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L&i néi dau

Ban tirng hoc tiéng Anh vai ba nam tré 1&n, da lay chirng chi B, thi
TOEIC, thi ca Toefl niva. Ban s dung tiéng Anh kha théng thao
trong hdu nhw moi tinh hudng binh thwéng, nhwng déi ltc ban van
cam thay minh thiéu mét cai gi d6, mot kj ndng nao doé cé thé giup
ban ndm bat dwoc toan bd y nghia cta nhivng cau néi hay bai viét
ban gap phai hang ngay.

Cubdn sach nay danh riéng cho ban. N6 khéng phai 1a sach hwéng
dan nghe hiéu hay doc hiéu ma chi dé cap dén mot phan nhd rat can
ban cla ky ndng hiéu tiéng Anh; lam sao gidi quyét nhirng khac biét
trong vé boc hai ngén ngr dé co thé hiéu twong tan moi cau tiéng
Anh, k& ca nhirng ham vy, nhirng 16i choi chi, 6¢ khéi hai cta dan
Anh va nhirng cach dung m&i ctia cac cau théng dung.

Lay mot vi du don gian nhat: nghe cau way to go! Ban sé nght no
dé qué va khéng can quan tdm. Rang way la con dwdng to go la di,
vay way to go la di theo dworng nao (?). Kha hon, ban co6 thé gan
cho né mét nghia dung Ia cé dung trong thuc té: dwéng con xa, con
lau ma&i xong.

Nhwng that ra way to go v&i ddu chdm than mang nghia tan
thwdng, “Cha, hay qual” Mot nwdc co hay, moét giai phap trc thoi,
mot cd banh tuyét voi, tat cd dwoc tan thwdng bang cau “Way to
gol”.

M6t vi du khac: beats me. Tra I&i phdng van bao chi vé dy bao thi
trdng méy tinh cho dén nam 2015, chang han, mét doanh nhan
tuyén bd: “Beats me!” Trong trwdng hop nay, beat khong con mang
y nghia danh dap nira, ngwdi nay chi mubn néi: “Téi khéng biét’.

Hay xét mét vi du phae tap hon. Trong mét bai bao viét vé sy
phuc hdi cla nén kinh t& Nhat Ban, tac gia viét: “Is Japan back and
badder than ever?” Co6 bao gi® ban thay tir bad (xau xa) dung dang
so sanh 1a badder ch&¢ khdng phai 1a worse chwa? That tuyét! Néu
dung worse cau do6 sé vé nghia, kinh t& héi phuc sao lai xau di? Dé
dién dat y Phai chdng nwéc Nhét da tré lai [d6c chiém thi truong] va
cang manh hon bao gi®® hét [trong vai tro 1&n chiém thi truong nuée
My]?, tac gia viét rat gon va lam cac nha nglr phap chwng hirng roi e
phai gat gu khen hay, ghi vao mét quy tdc ngoai 1& nira. That ra



trong ngdn ngir tiéng 16ng cua My cé tiv bad (v6i dang so sanh
badder, baddest) mang nghia rat tot, tai gidi. Chung kién mot cau
tha thi dau xuét sic, néu cb dong vién hét 1én, “You're bad” la ho
dang khen day.

Hy vong cudn sach nhd nay sé& dem dén cho ban nhirng kinh
nghiém bo ich, giup ban vwot qua nhirng chwdng ngai cla rao can
ngon nglr.



Cai gi khé nhat?

Péi v&i cau hdi, hoc tiéng Anh cai gi 1a khé nhat, phan Ién cho do6
la cach doc, cach phat am. M6t it ngudi néi nglr phap tiéng Anh rac
réi. Theo toi, khd nhéat véi ngudi Viét ching ta khi hoc tiéng Anh 13
cach dung tw.

Ban th(r nghi ma xem, ngwoi ndo da hoc qua tiéng Anh déu biét
tw company la céng ty. The nhwng xem phim, nhat la loai phim hinh
sy canh hai nhan vat ngdi trong xe bdng mét ngwdi nhin vao kinh
chiéu hau thét 1én, “We’ve got company’ thi tir company qua céach
dung trong tinh huéng budc ta phai hiéu la cai dudi — C6 ké theo dbi
chung ta day. R6i company trong cau We're judged by the company
we keep lai c6 nghia ban be — Nguoi ta thuong xét doan ban qua
ban be ban giao du.

Tuyét nhat 14 mdt quang cao st dung 16i choi chi¥, gan ludn cho
company ca hai nghia trén. Mot céng ty bao bi nbi tiéng viét: We
aren’t just known for our company. We’re known for the company we
keep. Tlr company dau tién cé nghia den Ia tén tudi cong ty con tir
company trong cau sau vira c6 nghia ban hang vira c6 nghia céng
ty khac. Chung téi nbi tiéng khong chi nho tén tubi cta céng ty.
Ngudi ta con biét ching téi qua céc cong ty ban hang cua chung toi
nira.

O mo6t mire dd khé hon, vi du rather va fairly déu dich la kha
nhwng khi dung trong cau chung lai mang nghia khac nhau xa.
We’re having rather cold weather for October — Thang Muwdi ma thoi
tiét nhw thé nay la hoi lanh. Nhw vay rather mang y ché, that vong.
Trong khi do fairly mang y khen, Oh, yeah, he’s fairly tall for his age.
Cho nén néu mdt em hoc sinh, doc xong mét bai tap va ndi, “Oh, it’s
fairly easy’ s& khac v&i mdt em khac cho rang bai tap do rather
easy. Co6 thé noi em dau tién khiém tén hon va em thr hai hoi chu
quan.

Phan I6n nhung treong hop cach dung te anh hwong dén cau
van déu dwoc gidi thich rd trong cac cudn sach ngiy phap bién soan
nghiém chinh. Nhuw t&r must va have to. O mirc so cap, sach gido
khoa cho hai tlr nay la ddng nghia; dén mc cao hon, sach sé cho
nhirng vi du d& nguoi hoc thdy sw khac nhau gitra hai tr. Vi du dé
nh& nhéat Ia mot anh chang dén nha nguwdi yéu choi, mét luc sau,



nhin ddng hé va noi, “I'm afraid | have to go now” (vi hoan canh
khach quan nhw ban viéc ma phai di ché anh ta khéng muébn vé chat
nao). Nguoc lai, néu anh ta néi, “I must go now” 1a anh nay té y
khéng mudbn & choi niva. Mot cd thdy mot kiéu 4o mai dep qua va
ndi, “I must save money to buy this”. (Quyét dinh phai dé danh tién la
ngay luc dé). Nhwng mét cd khac khi 6 ai héi vi sao lai tan tién dén
thé bén giai thich, “I have to save money to go to university”’. (Quyét
dinh danh dum it tién dé vao dai hoc la chuyé&n co chi y tir 1au).

Céac cubn tir dién bién soan cdng phu déu c6 thém phan goi la
Usage ghi rd cach st dung tir nao do khac biét véi nhirng tr twong
tw v&i nd nhw thé nao. Vi du hai tv déu c6 nghia 1a lién tuc —
continuous va continual. Nhwng continual loss of power during the
storm c6 nghia la méat dién lién tuc subt tran béo (cé dién roi lai mat,
réi co rbi mat tiép...). Con continuous loss of power during the storm
lai 1a mat dién han sudt tran bao.

Ngwoc lai ¢o rat nhiéu truéng hop su tinh té trong cach dung tw
phai qua thuc t& maéi phat hién ra. Vi du ai ciing biét housewife 1a
ngwdi ndi tro nhwng dan ba Anh, My rat ghét tir nay, ho cho rang né
ha thap vai trd cla phu ni va thich dung tr homemaker hon. Hoac
c6 nhiéu tr dbi nghia trong van canh dwoc dung. It’s an inside job la
gi ban c6 thé doan dwoc khéng? Mot céng ty bi mat trédm, néu cé
nguwoi tuyén bd nhw trén, y anh ta noi ¢6 tay trong.

Tré lai loai tir thworng dung trong tiéng Anh don gidn nhat nhung
gay khoé khan cho nguwdi hoc vi dwgc dung theo nghia mai, chung ta
c6 thé 13y bat ky tr ndo ban biét. Ai tirng hoc tiéng Anh déu biét tor
good. Nhung né dwoc dung trong cau sau thi phai dé chirng: I'm
moving to Europe for good vi for good la thanh nglr mai mai, di luén.
Ngay ca nhirng cum tr xem chirng vo6 hai nhw as good as tuwdng
dau 1a thé so sanh bang nhau nhwng that ra ching mang nghia hau
nhw, gan nhw. The US$2,000 motorbike is as good as new.

Hay cling tr good dung trong cau nay cé nghia twong dwong voi
very hay completely: I'll do it when I’'m good and ready.

Nhw vay, ngu®i hoc hay nguoi st dung tiéng Anh can tao cho
minh mot théi quen ludn canh giac trwdc cac tir da hoc nhwng khi
dung trong cau khéng con béng dang nghia quen thudc ci nira. Poc
cau: “A top-of-the-range Yamaha two-stroke [motorbike] will be yours



for the best part of US$6,000°. ban phai manh dan xem lai tt dién
loai tét thir best con c6 nghia gi khac dé& hiéu dung ca cau. Ban sé
hoc thém nghia mé&i cia cum twr for the best part of la most, almost:
Gid mét xe Yamaha hai thi loai tét nhat gan cé 6.000USD.

Ngay ca trong loai ttr thwong mai chung ta cling gap nhirng
trwdng hop nay. Ai ciing biét trade la budén ban, trao dbi, nghé
nghiép nhwng khi dung v&i cac tw down, up, in, on lai co6 nhirng ham
y khac nhau. Ban c6 mét chiéc xe, dem dbi [y mét chiéc tét hon, bu
tién thi dung trade up, dbi xe cii hon, nhan mot khoan tién bu dung
trade down, con trade in mang nghia chung chung, chi chd trong
viéc dbi hang cii 1ay hang khac. Trade on mang nghia xau: loi dung;
nhw cau children of celebrities who trade on their family names.



Tiéng Anh va kién thirc phé théng

Nguwdi mubn ndm virng tiéng Anh thwdng phai gan qua trinh hoc
v&i qua trinh tich by kién thirc phd théng. Tiéng Anh la ngdn ngr
dong, hang ngay c6 khdng biét bao nhiéu khai niem méi duwoc dua
ra, co thé tir ci dung voi nghia m&i hay ngudi ta sé tao ra han
nhirng t» m&i. Néu nguwdi dung khdng lam quen véi nhitng khai
niém nay trwdc, thi chac chan khéng bao gi® tiép thu ndi tiéng Anh
nhw né dwoc sir dung trong cubc sc“')ng.

Lanh vwc c6 nhiéu khai niém mai c6 thé ké dén tin hoc nai riéng
va khoa hoc ky thuat noi chung. Léy cau sau lam vi du, “Wired
Ventures is going public soon, it’s the initial public offering of a
company that has all the right stuff: cutting edge, multi-media,
interactive and Internet’. Ddi v&i cac ban hoc tiéng Anh thwong mai,
c6 thé nhirng khai niém going public (sdp dwa Ién thj trwong chirng
khoan — sap niém yét) va initial public offering (1an ban cd phan dau
tién ra thj trwong) khéng gay kho khan gi. Nhwng ho van can phai
biét vé cdng nghé thdng tin va mang Internet dé hiéu céac tir khac.

Nhiéu ltc kién thirc phd théng nay chi 1a chuyén tra dw tiru hau
nhuwng sé& gidp ban hiéu cac loai dién cb tan thoi dung trong tiéng
Anh. In a car chase worthy of O.J. Simpson, he was stopped at the
border post. Vai nam nira khi vy an O.J. da bj quén lang, ngay chinh
ngwoi Anh cling s€ khong hleu cau trén 1a mot so sanh vu ruot dudi
bang xe voi vu Simpson, cau tha ngwdi My bi bubc toi glet vo, lai xe
chay trén canh sat My dwoc truyén hinh trwe tiép khap noi, am 7 mét
dao.

Mot tit I&n trén t& Newsweek chay nguyén hai trang bao, “Drip,
drip, drip” v&i bdi canh 1a birc hinh vo chéng Bill Clinton. Néu céac
ban biét hai ngu®i ndy dang gap khé khan vi vu Whitewater, chac
ban sé& biét ngay, tit bAo ham y rang vu Whitewater nhw nhirng giot
nwédc kho chiu c nhd 1én dau gia dinh Clinton nhét I1a trong mua
bau ctr.

Pén mua Thé van hoi, xin moi cac ban doc cau sau: “Who is the
top sportsman of the modern era? A new Eurosurvey found that men
looked to the football field, the track and the ring. But women’s
hearts were on the slopes!”.



Pay la mot cau kha khd nhwng cac ban quen thudc voi tén tudi
cac ngdi sao trong thé thao, dbi chiéu nhirng tén tudi nay trong ban
nghién ctru, ban sé& hiéu rang trong khi nam gié¢i thwérng chon cac
ngdi sao bong da, dién kinh (the track) va quyén Anh (the ring), thi
phu ni¥ lai chon cac van ddng vién trwot tuyét (the slopes).

M6t cau khac lién quan dén béng da: “The last Euro Cup was
another corporate sponsorfest”. Sponsorfest la mét tr méi dat ra,
chdc chan cac ban chwa tim thdy no6 trong tir dién. Vi cac sw kién
thé thao 1&n la dip cac coéng ty Ién quang cdo san pham théng qua
hinh thirc bao trg' nén Euro 92 ciling la mét dip cac tap doan da qubc
gia tranh quyén bao tro.

Kién thirc trong nghé cling rat can nhwng khi dung nhirng tw
chuy&n mén théng thwdng nguwdi viét phai giai thich. Khi viét vé té
nan lam bac gid nhat 1a t& 100USD, cé tac gia viét: “Known in the
trade as supernotes, high-quality counterfeits are produced...” Nh&
vay ban sé biét tlr supernotes Ia gidy bac gia tinh vi, mét tiéng léng
cda dan trong nghé.

R6 rang 1a mot sb kién thirc nhéat dinh vé thoi sw sé gitp ban rét
nhiéu trong viéc doc hiéu tiéng Anh. “It's not yet become the
barnyard that mad cow disease is in Europe, but hog cholera is
threatening Taiwan’s US$43 billion pork industry”. Néu ban con nhé
vu bo dién tirng gay dién dau cho ngwdi Anh, nhd doc tin van nay
ban sé biét rang Dai Loan ciing dang gap nan dich ta lon ¢6 nguy co
mang dén mét hau qua khong kém phan nghiém trong.

Riéng v&i cac ban dang st dung tiéng Anh cho cdéng viéc kinh
doanh cGia minh, kién thirc trong thwong trwérng, mot sy hiéu biét
tap quan kinh doanh cua quéc té 1a diéu khong thé thiéu néu cac
ban mudn tiéng Anh clia minh dem lai nhirng théng tin can thiét.

Stocks of Cathay Pacific Airways rebounded sharply yesterday —
Cé phiéu cua hang hang khéng Cathay Pacific lai 1&n gia. Nhung out
of stock la hét hang va | took no stock in her statement |a t6i khdng
tin i tuyén bd cla ba ta.

Thwdng thi cac loai kién thirc nay hé trg cho nhau thanh mot vén
kién thirc phd quat. “Won hits new low on trade deficit jitters” Néu
ban biét don vi tién té cia Han Québc la déng won, ban sé& biét cau



trén mang nghia, “Ddng won sut gia dén mirc thap nhat vi ndi lo can
can mau dich tham hut”.



Tiéng Anh trén dwong thay déi

Chuyén bén Anh. M6t cay but ndi tieng clia mot to bao tieng Anh
bi bién tap vién goi Ién vi dé, viét; “The United Nations had impacted
on events”. théng dwoc viét thé, impact Qéu phai Iérdéng tU’ bién
tdp vién nhac nho. Tac gia bai bao bén lay mét cuon tlr dien moi
nhat ra chi cho bién tap vién mét muc tr méi toanh: “impact: (v) to
have an impact or strong effect (on)”. v&i cau vi du: “Each
generation has impacted on the way we write and speak’.

Trudc day khéng cé cudn tir dién ndo ghi impact la dong tir ca.

Thé day, tiéng Anh 1a mét ngon ngir day bién dong. Néu cach day
30 nam cac nha nglr phap tirng lam am 7 vi chuyén dung tw contact
nhw déng twr, bay gid chuyén doé da tré thanh binh thwdng.

“This past January | was contacted by a lawyer who said he
needed my help”.

Tuy nhién van con rat nhiéu nha ngtr phap phan doi chuyén ding
impact nhw dong tte. Phan doi thi phan doi, cugc song van sinh dong
v&i hang ngan cau, trong doé tr impact (ddng tir) van dwgc st dung
hang ngay.

Mbt vi du khég, trwdc day on to duwgc yiét thénb hai ttr nhw dinh
nghia cua tw dién Oxford nam 1981. bén tlr dien 1991, onto da
duwoc chap thuér) nhw mot tr va on to chi dwgc dung thanh hai tw
khi on la mét phan cta déng tir trvdc dé. He moved on to the next
platform khac v&i He jumped onto the next platform.

Nha xuédt badn Random House vira phat hanh cubn tir dién
Unabridged Dictionary 4n ban m&i nhat gébm 2.230 trang voi
315.000 muc tlr. So v&i dn ban trudc dé in ndm 1967, 1an nay cac
nha soan t& dién da dwa thém hang chuc ngan tir méi hay dinh
nghia m&i. Dac biét ¢6 trén 1.000 tw thudce loai “mdi nhat” duwoc xép
han vao mot muc riéng goi la Addenda Section.

Pay la nhirng tr théng tuc, dau tién do gidi bao chi dung sau dé
dwoc moi ngwdi chap nhan nhw mét thanh phan cha kho tlr viwng
tiéng Anh. Vi du to bork la lién tuc da kich mot nhan vat ndi tiéng (tr
vu Robert Bork bi céng kich dén ndi khéng dwoc phé chuan lam
chanh an tdoa an tbi cao clia My vao nam 1987). T calculus ngoai
nghia soi than, phép tinh bay gid con mang nghia toan tinh, mwu



toan. Cé nhirng tlr méi xuét hién nhw to incentivize 1a khuyén khich,
khich Ié.

Nhirng t» ma khi gi¢i thiéu véi cac ban, ching téi khéng thé tim
thdy & nhirng tir dién nao khac, phai dung e-mail d& héi chinh nha
lam ti dién vi chung t6i chwa c6 cubn Unabridged Dictionary cla
Random House. Nhw drive-by trong cau There was another drive-by
in South Central L.A. last night. Day |a mot bién thé cda tw drive-in
cua thap nién 60-70 (cac loai rap chiéu phim, tiém an ma nguoi ta
c6 thé |ai xe vao dé xem phim hay an uéng) nhwng drive-by 1a tir clia
thap nién nay mang nghia ban nhau tir trén xe, Dém qua lai xay ra
mot vu bdn nhau ttr trén xe & man nam khu trung tdm thanh phé Los
Angeles.

Co nhirng tw rat la nhu control freak, chi mot ké& ludn mang y nghi
phai kiém soat moi hanh vi ci¢ chi cia minh va ngudi khac. “The
boss wouldn’t let me make a phone call without telling me how to do
it better.

He’s a real control freak”. Hay t deadbeat dad. Trong khi
deadbeat binh thwéng mang nghia mét k& no nhw chia chédm hay
mot ngudi that nghiép, khi két hop véi tlr dad, né c¢6 nghia 6ng bd
sau khi ly di vo ¢b tinh [am ngo, khéng chiu tra tién tro cap nudi con.
C6 nhirng tr dang budn nhw granny dumping, chi hanh déng mang
bd me hay 6ng ba di that xa va bd roi ho khi khdng mubn nudi
dwdng vi ho da qua gia hay tow managed care, nha dwdng lao theo
kiéu mai.

Trong kinh doanh, khi céng ty ban thué mét cong ty khac quan ly
mang may tinh, hay mwén mét cong ty dich vu nao dé lo chuyén bao
vé, ngay nay nguwdi ta dung t outsourcing. Cach clu tao tr nhw
kiéu dua choi da tré thanh thdi thwong & My va co nhirng tir da
dwoc chap nhan nhw wellness. Nguwoi ta ly luan da co illness thi sao
khéng dwoc dung wellness d& chi mét tinh trang thé chét va tinh
than tét nhw trong cau “I went to a special wellness seminar and
learned that | needed to eat more carrots”. Kiéu ly ludn nhw thé da
thdy & cac cdp tr nhw happy — happiness (binh thwéng); angry —
angerness (it ai chap nhan).

biéu dang ghi nhan la rat nhiéu sao ngwr xuat hién trong thap nién
1980 van chwa chiu bién mét, va van duoc gidi thiéu trong an ban



nay. Wake-up call la hdi chudng canh tinh, mét tir bj gi¢i chinh khéach
My st dung nhiéu qua nén nguwdi thuworng khéng ai dam dung. “The
terrorist bombing at Oklahoma City gave America, believing itself
free from domestic terrorism, a wake-up call’.



Van quang cao
Van quang céo at la loai van nguwdi viét gia cong nhiéu nhat. Ciing
pha| thoi. Khi mét quang cao trén mét tap chi ndi tieéng c0 thé mat

dén 50.000 dé-la My thi nguoi viét va nguoi duyét phai can than can
nhac tirng cau tung chir cho dang déng tién bo ra.

Mot dac diém ndi bat cta van quang céo bang tiéng Anh la tinh
ngan gon, suc tich. Lam sao dap ngay vao mat ngudi xem mac du
ho khéng cb y doc. Mdt ngan hang néi, “Bank better, sleep easier’
kém v&i logo quen thuéc ciia ngan hang nay nira la da tac dung. (To
bank dung trong quang cao nay la giao dich v&i ngan hang, bank
better 1a chon ngan hang tot ma giao dich).

Quang cao bang tiéng Anh & Viét Nam trén cac bao thwong
khéng dam choi chiv vi dbi twong nguwdi doc da phan khéng phai la
dan s dung tiéng Anh nhuw tiéng me dé. Néi tiéng Anh v&i ngudi
chau A, Blrc, Phap, Y... tot nhét Ia dung loai tiéng Anh don gian. Vi
thé ban sé thay Toyota quang céo ho la The World’s Top Brand hay
Take pride in ownership of a world-class automobile. IBM thi tuyén
bd sa&n phadm clia ho affordable. Thang may Otis tw xwng leader in
service, Hongkong Bank cho biét Hongkong Bank brings you
Vietnam’s first international ATM.

Thé nhwng quang cdo & nwdc ngoai voi ddi twong doc gia la
ngwdi Anh, My, Hongkong Bank c6 mét cau rat hay. “True greatness
lies in being great at the little things” v&i hinh mét sudt chi cé gan
cay kim. Ngan hang nay giai thich “We provide a personalised
service that will help keep your portfolio buttoned down with needle-
Sharp attention to detail .

Nhw vay hinh cay kim di lién v&i needle-sharp attention, quan tam
ky dén tan chi tiét va kim chi dung dé dinh nit 4o dung theo nghia
bong keep your portfolio buttoned down, giup ban khdi ban tam dén
gidy t&, hd so nira hay quan ly hang muc dau tw gitup ban. Portfolio
vira la bia kep hé so, vira la cac hang muc dau tw, danh muc dau
tw.

DHL da dung mdt cau kha hay trén cac t& bao tiéng Anh trong
nwdc “Different countries, different customs, one DHL”. M6t quang
cédo khac ciing ctia DHL “You couldn’t express it better’ dé di kém



v&i dich vu world-wide express, phat chuyén nhanh toan ciu cua
coéng ty nay. DT nhién DHL da ap dung 16i néi thdng dung dung theo
nghia ho m&i gan ép.

Nguwoi ta thwérng noi méi nwdc c6 mét phong tuc (custom) khac
nhau con customs s nhiéu dwoc hiéu 1a hai quan, va nguoi ta cling
thwéng néi “dién dat nhw thé 1a hay nhét réi”, chir express it ai dung
& dang dong tir theo nghia phat nhanh.

M6t hang hang khdéng quang céo & cac nwédce chau A thi dung tw
rat gian dj va trwc tiép, nhwng khi quang cao tai thi truérng MY thi lai
str dung nhom tir “Berth of a new era”. Day la cach choi chir clda hai
tlr berth va birth. Nguwoi ta thwdng noi birth of a new era (khai sinh
mot thoi dai maéi); & day ho ndi berth |a loai ghé ngdi thoi dai maoi
trén may bay vira réng rai virva ém ai!

M6t hang may tinh Ién hang dau thé gi¢i co6 nhiéu dbi tac va dw
an da quang cao ngan gon, “Global PartnerChip”’. Ngudi ta thwdng
ndi global partnership la mang lwoi déi tac khap toan cau. O day
hang nay da thay tl chip (vi mach) ma van gitr dwoc sw lién twédng
dén cau kia.

Quang céo sac sdo quéa cling nén coi chirng. Nhw mét hang 6 to
gi¢i thiéu moét xe doi maéi voi cau “The car that united the critics”.
Cau nay rat dé co tac dung nguoc; 1& nguodi ta bdo cac nha phé
binh cung déng tinh... ché bai thi sao?

Mot khach san tai Ha Na&i thi hoi kiéu ngao khi tw cho minh always
an oasis of luxuries in the heart of Hanoi, coi nhw bén ngoai khach
san do khdng c6 noi nao sang trong cd, chi minh ho la 6c dao gilra
mo6t Ha N6i con nhiéu thiéu thdn chang?

Van quang céo thwdng dung loi thé hinh anh dep dé choi chix,
anh di kém minh hoa cho nghia den va tr dung theo nghia boéng.
M6t t& bao tw quang cao “Only one newspaper keeps you on the
right track” v&i hinh bdi canh 1a dwéng sat chay tit dén tan chan troi.
Nhuw thé on the right track dwo'c minh hoa theo nghia den bang hinh
con nghia bong thi da r6. Hay hon, quang cao nay con mot dong
nhd week after week after week dé bat chwéc nhip tau chay déu
dan, khéng ngirng nghi.



Cudi cung xin gi¢i thiéu hai mau quang cdo rat hay. “At XXX
Airlines, we aim to please CEQO’s, VP’s, GM’s, MD’s, and other VIP’s
who have yet to learn their ABC’s”. CEO la Chief Executive Officer —
Téng giam dbc diéu hanh, VP (Vice-President) — Phé cha tich (Phé
Tbéng giam dbc), GM (General Manager) — Giam dbc diéu hanh. Téat
ca déu la VIP (Very Important Person) — yéu nhan. Nhwng nhirng
nguwdi chwa hoc ABC la tré em ch con ai vao dé nira. Nhuw vay
hang hang khdong nay cham lo hanh khach tw I&n chi bé va khi doc
Ién lai co van co diéu.

Mau kia c6 canh mdt ngudi chéo dd dang chd con té giac qua
séng, mot chién tich khé twéng twong ndi va cau chu thich “and
while you’re at it can you make that Internet thing work for us?”, “sén
dip, nhor anh giup hd céi mé Internet day cho né chay duoc chir?”.
Quang cao nhw thé chac chan céng ty dich vu vi tinh sé& lam khach
hang yén tam, chuyén kho thé kia ho con lam dwoc, sa gi chuyén
ndi mang Internet!



Chuyén da I nhwng...

M6t sb trwong hop dung tiéng Anh trong kinh doanh trén bang
hiéu, quang cao, rao vat rat dé gay hiéu qua nguoc: lam ngudi doc
bwc minh vi nhitng sai s6t nén khéng ai them quan tadm dén noi
dung thong tin.

Vi du mét cong ty nwdc gidi khat cd nha y lam bang hiéu cho
nhiéu hang quan kém logo cua ho. Diéu khédi hai la tat ca bang hiéu
déu co tir VIP SHOP to twéng. Khi tr nay (cra hang danh cho
khach quan trong, khach hang sang) di kém voi CAFE BINH DAN,
TIEM COM CHAY, AO QUAN BINH DAN tréng chang chéi nhau dén
toi.

M6t noi khac cling tai TPHCM, nhan giat ui binh dan c6 ghi trén
twong tlr laundry nhwng so nguwdi ta chwa hiéu nén bén mé ngoac
gidi thich — to wash rat dé thwong.

M6t bang théng bao tai moét ngdi chua & Rangoon cé ghi: “Foot
wearing prohibited”’. D1 nhién vao chua, ta phai bé giay dép & ngoai
nhwng & ra nén viét don gian “Please take off your shoes”. viét nhw
trén sé& bi hiéu 14 cAm mang chan vao chua vi footwear 1a giay dép
nhwng foot wearing tré thanh 1a mang chan cang theo minh.

bat tén cho cong ty cling la chuyén khéng don gian: Vague
Service Pte., Ltd. 1a t&n mét cdng ty & Singapore. E rang khach hang
cla cong ty nay s& nhan dwoc nhirng dich vu mo hd khéng kém.
M6t trwdng day ngoai nglr tai TPHCM tw dat tén la outerspace
language school va quang céo “déc quyén str dung phuwong phap
phan xa”. Tén nay khéng co gi dac biét nhwng ai lai dung outerspace
language. Khong biét & ngoai khodng khéng bao la cla vii tru nguoi
ta néi ngdn ngl gi, chac ho dwoc déc quyén st dung phwong phap
phan xa vai tram nam nira.

Ngay ca & Anh quéc, cé cdng ty kiém toan ty d&t tén Swindells &
Gentry va & Uc mét céng ty khac cling mang tén Robin Bastard.
Swindells 1a danh ti riéng nhwng qua giéng tir swindle (Ira dao) va
bastard 1a d6 con hoang. Mét cédng ty Nhat chuyén ban céac loai hang
gia dung nhwng lai treo bang tén Crude (thd 16, tho thién).

Ngay ca nhirng khach san néi tiéng nhw Shangri-La Hotel tai mét
tinh ctia Trung Qudc dung tr Sanity Napkin dé chi loai khan an dac



biét clia ho, v&i y mudn néi loai khan nay sé& dem lai sw thodi mai
tinh than cho khach (sanity) nhwng cum tlr nay khéng ai dung trong
khi sanitary napkin lai qua gidng va la loai hang “khéng ndi thi ai ma
biét” ctia phu ni hay st dung hang thang. Mét ctra hang khac tai
Tokyo c6 tén Beauty Brain’s Fanny kem c& dudi nheo ghi Open
Fanny. C6 1& cha tiém khéng biét fanny 1a tiéng 16ng ctia cdp méng.

L&i van tiéng Viét trén quang céo do dich qua sat tir tiéng Anh nén
cling gay budn cudi cho ngudi doc — dich sat qua khéng thanh tiéng
Viét. Chac céac ban ciing tirng doc trén cac bao mét quang cao cd
cau, “Céch day 16 nam, té6i mua may giat E. khi con trai dau Iong
ma&i sinh”. C6 18 nguyén ban tiéng Anh Ia... when my first son was
born... nhwng dich thé, nguoi ta lai twédng anh ky sw ndy mua may
khi tré thanh éng ndi. Mot cau khéac trong quang cao nay viét, “khéng
nhirng giat sach ma ndé con khong lam mon va xwdc quan &o
thuwong thdy & cac may giat khac”. Nguyén ban at phai co tr which
thi tiéng Viét & ra pha| thém sau quan ao nhom tw “hién twong, mot
16i thurong théy ...

Trong kinh doanh &n udng cUng c6 nhirng trudng hop dung tiéng
Anh gay cuwodi. Mot quan &n & Dai Loan nhac nhé quy thwe khach
hay goi mon an v&i nhirtng nguoi hau ban dang “standing by or
hanging around’. Trong khi y ho mudn néi nhitng hau ban ding
canh ddy, nhwng xai tr hanging around lai ham y ding la ca, tha
than dau do.

