TUYENTAP
TRUYENNGAN
CACTACGIA
DOATGIAL

NQEEL




VAN HOC NUOC NGOALI

Nhiéu tac gia

TUYEN TAP TRUYEN NGAN

CAC TAC GIA DOAT GIAI
NOBEL

Nhidu ngudi dich

TAP 11

Nha xuit ban vin hoc
Ha Noi 1998.



CAC TAC GTA :

Bjornstjerne Bjornson, Heinrich Boll, Pearl Buck, Ivan
Bunin, William Faulkner. Ernest Hemingway, Johannes
V.Jensen, Thomas Mann, Gabriel Garcia Marquer, Selma
Lager/:of, Luigi Piradello, Henryk Sienkievic,
Rabindranath Tagore, William Yecats, Rudyard Kipling.

CAC DICH GIA :

Lé Huy Bac, Quang Chién, Hoang Cuing, Trung Dure,
Tran Puong, Hoang Hai, Nguvén Tuian Khanh, Hoang
Ilitu Ky, Ngé Tw Lip, Hoang Thiéu Son, Tran Son,
Nguvén Tam, Thai Ba Tan, Ngo Bich Thu, Lé Ba Thi,
Duong Tuing, Nguyén Van, Lé Van Vién.



NGUOI CHA
Bjornstjerne Bjormson
(Nobel 1903)

ﬁhém vat chinh ctia cau chuyén nay la Thord Orerass,
ngudi dan ong giau va ¢ th€ luc nhit trong xi dao. Mot hom
ong ta xuft hién trong phdng cha xtt, ding ngudi cao, di¢u bs
trang nghiém.

-Vy con vira dé con trai - ong (a néi. - Con muén lam I r{a
té1 cho nd.

-Ong dat tén chau 12 g3?
-Finn. Theo t¢n ctta cha con.
-Th¢ con ngudi dd ddu?

Tén cha me d& dau cha dida bé duge doc ¥en va d6 dich thue
1a nhimg con nguMm ddng quy nhat trong sO ban be than thich cua
Thord quanh xif dao.

-Con gi nira khéng? - Cha xi ngudce 1én hoi.

Neudi nong dan do du mot chit, cudi ciing, ong ta noi:
-Con mudn 10 chite 1€ nta 18t riéng cho mot minh thang beé.
-Nhumg vao npay thudng ddy chiy?

-Tha bay 161, vao hic 12 gid tnra,



-Congrnra Khone™ Clhuose ho,

-Chircavay thor i cno Neuot nong dan sua L ma dinh
NINEE

Ray groycha sa madn nhona day:

-Davay. vim con mot dicu nda - Cha st tuén ve phia Thord.
cam (ay v nhin viao mat ong 1a, ndi mot cdch trang trong: - On
chta. thang be ¢ the s¢ i phiie Yanh doi van ong?

Mudn sau nam sau Thord Lar den gap cha s

“That ky Iy, nam thang chang c6 tic dong e wi ong! - Cha
X no1, bdt ong nhan thiy Thord chang thay doi chdr nio.

-B3 la vi con khong cé diét gi phién muon - Thord dép.
Nghe vav, cha xir Khong ndr gt nhimg mot Lt sau ong néi:
-law nay one ca dicu gl the?

-Tor nay con dén phien cha ve 18 bien (in ngiv mat cho thang

-Ci bd sang dy fam,

-Con s& chwra (ra tien néu chura duge bict so thir tr ena thang
be (al nha tha ngay mal.

-Cau ta sS 1 s mat,
-Vav T con da nghe. Hay Ta muron doba. thua cha.

-Ong ¢o can 101 aivip of nita khong? - Cha st hdic mit vin

e h

nhin Thord khong ron.
-Chi co vy thon, thira eha.

Yhord @i ra.



[hem Lo nam i o goas Mot hon, cha s nghe thay
nenin Ctia nhimg hieng on do cta Mo tdin nyudn dang udén L
o, Thord dan dda. brde vao mrde tien.

Cha xarngdng len va nhian ngay 1a ong ta.

-1o1 nay ong mang theo (wy ting ddy du qud, ong Thord a. -
Cha xaf ndi.

-Con dén d¢ véu cant ding ho cio vé dam cudt cua thang bé
nhiv con. NG sap Loy co Karen Storliden, con gar ong Gudmund.
natres dang dimg canh con day.

=The ur? Do T mdt ¢o gadi giau nhdl trong K dao.

-Mai ngucn dén ndi vay - Newdd nong dan ndi v dua mot
{ay hat mai (de ra phia <au.

Cha st ngoi ven mot lie, dudme nhu suy pehi rdt lung. san
Jd6 ehi en vao so  Khiome hinh Tudn @b theme M nedan dan ong
kX ten ben dirdi Thord dat ba dola 1én ban.

-TOr ch by mou dola thon - Cha x e,

-Con tit bret. nhimg con chr ¢ mar minh thang b Vi ahe,
con muon hi phdng vai cang chuven cua no.

Cha WY nhian Gén.

-bay 1a lan thir ba ong dén v chuyen clia con trar, ong Thord

-Nhimg by gior con sap 1o aong cho no rdi - Thord not va
vira 2p quyen sdach ba ndi vira chao tam bict. di ra.

Todn neuat cham an va theo,

Hai tuin 1& sae mot ngay im dp v lang ios har cha con
Thord cheo thuvén ngang qua ha, dén nhiv co Stortliden dé st
soan cho dim cudi,



-Tam van nay khong duce chdc chan - Aph con trai noi va
dimg 1&n d¢ chinh cho ngay ngin chice ghé dang npoi.

buing e dd, 1am van dudi chan anh ta br truor. Anh ta thét
[en mo1 néng, hat tay chdi vdi réi nga nhao xudng nudc.

-Bam vao mai cheo - Thord kéu 18n va véi va cheo thuyén vé
phia con.

Trong khi d6, ngudsi con trat da lat ngara, ¢& nhin cha that lau
roi chim nghim.

Thord khong thé in ngay vao dién vira xéy ra. Ong ghim con
thuyén bit dong hdi 1au, mét nhin rimg trimg vao ché difa con
vira bién mat, nhu thé anh ta chéc chan s& lai ndi 1én mat nudc.
Tam nude lac dde xual hién, n6i 1€p nhau, cudi ciing mot chiée
bong béng 16n ndi 1én, v rung. Sau d6 mat ho tré lai phang lang
vix trong sang ol guong.

Ba ngay dém lién ngudi ta thdy Thord cheo thuyén quan ddo
trén ho dé tim xdc con, khong an khong ngii. Mai rang sang ngay
thit ba ong ta mdi im thady. Thord b& con irén tay, di qua d6i, vé
dén tan vuon nhi.

C6 1& phdi dén mot nam trés qua k& tr ngdy hom dé. Mot
budi t6i mia thu, cha x4 lai nghe ngoai hanh lang ¢ ai d6 dang
than trong rdf tim chot aita. Cha xit ma clta, mot ngudi dan ong
cao, gdy, limg cong, t6¢ bac bude vao. Nhin ky héi lau cha xu
md nhin ra 6ng ta. PG chinh 1a Thord.

-Ong duao niy choi muon the! - Cha xit néi 16i ding ling
trude mit ong ta.

-0, a vang, da muodn - Thord ndi va ngdl xudng.

Cha xit ciing ngdi xudng ghé, chd dgr. Ticp theo 1a mot bau
im lang kéo dai. Cudi cing Thord néi:




-Con ¢6 mot chidt qua cho nhimg ngudi ngheo. Con muon no
duoe cot nhu L di san ctia thang nhd nha con.

Ong ta dimg day, dat o1 ticn [én ban 161 lai ngdi xudng ghé.
Cha xit dém go1 tién.

-Nhiéu qui! - Cha x noi.
-6 13 mot nira ¢id (11 khu vuon. Con vira ban hom nay.

Cha x0 ngdi yén lang hot 1au. Mai sau ong mdi hoi bang
maJl giong vliu mén:

-(A)ng du dinh lam gi bay gy, 6ng Thord?
-Mot diéu gi do t6t dep hon.

Ho ngdi @6 thém mot lde nda. Thord cii mat, con cha xi
nhin ong ta khong rii mat. Sau cling, cha xif ¢t tigng diu dang
va cham rai:

-Toil nghi, cudr cing cdu con trai d3@ mang phic lanh thue
thu dén cho ong.

-Vang, chinh con ciing nghi nhir vy - Thord dap va ngudce
nhin 1én. Hai giot nude mat 1o tudng tr tir 1an trén hai 0 ma.

Ngo Bich Thu dich



NHAC CONG PAI PHONG CAM O
LLANG PONIKLA
CHenryk Sienkievie

t Nohel 1905

Iu_\ul Khoo fao saos chang dén ndi dav, Klen L cd doi chian
cao keu 1en ga bude thoan thodt tren con dikmg 1ir ling Zagrabie
sang limg Ponikla, Ga cang 1ao bude mot Tae 15Gi them gid buol
M QUian doed van tren neunt th nean coe: chice ao v ting
nuan cim. chice ao fong i con nean hon mie chan bén ngod.
chide guin sode thé thao maw den. doi gidy da mong lai vich
huom. Them nira, tay ed oam chide ken aboa, 2id thot Khich
chice mu vd ddr dinh chat vao din trong bao wr ga dang ¢6 van It
rUgu ardc. trong con 1im i dang ¢d mot ndi mimg va lrong tam
hon ¢a Ta nhimg nguven do dan 13 ndl mimg nas. Cha la sdng
nay gi vira ki xong han thao grao keo vin thiy dong Kirajewk,
theo do ga ¢ L nhac cong dai phong ¢im cia King Ponikla. Ga -
i nay von chi Kemor ke ang thane, et quadn i ndy den quan
ritgu hhdae, hét ddm cindi no den didm cudi Kias het chy nay d&én
Chet noe B boi ne den hor kia 3¢ Kigm sone nhav thot ken oboa
hoae chat dat phong cam. alwmg (hi nhae cu ma @d La newro chai
oidi nhat vimg - nay di on dimhe ven vitat tinge Ponik o Rt diw
song dimg hoing died mai nha coa nimh. Co nhac cos han hoi, ¢
viom o, RO mip ten cone mor nany, chira ke cac Khoan thit Tao
khice, Lai o thanh the coa mot con neuon ma phat (e han phin



diroe col nho mdr Dac Chaced bon phan lam sing danh Chaia, (n
al cha kinh né, e phar Khong nao? Chi madi dis thoi ot iy
Macich Vo danh G0 (00 nao d6 i lang Zaerabic hoac Ling
Ponikia. chi can co vai thude raomge 1a da kKhinh g Klen ra mat
roi - con bita nay thien hay phar naa mit chio @i Nhoe cong da
phong cam - lai 3 mot A dao menh mong nhir the nay 1hi ching
phai La nam rom dau nhd?t DA e fao Klen ude ao duoe cdt chie
nehi¢p nay, o dicu chimg nao Lo eta Miclnickl con song thi ga
dau dam ming (Gi. Mudi ngon tay cua lao cimg cong. nén lao
chat din dén [ vin v nhung thiay donge khone nessa thai lio, b
haj ong gia cling lam vai nhau phat dén hai muot nam nay. Ma
1 Khi “Con ngtra ¢di™ cna thav dong dd vao bing o khong
thuone tice, Khign lio qua don ba nedy sau do. thi anh Klen ma
dam \in Dde Cha cho Gio liim, con (hay domg (thin ching chiit
nedn neai. boi neay ci ttong thinh pha thav ciine chang Kiém
nob MmO nhac cong dai phong cam choi Khi hon gd. CO tran bict
die Kien kicm duoe o ddu ngdn dan™ nhu viy van dal phong
Cim. v Ren v cac nhace ey khdc. Hiau phai cha ¢d truyén chao
oo v thii tre ong gia, von gace teh lang Zagrabie, lam Iinh chi
dau ¢o Tim nhde cong, Rhi vé g cu chuyén xe soi dav. chi cha
chice Ken tn von e nao cting cam chat bén ria mép cua minh.

Ho1 con con nit, chd nao ¢o ticng dian thi v nhar & dé cd mat
e Khi 1 mor ciu thicu nicn o8 sang lang Ponikla “hom dal
phong cam™ gidp lio Miclnicht, 1 aa sau, ¢ moc doan nhae dén
didn (a1 Yang Zagrahic, gd lien aon di theo ho, Mav nam licn ga
Fang thang cimg vai hai nhae nay, ¢ tol bict ea di dién O nhiing
dau, ¢ dicu chae chan. bac e noi nio: i cae cho. tal cae dam
curdi v cite nhir tham mai Khi hoi coa gl tan Gie hoie chet dan chat
mon thi ¢ maét g lang Zagrabic, mot au dinh (i chang con.
gd gdy com - vio song nhu mat cont chime trens canh, ga adp e
chat dang Wie thi maa vul cho ngudi rfin mac i, hie 1hi phung
st bire Chaa T,



Vi cho du thién ha bao 23 1a thang “1¢nh dénh™, pd vin trd
nén ndi uéng. O lang Zagrabie va lang Ponikla ngudi ta Khdo
nhau: “Klen van hoan Klen thor! Nhung hé hin chot dian 1a Chita
hét sdu, con ngudi thi (& nhoa hai mat™. C6 ngudi lai vin hoi:
“Tinh lai di, anh Klen, anh br quy dm hay sao vay?". Va ding 13,
cdi con ngudi com nhom, chan cao kéu nay dang bi gquy 4m. Hoi
Miclnicki con song, vao nhimg ngdy 1€ Idn ga thuong chui thay
cho 130, ¢6 khi sudt ngay g3 khong ron khoi cay dan. Nhat 1a khi
cude 1€ di duge ban phan, tdc con chién say mé cdu kinh trong
nha thd, huomg khéi tran ngap ca gido dudng, khi tat thiay mot
sinh linh ngan cao giong ca, khi chinh Klen say sia véi ngdn
diin, (hi 1€ cdu kinh cling vdi ti€ng ngan cua chuodng o, chuong
nhd, cing v& mbi huong tram, mii ho phach va cdc loal hurong
thio moc. cong 4nh nén chap chdn va dnh |4 ldnh clha binh
thanh the, khién 1ong ngudi lang lang cao do dén ndi dudng nhir
¢ glao duong dang tung cinh bay len. Khi ha thap, ldc nang cao
binh thanh the, thiy dong mat hm dim, mo mang ra bo khong
muc thi, con anh Klen ciing 1am vay & hén trén, anh ¢6 cam giac,
hinh nhwr dai phong cam dang tr choi, rang tiéng dan phét ra nr
nhimg ong chi nhip nho tra séng, tuén trao tya séng, o0 ao nhu
cong do, roe rach tira suéh reo, ({ tach nhu mua roi ngap tran Khip
grao duomg, ca dudi vom nha 1an chide ban (hd, ca trong nhiing
[an khoi 1an dnh mat trési va ca trong 1dng nguoi - lie dir dan song
WVCL VO tra s&m nd; lic y nhur tiéng ngudi tung niém; lic ngot
ngiao, e khoan hic nhat, e rai dév nhir chudi trang hat hoac
tiéng hot cta hoa mi. The roi. khi xong & misa, anh Kien tir chd
doan thdnh ca bude xudng, nom anh ngay ngdt, hai mat long lanh
vé moymang - con khi lai hoan mdt binh dan, ¢3 né va 23 nghi,
m¢t thdy mo. Trong hau dudmg thdy dong dii vao tay ga may
dong xu thi phai, kKhen cau gi d6 vao tai ga. roi ga lach qua ddm
dong md ma, ao ao phia ttade nha thd - va & d6 ngudi ta ngd mi
chao ea, cho di géi chi Ja ké dang phii & nhes nha nguai kKhdc bén
lang Zaprabic, ngudi ta phuc 23 sar &

10



CS didu anh chang Klen di qua phia trude nha thd dao phai
de duae nghe: “Nay, trong kia, Klen dang dit™ - Ma chinh 1a d¢
dirge thay cai sinh hinh yéu quy nhat dot cua g3 & lang Zagrabie,
& lang Ponikla va ca & tridn gian nay. 80 1a nang, Olka, con gidi
ldo thy déng gach bén lang Zagrabic, nang da an sau trong con
lim 23 bang doi mat xanh tua xa ciic cua nang, bing guong mat
rre sdang cua nang vit bang dét moi mong do fya anh ddo cha
nang. Thang hoac, khi nhin dd1 mét cach can trong anh Klen
hic¢u rang ong thg déng gach chang chiu trao nang cho minh dau,
Ide d6 gd nghi bung, bd quach nang cho xong chuyén, nhung 161
£d lai su khong ¢o gan 1am chuyén d6 - va anh chang buon riu
lam bam: - “Ui dao, réi nang phii fim cho bang dwge! Hén kim
ciing khong ddt ndi nang ra dau™. Ay ciing vi nang ma pa da gia
1r cude song giang ho, ga sGng vi niing, lic chai dai phong cdm
g3 muong tuong trong ddu la nang dang nghe, nén ga choi cang
hay hon.

Con vé phia nang, thoat tién nang y&u ¢ai “ngén din™ cla
23, sau d6 mdi yéu chinh ga - va vé nang anh Klen dé€ thuong
hon bat k§ trai lang n&o, diu anh ¢ khuon mat di thuong, ngam
den, d0i mat mo mang, chice vét téng clin ¢dn, chiée 40 1ong thd
¢dn ngan hon, chan dii ngoang, maah nho y nhu chan ¢d.

