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MHA NAM | TRINH THAM - KINH D

osuke, chd mot tiém cdm d6 bj sat

hai tai mdt ngdi nha chwa hoan
cong, mot triéu yén mang theo ngudi
cing bj cwdp mat.

au dé mot thang, nghi can Fumiyo

duwoc cho rang cd quan hé tinh ai vei
nan nhan va da sat hai 6ng dé cuvdp mot
triéu yén, cong chét tai nha riéng vi ngd
ddc khi ga. Vy an mang dng chi tiém cam
d6 roi vao bé tac va bi bo xd.




Ra khoi ga Kintetsu Fuse, Sasagaki Junzo men theo duong sit di thang vé
phia Tay. P sang thang Mudi ma troi van oi buc kho chiu, mit dat ciing
kho khdc. Mdi khi cé xe tai chay vut qua, bui dat cudn 1én tap ca vao mat.
Ong nhiu may, dua tay dui mat, tha nhitng budc khong thé noi 1a nhe nhang.
L& ra hom nay ong khong phai di 1am. Ong dinh s& thong tha doc sach vi da
lau lam r6i khong duoc dong dén sach vo gi ca. Ong con dic biét dé danh
cubn sach méi ciia Matsumoto Seicho cho ngay hom nay.

Cong vién xuat hién & phia bén phai dudng, rong du dé cung mot luc to
chtrc duoc hai tran bong chay kiéu ba chét. May tro choi thuong thiy nhur
cau chui, du quay, cau truot... déu c6 ca. Pay 13 cong vién 16n nhat trong khu
vuc, tén chinh thirc 14 Masumi. Pang sau cong vién c6 mot tdoa nha bay tang,
thoat nhin hét sic binh thudng, nhung Sasagaki biét, bén trong hau nhu
trbng khong. Trudc khi duoc diéu dén Sé Canh sat Osaka, ong da cong tac &
Phong Canh sat Tay Fuse quan hat chinh khu vyc nay. Nhitng ké hong
chuyén, rat nhanh, da tu tap thanh mot dam dong trudce toa nha, méy chiéc xe
canh sat dau ¢ d6 hau nhu bi ddm nguoi ay vay kin. Sasagaki khong di thang
vé phia toa nha, ma ré sang con duong phia trude cong vién. Tir chd r&, di
dén ctra hang thir nim thi gip tdm bién “Banh muc nudng”. Mit tién cira
hang rong hon mét tdm. Qudy nudng banh hudng ra dudng, phia sau c6 mot
ngudi dan ba to béo ngoai naim muoi tudi dang doc bao. Bén trong hinh nhu
ban ca d6 an vit, nhung khong thdy bong dang dira tré nao.

“Ba chu, nudng cho t6i mot cai.” Sasagaki cat tiéng goi. Nguoi dan ba voi
gap to bao lai. “Vang, xong ngay, xong ngay day.”

Ba ta dimg 18n, dat to bao xudng ghé. Sasagaki ngdm mét diéu Peace, bat
diém cham thudc, dua mét nhin to bao, bat gap cai tit “Bo Y té, Lao dong va
Phuc loi cong bd két qua kiém nghiém ham luong thily ngan trong san pham
thuy hai san trén thi truong 7, bén canh c6 mot hang chir nhé hon, “Du an
mot luong ca 1én van dudi mirc cho phép”.



Hbi thang Ba, toa an di dua ra phan quyét cudi cing cho bénh Minamata
& tinh Kumamoto - cung véi bénh Minamata & tinh Niigata, bénh suyén &
thanh phd Yokkaichi, bénh Itai-itai ¢ tinh Toyama, duoc goi chung 1a “Bén
ching bénh 16n do 6 nhim moi truong”. Két qua, bén thing kién déu 13
nguyén don. Piéu nay khién dan ching tré nén quan tdm hon dén cac van dé
6 nhiém mdi truong. Pic biét, ngay cang nhiéu ngudi nghi ngai rang cac loai
c4 ho thuong in da bi nhiém doc thiy ngan hoic PCB.

Muec chic khong c6 van dé gi ddu nhi? Sasagaki nhin to bao, thim nhu.

Hai miéng sat dung dé nuéng banh myc gan voi nhau bang ban 18, & giira
kep con muc da tam bot va trung, duoc dat 1én bép lam néng. Mui muc
nuong toa ra kich thich cam giac them an cua Sasagaki. Sau khi lam nong du
do, ba chu moé kep sat, cai banh gion Xép, tron tron det det dinh trén mot
miéng sat. Ba phét 1én d6 mot 16p x6t mong, gap lai, sau d6 boc bang to gidy
mau nau, buéng mot tiéng “Xong roi” va dua cho khach. Sasagaki liéc mat
nhin tdm bién dé “Banh muc nuéng bon muoi yén” roi tra tién. Ba chi niém
nd ndi, “Cam on.” Sau d6 cam td bao 1én, lai ngdi xudéng ghé. Sasagaki dang
dinh di thi mot ngudi dan ba dung tudi dimg lai trude cira hang, cét tiéng
chao ba chu. Trén tay ba ta xach cai lan, c6 vé 1a mgt ba ndi tro & g?m day.

“Pang kia dang 6n 4o 1am, c6 phai xay ra chuyén gi khong nhi?” Ba ta chi
tay vé phia toa nha hoi.

“Hinh nhu ¢6 chuyén day, vira ndy c6 nhi€u xe canh sat dén lam, chac la
co dura tré nao bi thuong.” Ba chu noi.
“Tré con a?” Sasagaki quay dau lai hoi, “Trong ay sao lai ¢6 tré con?”

“No da thanh san choi ctua bon tré 1au r61. Té1 da lo sdm mudn gi cling co
dtra bi thwong ma, qua nhién xay ra chuyén, khong phai sao?”

“Unm, trong toa nha 4y thi choi dugc gi cha?”

“Ai1 ma biét chung né choi gi! Téi thay can phai stra sang lai tir 1au ro1,
2 y :
nguy hiém qua.”

An xong cai banh myuc nudng, Sasagaki di vé phia toa nha.

Ba chu cira hang phia sau lung 6ng, chiac han s& cho rang 6ng 1a mot tay
trung nién nhan i, thich hong chuyén.

Canh sat chiang day phia trudc toa nha dé ngan nhiing ngudi to mo. Thay



Sasagaki chui qua soi ddy vang, mot vién canh sat nhin 6ng bang anh mat
doa nat, ong ben chi tay 1€n nguc, ¥ bao phu hi¢u canh sat cia minh & day.
Vién canh sat hiéu dugc ¥ nghia cia dong tac dy, bén dwa mat chao. Trong
toa nha c6 mot noi tuong tu tién sanh, theo thiét ké ban dau co 18 dé lép cua
kinh 16n, nhung hién chi dugc che chan tam thoi béng cac tAm van ép va gb
thanh. Mot ph?m van ¢ép da dugc go di, dé tién viéc ra vao. Sau khi chao vién
canh sat gac cira, Sasagaki di thang vao trong. Khong ngoai du liéu ctia 6ng,
bén trong hét stre toi tam, khong khi phang phat mot tht mui pha tap giita
nam méc va byi. Ong dung yén, cho téi khi cap mat thich nghi vdi bong ti.
C6 tiéng nodi chuyén khong hiéu vang lai tir chd ndo. Mot lic sau, khi da dan
dan phan biét dugc canh twong xung quanh, Sasagaki méi biét noi minh
dang dimg c6 18 vén 13 sanh doi thang may, vi bén phai 13 hai canh ctra thang
may ndi tiép nhau, trude cira chat day vat lidu xay dung va thiét bi dién.
Trudc mit 6ng 1a twong, nhung c6 khoét mot sd 16n hinh chit nhat, phia bén
kia toi om chang trong thay gi, c6 18 1a bii dd xe theo dy kién ban dau. Bén
trai 1a mot can phong, 1ap mot canh cira san sui bang gd dan, cam giac nhu
thé chi ga voi vao cho co, bén trén viét nguéch ngoac hang chit “Cam vao”
bang phan, ¢6 18 14 chit ctia ngudi phu trach thi cong.

Cira mo, hai ngudi dan 6ng budc ra. Sasagaki biét ho. Ca hai déu 1a canh
sat hinh sy cung t6 v&i ong. Trong thay Sasagaki, ho lién ding chan.

“0, vat va qua. Chéng méy khi dugc ky nghi, cau dung l1a den dui that.”
Mot ngudi cat tiéng noi voi Sasagaki. Ong ta 16n hon Sasagaki hai tudi. Tay
canh sat tré con lai mo1 dugce cur dén t6 diéu tra nay chua day mot nam.

“Tir sang toi dd c6 du cam khong lanh. May tha truc gidc kiéu nay dau
can phai chuan thé chir.” Noi xong, Sasagaki lai ha giong hoi: “Tam trang
ong anh thé nao?”

Nguoi kia chau may, xua tay. Tay cdnh sat tré bén canh cudi1 guong.

“Ciing chang trach, 6ng anh vira mdi néi muén nghi ngoi thu gidn mot
chut, lién xay ra chuyén thé nay. Gio bén trong dang lam gi day?”

“@G1ao su Matsuno vira moi dén.”
“0, vay a?”
“Thoi, bon t¢ phai di xem xung quanh mot chit.”

“Um, hai nguoi di nhé.”



Chic 1a duoc 1énh ra ngoai di ldy 10i khai. Sasagaki nhin ho budc xa dan,
roi x0 ging tay, cham rdi mo cira. Can phong rong khoang mudi lam chiéu.
Nho anh mit troi roi vao qua kinh cira s6 nén ¢ day khéng toi tim nhu chd
sanh doi thang mdy. Cac nhdn vién diéu tra tp trung bén canh birc tuong ddi
dién véi cira s6. Co6 may guwong mit la, chic 12 ngudi ciia Phong Canh sat
Tay Fuse quan hat khu vuc nay, con lai déu 1a nguoi quen cii. TO trudng
Nakatsuka, ciing 1a nguoi choi than nhét voi Sasagaki, liéc thdy 6ng dau tién.
Ong ta dé dau hui cua, deo kinh gong vang, nira phia trén mat kinh c6 mau
tim nhat. Ngay ca khi cudi, nép nhin gitta hai chdn may 6ng ta cling khong
bao gio bién mat. Nakatsuka khong néi “Vat va qua!” hay “Sao dén muodn
vay?” ma chi kh& hat ham, ¥ bao 6ng qua d6. Sasagaki lién budc t4i.

Trong phong chang c6 mén d6 nodi that ndo ra hon, sat tuong ké mot cai xo
pha gia da mau den, ngdi don lai c6 thé chira dugc ba ngudi 16n. Xac chét
nam ngay trén d6, mot nguoi dan ong. Gido su Matsuno Hidetomi thudc dai
hoc Y Kinki dang kiém tra cai xac. Ong 1am nghé phéap y & Osaka nay da
hon hai muoi nim, Sasagaki vuron c6 ra phia trudc, quan sat cai xac. Nguoi
chét khoang bén muoi 1am dén nim muoi tudi, cao chua dén mot mét bay.
So véi chiéu cao, than hinh ong ta thudc dang béo, trén nguoi mac 4o khoac
mau nau, khong thét ca vat, qu?m 40 c6 vé déu la hang cao cép. Noi nguc co
vét mau mau d6 thdm duong kinh khoang muoi xen ti mét. Ngoai ra, con c6
may vét thuong khac nhung khong co hién tuwong xuat huyét nghiém trong.
Sasagaki nhan thay khong c6 dau hiéu vat 10n. Nguoi chét quan 4o chinh té,
khong nhau nat, mai toc chai 14t ra sau cling gan nhu khéng roi.

Gido su Matsuno voc nguoi thap bé dimg day, quay lai phia cac diéu tra
vién.

“Bi giét, khong thé sai duoc.” Ong noi voi giong khang dinh, “C6 nam vét
dam. Hai vét & nguc, ba vét & vai. Nhat tri mang c6 18 1a vét dam bén dudi
nguc trai, chéch sang phia trai xwong nguc may xen ti mét. Hung khi han d3
xuyén qua khe xwong suon, dam thang vao tim.”

“Chét ngay 1ap tirc a?” Nakatsuka hoi.

“Pai khai chét trong vong khoang mot phut, t6i nghi 1a mau chay ra tir
dong mach vanh ép Ién tim, giy ra hoi chiing chen ép tim cap.”

“Liéu mau co6 ban Ién nguoi hung thu khong?”

“Khéng, t6i nghi chic 1a khong c6 may.”



“Hung khi thi sao?”

Gido su tré moi dudi, trim ngdm suy nghi mot thoang méi tiép tuc, “La
mot lud1 dao manh va sac nhon, c6 thé con manh hon dao got hoa qua. Tom
lai khong phai dao phay hay dao gam.”

Tu doan hoi thoai nay, Sasagaki biét réng chua tim théy hung khi.
“Du doan tho1 gian tir vong vao khoang...?” Cau hoi nay la cia Sasagaki.

“Hién tuong thi thé cung lai sau khi chét da lan khép toan than, va lai
nhimg vét dom trén xac ciing khong dich chuyén nira, gidc mac twong d6i
duc, ¢6 18 di chét dugc khoang mudi bay tiéng hodc gan mot ngdy roi, phai
xem két qua giai phdu méi chuan xac duoc.”

Sasagaki nhin dong ho, gio 1a hai gio bon muoi phit chiéu, trir ngugc thoi
gian, nan nhan co 1€ b1 sat hai vao khoang ba gid chiéu dén mud1 gio toi
ngay hom qua.

“Vay nén dua di giai phdu ngay.” Nakatsuka vira néu y kién, gido su
Matsuno cling tan thanh, “Vay la tot nhat.”

Luc nay, vién canh sat hinh su tré tudi Koga budc vao. “Vo nan nhan dén
roi.”

“Rét cude cling dén. Vay thi dé chi ta nhan mit trude da.

“Dan vao day di!”

Koga git dau trude chi thi ciia Nakatsuka, xoay nguoi di ra.

Sasagaki ho1 nho vién canh sat hinh sy it tuo1 hon dirng bén canh, “Pa biét
nhan than nan nhan roé1 a?”

Vién canh sat khé gat dau. “Trén nguoi 6ng ta c6 bang lai xe va danh
thiép, la 6ng chu mot tiém cam do ¢ gan day.”

“Tiém cam do6? Bi 16t mat gi?”
“Khong rd, nhung van chua tim thay vi tién.”

Co tieng dong, Koga da quay trd lai, anh ngoanh mat ra phia sau néi “Moi
chi vao”. May vién canh sat déu tu dong lui xa khoi xac chét hai ba budc.

Sau lung Koga xuat hién mot phu nit. Thir dau tién dap vao mat Sasagaki
la mau cam ruc rd, ngudi phu nit nay mac mot chiéc vay lién than ké ca rd



hai mau den va cam, dudi chan di mot doi giay got cao ngot nghét muoi
phan. Ngoai ra, mai toc dai cling duoc chai chudt hoan hao, ¢t nhu vira moi
budc ra khoi tiém lam téc vay. Chi ta dua cap mét to dugc nhan nha béng
16p phan trang diém day vé phia chiéc x6 pha canh tuwong, gio hai tay bit
mi¢ng, nac 1én i sttng lai trong giay lat. Méy vién canh sat déu biét rd,
trong tinh hudng nay c6 néi gi cling vo ich, nguoi ndo ngudi niy déu lang
ling quan sat dién bién. Cubi cung, chi ta bat dau chdm cham nhich lai g.;fm
xac chét, dung lai trudc x6 pha, cti dau nhin ngudi dan dng nim trén do.
Pén ca Sasagaki cling thay rd, cam chi ta dang khé run lén.

“C6 phai chong chi khong?”” Nakatsuka hoi.

Chi ta khong tra 10i, hai tay bung 1y gd ma, réi chdm cham dua lén che
kin toan bd gwong mit, hai dau goi khuyu xudéng nhu thé khong chéng do
noi than thé, quy sup xuéng dat. Tua nhu dang dién kich vay, Sasagaki ngh.

Tiéng khoc thut thit vang 1én trong long ban tay chi ta.

2

Nan nhan Kirihara Yosuke la 6ng chu cua tiém cam d6 Kirihara, cira tiém
kiém tu gia cach hién truong khoang mot cay sd. Sau khi vo nan nhan 13
Kirihara Yaeko xac nhan nhan than, xac chét nhanh chong duoc dua di khoi
hién truong. Sasagaki lai giup may nguoi trong t6 gidm dinh chuyén cai xac
l1én cang. Lic nay, c6 mot vat thu hut sy chi y cua ong.

“C¢ 1€ nan nhan bi sat hai sau khi dn no.” 6ng lam bam.
“Sao co a?” Koga sau lung 6ng hai lai.

“Nhin cai nay di!” Sasagaki chi vao soi day lung cua ngudi bi hai, “Cau
xem, 10 x0 that lung ndi ra hai nac so vaoi binh thuong.”

“A, qua vay.”

Kirihara Yosuke deo thit lung hiéu Valentino mau nau. Trén soi day lung
van con dau vét cia khoa gai ¢ 16 x6 khoa thi ndm tinh tir dudi day lung,
chtng to binh thudng ong ta van st dung 16 x6 nay. Thé nhung, xac chét
hién gid lai x0 khoa gai ¢ 10 thir ba. Sasagaki din mot nhan vién giam dinh
tré ding bén canh chup anh phan ay lai. Sau khi cai xac dugc chuyén di, cac
nhan vién diéu tra tham gia kham nghi€m hién truong cling luc tuc roi di thu



thap ching ctr. Nhitng nguo1 ¢ lai, ngoai cac nhan vién giam dinh ra, chi con
Sasagaki va Nakatsuka.

Nakatsuka ditmg & chinh giita phong, dao mat nhin khip xung quanh mét
luot nita. Ong chong tay trai vao hong, tay phai xoa xoa 1én ma, day 1a thoi
quen mdi khi 6ng dung suy nghi diéu gi do.

“Sasagaki” Nakatsuka noi1, “Cau théy sao? Cau nghi hung thu la ké nhu
thé nao?”

“Hoan toan khong doan ra dugc.” Anh mat Sasagaki cling quét quanh mdt
vong, “Hién gio cung lam chi biét d6 1a ngudi quen véi nan nhan.”

Quan ao, dau toc chinh té, khong c6 dau vét au da, nhat dam chinh dién,
chinh la ching cu.

Nakatsuka gat dau, vé hoan toan nhét tri, “Van dé 1 nan nhan va hung tha
¢ day lam gi?”

Sasagaki quan sat k§ moi d6 vat trong gian phong mot lan nira. Khi toa
nha dang thi cong, gian phong nay duong nhu dugc dung lam van phong tam
thoi. Cai x6 pha mau den ma xac chét nam lén ciing 1a thir duoc sir dung lic
d6. Ngoai ra, con mot chiéc ban 1am viéc bang sat, hai cai ghé gap va mot
ban hop gép lai duoc, toan bd déu ké sat tuong. Thir nao cling gi sét, bén trén
phu mot 16p bui day, thoat nhin nhu bi rai bot phén lIén vay. Cong trinh nay
d3 bi tam ngung tir khoang hai nim rudi truéc. Anh mat Sasagaki dimg lai &
mot diém trén birc tudng canh chiéc x6 pha. Miéng ong thong gié hinh chi
nhat & ngay bén dudi tran nha, 18 ra phai che chan bang ludi kim loai, nhung
gid day khong co gi ca. Néu khong co duong ong thong giod, co 18 cai xéac
con duoc phat hién mudn hon nira, bo1 vi ngudi phat hién ra xac chét d3 vao
can phong nay qua dudng 6ng théng gié 4y. Theo 10i ctia nhan vién diéu tra
Phong Céanh sat Tay Fuse, nguoi phat hién ra cai xac 1a hoc sinh 16p ba cua
truong cap I gin day. Hom nay la thir Bay, & truong chi hoc budi sang. Budi
chiéu, cdu bé cing bon nguoi ban vao tdoa nha nay choi. Bon chung khong
choi may tro dudi bat hay trén tim, ma coi hé thong duong ong thong gié nodi
khép toa nha Ia mot mé€ cung. C6 I¢, ddi vé6i bon con trai, bo qua bo lai trong
hé théng thong gi6 ngoén ngoco phuc tap dich thuc 1la mot tro choi kich
thich dugc tinh than mao hiém trong ching. Tuy khéng rd luat choi cia
chung 1am, nhung hinh nhu ¢6 mot dta gitra duong di bo nham sang hudng
khac. Cau bé éy b1 lac khoi chiang ban, lo léng bo khe“ip cac duong 6ng thong



gi0, cudi cung dén duoc gian phong nay. Nghe noi, ciu bé ban dau ciing
khong nghi ngudi dan 6ng nam trén x6 pha da chét, con s¢ khi minh chui ra
khoi dng théng gio s& khién ong ta thirc gidc. Thé nhung, ngudi dan 6ng van
nam yén bat dong. Cau bé lay lam la, bén rén rén lai gan, bay gid méi phat
hién ra trén ngyuc ong ta c6 vét mau. Khoang gan mot gio chiéu thi cdu bé vé
nha, ké lai chuyén ay. C6 diéu, phai mat hai muoi phat sau ngudi me méi tin
101 con trai ké 1a that. Theo ghi chép, thoi gian bao an véi Phong Canh sat
Tay Fuse 13 mot gio ba muoi ba phut chiéu.

“Ti€m cam do...” Nakatsuka budt miéng, “Chu tiém cam do c6 chuyén gi
ma phai hen nguoti ta gdp mat ¢ noi thé nay nhi?”

“Chac 1a khong mudn bi nguoi khac trong thiy, hodc néu bi nhin thiy s&
khong hay ho gi.”

“Cur cho 12 vay thi cling dau nhat thiét phai chon noi thé nay cha, dia diém
c6 thé nodi chuyén riéng tu, tranh duoc tai mat ngudi khac nhiéu 1am ma. Néu
that su so bi nguoi khac trong thay, chac s& cd gang tim noi ndo cach xa nha
mot chit, chang phai vay sao?”

“Chinh xac.” Sasagaki gat dau, gai gai cam, cam nhan dugc may soi rau
cung co vao long ban tay. HOm nay vdi di, ong tham chi chang kip cao rau.

“Chi vg 6ng ta an mac cling 1oe loet that.” Nakatsuka néu 1én mot chu dé
khac, nhac t&i vo cua Kirihara Yosuke, Yaeko, “Chac khoang hon ba muoi
gi day, nan nhan nam nay nam muoi hai tudi, chénh Iéch ciing kha xa nhi.”

“Chic chi ta d4 ting lam cai nghé d6.” Sasagaki khé dap.

“Um...” Nakatsuka gat dau voi cai cam ché, “Dan ba that 1a dang so! Hi¢n
truong cach nha c6 may budc chan, vay ma con phai trang diém xong mai
dén. Co diéu, by dang khoc 16c cua chi ta khi nhin thay xac chong maéi that 1a
hay ho.”

“Kiéu khoc véi cach trang diém déu hoi qua khoa truong, phai khong?”

“Toi khong noi vay dau nhé.” Nakatsuka nhe rang cuoi day y t, roi lap
tuc 1ay lai vé nghiém tac, “Chac 1a cling tham van xong ngudi dan ba do roi,
Sasagaki, ngai qua, c6 thé phién cau dua chi ta vé nha khong?”

“Pugc.” Sasagaki cui dau chio, doan xoay ngudi di ra cira.

Bén ngoai toa nha, ddm ngudi hong chuyén da bét di nhiéu, nhung bat dau



xuat hién bong dang cac phong vién, hinh nhu ca ngudi cua dai truyén hinh
cling c6 mit. Sasagaki dua mat nhin vé phia may xe canh sat dau trudc cira
tdoa nha, Kirihara Yaeko dang ngdi trén ghé sau chiéc xe thr hai trudc mait
ong. Bén canh chj ta 14 canh sat hinh sy Kobayashi, Koga ngdi ¢ ghé phu 14i.
Sasagaki budc dén gd 1én cira kinh sau, Kobayashi mé cira xe budc ra.

“Tinh hinh thé nao?” Sasagaki hoi.

“P43 hoi so qua, vira méi xong. Nhung noi that, trang thai tinh than cua chi
ta van khong on dinh 1am.” Kobayashi lay tay che miéng ha giong.

“Chi ta x4c nhan cac dd tuy than chua?”

“X4c nhan roi. Qua nhién, mat vi tién, va bat lira nita.”
“Bat ltra?”

“Nghe néi 1 hang cao cap ctia hang Dunhill.”

“Um. Thé, chong chi ta mat tich tir luc nao?”

“Chi ta n6i, chong minh ra ngoai khoang hai ba gio chiéu hom qua, khong
biét 12 di dau. Pén sang hom nay van chua thiy vé nén chi ta rat lo ling,
dang dinh doi thém chut nita néu van khong thay s& trinh bao canh sat, thi
nhan dugc thong bao phat hién ra thi thé chéng.”

“Ai d6 da goi cho chong chi ta a?”

“Chi ta bao khong biét, khong nhd trude lic ra khoi nha chdong minh co
nhan di¢n thoai hay khong.”