Chuyén nay con kha hon mét rao vat trén t& Japan Times, ghi can
tuyén female execution staff, mang nghia 1a nhan vién hanh quyét
np!

Thé day, y nghia clia executive va execution khac xa nhau.

DPé chdm dt xin mdi cac ban thwdng thirc mau chuyén tiéu lam
that ngan sau, xin chd y cac tir hai nghia dé hiéu sai nhw balls, buns:
In a Chinese restaurant in Auckland, a dim sum waitress told him:
“I've got chicken feet, fish balls, and sweet buns”. Tom replied: “I'm
not perfect myself'.



Khi tac gia choi chiv

Khi viét vé nhirng van dé kinh té, dé tranh khé khan, nhiéu tac gia
ap dung 16i viét hinh twong, choi chi d& nhan manh y chinh va gay
an twong voi ngudi doc. Gap cac trvdng hop nay ngudi khéng siv
dung tiéng Anh nhw ngdn nglr chinh sé& gap khé khan. Vwot qua
dwoc ctra di nay, ching ta sé co dip thwédng thirc cac bai viét vé kinh
té nhw dang doc mét tac phdm van hoc.

Vi duy, khi n6i vé sy suy yéu ctia nén kinh té& Nhat Ban, c6 ngudi
viét: “Some people said Japan was down for the count, and that was
obviously a distorted view’. Trong thi dau quyén Anh, khi c6 mét vo
sT bi danh nga xudéng san, trong tai bat ddu dém. Néu dém dén 10
ma v6 si nay khéng day dwoc thi coi nhw bj ha néc ao. Nhw vay cau
nay budc ta lién twdng dén hinh anh nwéc Nhat nhw mét vo si trén
san dau.

M6t cau khac dung rat hinh twong: “Japan’s banks were tallying
bad loans of more than $300 billion, dwarfing America’s own
housing-and-loan crisis’. Néu tra tr dién ban chi hiéu tr dwarf la
nguwdi lun, déng tr dwarf 1a 1am c6 vé nhd lai. Nhwng ca cau mudn
noi nhirng khoan ng khé dodi cia cac ngadn hang Nhat Ban I&én hon
nhiéu so v&i cac khodn ng do xi cdng dan cho vay mua nha & My
gay ra.

Loai ttr ndy va cach dung nay kha phd bién. Cau “Honda told to
put brakes on new car prices’. d& bj hiéu nham la hang Honda bi
budc phai gan loai thang (phanh) méi nhwng brakes & day duwoc
dung theo kiéu choi chiv 14 tam hoan. Honda bj yéu céu tam ngung
tang gia xe.

Hay trong céau “It seemed Japan Inc. was a fagade, the economic
miracle was a myth and Pacific Century would last a decade”, Japan
Inc. 1a cach choi chi¥ kha nham vi dwoc dung nhiéu qua nén da tré
thanh sao nglr. C6 thdi ngudi ta xem ca nwédc Nhat nhw mét cong ty
khéng 16 (Inc.

Incorporated) san xuat hang hoa va dwa ching tran ngap khap thé
gi¢i. Dén ndi nhiéu nha kinh té& xem thé ky nay Ia thé ky cua [nén
kinh t&] Thai Binh Dwong. Nhwng vi ndm nam qua, Nhat Ban gap



nhiéu kho khan nén hién twong dé da bi pha v& nhw mét huyén
thoai chi kéo dai dwgc mét thap nién.

Gan day kinh t& Nhat Ban da co chiéu hwéng phuc héi nén tac gia
viét tiép: “Now the wounded samurai is showing signs of life”.
Samurai la vé si dao nhung dwoc diung & day nhw kiéu nwdc Nhat
trong vai trd mot cworng qudc kinh té cé dau hiéu héi sinh. “Shoppers
are on the prowl again”. Prowl |1a di lang thang, thwong dung dé chi
tha di tim mdi nhwng ca thanh ngir on the prowl & day lai dung voi
shoppers nén dién ta hinh twong di mua sém, san lung hang hoa.

Sau dé tac gia hoéi: “Is Japan back and badder than ever?” Co6 bao
gi® ban thdy tlr bad (xau xa) dung dang so sanh la badder ch
khéng phai worse chwa? That tuyét! Néu dung worse cau do sé vo
nghia, kinh t& héi phuc sau lai xau di? Dé dién dat y “Phai chdng
nwéc Nhat da tré lai [déc chiém thi truong] va cang manh hon bao
gio hét [trong vai tro Ian chiém thj phan nwoc MyJ’ tac gia viét rat gon
va lam cac nha nglr phap chwng hirng roi e phai gat gu khen hay;,
gh| vao mdt quy tac ngoai & nira. That ra trong ngdn ngir tiéng long
cua My co tlr bad (v&i dang so sanh badder, baddest) mang nghia
rat tot, tai gioi. Chung kién mét cau tha thi dau xuét sac, néu cb
dong vién hét Ién, “You're bad” 1a ho dang khen day.

C6 khi viéc choi chir thé hién bang y chir khdng bang I1&i. M6t
tranh biém hoa vé& canh Bob Dole, (rng c vién chirc tdng thdng My
cua dang Cong hoda goi dién cho Boris Yeltsin v&i 1&i chu thich duy
nhat, “Could | borrow Lebed for a few days in November, Boris?”
Néu ban biét bdi canh vong hai cudc bd phiéu bau tdng thédng Nga
khi Yeltsin thang cr nho kéo twdng Lebed, ngudi vé ba trong vong
mot vé phe minh, ban sé thly c6 sw choi chir v&i y rat ré la Dole can
mot nhan vat nhw Lebed maéi hy vong thadng clr trong cudc chay dua
vao Nha Trang vao nam 1996.



Lam sao dich cum tir “lén Dream”

Néu cdng viéc budc phai dich tir tiéng Viét sang tiéng Anh, khdng
som thi mudn ban sé gap nhirng tlr, cum tr chi c6 trong tiéng Viét
nhw “di bia 6m”, “nghé si chay s6” sé gay cho ban nhiéu lung tang
khi c6 gang dién dat qua tiéng Anh. Sy khé khan nay ddi luc tw
nhirng tr don gidn nhw “nha hang, khach san, co sé& &n ubng” dén
cac khai niém kho hon nhiéu nhw “Iép 10 hé B’. sy khac biét gitra
hé dan lap, ban cdng trong giao duc.

Trong khi tam th&i co thé dung restaurants, hotels and eateries, dé
tranh 13p lai tir restaurants, cac cum tir sau doi héi ban phai doi
chiéu v&i hé thdng gidao duc cla Anh v&i nhitng tr nhw public
(private) school, independent school, state school, common school,

.. d& chon ttr thich hop.

Dai luc chinh qua trinh dich nhirng cum tlr dac trwng nay sang
tleng Anh da giup chung ta nhan ra nhirng vo Iy trong cach dung tw
tiéng Viét. Vi du ching ta thwdng néi nhirvng san pham van hdéa déc
hai, du dich ra thanh poisonous cultural products chang han, ching
ta cling s& khéng yén tam vi da la sdn pham van héa thi l[am sao
gan cho no tr déc hai, nhirng phim anh khiéu dam khéng bao gi&
nén phong cho ching la san pham van hoa.

C6 thé rat ra mot nhan xét chung: dirng bao gi® dich tirng ti riéng
1& r&i ghép ching thanh cau hoan chinh. Mét tir trwédc khi dich phai
dat né vao mot cau cu thé rdi tw hdi né ¢6 nghia gi, né ndi 1én diéu gi
trong ng canh dé rdi tim t twong dwong trong tiéng Anh. Rong
hon, phai héi cd cadu mudn néi diéu gi rdi lai dién dat bang tiéng Anh
theo cach ngwdi Anh ndi.

Vi du néu néi theo théi quen, ching ta rat dé dich cau “tham gia
héi déng quén tri’ bang ddng ti to take part in. Nhwng dé cho cau
van tw nhién nén viét to serve on the Board of Directors. Nhw vay
viéc dich chd yéu la dwa vao cach dung quen thudc cda tr dé, khai
niém do, hon Ia dbi chiéu tir dién song ngtr. “C4 nhan kinh doanh sé
khéng phéi la dbi twong chi phbi cia Ludt Thué thu nhdp doanh
nghiép” c6 thé dién dat bang nhiéu cach nhw fall under the
jurisdiction of, is subject to, hay is governed by.



Mot cong ty triee thudc co quan nao dé nén dung is owned by, is a
subsidiary of, an affiliate of hon la dich sat belonging to. Néu dich
theo cach do, chung ta s& manh dan dung fo do sub-contract work,
to be subcontracted by dé chi chuy&n lam hang gia céng.

That ra, c6 nhirng tr binh thwdng nhwng doéi luc ciing nén dung
nhw ngwdi Anh néi cho cau van tw nhién hon. Tw “hién nay” co thé
dich bang going. Nhw He paid the workers three times the going rate
for similar work on the market. Twong ty, v&i nhirng tir nha may, co
s& san xuat co thé thay plant, factory bang facility.

Pén luc gdp nhitng khai niém chwa co trong tiéng Anh, ching ta
c6 thé manh dan vira dich vira gidi thich. Chadng han mét tit bao ghi:
“Hai triéu bdng ghi hinh trong lubng tréi néi van chwa dwoc dan
nhan”. Ban phai biét bang video trong ludng |a gi va ngoai luéng la
gi, viéc dan tem ¢ y nghia nhw thé nao trwdc khi chuyén dich cau
nay sang tiéng Anh mét cach hoan chinh. Kém theo 1a nhirng tir dién
dat nhirng khai niém twong duwong dé sau do dé giai thich mét cach
ngan gon: legal, illegal, censored, uncensored, formal distribution
network, pirated copies of video films.

Diéu nay cang ré nét hon trong van noi. Mét 6ng cau nhau: “Vo
chong to lai v& ké hoach” thi ban phai hiéu y anh ta néi his wife is
pregnant trong khi van ap dung family planning. Mot ong giam dbéc
nhan ‘nhé tinh c& phan truot g/a nira nhé” thi dng nay mudn ndi dén
yéu tb inflation trong gia thanh san pham.

Trong kinh doanh, nhét la d6i véi mét nén kinh t& nhw Viét Nam co
nhirng khai niém mai, khéng thé dung cac tir cd san dé dich vi sé
khéng chuyén dat hét y. Nhw khi bat dau xuét hién tv c6 phén héa
bao Vietnam Investment Review lan dau tién dung tir equitisation dé
chi qua trinh nay vi néu dung privatisation thi ndng nghia tw nhan
hdéa. Sau d6 mot thoi gian cac bao phwong Tay khi gidi thiéu vé khai
niém cb phan hoéa cac xi nghlep quoc doanh nuworc ta déu phai dung
lai tir nay, mac du ho c6 m& ngoac chu thich thém rang day la cach
noi cha Viéet Nam muén ch| mot qua trinh chuyén mét xi nghiép qubc
doanh thanh xi nghiép cb phan.

That ra chinh bao chi nwéc ta cling phai chap nhan cach dl‘Jn’g to
m&i nhw thué kho, thué wot (dich sat tlr dry lease, wet lease) dé chi
hai cach thué may bay cta cac hang nwdc ngoai. Chap nhan khai



niém nhwng co diéu chinh la tredng hop thwdng gdp nhat nhw “chdy
mau chét xam” — brain drain chir khéng phai la grey matter.

C6 nhirng luc dé tranh hiéu nham cé thé dung moét tr khai quat
thay vi nhirng tr quen dung. Chang han vi khai niém lwong trong
tiéng Viét chwa bao gébm sw phan biét gitra lrong céng nhét, lvong
cé dinh, lvong ngoai gi®, c6 thé dung compensation, tro cap théi
viéc — severance package. Nhwng c6 nhirng tlr can dich chinh xac
nhw lwong hau, it dung high pay. Nguwoi Anh trong trwdng hop nay
dung tr handsome hay attractive salaries hay thoi gian thir viéc,
thay vi dung apprenticeship thi dung probation period.



Tiéng Anh trong hop hanh

Ngén ngir tiéng Anh dung trong hop hanh, trong cac bién ban kha
dac biét, thworng phai theo mét sbé quy tdc clrng nhac. Van phong
dung trong bién ban thwong rat formal, rat nghiém chinh.

Trwdc tién dé co mot cudc hop hoi dong quan tri mét cong ty X
chang han, 6ng chu tich phai phat ra mét théng bao m&i hop (official
notice for the forthcoming Board meeting). Théng bao thwdng kém
theo chwong trinh hop (agenda).

Cac quyét dinh cta hoi ddng quan tri thwdng dugc thong qua
bang cach béd phleu nén cac thanh vién khong the vang mat. Néu
vang mat phai ci* ngudi di hop thay. Gidy Gy quyén trong trudng
hop nay la proxy con ngum ay quyén la appointor.

Nguwoi Gy quyén lai vang mat vi ly do dot xuat thi theo théng 1€,
chu tich cudc hop coé quyen thay mat cho ngwdi ay. Nén trong cac
proxy forms m&i cé cau: “I, the undersigned, ... being a Director of...
hereby appoint... or failing him the Chairman as my proxy to attend
and vote on my behalf at the meeting of the Board of Directors of the
Company to be held in...on... and at any adjournment thereof’.

Nguwoi ky thong bao méi hop thwdng ghi “By order of the Board”
theo nghia thira 1&nh, thay mat héi ddng. Trong khi ky tén va dong
diu thwdng la signed and sealed nhung ky tat, ky nhay phai dung
initial nhw cau, “Please initial the agreement to mark your approval.

Trong cudéc hop chinh thirc khi nao cling phai cé bién ban
(minutes — ludn & sb nhiéu). M& dau cé ddng tac bau hay c chd toa
phién hop — designate a chairman of the meeting. Sau d6 6ng ta sé
tuyén bd khai mac phién hop. XXX presided as Chairman and
declared the meeting open.

Nhiém vuy dau tién cda 6ng ta 1a ghi nhan xem phién hop cé dwoc
con sb thanh vién tham dw qua ban hay qua hai phan ba chwa. Tuy
theo cong ty, cac cugc hop chi biéu quyét hop 1é khi cé da sbé thanh
vién héi déng tham dw — goi la quorum. The Chairman noticed that a
quorum was present.

Céc thanh vién co6 thé thay nhau trinh bay cac dé xuét (to table
their proposals); hay xem xét bao cao hoat déng cuia cbéng ty (fo
review a report).



Bién ban cudc hop thwdng cé hai cum tir It was noticed that (Hoi
ddng ghi nhan) va It was resolved that (H6i ddng quyét dinh). Vi du
6ng XXX cho biét da glri thw xin ttr chire Gy vién hdi déng quan tri va
sau khi can nhac, Hoi ddng quyét dinh chap nhan cho éng nay tu
chirc, bién ban sé ghi: “It was noted that the letter of resignation as a
Director of the Company signed by Mr. XXX dated 22th May, 1995
was present. And it was resolved that such resignation be and the
same is hereby accepted with effect from the date of such letter.”

M6t vi du khac, sau mét héi ban bac, ngwoi thi cr cong ty nay,
nguoi thi dé xuat cong ty no, HOi dong cuodi cung nhéat tri thué cong
ty YYY lam dai dién trong moi van dé tranh chép, kién tung nhu la
hang luat chinh thirc ctia cong ty. Bién ban sé ghi: “It was resolved
that the appointment of YYY as legal counsel to the Company upon
their usual terms and conditions be and the same hereby is fully
ratified, confirmed, approved and adopted.”

M6t thanh vién phan déi va yéu cau ghi vao bién ban, he
requested that an objection be recorded in the minutes.

DPé dién dat chuyén céng ty chon mau khudn diu giao dich méi,
bién ban sé ghi: “It was resolved that the seal, an impression of
which is affixed in the margin of these resolutions, be adopted as a
common seal of the Company”.

Pé tranh 13p lai cum tir /t was resolved, bién ban thuong ghi
chung mét muc dudi tiéu dé It was resolved va sau do bat dau cac
doan voi tr That nhu:

That all other documents as tabled at this meeting be noted and
approved.

That XXX and YYY be appointed as Special Advisors to the
Company.

Nén nh& cac nwéc, hop qua dién thoai hay qua cau truyén hinh,
tham chi qua video hay mang Internet déu hop 1&. O muc c6 mét, sé
ghi tén ngwdi va chu thich By way of telephone, (video conferencing,
tele-conferencing, via the Internet).

Két thac cudc hop, bién ban thwong cham dat bang cau: “There
being no further business the meeting concluded” hay “There being
no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed.” O



phan ky tén vao bién ban, chung ta thwdng bi anh hwéng cach viét
bién ban tiéng Viét va nghi on behalf of |a da dd. Thé nhwng bién
ban tiéng Anh phai ghi “For and on behalf of’ m&i di nghia ky thay,
dai dién cho mdt cong ty nao do.



Thwéng thirc chuyén tiéu 1am tiéng Anh

Pé thay ddi khong khi, ching ta cing xem tiéng Anh duwoc dung
dé tao hiéu qua gay cuwdi nhw thé nao. Chuyén tiéu Iam cha nwdc
nao cling vay, cé mot thé loai gy cwdi nhe vao tinh chat ngén ngl"f
cua nwdc do. Viét Nam co loai chuyén noi lai ma cé dwoc dich gidi
dén may cting khong lam nguoi nwéc khac cuoi dugc. Chuyén cuoi
viét bang tiéng Anh ciing kha nhiéu yéu tb gay cu®i ndm ngay trong
cach st dung tir ngir.

Vi du c6 dao bao chi Anh tran ngap chuyén Diana va Thai t&
Charles ly hén. Khi c6ng nwong Diana chiu khéng ndi cdnh bao chi
c theo dudi chup hinh, ba dm mét khéc. Bao Anh lién chay tit
“Princess of Wails”. Trong hoang gia Anh, twdc vi cia Diana la
Princess of Wales (Céng nwong x(¢ Wales) nhwng bao dbi thanh
wails 1a mét tr ddng Am nhwng mang nghia than khéc.

Cau chuyén sau mang dam déu 4an cach dung cac tr déng am dé
gay cuwoi. A duel was fought between Alexander Shott and John
Nott. Nott was shot and Shott was not. In this case it is better to be
Shott than Nott.

Some said that Nott was not shot. But Shott says that he shot
Nott. It may be that the shot Shott shot, shot Nott, or it may be
possible that the shot Shott shot, shot Shott himself. We think,
however, that the shot Shott shot, shot not Shott, but Nott. Anyway it
is hard to tell which was shot and which was not.

Néu dich va dé nguyén tén cla hai anh chang nay la Shott va
Nott, cau chuyén trén chang coy nghla gi nira ca. Con néu doc ca
doan that nhanh, db ai hiéu néi nghia cta né.

Ngay ca trong cac danh ngén, viéc dung nghia den cla twr dé noi
lén nghia béng cta cau cling kha phd bién. “You cannot propel
yourself forward by patting yourself on the back”. To propel oneself
forward vira c6 nghia den l1a tw day minh t&i trwéc dé di kém voi
cum ti to pat on the back. Nhwng nghia béng la thang tién, va luc dé
to pat oneself on the back lai mang nghia tw tan dwong minh.

M6t than chu hadi luat sw: “My husband has flat feet. Can | get a
divorce on that charge?” Y ba nay mudn lay ly do chéng cé ban chan
det dé ly hdn dwoc khdng. Luat sw bén dap: “Not unless his feet visit



the wrong flat’. Tw flat dwoc luat sw dung theo nghia di vé nha vo
hai.

Céac ban th&r doc doan dbi thoai nay: “- Say, in England do you
also have a blood bank?- No, but we have a liver-pool’. Blood bank
la ngadn hang mau, con liver-pool, rd rang la tén moét dia danh & Anh
(Liverpool), mudn hiéu theo nghia gan ép la kho ch*a gan ciing
dwoc. (Say, trong cau trén co nghia |a nay, thé chi).

Man-eating dwoc dung dé chi cac loai an thit ngwdi. Thé nén maoi
cd chuyén cudi sau: “- Is that a man-eating lion?- Yes, Lady, but
we’re short of men this week, so all he gets is beef'.

Loai di dap gia vo hiéu theo nghia den kha nhiéu. M&i cac ban
doc thtr mdt mau: “- | want to give myself to you. — Sorry, | don't
accept cheap gifts”. (M6t bén mudn dang tron cudc ddi, bén kia
khéng chiu nhan qua dém). “- May | see you pretty soon? — Don’t
you think I'm pretty now?”. (Pretty cau dau dung chung véi soon,
mong s&m gap lai nhwng pretty sau lai la dep).

C6 nhiéu cau phai dung ca nghia den 1an nghia béng mai thay
dwoc tinh hai hwéc cua né. Nhw cau “cham ngbén” sau: Marriage is
not a word: it is a sentence. Vra hiéu la tr ddi choi v&i cau, vira hiéu
sentence theo nghia ban an.

Hay cau: “Marriage is a three-ring circus: engagement ring,
wedding ring, and suffering” cling la cach choi chir véi am ring.

Cudi cing mdi cac ban xem lai nghia clia cac tr rat théng dung,
nobody, anybody, somebody va everybody dwgc dung trong mét tinh
hubng tha vi.

There were four people who lived together in a house. They were
called Nobody, Anybody, Somebody and Everybody. Once there was
a job to be done in the house. Anybody could have done it, but
Nobody did. It was Everybody’s job, and Somebody had to do it. This
made Everybody upset, because Nobody did the job that Anybody
could’ve done, despite the fact that Somebody had to. So Somebody
suggested that in the future Nobody could do Anybody’s job,
because Everybody would get upset.



Van formal & informal

Khac v&i dinh nghia vé van formal va informal cach day vai nam,
ngay nay nguoi ta cho rang van formal 1a loai van khéng tw nhién, it
dwoc dung hon thé van informal. Ngay xwa, hoc vién tiéng Anh
dwoc khuy&n nguwoc lai: nén tranh thé van informal chirng nao tbt
chirng dé. Luc d6 nhirng 14 thw kinh doanh bat dau bang nhirng cau
nang né nhw “/ beg your attention to the fact that...” dwoc xem la
chuan muec.

Tuy nhién, ngw&i st dung tleng Anh phai chu y s khac biét gitra
loai van bay buwom, day mau sac thwdng dung trong bao chi voi loai
van chuan trong giao tiép. Vi du khi néi vu ndé chuyén bay 800 da
gay thiét hai ndng né cho hang TWA, bao viét Flight 800 blowout
deals TWA big blow. Nhung néu ban than hang hang khéng nay
tuyén b, ho sé ndi Flight 800 explosion damaged TWA reputation.

Hay viét vé nhan vat dirng dang sau thanh cdng thwong mai cla
Olympic Atlanta 96, ngu®i ta cé thé dung The man who sells the
Olympics, twong duwong véi cach ndéi binh thwong la The man who
promotes the Olympics.

Néu ban ching kién 1& khai mac, k& cho ngwdi khac nghe, ban
viét Muhammad Ali, Clinton kicked off the Olympic opening
ceremony.

Nhuwng trong bubi I& khai trwong mot clra hang ma ban néi éng
giam dbc X kicks off the opening ceremony trwdc quan khach, e
rang ban phai kiém viéc chd khac sém. Hodc gid cé ngudi nhd ban
viét mét quang céo, ndi dung noéi sdn phdm nay tét cho moi ngudi,
ban ma viét This product is good for every Tom, Dick and Harry 1a
héng viéc. Mac du every Tom, Dick and Harry la anybody at all; a
member of the public at large.

Khi ngudi 16n hoc tiéng Anh, ho rat dé bi anh hwdng bdi thé van
day mau sac nay vi né rat hinh twong, dé nhd va gap nhiéu trong
van noi, trén bao chi, phim anh, truyén hinh. Néu cling dung trong
trd chuyén thi khéng sao nhwng dwng nén dem vao bao cao thwong
mai ciia ban. Doc cau The financial details remained hush-hush, ban
rat co an twong véi tr hush-hush (cac chi tiét tai chinh van con gilr
bi mat), nhung khi viét ban nén dung tlr confidential hon. Trong



thwong thdo hiép dinh tranh danh thué hai 1an, bao chi cé thé chay
tit Make sure the tax man only bites once. Nhwng ban thong bao
chinh thirc chac chan sé viét The signing ceremony of the treaty on
avoidance of double taxation.

Nguwoi hoc tieng Anh ddi lic t6 ra ngac nhién vi bai viét ciia minh
bi stra chira. Ho ndéi ngay ca ngudi Anh ciling viet nhw thé ma.

Chang han, dé dién dat y “Chinh phi My khéng quan ngai lam héu
qua cua viéc ttr choi cap chiéu khan nhdp canh cho Ernesto Samper
hoi tuan triréc” ngudi ta cd thé viét “There was no sleep lost at the
White House before last week’s decision to yank Ernesto Samper’s
visa’.

Nhuwng néi voi bd vo twong lai, ban tuyén bd “I will lose much
sleep if you decide to yank my proposal for your daughter’s hand” thi
chac chan ban sé mat vo.

Hoac ban vira doc & dau do thay cau: "The military gives thumb
down to smokers” ban bén ap dung deé viét thanh ndi quy co quan
“Our office gives thumb down to smokers” e cling hdng viéc luén.

NGi tém lai, ngén ng¥ ndo cling c6 nhi*ng tinh hudng dung t nay
thi thich hop, tlr khac thi khéng. Ranh gidi gitra khai niém formal va
informal ngay nay rat mo nhat, ban can nam bat nhitng tinh té cua
tinh hubng méi mong viét dung va dién dat hét y minh.



Chirc vu va nhirng rac rdi vé ngdn ngir

Nhirng ngudi thdng thao tiéng Anh ciing van lung tang khi chuyén
nhirng chirc vu trong cac coéng ty Viét Nam sang tiéng Anh twong
dwong. Dung tir nao day dé dich Trwdng phong kinh doanh: Head of
Commercial Department hay Sales Manager? Mét trwedng phong san
xuat dwoc gidi thiéu thanh Chief of Production Department hay noi
nhw nguwdi Anh thwdng dung Production Manager? C6 6ng trwedng
phong hanh chinh nhé ban dich hd chire vu 6ng ta ra tiéng Anh dé in
danh thiép, ban sé& dich Head of Administrative Department hay
Office Manager?

Trwdc hét xin noi vé tr manager. Khac véi tir giam doc trong tiéng
Viét, manager dwoc dung thoai mai trong cac céng ty nwéc ngoai
v&i mét nghia théng thudng la nguwdi quan ly, chiu trach nhiém mét
bd phan nao do trong cdng ty. Cho nén Human Resources Manager
chi 1a ngwdi lo chuyén tuyén dung, dao tao, huan luyén nhan vién
méi (Trwdng phong Nhan sw); mét Sourcing Manager hay
Procurement Manager c6 nhiém vu cung rng vat tw cho cong ty.
Nhw thé, theo ching t6i, cac t» néu & doan m& dau nén dich bang
cac tlr c6 chir manager la chinh xac, dé hiéu hon.

Déi v&i cac tap doan kinh té & My va mét sd nwdc khac, dau tién
c6 6ng President hay Chairman, thwdng la ngwdi chu that sy cua
tap doan, thwong lam chi tich héi déng quan tri nhwng khéng truc
tiép diéu hanh codng viéc. Cac 6ng nay cé thé kiém luén hay thué
nguwdi lam Chief Executive Officer (CEO), 1a nguwdi diéu hanh toan
bé hoat déng cua cbng ty. Dudi 6ng ta con cod hang loat directors
phu trach cac mang hoat dong riéng biét nhwng khac véi manager,
directors thuwéng c6 quyén tham gia hdi déng quan tri, CO quyén
tham gia cac quyét dinh quan trong trong céng ty, thU’O’ng nam mot
s6 ¢b phan nhéat dinh trong cong ty. Sau d6 mdi dén cac general
managers va managers, 1a nhitng nguwdi dwoc thué vao dé diéu
hanh cac phan viéc cu thé hang ngay.

Twong duwong voi Chief Executive Officer cia My, ngwdi Anh,
nguwdi Uc dung Managing Director ciing gibng nhw chirc vu téng
giam dbéc ma ta thwong dich 1a Director General hay General
Director. O Philippines, chirc vu nay dugc goi la President va & Anh
va Hong Kéng déi luc 1a Chief Executive.



DPéi v&i cac chire vu phé nhw phé phong hanh chinh nén dung to
assistant manager. Nén phan biét v&i tir assistant khi dung cho cac
chtre vu khac thwong mang nghia tro ly. Vi du Assistant to General
Director la trg ly tong giam déc. Con cac trwdng hop pho khac nhw
phé giam déc cé thé dung deputy hodc vice.

Cé nguoi lam twédng vi biét ngudi Viét Nam ta rat cé an twong voi
tr giam déc hay tébng giam déc, nhivtng cdng ty nwdc ngoai khi phai
nhan vién clda ho sang xady dwng mét dy an dau tw tai Viet Nam
thuwérng phong cho nhirng ngwdi nay nhirng chirc vu rat kéu. That ra
du dung tw gi di nlra cac cong ty nay khéng bao gi& goi nhan vién
khéng phai & trong Board of Directors cta ho 1a director dau. Pau
tien theo thong 1€, ngwdi chuyén trach mét dw an dwoc goi la project
manager. Sau do, 6ng ta sé la general manager cua van phong dai
dién hay chi nhanh céng ty nay tai Viét Nam. Dich chc vu nguéi dai
dién coéng ty 1a tbng giam déc nghe cé vé qua dang, phai khéng cac
ban? Vi du mét cong ty du lich m& van phong dai dién tai New York,
cr mét nhan vién sang lam trwdng dai dién tai d6. Goi 6ng nay la
tbng giam dbéc nghe sao dwgc khi chirc vu cao nhat clia cong ty nay
la giam dbc. Trong tiéng Anh thi khéng c6 van dé gi, 6ng dai dién
van |a General Manager cta van phong dai dién, con giam dbc that
sw cua cbng ty la Director.

Chi dén khi nao mét lién doanh dwoc thanh 1ap, hoi déng quan tri
cda lién doanh méi ra quyét dinh c¢ General Diretor, ho méi duwoc
cong ty me cla ho phan cong lam giam déc trong lién doanh c6
phan vén cla cong ty ay. Cho nén khi doc chirc vy cia mét nguoi
trong danh thiép, du ghi manager hay director ban phai xem nhirng
chi tiét khac trén tdm danh thiép 4y dé biét ho la giam déc bd phan
nao, la giam ddc theo nghia nguwdi Viét thuwong hiéu hay khéng.

Nhwng ciing can phan biét v&i nhivng truéng hop can gidi thiéu
chirc vu hanh chinh, ltc d6 can phai dung tir chinh xac, dac trung
cho nén hanh chinh cla méi nwéc. Cha tich UBND mét tinh hay
thanh phd khoéng thé 1a mayor, méac du t nay dé hiéu hon véi ngudi
noi tiéng Anh. Dung Chairman of the People’s Committee vira chinh
xac vira budc nguwdi nwdc ngoai tim hiéu hé théng hanh chinh cua
nudc ta dé hiéu rd cac chirc vu nay.



C6 mot chuyén cwdi lién quan dén chire vu. Thay trén danh thiép
mot nguwdi cd ghi: Ass to the Managing Director, nguw®&i khach bén
choc qué, “I know many bosses in Asia who are prone to having
someone like that around, and it's usually a son or a nephew”.
Assistant khi viét tt phai ghi thanh asst. Ghi la ass chi mang nghia
con Itra hay d6 ngdc hay ké bo dit!