Ay vay ma. “ong ho™ thg déng gach, diu ciing thuding xuyén
dumg 2ié & trong tii lai khong ung trao con gai minh cho Klen.
“Con trai frong lang, difa ndo ciing nhin trdm con bé, - ldo 1am
bam v@i chinh minh. - vi¢e chi lai d€ cho mat thing Kien nhu
vay lam kho ddi né ndo?”. Thudng thi ong lio cho gd vao nhi,
nhimg ciing ¢ bita dng gid nhat dinh khong cho. Theé ma khi 1do
Mielnicki vé chin sudi thi moi thit lap uirc thay doi. Ky xong bin
¢1a0 keo vai thay dong, Klen dén ngay nha ong thg ddng guch,
101 g hao véi ong 1av (hé nay: “Toi khong bio 13 moi thi ¢6
ngay lap e, nhimg ma nhac cong dai phong cam thi khang phai
li dira giang hd dau nhé!™ ong chit ben moi i vao nha, dem regu



aac o e gie ndp dio gdo nho mor v Kbach. Con kin Olka odl
haen thi one mimng ciing han dua e Klen da thanb ong chil, 8¢ o
nha. co voim trge va sat thay donge S¢ Lo neudn coovane v nhat o
lamg Pomikla. The 1 Klen naon I ando ur traa cho tan chieu 1 v
nem hin hoan (91 dinh. Khonge ¢ht cua neng munh mi cog e
OlKa. con 2ic day g3 dang tren duomy ve lang Pomkda wvet [po
o dudi chin. (rong dnh boang hon,

Tron mdl e cang gid hudt, song vd chang han im chuyén
Ao, chi BidH chin ciing rio bude. vig di ¢d vira nghi v¢ ngay hom
nay. v& Olkac cho nén ed thay am han ngucn. Thure i trong doni
minh. ei chira hé ed, di chi fa mot ngin sung sudng. Trén con
duimg vang. khong mot bong cav. hai hén 1a cinh dong ¢ cong,
diy aser ma dudi vdng chiéu don sac Tae do hie xanh. ei nang
mem vul cua minh nhir the nang cice den prmeosor diimg trong
Jem 1o, G nha nhue o v i muone luong Lai e thay nhimyg
chuven di quas nao cnde ndr chiusen vt thay dong. nao chitven
kv otao keo, umg 100 ndl cua ong the déng each vk cia niang
OfKa. Lac hai diea ¢hi ¢ moOr minh. ning thod the o8 ga the nay:
“Em (i (he nao cting duoe! Em san sane di theo anh dén caing
(rof cudi dACma chang cin nhime (i cia nd do. nhamg visi ba thi
nhir vay 130 hant!™ - Lic nin vira doi on nang hét ndil v xon
aang trong long. g hon vae khovu 1ay nang. ror néi: ~Chiia ban
phude lanh cho nang, Olkal™ gy day, ho wedmg Tat, g@ ¢6 phan
aau ho 1 dd di hon vao el tay nding, ma sao lue dd gd Lt ndi it
VAl niing nhw vay, bdi ed cam nhan rang. ong tha dong cach ma
cho phép (ht hin ning <¢ theo i dén cimg 1o cudn dar. Sao mi
nang thye long dén viy! - Con bay ewld néu o6& dicu chig ¢a I8
nung ctmg di v g4, (rén con dutmg vimg. giita tos el rot. - “Nang
L cue ving quy hod ctaton! - Klen thim nght - khi da v, nang
SC L bachul™ - RO g cang tao bade, Khien (uy ¢t duan chin clng
Lao xaes to hom, Sau chae Tat ga L nghi: Mo ngudn nha nang thi
ching ¢6 chuveén thay 1ong dor da dau™, Ga thity mmh that nang
on voi nang, Bay @i ma co Oka hen canh chie vd khome kim

! “



nav: ed seogquang ken auone date gl chat nang vac nete minh.
Nhe 1 od da phiit 1am vige d6 nr cach diy mat gion Kho thay khi
nao cring viay: hé can phai lam el da, hode ndi @i do tir edi fong
minh v nhur ¢ “nguai ngdy ngd. hedi gimg cong ™. Tha chon dwi
phong cam con dé hon!

[te nay dad may vange vado vin o siang o dang 14y bau i
dot dan thanh Mol bang vang, rdt sgn ving v san cimg (Gt hin.
Man dém ap xuang, cie vi sao [ap lanh tén bau tron, chidng nhin
aiong mat ddt bang con mat sic sido va rio hodinh nhu vin
thuomyg nhir vy (cong mua dong. Troi gid fanh dén ot nhae cone
dai phong cam tong cua ling Pomkla bat ddu thay buot hai L,
vi rilt thuoe dia hinh nén ga da quy &t dinh di i qua cdanh dong
cho chong vé dén nhis minh.

Vi sau chac 141, (ien canh déng ménh mong. bang phang.,
ddy uy St triang, pd hod thanh moi il hone den. cao keu. nhar 1o
trong. nom dén buon cuan. Ga nghi bung. d¢ et i @id co 18
minh choi ken vy, chimg nio cde ngdn vy chua b cong. v the
La 2d lam nhur pa nghi.

Ticng ken 6bhoa vang vong trong dém 161, enra dong Khong
mong quanh, virg Ta tar vita hiv hat, duonge nhur cd phiin & sy cili
mal phang trang tinh viy budn (¢ nav. Liche ken Tai cang them Ta
Ahi Klen choi wian ban v Lin vt ¢d dang nehi vé cude mimge
oM nay & nha ong 1o the dong gach, can xong Iy thit nhit. 16i
Iy thir hai gi bit diu chor ken v i con nang Olka cao himg,
giong nho nhe hat dém theo e, By 2icr ¢4 mudn chot Ly nhime
bai dd, cho nén bai dau Gién ¢f chor 1 Bai hom nay nang da khoi
Mae;

X Cliga {roe van ni,
Cho thet phdange I

Xin Chuia Troi dan ngicn 100 veu 1251,



Lo contondiono!

[A0 the dong gach o Khong hich B ndiv, viong oo
“hinh dian’ e 1o bao hae dua hde ihime e cacunge dinby v
The L hao b chir chuven sange b khie, bar Otk hoe diroe o
Zacrabie:

“Nar ndwik b di e
{0 lar nha nang Helunwe dep nha trandi.
Noodd Tk ve, nhae négi ran,

Lindy kéog thor vane. manre Helwna ngo sav™

oy they dong cach b nay heme e cid nha cao himg tht
I sav sia bt bat vui nhon ohiée binh xanh ™, Co widn trong hay
NOL s MG ol cudd, con thoat dixa nang khov, nang than, e
ol by b v

“Chiec bindy xanhy ciier ent,
CClrere tam vo nat 1o
Con anh chang an u ¢ nang the nay:
SN de dine Khoo mia,
Anhavacn cho ent!”

Olka don het griong, ot Kéo din ~civee binh sanh cua em!™,
ol gang cuoot Khtie Khnch, Kien dir micne khai kens gra do Lam
e ddp La nang od pliby manh tay:

SNindr, diene Hhoe nia

Con lae nave gt dom denad nha Lar i var [ie ban nedy . ga
thow Bag ehice hinh xanh cua em™ 161 ¢i mim et Khi dol mo
ding ban thor vio ken con cho phép g lam nhie vas. Phar cdr o
fanh cong den ndt mor i dinh chat vao 16 ken, cie ngdn tay (€

[+



cime khang tira not van ken, cho nen mot Lt sau gd danh ngime
(thoi vi bude HEp. thd han hen, miat pha phae vithd doe. Mot lic
<att @i (ham miet, i ga da khong liome e mot dicéu. hoa ri
tuyét trén canh dong con day hon iren con duding diy 6 ga, cho
nen 9i ey rat moi 1an it don chan cao kéu fen Khor uyet, Ha la
chira KE. ¢ Lam chd cdnh dong b tring xuong, bilo tuy ¢t san
hang tit thiy. d¢ bang qua nhimg chd d6 phai 101 tuyel san den
tan dau gon Bay gid kKlen thay nice 1 minh khong di theo duimg
lang. v bict dan Ton eap duge maoi chice xe ngua vé Llang Ponikla.

Sao dem cing 1ap kinh, ol cang gid budt, vay ma Klen todl
mao hoic Tuy vave hé lae nio gio thoe 1én cao, theo canh dong
(hoi ta phia song. thi ga lanh 1hiu xuong. Ga toan lai thoi ken,
SONE MIGNg 24 (AC Ui, cang mét hon.,

RO cude, cam gide o don bat ddu adam chicm tam hon gl
Bon be thanh ving, Ginh mich vt im dng la thuomg. Tai Ling
Ponikla mot ngdi nhd am ap dang chey ¢, nhung ga L thich nghi
vé lang Zagrabic, i 1am bam vai chinh minh: “Olka ¢idy nay
dang ngt, nhung ¢ @6, lay Chia 16, trong can nha am ap!™ Va
khi nehi rang & d6 Olka ¢é di am. da sang. thi (rdi tim chan
thanh cua anh Klen thdy thém mimg. kKhi chinh gd a1 nay dang
bt rét. bi 1o,

Sau chdt, qua diye canh dong, tep do fa nhitng b chin tha
lae dide cay d0 ting. Anh Klen mct nhoii dén.ndr ed muon ngdi
sup neay audng bén mot bui cay nao do d¢ nghi. Nhung i Tai
nght bung: “The thi minh cher cong mat™, nén @i Tai bude udp.
Khon thay, chd cic ciay dd time va dudi chan cac hiang rao ci
nhimg ¢on tuyét. Klen viror qua duge may ¢on vt nhar vy thi
Kict stie dén ndi cudi cling od lam bam v&i chinh minh:

-Minh ngdi xuong day. bimg 6 ngi thiép di thr minh khong

hi cdng, ma d¢ khot thicp di thi minh lai chon bin “chiée binh
sanh cta em™



The 1 ¢d nedi phich voong. bat dau thar Vactieng ken hio
hat Tag ot 18n trong dem tinh mich tren nén el trang. Co dicu
~an ma har mat cta Klen o dip Tas réi not phac “chice binh
vanh™ véu «a nhd dan, sae cting hoan (oan im bat, Ga c6 ciromg
fr ghic ngu. ¢a vin con tnh. con nghi we Olka. o6 dicu g cim
thav sao ma trong (. sao ma co dom L vay, @3 tira ho mét ke
b Iang guén. v ga 14y tam fa tin sao cong ¢di (inh mich nay,
trong ¢t dém den nay Tl Khong ¢ ning Olka & bén minh.

Vis g4 1lam bim:

-Olka, iy nay nang & dau?

RA1 sau d6 ¢ lai thét 18n, nhi the poi nimg:
-Olkat...

Chice ken oboa tudt khai dot tay (& clime cua ua.

Hom sau, dnh binh minh ror vao thdn linb ga cling vaé ¢y
ken. dang ngdi e the, chan dii ngoang . mat bam tim tra ho virg
Kinh npac, vira cing tai nghe not nhac cudr cong cia bin hidc:
“chi¢e binh aanb cta em..

1.é Ba Thu dich
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CHIEM BAO
Henryk Stenkicvic
(Nobel 1905

ﬂ&fm no, mot hoi tu tap de¢ ke cho nhau nghe nhimg chuyén
I k4. nhimg chuyén v& hinh cam, chuyén nhin (hay ngudi oo am
vit nhitng chuven dar loa nhar vay. vic nhitng thar chuyén aem ra
dio nay ngay chng lam ban de cide v duoe mas viv cdc vi Khong
M

Trong hoi d6 ¢d ¢ mdt vi thiy thude i gia duoe menh
danh 1 k& hoit nghi, khi sdp min chuyén mot biu chi fién hai ong
ta the nav: Ong oi. trong cdi dasi ong. ¢é khi nio ong pap mol
chuven gi dé ma chinh bin thin ong cling khong giii thich noi
hay Khong?

“Thuds 101 con do (61 hoa nien @ ma. - thiy thude dép, - (0]
1imge thiy chiém bao, thue ra la mot loat gide chiem bao. kY uic
dén ndic nhine chuygn 101 vira durge cac vi ke cho nghe Thoi
chiing ¢ thaim vao dau. Bay gids cdc vi ma doi nghe (hi 101 day
ain ke lai.

Ca hor lip ude v cu cdu vi ong doe 10 kE nhur sau:

-Mudi hat nam vé e 101 ¢6 dén Biamiz d¢ du ngoan va
1am bicn. Rt & do 1o da phai fong mot eo gaii ngudi Anh. cidi o
nang van ho do Gim théu diy hinh viy cd. DO Lmot co pdi di ks
Net ndi. nght oin chuven L, CO Mot bita nimg 2111 (0t vo nhidu v
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khac 1on sing ning & Lai teen thuyen dén tan by gty sang. Chung
101 npam sao 0o, k¢ cho nhau nghe chuyen am hon du ngoan 11t
vinnh (ondy sang tinh w khdce Liae ve nha 1o met tu, nea
thicp luon trén ehd banb khi dang doc hie thu vira thiy 1rén ban
lam vice. Man nham mat duge chiie afu 101 dia muc thi mimh dang
buedie ra khoi mot ngoi nha la tat mot thanh pho 1on va gap mot ¢o
xe tang dang dimg ngay (rude cong ra vio. D¢ ghing gial cho cie
vi quanh nim ngay thang chi quanh quan & x6 nhi dF xim nai
thém, o ngoatl quoc ngudi ta khong 6 chd nguat qua co tien inh
Xa ¢O ey nha ting hinh kim e thdp nhir & ta dan. Xe ang & ngoai
bang nod ¢d hinh ding giong nhu mot chiée xe ciru thuong duge
kéo dai them mot doan, ¢6 16ng kinh hai bén, ding san o6 cita ¢
dua guan tal vao trong xe. Lic chiém bao tor nom thdy vy do.
Nhung chuyén dau chi ¢é thé. Mot chang trai chae muds [am o
dimg hén ¢d xe tang, hin van 1dm 4o choang den ¢ nhicu da
nho dinh diy khuy kim {oai. Nom thay 101 chang trai 1ién md cura
x¢ tang, toi 2d el khom nguoi 1ay tay fam hicu, lich suomdi 1o
birde hoac chui vao bén trong. Ddu rang trong chicm bao ¢o Rhoi
chuyen di (hutmg van cif wdng 1a thong thudmg. 3y vay mi (01
van con nhd la 1de do 1oi hodng hon den ndi 101 phit vé dane sau,
khicn dau dap ddnh bap vio thimh ehd. Duong nhién fa toi unh
diy luon.

B quin quyvt vdi ¢ a ngudt Anh md to1 quén piic chiém
bao ny duye har ngay. nhimg dén dém thi ba thi eiace chiem bao
A6 1ap Lai, vin hien nguyén hinh cdi chiven Ky la hom trude. Sau
d6. var quang cdich khong déu, i do ba hoace han bita giac chiem
bao dv Tai 140 dicn. RAE cude 161 phat met vi chuyen nay. Cii L
& ¢hd, 1an nao ciime mt thay chinh neoi nha do, chinh cd xe tang
dd, nhat Ly vin bo quian &o do va van khoon midt ctia chang trai
[tic nao ctng ding bo lich thiep nhir et man 101 bude vao.

Toi vin ¢on nhd nbir in tam 4o choing den cua ching trai <6
nhicu dii vl dinh day khuy Kim loai bé s nhit hang La man toe
sdng viv dor mat (rang di nam cich aa nhau, nom tua hd mat ci.
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Chung cuc cide v phin conge nhan mot dreu Lie mot kb e
chiem bao e Tap die Lap Jar hoat nhar say th nguon aed I do de
nicchor dit

Vo tuan sau dotor fen duomg di Pare va i dacthue ding can
Khach sanomem ¢d co nang neuoi Anh cta (GG Chadee thi den da
vao buer chicu. quiéding c1cran trira. mat doan dong banh Kha dong
ol neuds guen. Toi voi vine thay quin oo 1ol ra thang mis
dang \uong phang an o ng dud, Ngoar hanh laing (i thay ddam
neten qlicn cua 1O dang dio ve phia thang mav, oy ohien 101 1a
ng Ut dn cira thang may dau ten v tor anonde digne San efav 1l
toi nghe thiy iéng col ket nho nhe coa thang mids, iep do ra
thang may mds ra v thinh Tinh o1 bai phit v phia sau. tra ho o
virr nom thay thian chét vav. Nor cua thang niiy rong md auit
hien chang trar Mmudi Tam. (G sdne Vi mat nom nho mat ci, van
tim do choing den vad nhimg dar vie co dmh Ry Kime loai s
het nhuar ton time thay irone chicm hao,

Chiing vay dimg neay G cira (hang may con dang chong
chanh varbang e ehr ieh sy hin mon ion buae vao.

Phii thure T Ban ddo tien tonge 3o o <o phidt dimg 1o o4y
D1 nhicn L ton 1l nha moc ke mal hon 1oi chay hang bang
theo cice bac ciu thang xudng ting dudi, Phome dn o dins & ma.

Thane mady chilc con dod them Khich, com 105 lae ndy ngu
tren chice ehe bap benh dit & ngoal nén sanh cua phong an. o
trin nh Jai mat may van Gl met - Va1 chang bict adia . co
IC My clay. ¢d 1S may phiat da (roi qua ron thinh Tinh fai 10i nehe
v cd neng ngutn Keu that thanhc teng da 1y (éng cot ket
khien ton sng Taon.

K tihy diy (0f bat eap v tien simh nhimg sae nguon duee
quin vin B ghrong mot cach vor Vi thiam diy miéu,

Chimy trai cting by nan. M <at nay tor man hay.
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Ny hav g ar muon thi hay e thich xem <o, Cie v v
tor L ke hoar neht qaa o phad. ban neu nedor Khide ma g
hoven do thi dime hong tn (oi.

Le Ba Thie die h



NHUNG NHAM LAN KHOI HAI
Henryk Sienkievie

(Nohel 1905

Csch ddy chimg nam san nam gi do. i mot dia diém thude
dia hat Maripozs neudi ta phdi hien ra mé dau. Nhimg man o
nhuin kich stoma cic mo diaun 0 Nevada v cae bang khiae dem lal
dd khien may vi chu (hau chung tay lap npay mot cong iv lien
doanh d¢ khan thac mo mai phat hién niy . Neudi ta luon 1361 diy
du ool thict bir may bom, ¢an trye, thang leol thiing 1o, thiing
nho. may khoan va el ndi hoiz ngudi ta dimg nha cho (e thiy én.
dac cho dia diem nay cdi wen “Struck O, Vi ching bao Lau. tai
vimg dat van Rhi ho. ch gdy, kKhone mor bong ngudd nay. noi
cach diiy mot nam duy ¢hi ¢é nhitng chi ché séi dong ¢o e ngu.
dit moc ien mot ap i vl van chue ngdt nha, cd v tram din tho
o,

Hai nam sau Struch O dd duge pon o the tridne Struck Ol
That viy. nd di 1a “thr trdn” v@& didy du v onghia coa tr ndy. X
i <0 lhe nay dd co mor thg gidye mot tho may, mon the moe,
mot (he ren. mot thes cham vis mat doe (¥ ngudti Phiap sinh song
day. Hoi con & Phdp ong doc ty nay lam the cao raa, nhang cooi
cling. con ngrdt "uven hic” va vo hat nay, nav 1 doc 1o My da
3 Nen vo cling (uan trone.

Nhir chinén «an thuomg ¢ & eie e irim nhd, one doe
Tany i vice bdn thuoe v bidn tem thue vy L ong cd (an ba nghe.
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Cung songe nhu fam doce @3 ong L han thudoe ve hae hoi e
rong hict thuoe cua ong chi vd the mua diroe b thi thuoes st
neol v Leron, Onge ofitTang 13, nha nhan nay thione nor van el
con henle et minhe

- Cac v khaon phat ¢ nead dicu g1 khi diing thuoe cua o, To
von co e guen. khi phdt thude cho con bénh, bac a1 ton cling
ur minh uong MmOt beu y het nbie vay. bai 10 en ring. nd mi
khong Lim on hai site khoé ca (on, thi no ciing chang gity ha
cho @t Khoe coa ngudr benh. Puang Khong!

- Bamy dhing a! - May ba con da dwe trdn ane tea [on ho
+ khong nghi. bon phan cda cic doc W dau phat chi ed viee dimg
lam b nguan khaace, macon La ot gitip nita

Ong Dasonville, - ddc 1 ¢6 et ten nhu vav. - dac ¢t nin
vito cong hicu vt vin cua beroa. Pa bao lan. tar vdc cude hop
AGc 10y e ma, thao thao bat wayet tade cong ching:

- Thua quy ong. quy ba! Xin quy ong, quy hi hay un. Leroa
la tuyer hdo! Tol dd bay muwi, sudl bon must nam rong, ngay
nio cling ditng LTeroa, vi cde vi hay nhin day: (rén dau 1o khong
R e 1y Mot s 1de ba.

