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Tuwa

T6i bude chan vao nganh bién khao mdt cach rat tinh cd : khoang nam 1985 t6i kham pha ra mot
loat anh cua Salles chup 18 Xudngdanh truong Hia Nam, khoa Dinh Dau (1897). Trudc toi di biét
canh trudng thi qua Ngo Tat T (Léu Chdng) va Chu Thién (But Nghién) gio thiy tin mét ting chi tiét
nhé quang canh trudong thi xua khién t6i xac dong, khac hén khi doc sach, twa nhu t6i duoc du lich
nguoc thoi gian, trd lai mot trim nam vé trude. Thé 13 tdi ndy y mudn di " san " nhitng anh thi cir khéc,
thu thap lai thanh mot cudn sach in cho moi ngudi cung thudng thire va cling 1a mot cach bao ton di
tich mot thoi da qua.

" San " anh tuy ton cong nhung t61 chi thure sy gdp kho khan khi phai cha thich anh, du 1a chu thich
rdt so sai : St sach ta chép vé Khoa ctr tuy nhleu nhung chép thuong khong can than nén phai d6i
chiéu k¥ méi tim ra sy thuc. Chang han, no1 vé viéc canh phong truong thi, Chu Thién viét hai chd
khac nhau : " 8 d6i Thé sat" va " 8 vién doi Thé sat ". Toi da hoi rat nhiéu nguoi nhung khong ai biét
cdu nao dung, mai sau toi mGi tim thay 101 giai dap trong Pai Nam Thue Luc Chinh Bién : " 8 vién doi
Thé sat".

Pén khi xem anh ctia Salles va dbi chiéu voi Cao Xuan Dyc thi t6i lai phan van khong 1o ai méi
thue 1a Chu khao truong Ha Nam khoa Binh Dau ? Pong ST Vinh hay Cao Xuan Duc ? Lai nhé ¢6 lan
toi khoe voi vai ngudi ban Phap rang Viét-Nam c6 nit Trang nguyén tir 1au, cau hoi ty nhién cua ho la :

" Tu namnao ? " TO1 u ¢ vi qua that ba Nguyén Thi Du sinh nam nao, dd nim nao, khong ai biét, danh
chi n6i ham hé : " O thé ky thir 17 ", r6i danh tréng 1ang, so ngudi ta hoi ki hon. Vé nha t6i 1ay glay
but thir tinh xem ¢6 thé doan duoc nim sinh cta ba Du. Bai tinh chép lai tuy don gian nhung t6i mat
may ngay moi timra vi di 1am dudng lac dau : i ctr twdong hé dya vao hai chua Trinh la ¢6 thé tim ra
ba 1ay chiia Mac nao, roi tir do tinh ra nam sinh cua ba, vi thé luan quan mai khong ra manh mbi.

Khong riéng gi v6i ba Du, mdi 1an gip kho khin toi thuong ton kha nhiéu thi gid dé tim cau giai dép,
thé ma nhitng diéu xac dinh duoc lai khong thé dua vao cuén Khoa cir & Viét Nam dé tranh cho nguoi
di sau khoi mat thi gio tim kiém nhu t6i vi khuon kho cudn sach han hep khong cho phép di séu vao chi
tiét. (Va lai cuén Khoa cur co 18 con lau moi ra mat doc gia duoc : tac quyén anh rat dit va tién in
cling khong ré vi ¢6 ca miy tAm anh miu dau tién trén thé gidi). Do d6 t6i moi bat dau giri bai ding
bao, va dén nay thi thu thap nhitng bai di dang rai rac trén cac tap chi thanh cudn sach nay. Vi 1a cubn
sach tap hop nhitng bai viét cho cac bao khic nhau nén tuy di stra chita van khong tranh khoi mot vai
chd nhic di nhic lai cing mot ¥, va nhitng 18i 1am so xuat khac...Rat mong doc gia thé tinh.

Chatenay-Malabry, thang giéng 1994



Chuwong LKHOA CU O VIET NAM Céng hay t6i ?

X3 hoi ta xua dai dé chia ra 1am hai loai nguoi : quan va dan. Quan 1a nguoi gitp vua diéu khién
gu@)ng may chinh tri dé dem lai trat tu, an ninh cho dan. Quan trurong do Nho phai xuat than, cach kén
nguoi ra lam quan goi 1a Khoa cu.

Tuy nhién, lam quan khong ctr phai theo cir nghiép, ngoai Khoa cir ta con c6 18 Cong ctr, hay Bao
cu, tirc 1a cac quan phai tién ctr nhitng ngudi ¢ tai va c¢é dic ra 1am quan. Nhung phuong phap nay
khong cung cip du ngudi cho bd may hanh chanh vi nhirng ngudi ding ra Bao cir, néu 1§ tién 1am
ngudi do thi sé bi nghiém trimg, do d6 thudng xuyén phai dung Khoa cir dé kén nhan tai.

Khoa ctr xut hién tir bao gid ?

Nguyen Hién L& (Triét hoc Trung Qudc, Chién Qubc Sach), Pao Duy Anh (Trung Qubc Su
Cuong), Tran Van Giap (Khai Tri Tap San), Tran Quoc Vugng (Lich Str Viét Nam, I) déu chép Khoa
clr xuat hién ¢ Trung quoc tir nha Tuy, nha Pudng (cudi thé ky thir VI, dau thé ky thtr VII), thoi nha
Han chi ¢6 18 dan ctr ngudi hién tai, song theo Chu Thién (But Nghién) va thir nhat Tran Trong Kim
(Nho Gi4o) thi Khoa ctr bat dau ¢ tir Han Vii Bé : " Han Vil Bé (140 tr. TL) ra bai sach cho nhirng
ngudi da trang tuyén, trong s6 d6 ¢6 Pong Trong Thu ". Ta co thé hiéu 1a Khoa cir manh nha tir nha
Tay Han, nhung dén nha Tuy, nha Puong mdi duoc khai thac va to chirc ¢ quy md.

Cung chiu anh hudng cua Trung Hoa, song Viét Nam, Cao Ly va Nhat Ban dat ra Khoa cur tir 1au,
Au chiu phai doi dén thé ky thd XIX m6i dung thi ctr dé kén ngudi(1).

Thoi Bic thude (111 tr. TL-938) vin hoa cb ciia ta - va c6 1& ca chit Viét c6 - dan dan bi chinh
sach dong hoa cua Trung Hoa huy diét (2). Chtr Han dugc nang 18n dia vi chinh thire. Tuy vay, nguoi
Nam muén hoc cao va thi cAp trén van phai sang tan Trung quoc. Nam 845, vua nha Puong lai han ché
s si tir ciia ta sang thi khoa Tién si khong dugc qua 8 nguoi, thi khoa Minh kinh (giang giai kinh sach)
khong duoc qua 10 ngudi (3). Nguoi hién dat thoi ay con hiém nhung khong phai 1a khong c6, ching
han :

Doi Han Minh Dé (58-75) ¢6 Truong Trong, ngudi Giao chi, du hoc Luc duong, roi 1am Thai tha
Kim thanh.

Poi Han Linh Dé ¢6 Ly Tién, ngudi Giao Chau, khoang 184-89 duoc 1am Thir stt Giao chau (nhur
Thu hién), Si Nhiép luc 4y 1am Thai thu.

Poi Puong c6 Khuwong Than Duc, ngudi quan Ctru chan, 1am Thir sir chdu Ai (Thanh Ho4). Hai
ngudi chau du hoc kinh d6 Trang An, cling dd Tién si : Khuong Cong Phuc 1am dén Bic bo Thi lang,
anh 1a Khuong Cong Phu lam dén Gian nghi Pai phu duéi Puong Pac Ton va Puong Thuan Ton (4).

Sang thot ty tri, sau khi chinh dbn viéc nude, ndm 1075 vua Ly Nhan Tén mo khoa thi Tam trueong
(thi Dai khoa gom ba ky) ddu tién & nuée ta, md phong theo Khoa cu cua Trung qubc. Dan dan vé sau,
céc triéu Tran, HS, L&, Mac v.v...cai sira thém, dén do1 Le Thanh Ton, thé ky XV, Khoa ctr cuc thinh.

Tu L& trung hung tro di, Khoa cu ngay cang xubng ddc, thién vé hu vin.

Nhitng diém khac biét voi Trung quoc

Tuy rap theo khuon miu ctia Trung Hoa, song Khoa cir ¢ Viét nam ciing c6 nhitng diém di biét :

1) Trudc hét, ngoai Bac sir, ta phai hoc thém Nam sir dé biét rd thém nhing gi di xay ra ¢ nudc
minh.

2) Tuy chitr Han gitr dia vi chinh thirc ngay ca thoi tu tri, nhung ta da dua vao chir Han dat ra mot
thr chit riéng dé viét thém nhirng 4m khong c6 trong chit Han, goi 13 chit Nom (c6 1& do chir " Nam "
doc chéch di). Chit Nom dugc HO Quy Ly 1a nguoi dau tién dem ra dich Kinh sach tir thé ky thir XTIV,



mai dén 1565, doi Mac Mau Hop, méi dung chit Nom 1an dau trong mot khoa thi Tién si (dé muc ky
deé tr la mot bai phu Nom), va phai doi dén Quang Trung méi dung chir NOm trong khoa thi Huong
dau tién & Nghé An, Nguyén Thlep, tirc La Son Phu Ttr, 1am Dé Piéu (thoi 4y Chanh khao 13 quan vin,
goi la Pé Piéu, sau nay chirc Pé Piéu trd vao mot quan vO trong coi trat tur trong truong thi).

Nho biét st dung ca chit Han 1an chit Nom, ta dit ra loai choi chir rat doc ddo, nguoi Tau khong
thé c¢6 duoc, chang han trong ciu :

Da triang v0 bi bach

"bi"=da, " bach" = tréng, la chir Han, nhung " bi bach " lai la chtt Nom khi mo ta tiéng vO trén
da thit. Cau nay rat kho ddi, mai gan ddy moi thay 6ng Phan Ngoc dua mot vé dbi chinh ctia mot ngudi
ban :

Rurng sdu mua 1am tham (5)

3) Trung quéc cho thi Tt tai riéng goi 1a Phu thi, nam sau thi Cir nhan goi la Huong thi, nhung ¢
Viét Nam, it nhat ciing duoi triéu Nguyen Cir nhan va Tu tai thi chung, nguoi do goi la Cur nhén,
nguo1 hong nhung dugc xép cao cho dd T tai, trung binh ctr 14y 6 mot Cir nhan thi 1ay d6 ba T tai.
T4 tai duge mién dich vy cling suu thué, nhung khong dugce phép thi Hoi (6).

o) Trung quéc danh tr " Sinh dd " chi nhirng nguo1 tr nha hoc, nha hi¢u tai cac chau, huyén cu ra,
Cong ctr hay Huong cdng khong do nha hoc, nha hiéu ra, ma do tring tuyén, trong khi & Viét Nam, thi
Huong tring ba trudng thi goi 1 Sinh d6 (ong Do), sau goi 1a Ta tai, 45 ca bdn trudong thi goi 1a
Huong cong (6ng Cong), sau goi 1a Ctr nhén.

4) Chu Xan, Thi lang b L& nha Thanh, sang st Viét Nam nim 1688, vé ghi trong Str giao ky sy : "
Truong thi nude ay khong co nha 1am sén, si tir phai ngdi trong 1éu phuc xudng dat ma viét " (7). Mai
to1 1843, vua Thiéu Tri mdi cho xay trudong thi bang gach dau tién ¢ Thira Thién. Trude do, mdi khoa
thi ngudi ta xay treong so sai nha tranh vach nira dé sau khi thi pha bo 14y dat trong trot, nhung bai 1a
dat cong, khong ai chim bon, nén cay can cbi, ding xa thdy ca khu trueong thi ndi bat 1én mot mau vang
Gia gitta dam cay cbi xanh troi xung quanh.

5) Theo Lé Quy Pon, triéu dinh ta " ddi voi nhitng ngudi thi d6 ddi ngd rat hau, bo dung rat
cao...50 voi viée dat Khoa myc ¢ Trung qubc tir xua dén nay chua tirng c6 .

Cong hay t1 ?

Trong non mdt ngan nam ty tri, Nho hoc va Khoa cu da dao tao dugc nhiéu bac khoa bang ngoai
su nghiép vin chuong déu co cong gitup nude, triéu nao ciing cé, xin tam néu ra

Poi Tran c6 Chu Vin An ( ?-1370) dd Tién si, gitr chire tu nghiép (day o Qubc Tir Giam, tic
truong Pai hoc cua ta), day Thai tir va con cac Dai than, dang s¢ " that tram " doi chém 7 ké glan than,
vua khong nghe, 6ng treo mii tir quan. Sau dugc thd trong Van Miéu, tirc 13 noi tho phung Khong Tir,
ong to dao Nho.

Poi Ho c6 Nguyén Trai (1380-1442) ¢ Thai Hoc Sinh (nhu Tién si). Sau khi giup Lé Loi danh
dudi quan Minh, 6ng viét bai " Binh Ngo Pai Cao " duoc coi 1a ban tuyén ngon doc 1ap thir hai cta
nude ta (8) va 1a tic gia nhiéu tho van Han Ném con luu truyén.

DPoi Nguyén c6 Nguyen Cong Tru (1778-1859) dd Giai nguyén, thi Huong (1819), 1ap nhiéu cong
16n va dac biét khai khan dat hoang mién duyén hai Nam Dinh va Ninh Binh, 1ap ra hai huyén Tién
Hai, Kim Son, va hai tong Hoanh Thu, Minh Nhit.

Nho ¢6 mét td chirc giao duc va Khoa ctr sém hoan bi, nudc Viét Nam xua duoc coi 1a mot nudc
van hién. Thé ma chi méi bi bai bé c6 hon 70 nim, ngiy nay phin déng chiing ta khong may ai biét
dén Khoa cir nita. Hodc ching ta mim cuoi ché giéu, hodc chung ta 1én an nghiém khac. Trong Viét
Nam qudc sir khiao Phan Boi Chau viét : " Trung quc bé Khoa cir tir ndm Canh Ty (1900)(9), Triéu
Tién bo tr nam Gidp Ngo (1894), d6 1a mdt viéc nho nhép duy chi nude ta con c6 ma thér " va "



ngudi ta mira ra, minh lai nu6t vao ". Vi sao cha ong ta lai qua ning 1&i nhu vay ? Cophai vi cac vi
quéa phan vt trude tham bai cia nudc nha trong tay quan vién chinh Phép, ma gidi 1anh dao cua ta ltc
ay do Khoa muc xuat than, cho nén cha ong ta quy hét moi tdi cho Khoa cir da dao tao ra mot 1il h
Nho, m¢é miéng chi biét " chi, ho, da, gia ", va mot ddm tham quan 6 lai, chuyén bét nat dan den, nhung
trudc hong stng ctia TAy phuong thi lai bé gbi, cti dau, khién cho longngudi chan nan, hét tin tudng o
giai cAp 1anh dao ma ho van phuc ting xua nay, do d6 ching ta pht nhan ludn cé nhitng khia canh tich
cuc cua Khoa ctr ?

Panh rang Khoa cir ngdy mot hii bai, khong thiét thue, chuéng hu vin, nhung co that 16i ¢ Khoa cu
hay ¢ nguoi ap dung né ? Con dao nao dung méi cling cun, ta khong biét mai lai cho n6 sac lai do 16i
cho dao xau, di mua dao khac thay thi subt doi con phai thay.

Phan Huy Chu, trong Lich Triéu Hién Chuong, viét : " Xem viéc thi cir hay hay do thi biét nude
thinh hay suy ". Thoi thinh cua Khoa ctr la thoi ke si coi no chi la phuong tién, tao diéu kién cho minh
thi thd tai ning giup doi, dao durc van 13 chinh, vin hoc chi la thtr yeu (" van " phai dugc hiéu theo
nghia rong, bao gdm ca chinh trj, muu luge quan sy, kinh té, triét hoc v.v...chtr khong phai chi hoc 1am
tho xudng). Muc dich day " van " 1a dé dao tao ra hang ngudi c6 kién thire, ¢6 muru tri, c6 tai tng doi
man tiép, biét cach cu xir khon khéo trén chinh trudng ngoai giao. ba danh ngay nay tin tuong van tho
co thé dudi duoc gidc 1a chuyén budn cudi, song ta khong nén quén rang chinh tri, ngoai giao thoi xua
rat khac, van hoc khong phai 13 chuyén phi phiém. Ngay nay ching ta thuong ban khoan tu hoi sao to
tién ta lai ho do kén chon ngudi ra ganh vac viéc nude bang vin tho ? Doc lai nhitng sy kién lich su
con duoc luu truyen thi thay du trong thoity tri, ta van bi Trung quoc dan &p, nay danh, mai doa, tuy ta
yéu hay manh. Ho lai thudng do xét xem ta c6 nhan tai hay khong bang cach dua ra nhitng cau d6 hiém
hoc, nhitng bai tho 0ai odm bat giang va hoa lai, néu ta hiéu va d6i dap troi chay, co khi phach, ho két
luin nén lui binh, cho hoa. Thi du tho1 nha Mac, quan Minh kéo sang dinh thon tinh nude ta. Tudng
Mao B4 On déng quan ¢ cira nam Quan, 1am bai tho " Cai béo " dua sang, ngu ¥ khinh ngudi Nam nhu
cai beo, phai mot tran gio la tan. Su Giap Hai, dd Trang nguyén, dugc cu ra lam tho hoa lai, ham y ta
khong s¢ vi khong thiéu nhan tai (dudi 16p beo) " nao ca, nao rong trong 4y 4n ", ta san sang (g
chién. Ba On doc xong, rat quan vé (10).

Thu sinh khong thé 1am tudng thi lam st Trang Bung Phing Khac Hoan (1528-1613) di st ciing
nhd vin tai 1dm vua quan Tau kinh phuc, khéng nhitng khién ho lui binh, ma nuéc ta tir d6 thoat khoi
phéi cong hién nuée giéng Trong Thuy dé rira ngoc trai, va ngudi bang vang dac (11).

Gan ta hon, nim 1789, vua Quang Trung (1752-92), trudc khi dai thing quin Thanh di tuyén b6 : "
Chi trong vong mudi ngiy nira thé nao ta ciing quét sach quan Thanh, nhung nuéc Thanh 16n hon ta
gép mudi 14n, bi thua tat léy lam then, chic phai tim cach rira hon. Néu clr binh lra lién mién that
khong phai hanh phuc cho dén, long ta sao nd ? Vi vay, sau khi thang tran phai kheo " dung ngon but
thay giap binh " (lay 1oi 18 kheéo 1eo dé giang hoa, day lui quan dich). Viéc ay phi Ng6 Thoi Nham
(1746-1803) khong ai 1am ndi. Poi muoi nim sau, ta di thi gio gy nuoi, nudc giau, dan manh thi ta
c6 s gi n6 2 " (12). Quang Trung thanh cong mdt phan nho tai biét ding ngudi.Qua nhién sau nay khi
cam dau phai bo ta sang Trung quéc, Ngd Thoi Nhdm ching t6 Quang Trung khong 1am ngudi. Lic
tién vao cira St quan, thiy hang chit d& " An Nam di st cong quan " (Cong quén cta St bd x& man di
An Nam) Ngb Thoi Nham khong chiu vao, noi : " Ta khong phai dai dién cho mdt xr man di, nén
khong vao Sir quan ay ". Quan nha Thanh chira rang dbi voi Trung qubc thi tat ca déu 1a man di, moi
ro hét, Ngé Thoi Nham cuoi rang " Nguu tam nguu, md tim ma (trdu tim trau nhap bon, ngua tim
ngura nhap bon). Phai chiang Pai qubc 1a moi ro khac ? ". Nha Thanh danh phai sira lai cai bién thanh "
Nam quoc St quan Cong quan ", lic d6 Ngd Thoi Nham méi chiu dan doan ngoai giao cta ta budc
vao (13).



Nhitng 16i 1am

Bat cr mot ché d6 nao du hay dén dau ciing phai c6 ngiy suy. Mot trong nhitng 16i 1am 16n ctia
Khoa cir 1a qua trong dai nhitng ngudi thi @b, vo hinh trung tao ra hang nguoi hoc chi vu lay dd, con
dao nghia trong kinh sach thi khéng miy quan tim dén. Lé Quy Pon da tém thau cai hoc cua ho trong
cau " thi thi€n, phil bach, van sach, nam muoi " nghia 1a chi can hoc thudc long 1000 bai tho, 100 bai
pht va 50 bai van sach 1a du von dé dua theo do lam van bai va thi dd !

Vi qua phyc van hoa Trung Hoa, vi khiém ton tin rang chi bac thanh mdi xtng dang Vlet sach day
hoc va nhirng gi dang viét déu da co trong kinh sach, cho nén ngoai trir Nam sir va vai cudn sach v
1ong nhu "Nhat Thién Ty " (sach 1000 chit), " Tam Thién Tu " (sach 3000 chit) v.v...0ng cha ta it dam
viét sach day hoc. Phan d6ng khi hoc lai chi van dung tri nhé dé hoc thudce long, thiéu oc suy luan,
khong tim hiéu nghia tham thuy bén trong ma chi ap dung cai vo bén ngoai. Chang han cho rang da lam
con thi phai thyc hién tit c4 moi ¥ mudn cua cha me moi 1a co hiéu. Su thuc , " Dirc Thanh Khong " ¢o
day nhu thé khong ? C6 Hoc Tinh Hoa chép rang Tang Sam, mot trong nhu:ng hoc tro gioi cua Khong
Tu, mot hom bura co 16 tay lam dut mat mot it r& dua, cha gian cam gay danh. Tang Sam dau qua guc
xudng mot lac méi hoi lai. V& nha thua véi cha rang : " Lic ndy con ¢o t01 dé dén ndi cha phai danh,
lam dau tay cha, thuc 1a con 15i dao ". Néi xong lui xubng, vira gy dan vira hat, c6 y dé cha biét rang
minh khéng con dau. Khong Tir biét chuyén cam ctra khong cho Tang Sam vao. Sam ty nghi minh vo
t61, nhd ban dén hoi vi ¢é gi mathdy gidn. Khong T ndi : " Ngdy trude, ong Thuan phung su cha 1a Co
Tau, lac cha sai khién gi thi & ludn bén canh, Iac cha gian gitr thi lanh xa, ltc cha danh béng roi vot thi
cam chiu, danh bang gy goc thi chay tron. Thé cho nén ong C6 Tau khong mang tiéng bat tir. Nay Sam
liéu minh chiu don dén ndi ngat di dé chiéu con gian ctia cha, néu 15 cha danh chét thi c¢6 phai khién
cho cha mic i khong ? Tc}i bat hiéu con gi to hon nita ? "

Ban dén chit " trung " nhiéu nguoi tin rang dao 1am t6i phai hét strc phuc ting vua, vua trai thi can
hogc treo mu tir quan, vua glet thi cam chiu chir khong duoc chong 601 Cao Bé Quat chdng lai triéu
dinh 14p tirc mang tiéng " gidc " (gidc chau chau). Khong T tuy ndi rang vua thay troi tri vi dan, dan
phai phyc ting, nhung ciing ni vua c6 boén phan ctia vua, tirc 1a phai cham lo hanh phuc cho dan. Mdi
khi vua ¢ trai dao thi Troi ra tai (lut 161, doi kem) hodc sinh ra nhitng chuyén bat thuong (nhét thyuc,
nguyét thyc v.v...) dé thie tinh. Lic iy vua phai an chay, sam hoi, sira doi duong 161 chinh tri, phong
thich ti nhan, phat chan cho ngudi nghéo dé chudc 16i. Thuyét nay tuy hoang dudng nhung co cong
dung 1a kiém ché duoc phan nao cic " ding quan vuong " con chat it luong tim. (Gid st ra, ta thiy
nhan nhan nhirng vy nhu sau : " Nam 1345, thang tu, thang ndm dai han. Ra 1é€nh an xa cho tu nhan ").
Manh T con di xa hon Khong Tt v&i cau : " Dan vi quy, xa tic tht chi, quan vi khinh "

Nho hoc chu truong 1ap dire la chinh, hoc dao dé thanh nguo1 quan tu. Lic dau chir " quan tir " tro
vao dam quy toc cam quyén chinh, sau Khong Tt cho rang chi nhitng ngudi c6 dirc hanh méi xtmg
dang cam quyén, nén nguol quan tur cling tro vao nhirng ngudi ¢6 duc hanh. Nha Nho s¢ di trong su
thanh bach ciing vi tin rang cai nghéo luyén cho ta bét kiéu cing, bot xa xi, bot ludi biéng, tom lai 1a
gdy nhan cach cho con ngudi. Mot dng quan nghéo chic chan 1a mot dng quan thanh 1iém, khong tham
nhiing cho nén mdinghéo.(Paul Doumer chép trong Hoi Ky rang Phan Thanh Gian Lam quan to ma ltc
chét van chi c6 mot tip nha tranh don so). Tuy nhién, trong thuc té, hang nay cang ngay cang hiém, ma
hang vo vet cua dan lam gidu thi cang ngay cang nhiéu, boi dao hanh dé kém ma tyc 1¢ khao vong cua
ta lai ndng né, khién nguoi thi 6 mang cong mac no, di thé nép song nha quan thudng xa hoa trong khi
luong bong it (14) cho nén " tang thi phai tinh ". Ca dao ta c6 nhirng cAu chua chat :

B¢ Binh, Bo HY, B6 Hinh

Ba B¢ dong tinh cudp gao con tdi !

hay :



Con 01, nhé 14y cau nay :

Cudp dém la giac, cudp ngay la quan !

du néi 1€n tinh trang ddm quan lai khi dao suy.

Nho gido coi viéc tu than 1a can, gilr sao cho tinh tinh ltc nao cling diém dam, 6n hoa, cho nén nha
Nho khinh nhitng nguoi cdy strc khoe 1an at ké khac. Nha Nho chi " dau khau " chir khong thém " dau
chan tay ", ché cac v0 quan la hang " vai u, bap thit, mo hoi dau ", " c¢6 khoe ma chiang c6 khon ", hodc
" van thoi tir phAm d3 sang, v thoi nhit pham con mang gwom hau "...Lau dan thanh thoi quen " trong
van, khinh v ". Viéc dung binh trong nudc coi 1a bat thudng, thoi binh cho quan linh & nha cdy rudng,
hiru sy mai triéu ra, cho nén quan si thiéu luyén tap.

Vi tin rang con ngudi quy ¢ chd tinh than thanh thoi, khong bi cai " hinh dich " (deo dudi cong
danh, pht quy dé phuc vu cho hinh xac) n6 lam cho quay cudng, nén ta coi ré€ phii cuong ma cau an
lac, khong chu trong dén khoa hoc thuc tién, khéng lo mo mang kinh té cho nudc giau manh ma chi lo
nhe thué cho dan an vui 13 du. Tu: ua hoa binh thanh nhan, ta blen dan thanh tinh cau an, ri nhan nhuc,
va sau cung di dén chd hén yéu. Khi va cham vo1 sung ong tdi tAn ctia TAy, tham bai 1a cai chic. Tuy
cac quan ta khong thiéu ngudi co khi tiét, nhung vi qua khinh nganh vo, lai thiéu vii khi, thiéu kinh
nghiém chién dau nén t6 rahoan toan bat luc trude sirc manh cua quan Phap. Cai m¢ kinh nghiém tri
nude bang dirc, ddi ngoai bang vin tai cua tién nhan dé lai khong con thich hop nita nén Hoang Diéu
(1828-82), Nguyén Tri Phuong (1796- 1867) v.v...chi danh dem cai chét dé t6 1ong minh.

Chinh sanh " bé quan toa cang " cang khién ta thu hep tim mat, chi biét c6 van minh Trung Hoa,
ngoai ra khong coi ai ra gi, tw kiu, tw man cho minh la van minh, khong them hoc hoi thém. Nguyén
Tuong TO viét : " mdi khi ché TAy nho yéu, thi moi nguot han hoan, vui vé, con noi sy that thi 1ap tire
bi thoa ma, nghi 13 an héi 16 cua Tay, vi thé al cling can rang ngadm miéng, khong dam noi sy that "
(15). Phai doan Phan Thanh Gian di sit Phap vé ké lai nhitng chuyén mat thy tai nghe xtr ngudi thi bi
coi la né1 chuyén hoang duong : " lam gi co thir nudce chay tir dudi 1én trén (nudc phun trong cong
vién), va dén gi lai chuc dau xudéng ma van chdy duogc) 2 "

Chir Qudc ngir do cac giao si Tay phuong dat ra, lai do mot 16p thong phan thiéu dire d6 str dung
lac dau, cho nén mdt sé nguodi cho hoc chit Qudc ngir 12 " vong ban ", tha bo thi cir khi Qudc ngir trd
nén bit budc, chir khong thém hoc loai chit " con nong noc ". Hanh dQng nay tuy do 1ong nhiét thanh ai
qudc ma ra song 1a mot hanh dong qué khich boi chit Han cling dau phai chir cua ta ?

Cai cach

Ngay nay ta ché Khoa ctr " dung tho phti dé kén nhan tai " ¢6 hoi oan cho Khoa cur . Thyc ra thi
Huong cting nhu thi Ho1 bao gid cling c6 mot ky thi van sach (co chd chép 13 van sach) gdm hai phan :

C6 van hoi vé chinh su va su Trung quc.

Kim vin hoi vé chinh sy hién tai ctia nude nha.

Thi dy : Nam 1868, dau bai Kim vin thi Hoi 13 : " Quan xdm lang (Phap) hién nay cang ngay cang
gay han, don luy dung 1én khip noi, viy nén danh hay nén hoa (16).

Ng6 Thi Si trong bai ty truéng ming L& Quy Don d6 Bang nhén ciing viét : " Thi van sach, chuyén
duoc mat xura nay, diéu hay diéu d cua chinh sy, chd cao thip ciia nhin tai, sy khoan nghiém cua
phap 1énh, diéu ndo Ong ciing 1an luot trinh bay rd raeng, ranh mach, tuyét voi, to ra hiéu sau kinh,
rong str, bac c¢o thong kim "(17).

Co6 nguoi trach Phan Thanh Gian nhudng ba tinh An Giang, Ha Tién, Vinh Long cho Phap nam
1867, du chét ciing khong du chudc t6i. Nhung dig trude hoa luc tdi tin cua Phap, muu lugc hay dén
dau ma khong co vii khi tot di kém ciing kho ma thing hudng chi lai 1a muru luge chi thich hop cho mot
duong 161 hanh quan c6 xwa va mot nén tdm 1y khac han. Thir dem nhirng ngudi tét nghiép trudng
Khoa hoc Chinh tri ctia Phap chang han, bao ho caAm quan xuit trin xem ho c6 ling ting hay khong ?



Néu ho ciing giéi nhu nhitng ngudi tot nghiép truong vo bi Saint Cyr thi ching ho4 ra hoc Saint Cyr 1a
thira u ? Phan Thanh Gian tudn tiét to ra khong tham sinh, uy tir, nhudng ba tinh cho Phéap tat nhién
khong phai vi tu lg1 ma mudn tranh cho dan khéi chét thém trong mot cudc chién tuy€t vong.

Gido duc cua ta khong phai chi day toan ngam tho, vinh nguyét, nhung d6i v6i thoi nay qua co
thiéu phan thuc dung, can phai canh cai. Song khong phai mai sau khi dung cham vo1 Tay phuong ong
cha ta mo1 tinh ng. Ngay tur cudi thé ky XIV, H6 Quy Ly d3 sang suét mudn ly khai anh huong Trung
quic bang cach nang cao dia vi chitr Nom 1én. Nam 1393, Quy Ly soan sach Minh Dao bang chir Nom
ban vé cac nhan vat va kinh dlen dao Nho, ché cac danh Nho doi Puong, doi Tong chi biét chap nhit
vin chuong, hoc rong ma vién vong. Sach dang 1én Thuong Hoang Nghé Tong khen, nhung bi phe bao
thu chi trich trong d6 c6 vai hoc quan & Qudc Tt Giam. Nam 1395, Quy Ly dich thién " V6 Dat "
trong Kinh Thu ra day vua ; 1396 lam sach Thi Nghia bang Nom (giang nghia Kinh Thi) cho nit ‘quan
day cac hau phi va cung nhan (18). Nhing cd ging cai cach cua Quy Ly khong thu lvom dugc miy két
qua vi nha HO6 mat sém, sach vo viét ra lai bi quan Minh dbt sach.