“Tam trang cua chong chi ta lic ra khoi nha nhu thé nao?”
“Thay bao khong co gi khac thuong.”

Sasagaki lay ngén tré gii md, hoan toan khong tim dwoc ddu moi tir
nhirng 101 khai ctia chi ta.

“Xem ra chi ta cling khong c6 manh méi gi vé hung thu r61.”
“DPung thé.” Kobayashi hoi nhiu may.
“Pa hoi xem chi ta co biét gi vé toa nha nay chua?”

“Hoi roi. Trudc day chi ta ting biét & day c6 mot toa nha, nhung khong 1d
la toa nha gi, hom nay méi 1an dau tién dat chan vao bén trong, cling chua



bao gio nghe chong minh nhac dén noi nay ca.”

Sasagaki bat giac cuoi chua chat. “Ttu dau dén cudi toan la cau phu dinh

caa.”

“T6i xin 161.”

“Khong phai 18i cua cau.” Sasagaki vo v 1én nguc ngudi dong nghiép tré,
“T6i sé dua chi ta vé, bao Koga lai xe, dugc khong?”

“Vang, moi anh.”

Sasagaki lén xe, bao Koga lai vé phia nha Kirihara.

“Pi dudong vong mot chut, ddm bao chi van chua phat hién ra nha nan
nhan ¢ gan day.”

“Vang.” Koga dap.

Sasagaki xoay nguoi huéng vé phia Yaeko ngdi bén canh, chinh thirc tu
gidi thiéu. Yaeko chi khé gat dau, doan chimg cling khong muén ton cong
nhd ho tén canh sat lam gi.

“O nha gio c¢6 ngudi khong?”
(49 /4 /4 e oy ? A * a3 ~ 2 \ /‘\ /‘\ * 99 .
Co, c6 nguo1 dang trong cura ti¢m, con trai to1 cling ¢ truong veé ro1.” Chi
ta dap ma khong ngang dau l1én.
“Chi co6 con a, may tudi roi1?”
(13 14 )4 29
Pang hoc 16p nam.

Vay 1a khoang mudi dén mudi mot tudi. Sasagaki nham tinh, roi lai quan
sat Yaeko. Tuy da duogc l6p trang di€ém che phu, nhung c6 thé thay da chi ta
da bat dau kho rap, nhiing nép nhan li ti cling rat ro rang. Vi vay chang co gi
la khi con chi ta 16n nhuong ay.

“Nghe n6i hom qua chong chi ra ngoai ma khong néi gi. Piéu nay co
thuong xuyén khong?”

“Ciing c6, déu 1a di udng rugu. Hém qua tdi ciing tudng thé, nén khong dé
tam cho lam.”

“Pi dén sang mai vé a?”

“Hiém lam.”



“Trudng hop nhu vay ong nha c6 goi dién vé khong?”

“Anh 4y it khi goi dién. Khong biét bao nhiéu lan t6i nhac anh 4y vé mudn
thi phai goi dién bao, nhung anh ay chi htra miéng ma chang bao gid goi ca,
t6i cling quen roi. Co diéu, khong bao gio tdi ngd duoc anh ay...” Yaeko dua
tay bum miéng lai.

Chiéc xe chd bon Sasagaki di 1ong vong mot ltc, r6i ding lai bén canh cot
dién co6 ghi Oe-Sanchome. Nhitng can biét thu lién ké ndm hai bén con
duong nho hep.

“Phia dang kia.” Koga chi qua 16p kinh chén gié phia trudc. Cach chd ho
khoang hai muoi met, xuat hién tim bién “Tiém cam d6 Kirihara”. Phia
truyén thong hinh nhu van chua nim duoc thong tin vé gbc tich ctia nguoi bi
hai, ngoai cira tiém khong thay bong ai.

“To1 dua chi Kirihara vé€ nha, cau vé trude di.” Sasagaki dan do Koga.

Ctra cudn cua tiem cam do kéo xudng cao ngang mat Sasagaki. Ong di
theo sau Yaeko, cui nguoi chui qua ctra cudn. Phia sau canh cua la tu trung
bay va 161 vao. Trén canh ctra kinh m¢ & 161 vao c6 dong chit mau vang
“Kirihara” viét bang but 1ong. Yaeko m¢& ctra di vao, Sasagaki di phia sau.

“A, ba v€ r061.” Nguodi dan 6ng ¢ sau quay cat tieng chao. Nguoi nay tuodi
trac tor tuan, than hinh gy go, cadm nhon, mai toc den tuyén ré ngo61 bay ba
déu tam tap.

Yaeko tho dai, ngdi xuong mot chiéc ghe co 1€ dung dé tiep khach.

“Sao roi a?” Nguoi dan 6ng kia hoi, anh mat dich chuyén qua lai giita chi
ta va Sasagaki.

Yaeko dua tay bung mat noi, “Dung 13 anh ay.”

“Sao lai thé dugc?” Ngudi dan ong sim nét mat. Giita hai chan may xuét
hién mot vét han sau, “Dung 1a... 6ng 4y da bi giét?”

Chi ta kh& gat dau, “Um.”

“Sao lai thé duoc? Sao lai xay ra chuyén thé nay?” Nguoi dan 6ng bum
miéng, cli gam mat xudng, tya nhu dang sap x€p lai mach suy nghi, khong
ngung chdp mat.

“To1 la Sasagaki, S& Canh sat Osaka. Toi thuc su rét lfiy lam tiéc vé



chuyén nay.” Sasagaki gio phu hiéu canh sat ra va ty giéi thi¢u, “Anh la...”

“T6i ho Matsuura, lam viéc ¢ day.” Nguoi dan 6ng mo ngin kéo t, lay ra
mot tam danh thiép.

Sasagaki ci dau dap 18, don lay tam danh thiép tir tay d6i phuwong. Luc
nay, ong nhin thay trén ngon Ut ban tay phai cia nguoi dan 6ng deo mat
chiéc nhan bach kim. Pan 6ng dan ang, sao lai deo trang stc kiéu nay,
Sasagaki tham nhu. Nguoi dan ong tén 1a Matsuura Isamu, chirc danh ghi la
“Quan 1y tiem cam do6 Kirihara”.

“Anh 1am viéc & day lau roi phai khong?” Sasagaki hoi.

“Vang, tinh dén gio di 13 nam th&r ndm r6i.”

Sasagaki ty nhu, ndm nam khong phai 1a dai. Trude do lam viéc & dau? Vi

duyén cé gi ma dén day lam viéc? Sasagaki rat mudn hoi nhiing ciu nay,
nhung quyét dinh tam thoi nhan nai, vi dng van con phai téi day vai lan nira.

“Nghe noi 6ng Kirihara ra ngoai tir chiéu ngay hom qua.”

“Vang a, t6i nhd chic vao khoang hai gio rudi gi d6.”

“Ong ay khong néi 1a di lam viéc gi u?”

“Khong a. Ong chu rat doc doan, hiém khi nao ban bac chuyén cong viéc
v61 ching t61.”

“Luc ra ngoai, 6ng 4y co gi khac voi binh thudng khong? Chang han nhu
an mdc hoi khac thuong, hodc mang theo thr gi d6 ma anh chua thay bao
gio?”

“Chuyén nay thi, t6i khong cha ¥ 1am.” Matsuura nghiéng dau, dua tay
trai Ién gai gai sau gay, “Co diéu, hinh nhu 6ng ay rat dé y dén thoi gian.”

“Um, d¢ y thoi gian.”

“Hinh nhu 6ng 4y xem dong ho dén may lan. Co diéu, cling c6 thé 1a do
to1 ca nghi qua thoéi.”

Sasagaki ho hitng ddo mat mot vong trong gian tiém. Sau lung Matsuura
la mdt canh ctra kéo kiéu Nhat dong kin, sau cura co6 1€ 1a phong khach, bén
trai quay c6 chd dé ngdi thdo gidy, tir phia d6 1én 1a phong &. Di Ién trén,
phia bén trai c6 mot canh cira, néu d6 1a phong chira do thi vi tri nhu thé
cling that ky la.



“HOm qua ctra tiém md dén may gio?”
“Viéc nay,” Matsuura nhin cai dong ho hinh tron treo trén tudng, “binh
b
thuong sau gio 1a dong ctra, co di€u, hom qua cur c6 viéc lan khan, mé dén
b v 2
tan gan bay gio.”
“Chi c6 minh anh Matsuura trong ti¢ém thoi u?”
“Vang a, hau nhu nhitng luc 6ng chu khong c6 mat déu thé ca.”
“Sau khi dong cura thi sao?”
“To61 di vé nha.”
“Nha anh & dau?”
“Teradacho.”
“Teradacho? Lai xe di lam a?”
“Khong, t01 di tau dién.”
Neéu la di tau di¢n, tinh ca thoi gian do1 tau, dén Teradacho ang chung mat
2
khoang ba muoi phat. Néu bay gio hon ra vé, mudn nhat 1a tdm gio cling vé
. X s ; g g
dén nha ro.
“Anh Matsuura, nha anh c6 nhirng ai?”
“Khong c6. T61 ly hon tir sau nam trude, gio thué nha song mot minh.”
“No1 nhu vay, to1 qua sau khi anh vé, cling chi c6 mot minh th61?”
“Dung the.”

Ttc 12 khong ¢ bang ching ngoai pham chir gi, Sasagaki thAm xac nhan.
Song 6ng khong té thai do gi ca.

“Chi Kirihara nay, binh thuong chi khong ra ngoai trong ctra tiém u?”
Sasagaki hoi Yaeko dang ngdi trén ghé dung tay bop tran.

“Vi chuyén trong cura tiém t61 chang hiéu gi ca.” Chi ta trd 161 mot cach
yeu ot.

“HOm qua chi c6 ra ngoai khong?”

“Khong, to1 & nha ca ngay.”

“Khong di ddu ca a? Ciing khong di mua d6 gi u?”



“Um.” Chi ta gat dau, sau d6 mét moi dimg 18n, “Xin phép, toi c6 thé di
nghi duoc chua a? T61 mét qua, dén ngoi cling cam thay kho chiu.”

“D1i nhién, xin 16i chi. Mdi chi di nghi.”

Yaeko loang choang théo gidy, vin vao tay nim canh cira bén trai kéo mé
ra, bén trong la cau thang. Thi ra thé, Sasagaki bay gio méi hiéu tac dung
cua canh ctra do.

Doi cho tiéng budc chan 1én tang cia chi ta xa dan sau canh cira dong kin,
Sasagaki tiép tuc hoi Matsuura, “Chuyén 6ng Kirihara dém qua khong vé
nha, sang nay anh md&i nghe néi phai khong?”

“Vang. Ba chu va t61 déu léy lam la va rat lo léng. Thé r6i nhan dugc dién
thoai cua canh sat...”

“Han hai nguo1 ngac nhién lam.”

“Tat nhién!” Matsuura no6i, “Sao lai thé duge chu? Toéi van khong dam tin,
ong chu lai... nhat dinh ¢c6 nham lan & dau do r61.”

“Vay la, anh cling hoan toan khong c6 manh moi1 gi?”

“Lay dau ra manh moi cht?”

“Nhung ma, cadc anh lam nghé nay, khich dén cling c6 cd trdm hang khac
nhau. C6 vi khach nao vi tién ma nay sinh tranh chap vd1 6ng chu cua anh
chua?”

“Tat nhién, chung to61 cling c6 mot s6 vi khach ky quac. Pa di muon tién
ma con oan nguoi ta. Nhung, du thé nao cling khong dén ndi phai gi€t ong
chu...” Matsuura nguéc nhin Sasagaki, lac dau, “To61 thuc su khoé ma tudng
tuong noi.”

“Cling kho trach, cac anh 1a nguoi lam an, khong thé néi xau khach hang
dugc. Co diéu, theé nay thi chung t61 chang biét di€u tra tur dau nira. Néu anh
c6 danh sach cac khach hang gan day cho chung to61 xem, thi s€ giap duoc
chung t61 rat nhiéu.”

“Danh sach a...” Matsuura nhiu may vé kho xu.

“Nhat dinh c6 chtr, bang khong biét 1a cho ai mugn tién, cling chang thé
nao quan ly dugc céac thir nguoi ta dem dén cam.”

“C0 thi dung la co that.”



“Phién anh cho t6i muon mot chit”. Sasagaki xoe tay ra, “Tdi mang ban
chinh vé, sau khi chup lai s& 1ap tirc mang tra. Puong nhién, chung t6i s& hét
strc can than, khong dé nguoi khac thay.”

“Chuyén nay toi khong quyét dinh duoc...”

“Ciing dugc, t61 doi ¢ day, co thé phién anh 1én hoi ¥ kién ba cha duoc
khong?”

“Um.” Matsuura chau may suy nghi gidy lat, cudi cung ciing git dau,
“Thoi duge. Ba vay c6 thé cho cac 6ng muon, nhung ma, xin cac ong gitr
gin can than gium.”

“Cam on, khong can hoi y kién cua ba chu trude sao?”

“Chac 1a cho muon duoc, dé 14t tdi ndi vai ba éy sau. Nghi lai thi, ong chu
cling khong con nira r61.”

Matsuura ngdi trén ghé xoay mot goc chin muoi do, mo ti hd so bén canh,
bén trong xép may kep tai liu day cop. Sasagaki dang nhom nguoi vé phia
trudc nhom ngod, thi liéc thay canh ctra cau thang bong ling 18 mo ra, ong
ngoanh nhin vé phia do, chot giat thot. Sau canh ctra ¢c6 mot cau bé dang
ding, khoang mudi tudi, mac ao thé thao dai tay, quan bo, than hinh gay
nhd. Sasagaki giat minh, khong phai vi khong nghe thay tiéng ciu bé di
xuong tang, ma bdi trong khoanh khac hai anh mét cham nhau, ong bi chan
dong trudce su to1 tdm an sau trong do61 mat do.

“Chau 1a con cua ong Kirihara a?” Sasagaki hoi.

Cau bé khong tra 10i. Matsuura ngoanh dau lai dap thay, “Vang, ding
thé.”

Cau bé khong noi mot 101, bat dau di gidy thé thao, nét mat khong mot xtc
cam.

“Ryoji, chau di dau day? Hom nay nén & nha thi hon.”

Cau bé chang budn dé ¥ dén Matsuura, ctr thé di ra cira.

“Péang thuong that, han 1a thang bé bi sdc kha ning.” Sasagaki noi.
“C¢ 18 vay. Nhung ma, thang bé d6 ciing hoi dic biét.”

“P3c biét nhu thé nao?”



“Chuyén nay, toi cling khong tién no6i.” Matsuura 1ay trong ti hd so ra mot
kep tai li¢u, dat trudc mat Sasagaki, “Day la danh sach cac khach hang gﬁn
day nhat.”

“Téi xin phép.” Sasagaki nhan lay, bat dau 1at gié cac trang. Nhitng cai
tén dan 6ng dan ba ken thanh mdt hang day dac trong kep tai li¢u. Mat 6ng
doc tai liéu, trong dau lai hoi tuéong dén anh mat u uat cua cau bé kia.

3

Chiéu ngay thtr hai sau khi phat hién ra cai xac, bao céo giai phau dugc
giri dén t6 chuyén an dat & Phong Canh sat Tay Fuse. Két qua trong ban bao
céo chung thyc, nguyén nhan cai chét va thoi gian tir vong udc luong khong
may sai léch v&i nhitng gi gido su Matsuno di néi. Chi co diéu, xem dén
doan mo ta cac vat tim thdy trong da day, Sasagaki khong khoi thic mic.
Trén ban bao cao ghi réng “Mi soba, hanh, c4 trich chua tiéu hoa hét. Chét
sau khi an khoang hai dén hai tiéng rudi.”

“Néu dtng nhu vy, thi chuyén cai that lung kia phai giai thich thé nao
day?” Sasagaki nhin xuéng Nakatsuka dang ng6i hai tay khoanh trudc nguc.

“That lung?”

“That lung bi ndi ra hai nac. Thong thuong, sau khi 4n no ngudi ta mai
lam vay, nhung hai tiéng dong ho thi chac cling phai kéo lai r61 chur.”

“Chac la quén thoi, chuyén binh thuong ma.”

“Nhung t6i d4 kiém tra quan ctia ngudi bi hai, so voi than hinh ong ta thi
lung quan hoi rong mot chat. Néu ndi that lung ra hai nac, quan sé tut xuong,
lam sao ma d1 duoc?”

“Um.” Nakatsuka l4p limg gat dau. Ong chau may lai, nhin cham cham
vao ban bao cdo giai phau trén ban hop. “Néu vay, Sasagaki, anh nghf tai sao
ong ta lai n&i that lung ra thé?”

Sasagaki ddo mat modt vong xung quanh, réi ghé sat mat lai gan
Nakatsuka, “T6i thdy, sau khi nan nhan dén hién truong da 1am chuyén gi d6
can phai coi that lung quan ra, lac cai lai da néi ra hai nic. C6 diéu, ngudi
cai trd lai 1a ban than nan nhan hay hung thu thi khong biét duge.”



“Chuyén gi can cdi that lung quan ra nhi?” Nakatsuka ngudc mat 1én nhin
Sasagaki.

“\/é ma con phai héi ntra a? Céi1 that lung, tic 1a mudn tut quan ro1.”
b .
Sasagaki no mét nu cuol mo am.

Nakatsuka dua lung vao ghé, chiéc ghé sit phat ra nhirng tiéng cot két.
“Nguoi trudng thanh tir té, lai dén cai noi ban thiu day bui d6 hen ho a?”

“Chuyén nay, dang la c6 chat khong tu nhién.”

Nghe Sasagaki Gp up md mo, Nakatsuka xua tay nhu thé dudi rudi. “Nghe
thi cling hay ho ra phét, nhung truéc khi dung dén truc gidc, can phai co
trong tay ddy du can ctr d. i diéu tra hanh tung ctia nguoi bi hai, trude tién
la tiém mi soba.”

Nguoi phu trach chuyén 4n 1a Nakatsuka da néi vy, Sasagaki khong thé
1am trai, ong budng mot tiéng “Tbi biét rdi”, doan chao roi roi di.

Khéng mat nhiéu thoi gian dé tim duogc tiém mi soba noi Kirihara Yosuke
dung bita. Yaeko noi, ong ta thuong ghé quan Saganoya & khu phd budn ban
gan ga Tay Fuse. Nhan vién diéu tra 1ap tc dén nam tinh hinh va thu thap
duoc 101 khai khiang dinh riang, vao khoang bén gio chiéu ngdy thir Sau,
Kirihara qua thuc d3 dén d6. Kirihara di an mi soba ¢ Saganoya. T tinh
trang tieu hoa suy nguoc lai, thoi gian tir vong udce luong vao khoang sau gio
chiéu cho dén bay gio t6i ngay thtr Sau. Khi diéu tra chimg cr ngoai pham,
can kéo dai khoang thoi gian ndy ra thém cht nita, dic biét luu tdm thoi
gian tir nim gio chiéu dén tdm gio t6i. Thé nhung, theo 10i khai cia
Matsuura va Yaeko, Kirihara roi khoi nha lic hai gid rudi. Hon mot tiéng
déng ho trudc khi dén Saganoya, ong ta da di dau? Tu nha 6ng ta dén
Saganoya, c6 di chAm dén may ciing chi mat chimg muoi phat. Nghi van nay
dugc giai dap vao thr Hai. Mot cudc dién thoai goi dén Phong Canh sat Tay
Fuse da hé 10 chan tuéng su viéc. Nguoi goi to1 la mdt nit nhan vién chi
nhanh Fuse ctia ngan hang Sankyo, trong dién thoai c6 cho biét, thir Sau tuan
trude, trudc gio nging giao dich, Kirihara Yosuke c6 dén ngin hang.
Sasagaki va Koga 1ap tirc dén chi nhanh ngan hang nim d6i dién ctra phia
Nam ga Kintetsu Fuse. Nguoi goi dién 14 nit nhan vién tré lam viéc ¢ quay
giao dich. C6 c6 guong mit tron tria ua nhin, hop véi mai toc ngin. Sasagaki
ngoi doi dién co trong khu vyc tiép khach duoc ngan lai bang binh phong.

“HOm qua thay tén & trén bao, t61 cir nghi ngoi mai, chang biét c6 phai



chinh 1a 6ng Kirihara d6 hay khong? Vi vay, sang nay sau khi xac nhan lai
tén ho mot 1an nira, va hoi v kién cép trén, t61 da manh dan goi di¢n cho cac
ong.” C6 udn thang lung. “Ong Kirihara dén luc nao vay?” Sasagaki hoi.

“L{c gan ba gio.”
“Ong ay dén lam gi?”

Nghe thay cau hoi nay, cd nhan vién ngan hang thoang 10 vé chan chur, co6
1€ kho dé quyét doan xem nén ti€t 1o bi mat cua khach hang dén mic d6 nao.
Nhung, cudi cung, ¢6 van m¢ miéng noi, “Ong ay dén dong so tiet kieém co
ky han va rtt toan b khoan tién dé ra.”

“So tién la bao nhiéu?”

Co lai do dy lan nira, khé liém moi, li€c mat nhin cap trén & dang xa, roi
kh€ néi, “Mot triéu yén chan.”

“0...” Sasagaki bam moi. Binh thuong ddy khong phai 1a s6 tién cé thé

mang theo nguoi. “Ong Kirihara c6 nhac dén viéc dung so tién ay lam gi
khong?”

“Khong, hoan toan khong nhac dén.”
“Vay ong Kirithara dé mot triéu yén ay vao dau?”

“To1 khong ro lam... hinh nhu dé€ bén trong cai tui do ngan hang chung toi
cung cap.” Co nghiéng dau, vé hoi boi roi.

“Trudc day, ong Kirithara da tung dot ngdt huy bo hop dong gui tién co ky
han, rat di t&i con s trigu yén nhu vay bao gio chua?”

“Theo t61 dugc biét, thi day la lan dau tién. Co diéu, tir cudi nam ngoai toi
moi ti€p quan ho so tién gui c6 ky han ctua 6ng Kirihara.”

“Luc rut tién, ong Kirihara trong nhu thé nao? C6 vé ti€c nuodi hay rat vui
veé?”

“Khong 16.” Co lai hoi nghiéng dau noéi, “Khong giong nhu 1a dang tiéc
nudi. Co diéu O6ng ay nodi, khong lau sau s€ lai giri vao mdt khoan tuong
duong nhu vay.”

“Khong lau... tm.”

Sau khi bao céo lai tinh hinh véi t6 chuyén an, Sasagaki va Koga dén tiém



cam do6 Kirithara dé hoi xem Yaeko va Matsuura c6 biét gi vé viéc Kirihara
Yosuke rut tién trude han khong. Pén gan nha Kirihara, hai nguoi dirng chan
lai. Trudc ctra tiém cam do tu tap may ngudil mac do tang.

“Phai r61, hom nay ho cir hanh tang 1€.”

“T6i quén béng di mat. Gio trong thdy méi nhd ra, budi sang c6 nghe noi
rdi ma.”

Sasagaki va Koga cung dimg cach mét quing xa quan sat dién bién tang
1¢, xem chung ho dén vira kip lac dua linh ciru ra xe, xe tang da chay t&i
trudc cura nha Kirithara. Cura tiém mé rong, Kirihara Yaeko l1a nguoi dau tién
budc ra ngoai. Sac mit chi ta thoat trong co6 vé kém hon hom trudc, nguoi
cling gay di nhiéu, nhung lai khién nguoi ta cam giac chi ta ting thém may
phan lang lo. Ciing c6 thé d6 1a do sy hap dan kho tin dén tir bo 4o tang kia.
RO rang chi ta da quen mac kimono, dén ca cach budc di duong nhu ciling
duoc day cong tinh toan sao cho minh trong hap dan nhat. Néu cho rang chi
ta dang dién vai mot ba qua phu tré tudi xinh dep than khoc day bi ai, thi do
qua thuc 13 mot vai dién hoan hao... Sasagaki thim mai mia. Phia canh sat da
diéu tra duoc, chj ta tung lam tiép vién ¢ Kitashinchi. Con trai Kirihara
Yosuke 6m tdm di anh di duogc 16ng trong khung, budc theo sau chi ta.
Ryoji, cai tén 4y da nhap vao tri 6c Sasagaki, mic du bon ho van chua néi
chuyén voi nhau lan ndo. Guong mit Kirihara Ryoji hom nay van khong hé
boc 16 cam xtic. Trong cip mat u téi khong gon 1én bat cir tinh cam gi. Poi
mat trong nhu thé mat gia cua cdu bé nhin chim cham xudng chin ba me
dang di phia trudc. Budi toi, Sasagaki va Koga lai dén tiém cam d6 Kirihara
lan nita. Gibng nhu 1an trudc, cira cudn mé mot nira, nhung cira bén trong da
khoa. Canh cira c6 nut chudng, Sasagaki an nit, lién nghe thay tiéng chudng
bén trong vang ra.

“Hay ho ra ngoai r61?”” Koga hoi.
“Néu ra ngoai, ctra cuon phai kéo xuong chur.”