Ngoai ra can chu y dén cac chire vu tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét khéng
twong dwong nhwng khi dich phai chinh xac. Tha twéng Duc la
Chancellor, B6 trwdng Tai chinh cia Anh la Chancellor of the
Exchequer, Ngoai trwdng ciia My — Secretary of State (trong khi do
chirc Secretary of State cla tiéu bang thi khéng dinh liu gi dén ngoai
giao ca), Chu tich Ha vién My — House Speaker (Speaker of the
House)... Loai tlr chirc vu ndy kha nhiéu, doi hdi ngudi st dung phai
can than kéo dé bi hd. Mot Premier of Western Australia phai duwoc
dich 1a Tha hién bang Western Australia, ch¢ khédng phai 1a Tha
twong.



“Dich la phan”

Thoi gian gan day, cac van ban tiéng Anh do nguwdi Viét soan
thdo, dich thuat xu4t hién kha nhiéu & nwéce ta. Van phong trong cac
van ban nay dbi luc rat kho hiéu dbi véi ngwdi nwédc ngoai. Ly do
quan trong nhat 1a ngwdi dich, soan thdo van ban da dung cach dich
ttr, hodc cum tr ma bd qua mdt nguyén tac quan trong trong dich
thuat: sy khac nhau trong cach dién dat khai niém gitba cac ngén
nglr phai dwoc thé hién trong qua trinh dich.

Vi duy, ta thwdng néi khai thué va dich la declare tax nhwng ngudi
Anh ho khéng noéi vay. Ho dung cum tir tax returns — bang khai thué
thu nhap ca nhan va noi to complete and lodge a tax return (hay to
file a tax return).

M6t thay gido day tiéng Anh nhiéu kinh nghiém c6 lan néi, dai y,
“dich la lam luan bang tiéng nwéc ngoai”. Suy nghi kj ban sé thay
cau noi nay that chi ly. Pau tién ban cd mét cau bang tiéng Viét
mudn dich sang tiéng Anh chang han, ban phai quén cai vd ngdn
nglr cla cau van Ay di, chi lay y twéng cda né réi dién dat lai (“lam
luan”) bang tiéng Anh twong duong, loai tiéng Anh ma nguwdi Anh
st dung.

Xin lay mét vi du cda loai tiéng Anh thdng dung trudc. Bé dich cau
Ma&i dén ther tw 6ng giam déc méi di céng tac vé, ban phai quén di
cau truc cau khang dinh nay trong tiéng Viét ma chi gitr ndi dung cau
phat ngén, nhé lai nhirng cau tiéng Anh trong tinh hubng twong tw
va “lam luén” — Our Manager wouldn’t be back from his business trip
until Wednesday. Khi d6 ban sé khéng con bi lung tung v&i nhirng
van dé nglr phap rac rdi, khé nhé nira. Qua trinh nay da dwoc tw
dong hoa dbi voi cac cau don gidn thi cling nén ap dung nd cho
nhirng cau phuc tap hon.

M6t vi du khac trong van phong thwong mai. Ong ta so tinh trang
thiéu tién méat cua cbéng ty bi phoi bay ra anh sang — His company
feared exposure of its shaky cash position. Nguwoc lai, tir exposure
trong vi du sau phai dich thanh cé kinh nghiém [st&¢r dung] — having
exposure to Microsoft Access 2.0. Ngay ca nhirng cum tir twéng la
khéng co tiéng Anh twong dwong nhw xuét khau tiéu ngach, néu ta
dirng cb gang tim tr twong dwong cho tiéu ngach ma dich bang khai
niém ta sé co border trade.



Ngwoc lai, dich tir tiéng Anh sang tiéng Viét, ban ciing nén ap
dung 16i “lam luan” nay, ban sé& thay bdng nhién minh sé& khéng con
bi rang budc b&i tlr ngr, cau tric cau va moi chuyén phirc tap khac.
Lay mét cau tiéng Anh don gidn lam vi du. Gap nhau ngudi néi tiéng
Anh hay chao bang cau How are you doing? Ho chi don gidn muén
hdi khée khéng? nhw trong tiéng Viét vay. Hay trong cau, Coca-Cola
and Pepsi are already slugging it out for control of one of the world’s
last untapped markets, khdng can tra tor dién cum t slug it out for ta
ciing co thé hiéu: Coca-Cola va Pepsi dang tranh nhau quyén kiém
soat mét trong nhing thi trivong I6n nhét thé gidi con chura khai thac.

Gap loai cau dung hinh th&rc ngl¥ phap rac réi néu ban ap dung
tinh than ndm y cta cau trong tinh hudng cla van ban ban sé dich
cau: It has to be seen to be believed thanh “Phai thdy tan mat mai tin
duwoc” ma khéng can cha y dén cau chi déng hay bi ddong. Nhirng
“cai bay” trong loai cau hai 1an phi dinh chang han ciing cé thé giai
quyét theo tinh than dé. It was not unknown for ambassadors to
travel by bicycle — Chuyén céac 6ng dai st di lam bang xe dap khéng
phai la khéng coé.

M6t quang cdo song nglr phan tiéng Anh viét quoting the
appropriate reference specified above, dang tiéc phan tiéng Viét bi
dich sai thanh xin thé hién ré vé céc tiéu chuén duwoc dé cap & trén
cung vi nguoi dich qua cau né nghia clua tle. That ra nguoi viét
quang cao mudn ndi rng vién phai ghi trong hé so nhirng ma sb cho
cac chirc vu néu trén duwgc ghi kém trong quang cao.

Hoac trong cau Subject to certain exemptions, income tax is
imposed on all residents whether they are companies or individual
and the tax applies to worldwide income thi cum tr Subject to to
certain exemptions lai cé nghia trcr mét sé trong hop [mién thuéj va
worldwide income la lgi tirc phat sinh trong ciing nhw ngoai nuworc.
Néu ban c& chdm chu tim nghia twong dwong cua subject va
worldwide, cac ban sé bj lung tung ngay.

Thoi gian gan day trén cac bao thuwdng xuéat hién cac quang cao
nguyén goc la bang tiéng Anh duoc dich sang tiéng Viét. Pay la loai
van kho dich nhat nén khéng la gi cac quang cao nay dung mot the
tiéng Viét xa la v&i ngudi Viét chang ta. Ly do chinh yéu 1a van
quang cao thwdng mang tinh khoa trweong ma nguwoi Viét ta thwong



tranh. Vi du “San phédm X sé dem lai hanh phuc ngay téi nay”. “Chi
véi hai ndp chai Z, ban co thé thay déi cudc sbéng cla ban’. hodc
mot con ché xem ti vi ri phat biéu: “Téi thdy chén qué va phat bénh
vi né mat’. Chuyen tiéng Viét bj lai “Tay” phai do cac chuyén gia
quéng cdo giai quyét chir khédng phai don thuan 1a chuyén ngén ngiy
vi ngudi dich da dich sat cum tir tiéng Anh ra tiéng Viét nhwng trwdc
mat nguwdi chi dadng quang cao nén manh dan viét lai, “lam luan” lai
nhirng cau noi ay theo 16i nodi clia ngwdi Viét véi nhau.

DPé két thuc bai viét chung tdi xin nhAn manh chuyén gi cling c6
ngoai 1€. C6 nhirng ngoai |&€ kha thu vi nhw trwdng hop hai nguodi
ban (di nhién la ngu®i noi tiéng Anh) 1au ngay khéng gdp nhau
thwérng chao Long time, no see gidng y nhw tiéng Viét.



Chir va nghia

Cé it nhéat hai bai bao nwdc ngoai ché chuyén cong ty san xuat
giéy vé sinh tai Viéet Nam dung nhan hiéu kiss me va tourism. Vi
chang ta nhan hiéu nay kha quen thudéc va khéng mang ham y gi
nhwng dbi v&i nguwdi nwdc ngodi moi ho hén gidy vé sinh thi biéu
sao ho khéng phé phan.

bay chi la mét trong hang tram vi du vé nhitng tinh hubng ngon
nglr gay sdc & mdt sd ngwdi nay nhwng lai 1a binh thuong doi voi
nhirng ngudi khac. T Far Eastern Economic Review m& han mét
chuyén muc hang tuan goi la Travellers’ Tales dé “don vwon” loai
tiéng Anh “ky cuc” tai cac nuwdc chau A. Chang téi xin diém qua mét
sb lan “don vwdn” kha ngoan muc cla t& bao nay.

Céc tén coéng ty mang nghia budn cudi trong tiéng Anh thwdng
dwoc chu y nhidu nhat. Vi du céng ty Hairichest International
Transportation and Godown Co. tai Hong Kéng. Hairichest lam
nguoi ta lién twdng dén ti hairy-chested (nguoi co nhleu Iong
ngwc); Godown ciing lam ngudi ta nghi dén hinh anh di xudng cla
cong ty.

M6t hang hang khéng danh tiéng bi choc qué vi trong cudn tap chi
quéng cdo cla hang, phan thong tin lich bay qudc té bj in sai thanh
International Fright Information. Trong khi flight 1& chuyén bay thi
fright 1a ndi so hail Mot 16i twong tw bi tac gid phat hién ngay ngoai
bia bao cla mdt hang hang khéng khac. Thay vi viét Inflight
Magazine, bao in thanh Infright Magazine. Bi may bay cua cac hang
nay dang so that.

Loai nhan hiéu hang hoa tiéu dung gay séc & ngwdi ndi tiéng Anh
cling duwoc chiéu cb kha kj nhw mét loai nwéc gidi khat cia Nhat:
Pocari Sweat (sweat trong tiéng Anh 1a... mé hdi); mét loai nwéce tinh
khiét khac ciing ciia Nhat duwoc dat tén Mucos! nghe giébng nhw tir
mucus (t6t nhat ban dirng tim hiéu t tiéng Anh mucus va mucous la
gi, e la ban sé khéng dam dung loai nwéc khoang nay dau).

C6 mét diéu la, cac tir viét sai chinh ta lai d& gay hiéu nham nhw
message (théng diép, 161 nhan g&i) va massage (mat-xa, xoa bop)
xuat hién kha nhiéu. Mét quang cao nhan dip Giang sinh ghi Father
Christmas will give a massage and X’mas present to you kids bi tac



gia choc qué la goi nh¢ dén vu Michael Jackson du dé trai vi thanh
nién.

Mot trwwdng hop viét sai chinh ta khac dwoc phat hién trén tit bao
Korea Herald: “Korean matrital art is practised in over 100 countries”.
Téac gia khéng b qua dip dua cot rang éng 1a ngudi khdng may man
vi chwa biét dén nghé thuat hén nhan (marital art) ciia Han Quéc
dwoc quang ba rong rai tai trén 100 nwdc. That ra tit bao phai viét
dung la martial art (vo thuat).

M6t quang cdo khac mac phai 16i chdm cau. Thay vi viét
Islamabad (thG d& cla Pakistan), ngwdi chd cia nha khach viét,
Islama Bad Guest House. Tac gia “d&8” nhe mot cau: “That 1a mét thi
du dang kham phuc vé loai quang cdo trung thuc”.

Tuy nhién, déi luc tac gia cling dua qua dang. Vi du nhw chuyén
ca phé MIA. Hay chuyén m6t mén an tai Thai Lan dwgc ghi trén thuc
don: “Albino with coconut milk’. Da danh albino trong tiéng Anh c6
nghia la bach tang nhwng biét dau trong tiéng Thai nd c6 mét nghia
gi d6 khac chang. Ciing nhw MIA dbi véi nguwdi phwong Tay goi nhé
chuyén linh My bi méat tich con trong tiéng Viét day chi la nwdc mial

Tuy nhién, ly thu nhét trong loat bai nay 1a nhirng cau trich tlr cac
quang cao, dung tiéng Anh chinh xac; chinh ta, nglr phap khéng cé
van de gi ma chi... sai phan dung tlr. Sau khi miéu ta khu nha nghi
cao cp cua ho, mot coéng ty bat dong san & Jakarta moi: “Inspect
our private parts today!” Céng ty nay chac chwa biét private parts
trong tiéng Anh la phan kin trong co thé nguoi ta.

Mbt t& bao tiéng Anh cua TPHCM ciing bi muc Travellers’ Tales
choc qué. Muc nay dan lai bang ty 1& s6 hd gia dinh c6 TV, dau
video... dang trén bao nguyén van nhuw sau: “TV: 82.22%,; Video
head: 51%, Frigid: 36%.” Va sau do6 binh luan: “This can only mean
that 51% of homes have some poor couch potato who has become a
complete video head, and 36% of householders are unable to enjoy
conjugal relations”.

Choi vay ac quéa. Du sao t& bao nay cling da sai khi dich dau may
video thanh video heads. No6i theo bai ban video head la cac dwdng
ranh trén mat tréng ctia ddu may video, cang nhiéu head chirng nao
may cang tdét chirng d6. Nén (ngay xwa) cac ban méi thdy quang
cao dau may nay cé 8 heads, dau kia cé 6 heads. Con mudn néi dau



may video thi phai dung video player cho loai thwdng hay VCR
(video cassette recorder) cho loai ghi hinh dwgc. Nhwng sai lam 1én
nhét 1a dich t td lanh thanh frigid. Khéd qua, frigid la lanh dam, lanh
cam nén muc nay moéi choc qué la khong hwéng dwoc hanh phuc
gia dinh.

Ta lanh ai cling biét 1a refrigerator, viét gon 1a fridge.

Cubdi cung ching t6i xin chép nguyén van méot mau ndi quy cla
mot khach san Viét Nam va xin mién binh luan vé cac 16i ngr phap,
chinh ta va ca tr vieng. “- Visitor should be not carried: Arm, pets or
material should be fired into the hotel: — Visitor should be wanted to
help: Eating and drinking, urgent or cure a descare. Should be
phoned with the receptionist; — Visitor should not be ironed-cooked-
washed. Hotel has got every service for a visitor’. La mdt diéu tac
gid lai déng tinh véi chuyén khéng nén dem khach ra Ui, ndu hay
giat!



Nhirng diéu ky la trong tiéng Anh

Trén dién dan cac mang may tinh déi Itc ciing xuat hién nhirng
bai viét rat hay vé tiéng Anh. Vi du nhw bai sau (ching tdi phéng
dich) do chinh dan ban x& viét.

“Tiéng Anh 1a mét the ngdn ngir ky la. Trong tr eggplant (ca tim)
chang thdy c6 qua trirng (egg) nao ciing nhw trong tr hamburger
(banh mi kep thit bd) lam gi co thit lon (ham). Nhirng vi du twong tw
nhw vay cé thé ké ra qua dra (pineapple) gbm hai tr khéng lién
quan tao thanh — pine (th6ng) va apple (tao); banh English muffins
(banh nwéng xbp) khéng phai do dan Anh sang ché ciing nhw khoai
tay chién (French fries) c6 gi lien quan dén dan Phap dau. Tw
sweetmeats (m@rt) méi ky nhat vi theo tirng tr né c6 nghia 1a thit
ngot trong khi sweetbreads (thit 1a lach con dé) lai chang ngot chut
nao va cling khéng dinh dang gi dén banh mi ca.

Dan Anh néi tiéng Anh theo théi quen, it khi ho quan tdm thac mac
vi sao quicksand (ving cat lay) lun rat chAm mac du trong t&r nay co
tr quick, boxing rings (san dau quyén Anh) lai vudng trong khi cé ttr
ring 1a trébn va con guinea pig (chuét lang) chdng phai la con heo
(pig) cling khoéng tr x&r Guinea ma ra”.

Téac gia tiép tuc “ché trach” sw bat nhat trong tiéng Anh. “And why
is it that writers write but fingers don’t fing, grocers don’t groce and
hammers don’t ham?” Néu sb nhiéu cla tooth |a teeth, tai sao sb
nhiéu cta booth khéng phai 1a beeth. Tai sao thanh nglr make
amends (dén bu), comb through annals of history (tim kiém trong lich
st), odds and ends (cac tht linh tinh) phai luén ludén dung voi sb
nhiéu?

“In what language do people recite at a play and play at a recital?
Ship by truck and send cargo or a truck by ship? Have noses that
run and feet that smell?

Park on driveways and drive on parkways? Lift a thumb to thumb a
lift? Table a plan in order to plan a table?” V&i cau nay tac gia mudbn
dé cap dén cac thanh ngiv trai khoay nhw Your nose is running (bi
chay nwéc mii, bi sé mii); thumb a lift (dung ngdén tay cai ra hiéu xin
di nhd xe); table a plan (dwa ra mot ké hoach dé thao luan); parkway
(dai 18); driveway (dwdng 6 t6 trong san nha).



Ngwoc lai c6 nhirng thanh nglr m&i nhin qua twdng trai nghia
nhwng that ra ching hoan toan nhw nhau. A slim chance va a fact
chance déu la it co may trong khi slim trai nghia v&i fat; quite a lot
va quite a few déu c6 nghia nhiéu mac du a /ot voi a few trai nghia
han. Ngwoi dung cang bdi réi hon vi a wise man va a wise guy khac
nhau xa, mot bén la nguwoi théng thai v? mot bén 1a ké loc 16i, lau ca;
hay oversee khac v&i overlook vi tr dau cé nghia la trong coi, giam
sat con tir sau mang nghia dé soét, bo qua.

Tac gia tw hoi “How can a person be pretty ugly?” vi pretty ugly la
hoi xau trai nhwng pretty dang riéng mot minh lai la xinh gai.

,Trong khi ,nhém,tl‘y crazy man la doé khung, mét sy nhuc ma nhwng
néu thém dau phay va noi “crazy, man” la |oi khen (tuyét voi — nhw
khi vo tay khen thwdng mét ca si). Néu noi the stars are out la troi
téa anh sao con nai the lights are out la tat hét den va cudi cung tac
gia két thuc bai viet mét cach déc dao: “And why, when | wind up my
watch, | start it, but When‘l Winq up this essay, | end it’. Vi to vvjnd up
one’s watch la lén giay dong ho con to wind up an essay la két thuc
bai viet.

Tiép theo chung t6i xin gidi thieu mot bai tho dwoc lvu truyén kha
lau roi, cling ndi Ién nhirng dac tinh ky la cua tieng Anh. Xin moi cac
be;m doc trwéce, biét dau qua do cac ban co6 thé hoc va nhé [au mét
sO tw thwong dung.

UNSOLVED MYSTERIES OF ANATOMY

Where can a man buy a cap for his knee,

(KNEECAP)

Or the key to a lock of his hair?

(A HAIR LOCK)

Can his eyes be called an academy

Because there are pupils there?

(EYE PUPIL)

Is the crown of your head where jewels are found?

(HEAD CROWN)

Who travels the bridge of your nose?

(NOSE BRIDGE)



If you wanted to shingle the roof of your mouth,

(MOUTH ROOF)

Would you use the nails on your toes?

(TOE NAIL)

Can you sit in the shade of the palm of you hand

(HAND PALM)

Or beat on the drum of your ears?

(EAR DRUM)

Or the calf in your leg eat the corn of your toe?

(TOE CORN)

Then why not grow corn on the ear?

Can the crook in your elbow be sent to jail?

(ELBOW CROOK)

If so, just what did he do?

How can you sharpen your shoulder blades?

(SHOULDER BLADE)

I'll be darned if | know — do you?

Day Ia sy két hop rat di ddm vé tén goi cac bd phan trong than thé
con nguwoi va nghia binh thwdng cua cac tlr nay. Trwdc tién tac gia
thac mac biét mua & dau chiéc mi (non) cho cai dau goi vi dau goi
dwgc goi la kneecap trong khi cap la chiéc md, cai non; hay tim ra
chia khoa m¢& 0 khoa trén mai toc?! (hair lock 1a lon toc co tir lock la
0 khoa).

Vi con nguoi (méat) duoc goi la eye pupil, tac gia tw hoi cap mat co
phai la mét hoc vién chang vi cd hoc sinh (pupil)? Va dinh dau (head
crown) ¢ phai xuat phat tr day la noi déi vwong mién (crown)?
Nhirng tv khac cling ky la khdng kém nhw song mi (nose bridge) cé
tlr cay cau, vom miéng (mouth roof) co tir mai nha, méng chan (toe
nail) co tr cay dinh, Iong ban chan, 1ong ban tay (hand palm) co tw
cay co.

Tac gia ciing thac mac ai g6 dwoc chiéc trong trong tai (ear drum)
vi tr nay co nghia la mang nhi. Phan tir cang chan (leg calf) trd
xuong cac cho chai chan (toe corn) cing c6 nhirng tw rat thu vi vi



calf con c6 nghia la con bé, va corn la hat ngd nén tac gia ty hoi:
“Can the calf in your leg eat the corn of your toe?” Dén tir khuyu tay
(elbow crook) va ba vai (shoulder blade) thi hoi hinh siw vi co ké Itra
dao (crook) va luvdi dao.

Vi nhitng sw phi ly do, cé tac gid khac doi cai cach tiéng Anh,
trwdc hét 1a trong cach viét. Két qua Ia mét sw rdi tinh réi mu ma
chung t6i xin gidi thiéu & day, di nhién nhv mét cau chuyén cwdi ma
thoi.

C6é mdt hdi ngdn nglr dé xudt dau tién nén dung “s” thay cho
nhirng mau tw “c’ mém. Khi d6 cau: “Di nhién cac céng chirc & khap
cac thanh phd sé phan kh&i don nhan tin nay” sé dwoc viét thanh:
“Sertainly, sivil servants in all sities would reseive this news with joy’.
Tiép theo, hdi nay dé nghi nén thay “c” ctrng bang “k” vi ching déng
am. Uu diém cha né, nhw hoi nay viét, “Not only would this klear up
konfusion in the minds of klerikal workers, but typewriters kould be
made with one less letter’.

DPén day hoi dwa tiép mot cai tién nira thay “ph” bang “f’ vi né sé
giup giam ddé dai nhirng tr nhw “fotograf’ khoang 20% va bd bét
nhi*ng mau tw di theo cdp nhw “II” trong “speling”. Pat dwoc nhirng
cdi tién quan trong nhw vay, hdi bén ap dung ngay va dé nghij tiép
bang thir tiéng Anh cai cach: “We would al agre that the horible mes
of silent ‘e’s in the languag is disgrasful. Therfor we kould drop thes
and kontinu to read and writ as though nothing had hapend”.

[ }] (13

Budc ké la thay “th” kho doc bang “z”. “Perhaps zen ze funktion of
“‘w” kould be taken on by “v’, vitsh is, after al, half a “‘w”. Cubi cung
“0” dwoc loai bd ra khdi cum “ou”, loai “a” khdi cum “ea”... Két qua
héi c6 cau sau, xin m&i cac ban giai ma: “Kontinuing zis proses yes
after yes, ve vud eventuli hav a reli sensibl riten styl. After tventi yers
zer vud be no mor trubls, difikultis and evrivun vud fin it ezi tu
understand ech ozer. Ze drems of the Guvermnt vud finali haw kum

tru’. Hehe.



Chuyén dai quang cao bang tiéng Anh
P4 c6 nhiéu y kién vé viéc sir dung ngdn ngl tran lan trong quang

cao, bang hiéu va giao dich. Nhwng hau nhu chwa cé ai dé cap dén
nhirng sai sot ngo’ ngan vé ngén nglr trong nhirng tinh hudng nay.

Chang han gan day tap chi FEER (Far Eastern Economic Review)
da choc qué mot cdng ty san xuat nwéc tinh khiét tai Vit Nam khi
dung tlr free bacteria trén nhan. Bai bao viét, “Ho chém dep moi the
chi trir vi khuan”. Héa ra néu viét free of bacteria thi méi c6 nghia vé
trung, vé khudn nhw y dinh cGa nha san xuat con dé nguyén nhuw
trén lai cé nghia vi khuan mién phi!

Hay mét quang cao duwoc lap di l1ap lai hang tram lan trén cac bao
cho rang “JVC nha phat minh ctia hé VHS”. Néi nhw thé chang khac
gi khoe Edison, nha phat minh cia bong déen, Bell nha phat minh
cua may dién thoai. Chir cua & day la do cach dich sai nguyén ban
tiéng Anh. Sau cau nay tac gid con chua thém “hé video duoc va
chubéng nhét thé gié”. Lam gi cé sw chon lwa nao khac ngoai
VHSVjhhjVHS cho hé video gia dinh ma goi 1a wa chudng nhat. Tw
popular trong nguyén ban phai dich la phdé théng méi dang.

M6t quang cédo khac trén mot tuan bao tiéng Viét thong bao tuyén
nguwdi noi viét thong thao tiéng Anh. Noi dung quang cao bang thir
tiéng Anh chwa sach nwéc can, pham dén 6, 7 16i.

Hay nhw mét thAm my vién quang cdo la giam déc dwoc céng
nhan la vién si théng tAn mot vién han Iam cta My vé gidi phau tham
my. Ch&c vi giam dbc nay ciling biét academy trong tiéng My thwdng
dwoc dung v&i nghia vién, té6 chire hon 1a vién han 1am.

Trong nhirng lan 1& lat c6 nguwdi nwdc ngoai tham dw hay do cac
céng ty nwdc ngoai td chirc, cac bai dién van thwdng duoc dich
sang tiéng Anh. Sai s6t dap vao tai nguwdi nghe thworng ndm & phan
xwng hé. Nao la Dear Mr..., Dear... That ra trong tiéng Anh, khi
mudn ndi kinh thwa 6ng..., nguwdi Anh chi dung Mr... 1a da. Vi du
phan mé& dau “Kinh thwa 6ng Nguyén Van A, Téng giam déc cong ty
B’ chi can dich “Mr Nguyen Van A, General Manager of B’.

M6t sai sot khac thwdng gap hon 1a cum tir “theo t67” phan déng
duwoc dich la “according to me”. Pay la mét 16i ngé ngan vi according
to me hoan toan khéng cé nghia trong tiéng Anh. Trong khi



according to him, according to his account c6 nghia la theo I0i anh
ta, theo tuong thudt cua anh 4y thi khéng 1& according to me phai
duwoc hiéu 1a theo loi téi noil Dé dién dat y “theo t67” nén dung | think,
hoac In my opinion.

Tém lai, cung mét y twéng, nhw dién dat bang tiéng Anh déi luc
khac xa cach dién dat théng thuwong bang tiéng Viét. Nhirng ngudi
da hoc qua tiéng Anh déu biét dén nhirng tinh hudng hién nhién nhw
“Anh (chi) can gdp ai?” phai néi la “Can | help you?” thi khi gap
nhirng tinh huéng phdrc tap, t& nhj hon, can phai can than vaéi tiéng
Anh cGia minh. Mudn néi “Xin 16i téi nghe khéng ré, 6ng vui Iong Idp
lai cdu héi vira réi?” xin dirng dung ti “repeat”.

Mudn héi “Ong cé thé tam tng mday thang tién nha?” nén dung
danh tir upfront hon la déng tir pay in advance...

Trong van phong thwong mai ciing vay, chang ta can ndm virng
nhirng sw khac biét trong 16i dién dat gitra tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét
m&i cé thé thanh cdng trong thwong thdo hop dong.



Tam quan trong cta ngwoi phién dich
Kinh doanh hay dau tw déu thwérng bat dau bang cac cudc tiép
xuc qua dé cac bén danh gia dbi tac ctia minh. Mét diéu it ai ngd
chinh ngwdi phién dich trong cac budi hop nay lai déng vai trd kha
quan trong, it nhiéu quyét dinh sw thanh céng hay that bai cia mét
mdi quan hé m&i, moét dw an hop tac mai.

D7 nhién, thyc lwc cia mot dbi tac thwong dwoc danh gia qua hoat
dong chinh cua ho chir khéng phai qua ngudi phién dich.

Nhuwng an twong ban dau vé nguwoi lanh dao sau lan tiép xic dau
tien thwong rat sau, khé ma thay do6i an twong nay, mot phan dwoc
tao b&i ngdbn nglr, cach dién dat, thai dd6 va sy am hiéu thuwong
trrd'ng cua nguwoi phién dich.

MGt gidam doc di nam luat dau tw viing dén dau nhwng nguoi
phién dich cua minh lai khong biét nhitng khai niém luat, dung sai
tr, dich khéng hét y cling sé gay an twong khéng t6t cho khach.

Nguwoc lai, khach héi mot dwéng, ngwdi phién dich dién giai mot
néo thi lam sao cau tra I1&i cda minh lam hai khach hai long dworc.

Co6 moét vi khach haoi “Is the establishment of an affiliated office of
my insurance company in Vietnam considered one of the possible
investment vehicles?” Néu ngg’()’i phién dich khéng hiéu Igét de dic;h
toe yehicles thénh~céc dang dau tw hoac cac hinh thL’fc déu’tu’, chac
chan anh ta sé dién giai cau héi thanh chuyén 6 t6 mién thué!

Ngay ca lic di vao thdo luan chi tiét hop dong, phia Viét Nam
chang han muén biéu 16 thai do clrng ran, khong nhwong bd, 6ng
giam doc st dung tr nglr dé nadi Ién sw kién quyéet cia minh.

~Nhung néu gap mot nguoi phién dich non tay nghé, lai quen voi
16i n6i bai ban, lich sy, mém déo thi hdng chuyén. Ngay ca nhirng
phat bieu cua lanh dao cap tinh, cap bd néu cd té nhi, co nhiéu ham
y, hay c¢6 y hém hinh, qua mét phién dich yéu, cac sac thai nay bién
mat, thay vao do la nhirng cau néi khudén sao khong dung thyc té.

‘Nhan day ciing xin nhac mét thoi quen cia nhiéu nguoi siv dung
tieng Anh thich ndi gon, “/ fax you...”. N&i vay nghe ky lam vi dé gay
khé chiju cho khach nwéc ngoai. Chung ta nén can than hon va dung
“I will send you a fax...”.



M6t théi quen khac thwéng thdy trén cac danh thiép bang tiéng
Anh la chuyén tén nguoi Viét bi cat trui cac diu. L& ra phai giup cac
ban hang nwéc ngoai goi t&n minh cho chinh xac, cac giam déc nha
ta cir nhw danh d6 ho bang céac tén lo’ 1& khdng dau, wa doc nhw thé
nao cling dwoc. Nhirtng chuy@n bubn cuoi tlr théi quen nay da xay
ra. Chudng dién thoai d5, mét giong nai lich sw: “Cho téi gdp De”. “O
day khéng co6 ai tén do ca”. “Thé cho toi gap 6ng bé. Khong co a?

Vay éng Dé, éng Dé...”. Cac ban thi twdng twong xem cé bao
nhiéu kha nang dat tén cho éng nay?

Ngwoc lai, khi dich cac bai dién van, cac tay phién dich ct gilr
nguyén giong “Tay”, phat am tén tudi cac quan chirc cling theo kiéu
lo' 1& nhw thé. Cac ban dé& y xem, nhirtng xwédng ngdn vién nhiéu kinh
nghiém trén cac chwong trinh phat thanh, bang tiéng nwéc ngoai
khéng bao gi® mac phai 16i nay.

Chuyén tén tudi trén cac danh thiép cang rac rdéi hon khi nhiéu
ngwdi thich ddo 16n tén minh cho dung trét tw trong tiéng Anh. Cho
nén NGUYEN VAN A sé thanh A NGUYEN VAN. Péng y la cé nhiéu
nguwoi Viét hién dang sinh sdng & nwéc ngoai phai dung cach dao
tén nay dé tranh nham lan trong xwng hd cho ban bé méi quen. Vi
theo cach xwng hé trong tiéng Anh éng John Brown sé& thanh Mr.
Brown trong xwng ho trinh trong hay John trong gi&i ban bé.

Nhwng d6 1a chuyén bén Tay. O Viét Nam ching ta phai xai theo
cach ndi clia nguoi Viét va ngudi nwdc ngoai nao vao day déu phai
biét, phai hoc cach xwng hd cho dung.