Gan ta hon ¢6 L& Quy Don ciing mubn cai t6 Khoa cir va vin hoc. Song ngay 16p si phu thoi do
cling chua miy ai thy rd tim quan trong cua cac dé nghi cai cach. Ngugc lai, 191 dung danh nghia cai
cach, tr do, mot Thi sinh dua bdn viét ngay vao quyén thi :

May sinh gap thoi binh,

Than xin ldy ba vo(19).

Pau thé ky XIX, Cao Ba Quat (1808-54/55) khi di st Tan Gia Ba c6 dip mo rong tAm mat, da
choang nguoi trude " Tau thuy Hong mao ", 1am ngay mdt bai thi ca tung, réi tw phé phan : " Pang
phan nan cho ta bay l4u chi lo dong ctra got rila cau vin, 1ai nhai timg cau ting chir c6 khac ndo con
sau do mudn mudn do ca Troi Dat 2 " (20).

Phan Thanh Gian (1796-1867), Chanh St

1863, sang Phap dé xin chudc ba tinh Bién Hoa, Gia Dinh va Dinh Tuong.

Ong sinh & Vinh Long, ndm 1825 dd Ctr-nhdn, 1826 dd Tién-si. Pugc cir 1am Pho-sir sang Tau
nam 1832, 1am quan dén chirc Hi¢p-bién Dai hoc si, sung Vinh long Kinh lugce sur ( 1866), tung nht
pham. Nam 1867, sau khi mat ndt ba tinh Vinh-Long, An-Giang va Ha-Tién, Ong dé lai mot birc thu
tran tinh 161 xép do triéu phuc, cac dao sic gii tra vé Kinh, tuyét thuc 17 ngay khong chét, sau phai
udng thude doc. Triéu dinh luan 61, cach chirc duc tén 6ng trén bia Tién-si, mii nim 1886, vua Pong
Khanh mé1 cho 6ng phuc chire.

Ong dé lai chirng 10 bo sach Han vian va mot it van qudc am.

Trich trong Khoa-ctr & Viét-Nam (chua in)

Pham Pha Thu (1820-1881), Pho St (44 tudi)

Ong ngudi Quang-Nam, dd Tién-si nim 1843, nim 1863 gitr chitc Tham tri b Lai, ting nhi pham.
Nam 1866 1am Ho bd Thuong-thw, ndm 1876 Tong déc Hai Duong. Ong ndi tiéng vi c6 dc duy tan.

Trich trong Khoa-ctr & Vi¢t-Nam (chua in)

Nguy Khic Pan (1815-?, Boi str (48 tudi)

Ong sinh & Nghé-An d6 Cir-nhan nim 1841, Tham-hoa nim 1856. 1863 giit chirc Thi lang b
Hinh, ting tam pham.

Trich trong Khoa-ctr & Viét-Nam (chua in)

Chinh vua Minh Ménh ciing nhan xét : " Van cir nghiép chi cdu né nhitng cai hi sdo...hoc nhu thé
trach ndo ma nhan tai chang mdi ngdy mot kémdi 2 "

Mot s6 ngudi cho rang Khoa cir bi bai bo 1a do nguoi Phap cudng ép, thuc ra gidi tri thire cia ta
lac ay nhao nhao doi cai to gido duc va Khoa cir : Nguyén Tuong To (1830-71), Pham Pha Tha
(1820-81), Phan Boi Chau (1867-1940), Tran Quy Cap (1870-1908) vv déu xin cai stra, dic biét co



Tran Bich San (1840-78) d6 t&i Tam Nguyén ciing xin bai Khoa cir. Phan Chu Trinh xuat thin Nho
hoc, dd Tién si, ma 1én an Han hoc rat ning 1oi : " Bat phé Han ty, bat tac di ctru Nam quoc ! " (khong
bo chit Han thi khéng ctru duge nude Nam). Phuong Son stra lai : " Bat chin Han hoc, bét tac di ctru
Nam quoc " (khong chan hung Han hoc thi khong ctru duge nudc Nam). Khoa ctr hu bai, chung toi
dong y vé diéu 4y, con Han hoc di dao tao ra biét bao anh hung, liét si thi sao ta lai phé bo di ? "
(21).

Huynh Thuc Khang (1876-1948) tuy két t6i Khoa cir, nhung cong nhain phan 16n 15i & ngudi hoc
dao khong dén noi : " Minh nhén 16i hoc Khoa ctr cung 16i hoc Téng Nho 1am 18i hoc Khéng, Manh,
chinh 1 chd hu, chd hé ciia ngudi Tau ma minh bat chude ". RS rang Huynh Thuc Khang chi phé binh
16i hoc " tAm chuong, trich ¢t " chir khong noi trim 1ap ca 16i kén ngudi bang thi cir, va chinh ong da
ca tung cai hoc cung Khoa cur doi Tran, nhin nhan né gan chanh dao. Lai cling chinh 6ng nghiém khic
1én an thai do ctia mot s6 ngudi theo Tan hoc : " Chang qua ngdy trudce ndéi Khong, Manh thi ngay nay
thay vao Hi lap, La md, Manh dirc thu cuu (Montesquieu), Lur thoa (Rousseau), d6i cai " chi, hd, da,
gia " buoc sang " a, b, ¢, d ". Phan Chu Trinh con gay git hon : " Ngay trudc hoc chit Han thi 1am hu
Nho, ngay nay hoc Tay thi 1am hit Au " (22).Théla thé nao ? Khoa cir di bi bii bo, chuwong trinh cai
cach da dugc ap dung, tai sao hai vi con chua vira long ? - Ay la Vl c4 hai déu nhdn ra cai cai 6c hoc
dé 1am quan cua ta van con, va cai 6c Ay khong han 1a " doc quyén " cua Han hoc va Khoa cir.. Ngudi
ta thich 1am quan dé duoc giau sang, trong vong. Xua kia cac ba, cac cd co phai chi tham " cai but,
cai nghién " xudéng dau ? Tham la tham mot budc 18n quan khi " anh D6 " thi dd dy chir. Boi thé khi
Khoa ctr tan, cac ¢6 bén " xép but nghién " lai, khong phai dé " 1én dudng tranh dau " ma 13 dé tuyén
bd " Phi Cao dang bét thanh phu phy ! "

Ta ché Khoa ctr, thuc ra 1a ché cai hoc thiéu thuc dung, chir con cach dung thi cur dé kén nhan tai
thi ngay nay trén khap thé gidi van phai dﬁng dén. Khoa cir twong d6i cong bang va binh dang, it ra
cling hon ché @6 " con vua thi lai 1am vua ". Trong Hoi ky, Paul Doumer nhic dén truong hop mot
nguo1 con nong dan duogc lay dd trong khi mot nguoi khac con quan lai bi danh truot mic dau van tai
hai ngudi suyt soat nhau, dé ching to cic quan truong khong tur vi. Song Khoa cir chi twong d6i cong
bang, connha " xudng ca vo loai " chang han, khong dugc di thi. Pao Duy Tu thi Hoi do, chi vi cha 1a
ngudi cam dau doi nit nhac trong cung vua Lé ma bi danh hong, ai ddm bao 1a cong bang ? Phu nit
cling khong duoc phép bén mang dén trudng thi, thim chi dy mdt budi binh vin ¢ nha Giam (Qubc Tir
Giam) ciing bi dudi ra (23) thi binh dang ¢ chd nao ?

Phong trdo duy tin ngdy mdt lan rong, nhat 12 tir khi ta thdy Nhat trd nén hing cudng nhd' Au ho,
thang duoc quan doi Nga va Trung Hoa vao cudi thé ky XIX va dau thé ky XX.

*

* %k

Ngay nay chung ta bo han Han hoc, theo Tay hoc, song mot s6 khong it da nhan thiy doi song Au,
My tuy day du tién nghi, nhung con ngudi quay cudng, pho phac vi cong an viéc lam, ltic nao cling voi
va, sap dat thi gio ting gidy, ting phut, dén ndi khong biét gi dén sinh thu nita. Poi séng voi va, cing
thang dy chua han da thich hop voi tam hon ciia ta. Mit khac, cai hoc Dong phurong qua chudng thanh
nhan, coi ré doi séng vt chat nén nguo1 dan phai vat va, 1am than, thiéu du tht ciing khong tao dugc
su an lac cho ho. Cho nén cubi cung tat phai di dén mot giail phap dung hoa.

Song du gidu hay nghéo, du sang hay hén, phan dong dan ta déu trong tinh cam va dao dire, khién
nguoi ngoai qubc phai kinh trong. Pay 1a do anh hudng mot phan khong nho ciia Nho gido da thim dén
cOt tiy cua ta, ké ca nhitng ngudi khong truc tiép hoc dao. Nho hoc di tao ra mot tirng 16p si phu co
khi tiét, dirc do, rat cd uy tin trong din gian. Ngay nay phai Tan hoc tuy khong biét dao Nho nhung van
duoc thira huong cai uy tin cua timg 16p tri thire trude dé lai. Ma Nho hoc banh trudng duoc mot phan



1a nho Khoa cir (Khoa ctr kén nguoi hdi vé dao Nho vi dao Nho day cach tri quoc, an dan, lai ton
quin quyén nén duoc vua chia dung lam qubc gido) cho nén Khoa ctr khong han chi c6 t6i d6i vai
qubc dan ta.

Chatenay-Malabry, thang 8, 1989.

Tai li¢u rat trong Khoa ctr & Viét Nam (Chua in).

(Lang Vin, s 70, than&g 6, 1990).

Chu thich

(1) - Connaissance du Viét-Nam, tr. 84

(2) - Van hoa Bong son dugc coi 1a van hoa co cua ta, cuc thinh vao cudi thoi cac vua Hung.

Chit Viét co néu c6 ciing khong con ching tich.

(3) - An-nam chi lugec, tr. 251

(4) - An-nam chi lugc, tr. 232-4

Theo Pao Duy Anh (Pat nuéc Viét-Nam qua cac doi, tr. 69) hién con dén tho Khuwong Cong Phu
tai qué huong 1a lang Cam Chudng, huyén Yén Dinh (Thanh Ho).

(5) - Poan Két sb 411

(6) - Ta thuong dich Tu tai thoi xua cling 1a " bachelier ", ¢6 1€ chir " sous-admissible " thich hgp
hon vi TG tai xua 13 nhitng ngudi thi Huong khong d6, nhung c6 chan trén bang du khuyét.

(7) - Kién van tiéu lyc, tr. 113

(8) - Bai tho " Nam qudc son ha, Nam dé cu " cia Ly Thuong Kiét duoc coi 12 ban thir nhat.

(9) - Trung qudc bo Khoa cir naim 1905 chtr khong phai nim 1900.

(10) & (11) - " N6i vé truyén céc cu ta di st Tau ", Nam Phong s6 92

C6 1& Nguyén Hiru Tién da 1am Trang nguyén Giap Hai doi Mac véi su Giac Hai doi Ly Nhan
Tong (Thién Uyén Tap Anh ) ?

Bai tho " Céi béo " ¢o thé cling chi la mot giai thoai bia dat.

Cuong Muc XIV, 28-32 lai chép Mac Ping Dung, khong day lui dugc Mao Ba On, xin hang.

Lich triéu hién chuong chép Giap Hai dd Dinh nguyén khoa 1538.

Cong du tiép ky -tap I, tr. 100 ndi Giap Hai dd Trang nguyén khoa 1553, nhung c6 con, khong phai
su ; ciing khong noi dén bai tho " Cai béo "

- tap II, tr. 118, cho biét Mao B4 On rat quan sau khi xem bai biéu xin hang cia Mic Piang Dung
do Trang nguyén Ngo Mién Thiéu hay Trang nguyén Tran Tat Van viét.

(12) - Ngb gia van phai, tr. 29

Hoang Lé nhat thong chi, tr. 306

(13) - Nghin xwa van hién, tr. 306

Phu bién tap luc, tr. 19-20, lai chép 1a Lé Quy Don chir khong phai Ng6é Thi Nham.

(14) - Nguyén Truong To, tr. 74

(15) - Nguyén Truong To, tr. 304

(16) - Giai thoai lang Nho toan tap, tr. 534

(17) - Ngb Thi Si, tr. 212

(18) - Bién nién lich sir C6 Trung dai, tr. 230-3

(19) - L€ Quy Pon, tr. 221 va 185

Cau nay con dugc chép trong Cong du tap ky tap

111, tr. 86, viét khoang 1755 tirc 1a tir trude khi Lé Quy Pon 1am chu khao (1772).

Vil trung tuy bat thi ndi Tran Tién chép cau ndy trong bai thi (mg ché (tr. 166).

(20) - Tho Cao Ba Quat, tr. 22

(21) - bong kinh nghia thyc, tr. 81



(22) - Khong hoc ding, tr. 774-86

(23) - Vi trung tuy but, tr. 96-8
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Chuong II:PHEP THI NGHIEM MAT

Xac nhan rang phép thi doi xua nghiém mat khong khoi khién cho mot s6 ngudi hoai nghi. Néu da
" nghiém " sao lai c6 nhirng vu ban vin trong trudng thi nhu kiéu Van Hac, Pdc Cung trong Léu Chdng
ctia Ngd Tat T6 ? Quan truong ma nghiém minh sao con xay ra nhitng vu an chin dong gidi si phu nhu
vu L& Quy Kiét d6i quyén thi v6i Pinh Thi Trung ?

Su that, gian 1an thoi nao cling co, song Khoa cir ba nam mai t6 chirc mot 1an, ti 16 sb ngudi do
mdi khoa lai rét it, nguoi dd danh vong cao, quyén uy nhiéu cho nén nguoi hoc tro di thi rat dé bi cam
dd, mién sao chong duoc thi d6 dé ra 1am quan. Song vi mot sb nguot gian 1an ma ché Khoa cu to
chire thiéu nghiém mat e khong dung. Qua that cha 6ng ta da nghi hét cach dé phong ngura, thiét trdng
doi nay chua chic da bang khong nhirng Thi sinh bi kham xét, canh phong can mat, ma ca dén quan
truong ciing bi giam thi gat gao. Luatl¢ ctida 4 an dinh ting chi tiét mot.

I - Thi sinh va nhitng diéu kién dy thi Huong thoi nha Nguyén

a ) Thi Hach

Khong phai ngudi hoc trd ndo ciing co quyén thi Hwong. Mudn thi Huong phai qua mot ky thi
Hach, c¢6 dd méi duoge du thi. Thi Hach dugc tO chirc mdi nim mét 1an, nhitng nguoi d6 goi 1a Khoa
sinh, nguoi d6 hang nhat goi 1a Pau xu.

Ai d3 @6 Tu tai trong mot khoa thi Huwong trudce thi duge mién Hach.

b ) Nop quyén

May thang truéc ky thi Hwong, Thi sinh phai ndp quyén cho quan Ddc hoc tinh nha, coi nhu thé 1a
ghi tén di thi.

Khoa cir thoi nha Nguyén lac dau to chirc con lao thiao. Mai sau mdi ¢6 dinh 1& ké tir khoa 1829
hoc trd g thi phai khai du tén ho, 1y lich 6ng cha ba doi trén mat quyén. Loi khai phai duoc 1y
trudng chimg nhan. Nhirng ngudi c6 6ng cha ba doi 1am nghé xudng ca, hay can an trom cip, hoic 1am
gidc ( 1am quan voi nha Tay Son hay ca voi nha Le ciing bi coi la lam gidc ) déu khong duoc di thi,
cho nén nhiéu ngudi mudn di thi danh phai khai man. Thoi nha Lé ¢6 khi Iyt truong con phai ra tan
truong thi dé nhan dién Thi sinh, tranh nhitng vu nhd nguoi di thi h. Khoa cudi triéu Nguyén, Thi sinh
phai dan anh (1).

Khoa 1831, tai trudng Thira Thién, Lé Ptrc Quang, Pham Huy 6ng cha 1am quan nha Nguyén ma
bién 1am 1a 1am quan véi nha Lé déu bi xo4 tén trén bang Cu nhan(2).

Nhiéu nguoi 6 xa dén ky thi khong kip vé nguyén quan dé thi cling phai khai gian nén nam 1832 lai
c6 dao du cam khong dugc doi tén ho qué quan dé di thi, ké pham toi ddu dd dén Tién si ciing bi truat
3).

Nam 1841, truong Gia Dinh, Pham Duy Han mao nhan quan & Binh Thudn, bi xo4a tén trong s6 Cur
nhan, dubi vé qué quan & Nam Binh, sudt doi khong dugc di thi nita (4).

L& nam 1831 dinh ring quyén thi khong dugc cé vét tich (e 1am déu hi¢u thong déng vo1 khao
quan). Ho tén, qué quan phai dugc duyét xét cho tudng tan, dich xac roi quan Tran (Tong doc) moi
dong a an trién vao, sau d6 Hoc quan (Pdc hoc) méi chuyén quyén thi vao truong. Ca hai quan Tran va
Péc hoc cung ky tén vao ban danh sach nhitng ngudi tng thi trude khi giri vao kinh. Triéu dinh theo
d6 ma an dinh s6 khao quan nhiéu hay it (5).

c ) Ngay thi : kham xét

Tir nira dém hom trudc cac quan mic 4o dai tridu 18n ghé tréo trude cong cac vi dé ching kién 18
diém danh va coi bon linh Thé sat kham xét khong cho Thi sinh mang sach hodc bai vé 1am sin vao



truong.

Ngay tir khoa thi Hrong dau tién cua nha Nguyén (1807) di c6 1é4nh cAm Thi sinh khong dugc
mang sach vao truong, khong duogc doi khoi 1éu khac héi chit. Muoc ngudi 1am bai, hay ty minh 1am
bai thay déu bi toi d6 (6).

Trude nim 1826 ngudi di thi pham toi nay chi bj dong géng, danh truong roi dudi ra, thi Hoi cling
chi bi duoi ra thoi (7). Tir 1831 mdi dinh 18 ai pham tdi bi gong mot thang, man han danh 100 truong
rdi tha. Nhirng nguoi d6 Cir nhan, Ta tai, Giam sinh déu bi xo0a ten trong s0, tré thanh bach dinh, lai
vinh vién khong duoc 1am & cic nha mén. Néu chi 1§ mang gidy c6 chit vao trudng, khong phai van
bai 1am sin hay kinh sach thi bi danh 40 roi rdi cho vao thi (8).

Khoa 1897, Phan B6i Chau ciing bi can an " Hoai hiép vén tu, chung than bat dic tng thi " (mang
gidy co chit vao truong, subt doi bi cAm khong duoc di thi) sau phai vao Hué xin pha an nén nam
1900 cu Phan méi d6 Thu khoa truong Nghé. Ly do vu nay khoang dugc rd rét vi moi ngudi ndi mot
cach (9) con chinh cu Phan chi nhin nhan c6 bi can &n nhung khong cho biét vi sao.

d ) Truong quy

L& Xudéng-danh khoa Dinh-D4u (1897) truong Ha-Nam

Bién "Phung chi" ¢ bén trai, chit "phung" tr6 vao ong Phé Chu-khao nén duoc viét nhd di mot nira
va léch vé phia hitu, chir "chi" tré vao sdc 1énh cua vua, duge dai 1én cao mot hang, viét to va ngay-
ngan chinh giira.

Truong quy dugc dat ra véi hai muc dich :

- tranh gian lan

- t6 1ong t6n kinh dbi véi vua va quan truong

Pham t41 nhe thi chi bi danh hong, t061 nang tén phai néu ra bang con, tirc la modt cai bang XAu xi
bang phén tre, trét voi trang, dai do 3 thudc, ngang do ba gang, trén ghi t#n nhitng ngudi can tdi ning
nhu pham huy, bat tac v.v...(10).

Nhiéu ngudi ¢6 tai chi vi pham trudng quy khong bao gior dem dugc tai ra tng dung véi doi that 1a
dang tiéc. Vay trudng quy dich thuc 1a nhirng luat 1é gi ? Xin chi néu ra dy nhiing lut 18 thudng duoc
nhéc ti :

& Pham huy Trudc ngay thi o bang yét & cira cac vi nhitng chir huy ma ai ciing phai tranh, ké ca
khao quan. " Tuyét but " 1a cam ngit khong duoc dung, lic doc phai tranh am, lac viét phai sira doi
hay duing nhitng chit cin am, cin nghia thay thé. Nhitng chit huy lai chia 1am hai loai : trong va khinh.

* Trong huy 13 t&n cac vua nha Nguyén nhu :

Mién, Hong, Bom, Thi, Ung v.v...

Néu :

- gip chir " Nham " thay bang chit " Dung " (can nghia)

- gip chir " Thi " thay bang chit " Thin " (can am).

Ngo Thi Nhim c6 thé bién thanh Ngo6 Thin Dung (11) v.v..

* Khinh huy 1a khi Vlet bai gip tén me, tén ba cua vua th1 phai bt di mdt nét (tinh hoach) hoac
thém mot nét, hodc bo tréng mdt bén. Néu pham toi thi Huong bi danh 80 truong, thi Hoi bi danh 90
trwong, thi Pinh bi ddnh 100 truong. Nguoi ndo khong c6 phim trat chi bi hong tudt, nguoi di 1am
quan bi giang bon cap, doi di noi khac(12).

Khoa 1847, Pang Huy Trudc d6 trung cach, chi vi bai vin sach co cau " gia miéu chi hai " (1am
hai lua t6t) ma bi hong tuét Cir nhan. Nguyén do " Gia Miéu " 1a tén lang, qué cua vua nha Nguyén
(huyén Téng Son, Thanh Ho4), ho Bang pham toi thiéu kinh can (13).

Vi pham huy 1am hong oan nhiéu ngudi nén ngay tir thoi Hau Lé, Lé Quy Pon da chi truong bo 18
ndy va duoc chia Trinh ung chuan. Khoa thi Hoi 1772, Lé Quy Pon lam khao sat da chon dau bai thi



ma khong kiéng tén vua L€, chua Trinh :

Ky 3 : Di quan duc nhat tan (léy duc vua ngay mot moi).

Ky4: Do giang du luong (cau nho cho ngudi di bg, cau to cho xe di) (14).

Tiéc rang chu truong cai cach cua L& Quy Don khong dugce nha Nguyén noi theo.

& Khiém trang 1a bén chir " vua " khong dugc viét thém nhirng chit " hon ", " sat ", " hung " dé c6
thé hiéu 14m vua u mé, hung di, hay bi giét v.v...(15).

& Khiém ty 1a khong duoc viét tén cac cung vua, cung hoang hau v.v... Trong Léu Chdng, Pdc
Cung bi néu t@n 1én bang con vi da viét " tam bach nién x4 tic chi trudng, mnh phi lai u thur ta1 " (xa
tac nha Pudng 1au dai dén 300 nam ha chang nhd diéu d6 hay sao ?). Tuy chit " trudng " & cudi cau
dau, " ninh " & dau ciu sau nhitng van bi coi 1a pham tdi vi dung sat canh nhau va " Truong Ninh " 13
t€n mot cung trong noi.

& Khiém dai. Dé to long cung kinh, viét bai gip chit " Troi " phai dai 1én cao ba tang, tic 1a trén
hang viét ba chir, d6 1a dai 1én cao tot bac. Gap chit tro vao ban than vua phai dai 1én cao hai téng,
gap chit tré vao duc tinh hay cong viéc cua vua phai dai 1én cao mot hang(17). Thi du :

" Thién dia giao miéu ", chitr " Thién " phai dai 1€n tot bac (hang du cach).

" Hoang than ", " long nhan ", phai dai 1én cao trén hang viét hai chit (d€ nhi cach).

& Khiém cung. Trongbai lam, khi xung v&i vua hay quan phai viét nhé lai va 1éch sang mot bén.
Vidu:

" Poi than vin ", xung voi vua, chit " than " phai viét nhé di mot nira va Iéch sang bén hitu.

" P6i si van ", xung v4i quan truong, ciing viét chit " si " nho va léch di.

Trong chiéc anh cua Salles chup canh 18 xudng danh khoa Pinh Dau (1897) ta thiy phia trai, 6ng
Pho Chi Khao ngdi bén cai bién " Phung chi ". Chir " phyng " dugc viét 16ch sang bén phai vi tré vao
quan Pho Chu Khao, con chit " chi " dugc viét to ngay ngin chinh gitra vi tr6 vao vua.

& Camti 6. Quyén thi phai gitr sach s€ khong duoc co vét myuc hay hoen 6, néu khong s& bi danh
hong. Cong dung cua cai ong quyén ma cac Thi sinh tran trong deo trude nguc la dé che cho cho quyén
van khoi bi m6 hoi hay nuéc mua lam hoen 6 b.

& " Bat tuc ", " bat cap " 1a viét khong du quyén, khong thanh bai. " Dué bach " 1a chi viét dugc
vai dong. To1 nay nang vi ching t6 Thi sinh khong du stre di thi ma khao quan duyét hanh khong k§
hodc ¢6 tinh nang d6. Truong hop nay ca khao quan 1an thay hoc cuing bi phat.

Khoa 1856, Nguyén Hitu Kiéu, am sinh & Qudc Tar Giam, trude thi Huong viét t khong du quyén,
quan ¢ bg Lai cho 1a quan Gidm sat hach khong tinh, xin theo 1€ Pdc hoc cac tinh, mdi tén hoc sinh cd
vét xdu, phat bong 9 thang luong. Vua y(18).

Nam 1835, vua hoi Phan Huy Thyc : " Nghe noi doi Hau L8, dau bai thi Pinh rat nhiéu, c6 ngudi
lam khong xué, nhung w6t quyén 14 tai sao ? " Pap : " Phép thi thoi cyu Lé cot 1dy nhé nhiéu, 1am
khong dt bai e nho dén danh tién si nén nhing udt quyén thi " (dé chi mac toi ti 6).

& Thiép tich. Chung quanh hai dau " Giap phung " va " Nhat trung " khong duoc " do, di, cAu, cai
" (tay, x0a, moc, stra) qua muoi chir. Cling khong dugc xoa mu tit, s& pham to1 " d6 bat thanh tir ".
Mudn xo04 phai dé ba chim vao mit chit cho quan trudng nhan rd nguyén hinh (19).

" Giap phung " 1a con ddu dong gitta trang 2 va 3, trude khi phat quyén cho hoc tro, de tranh
chuyén mang bai lam sin vao danh trdo. Khi 1am bai dén chd co ddu " giap phung " phai viét dé 1én
trén.

" Nhat trung " 13 con dau lay o truong thi, sau khi da bat dau viét dugc do hai dong rudi thi lén
nha Thap dao xin dau chimg thuc bai viét trong trudng. Chung quanh dau phai dé trong, khong duoc
viét.

& Canh quyén. Néu 15 viét 1am nhiéu qua hodc quyén bi ti 6, duoc phép thay quyén méi, nhung



phai 1én nha Thap dao xin lai hai dau " gidp phung " va " nhat trung ".

& Ngoai ham. Khoang 5, 6 gio chjéu thi dénh tréng thu quyén. Theo Ngo Tét TO, phép danh trong
cung phai theo 1€ ludt : bay 17 dong tlen Gia Long Ién mdt ban, nhat 1én ting dong xong thi danh mot
tiéng tréng. Lai bay tién xubng, nhung mdi 1an sau bot di mot dong. Panh di ba hoéi chin tleng thi khoa
hom dung quyén. Nhirng quyén nop sau khi hom da khod goi 13 " ngoai ham ", khong duoc chim nhung
van dugc doc ki xem c6 pham truong quy hay khong. " Ngoai ham " 13 t0i ning, ciing bi néu tén lén
bang con.

Khi viét xong bai, phai dém nhitng chit xo4, moc v.v... va ghi vao cudi quyén véi miy chit " cong
quyén ndi " roi méi dem ndp quyén & nha Thap dao (20).

IT - Khao quan

Khao quan c6 hai hang : Gidm khao va Gidm sat.

Khoa thi Hurong dau tién ctia nha Nguyén dugc t6 chirc vao nim 1807, 4n dinh cach chon khao
quan nhu sau :

A. Ban Giam khao, c6 phan su cham thi, chia 1am hai truong :

Nbi truong gdom c6

- tir 6 dén 14 6ng So khéo, hang bat téi luc pham ;

-tir4 dén 6 ong Phuc khao, hang luc té1 tir phéim;

- 2 6ng Giam khao, hang t&r hay tam pham ;

Ngoai trudng gom :

- 1 Pé diéu (Cha khao) hang nhi pham ;

- 1 Giam thi (Ph6 Chu khao) hang tir téi nhi pham ;

- 2 Phan khao, hang ngii pham.

B. Ban Giam sat ¢ nhiém vu giam thi ca quan truedng 1an Thi sinh, thiy diéu gi trai phai dan hic,
néu khong thi chinh minh s& bi trimng phat. Ban nay chia 1am hai :

Bén trong trudong thi ¢6 :

- 2 Giam sat hang Ngu sur, Chuong a an (mdt coi ndi trudng, mdt coi ngoai trudng)

- 8 vién doi Thé sat, chirc xuat doi

- 4 vién Mat sat.

Bén ngoai truong ¢d 600 bién binh va voi ngua tuan hanh.

C. Ngoai ra con hai quan Dé tuyén Noi va Ngoai trudng phu trach viéc roc phach, khap phach, ké
khai danh sach nhitng ngudi thi, ngudi dd, yét bang v.v...

- va khoang 40 Lai phong (thu ky) gitp viéc ghi chép, yét bang.

1/ Chon lya Khao quan

Do vai tudn trude ky thi, triéu dinh dya theo ban danh sach Thi sinh ma dinh sé6 Khao quan. Tur
Phan khao tré 18n chon cac quan Kinh (1am viéc tai triéu) toan nhitng ngudi dd dat. Riéng hai 6ng Dé
tuyén lai chon nguoi it chir dé khong thé stra bai hd, vi hai 6ng nay 13 nhitng nguoi doc nhat biét tén
ngudi viét bai thi, khi khap phach.

Ban Giam khao duoc triéu dinh cir ra rdi dé 1én cho vua chuan. Sau d6 cac dng Chanh, Pho Chu
khao, 1am 18 bai mang rdi ra bo L& linh cd " Kham sai " (Cha khao) va bién " Phung Chi " (Pho Chu
khao). Lién day hai quan Giam sat theo chan hai 6ng Chanh, Pho Chu khao vé nhd, ¢ Thi vé canh
cong khong cho tiép xtc véi ai nita dé phong ngura nhitng chuyén héi 10.

Ngay tir nim 1448, Lé Khac Phuc, lam Pé diéu & Qudc Tir Giam mubn ngan ngtra nhitng chuyén tu
ti, da xin bat cac khio quan phai udng mau an thé. Lé khao quan phai thé bat dau tir day(21).

Céc ong So khao, Phic khio kén ngudi dia phuong, nhung ngudi ¢ tinh ndy phai doi di chim thi &
tinh khiac. Néu c6 con em di thi cung tinh thi phai 1am gidy " hoi ti ", trc 13 xin cdo khong di cham



trudng, néu khong s& bi nghiém trirng,

Céc Lai phong, Thé sat do quan dia phuong ctr, ciing chon nhitng ngudi khong d6 dat nhung thanh
liém.