Mot 14t sau co tiéng mo khoa lach cach. Canh cira hé ra khoang hai chuc
xen ti mét, dé 10 gwong mat cua Matsuura.

“A, ong canh sat.” Matsuura thoang kinh ngac.
“Chung t6i mudn héi chit chuyén, gio c6 tién khong?”

“Um... Toi cling khong biét nira. Hai vi 1am on doi dé t6i 1én hoi ba chu.”



Matsuura noi xong, lién dong cura lai.

Sasagaki dwa mat nhin Koga, Koga hoi nghiéng dau. Gidy lat sau, cira lai
mo ra. “Ba chu noi1 duoc, moi hai vi vao.”

Sasagaki noi “Xin phép”, rdi bude vao. Trong nha thoang thoang c6 mui
nhang, “Tang 1& ctr hanh thuan loi cht?” Sasagaki nhé Matsuura 1a nguoi
khiéng quan tai.

“Um, ciing 6n a, tuy c¢6 hoi mét” Matsuura vira ndi vira vudt phang toc.
Trén ngudi anh ta van mic bd quan 4o lac tham gia tang 1&, nhung khong
thét ca vat, ctc thi nhat, tht hai trén 40 so mi déu da coi ra. Canh ctra vuong
phia sau quﬁy mé ra, Yaeko xuét hién. Chj ta da thay do tang, mac mot chiéc
vay lién than mau lam sim, mai toc bai 1én ban chiéu ciing budng xda
xudng.

“That xin 161 vi da lam phién vao luc chi dang mét thé nay.” Sasagaki cui
dau chao.

“Pau ¢6 gi.” Chj ta khé lic dau, “P4 phat hién dugc gi roi a?”

“Chung t0i dang thu thap thong tin, thdy c6 mot diém nghi van, nén dén
dé xac minh.” Sasagaki chi tay vao canh cira vudng, “Trudc do, co thé cho
phép t61 thap nén nhang dugc khong? T61 muodn bay té doi 101 vo1 nguoi da
khuat.”

Trong nhay mat, guong mit Yaeko to vé hoang hét. Chi ta dua anh mat
nhin Matsuura, r6i méi quay tré lai phia Sasagaki. “Vang, khong c6 gi a.”

“Lam phién chi. Vay t6i xin phép.”

Sasagaki coi gidy & bén canh quay giao dich, dang dinh budc qua bau cua,
dot nhién trong thay trén tay nam canh cura che 161 1€n cau thang bén canh
treo mot cai khoa sat. Xem ra, dimg ¢ phia cau thang khong thé ndo mé ctra
duoc.

“Mao mudi hoi mot cau, cai khoda nay dung dé lam gi vay?”

“0, cai do ha,” Yaeko tra 101, “la dé phong ké trdm nira dém tir tang hai
vao.”

“Tu tang hai vao?”

“Khu vuc nay nha ctra san sat, bon trom rat dé dang lén vao tur tang hai,



tiém dong ho ¢ gan day cling vi vy ma mat trom day. Thé nén chong t61 da
lap cai khoa nay, ngd nhd c6 bi trom, thi chung cling khong xudng dudi nay
duogc.”

“Néu ké trom xudng dugc tang dudi thi ton that nang né€ 1am u?”

“Vi két an toan ¢ dudi nay.” Matsuura tir phia sau tra 101, “D06 dac khach
hang dem cam ciing dé hét dudi tang mot.”

“No61 nhu vay, thi budi to1 trén tang khong c6 nguoi a?”
“Dung thé, t61 cling d€ ca con trai ngu ¢ tang magt luon.”

“Thi ra vay.” Sasagaki vuot cam, gat dau, “To1 hi€u ro1, nhung tai sao bay
gi0 cling khoa vao vay? Ban ngay cling khoa a?”

“A, do 1a,” Yaeko dén bén canh Sasagaki, m& khoa ra, “vi thanh thoi quen
o1, cir Ién xudng la khoa lai théi.”

“Um.” Sasagaki thim nghi, ciing tirc 12 bén trén khong c6 nguoi.

Kéo canh cira ra, bén trong 1a mot cin phong kiéu Nhat rong chimg sau
chiéu. Phia sau hinh nhu vin con mot phong nita, nhung vuéng ctra kéo nén
khong nhin r8. Sasagaki doan d6 ¢ 18 1a phong ngi cta hai vo chong. Theo
cach noi cua Yaeko, Ryoji cling ngu chung vé1 ho, vay thi chuyén sinh hoat
ctia hai vo chong xur 1y nhu thé nao nhi? Ong bét gidc thay to mo. Ban tho
dit sat bic tudng phia Tay, bén canh 1a mot khung nhé 1ong anh Kirihara
Yosuke mic dd Tay miéng mim cuoi, c6 vé dugc chup hoi tré. Sasagaki thép
huong, chip tay cau cho nguoi da khuat dugc yén nghi trong khoang mudi
gidy. Yaeko pha tra bung 1én. Sasagaki déap 18 trong tu thé quy ngoi, dua tay
don 1ay tach tra, Koga cling lam theo. Sasagaki hoi Yaeko xem c6 nghi ra
manh moi gi lién quan téi 4n mang hay khong. Chi ta l1ap tuc lic dau,
Matsuura ngdi trén ghé ciing khong mé miéng.

Sasagaki thung thang noi ra chuyén Kirihara Yosuke rat mdt tri¢u yén &
ngan hang. Ca Yaeko va Matsuura déu to ra kha kinh ngac trudc su viéce nay.

“Mot triéu yén! Chuyén nay t6i chua tirng nghe anh ay nhac dén bao gi6.”

“Toi1 cling vay.” Matsuura noi, “Tuy rang 6ng chu rat doc dodn, chi lam
theo y minh, nhung néu dung dén so6 tién 16n nhu vay cta ctra tiém, chac han
cling s€ nd1 vo1 to1 mot tieng.”



“Ong Kirihara c6 thu tiéu khién gi ton kém hay khong? Nhu danh bac
chang han?”

“Anh ay chua bao gio danh bac, cling khong c6 so thich gi dac biét ca.”

“Ong chu la kiéu nguoi chi dam mé moi viéc lam an.” Matsuura & bén
canh xen vao.

“Um,” Sasagaki hoi ngan ngr mot chit, roi méi cat tiéng hoi, “Con viéc
kia?”

“Vige kia?” Yaeko chau may.
“Chinh la... quan hé¢ nam nir ay.”

“A.” Chi ta gat dau, phong chung chéng hé bi kich dong chut nao, “T61
khong tin anh 4y c6 dan ba bén ngoai, anh iy khong phai hang ngudi 1am
dugc nhitng chuyén do6.” Chi ta no1 voi giong rat chic chén.

“Ngha 1 chi tin chong minh.”

“Ong n6i 1a tin ay 4?” Yaeko bo lung cau noi, rdi cti gam mit.

Ho1 thém méy cau nita, Sasagaki va Koga dung day cao tu. Thuc su
khong thé néi 1a c6 thu hoach gi duoc.

Luc di giay, d6i gidy thé thao hoi dinh ban & chd coi gidy dap vao mat
ong, chac la cia Ryoji. Thi ra cau bé ¢ trén tang hai.

Nhin canh ctra treo ling lang 6 khoa, Sasagaki nghi khong biét cau bé &
trén do lam gi.

4

Cang diéu tra, hanh tung cua Kirihara Yosuke hom gip nan cang rd dan.
Hai gio rudi chiéu ngay thir Sau, sau khi roi khoi tu gia, ong ta dén chi
nhanh ngan hang Sankyo rit ra mot triéu yén tién mat, dén tiém Saganoya &
gan ddy dn mi soba ca trich khoang hon bén gid thi di khoi. Van dé 1a ¢ sau
thoi diém d6. Loi khai cua nhan vién trong tiém cho thay, Kirihara Yosuke
hinh nhu di theo huéng nguoc véi ga tau dién. Néu day 1a sy thuc, vay thi
nhiéu kha ning Kirihara khong 1én tau dién va éng ta dén ga Kintetsu Fuse,
hoan toan chi dé rat tién mat. Cac thanh vién t6 chuyén an tiép tuc tap trung
diéu tra khu vuc xung quanh ga Fuse va hién truong tim thay xac chét. Két



qua phat hién ra hanh tung cta Kirihara Yosuke & mot noi khong thé ngd
dén. C6 mot nguodi dan 6ng duoc mo ta kha gidong voi Kirihara Yosuke ting
dén hang banh ngot Harmony, trong chudi ctra hang Chord ¢ phd budn ban
phia trudc cira ga Fuse. Ong ta hoi nhan vién cira hang, “Co loai pudding
bén trén co rat nhiéu hoa qua khong?” Chac 13 6ng ta muén chi loai pudding
hoa qua thap cam, d6 chinh 1a san pham lam nén thuong hiéu ciia chudi cira
hang Chord. Nhung that khong may, khi d6 banh pudding hoa qua thap cam
d3 ban hét. Ong ta bén hdi nhan vién cira hang xem c¢6 thé mua tht 4y ¢ dau
khac. C6 nhan vién tré ndi véi ong ta, trén phd 16n ciing c6 mot cira hang
Chord, khuyén 6ng ta dén d6 thir xem sao, c6 con ldy ca ban d6, chi rd dia
diém nita. Luc ong ta xem xong Vi tri ciia cira hang éy, lién ndi mot ciu thé
nay, “O, thi ra & ddy ciing c6 mot cira hang gidng thé! Ciing gan chd toi
mudn dén 1am, hoi sdm mot chat co phai tot khong.”

Cira hang ma ¢ nhan vién kia chi nam ¢ tiéu khu s6 6 Tay Oe. Nhén vién
diéu tra ngay 1ap tirc dén ctra hang d6 x4c nhan chiéu tdi ngay thir Sau qua
c6 mot ngudi dan ong gidng véi Kirihara Yosuke timg ghé dén. Ong ta mua
bon cai banh pudding hoa qua thip cam, nhung sau d6 di ddu khong biét.
Ong ta khong thé ndo mua bon céi banh pudding mang di gip mat dan ong
duoc, cac nhan vién diéu tra déu nhat tri, nguoi Kirthara mubn gap nhat dinh
la phu ntr. Khong 1au sau, tén mdt ngudi phu nir xuét hién. D6 13 Nishimoto
Fuiniyo, tén cua co ta c6 trong danh sach cua tiém cam dd Kirihara, va co ta
song & tiéu khu sb 7 Tay Oe.

Sasagaki va Koga duoc cir dén gap Nishimoto Fumiyo. Trong ca khu vuc
san sat nhitng ngdi nha chap va bai cac tAm sat va van gd, co mot khu nha dé
bién “Chung cu Yoshida”. Btic tudong ngoai xam xam nhu bi hun khoéi, dinh
day nhimg vét ban den sim, nhiing vét xi ming chay ngoan ngoéo nhu ran
bo khip mait tudng, chiac hin 1a nhitng chd nt né nghiém trong. Nishimoto
Fumiyo trd & phong 103, vi ¢ sat ngay toa nha bén canh, nén tang mot gan
nhu khong 13y dugc chit anh sang ndo. Trén hanh lang t6i tim am thap, c6
dung mot chiée xe dap gi hoen gi hoét. Sasagaki vong qua nhimg chiéc may
giat dat phia trudc mdi canh ctra tim kiém. Trén canh cira thtr ba, c6 dan mot
td gidy, bén trén dung but danh dau viét “Nishimoto”. Sasagaki gd ctra.

Pang sau canh cura vang ra tiéng, “Chau ra day.” Giong cua con gai.
Nhung ctra khong mé ngay, ma nguodi bén trong lai cat tiéng, “Ai day a?”

Phong chimng 14 tré con dang tréng nha roi.



“Me chau c6 nha khong?” Sasagaki hdi voi qua canh cira.
Nguoi bén trong khong tra 101, ma hoi lai lan nira, “Ai day a?”

Sasagaki nhin Koga cudi thiéu ndo. Chéc dira nho di dugc nguoi 10n din
do, néu 13 nguoi la thi tuyét doi khong mé ctra. Puong nhién, diy khong
phai 13 chuyén gi xau. Sasagaki diéu chinh giong vira di dé c6 bé sau canh
ctra nghe thay, nhung ciing khong vang qua dé hang xom hong duoc. “Bac 1a
canh sét, co chut viéc mubn hoi thim me chau.”

Co bé im lang, Sasagaki giai thich dong thai d6 1a do c6 bé khong biét
phai lam sao. Nghe tiéng doan tudi cd bé nay néu khong phai hoc sinh cap 1
thi ciing 1 cap II. Tré con tudi nay nghe thay c6 canh sat dén nha, di nhién s&
cam thay cing thang. Tiéng mé khoa lach cach vang 1én, ctra hé ra, nhung
van mic day xich chong trom. Sau khe cira rong khoang mudi xen ti mét 19
ra guong mit mot bé gai co6 d6i mat to, lan da tring min mang nhu do su.

“Me chau van chua vé.” Giong cd bé hét stc kién dinh.

“Pi mua do a?”

“Khong a, me chau di lam.”

“Binh thudng khoang mdy gid me chau vé?” Sasagaki nhin dong ho, hon
nam gio.

“Chic 1a sap r6i a.”

“Um vay bac doi ¢ day mdt lat nhe.”

Nghe Sasagaki noi vy, co bé kh& gat gat dau, réi dong ctra lai. Sasagaki
dua tay lay bao thudc 14 d€ bén trong tii ngam cua do khoac ngoai, thap
giong nod1 vo1 Koga, “Mot dura tré chiing chac nhi!”

“Vang.” Koga tra 101, “Vé1 lai...”

Vién canh sat tré maoi1 ndéi dugc mot nira, canh cura lai mé ra. Lan nay soi
xich chong trom da dugc gd xudng.

“Cho chau xem cai d6 dugc khong?” Co bé hoi.
“Céi gi?”
“Thé canh sat.”

“A,” sau khi biét muc dich cua c¢6 bé, Sasagaki khong khoi mim cuoi.



“Pugc, day chau xem di.” Ong lay giay to ra, 1at trang c6 dan anh cho c6 bé
xem.

C0 be doi chiéu guong mat trong anh vd1 Sasagaki, ro1 noi “Moi bac vao”,
doan m¢ ctra rong hon.

Sasagaki hoi ngac nhién. “Khong can, bac dung day doi cling duoc r61.”

Co bé lai lac dau. “Poi bén ngoai, ngudi xung quanh s€ thay to mo day a.”

Sasagaki dua mat nhin Koga, rat mudn gugng cuo1, nhung nén lai duoc.

Sasagaki no1 “Lam phién chau”, r6i budc vao nha. Bung nhu nhiing gi
ong nghi khi quan sat tur bén ngoai, bén trong qua chat hep cho moét gia dinh
sinh song. Vura vao cua la khoang san go rong chirng nam chiéu cé mdt bon
ra tay nho. Bén trong la can phong kiéu Nhat, cung lam cling chi rdng
khoang sau chiéu. Trén khoang san g6 bay mot bd ghé va ban an xu xi tho
rap. Theo 101 modi cia cd bé, hai ngudi ngdi xuong ghé. Ca nha chi co hai
chiéc ghé, duong nhu chi c6 hai me con ¢ bé song vo1 nhau ¢ day. Trén ban
trai khan ké ca r6 mau hong phan va trang bang nhua déo, phia mép c6 vét
chay tan thudc 14. C6 bé ngoi1 trong can phong kiéu Nhat, dua vao chiéc tu
am tuong, bat dau doc sach. Gay cudn sach c¢6 dan nhan, xem ra 1a sach
muon O thu vién.

“Chau dang doc gi vay?” Koga bat chuyén véi co be.

Co be lang 1€ gio bia cudn sach ra, Koga ghé lai nhin 161 6 1én day kham
phuc, “Doc sach kho vay co a!”

“Sach gi thé?” Sasagaki hoi Koga.

“Cuon theo chiéu gio.”

“Cha!” Lan nay dén luot Sasagaki kinh ngac, “To61 xem phim ay r61.”

“Toi cling xem ro1, phim d6 hay that day. Co dieu, to61 chua bao gio nghi
s€ doc nguyén tac ca.”

“Dao nay toi khéng doc sach may.”

“Téi ciing thé. Tir khi bd Ashita no Joe ra hét, dén ca truyén tranh toi cling
rat it xem.”

“Gi ha? Ashita no Joe cudi cung cling ra hét ro61 a?”



“Két thuc tir thaAng Nam nim nay roi. Sau Kyojin no Hoshi va Ashita no
Joe thi chang con gi dé xem ca.”

“Thé chang phai rat t6t sao? Nguoi 16n lai di doc truyén tranh, that chang
ra lam sao ca.”

“Vay cling phai a.”

Trong lic Sasagaki va Koga d6i thoai, co bé cling khong ngang dau 1én,
tiép tuc doc sach. C6 thé c6 nghi rang may ngudi 16n ngd ngan kia dang noi
chuyén phiém cho qua thoi gian. Dudng nhu Koga ciing cam nhén duoc diéu
nay, bén lang thinh. Hai tay anh réi viéc qua chang biét lam gi, ct lay dau
ngon tay gd 1én ban an, phat ra nhimng tiéng coc coc. Co bé ngang dau 1én,
nét mat kho chiu, khién anh danh phai ding dong tac ay lai. Sasagaki ho
hitng dao mat nhin quanh gian phong. Chi c6 nhitng d6 dac can thiét toi
thiéu va cac nhu yéu pham cho cudc séng, hoan toan khong cé thir gi co thé
goi 13 d6 xa xi ca. Khong c6 ban hoc, ciing khong co gia sach. Tuy bén canh
ctra s6 ¢6 ké mot chiéc ti vi, nhung 13 loai cuc ky cii k¥, phai lap dng ten rau
mod1 xem duoc. Ong hinh dung, ti vi nay chic 1a loai den tréng, bat 1én rdi
con phai doi mot luc hinh anh méi xuat hién, va qua nira 1a trén hinh c6 may
vét ngang rat chudng mat. Khong chi it 46 dac, noi ndy rd rang 1a nha cua
phu nit, vdy ma hoan toan khong hé co cam giac sang sta sach s&. Cin
phong khién nguoi ta cam thay tdi tim, rd rang khong chi vi bong dén tuyp
trén tran da qua cii. Bén canh Sasagaki, c6 hai hop gidy chong 1én nhau, 6ng
gay nap hop ra, nghiéng dau nhin vao. Bén trong nhét diy éch db choi bang
cao su, loai 4n Xuéng tirc khéc sé nhay bat Ién, thuong hay ban & cac cho
dém mdi khi co 18 hoi. Xem ra, 13 d6 Nishimoto Fumiyo nhan vé gia cong tai
nha.

“C0o be, chau tén gi?” Sasagaki hoi c6 bé. Thong thuong, 6ng hay goi la
“em bé”, nhung ddi v4i cd bé nay, ong cam thdy goi vay khong thich hop
cho lam.

Poi mat ¢6 bé van khong roi khoi cudn sach, miéng dap, “Nishimoto
Yukiho.”

“Yukiho. Um, viét thé nao nhi?”

“ “Yuki’ 1a bong tuyét, ‘ho’ 1a bong lua.”

“A, Yukiho, tén hay that, phai khong?” Ong quay sang hoi Koga.



Koga gt dau tan thanh, cd bé ciing khéng c6 phan tng gi.

“Yukiho, chau c6 biét mot tiém cam d6 tén 1a Kirihara khong?” Sasagaki
hoi.

Yukiho khong tra 16i ngay, co bé liém liém moi, roi khé gat dau, “Co luc
me chau dén do.”

“Um, hinh nhu 1a thé. Chéu da gip ong chii tiém d6 bao gié chua?”

“Gap roi.”

“Ong ay dén nha chau bao gio chua?”

Nghe cau hoi nay, Yukiho nghiéng nghiéng dau, tra 101, “Hinh nhu 1 ¢6.”

“Liic chau c6 nha, ong dy c6 dén khong?”

“Chac 1a c6. Nhung ma, chau khong nhé.”

“Ong ay dén lam gi?”

“Chau khong biét.”

Chat van mdt ¢6 bé & noi thé nay c6 1€ khong phai cach hay. Sasagaki cam
thay, sau nay van con kha nhi€u co hdi dé hoi co.

Ong lai dwa mat nhin quanh nha, cling khong c6 muc dich gi cu thé.
Nhung, khi liéc th?iy thung rac bén canh tu lanh, cap mét ong bat giac mo to.
Phia trén thung rac da day ngap do, 1a goi gidy c6 in logo cua chudi ctra hang
Chord. Sasagaki dua mat nhin Yukiho, 4nh mat 6ng cham phai anh mat co
bé. Yukiho 14p tirc nhin ra ché khac, lai tiép tuc tu thé cai dau doc sach. Truc
giac cia Sasagaki noi cho dng biét, cd bé ciing dang nhin ciing mot thi véi
ong. Lat sau, cd bé dot nhién ngang dau 18n, gap sach lai, nhin vé phia 16i ra
vao. Sasagaki dong tai 1én, nghe thay tiéng 1& dép xing dan. Koga hinh nhu
cling cht ¥ dén, hoi hé miéng. Tiéng budc chian mdi luc mot gan, roi dimg
lai trude cira. Ngoai clra vang 1én tiéng kim loai leng keng, hinh nhu dang
lfiy chia khoa. Yukiho budc dén canh ctra noi, “Cira khong khoa.”

“Sao lai khong khoa? Nguy hiém qua.” Tiéng noi vira cat 18én, canh cua
cling bat m¢. Mot phu nit mdc 4o so mi xanh nhat budc vao. Co ta ang
ching khoang ba muoi 1am tudi, toc budc sau dau. Nishimoto Fumiyo lap
tirc chti ¥ dén Sasagaki va Koga. C6 ta 1o vé kinh hoang, tron mét nhin con
gai, roi lai nhin hai nguoi dan ong la mat.



“Ho la canh sat.” C6 bé giai thich.

“Canh sat...” Guong mat Fumiyo hién 1é€n vé s¢ hai.

“Toi la Sasagaki & Cuc Canh sat Osaka. Con day la Koga.” Sasagaki dung
day chao hoi, Koga cling dung 1én theo.

Fumiyo r06 rang kha lo lang, sic mat tai mét, bd dang nhu thé khong biét
phai lam sao, ctr cam cai tii giay ding do ra do, quén ca dong cura lai.

“Chiang t61 dang diéu tra mot vu an, c6 modt s6 viec mudn hoi chi
Nishimoto, nén moéi dén quay ray. Rat xin 101, da tu tién vao nha luc chi di
vang.”

“DPi1éu tra vu an.”

“Hinh nhu 1a chuyén cta bac & tiém cam d6.” Yukiho & bén canh noi.

Trong khoanh khac, Fumiyo duong nhu hit sdu vao mot hoi. Nhin thai do
hai me con, Sasagaki tin rang ho da biét tin vé cai chét cua Kirihara Yosuke,
va con trao do1 vo1 nhau vé cai chét do nira.

Koga dung day noi, “Moi chi ngdi.” vé hoang hot bat an trén guong mat
Fumiyo hoan toan khong bat di chut nao. Chi ta o dan ngd1 xuong doi dién
vO1 Sasagaki.

Mot nguoi phu nit ngli quan can doi, day la an tugng dau tién cua
Sasagaki. Khoe mat da 10 mo xuat hién nép nhan, nhung néu trang diém ky
cang, nhat dinh van c6 thé coi la nguoi dep. Lai 1a mdt nguoi dep lanh lung
nita. Yukiho r0 rang rat giong me. Chac c6 khong it dan ong trung nién phai
dién dao vi co ta, Sasagaki nghi. Kirihara Yosuke nam muoi hai tu6i, cho du
dong long v&i nguoi phu nit nay thi cling khong c6 gi la.

“Vo phép, xin hoi chong chi...”

“Anh ay qua doi tor bay nam trude roi. Gap tai nan khi lam viéc & cong
truong...”

“0, t0i qua, toi qua. Vay gid chi dang lam viéc & dau?”

“To1 lam vigc trong mot quan mi udon & Imazato.”

Co ta n61 quan mi ay tén la Kikuya, thoi gian lam viéc to muoi mot gio
trra dén bon gio chi€u cac ngay tur thir Hai dén thir Bay.



“Mi udon ¢ ddy an c6 ngon khong?” Co 18 dé dbi phuong bt phan cing
thang, Koga cudi cudi hoi. Fumiyo van chi do dan nghiéng nghiéng dau,
budng mot tiéng “Khong biét”.

“Unm, chi biét chuyén 6ng Kirihara Yosuke bi hai phai khong?” Sasagaki
di thang vao chu dé chinh.

“Biét,” ¢b ta li nhi dap, “T6i that su rat bat ngo.”

Yukiho vong qua sau lung me, di vao gian phong kiéu Nhat, roi dya lung
vao ti am tuong ngdi xuong giong lac nady. Sasagaki quan sat dong tac cua
cd bé, 161 anh mat lai quay tr¢ vé phia Fumiyo.

“Rat c6 thé ong Kirihara c6 dinh dang dén sy viéc gi d6, chung toi dang
di€u tra hanh tung cua ong ay sau khi ro1 khoi nha vao budi chiéu ngay thir
Sau. Két qua cho thay, hinh nhu ong iy c6 ghé qua nha chi, vy nén...”