M6t mau chuyén c6 that xay ra tai sadn bay. M6t nhdm doanh nhan
nwdc ngoai td vé mirng r& khi gan dén gi& bay maéi thay éng giam
dbc dbi tac xuat hién. “Oh, I'm glad you make it’. Roi bat tay vo vai
than thiét. Cé thw ky phién dich ngay, “Ong ta néi rét mimg vi chu da
thure hién dwoc chuyén do”. Mét lat sau 6ng giam dbc nguwoi Viét hoi
nhd: “Nay chau, lic ndy chéu dich gi chi khéng hiéu. Chau héi lai
xem ho néi chi lam duoc chuyén gi vdy?” Cling may cho ¢, da dén
gi0 I1én may bay, cd khéng kip hoi. Make it la mét thanh nglr ma
nghia ctia né phai linh déng hiéu tuy tinh hudng. Thay gan tré gi®
ma 6ng ban minh m&i xuat hién, ngwdi khach nwdc ngodi mirng 1a
6ng ban da toi kip chuyén bay. Hay trong mét cudc thwong thdo gay
can, sau khi dat dwoc nhirng thda thuan cé lgi cho coéng ty bang



nhirng ly 1& virtng chéc, day thuyét phuc, ban bé ddng nghiép sé
chuc mwrng make it! (thanh céng) vay thoéi.



Can than vé&i nhirng tir nay
C6 nhirng tr twdng chirng rat don gidn va dé hiéu ma nhing ai
m&i hoc qua tieng Anh déu biét. Nhwng sir dung trong van canh
thwong mai, nhirng tir nay mang nghia hoan toan mai, dé gay nham
lan.
Chéang han, tir futures khdng mang nghia twong lai nhw ban nght.

Mot thwong gia c6 thé mua hang theo dang actuals (giao hang
ngay hay giao hang trong mét thoi diém twong lai voi gia theo thoi
diém giao dich) hoac theo dang futures (dinh gid cho nhirng mét
hang mua ban va giao vao mét thei diém nhat dinh trong twong lai).

Muc dich cta viéc mua ban futures (dealings in futures) 1a nham
giam bét rdi ro khi gia tang, giam khéng lwong trwdc. Cho nén ban
thworng thay trén bao dwa tin gia dau thé giao vao thang 10 la...,
giao vao thang 2 nam sau la...

Tw holding trong holding company la céng ty me, céng ty nam cd
phan cda nhiéu céng ty khac chir khéng phai céng ty ¢d phan (joint-
stock company). Pang sau tén cac céng ty nwdc ngoadi, ching ta
thworng thay cac tir Pte, Pty. Pte 1a tir viét tat cua tir private trong
private limited company (cong ty trach nhiém hiru han khéong dwoc
ban ¢b phan ra ngoai). Riéng & Uc va Nam Phi, thwdng dung Pty
(proprietary company) v&i nghia twong tw. Theo Iuét, phai kém Pte
hay Pty vao tén chinh thirc cua cong ty.

Order of business lai c6 nghia chwong trinh hop (hdi ddng quan
tri), hay trinh trong hon dung order of the day (chwong trinh nghi

si). Bon gian hon cd nhitng cum tlr nhw down-market (chuyén ban
hang ré tién) trong cau That dress shop has moved down-market
(Clra hang quan 4o &y da chuyén sang phuc vu khach it tlen) Hay
working capital (vén lwu dong). M6t mén hang mua theo kiéu hire-
purchase c6 nghia la mua tra gop; v&i cac cong ty mua may méc tra
cham thi cé twr deferred payment.

NG6i chuyén thwong mai thi phai dé cap dén tién bac. C6 nhiéu
nghia tha vi di kem v&i tv money. Vi du, For my money, his
suggestion is better than your idea. For my money & day mang
nghia Theo t6i, néu hdi t6i. Con trong cau I’'m not made of money,
you know! thi make of money lai cd nghia rat giau. Thanh ngl



Money talks suc tich hon. Dién dich n6 ra cé thé noi néu ta giau moi
nguoi sé dbi xtr khac, néu ta co tién moi viéc sé suén sé hon... (gan
bang Manh vi gao, bao vi tién).

M6t quang cdo co dong chir Money-back guarantee ham y néu
ban khéng hai ldng vé san phdm nay, ching t6i s& hoan tra tién cho
ban. M6t anh chang tiéu tién nhw nwéc, lam ddng nao xai hét ddng
do sé dwoc dac ta Money burns a hole in his pocket.

Trong nganh ngan hang, floating money c6 nghia la tién nhan rdi,
tién khéng biét dau tw vao dau phai tam gi vao ngan hang trung
wong; final money la cac loai tin dung, tién trong tai khodn cé thé
chuyen dm bang séc; fresh money la vén mai trai voi old money |a
von cb san, near money la nhitng the tai san co thé chuyén doi
thanh tién nhw trai phiéu, hbi phiéu.

Trong gia dinh, pin-money la tién 6ng chéng cho vo hay con gai
tiéu vat, chung hon thi cé t&r pocket money (tién dan tai). Cudi cung,
money at call hay call money 1a tién cho vay c6 thé doi lai bat ky luc
nao.



Lai nhirng tir nhiéu nghia

M6t cong ty Viét Nam nh& ngudi dich tap hé so gidi thiéu mot dbi
tac nwéc ngoai ctia ho dang mudn lién doanh 1am an.

Nhiéu nguoi t& vé khong an tam vé dbi tac nay vi nghe dau co
dinh dén “Ho6i déng An ninh Quéc gia” cia nwédc ban. Hoa ra ngudi
dich da chuyén sai cum tir “Securities Commission” ma thwc té chi la

“Uy ban Chirng khoan”. Thé do, secur/ty ngoai nghia thong thwong
la an ninh, trong kinh doanh, dung & dang sé nhiéu né mang nghia
rat hién lanh 1a tat ca cac loai chirng khoan nhuw shares (c6 phén),
bonds (trai phiéu). Cho nén securities market 1a thj trwong ching
khoan.

Twong tw, v&i tlr policy, ai cling nghi dén chinh sach, duwong 16i
chir trong thwong trwérng, dac biét trong nganh bao hiém no chi la
nhitng diéu khoan théa thudn clta hop ddng bao hiém. Vi du, a
policy holder 1a ngwdi c6 hop ddng bao hiém, a fire insurance policy
la hop ddng bao hiém héa hoan. Cho nén to write a policy la ky hop
ddng bao hiém. Lé phi bao hiém 1a premium.

M6t éng khach nwdc ngoai di thué nha. Ong ta héi: “Who’s going
to foot the bill for all the repairs?” va ba chl nha, co biét so tiéng
Anh, ngo ngac khong hiéu ong ta mudn héi gi? Phai chang ai sé
nhan thau viéc sra chira? Néu chl nha biét to foot the bill 1a chiu
trach nhi@m thanh toan chi phi thi ba ta sé hiéu ngay y khach muén
hdi ai sé tra tién cho viéc tan trang ngdi nha.

M6t tlr quen thudc khac ciing thwdéng gay nham lan la overhead
nghe qua nhw mét tinh tr v&i nghia trén dau, trén cb chi day. Ngoai
nghia théng thwdng nhw vay, overhead con dwgc dung nhw mot
danh ttr chi moi chi phi cia mét van phong, mét doanh nghiép.

Heavy overheads including electricity, office rentals... reduced his
profits — chi phi hoat dong cao nhw tién dién, tién thue van phong
lam sut giam Igi nhudn cta 6ng ta.

Cé nhirng tr khi doc vao ta biét ngay n6 mang moét nghia la
nhwng doi luc khong tim dwgc nghia ay trong tlr dién. Chang han
sandwich lease. O Viét Nam ta dang sandwich lease trong cong
dong ngwdi nwdc ngoai kha nhiéu. Mot dng thué mét vi-la, ky hop
ddng ba nam, xong lai cho mdt 6ng khac thué, di nhién v&i gia cao



hon. Dang thué di, thué lai nhw thé goi la sandwich lease. Nguoi
thué sau dwoc goi la sublessee hay subtenant. Nhan dé cap dén tur
sandwich xin néi ludn mét cum tlr miéu t& mdét nghé ma, may thay,
chwa thiy xuét hién & nudc ta: sandwich man. Day 1a ngudi chuyén
mang nhirng bién quang cdo trwdc nguwc va sau lwng, nhw thé anh
ta la mdt mau banh sandwich, di dao réng trén phd.

Trong budn ban, tr sale xuat hién kha nhiéu. Nhwng on sale
khéng phai chi d& ban binh thwéng ma ban véi gia ha, ban “xon”.
Khi mét clra hang hold an end-of-season sale (ban ha gia cudi mua),
moi nguwdi nd nrc buy goods at the sales (mua hang ha gia), dac
biét tai cac closing-down sale vi clra hang nay sé& ban téng ban thao
moi thr trvdc khi dong clra. Phan biét n6 véi loai jumble sale hay
rummage sale, khi nguoi ta ban céac loai hang cii, hang xau vi muc
dich tw thién.

Mua ban lién quan dén cac hoat déng tir thién con co tw bring-
and-buy sale: quy&n gop tién bang cach mbi ngwdi déu mang theo
mot mén hang dé ban va sau d6 mua mdét mén mang vé, con sale of
work |a mét budi ban hang do nhirng ngu®i trong mot hdi doan lam
ra d& quyén tién giup ngudi nghéo.

Dan buén hang 4o quan cii thwdng mua hang theo dang sale as
seen, mua nguyén thung chwa khui, may nho rdi chju. Can than thi
ho mua ban theo dang sale by description (mua theo miéu ta).

Nhéc lai chuyén nhirng tr nhiéu nghia d& gay nham lan nay vi
gan day co6 it nhat ba t& bao dwa tin thiéu chinh xac, mét phan do
dich sai nguyén ban mét mau tin dang trén t& Vietnam Investment
Review. Cac bédo dwa vao tin nay va viét mét cong ty My sang ky
hop déng mua gao cua Viét Nam, “Céng ty Texas Firm American
Rice, thanh vién cla Los Angeles-based Erly Industry Group”. That
ra day chi la Céng ty American Rice tai bang Texas, thanh vién cua
tap doan Erly Industry Group c6 tru s& chinh déng tai Los Angeles.



Viét tit khéng han la don gian

C6 1& nhiéu ngudi da tieng gap tor viét tt VIP va déu biét do la
mot very important person (yéu nhan, nhan vat quan trong). Van dé
& day Ia cach phat am, VIP trong tiéng Anh phai doc la [vi ai pi] chi
khéng phai [vip] nhw nhiéu ngwdi thuwong nghi. Thér niva, VIP trong
tiéng Anh chi dung cho nhan vat quan trong that sw, nhv VIP
Lounge tai san bay 1a d& danh cho cac yéu nhan tra 1&i phéng van
chang han. Chr khéng phai nhw & mét sé dia diém kinh doanh cuta
ta ctr dung VIP cho nhitng ai sdn sang tra tién nhiéu, 1am VIP bién
twéng thanh khach hang sang.

Lam sao dé biét tir viét tat ndo dwoc doc thanh nhirng mau tw
riéng biét, tv ndo thi phat am thanh mét t&r m&i? N6i chung tir viét
tdt phan lam hai loai; acronym nhw radar (radio detection and
ranging), sonar (sound navigation and ranging), laser (light
amplification by stimulated emission of radiation), UNESCO (United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) thi dwoc
doc thanh mét tvr ma&i. Ngay cad ngwdi Anh dbi luc cling quén mat
xuat x(r nhitng t&r ndy ma chi doc va dung ching nhw mét tr méi
nguyén.

Con cac tir viét tat thuan tay abbreviation nhw VIP & trén, WHO
(World Health Organization)... thi phai phat &m thanh tirng mau tw.

R4t nhiéu nguoi thay tr WHO, NGO “dé doc” qua nén c¥ doc nhuw
“tiéng Viét” lam nguwdi nwdc ngoai khdng hiéu do 13 tw gi.

Cach doc nay cling ap dung cho cac tw thwong gap nhu MIA.
Riéng vé tir MIA (missing in action) dé chi cac linh My mét tich trong
chién tranh, cé mot 16i rat khoi hai ma bao Far Eastern Economic
Review trong muc Travellers’ Tales da mac phai. Khéng biét ho 13y
dau ra tAm hinh chup mét quan ca phé kiém luén ban nwéc mia. Ri
ngwoi phu trach muc nay vé véi da chuyén & Ha Noi cé quan ca phé
MIA, nao 1a van dé MIA da tré thanh mot mén hang kinh doanh trong
thdi bubi kinh té thi trwéng. Phai noi tan phét nhw vay ciing tai. Chi
c6 diéu dau sac trong hinh qua ré nén bao phai dang dinh chinh sau
khi hang chuc déc gia gvi thw phan déi.

Cé nhitng tlr viét tdt nhw i.e. (id est), viz (videlicet) va e.g.
(exempli gratia) thuwérng dwoc dung trong van viét nén khi doc 1én, it



ai doc thanh mau tw roi, hoac doc tr nguyén Latinh ma thwdong tw
dong dich sang tiéng Anh ndi; i.e. thanh that is (to say), viz thanh
namely, e.g.

thanh for example.

Céc tir viét tat trong tiéng Anh thwong mai thi qua nhiéu va cac tiv
dien chuyén dung diéu cé moét phan danh riéng cho tw viét tat.

Chuing t6i chi xin gi&i thiéu mot so tir viet tat trong Iinh vire dau tw
va cac trwong hop twong doi dac bi,ét. FDI (Foreigq Diregt
Iljvestment) vao Viét Nam kéo theo sw xuat hién ciia mot so tir viet
tat quen thudc nhv BCC (Business Cooperation Contract — Hop
déng hop tac kinh doanh), BOT (Build-Operate-Transfer), BoM
(Board of Management), CEO (Chief Executive Officer), MOU
(Memorandum of Understanding)... Co cac tw it quen thuéc hon nhuw
DTR (double taxation relief — tranh danh thué hai lan).

Cudi cac van ban thuong thay tir viét tat cc, co 1 ching ta doan
dwoc ngay né twong tw nhw tr noi nhan, ban sao déng kinh gt

Cc la ti viét tat cGa carbon copy (to), xuat phat tir thoi con dung
may danh ch* kém nhiéu ban gidy than d& sao mét cdng van. Trwdc
chir ky ddi luc co tir pp. Day 1a t viét tat tlr Latinh per pro c6 nghia
ky thay, thay mat. Vi du pp John Brown, la nguoi thw ky thay 6ng
John Brown khi 6ng nay di vang.

Viét tat 13 vay nhwng nguworc lai néu mudn dién dat day du, chang
han chung ta V|et mot con sb réi m& ngodc dong ngoac viét nguyén
toan chir con sé do thi dung t& nao? Trong trwdng hop ‘nay, nguoi
Anh thwdng dung tir say & trwdc hay tir only & sau con so.



Khoéng c6 gi dang cwéi v&i nhirng tir nay

Tiéng Anh trong kinh doanh ciing c6 nhirng tlr — nghia thi nghiém
tdc, hinh thire thi budn cwdi nhw nude contract hay naked contract
néu dich theo nghia den la hop déng khda than hay hop déng tran
trudng! That ra trong van thwong mai, cac tir nay cé nghia 1a nhirng
hop ddng khéng cwdng ché duoc, la loai hop déng tam truéc khi ky
hop déng chinh thirc. Nguoi ky loai hop déng nay phai chdp nhan
dd rui ro cao nén mai co tir naked.

Trong giao dich ching khoan co tir bear campaign day khong phai
la chién dich giu xam cling nhw bull campaign khéng phai la chién
dich bo tot! Bear campaign do cac tay mua ban ching khoan tao ra
khi ban hang loat cb phiéu dé& day gia xubng réi sau d6 mua lai kiém
|&6i. Con bull campaign thi ngwoc lai, cac tay dau co chirng khoan
nay mua bang dwoc moi loai cb phiéu, thuc dady moi ngudi mua theo
cho dén khi khéng da cau, gia chirng khoan 1&n cao céac tay bull nay
mé&i ban ra va hbt bac. Trong chirng khoan, cac cdng ty I&n, co uy
tin khap thé gi¢i thwdng ban ra loai ¢d phiéu bluechip.

Trong khi bank holidays trong tiéng Anh c6 nghia binh thuwong 1a
nhirng ngay nghi 1& thi bank holiday trong tiéng My lai 1a nhirng ngay
ngan hang budc phai dong clra dé tranh tinh trang ngudi co tai
khoan rut tién 6 at. Earnest hay earnest money (tién nghiém tuc) 1a
loai tién tam (rng, tién d&t coc xem nhw té y sé thwe hién dang cam
két mua ban gitra hai bén.

Mot tr khac cling cd hinh thaee la catch-22. Mot nha dau tw tim
duoc dbi tac tét nhwng coéng ty nay khdng cé6 méat bang, quay sang
mot dbi tac khac c6 mat bang nhung thiéu vén, nha dau tw nay than
phién éng ta dang gap phai mét catch-22 situation hay mét tinh trang
nan giai, mot vong luan quan khé thoat.

V&i sw xuat hién hang loat van phong dai dién cho cac céng ty
nwédc ngoai, nhu cau tuyén dung nhan vién gidi ngay cang cao lam
nay sinh mét hién twong goi la job jumper hay job hopper. bay la
nhirng ngu®i chuyén nhay viéc, 1am & noi nay vai thang réi nhay
sang mot van phong khac. Bwoc goi la mot job jumper khong hay ho
gi vi tr ndy mang nghia xau chi mét nguwoi khdng on dinh. Ngwoc
lai, cac céng ty nwdc ngoai mudn tuyén mod ngudi gidi phai dung



bién phap head-hunting, lGc d6 cac head-hunters di lung suc tuyén
nhirng nhan vién co kinh nghiém cho cdng ty.

Nhan day, xin gi¢i thiéu tr shop v&i mét vai nghia la. Shop
steward khong phai la ngwdi ban hang ma trong cac nha may, xi
nghiép moét shop steward la mét can bd coéng doan, dai dién chinh
thirc cho cong nhan. Con mét shop-lifter 1A mot ké cap vat, chuyén
vao cac clra hang gid v& mua sam va thudng vai mon dé khéng
thém tra tién. To talk shop |1a noi chuyén lam &n, chuyén céng tac
ngoai gi® lam viéc. Shopper la nhirng t& bao chuyén quang cao cac
cltra hang, tiém an dia phwong, phat khéng cho khach vang lai.
Trong cau his clothes lay all over the shop thi all over the shop chi
c6 nghia la bra bai, khdp noi. To set up shop |a bat tay vao mét
cbng viéc lam an.

Nhirng ttr B/H va A/H cac ban thiy trén cac danh thiép Ia tw viét
tat cia business hours (trong gi® lam viéc) va after hours (ngoai gi®
lam viéc) thwdng dung v&i cac sb dién thoai nhw mét cach néi khac
cho dién thoai co quan va dién thoai nha riéng.



S6 va chir so

Khac vai Viét Nam va nhiéu nwée chau Au khac, Anh va My ¢6 16i
viét cac con sb6 dé gay nham lan. Néu ngudi Phap hay ngudi Viét
viét 1,467 thi ngudi Anh, nguwdi My sé viét 1.467. Nén $99.999 trong
tiéng Anh chi gan bang moét trdam USD chir khéng phai gan bang mot
trdm ngan USD. Néi gon 1a néu ta phay thi ho chAdm con ta cham thi
ho phay. Hién nay dé tranh nham lan, 16i viét chinh thirc dwoc dé
nghi va dwoc nhiéu nguwdi 1am theo la dung mét khodng tréng sau
moi ba chir sb thay cho dau phay. Vi du 5 000; 50 000 ho&c 0.005;
0.000 50.

Cau van tiéng Anh khéng dwoc bat dau bang con s6; ltic do phai
viét sb thanh chir. Vi du: Twenty-three cars and 193 bikes were sold.

Ho&c néu con sb vira dai vira di lién voi diu $, ta phai viét lai cau
van véi cach m& dau khac di. ($712 867 was collected in one suburb
alone... phai dwoc viét thanh In one suburb alone, $12 867 was
collected... hoac A total of $12 867 was collected...).

Céch viét ngay thang cua ngwdi My va nguoi Anh khac nhau nén
cling dé& gay nham Ian. Nguoi Anh, ngwdi Uc thiy 10.8.87 thi hiéu 1a
ngay 10 thang Tam nam 1987 con nguwoi My sé cho do la ngay 8
thang 10. D& théng nhéat, International Organization for
Standardization — Té chirc Tiéu chuan hoa qudc té (ISO) quy dinh
cach viét theo thtr tw: nam, thang, ngay — 19870810. Cac ban chu y
thdy duoi nap dd hop thuo’ng c6 cach viét ngay thang nhw thé dé
ghi ngay hét han dung ctia san pham.

Con trong van thwong mai, nén viét day dd tén thang nhw August,
December chir khéng nén viét tat cling nhw chuyén thanh sé. Viét
10 September 1994 |a rd rang va dé hiéu nhét.

Néu cau van chdm dut bang mot ngay trong thang, phai viét ngay
bang chir, khdng thé viét bang sb. Vi du Students were told that
tutorials would be held on 2, 9, and 16 June, that lectures were on 4,
11, and 18, and that an exam would be held on the thirtieth (hoac on
the 30th).

Chu y mdt sb cach viét ngay thang khac: nam 50 trwéc Cong
nguyén — 50 BC nhwng nam 205 sau Cong nguyén — AD 205; thap
nién 60 — the 1960s (chr khdong phai the 1960’s).



Thém mét chuyén ngay thang nira |la nhirng tr biweekly,
bimonthly c6 hai nghia; mét |a hai tuan, hai thang mét 1an, nghia thi
hai 1& mot tudn, mot thang hai 1an. Mot biweekly magazine thuong
mang nghia tap san xuat ban hai tudn mét lan, ban nguyét san
nhwng van cé thé dung dé chi cac to tap chi mét tuan ra hai sb.

Xin gi@i thiéu véi cac ban moét sé tr lién quan dén con sb va nghia
dac biét cha chung trong van thwong mai. Trwdc hét have got
someone’s number 1a biét tdng y d6 mét ngwdi nao dé ch khong
phai la biét sb6 dién thoai cla ho dau. Vi du They pretend to be
friendly in the meeting but I've got their number; they just like to
know everything. Trong thwong mai sd thwdng gap nhéat 1a bang gia,
cho gia, chao gia (quotations, quoting): Please find enclosed our
current catalogue and price-list quoting c.i.f. prices Kobe. Trong cau:
The net price of this article is $10.00, to which must be added VAT at
17.5%, making a gross price of $11.75 thi net price la gia gbc va
gross price 1a gia da tinh thém vao thué, van chuyén bao hiém...
(trong trwdng hop nay 1a thué gia tri gia tang).

Cac hang budn chao gia thwdng ghi thém cau firm... day nhw cau
We can offer you a price of $6.89 per item, firm 21 day, after which
the price will be subject to an increase of 5%. O’ day chi hang muédn
noi, gia chao ban sé khéng thay ddi trong vong 21 ngay con sau do
sé phai tang thém 5%.

Ban budn thuwdng phai bot gia, giam gia. Coé loai giam gia cho ban
hang cung nganh nghé goi la trade discount, gidm gia cho cac don
hang mua sb lwong nhiéu goi la quantity discount va gidm gia cho ai
trd tién mat khéng xai chuyén khoan goi la cash discount. Vi du The
net price for this model is $7.50, less 10% discount for quantities up
to 100 and 15% discount for quantities over 100 — “gia goc kiéu hang
nay la 7,5 USD, mua 100 céi tr& xubng gidm 10% va mua 100 céi tré
Ién giam 15%”.



Ho so xin viéc lam: tiéng Viét hay tiéng Anh

Hién nay nhu cau tuyén dung nhan vién lam cho cac xi nghiép co
von dau tw nwdc ngoai va cac van phong dai dién cac cong ty nuoc
ngoai ngay cang cao. Mac du cung chua da cau, nhat 1a vé mét chat
lwong, viéc tuyen chon nhan vién tai cac noi nay kha khat khe. Sau
khi dang bao tuyén ngudi, c6 mdt chi nhanh ngan hang nhan dwoc
hang trdm don cho méi mot chd lam. Lam sao dé hd so xin viéc lam
cla cac ban ndi bat Ién trong hang trdm 14 don nhw thé?

Vi céc cdng ty nwéc ngoai thwdng yéu cau ngudi ndp ho so viét
don bang tiéng Anh, xin gidi thiéu v&i cac ban tré sw khac nhau gitra
hai bd ho so xin viéc 1am bang tiéng Viét va bang tiéng Anh.

Khac v&i hd so xin viéc 1am bang tiéng Viét thuwong dién vao cac
mau in san gom don, ly lich..., doi véi mét ho so xin viéc lam bang
tiéng Anh khéng bao gio nén dung mau in san trir tredng hop coéng
ty tuyen dung yéu cau dung mau don cla ho. Don ly lich phai tw
minh viét ch&r dirng nén rap khuén theo cac mau trong sach giao
khoa. Ban thir twéng twong ban la giam ddc mét cong ty, doc hang
chuc 1a don véi nhirng I&i van nhw nhau thi ban sé& nghi nhw thé
nao? Don thuwdng nén viét thang vao van dé.

Chang han ban viét don sau khi doc bao thdy quang céo can
ngwoi: | would like to apply for the position of... advertised on...; |
am writing to you concerning your advertisement on... for a... to
work in your... Néu viét don cho mét cdng ty khéng quang céo can
nguwoi, ban cé thé mé dau thw; I am writing to ask if you might have
a vacancy in your export department for an export manager. Néu co
nguwdi gidi thiéu ban véi cdng ty ban mudn xin vao lam, co thé viét: |
was recommended by... who is currently working with your firm to
write to you concerning a possible post in your... department.

Mac du ly lich ghi r& qua trinh hoc tap, céng tac, cac ky nang..
cua ban, thw xin viéc lam cling nén nhac lai, nhan ‘manh nhirng wu
diém ndi bat ctia ban. Pirng ngai khoe khoang mién sao nhirng gi
ban viét 1a dung sy that. Nén nhé lao dong cling 18 mét loai hang
hoa, ban phai chao mdi sao cho ngudi st dung phai thy duwoc sw
chon Iwa cla ho 1a diung. Khac véi don tiéng Viét thwdng ngan gon,
theo khuédn mau, don viét bang tiéng Anh di sdu vao chi tiét nhw
miéu ta cu thé kinh nghiém cla ban trong linh vwc dang xin vao lam,



ban sé& co thé giup dwoc gi trong coéng viéc twong lai, ly do tai sao
ban xin vao lam cbéng viéc do... Vi du: I am enclosing my curriculum
vitae for the position of... You will see that | graduated from... in...
where | got... | then began work with... as..., where | was trained
as..., and was involved with...

Giai thich ly do tai sao bd ché lam ci, ban khéng nén néu ly do
lwong bdng, hay néi xau céng ty ci. Nén néi ngan gon: / joined...
in... as they offered me an opportunity for advancement, being a
much larger concern. Phan chinh clia thw nén nhan manh cdng viéc
lam gan day nhat cta ban co lién quan dén coéng viéc ban dang xin,
ké ca nhirng phan viéc cu thé va kinh nghiém da trai qua. During my
time at... | worked on several projects (miéu ta cu thé) which were
very successful and which gave me more experience in...

Sau do nai ré ly do tai sao ban xin vao lam & céng ty m&i nhwng
khéng nén qua dé cap ly do ca nhan ma nén chirng minh cho duwoc
tai sao ban nghi qua trinh hoc tap, dao tao va kinh nghiém cia ban
c6 loi cho céng ty &y. | am particularly interested in the position you
offer as | know my previous experience and academic background
would be valuable in this area of... hoac This position would require
someone who has extensive experience of... which | gained both
academically and commercially at...

Phan cubi thw xin viéc, khac véi don tiéng Viét thuwong két thac
v&i nhirtng cam két, thw tiéng Anh chu trong dén kha nang thu xép
xin dwoc phéng van. | will be able to give you more detailed
information at an interview, and | look forward to seeing you. Hoac
Please let me know if there are any other details you need.
Meanwhile, | look forward to hearing from you.

Vi ly lich bang tiéng Anh theo yéu cau cla cac cong ty nuwdc
ngoai khac han loai ly lich ching ta thwong dung trong tiéng Viét.

Ly lich trinh bay bang tiéng Anh (C.V.- Curriculum vitae; Personal
data; Résumé) thwdng chu trong qua trinh dao tao va lam viéc theo
trinh tw thoi gian ngwoc. Bang cap cao nhét, cac khoa hoc gan day
nhat dwoc dwa ra trwéc cting nhw cac viéc lam nhirng nhiém vy maoi
nhat thwong dwoc nhdn manh.

Trong thwe t& co rat nhiéu mau ly lich nhwng diéu chi yéu Ia
ngwdi trinh bay ly lich phadi lam sao néu bat dwoc hai phan



Education va Work Experience cta ban than. Phan Education noi rd
tén trwdng, dia chi, thdi gian theo hoc va bang cép dat duoc.

Trong qua trinh hoc tap nén néu rd nhirng cong trinh nghién curu,
nhirng lan thuc tap co lién quan dén céng viéc dang xin. Phan Work
Experience phai nhan manh nhiém vu duoc giao, trach nhiém hang
ngay bén canh tén va dia chi cong ty ci. Co6 mau C.V. thém vao
phan Skill, d6i chiéu v&i yéu cau tuyén dung dé nhan manh nhirng
ky nang cla ban. Ngay nay nhirng skills dwoc ddi hdi nhiéu nhét 1a
administrative and language skills nhw fluent in English and French,
type 60 w.p.m., fully proficient in MS DOS, Windows, WinWord,
WordPerfect, Lotus 123...

Ngoai ra, mét résumé con co6 nhivng muc nhw: Objective (mudn
vao lam gi, ban nao, nganh nao); Awards Received (nhirng giai
thwédng dat dwoc); Interests and Activities (cac s& thich ca nhan va
nhirng hoat déng xa hdi ddi ltc cling noi [én nhiéu diéu vé ban than
ngudi xin viéc); Reference (tén, dia chi clia nhirng ngu®i co thé
cung cap nhirng théng tin khach quan vé ban). Bay khéng phai la
noi dé liét ké nhitng ngudi quen biét co thé lwc ma chinh 1 thay co
cd, giam déc hay ngudi diéu hanh & noi lam trwéc — nhivng nguoi
c6 thé cho nhirng nhan xét chinh xac vé ban c6 lién quan dén nhirng
diéu ban khai trong ly lich. C.V. thi khéng can déng diu hay nho ai
xac nhan; tuy nhién ban phai khai that chinh xac vi khéng c¢6 16i 1am
nao t& hai hon Ia déi trong ban khai vé minh.



Bat dau bang cum tir

B&t dau bang don vi tr 1a mot sai [Am ma cac nha gido duc tirng
chi ra. Nhwng dbi véi ban, théi quen hoc tiéng Anh theo don vij t 13
rat manh. Hon nira, nhitng cau tiéng Anh dung trong trinh do so
cap, don vj tr khédng kéo theo nhitng phirc tap cla né nén ngudi
day va nguwoi hoc hoan toan yén tam khi ghi nhan book la cubc
sach, chair la cai ghé.

Roi dén luc trinh d6 tiéng Anh ctia ban cao hon, gap lai nhirng tiv
quen thudc do, ban sé tw ddong xem no la da hoc va gan cho noé
nghia thdng dung ngay xwa va chju bi. Chang han, gdp cau “Close
call for Juventus” la twa moét bai bao dang trén t& Viét Nam News.