2/ L& tién truong cta cac Khao quan

Po mot tudn trude ngay thi, cac quan & Kinh ra dén noi, 1ap tirc dén ra mat quan Tong doc dia
phuong, rdi lam 18 bai vong & Hanh cung va 18 tién truong (cic quan ¢ ngay Kinh thi 1am 18 bai
mang).

Ngay tién tru:crng, cd quat cim sudt tir cong thanh ra dén truong thi. Pam rude di dau co cd quat,
chiéng tréng, rdi dén co " Khiam sai ", bién " Phung chi " theo sau 1a vdng long cac quan Chanh, Pho
Chu khao, rdi theo tht tu phém trat, den cac ong So khao thi di bg, che mot long, sau dén cac Lai
phong xép hang doi, c6 8 vién doi Thé sat va mot toan linh nai nit guom gido di doan hau. bén truong,
cac quan hang tinh tr& vé, cac khao quan tién vao trudng. Cong trudng khoa lai, c6 linh canh gac ngay
dém trong sudt thoi gian cham thi dai do 5 tuan.

L¢ nam 1807 cam cac quan truong khong dugc mang gidy to c6 chit va muc den vao trudng (so
stra bai ho hoc tro). Noi, ngoai truong néu khong co viée khong duoc gap nhau. Can ‘dung thirc gi phai
trinh Giam sat Ngu sir ngoai truong, ngudi doc nhat c6 quyén giao dich v6i quan Tong doc bén ngoai
nho chu bién.

Nam 1876, Phuc khdo Pang Huy Hoan vi mang hop muc den vao trudng ma bi phat 100 trugng va
bi cach chirc vé qué. Giam sat, Giam khao tiu hach déu duoc thudng(22).

Trén nguyén tac, cac quan trudng ciing khong dugc mang theo day té, moi phuc dich di c6 linh
cang dang. Song ta van nghe nhiing giai thoai ké chuyén quan truong dem 4 dao cai nam trang 1am
ngudi hiu vao trudng thi cho d& budn nhitng khi khéng chdm bai nhu truong hop Nguyén Cong Tri,
Chu khao truong Ha Noi khoa 1840(23).

3/ Truong thi

Pai dé trudng thi chia lam hai phan, phin ngoai danh cho Thi sinh, phan trong cho quan truong.

Phan ngoai lai chia ra lam 4 hay 8 vi, " vi " 13 noi danh cho si tr cam 1éu. Chinh giita chd gip
nhau ctia hai con duong hinh chit thap, chia phin ngoai ra lam 4, c6 xay mdt ngdi nha goi 1a nha Thap
(12.10-7 Pay 1a chd quan truong hop dé ra dau bai va 1a chd Thi sinh dén xin diu Nhat trung va ndp
quyén.

Phén trong ciing chia ra 1am hai, trong cung la ndi truong danh cho cac 6ng So khao, Phuc khao va
Giam khao 1am viéc. Ngoai truong tiép giap v6i khu Thi sinh 1 chd & va 1am viée ctia cac 6ng Chanh,
Pho Chu khao va Phan khdo.

Gilra ndi va ngoai truong lai ¢6 mot khu nho xay kin mit chi chira c6 mot 16i di ra ngoai truong,
Pay 1a khu danh cho céc ong Pé tuyen nhirng khao quan khac khong dugc bén mang dén noi nay.

Mbi khi c6 chuyén bat dong y kién, cac quan ndi trudng thao luan tai Giam vién xy chinh giita noi
truong ; cac quan ngoai truong thao luan tai Thi vién, chinh gitra ngoai truong.

Céc Lai phong, Thé sét ciing déu bi giam long nhu cac quan truong trong sudt thoi ky 5 tuan.

‘Truong Nam Dinh 6 t61 7 choi canh. Trude mdi cong ngdn cach cac khu nd1, ngoai va khu Pé
tuyén déu co linh canh. Hom thi, ngoai trudmg co bién binh cudi voi ngya di tuan rim rip sudt ngdy.

4/ Quyén thi

Quyén thi dong dau an trién ctia quan Téng dbc roi duge giri vao trudng. Cac ong Dé tuyén dong
dau tén Thi trudng vao trang dau va dau Giap phing vao gitra trang 2 va 3, sau do tron déu, chia 1am 4
hay 8 phan cho 4 hay 8 vi. Lai phong ghi t@n Thi sinh mdi vi vao so roi 1am bang yét danh & ctra vi.

Nguoi cung modt nha khong dugc x€p cung mot vi.

Quyén duogc giao cho ngoai trudng dé phat cho hoc trd hom thi.



Trudce hom thi mot ngdy, treo bang yét danh va truong quy tir sang sém & mdi ctra vi.

Khoang nira dém, cac khao quan ban triéu phuc Ién ghé tréo trude cong vi ching kién 18 diém danh
va coi linh khdm xét hoc tro trudc khi phat quyén cho vao truong. Cac ong Giam sat cling 1én choi
canh.

Hoc tro viét bai dugc chimg hon hai dong phai dén nha Thap dao xin diu Nhat trung (vi luc 4 ay
vao khoang gitra trura). Bai lam xong cting nop ¢ nha Thap dao, co linh dong dau vao cudi quyen
chirng nhin trudc mit cac ong Dé tuyén, rdi bo vao hom dung quyén. Nhitng quyén ndp sau khi khoa
hom goi 1a " ngoai ham".

5/ Cham thi

Quyén dugc giao cho Pé tuyén roc phach rdi dua vao ndi trudng. Giam khao phai kham xét dau
niém phong trudc khi mé hom phéan phat cho cac 6ng So khao cham trudc tién bang son ta (mau gach),
xong dén cac 6ng Phuc khao chim lai bang myc xanh, cudi cing dén Giam khao duyét lai 1an nira béng
mau hong don. Nhirng nguoi cham thi phai dé 16 ten ho, chure tudc, s6 diém roi ky tén 1én mat quyén.

Noi trudong cham xong chuyén qua Pé tuyén dua ra ngoai truong. Cac ong Chanh, Ph6 Chu khao
chim lai nhitng bai duoc ndi truong lay dd. Phan khao doc nhirng quyén bi danh hong xem ai dang vét
thi trinh 1én Chu khao. Ngoai truong chim bang son tAu mau do tuoi.

Chir dep c6 thé dugc ting diém, chit xdu c6 thé bi danh hong nhu trudng hop Nguyen Van Siéu
(1796-1872) qué lang Kim Lii, huyén Tho xwong, Ha Noi, thi Huong khoa 1825 dang dd dau, bi xép
xuéng thir hai, thi Hoi khoa 1838 dd Tién si bi xép xudng Phé bang chi vi chit " nhu gi béi ", xdu dén
ndi vua Tu Puc da phai tréu :

Than dau ma chit xdu nhu ma,

Lem lo cho ngudi ngd chang ra.

Néu phai hoa bua trir quy tic,

Khon thiéng thi hdy ho hoang gia.(24)

Khi chim xong, x¢p dat cao thap r6i moi giri cho Pé tuyén khap phach, 14p danh sach nhitng nguoi
trang ctr, dem yét.

Sau mdi ky thi, Chii khao va Giam sat mdi nguoi phai 1am mdt ban phuc trinh dé vé kinh, néu
khong s€ bi phat. Tat ca cac quyén thi, 6 hay hong, ké ca ngoai ham déu duoc giri vé kinh duyét lai.
Triéu dinh c6 thé 1dy thém ngudi ndy, danh hong nguoi kia, hay thay doi thtr bue nhu truong hop Cao
B4 Quat d6 A nguyén (thtr nhi) treong Ha Noi 1831, bi bo L& xép xudng cudi bang.

111 - Nhitng vy 4n ndi tiéng

Mic dau luat 1¢ phong ngira rat nghiém, nhung chuyén gian 1an van khong thé nao tranh khéi. Cu
Ha Ngai, mot ngudi da timg di thi truong Thira Thién, viét trong Hoi Ky (chua in) : " Dén Hué, toi
nhd mot ngudi ban thin 1am bai cho anh ban (dot) voi gia 5 dong, khong phai dé mong thi dd vi gia
]am bai d6 dén nhirng 50 dong (1 con ga tri gia 4 dong). Con phan t6i, khi & trudng thi thay co thi gio,
1am mdt doan vin ban duoc 5 dong "

Day la thoi nha Nguyen Thoi nha Lé xem ra ¢6 khi con t¢ hon véi nhitng " Sinh d6 ba quan ", dén
ndi tridu dinh phai bat thi lai it nhat hai lan trén bai song Hong. Nguyén do vi nim 1750, kho quy thleu
hut, chtia Trinh nghe theo ké hoach lam tién ctia Viép quin cong Hoang Ngii Phuc, khong theo 1¢ thi
Hach cti ma cho phép hoc sinh 10 tudi tré 1én hé ai ndp ba quan t1en goi 1a " tién théng kinh " (thudc
kinh sach) déu dugc di thi. Nhitng ngudi khong c6 hoc nhung mudn c6 mdt chut danh khong ngai bo
tién thué nguoi thi hd, co nhitng dira tré cling d6 tam truong, do d6 ngudi ta moi goi gidu 1a " Sinh dd
ba quan "(25).

Ké ra chuyén gian 14n thi thoi nao ciing c6, xua hay nay, Pong hay Tay ciing vy ma thoi. Nhung vi
Khoa ctr gian 1an c6 thé dua dén nhitng hau qua to 16n : Thi sinh sudt doi bi cAm khong duoc di thi



nita, khdo quan co6 thé bi két an tir hinh cho nén st sach ctia ta ghi chép rat k§. Vi Trung Tuy But chép
vu Ngbd Thi Si, Pham Vi Khiém bi quan truong thu ghét danh hong oan, vu Tao Son, Luong Nghi tu
ti(26)v.v..

* Pai Nam Thyc Luc cling chép nam 1834, truong Nghé, co Nguyen Van Giao hang liét, Nguyen
Thai Dé ‘hang T tai nhung co tiéng 1a danh si. Cha khao Nguyen Ta lay thém vao hang Cir nhan, d6i
mat quyen, phé lai. Bo L& phat hién tau 1€n. Vua ghét lam ro61 loan quy luat truong thi sai bién binh
truyén chi cach chirc, bat Ta va Ngan xiéng lai giai vé kinh. TG bi t6i tram giam hau (giam lai doi
ngay hanh quyét) Ngan la tong pham chi bi xur t01 luu. Giam khao Nguyén Duy Huu, Giam sét Truong
Ting Dién phai t01 do, nhirng ngudi khac bi giang chuc, Nguyen Vin Giao va Nguyén Thai Dé nghe
quan truong viét lai quyén, phai 100 truong, cho vé lam dan, sudt doi khong dugc thi nita(27).

* Sach Cuong Muc (28) cling chép khoa 1696, trudong Thanh Hoa c6 Ngo Sach Tuan lam Giam thi.
Trude Tudn c6 t6 cao Tham tung L& Hi tu ti, gian 14n, giy mdi hiém khich. Nay thdy con Lé Hi di thi
hong, mudn xoa bod cyu hiém, 1ay long Lé Hi, dua quyén cho Khio quan lay d6. Bé diéu Ngo Hai gidu
hd nhung Tham chinh Phan Ty Cudng phat giac. Ng6 Sach Tuan phai xir gido, So khao, Phuc khao bi
phat, Ty Cuong dugc thing 1én Thiém do6 ngu stur.

* Noi tiéng hon nita 1a vy an Lé Quy Kiét / Dinh Thi Trung, Khoa Thi Hoi 1775, Lé Quy Pén diéu
dinh voi hoc trd gioi cua minh 13 Pinh Thi Trung doi quyén cho con minh 1a L& Quy Kiét. Két qua
Kiét dau Thu khoa. Khoa éy vua L&, chua Trinh danh cudc, vua Lé cho Thu khoa s& vé tay Kiét vi Kiét
13 con L& Quy Pon, tat hoc gioi ; Chaa Trinh da biét hoc luc Thi Trung nén danh cudc Trung s& d6 dau
va dinh bung hé do 1a s€ trong dung ngay. Chua Trinh thua cudc, khong chiu, duy€t lai van bai, kham
pha ra vu ddi quyén. Thi Trung cdo t6 L& Quy D6n lam chu sy. Vi Lé Quy Don lam quan to, Trinh Sam
b6 di khong phat va L8 Quy Kiét chi bi giam rdi giang xu6éng lam dan thudng, Thi Trung bi day di An
Quang. Nguoi duong thoi 1am cau dbi giéu :

Quy Kiét hoan dan, tang Duyén Ha chi dinh XuAt

Thi Trung phat phéi, chan An Quang chi vin phong(29).

* Mot vu an ndi danh khong kém 13 vu c6 dinh liéu dén Cao Ba Quat. Nam 1841, Cao lam So khao
truong Thira Thién, cing Phan Nha 14y mudi dén thay muc stra bai ho cho 24 quyén pham trudng quy,
vot dugc 5 nguoi.

Nguyén Van Siéu 1am Phan khao 1y d6 Truong Pang Trinh, chau Truong Pang Qué, di bi danh
hong ky hai ¢ ndi trudong.

Chu khao Bui Quy thiy Quat viét dep, goi ra ngoai trudng viét bang. Siéu gitt Quat ngi mot dém &
ngoai truong.

Viéc bi Giam sat dan hic. An xt :

Quat, Nha bi t01 tir hinh. Siéu phat truong va to1 dd. Chu khao bi cach chirc. Giam khao bi giang
chitc. Vua Thiéu Tri cho 13 Quét khong phai gian lan, chi mubn ciru vot nhu’ng Thi sinh c6 tai ma 16
pham truong quy, lai thwong Quat la nguoi gioi, tha an xur tram, giam Xuong " bao giam hau " (giam lai
doi 1énh roi xtr gido), chét duoc toan thiy, ké nhu nhe hon bi chit dau), sau lai doi ra " xuit duong
hi¢u luc " theo mdt phai doan di Tan Gia Ba lay cong chudc to1. Siéu dugc tha t01 d6 (di day).

5 ngudi d6 phai thi lai du ca ba ky, quyén déu kha, lai tra vé bang Cir nhan. Quyén ctia Truong
Ding Trinh vin kh4 thong ciing cho d6 1udn (30).

*

%k sk

Xem thé du théy su canh phong va tring phat tho1 xwa nghiém nhat la chung nao.

Ngay nay néi dén Khoa ctr nhiéu ngudi 1ap tire lién tudng dén nhirng 6ng B6 ngdm tho vinh nguyét,
nhirng 6ng quan tham lam duc khoét ctua dan, nhitng vu di thi gian 1an, nhirng ngudi bi ddnh hong oan



vi pham truong quy hay bi quan trueong thu ghét v.v...Chuyén tuy c6 that, nhung Khoa cur khong phai
chi ¢ thé ma thoi.

Khoa ctr dung dao Nho dé kén ngudi ra 1am quan, giup vua tri nudc. Ngudi quan tir ciia dao Nho
trj dan bang duc hon 1a bang quyén uy hay luat phap, phai thwong yéu dan nhu con nén ta méi goi
nhitng 6ng quan 13 " cha me dan ". Ngudi quan tir ctia dao Nho phai 13 ngudi kiém ca tai 1an dirc chu
khong phai tro riéng vao ngudi nam quyén chinh ltc dau, thoi nha Chu. Theo dao Nho, nhitng ngudi co
tai ma vo hanh déu khong duoc dung. Tudi tré dd cao thuong sinh thoi kiéu ngao, coi minh 13 nhat,
khinh ré nguoi khac, khong con 1a nguoi hitu ich cho xd hdi nén nguoi xua coi dy 1a cai hoa chu
khong phai cai phic. Lé Quy Pon ndi tiéng thin dong, 17 tudi thi Huong dd thi khoa, song thi Hoi ba
ky lién déu hong vi giong van kiéu cing, sau phai thy gido quan Ngu st ho Vii dé " tay " bot céi kiéu
cing cua tudi tré méi dd Bang Nhan(31).

Nho gido day ngudi quan tir phai " tu thin " trudc roi moi ban dén chuyén " t€ gia, tri quéc " v.v...
chir khong day nguoi hoc tro tim cach chong ra lam quan dé " vinh than phi gia ". Nguoi hoc dao
khong dén noi, thiéu dire @0, di thi thi gian 14n, ra lam quan thi duc khoét cta dan han khong phai 16i ¢
dao ma ciing khong phai phép thi thiéu nghiém can ?

Chatenay-Malabry, Thang 10, 1991

(Van lang, s6 4, thang 12, 1992)
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Chuwong III:AI LA CHU KHAO TRUONG HA NAM KHOA
PINH DAU (1897) :

Pong Si Vinh hay Cao Xuan Dyc ?

Trude khi vao chinh dé, t6i xin noi qua vé Truong Ha Nam, Khoa Dinh Dau va Cao Xuan Dyc.

I - Trudng Ha Nam khac Truong Nam Dinh ¢ diém nio ?

Triéu Nguyén c6 tat ca 8 truong, sau rat lai con 5 1a : Gia Binh, Thira Thién, Thanh Hoa, Ngh¢ An
va Ha Nam.

Truong Ha Nam la hai truong Ha No1 va Nam Dinh hop thi & Nam Dinh sau khi truong Ha bi linh
Phap chiém, phai dong cira tir nim 1882. Khoa cubi ctia trudomng 1a khoa Ky Mio (1879).

Nam 1884, si tr hai truong nay phai vai Thanh Hod hop thi, nén goi la " Kho4 Thanh ". Ly do
chinh thirc : truong Ha bi dong ctra, trudng Nam bi d6t tir nim 1883. Ly do khac : si tir Baéc ha ndi
loan chong Hoa udc Giap than (Patendtre 1884).1884, s tu hai truong nay phai vao Thanh Hoa

Dén 1886, vua Pong Khanh méi cho hai trudng hop thi & Nam Dinh, lay tén chung 1a " treong Ha
Nam ". Ttr d6, nhan vi loan lac, thanh 18 hop thi & Nam cho dén khoa cubi 1a khoa At Mio (1915).
Dua vao day, ta c6 thé dua ra hai nhan xét :

1) TG Xwong khong thé viét hai cau tho sau ddy trudc nim 1886 :

" Pugce gin truong 6¢ ving Nam Dinh,

Thua méi anh em dam Bac ky ".

2) Nguyén Tuén trong truyén " Bdo o4n' ' (Vang bong mot thoi " dat khoa cudi cua trudng Ha Nam
Vao nam Méau Ngo (1918), thuc ra day 1a khoa cudi cia mién Trung (va ddy 1a mot trong nhirng " ky thi

' ctia triéu Nguyén d6i v6i si tir Baée ha).

Nhu vay " truong Ha Nam " dung dé tré vao dam si ttr thudc ving Ha Noi va ving Nam Dinh (1),
con " truong Nam Pinh " tré vio cai trudng xdy bang gach ngoi ¢ ngoai thanh Nam.

Theo Tran Van Giap, va mdt s6 nguoi khac, thi truong Nam xdy ¢ lang Nang Tinh. Chinh 6ng
Giap di dén tham tan noi khi treong " chi con cho vo cai nha Thap dao (2) ", nhung TG Xwong, trong
bai " Pha Hong thi " viét khac :

"' Nam vua Thanh Thai muo1 hai,

Lai mo khoa thi My Trong ".

Vay thi truong thi nam ¢ dau, Nang Tinh hay My Trong ? Néu vao tho1 L hay Nguyen SO, truong
thi con bang nha tranh, vach nra, sau moi ky thi pha di dé lay chd trong trot, cay cay thi chuyén di
chuyen truong khong kho, con néu truong bang gach thi khong thé modi choc pha di xay lai dugc. Sur
chép rang tu 1845, truong Nam theo chi thi cua vua Thi¢u Tri, dugc xay cét bang gach ngobi theo mau
muc trudng Ninh Baéce (Thira Thién) chi trir chd cho s tir ngdi thi van dé dat trong, hoc tro di thi van
phai mang 1éu chdng nhu xwa. Trudng di bang gach, khong di chuyén duoc, nén t6i tam dit nam giira
hai lang Ning Tinh va My Trong, & chan thanh Nam, vi theo Ngd Vi Lién ca hai lang ndy cung thuoc
tong My Trong va & canh nhau.

I - Khoa Binh Déu ¢6 gi dac biét ?

1) Trudc hét chung ta c6 loat anh ctia Salles chup canh truong Ha Nam. Py 13 nhitng str liéu rat
hiém va quy bau.

2) Nha tho Tran Té Xuong (hay Ké Xuong) khoa nay nghiém nhién doi danh " 6ng Ta " di thi, du
chi 12 " Ta r6t bang trong ndm Giap Ngo (1894) .

Ai ciing biét TG Xuong " 1ao dao trudng dc " rat nhiéu (tdm khoa ma chi duoc " mdt ti T4 tai quén



" va ngAm vinh vé thi ctr ciing khong it, riéng khoa nay 6ng dé lai cho chung ta it nhat hai bai, mot vinh
" Chu khao Cao Xuan Duc " va mét vinh canh di thi :

" Nha nudc ba nam mé mot khoa,

Trudng Nam thi 1an véi truong Ha.

L61 thoi si tir vai deo lo,

Am oe quan trudng (3) miéng thét loa.

Long caém rop trdi, quan St dén,

Vay 1& quét dat, mu damra.

Nhan tai dat Bac nao ai d6 ?

Ngoanh ¢6 ma trong lai nuéc nha !

3) Toan quyén Paul Doumer vira ¢ Phap sang nham chirc, 1an dau chimg kién canh thi cia ta (va
cung 1a 1an dau truong Nam c6 mot " quan Tay to ' " dén dy 18 Xudng danh va phat qua thudng (1 dbng
ho vang hay bac v.v...). Sau ndy trong hoi ky LIndo-Chine frangaise (Souvenirs) Doumer danh may to
nhacc lai quang canh truong thi, nhung vi khong hiéu rd nén viét nhiéu dleu sai lam, chang han : si tir
vao truong duge mang theo ngudi hau, trong khi thiy ngdi 1am vin thi t& ndm khénh mot goc doi gid
stra soan com nudc v.v...co 1& Doumer da 1Am quan trudng véi Thi sinh ? Doumer con & lai dén 1901
méi vé nude, va dugc churng kién thém khoa 1900 nita & Nam Dinh.

4) Khong khi truong Ha Nam va thanh Nam Binh luc 4y rat so6i ndi vi hai van dé :

- Chit Han saép bi bo han, chit Qubc ngit baét dau duoc duy tinh thay thé va si tir con phai 1am toan
bang con sd A rap nita. Lic Ay tinh than &i qudc dang cao, hoc chit Qudc ngir thuong bi ngd nhan 13 "
vong ngoai " va "vo si" nén nhiéu nguoi khong chiu hoc, bé thi. (Tran Quy Cap thudc sé ngudi hiém,
nhin nhan vu diém ctia Qudc ngit, goi 12 " hon trong nuée ).

-Nhung s61 ndi hon nira 1a phong trao chdng Phép dang hing ctia " Ky Dong (1875-1929) tén thyc
12 Nguyén Vin Cam, tré tudi va thong minh nén duoc ménh danh 13 " Ky Dong Vi chéng Phap, nim
1887 da br " gui " sang hoc 9 nam Alger (Baéc Phi). Nam 1896 vé nudc, tiép tuc hoat dong va lién
két voi Pé Tham nén dén 1901 lai bi day sang Tahiti (theo Nguyén Tudn, sau thanh ban ciia hoa si
Gauguin).

Vi ¢6 vu " Ky Pong " nén Phap phong bién dong chudn bi rat ngit : tir mot tudn trudce da cho hai
phao thuyén Avalanche va Le Jacquin chia miii vao truong thi doa nat. Doumer noi clng rang ong ta
tin chaéc chaén khong ai dam 1am gi, bon ndi loan ching qua 13 hang thi hong bat daéc chi, tuy vay van
nén thi uy dé canh céo nhitng phan tir con nudi ¥ bao dong.

5) Khoa nay tai truong Nghé An, nha cach mang Phan Bo1 Chau, vi mét ly do khong dugc néu ra,
d3 can an " Hoai hiép van tu nhip trudng, chung thin bat daéc ing thi " tirc 1a " mang sach c6 chir viét
vao truong, bi phat cim subt dori khong duogc di thi ".

IIT - Cao Xuan Duc

Tuy lam quan dén nhat pham va 1a mot trong " Trir Tru Triéu Pinh ", song c6 1& Cao Xuan Duc
duoc it nguoi biét.

Cao Xuan Duc (1842 1923), hi¢u la Tt Phat, ngudi xa Thinh Khanh, huyén Dong Thanh, tinh Nghé
An, dd Cir nhan nim 1877, 1am quan dén Hoc bod Thuong Thu, ham Pong Cac Pai Hoc Si (ham = c6
trach nhiém ma khong an luong), tudc An Xuan Nam.

Cao Xuan Duc c6 hai nguoi con dd Ctr nhan va mdt ngudi dd Phé bang (Cao Xudn Tiéu, dugc cir
lam Giam khao truong Ha Nam cung mot khoa véi cha) va l1a nhac gia Hoang Tang Bi.

Rét trong viéc hoc, 6ng da xuét tién thué ngudi chép lai nhitng sach qui hiém chia cho cac con gitr
mdi ngudi mot ban luu lai vé sau. Chinh 6ng ciing 14 tac gia hai bo sach c6 gia tri : Qudc triéu Huong
khoa luc (chép tit ca cac khoa thi Huong cuia tat ca cac truong dudi triéu Nguyén) va Qudc triéu Pang



khoa luc (chép cac khoa thi Tién si triéu Nguyén).

Mic dau chi dd Huong thi, 6ng duoc cu di cham thi Hoi méy lan,va hay nang d& hoc tro. Chinh
ong da xin cho cac Pho Bang (4) dugc hudng nhitng quyén lgi nhu cac ong Nghé. Khi ong 1am Chi
khao truong Ha Nam, Tu Xuongda vinh 6ng nhu sau :

" Nay nay Huong thi d6 khoa nao ?

Nhan hau thay 1ong quan Thuong Cao !

Nguoi ta thi chit, 6ng thi phic,

Du d¢g, du hay ciling dugce vao ! "

IV - Ai 1a chu khao Truong Ha Nam khoa Pinh Dau ?

Theo anh cua Salles thi Chu khao truong Ha Nam khoa Pinh Dau 1a Cao Xuan Duyc. Salles 1a mot
nha nhiép anh lam viéc ti mi va c¢6 qui cl, ban ngay chyp, ban dém rira ngay, s¢ dé 1au khi hau nong
bén ta s& 1am hong kinh anh (lac Ay chua c6 phim). Hon thé, Salles chua rat ranh mach khong nhitng "
nam" ma ca " ngay, thang " cung tén ho, chirc twrdc nguoi trong anh, voi du ca cac dau saéc, huyén, hoi
V.V.. Trong loat anh 4y c6 mot chiéc chu thich 1a " Than Trong Koai, Giamsat " (5) (c6 1€ ngay nay ta
viét 1a " Quéi " ?) chup mot ngudi con tré mang. Raéc roi 1a nam 1941, Tran vin Giap ciing st dung
loat anh nay trong Tap San Khai Tri Tién Prc, s6 2 va 3, nhung " Than Trong Koai " thi lai blen thanh
" Nguyén Gia Thoai, Pho Chii khao ". Di nhién Tran van Giap biét nhiéu vé thi cir ctia ta, viét nhu thé
han ¢6 1i do, song Salles 12 mot ngudi lam viéc nghiém tic, biét tin ai ? To6i trong cdy vao cudn
Huong Khoa Luc dé tim ra manh moi. Cudn nay khong dugc pho bién nhu cudn Pang Khoa Luc (da
duoc dich ra Qudc ngir) nhung trudng Bac ¢d Vién Pong (Ecole dExtréme Orient) & Paris c6 mot ban
chir Han.That chang khac ndo " sét danh ngang tai " khi toi thdy Cao Xuan Duc chép rang 6ng la Chu
khao khoa 1894 con Chu khdo khoa 1897 thi lai 1a ...Déng Si Vinh ! Thé 14 vu Than Trong Koai /
Nguyén Gia Thoai chua giai quyét xong lai ndy ra vu Cao Xuin Duc / Pdng Si Vinh con quan trong
hon. Khong 1& Salles can than nhu thé ma dy khoa 1894 lai chép nham 14 khoa 1897 ? Con néu Salles
qua du khoa 1897 thi moi dau ra dugc cai t€n " Cao Xuan Duyc " dé dit cho Chu khao khoa nay, von
phai 12 Pong ST Vinh, theo chinh Cao Xuan Duc ? Néu Salles khong 1am, Cha khao khoa 1897 dung 1a
Cao Xuan Duc thi chéng 1& Cao Xuan Duyc lai 1am, khong rd minh 1a Chu khao khoa nao ?

Sau mdt thoi gian loay hoay diéu tra sach vo va " chirng nhan " khong di dén két qua nao, toi tro
lai v6i mé anh cua Salles, thdy c6 mot chiéc chyp canh 18 Xudng Danh chd thich " vi su hién dién
ctia cac ong Doumer (Toan quyén), Lenormand (Céng st Nam Pinh) va Picanon (6) ", nhu thé 1a
Doumer c¢6 mit khi Cao Xuan Duc 1am Chu khao. Trong hoi ky, Doumer cho biét 6ng ta sang Pong
Duong ngay 21/1/1897,Doumer c6 thé 1am khi ta truong thi, nhung khi viét vé su nghiép ban than aét
khong nham. R rang Cao Xuan Duyc khong thé 1am Chu khao khoa 1894 dugc. Va ngudi cho Thi sinh
Tran Té Xuong (hay Ké Xuong) dd Tu tai doi bang chinh 1a Pdng Si Vinh.

Doc lai may bai Tya cuén Dang Khoa Lyc thi thay khong con ho nghi gi nita : Cao Xuan Duyc da
hoan tat cudn Huong Khoa Lyc vao nam 1892, Bang Khoa Lyc vao nam 1893 va co y s& tiép tuc chép
thém céac khoa sau dan dan. Song theo 101 nguoi ban gitip t6i tra ciru cudn HuongKhoa Luc (luu trir tai
Truong Vién Pong Bac C6 ¢ Paris) thi nét but cua nguoi cheép phan sau khic hin phan trude, tic 1a
phan sau khong chacc do Cao Xuan Duyc viét. Pang Khoa Luc ctng co6 hai ban, ban cta 6ng Hoang
Xuan Han thiéu miy khoa sau, ban cua L& Manh Liéu dich moi day di. Poc bai Tya ctia Vii Pham
Ham ta c6 thé nghi ngudi viét tiép chinh 13 trudng nam ctia Cao Xuan Duc, tirc Cao Xuan Tiéu. Song
Cao Xuan Tiéu cung di chAm thi khoa 1897 véi cha, chaéc khong thé 1am dugc. Trén bia cuén DPing
Khoa Luc, quyén 1, dé r5 tén ba nguoi hiéu dinh 1a Cao Xuan Tiéu, Ping Van Thuy va Nguyén Duy
Nhiép. Néu ba nguoi cing hiéu dinh cuén Hurong Khoa Luyc thi sy 1dm 13n do hai nguoi kia hop 1i hon.

Van dé " Ai 1a Cht khéo... " d4 giai quyét, nhung van con vu Than Trong Koai / Nguyén Gia Thoai



can phai " thanh toan ". Huong Khoa Luc chi cho biét khi Cao Xuan Duc lam Chu khdo thi Nguyén Gia
Thoai 1am Pho, nhung khéng thém chi tiét ndo. Lai cling nho mdt tim anh khac ctia Salles ma vu nay
dugc dua ra anh sang. Trong mot chiéc anh chup. 1& Xudng Danh ¢ Cong Tién mon, cac quan theo thur
ti pham trat ngdi ghé tréo chirng kién, co ong ngdi dau hang bén trai, mit dé rau, bén canh tam bién "
Phung chi " Chung ta biét rang : " Khi triéu dinh cir ban Giam khao xong, 6ng Chu khio duogc ban 14

" Kham sai ", ong Pho dugc linh bién " Phung chi ". Nhu vay ong c6 rau dich thue 13 Pho Chi khao
Nguyén Gia Thoai khong con nghi ngd gl nita, va khuén mit éng khong gidng mit Than Trong Koai
mot ti nao, Than Trong Koai khong co6 rau.