“Khong, chuyén ay, cho t6i...”

“Bac ¢ ti¢ém cam do c6 dén ma,” Yukiho ngat 161 Fumiyo dang lap ba lap
bap, xen vao, “con mang cd banh pudding ctia Chord nira, chinh 1a cai bac ay
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ma.

Sasagaki biét rd Fumiyo dang béi rdi. Moi co ta kh& run 1én mot chap,
cudi cung ciing cat duoc tiéng, “A, ding thé. Hom tht Sau 6ng Kirihara d3
ghé qua day.”

“Khoang may gid?”
“T6i nhd hinh nhu 13...” Fumiyo dwa mat sang phia phai Sasagaki, bén do

c6 mot ti lanh hai budng, trén noc ti bay mdt chiéc dong hd nho. “Tbi
nghi... 1a khodng gan ndm gio. Vi té1 vira vé dén nha, thi 6ng ay dén.”

“Ong Kirihara dén tim chi c6 viéc gi vay?”

“Toi nghi 1a chang c6 viéc gi ca. Ong 4y noi co viéc & gan ddy, tién thé
gh¢ qua. Kirthara biét rd tinh hinh tai chinh ctia hai me con chiing t61 rat kho
khaén, thi thodng 6ng ay cling ghé dén, c6 rat nhiéu chuyén t61 hoi y kién 6ng
ay.”

“Ong 4y c6 viéc & gan day a? Thé thi la that.” Sasagaki chi vao géi gidy
cua tiém banh Chord trong thung rac, “DPay la cua ong Kirihara mang dén
dung khong? Ong 4y von dinh mua banh ¢ phd budn ban trude cira ga Fuse.



Ciing c6 nghia 13, tir lic & gan ga Fuse, 6ng iy dd chuan bi dén day roi. Tur
chd nay dén Fuse ciing cach mot quang dudng twong ddi, theo 18 thuong, suy
luan hop 1y 14 ngay tir dau ong Ay da dinh dén nha chj roi.”

“Ong noi vay, nhung 6ng Kirihara bao nhu the, t61 cling chang c6 cach gi,
ong ay noi co vi¢c & gan day, tien thé ghé qua...” Fumiyo cti dau noi.

“T61 hiéu. Chung ta ctr coi la vay di, ong Kirithara & day dén may gio?”

“Sau gio... to1 nghi chac khoang gan sau gio thi 6ng ay veé.”

“Gan sau gio, chi chac chu?”

“C¢ 1€ khong sai.”

“No1 vay, thi ong Kirthara ¢ day khoang tam mdt tiéng dong ho. Hai
nguoi noi chuyén gi vay?”

“Noi1 chuyén gi a... thi chuyén phi€ém binh thuong thoéi.”

“Chuyén phiém binh thuong cling c6 nhiéu loai lam, chéng han nhu thoi
ti€t, tién nong gi do.”

“A, 6ng ay nhac dén chién tranh...”

“Chién tranh? Chién tranh Thai Binh Duong?”

Kirihara Yosuke timg & trong quan ngii thdi Thé chién thr hai. Sasagaki
tuong ong ta ké chuyén thot do, nhung Fumiyo lai lac dau.

“La chién tranh & nudc ngoai. Ong Kirihara noi, 1an nay gia dau nhat dinh
s€ tang cao.”

“A, chién tranh Trung Péng.” C6 vé, Kirihara noi dén cudc chién tranh
Trung Pong lan thi tu vira no ra dau thang nay.

“C)ng éy néi, vi thé ma kinh té Nhat Ban s& lai bat 6n. Khong chi vay, cac
san pham lién quan dén dau mo ciing s& tang gia, cudi cung con c6 kha ning
khan hiém nira. Thé gi6i sau nay, phai xem ai c6 tién c6 thé hon.”

“Um.”

Nhin Fumiyo dang cti dau cup mat, Sasagaki thim nghi, nhirng 16 ndy co
thé 1a that. Van dé 1a tai sao Kirihara lai néi nhimg diéu nay véi co ta?
Sasagaki tuong tuong, co 18 Kirihara muén ngam am chi, t0i c6 tién co thé,
c¢6 em hay nghi cho ban than minh, tot nhét 13 theo t6i di. Theo ghi chép cta



tiém cam d6 Kirihara, Nishimoto Fumiyo chua bao gio chudc lai cadc mon dd
dem cam. Rat c6 thé, Kirihara dinh loi dung tinh trang kho khan cua co ta.
Sasagaki liéc nhanh sang Yukiho. “Lic do con gai chi dang & dau?”

“A, nd & thu vién... phai khong?” C6 ta xac nhan véi Yukiho.

Yukiho “trm” mot tiéng.

“Q, cudn sach kia chinh 13 muon vé luc y 4? Chau c6 thudong hay dén thu
vién khong?” Ong tryc ti€p hoi Yukiho.

“Mbi tuan mot, hai 1an.” C6 bé tra 10i.

“Sau khi tan hoc a?”

“Vang.”

“Co ngay ¢d dinh khong? Nhu la thtr Hai, thr Sdu hoac thtr Ba, thir Sau
chang han.”

“Khong a.”

“Nhu vay me chau khong lo ling a? Con gai chua vé, ciing khong biét co
phai dén thu vién hay khong?”

“A, nhung khoang hon sau gid thi nhat dinh né s& vé nha.” Fumiyo noi.
“Hom thir Sau chau ciing vé vao khoang gio d6 42 Ong lai hoi Yukiho.
Co bé khong néi gi, khé gat dau.

“Sau khi 6ng Kirihara di, chi van & nha cha?”

“Khong, sau d6, toi ra ngoai mua d6. Bén Marukaneya.”

Siéu thi Marukaneya cach noi nay chi khoang may phut di bd.

“O siéu thi, chi c¢6 gip ngudi quen nao khong?”

Fumiyo ngam nghi gidy 1at, r6i tra 101, “Gap chi Kinoshita, me ban cing
16p cua Yukiho.”

“Chi c6 cach gi lién lac véi chi 4y khong?”

“C06.” Fumiyo lay cudn so dia chi bén canh dién thoai, dat 1én ban mo ra,
chi tay vao cho dé Kinoshita, “Nguoi nay.”

Nhin Koga chép lai sd dién thoai, Sasagaki lai tiép tuc hoi, “Luc chi di



mua d6, con gai chi da vé chua?”
“Chua, luc d6 n6 van chua vé.”
“Chi mua d6 xong tré vé la khoang may gio?”
“Chac khoang bay rudi gi d6.”
“Luc dy con gai chi vé chua?”
“Vang, da vé roi.”
“Sau d6 chi khong ra ngoai nira a?”
“Pling vay.” Fumiyo gt dau.

Sasagaki nhin Koga, hoi bang anh mat, tam thoi dimg & day théi nhi?
Koga khé gat dau.

“Chiing toi xin 16i d& 1am phién chi lau nhu vay. Sau ndy c6 thé chung toi
van c6 chuyén can hoi chi, lic 4y mong chi gitip cho.” Sasagaki dung day.

Fumiyo tién hai vién canh sat ra ctra. Nhan lac Yukiho khong c6 & d9,
Sasagaki lai hoi thém mot cau:

“Chi Nishimoto, cau nay chic 14 hoi mao mudi, co diéu, mong chi ché dé
y dugc khong?”

“Chuyén gi vay a?” Fumiyo lap tirc 10 vé bat an.

“Ong Kirithara da tung mo1 chi di an, hodac hen chi ra ngoai gdap mat
chua?”

Cau hoi cua Sasagaki khién Fumiyo tron tron mét 1én, cb ta lac dau that
manh, “Chua bao gi0.”

“Um, toi dang nghi, tai sao Oong Kirihara lai ddi tét v&i me con chi vay
nhi?”

“Toi nghi c6 1& ong 4y thuong hai me con t6i. Dam héi 6ng canh sat, c6
phai cac 6ng nghi ngo to1 ¢6 lién quan dén vu viéc ong Kirihara bi hai hay
khong?”

“Khong c6, khong co, lam gi ¢6 chuyén do. T61 chi muon xac nhan mot
chat.”

Sasagaki to ¥ xin 101, r01 cat budce ro1 khoi. Khi qua cho ngoat, khong nhin



thay khu nha d6 nira, 6ng méi bao Koga, “Rat kha nghi.”

Vién canh sat tré tudi cling déng ¥, “Pich xac 1a vay.”

“Luc to61 ho1 Fumiyo xem hom thir Sau Kirihara co dén khong, thoat dau
hinh nhu chi ta dinh trd 161 1a khong. Nhung vi Yukiho & bén canh nhac
chuyén banh pudding, chi ta danh phai noé1 that. Yukiho ciling vay, von dinh
gidu giém chuyén Kirihara tirng ghé qua nha, c6 diéu, vi téi chu y dén cai thi
gidy dung banh pudding, c6 bé mdi doan ra, néi doi nguoc lai con phién
phtrc hon.”

“Pung thé, c6 bé dy rat tinh y.”

“Fumiyo hét gio 1am tir tiém mi udon vé nha, dai khai khoang nim gid
chiéu, Kirihara dén vao luc d6. Ma khi 4y Yukiho vira khéo lai toi thu vién,
sau khi Kirihara di médi vé nha. T6i ctr c6 cam giac thdi gian duong nhu cin
qua chuan thi phai.”

“Fumiyo c6 phai 1a tinh nhan cua Kirthara khong nhi? Khi me va nguoi
dan 6ng d6 ¢ voi nhau, con gai phai ra ngoai giét thoi gian.”

“Ciing c6 thé. C6 diéu, néu 1a tinh nhan, it nhiéu cling c6 thé lay dugc chut
tién, khong can thiét phai mang d6 vé nha gia cong lam gi.”

“C¢ 1& Kirihara dang theo dudi chi ta?”

“C6 kha nang.”

Hai nguoi voi tré vé té chuyén an dat & Phong Canh sat Tay Fuse.

“Co thé 1a nhat thoi bi kich dong ma ra tay.” Bao cao voi Nakatsuka xong,
Sasagaki noi, “Han la Kirthara da cho Fumiyo xem mot tri¢u yén vura moi
rit & ngan hang ra.”

“Vay nén, cd ta méi giét nguoi vi tién a2 Nhung néu ra tay ¢ nha minh, co
ta khong thé nao chuyén cai xac dén toa nha dugc.” Nakatsuka noi.

“Vi vay co ta co thé tim mot cai ¢& nao do, hen ong éy dén toa nha kia.
To1 khong nghi 1a ho di cung nhau.”

“Két qua kham nghiém tir thi cho thay, du 1a phu nit, ciing c6 kha ning
gay ra nhirng vét thuong trén xac chét.”

“Néu 1a Fumiyo, Kirihara s& khong dé phong.”



“X4c nhan chting ct ngoai pham ctia Fumiyo trudc roéi hiy tinh.”
Nakatsuka than trong nou.

Luc d6, 4n tuong vé Fumiyo trong 1ong Sasagaki dd dén mirc gan nhu cuc
xau. Ong cam thay nghi ngd ca thai do cang thang, so hai cua co ta. Thé
nhung, két qua diéu tra lai mang dén cho t6 chuyén an nhiing thong tin hoan
toan bat ngd, Nishimoto Fumiyo c¢6 ching cr ngoai pham gan nhu hoan hao.

S

Trudc ctra chinh siéu thi Marukaneya c6 mot cong vién nho. Trong khong
gian nho 4y khong thé choi bong dugc, chi c6 may tro nhu xich du, cau truot
va h cat, vira khéo tién cho cac ba me dé lii tré con téi day choi dua trong
lac minh mua d6. Cong vién nay ciing 1a noi cac ba ndi tro tan chuyén gia
dinh, trao ddi thong tin. Ho c6 thé giri con cho nhiing ngudi quen con minh
thi vao siéu thi. Kha nhiéu ba ndi tro dén Marukaneya mua d6 cling chinh vi
su tien loi nay. Khoang sau gio rudi chiéu hém Kirihara Yosuke bi hai,
Kinoshita Yumie & gan ddy tinh cd gip Nishimoto Fumiyo ¢ siéu thi.
Fumiyo dudng nhu d3 mua xong d6 dang dinh di thanh toan. Con Kinoshita
Yumie thi vira vao siéu thi, gio dd van rdng khong. Bon ho tro chuyén véi
nhau vai ba cau roi chao tam biét. Luc Kinoshita Yumie mua xong do, ra
khoi siéu thi d 1a hon bay gio. C6 leo 1én chiéc xe dap dung canh cong vién,
dinh di vé nha, thi trong thdy Fumiyo dang ngdi trén xich du. Fumiyo dudng
nhu nghi ngoi gi d6, than tho dung dua chiéc du téi lui. Khi canh sat mudn
c6 xac nhan xem ngudi cd trong thdy co dung la Nishimoto Fumiyo hay
khong, Kinoshita Yumie khang dinh chic chin minh khong nhin lam. Tua
nhu dé chimng minh cho 161 khai cua co, canh sat lai tim dugc mot nguoi
khac ciing tréng thay Fumiyo ngdi trén xich du. D6 1a ong chua sap hang ban
bach tudc vién nudng trudc ctra siéu thi. Gan tam gid, lac siéu thi sip dong
clra, Ong ta da rat ngac nhién khi thay mot phy nir dang ngdi trén cai xich du
gan d6. Nguoi phu nir theo miéu ta ctia dng, c¢6 1& chinh 13 Fumiyo. DPong
thoi, canh sat cling nhan dugc thong tin méi vé hanh tung cta Kirihara
Yosuke. Khoang sau gid chiéu ngay thr Sau, 6ng chu cira hang thudc nhin
thay Kirihara mot minh di trén dudng. Chu ctra hang thudc noi, 6ng ta von
dinh goi Kirihara, nhung thiy ong ay duong nhu dang voi nén lai thoi. Noi
ong ta trong thay Kirihara, vira khéo & gitta khu nha Yoshida va hién truong
phat hién ra xac chét. Udc doan thoi gian tir vong cua Kirihara 13 tir nim gio



dén tam gio, nén néu Fumiyo dimg 1én khoi xich du bén lap tirc chay dén
hién truong giét nguoi, thi ciing khong phai khong co kha nang. Nhung, da
sO cac nhan vién diéu tra déu cho rang kha niang d6 rat thap. Vén di, viéc kéo
dai thoi gian tir vong uéc luong dén tam gid da hoi co chit khién cudng roi.
Phuong phap suy doan thoi gian tir vong dua vao thirc dn chua tiéu hoa hét
trong da day vén cuc ky chinh xéc, c6 luc tham chi con chuan dén tan ting
phuat. Vay nén, kha nang cao 1a thoi gian tor vong roi vao khodng tur sau gio
dén bay gio. Ngoai ra con mot cin clr nita dé suy doan thoi gian gdy an
mudn nhat cling khong qué bay gio rudi, chinh 14 tinh trang & hién truong.
Cin phong phat hién ra xac chét khong ¢ thiét bi chiéu sang, ban ngay con
dd, nhung dén t6i, bén trong s& toi om nhu muc. Tuy nhién, trong thdi gian
tdoa nha d6i dién con bat dén, anh sang tir 46 s& hat nhe vao phong, di sang
dé sau khi mat nhin quen c6 thé nhan ra mit mii doi phuong. Toa nha ddi
dién sau bay rudi sé tit dén. Néu trude d6 Fumiyo d chuan bi san dén pin,
thi ciing van c6 kha ning gy an. Co diéu, nghi dén tdm 1y cta Kirihara,
trong tinh trang dy, kho ma tuéng tuong duoc ong ta lai khong hé co chut
canh giac nao. Tuy cho rang Fumiyo rat dang nghi, nhung ciing budc phai
thira nhan, kha ning ¢ ta gy an 1a rat thap.

Trong lic nghi ngd vé Nishimoto Fumiyo giam dan, nhiing diéu tra vién
khac lai c6 dugc thong tin méi lién quan téi tiém cam do Kirihara. Tién hanh
diéu tra cac khach hang gan nhat theo danh sach ctia Matsuura cung céap, ho
phat hién trong budi chiéu Kirihara Yosuke gap nan, c6 nguoi da dén tiém
cam d0 Kirihara. D6 1a mot phu nit, song ¢ Tatsumi, cach Oe may cay sO vé
phia Nam. Nguoi phy nit trung nién nay séng mot minh, ké tir sau khi chong
ba ta mac bénh qua doi nam kia, ba ta thuong xuyén ghé dén tiém cam do
Kirihara. S¢ di ba ta chon ti¢m Kirihara cach nha minh mét quang kha xa, la
vi khéng mudn bi ngudi quen nhin thay ra vao tiém cam do. Chiéu ngay thir
S4u xay ra an mang do, ba ta mang theo cip déng ho deo tay cing mua véi
chong hoi trudc dén tiém cam do Kirihara vao khoang nam gid rudi chiéu.
Nguoi phu nit néi, tuy tiém cam d6 van dang lam viéc, nhung ctra lai khoa.
Ba ta 4n chudng may lugt ma khong ai tra 10i. Cudi cung, ba ta danh phai roi
di, ra cho gﬁn déy mua thirc dn cho bita t6i, sau d6 trén duong vé nha mai
ghé qua lan nira. Bay gio khoang sdu gid rudi, nhung ctra van khoa. Ba ta
khong 4n chudng ma vé nha ba ngay sau, dem cam cip déng hd ¢ mot tiém
khac. Ba ta khong doc bao, mai dén khi c6 nhan vién diéu tra dén hoi, méi
biét chuyén Kirihara Yosuke bi giét. Nhitng thong tin nay duong nhién khién



t6 chuyén an chuyén huéng nghi ngd sang Kirihara Yaeko va Matsuura
Isamu. Bon ho ting khai rang hom ay ctra tiém m¢ dén bay gio toi.

Vay la, Sasagaki, Koga va hai vién canh sat nira lai dén tiém cam do
Kirihara.

Matsuura dang trong ti€ém tron tron hai mat, “Xin hoi rot cudc c6 chuyén
gi vay?”

“Ba chu cua anh c¢6 nha khong thé?” Sasagaki hoi.

C‘C(’) 2

“Phién anh goi ba ay dugc khong?”

Matsuura 10 vé kinh ngac, kéo canh ctra phia sau ra mot chut, “Canh sat
dén.”

Bén trong vang ra tiéng dong, cra m¢ rong hon, Yaeko mac ao len mau
trang va quan bo budc ra. Chi ta chau may nhin may canh sat. “Co chuyén gi
Véy?”

“Cé thé xin chi mgt chut thoi gian khong a? Chung t61 ¢6 chuyén mudn
hoi.” Sasagaki noi.

“Puoc thoi... c6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Bon t61 muon moi chi di mot 14t.” Mot vién canh sat di cung 1én tiéng,
“Ra quan ca phé dang kia, khong ton nhiéu thoi gian dau.”

Yaeko thoang 16 vé kho chiu, nhung van tra 161 “Puogc a”, sau d6 di dép
xang dan. Sasagaki trong thdy r0 chi ta lo lang li€c nhin Matsuura. Dé
Sasagaki va Koga & lai, hai vién canh sat dan Yaeko di. Ho vira ra khoi cira,
Sasagaki lién lai gan quay, “Toi cling c6 chuyén muon hoi anh Matsuura mot
chat.”

“Chuyén gi vay a?” Matsuura tuy van nd nu cudi than thién, nhung 1o
rang da co phong bi.

“Chuyén hom xay ra an mang. Sau khi diéu tra, chung t61 phat hién, c6
mot s su viec mau thuan véi 101 khai cua anh.” Sasagaki co ¥ no6i that cham.

“Mau thudn?” Nu cudi cia Matsuura nhu cung lai. Sasagaki thuat lai 10i

khai cua nguoi phu nir song ¢ Tatsumi, Matsuura cham chu lang nghe, nu
cuo1 trén mat hoan toan bién mat.



“Thé 1a thé nao? Anh ndi tiém mo dén bay gid, nhung c6 ngudi noi trong
khoang tr nam gio rudi dén sau gio rudi, cira tiém lai khoa chat. Noi thé nao
thi viéc nay ciling rat ky la, khong phai vay sao?” Sasagaki nhin thang vao
mat Matsuura.

Matsuura tranh 4nh mat ctia Sasagaki, nhin 1én tran nha. “Um, lac d6,”
Matsuura khoanh hai tay truéc nguc am u no1 vay ro1 vo tay danh “bop”,
“phai ro1! Dung l1a luc do! Toi nho ra roi. T61 dang ¢ trong kho.”

CCKhO‘?’,

“Kho bao hi€ém & bén trong. T61 nhd 1a ¢6 nod1 voi1 6ng ro1, chiung toi1 dé
nhiing do gia tri ma khach gui lai trong do6. Poi cac 6ng xem rdi bi€t ngay,
do 1a mot nha kho kién co c6 khoa. Tor muodn xac nhan lai mot s6 thir, nén
maoi vao trong, ¢ trong kho nhiéu khi cling khong nghe thay tiéng chuong
cua.”

“Nhirng luc nhu thé déu khong ¢6 ai trong tiém a?”

“Binh thudng thi c6 6ng chu, nhung luc @6 thi chi co6 mdi minh t6i nén
moi khoéa cura lat.”

“Ba chu va con trai thi sao?”

“Bon ho déu ¢ trong phong khach.”

“Néu la thé, hai ngudi ho nhat dinh phai nghe thay tiéng chuong cura
chu?”

“Um, viéc ndy...” Matsuura ngdp ngung mé miéng, im 1dng may gidy roi
maoi1 noi, “Co 1€ hg ¢ phong trong xem ti vi, nén khong nghe thay.”

Sasagaki nhin guong mat c6 xuong go ma nhd cao cuia Matsuura, ro1 bao
Koga, “Cau an chuong thir xem.”

“Vang.” Koga dap va di ra ctra. Tiéng chuong ctra 1ap tirc vang lén trén
dinh dau, am thanh c6 thé noéi 1a “ho1 choi tai”.

“Am thanh ciing 16n 1am ma.” Sasagaki néi, “T6i nghi, du xem ti vi chim
cha dén may, cling khong thé nao khong nghe thay duoc.”

Matsuura nhin mét, nhung van rin ra mot nu cudi guong gao, “Ba chu
xua nay khong dé€ y dén chuyén ctra tiém. Khach dén, co6 khi ba ay con chang
chao hoi tu té, Ryoji cling chua bao gio trong tieém. Co 1€ ho cling nghe thay



tiéng chudng, nhung ctr dé mic do.”

“Um, cit dé mac a2”

Ca nguoi phu nir tén Yaeko hay cdu bé tén Ryoji, dich thuc déu khong
giong mau nguoi chiu gitip d& chuyén kinh doanh trong tiém cam do.

“Xin hoi, co6 phai cac ong dang nghi ngo to1 khong? Hinh nhu cic ong
dang c6 ¥ &m chi to1 da giét ong chu.”

“Khong c6, khong c6.” Sasagaki xua tay, “Chi 1la mot khi phat hién co
mau thuan, thi du chuyén nhé bing hat vimg cling phai diéu tra rd rang, day
13 yéu cau co ban dé pha an. Néu cac vi hiéu dugc diém nay, thi ching toi dé
lam viéc 1dm.”

“Vay a? Du sao, canh sat cac vi co nghi ngd gi thi toi cling chang sg.”
Matsuura dé 16 ham rang hoi nga vang, ndi moc.

“Ciing khong han 1 nghi ngo, c6 diéu, tét nhat van phai c6 chung cir 16
rang dé ching minh. Vay la, trong khoang tir sau gio dén bay gio, co gi
ching thuc anh luoén & trong tiém hay khong?”

“Sau gio dén bay gio... ba chi va Ryoji déu co thé lam nhan chung, nhu
vay khong duoc a?”

“Nhan chimg, tot nhat 14 nhitng nguoi hoan toan khong lién quan dén su
viéc nay.”

“N6i nhu vay, co6 khac nao bao ching t6i 1a dong pham!” Matsuura gian
dir trimg mat 1én.

“Canh sat can phai nghi dén tat ca moi kha ning c6 thé xay ra.” Sasagaki
diém dam trd 10i.

“That nyc cuoi! Giét dng chi dbi véi tdi c6 loi gi cht? Ong 4y tuy & bén
ngoai thi vung tién nhu nude, nhung thuc chat co tai san gi dau.”

Sasagaki khong tra 10i, chi mim cudi tham nhu, khién cho tay Matsuura
nhat thoi tire gian 16 ra thém chut thong tin ciing khong phai 13 té. Nhung
Matsuura khong noi gi thém nira.

“Sau gio dén bay gio? Néu nghe dién thoai thi ¢6 tinh khéng?”

“Dién thoai? Vo1 ai?”



“Nguoi ¢ nghi¢p doan, thao luan viéc tu hop thang sau.”

“La anh goi dién di1 a?”

“Um, khong, 1a bon ho goi t61.”

“Khoang may gid vay?”

“Lan dau tién 1a khoang sau gid, khoang ba muoi phut sau thi goi lai lan
nta.”

