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Fred told Dan that he had 
to stop writing.
“My thumb is hurting,” he wrote.
He signed his letter 
and added a note: “Write soon!”
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Phil’s Zoo Fun
Written by Alex Gardner

Illustrated by Nancy Peters

Decodable Reader 24

/f/ ph, gh

 Phil  enough graph Phil’s
 photos phrase dolphin(s) laughs

Phonics Skill
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Phil likes animals.
Every summer, he and his parents
visit the city zoo.
Phil can never get enough
of seeing things at that zoo.
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First, they go in the petting zoo.
Phil likes petting the horses.
He feeds them hay.
A graph posted on the gate
shows how fast horses grow.
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His mom gives him a bag.
It is stuffed with food 
to feed the eager goats.
Those goats eat from Phil’s bag.
His dad takes photos.
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Phil and his parents pet a soft 
rabbit on the way out.
Next Phil visits wild animals.
He sees signs with the phrase
“No food!”
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Hippos play in mud.
They look happy
by that cool stream.
Three foxes dart under bushes.
They are playing.
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In the fish house,
Phil sees sea stars, puffer fish, 
sea horses, and sharks.
Phil likes to see
the sharks getting fed.
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Before the zoo closes, Phil and his 
mom and dad see a dolphin show.
The zoo staff taught dolphins 
to do fun tricks.
Splash! Everybody laughs.
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Fun in the Summer Sun

Vowels aw, au, au(gh), al

 August all baseball walk
 always caught launch taller
 fall falls thaw

Phonics Skill

Written by Maggie Yeom 
Illustrated by Cherri Britze

Decodable Reader 25
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