Nhirng cum t& nhw thé rat dé& danh lra cac ban Iwoi tra tr dién.
Néu ban c yén tri da biét nghia t close, call va for, ban s& mét co
hoi hoc thanh ngi close call (a narrow escape) va mét co hdi hiéu tit
trén theo nghia: “Juventus suyt thua”, “Juventus suyt chén vuai uy
tin”.

Nhw vay, trong tiéng Anh, céc tr don 1& thwérng mang mét nghia
mé&i khi dung chung véi cac tr khac, 1am nhiéu ban rat bwc minh vi
c& nghi “Tréng dé thé ma dich khong duwoc’. Trong dbi thoai voi
ngwdi noi tiéng Anh, néu ban nghe cau: “You lost me” hay “I lost
you” thi khéng c6 nghia lac dwéng lac 16i gi ca. Pon giadn la nguwdi
nghe lac mét tan sb, khong hiéu ndi ban dang ndi gi. Néu dung tir
dién ban sé& thdy mét dinh nghia khac cla t lose: to fail to hear,
see, or understand: We lose (méat dau) the plane in the fog. I lost her
when she started speaking about thermodynamics.

Tré vé lai voi tran diu va bai bao naéi trén, chang ta hay cung doc
cau mé& dau: “It wasn’t the massacre many pundits had predicted
and at the end of the day few could argue that Juventus deserved
better than their 1-2 victory over Viét Nam yesterday’. Ngay trong
cau nay, cac ban lai thdy mét cum tr gdm céac tir quen thudc at the
end of the day khéng phai 1a cubi trdn ddu ma né mang médt nghia
chung, rét cudc, suy cho cung. Cho nén nhirng tr khac trong cau
that ra khédng gay kho khan cho nguwdi doc (massacre, pundits) bang
céac tlr thoat trong rat don gian, dé hiéu.



Mat do cla loai tr nay rat day dac trong 16i hanh van viét va van
ndi tiéng Anh ngay nay vi, nhu mét nha ngdn ng* hoc nhan xét, tao
ra mot tv mai rat kho vi khong dé gi budc hang triéu ngudi chap
nhan va s dung mét tr méi sang tao. Nhwng cubc séng thi luén
sinh déng, biét bao diéu md&i xuat hién hang ngay nén nguoi ta cé
xu hwédng gan nhirng nghia maéi cho cac tw da quen thudc. Surfing
the net, khai niém dung may tinh két néi vao mang Internet, nhay t
mot trang web nay sang mét homepage khac la mét vi du dién hinh.

That ra, khéng han luc nao ciing dé chirng, doc bao phai dé& cuén
to dién bén canh vi phan I&n céc tlr, cum tr ¢ nghia khac véi nghia
ban da biét d& dang doan hiéu nh& nghia cla toan cau. Nhw khi bai
bao viét tiép, “...the team that took the field was a pale reflection of
the side that beat Ajax in the recent European Cup final’ ban cé thé
doan took the field 1a ra san (thi diu), a pale reflection 1a cai bong
mo nhat, the side la ddi bong, beat la danh bai, final la vong chung
két. Mac du cé thé doan chac véi ban rang néu ban gié lai sb tay hoi
mé&i hoc tiéng Anh, nghia cla cac tr trén dau phai vay.

Cé bai cung cap kha nhiéu vi du sinh déng cho diéu ching t6i
mudn noi: nghia cla tr khong la gi cd néu khdng dat né vao mét
nglr canh cu thé. Ngoai nhitng tr cé lién quan dén bdéng da nhw
overhead shot (cu da nga ban dén), flicked a cross to (chuyén bong
ngang cho) cac vi du khac sé giup ban can than hon khi doc.
Anything but la hoan toan khéng (Viét Nam was anything but
overawed by the occasion).

Nguyén cau két bai cling gitp ban hai nghia cho cung t save:
Only a good save from Falcioni saved the equaliser. Save dau tién la
danh tir thwéng dung trong twéng thuat béng da: cu bat bong va
save thr nhi la dong twr théng dung: ctru nguy (ban g& hoa).

Thé nén, dng bao gid cd hiéu tiéng Anh, du néi hay viét, theo
don vi tw.



Vira doc vira doan trwéc

Lac con hoc & bac tiéu hoc, cac ban twng lam loai bai tap tleng
Viét trong d6 cd mét doan van ngan dwoc chira tréng nhiéu ché va
nhiém vu cla ban la dién vao cac chd trong nay sao cho doan van
van c6 nghia. Néu bay gi® lam lai loai bai tdp nay chac cac ban déu
duoc diém muwoi. Thé nhwng khi doc sang tiéng Anh, hau nhu it ai
nh& dén ky nang nay. Gap mot tv mai, nhiéu nguoi lung tang, tim
ngay tir dién dé tra va dich nghia tlr d6 méi doc tlep duwoc. Néu biét
ap dung ky nang doan tr nhw thué con hoc cap mét va thém ky
nang dw bao tr sdp dung, ban sé thay viéc doc hiéu né dé va don
gian hon nhiéu.

Cac ban th&r doc nhirng cau sau, nhirng ttr in dam Ia t&r moi...
“‘dwoc sang tao” ra:

“He bought a new 20” colour zip to wach the Euro 96 final”, ‘It
costs US$25 to go from Noi Bai Airport to Hanoi by zap” va “She’s so
zup that at least three film directors offered her leading role in their
next zop”.

C6 18 khéng can tra tir dién cac ban ciing biét ngay zip 1a TV, zap
la taxi, zup la dep va zop la phim. Nhwng noéi mét cach nghiém tuc,
cach doan tir nay sé gitp ban rat nhiéu trong doc hiéu.

“The monthly deflation was mostly due to a 0.56 per cent drop in
food prices”; “Singapore registered rapid growth in investing
overseas”; “The Cultural Palace was the venue for the launch of
Windows 95 in Vietnam”. Ap dung cach doéan tr, quén di nhirng tw
mé&i, xem chung la nhitng khodng tréng, ban van doan dwoc nghia
cua deflation (gidm phat), registered (dat dwoc), venue (dia diém td
chirc). Ngay ca véi nhirtng thanh ngiv ciing c6 thé ap dung cach
doan nghia nay. Boc cau It’s about two kilometres away from the
tower, as the crow flies. But it’'s more than five kilometres going that
road, ban dé dang doan dwoc thanh nglr as the crow flies la theo
dwdng chim bay.

That ra ¢6 nhirng tlr, nhirng cau can phai doc hét ca doan van hay
ca bai méi doan dwoc nghia. Nhwng qua trinh nay sé giup ban nh¢
tr d6 lau hon. Vi du, Australia became the first country in the world
to make voluntary euthanasia legal, hay Vietnam’s architectural



heritage is now in the balance. Boc xong ban sé doan biét nghia cla
tr euthanasia (cac bac si giup nhirng ngwdi mac bénh nan y tw ti
dé tranh dau dén), cling nhuw thanh ngiy in the balance (chwa dinh
doat).

Gia st ban vao mét hiéu sach cii cé nhirng chéng sach mot an
gan hét gay sach, ban c6 doan duwoc hai twa sach nay khong?:
“The... dvent es of Robinson Cr... oe” va “... to bui... your own
hou...”. Bwong nhién ban sé doan dwoc gi da qua quen thubéc voi
truyén Robinson Crusoe cing nhw nhirng sach day cac ky nang
thiee hanh. Nhw vay khi ngudi doc bi dat trwdc mot tinh huéng phai
ap dung mdi lién két cha tlr va cau, cla cau trwdc vdi cau sau, kha
nang doc hiéu clia ho s& dwoc nang 1én nhiéu lan.

Quan trong hon, kj nang doan trwdc tac gia sé néi diéu gi, dung
tr gi giup nguwdi doc chd dong theo d&i mach van va hiéu sau bai
viét hon. Chung ta cung doc doan van sau: “The average people in
the world now use approximately 43,000 calories per day’. Sau cau
mé& nay, ban nghi c6 thé tac gid sé phat trién theo hwéng con sb
calory binh quan cho dau ngudi nay khdng déu gitra cac nwdc, hoac
theo hwéng tan rong lwong calory nay tir nhirng loai thwe pham gi.

That vay, cau thi hai “However, there are few “average’ " people in
the world” giup ta biét ngay tac gia di theo hwong thw nhat. Nén ta
c6 thé doan trwdc cau sau chac chan sé néi dén sw khac biét gitba
cac nudc dang thiéu dinh dwéng va cac nwéc thira mira thwe pham.

“Some people use far more energy than that, while most use far
less”. Sau cau nay, mot nguodi viét tét budc phai minh hoa két luan
cta minh bang nhirng con sb cu thé. “An average citizen of the so-
called “developed” countries uses 136,000 calories each day.
However, more than two-thirds of the world’s people live in the
“developing” areas, where the average person uses only 8,200
calories of non-metabolic energy daily’. Va cau két ta c6 thé doan
trwdc tac gia sé to thai do véi sy chénh léch d dinh dwéng gilra
cac nuwdc dang phat trién. “Such vast differences are hard to
comprehend’. Mot két luan du sao con twong déi nhe nhang.



Rac rdi chuyén tén tubi

Nhw cac ban da biét, cach xwng hé cua nguwdi Viét khac han
ngwdi Anh. Thé nhwng dbi véi cac nuwédce khac thi sao, nwéc nao co
thoi quen ghi tén trwde ho sau, nwdc nao xwng héd véi nhau bang ho
khi m&i quen va sau d6 goi nhau bang tén trong chd than tinh?

Chung t6i thtr lam mét cudc nghién ciru nhd bang cach gdi thw
cho tuy vién van héa cua trén hai mwoi nwdc co dai st quan tai Viét
Nam, dé nghi cung cép théng tin vé van dé nay.

Ho6i dap s&m nhat 1a Nhat Ban. Ong Imamura (ho) Nobukatsu
(tén), tuy vién van hoa téng lanh sy Nhat Ban tai TPHCM cho biét
nguwoi Nhat thwdng goi nhau bang ho chir khéng dung tén, du da 1a
ché than quen (vi du Mr. Imamura). Chi cé it trwdng hop ngoai 1é
nhw ban bé sinh vién hoc sinh hay nguwoi yéu goi nhau thi dung tén.
Ong Imamura cho biét ngwdi Nhat thwdng viét ho trwdc tén sau
nhwng hién dang c6 trdo lwu, nhat 1a trong gi¢i doanh nhan thwéng
ghi ngwoc lai tén trwdc ho sau trén danh thiép bang chir Latinh.

Ong cho rang cach lam nay khéng dung. Dé biét dwoc dau la ho,
dau l1a tén, dbi tac nén hdi ngay khi duwoc gidi thiéu. Phan déng du
viét theo cach nao, ciing thwéng ghi ho bang chi¥ in hoa va tén bang
chi¥ in thwong.

Nguwdi ta xwng hd véi nhau thém chir — san sau ho dé chi 6ng, ba,
anh, chi, khéng phan biét gi¢i tinh. Vi du Imamura-san la 6ng
Imamura hay ba Imamura. Phu nir Nhat sau khi két hén sé 1ay ho
chodng thay cho ho ctia minh.

Sau d6 1a Trung Quéc, véi cach xwng hd gan nhw ctia Nhat. Ho
trwdc tén sau nhw Lo Tak-shing. Va goi nhau bang ho ch khéng
bang tén (Mr. Lo). Phu nir khi 1y chéng van gil tén ctia minh.

Nhwng cach ghi danh thiép van co nhiéu ngwoi 1am theo cach
phuo’ng Tay, viét nguoc tén rdi ho. Nguwdi Hungary, khac voi cac
nwéc & chau Au, ciing co 16i viét ho trwdc tén sau nhw Nhat Ban va
Trung Quéc.

Pac biét & Indonesia, it khi ngudi ta dung ho. Hau nhw nguoi
Indonesia chi c6 tén ma thoi, trong d6 co tén dwoc dat khi sinh ra va
tén clia nguwoi cha. Vi du tén Indriayagi Sugiat ghi trén danh thiép
hay trén gidy to& cia mot ngwdi Indonesia la khéng cé ho. Nguwoi ta



co thé goi 6ng nay la Mr. Sugiat hay Mr. Indriaygi déu duoc. Vi du
Indriayagi Sugiat lay ba vg trwdc day co tén la Titin Rustini thi sau
doé ba nay sé dwgc goi la Mrs. Indriayagi Sugiat hay Mrs. Titin
Indriaygi Sugiat.

Con trong vong than quen nguwdi ta van dung tén ci clha ba, Titin
hay Rustini.

Ngwoc lai, & vung dong Indonesia va dao Sumatra, nguwoi ta lai
thich dung ho. Khi do6 trong tén ho day dua Freddy Sirait thi Sirait la
ho va sé dwgc dung cho vg con sau nay.

Vi vay co thé daéi luc ban thay la khi doc bao, ngoai trudng Ali
Alatas duwoc goi l1a Mr. Alatas ma ba Megawati Sukarnoputri dwgc
goi la Mrs. Megawati.

O nhitng nwac dong dan nhw An D9, co nhiéu cach xwng ho khac
nhau gilra cac chung toc va ton giao. Noi chung, cach viét va xung
h6é clia ngwdi An DO gan nhw cta ngwdi Anh, vi du Indira Gandhi
(Mrs. Gandhi); P.V. Narasimha Rao (Mr. Rao).

Pang Iwu y la khi gép nhau va chao hdi, ngudi An thwdng thém
am dém “JI” sau tén. Vi du 6ng Khanna gap c6 Sheela, 6r)g ta sé goi
c6 la Sheelaji con cb ta sé goi 6ng la Khannaji. Con khi viét, nguoi ta
thwong thém tlr “Shri” hay “Shrimati” trwvac tén. Vi du khi cé Sheela
viét thuw cho 6ng Khanna, cb ta sé viét thanh “Shri Khanna”, twong tw
ong ay clng thwong viét “Shrimati Sheela”. Nhuwng néu Sheela chuwa
Iép gia dinh, 6ng ta sé viet “Kumari Sheela”. O An D6, vo lay ho
chong. Vi du Sheela lay 6ng Pratap, tén md&i cua ba sé la Sheela
Pratap.

O Philippines, cach viét tén ho va xwng hd gibng nhw ngudi My.

Vi du tén day di mét ngwdi Phi 1a Edgardo Rodriguez thi Edgardo
la tén va Rodriguez la ho, nén thuwdng dwoc xwng hd la Mr.
Rodriguez.

Vo (vi du ba Amelita Rodriguez) ciing lay ho chéng nén thwong
dwoc goi la Mrs. Rodriguez. Tén nguwoi Phi thwdng dwoc goi gon lai
trong vong than tinh nhw trong trwdng hop trén la Ed va Lita.

O Thai Lan, véi mot ho tén day di nhw Anand Panyarachun,
ching ta cé thé xwng hd la Mr Anand hay Mrs Sunan Leela (Ms
Sunan).



Trwdc khi cung xem tiép cac nwéc xwng hd nhw thé nao, chung ta
cling nén ghi nhan diéu nay: phu nir Viét Nam dwoc binh dang voi
nam gidi trong linh vuwec tén tudi hon cac nwdc khac nhiéu, ké ca
nhiéu nwédc phwong Tay. Trong khi phu ni¥ tai nhiéu nwédc phai b
ho cGia minh thay bang ho chéng sau khi 1ap hén thu, phu niv Viét
Nam van gilr nguyén ho tén, khéng mét thay déi. Co6 thé ngay xua,
tén phu nir Viét Nam hau nhw khéng ton tai trong cac gia pha, chi la
Poan thi, Nguyén thi... va cach day vai chuc nam tén cac ba vo
dwoc thay bang tén chéng hay tén con trai trwdng. Nhwng ngay nay
cach goi dé hinh nhw khéng con niva hoac ndi chinh xac, trén mat
phap ly, gidy t& chinh thirc, cac ba van cé quyén gitr nguyén tén ho
cda minh.

O cac nudc phwong Tay, sau khi lay chdng, cac ba phai lay luén
ho chéng sau d6 phai gitr ho nay mac du cé thé da li di chdng.

Mudn dbi lai t&n hoi con thiéu nir, ho phai ra tdoa xin doi tén.

Ngay nay, thdy chuyén dé hoi bat cdng nén cé nhiéu cap vo
chéng cé thé gilr nguyén tén ho cGia minh sau dam cwéi nhw Hillary
Rodham. Nhwng sau khi chéng ba I&n lam thdéng déc, Hillary lai phai
xin d6i sang ho chéng thanh Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Chuyén tén tudi & mét sd nwdc con nhiéu diéu tha vi, cé thé giup
ban nhé tén dbi tac ctia minh dé hon. Ngay xwa mét cach tao ra ho
méi 1a dung tén cha dé phan biét day Ia con ai. Cho nén Johnson
chinh & John’s son (con cta 6ng John) v&i nhirng bién thé Jones,
Jennings. Twong tw, Williams, Williamson, va Wilson déu la bién thé
cua William’s son (con cua 6ng William).

Cung v&i 16i dung tiép vi nglr -son dé dat cho con cai, nguwdi T
Cach Lan c6 t Mac- nhu trong Macdonald; ngwdi Ai Nhi Lan ding
O’- nhw O’Brien va Mc- hay Mac-; tiéng Phap c6 Fitz- (bién thé cua
fils) nhw trong Fitzgerald; x&r Wales dung Ap- nhuw trong ho Apowen.
Tiéng Nga cé -ovich cling mang nghia con cla... nén lvanovich la
con cua lvan.

] Thuy Dién co tir -son con tai Dan Mach va Na Uy co tlr -sen.
Nguwoi Ba Lan lai dung -owski va dan Hy Lap xai -opoulos.
Ngoai ra, ngay xwa ho méi ciing dwoc hinh thanh tlr nghé nghiép.



Ban dau ngudi ta goi John the baker (6ng John tho banh) l1au dan
thanh John Baker. Loai ho théng dung nay ngay nay con rat nhiéu
nhw Miller (thg may xay), Smith (thg ren), Carpenter (thg mdc),
Cook (dau bép), Carter (tho chira xe kéo), Gardiner... di nhién
ngw®i mang ho nay ngay nay dau con dinh dang gi dén nghé cii cla
t6 tién nhw 6ng Jimmy Carter tirng 1am téng thng My. Ho Smith phd
bién nhét vi cac loai tho nhw tho sét, tho thiéc, tho bac, tho vang...
déu dwoc goi chung 1a smith. Cac ngén nglr khac cling co tr nay
lam ho nhw Ferrer (Tay Ban Nha), Schmidt (Pwc), Kovacs
(Hunggari).

Chac cac ban sé ngac nhién lam khi biét mai dén dau the ky 19
dan Do Thai m&i c6 ho. Trwdce day cong ddéng Do Thai thuwong song
khép kin nén chi can tén la dd sau dé chinh phu cac nwdc moi lan
lwot bude dat thém ho cho day du. Tuay theo noii song dan Do Thai
dat ra nhirng ho ma&i rat kéu nhw Rosenbeg (hoa nui), Gluckstein
(hon da may man), Rubenstein (hdng ngoc), Goldenkranz (vong hoa
trang). Nhiéu nguoi 1dy ngay dia danh noi ho sinh song dé 1am ho
nhw Hamburg, Frankfurt, Speyer. Hay dong ho ndi tiéng Rothschild
(tAm khién dd) lay ho twr bién hiéu treo bén ngoai cira hiéu cta ho.

Ngoai cach dung tén cac vi thanh, cac tén phd bién ciing cé nghia
nguyén thdy cta chang t tiéng Hy Lap nhw George la néng dan,
Theodore va Dorothy — mén qua cta Thuwong dé, Philip — nguwdi mé
ngwa, Stephen — con qua, Alexander — nguw®i bao vé, Margaret —
tran chau.

M6t nhan xét cudi cung 1a cac ban dé& nham Ian khi phan biét gii
tinh qua tén. Mac du da sb cac tén tan cung bang -a, -e thwong la
tén cla ni¥ gi®i, nhwng dé& chac &n ban nén xem thr trong thw tir
giao dich ngudi ta cé thém tr Ms trong ngoac & sau tén cua ho
khoéng. Pay 1a cach lam kha phd bién sau khi cac cb bi ngudi khac
viét thw goi bang Mr va xwng Dear Sir.



Tiéng Anh & chau A

Tiéng Anh & chau A ngay nay mang mét ban sac riéng, khéng Ian
vao dau dugc. N6 khong phai tiéng My ciing chang phai la thir tieéng
Anh chinh thong nguwoi dan London hay dung. Theo thdng ké, hién
nay con sé ngudi chau A st dung tiéng Anh nhw ngdn ngi chinh
lén dén 300 triéu, hon han dan sbé nwdc My va nuwdc Anh cdng lai.
DPén nbi trong mét hoi thdo gan day vé tiéng Anh té chirc tai Manila,
nha tho nguwdi Philippines, Germino Abad tuyén bd, “Tiéng Anh bay
gi® la cia chung ta. Chung ta da thudc dia héa ngén nglr nay”.

NGi thé hoi qua nhwng ban nén nhé ngoai thir tiéng Anh bj “tau
héa” goi la “Pidgin English”. & Singapore, gidi tré co thr tiéng Anh
Singlish. Twong tw, An B¢ co thir tiéng Anh riéng ctia ho, Philippines
lai ché th(r tiéng Anh riéng cho minh (Taglish). Néu ban cé dip di dw
mot hodi nghj trong vang, dién gid cling nhw ngudi tham dw, du dén
t nwdc ndo cling trao déi v&i nhau mét cach thodi mai bang tiéng
Anh v&i da giong doc, du cach phat am va du loai cach dung tir.

Puoc biét cdong ty Macquarie Dictionary Publishing da ph0| hop
VO truo’ng dai hoc De La Salle dé& bién soan mét cudn tir dién, bao
gdm ca nhirng tir tiéng Anh dwoc dung phd bién & chau A nhwng
khéng dwoc cac nha lam tlr dién Anh-My céng nhan. Vi du, ho
khéng chiu dwa vao tir dién nhirng tr nhw dirty kitchen hay bride-
price. Mét dirty kitchen, dwoc dung nhiéu & Philippines 1a nha bép
phu danh cho viéc ndu &n binh thwéng trong khi bép chinh dé& danh
dip trong dai. Con bride-price (rat phd bién & Hong Kéng) la tién hoi
mén nhwng do bén nha trai tra cho ¢6 dau. Philippines hién van con
dung nhirng tr ngay nay da bién mat tai Anh hay My. Vi du solon —
chinh khach tham chinh; viand — thirc an. Dan Phi cling sang tao ra
nhirng tir tiéng Anh m&i nhw American time (dung gi®), green joke
(chuyén tiéu 1am dinh dang dén tinh duc).

Tré vé loai tiéng Anh Pidgin rat phd bién thdi buén ban dwdng
bién gilra ngwdi Anh va ngudi Hoa & khap noi trén chau A dang
thinh vwong. Day la thir tiéng Anh cd y don gidn hoa, thém tiéng dia
phwong, thay déi ciu tric nglr phap sao cho nguwdi hoc co thé tiép
thu cang nhanh cang tét. Hién nay tiéng Anh pidgin lai phat trién
manh & chau Phi. Vi du déng t&r belong thanh blong (Hong Kéng) va
mang nghia /a. Noi khac nhw vung Malaysia phat am thanh bilong,



hiéu theo nghia ctia. Nhiéu tir dwoc “sang tao” nhw lait bilong klaut
la s&m chép (light of cloud — thay vi lightning).

C6 nhirtng cach cau tao tir rat budn cwdi nhw tr we trong tiéng
Anh dau phan biét dwgc gilra chung ta va chung téi. Nguoi dung
tieng Anh Pidgin bén ndi mipela, c6 nghia la me cong voi pela — mét
bién thé cua fellow (I and others but not you) dé chi chung t6i. Va
chung ta, chac cac ban doan dwgc, dwoc dien ta bang tr yumi (you
+ me: we including you).

Pén day cac ban co thé cudi, cho rang thir tiéng lai cang buon
cwoi ay ban dén lam gi. That ra ngwoi Anh, nguoi My lai hieu Pidgin
English rat nhanh, khéng hiéu nham nhw ho tirng hieu nham mét sé
tlr gilra dan Anh vé&i dan My.

Mot chang trai ngwoi My sang London du lich vao tiém qu,én ao
héi mua mot suspenders lam chd tiém nhin véi anh mat khé hiéu.

Hoéa ra suspenders tiéng My 1a loai day nit gitr quan vat qua vai
nhwng ngwdi Anh dung theo nghia day nit gilr v& cla phu niv.

Néu anh chang nay vé khach san yéu cau Ui gium cai pants cho
anh cling sé gay ngac nhién cho dan Anh. O day pants la quan I6t
con bén My pants la quan dai.

Ngworc lai, mét ngwdi dan Uc sang My choi. Muén mua déi thongs
hay mot cai sunnies chac khong ai hiéu gi. Thongs dwgc dér] Uc
dung dé chi doi dép va sunnies la cap kinh ram. Chuyén dai vé sy
khac nhau git tiéng Anh va t|eng My da dé viét thanh sach, ching ta
sé tiép tuc ban luan vé van dé nay vao mét dip khac.

C6 mét diéu ban nén biét 1a dan Canada rét la, tiéng Anh cla ho
két hop cé tiéng My va tiéng Anh chinh théng mét cach thoai mai,
khéong co gi ty ai dan tdc. Ngay ca nhirng van ban chinh thirc, doan
dau viét centre, favourite doan sau viét center, favorite 1a chuyén
binh thwérng. Mét ly lich khai nhiéu bang danh dw, dau tién viét
honours sau mét hdi thanh honors ciing chang ai quan tdm. Xu
hwdng nay ciing thdy & cac nwdc khac nhw Nhat, Nga, Bac vi thé
hé trudc hoc tiéng Anh trong khi gidi tré lai dé& chiu anh hwéng phim
My va thong tin trén mang Internet.



Cai gi cling nhat

Néu nhuw trong tiéng Viét tr den thwéng dwoc dem ra lam vi dy vé
sw phong phu clia ngdn nglr v&i ngwa 6, ché muc, mat huyén... thi
trong tiéng Anh su da dang cla tir good cling lam nhiéu ngwdi ling
tung. Ngoai nhirng tr binh thwdong nhw greatest, best, cac nha
quang cdo da sang tao vo van tinh tlr dé& dién ta chat lvong tuyét
h&o clia san phdm ho chao moi.

Trong thj trwdng chirng khoan, ¢b phiéu ctia nhivtng hang &n nén
lam ra, tai san nhiéu, quy mé I&n goi la bluechip. Cac khach san
hodc cao 6c van phong thi khoe cé prime (hay premier) location.
Nha san xuét reou cho rang rwou cta ho thudce loai premium.

Trong xuat ban sach, chac cac ban da quen v&i tir best-seller
danh cho nhitng cubn ban chay nhw tdm twoi; con trong dién anh,
phim ndo déng ngwoi chau chuwe thi nhau mua vé cho den vao xem
thi goi la box-office hit (hay smash). Ao quan hang sang thi co tr
well-cut; 6 16 nao dwgc quang cao la luxury, high performance, top-
of-the-line déu thudc loai hang cao cip. Khu nha nao danh cho gidi
giau co dwgc miéu ta la exclusive hay fashionable neighbourhood.
Nhwng mot ngbi biét thy vai triéu d6 thi chd nha thich dung tw
palatial hon.

Twong tw, ddng ho dat tién la nhirng flashy watches trong khi cac
cd ngwdi mau thoi trang ¢& Cindy Crawford dwoc ménh danh 1a top
model hay supermodel c6 than hinh tuyét my (gorgeous). Cac nha
khoa hoc hang dau thudng dwoc gidi thiéu bang tr eminent trong
khi cac van déng vién doat vai ba huy chwong thé van hoi thudc
dang cap world-class. Trong van chwong, hdi hoa nhirng tuyét tac
dwoc gan tr masterpiece con nguw¢i sang tao ra chung la nhirng
genius.

Nguwdi Anh thich dung tiéng Phap trong nhirng truérng hop tham
xwng nhw vay. Vi du tir de luxe dwoc dung cho nhiéu loai hang héa
hay dich vu; ttr haute dung trong dm thwc (haute cuisine) hay trong
thdi trang (haute couture); t tour-de-force trong am nhac hay tiéu
thuyét (In an extraordinary structural tour de force the novel
maintains a dual focus).



Loai cum tr c6 gach néi ciing rat théng dung khi miéu ta nhirng gi
c6 chat lwong cao hon han cac th cung loai: nhw top-end trong
may vi tinh, top-of-the-range trong xe c0, state-of-the-art cho nhiéu
loai trang thiét bj.

Trong du lich, di vé may bay hang nhét co ti travelling first-class,
phong chd hang sang co executive lounge. Cac nha kinh doanh
thwdng thich nhirng gidi phap nao most cost-effective con nha bao
lai theo dudi nhirng exclusive stories hay scoop. Néi chung cac
thanh twu ndo mang danh la outstanding déu la nhirng chién céng
xuat séc. Néu ban la ngudi dem lai nhirng thanh twu doé, ban co thé
dwoc thwédng nhirtng ngay nghi cudi tuan tai mot five-star hotel co
mot spectacular view nhin ra bai bién, hwdng tron nhirng executive
facilities cua khach san nay nhu nghe mot ban nhac trong top-ten
list, mua sam trong nhi*rng ctra hang upmarket.

Cubi cung xin gi&i thiéu mét sb tr thudce loai bac nhat nhung dung
trong van noi. Khen mét dé nghi ndo do that xuat sic, nguodi ta
thuwdng noi: “What a swell (grand, splendid, great, capital) ideal” Con
khen moét ¢c6 ban mac ao dep, co thé dung: “What a smashing
(superb) dressI” Thirc &n ngon cé thé dién td bang nhirng tlr nhw
choice, select... (The shop was selling very choice apples; These
are select apples; This is really classic French wine). Chinh vi vay,
khi gap lai nhirng tir d6 dung trong nhirng tinh hubng twong tw ban
sé khéng bi nham vi nghia thwéng dung cda ching (classic trong
cau trén ma dich la rwou Phap cb dién thi hoi phién).



Lwa Il ma néi cho vira long nhau

Nguwoi hoi dau thwong rat ghét tov bald nhwng néu ban ta ho chi
hoi thin on top la ho hai Idbng ngay. Day chi la mot trong mudn ngan
vi du cho viéc tranh dung twr chinh xac vi nhirng ly do té nhi.

Trong tiéng Viét it khi ta néi toac moéng heo vi so phién 1d6ng ngu i
nghe thi trong tiéng Anh, nguoi ta cling tranh call a spade a spade
nhat 14 trong giao dich trén thwong trwdng. Ldi néi khéo nay trong
tiéng Anh goi 1a euphemism (dwoc dinh nghia Ia the substitution of a
mild, bland, inoffensive expression for a blunt or harsh one).

Thwdng gap nhat 4 trén cac cao phd; thay vi néi thang
“somebody has died”. van cao pho6 dung to depart this life, to pass
away. Sau do 1a cac tinh tr miéu ta than thé nguwdi ta. Thay vi ché
mot ngudi nao dé gy go (skinny) ta cé mét loai tlr dé chon lya, vira
chinh xéac, vira dé lot tai hon nhw lean, slender. Trong cau “an old
man, very tall and spare, with an ascetic aspect’ thi spare mang
nghia t6t nhw kiéu “She has the spare figure of a marathon runner’.
Té I&m thi dung lanky (theo kiéu gdy ma thanh) chir ai lai ding
nhirng tr chi canh gay tro xwong nhw skinny, scrawny, hay gaunt
nhw cau “He had a long, scrawny neck that rose out of a very low
collar’.