“Goi hai lan a?”

“Vang.”

Sasagaki sap xép lai truc thoi gian trong dau. Néu Matsuura noi that thi
trong khoang sau gio dén sau gio rudi, anh ta c6 chung ctir khong c6 mat &
hién truong. Ong lay day lam tién dé dé suy xét kha ning Matsuura c6 phai
hung thu hay khong. Rat kho, ong dua ra két luan.

Sasagaki lai hoi ho tén va céach lién hé voi1 nguoi ¢ nghiép doan goi dién
dén, Matsuura lay tap danh thi€p ra tim kiém. Pung ltc ay, ctra cau thang mé
ra. Trong khe ctra he hé xuat hién guong mat cau bé. Phat hién ra anh mat
ctia Sasagaki, Ryoji tirc thi dong ctra lai, sau d6 1a tiéng budc chan chay 1én
cau thang.

“Cau bé nha Kirihara ¢ nha a?”

“A? Vang, cau éy vira tan hoc ve.”

“Téi ¢ thé 1én d6 mot chut dugc khong?” Sasagaki chi tay vé phia cau
thang.

“Lén tang hai?”
“Vang.”
“Chuyén nay... téi nghi la khong c6 van dé gi dau.”

Sasagaki dan do Koga, “Cau ghi lai dia chi lién hé cua nguoi ¢ nghiép
doan, rdi nhd anh Matsuura dan vao xem kho bao hiém.” Poan ong bat dau
thdo giay.

Ong m& cira, nhin 1én cau thang, chi thay toi tim u 4m, day mui voi ve, bé
mit cau thang gb trai qua nhiéu nam da bi bit tit mai cho den bong. Sasagaki
vin tay vao tudng, can than di 1én. Pén cudi cu thang, ¢ hai gian phong d6i



dién nhau, cach mot hanh lang nho hep, mot bén 1a ctra kéo ki€éu Nhat, mot
bén la ctra ¢o 6 kinh vudng. Cu61 hanh lang cling c6 mot canh ctra, nhung c6
1€ néu khong phai kho chira do6 thi cling la nha vé sinh.

“Ryoji, bac 1a canh sat, c6 thé hoi chau vai cau dugc khong?” Sasagaki
dirng ngoai hanh lang cat tiéng hoi.

Poi mot lac ma khong co tiéng tra 1oi. Pung lac Sasagaki hit mot hoi,
dinh héi lai lan nita, thi nghe tiéng “cach” sau canh ctra kéo kiéu Nhat.
Sasagaki kéo cura ra. Ryoji dang ngoi trudc ban hoc nén chi nhin thay lung
cau bé.

“C6 thé lam phién chau mot chat khong?” Sasagaki budc vao phong. Déy
la mot g1an phong kiéu Nhat rong ching mudi mét Vuong, c6 18 cira so
huéng vé phia TAy Nam, anh mit troi tran tré tia vao qua cira so.

“Chau chang biét gi ca.” Ryoji van xoay lung lai voi ong.

“Khoéng sao, chuyén gi khong biét thi ctr noi 1a khong biét, bac chi tham
khao thoi. Bac ngdi day duoc khong?” Sasagaki chi vao cai ném ngoi trén
chiu tatami.

Ryoji ngoanh dau lai nhin mdt cai, roi tra 161, “Mo1 bac ngoi.”
Sasagaki ngd1 xép bang, ngang dau nhin cau bé ngdi trén ghé. “Chuyén bo
chau... bac rat tiéc.”

Ryoji khong tra 101, vin quay lung lai voi Sasagaki. Sasagaki ddo mat
quan sat can phong. Phong ¢ duoc don dep tuwong dbi sach s&. Doi véi
phong cuia mot hoc sinh cép mdt, thim chi con khién nguoi ta c6 cam giac
hoi gian di. Trong phong khong dan poster cua Yamaguchi Momoe hoac
Sakurada Junko, ciing khong trang tri tranh anh xe dua siéu cép. Trén gia
sach khong c6 truyén tranh, chi c¢é cac sach pho cap kién thirc khoa hoc cho
nhi déng nhu Béch khoa toan thu, Ciu tao xe hoi, Cu tao ti vi. Thit thu hut
su chil y cuia Sasagaki 1a khung anh treo trén tuong, bén trong la mot con
thuyén budm cat tir gidy tring, dén ca diy thing ciing duoc thé hién mot
cach rat khéo 1éo. Sasagaki nhd 13 minh d timg xem nghé nhan cat gidy bicu
dién trong budi lién hoan, nhung tac pham nay tinh xao hon nhiéu. “Cai nay
dep that diy! Chau lam a?”

Ryoji liéc nhin khung anh mot cai, khe khé gat dau.



“Um!” Sasagaki that 10ng thét 1én mot tiéng kinh ngac, “Chau khéo tay
qua, cai ndy mang di bay ban ciing dugc ay cha.”

“Bac muon hoi gi chau a?” Ryoji duong nhu khong c6 tam trang noi
chuyén gau véi nguoi dan ong trung ni€n la mét nay.

“A, nhac mdi1 nho,” Sasagaki diéu chinh lai tu thé ngdi, “hdm ay chau ¢
nha dung khong nhi?”

“HoOm nao a?”

“Hom bd chau qua doi ay.”

“A... vang, chau ¢ nha.”

“Tur khoang sau gio dén bay gid, chau lam gi?”

“Sau gid dén bay gio?”

“U, khong nhé nira ha?”

Cau bé nghiéng nghiéng dau, sau d6 tra 101, “Chau ¢ dudi nha xem ti vi.”
“Mot minh chau xem a?”

“Xem vé1 me chau.”

“A.” Sasagaki gat gat dau. Giong cau bé van khong c6 vé gi 1a s¢ hii.
“Béc xin 16i, nhung chau co thé nhin bac noi chuyén dugc khong?”

Ryoji thd ra mot hoi, cham cham xoay ghé lai. Sasagaki nghi, anh mat cau
bé han phai day su phan khang. Thé nhung, trong 4nh mat cti nhin ngudi
canh sat cta cu lai khong hé c¢6 vé ¥. Anh mat cau tham chi con co thé néi
1a “trong rong”, giong nhu mot nha khoa hoc dang tién hanh quan sat mau
vat ctia minh vay. Sasagaki thim nghi, ciu bé dang quan sat minh sao?

“Chau xem dén may gio?”

“Khoang bay gi0 rudi.”

“Sau do thi sao?”

“An com tdi v6i me chau a.”

“Thé a. B6 chau khong vé, hai me con han phai lo lang 1dm nhi.”

“Um...” Ryoji khe kh& tra 101, sau do lai thé dai mot tiéng nhin ra cira so.



Bi anh hudng tir cau bé, Sasagaki cling dua mat nhin theo, bau troi hoang
hon do ruc.

“Bac lam mat thoi gian cua chau r61. Hoc hanh cham chi nhé.” Sasagaki
dirng day, vo vo lén vai cau bé.

Sasagaki va Koga trd lai to chuyén an, di chiéu lai 16i khai véi hai vién
canh sat hoi Yaeko, khong phat hién ra méau thudn gi 16n giita 10i ké cua
Matsuura va Yaeko ca. Gidng nhu Matsuura, Yacko cling néi ltic nguoi phy
nit kia dén, chi ta dang xem ti vi v6i Ryoji ¢ phong trong. Chi ta néi, c6 18
nghe thay tiéng chudng cira, nhung khong nhé lam, tiép khach khong phai
viéc ctia chi ta, nén ciing khong dé tam. Yaeko con bao, chi ta khong biét lac
minh dang xem ti vi thi Matsuura lam gi. Ngoai ra nd1 dung chuong trinh ti
vi ma Yaeko ké lai dai dé ciing twong dong voi Ryoji. Néu chi c6 Yaeko va
Matsuura, mudn théng déng 16i khai tir truée khong phai viéc kho. Nhung ca
Ryoji con trai nan nhan citing c6 mat, thi lai 1a chuyén khac. Co6 1€ bon ho noi
that... Bau khong khi trong to chuyén 4n mdi lic mot ning né.

Su viéc nay nhanh chong duoc xac minh. Ca dién thoai ma Matsuura noi
dung 1a duoc goi dén vao khoang sau gid va sau gio rudi ngay hom d6. Can
su nghi¢p doan cam d6 go1 dién to61 da ching thuc nguoi ndi chuyén véi anh
ta chinh 1a Matsuura. Cudc diéu tra lai tr& vé diém xuat phat. Canh sat tiép
tuc tham van cac khach hang quen cua tiém cam d6 Kirihara. Thoi gian c@r
tr6i di. O giai bong chay chuyén nghiép, ddi Yomiuri Giants gianh chiic vo
dich Central Leage 1an tht chin lién tiép. Esaki Reona phat hién ra hiéu tmg
duong ham luong tir ca chat ban din gianh dugc giai Nobel Vat 1y. Pong
thoi, bi anh hudng tir chién tranh Trung Péng, gia dau ¢ Nhat Ban ngay mot
tang cao. Bau khong khi trudc con bio t6 bao trim ca nudc Nhat.

Khi t6 chuyén &n bat dau non noéng, thi chot nhan dugc mdt manh moi
moi. Manh moi nay do vién canh sat phu trach diéu tra Nishimoto Fumiyo
tim ra.
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Tiém Kikuya c6 canh cura br?mg gb bach 1a mot tiém mi udon nhd, sach sg.
Ngoai ctra treo mot tdm vai che mau xanh sim, bién hiéu duoc ghi béng chir
tréng. Cura tiém 1am an c6 vé rat tot, méi sang da co khach, dén tin hon mét
gio chiéu, khach van ¢t ra vao nudm nuop. Mot gio rudi, mot chiéc xe chd



hang mau trang dimg lai cach cira tiém mot quing xa. Trén than xe son mot
hang chir den 16n: Thuong mai Ageha.

Nguoi dan 6ng ngdi sau vo ling xudng xe. Anh ta mic 4o jacket xam,
dang nguoi thap dam, thoat trong khoang chirng bén muoi tudi. Bén trong 40
jacket la so mi trang, deo ca vat. Anh ta di thang vao ti¢ém Kikuya, vé voi va.

“Tin tirc qua khong sai, ding 12 xuat hién vao khoang mot gio rudi.”
Sasagaki nhin dong ho, than phuc néi. Ong dang ngdi trong quan ca phé doi
dién voi1 tiem Kikuya, tr day c6 thé quan sat tinh hinh bén ngoai qua ctra
kinh.

“Con mot thong tin b6 sung nita, y dang & trong do6 dan mi tempura.”
Nguoi vua 1én tiéng 1a vién canh sat hinh sy Kanamura ngdi doi dién véi
Tengo. Anh mim cuo1i, d€ 10 ham rang bi thiéu mot chiéc rang cira.

“Mi tempura? That khong day?”

“To1 ¢ the cuge vaotl anh. Toi da cung vao vai lan va tan mat thay ma.
Terasaki lic nao cling goi mén mi tempura.”

“Hurm, y 4n chang biét chan 1a gi ca nhi.” Anh mat Sasagaki dich chuyén
tré lai phia tiém Kikuya. Nhac dén mi udon lam ong nhé ra minh chua an gi.

Tuy Nishimoto Fumiyo c6 ching ¢t ngoai pham, nhung nghi van doi voi
¢ ta van khong duoc loai trir hoan toan. Viéc co ta la ngudi cudi clng
Kirihara Yosuke gip luc con song da khién t6 chuyén an khong thé dat bo
nghi ngd. Néu cb ta lién quan dén an mang cua Kirihara thi diéu dau tién ho
nghi téi chinh 13 ¢6 ta han phai c6 déng pham. Phai ching ba qua phu
Fumiyo c¢6 tinh nhan tré tudi... canh sat da dua trén suy luan nay dé lam xuét
phat diém diéu tra, cudi ciing phét hién ra Terasaki Tadao.

Terasaki chuyén ban budén do trang diém, my pham, nudc goi dau va
thudc tay rira. Anh ta khong chi giao budn cho céac tiém ban 1¢, ma con nhan
don dit hang truc tiép cta khach roi tuw minh dua hang téi. Tuy co cong ty
tén 1a “Thuong mai Ageha”, nhung ngoai anh ta ra thi khong con nhan vién
nao khac. Canh sat dé y dén Terasaki, 1 boi ho nghe ngong duge mot so tin
ddn & khu nha Yoshida noi Nishimoto Fumiyo ¢. M6t ba ndi tro gén do da
mAy 1an trong thly mot nguoi dan ong lai xe ché hang mau tring vao nha
ctia Nishimoto. Chi ta néi trén xe chd hang duong nhu c6 dé tén cong ty, chi
1a chi ta cling khong nhin rd 1am. Canh st tiép tuc theo ddi xung quanh khu



nha Yoshida, nhung chiéc xe chd hang dugc nhic dén ay mai van khong
xut hién, vé sau, méi phat hién ra chiéc xe kha nghi d6 ¢ noi khac. Mdt
nguoi dan ong ngdy nao cling dén an trua ¢ tiém mi Kikuya noi Fumiyo 1am
viéc di trén chiéc xe ché hang mau trang. Tur tén cong ty Thuong mai Ageha
trén than xe, 1ap ttrc c6 thé diéu tra ra than phan cta ngudi dan ong ay.

“Q, ra r6i.” Koga néi. Ho nhin thay Terasaki budc ra khoi Klkuya nhung
khong tré lai xe ngay, ma nan lai trudc cta tiém. Diéu nay ciing giéng voi
nhiing gi dugc ghi trong bao cdo cua nhom Kanamura.

Khong lau sau, Fumiyo deo tap dé trang tu trong tiém budc ra. Hai nguoi
no6i voi nhau vai cau ro61 Fumiyo tré vao trong tiém, Terasaki di vé phia 6 t0,
ca hai déu khong c6 vé gi e ngai anh mat cua nhirng nguoi khac.

“Um, di thoi.” Sasagaki dui diéu thudc Peace vao gat tan, nhom nguoi
ding day.

Terasaki vira mé ctra xe, Koga bén cat tiéng goi. Terasaki ngac nhién tron
tron hai mat, ké do lai trong théy Sasagaki va Kanamura, nét mat anh ta lién
cting do. Khi canh sat noi mudn héi vai van dé, Terasaki to ra tuong ddi hop
tac. Ho hoi anh ta xem c6 mudn tim ctra tiém nao d6 ngdi khong, nhung
Tarasaki noi ngdi trong xe ludn ciing duge. Vay 13, bon ngudi bén chui vao
chiéc xe hang nho. Terasaki ngdi trén ghé 14i, ghé phu 1a Sasagaki, Koga va
Kanamura ngdi ghé sau. Trudc tién Sasagaki hoi anh ta co biét vu an 6ng
cha tiém cam dd & Oe bi sat hai hay khong, Terasaki nhin thiang vé phia
trude, gat dau “Toi xem trén bao va ti vi rdi. Nhung vu 4n dé thi lién quan gi
to1 to1 chu?”

“Noi nan nhan Kirihara xuét hién 1an cudi cung 1a nha cua chi Nishimoto.
Tat nhién 1a anh quen chi Nishimoto dung khong?”

C6 thé thay 16 Terasaki dang nudt nudc bot. Anh ta dang nghi xem phai
tré 101 nhu thé nao.

“Chi Nishimoto... ¥ anh 1a, nguo1 phuy nit lam viéc trong tiém mi udon do
ha? Ping, co6 thé coi nhu td1 quen biét chi ay.”

“Chiing t6i cho rang, chi Nishimoto ¢ thé lién quan dén vy an nay.”
“Chi Nishimoto? Sao c¢6 thé duoc chir?”’ Terasaki nhéch mi¢ng cuoi.

“Cha, c6 van dé gi sao?”



“Di nhién, chi ay lam sao lai lién quan dén mdt vu an mang nhu thé
duoc.”

“Hai ngudi chi col nhu c6 quen bi€t, ma anh lai bénh chi ta nhi!”
“To1 dau co6 bénh gi ch.”
“Cé nguoi thuong thay mot chiéc xe chd hang mau trang ¢ gan khu chung

cu Yoshida, con néi nguoi lai xe thuong xuyén ra vao nha chi Nishimoto.
Anh Terasaki, c6 phai d6 1a anh khong?”

Cau hoi cua Sasagaki o rang da khién Terasaki hét sirc boi r6i. Anh ta
liém liém moi, ndi, “To1 tim chi Ay vi cong viée thoi.”

“Cong viéc?”

“Toi giao cac thir chi Ay mua t6i, may th kiéu nhu d6 trang diém va thudc
tay rtra, c6 vay thoi.”

“Anh Terasaki, dimg noi déi nita. Chuyén nay chi can diéu tra mot chit 1a
biet ngay. Nguoi nhin thady no6i, anh dén chd chi Nishimoto kha thuong
xuyén, khong phai vay sao? D06 trang di€ém va thudc tay rira can phai dua
thuong xuyén nhu thé a?” Terasaki khoanh tay, mat nham lai. Chac dang suy
nghi xem nén tra 101 the nao.

“Anh Terasaki ndy, gio ma anh noi déi, thi s& phai n6i déi mai. Chung toi
s€¢ ti€p tuc gidm sat anh chat ché, cho cho dén khi nao anh gip chi
Nishimoto. Nhu vay anh s€ xir 1y thé nao? Anh dinh ca doi nay khong gap
chi ay nira sao? Anh lam dugc khong? Phién anh noi1 thuc cho chung to1 biét,
quan h¢ gitta anh va chi Nishimoto c6 gi dac biét?”

Terasaki van tram ngam mot luc 1au. Sasagaki khong noi gi, chi ling 18
quan sat phan trng cua doi phuong.

Cubi cung, Terasaki thé héit ra mot hoi, md mat, “Téi nghi nhu vay cling
khong c6 van dé gi. To1 doc than, con chong c6 ay cling chét ro1.”

“C6 thé hiéu d6 13 quan hé nam nir khong?”’

“Chung t61 qua lai mot cach nghiém tac.” Gigng Terasaki hoi rit 1én.

“Bit dau tir khi nao?”

“Ca di€u do cling phai noi a?”



“Xin 16i, d¢ 1am tu liéu tham khao thoi.” Sasagaki nd mot nu cudi diém
dam.

“Khoang ntra nam trudc.” Terasaki danh mat lai tra 101.

“Vi duyén cd gi ma bat dau quan hé?”

“Chang c6 gi dic biét ca. Thudng gip nhau trong ctra tiém, roi than.”

“Chi Nishimoto ké nhitng gi vé ong Kirihara véi anh?”

“Chi noi, d6 1a 6ng chu tiém cam d6 co ay hay t6i.”

“Chi Nishimoto c¢6 nhic dén viéc ong 4y thinh thoang dén nha minh
khong?”

“C6 ay nobi, ong ta cd dén vai 1an.”

“Nghe chi 4y noi thé, anh thay thé nao?”

Cau hoi cua Sasagaki khién Terasaki nhiu may lai to vé khong vui, “Y anh
la sao?”

“Anh khong cho rang 6ng Kirihara ¢6 y d6 gi khac sao?”
“Nghi miy chuyén 4y thi ich gi? Fumiyo ching bao gio dé ¥ dén ong ta
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ca.

“Nhung chi Nishimoto hinh nhu da nhan kha nhiéu sy chiéu c6 cua ong
Kirihara, n61 khong chung cling nhan ca trg giip v€ mat tién bac nira. Nhu
vay, néu doi1 phuong birc bach qua, chang phai la rat khoé tir choi sao?”

“Chuyén nay toi chua bao gid nghe néi téi. Xin hoi, rét cudc dng mudn
noi gi vay?”

“Chung t61 chi suy ludn theo 1€ thuong thoi, mot nguoi dan 6ng thuong
xuyén ra vao nha ngudi phu nit anh c6 qua lai, nguoi phu nit dé vi thuong
xuyén nhan duogc uu dai dic biét tir 6ng ta, nén ciing khong thé tiép don qua
loa co 1&. Vé sau, nguoi dan ong Ay lai duge dang chan lan dang dau cw lién
tuc don ¢p, l1a ban trai nguoi phu nir do, néu biét chuyén nay, han sé& rat tic
gian...”

“Ong mudn noi 1a vi vy ma t6i ndi xung 1én giét ong ta, phai khong? Xin
ong ding noéi linh tinh nita, t6i dau c¢6 ngu dén mutc d6.” Terasaki cao giong,
lam chan dong ca khong gian chat hep bén trong chiéc xe chd hang nho.



“Pay thuan thy chi 1a suy doan, toi rat xin 16 néu nhu khién anh kho chiu.
Vay, khoang sau dén bay gid tdi ngay th Sau, 12 thang nay, anh dang &
dau?”

“Piéu tra chimg cr ngoai pham a?” Terasaki nhuéng mat. “Pung vay.”
Sasagaki cudi cudi voi anh ta. Vi dao nay phim hinh sy rat thinh hanh, cum
tu “chirng cr ngoai pham” da tr¢ nén rat thong dung.

Terasaki lay mot cudn s6 nho, md phan lich ngay ra. “Chiéu toi ngay 12
to1 & Toyonaka, di dua hang cho khach.”

“Khoang may gio?”

“T6i nghi, dén d6 1a khoang sau gio.”

Néu day 1a sy that, vay thi anh ta ¢ chimg clt ngoai pham. Chuyén nay lai
hut nira r61, Sasagaki nghi. “Anh giao hang cho khach chua?”

“Chua, hom éy bi 16 hen vd1 khach. Khach khong c6 nha, té1 kep danh
thiép o cura ro1 tré ve.”

“Khach khong biét anh s& dén 4?”

“Toi ¢6 lién lac roi. Trude do, t6i co6 ndi qua dién thoai 1a ngay 12 s& tdi,
nhung c6 vé toi ndi khong rd 1am nguoi ta khong hiéu.”

“No1 nhu vay, anh khong gap ai ¢ d6 ma da tr& vé ludn, phai khong?”

“Pung thé, nhung toi da d¢é lai danh thiép.”

Sasagaki gat dau tham nghi, chuyén d6 lam lic nao chang dugc.

Sau khi hoi Terasaki dia chi va sd dién thoai ctia ngudi khach kia,
Sasagaki quyét dinh tha cho anh ta di.

Vé to chuyén an bao cdo xong, nhu thuong 18, Nakatsuka lai hoéi quan
diém cua Sasagaki.

“Nam muoi nam muoi.” Sasagaki thanh thuc tra 101, “khong c6 chiung ctr
ngoai pham, lai c6 dong co gay an. Néu cung Nishimoto Fumiyo bat tay gay
an, han c6 thé tién hanh mot cach thuan lgi. Chi c6 mét diém tuong doi ky
la, néu bon ho ding 1a hung thu, vdy thi hanh dong tiép sau diy cua hai
ngudi ndy hinh nhu hoi qua khinh suat thi phai. Nhung Terasaki lai van nhu
trudce, cir dén trua la té1 tiém Fumiyo lam viéc an mi udon. Piém nay thi to1
nghi khong thong dugce.”



Nakatsu ling im ling nghe ¥ kién cta cap dudi. Cip mdi khép chit tré
xubng & hai dau, chirmg minh éng ciing c6 chung v kién.

Canh sat tién hanh diéu tra triét dé d6i véi Terasaki. Anh ta séng mot
minh trong cin ho thué ¢ quan Hiremo, ting két hon, nim nam trudc da thoa
thuan ly hon. Panh gia cta khach hang d6i véi anh ta rat tot, 1am viéc nhanh
nhen, yéu cau kho khin thé nao cling dap tng duoc, gia ca lai rat thap. Ddi
v6i cac chii clra hang ban 1¢, anh ta 1a nha cung cap 1y tuong. Puong nhién,
cling khong thé vi vy ma nhan dinh anh ta khong c6 kha ning giy 4n mang.
Ngoai ra viéc lam an cta anh ta chi c6 thé coi 1a gang guong chéo chéng,
véo chd nay bu chd kia, lai cang khién canh sat cha ¥ hon.

“T6i nghi anh ta c6 y dinh giét Kirihara vi ong nay cr bam riét lay
Fumiyo, nhung ciing c6 thé anh ta md mat trudc s tien mot triéu yén
Kirihara mang theo.” Vién canh sat diéu tra tinh hinh kinh doanh cua
Terasaki phan tich nhu vay trong cudc hop, dai da s6 thanh vién to chuyén
an ciing dong tinh.

D3 x4c nhan xong viéc Terasaki khong co bang ching ngoai pham. Diéu
tra vién da dén cin nha ma anh ta néi 1a dé lai danh thiép, tim hiéu duoc chu
nha hom d6 di tham ho hang & xa, mai dén mudi mot gio dém méi vé. Trén
ctra ding 1 c6 gai mot tAm danh thiép cua Terasaki, nhung nhu vay chua du
dé doan dinh anh ta dén ddy vao thoi diém nao. Ngoai ra doi voi ciu hoi
Terasaki c¢6 hen trude vao ngay 12 hay khong, ba chu nha do tra 161, “Anh ta
no6i s& dén vao mot ngdy nao d6 trong khoang thoi gian ndy, nhung t6i khong
nhd 1a ¢6 hen vao ngay 12.” Tham chi chi ta con thém mot cau, “To1 nhé
trong dién thoai c6 ndi vo1 anh Terasaki, ngay 12 t61 khong ranh.”