Vi sao Tran vin Giap lai chu thich nhu thé ? C6 18 thay Salles " quén " khong chup anh riéng ong
Pho Chu khao ma lai chyp t&1 nhitng hai 6ng Gidm sat nén ong Giap nghi : " bét mot ong Giam sat
chaéc khong ai luu y chir dé thiéu 6ng Pho Chi khdo quan trong nhu thé thi co diéu bat tién. Oang lién
" muon " tam anh Than Trong Koai, xo4 tén that di va dién Nguyén Gia Thoai " vao. Véi éng day chi
la mGt anh " twgng trung " cho ban Giam khio du b, con dich thyc 1a anh chyp Than Trong Koai hay
Nguyen Gia Thoai thi vo1 bon hdu sinh ching ta khong quan hé. Di nhién day chi 1a mot gia thuyét.

(Thé ky 21, s6 2, thang 6 , 1989)

Tai ligu rut trong Khoa Cu’ ¢ Viét Nam (chua in)

Chu thich

1) St tu truong Ha g0m céc tinh : Ha Noi, Son Tay, Tuyén Quang, Hung Hoa, Thai Nguyén, Lang
Son, Cao Bang, Bac Ninh.Si ttr trudng Nam gom : Nam Dinh, Hung Yén, Quang Yén, Hai Duong.

2) Trong trudng thi, khu danh cho hoc tro ¢6 hai con duong chay gap nhau, thanh hinh chir thap,
chia khoang dat nay 1am bon vi, o gitta cho hai duong gap nhau, nguoi ta xay nha Thap Pao, noi cac
s tir dén 1y ddu Nhat Trung va ndp quyén v.v..

3) " Quan truong " day tré vao cac ong Glam sat Ngu str ngdi trén choi canh cao qua muén truyén
hi¢u Iénh gi phai dung loa.

4) " Pho bang " triéu Nguyén khac voi " Phu Bang " cac triéu trude. " Pho Bang " chi nhitng ngudi
thi Tién si khong d6 nhung dugc diém cao cling nhu nhitng nguoi di thi Huong dd T tai con " Phy
Bang " chi cac ong Tién si hang ba (Tam Giap Tién si) ; cang khong nén nhdm véi " Bang Nhan " 1a
cac 6ng dd Tién si hang nhat, dting sau Trang nguyén. Nha Nguyén theo 1¢ " Ngii Bat Lap " ctia Minh
Ménh dat ra, khong 1ay Trang nguyén, nén Bang Nhin duong nhién 1a nguoi d6 Tién si cao nhat.

5) Giam sat tuy thudc hang quan truedng nhung khéng chdm thi ma phu trach giam thi quan truong
va hoc tro.

Nguyén Tuan, trong Chuyén Nghé, noi c6 ca Cong st Darles cling du khoa nay. Darles 1a mot trong
" Baéc ky tir hung " (4c) : " Nhat Pac (Darles), nhi Ke (Eckert), tam Be (Wintrebert), tr Bich (Bride)
" (Bride la Chanh &n phién xtt Phan B§1 Chau nam 1925).

Sach tham khao

- Pai nam thue luc chinh bién. Ban dich cua Vién st hoc Ha No1, 1962 - 70.

Doumer Paul, L'Indo-Chine frangaise, Souvenirs Paris : Vuibert & Nony, 1905.

Ngb Vi Lién, Nomenclature des Communes du Tonkin. Ha Noi : L& Vin tan, 1928.

Nguyen Tuan, Chuyén Nghé. Ha Noé1 : Tac pham moi, 1986.

Tran Van Giap, " Luoc khao vé Khoa ctr Viét Nam ", Khai Tri Tién Puc tip san sé 2 & 3, Ha Noi,
Janvier-Juin 1941.

Bai nay viét xong tir nam 1989, hai nam sau t61 dugc mot ngudi ban sao chup cho tap Lugc khao
vé Khoa ctr Viét Nam (trich trong Tap san Khai Tri Tién Ptrc, ciing xuat ban ndm 1941) cta Tran Van
Giap.

Diéu dang chi y 1a dé twa 10 chiéc anh cua Salles, ong Giap viét :



" Ky niém thi Nam khoa, Thanh Thai Giap Ngo va Pinh Dau (1894-1897) " .

C6 1& 6ng Giap phan van khong ro Salles phai hay Cao Xuan Duc dung nén dng dé tén ca hai khoa,
méc dau anh chi chup c6 mét khoa va cac khao quan ciing chi dugc dé cur ra cho mot khoa ma thoi, dé
tén ca hai khoa cho mdt 16 anh chup mot khoa nhu thé khong on.

Phu dé ctia bai nay trude 1a : " Nguyén Khuyén hay Cao Xudn Duc ? " nay xin stra lai 1 : " Dong
ST Vinh hay Cao Xuan Dyc ? " vi Nguyén Khuyén chi 13 Phé Cha khao khoa 1894.



Chwong IV - TU XUONG CO PI THI CHU QUOC NGU HAY
KHONG ?

bay la mot loat ba bai dang trong Thé Ky 21 dé tranh luan véi ong Bang Vil vi dng cho rang Ta
Xuong c6 di thi chir qubc ngir :

Pia vi chit qubc ngit va chir Phap hoi dau thé ky XX.

Ta Xuong co thi chit qudc ngit hay khong ?

Ai cing dau ?

I - Khoa ctr thot cai cach

Pia vi chit quoc ngit va chir Phap hoi dau thé ky XX

Sau khi chinh phyc nudce ta bang vii luc, Phép nghién ctru phep cai tri cua " dan ban x{r ", nhan
thiy quyén hanh nim ca trong tay vua quan. Cau hoi ho dat ra luc ay 1a nén gitt hay nén bo ché do cli?
Sau khi thir di tinh lai, ho quyet dinh duy tri trat tu co san, chi " chit b4t tay chan " nha vua dé giam
sttc phan khang cua triéu dinh bang cach tudc hét quyén hanh cua cac quan, bién bon nay thanh nhu:ng
nguoi thira hanh ménh 1€nh cta ho, do do6 Khoa cur dugc tiép tuc to chure. Pé to ra " nudc me " van
quan tAm dén van dé khai hoa " dan ban x(t " va ciing thé theo 16 yéu cau ctia mot sd tri thirc cua ta,
nha nude Bao hd dua ra nhitng dé nghi cai cach Khoa ctr.

Theo Bang Vii (Thé ky 21, s6 14) thi nghi dinh cai cach do Toan quyén Doumer ky tir 6/6/1898.
To1 chua duge doc nghi dinh nay (1) song t61 nghi chinh n6 1a cha dé ra dao du Thanh Thai nam tha
XVIII (1906) bat cac Thi sinh phai thi mon chir Phap ké tir 1903 theo Doumer, ké tir 1907 theo Thanh
Thai. Tai sao phai doi 8 ndm triéu dinh ta méi " bién " duoc nghi dinh ctia Doumer thanh sac duy ? -
C6 thé do si phu nhao nhao phan ddi va triéu dinh ciing nhan thdy kho 1ong thuc hién néi chinh 1énh
ctia Doumer trong mdt thoi gian qua ng?n cho nén sau khi ban ra tan vao, triéu dinh mdi quyét dinh,
nam 1906, thanh 1ap mot Hoi dong Hoc vu dé quy dinh phép hoc va phép thi, b?t dau ap dung tir ndm
1907. Nhu thé c6 nghia 1a nhitng khoa thi Huong nam 1900, 1903, 1906 van dugc to chirc y nhu ci,
chit Han van chiém dija vi doc ton.

Vé phép thi Hwong, Hoi dong quyét dinh nhu sau :

Ky 1 : (cling goi 1a truong 1) : 5 dao van sach hoi vé luan ly, su, dia, luat, chinh tri, viét béng chir
Han,

Ky 2 : 3 bai luan quéc ngtt (van, su, dia, cach tri).

Ky 3 : 2 bai chitr Phap :

- 1 bai chir Phép dich ra quoc ngir,

- 1 bai chir Han dich ra chir Phap.

Ky 4 = Phuac hach :

- 1 luan chir Han,

- 1 ludn chir quéc ngir,

- 1 bai chir Phap dich ra chir Han.

(Pai nam dién 18, tr. 397).

Ta nhan thiy mdi khoa van chi c6 bén ky nhu thudong 16, nhung ké tir nay chit qudc ngir va chir
Phap déu 12 nhitng mon thi b?t budc nhur chit Han.

Ta ciing nhan thdy chit Nom khong duoc nhac dén. Chir Nom tuy duoc dit ra tir 1au va da cong
hién cho nén vin hoc nudc nha nhirng ang van tho bat hu, song trir mot vai truong hop dac biét nhu
dudi thoi Mac Mau Hop, dé muc ky dé tir khoa Tién si ndm 1565 13 mot bai phu Nom (2) va dudi



thoi Quang Trung, ky thi Huong 6 Ngh¢ An khoa 1789 bai lam viét bang chit Nom tuy dau bai van
bang chit Han - Nguyen Thlep tirc La Son Phu tir [am Dé diéu (3) - con thi chit Nho van chiém dia vi
doc ton, thir nhat dudi triéu Nguyén. Nha nuéc phong kién coi chit Han mdi di nghiém tic dé " chd
dao " , dé ban nhitng van dé " kinh bang t& thé ", chir Ném chi duoc dung nhitng luc giai tri, vui choi
ngau hu'ng, tuy€t nhién khong dugce c6 mat trong cac ky thi, bo1 Khoa ctr kén ngudi ra gdnh vac nhirng
viéc " qudc gia dai sy " nén khong dung dén thtr chit " ném na mach qué " ay !

Trén nguyén tac, chuong trinh cai cach s€ duogc ap dung tir ndm 1907, song trung binh ba ndm mai
cO6 mot khoa thi, ma ndm 1906 vira trung vo1 Khoa thi Hrong ndm Binh Ngo, nén chi co thé thuc su ap
dung cai cach vao khoa ké tiép, nam 1909, trir phi ¢6 an khoa, tirc 1a mét khoa ngoai 1€ duoc t6 chirc
vao nhitng dip vui mimg dic biét nhu vua mdi 1én ngdi chang han. Nam 1907 qua vua Duy Tan 18n ké
vi vua cha Thanh Thai vira bi ha b¢, song t61 khong nghe no1 ¢6 an khoa nao trong dip nay.

Pang 1& quyét dinh cua Hoi dong dugc 4p dung ké tir 1909, nhung c6 thé vi si phu phan ddi hay vi
chinh quyén nhan théy kh¢é long thuc hién dugc nén dén nim 1908 lai thanh lap théem mot Ho1 déng Cai
cach Hoc vu (Conseil de Perfectionnement de lenseignement indigéne) sira lai nhitng quyét dinh nim
1906 cua Ho1 d@)ng Hoc vu nhu sau :

a) Thi Huong

Ky 1 : 5 dao van sach,

Ky 2 : 2 bai luan chit Han,

Ky 3 : 3 bai luan chit qudc ngi.

Trung ky 1 mé1 duoc vao thi ky 2, trang ky 2 md1 duoc vao thi ky 3, tring ca ba ky, ai tinh nguyén
thi chit Phap s& dich mot bai chit Phap ra chit qudc ngit, ai khong thi khong b?t budc.

Ky 4 = Phtic hach :

1 bai luan chir Han (kinh str)

1 bai luan chix quéc nglr (cach tri, dia du, su)

b) Thi Hoi

Ky 1 : 7 dao van (kinh, truyén (4), Nam str, B?c str, Thai tay liét qudc s, cach tri, dia du, luat
nudce nha).

Ky2:

1 bai chiéu du

1 bai thu sé

1 biéu van (5)

ca 3 déu bang chir Han, van kim

Ky3:

1 luan bang chit Han

1 luan chir qubc ngir

Ky 4 : 7 dao sach van (dia du, chinh tri Pong duong, chinh tri nudc ta, nhan vat nudc ta, hién
chuong sau B9, thoi vu) (6).

Ta nhin thay 1an ndy thi Hrong c6 thém mét ky dic biét danh cho nhirng ai tinh nguyén thi chi
Phap. Céu tho " Bén ky tron ven, thém ky nira " ¢6 phai da dugc Ta Xuong viét sau khi co quyet dinh
nay khong ? - Chic chan 12 khong, boi vi nha tho d¢3 mat ngay tir nim trude (1907), ta chi co thé phong
doan rang tuy dy tinh cai cach dén 1908 mdi chinh thirc céng bd, song dan chiing di dugc nghe phong
thanh tir trudce.

Sau khi céng bd, chuwong trinh cai cach co duoc triét dé ap dung khong ? Toi thu thap duoc day du
chi tiét hai khoa thi Huwong 1909 va thi Hoi 1910, xin chép ca ra déy :

a) Thi Huong khoa 1909, truong Ha Nam (7)



5/11/1909

Ky 1 : 5 dao van sach (tu than, ngii ludn, Nghiéu Thuan va Khong Tir, Khoa cir Trung quoc va
Khoa ctr tho1 nha L€, phép cai tri Bong Duong).

Ky 1 ¢6 3068 Thi sinh, 934 nguoi dd, dugc phép thi ky 2.

5/11/1909

Ky 2 : 2 bai luan chit Han (kinh, str)

408 nguoi do, dugc du thi ky 3.

2/12/1909

Ky 3 : 3 bai luan qubc ngit (van, dia du, khoa hoc va tinh dd).

261 nguoi dd, duoc vao Phuc hach.

8/12/1909

Ky thi dic biét danh cho nhirng ai tinh nguyén thi chit Phap. Dé muc 1a mot bai chit Phap don gian,
dich ra chit qubc ngir.

32 ngudi thi, 20 ngudi do.

11/12/1909

Ky 4 = Phuc hach :

1 bai luan chir Han

1 bai luan chit qudc ngit

déu hoi vé dao tri nuée.

Ly d6 50 Cir nhan va 150 Ta tai

16/12/1909

Yét bang va 18 Xudng danh.

b) Thi Hoi khoa 1910 (8)

Ky 1 : 10 dao van sach (cht khong phai 7) hoi vé kinh, truyén, Nam su, B?c str. Chi lam 6 bai
cling du, ai gioi mudn lam nhiéu hon cang t6t.

Ky2:

1 bai chiéu du

1 s6, tAu

1 biéu

ca 3 déu bang chir Han, van kim
Ky3:

1 bai luan chitr Han

2 bai luan qubc ngit (dau bai bang chit Han, bai lam viét qubc ng).

Ky 4 : 10 dao van héi sach hoi vé Thai tay, cach tri, dia du nudc nha, nhan vat nudc nha va thoi

su.

Ai triing ca ba ky dau va tinh nguyén thi chit Phap s& dich mot bai chit Phép ra qudc ngir. Pau bai

s& do tdoa Kham st ra, chon mot dudng quan (quan 16n) ¢ kinh, ngudi Viét hiéu chit Phap cham. Theo

Quéc Triéu Ping Khoa Luyc thi cac khoa thi Hoi ndm 1901, 1904 va 1907 van duoc t6 chirc nhu ci,
nghia la chit Han chiém dija vi doc ton.

Tom lai hai khoa thi Hrong nam 1909 va thi Ho1 nam 1910 dich thuc 1a hai khoa dau tién ap dung
chuong trinh cai cach nhu da chua rd trong Qubc Triéu Pang Khoa Lyuc va Concours triennal du
Tonkin, 1909 (9). Ta thdy chitr qudc ngit nay duoc ning 1én dia vi ngang véi chit Han, chir Phap méi
chi 1a mén thi phy, " tinh nguyén " chtr khong b?t budc. Theo Robert de la Susse (10) thi dén khoa
1912 chit Phap van chi 1a mén tinh nguyén. Vé qudc ngit, khoa trude (1909) dau bai ra bang chit Han,
Thi sinh cling 1am bai bang chir Han r6i phién am ra qudc ngir khién nhitng ai khong biét chit Han doc



khong hiéu (11), ky ndy dé muc ra thing bing qudc ngir.

Phai doi dén khoa 1915, theo Tran Van Giap chit Phap méi trd nén mot mon thi b2t budc vao ky
dé tam. Tiéng goi 1a mon thi b?t budc nhung chit Phép lic Ay chua thé sanh ngang v&i chir Han, Thi
sinh chi phai dich mdt bai chit quéc ngir ra chit Phap chir chua du kha ning viét mot bai trang giang
dai hdi nhu khi viét luan chir Han.

N6i vy khoéng co nghia 1 tiéng Phap lac dau khéng duoc " dan ban xi " hoan nghénh, da co
nguot tir hoan nghénh di dén kham | phuc sat dat, d& nghi nén dung " tiéng Phap 1am qudc vin " va vt
b6 tiéng ta di. Trong Nam Phong so 22 (1919) Thuong Chi (Pham Quynh) dé trich lai lap luan cua mot
" thire gia " (12) : " Noi thuong tiéc tiéng An Nam vén 14 hay 1am, nhung mot tiéng nghéo nan kém coi
nhu tleng An Nam minh thwong sao cho dang ? Chi bang ta li¢u s6m ma bo di, ma theo hoc mot thir
tiéng rat hay, rat dep, rat cao thugng, rat hoan toan 1a tiéng Phap.. .Tiéng An Nam ta khong du dung,
khong biét con tap luyén den bao gio méi thanh dugc mdt thr tiéng hoan toan ? Tiéng Phap khong doi
ta tap luyén da 1a mot tiéng hoan toan...Ta théng déng duoc véi miy trim triéu nguoi trén thé gidi,
chang hon 1a dung tleng An Nam chi ngét 20 triéu ngudi hiéu duoc ma thoi.. Hién tinh khong nhiing
Nam ky ma ngay & Bic ky pham bon thuwong luu giao thiép voi nhau toan dung tiéng Phap ca ; tleng An
Nam khong ai bao bo ma tu nhién cung bo, vi dung no khong tién bang tiéng Phap...Khong may nol ma
ca xa hoi ta s€ dung tiéng Phap 1am cai tiéng pho thong. D6 1a két qua tu nhién ctia Tay hoc, dau khong
muon cting khong dugec...To1 co thang con nho tir thud biét ndi t6i cho vao hoc truong Ty, ndi thuan
tiéng Tay ; nay n6 khong n6i mét ti tiéng ta ndo nita ". Poc ma bang hoang. Di nhién Thuong Chi di
phan d6i tirng diém cai dé nghi ky quic ctia 6ng TAy da vang ndy.

Vé phan chir quéc ngit thi ngay tir budc dau da chiém duoc mot dia vi kha quan trong cac khoa thi,
tuy chua danh bat dugc chir Nho ra ngoai. Tuy thé, dan chung lai khéng " nhat tri ". Trir nhitng bac
sang suot nhr TranQuy Cap hay nhém " Pong Kinh Nghia Thyc " v.v.. .dé cao chit qubc ngir, phan
dong van bao thu, khinh bi thir chir do cac giao si ngoai quoc dat ra. Py 1a thanh phén tri thirc, nguoi
dan qué xem ra lai con bao tha hon, néu ta dwa vao may bai dang trong Nam Phong :

Nguyén Tat Té, Tri phi My buc, trong Nam Phong s6 21, viét : " Trong 100 nguoi co dén 60
nguoi co thé mi¢ng doc tay viét duoc (chr Nho) trén dudi thong dung thanh ra chir ban quoc Nhiéu
khi t6i bao Tong su day tré thuan bang quoc ngtr cho chong thi bd me dem ngay con di tim thay khéc.
Hoi ¢6 sao, nguoi ta dap : " Qudc ngir mat dau, chit no ra chit kia, néu khong hoc Nho, ch?c sau con
chau 1an ca tén ong vai.. .Thay truong Phap Viét mo ra ciing biét cho con hoc d6 thi dé kiém an, ngit vi
nha nghéo, mot quyén " lecture " (tip doc) gia 7 hao, d?t hon 4 quyén T truyén (T thu), mot tap glay
Tay gia hao rudi, d?t bang 100 t& gidy Nam ; minh 1am m hoi, nurdc m?t nira nim troi khong du tién
gui con vao truong hoc mot thang, danh cho con hoc Nho vay, dé bién ky viéc nha " (13).

Tran Duy Nhit, (Nam Phong s6 47) dat cau hoi : "Tai sao ma su qudc dan gido duc khong c6 co
tién bo 2 ". Theo tac gia thi phan d6ng cho " hoc quéc ngir 12 vo dung ". Chi vi nghi dinh b2t ngudi ra
1am Téng Ly phai biét chir quoc ngir nén khi nao s?p di lam ho s&€ hoc rut. Ho néi " Hoc lam quai gi
chr co quam mach qué ay ? Chir Thanh hién nao lai c6 chir thanh thé ? Thanh nao lai diy nham nhi
nhirng con cua, con oc ay ? den dan ba, tré con ciing thira biét nira 13 " (14). Boi nhitng nguo1 nay don
gian nghi rang hoc chir quoc ngir hleu ngay, khong phai hoc nghia nhu chtr Nho, nén cho rang khong
kho, khong hoc cting biét, khong can hoc, va tin tudng rang " hoc qudc ngu thi dén gia doi ciing khong
lam gi dugc ". Pén khin vai t6 tién ciing dung chir Nho, s¢' chir Nom sai lac, gia pha, chac thu, van tu,
vian té, don tir déu bang chir Nho. Khi nha cam quyén cudng ép b2t ho cho con em di hoc chir quic
ngit hay chit Phap thi c6 ngudi " coi chd hoc dudng hau nhu gidm that, ma cho di hoc 1a mdt cai toi,
phai b?t bo, phai chay bay médi dugc tha ra " (15).

Ngudi dan qué hoi dau thé ky ton trong chir Han khong c6 gi la bai Khoa cir chi mdi bi bai bo tir



nam 1919, nhung dén 1970 ma ho van ton trong Chﬁ‘ Nho thi qua 1a diéu dang cho ta luu y. NguyénVin
Xuan, trong Phong Trao Duy Tan (1970) Viét 6 thén qué hién nay, d6i noi van con cai tyc trong
chir thanh hién, nguoi ta dung bat ky thtr gidy qudc ngir, Tay, My de bién thanh gidy vé sinh, nhung
gidy ¢6 chit Nho thi tuyét nhién khong bao gio ! " (16), mac dau khi 4y chit qudc ngir da chiém mot dia
vi vuot xa chit Han. Cho nén ndi rang dao Nho thadm nhdp c6t tuy cua dan ta khong phai 1a néi ngoa
vay.

Chatenay-Malabry thang 8, 1990

(Thé Ky 21, s6 18, thang 10, 1990)

Chu thich

(1) - Phan Ké Binh, (Viét Nam Phong Tuc), Tran Van Giap (Khai Tri Tién Puc Tap san so 2 va 3)
déu khong da dong dén nghi dinh ctia P. Doumer chi ¢6 Pai Nam Pién Lé (tr. 369) nh?c t&i " nghi dinh
ctia Thong st Bac ky "

(2) - Tran Lé Sang, Phung Kh?c Hoan, Ha Noi, 1985, tr. 30.

(3) - Nguyén Trong Thuit, " Van dé& qudc van ", Nam Phong s 182, 3-1933, tr. 271.

(4) - Kinh = nhiing 101 giang ddy ctia Khong Tir & phan dau cac kinh sach.

Truyén = nhitng 15i giang giai thém ctia mén dé Khong Tt & phan cudi kinh sach.

(5) - Chiéu = 101 vua ban cho than dén.

Biéu = bai vin ctia thin dan dang 1én vua dé bay to diéu gi.

Sé = to diéu tran dang 1én vua.

(6) - Nguyén Si Giac, dich gia, Pai Nam Pién L&, Saigon : Vién Pai Hoc Saigon, 1962.

(7 & 9) - Concours triennel du Tonkin, 1909. Hanoi-Haiphong : nha in Extréme-Orient, tr. 7 "
Cette ¢épreuve (facultative) de frangais, de méme que la troisieéme épreuve de langue annamite était
une innovation car dans les précédents concours toutes les compositions étaient rédigées en chinois "
(Ky thi chtr Phap (tinh nguyén) nay cung nhu ky thi trudng ba bang chit quéc ngir 1a mot diéu moi la
vi trong cac khoa thi trudc, tit ca moi bai 1am déu viét bang chir Han).

(8) - Cao Xuan Duyc, Qudc Triéu Piang Khoa Luc, dich gia L& Manh Liéu. Saigon : B6 Quéc Gia
Gié4o Duc, 1962.

(10) - Robert de la Susse, " Les concours littéraires en Annam ", Revue Indochinoise N°2, 1913.

(11) - Mot s6 ngudi Phap biét qube ngit duoc cir ra phu gitip quan chim trudng.

12 - Thuong Chi (Pham Quynh) " Chit Phap c6 1am quéc van Annam dugce khong ? ", Nam Phong
50 22, 4-1919, tr. 279-86.

13 - Nguyén TAt T&, " Ban vé viéc hoc cua quéc dan. Chir Nho c6 bo dugc khong ? ", Nam Phong
s6 21, 3-1919, tr. 197-201.

14 - Tran Duy Nhat, " Tai sao ma su quéc dan gido duc khong c6 co tiénbo 2 ", Nam Phong sb 47,
5-1921. Tr. 386-405.

15 - Nguyén Van Xuan, Phong Trao Duy T4n, Saigon : La B6i,1970.

I - Ta Xuong c6 thi chir quoc ngit hay khong ?

Thé Ky 21, s6 20, dang bai " Tir nghi dinh Doumer 1898 dén du Thanh Thai 1906 " ctia nha nghién
ctru Bang Vil ham ¥ trach t6i dd " phong doan " Ta Xuong chi " nghe phong thanh " chuyén céi cach
khoa cir khi viét cau tho :

" Bén ky tron ven, thém ky nira "

Néu trong bai " Dia vi chit qudc ngir va chit Phap hdi dau thé ky XX " (Thé ky 21, sb 18) t6i chi
luogc lai nhitng tai li€u t61 da doc thi nay xin trich thém dé chung té chi tr nam 1909 ta méi thi chir
quéc ngu.

Trich : " Le concours triennal du Tonkin pour 1909 a eu lieu a Nam DPinh du 6 novembreau 16



décembre, dans les conditions déterminées par larrét du 30 mars 1908 " (Khoa thi Hwong & B?c ky
nam 1909 tai truong Nam Dinh b?t ddu ngay 6/11 va két thic ngiy 16/12, to chirc theo nghi dinh ngay
30/3/1908).

Sau cai twa dai dong dén phan trich lai nghi dinh do J. Morel ky tai Ha N61 ngay 30/3/1908, dugc
Bonhoure duyét va ky ngay 3/4/1908. Ta thay mdi khoa gom bén ky thi b?t budc, trong d6 c6 mén thi
quic ngir, va thém mot ky thi tinh nguyén chir Phap. Bai vo s€ dugc chim tir 0 dén 20 diém.

Tiép d6 1a bai dién vin ctia vién Thdng st B?¢ ky Simoni doc bang tiéng Phap va dugc An sat
tinh Nam Dinh doc lai bﬁng cht Han, trong c6 cau :

" Grace au qudc ngir, la pensée occidentale peut étre rapidement diffusée au Tonkin dans toutes
les classes de la population. Ce concours comprendra donc une épreuve de langue annamite.

Avant peu dannées, tous les Annamites cultivés auront a coeur de parler le langage de la nation
qui les protege ; cest en vue de préparer cet avenir prochain quune épreuve de langue frangaise
facultative a eté inscrite au nouveau programme "

(Nho chir qubc ngit, nhirng ludng tu tudng Tay phuong sé& co thé truyen ba nhanh chéng & B?c ky
dén moi tang 16p dan ching. Vi vay khoa nay gom c6 mot ky thi bang quéc ngir.

Chang bao 14y, tat ca thanh phan tri thirc An Nam s€ thich tha sir dung tleng cua nha nu¢c Bao ho,
chinh vi dé chuan bi cho mdt twong lai gan ddy ma mot bai thi tinh nguyén bang chir Phap da duoc ghi
vao chuong trinh méi).

Sau bai dién vin dén chi tiét cac dé muc khoa 1909 nhu toi da chép trong Thé ky 21, s 18. V&
mén thi chir Phip c6 mdt cau tuy da trich ky trudc, nay xin trich lai vi nd noi rat rd :

" Cette épreuve facultative de francais, de méme que la troisieme épreuve de langue annamite
ctait une innovation car dans les précedents concours toutes les compositions etaient redigées en
chinois ". Ky thi chir Phap (tinh nguyén) nay cting nhu ky thi truong ba bang chit quc ngit 1a mot didu
moi la vi trong cac khoa thi truoc tit ca moi bai viét déu bang chi Han).

Cho rang mot tai liéu ndy chua di dé tin, t6i xin néu thém Qudc Triéu Ping Khoa Luc cta Cao
Xuan Duc :

" Khoa Canh Tuét, nién hiéu Duy Tan thtr tu (1910) " (tirc 12 Khoa thi Hoi theo lién v&i khoa thi
Huong 1909).

L¢ thi khoa nay d6i dinh nhu sau :

Ky d¢ nhit : 10 dao van sach v.v...(nhu di chép trong Thé Ky 21, s6 18)...Khi chAm bai ddi phan
ra diém (1) ké tir 0 dén 20 diém, quyén nao 10 diém tro 1én 1a hang trang...

Ky dé tam viét riéng bai luan chtr Nho ra mot quyén, bai lun chix quoc nglt ra mot quyen bang
glay tay. Sau khi nop quyeén do Vién Dé Tuyén soan clng mot hiéu, nhu quyén chir Nho danh s6 " giap
nhat hiéu " thi quyén qudc nglr cting hiéu " giap nhat hiéu " r6i méi roc phach ca (2).

Quyén chit Nho chiéu 1é cac khoa trudc, ctng do cac vién lai phong viét ngay ng?n phan minh ra
roi dé giao cac quan trudng cham (3). Quyén qubc ngir khong phai sao ra nhu chir Nho, giao ngay cho
cac quan truong chim.

...Céc khoéan khac déu theo 16 cii .

Néu khoa 1910 khong phai 1a khoa dau tién cai cach thi Hoi thi Cao Xuin Duc da khong danh t&i
bbn trang rudi dé ghi chu nhitng chi tiét khoa ndy. Ctr xem nhitng khoa trudc va sau khoa Canh Tuét
cling thdy 16 :

-- Khoa 1913 : Cao Xuan Duyc chi danh chua day nira trang dé ghi nhirng diém dang luu ¥ cua khoa
ndy , ¢6 hai chd lién quan dén cai cach :

1) Cac Céng si 1am van thi ky d¢ nhat va dé tir d6i dung 5 dao vin sach thi...

2) Nguyén 1¢ trude dau bai qudc ngit ra bang chit Han, nay Toa Kham st ban xin ra dau bai ciing



bang qudc ngir...(4).

-- Khoa 1907 : nhiing dic diém khoa nay chi gdm von ven c6 miy dong : " Ky thi Hoi nay vién Str
quan Tong tai Cao Xuan Duc tAu xin, dugc Vua ung, cho cic Cong si vao thi dong vi 1511 16n chu
khong chia vi Giap, At nhu trudce (nguyén 18 trude cac Cong si quan tir Quang Binh tr¢ vé Nam thi
vao vi Giap, cac Cong si quén ty tinh Ha Tinh tré ra B?c thi vao vi At (5).