Ciac ba v cde ong fai ¢o the dé v v thav, qua diing 13 dac 1
Khong ¢ mot soi 16e bac nio, khong mot son bt 18 dau ong ta
nhin (thin. €A didu, nhimg d& § dai loal nhu gy cine khong gitip
dirae 21 cho sy lon manh cta (hi trdn Struck Ol cho nén chib a
liam vice da ea.

Luc nay thi tran Struck Ol ¢t phinh ra va phinh ra. Sau ha
nanm dd ¢ mor duong xe I tén Gy, Thi (ran ¢ nhimg quan
chiic e, Ong do 1 diege nhice naudsi ham mo. v wrcdach 1a dan
hicu cua gid o thire dude ban B thim phan Con e the
L1y, MOL neiot Do Thi Ba Lan. ong Devis Lam cinh sadt tradng:
ci neanh cianh sat O ddy chi ¢d doc mo vien chide. khong hon.
Khong kém. MOt ngon truome dunye £ay et Juds s didu hiinh i
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man cua Cpido s Madam™ mace pha nir van o con tinh ucl. bi
viem gt man imh: vic day nira, khdch san ddo ten vaén cai ien
Hotel “Higp ching quac™ dimg sime sing.

“Hoat ddong Kinh doanh™ cling cuce Ky <0 dong. Viee auddt
di mang {ai nhimg man 1o nhudn béo biv. Neudi ta thay ong
Devis cho dat mat w kinh trung bay thude cira hiang clia minh,
arone nhir ki¢u ngudi (@ viin trang hoang cde hicu eidy ¢ San
Francisco. Trong mat cude hop., dan pho di ned 1o cam ta ong
Devis vé cde vat trang hoing mdéi ¢4 cua thanh pho nay: v dite
khiem 1on coa mot comg dan tai (o mat 1én, one Devis dap o
Xin cam ta! Xin cam ta! Co o1 dau!

3 dau ¢o tham phan va canh sét rudmg [ & do eo vu vige.
Picu nay doi hor phai viet 1ach, phat co gidy (on Ngoal 1a ¢ oo
pho Cojtes i pho Thir Nhit dd moe [en mor cora hing van
phonyg pham™. G d6 neud ta bin cd nhat bao chinh ui v nhimg
(& tranh cham bicm v¢ Grant dudi dang mot (3o nonyg dan vat stra
bo, mircon bo L 1iéu bicu cho nude M. Bon phan clia mot cinh
<at trudmg nGi chung khong biit ong (a di cam bin nhime bite
tranh lowy nhir vy, bt cai do dau 6 thude cinh <d.

Nhume den day chira phai di hétl. Thinh pho My khong thé
song thicu bio chi; nam tha hat tror qui, Mot ap chi ra don v
(icu ¢ Tap san (T bay hing tuin™. S6 dan (hi tran Struck O1l Yit
hao nhica tht s npuct dat mua tdp san 1a ngin dy. Bién tdp vien
coa &y bdo kiem luon nguor xudt ban, ngudi in lodt va ngudi ph
hanh. Cai nhiém vit cudi cling nay dé gt o1 v ong, vi ong con
nNUAI b sira nira Vi sang sdng phai di dua sita 1 dme nha. Tuy
nhicn dida dd ndi chung kKhong can iy ong bat diu cac bai xd
ludn ciia 10 bdo bang nhimg 1 “Gid nhar vi Tong (hong hén mat
ctia nude MY chdng ta lam theo 161 kKhuyén ma ching ta da noi
Cho amg ta (rong SO hao (rude™ vin vin...



Vay Ja. ohu chidnge tda thay oot can tu tan Stinck Onl co
phude nay chang thieu thi g1 Phin nda. do dam the oid K thae
Jdiau khong ¢o tinh gay go. cimg khong ¢6 cic thor xiau ma nhimg
neudt di dho ving thuong mac phar, nén th tran hér dobinh yvén.
Kkong ar ddnh 160 nhaw, cing khong heé nghe thas cae vu “su
1O 1o, Cude song ol qua yen on. ngiy no giong ngay kia hdt
nhu i ot nude vay. A g lam “Kinh doanh™ (i sdng <ém,
101 dén ho dot rie trén cde duamg pha. vie néu nhir Khong ¢ hop
hanh 21 thi ho di npa, dinh ninh riang, chicu (@ man ho fai dot rde.

Canh sat trudmg chi ¢ mot kho khan duy nhit 1y khong (he
dep noi ddm dan pho vin diang sing cachin ban nhimg con ngdng
i thudmyg bay ngang qua thianh pho lic chi¢u (. Luat cua thianh
pha quy dinh cdm no sdng trén duong pho.ma. Gia day chr o mo
thi trin nho. nghco nan cho cam, -canh st (nrme ndi. -mi 16
dad co bao vy, nhung trong mot thinh pho lon nhu the nay,
tach! diing ! tach! dting! thar cha dep chiit nio.”

Dan pha ling nghe. gat o dap lai: “Bam vang a™ Ay vay
ma khi chict (3, he rén bau i hong nhat uat hicn nhimg chud
trang v xdm (i ndi kéo ra bicn Ly ai ndy quen ngay 107 hia, véic
cichin ta va sting lai no gion, Ong Devis holn 1oan ¢6 quyén gidl
g K¢ pham phap 1§ chd ngdi thim phan va ngin tham phan co
the phat Gén ho. Co dicu, chd'quén Ty, nhimg ké pham phap Lic
om dau chinh [i con bénh cua dée 1 cho nén. 1ay no rlta sach
tav Ko thi dueoe, ehar tay no chd ed can tay ha.

Thi (rdn Struck Oil ven binh nhar rén hiau o, vay mi bang
nhicn nhimg ngdy dep d¢ do chiam dint.

O day ¢ 18 can gidi thich. the nio k- hien ap hod” 8 MS.
Hica tap hod ¢ nghia B ara hing ban (e ¢ mor thie: 0 dé eo the
mua bor mi, mi, a1 g chol Khay doc gaod ca tichy sesmi, md
lom. hat giong, o Khode. quan din, bong den. ene. bia, dutmg . bl
ding codo hiang gidv. ci Khoo iom L [ moi thir ma con naudn co



the can. Thoat dau trong thi tran Struck Ol chi co duy nhat mot
hicu tap hod, MOt npuon dian ong Bac ten I Hans Kasche [y cha
hicu. Neun Dire eoc Pho nay ia mor anh chang tinh tinh diém
dam. di ba muren nham i, mat 161, khong (0 béo nhung Kha rin
chic: ching hao gids thay anh (a van 1& phuc vi bao gidt miche
cling ngam tin. Von uéng Anh cia anh chi du ding Fim “kimh
doanh™ khong hom, khong kém. Anh (a i an budn bin kham
Kha, cha the mia sau mot nam, & thy irin Struck O1l nguda ta di
Khao nhan “anh ta Kidm duoe™ phi 131 bac ngin.

TIE 1o thir finh mot hicu tap hod th hal xuat hign.

Vi chuyén Iy long! Chu higu (hit nhat ta mot ngudt dan ong
Dire, ngudi 1ap hicu tht har 13 mdt ngutn dan ba bac:
“Kuncgunde vir Eduard, Eduard v Kuncgunde!™. Chi bao lau
cude xune dot gitra hai bén bang no. SG 1 (the niy: 0o Neuman
hoac “Niuman™ nhu co vin 11 ximg, dem maon hinh. nudng 1am
bang bot bi ron [&an xude va phen chua thét khiach trong bita “tige
Khat tricng. NhE ra oo dd bi b mat trurde ¢ong chting vé chuyén
nay. ncu nhu co khong chit dong eiir fai va dua ra nhimg bang
chimg khing dinh ring, bai bao bot mi ctia o vin chira B b
t2m, nén hat Tam béanh 1 ¢o mua cia anh Hans Kasche von fa tay
¢i ghen vy tham thay. ngay tir dau anh ching da ¢6 ¢ dd lam ma
mat nit doi tha cta minh (reede cong ching. Thire ra, nguesi (a 33
¢O the thy (rude, the nao ro1 hai hicu tap hod ciing s& kinh dich
vt nhatis niimg khong ar bict trude duoe 1o s Kinh dich do s8
bicn thinh mar thit hin kinh kKhing gitta hai ngudd. Ching bao
[aw sur cam ghét di i (h mite, Hans chi dot rie khi ndo gid o6
thé¢ thor khai vio cra hine cha nii do1 phuong: ¢on nir dé
phuong khong gor Hans 1o @i khde nepoai cdi tén "Lio D™,
Hans cho dav [y mon i xde pham gheé eédm Jdoi vén minh.

Luc diu dan pho,ehe crdi ca haic hon nia ca har dea Khong
N dirge ticng Anh. Tuy vave do hiing ngiy Tui w31 hai eira hicu
mua som nen din di rong thi eiin hinh thanh hai phai. nhine
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natrh theo Hans vi nhimg ngudi theo Neuman. Ho bt dau nhin
nhau bang con mat o kv, dicu nag dé e dong \dau tdi cuoe song
harth phite viv sucvén tinh cita the trin Struck O1L eong hoa va din
(N nhing ric roi npuy hiém rong trong lai. Nhi chinh i uyen
thim, nng Devis, mudn trict cdi xau tr ede. cho nén ong ging st
hoi gidi giffa hai anh ¢hi Dic. DA bao 1ian ong ditng npay giita
pPha ndI vai ho bing téng ire:

-Nuay, anh chi cai nhau cat ndi gi nao? Cha phir ci hay déu
mua gray cua mor hicu la g1? Bay gior o1 dang ¢d loar ma e
thanh pho San Francisco khong sanh noi nhe.

-Can gi phat di quing cao giay dép v cdi 1ao khong Tau nita
s& di chan dat, - ¢co Neuman chua chat ngde 1o

-161 <8 khong ban chiu vi cap @10 diu, - Hans tr on dap far.

Cian phai bi¢t rang, ¢6 Neuman, mie diau la phu nir Dire,
nhumg ¢d cap dut dep tuyét van, chp nén may 1o hong 216 doe dia
Ay lam o e dén (an co.

Trong cde cude hop cila thi rdn hail phai bat dau dua chuyén
cua anh Hans vaco Neuman ra; song 0 nude My din ong khong
bao gity ¢6 e phiat moi khi ¢o chuyen var phu nit. cho nén da phin
nzhiéng vé phia co Nceuman.,

Cha bao lau Hans nhan thay, cira hiéu cia anh dao ndy ching
fov ian L bao.

Tuy nhién, ngay ¢o Neuman cung cha kicm chie gt duoc
nhicu, bdi it cd pho ni trong thi trdn lat nghieng & phia Hans -
mity ba d¢ ¥ thay cac die ong chong clia minh thuemyg lut 16 mua
hitng ¢hd co gal Pie xinh dep vi 1an nao cling ay ho la ca ¢ do
Jau on Ta Haw.

Khi khong ¢on mot bong khdch nio o ci har cud hing, Hans
vied Neuman ra dang eifta cua, neadts no dor mat nguon kia, nhin
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nhat nhu muon nuot chung. Bay mo co Neuman e giong hil.,
hat trude Lan dict cua bin "Auguxtin veu dau ctia toi:

o Inde, Lao Bde. La-1.0 e, Fa-1.50 Dic - (et

Hins dire mat nhin e chan, d¢n than ngudn v cudi amg 1
mal ¢t nine. 1a bo nho ngudt dang quan sat Kac con chad séi i
aict cach dav mOn thing, sau do hit ra tieng cudt nay lra va ndi
1oy:

-Lav Chiat

Long cam ghét trong con ngudi trdm tinh nay da fen i
mite, moi sang Jay hé dimg trude cira ma khong thay ¢o Neuman
dau e thi anh ta o di di, Ta Tal nhur thich mot gdi g1 do.

Nhe ra tin lan da o the xay ra mot s lan dung do gifra ha
neton, néu nh khong cd chuyén Hans bict chic minh & bi thua
trong bat k¥ vu Kién cdo nao, nhit 1a cd Neuman o6 dang san
mimh ong bicn Lap vién ctia (© “Tap san thit bay hang (an™. Hang
nn Lo cd dicu nay ki anh g ung tin cd Netman mang vl gid.
Ma ciing ¢ the i nhur vy thie, bai & My day 1 chuyén khd pho
bien. ThE Eemon tan sau do, ten 1 Tap san thit biy hang tuin”
da ding mot bat sim séte trong dé sau khi noi chung chung vé
nhimg 100 vt Khong cua “nhitng Lio Dae™ dng bién 1ap vién da
Két thie bane [0 dam biao trinh trong, xem day Ta “nguon tin
ddng tin cdyl rang doi vd cda ctlra hang bi va khong no 1o v
that.

Tir d6, sdng sdng Hans uong ca phe den thay sira, anh khong
1Ay <l cua ong bién (Ap vidn nita, thay vao dd cd Neuman hang
neay nhan ¢ hat audl. Ngoai ra ¢d da biio thg may, may cho co
mot bo vity licn 3o sao cho chd ngue ¢ the khicn cho mol nguds
tin. Hans 1i k¢ vu khong.



e < ranh ma cuacdan ha Hans cam thay b Tie - Frone
Khi da cos wdn Pire ngay nao cing vay, wr fae anh nee da dung
trude cira hang ¢t giong har man lie mat (o:

-Lao e, Lao e, La-L.ao Dire, La-Lao bite. -t

“Buy 2165 G co (hE Tam g1 v con nho nay nhi? - Hans suy
nehic - 1a co lia mi tron thune doe dé biy chadt. 1a cang co the
diau doe giv cia hana chi? Ma khong! Npudi 1a <& bat mmh phai
den mat! Mi Khong, ta biét (a phai Lam gi ron™

Vi mot budi 161, ¢6 Neuman it ngace nhicn Kbt nhin thiy
Hans om mot bo cay hiromg duong dai dem rii xuong o1 di cho
phia Jdiréi chén song cira & nhil ham. “La thit. hin lam cdi g
viy? - Co nght, - Dt khodt By cdi @) do dé x6 minh!™ - Lic nay
(ron i nhd nhem. Hans il ciy hirdng diremg theo hat ver, & gitta
chira Ion di vao cra s0 nha hiam, 1¢p dé anh ta be mot vat i do
phit hao i, quay hmg v¢ phia o Neuman. g& bao i khén vat by
mat, fdv 14 hudng duong pha lai 130 anh ta di T cho eemg rao
VI IEn tromg chit gt do.

MA (O mo cua ¢ Neuman ndi 1én.

“Han la hin viel gi do vé minh, - ¢o thdm nghi. - thol hang
v de cho thién ha di nga het da, ta <& ra do xem sao. din ed phai
e - e »
¢hét cang cam™.

Lam xong vice Hans 1¢n gdc vin 1a0 dcn ngay.

Lic niy ¢o Neuman ohanh nhau khode do choang ngd vao
ngudt, di hiv vao doi chan khong (i 1ol bang gua dudmg. Bén cho
cd i ey hudng duong ¢o di thing theo 161 vao chd cita sa nhi
hidm d¢ doc nhimg dong chir trén udng. Bang mat ¢ 1irem ngueoc.
nits NS ¢o ngd vé phia sat. mom keéu dan dom: b dé - Tagp
A6 By nhimg 1an ken cdu tavdt vong: CChau toi van! cia L0 et (61

vt

Cura SO 1en gic ma ra.



-Cai gi thé nay, - giong Hans nhe nhing, - ¢di gl thé nay.

-Ldo e dén cang! -Co thét to, - may ham hai ba, dé chét
ti¢t” Ngay mai may s& bi treo co. Ciu toi véi! Ciro to1 vii!

-To1 xudng ngay day, -Hans bao.

Mat 14t sau Hans xuat hién, tay cdm ngon nén. Anh ta thay
¢0 Neuman dang ditng simg ngudi nhu b dong dinh vio dat,
Hans tién lai sdat ¢o va cudi: -Cai gi thé nay nhi? A, ¢ Neuman
ddy a? Ha! ha! ha! Xin chao c6! Ha! ha! ha! Toi dat biy, by
chon ma lai bay duge ¢o. Co sang nhdm ngé gi nha him cia toi
ha? Téi da phai vict lén tudng bio trude d€ dimg ai dén con gi.
Bay gid ¢o it kéu Ién; cr 38 cho moi nghe thdy; ¢t dé cho moi
nguoi ching kién, dém hom c¢6 dom ngd nha ham cia Lio Diec.
Lay Chila! Ci gao thét nira di, nhung hiy cit hing dé cho dén tan
sang mai. Chiic ¢6 ngu ngon, chic ngi ngon!

Tinh canh cia cd Neuman that khén kho. Kéu ctiu chang?
Ngudi ta nghe thay: B mat! Khong kéu citu u? Phdi dimg sudt
dém trong bay, ngay mai 1o hét thi sao?... Ma chan thi méi hic
cang thém nhitc nhéi... dau ¢o choang vang, sao trdi quay cudng,
dao 1on, mat tring hoa lan vdi bo mat hung 4c cua Hans... co
ngat xiu.

-Ong Hans! - Hans 1r quat minh, - néu ma co ta chét, ngay
mai ta s¢ hanh quyét dng khdi cin xér xu.

Hans rdn téc gay sg hai.

Gay go that. Anh nhanh nhiau im khod md bay, xong md
dau ¢6 dé, do choang ngu cua c6 Neuman qud dai. Phai vén lén
mot it va... mac diu cam ghét tot do va sg hai Hans khong thé
khong dua mit ngudng mé cap dii dep nhu cam thach cha ngudi
ban gai hién [én qua dnh Lrang vang.

Anh ¢6 the tho 10 v3i ai dS rang, trong c4i cim ghét cha anh
picy diy ¢6 ca 1ong thugng. Anh nhanh tay mda biy. ¢6 nang van
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khong nhiic nhich, the 13 anh dinh b& ¢ 1én tay vi Wee toe dita co
vé nha. Doc dudng anh lat thay thuong thuong. LA sau Hans (rg
v¢ nhit minh va sust dém dé anh khong sao chogp mét noi.

Sang hom sau khong thiay cod Neuman xudt hién (nede cua
hang cda minh dé hat cau: “Lio bige. Lio Dac - La- Lao bie...”
Hay Ia c0 xau hé, ma cling ¢6 thé la ¢o dang lang 18 tim cdch tri
thil.

Hoa ra ¢o da tim cach trd thi. Ngay chiéu t6i hom do. dng
bién tap vién cla “Tap san thd bay hang wan™ di poi Hans ra
danh nhau va ngay phiit dau tran dau 6ng da cho ngay Hans mot
¢t vao mit. Bi don vao the bi Hans lién d4m 6ng ta phitg ¢ nhu
1rd% gidng, dén ndi sau giay 14t chong cu vo ich ong bién ap vién
ngd guc mom kéu: “Thoi! Thoi!™

Cha bicl bang c¢4ch nho, Vi Hans c¢d ndi cho ai dau. cd thy tran
da biét duge chuyén 1ai nan t0i hom trude ciia ¢6 Neuman. Sau
Iran ddm nhau v&i bién rap vién. long thuong d6i véi ngudi ban
gdi da bién Khot trdi im cta Hans va chi con dong lai 1ong cam
ghét

Hans ¢4 linh tinh, sap tdi thé nao ciing s& bi mot ¢t bt ngd
tr mO! ban tay cam tire. Cac chu hiéu tap hoa thudng treo trudce
clra hang cda minh bang thong bdo cdc mat hang dudi ticu dé
NOTICE'. Mat khéc, cng cin phai biét rang céc cira hicu tap
hoa thudimg ban nude da cho cdc quan rugu, khong ¢o thi ndy thi
Khong mot ngudt My nao chiu uong whisky hodc hia. Va thé 1a
Hans thdy bdng dung khong ai dén mua nude da & cira hicu cia
anh nira. Nhilng cay nuce da ¢ bur ma anh phai chd vé bang xe
[tra cél trong nha ham bi tan hét, phi (¢ may chuc d6 la. Tai sao?
G ¢i? Chuyén g1? Hans nhan thiy, nhimg ngudi thudce phai cua
anh hiing nedy van vio cra hién cla ¢o6 Neuman mua nude d4.