Loi khai ndy co ¥ nghia rat 1on. Nghia 13, ¢6 thé cho rang Terasaki biét rd
khach hang nay khong c6 nha, nhung sau khi gy an van dén nha chi ta dé lai
danh thiép, ¥ d6 nguy tao bang chimg ngoai pham.

Sy nghi ngd cua cac diéu tra vién dbi voi Terasaki, co thé ndi da ¢ mirc
bao dong.

Thé nhung, khong c6 vat chimg ndo hét. Trong cac soi 1ong, toc thu thap
duoc ¢ hién trudng, khong co soi ndo gidng véi cua Terasaki, ca dau van tay
cling vdy. Khong ¢6 10 chirng nao 1a da nhin thay anh ta. Gia du Nishimoto
Fumiyo va Terasaki 1a dong pham, hai nguoi han phai co lién lac v6i nhau,
nhung canh sat ciing khong phat hién duoc ddu vét gi cua viéc nay. Mot vai



canh sat giau kinh nghiém chu truong bat giam trude rdi tién hanh tham van
triét dé, co 18 hung thi s& cung khai. Nhung trong tinh hudng hién nay, canh
sat thuc sy khong thé xin dugce I¢nh bat.

7

Mot thang troi qua ma khong co tién trién gi. Cac thanh vién to chuyén an
sau nhiéu ngdy ngu lai co quan dan dan trd vé nha, Sasagaki cling ngam
minh trong chiéc bon tam 16n di 1au khong sir dung ctia nha minh. Ong va
vo song trong khu cin ho trude cira ga Kintetsu Yao. Katsuko, vo ong 16n
hon 6ng ba tudi. Hai ngudi khong cé con.

Sang sém hom sau, Sasagaki dang ngu trong chin thi bi tiéng on lam thirc
giac. Katsuko dang thay quan 4o, kim dong ho vura chi bay gio. “Sém vay,
minh lam gi thé? Pinh d1 dau a?” Sasagaki nam trong chan hoi.

“A! Xin 18i, danh thirc minh r6i. Em ra siéu thi mua d6.”

“Mua d6? Sém thé a?”

“Khéng di som xép hang, khong khéo lai khong kip mat.”

“Khéng kip? Minh mua gi thé?”

“Con phai hoi a? Di nhién 1a mua gidy vé sinh roi.”

“Gidy vé sinh?”

“Hom qua em ciing di roi. Quy dinh 1a mdi ngudi chi dugc mua mot bich,
thuc ra em cling muon goi minh cung di day.”

“Mua nhiéu gidy vé sinh thé lam gi?”

“Khong c6 thoi gian giai thich véi1 minh nita, em di trude day.” Katsuko
khoéc chiéc 4o len 1ong ctru cai khuy 1én r6i cam vi tién voi vo1 vang vang di
ra clra. Sasagaki chang hicu gi ca. Dao gan day trong dau 6ng chi nghi
chuyén diéu tra pha &n, gan nhu khong quan tdm trén thé gidi dang xay ra

chuyén gi. Ong c6 nghe 13 dau mo bi thiéu, nhung khong hiéu tai sao phai di
mua gidy vé sinh, lai con vira sang sém da di xép hang nira.

Poi Katsuko vé phai hoi k¥ méi duoc, 6ng tham nhu trong 10ng rdi nham
mat lai. Chi mdt choc sau, chuong dién thoai reo 1én. Ong lat ngudi trong
chan, vuon tay véi lay chiéc dién thoai mau den dé ¢ cudi giuong. Pau hoi



nhurc, hai mat van chua mé ra duoc.
“A 10, Sasagaki nghe.”

Hon mudi gidy sau, 6ng bat day khoi dong chan, con budn ngu da hoan
toan tan bién.

Cu dién thoai do6 thong bao cai chét ciia Terasaki Tadao. Chét trén duong
cao toc Osaka Kobe. Vong cua khong du rdng, huc vao dai phan cach, mdt
trudng hop dién hinh cta viéc nga gat khi lai xe. Luc d6 trén xe chd hang
ctia anh ta c6 mot luong 16n xa phong va thudc tay rira. Sau ndy Sasagaki
moi biét, sau gidy vé sinh, dan chung bat dau tranh nhau mua tich trir cac
mit hang nay, vi khach hang muén nhap thém, Terasaki d& khong ngu nghi
gi, di khap noi thu xép kiém moéi hang.

Sasagaki va méy nguoi nira dén noi & cta Terasaki luc soat, dinh tim vat
chung lién quan dén vu sat hai Kirihara Yosuke, nhung khong thé phu nhan,
d6 13 mot hanh dong udng cong phi strc. DU ¢6 phat hién gi ching nia, thi
hung thu ciing khong con trén thé gian nay. Khong lau sau d6, mot canh sat
phat hién ra vat ching quan trong bén trong thung xe cho hang, chiéc bat lira
Dunhill, hinh chit nhat, géc canh 1o rang. Moi thanh vién t6 chuyén an déu
nhd 10, Kirihara Yosuke cling bi mat mot cai y hét thé. Thé nhung, trén chiéc
bat Ira nay khong phat hién ra van tay cua Kirihara Yosuke. N6i chinh xac
hon, trén d6 khong c6 véan tay cua bat cit ngudi ndo... nhu thé da dugc lau
bang vai hay thtr gi d6 tuong tu.

Canh sat cho Kirihara Yaeko xem chiéc bat lira, nhung chi ta chi hoang
mang lac dau noi, giéng thi giéng that diy, song khong thé khang dinh ¢
phai 13 vat ctia chong minh hay khong. Phia canh sat 10ng nhu lira dét, lai goi
Nishimoto Fumiyo tham van, tim dd moi cach khién co ta thira nhan. Vién
canh sat phu trach thim van thim chi con ngdm ngam am chi da x4ac nhan
chi€c bat lira d6 dich thuc 1a cia Kirihara.

“Du suy luan thé ndo, thi Terasaki c6 thi nay cling 1a mot diéu hét strc ky
la. Khong phai ¢ lay trén ngudi nan nhan dua cho anh ta, thi 1a Terasaki tu
lay, chi c¢6 hai kha nang nay thoi. Rot cude 1a thé nao? C6 néi di!” Vién canh
sat phu trach tham van dua bat ltra cho Nishimoto Fumiyo xem, ép co ta phai
khai nhan.

Nhung Nishimoto van mdt myuc phu nhan, thai do khong chut dao dong.
Cai chét cua Terasaki co 1€ khién co ta khd s6c nhung tur thai do cua o ta,



khong hé nhan ra vé ngap nging do du.

Nhét dinh c6 nham 13n & dau do, ching ta di di vao mot con dudng hoan
toan sai lam... Sasagaki & bén canh quan sat toan bd qua trinh tham van, tu
nhu.
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Vira doc ban tin thé thao, Tagawa Toshio vira nhé lai tran dau tbi qua, tam
trang kho chiu lai mot 14n nita cudn trao. POi Yomiuri Giants thua rdi thi
thoi, van dé 1a qua trinh trin dau ay. Vao thoi diém quan trong nhat,
Nagashima lai khong danh dugc. Tay danh bong s6 4 xua nay van 1a tru cot
chéng d& cho d6i Giants ludén gianh phan thang, trong sudt tran diu hém qua
da thé hién hét stc nira voi, khién dam dong khan gia s6t hét ca rudt. Vao
thoi diém can thiét nhat; anh ay nhat dinh s& khong phu long khan gia, dé
m&i 12 Nagashima Shigeo! Du ¢t dénh c6 bi tiép sat thi cling phai danh mot
ct khién cac fan thoa long, d6 méi 1a ban linh dan 6ng ctia ngudi duoce goi 1a
Mr. Giant chu!

Nhung mua bong nay lai rat bat thuong. Khong, hai ba nim trude da xuat
hién d4u hiéu roi, nhung Tagawa khong mudn chép nhan sy thuc tan khbc
ay, méi cd y 10 di dén tan bay gid. Anh ludn tu néi v6i minh, chuyén nay
khong thé xay ra voi Mr. Giants duoc. Thé nhung, nhin vao su thyc trudce
mat, du 12 mot fan trung thanh cta Nagashima tir thud thiéu thoi, Tagawa
van budc phai thira nhan, bat ctr ai dén mot ngay ndo d6 cling phai gia di,
diu tuyén thu tai ning noi tiéng dén may, cling phai c6 ngay roi xa san bong.
Nhin burc anh Nagashima nhiu chat 16ng may sau khi bi “strike out”, Tagawa
tham nghi, c¢6 1& 1a nim nay r6i. Tuy mua bong méi bat dau, nhung ctr da
ndy, chua dén mua hé, moi nguoi chic sé bat ddu x6n xao ban tan chuyén
Nagashima giai nghé. Tagawa c6 mot du cam chang lanh, néu doi Giants
khong thé doat chirc vo dich, viéc nay rat c6 kha ning, nim nay muén gianh
chirc vo dich thuc su qua kho. Tuy nam ngoai, do1 Giants da dat ky luc vo
dich chin 1an lién tiép v6i khi thé ap dao, nhung ai ai ciing thiy rd nhu ban
ngay, ca doi bong da bat ddu mét moi, Nagashima chinh 1a minh chimg cho
diéu d6. Ludt mit xem qua bai bao noi vé tran théng cua do1 Chumchi
Dragons xong, Tagawa gap b4o lai. Anh ngudc nhin dong ho trén tuong, da
bbn gid hon. Hém nay chic khong c6 khach nita rdi, anh ty nhi. Trudc ngay



phat lwong, hiém c6 ngudi nao dén tra tién thué phong.

Pang ha miéng ngap vat, anh chot trong thay phia sau canh cira kinh dan
thong bao thip thoang bong nguoi. Nhin cai chan 16 ra 1a biét khong phai
nguoi 1on. Chiéc bong Ay di gidy thé thao. Tagawa nghi, chic 1a dtra hoc
sinh cap I nao day tan hoc vé dung lai doc thong bao giét thoi gian. Nhung
miy gidy sau, canh cira kinh md ra. Mot c6 bé mic 4o so mi, bén ngoai
khoac 40 len cai khuy e dé budc vao. Poi mat tron to khién ngudi ta lién
tudng dén mot gidng meéo quy gdy cho Tagawa an tugng siu sic. Co vé cd
bé 13 hoc sinh cudi cap 1.

“Co chuyén gi vay?” Tagawa hoi, chinh anh cling cam thay giong minh rat
diu dang. Néu ngudi day ctra budc vao 13 ddm nhai ban thiu mat la may 1ét &
gan ddy, giong anh ta chac han sé& rat lanh lung ho hitng, khong thé so véi
ltc nay dugc.

“Chao chu a, chau ho Nishimoto.”
“Nishimoto? Nishimoto nao nhi?”
“Nishimoto ¢ khu nha Yoshida 4y a.”

Gigng c0 bé ranh rot. Tagawa nghe rat la tai. L tré con ma anh quen biét
toan nhirng dra cir mé mom ra 1a biét ngay rat mot 1t xac xuoc con nha
thiéu giao duc.

“Khu nha Yoshida... 4?” Tagawa gt gat dau, rat ra tp hd so & gid sach
bén canh. Khu nha Yoshida c6 tdm hd gia dinh, nha Nishimoto thué phong
103 ndm & chinh giira tang mot. Tagawa xac nhan nha Nishimoto da hai
thang chua tra tién nha, can phai goi dién giuc rdi. “Vay 13,” 4nh mat anh tro
lai vo1 ¢6 bé “chau 1a con gai cuia chi Nishimoto?”

“Vang a.” Co bé gat dau.

Tagawa xem lai ban dang ky thué nha, cht ho 1a Nishimoto Fumiyo séng
chung véi con gai tén Yukiho. Khi ho méi chuyén dén muoi nim trude, con
co ngudi chong, nhung khong lau sau do thi anh ta qua doi.

“Ch4u dén tra tién thué phong 4?” Tagawa hoi.

Nishimoto Yukiho cup mit xudng, lic lic dau. Tagawa tham nghi, biét
ngay ma. “Vay chau co vi¢c gi?”



“Chau mudn nho chi mo cua.”
“M¢ cua?”

“Chau khong c6 chia khoa nén khong vao nha dugc, chau khong mang
chia khoa.”

“A.” Tagawa rot cudc cling hi€éu c6 bé muon noéi gi, “Me chau khoa cura ra
ngoai roi1 a?”

Yukiho gat dau, nét mat c6 bé khi ci dau ngudc mat 1€n c6 mot vé dep
khién nguoi ta quén bang cd chi la hoc sinh cap I, nhat thoi, Tagawa cling
khong khoi rung dong.

“Chau khong biét me di du a?”

“Khong a. Me¢ chau bao hom nay khong di dau... nén chau méi khong
mang chia khoéa theo.”

“Vay sao?”

Tagawa nghi, tinh sao nhi, roi nhin dong ho, lic ndy ma dong cira thi som
qua. B anh hom qua da di tham nguoi ho hang, dén t6i méi vé. Nhung ciing
khong thé dua chia khoa du phong cho Yukiho dugc. Luc str dung chia khoa
du phong, nhét dinh phai c6 mat nguoi clia cong ty bat dong san Tagawa tai
d6, day 1a mot diéu khoan trong hop dong gitta ho va ngudi sé hiru khu nha
cho thué ay.

Doi lat nita me chau s& vé thoi... néu 1a binh thuong anh s& néi thé, nhung
thdy nét mit bat an cta Yukiho dang nhin chim chim vao minh, anh that
kho thot ra nhitng 161 ho hitng nhu vay.

“DPuoc 161, chu s€ di md cura ho chau. Pgi chu mot 1at.” Tagawa ding day,
budc lai gan két bao hi€ém dé chum chia khoa du phong ctia cac can ho cho
thué.

Tir vian phong bat dong san Tagawa dén khu nha Yoshida mat chimg mudi
phut di bo. Tagawa Toshio vira nhin phia sau than hinh nho nhin cia
Nishimoto Yukiho vira budc di trong con ngd nho dugce lat gach mot cach so
sai. Yukiho khong deo cip sach cua hoc sinh cap I, ma chi xach mot cai tai
bang nhyua déo mau hong. Mdi khi chuyén dong, trén ngudi co bé lai ra tiéng
chudng dinh dinh dang dang. Tagawa lay lam to mo khong biét d6 1a chudng
gi, bén dé ¥ quan sat, nhung nhin bé ngoai khong nhan ra dugc. Pé y cach an



mic ctia Yukiho, biét ngay c6 bé khong phai con nha giau cé. Giay thé thao
da mon vet, ao len xu 1é€n, con co méy chd bi rat soi, ca chiée vay ké ca ro
cling kha son cli. Mac du vay, trén ngudi c6 bé nay lai toat ra mot vé quy
phai ma trudc diy Tagawa hiém c6 co hoi duoc tiép xtc. Anh cam thay hét
strc kho tin, tai sao lai nhu vay chi? Anh biét rd me ctia Yukiho. Nishimoto
Fumiyo 1a mdt ngudi dan ba trAm tinh, chéng co gi ndi bat. Va lai chi ta
gidng nhu nhitng ngudi séng & cung khu, trong mat lac nao ciling thap
thoang vé tho 1au tam thuong. Tagawa ngac nhién vi Yukiho lai duogc thé
nay du song bén mot ngudi me nhu vay.

“Chau hoc truong nao thé?” Tagawa hoi vong tir dang sau.
“Trudng cap I Oe a.” Yukiho khéng dimg budc, hoi ngoanh mat lai tra 10i.
“Oe? Cha...”

Tagawa tham nghi, qua nhién 1a vay. Hau hét tré con trong khu nay déu
hoc truong cap I cong 1ap Oe. Trudng nay mdi ndm déu c6 hoc sinh bi bit vi
t01 trom cép, co méy dlra chan canh nha nén ntra dém bé di biét tich. Budi
chiéu di qua d6, s& nguri thady mui thirc an thira. Pén gid tan hoc, s& c6 may
tén khong ro lai lich cudi xe dap xuét hién gat tién tiéu vat cua bon tré. Chi
c6 diéu, tré con & trudng cip I Oe khong ngay tho dén ndi bi dam lira dao vé
van ay gat gim. Nhin Nishimoto Yukiho, Tagawa thuc sy khong cho rang co
bé s€ hoc ¢ loai truong nhu thé, nén méi mo mi¢ng hoi. Ky thuc, chi can
nghi mot cht, s& biét ngay véi gia canh do, c6 bé khong thé hoc truong tu
duoc. Anh nghi, cd bé nay & trudng han 13 rat tach biét voi nhitng dira khac.

Pén khu nha Yoshida, Tagawa dtng tritdc ctra phong 103, gd clra may
tiéng, roi goi “Chi Nishimoto”, nhung khong ai tra 101.

“Me chau hinh nhu van chua vé.” Anh néi véi Yukiho.

Co bé khé& gat dau, trén ngudi lai vang 1én tiéng chudng dinh dang.
Tagawa cam chia dy phong vao 6 khoa, Vén sang bén phai, tiéng 0 khoa
vang 1én lach cach. Pang vao khoanh khic 4y, mot cam glac di thuong bung
nd, du cam chang lanh chot 16e 1én. Nhu:ng Tagawa van tiép tuc vin tay nam
mo cira ra. Tagawa budc vao nha, lién nhin thady mot nguoi dan ba dang nam
trong phong kiéu Nhat phia bén trong. Chi ta mic 4o len mau vang nhat va
quﬁn bo, ndm trén chiéu tatami, nhin khong r6 mat mii, nhung chic 1a
Nishimoto Fumiyo.



O thi ra chi ta & nha... vira nghi dén day, Tagawa bdng ngui thdy mot mui
la.

“Hoi gas! Nguy hiém!”

Anh voi dua tay ra sau ngan Yukiho dang dinh budc vao ctra, bit chat mii
miéng, roi 1ap tirc quay dau sang nhin ké bép bén canh. Trén bép gas dat mot
cai noi, nut bép dugc van md, nhung khong théy Ira. Tagawa nin thé van
van gas tong lai, mo cira sO phia trén ké bép, roi di vao phong trong, vira liéc
nhin Fumiyo dang nam guc bén canh chiéc ban thap, vira mé ctra s6, sau do
tho dau ra ngoai, ha miéng hit thd manh, siu trong 6c van cam thay té té.
Anh ngoanh dau lai nhin Fumiyo. Sic mit chi ta tim tai, 1an da da hoan toan
khong con sinh khi. Khong ctru duoc 16i... truc gidc cho anh biét diéu do.
Trong goc phong c6 mot chiéc dién thoai mau den. Tagawa cam Ong nghe
Ién, bat dau quay s6. Nhung lic ndy, anh lai do du. Goi 119 4? Khéng, tot
nhat van cr nén goi 110 trudc... dau 6c Tagawa hdn loan. Ngoai ong ndi chét
bénh ra, anh chua ting théy cai xac nao khac. Sau khi quay s6 11, anh do du
gidy lat, roi dua ngén tro nhan vao so 0. Pung luc Ay, c6 tiéng “Chét roi a?”
tor ngoai cura vong vao.

Nishimoto Yukiho ding & chd thdo giay. Canh cira md ra, 4nh sang nguogc
khién Tagawa khong nhin rd dugc nét mat co be.

“Me chau chét rdi a?” C6 bé lai héi thém lan nita, giong noi di pha lan
tieng khoc nghen ngao.

“Gid van chua biét dugce.” Ngon tay Tagawa dich tir sé 0 sang s 9, dut
khoat quay s0.



Sau khi tiéng chudng vang 1én khoang vai phut, bat dau co tiéng ngudi lao
xao vang toi. Tay phai Akiyoshi Yuichi cam chiéc may anh SLR, khom lung
dom trom ra bén ngoai. Qua nhién, dam nit sinh dang tum thanh tirng nhém
Un un ra khoi cong chinh phan hiéu cip II thudc truong nit Seika. N6 gio
may anh 18n trudc nguc, 1an luot xem xét k§ cang gwong mat dam thiéu nir.
N6 dang nap trong thung xe ctia mot chiée xe tai ddu & ven dudng cach cong
chinh khoang chung nam muo1 mét. Bay 1a mdt vi tri cuc ky dic dia, vi dén
gid tan hoc, hon mét nira hoc sinh cta truong nit Seika s& di qua trudc mat
no, va lai trén thung xe con phu vai bat. DP6i voi Yuichi, khong con noi nao
nau minh 1y tuéng hon chd nay dé né dat thanh muyc dich ngay hém nay.
Néu c6 thé chup anh mét cach thuan loi, thi ciing coi nhu khong udng coéng
no6 trén tiét hoc thir sau chay t6i noi nay. Péng phuc cta phan hiéu cap II
truong nit Seika 1a trang phuc kiéu thily thu, 40 dong phuc mua hé mau
trang, chi c6 cd 40 mau xanh lam nhat, chiéc vay xép ly cling dong mau.
Khoéng biét co bao nhiéu nit sinh dung dua vat vay mau xanh nhat dy di ludt
qua trudc mat Yuichi dang np sau tam vai dom trom. Trong dam Ay, c6 vai
c6 bé gwong mit ngay tho dén do khién nguoi ta ctr ngd 1a hoc sinh cép I,
cling c6 cb dd bat dau budc vao giai doan day thi. Mdi khi ¢ nit sinh nao
thudc loai thir hai dén gén, Yuichi déu trao 1én cam giac mudn an nat chup,
nhung lai so dén thoi diém mau chét thi hét phim, bén ¢d nhan nhin ghim
xuong.

Giit nguyén tu thé d6 nhin cham cham vao cac thiéu nit di ngang qua
chirng gan muoi lam phat, cudi cung né ciing tim thdy bong dang Karasawa
Yukiho, voi vang gio mdy anh 1én san sang, nhin qua 6ng ngam bam theo
tung budc chan c¢6. Nhu thuong 1¢, Karasawa Yukiho sanh vai di cung ban.
Ban c6 13 mot ¢6 bé gay go deo kinh gong vang, cam rat nhon, tran néi mun
trimg c4, dang nguoi thd kéch, Yuichi khong hé ¢6 ¥ dinh coi co bé nay 1a
d6i tuong chup anh. Mai toc Karasawa Yukiho anh nau, xda xuéng ngang
vai, sang bong nhu boc trong hao quang. Nhitng ngén tay vudt mai toc vo
cung ty nhién kia hét stc thon tha, than hinh co cling nho nhan nhu thé,



nhung nhimg duong cong & nguc va eo lai day vé nir tinh. Trong dam
ngudng mo cd, co6 khong it nguoi cho rang day 1a diém quyén rii nhat &
Karasawa Yukiho. P6i mat 1am nguoi ta lién tuong dén mot chi méo quy
phai cua c6 dang nhin sang nguoi ban bén canh, khuon mi¢ng nhé c6 moi
duo1 hoi day hon chat xiu nd mot nu cudi kha ai.

Yuichi diéu chinh may anh, doi Karasawa Yukiho dén gan. N6 muén chup
nhiing pd anh dic ta gan hon nita. N6 thich hinh chiéc miii cta co.

Nha Yuichi 13 can sdu nhét trong khu nha phan 16 nam sat con hém chat
hep. Mo cira kéo ra, bén phai 1a nha bép. Tudng va cot nha di c6 tudi doi
hon ba muoi nim bam day mot tha mui ky di do twong dau nanh, ca ri va
cac thirc an khac hdn tap tao thanh. N6 ghét cai mui ndy, cho rang day 1a mui
ctia phé cil.

“Kikuchi dén day.”

Me cua Yuichi quay mat vé phia chau rua, vira chuan bj bita t6i vira noi.
Nhin bén canh tay ba, tbi nay han lai dn khoai tim bot chién nira r6i, Yuichi
khong khoi phat ngay. Tir may hém trude, & dudi qué me nd giri 1én mot
d6ng khoai tay to twéng, trong vong ba ngay thé nio ciing c6 mot hdm mon
khoai xuat hién trén ban an. N¢ 1én ting hai, Kikuchi Fumihiko dang ngdi
chinh giita cin phong rong chua ddy tdm mét vudng, xem gidi thiéu phim.
D6 1a to gip gidi thiéu bd phim Rocky ma Yuichi di xem bén hom trudc.

“Phim nay hay khong?” Kikuchi ngang dau l1én héi Yuichi, to gip gidi
thiéu dang 1at t61 trang c6 anh Sylveste Stallone.

“Hay lam. T¢ kha 1a xac dong.”
“Chac, ngudi nao cling noéi the.”

Kikuchi go lung, quay lai chim cht xem to gap gidi thiéu. Yuichi nghi
khong biét cau ta c6 mudn sé hitu to gidi thiéu nay hay khong, nhung chi im
lang, bat dau thay quan do. Khong thé cho nd duogc, Yuichi thAm nghi, mudn
thi tu dén rap ma lay.

“Nhung vé xem phim ciing dat that.” Kikuchi buéng ra mot cau.