Ca Qudc Triéu Pang Khoa Luc va Le concours triennal...déu cung ghi ti mi, nhung voi tu cach mot
ngudi da ting nhiéu phen 1am khao quan, Cao Xuén Duc chu trong den phép chdm thi, con tac gia cudn
Le concours triennal...thi quan sat vo1 con m?t mot nguo1 ngoai qudc nén ghi chép day du cac dé muc,
ngay thi, s6 Thi sinh va s6 Tan khoa.. .Mbi ngudi nhin theo mot khia canh, rap ca hai lai ta c6 mot cai
nhin khé r6 vé hai khoa cai cach dau tién.

Mdt bang chiing nita t6 ra khoa 1909 mdi b?t dau thi qudc ngir 12 con s6 Thi sinh truong Ha Nam
khoa nay sut han di.

Theo Nguyén Tuan (Chuyén Nghé) thi

Khoa 1891 c6 9000 nguoi du

Khoa 1894 ¢6 11000 nguoi du

(Le Petit Journal sb 245 : ¢6 60 ngudi dd)

Trong But Nghién (trang 190) Chu Thién dua ra nhitng con 86 sau :

Khoa 1889 c6 7760 nguoi

Khoa 1891 ¢6 9772 nguoi

Khoa 1894 c6 11872 nguoi

Theo Doumer

Khoa 1897 c¢6 10000 nguoi

Theo Le concours triennal...thi

Khoa 1909 chi con c6 3068 Thi sinh.

T61 nght s¢ di Thi sinh truong Ha Nam khoa 1909 st han di vi khoa nay céc thay khoa 1an dau
phai thi quoc ngir (chir Phap 1a mon tinh nguyén nén khong ké) c6 nhiéu nguot khong chiu hoc chir
quoc ngir boi quoc ngir do cac giao s Tay phuong dat ra nén nhiéu nha Nho thiéu cam tinh véi quéc
ngir, cho hoc quoc ngir la " vong ban ", la " vong ngoai " v.v...tha bo han thi ctr. (Pay 1a mdt hi sinh to
16n vi cac théy Khoa tron do1 di hoc ch1 cot thi dd ra 1am quan, nay bo thi tirc 13 ¢?t hét duong tién
thu).

Nguoc lai, nhitng khoa cubi thé ky 19, con s6 Thi sinh truong Ha Nam lai tang vot hén lén chi vi
s1 tr nghe phong thanh (6) s€ co cai cach nay mai nén d6 x0 nhau di thi vdt miy khoa cudi. Trung binh
s6 nguoi thi méi truong tir 3000 dén 5000, dic biét trudng Ha Nam dong dao hon vi hop thi hai
truong Ha N6i va Nam DPinh. Tai sao lai hgp thi va phai & Nam Pinh ? Nhu t61 da trinh bay trong bai
" Ai 1am chu khao truong Ha Nam khoa Pinh Dau ? " (Thé Ky 21, s6 2) trudng Ha Noi bi linh Phap
chiém, phai dong cira, khoa cudi cua trudong Ha 1a khoa 1879.

Pén nim 1884, trudng Nam Pinh bi quin Phap dot chua stra sang kip, lai nhan st ttr mién B?¢ ndo
loan phan dbi hoa u6c Giap Than (Patendtre), nha cam quyén b2t cac Thi sinh ca hai truong phai vao
Thanh Ho4 hop thi, khod nay goi 1a " Khod Thanh ", chi c6 trén 2000 nguoi du.

Mai dén 1886, khi vua Pong Khanh 1én ngoi mi cho hai truomg Ha Noi va Nam Dinh hop thi &
Nam Dinh, sau vi loan lac thanh 1&. Ta thudng dung 1an 16n " trudng Nam Dinh " v&i " trudng Ha Nam
" néu mudn phan biét rd thi " truong Nam Pinh " tré vao cai trudng bang gach ngdi ¢ ngoai thanh
Nam, con " truong Ha Nam " tré vao dam si tir cua hai trudng Ha N6i va Nam Dinh hop thi tai truong
Nam Dinh.

Theo nha nghién ciru Bang Vi thi " cac thi nghiém dem qudc ngit va chit Phap vao cac ky thi chi



xay ra don doc tai trudng thi Nam Dinh ", nhitng chi tiét toi dua ra trén day déu thudc truong Ha Nam,
nhu thé khong ¢ gi 1a khong o6n.

T6i khong dugc ré nha nghién ciru Bang Vi dya vao tai liéu nao khi viét truong Nam 1a " thi diém
doc nhat " 2 Theo Robert de la Susse thi chuwong trinh cai cach duoc ap dung cung mét luc ca & mién
Trung.

Ngay trang ddu Robert de la Susse dd noi rd ong chi cho biét nhitng chi tiét & cac truong mién
Trung chtr khéng viét vé truong Nam Pinh : " La note qui va suivre...ne vise que les concours ayant
lieu en Annam. Je ne suis donc entré dans aucun détail concernant le concours de Nam Pinh ".

Trang 4 viét vé trudng thi & Hué : " Le concours se compose de quatre epreuves...des
dissertations en caracteres, des sujets de qubc ngir obligatoires et un sujet de francais facultatif
encore en 1912 ". (Khoa thi gom bon truong...chit Han va chir quc ngu’ la nhu’ng mon thi b?t bude,
chir Phap mii dén 1912 ciing van con 12 mon thi tinh nguyén). Chit " encore " ching t6 trudc khoa
1912, it nhat ciing co mot khoa ma chir Phap 1a mén thi tinh nguyén ¢ treong Thira Thién.

VAn dé kho giai quyét 1a biét rang dén 1909 méi bat dau thi qudc ngir va Ta Xuong mat tir hai nam
trude (1907) tai sao lai c6 bai " Ciing di thi " khién nguoi doc c6 thé hiéu T4 Xwong da thi qudc ngit
o

Cling di thi

Tap ténh nguoi di, to cling di,

Ciing 1éu, ciing chong, ciing di thi.

Tién chin c¢6 mat hai dong chan,

So bung thdy khong mot chit gi !

Loc nudc con mong thém giai ngach ;

Phuac nha may dugc sach truong quy.

Bon ky tron ven thém ky nita, (7)

A, 6, u, 0, ngon but chi.

Poc bai niy ta ¢ thé hiéu, trong mot khoa nao d6 khoéng chua rd, Ta Xuong da thi ca nim truong,
trong ¢6 mon thi quéc ngir, va lan nay dac bi¢t duoc " sach trudong quy ". Dya vao bai tho, nha nghién
ctru Bang Vii d3 phan d6i khi t6i phong doan rang Ta Xuong chi " nghe phong thanh " chuyén cai cach,
va viét : " T6i luon ludn kinh trong Tu Xuong va nghi 6ng khong phai con nguoi nhin " vo dua " ra "
v6 dira ". TUr trude t6i nay, cac nha nghién ctru da c6 ché Tu Xuong vé mot s6 mit, nhung tuyét nhién
chua thdy ai trach nha tho hién thuc ndy " nghe phong thanh " mét su viéc rdi g?n viée d6 vao ban
chan ong. Su viéc ong dy mot ky thi Heong " bon ky tron ven ", lai de¢o " thém ky nira ", 6ng da trung
thuc ghi nhan nhu cac van ban xua cli nhét d3 sao chép ".

Trudce hét, dbi voi toi, " nhitng van ban xua cii nhat " chua han di chic chan sat v6i nguyén ban
nhat. Néu qua thé thi cdc hoc gia Pong TAy con mat cong nghién ctru moi van ban dé hiéu dinh lam gi
o

Thém nira, vi " kinh trong " Ta Xuong ma tin 6ng da " trung thyc ghi nhan "...theo t61 1a mot 1ap
ludn dya trén tinh cam, khong phai trén nhitng bang ching cu thé.

Vi nha nghién ctru Bang Vi tin ch?c ch?n Ta Xuong di di thi qudc ngit, bang vao bai tho " Ciing di
tht ", ta chi viéc xét trong ba khoa thi Hwrong Tt Xuong da dy sau khi nghi dinh Doumer ra do1 va
trudc khi nha tho mit (ciing dwa vao van tho cta TG Xuong) xem c6 khoa ndo nha tho thi ca nim ky,
lai " sach truong quy " hay khong thi biét. Ba khoa ay 1a 1900, 1903 va 1906. Toi da soat lai, néu Tua
Xuong di thi tir ndam 15 tudi thi dén 1906 1a vira ding tam khoa, trir phi c6 4n khoa. Ba khoa ké trén
cung duodi thoi Thanh Thai va theo cac tai li¢u té1 duoc doc thi khong c6 an khoa nao.

-- Khoa 1900 bi loai ngay vong dau, nhd nhitng chi tiét rat rd rét trong bai " Pha hong thi khoa



Canh Ty " (1900). Bai nay kha dai, ti chi xin trich nhitng cau c6 lién quan dén van dé thi hong cua Ta
Xuong,
" Nam vua Thanh Thai mudi hai (1900)

Lal mo khoa thi My Trong.

Ky dé tam van da viét roi,

Béang d¢ tir chua ra da ngong.

Nao ngo

Bang nho thiy tén,

Ngoai ham con trong. ..

Tuc 1a khoa nay T Xuong chi vao dugc dén tam truong 1a hong.. Khi xem bang dé vao thi ky dé
tir thi thiy tén minh trén " bang nho ". Tén néu l1én " bang nhd " c6 nghia 1a khong nhitng T Xuwong
khéng " sach truong quy " ma con pham trudng quy va 16i rat ning, 16i nhe chi bi danh hong théi,
khong bi néu tén ra bang con. Vira bi pham truong quy, vira khong dugc thi ky dé¢ tir, di nhién khong
phai TG Xuong viét bai " Ciing di thi " nam 1900.

-- Khoa 1903, Quy Mao, xin xem bai :

Phan ham duyén 6i

Trach minh phan ham lai duyén 6i,

Pd sudt hai trudng, hong mot toi !

"Té" doira" Cao " ma chd thé !

"Kién " trongra " Tiép " hoi Troi oi...

Theo Bao Van, vi thi hong mai, nim 1903 T Xuong d6i chit 16t " Té Xuong " ra " Cao Xwong "
nhung van hong (8).

Cau " D4 sudt hai truong, hong mot t6i " cho thiy T Xuong hong ngay tir truong hai vi da nham
chit " Kién " voi chir " Tiép ", nhu thé tc 13 TG Xwong khong thi 5 truong va ciing khong " sach
truong quy " khoa 1903.

-- Khoa 1906 (Binh Ngo). Ai ciing biét Ta Xuwong 1an dan véi thi cir chi vi khong thudc trudng
quy, nho cau tho :

" Tam khoa chua khéi pham truong quy ! "

(Budn vi hong thi)

Céu nay cho thdy it nhat khoa thir 8, Ta Xuong lai pham trudng quy mdt 1an nita, ma khoa thtr tam
chinh la khoa Binh Ngo (1906) vi Tt Xuong chi thi tit ca c6 8 khoa.

Neu cho rang 14p luin nay khong virng, va tin la Ta Xuong da thi ca nam truong va " sach truong
quy " khoa nay, vay thi mdt ngudi " noi tiéng tai hoa " nhu Ta Xuong, 18 ra khong dd Cir nhan, cung
phai dd Tu tai, du 1a TG tai doi bang nhu nim 1894, dang nay Tu Xuwong hién nhién khong phai 1a "
ong Ctr " ma cling khong ai goi 6ng la " Ta kép ", hoa ra bai lam dé 17m hay sao ? Bao Tu Xuong lam
bai " do ", t61 nghi t01 con nang hon la noi Ta Xu’O’ng dung 6c trong tuong " v€ " canh minh di thi
qubc ngir. Cac vin, nghé si déu 1a nhiing ngu:cn c6 6c twdng tuong rat phong phu va rat can dén 6c
twong tuong khi sang tac. Noi T Xwong nghe " phong thanh " chuyén cai cach roi viét bai tho " Ciing
di thi " toi khong nghi 1a da thiéu kinh trong hay xtic pham dén danh dy nha tho. Hudng chi T Xuong
da tirng thuc su " nghe phong thanh " ma lam tho :

Nghe noi khoa sau sap doi thi,

Céc thay do c6 dd mau di.

Néu khong bia da con bia miéng,

Vit bat 16ng di, giat bat chi. (9)



Gio xin ban dén van dé T Xuong c6 luon ludn ghi nhan " trung thuc " hay khong. Néu ta c6 thé tin
Ta Xuong " trung thuc " trong cau :

" Vi phong cham nghé nghién but thi mudi ba, mudi bay dd nhitng tu bao gio "

(Phu hong thi khoa Canh Ty)

thi ta ciing c6 thé danh ddu hoi khi Ta Xuong viét :

...Cao lau thuong an quyt,

Thd, di lai choi ludng... "

(Tu vinh)

Pén bai :

" Han ty chang biét Han "...

thi khong can phai danh dau hoi cho mat thi gio, hién nhién T Xuong biét chir Han. Lai dén bai :

" Ngay mai t& hong t¢ di ngay "...

rd rang nha tho néi ngoa, thi hong xong van nam nha chtr khong hé " sang Tau " va ciing chang "
téch sang Tay ".

Nha tho ciing d c6 1an cong nhin ra miéng 14 minh viét chuyén tudng tuong :

" Ong trong 1én bang thay tén ong,

Ong ndc rugu vao, 6ng ndi ngdng :

Trén bang, 52 théy Ctr doi,

Bon ky, muoi by cai wu thong ...

Trung binh mdi trudng thi 1dy 50 ngudi d6 Cir, néu khoa 4y vua " gia on " cho 1dy thém ba ngudi
nita (TG Xuong d6 thir nhat, 52 nguoi kia phai doi ong) thi bon ky Ta Xuong ciling khong thé co duoc
mudi bay cai " wu thong " boi mdi ky chi co bdn khao quan chidm : So khio, Phiic khao, Giam khao
(No1 truong) va Chanh, Pho Chu khao hay Phan khao (Ngoai trrong) du cho ai cling phé bai ctua 6ng "
ru " thi ong ciing chi linh dugc c6 mudi sau cai " vu thong " chir khong thé ¢6 " mudi bay " cai duoc.

Bai ndy c6 thé bao tai Ta Xwong dua, nhung con bai :

" Nao cé ra gi cai chit Nho ?

Ong Ngh¢, 6ng Cong ciing nam co !

Chi bang di hoc 1am thay Phan,

Téi rugu saim banh, sang sira bo "

Ai doc ma chang tudong Th Xuong da song duéi thoi Khoa ctr tan rdi ? Thét ra Ta Xuong mat tir
nam 1907, ma khoa thi Huong cubi ciing & mién Bac 13 khoa 1915, va khoa thi Hoi cudi cung 1a khoa
1919.

Tom Lai, nha nghién ctru BangVil ¢6 quyén tin TG Xuong da thue sy di thi qubc ngir, t6i ciing co
quyén tin dén 95% Tu Xuong chua kip di thi quoc ngir d3 mat, 5% con lai xin hen khi ndo c6 thém tai
liéu s& cong bo, du tai liéu d6 chimg t6 t6i sai 1am.

Chatenay-Malabry, thang giéng, 1991

(Thé ky 21, s6 23, thang 3, 1991)

Chu thich

(1) - Dudi triéu Nguy@n, ltc dau thi Hoi chim ciing 1y cac hang uu, binh, thir v.v...nhu thi Hurong.
Tir 1829, doi ra ldy phéan sé, tirc 13 d3 " wu " dugc 9, 10 phan, " wu th " dugce 7, 8 phan v.v... Pén
1910 lai ddi ra cham lay diém tir 0 dén 20.

(2) - Roc phach 1 danh dau trén t& dau quyén thi rdi gap doi lai, xé ra 1y nira c6 mang tén ho Thi
sinh cat di, cai ay goi 1 cai phach. Khi quyén thi chim xong, dem rap lai véi phach thdy dtng khdp 1a
biét tén ho tac gia. Roc phach cbt dé khao quan cham thi cho cong binh.

(3) - Ciing vi muén khao quan khong nhan ra tu dang cac Cong si thi Hoi nén quyén thi duoc cac "



ong Nghe but thiép " sao lai roi dua cho khio quan chim ban sao. Nhitng " 6ng Ngh¢ but thiép " nay
chua timg do ong Nghé, ma chi la nhirng nguo1 viét chir dep, ngay ng?n, rd rang, nén duoc chon lam
cong viéc sao lai quyén thi cua nhitng 6ng Nghe tuong lai.

“4) - Pé muc ky trude bang chir Han, Thi sinh ciing viét bang chir Han réi phién am ra quoc ngi
khién nhirng nguoi Phap chim bai, khong biét chit Han, khong hiéu. Lan nay Toa Kham yéu cau ra dé
bang chit qudc ngit.

(5) - Pay 1a mot trong nhitng " ky thi " ctia nha Nguyén ddi véi si phu mién B?¢c. Mién Nam, mién
B?c thi riéng, c6 dau bai riéng va cach chdm ciing khac nhau.

(6) - Chuyén si tur " nghe phong thanh " 1a chuyén c6 that, xin xem Chuyén Nghé ctia Nguyén Tuin
viét vé khoa Dinh Dau (1897).

(7) - Bai nay t6i chép theo Bao Van, chi d6i cau 7 tir " Ba ky " ra " Bén ky " cho hop ¥ nha nghién
ctru Bang Vi, toi chua tirng nghién ctru vé T Xuong nén khong co ¥ kién.

(8) - Bao Van, sdd, tr. 125

(9) - Lang Nhan, Giai Thoai Lang Nho Toan Tap, tr. 762
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I - Ai cing dau ?

Trong Thé Ky 21, s6 26, nha nghién ciru Bang Vil tuyén bb ong " cting dau ", van tin TG Xuong da
di thi quéc nglr va khuyén t61 nén doc mot sb bai dang trén cac bao Viét va Phap. Néu co dip tat nhién
toi s& tim doc. Duy bai cta A. Salles duoc nha nghién ciru Bang Vil trich dang mot cau dé bénh vuc
cho thuyét ctia minh thi t6i thay can phai nhan dinh lai ¥ nghia cau van. Cau 4y nhu thé nay :

" D¢ja, a la session de 1908, une €preuve spéciale d'annamite et de francais a été introduite ".

1) Cau ndy c6 thé hiéu Salles dinh néi : " ngay tir khoa 1908 di bat dau co dé tai chit qudc ngir va
chir Phap ". Song nghi lai thdy khong on, boi thi Hrong ba nim méi ¢6 mdt ky, tinh tir khoa Canh Ty
(1900), ttrc khoa Ta Xuong viét bai " Pha hong thi ", thi cac khoa ké tiép phai roi vao nhitng nim
1903, 1906, 1909 chir khong phai 1908. Nam 1908 khong c6 khoa thi nao ca.

2) Cho du 1908 c6 khoa thi Huwong di ching nita thi khi ay nha tho ciing di mat duoc mot nam roi
(1907).

3) Néu ta lai nhin dén ngay thang s6 bao da dang bai cua Salles, Bulletin du Comité de I'Asie
francaise, thi s¢ thay ghi s6 75, thang 6 nim 1907. Vay thi dung 1y ra néu mudn tro vao khoa thi s&
duoc to chirc vao nam 1908, trc 1la mot nam sau, thi Salles khong thé dung nhirng chit " a été
introduite " ma phai viét " sera introduite " néu khong s& sai van pham.

Theo t0i, cAu nay phai hiéu 1a " dé nghi dung chit qudc ngir va chitr Phap ké tir khoa 1908 da dugc
(Hbi déng Hoc vu) chap thuan (tr ndim 1906) " nhu thé nhitng chit " a été " mdi thich hop. Pén nim
1908, khi Ho1 déng Cai cach Hoc vu nhom hop lai thi chit Phap chi con 1a mgt mon thi tinh nguyén ma
thoi chir khong bat budc nita.

4) Trong mdt bai trude, nha nghién ctru Bang Vi to ¥ tin rang dé tai qudc ngit duoc dung ngay tir



ky thi Hrong nam 1900, sau khi c6 nghi dinh do Toan quyén Doumer ky (1898). Nhung khoa 1900 Thi
sinh chua b?t budc phai thi chit qudc ngit, bang ching 13 nha cach mang Phan Bo1 Chau, d6 thu khoa
truong Nghé nam 1900, chi " doc dugc so so chir qubc ngit ", con thi sudt thoi ky bi giam long & Bén
Ngu, van thuong xuyén phai c¢6 thu ky di kem dé ghi chép nhu:ng sang tac bang qudc van, cu Phan chi
tw ghi 14y nhitng bai viét bang chit Han. It nhit ching ta ciing ¢6 t6i hai ching nhan, Vuong Dinh
Quang va Quang Pam, da tirng 1am thu ky cho cy Phan (1). Mot nguo1 da di thi chir qubc ngir 1& ndo
con can phai c6 thu ky dé ghi chép ho nhu:ng sang tac cia minh bang chit quoc ngtr ?

Trén ddy 1a dé tra 101 phan " ngoai 1y ", vé " ndi 1y " nha nghién ctru Bang Vii cho biét ong dua
vao bai tho " Tap ténh ngudi di, t6 cling di ". T6i xin néu ra mot thuyét khong phai 1a vo cin ctr : bai
ndy chua ch?c di do Tt Xuwong viét. Loi 18 tuy rat giéng nhung c6 mot chi tiét khién ngudi ta phai
nghi ngo:

" Tién chdn c6 mat hai déng chin "

Nha Tt Xuong ¢ phé Hang Nau, thainh Nam Dinh, truong thi ndm & chan thanh Nam, nghia 1a nha
cua Ta Xuong khong xa truong thi, cho nén khong co 1y do gi dé " ¢6 Ta " " tién chan " chdng mat "
hai ddng ". Ngudi xua tién cac Thi sinh di thi vi 1y do phan dong nhirng nguol nay O xa truong, thu’O’ng
khi cach song phai qua do cho nén mén tién t1en chan dugc goi 1a " tién do ". Thyc su " tién do "
khéng nhitng gitip Thi sinh qua dd ma gitp ca tién nha tro trong sudt ca thoi ky thi dai nim tudn. Nha
da gan truong thi thi Ta Xuong khong phai qua do, ciing khong phai ¢ tro.

Cho nén :

Ta Xuong van khong di thi chit qubc ngir !

Chatenay-Malabry, thang 8, 1991

(Thé Ky 21, s6 29, thang 9, 1001)

1. Ong gia Bén Ngu, Hoi Ky (cua nhiéu ngudi). Hué Thuan Hoa, 1987, tr. 109, 134, 138.



Chwong V - NGUYEN PINH CHIEU RA HUE CHUAN BITHI
HUONG HAY THI HOI KHOA KY DAU (1849) ?

1. NGUYEN DINH CHIEU RA HUE THI HUONG HAY THI HOI ?

Vian Hoc s6 49 dang bai cua ong Tran vin Tich ban vé cudn " Viét Str Khao Luan " ctia ong Hoang
Co Thuy, tac giato y. thic mac tai sao co sach chép chuyén vo ly la Nguyen Pinh Chiéu chi dd Ta tai
ma lai ra Hué dé chuan bi thi Hoi, ¢6 phai la déac an cua triéu Nguyén danh cho nho si mién Nam ? va
thém " trudce va sau Nguyén Dinh Chiéu khong thay cO chuyén do " (= Tu tai dugc thi Ho1), t61 man
phép ban gop may 10i :

Qua Nguyén Pinh Chiéu c6 ra Hué chuan bi khoa thi Ky Dau (1849), nhung dé thi Huong hay thi
Hoi thi mdi sach chép mot phach. Lé thuong, nhitng ngudi d6 Tu tai phai thi Huong lai ky cho dén khi
c6 chian Cir nhan rdi mGi duogc thi Hoi, vi thé ta mbi co nhitng vi Tt Kép (d6 2 khoa Tu tai), Tu Meén
(d6 3 khoa T tai), Ta Pup (dd 4 khoa Tu tai). Do 1a 18 thudng, ngoai ra con cé nhitng 16 luat khac
cho phép mét sb Tu tai duoc chinh thire dy thi Hoi, khong can xin dic an. Sau day la nhitng loai nguoi
duoc phép tng thi Ho1 :

- Ctr nhin mdi va cii (d6 tir nhitng khoa trudc).

- Ton sinh (nguoi trong hoang toc). Amssinh (con quan)

- Giam sinh, Cbng sinh (nhirng nguoi hoc xuat sic, do phu, huyén tlen cong vao Kinh hoc dd, cho
lam Giam sinh, dugc cap luong, mil 40, mién thué, tap dich. Song mudn thi Hi con phai qua mot ky
Hach nita, @6 méi duoc thi. Nhirng nguoi dd ciing dugc goi 12 "6ng Cong" (danh tir ndy von danh dé
goi nhiing nguoi dd Huong cong, tirc Ctr nhan).

- Huan dao, Gido thu (c6 nhitng ngudi chi ¢4 Ta tai, nhung nhd hoc luc cling duge bd vao hai
chirc nay).

- Hoc sinh Thuong hang, tring Tu tai (Hoc sinh 1a nhitng nguoi co tu chat, ham hoc, dugc tuyén
lya ¢ dia phuong, chudce cho di linh, tap dich).

- T tai dugce lam viéce trong Han Lam Vién.

Trur Cir nhan va Giam sinh, nhirng ngud1 khac déu phai qua mét ky Hach, d6 m&i duoc thi Hoi.

Poc Qubc Triéu Pang Khoa Lyc ciia Cao Xuan Duc, chiing ta thiy riéng triéu Nguyén c6 dén 26 vi
Ta tai hay Pho bang, noi danh nhét phai ké dén Tran Quy Cap, xuat than 14 hoc sinh Thuong hang,
tring T4 tai, dd Tam giap Tién si khoa 1904. Trong Giai Thoai Lang Nho Toan Tép, 6ng Lang Nhan
chép "Tran Quy Cap d6 ba khoa T tai lién tiép, theo 1& dugc thi Hoi", chwa rd 183 nim nio, c¢6 diéu
chic chin ho Tran khi tng thi khong c6 chan Cir nhan.

Ching minh dugc Tu tai co quyen thi Hoi van chua bao dam Nguyén binh Chiéu ra Hué chuan bj
thi Hoi. Luat thi Hrong xua nay bat Thi sinh phai thi tai nguyén quan, song van co nhirng trudng hop
ngoai 1é cho phu thi, tirc 1 nhitng ngudi c¢é cha lam quan xa, dén ky thi Huwong khong vé kip qué quan
nén xin dic an dugc phu thi tai no1 cu ngu. Tuy 1a chuyén hiém, nhung Pai Nam Thyc Luc Chinh Bién
cling chép it nhét t6i ba dao sic du vé phu thi :i

1) 1821 : tir Phui Yén vé Nam, cho Thi sinh tuy tién phy thi, tir Binh Pinh ra Béac phai theo nguyén
quan.

2) 1834 : Nam ky c6 bién, hoc tro Gia Pinh dugc phép phy thi & Thira Thién (BNTLCB XXV,
283-4).

3) 1858 : Pinh 1€ tir nay cho 6 tinh Nam ky dugc thi phu trudng Thira Thién.

Ly do : Nguyén Chinh tir Hung Hoa khong vé kip sinh quan Gia Pinh, duoc phu thi & Thira Thién,



da dd dau, nhan d6 thanh 16 (BNTLCB XXVIII, 427). Nguyén Dinh Chié¢u ra Hué tir nim 1846, ttc 1a
trudc khi phu thi & mién Nam thanh 1& (1858) song rat c6 thé Nguyén Pinh Chiéu di xin dic cach
duoc phu thi & Thira Thién vi nguoi cha, Nguyén Dinh Huy, da tir Gia Pinh trén vé Thira Thién nim
1833 khi Lé van Khoi ndi loan & Nam ky.

Mic dau Nguyén Dinh Chiéu c6 du diéu kién dé xin phu thi, t6i van tin tic gia Luc Van Tién ra
Hué dé thi Ho1 chir khong phai dé thi Huong, vi 1€ nhitrng nguo1 xin phy thi von 1a nhirng nguo1 da co
mit san ¢ Thira Thién, khong vé kip qué quan méi c6 1y dé xin phu thi, dang nay Nguyen Pinh Chiéu
dang ¢ sinh quan Gia Pinh, lai luc duc bé ra Hué dé doén mot khoa thi ma trén nguyén tac minh khong
dugc pheép dy, trir phi lam don xin phy thi, thiét tuong hanh dong nhu thé c6 diéu khong 6n.

ILNHUNG PAC AN CUA TRIEU NGUYEN DANH CHO NHO ST MIEN NAM

hay la : Nhitng " ky thi " cta nha Nguyen d6i v6i si phu mlen Bic.

Hay la : Nhirng "ky thi" ctia nha Nguyén di voi si phu mién Bac

Mot diéu hiém khi thay cac sird gia néu 1én 1a su "ky thi" ctia triéu Nguyén d6i v6i dam si tir ngoai
Bic : tir cach lya chon hoc sinh, dén cach td chirc cac khoa thi, chdm thi, bd quan chirc v.v...rdt nhiéu
dao du cho thiy su bat cong cua nha Nguyén. Sau ddy 1a mot s nhitng sic chi chép trong Pai Nam
Thuc Luc Chinh Bién :

1) Tuyén chon Hoc sinh : 1855 Dinh ngach Hoc sinh cho cac tinh bién gi6i : Cao Bang, Lang Son
v.v...khao hach va cép luong cho an hoc nhu cac Hoc sinh tir Quang Binh vao Nam (tirc 14 mién Nam
dugc hudng dic an trude).

2) Phu thi :

- 1821 Dinh 1€ cho thi Huong tir nay tir Phii Yén vao Nam dugc tuy tién phu thi, tr Binh Dinh ra
Bic phai theo nguyén quan.

1858 Dinh 1€ cho 6 tinh Nam ky dugc thi phu & truong Thira Thién.

3) T6 chirc cac khoa thi :

- 1834 thi Hg1. L¢ trude cac Cur nhan, Gidm sinh & Kinh, ¢ cidc Tryc (Quang Binh, Quang Ngai,
Quang Tri, Quang Nam) va ¢ Ta ky (Binh Pinh, Phi1 Yén, Binh Thuan, Khanh Hoa) tr& vé Nam, Hitu
ky (Ha Tinh, Nghé An, Thanh Hoa) tr& ra Bac déu hdi lai dé cung thi...nhung s6 nguoi d6 chua duoc
quin binh. Nhitng ké si tir Kinh, Truc trd vao Nam thi chung voi cac ké si tir Hiru ky ra Bic nén khi
diém duyét khong khoi cé sur st kém vé phan sb (diém). Tir nay ba ky thi Hoi, mdi ky chia 1am hai
lugt, mdi lugt dé riéng ngay : Ctr nhan, Giam sinh & Thira Thién cling cac Truc va Ta ky tré vao Nam
cung thi mot luot. Pau bai thi s& ra riéng va khi chdm sé& tuy theo bai vin ma diém duyét.

Vua du : Néu mbi ky thi chia 1am hai lugt cling chua duogc tién, vay chuan cho truong thi chia lam
hai vi :

Vi Gidp : si tir & Kinh, Truc va Ta ky tré vao Nam.

Vi At : sitir & Hitu ky trd ra Béc

Thi ciing mot ngay. Thu quyén xong, Dé diéu (quan truong phu trach viéc Giam sat) chua lu6n hai
chr "Vi Giap" hay "Vi At" vao phia dudi may chit "ky thi thir may" Vi ndo nén lay bao nhiéu Tring
cach (dd thi Hoi), bao nhiéu Phé bang, sé& ha chi dic cach quyet dinh cho dugc thang bang, thich dang
(7). (BNTLCB XVI, 50-5).

- 1907 L¢ cii Cong si tir Quang Binh trd vé Nam vao Vi Giap, tr Ha Tinh trd ra Bic vao Vi At,
nay Cao Xuan Duc xin cho thi 1an 1on.

4) Cham thi :

- 1825 hoc tro Thira Thién, Quang Nam khong mdt ai dd. Vua sai Luc bo duyét lai quyén van léy
thém Cao Hiru Duc ¢ Thira Thién va Truong Tang Dién ¢ Quang Nam lam Huong cong (Ctr nhan).
(DNTLCB VII, 180).