"thong hilo
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Anh khong (o nio hicu noi. (hé nghia 1a thé nao, hon nita anh cé
cau gat var chil quin nao dau.

Anh quyét dinh phai lam sdng 1o chuyén niy.

-Tai sao Ong khong vao 14y nude da & chd 101 nita? - Anh hoi
chi quan Peters dang di ngang qua nha minh bing that néng Anh
hap be.

-Vi anh c6 dau.

-Sao lat khong ¢o?

-Tot biét dau day.

-lL.ay Chiia, 161 ¢6 nude da diy chir.

-Thé thi sao lai th€ nay ha? - Chi gudn chi 1én hang (hong
hao trude nha.

Hans nhin e tim mat. Trén bang 1thong bao cia anh kKé nao
d3d boc mat chiv “T & gitta (Ir “Notice™, thinh ra “Notice™ do
thanh "No ice™, 1€ng Anh cd nghia la: Khong o6 nude di.

-Déu gia dén thé 1a cung! -Hans thét to, mat tim bam. 1ong
1on nhily sang ara hang cda ¢o Neuman.

-Day mai 1a tham thuy! -Hans udt e qudt, -duyen cd 21 mi
nhi ¢o Lyl moc mat mot chir & gidra ha?

-Tot mde cai @i cta anh § gilta nav? -Co Neuman ngo ngic
hou.

SToi ndi chit =T, O dd mae mat “T7 coa (61! Lav Chia! Din
khoat la nhu vay., Nhi o phai dén uen nuae da cho 101t Lay
Chiia! Lay Chnia!

Khong kim noi miu néng, Hans fa hét hung dir nhir k¢ bi
quy dam (nerde il oo Neuman. Dan pha do ao den,



-Ctru 101 va1 ba con ai! - ¢d Neuman ho hoén - Lio Due dien
mat roi! Han bao 101 mée mit cda hin cai gi d6 & gilra, ma qua
tinh 10i ¢ mde cal gi cua han dau. Tsi phal mée cdi gi cha hin
nao? Toi chd mée cai gi ca! Oif Lay Chial 161 ¢6 thé mac mi
hin, néu nhu 161 c6 the, chi ¢6 the thét. Toi 12 ngudi dan ba 10
nghi¢p, 101 don doc chi ¢6 mot minh!... Han ¢ giét 161 & day. hin
sé ham hai 161 mét thoi!

Co gao thét 161 mite nhimg giot 1¢ oan trio ra tran tré. Nguoi
My§ khong hiéu chuyén gi, xong ngudi My ching thé dimg dung
trudc nude mat cia phu nit, ho 1ién 10i ¢8 anh chang Hic 18ng ra
ngodi. Anh ta ¢d viu. Viu sao ndi! ngudi anh bin ra nhu mot vien
dan, anh bang qua dudng, lao vao clfa nha minh, nga guc.

Mot (udn sau dG, trén clra hiéu cia Hans thdy treo mot tam
bién ¢& tranh hoa. Trén tdm bién vé mot con khi mac vay lién 4o,
¢6 that g, yém trdng, vai deo 14 chin; n6i tom lai, 1rong giong
hél co6 Neuman. Phia duéi ¢6 dong chit mau vang to fudng: “Hiéu
tap hod dudi con khi”.

Dan pho kéo dén xem. Nhimg tiéng cudi tr phia trudc clra
dap vao tai co Neuman. C6 budc ra ngoai, ngd nhin. mat t&
xanh, xong vin rdng binh (inh n6i that to:

-Hiéu tap ho4 dudi con khi 27 Chang c6 gi [a la ¢4, vi anh
Hans & trén cira hi¢u. Ha!

Thyc ra ¢l nay lam nhitc nhdi tim ¢6. Ngay trura hom d6 c¢o
da nghe thiy bon hoc trd (rén dudng di hoe vé dén chd hai cra
hiéu dimg lai trudc tdm bién ho 10:

-0t Day 1a ¢o Neuman! Chao ¢ chit hién Neuman!

That 1a chuyén qua quit. Budi tai, khi 6ng bien 1ap vién dén
choi ¢ lign noi vai ong ta:



-Con khi d6 1a em! Em biét la em, nlimg cm sé khong tha
hin dau. Han s¢ phai g d va ding ludi 1iém sach con khi nay
trudc mal em.

-Thé bay gid ¢d6 dinh lam gi nao?

-L41 nita e $& d&n gap 6ng thAm phan.

-Sao lai 141 nita ha? _

-Ngay mai vay.

Séng hom sau ¢6 sang bao Hans:

-Nghe day, Lio Dic! ta biét con khj d6 1a ta, nhung nguai
hay di cing ta t6i gap tham phdn. B¢ xem Ong ta phdn xét
chuyén nay nhu thé nao.

-Toi S€ bao 12 t6i 6 quyén vé bt cif cdi gi 10i mudn [&n cira
hang cua toi.

-Lat nira r8i € thay.

Co Neuman tnit nhe hoi thd.

-Do dau ma ¢o 1ai bi€t con khi dé 1a ¢o ha?

-Luong 1am bao 61 nhu vay. Di, di ngay tdc khidc & gap
tham phan, bing khong 6ng canh sat trudng sé cam tay nguoi lat
ma giai di cho coi.

-Duge, day sdn 1ong di. - Hans néi ra chiéu ndm phan thing.

Ca hai dong cira hiéu va cung di, doc dudng mdi ngudi tinh
nude ¢ ciia minh. Ma khi dén tnrde ¢dng nha éng thim phan
Dasonville ho mdi suc nhé ra, cd hai déu khong di vén 1iéng
Anh d€ trinh bay sir viéc. Lam the nao bay gidy? Phai rdi, canh sat
trudmg ngudi Do Thédi Ba Lan vira biét tiéng Dire vira biét tiéng
Anh. Ho ben dén nhi 6ng canh sét trdng.

Lic nay canh sa( trudmp dang ngdi trén ae, chuan bi di.
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-Hal ngudi it dén ma gap Devis! Sudt mdy nam (rin cac
neudi chi ding doc mot doi giay! Toi di 18y g6 bay pid day. Tam
biéc!

Va ong 1a di thang.

Hans dimg xan sat ¢o gai:

-Co em danh phai dgi dén ngay mai thoi, - Hans nhe nhang
naoi.

-Toi phai don ay a? Toi chél rrude ngay mai mil thoi. Hay 13
anh g& con khi di.

-T6i chang g& dau.

“Thé 1hi nguoi s& bi treo ¢! Nguoi st bi treo ¢6. Lao Dir!
Mi khoi can canh sat trudmg. Dudng nao thi éng tham phan cling
hicu hai bén mudn i ro.

-Vay thy di va khong can cdnh sat trudng, - npudi din ong
ndi. C6 diéu ¢ Neuman da lam. Ci thi trdn chi ¢6 ddc mot tham
phdn, ong ta khong hay biét chit gi v¢ nhimg vu cai nhau cua ho
ca. Ong gia lam thit thude Leroa la ¢d 161 vai Chila, vay ma ong
cir dinh ninh ring minh 13 ddng ciu the.

Ong ti€p bai ngudi nhu ong vdn thudng tiép nhimg npuoi
khac, chan tinh va lich thiép:

-Pura Judn xem nio, cac con cia tat... —(A)ng bao: -Ta s€ ké
don ngay cho cac con day...

Ci hai khich ding tay lam hiéu, ho dau ¢6 can thuse. Co
Neuman [ap lai:

-Khong phai ¢di nay, khong phai!

-Vay thi cdi g1?



Ké not qua, ngut n6éi Tas. Hans néi mét thl ¢O6 nang néi
mudi. Cudi ciing ¢o gdi e nidy ra sang ki€n, ¢d chi vao Um
minh va ra hic¢u, anh Hans da chye thing bang may nhit guom.

-Ta hicu! Bay gid thi ta hiéu rdi! - DSe td noi.

Ong lién gidy sd ra ghi. Ong hdi Hans: Bao nhi¢u wdi? -ba
muot sau. HOL co 24i - ¢o ta nhd khong chinh x4c: Bam, <6 &
Khoang hai muai [am. Puge! 1€n cia hai anh chi? - Hans - Lora.
buge! nghé nghiép? - Ca hai ban tap hoa. Duoc. Ticp dé ong con
hoit mot s6 cau @3 do nita. Ca hai déu khong hicu, nhung Tai trid
131 “Vang ™. Daéce (3 gat dau. Mol viée xong.

Ghi chép xong ong dimg day va thinh linh khi ¢6 Lora con
dang npoyngac thi dng tién lai 6ng ngang lung va hon co.

Co gai cho day la diém ot va ra v¢ tran ddy hy vong thdng
cude.

Doc dudng co nang bao Hans:

-To1 s cho anh biét tay!

-Co em s€ cho ngudt khic bict! - Anh chang Pife binh than
chdng ché.

Sdng hom sau canh sdt trudng dén trude hai cua hang. Hai
doi (ht déu dang ding trude cira. Hans nha khéi khoi (au, ¢o
nang hat:

~Lao e, Lao e, La - Lao bic, La - Lao bice - et

-Sau, bay iy hai ngudi c6 mudn dén nha tham phan khong
nao? - canh sat tredmg hoi.

-Chuing (61 da dén da roi.

-Va sao?
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-Cénh sat trudng cia em 0i! Ong Devis cia em! - ¢6 géi goi
to, - ong dén d6 khic 18. A, em cin mot déi giay ddy. ben do
ong hay néi véi thAm phdn cho cm mot 1351 ing ho. Ong thay day,
em 1@ mat ¢o gdi 101 nghiép, ¢o don...

Canh sit trudng di va sau muoi [Am phit quay lai. Nhumg
Khong hiéu tai sao dan ching lai vay chat quanh 6ng.

-Thé& nao? Sao? - Ci hai cing hoi.

-Mot sur déu 161, hay! - canh st trudng ndi.

-Thé& tham phan phan quyét thé nao?

-Viéc gi ong 4y phai lam chuyén x4u nao. Ong 4y da chap
thuan cho hai nguti duge k&t hon rdi do.

-Cho k&t hon!!!

-Phai chang, ding 1a hai ngudi xin két han?

Nhir $ét ddanh ngang 1ai, thue ra ¢6 Neuman khong hoing sg
tGi mite ahwr vay. Hans trgn mat, mom ha hée, ngd ngac nhin ¢6
Neuman, con ¢6 Neuman tron mat, mém had hic, ngo ngdc nhin

Hans. Ca hai ding tru nhir phong da, khong nhic nhich. Ré1 ca
hai ciing kéu lén;

-T6i phai lam vg anh ta?
-Tot phai lam chdng ¢o (a”

-Ep duyén! Ep duyen! Khong bao gidn! phai ly di ngay thoi!
Toi khong muodn!

-Chét mat thoit Ep duyén! Ly di, ly di, di ly di thoi! Sao lai
the nay.

-Hai ban yéu quy cua (6i of, - canh sdt trudng 0r 1on ndi, -
© kéu la & day phong gidp ich gi nao?... tham phéan cho cudi, nhing
Long ay khong cho ly di dau. Kéu la cdi ndil 21 nao? Cde ban ¢o
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phai la nhimg nha trigu phu & San Francisco hay khong ma dam
ly di ha? Cic ban khong biét ly di t8n kém nhu thé nao a? Nay!
Keu la cai ndi gi nao? Toi ¢6 giay tré em 14l dep nhé, 101 s& ban
r¢ cho! Tam biét!

N1 doan, canh sét trudng bo di. Dan phS nay gid dimg cudi
cling fan ra; chi con lai cap vo chéng méi két hon.

-Chinh c4i 130 nguoi Phdp d6, - ¢ gii di c¢6 chong ndi 1o, -
1ao da chu 1am 1am chuyén d6 véi chiing ta, hai ngudr Diic!

-Ding th€, - Hans dép lai.

-Nhumg di ly di thoi!

-Tai trude! Vi ¢6 dd mée mat “T cha toi & gita.
-Khang! Téi trude! Vi anh da by tai.

-Ttn déch thich co.

-To1 ghét anh.

Hal ngudi dit ra vé va déng clra hicu. Sudt ngay hom dé co
nang ngdi trong nha, suy nghi mién man, anh chang cing vay.
Dem xuong. Bém cho yén finh. Tuy vay ca hai déu khong ngu
duge. Ho dat Iung xudng, nhimg mit khong sao nhdm noi. Anh
chang nghi: “V¢@ minh dang nglt ding kia!". Co nang: “Chong
minh dang ngl dang kia!”- Va trong trdi tim cia ho ndy sinh
nhimg tinh cam la {ing. Noi cam uat, buc nfc, pha tron véi cam
giac co don. Phin nira, Hans con suy nghi vé con khi ¢lta minh
1rén cira hang. Sao (@ gir nd & day khi bay gir nd la bie tranh
cham biém v¢g minh? Vi cam nhan minh da lam mdt viée rit x3u
nén anh s& xod con khi nay di. Cé diéu, lai con cdi co Neuman
nay nital Anh cam ghét ¢o 1a ¢ ma. Tar ¢O ta ma nude da cua
anh bi tan hét. Chinh anh da bay duge ¢6 ta trong dém trang no.
Trong Ge anh lat hién 1én nhitng dang hinh ma anh dd muc thi
gua anh trang vang. “Qua thue, ¢o ta 1a mot nr nhi khoé manh
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(anh nghiy. Co dicu ¢o &y ghét minh via minh khong thich co ™,
Tinh the [a nhu vav! Lay Chiia! Minh da 1ay vo roi chang? Va lay
ai? Layv ¢o Neuman a8y 3! Nhung mi & day 1y di tdn kém [a vay!
Co bdn ca ctra hicu ciing Khong du!

-Ta la vy cla cdi anh chang Diae ny, - co Neuman g lam
bam vt chinh minh. - Minh chang con i ¢o nita r6i... dé 13 minh
muon xung: Co, xong minh d3 Jay chong! Lay ai? Lay anh chang
Kasche da bay minh. Ddng ti... anh dy om ngang lung va ning
minh t&n. Anh dy khot lam sao! Oit anh ta ty 6&m ngang lung
minh... G gi vay nh?... Hinh nhu ¢d tiéng st soat dau day.

Cha cd deng sOt soat nao ca, cd dicw c¢d Neuman bat dau so,
dau rang lau nay ¢o ¢6 sg bao gid.

-Gia nhu hay ity anh ay dam... Lay Chiia!

Nhung ¢ La nai tiép luon bang maét gigng, trong dé ngin
1én maot noi that vong la ling.

-Nhumg mi anh dy dau ¢d dam... anh ay...

Mot cam gide s¢ hai hét (thay bling 1&n trong co. “Vai ngudi
phu nir ¢& don bao @iy cha vay - co nghi tiép, - gid nhu & day co
mot ngudn dan ong chic $€ an toan hon. Minh da timg nghe v¢
mot 5O vu U van & viing nay (thue ra <o Neuman khong hé nghe
¢d cdc vu tr van). Toi thé rang, sé ¢é lic ngudi ta gidt (o1 ¢ day.
Chi, c&i anh chang Kasche nay, anh chang Kasche nay! Da bit
duomg cua minh. Dau sao phii (inh chuyén ly di thoi™

Co suy nght nhur vay, nam trin troe trén chige giuong My
rong khod va qua thire ¢o cam (hdy co don hét ndi. Bong ¢6 lal
chom day. Lin nay ndi s¢ hai cua co 6 1y do thue s, Trong dém
khuya thanh ving, nghe rd mon mot tiéng nén ctia biia dinh.

-Lay Chda! - ¢ thét 1én, - ¢6 ke dang dot nhap vao cira hing
cua tol.
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NG dodn, ¢6 nhiy khor giudmg va bang ra c(ra so. sau khi
quan it co e (rdn (nh lai Qua dnh trang nhin thay mot chice
thang. tren thang la hinh ddng trOn tring cia Hans, ngudi dang
dimg biia thao dinb, tay i chatl tam bién ¢6 hinh con Khi.

Co Neuman ron rén ma ctra so.

“Vay la anh la @ con khi: Mot et chi t8t bung tir phia anh
ta'”- Co nghi. Va bdng nhién ¢6 ¢d cam gide mot ¢di g1 d6 dang
lan quanh trdi tim minh.

Hans tlr tir nit dinh ra. Miéng 1on roi xuong dat kéu foiang
xodng; anh xudng thang, thdo khung, dimg doi tay cang phong
nhict huy&t quan miéng ton thanh hinh loa ken r6i di ¢t thang.

Co ning theo doi anh chang khong chdp ‘mil... dém tinh
mich, am ap...

-Anh Hans... - bong ¢o trinh nir thi thdm.
-Co khong ngu a2 - Hans tha thi.
-Khong! chao anh!

-Chao ¢o.

-Anh dang lam g1 vay?

-Toi g con khi di.

-Em da 1a anh, anh Hans.

Giay lat im ling.

-Anh Hans on! - ¢o gdi lai cit giong thé the.
-Gi, ha ¢o Lora?

-Chiing ta phai ban chuyén ly di thoi.

-Phai day, co Lora.



-Neoay mai duge khong?

U mai.

Giay lat im lang; trang mim cudi, ché nging sua.
-Anh Hans oi!

-Gi, ha c6 Lora?

-Em cdn gidi quyét ngay tic khic viéc ly di nay.
Giong ¢0 sau nio.

-Tai cling vay, cd Lora a!

Giong Hans buén buon.

-Vi, anh thdy day, khong nén cham tré.

-Tot nhat 1a dimg cham tré.

-Cang ban nhanh cang tét.

-Cang 151, ¢6 Lora,

-Vay thi ta ¢6 thé ban ngay...

-N&u c¢o cho phép...

-Thé thi anh sang nha em...

-To1 vé thay quén 4o da.

-Chi cin 1€ nghi dau.

Cuira dud nha md ra, Hans khuat vao bong dém, sau chac L4t
Hans da ¢é mat tai can phong nho, tinh mich, &m 4p va ngan nap
cua co nang. Co Lora ban bo d6 ngu trang phau, 1dng ¢6 say ddm
that su. )

-Toi nghe co day, - Hans néi bang mot giong dan ong nhat
gimg.
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-Nhumg, anh thay khong, cm it muon ly di, nhung... em s,
mong sao ngudi ngoal pho khong nhin thay hai ching ta.

-Ma chd cira so (61 1am!... - Hans néi.

-Vang! (ot 1am'...- ¢o nang dap lai.

Lic nay cude hop han ly di bat ddu... va khdi can k& Gép.
Yén tinh trd lai véi thi trin Strock Oil.