Ché mét ngwdi cham hiéu, thay vi dung tr stupid ta cé thé noi nhe
nhang, rang anh ta hoi slow in his thinking. K& chuyén ba xa cé bau
nén dung expecting hon |a pregnant. it ai dung tr fat mét cach thang
thrng ma nén t& mot co trong portly hay stout. Hay nhét 1a ding
plump nhuw trong cau a plump, rosy little girl. N6i chung nhirng nguoi
bi khuyét tat than thé khdng con bi goi la handicapped niva. Ho chi la
nhirng nguoi differently-abled ma thoi.

Trong ngoai giao, cach ndi euphemism ciing rat thwong dwoc ap
dung. Nhw vu cac ba ngwdi Han Qubc bj linh Nhat bat lam “comfort
women” trong th&i ky chién tranh thé gi&i 1an thr hai. Hay nhu trwde
day phwong Tay thwong chia thé gidi lam hai loai qudc gia: phat
trién (developed) va kém phat trién (underdeveloped) sau bi phan
dbi dir qua nén mai déi lai l1a developing (dang phat trién).

No6i tom lai, day la nhirng tir dwgc xem la phai dao (politically
correct).



Co6 nhirng tr nghe qua phai dwgc chinh gidi ngoai giao dich lai
ngwdi ta méi hiéu; vi du the disadvantaged dé chi nguwdi nghéo,
underachievers dé t& nhirvng ngudi lwdi biéng, khéng chiu vuon 1én,
senior citizens la nhirng ngudi gia lao, disturbed dung cho nhirng ké
bi tam than.

_Cling do d6, nhirng tlr chi nghe nghiép ham y coi nhe déu dwoc
déi lai trong nhitng nam gan day. Secretary thanh executive
assistant; air hostess hay stewardress tr& thanh flight attendant;
ngwdi quét dwdong tr street-sweeper hay garbage man thanh
sanitation engineer; gate-keeper thanh security guard va ba d& —
midwife thanh birth assistant.

Trong phong trao phu n binh dang v&i nam gidi, cac ba da doi
thay hét nhitng tr cé chir man thanh person nhw chairman —
chairperson; salesman — sales representative; mailman — mail
carrier; fireman — firefighter.

Tham chi t&r nhan loai — human race vi c6 man nén bj dé nghi doi
thanh people va cé ngudi cwc doan dén do doi viét tr women thanh
womyn va housewife dwoc thay bang home maintenance engineer!
Di nhién trong thwc t& dau cé ai noéi nhw thé.

Thé nhung c6 nhitng thay déi da dwoc nhiéu ngudi chap nhan
nhat 1a nhivng tl lién quan dén van deé ching tdc. Ngay nay dén My
ban sé& khdng con nghe tlr American Indians dé chi ngwdi dan da d6
& day nira, thay vao do la Native American. Néu ngay xwa doc trong
tiéu thuyét déi luc ban bat gap tir nigger v&i y miét thi nguwdi da den,
bay gi® néu xai tr dé hay tham chi tir negro & New York, ban rat dé
bi don hoi cho. Nén ta ho béng tw African (Afro-) Americans. Dan
Eskimo ciing bi xic pham néu ban goi ho bang cai tén quen thudc
nay, ngay nay ho dwoc goi la Inuit.



C6 may loai du lich?

Céac ban dirng ngac nhién khi thdy nguwdi Anh dung cum tor
business tourism (du lich két hop tim co héi lam &n) vi ngay nay
nguoi ta thich gan tor tourism véi di loai tir miéu td dé chi sy da
dang cua cac loai hinh du lich.

Tw tourist da cé luc bj xem thwong vi ngudi ta cho rang khach du
lich @én dau dem theo nhiéu té nan dén dé6 nhw c& bac, mai dam, 16i
sbng dung tuc va gay 6 nhiém méi trwdng. Dén nbi da co cau noi
dua: “I am an explorer; you are a traveller; he is a tourist’. T» d6 moi
co tr mass tourism dé& nhan manh yéu t6 phé phan mat trai cua
céng nghiép du lich dbi v&i mét dia phwong.

Thé 1a cac nha td chirc tour méi nghi ra nhirng t& mdi, danh béng
cho tourism. Trwdc hét co heritage tourism, dé chi loai hinh du lich
tim hiéu van hoa va lich st clia nwéc chl nha. Ngay ca tir heritage
(di s&n) ciing trai qua mot thay ddi can ban vi &n ban ci cac tir dién
chi néi day la “A nation’s historical buildings, monuments,
countryside, etc., esp. when regarded as worthy of preservation”.
DPén cac 4n ban sau maéi thay dé cap dén cac gia tri tinh than: “A
nation’s mark of history, such as stately buildings, countryside,
cultural traditions, etc seen as the nation’s wealth to be inherited by
future generations”.

Sau déy la cac loai hinh cultural tourism, industrial tourism, literary
tourism, urban tourism va tham chi military tourism. Khi da chan voi
nhirng loai hinh du lich trén, ngw&i ta nghi ra farm-based tourism
hay con goi agrotourism hay agri-tourism, tirc 1a du khach dén nghi
ngoi tai mét néng trai, thinh thodng xan tay gilp nha néng lam
ruong.

Bién twéng xau cla sy da dang hoa nay l1a sex tourism, khi khach
mua tour chd yéu d& dén nhirtng nwéc dang phat trién tim hoa la.
Nwdc Anh may ndm gan day kho chiju vi loai hinh benefit tourism vi
khach du lich, chi yéu tr cac nwédec chau Au khac dén Anh nham tan
dung dich vu y t& mién phi ctia nwéc nay. Phan biét hinh thirc nay
v&i hinh thire du lich két hop chiva bénh goi la health tourism.

pé ngan ngtra viéc khai thac can kiét tai nguyén du lich, cac nwéc
nght ra khai niém sustainable tourism (du lich bén virng), v&i nhirng



bién phap nhw han ché sb lwong du khach dén nhirtng noi dé bi
thwong tdn vi khach phwong xa va cé phwong an dau tw dé nguén
loi du lich khéng bi can kiét. Mot khai niém twong tw la ecotourism
(du lich sinh thai) con green tourism dé chi cac nha té chirc tour cé
bién phap bao vé méi trwong.

Mt méi nhét 1a space tourism danh riéng cho cac ty phu cé tién
thu xép du lich vao khéng gian. Tam thdi ching ta cé thé ap dung
loai hinh virtual tourism (du lich d40) qua mang Internet, vira ré tién
vlra rat hop voi trao lwu sustainable tourism.



Khi céng ty doi tén

C6 khi nao ban nghi s& c6 mét cdng ty tdm c& qudc té lai mang
tén rat don gidn — Monday? Co6 1& PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC)
thdy tén minh qua dai nén da tach hoat déng tw van ra khdi chuyén
kiém toan va dat tén cong ty mai thanh 1ap la Monday.

Thir Hai? Ttr ndy thwdéng mang cdm giac phai bat dau di lam tré
lai sau hai ngay nghi cudi tudn ma nguoi ta thwéng dung tvr Monday
blues dé dién ta — thé nhung PwC lai cho rang: “The company’s new
name is intended to denote fresh thinking and new beginnings,
rather than the unwelcome start of the working week after two days
of freedom.” Thé 1a PwC nghi ra mét cau khau hiéu dé lam moi
ngwdi hao hirng v&i cai tén mdéi: “Sharpen your pencil, iron your
crispy white shirts, set the alarm clock, relish the challenge, listen, be
fulfilled, make an impact, take a risk.” Relish & day la enjoy, con be
fulfilled 1a achieve, accomplish something.

Viéc dat lai tén céng ty nhw thé nguwdi ta goi chung la corporate
christening hay rebranding vi phan 1&n trwdng hop 1a nhdm tranh
tiéng xau da gan vai tén cl hay vi tén ci khdng an nén lam ra. Bwu
dién Anh tirng dat lai tén Consignia, nay mudn quay vé mét tén don
gian, dé hinh dung hon — Royal Mail.

Chung quanh chuyén dat t&én Monday, c6 nhirng cau binh rat hay.

M6t nhan vién PwC thét 1én: “This is out of the blue to us!” Out of
the blue 14 hoan toan bat ng& nhung & day gan két voi cum tr
Monday blues néi & trén. Mot ngwdi khac viét: “The word on the
street is that the PwC board called their creatives last Friday. “Have
you come up with a name yet?” they asked. “Probably Monday” said
their contact.” The word on the street 1a ngwdi ta khdo nhau rang;
creatives & day la cac chuyén gia y twdng sang tao; come up with la
da nghi ra chwa. Con khi tra 1&i Probably Monday, y chuyén gia néi
c6 |& dén the Hai méi nghi ra va éng chi PwC twdng — tén Monday
nghe cing dwoc!

Mot ngwdi choc qué: “Will there be 2 divisions — one called
Monday AM and the other Monday PM?” va that sw nhiéu nhan vién
PwC thay lung tang: “This is too embarrasing — What will our clients



say! — “Oh, Monday is coming next Monday’. hay “Linda, please
cancel my appointment Monday, with Monday’.



My khéng dung tir Orient nira

Québc hdi My vira théng qua mét dao luat, cAm dung t&r Oriental
trong cac van ban luat phap cia nwdc nay ma thay vao dé la tw
Asian khi mé t& nhirng nguwdi c6 gbc tir chau A. Pay la mot dao luat
do Thwong nghi st Paull Shin kh&i xwéng do bat chwdc y twdng cla
Muc sw Martin Luther King Jr., ngui tieng doi cAm dung tr Negro
dé chi dan da den vi ham y khinh miét cla tir nay.

Chung ta hay nghe 6ng Shin lap luan theo twong thuat cua to&
Seattle Times: “The word ‘Oriental’ was first used to denote
everything east of London, said Shin. It was later used to describe
people with flat noses, small eyes, black hair and mysterious ways,
he said.

Trong tam ly ctia dan phwong Tay, t&r Oriental d& chi dan miii tet,
da vang chtr khéng mang ham y nhw chung ta thwédng cam nhan khi
dung tr Phwong DPéng. Theo dinh nghia cha tlr dién American
Heritage, oriental khi dung nhw tinh tir mang nghia “Of or relating to
the countries of the Orient or their peoples or cultures”. Tham chi né
con mang nghia “ryc r&, co gia tri” nhw trong oriental pearls. Tuy
nhién, khi dung nhu danh t, to dién cé ghi cha Oriental mang y
nghia miét thj khi dung dé chi ngw®i dan chau A.

Trong phan hwéng dan dung tir, cudn tr dién nay cliing noi rd
Asian la tr nén dung dé chi nguwdi dan c6 gbéc tr Nam hay Péng A
thay vi tr Oriental. Ngwoi ta phan déi tr Oriental vi hai ly do:
“because it suggests racial, rather than cultural identity, and because
it identifies the place of origin in terms of its location relative to the
West (i.e., “from the East’), rather than in absolute terms.” Ong Shin
cho rang: “It’'s pejorative terminology. It’s offensive.” Pejorative la
miét thi con offensive & day la xuc pham.

Pao luat ciia dng Shin sé& budc nhiéu van ban chinh phi My phai
in lai. Vi du cau: “Minority group members include, but are not limited
to, blacks, women, native Americans, Orientals, Eskimos, Aleuts and
Spanish Americans.” Nay phai thay “Orientals” bang “Asians’ va
“Spanish Americans” bang “Hispanics.” Tuy nhién, nén nh& cac cum
tlr “oriental medicine” hay “oriental herbology” van dwoc gilr nguyén.
Dai khai: “It is still OK to speak of Oriental food and rugs but not
people.”



Tir AND day quyén lwc

Trén thi trwong nudc ta hién nay co it nhat nam dén bay cudn tiv
dién dién tr, moi cudn chira gon trén mot dia CD-ROM.

Chudng khoéng nhirng cé wu thé hon han céac loai tir dién glay cung
nha xuét ban vi gon nhe, tra clru nhanh chéng ma con vi nhiéu chirc
nang Ky diéu khac.

Chéng han, moét bién dich vién t& Saigon Times Daily dang mudn
kiém tra xem tir gia tdi thiéu hay gia kh&i diém trong cac cudc ban
dau gia 1a gi. V&i cubn American Heritage Dictionary, anh vao muc
Word Hunter, danh vao tr auction AND price. Trong thoang chéc,
cudn tw dién trén man hinh vi tinh cho ra két qua cé chirtng nam tw
ma trong dinh nghia clia chiing ¢6 chira ttr auction VA t price. BAm
chuét vao twng tr, nguwoi bién dich nay kiém ra dwoc tir reserve
price — the price fixed and announced as the minimum at which
property will be sold at an auction, ding y dinh nghia ma anh muén
tim.

Thé manh cla cac cudn ty dién dién tl 1a & chd do, n6 doc va tim
gilp ban trong ca cudn sach day cop va hién thi nhirng tr dang can.
Quy tac tim key words thwéng dwoc xay dwng theo mét sé quy wdc
giébng nhau, khéng nhirng trong tw dién, cac database ma ngay ca
trong mang Internet nhw khi s&r dung dich vu tim kiém cta Yahoo
hay Google. Cha yéu gdm tir AND, OR, NOT, NEAR.

Vi du ban mudn tim mét t&r chinh xac cho dao luat chi phbi viéc
mua ban, m& clra hiéu vao ngay chl nhat tai nhiéu nwdc phwong
Tay. Néu chi yéu cau tim tat ca nhirng t& ma dinh nghia cé chia tir
law, may tinh chay cudn Heritage s& cho ra 1442 t con cudn
Webster c6 dén 2339 tir thi gi& dau dé doc cho hét. Ban c6 thé viét
law AND Sunday, t blue law sé& xuat hién ngay & ca hai cudn.

Tham chi ban ¢6 thé dung tir AND (viét hoa) nhiéu lan dé dé tim
hon. Cum tw “white AND black AND race” sé cho ban tir mulatto (a
person having one white and one black parent).

T OR c6 kha nang ngwoc lai, gip ban mé& réng viéc tim kiém
cua minh, khdng tim ra tr nay thi tim gium tor kia. NOT giup loai trt
nhirng t ma ban khéng can. Vi du néu viét “black AND white NOT



bird” 1a ban can tim nhirng tir trong dinh nghia co tir black VA white
NHUNG KHONG CO ti bird.

Vi du, ban can tim tl chi khdu phau thuat nhwng khéng cé tr dién
Viét-Anh, st dung cudn Heritage dién tlr, co thé tim bang cach doan
xem dinh nghia clGa tlr ndy gdm nhirng t&r nao (coé thé la thread,
surgical), ban s& cé ngay t suture. Vi du mudn tim ciing tlr nay
nhwng chi loai tw tiéu, lam bang rudt méo (surgical, intestines), ban
ciing sé tim ra ti catgut. Dung cac cubn tw dién nay dé choi 6 chi¥,
khéng bao gi® so thua ca. Tim tir tha béng, dung nhw danh tir, ban
c6 thé viét vao 6 Word Hunter: not AND guilty NOT to = acquittal.

Yahoo hay Google la noi nhiéu nguwdi st dung Internet vao dé
nh& tim gidp théng tin. Néu biét s&¢ dung cac quy wéc twong tw nhw
trén, viéc tim kiém sé& nhanh hon va chinh xac hon. Yahoo va
Google dung dau + thay cho AND, dau - thay cho NOT. Vi du ban
danh rice +export -Vietnam dé tim nhirng dia chi cé chra théng tin
vé xuéat khdu gao nhung loai triv cac trang vé gao cua Viét Nam vi
ban da co tai liéu chi tiét va cap nhat hon.

Yahoo cé thém nhirng quy wéc nhu t: trwdce tir khoa (dé yéu cau
chi tim trén tiéu dé tai liéu) va u: (dé yéu cau chi tim trong tén cua
cac dia chi). Co thé két hop nhirng quy wéc ndy nhwng phai theo
trat tw +, -, t;, va u:. K&t hop nhw thé nay +t:football -American 1a
dung nhwng t:+football -American thi sai.

O day xin bbé sung mot bai viét rieng vé tim kiém théng tin trén
Google méac du né khdng lién quan nhiéu 1dm dén chuyén hoc tiéng
Anh.



Hu nhau bang Google

Dao nay c6 kha nhiéu bai viét, phat biéu hay nhan xét bat dau
bang mot cau, dai y néu vao Google, gé dong chir xxx, thi xuat hién
ca ngan (chuc ngan hay ca triéu) trang.

Vi du, day la cau m& dau bai viét “Gu thdi trang cia MC Thanh
Bach” trén t& Thoi Trang Tré: “Cho dén hém nay, khi nhac dén
Thanh Bach, bao chi dwong nhw khdng bé sét bat ky mét chi tiét
nao co lién quan dén anh. Chi can gd tir khéa “Thanh Bach” va
search trén Google, ban sé thay cé 353.000 két qua chi trong 0,19
giay”.

Con day la cau dau tién clha bai “Ha cdo” trén t& Sai Gon Tiép Thi:
“Vao Google gd mdt céi thi ha cdo tran ra cd may chuc trang”. Td
Nghé bdo sb6 md&i nhét cling c6 bai bat dau theo 16i nay: “Vao
Google, gd vao dong chir “Coéng ty truyén théng”, trong vong 0,33
gidy, cong cu tim kiém trwc tuyén nay sé cho ra 1.440.000 trang web
c6 chudi ky tw ay”.

NGi vay ma khéng phéi vay C6 1& diéu dau tién nhiéu nguodi st
dung Google da biét 1a khi tim mét cum tir, néu ching ta dé cum ti
nay trong ngodc kép, két qua sé& khac han so véi khéng dé ngoac
kép. Vi du v&i cum tlr “cdng ty truyén théng”, néu tim theo cach th
nhat, két qué chi 1a 676.000 trang so v&i 1.630.000 trang néu tim
theo cach thr hai. Vi khi khéng dé trong ngoac kép, Google sé tim
bat ky trang web nao cé chira cac tr do, bat ké ching & xa nhau tit
mu. Xem mét trang ngau nhién trong danh sach tim kiém theo cach
thtr hai, chung ta sé thay cac tv dwoc tim ndm trong cac cum tw
khéng lién quan gi, nhw “thdng thwong”, “di liéu truyén”, “co
céng”... Thir nira, Google la mét cdng cu tim kiém théng tin rat
thdng minh — nd trd vé két quéa theo théi quen cla nhirng ngudi tim
kiém trwdc do (tim cum tlr “Nguyén Viét Tién”, né sé cho két qua &
nhirng trang dau tién lién quan dén 6ng Nguyén Viét Tién, nguyén
The trwdng Bé Giao thdng Van tai chir khéng phai mét Nguyén Viét
Tién bét ky vi chinh day 1a tén dwoc nhiéu nguoi trudc do tim kiém
nhiéu). Tuy nhién, chinh diéu nay lam két qua tim kiém sai lac khéng
thda man nguwdi can tim théng tin. Vi du, véi tr “ha cdo”, da phan
cac trang két qua noi vé hé diéu hanh Hacao Linux (day la cum t
dwoc tim nhiéu hon mén an ha céo). Va khi “tién s’ tim kiém cla



moi ngwdi la nhw nhau, khéng cé mét xu hwédng nao vwot tréi thi két
qua khéng phan biét nghia cua tr nay véi tir khac. Trong 353.000
trang c6 cum tir “Thanh Bach”, sé c6 rat nhiéu trang c6 cum tir nay
nhwng dung v&i nghia “trong sach va gilr duoec tiét thao”. Cha y, néu
dung Google binh thwdng két qua sé khac voi khi dung Google
Toolbar. V&i Google Toolbar, két qua dwa vao cac lan tim kiém trudc
dé nhiéu hon béi lan.

Nhuw vay chang ta c6 thé két luan cac cach néi nhw minh hoa &
dau bai khéng chinh xac, khéng c6 y nghia théng ké gi hét cho du
cum tr dwoce tim kiém da dwoc can than bé trong ngodc kép. Tot
nhat nén bd 16i so sanh nay vi no rat sai lac ma lai thwong dwoc
dung dé chirng minh cho mét diém nao do.

Tim 14 thdy V&i nhivtng nguoi dung Google dé tim kiém théng tin
that sw, nhirng tha thuat nhd, nhirng manh I&i khai thac Google sé
giup ho tim ra théng tin can tim nhanh hon, hiéu qua hon. Néu cum
tr ma chung ta bd trong ngoac kép dé tim cang dai, cang chi tiét,
kha nang tim dung ngay thong tin chung ta can sé cao hon. Néu
ching ta thém thanh cum t “mén ha cédo”, két qua sé trd vé toan
nhirng trang c6 nhac dén moén thirc &n nay. Cling ¢ nhirng trang
nhac dén “mon ha cao” trong mot but ky hay truyén ngan khéng
phal la trang chuing ta can tim. Néu mé& roéng thanh hai cum “mén ha
cao” va “cach ché bién” (ca hai déu dé trong ngodc kép) thi ching ta
sé tim thay mét trong cac trang dau tién ban dung dén théng tin ché
bién mén an nay.

Two’ng tw, v&i nghé si “Thanh Bach”, néu chung ta thém tor MC
thanh “MC Thanh Bach”, két qua sé& chinh xac hon nhiéu. Noi khai
quat, chung ta nén xac dlnh thédng tin can tim la gi, hinh dung trong
trang web can tim chac chan sé c6 nhirng cum tlr nao, xong réi gd

cang nhiéu cum nhu thé cang tot (trong ngoac kep), co hoi tim ra
thdng tin s& nhanh hon. Néu can nén két hop nhiéu cum t, thém
b&t nhiéu 1an dé tinh chinh két qua. Nhiéu luc phai dung mét luc
nhiéu thu thuat (xem chi tiét & bai dwdi) mdi tim ra diéu chung ta
can tim. Nhiéu nguoi cling hay quén Google cé céng cu tim anh
riéng, nén vao day khi mudn tim anh va khi muén tim théng tin mang
tinh th&i sy nén vao news.google.com sé tim nhanh hon, chinh xac
hon.



Ciing nén lwu y, tim ngay trong cac trang web cu thé, két qua sé
chinh xac hon dung Google. Vi du ching ta biét chac théng tin can
tim nam trong trang web cta bao Tubi Tré dién tl, nén vao chinh
ngay trang nay va st dung cong cu tim kiém cutia chinh trang do.

Céc tha thuat Google Céac tha thuat nay da phd bién trén nhiéu
trang web, xin tdm tat nhirng tha thuat thwong dung nhét. Lac nao
khédng nhé hét nhitng tha thuat nay, ching ta cé thé vao phan
Google Advanced Search 1a dé& nhét.

- Dung déu -: Déi luc Google trd vé két qua theo xu hwéng tim
kiém nén khéng théa man nhu cau cla ching ta. Gap trwong hop
nay, nén dung dau — trwdc cum tr khdng mudn xuat hién. Vi du
mudn tim nguwdi ban cii tén “Hé Ngoc Ha” ma khéng phai 14 ¢ ca si
ndi tiéng, c thir gb thém -"ca si" xem sao.

- Tim trong tiéu dé: Khi biét chac théng tin can tim xuat hién trong
tiéu dé trang web, ching ta nén s dung cach go: intitle:"théng tin
can tim".

- Tim trong mét trang web cu thé: Déi luc ching ta chi tim théng
tin trong mét trang web da xac dinh, luc d6 nén gé: “théng tin can
tim” site:dja chi cua trang web dé. Nhé 1a sau dau hai chdm khéng
c6 dau cach.

- Tim trong mét loai tap tin cu thé: Néu ching ta biét minh chi can
tim théng tin do6 trong tap tin Microsoft Word (.doc) hay Acrobat (.pdf)
thi hay gé: filetype:doc "Théng tin can tim" hay file-type:pdf "Théng
tin can tim".

- Dung Google nhwr mét may tinh bé tui: Néu can ching ta clr gb
ngay vao 6 tim kiém cta Google (vi du 2+3 hay 2"20), Google sé
cho ra két qua tinh toan ngay. Twong tw, néu chung ta gd “3 USD in
Vietnamese dong” sé& thay trang web nay tinh toan chuyén dbi ngoai
té lubn cho chung ta.



Con lai cai tén

Trong tiéng Anh cling nhw trong nhiéq ngon nglr khac, co nhiéu toy
xuat phat tlr tén nguwdi, ké ca nguwoi tot l1an ngudi xau. Vi du nhw
August (thang Tam) la tén clia hoang dé La Ma Augustus Caesar
(august co nghia la hung vi, vi dai); boycott (tay chay) theo nhan vat
Charles Boycott, mot dia chu nguwdi Anh bi dan Ai Nhi Lan ghét bo;
chauvinism (chd nghia s6-vanh) duwoc dat theo tén cua Nicholas
Chauvin, mét nhan vat ton thd Napoleon; guillotine (may chém) la
tén cda nha phat minh cai may ghé gém nay — Joseph Guillotin.

Thang Bay (July) cling la tlr tén cua vién twéng La Ma livng danh
Julius Caesar, nguoi da thém thang nay vao lich cl. Chat nicotine
trong thudc 1a la tén cua Jean Nicot, mét ngudi Phap lan dau tién
dem chuyén hut thu6e tr B6 Bao Nha du nhap vao nwéc Phap tw
thé ky 16.

Co6 nhirng twr it quen thuéc hon nhwng cling do tén nguwdi ma ra.

Chéc cac ban da quen véi tr cop (canh sat) nhwng do la tiéng
long cua dan My, dan Anh ding tr bobby. Bau the ky 19, Robert
Peel la nguoi xay dwng nganh canh sat cho Luan Bén nén ban dau
ngwdi dan goi cac canh sat & day la “ngwdi cua Bobby” (Bobby’s
men) — sau nay goi gon la bobbies.

Tw maverick (nguwdi lap di, ngudi khéng theo 1& thoi binh thwong)
cling la tén cua mét cha ,trai,c’y Texas khong chiu dong dau dan bo
cla minh lai con tuyén bd bat ky con bd nao khong cé dau dong la
cua ong ta. Tén 6ng nay la Samuel Maverick.

Tiéng Anh co tir titan nghta 1a khong 16 nén con tau Titanic ham y
day la con tau I&n nhat thoi ay. Tl nay cling la tén cua mét sac dan
khong 16 trong than thoai Hy Lap.

Nghe tir tycoon c6 & céac ban ciing doan dwoc né cd nguon goc
chau A. No la bién thé cuta tw tai kun cia Nhat Ban — 6ng hoang.

Sau nay dan My vay muwon né dé chi cac dai doanh gia, cac nha
tai phiét.

C6 nhirng tlr dang budn nhw quisling (ngwoi phan boi) vi nhan vat
Vidkun Quisling da di theo phat xit Birc phan boi dat nwéc Na Uy
cta minh. Tr m&i c6 pasteurize ma cac ban da biét nghia. Con vé
dia danh c6 nhirng tir da thanh quen thuéc nhw Watergate...



Tén dia danh cing dwoc dung dé tao nén tr mai. Nhw tir bedlam
(hdn loan) 1a bién thé cla dia danh Bethlehem — mot bénh vién tam
thdn & Anh. Ngay ca tlr champagne quen thudc cling dwoc dat tén
theo vung Champagne ndi tiéng ctia Phap noi chuyén san xuét thir
rwou nay. Twong tw eau de cologne ciing tr tén cua thanh phd
Cologne & Brc.

Tham chi nhitng tlr da dwoc qubc té héa nhw marathon cling co
ngudn gbc rat thi vi. Ngay xwa mét chu linh giao lién da chay mét
mach 26 dam, 385 yards (42,195 km) tir lang Marathon vé Athens
dé béo tin thang tran. T d6 tén ngdi lang noi xay ra tran chién gita
quan Hy Lap va quan Ba Tw vao nam 490 trwdc cong nguyén da tré
thanh tén cac cudc thi chay véi cy ly twong tw.

C6é mét sé dia danh quen thudc hon nghia dwoc gan ghép nhuw
Shanghai thi ai ciing biét la Thwong Hai nhwng ngoai ra né con ¢
nghia bat coc ngudi dé 1am thiy tha trén tau bién. Ngay xwa nhiéu
thanh nién bi chubc rwou dé bat lam thay tha trén nhivng chuyén hai
trinh sang phwong Béng dén Thwong Hai, chang han, goi 1a to be
shanghaied.



Choii v&i chiv

N6i chuy&n budn ban riét, nay chung ta giai tri bang cach tim hiéu
cac trd choi dwa vao sw bién hda cla tr vung tiéng Anh. Céc trd
choi nay rat da dang, phd bién nhat c6 I1& 1a 6 ch (crossword
puzzle). Khac vai loai 6 chiv tiéng Viét, crossword puzzle tiéng Anh
thwong ghi s6 ngay trong 6 nhwng cach choi thi giong nhau. Vi du 6
ngang ghi s6 1 gdbm 4 6 co6 goi y faucet flaw (voi nwdc hdng) phal
dién vao tir drip (nhd giot). Hay goi y letter opener (gdm 4 6), 1&i giai
la dear.

Trd choi 6 chir méi xuat hién tir cudi thé ky 19 nhwng da phd bién
khap toan ciu. Mét bién thé cta noé la Double-crostic rat khé cho
nguwdi soan vi két qua sau khi dién dung sé ndi lai v&i nhau thanh
mot cau trich ndi tiéng nao dé. Bao chi ciing thwérng déng cac tro
choi khac nhw anagrams — nguoi ra dé cho moét tlr cé 8-12 mau tw
rdi yéu cau ngudi choi dung cac mau tw nay dé rap thanh cang
nhiéu tr cang tét. Ngwoc lai ngudi ra dé co thé scramble mot tiy
thanh nhitng mau tw sap xép 16n xO6n rbéi yéu ciu nguwdi choi
unscramble n6 thanh tr cé nghia.

Céc trd choi cau dd nhu trén bao Tudi tré Cudi goi la riddle hay
pun. Mét riddle tiéu biéu: “What runs around all day then lies under
the bed with its tongue hanging out?” Tra 1&i: “Your shoe” (néu ban
dap a dog |a ban da bj mac 1&m). Riddle c6 thé rat so dang danh
cho cac em thiéu nhi (What goes up when the rain comes down? —
An umbrella) dén nhitng cau kha khé nhu “What would happen if
everybody in the country bought a pink car? — A pink carnation.” Cac
ban ther tai ddi dap ctiia minh qua moét sb riddle sau: (L&i gidi & cubi
bai)

1. What question can you never answer “yes” to?

2. What is the loudest sport?

3. What keys won’t open doors?

4. There is a guy who lives in his house by himself. He rarely leaves
his house. After two weeks, he runs out of food so goes to the store
to get more. Upon leaving, he turns off the TV and lights. He
returned the next morning. However, that night 100 people died
because of him, how could this be so?



Puns 1a 16i choi chir dwa vao tinh chat nhiéu nghia ctia mét tt, vi
du hém cwu Tdng théng My Reagan t6 chirc sinh nhat th&r 75, éng
tuyén bd: “I did turn 75 today — but remember, that’s only 24
Celsius”. Y 6ng ta néi 75 dd F bang 24 d6 C — du 75 tudi réi nhwng
con tré. Hay moét tho san tuyén b6: “We shot two bucks, but that was
all the money we had.” (buck vira la tiéng long cua tlr dollar vira c6
nghia la mét con tha).

M6t conundrum 1a mét cau dd gidi bang choi chir. Vi du “When is
a door not a door? When it's a jar (ajar).” (jar 1a cai lo; ajar la md& hé).