“U.” Yuichi 14y may anh trong ba 16 dung do thé thao ra dit 1én ban hoc,
ngoi giang chan 6m ldy lung ghé. Kikuchi 13 mot trong nhitng dira ban than
ctia nd, nhung n6 khong thich nhac dén chuyén tién nong véi Kikuchi lam.



Kikuchi khong c6 bo, tir cach dan mac c6 thé nhin ra nha cau ta thudc dién
ngheo kho. N6 nghi chi riéng viéc nha minh con c6 bo di lam tuir té cling du
d€ hanh phtc r61. B6 Yuichi Ia nhan vién cong ty duong sat.

“Lai di chup anh nira 22”” Nhin thay chiéc mdy anh, Kikuchi hoi. Cau ta nd
mot nu cuo1 v nhi, chac da biét Yuichi di chup anh gi.

“U.” Yuichi cling dap lai bang nu cuoi twong tu.

“Chup duogc p6 nao dep chua?”

“Van chua biét, nhung ma, t& khé chac an day.”

“Qua nay lai kiém dugec mot mé roi.”

“Kiém dugc may dong dau chi, cling phai bo tién mua nguyén vt liéu
cac thir ma, trir di con du 1a da kha 1am r6i.”

“Nhung ma, ¢6 s trudng nhu thé that tét. Té ghen ti véi cau day!”

“S¢ truong gi chr. Pén ca cach dung cai may anh nay té con chua tuong
tan, chi chyp bua, ro1 rira bira ma thoi. Vai lai, noéi gi thi néi, may thr nay
deéu la cua ngudi khac cho ma.”

Can phong Yuichi dang &, hoi trude 1a cua chi nd. Ong chii nay ¢6 niém
dam mé véi nhiép anh, s¢ hiru khd nhi€u may anh, cling c6 ca cac cong cu
don gian co6 thé rura dugc anh den trang. Luc ong cht két hon don di, da dé
lai cho Yuichi mot phan.

“Sudng that, ¢ nguoi cho cau nhitng thir nay.”

Nhén ra Kikuchi lai sap stra n6i nhitng 161 d6 ky, Yuichi khong khoi co
chit budén phién. Xwa nay n6 van tranh dé ciu chuyén di vé huéng nay,
nhung Kikuchi chang biét vo tinh hay c6 y, thinh thoang lai chu dong dé cap
dén chuyén giau nghéo.

Nhung hom nay thi khac, Kikuchi tiép tuc, “Lan trudc, cdu cho t& xem
anh cha cau chup dang khong?”

“Anh chup duong pho 4?”
“U, c6 con ¢ day khong?”
“C(‘)n 29

Yuichi xoay ghé mot tram tam muoi dJ, quay mat vé phia ban hoc, tho tay



rit ra mot quyén sb cat dan o ria gia sach. Do 1a mot trong nhing thir chii nd
dé lai. Trong cudn s6 co6 kep may tam anh, toan 1a anh den trang, phong
chirng déu chup ¢ khu xung quanh ddy. Tuan trudce, lac Kikuchi dén choi co
noi toi chuyén nhiép anh, Yuichi lién tién tay 1y cho cau ta xem. Cam lay
quyén so, Kikuchi bat dau say sua ngam ting bic.

“Rot cudc cau muodn lam gi?” Yuichi cii xudong nhin than hinh hoi map
map cua Kikuchi hoi.

“A, cling khong c6 gi dau.” Kikuchi khong tra 101 thang vao cau hoi, ma
rit trong quyén sO ra mot tam anh, “Cho t& muon tam nay dugce khong?”

“Tam nao?”

Yuichi nhin chim cht vao tdm anh trén tay Kikuchi. Pung 1a anh chup
duong phd that. Anh chup mot déi nam nit dang di trong mot con ngd nhod
kha quen mat. To ap phich trén cot dién tung bay theo gid, trong nhu c6 thé
roi xudng bat ctr liic ndo, trén thung nudc bang nhwa cach d6 khong xa co
mot con méo ngdi chom hdm.

“Cau mudn tAm anh nay 1am gi?” Yuichi hoi.
“Um, t& mudn mang di cho mdt ngudi xem.”
“Cho nguoi khac xem? Ai co?”

“Dén luc ay to s& nodi ciu biét.”

“Hum.”

“Cho té6 muon di, duoc chu?”

“DPuoc thi dugc, nhung cau cling ky la that.” Yuichi nhin Kikuchi, roi dua
anh cho cau ta. Kikuchi cam 1ay tam anh, hét strc can than cho vao cap sach.

T6i hom 4y an com xong, Yuichi trén trong phong rira nhiing tam anh
chup ban ngidy. Muén rira anh trong phong, chi can dung ti 4m tuong thay
cho phong t6i, bo phim 4m ban vao khay chuyén dung, budc tiép theo c6 thé
tién hanh & noi sang sua. Sau khi hién anh, né lay phim trong khay ra, mang
xubng bon rira mit dudi tang mot dé rira. L& ra phai ngdm trong dong nudc
chay mot budi téi, nhung Yuichi qua hiéu rang néu me né trong thiy nhat
dinh s& lai can nhan. Ria duoc ntra chimg Yuichi gio phim 1én ngon dén
huynh quang dé quan sat. Sau khi xdc nhin quang sing tir mai toc cla



Karasawa Yukiho d3 hién 1én thanh mét cai bong rd nét, nd cam thay hét st
thoa man. Chac chan khach hang s€ rat hai long.
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Viét nhat ky trudc khi di ngt 12 thoi quen nhiéu nim nay ctua Kawashima
Eriko. C6 bat dau viét tir nam 1én 16p nam, tinh ra cling gan duoc nim nam
roi. Ngoai chuyén nay ra, ¢d con ¢6 may thdi quen khac nira. Chang han nhu
tudi nude cho cdy cdi trong vuon trude khi di hoc, quét don nha cira vao
sang Chu nhat... Khong can phai viét chuyén kich tinh gi 1am, 101 vin khong
dién cam ciing chang sao, day la bi quyét viét nhat ky ma Eriko hoc duogc
trong nim nam qua. Dau chi 12 mot cau “hém nay gidng nhu moi ngay” ciing
khong co gi 1a khong on. Thé nhung, hom nay c6 rat nhiéu chuyén dé viét.
Vi sau gio hoc, ¢6 da dén nha cua Karasawa Yukiho. C6 va Yukiho dén nim
16p chin méi hoc cung 16p. Nhung tir hoi 16p bay co da biét dén Yukiho rdi.
Guong mit toat 1én vé thong minh, ctr chi diéu bo cao nha ma khong hé yéu
6t, Eriko cam nhan duoc & Yukiho mot s thr ma ban than va nhiing ban be
xung quanh thiéu khuyét. Cam giac ndy c6 thé goi 13 ngudng mo cling khong
sai. Eriko van ludn nghi, liéu c6 cach gi két ban v&i ban éy khong nhi. Vi
vay, khi dugc hoc cung 16p véi Yukiho nam 16p chin, ¢6 da chic mung ban
than minh. Va ngay sau 1& khai giang, c6 quyét tAm bat chuyén.

“Cau lam ban vo1 t6 nhé?”

Trude chuyén nay, Karasawa Yukiho chang hé c¢6 vé sung sot, ma nhoén
mi¢ng nd mot nu cuoi con hon ca mong doi cua Eriko.

“Néu cau khong ché, duong nhién la dugc.”

Eriko c6 thé cdm nhan mot cach 1o rét, c6 ay da co hét strc té ra than thién
trudc mot ngudi dot ngdt bat chuyén véi minh. Con Eriko von s¢ cO ay
khong dé y dén minh, tham chi con lay lam kich ddong v61 nu cudi mim ay.

“T¢ la Kawashima Eriko.”

“T¢ la Karasawa Yukiho.” Co6 ay cham rai tu gioi thi€u tén ho ro1 khé gat
dau mot cai. Vé sau Eriko maéi biét gat dau nhu thé xac nhan lai 161 minh vira
noi 1a thoi quen cua Karasawa.

Karasawa Yukiho 1a mot “phu n@r” tuyét vo1 hon Eriko hinh dung khi



ngam nhin tir xa. C6 4y réat giau xuc cam, Eriko c6 cam giac, chi riéng nho &
bén canh c6, ban than minh di c6 nhan thirc hoan toan mai dbi v&i rat nhicu
su vat. Va lai, Yukiho dugc tro1 phu cho tai nang c6 thé khién cudc trd
chuyén trd nén hét sirc vui vé. N6i chuyén véi co y, tham chi con giup ban
than tré nén gidi an gioi noi. Pén ndi Eriko thudng quén mat rang minh va
Karasawa bang tudi nhau, trong nhat ky rat hay dung tir “phu nir” dé néi vé
co. Eriko 1dy lam tu hao vi c6 mdt ngudi ban tuyét voi nhu thé. Puong
nhién, nhitng ban hoc muédn két ban véi Yukiho khong phai 1a it, xung quanh
co y luc nao cling c6 rat nhiéu ngudi. Mdi lan nhu thé, Eriko lai hoi ghen ti,
cam giac nhu mon bao bdi ctia minh sap bi cudp di mat vay. Nhung ma kho
chiu nhat, khong gi hon viéc bon nam sinh & truong cap II gan d6 dé y dén
Yukiho, chiung cu xuit hién bén canh ¢d nhu thé nguoi ta theo dudi than
tuong vay. Trong gid thé duc may hom trudc, cd dira con leo 1én ludi sat
nhin trém vao trong san. Bon chiing vira nhin thay Yukiho thi mudi thang
nhu mot lai thét ra nhitng 16 18 thé thién. Hom nay ciing thé, gio tan hoc ¢6
ké tron trong thung xe tai chup trdm Yukiho. Tuy chi liéc qua mdt cai, nhung
Eriko da nhan ra do la mot thﬁng nhai mat déy mun, bénh hoan, r6 rang la
loai trong dau chi toan nhitng ¥ nghi thd tuc. HE nghi dén viéc thang ay c¢o
thé s& 1ay anh ctia Yukiho ra 1am chat liéu cho nhitng mo tudng hdo huyén
ctia nd, Eriko lai cam thay budn nén. Nhung Yukiho chang hé dé tam.

“Mic xac bon chung di, dang nao thi ching bao lau nita chung ciing s&
chan ngay thoi ay ma.”

RO twa ho ¢b v dé cho thang nhai kia xem, c6 dua tay lam dong tac vudt
toc. Eriko khong bo qua canh thang kia cudng cudng gio may 1én chup.

“Nhung ma, ciu khong cam thdy kho chiu 4? Khong xin phép cau da chup
bay ba r61.”

“Kho chiu chir, nhung néu tirc gian di phan ddi, thi lai thanh ra quen mat
bon chiing nd, thé con dang ghét hon.”

“Vay cling phai.”

“Thé nén ¢ mic xac chiing né 1a duoc rdi.”

Yukiho nhin thang vé phia trude, di ludt qua chiée xe tai y. Eriko di sat
bén canh cod, ra strc can tr¢ thang nhai kia chup anh trom. Viéc Eriko dén nha

Yukiho duge quyét dinh sau d6. Vi Yukiho no1 quén mat khong mang quyén
sach muon cia c6 may hom trude nén da héi ¢6 ¢6 muodn dén nha khong. Co



tra sach hay khong ciing chang sao, nhung c6 khong mubn bo qua co hoi dén
tham phong ctia Yukiho, bén khong chut do dy dong ¥ ngay. Eriko va
Yukiho 1én xe buyt, dén tram thir nam thi xudng xe roi di bo khoang hai phut
thi toi can nha nam trong mot khu dén cu yén tinh ctua Karasawa Yukiho.
Dién tich phong bc von khong 16n 1am, nhung day la mdt can nha kiéu Nhat
thanh nha, ¢6 ca khu vuon xinh xén.

Yukiho séng ¢ ddy voi me. Ca hai vira vao phong khach thi me c6 budc
ra. Khi nhin thay ba, Eriko cam thay hoi lung ting. Khuon mit va cir chi cua
ba déu tao nhi, twong xtng voi cin nha nay, nhung trong phai dang tudi ba
bon ho. An tugng nay hoan toan khong phai do b kimono t6i mau ba dang
khoac trén nguoi. Eriko nhé dén mot vai tin don kho chiu gan diy méi nghe
duogc, co6 lién quan dén than thé cta Yukiho.

“Thong tha ngdi choi nhé.” Me Yukiho noi ciu 4y bang chét giong khoan
thai, roi ding 1én ro1 khoi, dé 1ai cho Eriko mét 4n tuong dm yéu.

“Meg cau trong hién nhi.” Lic chi con lai hai nguoi, Eriko noi.

“U, rat hién.”

“Trudc clra nha ciu treo bién cua Urasenke! Me ciu day tra dao a?”
“U, day tra dao, cling day ca cadm hoa. V§i ca day dan koto ntra.”

“Gio6i qua nhi!” Eriko nga nguoi ra phia sau, kinh ngac thét 1én, “Pung 1a
si€u nhan! Vay, vay cau biét hét nhirng thir ay a?”

“Pung 1a t¢ ¢6 theo me hoc tra dao va cadm hoa.”
“Oa! Thich that day!”

“Nhung ma, tuong d6i nghiém khic day.” Yukiho néi, doan d6 thém sita
bo vao hong tra me pha san, nhap mot ngum.

Eriko ciing 1am theo. Mui hong tra rat thom, c6 nghi, day chac chin khong
phai loai tra ti loc roi.

“Eriko nay,” doi mét to cta Yukiho nhin ban chim chuq, “chuyén do éy,
cau nghe no1 chua?”

“Chuyén nao co?”

“Chinh 1a chuyén vé t6 ay, chuyén thoi cap I ay.”



Cau hoi bat thinh linh khién Eriko luong cuéng. “A, 0...”
Yukiho mim cuoi. “Qud nhién 1a cau nghe r61.”

“Khéng phai, thuc ra khong phai thé dau, t& chi nghe loang thoang co
nguoi dang dua chuyén...”

“Khong can giau, khong can lo cho t6.”

Nghe ban noéi thé, Eriko cup mi mat xuong. Trudc anh mat cham chua cua
Yukiho, c6 khong thé nao no61 doi duoc.

“C6 phai don rat ghé khong?” C6 hoi.

“Té nghi han 14 khéng nhiéu ngudi biét dau, ban ma ké cho té nghe ciing
noi the.”

“Nhung ma, di xuat hién doan doi thoai nhu thé, chimg to ciing lan truyén
dén mot mac d6 nao d6 rdi.”

Yukiho chi ra, khién Eriko khong biét noi gi.

“Nay,” Yukiho dat tay l1én dau géi Eriko, “cau nghe dugc nhiing gi r6i?”

“Tin d6n 4y 4, ciing chang c6 gi to tat, vo vi lam.”

“Néi rang trude ddy td rat nghéo, séng trong mot khu nha tro ban thiu &
Oe?”

Eriko im lang.

Yukiho din thém mot buédc, hoi, “Néi réng me dé cua t& chét rat bat
thuong?”

Eriko khong kiém ché dugc ngang dau lén, “T¢ chang tin chat nao!”

Co 1€ giong dicu ra strc bién giai ay cua c¢o rat tirc cuo1, Yukiho bat cuoi.

“Khong can phai ra sttc phu nhan thé dau. Véi lai, nhitng 161 ay cling
khong phai hoan toan la bia dat.”

“Ha?” Eriko khé kéu lén mot tiéng, nhin sang ngudi ban than, “That
khong?”

“Té 1a con nudi, chuyén téi ddy trude khi 1én cap II. Me lac ndy khong
phai me dé cua t&.” Giong Yukiho rat tu nhién, chang hé c6 vé gang guong
to ra kién cuong, tua nhu c6 tuyét nhién khong ban tam dén chuyén do vay.



“A, ravay.”

“Té timg song & Oe 1a sy that, hoi trude rat nghéo ciing 1a sy that, vi b t&
qua doi rat som. Con mot chuyén nira, me t& chét rat bat thuong cling 1a su
that, do 1a chuyén xay ra hoi td 1én 16p sau.”

“Chét rat bat thuong...”

“Tring doc khi gas.” Yukiho noi, “La tai nan. C6 diéu, timg bi nghi ngd 1a
tu sat, vi nha td thuc su rat ngheo.”

“Q.” Eriko cam thdy hoang mang, khong biét nén dap 10i thé ndo mdi on,
nhung Yukiho ciing khong giong nhu dang tho 16 bi mat gi 16n lao lam.
Puong nhién, day chic chan 1a do tinh cach quan tim ngudi khac cua co,
khong mudbn 1am ban bé phai ling tang khé xi.

“Me hién tai la ho hang cua bd td, hdi trude thinh thoang t& c¢o6 ghé choi,
ba rat thuwong t¢. Khi t¢ tré thanh cd nhi, ba cam thay t6i nghi¢p td, nén 1ap
tirc nhan nudi. Ba séng mdt minh hinh nhu ciing rat c6 don.”

“Q, han 1a cau phai chiu kho nhiéu 1am?”

“Ciing thuong, ¢ diéu, t& cho rang minh rat may man, vi 18 ra té s& vao
cO nhi vién co.”

“N6i thi néi the...”

Nhiing 16i cam thong suyt chat nita budt ra khoi miéng. Eriko cam thay,
lic nay cho du néi gi chdang nira, cling chi lam Yukiho cam thay bi coi
thuong ma thoi. C6 nghi ngudi 16n 1én vo vu vo lo nhu ¢o nhat dinh khong
thé nao cam nhan duoc ndi khd ma ban minh phai chiu dung. Eriko chi thém
kham phuc. RS rang phai trai qua qua khit kho nhoc nhu vay, sao Yukiho
van c6 thé thanh nha nhuong ay? C6 18 chinh vi nhing trai nghiém d6, méi
khién c6 toa sang lap lanh tir trong tim hon.

“Ngoai ra con noi gi t& nita khong?”” Yukiho hoi.

“Té khong biét. Té dau co nghe k§ thé.”

“Té nghi chic chin 1a may chuyén vé van.”

Chang viéc gi phai dé ¥, may nguoi tung tin don nham ay chi ghen ti véi
cau thoi.”

“Khéng phai t& dé v, chi 1a td mo thdi, khong hiéu nhiing tin don d6 do ai



tung ra ntra.”

“Khoéng biét, thi 1a mot dira con gai ngu ngdc nao dé thoi!” Eriko c¢d y noi
mot cach tho 16, c6 muon nhanh chong két thuc chu dé nay.

Tin don ma Eriko nghe dugc thuc ra con bao gém mét tinh tiét nita, noi
me dé ctia Yukiho 13 vo bé ctia nguoi ndo do, khi ngudi dan ong ay bi giét,
me ¢O bi canh sat nghi ngo. Tin don con thém mam dam mubi réng me cO tu
sat boi canh sat nhan dinh ba ta 12 hung tha. Nhimng 10 nay tat nhién khong
thé dé Yukiho biét duoc. Pay nhat dinh 14 tin vit bia ra boi nhitng ké d6 ky
vi ¢6 duoc nhiéu ngudi yéu quy. Sau d6, Yukiho 1dy may tic pham may va
ma dao gan ddy c6 mé man cho Eriko xem, may thtr nhu v6 ném ngdi, tai
deo vai. Su két hop hai hoa cta nhimg manh vai nhiéu mau sac thé hién gu
thAm my cuc tot cua Yukiho. Trong d6 c¢6 mot tic pham chua hoan thanh
dung mau sac hoi khac biét, chiéc tai dy thoat nhin c6 vé nhu dung dé dung
may d0 14t vit nho nho, duge ghép toan bang mau lanh nhu den, xanh sdm.
“Cai nay phbi mau ciing dep lam.” Eriko that long khen ngoi.

3

Anh mit c6 gido day Ngir vian chi dao qua dao lai giita cudn sach gido
khoa va bang den. Trong c6 nhu vura gidng bai mot cach may madc, vira mot
10ng cau nguyén cho bén muoi lam phut dia nguc nay sém trdi qua. Xua nay
6 khong bao gid bao hoc sinh doc bai khoa thanh tiéng, cling khong goi tén
bat tra 10i cau hoi. Trong phong hoc cua 16p 9-8 trudng cap II Oe chia thanh
hai nhom trén va dudi. Nhitng dia it nhiéu van con chit tAm tu hoc hanh thi
ngdi & nira diy ban trén, nhirg dra hoan toan khong mudn hoc thi loi dung
khong gian bén dudi dé mudn 1am gi thi 1am. Co6 dira choi t lo kho hodc bai
Hanafuda, c6 dira n6i chuyén 6n a0, c6 dia ngu, du thirc dot dang. Trude day
céc thay co gido timg qud trach ddam hoc sinh gy can trd viée day hoc nay,
nhung sau mot hai thang, ho ciing chang néi gi thém nita. Puong nhién,
nguyén nhan 13 vi thay c6 da gip chuyén khong hay. C6 thay day tiéng Anh
no tich thu cudn truyén tranh hoc sinh doc trong gio hoc, danh vao dau no dé
ran day, két qua may ngay sau bi tdn cong, gy mat hai chiéc xuong suon.
Chic chén 1 tra thu, nhung dra hoc sinh bi khién trach kia lai co ching ct
ngoai pham. Con mét ¢d gido tré day mon Toan, nhin thay thi bay kin mot
hang trong ranh dé phan cta chiéc bang den thi so dén ndi ru 1én that thanh.



Trong ranh dé phan ay toan la bao cao su chia day tinh dich. Trudc d6
khong 1au, ¢6 nay timg phé binh mot s6 hoc sinh hanh kiém kém. C6 gido ay
dang mang thai, da suyt chit nita dé non vi kinh hai qua do. Sau vy viéc ay,
co lap tirc di 1am thu tuc xin nghi mot thoi gian. Moi ngudi déu cho rang,
trude khi dam hoc sinh 16p chin ndy tot nghiép, chic han co sé& khong quay
lai ding 16p.

Akiyoshi Yuichi ngéi 6 vi tri chinh gitra 16p hoc. O d6, lic ndo n6é mudn
hoc thi ¢6 thé hoc, dong thoi ciing c6 thé dé dang gia nhap vao nhom quay
pha. No rat thich vi tri c6 thé thay doi quan diém tuy theo tim trang giéng
nhu con doi nay.

Luc Teizo Toshiyuki budc vao, tiét Ngit vin di qua duge gan mot nira. N6
mo ctra that manh, hoan toan phdt 10 4nh mat nhitng nguoi khac, ngdng
nghénh di vé phia chd ngdi ciia minh, chd cudi cing st cira so. Gido vién
chirng nhu mudn néi gi d6, dwa mét nhin theo nod, nhung thay né ngdi xudng
ghé thi lai tiép tuc giang bai. Teizo gac hai chan lén ban, ldy quyén tap chi
khi€éu dam trong cap sach ra. “Nay! Teizo, may dung thu dam ¢ day nira di.”
Mot dira con trai n6i. Guong mat x4u xi dit dan cta Teizo 16 ra mdt nu cudi
tho bi.

Gid Ngit van vira két thuc, Yuichi lién rat trong cip sach ra mot phong bi
to, lai gan Teizo. Hai tay Teizo dat trong tai, ngdi xép bang trén ban. N6
xoay lung vé phia Yuichi, nén khong nhin thy vé mit ctia nd. Nhung tir bd
mat cuo1 cot cua dam déng bon c6 thé doan duoc tim trang no han khong t¢.
Bon chung dang néi vé tro choi dién tir thinh hanh dao gan day, Yuichi nghe
dugc may chir “xép gach”. Bon nay hom nay chic lai dinh lén ra khoi
truong, chay dén khu tro choi dién tur day. Théng con trai d6i dién vé&i Teizo
nhin thay Yuichi. Theo 4nh mat ctia né, Teizo ngoanh dau lai. Chd chan may
bi cao xanh ri, trén gwong mat go ghé cé hai hdm sau, 1a mot d6i mat nho ma
sac lem.

“Pay.” Yuichi chia cai phong bi ra.
“Cai gi thé?” Teizo hoi, am diéu thap tram, hoi tho pha ra mui thude.
“Hoém qua tao di Seika chup diy.”

Teizo dudng nhu di hiéu, vé dé phong trén guong mit bién mat. N6 giat
lay cai phong bi trén tay Yuichi, dom vao bén trong. Trong phong bi 1a anh
cua Karasawa Yukiho, s6m nay troi con chua sang han, Yuichi da thirc day



rira. NO hoan toan ty tin vao tac pham ctia minh. Mic du 1a anh den tring,
nhung anh chup ra van c6 thé nhin rd mau sac cua lan da va mai toc. Teizo
nhin mdy tim anh voi bd dang thém thudng nho dii, sau diy lai ngang dau
1én nhin Yuichi, nhéch mép cudi déu cang. “Chup kha 1am.”

“Chir con gi nira! Tao phai kho cuc 1am day.” Nhin bo dang hai 1ong cia
khach hang, Yuichi thé phao nhe nhom.

“Nhung ma ciing hoi it thi phai, nhon ba tim 4?”

“Tao chi mang dén nhiing tim may c6 thé thich truéc thoi.”
“Con may tim nira?”

“Co nam sau tam ciling dep 1am.”