Lé Bd Thu dich
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O XU VANG
Henryk Sienkicvic
(Nobel 1905)

I. MJ DAU

ﬁgﬁy nay, néu a1 dé di qua thanh pha Sacramentd, xin dimg
nguge theo hikmg San Phorangsisco. ma vé phia nam. tGi nan
song Makotxima, han van con thay mot ngdl nha, noi Satta, nguen
dau tién phat hién thay vang & California da timg cu ngu.

Ngor nha gicr day da khudtl sau thanh phd va mue ndt; mii
khong con, (wong gan bang dit sét xdm xong da bicn mau hai lira
dot, bai nhimg phit dan cia ngudi Méhicd vi nham nhdt nhimg
vEL 1in clla ngudi da do, né nit né, G toi va cd doun da vii thanh
dong hon don: wy nhien dan thanh pho da rao day thép gai quanh
ngd1 nha va gin gilt nhimg vét tich cudi cling nity cua “cdi noi
California™ nhu gin ¢iir doi mit cda minh.

Qua vay. pid thir khong ¢6 ngol nha nay thi Sacramento ¢o
thé da khong xuat hién, San Phorangsixco vdi bon muot van dan
<& ¢6 the da Khong ra doi, dudmng xe 1ita ¢6 thé di khong ndi lien
hai dai duong va Califormia ¢6 the khong ¢6 duge bo mat hi¢n
nay cua minh. d6 la xi cia nhimg dong Tda 1 rao, nhimg rime
cam. nhimg vuom nho, hanh nhan, ho tew, mia ¢o 18 chi [h mot
viing hoang vu vang héong nguii.
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Sdtter, ngutst phat hign thay vang. di sang 1ap California theo
cach, p1ong nhu sau nity Tsélexkt sang [ap ra Oxtrayha vay.

bon khi nhimg muce dich ta lung la Qan licn vai ¢ dinh cua
con ngiri. SAueo qua fa mot neuot day nghi lue, song that ra ong
13 ngudn niang 1§ tirmg hom Ta ngaron th')'L, 1€.

Khij cing vdi dong ban dén Calitornia ong di lap ngay mot
xudng cua. Tal sao va dé lam gi? Khd ma nd duge.

Xudmng cura ¢6 thé mang lai nhimg mén loi nhuan béo ba &
nhimng viing dong dan, noi ngudt ta xay nha, ddng 1au va nhimg
thit trong . Dang nay, hé1 36 California chi 13 mot xr hoang vu
thi pd x¢ dé lam gi? A\ vay ma xudmg cua van duge dung. Dan
da d da hai tan dot pha va sau mdi 1an ong lai khoi phue mai iy
Jai. Khi bt tan cong Lan (hir hai, St bi bao vay trong ngol nha
nay. (hiéu chil nita la ong cing dong ban da bo mang.

May thay cude tin cong bi day 1 va chi hal tudn sau do
xudng cura @i vang rén, Licng may lai déu déu nhu xua.

CO (he tiéng 11 rim clia banh mdy cua gidp Sato lien wrdng
(51 tiéng i ram cua nhimg thic nude & qué huong Thuy St. Cho
toi mot lan, khi banh mdy lang tiéng, mdt dong ban cua Soto
bong phat hién & phia dudi, trong 1dp nude trong sudt ¢6 nhimg
hat*ong 4nh mau vang. DS 1a vang.

Bing cdch nio ma chi trong nhay mat tin nay da virot gua
hoane mac rdng 161 bon ngian dam Anh va td tan Niu Ude, kho
ma not duge; chi biét ring, 1ir iy phit ndy s& phan cla
Calitornia da duge dinh doat.

Cac thuong nhin ¢ Nin U'de, Boxton, Philadenphia va
Bantimar bd cira hang, cac cong chire bd cong sd, cac chit don
dién cam & mién nam bo dén dién, nhimg 1&n cudp & Mitxixipi
bd hang @, cae chu trai bo dan, nhimg ngudi di san ho rimge - va
hél thay nhimg gi song dong déu do xo dén California dao hdi,
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tim vang & cac song [8n. song nhd, treng cae con sudi, d cac doi
20 va hém ndi.

Ngay nay, chi nguvén nhing con diap wai dai hang dam
dudng, moc san sdt cay ong 13o, cay thuong xuan ding va cac
loai ¢& leo chang chit phu Ién bé mat di nhdc ngudi ta ring.
Californua 1a xit lim vang. Song gidy day ham md da bién thanh
cac cong ty ¢o phdn va lao dong tha cong duge thay thé bing
may méc; tuy vay, ban vin con thidy hang trim con ngudi lam
viée biang mal xéng va xe cit kit. Ho dao ndt hét nhimg ngon doi.
doi dong biél bao con sudi, ho lim vige ca ngdy 1an dém dudi
-nang he ruc JUa, khong nha cira, trong tiéng ding doang cia dan
sing ngan. ‘

&

II. SACRAMENTO

Hot Sétre dung ngdn nha va xudng cua ddu tién ciia minh, céi
tén Sacramentd chua hé ¢o.

Ngudi ta dar cdi tén nay khong chi cho mot con s6ng ma ca
cho mot dp nam (rén bd ta ngan cia né. D6 1a 4p cda ngudi
Mehico, nghi:o nan vai ddy di § nghis ciia tir nay. Ap chi vén ven
mot ddy nha xicu veo trén mit nude, dung bang nhimg thanh gd
nhc cta mot logi ¢y mau do, dong ghép s sai 161 mie gio gi
ciing ¢6 thé xd do. Mot vai nha trong 56 dé duge dimg bing canh
cay vt dudi song con 1dm day dat do phu sa; vai nha khac giong
hét nhu nhimg tdp 1éu cia ngudi da do, hinh chdp nén, trén dinh
ngon 1l&n mot cay sao.

Hai ngot nha to nhit 13 “Venri”, not ¢d ban rrwu, vi
“mexcal”. Tol 101, tTr &6 vong ra nhimig 101 tue (fu coa nhimg ga
danh bai “cabalo’™ va nhimg am thanh kho khoc clia cice tran dau
dav gam. Tir ddy himh lang rong ngudi ta quing xac chét xuong
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song. Tt ca deu duge che 1ap nha nhimg chiim duong licw rit déi
tru phicn trude canh bi ngy tri [ong hanh. Nhing bim té¢ xanh
sang cua chtng bén chal vao nhau thanh mdt khéi, mot phan
ngam xuong nude, con phan kia phu lén b3, Nhimg chéi non
ngoi 1én khot mat dét hoa teon vé nhimg than gia, can 167 xubng
song. Hau nhu khong thé budce, du chi 13 mot bude trong bui ram
nay, song mat khac ng lai rat duge viée, bdi nude song khong the
cuon di 13p phi sa ven bo, dd1 cir dan dong lai gida cdc ré cay, bo
song nhd do ngay mot cao hon, bao vé ap trude nhimg tran .
Tuy nhién, nhin chung d6 cing chi 1A mot sy bao vé chaa ven
. toan: sau nhimg tran mua déng, nhimg con séng than ip xudng
bd song, canh 14 va thén &p. Trén bai phu sa con lar moce bat ngan
cay cdi xay, cay ong lo, cac loal ¢o leo, tdm lai - mot rimg méi
diy co cdy mdi la '
Bd bén kia 1a bii co thap.

Xura nay vin th&, bai ¢4 kéo mot vét dai hét tdm mat v chi
trir m&y thang he, con lai quanh nam ngap nudc, bé mat cla
“thio nguyén” nay that hap dAn mat ngudi bdi miau xanh mon
mdn diy sdc séng va ludn Tudn i mat cia cd cdy, bdi nhiung
anh 14p tdnh muén mau cia cac loai hoa khoe sic. Hoa kim
cuong, hoa dien vi, hoa hué tring, hoa cdm chudng hong nhat,
hoa vani vang nghiéng dau xuéng c6, dung dua va doi sic nhu
cdu vong. Trén cdc ¢6n dfl sing simg nhing cay s6i den, 14
khong bao gidr rung.

Bai ¢o trar dai theo b hilu ngan t6i tan dai duong 13 ving
dat hira doi vai cac loal chim va nude. Ta ¢6 3 day nio npdng
1rdn, ¢, vac, bd nong, nao vit trdi xam, den va héng, nao hac va
diéc; ching lam 1o & day, ching song va chét trong su yén tinh
khong bi quiy dao nay.

Cic 1oal tho sinh s6ng & noi khd réo, loai nai 1én & sinh 1dy
va huou, d¢ & nhimg khu ¢d ram. d6 13 chura k€ chd nao ciing
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thdy ¢6 dan bd gam c¢o. Giong bd nay do ngudi dednvr' dira tir
Méhica t&1, ching sinh so6i ndy nd kha nhanh. Bat ¢6 nuai song
ca 4p, bdi ngudi Méhico von la dan chan nuéi. Thai ¢6 xudng cua
clia Sé1to han nhu chira ¢6 nghé nong. G man phia nam Lt
Angivlet céc cha ¢6 khi di truyén dao da giam nhitng canh nho
d4u tien, con & phia bac nguoi ta mdh chi trong ngd, hat viai vao
giira cac tang d4 gidng nhu thdh nguyén thuy vay. Tém lai, bo
thién va b sira, nhimg thit khong ban cho ai duge (r8 thanh i
san. Chua mot con tau ndo choe vao duge “miéng méi” ngon San
Phoringsixco. Nhiéu gi choi bai “Cabalo”™ ddm dat cude mbi con
bai tGi chin hd thién va hai muoi bd sita. Dan ngua muxang, mat
d6 ruc, bdm to va day, nhanh nhu tén va rat di tgn cling 1a mat
tai nguyén. G chén nay hoan toan thicu phu nir. Dan 6ng trong 4p
phai 14y viy [a nhimg ¢6 pdi da do thude cdc bo luc Sdtson va Ran
To & vliing nii Xiéra Névada.

Cude song hoan toan hiv quanh va hoang da. Téi 161 mat
irang ngoi 1én khoi “bai ¢d™ 10a sdng ca viing dat vin con ngi say
va nguyén sinh nay. Nhimg lan khoi 104 [én cao gitta cdc vom cay
duong liéu 1a dau hicu duy nhétl néi ring, con ngudi dang s6ng &
Sacramentd. Chi ¢ i€ng gdm ciia di thd va ti€ng rén cla caj
xuwdmg cua lich sir mét pha di man yén tinh.

1. SACRAMENTO

Maiy nam sau khi phat hién thay vang moi thir déu thay déi.

Nhimg c¢an nha cia ngudi Méhico van ngay cang xiéu veo
xuong mat nude, xong d hudng vuodng gée véi dong song da moc
[én mot thanh pho clia ngudi Anglo-Xiacxong, nhue nfm moc san

" Nhimg naudn theo dao Kité thuée dong Lén (N.1D)
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tran mua vay. Thue ra “thanh pho™ nay chi 1a mot pho dai ma
ngay nay cd én goi la 746" K, con hai dé goi 1a phd Tho Mo.
Thud dy dudng pho chura 140 da va nha cira chua san st nhau.

Gitra ciac ngd1 nhi frai dai nhimg khoang dét tréng, rong,
mat phan la cong vién, phan con lar kin mit nhimg ring s6i xanh
t6t. Thoat d4u & cudi phd hai khach san duge xay cdt: mot ¢6 tén
rat kKéu: “Khdch Sun Nguwoi Lich Thigp™, con cdt kia: “Khdch San
Gau Xam". Day la nhimg cong trinh dep nhat trong thanh phd.
Dang trude hai khich san ngay dém nhan nhan thg md: nhiang
hinh thi kinh khting, dao deo thit limg, doi mii 16n vanh, mat do
* nhu gic, man rg va dir ton. Hang tram con ngudh nhu thé nay di
timg nga guc trude Iudi riu clia ngudi da dd hoac bdi nhitng ndi
gian trudn trong cudce hanh trinh qua hoang mac Vién Tay.

Chi nhimg ké to khoé méi try ndi va song s6t. D6 1a chua ké
nan s6t rét hoanh hanh trong ddm ngudi nay, vi ving ven
Sacrmento rdt doc. Luc nay lan séng ngudi tr mién Pong ci
ngay cang ap (Gi. Phd Thg Mo hing hyc canh mua ban trién
mién. Trong c4c nha ngudi ta ma hiéu bin thudng, mai, cudc,
dan, sang, sing luc, sdng truimg, 4o sd mi vai flanen, mi réng
vanh, bac trang, md lon, bdt my va ruou.

Mot ga thg mo vao cira hidu, nit tir ngue ra mot chiée bt
chira diy vang c4t, anh ta d6 vang 1én ban d¢ thanh toan. Mdi thir
anh ta mua ding 1a dit nhu ving. Nhin chung nghé buon ban lgi
hon nghé thg mo. Chi cin néi ring, mot phun’ bot my héi dé gia
161 hai do la. Toan bo khoan tién kiém duge cua thg md déu chay
sang ti cia dan buon ban. Ngudi Phép tén 1a Maria 1a mdt bang
ching: Anh ta dao bai kicm duge phai t31 hang trigu, vay ma da
phai chét trong ngheéo ting. Neudi thy mo bat can su doi. Anh ta
chai $6 x0 véi dat, noi m&i ngdy mai ¢6 thé dem lai cho anh ta

"Hon vi trone lugng nang 350 - 360gam (N.D).
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hang ngan do fa; thém nda e biay 2id cude <ong nhur treo tren
st 1oe, cho nen the mao nao clng an choi but mang.

Maria ndi licng s6 dd vao hidu. ngudi chit day vang va co
khi cit thang khong ra khot dy [a khi du vang, con khi di can i
chi hicu quing anh ta dang sav bi ti xndng mot chiée him nao do
md mdy gil khdc vita 1ra Khoty anh ta tinh ngu dudi 06, bat dau
dao bor va lat im thay bac e,

V& anh ta ngudi ta don ring, vang nam tren dat da gon anh ta.
That i3 mot con ngudi huyén hi. Nhiéu 1an npudsi (a nghe thay
anh ta thi tham duéi mat dit, trong “hd vang™... véi ai? Neudi ta
bio, v&3i mOt ngudi (1 hon, min vane, mit xanh, d6 ¢hinh [a thdn
vang.

Viy la dan buon bian thau tim het thay nhimg gi thg md dao
bt duge. Bon nay thudmg 14 nhimg (én déu cang, chuyén hrimg
gat. Chiing trdo qua, trao lai v3i nhimg ngudi thg mo trong cic
cude diu gia. Tuy vay, cdi nghé ciia ching ciing nguy hiém: Bi¢t
hao k¢ da bi k&t licu hiang mot phit sting vao 6c hodac mol nhat
dao vao tim; nhicu tén dot nhién hicn mat va khong con ai nghe
v& chdng nita: thdi d6 khong ai quan (Am (& ai, cling khong ¢6
phai (rdi gi cd. Ké giét ngudi chi ldc ddu vi 1am bim: “Ong rau
xam i gict han 1a”. Moi chuyen k&t thite & do.

Bon ngudsi buon bin (h¢' Ia phat giir than, Ho ¢6 “nhimg thoi
keo lae”, néi cach khie “nhitng cue”™ hay nhimg mau vang trong
nha, sting ngan {uon ke ke bén hong.

] . . . . < - N N
Cude song biy i man 1o hon ca than xurong cuea con 3 ram
giira viing dil hoang vu.

Fr mien Dong dan mat hang xd dat v¢ day: nhimg tén hi k&t
an tr hinh, nhimg ké chuyén dat nha, bon trom cap, nhimg t¢n
cudp bien™(r Mitvixtpi vis nhitng 23 luu manh, ¢on dé dong .

Chau At va Chian MY g (i diy nhitng can bd cla minh: tham
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chi nhimg neuon (nrde day von hien lanh clng (rd nén man rg d
Cal xtt hoang vu va trong mér mon trudng nhu the nay.

Céc chung toc hoa ron vai nhau thanh mat mé hon don,
ngon neir bal dong: ho [y ngudi Phap, ngudi Oidc, ngudi Al Nhi
[.an, nguect My, kico dan Ba Lan. tham chi ca ngudi da do.

Trong cii dam pha tap vo trat tr nay khong cé luat phidp,
khong ¢6 luat I¢ ndo ca, cing khong ¢6 gi bao vé cho ke yéu
trude ké manh hon. Sing va dao 1 thir duy nhét dicu chinh cac
quan he con nguoi. Pudng phd Thy MO nhan nhin dan say.
Nhiing con ngudi nay mat dé phimg phimg, 4o quan ¢o, la c2 hét
chd no td1 chd kia, mom rong 1én ticng khan khan: “Fm véu., unh
RIG it roC - va dimg sting bin choi vio cde tuong rao von da
diiy 16 nhu 10 sang.

Pem dém, wen duong pho, ngudi (a thap nhimg chice den
16ng cing phong nho sitc nén hodc dét cde dong vo bao. Ban
ngay pira ddm dong nguM xem, may ké dung dao ddnh nhau,
khong ¢é 1ldy mot I can ngan. Trdl lai: vong ngudi xem, hay
con goi B “khan dai™ lai ¢6 vii cic dau tha. Ngudi ta sdt phat
nhau trong céc canh bac. Ngay (rude, mat trang ngoi I1én kKhoi
“bat ¢, chidu sang mot vilng dat im dng ngi say, ¢dn by gid
nG soi ¢ mot dia ngue thure sir cta 1ong tham lam cua con ngud
va mot canh hon loan. Dam kiéu dan mai dén chira cé nha phai
dung tam léu frai trén nhimg khoing dat trong, giira cdc goce soi,
bang cach ghép céde ¢b xe lai vdi nhau. Ny dém ¢ dé rye hong
anh llra, ngui (4 chat ddy trong (dn nao 28 hong sdc, nido e
cinh; bén bép Iira ho dun niu thie an hoic vui diia sau cude hanh
trinh dai day vat va. V& ho, ed xe 1a vira 1da, 14 nha kho, 13 nha
3. Ho chd trong xe moi th tir liromg thiee du el vit ki va dung
cu dio vang, cho dén hy vong giau sang va tot van.

Thinh thoing lai xay ra du da gitra dam dan mdi dén i byn
naudi dinh cu Hr [ Ly do thiomge By nhimg g3 d@ qud nhiim voi
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cude s6ng G chon nay. Mot ga con do dao qua may ¢d xe, chao
hoi kidu dan bang nhimg 101 xte pham: “Lam an thé nao, bon
mdi kial". Hai bén lién trao doi véi nhau dam mudi phat sding, au
day ciing chi 1a chuyén thusng tinh trong cdi thanh ph6 nay.