M6t trd choi khac cé nhiéu bién thé phirc tap, goi la Ghosts. Mét
ngwdi néu [én mdt mau tw va cac tay choi ké tiép lan lwot thém cac
mau tw khac (phai 1a8 mau tw thich hop cé thé tao ra tr c6 nghia).
Nguwdi ndo thém vao mau tw cudi cung lam thanh tlr sé bi thua cudc.
Bién thé Superghosts khd hon & chd c6 thé thém mau ty trudc hay
sau mau tw da cho.

Trd choi 20 cau héi (Twenty Questions) rat phd bién & Anh nho
duwoc td chirc nhiéu trén radio va TV. Thoat tién mot ngudi nghi ra
mot vat va cho biét né 1a animal, vegetable, hay mineral. Sau d6
nguwoi choi phai dat cau hdi va nguoi kia chi can tra 1o dang hay sai.

Lam sao trong vong 20 cau hdi, ngwdi choi cé thé doan vat ma
ngudi kia nghi trong dau. Botticelli 1a bién thé cha trd Twenty
Questions nhwng db toan la nhan vat ndi tiéng. Boccaccio 1a mot
bién thé khac, d6 gidi han trong mot [inh vwc nao dé.

Charade la trd choi db chi* nhwng ngwdi ra cau dd chi ra dau hiéu
dé dién ta t hay cum tr dé& ngwdi khac doan. Acrostic 1a mén choi
sang tac mét bai tho ma cac tw dau ctia moi dong hop lai thanh ra
mot tir hay mot cau cd nghia. Con sap xép 1am sao cac tir trong mot
6 vuéng doc ngang hay doc déu giéng nhau goi 1a word square. Trd
choi Scrabble kho tém tat, dai khai ngudi choi sap xép mau tw trén
bang dé tao cac tir ndi két nhau, tly theo vj tri s& dwoc diém cao
hay thép.

Giai dap cau hoi:

1. “Are you asleep?”

2. Tennis, because everyone raises a racquet.
3. Don-keys, mon-keys, tur-keys.

4. He lived in a lighthouse.



Khi ngwéi Anh dung dién c6

Nguwdi noi tiéng Anh, ké cad dan My, Uc hay Canada ciing thich
ding dién c6 khong kém gi cac 6ng do nuwdc ta thoi xwa. Chang
han, khi ké& lai chuyén dai dién hang Microsoft tng dén gap
Netscape dé thuwong lwong chuyén phan chia thi phan cho phan
mém duyét cac trang Web, anh chang ky sw trwdng cia hang nay
noi, “It was like a visit by Don Corleone. | expected to find a bloody
computer monitor in my bed the next day’.

Pé hiéu dwoc tham y cau nay, ban phai tryng doc tac pham Bé gia,
biét so qua 6ng trum Corleone va chuyén ong nay giup nguwoi con
d& dau Ia mét ca si kiém dién vién dién anh ndi tiéng gianh mét vai
dién theo cach mafia. Corleone phai tay luat sw than tin ca minh
gay ap lwc budc nha san xuat phim phai giao vai dién cho con bd
gia. Khi 6ng ta tr chdi, sang hém sau thirc day thdy dau con ngua
dua ndi tiéng clia minh bj cat va dé bén canh giwong nga.

Thai vi tinh, thay vao dau ngwa 1a man hinh may tinh dam mau!

LSi vi von nhw thé xuat hién kha nhiéu trén bao chi va cac tac
phadm van hoc, doi hdi nguwdi doc phai co kién thirc rong dé hiéu moi
ham y.

Vi du khi bdo Time binh ludn chuyén Clinton van binh chan nhw
vai sau nhiéu vu tai tiéng, ho viét: “The slings and arrows of sex and
politics have not dented Clinton’s high ratings. Is it a new kind of
Teflon, or do foes just lack the right weapon?”.

Tw dented dung kém véi slings and arrows ggi hinh anh Clinton
dang khoac 4o giap sat ma nhirng mii tén, hon dan khéng lam suy
suyén.

Nhwng chinh tr Teflon m&i 1a loai tr ching ta dang tim hiéu.
Teflon la tén thwong mai mét loai vat liéu dung dé trang Ién vat dung
nhw ch&o chién dé tranh dinh. T nay thwong dwoec dung theo nghia
bong nhw cau trén hay cau sau: “It’s clear that because (he) doesn’t
aspire to saving the entire human race, he’s not going to get what
the other leaders get — a coating of moral and political Teflon” (bao
Wall Street Journal).

Nghe cau quang cao nay ban cé doan auto dentist la loai bac si
nha khoa nao chang? “Auto “dentist” specializing in dents, dings,



and hail damage; high quality, affordable rates.” Cac vu va quét xe
thwéng gay ra nhivng vét tray, vét Idm (dents). Dan slra xe dua vao
ttr dent dé tao ra tir dentist, tho chuyén stra nhirng sw vu nho nhé
nay.

Hai nguwoi dbi dap véi nhau dung toan nhirng tr dé& hiéu, béng
dau moét ngudi noi: “Here’s the 411 on the hunting trip”. Bén ta
thworng goi 1080 dé xin théng tin con bén My, sé tdng dai twong tw
la 411.

Cho nén 411 thwéng ham y chi tiét vé mot chuyén gi do.

Vu an O. J. Simpson da tao ra biét bao dién c6. Chang han mot
ngwdi mdi ban bé déng nghiép mot slow-speed chaser, y anh ta
mudn m&i moi nguwdi di ubng mrng mot dip nao dé. Hay dong tir
Ito’d, c6 nghia la bj g6 Ién dau, cling xuat phat t vy an quai dan
nay.

Tuy nhién cach dung dién cb nhw trén chi gi¢i han vao nhirng sw
kién thoi sw twong ddi con mai trong khi dién ¢b lién quan dén than
thoai ¢b dién co rat nhiéu nhwng ngay nay it ai dung.

M6t ngwdi ché ban minh 1a mot Narcissist thi y anh ta mudn nhac
dén vi than Narcissus trong than thoai Hy Lap yéu say dam hinh anh
chinh minh. Con khi cdng luan Nhat Ban, chang han phé phan mét
quyét dinh cda chinh pht rang né sé open a Pandora’s box, ho ciing
st dung mét dién cd nbi tiéng. Than Zeus trao cho Pandora mét
chiéc hop va dan ky dirng mé ra. Néi nhw thé chang khac nao kich
thich tinh td md cta phu nir. Pandora cubi cung khéng cuéng ndi,
mé& chiéc hop va thé 1a moi diéu ac, moi sy phién ndo cla cudc doi
bay ra d& lam hai nhan loai. Cho nén “open a Pandora’s box’ la gay
hau qua khén luvong.

Pién cb dung nhiéu 1an sé& bién thanh idiom nhw “dog in the
manger’. Trong chuyén ngu ngén cla Esop, mét con chd nam trén
mot mang cd day. Khi bd dén an, choé can dudi di mac du ché khéng
dung cd lam gi ca. Sau nay dién cb va thanh ng» nay dwoc ding dé
chi nhirng ngwdi co ca tinh twong tw. “We asked our neighbor for
the fence posts he had left over, but, like a dog in the manger, he
threw them out rather than give them to us”. Chinh trong loai van nay
chung ta sé tim dwoc cach dich chinh xac nhirng cau tuc ngir cua



tiéng Viét. Giau nhw Thach Suing — rich as Croesus; lay cua lang trao
cho xa — rob Peter to pay Paul.

Cubi cung, méac du tir baggravation khéng lién quan dén mét dién
cd nao nhwng cach tao tir ciing rat tha vi. May bay ha canh, dén
bang chuyén nhan hanh ly, ai cling da tim ra va-li ctia minh con
hanh ly cla ban & dau khéng thay, vira buc vira lo. Cam giac do
dwoc goi bang mét tr méi toanh, baggravation. “Nancy couldn’t help
but feel baggravation as she watched other passengers get their
luggage and leave the airport’. Pay la tr ghép cua bag va
aggravation, vira dwgrc Oxford ghi nhan trong nam 1997.



Poc tin dé kinh doanh

Hién nay nhiéu cdng ty xuat khau ca-phé tai Tay Nguyén c6 mua
tin ciia cac hang théng tan quéc té nhw Reuters, Dow Jones dé ho
tro cho nhirng quyét dinh kinh doanh. Chung ta th&» doc mét ban tin
cua Reuters phat di hdi cudi tuan trwdc dé& hiéu vi sao cac cong ty
nay phai bé ra mot khoan tién dang ké dé mua tin truc tuyén.

Ban tin cé tit: “Vietnam differentials plunge” va m& dau bang cau:
“Vietnamese differentials eased sharply this week in quiet European
physical coffee trading, traders said’. Thi trwdng ca-phé & London
c6 nhiéu dang.

Cau trén dé cap dén dang physical trading va nhac dén khai niém
differentials. Mua ban tién trao chao muc la physical trading hay
actual trading. Dung nhw danh tl, physicals hay actuals chi lvgng
hang cé san, hang that dé giao ngay cho khach mua.

Con trong cac hop déng mua ban giao hang sau, tai mét thoi diém
trong twong lai, goi la hop déng ky han hay hop déng trién ky
(futures contracts) c6 nhirng khoan giam (discounts) hay tang
(premiums) so v&i gia chuan goi 1a differentials hay allowances.

Nhw vay tuan trwéc chénh I&ch gia ca phé Viét Nam giao ngay so
v&i gia giao trong vai thang tdi tdng dang ké. Hay néi cach khac,
thwong budn khéng con s¢ khan ca-phé trong nhirng thang t&i nén
gia ca-phé Viét Nam ban ngay con duoc gia chir dén vai thang niva
m&i giao thi gia gidm réat nhiéu.

Dién dich tinh hinh gia ca nay, mot hang buén cho biét, “Roasters
are buying hand-to-mouth. They know the coffee will be there, so
they have no reason to buy”. Roasters la nhirng hang mua ca-phé
vé dé rang xay dem ban.

Néu ho mua hand-to-mouth cé nghia la mua cam chirng, can bao
nhiéu mua béy nhiéu chir khdng mua dé triv.

O day nhin lai nhitng tir méi gidi thiéu cac ban dé nhan ra chung
c6 nghia khac so v@i van canh binh thwong. Nhw hand-to-mouth
thwong dung voi nghia (séng) chat vat, (sbng) qua ngay. Hay
differentials trong toan hoc la vi phan (differential equation — phwong
trinh vi phéan) cho nén khéng quen v&i cach dung trong kinh doanh
rat dé nham.



Ban tin thém chi tiét: “Benchmark July robustas touched a $1,750
per tonne low on Wednesday, from a May 15 $2,130 peak. It has
traded sideways in a $1,710-$1,777 range since June 1”. Nhw vay
gia ca phé robusta chuan giao thang 7 giam con 1.750 USD mét tan,
so v&i luc gia rao cao nhat héi gitra thang 5 la 2.130 USD/tan. T
dau thang sau gia dao ddng khong dang ké tir 1.710-1.777 USD/tan
(sideways & day ham y nhirng mua ban khéng nam trong hé théng
thi trydng han ky London).

Khi ban tin cho biét “Origins were selling on the rallies, but they
were not lasting long” thi ban phai biét origins dé chi nwdc xuat xo,
hay cac nha xuat khau cia nwédc cd hang ban. Origin sale dé chi
chuyén cac nha xuét khiu ciia nwéc lam ra sadn pham dé ding ra
ban hang trwc tiép chir khéng qua trung gian. Con ban on the rallies
la ban dwgc gia — nhung khéng duy tri dwoc lau.

Mot hang budn khac nhan xét, “A possible cold snap or frost in
Brazil in the next couple of months was the only thing likely to boost
prices”. Chi c6 mét dot thoi tiét lanh hay swong gia tai Brazil trong
vai thang t&i méi co thé day gia Ién cao.

Vi vay, ban tin két luan “Most news was bearish”. Bear va bearish
cling nhu tr trai nghia cda né — bull va bullish da dwoc gidi thiéu
mot 1an trén muc nay. Cac ban thir dich cau trén. Néu chwa dich
dwoc, ban co thé doc tiép cac bearish news: “Uganda coffee was
starting to move more freely, the Central American crop season was
ending with good rains, and there was good availability from
Mexico”. Nhw vay moi nguén tin déu cho thdy ngudn hang ca-phé sé
doi dao va gia sé ha.

Bay gi® mdi cac ban doc cau khé nhat trong ban tin: “Vietnam
Grade 2 8pct for June/July shipment was quoted by a broker at
$110/$115 per tonne under LIFFE FOB July terminal price compared
with $15-$20 under last week’.

Vietnam Grade 2 8pct for June/July shipment |a ca phé Viét Nam
loai 2 c6 8% hat den bé giao trong thang 6 va 7. LIFFE viét tat tir
The London International Financial Futures and Options Exchange,
mot trung tdm mua ban theo kiéu futures, FOB chac cac ban da biét,
la gia chwa tinh tién cwdc va bao hiém. Ca cau coé nghia gia ca-phé
Viét Nam loai 2 c6 8% hat den bé (black and broken) giao vao thang



6 va 7 dwoc chao thap hon gia FOB yét tai thi treéng London cho
thdi diém thang 7 chirng 110-115 USD so véi tudn trwdc chi thap
hon 15-20 USD.

Khoan chénh léch nay chinh 14 differentials n6i & dau bai.

Thwong budn cho rang gia ca phé Viét Nam héi thang 5 cao vi
tinh hinh Indonesia nhwng bay gi¢ gia giao thang 7 giam manh vi
Indonesia da tham gia thi trwdng trd lai. “The sharp easing in
Viethamese differentials reflected the difference between the high
price that Viethamese coffee for May shipment commanded during
the Indonesian crisis and the reduced price it commanded for July
shipment now that Indonesia was back in competition, a trader said’.



Chuyén Ién xuéng cta dong yen

Chuyén My va Nhat can thiép dé chan dirng sw xudng gia cua
ddng yen thu hat sy chd y cta nhiéu nwédc khac. “Most hoped fresh
yen strength would help give Japan better footing to pull Asia out of
its economic mess”. Cai hay cua cau nhan dinh nay la sy két hop
day hinh anh ba ttr footing, pull va mess. Footing hay foothold |a ché
twa chan, mot vi tri vikng vang Dung kem va&i te pull out of, nguoi
doc dé hinh dung vai tro cua dong yen trong chuyén 6n dinh tinh
hinh kinh té chau A.

Tw foot con dwoc dung trong thanh nglr best foot forward. Cai nay
khéng lién quan dén World Cup ma ham y tao an twong tét nhw cau
“Put your best foot forward during an interview”. Ngwoc lai c6 thanh
nglr feet of clay 1a diém yéu. Ban thlr doan thém moét thanh ngi cla
tr feet. “Politicians provide easy targets for grammatical nitpickers
because they have to think on their feet’. (nitpicker la ké soi moi).
Khi Nhat t& vé cham chap trong viéc nang gia dong yen, Malaysia
cao budc Nhat “foot-dragging” va dodi hoi nwéc nay phai co “speedy
action’, “firm commitment’.

Nhan néi tir foot, cac ban co biét chirng bénh 1& mém, long méng
cua trau bo goi la foot-and-mouth disease chir khéng dung tir hoof.
Va mét ngwdi budt miéng noi diéu gi that thé goi 1a foot-in-mouth
(statement). Vi nghia ti foot lién quan dén mot nén tang virng vang
nhw trén nén mét footless dream of glory 1a kiéu ddi Han Qudc mo
twdng chuyén vo dich World Cup ky nay.

Sau khi dbng yen l1én gia, Trung Quéc khang dinh chuyén pha gia
ddng nhan dan té 1a khéng can thiét. Lén gia co tw appreciate, xuong
gia — depreciate va pha gia — devaluate (devalue). Con tién té cla
Trung Qudc, chinh thire cd tir renminbi (nhan dan té) nhwng khi tinh
theo don vi, thworng thay dung tir yuan (nguyén).

Miéu ta sw phuc hdi ciia déng yen sau khi My va Nhat ban ra téng
cong khoadng 6 ti USD dé mua ddng yen, ngwdi ta dung nhirng cum
tw nhw pick up (the exchange rate of the Japanese yen is picking
up), rebound (the yen rebounded yesterday after strong
intervention), rally (the yen rallied to about 136 to the dollar from
about 142).



Trwde do, cwu Thu twdng Singapore, Ly Quang Diéu, nguwdi ma
chirc vu chinh thérc hién nay chi la Bd trwdng cao cap (Senior
Minister) cho rang, “the Japanese yen is undervalued and the U.S.
dollar overvalued™.

Ngoai chuy&n déng yen, chau A tuan trwdc con chiu canh gia dau
thd xubng mdrc thip nhét trong vong 10 ndm qua. Dién ta y nay, chi
can dung cum ttr 10-year low (Crude prices in Asia fell to a new 10-
year low). Cac ban chu y cach néi gon crude oil thanh crude; friendly
match thanh friendly. O day cdé mét nghich ly, khi gdp khé khan,
nguwdi ta cang gang san xuat nhiéu dau va gia vi thé cang ha. Hién
twong nay duwoc dién dat: “... growing market scepticism that oil
producers would cut enough oil to bolster prices”.

Khi gia con 12,35 USD/thung, ngwdi ta noi, “It surpassed the
previous low of US$12.50, which was tested but not broken in New
York’s open-cry trading on riday’. Y cau nay la gia nhu thé con thap
hon gia chao & thj trwong New York hom thir sau, xuéng dén mirc
12,50 USD/thung nhwng luc &y khoéng ai cho gia thap hon. Open-cry
la mot hinh thirc mua ban doi héi ngudi mua ngudi ban phai thét Ion
gia chao va gia mua.

Va, it ai ng®, moét trong nhi*ng nan nhan gian tiép cta khing
hodng kinh té chau A chinh & nhirng nha tao mét Italia. Véi tit
“Crisis hits Italian fashion industry below the belt’, nguwdi viét dung
hinh anh below the belt dé chi ci nay kha bat ngd vi thanh ng nay
xuat phat tv mén quyén Anh, danh dwdi that lwng la pham luat, 1a
choi khéng dep. Tw belt cling rat thich hop & day vi thoi budi khé
khan doi hai phai that lwng, budc bung, goi 1a belt-tightening. “They
were urged to tighten their belts to weather the economic turmoil’.
Con cau “With a few Scotches under his belt, he’s everyone’s friend”
lai c6 nghia néc vai céc rwou vao thi anh ta thay ai ciing 1a ban ca.
Cudi cung, ban cé biét cai tui budc trwdc bung ma du khach nuéc
ngoai hay xai la gi khéng.

Chung dwoc goi la belt bag hay fanny pack.



Thi trwdng xuat gao yén ang

Vietnam’s rice trade remained slow on high prices and thin supply
with few new deals signed in the last two weeks as a partial ban on
fresh contracts was still in place, traders said”. V&i cAu m& dau nay,
mot ban tin ciia hdng Reuters mé té sw yén ang cla thj trwdng xuét
khau gao tai Viét Nam. On high price and thin supply la dé giai thich
ly do: sw yén ang nay vi gia chao cao, lwong hang chao ban khéng
nhiéu. Bén canh dé Chinh phi chwa cho phép ky tiép hop ddng xuét
gao m¢i — moét Iénh cam con hiéu lyc goi la still in place.

Trong budn ban gao thwdng thay phan loai gao theo ti I& phan
tram tAm. “Five percent broken grade was quoted at $300 a tonne,
FOB Saigon Port, compared with $310-315 a week ago”. Nhw vay
loai 5% tadm giao tai cAng Sai Gon con 300 USD/tAn so v&i gia cach
day moét tuan 1a 310-315 USD. Chung ta dung khai niém tdm cha
tiéng Anh goi 1a hat bé. Hat bé nhiéu chirng ndo gia cang ha chirng
do. “Ten percent broken grade was put between $290-295 per
tonne”.

Ban tin dwa thém mdot ly do nira vi sao thi trwd'ng kém sbi ddng khi
viét, “A trader in Ho Chi Minh City said offers for low grade
Viethamese rice were higher than Chinese rice on FOB basis and
this had made the trade less active”. Gao 25% tam 1a loai low grade,
gia cla Viét Nam la 250-255 USD/tan trong khi gia gao twong
dwong cta Trung Qudc chi chdo c6 240 USD. Gia chao cé thé dung
tr offers hay quotations.

M6t ngudn tin khac cho biét Indonesia c6 d& nghi v&i Viét Nam
chuyén dbéi gao lay dau hodc phan bon. Lay hang dbdi hang goi la
barter deals. Tuy nhién chuyén tiép tuc cho phép xuat gao con tuy
thuéc vao san lwong lda vu hé thu — summer-autumn rice crop
yields.

Lua chwa xay thanh gao thwdng dwoc goi la paddy nhw cau: “The
country harvested 13.6 million tonnes of paddy from the winter-
spring crop, up 300,000 tonnes over the same crop last year’.

Bén canh do, thi trwong xuat khau ca-phé ciing binh lang khéng
kém, lan nay ciing vi gia ca noi khac hap dan hon. “Vietnam’s coffee



trade came to a near standstill this week as buyers turned to
Indonesia and Brazil for better deals”.

Mac du cac nha xuét khau Viét Nam c6 gidm gia nhwng chi nhirng
ai cd nhu cau gdp méi quan tdm — nhu cau & day la dé giai quyét
cac hop doéng ban khéng trwdc do. “Exporters have lowered their
offers, but only a few buyers who needed to cover their shorts
showed any interest’. Vu sap t&i cé thé bi &nh hwéng vi dot han han
vra qua, “Yields were predicted to drop between 14 and 33 percent
over last year’.



Chuyén dé nham
C6 nhiéu tir tiéng Anh dé bi phat am sai, mot phan vi ching ta qua
quen v&i no trong nglr canh tiéng Viét. Vi du loai quan jean théng

dung Levi’s — thwong duwoc doc la (/évix) dén ndi khi thay né xuét
hién trong mét cau tiéng Anh, nhiéu ngudi clr thé ma phat am.

That ra nhan hiéu nay phai doc thanh (livaiz) vi n6 la tén cua Levi
Strauss, nguoi nghi ra loai quan nay va la ngudi sang 1ap céng ty
Levi Strauss.

Nhan hiéu giay va 4o quan thé thao ndi tiéng Nike ciing dwoc phat
am kha la — (naiki) vi day Ia tén vi nir than chién thang trong than
thoai Hy Lap. Nhirng nhdm 1an vi ly do twong tw c6 thé k& dén
nhirng tr nhw Formica (van i doc 1a ai); Linotype (van i thir nhét
ciing doc 1a ai); VIP (doc thanh tirng mau tw vi-ai-pi).

Thé nhwng chuyén dé nham dwoc dé cap trong bai nay khong chi
chuyén phat am, ching toi mudn gioi thieu nhirng tlr thoat tién la
nhan hiéu ciu chirng cho mét sdn phdm nao dé, lau ngay san pham
nay qua théng dung, tén nhan hiéu lai tr& thanh tén goi chung cho
san pham.

Pac trung nhat cho loai tw nay la Xerox, thoat tién la mét
trademark cho loai may photocopy nhuwng bay gi& né da dwoc dung
khéng can viét hoa, cd nhw danh t, dong tlr va tinh tw dé chi
chuyén sao chup gidy t&. “The group’s teacher... asked the children
how they would feel if they received a Xeroxed thank-you card” (New
York Times); “Letters you send should be xeroxed after you sign
them”. “He reaches inside his windbreaker to his shirt pocket. He has
four or five sheets of foolscap, xeroxes, | see, of court documents”.
Tham chi né con dwoc dung theo nghia bdéng: “Her performance
was Xeroxed from her imagination” (Chicago Tribune).

Nhirng tr khac c6 Walkman (m6t nhan hiéu may cassette bd tui
cla Sony nhwng bay gi® mang nghia chung cho loai may nay, du
dwoc hang khac san xuét); Windbreaker (4o gid); Velcro (loai Vai
dinh nhau thwérng dung nhw khuy nuat); TelePrompTer (may nhac
tudng — dung trong truyén hinh) (Although he was cheered loudly by
most delegates, leftist hecklers and a faulty teleprompter gave him
some anxious moments).



Cé mét sb tr khdng ai ngd trng la thwong hiéu nhw Ping-Pong
(bong ban); Playbill (chwong trinh chi tiét v& kich); Ouija (ban cau
co); Novocain (thubc t@), leatherette (gid da). Bat ngd nhét 1a tw
zipper (day kéo). Nam 1925, hang B.F. Goodrich dang ky nhan hiéu
nay cho loai day kéo (tén binh thwdng la fastener) ho vira phat minh
thoat tién chi dung cho day kéo giay 6ng. Sau khi thdy moi nguoi
dung tlr zipper mét cach tinh bo' nhw thé né la danh tir chung, B.F.
Goodrich dam don kién doi bao vé thuwong hiéu. Toa chi xir cho ho
dwoc quyén dung thwong hiéu Zipper Boots nhw dang ky chir cac
loai day kéo khac trén quan, 4o, ho khéng dwoc lam quyén. T dé,
zipper thanh mét danh tir chung trong tiéng Anh.

Ngwoc lai, c6 nhirng danh tr chung, sau khi tré& thanh thuwong
hiéu lai tr& nén théng dung hon nhw caterpillar (con sau bwdm) e it
nguoi biét hon loai xe banh xich cia hang Caterpillar.



Chirng khoan, cé phiéu va trai phiéu

Thuat ngiv thi trwdng chirng khoan c6 nhiéu, thwdng rat kho hiéu
du bang tiéng Anh hay da dich ra tiéng Viét nhwng, may man thay,
chi nhirng nguwoi chuyén nganh maéi dung. Vi du khi phan tich cac
dang rui ro khi tham gia vao mét thi tredng chirng khoan, ngudi ta
liét ké nhiéu hinh thiee rdi ro trong d6 co translation risk.

Mé&i nghe qua twéng dau la nhirng bét trac do bat ddng ngdn ngi,
dich sai cac tai liéu hay phan doan sai cac Iénh mua ban. Nhwng
gi&i chuy@n mén hiéu rat rd translation risk 1a “a form of currency risk
associated with the valuation of balance sheet assets and liabilities
between financial reporting dates”. Nhw vay translation & day la sw
khac biét thoi diém bao céo tai chinh dan dén co6 nhirng ty gia khac
nhau — tlrc rui ro ty gia. Nguwoc lai, ngwdi dich cac bao cao tai chinh
to tiéng Viét sang tiéng Anh cling phai chd y dé dung tlr cho dung,
rdi ro ty gid ma dung ttr khac, c6 thé dan dau tw nwdc ngoai khéng
hiéu.

La nhirng ngw®i dan binh thwdong sé cé kha nang tham gia mua
ban tai cac trung tdm giao dich chirng khoan trong twong lai, chung
ta chi gi¢i han vao nhirng tr can ban thwong dung trén thi tredng
nay. Tl thwdng gap nhéat 1a stock. Tiéng My goi cd phiéu Ia stock;
con tiéng Anh goi 1a share. Tuy nhién tén goi céac thi trwéng chirng
khoan & Anh, My va nhiéu nwdc khac niva van dung tir stock nén
chung ta dé bj 1an 16n. Stock hay share represents ownership in a
company and the right to receive a share in the profits of that
company.

Trong khi d6 trai phiéu (bond) la gidy no ma noi phat hanh cam
két trd kém lai suat sau mot thoi gian. Hién nay cé nhirng loai trai
phiéu nhw T-bonds (treasury bonds — trai phiéu kho bac, trai phiéu
chinh phu); corporate bonds (trai phiéu cong ty, trai phiéu doanh
nghiép); bank bonds (trai phiéu ngan hang) hay infrastructure bonds
(trai phiéu céng trinh).

Céc loai stock, bond goi chung bang tir securities (chirng khoan —
dung & s6 nhiéu). Vi vay Uy ban Chirng khoan Québc gia dwoc dich
thanh State Securities Commission (SSC). Con Trung tam Giao dich
Chang khodn 1a Securities Transaction Centers sé chuan bj cho mét
thi trwdng chirng khoan — A Stock Exchange trong twong lai. Mot thi



trwdng chirng khoan déi luc con duwoc goi la mét bourse. Cac cdng
ty ¢6 phan mudn tham gia vao thi trwdng chirng khoan phai dang ky
dé dwoc niém yét goi 1a listing. Cho nén mét listed company la mot
cong ty co6 tén trén thi trwdng chirng khoan.

Nguwdi dan mudn mua cd phiéu cta cac cdng ty nay phai thdng
qua cac cong ty giao dich chirng khoan goi la securities companies,
c6 mot ddi ngl stockbrokers la nhirng ngwi méi gi¢i chirng khoan.
M6t trong nhirng van dé cla thj truéng chirng khoan nudc ta la qué
thiéu céc listed companies c6 chat lwong.

Chuén bj cho mot thi trwdng chirng khoan Viét Nam, SSC cho biét
né ¢6 nhivng dac diém vi du nhw: “Total foreign holdings in any one
listed firm are likely to be capped at 30 percent.” To be capped at
30% la gi¢i han t6i da 1&8n dén 30%. Thj trwdng nay ciing ban short
selling on its pilot stock markets to avoid speculation. Short selling la
ban cac co phiéu minh khong nam vi doan trwdc gia sé ha, tirc ban
khdéng. Vi du ban khéng cé trong tay co phleu nao cua Microsoft
nhwng doan trwdc cac vu kién sé lam cb phiéu cong ty nay sut gia,
ban ban mét triéu cb phiéu nay véi gia hdm nay sau khi dang ky
mua mot triéu cd phiéu nay véi gia sé trd vao tuan sau. Insider
trading la mua ban cb phiéu dwa vao théng tin ndi gian ciing bi cam.

Céac dac diém khac co thé ké ra nhw sau: - A company or bank
that wishes to list must have registered capital of 10 billion dong
($770,000) and have been profitable for the last two years.

- At least 20 percent of a company’s listed shares must be held by
more than 100 investors outside that issuing firm.

- Securities companies authorised to trade are commercial banks
and big corporations.

- SSC inspectors must report big changes in stock prices.

Binh luan vé cac buéc chudn bi cia Viét Nam lién quan dén thi
trwérng chirng khodan, cac quan sat vién nwédc ngoai cho biét: “With a
stock market Vietnam will start to appear on more fund managers’
radar screens around the world”. (Cac quy dau tw s& chu y hon);

“The fact that the decree has actually been approved will damp
some of the cynicism”. (Nghi dinh ra doi sé giup nhiéu nha dau tw tin
twdng hon.) Cac nha dau tw trong nwéc ciing co thé tin rang thi



trwdng ndy sé thic day qua trinh co phan héa (going public) gitp
nhiéu céng ty lan dau tién phat hanh c6 phan ra cong chung (initial
public offering — IPO).

Cac ban tin nuwdc ngoai viét ve thi trwdng chirng khoan Viét Nam
cho rang giai doan dau chu yeu sé la over-the-counter trading.

Over-the-counter market (OTC) la mét thi trwong trao d6i co phiéu
cua nhirng cong ty chwa dwoc niém yét chinh thire trén thi trvong
chirng khoan, viéc mua ban dién ra tryec tiép gitra nguwoi phat hanh
va nguwoi mua chir khdng qua thi trwwdng chinh thure.

Trong nganh duoc, over-the-counter dé chi loai thudc thong
thwong ban tryee tiep khéng can toa bac si.



Chuyén BMW, VW v¢&i Rolls-Royce va Bentley

Hinh nhw thang 7 vira qua la thang tdt cho cac cudc sap nhap c&
I&n cta nhiéu doanh nghiép trén thé gidi. Pay kich tinh nhat 1a cudc
tranh chap gitra hang Volkswagen (thuwong viét gon la VW) va BMW.
“VW and BMW buried the hatchet between them and set the British
luxury cars Rolls-Royce and Bentley on the road to divorce”. Cum tw
bury the hatchet cé tr hatchet (chiéc riu nhd) thworng dung dé chi
chuyén dau da nhau. Trong khi cum tr nay c6 nghia la hwu chién,
giang hoa thi to dig up the hatchet la tai gay chién. Twong tw to take
up the hatchet 1a khai chién nhuwng to throw the hatchet 1a phéng dai,
cuwong diéu hoa.