1826 thi Ho1, ing thi trén 200 nguo1, quan truong lay dd 9. Vua bao thi thin Luong Tién Trudong
va Nguyen Kim Xan :"Nay thién ha mot nha, Nam, Bic déu 1a t6i con cua trAm. Nam hién thi dung
Nam. Bic hién thi dung Béc; khong phai co thién tu. Va lai hoc trdo Nam, Bic déu 1a nguoi ¢ trong
gido duc, hoc luc tudong khong hon kém nhau, thé ma nay 9 nguoi d6 déu 1a nguoi Béc 1a sao thé ?
Nén lya lay mot, hai ngudi tir Thira Thién vao Nam dé c6 18 si phong mdi phai". Thé 1a quan truong
14y thém Phan Thanh Gian cho dt s6 10 nguoi (BNTLCB VIIL, 28-9).

-1874 Séc rang :"Pit khoa thi chon 14y hoc tro dé gitip nha nudc, hang Ta tai dé day khong ding
13 v6 ich, trir nguoi ndo bd quan thi khong ké. Tir nay thi Huong dinh bai 1y Tu tai, bat dau tir hai
trudng Ha Noi, Nam Dinh". Bo L& can :"Xua nay quan vién pham t0i ning mdi tudt bo tén trong )
xuat than 1a Tién si, Ctr nhan hay Ta tai. Nay ca nudc nguyén lay do 4, 5000 Tu tai, nhat khai bo hét
tén & sO, sinh di nghi. Xin gia on cho dinh mién. Va thi Hurong nim nay & cac truong Ha Noi, Nam
Dinh la 1am bu cho khoa Quy Dau. Khoa thi Huong cac truong Thira Thién, Nghé An, Binh Dinh,
Thanh Ho4 nim ngoai déu lay T4 tai, nay néu bii bo s& khong cong bang". (PNTLCB XXXIII, 108-9).

-1874 Gan dén ky thi hai truong Ha Noi, Nam Dinh vua lai du :"MJi truong khong duoc 1dy qua
50 T tai". Chu khao truong Nam Dinh Lé Dtrc Quang tau :"Thi Huong nam nay ¢ hai truong la bu
khoa Quy Dau. Nam ngoai 4 truong Thira Thién, Ngh¢ An, Binh Pinh, Thanh Hoa van lay s6 T tai
nhu cii, nay hai truong Ha Noi, Nam Dinh xin chuan cho 14y trén dudi 100 nguoi". Vua y. PNTLCB
XXXIIL, 125).

Khoa 1840 khi thiy vin bai mién Nam sut kém, vua bao :"Van phong & Nam Ky mdi mo, quyén
van thi dd so véi cac truong khac khong khoi ¢ chd hoi kém...Doi xua co nguoi it van hoc ma cong
nghiép 10 rét, cir gi phai Khoa muc dau ?" (BNTLCB XXII, 170-2).

Nhung khi van bai s tur mién Béc sut kém (khoa 1828) vua bao Ha Quyén, Pho Cha khio Béc
thanh :"Bac thanh von xung 14 noi vin vat ma ky thi nay chi duoc nhirng nguo1 hang binh, hoa ra chi la
hu danh & ?". Quyén tAu :"Bic thanh gin dy chirc Gido, Huin khong duogc t6t cho nén hoc tro khong
14y ai ma theo duoc". DPNTLCB IX, 103).

5) B6 quan chic :

- 1838 Khao hach cac Tu tai cac khoa tir 40 tudi tré 16n & Qubc Str Quan. DS hang binh 9 nguoi,
cho lam Huan dao. Hang tht hay liét 70 ngudi : nhirng ai & Ha Tinh trd ra Bac cho vé hoc tip mdi
nguoi cap cho hai lang bac; ai qué & Quang Binh trd vao Nam cho lam Hanh tau Lyc Bo (chie quan
chuyén dat nhitng ménh Iénh ctia vua hay ciia thuong quan) hang thang cap mot quan tién, mot phuong
gao (=30 bat gao).

- 1857 Pinh : nguoi ndo thi Hoi khong co phan sb (diém) ngudi tr Quang Binh vao Nam 30 tudi
tré 1én, tr Ha Tinh ra Bac tir 35 tudi tré 1én, dd thi HOi hai khoa ma tinh nguyén lam vi¢c thi cho ra
lam viéc.

- 1875 Trudc kia pham db Tu tai hai khoa, tinh nguyén ra 1am viéc tr Quang Binh vao Nam 40
tudi tré 18n, tir Ha Tinh ra Bic 45 tudi trd 16n, déu chiéu 18 xét bo.

- L& cii Ctr nhan Nam, 30 tudi, Bic 35 tudi, da thi Hoi hai khoa m&i duoc xét bé. Nay Nam, Bic
cung cho 14y 30 tu6i lam han. (BNTLCB XXXIII, 183-4).

Vi khong dugce doc tron bo Pai Nam Thuc Luc Chinh Bién nén t61 chi chép dugc co6 chirng éy sdc
du, nhung bay nhiéu ciing du cho thdy 6c thién 1éch cua tridu Nguyén. C6 1& vi budi dau nha Nguyén
dugc nhan dan mién Nam nang do, nén danh nhiéu cam tinh cho nguoi mién Nam. Nguoc lai, du dat
nudc da thong nhat, song ngudi dan Bac 10ng con tuong nhd nha L8, co ¥ khéng phuc nha Nguyén, boi
thé vua Gia Long bo Thing Long, doi d6 vao Hué (nhung khong quén doti 1udn ca Québc Tur Giam dem
vao ) va nha Nguyen to ra "ky thi" dan Bac, day chang qua cting chi la mot phan tng ty ve.

[I. BAN THEM VE NHUNG CAM LE "KY QUAC" CUA KHOA CU.



Trén day 1a nhirng sur bat cong cua riéng triéu Nguyén doi voi si phu ngoai Bac. Con noi chung vé
Khoa ctr, cdc nha nghién ctru 16p trude (t6i khong mudn tro vao nhirng nguoi lam cach ménh, chan
ghét khoa cir nhu Phan Boi Chau) ai ciing ca ngoi Khoa ctr cong bang, khong phan giai cap, con nha
ngheo ciing co quyén di thi v.v.. Ké ra, so voi ché d6 "con vua thi lai 1am vua" qua Khoa ctr cong bang
that. Song tat ca chi 1a van de tuong d6i. Chung ta chang ai khéng nhé trudng hop Pao Duy Tir da do
thi Hoi, chi vi ngudi cha cAm dau doi nir nhac trong cung vua L& Anh Ton, nén bi xo0a tén trong )
nhirngnguot Trung cach. Bao Duy Tu Uit (rc m6i bé vao Nam pho ta chiia Nguyen Tai sao lai co 1€ la
lung ay ? - Bo1 nguo1 xua liét cac ca sI vao loai "xudng ca vo loai" ludi biéng, chi rong choi ca hat,
dang khinh, khong duoc xep vao loai cong dan c6 nghé nghiép hiru ich cho nhin quan.

Ai nghe chuyén ciing bat binh thay cho Bao Duy Ttr, nhirng chang thay ai phan nan ho (trr Tran
Van Tich va Nguyén Tuan) cho mot nira s6 cong dan Viét Nam ciing bi cam thi mic dau cha 6ng khong
thugc loai "xudng ca vo loai" : nay la phy nir. Phai chang phu nir khong phai 1a cong dan nuoc Vit ?
Ché do phong kién quyét tAm gat han phy nit ra ngoai, Poan thi Piém, HO6 Xuan Huong déu bo tay, ay
thé ma van c6 ngudi lot ludi, cai nam trang di hoc va.. . 6 Trang nguyén ! Vao cudi thoi nha Mac, va
thoi nha Lé Trung Hung, ba Trang Nguyén thi Du dd dong gép cho nén vin hoc Viét Nam noi chung va
huyén Chi Linh no6i riéng nén duoc dan lang Kiét Pic (Chi Linh) thd 1am than (Xem bai Nguyén thi
Du, vi nit Trang nguyén doc nhét clia ta sinh nim nao ™).

Ngoai phu nit va con nha "xudng ca v6 loai" khéng dugc di thi, thoi xua con nhiéu cam 18 ma ngay
nay chiing ta thdy la lung kho hiéu, chang han cAm nhiing ngudi c6 dai tang khong duge di thi. Vi sao ?
- Vi ngudi xua trong dire, ¢6 tang phai ¢ nha cu tang, di thi dé mong vinh hién cho thin minh ma quén
cha me 1a pham tdi bat hiéu. Nguoi d3 mang tiéng bat hiéu, khong thuong dén ca cha me minh, thi
mong gi di 1am quan nghi dén dan den ? Py 1a mat 1y thuyét. Song trén thuc té, ba ndm méi c6 mot
khoa thi, néu gap hai cai dai tang lién tiép cong voi mot khoa bi tat bénh khong di thi duoc vi chi mat
chin nim dén sach cong toi. Chinh mot phan vi cai 1& khic nghiét d6 méi ¢ nhitng cu gia 60 tudi con
180 d&o 1éu chdng va dén nam Thanh Thai thir 18 méi sira lai cho phép nhirng nguoi c6 dai tang di thi,
nhung nguoc lai, tudi bi han ché (1).

Dé hiéu hon 1a nhitng 1 cAm nguoi nao c6 cha ong ba doi lam trom cudp, phan tic. Chon nguoi ra
1am "phu mau" dan tit phai kén ngudi co hanh kiém t6t. Song thé niao 1a "phan tic ? ". V&i nha Nguyén
thi 1am quan véi Tay Son, hay ca v&i nha Lé déu 1a "phan tic" ca : Lé Ptrc Quang, Pham Huy Lé chi
vi khai 1am cha 6ng 1am quan v6i nha Lé di bi xo4 tén trong s6 Cir nhan khoa 1831. PNTLCB X, 293-
5).

Lai con mdt hang ngudi tuy khong chinh thirc bi cdm thi ma ciing chang khéc bi cim : day 1a déan
lang Thién Thudc (sau goi 1a lang Tirc Mic) qué huong cua cic vua nha Tran, bi cAm khéng dugc hoc
tap van nghe, cot dé giir tinh than thuong vo, treo guong cho thanh nién toan qudc. Nam 1821, vua
Tran Nhan Tong lap truong hoc ngay phu ly phu Thién Truong (sau la Xuan Truong) tirc 1a phu hat
nha vua, thé ma dan lang Thién Thudc van khong dugc phép hoc van. Da khong hoc thi thi lam sao
dugc ? nén tuy khong bi cAm ma ciing chang khac bi cdm 1a thé. Song chinh nh¢ trong nganh v6 bi ma
nha Tran bao 1an thing trn vé vang, sy kién ndy ngoai st liéu con ndm trong ngan ngit "Panh gidc doi
Tran, 1am quan ho Dang".

Thanh ra ¢6 nhiéu cAm 1é ma ngdy nay méi thoat nghe ta thay "ky quic", song dit vao khung canh
thoi xua, 1ay dirc 1am trong, dit dtc trén tai, thi nhitng 1¢ Ay khong phai hoan toan vo cin ctr. Mic dau
cha Ong ta hét strc dé cao dtrc hanh trong cach gido duc va kén chon ngudi ra lam "phy mau" dan, trén
thuc té s6 tham quan van nhiéu hon sb nhitng 6ng quan liém chinh, nhung du it van con hon khong,

Chatenay-Malabry, thang 6, 1990

(Van Hoc, s6 7, thang 11, 1990)



1. Pai Nam Dién Lg; dich gia : Nguyen St Giac. Saigon : Vién Dai hoc, 1962, tr. 359.

Trong Hoi ky, Paul Doumer t0 ra rat ngac nhién thiy mot Thi sinh 80 tudi mo&i d6 Tu tai.
%k
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Poc lai Quéc Triéu bang Khoa Luyc cua Cao Xuan Duyc (tr. 107) thi théy chic chan Nguyén Dinh
Chiéu ra Hué nim 1849 dé thi Hoi chir khong phai thi Hwong vi thi Hrong dd duoc to chirc nim 1848.
Sau day 1a chi tiét khoa thi Hoi ndm 1849 :

Tuc Duc nam thr hai, Ky Dau (1849),

Quan duy¢t quyen Vit Tudn

Mai Anh Tuin

Quan doc quyén: Phan Thanh Gian

Truong Qubc Dung

Lay d6 dau : Pé nhi gidp Tién si xuat than DS Duy Pé dd Ctr nhan ndim Mau Than (1848) v.v...

Theo chd t6i biét thi chi c6 mdt 1an vao nim 1779 chiia Trinh SAm m&i m& Huong Hoi thinh khoa,
tirc 13 t0 chire thi Huong va thi Hoi ciing mot nam. Khoa nay Nguyén Du dd Tién si xuat than, Pham
Quy Thich dd Pong Tién si xuét than (Pai Viét st ky tuc bién, tr. 448).



Chwong VI - NGUYEN THI DU VI NU' TRANG NGUYEN BOC
NHAT CUA TA SINH NAM NAO ?

Vi nit Trang nguyén c¢6 mot khong hai cua nude ta von tén 1a Nguyén thi Du, song Vii Phuong Dg,
ngudi dau tién viét vé ba, tir thé ky thir XVIIL chi cho biét ba ho Nguyén; Pai Nam Nhat Thong Chi va
Tran Lé Sang chép ba tén Nguyén thi Dué (1); Bui Hanh Cin dua ra tén Nguyén thi Nién (2); Pong
Chau ngoai tén Nguyen thi Du con ghi thém tén Nguyén Ngoc Toan (3).

I. THAN THE : "Nhat kinh chiéu tam viuong"

Ba sinh quan & lang Kiét Pic, huyén Chi Linh, tinh Hai Duong (Bui Hanh Can chép ba nguoi "xt
Dong").

Nam 10 tu6i (D6 Nam Nguyén Trong Thuat ghi 14 "nim 20 tu6i") ba theo cha ti nan 1én Cao Bang,
lac 4 ay tuy ho Trinh da danh bai ho Mac, chiém lai kinh dé, nhung 1ong dan theo ho Mac con dong.

Ba 1a nguo1i tuyét sic, lai rat thong minh, 10 tuoi da biét lam van bai. Ong than ba tiéc tai con gai,
cho cai nam trang di hoc. Nam 17 tudi, chiia Mac mé khoa thi, si tor tham du rat dong, ba d6 thu khoa
(4), con chinh thay hoc cua ba chi d6 thir hai. C6 1& vi thiéu tai liéu, khong théy Phan Huy Cha ghi
chép nhtng khoa thi cudi cta nha Mac & Cao Bang, nén khong ro dich xac ba dd nim nao.

Khi du yén dii céc tan khoa, chiia Mac thiy nhan sac va phong cich ctia ba sinh 10ng ngd vuc, gan
hoi va kham pha ra ba 1a gai gia trai, ben nap cung phong lam Tinh Phi (Sao Sa) ngu y khen ba vira
xinh dep vira sang lang nhu mdt vi sao. Thoi xua phu nit khong duoc phép di thi, tham chi du mdt budi
binh van ¢ nha Giam (Qudc Tir Giam) ciing khong dugc (Pham Pinh Ho, Vii Trung Tuy Bit), ba cai
trang di thi nhu thé 13 pham 61 khi quan, nhung chia Mac khong nhing khong trung phat ma con nap
cung, phong tudc phi, to ra rat quy trong tai sac ba.

Nha Mac mit, ba vao rimg 4n nau, bi quan Trinh bat dugc. Ba chong grom xudng dat noi :"Cac
nguoi bt duoc ta thi phai dua ta dén ndp chia cua cac nguoi, néu vo 18 thi véi ludi grom ndy ta s&

tir tir". Quan Trinh bén giai ba vé ndp chiia Nghi Vuong, chiia rat stng ai.

Vé gia ba xuit gia di tu & chua Vu Nong, hat Gia Lam, 14y hiéu Diéu Huyén.

Nghi Vuwong mat, con 1a Duong Vuong 1én ndi ngdi, triéu ba ra giit chire L Su day cung nhdn, nén
ngudi ta cling goi ba 1a L& Phi (L& 1a danh hiéu, twdc vi 1a Chiéu Nghi, cao nhat trong 9 bac cung tan,
dudi loai phi) (5).

Ba thudng vién din nghia 1y kinh st, sy tich c6 kim ranh mach, ca hai chia Trinh déu khen ngoi,
trong vong. Cac biéu s, van bai thi Pai khoa chta déu nhd ba khao duyét lai. Khoa Tan Mui (1631)
em ho ngoat ba la Nguyen Minh Triét, sau d6i tén 1a Nguyén Tho Xuan, Gmg ché xong bao vo1 ban hiru

:"Bai cta toi viét, ca triéu chua dé rnay ai hiéu, c6 ching chi ba chi t6i 12 ba L& Phi hiéu duoc ma
th6i". Qua nhién, bai dua ra nhiéu dién la, quan trudng khong hiéu hét, chia hoi thi ba 1y giai cin k&,
chiia cho Xuan dd dau. (Nam 1647, Xuan lam dén chirc Ta Thi lang bo HO, sau thang dén chirc
Thuong thu, Thleu bao Can quin cong, tho hon 90 tudi).

Tuong truyén nha ba c¢6 ngdi tién phan & nai Tri Ngu, thudc kiéu dat "Nhat kinh chiéu tam vuong"
(mdt guong soi ba vuong), ba thd ba doi chiia chinh trng voi diéu ndy.

Niam 70 tudi ba xin vé lang, dung am "Pam Hoa" dé &, lai duoc cap cac thué trong lang lam ngu
10c.

Ba mat nam 80 tudi, tang & nui Tri Ngbi (Ngu ?) lang Kiét Dac. Ngon thap xay trén md goi la
"Tinh Phi c¢6 thap", duoc 1iét vao hang "Chi Linh Bat C4", c6 khdc mudi chir trén bia :"L& Phi sinh



thong tug, nhat kinh chiéu tam vuong'".

Trong bia "Chi Linh B4t C6" ciing ghi lai bai tho dé trén "Tinh Phi c6 thap" :

Ngoc thu chiét cao chi,

Kinh nhan luu ¢ thép;

Tung co thir giang son,

Chi kim ky minh giap;

Hoa thao tu khai ta,

Ngu tiéu twong van dép;

Son sac chinh thanh huong,

Thu thanh ha tiéu tap.

Pai ¥ :"Mot cai tay ngoc nga vin bé canh dan qué thtr nhat khi xua kia, nay thi trén cai kiéu dat
"hinh mat gwong" nay con luu lai voi doi mot toa thap 0. Giang son nay tir bay lau nay trai bao nam
thang ma doi voi cai canh c6 thap ndy, chi c6 hoa kia tu khai khai ta ta cung 6ng ngu phu, chi tleu phu
khi qua t61 ma cung nhau tro chuyén ma thoi. Pang khi ta viéng canh nhd ngudi, nii non xanh ngit mot
mau, bdng dau xao xat tiéng gi6 thu, giuc long khach thirong kim tyr tich”.

Bai tho ndy do Nguyén Trong Thuit sao chép lai (Nam Phong s6 161, 1931) khi dy c6 thap khong
con dau vét, duy chi c6 mdt ngdi chia nhd (am ?) lang Kiét Dac con thd twong ba. Trén ban c6 bic
hoanh dé hai chit "Hoa Am" va mot doi cau doi :

Giap khoa tién chiém Cao Binh bang,

Pai bt do truyén bét co bi.

Lai ¢ mot cai bia do chia Trinh (Duong Vuong ?) tang phong 1a "Chinh vuong phu thi ng1 cung
tan dtrc 140 L& Su". Chaa cAp rudng hiwrong hoa dé thd ba.

Sy tich ba con ghi trong Chi Linh phong thé ky. Lang Kiét Dic thd ba 1am than.

II - SU'NGHIEP VAN CHUONG

Ba gioi ca Han vin 14n quc am, sang tac nhiéu, tiéc rang ngay tir thé ky XVIII da bi that lac gan
het (theo Vi Phuong P¢é). Vin tho ba c6 tiéng 1a hay, song nhitng cau con duge luu truyén lai khong
may xuit sic, nhung ciing xin chép ra dé khoi that lac :

Ba ¢6 soan mot tip Gia Ky (6) bang quoc am, vin van, ghi chép viée riéng ctia minh. Pay 1a cam
nghi & doc duong khi 1anh nan 1én Cao Bang :

Danh thay 1a ké c6 minh,

Che trén da co6 tro1 xanh phu tri.

Ba lai tu vi minh véi Bac thi, vo Han Cao t6, ¢6 tiéng la nguoi hién duc:

Hiém vi mot chat dao dién,

Song le Bac thi von duyén Han hoang. (7)

Ba xung la nguoi hlen cting khong ngoa : trong lang ¢6 ngudi lam hai anh ba, nhung khi vinh hién,
ba khong thém cdy quyén thé dé tra thu, ai cling khen phuc ba 1a ngudi do lugng. Nguoi ay sau hét
long phung sur ba.

Tu xét vé van tai minh ba viét :

N@ nhi du dang co thi (8),

At 13 tay thiép kém gi Trang nguyén ?

Néu qua ba thi dd nam 17 tudi, thi hai cau nay chiac viét khi con tré 1am, vi mot khi chinh minh da
dd Trang rdi thi khong con 1y do gi dé so sanh "kém gi Trang nguyén" nita ?

Trong lang c6 cau am choc gheo, ba ghét :

Sé gi vang da hon hao,

Thoang dem canh phugng bay cao Thach thanh (9)



Ba con 1ap cho hoc trdo Chi Linh mot Vin Hoi, ngdy ram, mdng mot, hop tai nha thd ho ba & lang
Kiét Pic, doi dau bai cua ba & kinh cho chay ngua tram dem vé. Riéng sy kién ndy ciing chimg to
chia Trinh quy trong ba 1am méi cho dung ngwa tram 13 ciia cong dé phuc vu riéng cho hoc trd ciia ba
& huyén Chi Linh. Bai 1am xong déng hom giri vé kinh, ba cham roi gui tra. Ba lai xuat tién cho ngudi
trudng ho chu bién com nudc cho si tr hom lam bai. Van hoc Chi Linh thinh 1a nhd cong khong nhé
cua ba.

III. HAI BAI TINH PO : Ba sinh ndm nao va 14y chtia Mac nao ?

Str sach cua ta it quan tAm t6i tiéu sir cac tic gia, riéng d6i véi phu nir cang t6 ra mo hd dén ndi
mot vi nit Trang nguyén c6 mdt khong hai ciia ta ma sinh nim ndo, mit ndm nao, 1iy chia Mac nao
cling khong ai hay, danh phai phong doan. Nhiing sy kién khién ta c6 thé dwa vao dé udc tinh 1a :

Niam 10/20 tudi ba 1én Cao Bang lanh nan rdi cai trang di hoc. Nam 17 tudi thi dd Trang nguyén,
lay chiia Mac, sau lai thd hai chtia Trinh Nghi Vuwong (1623-57) va Trinh Duong Vuong (1657-82).
Nam Tan Mui (1631) ba cham thi cho Nguyén Tho Xuan d6 dau. 70 tudi vé lang dung am "Pam Hoa".
Mat nam 80 tudi.

T4t ca nhitng chi tiét nay chi c6 chuyén Nguyén Tho Xuin d6 diu nim 1631 con dugc xac nhan
trong Lich Triéu Hién Chuong, Khoa Muyc Chi.

Pé tién viéc phong tinh, chung ta cin on lai so qua quang lich sir cudi thdi nha Mac :

1592

- Mac Mau Hop thua quan Trinh, chay tron & huyén Kim Thanh (Hai Duong), roi bi bat va bi
chém & Thang Long.

-Lac 4y long dan ving Pong Bac (Hai Duong, Kinh Bic v.v...) con quy phu nha Mac. Du dang nha
Mac ndi 1én khip noi, tir song Nhj ha tr& 1én mién Bac khoi ltra lién mién, gidc cudp khong yén, dan
mat mia, doi kém.

-Mac Kinh Chi chiém Dong Triéu, Thanh Lam, xung hiéu Bao Dinh r6i Khanh Hyu & Chi Linh.
1593 Mac Kinh Chi bi chém ¢ bén Thao Tan (Bén Co, Thing Long).

-Mac Kinh Dung, con Kinh Chi, gitt Thai Nguyén, xung Uy Vuong, 1598 bi thit cd & cho cua
Dong (Thang Long).

-Mac Kinh Chuong chiém Thién Thi. 1596 bi giét...

1593

-Mac Kinh Cung xung dé hiéu Can Théng, gitt chiu Yén Bac ¢ Lang Son.

-Nha L& khoi phuc Thing Long, vua L& Thé Tong vé kinh su.

1598

-Thang 12, Mac Kinh Cung thua chay sang Tau tir 1594, dugc nha Minh gitp ép Trinh Tung cho
Kinh Cung trdn & Cao Bang.

1600

-Bon Phan Ngan, Bui van Khué 1am phan theo vé nha Mac, vua phai lanh di Thanh Hoa.

-Mac Kinh Cung dugc Bui thi, m¢ Mac Mau Hop, don vé chiém bong Kinh (Thang Long) dan
theo vai van. Thang 12, thua quan Trinh Tung, chay sang Kim Thanh.

1601

-Mac Kinh Cung lai thua, b6 Kim Thanh, tron 1én Lang Son.

-Vung Hai Duong, Son Nam, Son Tay, Kinh Bic binh dinh.

1609

-Mac Kinh Cung chiém Lang Son r6i quiy rdi Thai Nguyén, sau thua quan Trinh phai chay vao
hang dong an nau.

1613



-Trinh Trang dep xong Yén Quang, di kinh 1y vung nay.

1616 -Mac Kinh Cung nhuong ngdi cho Mac Kinh Khoan (Bién Nién Lich St C6 Trung Dai)
(Theo Lé Quy Don thi mii dén 1621/23 Mac Kinh Khoan méi tiém ngdi).

1618 -Mac Kinh Khoan chiém Thai Nguyén, Cao Bang, thua quan Trinh Trang, chay trén. 1621-23
-Mac Kinh Khoan xung Khanh Vuong, hiéu Long Thai, cuing Kinh Cung chiém giir Cao Bang, nhung
bi¢t 1ap (theo Le Quy Don).

1623

~Trinh Trang 1én ngoi, phai dep du dang cta em 1a Trinh Xuan, vé dong & Thanh Hoa.

-Mac Kinh Khoan thtra co kéo quan dén Gia Lam, dom do kinh su, nguoi theo hang van, bi Trinh
Trang danh tan phai chay vé Cao Bang

1625

-Mac Kinh Cung bi diét. Mac Kinh Khoan xin lam phién tran, triéu dinh thuin nhung bat bo dé
hiéu.

1638

- Mac Kinh Khoan mét, con 13 Kinh Vii [én ngoi, lai xung dé hiéu Thuan buec.

1657

-Trinh Trang mat, duoc truy phong Nghi Vuong. Con 1a Trinh Tac (Duong Vuong) 1én nbi ngoi.

1667

-Mac Kinh Vii thua quan Trinh Tac, chay tron sang Tiéu Tran Yén ctia nha Thanh.

1669

-Nha Thanh bét Trinh Tac tra lai 4 chau & Cao Béng cho Mac Kinh Vi

1677

- Mac Kinh Vii theo Ngo Tam Qué chéng lai nha Thanh. Qué mét, triéu dinh gui thu cho nha Thanh
ké 61 Kinh Vii. Khi Kinh Vii thua quan Dinh vin T4 chay sang Long Chau, nha Thanh bat giao tra ho
Trinh. Nha Mac dén day méi dut.

A/ Cauhéi thir nhét : Ba sinh ndm nao ?

a) Sém nhat vao nam 1589

Mai dén thang 12 nam 1598, Mac Kinh Cung méi dua thé nha Minh, dugc vé tran dong ¢ Cao
Bang. Gia dinh ba chi c6 thé di cu 1én Cao Bang sém nhit vao ndm sau (1599), khi 4y ba mgi 10 tudi

1599 - 10 = 1589

b) Mudn nhat vao ndm 1591

- Ba chi pho hai chua Trinh thi mudn nhit phai méit ciing nim véi Trinh Tac (1657-82), néu mat
sau 1682 thi thanh "nhét kinh chiéu t&r vuong" chtr khong phai "tam vuong" nita. Néu ba mat vao nim
1682, tho 80 tudi, thi ba sinh mudn nhit vao nim :

1682 - 80 = 1602

10 tudi theo cha 1én Cao Bang trc 12 vao nim :

1602 +10=1612

Khi 4y Hai Duong, qué ba, di binh dinh tir 1601, thi gia dinh ba con chay 1én Cao Bang lam gi ?
Tt nhién khong phai ba sinh nam 1602.

- Gia dinh ba chay 1én Cao Bang mudn nhét phai vao dau nim 1601, ngay trudc khi Hai Duong
binh yén, nhu vay ba sinh mudn nhit vao nam :

1601 - 10 =1591

c¢) Ba sinh nam 1590

Nguyén Trong Thuat viét :"Nam 20 tudi, nha Lé khoi phuc Thiang Long, ba theo cha 1én Cao Bang



..". Ttr cudi thé ky X VI dén dau thé ky XVII, nha Lé "khoi phuc" Thing Long ba lan :

1. Nam 1593, sau khi Mac Mau Hop chét, lac ay Mac Kinh Cung chua tran dong Cao Bang, tat
nhién gia dinh ba khong chay 1én Cao Bang, 1én véi ai ?

2. Nam 1623, Nghi Vuong Trinh Trang moi 1én ng6i, dang lo diét du dang Trinh Xuan, kinh thanh
r6i loan, phai bo vé Thanh Hoa. Mac Kinh Khoan nhan co hoi tién quan dén Gia Lam, dom do kinh
su, nhung mot thing sau bai tran, bo chay vé Cao Bang, quan Trinh chiém lai Thiang Long. Néu khi 4y
ba 20 tudi, thi ba sinh nim:

1623 - 20 =1603

Tho 80 tudi, tirc 1a ba mat ndm 1683, sau Duong Vuong mdt ndm, truong hop ndy lai roi vao canh
"nhét kinh chiéu t&r vueong", khong 6n.

3. Nam 1600, bon Phan Ngan, Bui van Khu¢ lam phan, theo nha Mac, vua L€ phai lanh vé Thanh
Hoa, Mac Kinh Cung toan chiém gitr Thing Long, nhung thua quan Trinh, phai chay dén Kim Thanh,
roi 1én Lang Son. Néu nam 4y ba 20 tudi thi ba sinh :

1600 - 20 = 1580

Cho 14 ba 14y Nghi Vuong ngay khi méi 1én 1am chaa (1623) thi luc 4y ba da :

1623 - 1580 = 43 tudi

e gia qua, chic chua Trinh khong nap cung.

C6 1& Nguyén Trong Thudt so ¥ viét nham 10 tudi thanh 20 tudi, vi cac sach khac déu ghi ba 1én
Cao Bang nam 10 tu6i. Néu ba 1én Cao Bang nam 10 tudi thi ba sinh nim :

1600 - 10 = 1590

Kiém chirng lai :

Néu quia ba sinh ndm 1590 thi truede hét khong phan voi thuyét trinh bay trén ddy cho ba sinh sém
nhat ndm 1589, mudn nhat nim 1591. Nhitng chi tiét khac ciing déu phu hop :

1600 , Ba 10 tudi, 1én Cao Bang. Khi ay nha Lé vira khoi phuc Thing Long, Hai Duong chua binh
dinh, ma Mac Kinh Cung thi da tran dong Cao Bang dugc hon mot nim, du thi gid on dinh tinh thé, lai
c6 nha Minh tng h dang sau, 1ong dan con quy phuc nha Mac, gia dinh ba chay 1én Cao Bang 1a phai.