IV. SACRAMENTO,
NHUNG HIEN TUONG TU NHIEN MOI

Thanh phS xay dimg kha nhanh. Cing véi tiéng hod hét cia
dan say, tiéng gio thét, ti€ng dan no, tir sdng sém cho dén tin
chiéu t6i khap thanh ph6 am vang ti€ng riu bia. Lop bin do ngap
ngua trén phd Thyg Mo da ran lai bii 1dp vo bao bi dap 1an trong
d3. Con 6t 1am nha dé ra thi cdng nghiép clia minh, né ki€m 1
cling khd nhu buon bén, ¢é diéu luong thién hon. Xé gd chinh la
tht cong nghiép niay. Xudng cua ctia Séito da bat tiéng, hinh nhu
so hidi trude nhimg gi dang xay ra trong thanh pho, song di c6
cic xudng cua khic thay thé. Sav cling cac tudng rao xuvdt hién
hang loat kho gd vé nhimg dong chir 16n vict hang than hoac
phan trang “G8 xé dé ban”. Ké nao khong pap duge van may nhu
Maria trong viéce tim vang thi virt bd cude chim va xe cutkit, cam
riu va ¢ thé din cay. G d6, dui 1ac dong cia rung, cua tinh
mich va nhimg [ bi mat khon xi¢t ma rimg tham thd 16 vdi con
ngudi, ngudi ta thuong i sach 10ng tham, rd sach mau khat vang
va trd thanh ngudi luong thidn. G chit xong duge tha trét song
vé cdc xudng cura thinh phd, Din thg mo phai ding vang com dé
mua gd. Viéc chal cAy con c6 mdt ¥ nghia khac sau xa hon: bise
di 16p thiam rimg vi qua d6 chuan bi dat canh 14 cho nha nong.

Dan da ho tao thanh mot 18p ngudi ricng bidt, 18p ngudi nay
14 nhan t6 dau tién tuy diém tinh va luong thién, song hiing manh
trong xa hoi duong thoi. Chi nhin thodng qua ¢6 thé nhanh chdng
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phin biét ho v&i ddm thg mo trong thanh phd, qua nét mat diém
tinh dam chiéu nhung didng gdm. Nhimg g3 con dd ¢d hang
khong ua con duong cia nhimg “Ngudi rimg™ niay, nhimg naudi
x1€1 chat lal véi nhau vilng nbu cdc miét xich. Ho lap ra “Hop
tac™, tae hoi ciing hudng lgi va cing tu vé,

bay Ja hoi quan chiing dau tién & nude nay.

Cubc sdng chia ho rdl muc cdn man, tuy vay ciing chi ¢6 cac
xa vién 12 ldp ngudi duy nhat cham chi vl loai cong viéc nhu the
nay.

Tay riu doi hdi nhiéu sdc luc hon tay cude chim va xe citkit.
Cong viéc cua hg gdm din cay va d6i phé vdi dan da do. Nghe
tiéng hét “Bon da do!” 1 ho quing niu va cim ngay sting. Qua
thue ho khong phii 1a nhimg con ctru: Ho phang dan da d6 cling
khd nhu dan da db bo hg vay. Trong thanh phd ngudi ta con phan
biét ho qua chom 16¢ vy mdu deo bén thit lung.

Ho da timg lam ¢d cd m thé hé ngudi Rin To va Sitson
hoac ddy dam thé dan nay sang phia bén kia ddy Xiéra. Bi ké ndo
cham t6i, ho 14p tiic trdy nén dir ton. Mot 14n, phd Thg Mo da
ching ki€n mot 1rdn danh ra trd giira ho va dan dio vang, dé lai
mot tram hai muai xac chét. Bubi ddu ho ngheo déi va séng nhu
ngudi da db, tham chi con cuc khé han; ho phai ngll ngoai trivi
dudi poc cay rimg, an thit nudng v trong tro hoac dat sét. Roi
sau do, do nhu ciu gd xé § Sacrament6 ngay cang 16n, “Hop tac™
bat ddu ki€m dugce nhimg mén g tuyét voi. Nhin chung su doi
duoe an bai theo kiéu: Nhimg ké ¢é it vang nhit lai chinh 12
nhimg ngudi dao duoe nhiéu ving nhit - thg mo. Cang vdi viée
ddn g6, ho tr dung nha &, timg ngdi nha 1¢ trong rimg, hoac nha
no sat nha kia, do vay nhimg thon &p mdi thim chi da duge hinh
thanh, vi nhu Laudp, mot dia diém sach bong - vai ddy du y
nghia cha 1 nay - “Nhimg con giu xam™'. Trong cdc thon dp do.
ho bal ddu thay song dé chiu bdi vy ho rat can mot su dam bao
chiic chin cho (i sin vd cude sang cia moi ngudi.
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Vay la. tir canh hdn don dan dia da noi lén nhu ciu vé 6n
dinh va 16 chie cude sang.

Tuy nhién, trong ddm thg mo, canh hdn don khong giam di
chit niw, tham chi cang tang 1én do nhing lan séng Juu manh,
con A6 mdi ngdy cang ap i nhicu.

V. ANH SANG VA BONG TOI

ft 1au sau hinh thanh bai phe. Phe thit nhat gdm tho rimg va
tdl ¢4 nhimg npudi ur t€, k& ca dan giau c6 trong thanh phd, vdi
ho luat phép duce dién gidi dudi dang duoc yén on st dung cia
cdi tai nguyén: Con phe thit hai - dan th¢ mo mat hang vi nhing
tén qudy 16t tir khap mién tan ciing the gidi vdi s luong tang 1én-
theo wmg ¢ xe, tua xe tang, mdi téi.

Nghé mo, nhit 1a & noi lam viée khong ¢6 may mac chi diing
x¢ clitkil, biia chim, mai, thuong va doi tay, qua la rat cuc nhoc.
Phai dao bét 1img khoidng ddt 10ng, nghién da thanh bot, diing
sang dai hét thay nhimng thit d6 trong nude 10i hod vang vao chdo
va cudt cung dun cho bay hoi - dé chinh [d viée cia ngudi thg
mo, khong the dint ra dir chi 12 gidy 14t

Hoi dy phan dong nhimg ké m (651 1a nhimg tén qudy 61,
nhimg g3 an khang ngoi 161. Chitng dén Sacramentd d€ 1im may
chi dau phar tim viée. Ly tudng cda chiing 1a tinh ¢ sao d6 va
dugc mol “cuc’ nang vt chuc phun dé ngay fitc khdc cé bac
tridu.

Nhimg (rudmg hyp nhu vay qua i hiém, ¢on lao dong thudng
xuyén - dicu duy nhat dang 1am - (thr da phin <& ngudi nay lai
xudi tay.
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Ddm vo cong rof nghé af nhan ma I¢én. Bau chi ¢d thé ma
thoi! G California Xiém an dé dang, nhumg bon ngudi niy van
bam 3y tham vong ngdi mat an bt vang.

Lam sao d¢ vd duge nhimg thit dé? Chi ¢6 cudp boe cia
nhimg ngudi bang ban tay lao dong, mé hoi nude mat, hai suomg
mot nang da dio bt duge cua tir long dat.

Phan dong ching la nhu vay. Tir d6 d¢ ra khung khiép, quay
r6i, tranh chip “ho viing ™, du da va tdi 4c. an an khong la ci hét
¢ho no (61 ché kia. Khdch san “Ngudi Lich Thiép” va khich san
“Géau Xam" ngay dém chat nich bon nguoi niy. Ching lién tuc
ndc rugu khong rd vi cdi gi. Ching song bing thit cong nghiép
1rom cap; ching vung tién trong cac canh bac ¢dn hon ca nhimng
ngudi Méhico bi chiing it trom hd, ngua ngoai “bai ¢d™.

Tuy vay, cai cong nghiép cudi cing nay ciing chita dung mat
den (81 cua nd. Khi mot ga con do dot nhap “Bai ¢d”, han nghe
ti€ng vit cua thong long, tiéng wit do cing la am thanh cuoi
cting dap vao tai hin t1én ¢di tran.

Tir phia bo 14 ngan, qua clra $06 cia nhing ngdi nha tén
song, thady 15 mot con bd dung lal piira hat £d df t1én “bai ¢o™,
nd rdng 1én thuong xét, ngtri rol diing méng baéi dat. Dam cude
rang mot xac chét dang niim do.

Su hén loan vay 1a di 1én téi cue d6. Khong mot thanh pho
nao & thoi da ching ta lar phot bay nhiéu 101 dc lap di lap lai,
mat hét tinh nguo, [Oong tham vo ddy nhu & Sacramentod lic bay
£idy. TS mite chi can dat chan ra khoi nha ngudi ta da nira tin mra
ngd rang s¢ khong con s6ng mit trd vé. Dém dém bon cudp dot
nhap vao cd nhimg nha phong ve tat. Nhimg ngudi thg mo 6n hoa
nhdt phat kéo 1 giip dan buon ban, va nguge lai. Khi tran cudp
phd (én 181 mice qui kKhoe 1iét, ngudi ta ciu cliru cde xudng cua, di
vii thy rimg dén oo nguy.
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Dan thg san dong ¢ cing ding vé phia nhimg ngudi tr ve,
ho ¢6 mat khap not va tri nhau theo luat rimg.

Tuy nhién bon cudp lai chiem da s6. M3i ngay dem (di bict
bao 191 ac. SAUO 33 nimg it toe vi that vong, nguyén rba cal ngay
ong da dung xudng cua va cai giay phiit phat hién thay vang.

VI. TRAN CHIEN PAM MAU

Song ching can dgi lau mdi ¢o phdn tng. Soi day bi kéo qué
cang buc dift. O vao hic mat trang moc (rén “bai cd”, ngudi ta
thay ¢4 nhidu ngudi khong ré mit w rap dudi cay s6i ldn bén
song.

Cude hop cua ho kéo dai ci wdn.

R&i béng nhién, mot sdm kia xudt hién nhimg to gidy ¢é chit
Viét dan (ir dém trudc trén tdl ci cdc wdng nha, khich san, (wdng
rao.

Nhimg 1 gidy ndy déu cé chung mor ticu dé viét dam: Xu
101,

O dusi ¢6 thé doc tiép:

“Ngay... thang... ndm..., bén bér séng Sacramenté. UV ban an
ninh cong cong da dige thanh ldap va UV ban xin théng bdo cho
ddn ching biét ludr sau daiy:

Tdt ca nhimg hanh vi 161 de doi voi xinh mang va i san,
nhdt la giét nguoi da trdng, cudp hée va trom cdp. sé bi két dn
reo co.

Cdc dér vien uevé hwa chon tie nhém cde wy vién didn hanh
SEIro gitp cace nhan nhdan.



Cde uy vien diéu hanh thi hanh dn neay tee khéde - trén cay
801 bén song”.

Duéi khong ¢ mot chir ky nito.

Sau khi cdc td thong cdo xudl hi¢én, thanh phé im dng duge
ba ngay khong xdy ra mot vu giét ngudi nao, khong mot vu trém
¢Ap ndo, ciing khong mot ai qué chén.

Thanh phs dé¢ thd hon. Nhu di néi, dan an khong ngdi r6i
chi€m da phén, tuy vay ban tinh cia con ngudi chita dung sir ton
trong vi ndi s¢ hai ban nang trude phdp luat, ddu ring phdp luat
nay ching ¢6 sttc manh nao dimg dang sau. ddi véi luat phép, bat
luan né nhu the nao, thi 16 van duge goi la 161, hinh phat kéo
thco né 1rich nhiém trude mdt vy the xui 161 nao d6. Néu nhu ban
nang nay khong t6n tai, ¢6 thé da khong ¢6 ca fuat phap va xi
ho.

Phén nira, dan chiing trong thanh phd Sacramento khang bict
4i 12 cac uy vién diéu hanh, cdi bi an ddng sg clia cong 1y gidt day
van treo (o limg trén 10i dc s& ddi xudng qua ban tay nao. Diéu bi
an 1am tang thém ndi s hai.

Ba ngay tréi qua yén tinh. Ngay ihit tu xdy ra ddm chay.
Khong a1 biét ddm chiy do ¢6 ké chu 1am dot hay chi [a tai nan
rit 10; ma ciing chang ai didu tra vu nay. Didu d6 khich 1& bon an
khong.

Ay 1a chira ké hon ngudi dong hon chuyén eudp bée, Chiing
phai ¢ s¢ cdi g1 mai duge chi? ThE 1a dan da chdng lai say sura:
Khong ¢6 su trimg phat nao ca. Didu d6 cang lam ching thém
bao loan va mot tudn sau khi ¢6 cde (I thong hao, sting lai nd
vang (rén duong phd Thag Mo.

Ngay sdng hom sau. nhitng 1an 2id ban mai théi tir phia “bii
¢ lam dung dua nam xdc chét cia bon an khong treo trén cay
8O hén somg.
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Chuyén la lung! Canh nay khong he lam cho bon an khong
st hiii. Hod ra cai bi an cua cong 1y khe né de doa thi khong
khicp hom L khi nd trimg phat. Trong thanh pho lui hon loan gua
trdyi. Chién (3i in an nhimge (0dn ngrdt mang vii khi mém thét
vang: “Chiing giét ching 1a”, hing ho kéo dén chd cay soi dé
chat hoace dot né di. Phai trat tv do Uy ban an ninh chua 1d pac
gac din ddo cing cam ngay vii khi. Ho lién o ngudi (Gi cdc
Xudng cura va cde khu rimg Ian cin goi thy dan 6. Ci “Hop tac”
xi¢t thinh dd1 ngii vt ha g1y sau d6 thdy mot todn ngudi rfing réu
ram, am thidm, ling I&, chéin budc nhe nhang hét nhu mot dor
quin, fir phia ngon don lan can kéo vao thinh pho. Mot 2idr san ho
dot cdc kho g6 va dém dén, dudi 4nh 1a ruc hdng cha nhimg
dAm chiy da nd ra mot 1ran kich chién khong khoan thi va
thiong x6t, kéo dai (G 1an sdng hom sau.

Dan an khong dong hon song hanh dong vo 16 chite; do vay
phan thing thugce vé nhimg ngtrdi @il gin an ninh.

Vi ngay sau, cay sO1 fai diay nhitng qua kinh khiing. Trén cay
(reo ¢O tat ci nhimg t binh bat duge, tay van con vii khit Trén
bdn muoi tén.

K& tir gidy phit iy cude chién tranh mdi day du v nghia caa tir
nay hat daun, mot cude chién khong khoan nhugng. khong ngung
nghi, 1én hanh cong khai va thang thimg.

Uy ban ¢d 16 chite chang fai bon dan khong. To chire doi khi
pham 101 4c, ¢6 dicu 101 4c nay [a dé bon ddau gau khong cudi vio
mii 16 chie.

Ci doi ben di khong chira mot hanh dong tan nhan nio. Ta
hily (rong tugng mot eong dong e by gidy toan dan ong, song
2ilra vimg hoang vu, tim ho ran lai nhu nhimg tiang da@ ma ho van
dap hang ngay, va ta phdi hicu ring, 1dng nhan hau, tinh yéu va
10ng vi tha la nhimg tir hoan toan xa la & chon nay.
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Thoi xau cua ho Xhong hé diu di, cét gt cling lam ho ndi
mau. Fau nhu ho chi an doc ¢d thit va uong regu. Chang bao gidy
ho 2ap Mot cdi gi yeu dudi, khong vii khi, cat ma (i than né kéu
out tinh thuong, sur diu dang vi chiam sée. trong 6 ho khong ¢d
dit chi 1a mot nguwan din ba.

VIL. CHAN TROI RONG MO

Cudi chng ngudi phu nir dau tién xuft hign. Mot a thg giat
ngudi Phap (6i day ciing vai doan di dan. DS 1a mot & con do.
cao 16n, bict dor phd vai mot tinh hudng cia cude doi. Trong
thinh phd ngudi ta 18 chitc han mot budi 1& chao mimg co ta.
Nhimg ngudi thg mo truyén tay nhau doi hai cha ¢o ta va ric
ving com vao doé. Ngay ngay diu tien ¢o ta da kiém duge mot
dong tan sén I6n va ngiéy hom sau nhan duge khoang mot tram 14
don xin cdu hon. Mot thang sau dé ¢o ta bicn di Nuu Uée, theo
chiée tian danh cdinh ¢ tha neo & vinh San Phorangxisco.

The rdéi mor ngay no, dan thanh pho da muc thi mot canh
mai khdc sau vao tam nao cia ho. B 1 mot trong nhimg khoinh
khic cua cude dinh chién khong tuyén bo gitra Uy ban an ninh va
bon ngudh an khong. nhimg khodnh khac doi khi van xiy ra,
aidng nhu trong mot con gidong ¢6 nhimg khoanh Khic im ang.

Cay soi hén song vang qua, con phd Thg Mo yén binh.
Nhimg ngun lich thiép ngdi dudi chan nrong cdce khich san, dot
Xi ga va nghi ngot sau mot npay lam viéc val va, chan gdc 1én lan
can. Thoi tiél tuyet diéu, Khong Khi trong lanh, bau trgi xanh
tham, sdng hong b dnh dén dém. Béng ding nhimg can nha va
cay ¢Oi, nhitng xudng cira v nhimg canh rimg xa xa hién 16 cling
vt nhimg dudng nél trong sach, nhimg dudng nét xitng diang vdi
nhimg gidy phitt hoing hon ay. Mat trdi da sudng ndi va chi ¢6
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ngon dodi nam ¢ phia cuoi pha doi dien vai dong song bimg len
nhimg tia sdng chéi d&n nhie mat.

Bdng nhién trong nhang tia sdng d6 xual hién mot doian
ngudl ngura la lung.

Dan dau doan la mot con géu 16n chay nude kiéu, lac lu cédi
dau ky di, mat ddo hét bén no dén hén kia. RS rang con gdu la vat
nuoi, Vi trén ¢o né ndi bat mot dai bang rong mau do.

Thay canh dé, nhimg ngudi lich thiép ngdl dudi chan tuang
}ién bat day, d8 xo ra pha, dan buon ban ciing dimg npay trén
ngudng cira nha minh nhin ra.

-Bin! Bin di! - nhidu gigng hdn don vang 1én.
-Dung! - May giong khic ho 1o, - g4 thuan day!
Lic nay, dodn xe di tién ir tir vao phd.

Theo sau con gau {a hai muaon ga da den mac 4o choang
trang, vl trang tr dau dén chan, cudi nhimg con ngwra cao 16n,
béo 131, DS 1 nhimg ngudi da den dep nhat thude b toc Yoldp
ma gid day chi cdn ¢6 thé gap duge tai nphimg khich san ¢d 16n &
Nirt Ude hay & Chicagd, mat ho 16i tham nhu than, gidng nhu
mat con nhan su, t6¢ ho xoan til thanh timg vong bé 11 xiv ép sét
da dau, het nhu long ena giong ciru Cnrm vay.

Sau may ga da den 1A mdt nir ky 1 cud trén lung mét chd
ngua Muxtang 1ong lay.

Thg dao md, tho rimg, thy sin, dan budn cing ha héc mém
ra nhin canh (ugng dé. Tir hot ¢6 thanh Sacramento dén nay chura
bao gid ngudi ta thdy cdanh nay. Thi€u ni con tré, thanh nha, day
vé cao quy, mat ngudi nao dd thét to: “B6 mi xudng!™, va the la
npay e khac cde loai mi déu bi trat re ra Khoi ddu. Mot ga khac



nira (inh mTa say chot gao 1én: “Yankee Doodle!™" va bi neutn ta
bit mém ngay wre khac. Im liang bao trim, y ahu thé ¢é mot sinh
linh tién gidi ndo d6 dang dao qua thinh phd viy.

