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%Un c6 m@t anh chang tiéu phu nghéo, cha me anh bénh niang nén qua doi
sdm, anh phdi s6ng mé cdi cha me tit nhé va ti sdn cta anh chi c6 mgt chiéc riu.
Hang ngay anh phai xdch riu vao riing dén cui ban dé 14y tién ki€ém séng qua ngay.
Canh bia riing c6 mdt con sdng nudc chiy rit xiét, ai d6 18 trugt chan roi xudng
song thi rit khoé boi vio ba.
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@nce upon a time, there was a poor woodcutter whose parents had passed
away soon. The only thing he had was an axe, which he brought along into the
forest to chop wood for money every day. There was a swift-flowing river on the
side of the forest, and it was extremely hard for anyone to get on the shore once

they fell into it.
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6t hém, nhu thudng ngay chang tiéu phu vic riu vao ritng dé dén cui,
trong lic dang chit cii canh bd séng thi ching may chiéc riu ctia chang bi gay cin
va ludi riu ving xuéng séng. Vi dong sdng nudc chdy qué xiét nén mic du biét boi
nhung anh chang vin khdéng thé xuéng song d€ tim luai riu.
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@ne day, as usual, he went into the forest. While cutting a tree near the river,
the handle broke and the axe head fell into the river. Though the woodcutter knew
how to swim, he could not get down to find it because of the strong current.
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mhit vong anh chang tiéu phu ngdi khéc than tha.
Béng tit ddu d6 c6 mot 6ng cu téc tring bac pho, rau dai, d6i mit rit hién tif xudt
hién trudc mit chang, 6ng cu nhin chang tiéu phu va hoi:

- Nay con, con dang cé chuyén gi ma ta thdy con khéc va budn ba nhu vay?
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eing so disappointed, he sat down and wept, suddenly an old man with
white hair, long beard and kind eyes appeared and asked why he was so sad.
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nh chang tiéu phu tra 1&i éng cu:
-Thita cy, b6 me chéu mat sém, chiu phii séng mé céi tir nhd, gia cdnh nha chéu
rdt nghéo, tai sin duy nh4t cta chéu 1A chiéc riu sit ma b6 me chdu trudc lic qua
ddi délai. Co chiéc riu d6 chdu con vio ritng d6n cti kiém séng qua ngay, gid ddy
né da bi roi xuéng sdng, chiu khong biét 14y gi d€ ki€ém séng qua ngay nita. Vi viy
chiu buén lim cy 3!
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@he woodcutter said:

- My parents passed away soon, I have been living miserably and the iron axe is the
only thing that I have got. Now it has just fallen down the river, without it I cannot
chop wood to sell for living. I am very sad and disappointed!
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(]_Bng cu dap 16i chang tiéu phu:
-Ta tuwdng chuyén gi 16n, chéu ditng khdc nita, d€ ta lan xudng séng 14y hd chdu
chiéc riu lén.

Diit 161, 6ng cu lao minh xuéng dong séng dang chay rit xiét. Mot lic sau, 6ng
cu ngoi 1én khdi mit nudc tay cdm mét chiéc riu bing bac sing loing va héi anh
chang tiéu phu nghéo:

- Pay c06 phai lugi riu ma con da lam roi xuéng khong ?

@he old man said to him:

- It is not serious, do not be too upset, let me get it for you.
The old man immediately jumped into the swift-flowing river and returned with

a shiny silver axe, asking the woodcutter: - Is it what you lost?
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anh chang tiéu phu nhin luéi riu bing bac thdy khéng phdi cia minh nén
anh [ic ddu va bio 6ng cu:

— Khong phai ludi riu cia chdu cu a, ludi riu cia chdu bing sit co.

- Lan thi hai, 6ng cu lai lao minh xuéng dong séng chdy xiét d€ tim chiéc riu
cho chang tiéu phu.

gl;ac looked at the silver axe, seeing it was not his and replied:
- No, mine is iron, this is not my axe. The old man dived in the water again.
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Ot lic sau, Ong cy ngoi 1én khéi mit nudc tay cdm chiéc riu bing vang va
héi chang tiéu phu:
- Diy c6 phdi 1 luGi riu ma con da so y lam roi xuéng séng khong?
Anh chang tiéu phu nhin ludi riu bing vang sdng chéi, anh lai lic d4u va bio:
- Khong phai 14 lugi riu ctia con cu a!

1 ¢ returned in a while with a golden axe and asked: - Is it what you lost?
‘The woodcutter looked at the dazzling golden axe and shook his head again:
- No, it is not my axe,
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F
r in thi ba, dng cu lai lao minh xudng séng va lin nay khi lén 6ng cu cim
trén tay 14 chiéc riu bing sit ctia anh ching tiéu phu danh roi. Ong cu lai hoi:
- Viy day c6 phai 1a 1u@i riu cia con khong?
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ﬂhe old man jumped into the water for the third time and this time he
returned with the iron axe head that the woodcutter had lost. &
He asked: - Is it your axe? -
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(dlhiy ding 1 1u3i riu cia minh réi, anh chang tiéu phu reo I1én sung sudng:
- Vang cu, ddy ding 12 1udi riu cia con, con cdm dn cu da tim h$ con 1udi riu dé

con c6 cdi d6n cui kiém séng qua ngay.

ealizing his axe head, the woodcutter said joyfully: - Yes, this is mine,

thank you for finding it for me so I can live on cutting wood again!
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(]_Bng cu dua cho anh ching tiéu phu ludi riu bing sit cia anh va khen:
- Con qud A ngudi thit tha va trung thuc, khéng hé ham tién bac va lgi Ioc. Nay
ta ting thém cho con hai Iugi riu bing vang va bac nay. Péyla qua ta tdng con, con
c\f vui vé nhén.

‘ahe old man gave him his iron axe head and told him:
- You are so truthful and honest, you are not greedy at all. I am gwmg you both
these golden and silver axes as a gift for you.
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énh chang tiéu phu vui vé d& 14y hai ludi riu ma 6ng cy ting va cam ta. Ong
cu héa phép va bién m4t. Lic d6 anh ching tiéu phu méi biét ring minh vifa dugc
but giup d8a.
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@he woodcutter gratefully took the two axes that the old man gave to him.
Until suddenly the old man disappeared did he realize he was blessed by the
Buddha.
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@Ihﬂmg tiéu phu khong tham lam sung suéng mang cd ba chiéc riu tr& vé
nha. M6n qui ma 6ng But danh ting cho ngudi that tha trung thuc khién cho van
vit nii ritng cling tin thudng va trd nén tuoi dep hon.
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@hc kind woodcutter brought the three axes home with joy. The gift of the
Buddha for such an honest person made the surrounding scene better too.
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