1607 , Ba 17 tudi, da 1én Cao Bang va cai trang di hoc dugc 7 nam, du suc di thi. Mac Kinh Cung
chiém giir Cao Bang duoc 9 nim, du thi gio to chirc khoa cir.

1609 , Mac Kinh Cung thua quin Trinh phai chay vao hang dong an ndu, tit ba ciing chay theo, cho
nén quan Trinh m&i bat duoc ba ¢ trong ring, nhung khong r6 vao ndm nao. Trinh Trang méi dén nim
1623 moi chinh thirc lam chia, va dén khi chét (1657) moi dugc truy phong lam Nghi Vuong. Cau

"quin dem ba vé ndp chia Trinh Nghi Vuong.. "rat toi nghia. Néu qua ba bi bat khi Trinh Trang méi
1€n lam chaa (1623) thi luc a ay ba vira 33 tudi, ké ra ciing con tré, ¢ thé dugc nap cung. Chi so ba bi
bat tir trude, quan dem vé ndp khong phai cho chiia Trinh Tung, ma la ndp cho Trinh Trang, lic 4 ay la
Thanh quin cong, tuy chua 1am chiia nhung tir 1612 da thong 1anh quan d6i di dep ho Mac miy lan,
Trang la nguoi sau nay s€ lam chua va dugc phong tude Nghi Vuong.

1631, Ba 41 tudi, du gia dan dé khao duyét lai cac bai vin thi Pai khoa, Nguyén Tho Xuan nho ba
dugc dd dau.

1670 , Ba mit nim 80 tudi, trudc Duong Vuong Trinh Tac 12 nam, hop cau "nhat kinh chiéu tam
vuong'.

B. - Cau hoi thir hai : Ba 1dy chia Mac nao ?

Ba chi c6 thé 1ay mot trong ba chiia Mac da chiém giit Cao Bang 1 :

- Mac Kinh Cung, con Kinh Dién, Pién 1a chdu goi Mac Piang Dung bang ong,

- Mac Kinh Khoan, chau goi Kinh Cung b.%mg chua,va la cha cua Kinh Vi,

- Mac Kinh Vi, cling goi la Kinh Hoan, 1a con ctia Kinh Khoan.



a) Ba khong thé 14y Mac Kinh Vii (1638-77)

Mai dén 1638 Kinh Vii méi 16n ngdi ma 1631 ba da theo vé chaa Trinh va chdm thi & Thing Long,
tit nhién khong phai Vii cho ba d6 Trang, va ba tat khong lay Vil.

b) Ba ciing khong thé 1ay Mac Kinh Khoan

(1616/21/23-38)

- Cho 14 ba 14y Kinh Khoan tir khi Khoan méi 1én Cao Bang (1616) va to chirc thi cir ngay, thi nim
ayba da :

1616 - 1590 = 26 tudi

26 tudi méi thi dd thi khong lay gi lam sém ddi voi mdt ngudi ndi tiéng 1a thong minh xuat ching;
26 tudi mbi xuat gia thi lai cang khong som dbi véi mot phu nir thoi xwa, thir nhat lai 1a mot nguoi rat
dep, cang vo 1y.

- Néu 17 tu6i ba thi d6 va lay chaa Mac, tit phai vao nim :

1590 + 17 = 1607

Khi 4y Mac Kinh Khoan chua 1én Cao Béng va c6 thé cting chua chinh thirc 1én ngoi. Theo Lé Quy
Pon, sau khi Mac Mau Hop chét, Kinh Khoan con 14n quét trén 20 nim & ving Pai Ttr, Vi Nhai, rdi
mdi 1én Cao Bing. Bién Nién Lich Str C6 Trung Pai chép :"nim 1616 Kinh Cung nhudng ngdi cho
con 1 Kinh Khoan" tinh ra ciing trén 20 nim sau khi Mac Méau Hop bi chém ¢ Thing Long. Néu 1616
Khoan méi 1én Cao Bang thi tt nhién Khoan khong phai 13 ngudi cho ba d6 Trang, va ba ciing khong
1ay Khoan.

c) Ba chi ¢6 thé 1ay Mac Kinh Cung néu ba thi 3 va lay chia Mac & Cao Bang nim 1607, khi 4y
Kinh Khoan chua 1én Cao Bang, va Kinh Vil chua 18n ngdi.

Céu "nha Mac mat, ba theo vé chaa Trinh Nghi Vuong" khong dung, phai stra lai 1a :" Mac Kinh
Cung bai tran, ba tron theo vao ring, bi qun Trinh bat, ndp cho Trinh Trang (sau ndy lam chaa va khi
chét dugc phong tudc Nghi Vuong). Nha Mac chi "mat" véi Mac Kinh Vi,

Sau day 13 bang tom tit nhitng nim dang ghi nhd trong doi ba (néu c6 1am, chac ciing chi xé dich
khoang 10 nam) :

1590, Sinh ¢ lang Kiét Bac.

1600 , 10 tudi, 1én Cao Béng t1 nan.

(1607) , 17 tudi thi d6, 1ay Mac Kinh Cung (c6 thé thi d6 1ay Mac Kinh Cung mudn hon miy niam).

(1623) , 33 tudi, 14y Trinh Trang (co thé 14y tir trudc).

(1631) , 41 tudi, cham thi & Thing Long, cho Nguyén Tho Xuin d4 dau.

1660 ,70 tudi vé lang, dung am "Pam Hoa" dé 6.

1670 , Mét nam 80, tang & nii Tri Ngu, lang Kiét Pac.

Chatenay-Malabry thang 5, 1990

(Van hoc, s6 53-54, thang 7 & 8, 1990)

Chu thich :

1. Tran L& Sang, Phung Khic Hoan, tr. 30.

2. Bui Hanh Can, Lé Quy Pén, tr. 159.

Str Ky Toan Thu IV, 189 chép Nguyén thi Nién la vo Bui van Khug, vi co chi 14y Mac Mau Hop,
thuong ra vao trong cung. Hop thay dep, muu giét Khué dé toan chiém.

3. Pong Chau, Nam Phong s6 24. C6 thé tén ndy do chaa Trinh dit cho, vi cac cung tdn cta vua
Le, chia Trinh, tén dém chir "Ngoc".

4. Céc sach déu chép ba dd thi khoa, mot vai chd noi ba dd Trang nguyén, khong r6 do la sy thue
hay thiy noi dd tha khoa voi cho ngay 13 phai dd Trang ? Nha Nguyén c6 18 khong lay ai d6 Trang
nguyén, song nha Mac hau nhu khoa nao ciing 1ay ngudi d6 Trang, nén tdi ciing dé ba dd Trang cho



thich hop véi truyén thong nha Mac.

5. Pai Nam Nhat Thong Chi chép :"Vua L8 triéu vao day cung nit, phong cho tudc hiéu 1a Nghi Ai
quan".

6. Theo Vii Phuong Dé thi dén thé ky 18, vin tho ba da that lac gan hét. Nguan Trong Thuat viét
trong Nam Phong s6 161 : "Sach ndy (Gia ky) con truyén dén gan day moi mat" khong 16 tac gia co
bang ching hay chi chép theo ho Vi ma quén rang v6i ho Vi thi "gin day" c6 nghia 1a thé ky thir
X VI, con voi ho Nguyén thi "gan day" c¢6 nghia 1a dau thé ky tha XX ?

7. Co ban chép :

Kém vi mot chut dao dién,

Song le Bac thi von duyén Han than,

8. C6 ban chép :

Nit nhi du ding c6 ray

9. Co ban chép :

Gian loai vang da hon hao

Nguyén Trong Thuat ké 12 "mot ong quan trong lang dén hoi, ba gian, viét cau nay". Thiét tudng
néu 6ng quan dén hoi 1a c6 du nghi 1&, néu ba khong thuan thi thoi, c& sao lai ghép cho nguoi ta tdi
"hdn hao" ? Thuyét "cau 4m choc gheo" hop 1y hon.

Sach tham khao :

- Bién Nién Lich St Co Trung Pai, Ha N6i : Khoa Hoc Xa Hoi, 1987.

- Bui Hanh Can, Lé Quy P6n, Ha Noi : Van Hoa, 1985.

- Pai Nam Nhét Thong Chi, I1I, tr. 437, Ha Noi : Khoa Hoc Xa Hoi, 1971.

- B6 Nam (Nguyén Trong Thuit), "Ba Sao Sa, Nit Trang nguyén", Nam Phong s6 161, 9-1931, tr.
342-4.

- Pong Chau (Nguyén Hiru Tién), "Ba L& Phi Nguyén Thi", Nam Phong s6 24, 6-1919, tr. 501-2.

- Kham Binh Viét St Thong Giam Cuong Muc, XV & XVI, Ha Noi : Van St Dia, 1957.

- L& Quy Don, Pai Viét Thong Str, Ha N6i : Khoa Hoc Xa Hoi, 1978.

- Ng6 Si Lién, Pai Viét St Ky Toan Thu, IV, Ha Noi1 : Khoa Hoc Xa Hoi, 1968.

- Nguyén B4 Trac, Hoang Viét Giap Ty Nién Biéu, Saigon : B6 Qubc Gia Gido Duc, 1963.

- Phan Huy Cha, Lich Triéu Hién Chuwong, Khoa Muyc Chi, Ha Néi : Str Hoc, 1961.

- Quynh Co, Mai Quéc Lién, Van Phac, Chuy¢n Hay Sur C{i, Ha NO1 : Thanh Nién, tr. 24-6, 1989.

- Tran L& Sang, Phung Khac Hoan, Ha Noi : 1985,

- Tran Trong Kim, Viét Nam St Lugc, Saigon : Tan Viét, 1953.

- Vii Phuong Dé, Cong Du Tiép Ky, Saigon : Bo Qubc Gia Gido Duc, Dich gia : Nguyén Dinh
Diém.

Tap 111, tr. 118-22 "L& phi sinh thong tug..."

Tap 111, tr. 34-41 "Nguyén Coéng Tho Xuan"

*
* sk

Bai nay viét nim 1990, dén 1993 t6i duoc doc "Ba Tién si thoi Mac" (Nhitng ba giao tho1 xua,
Ha Noi: Phu nit, 1988) cua D4 thi Hao cho biét ba Nguyén thi Dué d6 Tién si & Cao Bang thoi Mac
Kinh Cung, khoa Binh Thin (1616). Chinh ra Chi Linh Phong V4t Chi chép ba Dué d6 nim Mau Thin,
tirc 1a 1628 hay 1688, song theo PJ thi Hao thi ¢6 1& Mau Thin khong dung vi tir 1628 dén 1644 quan
Trinh khong danh nhau véi quan Mac tran ndo, ma nim 1631 thi ba Dué da & Thing Long cho Nguyén
Minh Triét dd Tién si, c6 18 vi thé, dua vao chit "Thin" P thi Hao d3 d6i Mau Thin sang Binh Thin ?

C6 diéu khong 6n 1a tir 1609, Mac Kinh Cung d3 thua quan Trinh phai chay vao hang dong an néu.



Viéc ba chay tron theo vao rumg r6i bi quan Trinh bat nop Trinh Trang ching to khi 4y ba da thanh hon
voi Kinh Cung, tirc 13 ba da d6 Trang tir trudc.

Néu Bién Nién Lich Str C6 Trung Pai chép dung thi 1616 Mac Kinh Cung nhuong ngdi cho Kinh
Khoan, thé thi con t6 chirc thi ctr kén ngudi lam gi ?

Chir "Thin" chua chic 1a ding, nay ta thir cin ctr vao chr "Mau'va d61 Mau Thin sang Mau Than
(1608) thi thay no6 khong xa o1 thot diém toi tinh 1a may (1607). Tuy nhién, vi dya vao Chuyén Hay
Str Cil, ndi ba dd nam 17 tudi (xét ra co 1y bai ba rat thong minh), nhung lai 14 d6 6... Thiang Long va
vao cuéi tho1 nha Mac (1527-1592) cho nén to1 da de dat dat (1607) trong ngodc don, c6 nghia la co
thé mudén hon miy nim.

Ngoai ra ba Do thi Hao con cho biét thﬁy hoc ctia ba Du ho Cao va cau "nhit kinh chiéu tam
vurong"con c6 thé hiéu 1a ba Du sdng dudi triéu ba vi vua Lé, tirc 14

Lé Than téng :1619-42 rdi 1649-62

Lé Chan tong :1643-48

L& Huyén tong : 1663-71

Hoac trai qua ba do1 chiia Trinh :

Trinh Trang : 1623-57

Trinh Tac : 1657-82

Trinh Can : 1682-1709

Hoac ba vuong triéu, tirc 1a triéu nha L&, triéu nha Mac va ca triéu cic chia Trinh nita.

Trudce hét, "chiéu tam verong" ma hiéu 12 "tam vuong triéu" thi c6 18 hoi guong ép.

Con ndi ba "sdng", v4i nghia "phuc vu" dudi triéu ba vua Lé Than tong, Chan tong, Huyén tong thi
co thé duoc vi cong ca ba doi vua la :

1671 - 1619 =52 nam.

Ta di biét ba tho 80 tuoi, vay thi 28 ndm con lai g6m 18 nam dau doi khi ba con di hoc va 10 nam
cudi doi khi ba di tu, khéng phuc vu ai ca.

Vé cac chiia Trinh néu ké ba séng dudi Trinh Cin e khong 6n vi Trinh Can 1én ngdi nim 1682, cho
1a ba chi phuc vu Can c6 mdt ndm roi di tu thi ba mit nim :

1682 +10=1692

Va sinh ndm :

1692 - 80 =1612

Vay thi 1am thé nao dd ndm 1608 (theo t6i tinh) hay 1616 (theo ba Hao tinh) dwgc ? Ba phai song
dudi thot Trinh Tung (1571-1623) va Trinh Trang, Trinh Tac méi hop 1y.

Suy nghi k¥, t6i van théy "tam vuong" tré vao Mac Kinh Cung, Trinh Trang va Trinh Tac dang hon
ca.



Chwong VII - KHOA CU THOI HAU LEUOI MAT SAMUEL
BARON

Brc hoa ciia Samuel Baron in trong cuén A Description of the Kingdom of Tonqueen, viét khoang
1685-6, duoc nhiéu ngudi chu ¥ va in lai, coi 13 birc hoa dau tién v& canh Thi Pinh & Viét Nam.

Samuel Baron la a1 ?

S. Baron 13 mdt nguoi Hoa Lan lai Bac ky, ¢6 18 sinh tai "Ca Cho" (= Ké cho, tic Thang Long).
Cha la dai dién cho cong ty An D6 cta Hoa Lan ¢ Bic vao nim 1663, nhung c6 thé da séng ¢ day tir
trude. Lon 1€n, S. Baron n6i nghiép nha, cting 1am cho cong ty An Do cua Hoa Lan, sau chuyén sang
1am cho cong ty An cua Anh, nhap tich dan Anh, va cudi cung bo di budn riéng quanh ving Pong Nam
A. Nam 1678, 1680 va 1682 ¢6 trd vé "Ca Cho". Trong sach, S. Baron cong nhdn minh d3 sinh ra &
Béc ky va viét cudn ndy co ¥ gidi thiu Pang Ngoai véi ngu’oi Anh, do d6 d3 dé cap dén du ca moi
van dé : st ky, dia du, dan toc, phong tuc, chinh sy, y hoc v.v..

Thoat méi tim thay btrc hoa, t6i rat vui mimng tin tuong 6 6¢ quan sat cung cach ghi chép ti mi va
chinh x4c cta nguoi Au. Tuy chi c6 mot nira dong mau Au trong huyét quan, nhung cach trinh bay cudn
sach to ra S. Baron dd chiu anh hudng rd rét cta nén vin hoa Tay phuong.

Nhung sau khi ngam ki birc hoa, toi thiy c6 1& nén dé dit, vi no khong phit hop véi nhitng diéu toi
doc trong "Nghi thirc thi Pinh" ctia Phan Huy Cht(1). Phan Huy Chu tuy chi d6 Tu tai, song 1a con
Tién si Phan Huy fch, mot ngudi di ting du thi Dinh thoi Hau Lé, Phan Huy Chu lai viét sach nghién
ctru vé Khoa ctr & Viét Nam, con S. Baron chi 1a mot nha budn va 1a mot nguoi lai, chiu anh hudng
Tay phuong nhiéu hon, nén t6i cho sy hiéu biét vé Khoa cir cta S. Baron chi ¢ giéi han va tin Phan
Huy Chu hon.

Pé tién viéc so sanh, tdi xin luc dang ca buc hoa ctua S. Baron va bai "Nghi thirc thi Dinh" cua
Phan Huy Cht :

NGHI THUC THI BINH

"Sang sém hom ay, Thuong thiét ty dit ngai vua & chinh giira dién Kinh Thién, dat huong 4n va
ban ¢ trudc ngu toa, dat ngu toa cua Chua ¢ bén ngu toa cuia Vua. Thira du cuc dat ban & hai bén ta,
hitu san rong, dé quyén thi, but va nghién myuc & trén ban. Cac quan Pé diéu, Tri cbng cir, Giam thi
chia nhau dung & hai bén cac ban dé quyén thi. Nhan vién hai vé Cam y, Kim ngd bay 1éu thi (2) va
quyén thi ¢ hai bén san rong. Mot vién Lé quan (dung quan L& bo), mdt vién Tuyén ché sach (dung
quan Dong cac) dimg ¢ bén ta san rong (huéng vé bén hiru), mot vién Nghi ché ty (dimg & bén hiru san
rong huéng vé bén ta), hai vién Tuan xudc (lam thoi dugc sai) ding ¢ hai bén ta hiru san rong (hudng
ve phia Bac) Quan linh cac ty vé cam co xi theo nghi thrc. Hoi tréng nghiém dau, cac dai than van vo
tién vao chau, ai nay déu mang pham phuc dung sip hang ¢ ngoai ctra Poan mon. Hoi tréng nghiém
thtr hai, rude ngy gia Vua dén dién Kinh Thién, rudc Chia ngy 1én dién (hoi vé phia bong). Tu ban
dan cac dai than dau ban va cac quan van vd vao ding hau & hai bén san rong (hudng vé phia Béc).
Vua d61 mil xung thién méc ao bao vang, dai ngoc, Ién ngdi ngu toa. Chia doi mu xung thién, médc ao
bao tia, dai ngoc, 1én ngdi ngu toa. Vit roi (3). Cap mdn xuong :"Bai ban, ban t&, clic cung bai (ndm
lay, ba vai), hung, binh than". Cac quan chia ban dimg hau. L& quan vao giita nguy dao quy xudng. Hai
vién Tu ban dan cac si nhin vao gitta ngu dao, ding sap hang hai bén. Xudng :"Quy". Cac si nhin déu
quy. L& quan tiu : "Nhiing si nhan tring thire ky thi HO1 nay 1a bao nhi€u ngudi, tén la gi, vang vao
bién thi". Tau xong lui ra ding chd cii. Ty ban xudng :"Khau dau". Cac quan Pé diéu, Tri cong ctr,
Giam thi dua quyén thi, but, nghién, muc cho si nhan xong, lai lui ra dimg chd cii. Quan Tuyén ché dén



gitta ngy dao quy tau :"TAu truyén ché". Roi phi phuc van quy. Quan Tu 1& giam dem to ché sach giao
cho quan Tuyén ché, vién nay nhan lay ché sach roi dung day, lui ra dung tya v€ phia Dong san rong.
Doc xong, quan Tuyén ché lai dem ché sach dén gitra ngy dao quy xudng dang lai cho quan Tu 1& giam
nhan lay, roi quan Tuyén ché lui ra dirmg chd cii. Quan Tuan xudc dan cac si nhan ra ngoi ¢ 1éu thi (2).
Nghi ché ty dén gilta ngu dao quy tau :"L2& tat". Lai rat voi. Vua vé cung. Chia vé ndi phu. Céac dai
than van vo déu lui ra" (1).

Cin cr vao Phan Huy Chua va nhirng bai viét vé thi Dinh thoi nha Nguyén - vi Khoa ctr duéi triéu
Nguyén t6 chirc theo khuon miu nha Hau Lé (4) - t6i thdy co 1& S. Baron d sai 1am & nhitng diém nay

A.- V& buc hoa

1) Vua L&, Chta Trinh.Tranh v& vua Lé ngdi ching kién thi Pinh, nhung lai ngdi mot minh, vay thi
chia Trinh di dau ? Tir 1664, Trinh Tac da dat chd ngoi cia Chua & bén ta ngai Vua thanh 16 roi. Thi
Pinh lai 12 mot chuyén tdi quan trong : kén nhan tai giup nudc, chon ngudi phu ta dic luc cho minh
chinh 14 & ddy. Nam 1736, Trinh Giang con cho thi Tién si ngay trong Phu dudng, tu chdm bai 4n dinh
cao thip, bai thi & Dién bo di khong dua cho Vua chdm (Cuong Muc XVII, 30) thi doi ndo chaa Trinh
lai chiu dé vua L& mot minh tw do kén chon ngudi tai gidi dé thém vay canh chdng lai Soai phu ?

Tuy tranh v& bo quén chia Trinh, nhung trong sach S. Baron viét rd Vua va Chia chimg kién hai
ngay thi dau, nhirng ngay sau dé cho cac quan Thuong thu dai dién.

2) Canh phong. Ngam tranh ta ¢6 cam twong Vua ngodi do subt ca ngay, trong khi Phan Huy Chu
viét sau khi 1am 1& khai mac xong, Vua Chtia déu rat ngay vé cung, cac quan ciing ndi got ra vé. Tuy
Phan Huy Cha khong noi 16, song cdc si nhan chi lam bai sau khi tat ca cac quan rat lui, chi dé lai hai
ong quan vd Tuan la, Tudn xudc ngdi canh, tiéng 13 quan to nhung khong du chir nghia dé "ga" cac si
nhan. Vi khong hiéu dyung ¥ nay nén S. Baron mo1 cho hai 6ng quan ngdi canh la 6ng Tuncy (Tién s7)
va v€ trong khi Vua L& con ng61 so 80 ra do, cac si nhan da cam cui viét bai !

3) Léu hay chiéu ?Theo S. Baron, cac cdng si ngdi thi ngay trén san rong mdi ngudi trong mot cai
1éu bang gong tre cing vai.

"Nghi thirc thi DPinh", trong ban dich ctia Ha Noi, cling néi cac si nhan "ra ngdi 1éu thi"

T6i thay diéu ndy can phai kiém tra lai vi da goi 1a thi Dinh, hay Pién thi, tirc 1 thi trong cung cua
Vua thi con gi can dén "1éu" nita ? Thi Pinh thoi nha Nguyén chic chan khong c6 1éu, cac cong si di thi
chi mang mi ao, hia hét vi duoc coi 1a da lam quan nén khi thi phai méc do thung ngdi viét con cac
thire khac nhu gidy, muc, yén, trap, chiéu ngdi cho chi d6 n, thirc udng déu do Vua ban (5).

Ngo Tat T6 ta thi Pinh diénra ¢ Ta vu va Hitu vu dién Can Chinh. Yén (ban) va chiéu di dugc bo
L& dua vao bay tir chiéu hom trudce. Cac cbng si tuy co quy ¢ san dé 1inh dau bai nhung sau d6 phai
dem dau bai vé chiéu ngdi ctia minh ma viét (6).

Chu Thién ta thi & dién Thai Hoa. Quan L& bd Thuong thu xuit ban quy trude san dién xin cho 17
ngudi Trang cach vao "Binh d6i" (tirc thi Pinh) réi nhuong chd cho quan din dao dan 17 Nho sinh
Trang cach vao pha phuc trude san. Sau khi dugc Vua truyén cho "dang dién d6i sach” cac Nho sinh
dung day budc ba budc 1én dién. Trén dién dd co sin 17 cai yén va 17 cai chiéu rai khip dién. Khi
Vua cho phép "khai doc ché sach" cac Nho sinh méi cAm dau bai md xem trong khi Vua hdi cung va
cac quan vin v ra vé chi dé lai hai ong quan v6 va linh canh (7).

Chu Thién va Ngo Tat T6 tiéng 1a viét tiéu thuyét song nhirng chi tiét vé thi ctr, thé 1¢ cling nhu
nghi thuec, déu c6 tra ctru chir khong bia dat. BPai Nam Thuc Luc Chinh Bién xac nhan cac cong s1 tho1
nha Nguyén thi Dinh khong ngoi "léu" ma lam bai ¢ "ban thi" :

1822 Céng s 1am bai & ban thi tai T4 vu va Hiru vu dién Céan Chinh.

1856 Thi Pinh ¢ dién Khim Van : " Trudc mot ngdy, bd LE bay ban thi, chiéu ngdi ¢ hai nha hanh



lang bén T4, bén Hitu dién Kham Van. Ngay thi, cac Giam thi mic dai triéu dén san dién Kham Vin,
vién Kinh-din din Cdng si vao sin dién quy, ngoanh mdt hudng Bic. Vién Dang—ta dem nhiing ban
glay vang chia cho nhing nguoi thi tiép 1ay gio cao lén tran rdi trao lai cho vién Pang ta, lay nim lay
i dén ban thi, chiéu tén minh 1am van. Cac vién Giam thi dy viéc thi deu dén nha Hiru vu, dién Can
Chinh chyc hau. Cac vién Tuan la, Tuan sat ¢ lai kiém soat. Dén hét trong suu-khong (bat dau canh
mot, lac troi toi) phai dem quyén thi va ban thao ndp. Quan Tuan la thu xong méi md cira cho Cong si
ra" (8).

Robert de la Susse cho biét dién Kham Vin sau Vua dung lam nha hoc nén lai ddi ra thi ¢ dién
Can Chinh va nhitng hanh lang dan dén Pai Cung Mon. Robert de la Susse ciing xac nhan hai vién
quan & lai canh phong déu 1a quan v (9).

Ta thay rd, tuy thoi, nha Nguyén c6 thé thay doi noi thi khi ¢ dién Can Chinh khi ¢ dién Thai Hoa,
lac ¢ dién Kham Van, nhung du thi ngay trén dién, hay tai Ta vu, Hitu vu v.v... thi chd nao cac Cong si
cling ng01 chiéu va ban thi chir khong ngoi 1éu.

Tuyét Huy, Tran van Giap va Duong Quang Ham déu noi thi ctr nha Nguyen rap theo khuon mau
nha Hau L&, nha Nguyén thi Dinh khong c6 1&u thi chac nha Lé cling vay, dau thi & dién Kinh Thién hay
¢ dién Ho1 Anh (10).

C6 1& S. Baron d4 13n thi Hoi véi thi Pinh. Thi Hoi thoi nha Lé cac Cong si ngdi 1éu that - nhu da
thay trong Tang Thuong Ngau Luc (11) - vi thi trong trudng thi.

Con vé bai "Nghi thirc thi Pinh", t6i ngd ngudi dich so ¥ da thém chir "1éu" vao, chi vi noi dén thi
ctr 12 ai ciing 1ap tirc nghi ngay dén hai chir "léu chdng" (2).

Tom lai, khong chac S. Baron da thiy tan mat canh thi Pinh dé ma vé, hay nhd ngudi vé cho tudng
tan, mic dau da sinh va sdng mot thoi gian ¢ "Ca cho". Cung dinh 13 chdn tham nghiém dé& gi ai mubn
ra mudn vao cling duoc ? Huéng chi lai 1a lac ¢6 o chirc mot ky thi trong dai ndm van ménh quéc gia?
Ngay nhu thi Hrong ctling phai ¢6 linh canh gac nghiém mat bén trong, va linh v0 trang cung voi, ngua
tuan hanh ram rap sudt ngay bén ngoai nita la thi Dinh. S. Baron chi la mft nha bu6n 1€ nao lai duoc tu
do vao quan sat ? Hudng ho luat nha L& cAm ngoai qudc, du 1a Trudng tau, qua cung di¢n cling "khong
duoc xong xao di lai" (L& Triéu Chiéu Linh Thién Chinh, tr. 177) vao xem thé nio dugc ?

B. - Vé Khoa ctr & Viét Nam

S. Baron thanh thyc cho biét nhirng van dé nao khong nim vitng déu nho nguoi ban x ¢6 hoc thirc
va c6 tin nhiém giang giai h. Song co 18 vi khong hiéu rd, hodc khi viét chd nhd chd quén, nén di 1an
16n thi Huong véi thi Hoi va thi Binh. Theo S. Baron thi Viét Nam c6 ba loai thi khac nhau: "loai thir
nhat 14y nhitng ngudi d6 "Singdo" (Sinh dd, tirc Ta tai), loai thtr nhi iy nhitng nguoi ¢4 "Hungcong"
(Huong cong, tirc Ctr nhan) va loai thir ba 1ay nhirng ngudi dd "Tuncy" (Tién si). Lai chon trong dam
"Tuncy" 14y nguoi ndo c6 kha ning ctr vao chirc "Trangiveen" (Trang nguyén) ngang v&i chirc Gido sur
hay Vién trudng".

Chic S. Baron  gio sach Tau ra tra cru, tin rang Viét Nam t6 chirc Khoa cir theo khuén mau | Trung
Hoa, khong biét rang ¢ Viét Nam thoi nha Lé clng nhu thoi nha Nguyén, Sinh do, Huong cong thi
chung mdt khoa, ai d6 ba truong thi goi la Sinh d6, d6 ca bdn truong thi goi 1a Huong cong, khong co
1¢ thi Sinh d6 riéng va Huong cong riéng nhu & Trung Quoc(12)

S. Baron tuong thi Ho1 vo1 thi Dinh 1a mot, to chizc bén nam modt 1an. Thi Huong ba nim mot 1an
thi thi Hoi ciing thé, vi thi Hoi bao gior cling dién ra ngay nim sau khi ¢6 thi Huong, Tuy ciing c6 ngudi
coi thi Pinh la ky thi sau cung cuta thi Hoi, t6 chirc cach nhau d6 mot thang, nhung thi HO1 va thi Pinh
khéc nhau nhiéu chd. S. Baron néi thi Dinh hodc & truong thi, hodc ¢ cung dién. Khong thé "hodc" chd
nay, "hodc" chd kia duoc. Thi Hoi & truong thi, con thi Pinh phai & trong cung dién vi thi Pinh con
duogc goi 1a Dién thi. Co @6 thi Hoi méi duoc thi Dinh. Ngudi d6 thi Hoi goi 1a Tring cach, cd bang



yét, con do thi Dinh, c6 18 truyén L6 (= Lé Xudng Danh) long trong va lai phan biét ba hang thi do :

a) D¢ nhat giap Tién si chi co ba nguoi, theo thir ty tir cao dén thap 1a :

Trang nguyén, Bang nhén, Tham hoa, goi chung 1a Tam Khoi

b) D¢ nhi giap Tién si thudng chi c6 mot nguoti la Hoang giap

c) B¢ tam giap Tién si, tirc Tién si hang ba, s6 nguoi dd khong nhat dinh.

Triéu Lé goi 1a "dé tam giap Pdng Tién si xuat than" hay "Phuy bang". Ta khong nén 14n "Phy bang"
cua nha L€, torc cac ong nghe hang ba, vo1 "Pho bang" cua nha Nguyén, chi c6 tir 1829, von 14 nhitng
ngudi duge diém cao trong s6 nguoi thi Hoi khong Tring cach. "Pho bang" 1a nhiing ngu:cn hong thi
Hoi ciing chiang khic gi Ta tai 13 nhitng nguoi thi Huong khong dd. Goi "Pho bang" la "6ng Bang"
khong ding, chirc "6ng Bang" danh cho nhiing nguoi dd Tién si thir nhi ctia hang nhat (ae nhat giap
Tién si, d& nhi danh) chi kém co Trang nguyén ma tho. Ay 1a chua ké duéi triéu Nguyén, Bang nhan
tuy hang nhi song chinh la hang nhat bai nha Nguyén khong co 1¢ lay ai dd Trang nguyen(13).