Thiéu nit manh d¢, duyén dang, vai nhimg 1an t6c miau sang
(uon chdy sau lung, khé vim trong lan 16 nhe chidu hom, dua
doi mat xanh trong sdng nhin bon chung quanh, hoan toan ty tin
vi binh tinh, tham chi ¢6é phian kiéu hianh nifa. Trén guong mat
diu dang cia nang khong hé thay mot chit khé chiu nao, (réi lai,
chi can nhin thodng qua mat nang ciing da ¢6 thé cdm nhan rang
dé 1 nguoi tdo bao, quen ra lénh va bude nguai khdc phai thoa
man ngay tirc khac moi ham thich clia minh, ngay ¢a nhing y
thich déng dinh nhat. -

Sau ¢6 gai 12 mdy ¢ xe bit kin bat Pitxbdc, mdi xe thing
bon doi 1a, do nhing ngudi da tring va ngudi Métyx quan.

Mot ngudii din ong 1am thude da ludng tuoi cudi ngua di bén
¢ xe ddu tién, 6ng ta ¢o vé la thu [inh cda doan. Thinh thoang
ong lal huong 4nh mdt ddy vé au yém khon ti nhin mot ¢b xe,
trong dé, qua chd bat d¢ 1rong, ¢ thé nhin thdy mét c6 bé toe
den, mat nhot nhat, xinh nhu tién dong nhung au siu. Dol mat
md to cia em khong cdm nhan the gigi bén ngoai, dé mit khong
hé chdp trude nhimg tia nang choéi: Co bé by mi.

Mady ¢d xe con lai khong ¢6 ngudi, ¢d 1& bén trong chét ddy
dung cu va luong thue du trir.

Mot toan ngudi da den Yolop vil trang nira két thiic doan xe.

Doi hinh chat che, doan ngudi ngura tién vé phia khach san
“Ngudn Lich Thigp”. Bdng nir ky s7 r& ngang, ticn dén ddm ngudy
dang ngdi canh lan can, ¢at giong nhe nhang thanh thét hoi:

" Qudc ca Hoa K¥ (N.D).

59



-Thua quy ong, xin quy ong vur fong cho bict: Tudng St
hién ¢ mat trong thinh pha khong a?

-C6 ddy, thua ba, - mdy ngudi dao ma lich sy dap loi.
-Thé nha tudng quin 3 dau a7

Ca bon tranh nhau dap. Nha ong ta khong nam irén phd The
Mo ma nam vé phia nam phd ndy, cach day chimg nira dam.
Ngudi thu {inh vam v& ra hicy, va ca doan ngua xe 18 theo hudng
di duoce cht dan.

Mot dam dong dan phd tin an kéo theo sau.

Sau musi 1am phit di duding, ho (3 ngdi nha ctia dng Satta,
nim niu minh dén khé phan ra gita nhimg cay soi va cay cdi
xay. Nir ky si, ngudi thi linh vam v va co bé mu xudng xe, di
VA0 Lrong.

L4t sau, wrong Souo, dau d¢ tran, xudt hign & hién nhi.
Nauoi ta nghe thidy ong 1¢nh cho ddm vé si da den v xa ich thdo
12, thdo y&n cuong ngua, vi cac ticu thu sé ngd lai gua dém.

Nhitng ké t& mo chop ngay 14y tr "Cée tiéu thu'. Vay nhimg
tiéu thu nay 1a ai? Ho & lai day hay sé ra di? Liéu ho ¢6 dinh cu
tat Sacramentd hay khong? Trong ddm dan thanh pho khong ai
khong het 1ong mong moi diéu nay.

VIIL CAM XU C

Khi mar trang hién trén “ba ¢o™ va 10a sdng 1én man suong
bye phit trén sinh ldy, trong thinh phd khong hé nghe mot giong
say nao, mot phat sing nao.

Mat todn ngudi 1a hét om xom dinh kéo nhau qua céce pho,
song bi gidi tdn ngay e khiac.
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-Cic noudi khong bict. lay Chita 161, ¢ “Cac 1iéu thur™ trong
thanh pha a2 - Nhitng ngudi thg mo bao vay khi ho xua dudi may
2d say ngudn Al Nhi Lan vé nha hode vao ngach cic dong g0.

Thay vi thé, cude W tap thudmg ngay trong khach san
“Ngudi Lich Thiép™ dong t3i mife bign thanh mdt cuge mit tinh
that sur. Ho tranh luan $oi noi xem “Céc tico thir'” d6 1a ai va liéu
mdy tiéu thu s& & lai hay s¢€ ra di (rd thanh cau hoi quan trong hac
nhit hic nay.

bo1 vdi nhiing con ngudi sdng trong quan hé dao, sing,
- ching quen nhin nhimg gi khong 16 ming, khéng tho tuc, khong
tan bao, thi nhimg ngudi phy nr div dang, xinh dep nhu thé nay,
nhimg ngudi o rang thude tang 1dp thuong luu, duge coi 1a mot
hién tugng si¢u pham, ddy dnh hao quang. Ho linh cadm cudc doi
madi ¢o thé bat ddu doi vai thinh phs va déi véi ban Lthan hg néu
anh hio quang dé mai ma chiéu sang trén dau ho.

Chi nguyén viéc phu nir xuat hién da 1am diu ngay théi bao
tan. Ho tranh luan rit cang song binh tinh. Dao vin nim trong
bao, siing van & trong tdi. Ho con bd ddnh bac va chi ubng
cockrail thay vi nhimg vai uvaki thudmg ngay.

Gy day, ho ngay npil Lrude nhimg ngrdi dan ba maéi téi -
Bdi & tho gidt ngay nao da chubn theo chiée tau ddnh ¢4 voi.

-Lay Chda! - Henry Raux, chang thg tré dan g rimg so6i néi,
- Té1 chi da nhiéu 1an bdo rang a thy gist 1a d6 lira ddo d6 sao.

-Thé& nhung c4u van to tinh véi a, - Nha tnéu phi Mana dép.

-Thi lic 4y moi ngudi déu lam thé ca. Ma ndi ding ra, toi
chi muon 161 6t & vao rimg. Thoi, so sdnh Kicu gi la the! Vira
nhin thiy “Tidu thu' tée sang, trong ngyc td1 d3 nong ran 1én nhu

udng nhidu rnrgu ham néng vay. Nang hoan toan khong thé nao
la dan Itra dao dau nhé!
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-Duing (he! Buing (he! - nhimge ngudi kKhic phu hoy.

-Nay, cdc ngii, - Riaux ndi uép, - Xin it treo ¢o ngay (01 1en
ncu o1 khong thuin Tam chin danh xe cho nang, dau to1 co phij
didnh la Khong cong cho dén ngay nham mat.

-Binh tinh di nio. Raux! - Mat ngudi they mad ludng tuoi
nhic.

-Cau cho 101 bi nguyén rua néu 181 con e (he binh 1inh! Thé
¢6 cdnh tay nay! Toi s€ khong binh (inh, chimg nao mii d1 ¢on
tha ma chura bigt duge nang 180 la @i va ¢o o lai day hay khong.
Tam biet! Toi phai di hoi ngay dé biét duge dicéu gt d6 mdi yén!

Chang thg nimg vira néi vira theo thdi quen s thir xem dao
¢6 d¢ nit khoi bao khong - roi di ra.

l.dc Ay, nhimg neud dio ving ol 1de vie giau cd, nhimg
ngudd da time hét 1ong dng hé luat xur ton theo kiéu Lynso, hét
diu nghi dén su viée dudi goc do khac. Gia miy (iéu thu kia o lai
thanh phd thi c6 the dé dang duy 1 an ninh trat ty & chon nay.
Hinh nhu chi mot 10 ciia ticu thir toc sdng ciing ¢6 the kéo theo
(3t thay nhimg ngudn (r t&, va cude song nghet they, nom ndp au
lo. khong ¢ ngay mai nay <& vinh vién chim dit.

Dong suy nghi 4y cham dit (hi Raux quay trd L. Chang trai
@ lai sau mot gigy vilng mat, trong mdi tham thuong 1am sao: MU
mat, s mi td toi, dao cling chang con. Moi ngudi xdm lai quanh
anh.

-Chuyén gi the? Cau lam sao vay? - Ho hdt don dép.

-Chuyén gi 47 - Raux dip, - Nang Maontaray dich thue 1a én
nir.

-The ra ten nang 1h Montaray?
-Biing the! Nhumyg lay Chia. cde anh hiy nghe day! Toi vina

di vira tinh: Ta et hod reay MOt 0d w8 <8 nao dd cia nang. Troi i
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om vi suong mu day dac. Toi Gén lai gan. Cudi cling, mat 16i
nhin thady hinh ahu ¢d may ¢ x¢; 161 quan sat: cd cai gi ddy
dong day; (01 lién goi: Nay! dng anh, nghe nay! Ngay tdc thi, céi
“ong anh™ 8y gao 1én, quao ngay vao diu (61! 161 danh bo Jai mi,
mdl manh s mi, con dao va co cang chay. Toj chay thang (6
nha ong S61 14 4m 1én, ¢on con piu (bdi d6 chinh 1a con gau!
Xin Chiia hay trimg phat no di!) dudi theo 161, gdm gao. Lic nay,
& chd may ¢§ xe ngudi ta cling ho hodn 1én, cudi cung, cita md,
ding ngay gilra cira 13 (iGu thu cia chiing ta, sau lung 1a ong
Santar cam dén. Toi ben lao thang dén bén chan nang, kéu lén
“Ci 1o vai ™, trong khi con gau lai vo toi 1an nira.

-Duge day! Huge ddy!

-Cic cau ndi “duge day*” ngon 0, con 161 lic d6 cam thdy gid
1an <6 da diém. Tiéu thu cua ching ta thot 1en: “Bé! dé cho anh
ta yen!"Cac cau nghe o khong? Nang goi con gau la "Bé™
Giong nang ngot ngao lam sao, cf nhu ai 46 rdon matl vao rugu
rim vay, trong nhay mit con vat bi mang lién sdn vao chan nang,
lin ngira ra, KhE gdm gir.

-Binh tinh lai nio, Raux, - npudi thg md ludng tudi tir ton
nol.

-Vang, - Ravx ké tiép, - lic nay tiéu thu mdi hoi o 1a ai,
can gi. Toi dua mét ngdm nang, oi lay Chia! mit 161 chua hé
duge thdy - va to1 ddm cude ngay mot tram doé Ja an mudi rang
chira mot ai timg thiy, du & Ntu USc hay Philadenphia, mot
npudi nao dep thé... Toi thé chét mat xac néu gio day khip ca
mién Pong con ¢d Mot ngwdi phu nit tht hat nhu vay. Toi ddm
danh cude hai tram, cuQce ngay ba tram do la diy...

-Binh tinh, Raux!

-Ldc nang hoi o1 hing 1i¢ng ndl ngot ngao nhu 1iéng chim
“khudu hot, rudt gan 161 nr nhién thét lai nhir (thé sudt ba npay
chira dirge mot hat com. By i 101 md micng (hot ra: “Xin &1
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11éu thu...”, roi khong tai nao néi thém dirge gi nita. Nang nhoén
miéng cudi, 0, hét nhu mot tién nit, r&1 ning mon 161 vio nha.

-Cau vao ch?

-Toi vao, nhung 16ng ngong khong dam dat dit ngoi. Toi
thanh ngd nghé nhu mot ké bi 19t chom da dau vay. song rét cude
161 cling noi duge ring 161 dén day d€ duge biél nang 13 ai. Cau
Chia phd ho nang.

-Nang bao sao?

-Nang bao: Ong hay vé thira chuyén v&i cdc quy 6ng than
hiru: Tén t61 12 Mén Montoray. toi von sinh trudng ¢ Luidiana,
101 cung ban bé cia minh dén day dé duge song trong sy cham
sGc cla cac ong.

-Trong su cham s6c¢ cia ching ta?

-Phii! 61 nang xiét chat tay 16i. Cdc anh thay khong, nang
xi€t chat tay t6i bing ban tay nhé nhin, tring tréo, hién diu, ngoc
nga cda nang... Lay Chia! Va nang néi ring nang (on kinh chiing
ta...

bén ché ndy Raux khong thé néi hon duge nita vi qud déi
xuc dong. Moi ngudi xuc' dong, xiét chat ban tay ran chic quen
nu bia cua anh; chang trai dimg im lang pidy 14t cu6i cung
khong kim dugc nita, anh nhay lén ban, nghén cao ddu, ho 16n:

-Hura nang Montorav!

-11ip! Hip! Hura nang Montoray! - Ca tram giong dép lai.
-ITura b géi cua ching ta!...

-Vi ¢o bé caa chiing 1a!

-V ¢O g4l ngot ngao cua chdng ta!
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Tieng vo tay, cudi nor, 1eo ho 1rdn ngdp... nda 219 sau ho
quy¢t dinh lap thinh doan dai biéu t& g3p nang Montoray.

budng pho khi ndy hiy con 161 mo lic nay bimg sing nho
nhimg bé cay gai va héu xam duge dot [én, thap thodng hén 4nh
lra hién 15 moOt doi ngld nhimg ngu thg mo, thy rimg ngoin
ngoto nhur réng ran dang chuyén dong cham rdi vé hudng nha
tusng Satto.

IX. NHUNG DU DINH CHO TUONG LAI

Nang Meéntoray trd thanh co gai kiéu diém clia cd thanh phd,
du rang khong mot ai trong dan ching & day (ra 1o cau hoi, vi
sS40 con U ¢oOn rdt tré, rd rang 1a giau sang, hoan toan xa la
vl tinh cdch va 1ap qudn cda dan mién Vién Tay nay, lai i bo
cdc bang mién Doéng quen thude ciia minh, ddn than (¢ mot viing
hoang vu, nguyén thuy vii dicu Kién séng khac nghiét, tham chi
nguy liém nay.

ide d6 gay nén bao ndi ngac nhién, nhat 1a khi' ngudi 1a
biel rang ngudi dan dng ludng tuoi, tée sdng di cling nang va co
con pdl mi ctia Ong ta hoan toan khong cdng mau mu véi nang.

Thue ra, nang Montoray |a ban cua ¢o 4 mu va trong thuc
t¢ nang dén Califormia chinh vi ¢c6 gédi nay; Méri Méntoray tré
trung, doc than, tr do va cye Ky gidu ¢6, dé cé thé ngao du, tham
vicng bat k¥ nui ndo nang thich. Khi thay thude khuyén co bé
Nénli nén di khéi Luidiana, (Dai véi ¢ bé mac bénh 16ng ngue
hiém ngheo thi khi hau 4m ¢t 12 nguy hiém ch&t nguen) Méri da
¢d ¥ dinh dem ban minh sang Ttalia; tuy vay, trén toan chau Au
lie bdy pig dang thoi Ky bao tdp ciach mang, do dé ong Talo, bd
cta Nénli, von 12 chu trai, ¢ sg ring & Italia ¢6 thé khong ki€m ké
sinh nhai dugce; thé 1a ho quyét dinh di Califomnia.



Meéri. ¢o gal ddy long cao thugng. ¢d 101 song hat sire lang
man da tr nguyén chiap nhan mot chuyén di hta hen day phicu
luu.

Tai California ho da quy¢t dinh song cude doi trang Lrat. DAt
dai 0 d6 chura thuge vé ai. Mot 83 gia dinh ngudi Méhico trén
danh nghia ¢é tai san 1a nhimg khu dat rong 16n, song ho khong
hé & do, cling Khong cay cay gi.

NEu dau dé ¢6 nghé nong thi ciing chi [d chan tha. Duy nhit
chi ¢d ede cha c6 dong Déduyt 1a trong ngd va nho & phia nam,
cich Sacramentd chimg nam tram dam, ta thanh pho od tén la
Mision, tuy nhién quanh thanh phé nay va ca viing phia hac chua
a gieo mol hat lia my nao.

Bot my phai nhap tir mién Dong, viy la nghé nong hia hen
day loi 1oc. Ong Talo du dinh (rong vai nain s€ kigm duge mot

gia san va sau do suot ddi an hudng tar qué huemg Niu Orlean cua
minh.

X. LAO BONG VA THO MONG

Mdy théng trdi (roi qua.

Nha canb thg rimg gidp d3, hai ngdi nha duge dung 3 ngoai
vi Latrop.

Talo va con gai & trong mot ngdi nha, con ngdy nha thad hai
thude vé Mén Montoray ciing cac chang vé si da den va con gau
clia nang.

Hai ap nho cdach khu tral chinh cliia nhimg ngudi thy rimg
chimg mudi dam va (rong (ruomg hop bi dan da do 1dn cong,. ¢6
the cdu cthu ho. Tuy nhién, nguyén lue lugng tai chd ciing da
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ding gom bai & day ¢d 131 Bon mua vé st ngudt Yolop khoe nhu
vam lal ¢co vi trang, ho cé (he e ve dai hoi.

MOt Op ve st ongay dem tuan phong khu vie chung quanh,
con nhimg ngudi khac chat so1 va phat ¢d cay, don dat cho Talo
trong lida.

Ong chd trai ¢6 ol Tam vice cat lue. G day ong (im viéce,
con nang Montoray tim tha mong.

Ca hai da tim duge cdi minh khao khat. Chd thé ma chinh
Meri da tr thot 1én, chura e nao nang cam thdy hanh phic nhu
lic nay. Ving ho sinh co lap nghiép vian con nguyén khoi véi
day du y nghia cua 1 nay. Ban ngay vong I 1iéng may cua may
xudmy cra do tho img xay cat dudi chan sudi “Da o™ cach day
mudi dam, con khn cde xudng cura lang ticng thi khong mot am
thanh cta coge song pha di man yén tinh siu tham cia vang dat
hoang vu nay. Toi dén chim khudu hit riu it trong khu rimg
vany, gilta cac hon ndi da doi lae vang vong ticng rong cua bon
méo rimg. Dia diém duge lua chon that luyét vasi. Hai ngoi nha
nau minh trong thung ling, trén hai b mot con sudi nude trong
nhu pha 1&, in bong nhimg hing duong Liéu da siu, cling tai chd
nay dong susi do tr thém dd cao 1ao nén ba (hac nude 16n. Phia
trén cac dong thac 1o ling nhimg tan 14 ban nguyét, nhimg 1)
day lco xen lan nhimg canh “gié quat™ diay hoa khoe mau do
thim. Dudi chéan mii dd hoa cuong hung do bat ngin nerm_ bui
héng dai, moce san sat nhau.

Mdy qua nti did cho cam eide nhu ching 1 bdc trdmg ngan
cdch cdi thung ling tra nhur mot nha hét ngodi 111 nay vai the
2idi ben ngoai, phia sau bie tudng. canh rimg <6i lim gid dang
ram 1 1am su.

Mot chiée cdu nho nho, thanh nhe bang & do Tao qua dong
sudi. néi {ién hai nhia. Mén it thich ¢hd nay, nang thitmg ngoan
canh moi ban mai, doce <ach hoae day Nenli hoe. Thinh thoiang
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Meéri dimg 1rén cau. phéng taim mat ve phia xa xa. theo dong sufn
hinh nhu dang chdy vé mot mién dil hoan toan bi dn. Qua vay,
nhitng dai rimg tham thin d6 van con Ta dicu bf mat. Lic nay
Meéri ké cho Nenli mu loa vé canh quan Ky diéu bao quanh hai
naurdi, ¢6 bé luon miéng hdi Méri hét cau no té cau kia.