“T6t 1lam, ngady mai mang hét di.” No6i doan, Teizo dit chiéc phong bi
xudng bén canh, khong c6 y dinh tra lai cho Yuichi.

“M6t tdm ba tram, ba tAm 1a chin trim.” Yuichi chi vao chiéc phong bi
noi.

Teizo nhiu may, trimg mét 1én nhin Yuichi vé khinh miét. Khi lam nhu
thé, vét seo dudi mat phai n6 cang thém dir ton.

“Khi ndo may mang hét anh dén day tao s& tra mot thé.”

Gigong di€u nhu thé con lang nhdng nira 1a tao cho ném nam dam. Yuichi
duong nhién khong ndi nang gi, chi dap “Puoc”, ro1 toan budc di.

Teizo goi no lai, “Akiyoshi, may biét Fujimura Miyako khong?”
“Fujimura?” Yuichi lac dau, “Khong biét.”

“Cling la hoc sinh 16p chin truong Seika, khong cung 16p voi1 Karasawa.”
“Tao khong biét con bé ay.” Yuichi lai lic dau.

“May di chyp cho tao anh ctia n6 di. Tao ciing tra tién nhu thé.”

“Nhung tao ¢ biét mit no dau.”

“Pan violin.”

“Pan violin?”

“Sau gio hoc n6 déu kéo dan violin trong phong am nhac, nhin cai 1a biét



ngay.”
“C6 nhin dugc vao bén trong phong day nhac khong?”

“May tu di thi biét.” Noi doan, Teizo quay mat vé phia dam ban cua né
nhu mudn néi da xong viée roi.

Yuichi biét ldc ndy ma con 1ai nhai nita s& khién Teizo noi xung, bén lang
lang ro1 di. Tu gitta hoc ky mét, Teizo da bat dau chu v dén dam nit sinh &
phan hiéu cap II trudng nir Seika, mot truong noi tiéng vi c6 nhiéu nit sinh
nha giau thanh lich theo hoc. Xem ching, bon hu dén ching n6 dang c6 mot
theo dudi nit sinh truong Seika. Co diéu rot cudc da dia nao toai nguyén
chua thi khong thé biét duge. Chup anh céc nit sinh ma bon chiing nhiam 1a
do Yuichi dé nghi v&i Teizo, vi Yuichi nghe néi bon chung mudn cé anh cia
dam con gai ay. Yuichi cling ¢ 1y do ctia minh, tién tiéu vit khong da dé no
tiép tuc niém dam mé véi nhiép anh. Teizo thoat tién yéu cau nd chup anh
cua Karasawa Yukiho. Yuichi cam théy Teizo that su rat thich Yukiho, béng
chtng 14 du anh chup c6 hoi mo, nd ciing tra tién lay hét. Chinh vi vay, khi
n6 nhic dén cai tén Fujimura Miyako, Yuichi hoi bat ngd. C6 1& vi Karasawa
Yukiho thuc sy qua cao xa khong thé véi tGi, nén nd méi chuyén muc tiéu,
Yuichi nghi thé. Nhung du Teizo thich ai, cling chang lién quan gi dén
Yuichi ca.

Gid nghi trua, Yuichi vira an hét com, bo cai hop khong vao cap sach thi
Kikuchi di td1 bén canh nd, trén tay con cam mot cai phong bi to, “Bay gio
cau lén san thugng vai té duge khong?”

“San thuong? Lam gi?”

“Thi ca1 nay nay.” Kikuchi mé phong bi ra, cho Yuichi xem, bén trong co
) y nay ,
tam anh Yuichi cho muon.

“0.” Yuichi bat dau thay hing tha, “Puoc thoi, t& di voi cau.”

“U’, di ludn thoi.”

Nghe Kikuchi thic giuc, Yuichi dung day. Trén san thugng khong mot
bong ngudi. Khong 1au trude day, chd nay con 1a noi tu tdp cua dam hoc sinh
quay pha, nhung sau khi nha truong phat hién ¢ day co rat nhi€u tan thudc
14, thay giam thi thuong xuyén 1én tuan tra, nén khong ai 1én day nita. May
phlt sau, ctra tum bat md, xuat hi€én mot hoc sinh cung 16p voi Yuichi.
Yuichi bi€t cau ta ho gi, nhung gan nhu khong bao gio noi chuyén. Cau ta ho



Kirihara, t€n gi thi n6 khong nhd nita. Ky thuc, khong chi vo1 Yuichi, cau ta
gan nhu khong qua lai véi dtra ndo trong 16p. DU 1am chuyén gi, cdu ta ciing
khong noi bat, trong 10p cling rat it phat biéu ¥ kién. Gid nghi trua va gid
giai lao toan doc sach mot minh. Mot thang trim tinh... day 13 4n tuong cua
Yuichi vé Kirihara.

Kirihara budc té1 trudc mat Yuichi va Kikuchi, nhin cham cham vao hai
dra. Anh mat cau ta 10 ra vé sac bén xua nay chua tung xuat hién khién
Yuichi giat ban ca nguoi.
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Tim tao c6 viéc gi?” Giong Kirihara c6 vé khong vui, xem ra la Kikuchi
goi cau ta lén day.

“Tao c6 thir nay muon cho may xem.” Kikuchi noi.

“Cai gi?”

“Chinh 1a cai nay.” Kikuchi 1ay tam anh trong phong bi ra.

Kirihara canh giac tién lai gan, don lay tam anh den trang li€c qua mot cai,
sau do tron to mat Ién, “Day la cai gi?”

“Tao nghi, khong chimg c6 thé dem di tham khao.” Kikuchi néi, “Cho vu
an bon nam truge.”

Yuichi nhin guong mit nghiéng nghiéng cua Kikuchi. Vu an bon nim
trudc nao chu?

“May mudn néi gi?” Kirihara trimg mat nhin Kikuchi.
“May khong nhan ra a? Ngudi trong tdim anh nay 1a me may.”

“Ha?”” Nguoi thot 1én kinh ngac 1a Yuichi. Kirihara han hoc tron mat véi
nd, rdi chuyén anh mat sac bén sang phia Kikuchi.

“Khoéng phai, day khong phai 13 me tao.”

“Sao lai khong phai? May nhin k¥ lai di, rd rang chinh 1a me¢ may. Nguoi
di cung ba ta la nhan vién cii cia tiém nha may.” Kikuchi hoi cau.

Kirihara lai nhin tim anh thém lan nita, chim rdi lic dau. “Tao chéng biét
may dang noi gi cad. Du sao thi nguodi trong anh cling khong phai me tao.
May dung n6i nham nira!” Dut 101, cau ta dua tra lai tdm anh cho Kikuchi,
xoay nguoi dinh di.



“Pay la chd gan ga Fuse nhi? Ciing gan nha may 1am.” Kikuchi & sau lung
Kirihara noi lién thoéng, “V3 lai, tAm anh nay chup tur bon nam truge. Nhin
to ap phich dan trén cot dién biét ngay. La phim Trung d61.”

Kirihara dirng budc, nhung dudng nhu cdu ta khong hé ¢d y noi chuyén
ky cang hon vai Kikuchi.

“May nhi€u chuyén that.” Cau ta hoi ngoanh dau lai n61, “Lién quan quai
gi dén may chu?”

“Tao c6 long tot nén md1 nd1 vl may thoi” Kikuchi dép lai, nhung
Kirihara chi trirng mat nhin hai dra chiing nd, 161 di thang vé phia cau thang.

“Cu tudng s€ tré thanh manh moi di€u tra.” Sau khi Kirithara khuat bong,
Kikuchi noi.

“Manh mo1 gi co?” Yuichi héi, “Vu an gi bon nam truée?”

Nghe Yuichi hoi thé, Kikuchi nhin né nhu thé khong sao tudng twong noi,
sau do lai gat gat dau.

“Ciling phai, cau khong hoc cung truong cap I véi né nén khong biét dén
vu an ay.”

“Rot cudce l1a vu an gi?”

Yuichi da hét kién nhan. Kikuchi dao mat mot vong nhin quanh ré1 mai
noi:

“Akiyoshi, cau biét cai cong vién Masumi ch? O gan ga Fuse ay.”

“Cong vien Masumi? C9...” Yuichi gat gat dau, “Hoi trude cd dén day
mot lan.”

“Bén canh cong vién ay c6 mot toa nha, c6 nhd khong? Bao 1a toa nha,
nhung thuc ra méi xay dugc mot nira thi bo day.”

“T¢ khong nhd dén muc day. Toa nha ay lam sao?”
“Bon ndm trudce bo cua Kirihara bi giét trong toa nha ay.”
GCHé 29

“Mat hét tién nén nguoi ta bao chac 1a bi cudp. Hoi ay vu nay lam 16n
lam! Ngay ngay déu c6 canh sat di qua di lai khap no1.”



“Bit duoc hung tha chwa?”

“Canh sat dd tim ra mot ngudi dan 6ng c6 thé 1a hung thu, nhung chang
diéu tra duoc gi. Vi nguoi do chét roi.”

“Chét r6i? Bi giét?”

“Khéng khong khong.” Kikuchi lac dau. “Tai nan giao thong. Canh sat
kham xét do dac cua tén do, tim dugc mdt cai bat Itra, giong hét nhu chiéc
ma bd Kirihara ¢6.”

“Q, tim thay bat ltra, vy nhat dinh 12 han ta lam roi.”

“Chuyén nay ciing rat kho noi. Chi biét 1a chiéc bat lua gidng hét, lai
khong thé xac dinh c6 phai cta bd Kirihara hay khong. Pay moi 1a van dé
nay.” Kikuchi liéc vé phia cau thang, ha giong, “Sau d6 khong lau, bat dau
c6 tin don ky la.”

“Tin don ky la gi?”
“No6i hung thi ¢6 thé 1a nguoi vo.”
“Nguoi vo?”

“Tuc 1a ba me Kirihara ay. C6 nguoi noi, ba me va nguoi lam trong tiém
quan h¢ bat chinh, nén bo cau ta tr¢ thanh vat can.”

Kikuchi noéi, nha Kirihara m¢ tiém cam d6, ngudi 1am trong tiém chinh 13
chi ngudi dan ong hoi trude 1am & tiém cam do Ay. Nhung ddi v6i Yuichi, du
nghe ban than ké nhu vdy n6 vin chéng cam thay that chit ndo, ctr nhu dang
nghe gidi thiéu ndi dung phim truyén hinh vdy. N6 ciing khong hinh dung

“quan hé bat chinh v&i nguoi 1am” 13 sao. “Vé sau thé nao?” Yuichi
mudn nghe cau ban noi tlep.

“Tin d6n nay lan di mot thoi gian dai. Nhung rét cude khong co ching cir
gi, sau do ciing roi vao lang quén ludn. T ciing bat dau quén r6i. Co diéu,
tdm anh nay...” Kikuchi chi vao tdm anh vira ndy, “Cau xem, dang sau 1a
khach san tinh yéu! Hai ngudi nay nhat dinh 13 ¢ trong khach san di ra.”

“Co tam anh nay thi khac gi cha?”

“DPuong nhién la co! Pay la chung cit me Kirthara va nguoi lam trong
ti¢ém ngoai tinh ma! Cling c6 nghia 1a, bon ho c6 dong co giét bo no6. Chinh
vi nghi nhu the, t& maéi lay tdm anh cho Kirithara xem day chu.”



Kikuchi thuong muon sach ¢ thu vién doc, chac han nho thé mdi thuan
moOm noi ra nhitng tr ki€u nhu “dong co”.

“Noi thi nd1 vay, nhung ¢ hoan canh cua Kirthara, n6 1am sao lai nghi ngo
me minh duoc ch?” Yuichi noi.

“Tam trang ay t& c6 thé hiéu, nhung c6 luc, du khong mudn thira nhan thé
nao di nita, cling van phai lam rd chan tuéng sy that méi duoc, chang phai
vay a?” Kikuchi khan thi€t no1 hét cau, khé thd dai mot tiéng, lai tiép 101:

“Théi bo di, t& s& nghi cach chirng minh ngudi trong tam anh nay chinh 1a
me Kirihara. Nhu thé, no sé khong thé gid bo dugc nira. Néu dua tAm anh
nay cho canh sat xem, bon ho nhat dinh s& diéu tra lai tir dau. Té co quen
mot canh sat diéu tra vu 4n nay, t& s&é mang anh dén cho ong iy xem.”

“Viéc quai gi cdu phai coi trong vu an nay thé?” Yuichi thay rat thic mic.

Kikuchi vira cét tAm anh di, vira nhin ban vé ké ca.

“Nguoi phat hién cai xac 1a em trai t6.”

“Em trai cau? That khong?”

“U.” Kikuchi gat dau.

“Em trai t& noi voi 6, t& cling chay di xem. Két qua ding 1a c¢6 xac chét
that, sau day bon to méi di ké cho me, bao ba bao canh sat.”

CCRa Vé’y.”

“Vi bon t& phét hién ra cai xac, nén bi canh sat hoi dén may lan. Nhung
canh sat khong chi mudn hoi chuyén lac phat hién xac chét dau.”

“Thé 1a ¥ gi?”

“Canh sat nghi, tién ctia nan nhan bién mat, theo 1y thi do hung thu lay di.
Nhung ciling c6 kha nang 1a bi nguoi thu ba lay di.”

“Nguoi tht ba...”

“Nghe noi chuyén ngudi phat hién ra thi thé vo vét nhiing thir dang tién
trudc ro1 moi bao canh sat cling khong phai hiém hoi gi.” Khoe miéng
Kikuchi hién ra mot nu cuoi lanh lung, “Khong chi vay, canh sat con nghi xa
hon. Ciing ¢6 thé 1a nguoi 16n giét ngudi, roi bao con di phat hién xac chét.”

“Sao co thé...”



“Vé van dung khong, nhung déu 1a su that day. Chi vi nha té nghéo, nén
ngay tir dau da bi nghi ngd. Con nira, me t& timg 1a khach hang cia tiém
Kirihara, nén canh sat khong bé qua cho chung t6.”

“Nhung ma, moi nghi ngd déu da duogc lam sang to roi chi?”
Kikuchi khit miii hr giong, “Day khong phai 1a van dé.”

Nghe cau chuyén ban ké, Yuichi khong biét nén noi gi cho phai, chi nim
chat hai tay ding do.

Pung ltc ndy, hai dira nghe thy tiéng md cira, mot thay gido trung nién
xuat hién ¢ cau thang, d61 mat phia sau cdp kinh toat 1én vé ham ham tic
gian.

“Cac cau lam gi ¢ day vay?”

“Khong c6 gi.” Kikuchi lanh lung tra 1o1.

“Cau! D6 1a cai gi? Cau cam cai gi day?” Ong thdy nhin cham cham vao

phong bi cua Kikuchi, “Pua cho to6i!”

Hinh nhu thay gido nghi ngd d6 13 anh khiéu dam, Kikuchi buc boi dua
chiéc phong bi cho 6ng ta. Xem anh xong, hai chan may ong thay lap tic
gidn ra. Trong mat Yuichi, phan tng ay nhu c6 vai phan tiu nghiu, ciing c6
vai phan ngoai dy doan.

“Pay la anh chup gi vay?” Ong thay nghi hoic hoi Kikuchi.

“Anh chyp dudng pho hdi trude, em muon cta Akiyoshi.”

Ong thay lién quay sang phia Yuichi, “That khong ha?”

“That a.” Yuichi dap.

C)ng théy nhin tAm anh, réi lai nhin Yuichi, mét luc sau méi bo lai anh vao
phong bi. “Khong duoc mang nhiing thir khong lién quan dén bai hoc vao
truong.”

“Em biét 16, em xin 15i.” Yuichi nhén 1i.

Ong thay nhin mit dat xung quanh hai dtra, chic 1a dang kiém tra xem co
tan thube 14 khong, cling may 6ng ta khong tim thay gi. Ong thay khong noi
gi nita, tra chiéc phong bi lai cho Kikuchi. Ngay sau d6, chuéng bao két thic
gi0 nghi trua vang lén.



Tan hoc, Yuichi lai dén truong nir Seika. Nhung muc ti€u cia né hom nay
khong phai Karasawa Yukiho. N6 di men theo btrc tuong mot luc.

Yuichi dimg chén, vi tai d3 bat dugc 4m thanh mudn tim. Tiéng dan
violin. N6 quan sat xung quanh, chac chan khong c6 ngudi, méi khong chut
do dy leo 1én tdm luéi thép. Khu phong hoc mau xam ¢ ngay trudc mat.
Trude mit Yuichi 13 cira s cia ting mot. Ctra s6 thi dong, nhung rém cira
lai kéo ra, nén c6 thé quan sat rd moi thir bén trong. Mot nir sinh ngdi xoay
lung vé phia Yuichi. Trudc mit co 13 cdy dan piano mau den. Hai tay c6 dat
trén phim dan.

Tuyét! Yuichi thAm reo. Chd nay chinh 1a phong nhac. Yuichi thay doi
goc do co the, tho dau vao trong, ¢ phia bén kia chiéc piano c6 mdt ngudi
dang dirng, mac do thuy thu, tay kéo dan violin.

P6 chinh 14 Fujimura Miyako roi! Trong c¢6 nhé Karasawa Yukiho. Toc
ngan. N6 muén nhin rd gwong mit cd, nhung trong phong hoc rat toi, anh
sang phan chiéu trén 6 cira kinh ciing can tré tam nhin. Pang ltc nd vuon ¢b
ra dai hon nira, tiéng dan violin d6t ngdt im bit. Khong chi vay, né con trong
thay co di ra canh ctra so.

Cira sO trudc miat Yuichi bat mé, mot cd bé ¢ guong mat cwong nghi tron
mat nhin no6 trung trung. Vi viéc xay ra qua dot ngdt, nd tham chi con khong
kip leo xudng khoi luéi sat.

“Sau bo!”

C6 bé chac han chinh 13 Fujimura Miyako ay kéu toang 1én. Chirng nhu bj
tiéng hét ctia cd lam cho hoang hén, tay Yuichi budng ra. May 1a hai chan
cham dit trudc, nén mic du ngd dap méng, nhung khong bi thuong gi. Bén
trong c6 ai d6 dang hét. Hong bét! Chay mau! Yuichi vat gio 1én co bo chay.
Mai dén luc thoat khoi vong nguy hiém, trat xong ganh ning trén vai, nd moi
y thirc dugc c6 bé kia da hét 1én, “Sau bo”.

4

Téi thtr Ba, thit Sau hang tuidn, Kawashima Eriko déu cung Karasawa
Yukiho dén 16p hoc giao tiép tiéng Anh. Tat nhién d6 1 do ¢6 bi anh hudng
ctia Yukiho. Thoi gian hoc tir bay gid dén tam gio rudi. Lop hoc thém cach
truong khoang muoi phut di bd, nhung Eriko c6 thoi quen tan hoc vé nha



trude, n xong com t6i méi di. Trong khoang thoi gian ndy, Yukiho tham gia
luyén tap ¢ cau lac bg Kich. Eriko binh thuong van cung Yukiho nhu hinh
v6i bong, nhung dau sao ciing khong thé 1én 16p chin moéi gia nhap cau lac
bo Kich no1 duoc.

Toi thtr Ba, sau khi két thuc budi hoc thém, hai c6 bé sanh vai di canh
nhau nhu thuong 1€. Pi1 duge ntra chung, dén canh truong hoc, Yukiho noi
phai goi dién v€ nha, lién di vao bot dién thoai cong cong. Eriko nhin dong
ho, thay da gan chin gio, day la két qua cua viéc hai nguoi nd1 chuyén quén
tro1 dat trong 16p hoc thém.

“Pé cau doi 1au rdi.” Yukiho goi dién thoai xong di ra, “Me t& bao to vé
nha mau 1én.”

“Vay chung ta phai rao budc nhanh 18n r6i.”

“U, hay la di duong tat?”

“Duoc day.”

Binh thuong Eriko va Yukiho déu di men theo duong 16n c6 xe buyt chay,
gio r€ vao duong nhd. Di con duong nay cling nhu di trén canh thir ba cua
hinh tam giac, c¢6 thé tiét kiém dugc kha nhiéu tho1 gian. Thuong ngay, hai
co rat it khi di nhu vay, vi doan dudng nay khong c6 den nén rat toi, lai da
phan la nha kho v&i bai dau xe, it ¢c6 nha dan. Ho di td1 trudc mot cdn nha
chat day go, trong nhu nha kho chira go.

“O!” Yukiho dirng budc, nhin vé phia nha kho.

“Sao vay?”

“Co phai dong phuc cta truong minh roi & dang kia khong nhi?” Yukiho
chi vao mot chd.

Eriko nhin theo hudng ngoén tay co chi, bén canh déng gb dau thira duodi
theo chét ¢ sat tuong, co6 mot thir trong nhu manh vai tréng.

“Ha! Chua chac.” C6 nghiéng dau, “Chi 1a mdt manh vai thoi.”

“Khéng dung, ddy 1a dong phuc cua trudng minh.” Yukiho di t6i nhat thi
trong giong nhu manh vai ay Ién, “Cau xem nay, qua nhién la dang.”

Co nodi ding, mic du da rach, nhung dung 1a dong phuc cua trudng. C6 40
mau xanh nhat kia rat quen thudc véi Eriko va cac hoc sinh trong truong.



“Sao lai c6 dong phuc trudng roi ¢ day nhi?” Eriko noi.

“Khéng biét... 4!” Yukiho dang xem xét bd dong phuc chot kéu 1én mot
tiéng.

“Gi thé?”
“Pay nay.” Yukiho cho ban xem chd nguc 40 dong phuc.
Bién tén duoc dinh vao d6 bang kim bing, bén trén c6 dé “Fujimura”.

Eriko bdng dang trao cam giac so hai, chi thdy médt con run nhé nhe lan
qua song lung, nhitng mudn lap tic roi khoi ddy. Nhung Yukiho van cam
chiéc dong phuc rach ngé nghiéng khap xung quanh. C6 phat hién bén canh
nha kho c6 mot canh ctra nho khép ho, lién bao dan dom vao trong xem xe&t.

“Bon minh mau vé nha di!” Luc Eriko néi cau nay, chi nghe thiy Yukiho
thét 1én mat tiéng, dua tay bit chat miéng, loang choang lui ra phia sau.

“Sao vay?” Eriko run giong hdi.
“C6 nguoi... nam ¢ trong do... chac la... da chét ro1.” Yukiho noi.

Ngudi nam dudi dat 13 Fujimura Miyako, hoc sinh 16p 9-2 phan hiéu cap
IT truong nir Seika, nhung c6 chua chét. Mic du hai tay hai chan bi troi chit,
mi¢ng bi nhét gié, da hon mé, nhung sau khi dugc ctru, c6 nhanh chéng hoi
tinh. Nguodi phat hién ra co 1a Eriko va Yukiho, nhung ctru ¢6 lai 1a nguoi
khac. Hai co bé tudng co 1a xac chét, nén sau khi bao canh sat lién khong
dam lai gan nha kho ay nita, chi run rdy nam chit tay nhau. Nta than trén
ctiia Fujimura Miyako hoan toan tran trui, nira than dudi ngoai chiéc vay ra
déu bi 10t sach, virt & bén canh. Ngoai ra, con tim théy mot cai thi nylon mau
den. Nhan vién ctru hd hoa téc chay dén, dua Miyako 1én xe clru thuong,
nhung tinh trang ctia c¢6 bé khong thé néi chuyén duge. Ké ca nhin thay hai
nguoi Eriko va Yukiho, c6 ciing khong c6 bat ctr phan tng gi, doi mat tréng
rong than tho. Eriko va Yukiho ciing dugc dua dén don canh sat gan day, tra
101 vai cau don gian. Pay 1a lan dau tién Eriko di xe canh sat, nhung vi vira
m&i ching kién canh ngd tham thuong ctia Fujimura Miyako nén hai c6 bé
chang con long da ndo ma vui thich voi diéu do.

Mot nguoi dan éng trung nién c6 mai dau bac hui cua dit cau hoi véi hai
co. B& ngoai trong ong giébng dau bép trong tiém sushi, nhung khi chat thi
hoan toan khac. Mic du biét rd 6ng di c6 gang hét stc to ra nhe nhang,



nhung anh mat sic bén tinh anh ctia 6ng van 1am Eriko hoi so hii. Céc cau
hoi ciia canh sat cudi cung tip trung vao qua trinh bon cd phat hién ra
Miyako, va ho c6 manh mdi gi lién quan dén vu an nay hay khong. Vé qua
trinh phat hién, Eriko va Yukiho thinh thoang lai dwa mat nhin sang phia d6i
phuong, ¢ géng thuat lai mot cach chuan x4c nhat, canh sat duong nhu cling
khong phat hién ra diém gi kha nghi. Nhung khi héi c6 manh mdi gi khong,
ca hai déu khong thé cung cap bat ctr diéu gi. Vi duong phd ban dém nguy
hiém, nha trudng xua nay van din do cac hoc sinh néu sinh hoat cau lac bo
vé mudn thi nhat dinh phai két thanh nhom di duong 16n c6 xe buyt chay
qua, nhung trén thyc té hai cd chwa bao gio nghe néi xay ra 