DPau dudi cau chuyén co thé tdom lwoc nhw sau: Chia hang Rolls-
Royce Motor Cars clia Anh héi thang 7 rao ban va Volkswagen lam
moi nguw®i ngac nhién khi ra gia 479 triéu bang Anh (790 triéu USD)
an dut gia caa BMW dwa ra — chi 340 triéu bang. “That won VW the
full rights to build the two brands of car and to use the Bentley
name”. Pwong nhién mua xong VW sé c6 quyén san xuat hai loai xe
dat tién ndi tiéng la Rolls-Royce va Bentley. Tuy nhién, sy d&i khéng
don gian: quyén s dung thwong hiéu Rolls-Royce duwoc dang ky
riéng, do Rolls-Royce Aerospace ndm va khéng nam trong thda
thuan mua ban ndéi trén. Tap doan Rolls-Royce lai thich BMW trung
thau hon la VW va chwa chac ho da déng y nhuwong quyén st dung
thwong hiéu nay cho VW.

DPén day chéc cac ban sé hiéu ngay van dé thr nhi cling gay cén
khéng kém: “Another problem facing VW was that BMW already
supplies engines for the latest model of Rolls-Royce and it could, at
any time, withdraw from the deal and leave VW with an engineless
car’. San xuat xe ma khéng cé ddng co thi VW biét ban cho ai.

Nay, chuyén bury the hatchet gitta VW va BMW duoc thu xép nhw
thé ndo vao tuan truéc? BMW bought the Rolls-Royce marque,
allowed VW to use it until 2003, and supplied Rolls-Royce engines
until 2003. Nhw thé sau ndm 2003, BMW, du chi phai tra 40 triéu
bang cho thwong hiéu ndi tiéng, lai ung dung san xuét loai xe Rolls-
Royce lirng danh mét cach thoai mai. Trong khi d6, VW sé phai
“concentrates solely on building the Bentley sister marque, which
has higher sales but is not so famous”.



M&i cac ban doc cau binh luan vé sy thda thuan nay: “VW had to
pay a huge price for Rolls-Royce only to have the rug pulled out from
under its feet and be left with the less glamorous Bentley side of the
business”. Rug la tAm tham; thanh nglr to have the rug pulled out
from under someone’s feet rat hinh twong, cé nghia la: to remove all
support and assistance from, usually suddenly. Dang ding trén
tham béng cé ngwdi giat manh tAm tham, Iy gi khdng nga.

Thanh nglr to pull someone’s leg ciing kha théng dung — la choc
qué mdt ai dé. Pull strings hay pull wires 1a giwt day, dung thé lyc
ngam dé tao anh hwéng; pull up stakes 1a don di. Every analyst’s
view is that he has paid well over the odds — ai ciing cho rang VW
tra trén gia qua xa.

Tuy vay, VW van tuyén bd thang loi: “The aim of VW was to
establish itself in the top range of luxury cars. We have achieved
this”, Chu tich hdang VW, Ferdinand Piech cho biét. Ong ta con néi da
tranh dwoc mét long-winded legal dispute. Long-winded la dai dong
van tw nhw mét long-winded after-dinner speaker, & day la kéo dai,
méat nhiéu thoi gian.

Thém vai chuyén vat: Cac nha bao thwdng khao nhau, dé ma tim
dwoc mét 16i chinh ta trén cac tap chi ndi tiéng nhu Newsweek hay
Time. C6 ngu®i con nhé mai mai dau do tuyén bd rang sé cé phan
thwdng thich dang cho nhirng ai tim ra mét 16i nglr phap trén to
Time (hay Le Monde cua Phap) nira kia. That ra, cach day khong
lau, Time tirng pham moét 16i to twéng khi nham ti baht (don vi tién
té cua Thai Lan) thanh bath ma chuing ta tlrng noi dén trén chuyén
muc nay. To' Nation (Thai Lan) co lan trong cung mot sb bao dang
hai tin gibng nhau dén tirng dau phay.

DPau tuan nay, tap chi BusinessWeek, do McGraw-Hill Iirxng danh
xuat ban, khéng biét vi sao xach nguyén mét bai bao dai hai trang
dang lai trong sb ra ngay 3-8 da dang trudc do vira tron hai tuan
trén sb bao 20-7. Cung la &n ban chau A, Business Week dung bai
“When Paternalism Equals Good Business” kém nhiéu anh minh hoa
dén hai Ian trong vong chi hai tuan ngan ngui. Nhan tién, paternalism
la chu nghia gia trwédng.



Hét tén dé dat?

Néu thay tén mot thj trAn clia My la Boring (Budn chan), ban ding
ngac nhién. Cach dat tén dia danh bang nhirng t la d&i nhw thé kha
phd bién, khdng nhirng & My ma con thay & Uc va Anh niva.

O My c6 nhidu tén dia danh khéng hiéu ndi nhw Normal (Binh
thwdng) & bang lllinois, Mechanicsville (Lang Thg may) & bang New
York hay Idiotville (Lang D6t) & Oregon. M6t phong vién clia hang
AFP tuan trwdc da bd cdng tim hiéu vé dé tai thu vi nay va anh ta
cho biét cw dan clha thi trAn Boring phat biéu: “It’'s not very
interesting, but we have a church and a fire company, which now has
bingo six nights a week’.

Bingo la tro choi 16 t6.

Canh thi tran nay co nhirng dia danh khac nhw Desire, Bird-in-
Hand, Intercourse, Accident va Panic. Theo Uy ban Dia danh My,
tén tudi la thwdng nhuw thé xuét phat tlr théi nguwdi My di khai pha
dat nwédc ho, vai tinh than phiéu lwu mao hiém, ho thich nhirng tén
ngd ngd, mang mot dau an tinh khi ngang tang thoi dé.

Nhirng dia danh thoat tién bang tiéng Tay Ban Nha hay tiéng
Phap cling dwgc ngwdi My bién cai, nhu mot cai hd & Arkansas bay
gi® mang tén Low Freight vi ngay xwa né cé tén L’Eau Froide (tiéng
Phap — Nwéc lanh).

Nhiém vu cla Uy ban Dia danh la hgp thirc hda tén goi cac noi va
xem xét don xin dbi tén cla cac cdng déng. Vi du thj trAn Brilliant
(Théng minh) & bang New Mexico ngay xwa tén la Swastika (Chir
thap ngodc — clia Birc qubc xa). Dén nam 1954, Uy ban dbng y cho
noi nay dbéi tén. Khi viét vé chuyén xin déi tén, ban tin c6 mét cau
choi chr kha thu vi: “And the board, once made a Mountain out of a
Mole Hill in 1949, changing a small West Virginia town’s name from
the latter to the former”.

Thanh nglr to make a mountain out of a molehill c6 nghia la
chuyén bé xé thanh to. Nhwng trong cau trén ndé chi c6 nghia nam
1949, Uy ban dbéi tén mét thj trAn nhé & West Virginia t&r Mole Hill
(dun déat) thanh Mountain (ngon nui).

Nguworc lai, khdng phai lic nao ngwdi dan ciing thich déi tén cho
sang hon dau. Chéng han mét dia danh & bang Oregon thoat tién c6



tén “Whorehouse Meadow” (Pdng cd Nha thd), chinh quyén lién
bang My doi dbéi thanh “Naughty Girl Meadow” (Naughty 1a hw dbn)
nhuwng bang Oregon kién cdo tum lum va cudi cung van gitv dwoc
tén cd.

Ngoai ra, trén dat My hau nhw dia danh nédi tiéng nao cla thé gioi
cling dwoc dung dé dat thanh tén My. Nhw bang New Mexico c6 thi
trdn Cuba va Milan, bang South Carolina c6 mét thanh phd nhd
mang tén Denmark (Ban Mach). Cac ban doc cau sau va ci twdng
twong xem néu né khéng nam trong van canh nay, lam sao chung ta
hiéu ndi: “Bagdad sits in Arizona, Havana is in lllinois, the Florida
sunshine heats St Petersburg and West Virginia boasts a Shanghai
population under 1,000. Th&r xem mot doan thdéi — the Florida
sunshine heats St Petersburg chung ta phal dich nhuw thé nao nhi —

“bang Florida 4m ap swdi am tén thanh phé St Petersburg”. Hay "tai

bang Florida day nang &m c6 mét thanh phé mang tén St.
Petersburg”. Day that ra la tén cta thanh phd I&n th&r nhi nwéc Nga
(Leningrad), quanh nam lanh gia.

D6 la chwa ké cac dia danh quen thudc khac nhw Athens, Bogota,
China, Egypt, Geneva, Liverpool, Paris, London, Naples, Moscow,
Scotland va Palestine déu duwoc dan My dung tuot.

C6 nhirng dia danh nhw Happy, Joy, Jollyville da gay hiéu nham
trén tit bao. “Happy Man Dies” khéng phai la mét ngwdi hanh phuc
vira qua d&i ma 1a mét cw dan cla thi tran Happy vira méat. Trén cac
cdo pho thwdng nguwdi ta ghi tudi, trd quan cla nguwdi qua cb thé
nén da trng cd modt cao pho rat ky di nhw “Man, 98, Bangs, dies”.
Bang(s) & day la dia danh nhuwng tiéng long 1a to have sexual
intercourse with someone!

Ban tin viét: “It's a long drive from Purgatory, Colorado to
Paradise, California” 1a cting mudn choi chir v&i hai dia danh & hai
bang xa nhau — Purgatory — noi luyén nguc, dia nguc va Paradise —
thién dang.

Ngay ca nhirng dia danh |&n nhw Idaho, bang th&r 43 cua MY,
cling khéng phai 1a tlr thd ngl¥ dan da dd. Qubc hdi My nghi ra tir
nay, v&i y nghia Gem of the Mountains — hon ngoc cua nui.

Tw chuyén tén la, tén ddc nay, nhiéu noi trén nuwéc My da thiét 1ap
mdi quan hé hiru nghj nh& trung tén nhau. Thanh phd Cool (Tuyét)



cua bang Texas va Cool cua bang California thinh thoang trao doi
thw tir nhw hai thanh pho két nghia.



Oxford ra an ban méi

Nha xuat ban Oxford University Press cho phat hanh an ban méi
nhét‘cﬁa‘ cudn tlr dien Oxford quen thugc sau sau nam bién soan lai
tlr dau, lan bién soan céng phu nhat trong vong 70 nam qua.

Cubdn tr dién mai, The New Oxford Dictionary of English — gia
29,99 bang Anh, gf“)m 350.000 muc tr, nang ba ky da thu hat sw chu
y cla nhiéu gi®i khéng chi vi né dwa vao nhirng tlr radt méi nhuw
“prozac” (mot loai thudc chdng trdm cam) hay “tamagotchi” (ga 4o).
Trén 30 bién tap vién va 60 cdng tac vién khap noi trén thé gioi da
dinh nghia lai tat ca cac muc tlr theo nghia méi nhét, kém véi nhivng
ham y trwdc day chwa dwoc ghi nhan. Nha xuat ban cling da dwa ra
nhirng quy luat nglr phap méi, gay tranh cai, it nhat la trén bao chi
Anh, My.

Chang han, Oxford cho rang viéc tach to vé&i dong tlr dé& chém mét
pho tr & gitra kidu nhw to humbly ask for, to really remember... 1a
hoan toan dung vé& mat ngr phap. Ho lay cau ndi ndi tiéng cla
thuyén trwdng Kirk trong bd phim Star Trek lam vi du: “To boldly go
where no man has gone before”. Puwa tin v& chuyén nay, cac bao
ctia Anh choi chiy rat tha vi, ¢b y tach dong tlr, nhw cau: “To boldly
create as much controversy as possible, The New Oxford Dictionary
of English has ruled that split infinitives are acceptable”. Mot bai bao
khac dung ngay cau vi du dé choi chir: “A New Oxford dictionary
published today has decided to boldly go where no other dictionaries
have gone before... and proclaim that there is nothing grammatically
wrong with this sentence”.

Hoac dé tranh dung tlr he thay cho mét ngudi chuwa xac dinh gidi
tinh, Oxford khuy&n nén dung t&r they méc du nhin qua ai cling thay
nglr phap chwa 6n. “Ask a friend if they could help”. Dung he trong
cau nay bi ché la phan biét nam nir, dung he or she bi xem la dai
dong van tw. Cac tir data, media c6 thé dung nhw danh ttr sé it ciing
khéng sao.

That ra day chi 14 nhirng van dé nhé so véi cudn tir dién dd so
nay. Nha xuat ban Oxford da tan dung co hdi “gay tranh cai” dé ho
tro' viéc quang ba an ban mai, tbn dén 3 triéu bang Anh dé hoan tat.
Vi ngoai cudn Oxford ndy, dau tuadn nay, nha xuat ban Chambers



Dictionary ciing cho ra mat 4n ban méi va thang sau dén lwot cubn
Collins English Dictionary.

Nét m&i nhat trong 4n ban nay 1a bén canh dinh nghia, tir dién con
dwa ra 1&i khuyén vé cach dung. Doc gid dwoc khuyén tranh dung tr
Eskimo ma nén thay bang tt /nuit; nén dung tt profoundly deaf thay
cho deaf mute, disabled person thay cho cripple. Vi du tlr poetess,
authoress dwgc xem la phan biét gigi tinh.

Ngay xwa, lic Samuel Johnson bién soan cudn tr dién tiéng Anh
dau tién da co nhirng dinh nghia rat phi-ngoai giao nhw oats (lua
mach) la “a grain which in England is generally given to horses, but
in Scotland supports the people”. Ngay nay, Oxford rat can than voi
chuyén mét bén cho ngwa, mdt bén cho nguwdi dung nhw thé.

Nhirng tir m&i dwa vao co thé ké dén: personal shoppers (nguoi
di cho giup), shock jocks (ngwoi gidi thiéu chwong trinh @m nhac c6
tinh tho bi), a/copops (thtre udng pha san co rwou), dumb something
down (cb6 y don gidn héa mét van dé dé nhiéu ngudi céd thé hiéu
dwoc).

Nhirng tor cha thap nién 90 gdm cé lunch-box (cach noi tranh — a
man’s genitals), road rage (chir nay chi sy néng gian va nhirng hanh
vi khac do bi cac tai xé& khac chén ép, chay au, lang lach, chen
ngang vo6 lan xe cua minh (cut off) hoac buwrc minh vi ket xe ... Hanh
vi thuwerng thay t nhe nhw bdm coi inh &i, chivi rGa t&i nang nhw
tailgate (chay bam dudi sat rat), lang lach tra dGa, hoac hadc vé dubi
xe, tdng ngang ... Néu nghiém trong thi cé thé bi canh sat phat,
hoac ghép téi aggressive driving. Road rage déi khi cling xay ra
trong parking lot vi gianh nhau ch® dau xe), mouse potato (ngudi
nghién may tinh). Sau World Cup vira qua, tv golden goal — ban
thdng vang da dwoc dwa vao an ban _nay. C6 nhirng ttr néu khong
doc dinh nghia, khéng lam sao hiéu ndi nhw car bra — cai bao thanh
chén xe dé tranh séng thiét bj rada ctia canh sat dung dé phat hién
xe ban dang chay vuwot tdc dd cho phép Nhirng tir c6 dinh nghia méi
nhw beard (a woman who escorts a gay man to hide his
homosexuality); domestic (a violent family quarrel) va stalk (to
harass obsessively).

Pang tiéc tlr Bobbitt mot thei xuat hién kha nhiéu nay bj Oxford
loai ra khdi 4n ban nay. Sau khi Lorena Bobbitt ndi gian cat cta quy



cda 6ng chdng, cac bao dung ngay tén ba ta cho dong tw chi hanh
déng twong tw. T nay van con trén nhiéu twr dién khac.



Sherlock Holmes va tiéng Anh
Bé doc hiéu mot bai bao tiéng Anh, diéu dau tién khong phai la tim
cudn tw dién Qé bén canh — di(au dau tién la xem th& bai bao néi vé
lanh vwc gi, roi tim hiéu so vg‘: lanh vuwc do, kem theo cac tir dac
trng cta n6 nhw nhirng cai moc dinh hwéng cho minh.

Chung ta tht lay bai “Is Sherlock Holmes in the Public Domain?”
trén t& Slate dé minh hoa cho nhan dinh nay.

Pay 1a bai bao noi vé chuyén ban quyén, tirc mot phan cla khai
niém s& hiru tri tué (intellectual property). Tim hiéu so thi sé& thay
cac intellectual property rights thwdng bao gém copyright (ban
quyén, quyén tac gid), trademark (nhan hiéu), patent (pa-tang, sang
ché), industrial design (kiéu dang céng nghiép), trade secrets (bi mat
kinh doanh)... Riéng vo&i copyright thi thwdng nguwdi ta quy dinh
quyen tac gia sé dwoc bao ho trong sudt cudc doi tac gid (ai mudn
st dung phai tra tién ban quyén — copyright fees) va sau dé thém 50
nam nira. Hét thoi han nay thi tac phdm sé 1a “ctia chung” (public
domain), ai mudn xai thi clr thoai mai.

Quay lai, doc nhan dé bai bao “Is Sherlock Holmes in the Public
Domain?” chung ta biét ngay y nguwdi viét mubn héi ban quyén
Sherlock Holmes d& hét han chwa. Nghe khée khoéng? Néu khéng
lam theo cach trén, cac ban cé tra clru t&r public domain (tai san
céng cong) cling chiu, khdng biét dich thé nao cho phai.

Cau tra 1&i cho thac mac hét han chwa la chwa rd. Bai bao dwa ra
mot dan chirng: “Lawyer and Holmes scholar Leslie S. Klinger has
sued the estate, which insisted that he pay a fee to them in order to
publish a collection of short stories called In the Company of
Sherlock Holmes”. Trong cau nay cé tir estate hoi kho hiéu. Real
estate thi ai cing biét 1a dia 6¢c nhung estate khoéng thoi lai |4 tai san,
di san va tlr d6 cé thém nghia (nhirng) ngudi thira ké di san (vay
ma&i co chuyén kién chir ai doi di kién tai san).

Mac du tat ca tdc phdm nao xuét ban trwdc nam 1923 & My déu
da hét han bdo hd ban quyén, mot sé tac phdm ctia Conan Doyle,
cha dé nhan vat Sherlock Holmes, dwoc xuat ban sau ndm dé nén
mo&i cd chuyén tranh cai. “The Conan Doyle estate is known for
aggressively pursuing copyright claims, and most people looking to



use the character—including the creators of the TV shows Sherlock
and Elementary and the producers of the updated Sherlock Holmes
movies—have paid licensing fees”. Chung ta nay da biét nghia cla
cum tr “The Conan Doyle estate”, “pursuing copyright claims”. Mot
bén doi tién ban quyén, mot bén kién nodi da hét thdi han bao hé:
“Enough is enough,” Klinger told The New York Times. N6i Enough
is enough 1a buc 1am r6i, kiéu vira phan hai phai (mét vira hai phai)
théi chir.

Bai bao nhan dinh: “And overreaching literary estates haven’t had
the best luck lately: James Joyce’s and William Faulkner’s heirs
have lately lost fair use lawsuits”. Overreaching & day la doi héi qua
dang; fair use cling 1a khai niém trong quyén tac gia, 14 quyén trich
dan tadc phdm ma khéng can phai xin phép (st dung hop ly).

Va cudi cung bai bao dung I&i mét luat sw dé két luan: “Copyright
was intended by its progenitors to be a limited monopoly, not an
indefinite monopoly”. Its progenitors 1a cha dé& luat ban quyeén.
Monopoly 1a déc quyén, nhwng mét bén 1a limited (c6 gidi han) mét
bén la indefinite (vinh vién).



Bup bé va tiéng Anh
Trong tiéng Anh c6 nhirng cau kho, khéng phai vi tie kho hay cau
truc phire tap ma khoé vi cach dién dat. Bai bao “Lean in, Barbie” trén
t& The Economist c6 nhirng cau hoan toan dung v&i nhan xét nay.

Vi du, cdu m& dau: “Barbie doll prices vary by job, with only a
moderate relation to actual salaries”. Doc vé dé choang vi khéng
hiéu né noi gi ca trong khi tir thi rat dé.

Bup bé Barbie nbi tiéng thi ai cling biét r6i. Nha san xuét cho ra
doi da loai, di kiéu bup bé, ké ca cho Barbie lam du nghé. Bup bé
thi gibng nhau, chi cé 4o quan bé ngoai va mot it phu tung dé minh
hoa cho nghé ma Barbie dang lam thi khac nhau, thé nhwng gié ban
mébi con bup bé nhuw thé lai khéc nhau tuy nghé nghiép Barbie dang
khoac vai. Diéu la 1a gia ban nay khong lién quan gi nhiéu dén mirc
lirong that s ma nghé nghiép ay thwec 1anh ngoai doi. Ca cau phai
dién giai dai dong nhu thé con dich nhw thé nao thi tuy.

Nhwng mét khi d& ndm y chinh cla tac gia thi cac cau sau tré nén
dé: “This can’t simply be explained by the cheap accessories that
come with it—why should a miniature plastic laptop be valued so
much higher than a chef’s tiny cupcakes?’ Néu voi sé khong hiéu vi
sao lai so sanh gia cua “a miniature plastic laptop” v&i “a chef’s tiny
cupcakes”. Do la béi miéu ta cd Barbie lam chuyén gia vi tinh thi
phai cho cd deo may tinh; con lam dau bép nwéng banh thi phai co
banh trén tay. Ca hai déu la dd nhwa gid nén gia dau cé chénh léch
bao nhiéu.

Chwrng dé théi nhwng The Economist hay dung hon la hai nha
kinh té ciing rut ra quy luat: “They conclude that price discrimination
is probably at work: sellers exploit parental hopes that a girl playing
palaeontologist may grow up to be the real thing, so charge more”.
At work la dang phat huy tac dung.

Price discrimination 1& mot khai niém trong kinh té hoc, an dinh gia
khac nhau cho cac loai khach hang khac nhau hay tai cac thi trwdng
khac nhau méc du cung mdt sdn phdm hay dich vu nhw nhau (nhw
trong gia vé may bay chang han). Héa ra dan ban Barbie ciing khén
qua.



N6i mai ma khéng nham
Paul Krugman, nha kinh té ndi tiéng, chuyén viét cho t& New York
Times, vira c6 mot bai viét trén t0 BusinessWeek mang nhan dé
“How to Beat a Dead Horse”.

Thanh ngilr fo beat a dead horse la lam chuyén vo ich, thwdng chi
mot chuyén da qua rdéi, ban thém hay c¢b gédng thém chang duwoc chi
(vi du Do you think it's worth sending my manuscript to other
publishers or | am just beating a dead horse?) Vi sao nha kinh té
doat giai Nobel lai bay chung ta beat a dead horse?

Ay 1a 6ng nay dang néi vé nghé tay trai cua bng — viét bao. Voi
cac dé tai nguoi ta da ban nat nwdc roi thi lam sao dé viét [cho hay,
cho hép dan].

Krugman bay: “It kind of helps to use various people as foils”. Foil
la mot k§ thuat trong viét tiéu thuyét — dung mét nhan vat dé 1am néi
bat tinh cach cia moét nhan vat khac. C)ng noéi thém cho ro: “If
someone has said something that’s demonstrably at odds with
experience or just demonstrably stupid, | use it’ (at odds with la trai
nguwoc voi; demonstrably & day la ro rang).

Chiéu thr nhi la “Metaphors, if you can find good ones, are
helpful’. Ngay sau d6 Krugman cho vi du vé& nhitng an du hiru ich:
“Confidence fairy” has been a good friend to me. That one just came
out of the blue in 2010. Krugman tyng dé ra va dung cum tw

“confidence fairy” trong kha nhleu bai (mét tlr 6ng cho la dicy - a
good friend), y noi dén niém tin rang chinh quyén cang it can thiép,
nén kinh te s& cang chong phuc héi, tire 1a chi can tin moi viéc sé 6n
la n6é s& 6n — mét y twéng 6ng nay cho 1a do twéng. To come out of
the blue 1a xuat hién bat chot.

Chiéu tiép theo 1a “More on the blog than in the column, | follow
research’.

Ong nay vira viét bao vira viét blog. Va phat trién cai y “follow
research” 6ng noi: “I wasn’t thinking much about the importance of
having your own currency at first’. Currency & day la sy thtra nhan
[rbng rai y twdng cua o6ng]. “I learned about that a couple of years
into this Don Quixote role—some mixture of Don Quixote and
Cassandra”. Twc la khi dong vai Don Quixote choc ngoay vao nhirng



van dé “cai cdi xay” cta kinh t&, ng nghi minh ciing ddng th&i phai
la mét Cassandra, la nguwdi chuyén tién doan hau van mét cach
chinh xac. Két qua la “This having-been-right thing helps sustain me
in pounding on the issues”. Do, pounding on the issue la beat the
dead horse ma van c6 ngudi nghe nhd cai “having-been-right thing’”.

Chiéu cudi cung 1a “In any kind of communications profession, the
point is above all to have something to say’ — cai nay thi ré réi, nén
théi, khéng noi nira.



Khing hoang va tiéng Anh

Cudc khing hoang & Cyprus c6 nhiéu tinh tiét va dién bién day
kich tinh va tiéng Anh s dung trong cac ban tin cling cé nhiéu ti
thu vi.

Vi du ngay trong tit “Cyprus and Troika come to terms on haircut’
c6 it nhét hai tlr dang chua y. Ba dinh ché Quy Tién té Quéc té (IMF),
Ngan hang Trung wong chau Au va Uy ban chau Au dwoc goi gon 1a
Troika.

Tw haircut trong tai chinh 1a ty 1& chiét khdu — mot tai sdn dem di
lam vat thé chdp & ngan hang thi thwdng dwoc dinh gia thap hon
gia tri thi trwdng cua no, khoan trir Iui so v&i gia tri thi trwdng do6 goi
la haircut. O day haircut chac moi nguwdi ciing doan dwoc — [a mac
thué danh lén tién g&i ngan hang. Nam ngoai dan nam gitr trai phiéu
Hy Lap cling chju thiét thoi dén 75% gia tri trai phiéu — tirc “a 75 per
cent haircut” — nghe nhw bi vat 16ng chtr khdng chi la hét toc!

Thdéa thuan néi & tit trén dan dén hau qua: “One banking chain
goes to the wall, and major clients, who include many Russians, will
take a giant hit’. Nghe go to the wall gibng nhu “dwa cot” (bi xt ban)
nhwng khéng phai. Go to the wall binh thwéng la liéu hét minh (This
is a very important matter and | will go to the wall if necessary), con
khi n6i dén doanh nghiép thi mang nghia sup tiém (After nine
months of massive losses, the company finally went to the wall).
Ngan hang goes to the wall lan nay |a Popular Bank of Cyprus (Laiki
Bank), ngan hang I&n thir nhi Cyprus.

V&i tuyén bd vé ngan hang I&n nhéat: “Bank of Cyprus needs to be
recapitalized and the contribution to this recapitalization must come,
inevitably, from senior bondholders, junior bondholders and
shareholders” thi tr dang chu y la senior bondholder. M6t doanh
nghiép hay ngan hang phat hanh trai phiéu thwdng dua ra loai trai
phiéu dwoc wu tién chi trd trwdc néu doanh nghiép gap kho khan,
loai trai phiéu nay goi 1a senior bond, ngu®i nam git chung la senior
bondholders. Loai junior bond khong duwoc wu tién nhw thé nén rdi ro
cao hon va lai suét cling cao hon.

Trong trwdng hop nay senior hay junior gi cling chiu thiét hét.



Pang chu y la cac bao, du la bao chuyén vé kinh doanh nhw
Forbes, khi miéu t& hé thdng ngan hang cltia Cyprus dung tir rat don
gian: “The tiny island’s financial sector is, indeed, enormous—it’s
roughly eight times its yearly economic output’. Cau nay ma dich ra
tiéng Viét dung kiéu sé tré thanh: Tong tai san cla toan bd cac ngan
hang & ddo qudc bé nhd nay la cwc I&n — khoang bang 8 lan GDP.
Heén gi van bao chi kinh té Viét Nam khd nhw ngoi.

Néu tam thoi quén chuyén tiéng Anh, chang ta dé bj sbc khi thiy
nguwdi ndo 1& g&i tién vao ngan hang Laiki trén 100.000 euro nay ¢
khd nang méat trdng. “Another €4.2 billion worth of uninsured
deposits would be placed into a “bad bank”, to be disposed of, with
no certainty that big depOSItors will get any money back’. Nghe
chuyén “to be disposed of’ — x ly, thanh ly tirc 1a mét tién roi.

Riéng cau sau, co 1& can gidi thich nhiéu hon: “It is to be
restructured severely by wiping out shareholders and bailing in
bondholders, both junior and senior’. Ching ta thwong thay tir bail
out la gidi clru, mot chuyén gay birc xic & ngudi dan tré thué thay
tién bi dem di clru ngan hang vo t6i va. Tr dé nay sinh khai niém
bail in — yéu cau ngwdi nam gil trai phiéu ngan hang phai chiu mot
murc thiét hai nao dé (con cd dong thi dwong nhién da chiu mét
trdng) trwdc khi dung ngan sach dé ctru. Day la dang néi vé sé phan
ngan hang I&n nhat Cyprus — dung nhw cau & trén. “Uninsured
depositors would probably incur haircuts of the order of 356%” — tw
haircut bay gid co 18 khéng con gay thdc mac niva (con of the order
of la khoang chtrng).

Cau trén la tir t& the Economist, t& nay dung tir rat hinh anh: “The
IMF had suggested winding down both Laiki and Bank of Cyprus and
splitting them into good and bad banks. Now Mr Anastasiades has
salvaged the shell of the Bank of Cyprus, but at the cost of
encumbering it with bad assets”. Bung la Bank of Cyprus sé chi con
céi vd ma lai phai ganh chiu tai san xau cua Laiki.

Phai néi 1a néu khéng theo d&i thwdng xuyén sé& khé hiéu hét cac
bai bao trén t& nay. Vi du cau “The scale of the bail-in that will be
required to bring it to the target capital-ratio of 9% remains unclear”
doi hoéi phai hiéu y nghia cta tl bail-in noi trén du cum tir capital-



ratio thi da quen thudc, nhat 1a khi viét ddy du ra thanh capital
adequacy ratio.

Du sao sb phan cta Cyprus coi nhw xong — Some sources in the
troika tentatively estimate that GDP will shrink by about 10% before
any hope of recovery — r6 rang by ba ndi & dau bai biét ré ép Cyprus
nhw thé thi kinh té Cyprus sé suy sup nang nhwng ho van lam.

Thé nhwng B6 trwdng Tai chinh Phap van bién giai: “To all those
who say that we are strangling an entire people... Cyprus is a casino
economy that was on the brink of bankruptcy’. Goi Cyprus la moét
casino economy y noi noi day da bi bién thanh thién dwdng tai chinh
day rai ro vao Hy Lap.

C6 18 két luan ctia mot ngwdi dan Cyprus 1a xac dang hon ca: “It’s
like you have cancer and instead of treating the patient, you kill him.
And then you say the problem is solved.” Vi thé chuyén dai s6 phan
dong euro con chwa xong, co |é sé sodm cd mot Cyprus khac.

Sach clng tac gia:
“Tam” chuyén tiéng Anh
Tiéng Anh ly tha.
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