Tiée thay! Khai niém miu sic va hinh khai hau nhu khong
hé ton tai trong cdi dau bé bong kia, bai vay thinh thodng Nénli
didn dat nhan thife theo céch cua minh:

-Sudi, Mén, 1a buodn, vi né khée, didu nay em nghe rat 16;
nmg ciing budn va chic 12 gia nua; con hoa va bau trdfi the nio thi
em chiu.

Meén ¢6 giang gidi, song ¢d bé thudmg chi k&t luan:

-Em khong hiéu, Méri ngot ngao clia em, em khong hicu.

Sau gidy ldt co gdi la n6i tiép: - Nhumg & day rét (ot}

Qua thue chd nay rét 161, Khong khi thom tho ma lar kho rdo
va dm dp lam cho bO nguc gy véu cua ¢o bé thém dé chiv, con
tan hoi nhe nhang cia né khé hon 1én ma cm; oY phia xa xa vong
151 nhig giong hédt déu déu nhung ngén vang cla may chang da
den ma cha cm van trong coi hang ngay... may Wim cay duong
liéu tam tinh dicu gi dé ngot ngio gitra cac phién 14, phia trén hai
mdi 18¢ sdng cua hai ¢o 281 mat dan budim xanh biée vut bay lén.

-Oi! Nenli! Gid nhu em o6 thé chiem ngudng duge moi thit! -
MEr noi.

-Chi dimg phién mudn mta, - ¢o bé dap lai, - ¢ nghi chi cla
em nhin thay duge 12 em thich lam réi.

Lic nay Meri d4p ddi moi hong clia nang vao vang (rdn xanh
xao cua ¢o bé. Bau khong khi yén tinh va hanh phic mi i viing
hit thd nay lam cho ¢6 bé say sura (hit su.
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Sur don dicu cua cude song ¢ the khién ¢ho nang chdn nan,
song phai dén e nao do. Gio day, doi vai nang moi tha déu mai
me, déu Ja 1im va déu do chinh nang kham pha ra, su khdm pha
nay tr3 thinh nguon cim khodt tuyét voi cho tam hon von tran

ddy nhimg gi ma mot the gidi van minh va than hitu ¢6 thé mang
* lai cho nang cua cdi da dao dia dua nang (51 cam gide nham chan
qué sém nay. Trong thé gidi dy, ngudi 1a 1on sting nang bdi nhicu
I¢ khdc nhau, tuy nhién dau dén ndi khong nhan ra ngay phin
dong bon hy da chay theo tiéng poi cha dong tién ciia nang.

Pinh kién d6 khién nang trd thanh ngudi hoi da nghi va dan
nang 13i chd phai ném it nhidu mii vi cay ding cua cude doi. G
day, thie tai va cdl ménh mong cia hoang vu lam diu di ndi cay
dang nhy. Phan nira cho 13 nay Meéri chira hé yéu ai hon ¢o bé
Nenlh.

Khi ndng git xua nang khoi mat cdu, Meri dem sach ra hicn
nha ngoi doc. Nang mang td day ca mot xe sdch. Ldc mit troi
dimyg bong, ning sang nha Tala ding bita, sau d6 nang nghi trua.

Chiéu chiéu, khi vang mat Udi ndu minh xuong dudi duong
vién cila mdy diy ndi da cao, nang mang sing di san. “Bé" cua
nang ludi biéng 1& chan sau nang, theo ban nang cua loai géu, cai
dau 10 su cua no lac Ir bén no, bén kia.

K< hd tong ddng gom nay dam bao an toan cho nang trude
moi nguy hién bat ngd.

'I'u’é‘ng_ Sata, nl_lrbj di nhanh chong gan bs v nhimg naudi
tr (& g x{ hoang vu ndy thinh thoang téi tham ap coa nang. Va
Ong l\hong_ tai ndo hidu ndi, mot ning Mantaray nhu vay ma lyi
an dat & chdn rimg sau, 1y nhién ong lai hét sie bang long vdi
chuyén nay. Dot khi Méri cting “BéE™, con thuong thi ciing ong
pia Talo, 1 tham “nhimg ngudn lich thiép cua minh™ trong thanh
pho. Vai dan thanh phad méi 1an nang tdi tham 1a mdt neay hoi.
G day ngursi 1a yéu quy nang nhu yéu quy diva con chung. nhit 1i
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Khi ngudi ta nhan ra rang (rong truong hop can thict, dita con nay
bict cham séc nhimg nguin dau om va thuong 1at. Trong thanh
Phd nhdr dnh hudng cta nang v nhimg tunh cam div ding hon ma
nang di biét cach thic tinh trong nhitg tam hén (ha thicn cla
dam thg mo. cac tap tue v théi xdu ciing bat ddu diu di phin
nao.

Cay so1 kinh khung no nay it gua ngudn hon. Thoat dau cic
uy vién didu hinh (hudng mdi nang 131 du hop ban, song chang
bao lau sau ho hicu ra rang theo ¥ “ticu thu™ thi gilta con ngudi
v con ngudi dimg nén treo co mot ai.

Chinh vi I¢ dd ma nhimg k¢ duge nang citu mang 11y thanh
“neudi cua nang™, song chét véi nang.

Duy ¢ mot ngudyi 33 bién mat tum. Khong thay anh ta trong
thanh pho, khong ¢d anh ta trong ddm thy rimg. tom lai khong
thdy dau ca. C6 mot 1an Mén nhidc 13i chiang tral 11¢ mang timg
suyt b1 “RE™ cua nang v vi (o1 v anh La:

-Raux u? - ngudi ta trd (31 nang. - mat chang trar tot bung,
chac han khong con sdng nira.

baé van con la chuyén hét st binh thudmg, ngay Méri cling
khong hdt thém gi vé con ngudi xdu 6 Ay nita.

XL TUP LEU TRONG RUNG

Giong nhr bau roi Calitornia muon thud bicée xanh nay,
cude song cua Mért Montoray kKhong o6 bién dom gi dang Ke.
Ngay no p1ong ngay kia, hét nhu har anh e sinh dor vay.

biéu thay déi duy nhat 1i ning nedy cing trd nén manh dan

khi di quen ddn véi vig quanh ap. cac cude dao choi san bin
cuyg nang cling ngay mol xa hon.
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Chang bao g1 nang gap nguy hicm gi. tuy vay ¢é mot lin
trén dudng 0 ritng vé nha nang 16 ra lo ngai: Nang cam (hay hinh
nhu ¢o k¢ nito dé theo ddi nang.

Lo ngai tang 1én gdp bol khi nghy thit hai nang phéal hi¢n
thay mot cai téu trén bo mot hd nude nho siu trong rimg, noi con
suol chdy qua, cach thic nude chimg mudi dam Anh. Tup 1éu
maoi dimg, K& biang nhimg cinh liéu nhd, trén née phit manh vai
bat Pitxbde. Canh [éu mot bép Itra vita maéi [3p lai con nghi ngit
khoi.

Gi4 thir khong ¢6 tam vai hat thi con ¢d thé dodn tip 1éu nay
la cha ngudi da do, bdi 1€ nhimg canh lidu két lai véi nhau theo
kiéu ctia ho. Ding nay tdm vii bat va nhitng dau gidy dinh chimg
(0 O noi riing sau héo lanh nay ¢6 mot ngudi da trang dang an
nau.

Sau giay 14t do du Mén chw han vao bén trong. Sir ¢6 mit
ctia B¢ khién nang thém can dam.

Trong 1éu khong ¢ al. Trén [ap réu chi thay mdt bo da giu
mdi [t ma “BE™ dang nadi ngui vai v ngac nhién va lo ngai.

O mot ddt nude ma bon trom cudp tie khap the pici kéo ve
nuong than, diéu quan trong can phat bict 1a k¢ nao dang song
gdn minh, nhit 1a khi ké d6 10 rang dang an ndu.

B vay Méri quyét dinh quay vé va phai cdc chang ky st
Yolop cia minh di 10ng Ki€m, nhat 1a khi v& dén nia dudng du
am cta mot phdt sdng tir phia xa hong doi vao tal nang.

Song nhimg cudce lung kigm khong dem lai k&t qua. Mot ve

s1 da den ¢6 gap mot ngud di sin nao do trong rimg, song cling
ching bict duge didu gi & anh ta.
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Khi hén ed phat anh ta & tip I phia dud con suot “Da Bo™
hay khong, nguii thg san tra 101: “Chinh to177 va khi hot anh
lam ¢ thi anh ta trd 131 “Lam gl 1o thich'

Chi sau mOt tudn ngudi ta khong con nhice @i vé chuyén nay
nira. Bong ddng bi dn ny Khong con lam cho Mén s sét, trar lai
nang bat ddu quan tam t6i né. Trong cude song dom dicu & chon
rimg hoang, vai nang né lai 1a mot cdi méi. Lic san ban trong
rimg nang thim nghi, hiét dau ngudi thg san bi an no dang quanh
quin dau day - ¢6 1de cdi y nghi do tréu choe nang, con thuong
thi nd bong dia vét nang.

Ving quanh 4p an toan tdi mdc nang ky si xinh dep thudng
kKhoog dem theo con gdu cta minh. La vi pan day di theo nang nd
thuong hay ngdi nguo, va khi bi ban chan manh dé, ngoc nga cia
nang danh thire, thay vi ding day. né Lat gam gir vé tie gian.

Thudng 1hi sau do, khi duoi Kip nang, né 16 ra ho then vé
tinh ludn biéng ¢ia minh.

XII. GAP GO

Ca mot lan, hoang hon ap xuong khi ning hiy con & trong
rimg, nang manh dan [an theo mot 131 hep day soi dd van 13 long
mot con sudi nhd, van din nude mua o trén ndi do vao dong sudi
chinh.

Doc hat bén sudi vuon cao nhitg val cay rimg, ram um tam,
du tan chang chit loai cay dai thudmg duge got la Traporal.

Mén 1an budce, choe chdc niang fai phai gat sang bén nhimg
canh 4 ngdang npang dudng, bong nang simg lai, nghe ngdng.

Trong rang sau finh mich nang nghe 3 L phia xa <6 Hiéng
820 830 sO1 dd co vao nhau do nhimg bude chan nang né.
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Mcri o ngal, md khod nong sing.

Ngay sau ticng sao sao, ticng gam gir khe khé vang dén (ai
nang.

Nghe vy nang ky sT lién ha ngay sing xudng.

-Bé! Mén goi 1. - Ré! L day!

Giira bui um tum, cdch Méri chimg vai chue bude hdng xuit
hién mot cai ddu gau to su, con gdu chay thang vé phia nang.

-BE&! - Mén goi.

Chuyén la ling: con vat thay vi chuyén tir nude Kiéu sang

nude dai ngin mimg chi nhu nd vin thudng 1am, bdng dimg lai.
Tl nguc nd bat ra mat tiéng gam dir ton, nhur bi nén lai.
B¢ - Mer lai goi.

Méri mat doi mat vai k¢ 2iél neudi kinh khing nhat & rimg
Calitornia: Gau xam.

3 chd khe hep nhu thé nay nang khong thé tranh nd, cing
khong thé nhdy sang bén - img qué ram. Thue ra nang ¢6 khau
sting trong tay, song giu nay c¢6 bao gid quy bang mot phat sing;
nguoe 1a khi di tning thuong né cang dir ton.

Nang con ¢6 ca dao, loai vi khi 1gi hai nhat khi gidp chién,
tuy vay, ngay dén nhimg tay thy san limg danh nh4t cia Canada
van ca doi ngao du & viing hoang ving Trung Phi cling khong dil
can dam d€ choi v&i loai gau vii trang bang vudlt tring nay.

Meén fuyc¢t vong.

Lic nay con vat ding thang ngudi bang hai chan sau, hai
chan (rude phay phdy frong khong khi cham rdi tién lay chd nang.

Men dp bang siing vao ma: mot phat dan nd vang, con vat
chi ddp lai bang tiéng gdm ni di¢n cudng.
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-Cinu o0 vai! Ot it - Meéri ho hoan. rong lie Kinh hodng
nang da quen rang tir day dén nha chi 1t cling phar nam dam Anh.

Con quat vat chi con cach nang khong gqua mudi 1am bude.
Bay g1 nd thd khe khe ghé rgn, nhimp mang vuot trang trang
cua don chin (rude loang lodng trong cér hong dém den npdm.

Méri cam thay nhu chan nang guy xuong.

Bong mot cail gi do cham vao vai ning va mot 1iéng nguoi
tram tram, binh tinh that 1én trong bong (61 sau g nang:

-Xin [61 nang... day 4 viéc clia 101!

Mot ban tay kKhoé day nang vé phia sau, trude it nang hién
rd dang hinh cao 1dn cila mot ngucs dan ong.

Va mol lan nira [a1 cit [én tieng thi thao cva anh ta:
-Xin 16i nang...

Anh Itra d6 re coa mot phdt svng x& rach man dém. lién 46
Meéri chimg kién mot tran kich chién riing rgn giita con nguon va
da tha. Mot khoi ngdn ngon hai xac thit quén chit vao nhau, do
xudng nén soi cla suoi... va vat 1on kich li¢t... thinh thoiang chi
cdn nghe thiy tiéng nghién rang kén ket, tiéng thd hon hén, hoac
tiéng gam ngdl quang... ¢d lde chian con gau ¢ nudn 1én, ¢d Tic
tay naudt vung dao... Méri ngdt xiu...

Lic tinh day nang nghe vang ving dau day tiéng thae nude
dd xudng sudi. ro rang ning dang ¢ pén nha. Hinh nhu dang xa
1ap lanh 4nh dén trong nha Talo.

Mot xéc ngirdn nam ngiea, rii regi ngay canh chian nang.

Meri chen hidu tat ca. RO rang vi citu tinh khong quen bidt da
b& niang trén tay qua mot dogn dudmg, r8i ngudl nay da nga
xuonge vi v@ thuong gud nang. Khong chic anh ta ra khot trin
chien ma khong b (0n thuong. Qua dnh trang. Méri nhin (hay
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mau chiay rong rong Wr ¢d, ngue va tée anh xudng 14 cay thach
thao trong rimg. Cling nhd trang ma nang thdy mat anh trang
bech nhu phan, hai mat nham nghién, mom ha hae. van con tha,
nhumg véu @ va khong déu.

biay 1a mot guong mat dep, dep (ra nhu pho tugng neud
Mandi & La Ma. 10 ro nét can truomg vir nghi hre.

Men dem mi cua minh ra sudl 13y nude. Nang nho vai giot
vio miéng ngudi di san, than the ching rung 1én, mat chang md
ra trong chde 1at, miéng théu thao:

-Xin 161 nang! Toi hanh phic qua...

Meéri gai dauv chang Jén diil minh, nang ngdi lang hai lau
khong nhtic nhich, boi nang khong biét phai lam gi: kéu ciu, hay
d¢ ngudi bi throng nam do vé nhi eot npudi. HE chang trai lai thi
nang ai ngai, ma kéu ctru thi ¢ ngu 12 khong nghe thay. Lic
nay. ncéu ai dé muc kich nang dang dam chiéu, uu phién hét ndi,
(rin mén cidi diu xuong guong mat xanh xao nhur tau 14 cia chang
thy san, han s& cho nang 1a nit thin rimg.

bem da ve khuya, vang trang nho cao (rén ¢anh rimg: chim
khudu dua nhau Hu lo nhimg giong hét ngot ngao, nhitng am
thanh chun chiit hét nhu du am cua nhimg c4i hon; phia xa xa
(hac do ri rdm, 1iéng Hn cla thac hod (ron vin titng dong tr may
xudng cua cua thg nmg < Latrop.

Cudi cling thi Méri ciing ngh ra duoc phai [Am gi. Khau
sting clia nang da rGt @ noi xay ra kich chién, nang [y khau siing
truimg hang nang cia chang thg san, nhol dan vio va bin cht
thien,

Ning ban ha phat (ign. Sau phat tha har dnh den bat ddu lia
theo ctta kinh nha Talo, sau do dnh den tach khot bong nha va
nhanh chéng (i¢n vé phia Meriz chi sau chae 1at 1rén chue ching



ky 81 YOlop do ong Talo dan diau da (i, tay ho cam den hoae
dude thong chdy rue.

-C6 chuyeén gi the? - Ong Talo hou.
-Hay dua giltm ngay con ngudi (o (€ nay vé nha! - Méri bao.

Negay hom sau nguoi b thuong van bat tinh. Ho di goi bic s1
tr Sacramento dén.

Béc s1, mot ngudi di bd nghé v tir 1av d¢ di dho vang, ching
may khi ong ta tinh rugu, tuy vay ft ra ong van con nhd duge
ngén nghé cha minh, di @€ nhan ra tinh trang cla ngudi bénh rét
nguy kich.

Nhung éng nhan ra ngudi bénh trude khi nhan biét bénh tinh
cla anh ta. Ngam nhin bo mat xanh xao, rau ram va vay day mau,
ong lién kéu lén:

-Duing roi! Day 1a Raux...

boce 1y edi dau xudng sat ngudi bi thuong dang thé rdt yéu,
ong ta noi:

-Rauvx! Ban cua td1 01! ngudi ta bdo ring cdch day mra nam
2au di vo chét cau hod ra ma hom qua nd mdi giang xé cu.
Buoc day! Duge diy! Téi nghi rang ngue cau hoi bi toac... xuong
sudn gay... xuong don ginh giy... con nhilng thit khiac khéng
sao! Néu cau chél thi tai mat nhi¢u mau vi co thé qua yeu... hir!
Va tay bi dap nat. N6 dai cau chan tinh, con cdu cho nd bao
nhiéu nhét? Ha?... H& ching trail...

Raux dang m¢ siéng, bdi vay anh khong thé tra 16 may cau
hdi cta doe 1. Bae 1 1ai néi uep:

-Nay, ch1 Montoray, toi cho rang ching trai nay da phai long
chi roi dé! Néu khang thi cau ta <€ bao diy khong phai 1a viée
clta tol.

76



bsae 1 dam chicu gray 1

-Tu dimg cau ta bign kKhor thanh pho nhu bi ot (0m xudng
nude. Ching (61 Khong the giai thich ndi vi sao, hdi ddu sao cau
(a di cap may trong cong viée cf mi. Mot ngay sau khi chi 31,
cau la da 1im thay mot “eue™, 1t va cing phai vé duge dam ngan
dov la... nhumg bay gidy 10i mdi suc nhd ra... cau (a da ludn mom
né vE chilL. vay cau ta 0 day véi chi a?

-Khong.

-NEu vay thi cau ta da canh phong chi § trong rimg... cau hé
dang thuong! Toi nghi ring cau ta s& chét, may lam maéi ¢é (hé
yua khoi... cdc ngudi hay chim sée cau ta d day. Tay v xuong
quai xanh t6i da x&p lal, xuong swom ciing vay. Phai thuong
Xuyén rira sach vét thuang cho cin ta vt doi cho dén Khi xirong
lién lai. Lay Chua!

Doc 13 ra vé. Bén gnrdmg Raux chi con lai mot g3 da den va
M.

Mén cling di nhan ra Raux, lic niy nang ngam ching trai.
suy nghi sdn lang.

G California nay nang da tim thay h& thday nhimg gi tam
hon 1ang man cda nang khao khat. Cude dd quing giao nay day
mai do rdng tuéch da lam cho nang chin ngén: thi & diy trong
ddng hinh ctia Raux trude mat nang 1a mot bang chimg didm mau
cho thay ¢6 ca tinh yéu va long hy 