Vé sach hoc, S. Baron ciing chi biét 1o mo ¢6 9 cudn (ctru kinh) nhung 1an sach cta Khong T voi
mon dé cua Khong Tu. That ra sach cua mon d¢ chi c6 cudn "Manh Tu" con nhing cudn néi la cua
Khong Tir, trir cubn "Xudn Thu", ciing chi do Khong Tir chap nhit nhitng gi nguoi doi trude da viét
(Kinh Djch, Kinh Thi v.v...) hoic do hoc trd Khong Tir ghi lai nhitng 15i thay day (Ludn ngit, Pai hoc
V.V...)

N6i dén dé muyc cac ky thi, ta cang thay S. Baron "h6 d6". Vi du thi Hrong S. Baron hiéu rang :

Ky 1 ¢6 5 cau hoi, bai Vlet phai dung 24 to glay

Ky 2 c6 3 cau hoi, bai Vlet phai dung 12 to gidy

Ky 3 ¢6 2 cau hoi, bai viét diung 8 to

Pung ra bai dai hay ngin khong phai tuy s6 ciu hoi nhiéu hay it ma tuy dé tai. Néu 1a "kinh nghia"
(giang giai kinh sach) hay "van sach" (ban phep tri nudc) thi bai viét thuong dai, phai can dén nhiéu
gidy, con "tho phi" ngan hon, quyén thi di nhién méng hon. Nhung "tho phi" khong nhét dinh phai thi
vao ky 3, nhiéu khi thi ngay ky 2.

S. Baron nhan x¢t rang v€ mat khac nguoi Viét thuong to ra gian tham nhung vé thi cur thi to chire
rat nghiém tac, roc phach 1a mot bang ching. Nhung lai giang rang roc phach tirc 1a khi Thi sinh nop
quyen van ¢ truong phai kém theo mot to gidy riéng ke khai tén tudi, qué quan v.v.. .Quyén ndp r6i, cac
"Tuncy" ma1 roc phach. Nhu the 1a 1am. Trudc mdi khoa thi Huong chung may tuan, cac Thi sinh phai
ghi tén bang cach ndp ba quyen cho ba ky thi dau, trén mat quyén phai khai tén tudi clia ca minh va ong
cha ba doi v.v... vao nhirng chd da dugc an dinh trude de khi quyén dua vao truong thi cac ong Pé
tuyen, ¢ phan sy roc phach, danh du roi xé doi to khai, cit phan c6 tén tudi Thi sinh di, nira Ay goi 1a
cai phach. Khi nao chim xong méi khap phach va biét tén nguoi thi. Tién si 14 khdo quan, chi duoc
charn quyén khi d roc phach, Tién si khong giir viéc roc phach.

%k sk

S. Baron khong phai 1a mot chuyén gia ma chi 18 mdt nha budn, cam but viét duoc du moi van dé
nhu thé khong phai 13 d&, du co sai 1am ciing dang khen nhiéu hon déng ché. Cé diéu khi ta doc S.
Baron ciing nén de dat. N6i chung, sach cua S. Baron van 1a mot tai liéu hiérn quy cho chung ta, vi nd
ghi chép ti mi do1 song 0 Dang ngoai thoi Hau L&, cong hién nhleu chi tiét khong dé gi tim thiy trong
sir sach cua ta, ti nhu tién chi tiéu hing nim cua vua L& dugc a an dinh khoang 8000 d6 la, trong khi tién
thuong mot vién Tan khoa dd thi Huong, ca tién mit 13n sap vai den dé may 4o, tri gia 4 d6 la. Nhitng
gi qua tam hiéu biét ctia S. Baron di nhién ta phai kiém tra lai con nhitng diéu S. Baron c¢6 dip quan sat
hang ngay thi ta c6 thé tin va khong phai 14 tac gia khong c6 nhitng nhan dinh dic sic dang cho ta luu
y.



Thang 8/1991

(Van Hoc, thang 9, 1991)

Chu thich :

1. Phan Huy Chu. "Nghi thuc thi Binh", Lich Triéu Hién Chuong, Khoa Muc Chi, tr. 33.

2. T6i ngo dich gia so y thém chir "léu" vao bai. To6i di nhiéu lan viét thu vé Viét Nam hoi, chi
duoc phic dap mot 1an, tac gia 1a thu khuyén t6i nén gio Lich Triéu Hién Chuong ra ma doc. Rét
mong su chi diém ctia vi ndo c6 ban dich & Saigon hay ban chit Han.

3. "Vit roi" c¢6 nghia 13 ra 1énh phai yén ling trong khi cir hanh I€.

4. Tran van Giap, Khai Tri Tién Pic, tr. 52.

Tuyét Huy, Nam Phong, s6 5/1919.

Duong Quang Ham, Viét Nam Van Hoc Su Yéu, tr. 84.

5. Mdi 1an vua ban, du chi 1a mot miéng trau, cdc Cong si cling phai ding day stra mii 40 lay ta.
Néu khong dung ngay ciing duoc tu do mang vé nha, ké ca khay, chén, bat, dia dung thirc an cling dao,
diia v.v...

6. Ngo Tat T, Léu Chdng, tr. 252-3.

7. Chu Thién, But Nghién, tr. 218-9.

8. Pai Nam Thuc Luc Chinh Bién, XXVIII, tr. 234.

9. Robert de la Susse, "Les Concours littéraires en Annam", p. 13.

10. Tran Ngoc, Van Bia Ha Noi, Tap I, tr. 64.

11. Pham Pinh H6 va Nguyén An, Tang Thuong Ngau Luc, tr. 226.

12. Ta thuong dich Tu tai xwa ciing 14 "bachelier”, t6i thiy khong duoc sat 1am vi né khién moi
ngudi lién twong dén mot ky thi riéng ré nhu thi Ta tai ngdy nay. Néu dich Ctr nhan 1a "Licencié" thi
nén dich Tu tai 1a "Sous admissible" thich hop hon. "Sous admissibles" 1a nhitng nguoi thi khong do
nhung dugc diém cao va co tén trén bang dyu khuyét.

13. Theo 1¢ "ngii bat 1ap" ctia vua Minh Ménh dit ra thi nha Nguyén khong phong vuong, khong
phong Té tudng, khong 1ap Pong cung Thai tir, khong 1ap Chénh cung Hoang hau va khéng 1y ai do
Trang nguyén.
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Dich gia : Nguyén Pinh Diém.
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Cong Du Tiép Ky 1, tr. 137, chép khoang nim Vinh Tho (L& Than Téng, 1658-62) Nguyén vin
Phong lam Pé diéu Hai Duong "sai dao 16 cho hoc tro thi Huong ngé)i thi, trén chup mot cai léng
thua", quang canh hoi gidng voi bire tranh v& ctia S. Baron (1685) chi khac Thi sinh cta S. Baron thi
Pinh va khong phai ngdi duéi 16.



Chwong VIII - CONG CHUA POI TRAN

Noi téi cong chiia doi Tran nguo1 ta thuong lién twong ngay dén Huyén Tran cong chia do Thuong
hoang Nhéan Tén trong mdt chuyén di thim Chiém Thanh di hira ga cho qudc vuwong Ché Man dé két
mbi giao hdo gitta hai nudc; thir nira, nguoi ta nghi dén An Tu cong chiia ga cho Thoat Hoan dé mong
hoa giai voi quan Nguyén; nang cong chia thir ba doi Tran con dugc nhic nhd tdi 1a Thién Ninh cong
chta vi ¢6 dinh 1iéu t6i mdt vu loan dam v&i em rudt.

Trong Viét Str Tiéu An, Ngd Thi Si d ché trach nha Tran vé hai diém :

- Phai dung "my nhan ké" dé gitr nudc

- Loan luan.

Nhung céng binh ma nhan xét thi & nudc ta "loan luan" va ding "my nhan ké" dé giit nudc khong
phéi chi xay ra & doi Tran,

I.- "MY NHAN KE"

Du & Au hay A, xua hay nay, thi phu nit van thuong duoc dung lam "vat hi sinh" trén ban thd to
qudc. Riéng doi Tran khong phai chi Huyén Tran hay An Tu cong chia méi duge dem ra 1am vat doi
chac. Theo thtr tyr ta phai ké

1) Nam 1228, ga Ngoan Thiém cong chia - em vua Thanh Tén, con Thai Tén - cho Nguyén Non.
Non 1a cu si chia Phu Pong, vi bit dugc vang ngoc khong dang 1én triéu dinh nén vua ha chiéu bat
giam. Ty Khanh, anh thtr hai cua Linh Tir quoc mau - me Ly Chi€u Hoang - xin cho Non dugc danh
gidc chudc t01, vua sai di danh dep nguoi Man 6 Quang Oai. Non chiém ctr ving Bic Giang, Poan
Thuong chiém vung chau Hong (Hai Duong). Non g16t Poan Thuong, chiém quan va cudp cua chau
Hong, thanh thé ling lay Tha B9 lo lang, mot mat sac phong cho Non lam Hoai dao Hiéu vii vuong,
mot mit ga Ngoan Thiém cho dé ngam do la tin tirc. Non biét ¥, don cho cong chia & riéng mdt noi
nén cong chua khong lam gi duoc ca.

2) Nam 1286, tuéng Nguyén 1a O Ma Nhi danh rat gip, quin ta tan v&, bon Tran Kién, Lé Tac(1)
dem ca nha dau hang quan Nguyén. Triéu dinh phai sai nguoi dua cong chiia An Tu - em gai Ut cua
Thanh Tén - d&én cho Thoat Hoan dé xoa diu.

3) Ché Man, dya vao 101 hira ctia Thuong hoang Nhan Tén, dang ky hwong cting bau vat xin cudi
Huyén Tran. Triéu dinh chi c6 hai ngudi ban nén ga 1a Tran Khic Chung va Van Pao Tai, con Tran
Quang Khai. Sau Ché Man dang thém hai chau O, Ly, vua Anh Tén méi quyét dinh. Thang 6 nam
1306, vua Anh Ton ga em gai 12 Huyén Tran cho Ché Man. Thang 5 nam 1307 Ché Man chét, theo tuc
16 Chiém Thanh thi Hoang Hau phai 1én dan hoa thiéu chét theo. Thang 10, vua sai Tran Khic Chung
sang diéu tang va tim cach dem Huyén Tran cung Thé tir Pa Gia, con Ché Man, vé. St chép trén
duong vé Tran Khic Chung va cong chia Huyén Tran tu thong véi nhau loanh quanh mii trén bién dén
tan thang 8 nim 1308 méi cap bén(2).

4) Nam 1363, Minh Ton ga Nguyét Son cong chia cho Ngo Dan vi Dan ¢6 vién ngoc rat 16n, ban
duoc nhiéu tién, trd nén g1au c6. Dan cay giau, tu thong voi ngudi khac, khinh khi cong chia. Cong
chta tau 1én, Dan dugc mién tdi chét nhung gia san bi tich thu.

Ngo Thi Si viét :"Nha Tran quen lam 16i nay, c6t dugc loi trong thdy, dem méa phan danh d6i lay
trang thanh, gd Ngoam Thiém cho Nguyén Non, An Tu cho Thoat Hoan déu 16i ay ca"(3).

Ng6 Si Lién cting ché trach : "Thuong hoang dé XUAt gia_ r6i, vua doi ménh c6 khod gi ma dem ga
cho ngudi xa, khong phai giéng noi, cho dung 101 hen trude rdi sau dung muu gian tra cudp lai thé thi
tin & dau(4) ? ". Phé binh nhu thé e co hoi khe khit. Trudc hét, khi gi Huyén Tran, vua Anh Toén khong



thé biét trudc nim sau Ché Man sé chét, viéc dung muu don Huyén Tran vé dé tranh cho cong chia
khoi bi hoa thiéu khong thé coi 1a " gian tra" danh lira 1y duoc thanh réi thi cudp nguoi vé nhu mot
vai nguoi da trach cr. Con " d6i ménh " khong ga, theo 101 ban ctia Ngo Si Lién, thi cling khong phai
1a thu tin.

Chang qua céc sir gia ghét nha Tran vé tdi loan ludn nén thay cai gi nha Tran 1am ciing dang ché
trach. O nudc ta, ding " my nhan ké " nao phai chi nha Tran ? St chép rd rang vé nha Ly

1) Nam 1029, ga Binh Duong cong chiia cho chau myc lang 1a Than Thi¢u Thai.

2) Nam 1036, Ly Thai Tén, so kho khdéng ché cac tu trudng quan linh cic chiu mién thuong du,
két mbi giao hao bang hon nhan, ga cong chiia Kim Thanh cho chdu muc Phong Chau la Lé Tong
Thuan, g cong chiia Truong Ninh cho chau myc Thuong Oai 1a Ha Thién Lam.

Nam 1082, ga Kham Thanh cong chtia cho chau myc Vi Long 1a Ha Di Khanh.

Nam 1126, dem Dién Binh cong chua ga cho Duong Ty Minh la tht 1inh pht Pha Luong.

Niam 1144, lai ga cong chua Thiéu Dung cho Duong Ty Minh lic ndy cai quan cac khe dong doc
theo bién gi¢i duong bd va phong Minh 1am Pho ma lang.

Thé 12 mot minh Duong Tu Minh duoc cudi téi hai ning cong chia va nha Ly da dung to1 5 cong
chtia 1am " vat hi sinh ", nha Tran 4. St nha Lé tuy khong ghi chép ti mi vé cac cong chiia nhu nha
Tran, nhung ciing cho b1et nam 1706 dem nguoi tong ni, 14y danh nghia quén chiia ga cho ti trudng
Triéu Phic nguodi Ai Lao. Ngd Thi Si da viét str 1& nao khong biét nhitng chuyén nay ?

IL.- LOAN LUAN

Qua that doi Tran ngudi trong ho 14y 1an nhau rat nhiéu. Sir chép :

1) Tran Liéu, anh Thai Tén, con Thuong hoang Tran Thira, 1ay Thuan Thién cong chia, con vua Ly
Hué To6n va Thuan Trinh. Thuin Trinh 14 em rudt Tran Thira, Tran Liéu va Thuin Thién 1a con ¢ con
cau.

2) Nam 1225, Tran Canh, tirc Thai Ton, 14y Chiéu Hoang, em Thuan Thién.

3) Sau khi Ly Hué Tén chet giang Hué hau 1am Thién Cuc cong chia, ga cho Thu Do tirc 1a chi
em ho 14y nhau. Hai nguoi von da c6 tu tinh véi nhau tir trude.

4) Nam 1237, vi Chiéu Hoang khéng c6 con, Thi Do ép Thai Ton 1ay Thuan Thién, luc ay di co
mang ba thdng v&i Tran Lidu. Truong hop ndy vira 1a con ¢6 con cau lay nhau, vira 1a em chong 14y chi
dau.

5) Vua Thai Ton hira ga em gai 1a Trudng cong chiia Thién Thanh(5) cho Trung Thanh vuong(6)
va da cho Thién Thanh tdi ¢ nha Nhin Pao vuong, 13 cha dé ra Trung Thanh vuong, dé chd ngay
cudi.

6) Nam 1251, Hung Pao vuong muén l1dy Thién Thanh, dang dém 1én vao phong Thién Thanh
thong dam. Thuy Ba Truong cong chua, chi Thai Ton va Thién Thanh, me nu61 Hung Pao vuong, dang
dém gb ctra cung n6i doi 1a Hung Pao vuong da bj Nhan Pao vuong bat giam, xin vua ctru giup. Su
that, khi vua sai nguoi toi thi Hung Pao vuong con trong phong Thién Thanh va lac ay Nhan Pao
vuong moi biét. Hom sau Thuy Ba phai ding mudi mam vang song xin cudi Thién Thanh cho Hung
Pao. Vua bt dic di phai ga va boi thuong cho Trung Thang vuong. Nhu vay Thién Thanh c6 ho voi
Trung Thanh vuong, lai 1a ¢6 rudt Hung Pao, vi Hung Dao 1a con Tran Liéu, anh rudt Thién Thanh.

7) Nam 1258, Thanh Tén lay Thién Cam 1a con Tran Liéu, tirc 14 con cht con bac 1ay nhau.

8) Thuy Bao cong chua, con vua Thai Ton, 1ay Uy Van vuong Toai.

9) G cong chia tén Thuy, con Thai Ton cho Thuong vi Van Hung hau(7).

10) Thién Thuy cong chiia, con vua Thanh Ton va Thién Cam, tc chau ndi Thai Tén va chau
ngoai Tran Liéu, léy Hung Vii vrong Quéc Nghién, 13 con Hung Pao, chau noi Tran Liéuy, vira 1a con
cd con cdu (Hung Pao va Thién Cam 1a con Tran Liéu) vira 1a chau chi chau bac 14y nhau.



11) Thién Thuyy lai tw thong véi Nhan Hué vaong Tran Khanh Du 1a ton that nha Tran, nhd ¢6 cong
danh quan Nguyén dugc Thugng hoang Thanh Tén nhan lam con nudi.

12 & 13) Nam 1274, Nhan Tén, con Thanh Tén, 1dy Bao Thanh, rdi Tuyén Tir, déu 1a con Hung
Pao vuong. Trudng hop nay gidng Thién Thuy 1y Quéc Nghién.

14) Anh Tén, con Nhan Tén, chdu Thanh Ton, chat Thai Ton, lay Van bBirc phu nhan nam 1292, 1a
con Hung Ngugng viong Qubc Tang, chau ndi Hung Dao, chit Tran Lidu. Thé 13 chau ¢6 chdu cdu
(Hung Pao va Thién Cam 1a con Tran Liéu) hay chat cha chit bac 14y nhau.

15) Sau Anh Ton lai bé Van Pirc phu nhan ma 1ay em rudt phu nhan 1a Thanh Tu.

16) Anh Tén lay Huy Tu 1a con Thuy Bao cong chiia va Tran Binh Trong. Thuy Bao 1a em Thanh
Ton, Anh Ton 1a chau nd1 Thanh Ton, tirc chau léy cO.

17) Nam 1301, Thién Tran cong chua, con Anh Ton, Anh Ton la con Nhan Tén, chdu Thanh Ton,
lay Uy Tuc cong Van Bich, chdu noi Tran Quang Khai. Quang Khai va Thanh Tén 14 anh em, tirc chau
cht chau bac 14y nhau.

18) Thién Tran chét, Uy Tuc lai 1y Huy Thanh cong chua.

19) Thuong Tran cong chia, em Anh Tén, chat Thai Tén ldy Vin Hué céng Quang Triéu, con
Quéc Tang, chau Hung Dao, chét Tran Liéu, trc chit chi chét bac léy nhau.

20) Minh Tén, con Anh Tén, chau Nhan Ton, léy Huy Thanh tirc Lé Thanh, con gai 16n Hué Vi
vuong Qudc Chan / Tran. Tran 13 em Anh Téon : Con chi con bac 1ay nhau.

21) Minh Téon ga Huy Chéan, con Nhan Tén, cho Uy Gian hau nim 1317.

22) Me Huy Chan 1a Tran Thi Thai Binh, cung tin cta Thuong hoang Anh Tén.

23) Nam 1318 Minh Ton gd Thién Chan Trudng cong chiia cho Hu¢ Chinh vuong,

24) Nam 1337 Hién T6n, con Minh Ton, léy Hién Trinh, con gai 16n Hu¢ Tac vuong Pai Nién.

25) Nam 1342, Thién Ninh cong chtia, con Minh Tén, 14y Hung/Chinh Ttc vuong Kham.

26) Nam 1349, Du To6n, con Minh Ton, léy con gai thir tu Hu¢ Tuc vuong la YU Tu Nghi Thanh.

27) Nam 1351, Du To6n loan dam véi Thién Ninh 1a chi rudt. Nguyén nam 1339 Du Tén bi chét
dudi & HO Tay, duoc thay thudc Tau Trau Canh dung kim chim ctru khoi nhung doan sau nay 16n 1én
s€ b1 liét duong. Sau qua nhién sy viéc xdy ra dang nhu vay, Trau Canh dugc voi dén chita, khuyén
vua giét mot dira con trai nho tudi 1ay mt hoa vai thuée duong khoi thach ma udng r6i théng dam véi
chi hay em rudt. Vua nghe theo, thong dam vo1 Thién Ninh cong chia.

28) Huy Ninh cong cha, con Minh Tén, 1ay Ton that Nhan Vinh. Sau Nhan Vinh bi Nhat L3 giét,
Ngh¢ Ton la anh, lai gd Huy Ninh cho Quy Ly.

29) Dué Tén, con Minh Tén va Lé Pon Tir, ¢6 Quy Ly, 1ay Hién Trinh 1a em ho Quy Ly, tic anh
em ho 13y nhau.

30) Dué Téon lay Thai bao Tran Liéu lam phi.

31) Niam 1375 Dué Ton ga con 1a Trang Huy cong chia cho Nguyén Dan, con Cung Chinh vuong,
Cung Chinh vuong va Dué Tén déu 1a con Minh Tén, tirc con chii con bac 1ay nhau.

32) Thién Huy hay Thai Duong cong chia, con Nghé Ton, 1ay Phé D¢ 1a con Dué Ton. Nghé Ton
va Dué¢ Ton cung 1a con Minh Ton, me¢ Ngh¢ Ton la Minh Tur, me Dué¢ Ton 1a Pon Tur, 1a hai chi em
rudt, c6 cua Quy Ly : vura 1a con chi con bac, vira la chau di chau gia ]y nhau.

33) Sau khi Phé Pé chét, Thai Duong tu thong vo1 Nguyén Uyen, con Cung Tin vuong Thién
Trach, em Ngh¢ To6n : con cha con bac lay nhau.

34) Nam 1393, Nghé Ton gian dem ga Thai Duong cho Nguyén Hang 1a em Nguyén Uyén dé lam
nhyc.

35) Tuyén Huy cong chiia, con Dué Tén, 1ay Quan Phuc Pai vwong Huc, con Nghé Téon, gidng
truong hop Thai Duong l1ay Phé Pé.



36) Quy Ly ga Trang Huy cong chiia, con Ton that Nhan Vinh (bi Nhat Lé giét) cho Mong Dit, con
Nguyén Pan, chau bén doi cia Quang Khai.

37) Thuan Tén, con Gt Nghé Ton, 1ay Thanh Ngau 1a con gai 16n ctia Quy Ly va Huy Ninh cong
chua. Huy Ninh 1a em Ngh¢ Ton, tirc 1a con c6 con cau léy nhau. Thuan Toén lai 1a chau nd1 cia Pon
Tir, ¢d cta Quy Ly, 1ay con gai Quy Ly, tirc anh em ho 14y nhau.

38) H6 Han Thuong, con ctia Huy Ninh va Quy Ly, 1ay Tran thi.

Toém lai, néu khong phan biét ndi ngoai thi it nhit ciing c6 gan 40 vy nguoi trong ho Tran 14y nhau
con ghi trong su sach.

Khéng riéng gi Ngo Si Lién, va Ngb Thi Si ché trach nha Tran, ngay ca Lé Quy Pén, dau 6c tuong
d6i coi mo, cling ha but "Ho Tran 1ap Hoang hau iy chi em con chi con bac ciing ho lam vg. Nhon
1& loan luan nhu thé ma van diém nhién khong coi 1a ky quai.. Triéu Lé ta gia phap rat dung, gido duc
ludn thuong rat rd rang, khi chon phi tan tat lay trong con em cac dong ho cong than va con nha tir t&
ma 18 trat phan biét, ton ti rach roi, khong co cai t& bat chinh trong chén budng the cua doi trude "(7).

Nhung néu ta to mo 14t sir ra s& thiy gi ?

1&2) Lé Than Tén, con Kinh Tén va Trinh th1 Ngoc Trinh, em Trinh Trang, léy Trinh thi Ngoc
Truc/Hanh, con Trinh Trang, trc con c6 con cau léy nhau. Trude d6 Ngoc Truc da léy chi ho vua la
Cuodng quan cong Lé Try, sinh dugc bon con. Tru bi bat giam, Trinh Trang dem Trtc ga cho vua, thé 1a
chau 1ay thim ho.

3) L& Chan Toén, con Than Tén, léy Trinh thi Phuong Ttr, em Ngoc Truc.

4) 1663 Le Huyén Tén, con Than Ton, chau ngoai Ngoc Trinh, léy Ngoc Ang, con thir Trinh Tac,
chau Trinh Trang, tirc chau cd chau cdu lay nhau (Trang va Ngoc Trinh déu 1a con Trinh Tung).

5) Lé Du Tén, con Hi Tén, chau Than Tén, chit Ngoc Trinh, 14y Ngoc Trang 1a chau 7 doi cta
Trinh Trang (Trang sinh ra Tac, Tac sinh ra Can, Can sinh ra Vinh, Vinh sinh ra Binh, Binh sinh ra
Cuong, Cuong sinh ra Ngoc Trang).

6) Duy Phuong, con Du Ton va Ngoc Trang, bi Trinh Giang t6 céo tu thong véi vo Trinh Cuong,
tirc cha dé ra Ngoc Trang.

7) Duy Vi, con Hién Tén, chau Thuan Ton, chat Du Ton va Ngoc Trang, dinh hon vo1 Tién Dung
quan chiia, con Trinh Sam, chau Trinh Doanh, Doanh va Ngoc Trang déu 1a con Trinh Cuong. Thé 1a
chau 13y co ho.

Piy 1a chua ké trudng hop Lé Tuwong Duc loan ddm véi vo 18 ctia cha va nhitng vu chua minh
dinh dugc vi su cheép qua so sai nhu :

- Lé Thai T6 lay nguyén phi la Lé thi Ngoc Dao, con Thu tuong Lé Sat. Sat nguoi Lam Som, trén
bang 93 cong than duoc xép hang nhi.

- Hué phi cua Thai T6 1a Lé thi Nhat L&, con Thu tudng L& Ngan, cling ngudi1 Lam Son, va dugc
xép hang tu trén bang cong than.

- L& Nhan Ton ga em gai 1a Vé Qudc Truong cong chiia cho con Thai ty Lé Thy, ciing c6 tén trén
bang cong than.

Xét rang thoi xua nhirng ngudi ndm quyén cao phan nhiéu déu trong hoang tdc thi rat co thé Lé
Thy, L& Ngan, Lé Sat, déu c6 ho v&i Thai T, dic biét Sat va Ngan déu qué & Lam Son. Mt khac, 93
ngudi ¢ tén trén bang cong than déu cung ho Lé thi chic mot s6 vi co cong 16n duge ban qubc tinh
(dugc nhan ho cua vua 1am ho ctia minh) khé ma biét rd sy that, nhu Lé L&, cling c6 tén trén bang cong
than, nguoi1 & Lam Son, dugc ban quéc tinh, lai chinh 1a chau goi Thai T béng cau (8).

Triéu Ly c¢6 vua Than Ton nam 1128 lay con gai Pién Tién Chi huy st Ly Son 1a Lé Thién hoang
hau.

C6 1& Lé Quy Pén ciing nhu hai vi sir gia ho Ngb chi ké toi riéng nha Tran vi theo thuyét " nit nhan



ngoai toc ", con chii con bac ké nhur 1 ho than 1ay nhau pham ti, con con ¢6 con cau ho so, ké nhu 13y
nguoi ngoai, khong ¢ t6i gi ca. Thoi xua ndi ngoai phan biét rat ki cho nén Pham Pinh Ho, trong Vil
Trung Tuy Bit, cho rang ngudi ndo khong c6 con trai cho con gai 4n thira ty ciing pham toi loan luan
9).

Nhung theo con mét doi nay, trai gai ciing 1a con ca, cing chung mot huyét thong thi khong thé cho
con chu con bac léy nhau la co6 t61 ma con cd con cau léy nhau lai vo6 t01 dugc. " Nir nhan ngoai toc "
khong phai 13 luat tir nhién, chang qua 1a mot dao 1y do ngudi dit ra nhung khoéng phai 1a mot dao 1y
duoc khép mo1 nudce ton tho. Ngugce lai, loan luan 1a mot hién twong tu nhién, & dau cling co. Viét
Namta co cau :

Chau cidu ma 14y chau co,

Thoc giéng day bo, 1da mé nha ta.

O Phap, trén dai truyén hinh thinh thoang van thdy ngudi ta khuyén khich con cai manh dan t6 cdo
phy huynh da cudng hiép con em trong nha. Tai Bretagne, hién c6 mot gia dinh cha con an ¢ voi nhau
d3 c6 miy mit con. Theo Gilbert Prouteau, thoi Trung C6, Au Chau c6 nhitng budi 1€ ctia phu thiy, sau
khi maa hat xong thi tha hd cha me loan dAm vé&i con, anh v6i em. Nguoi Hi Lap va Incas thoi xua
chinh thirc cho phép con cting cha 1ay nhau va con khuyén khich ngudi trong hoang toc lay nhau dé giit
cho huyet théng hoang gia khong bi pha tron voi nhirng dong mau khac (10) vi ho cho rang nhitng cudc
hon phoi nay khong c6 hai gi cho doi séng, nguoi cliing chung mot huyét thong va gido duc 1y nhau dé
hop nhau hon, nhu thé chi c6 loi chir khong co6 hai. Cho nén " Nt nhan ngoai toc " khong nhét thiét 1a
luat chung ctia thién ha. Thuyét ndy do nguoi dit ra thi ngudi ciing c¢6 thé dit khac hodc huy bo, dua
vao nd két toi nha Tran 13 " bat chinh " va cho nha L& 1a " gia phap rat nghiém " e khong on, vdi cach
suy ludn ngay nay.

Pé chirng minh nha Tran c6 t6i, Ngd Thi S viét : " nha Tran 1y vo nguoi cung ho, 4m duong
khong phai ltra d6i nén c6 tai bién (11) " chi vi str chép :

Nam 1300 nguoi dan ba & Hong Lo sinh con trai hai dau.

Nam 1304, ngudi dan ba ¢ kinh thanh sinh con gai hai dau, bon chin, bon tay.

Nam 1350, lang Thién Cuong (Nghé An) c6 ngudi con gai hod trai.

Theo Nho giao thi vua la con Tro1, vua hanh sy khong phai thi Tro1i ra tai dé ran day. Pay 1a mot
phuong phap dé han ché uy quyén vua, khong cho 10ng hanh, vua tuy c6 quyén sinh sat nhung con phai
e dé su kiém soat ctia Troi. Ng6 Thi Si vi co thanh kién voi nha Tran nén chi vach toi nha Tran ma cb
¥ bo qua nhitng tai di xay ra khong thiéu gi dudi thoi Lé Trinh, cling nhu doi Ly.

Ngay nay tuy chiing ta khong tin nhiing tai di xdy ra vi Troi mudn vua phai sira 16i, nhung y hoc
cong nhin ngudi trong ho khong nén 1ay 1an nhau d& mic bénh mau lodng khé cam. C6 diéu la 1a khong
théy st chép ho Tran mic bénh nay, mac dau nhirng bénh ky la khac déu duoc ghi lai nhu :

- L& Ngoa Triéu vi hoang ddm khong ngdi day dugc nén khi lam triéu phai nam.

- Ly Hu¢ Ton bi trang gi6 sinh ching cudng dich, khi thi xung la Thién tuong giang ha, tay cam
giao va moc, trén bui toc cam la co nho, dua gidn mia may subt ngay, khi thi toat mo hoi, trong nguoi
rao khat, udng ruou say nga 1i bi, hém sau mai tinh, khong 1am duogc viée phai giao hét chinh sy cho
Tran Ty Khanh 1a anh vo (12).

- Tran Dy Tén bj liét duwong,

- V& Qubc Trudng cong chia bi cam.

- L& Than Ton bi bénh ung thu ma bang,

- Trinh Giang dam loan, thong gian ca v&i vo 1€ cua bo 1a Pang thi. Mot 1an bi sét danh gﬁn chét,
tur déy so hdi, dao hAm duéi dat tra an khong ddm ra nita, chinh sy giao lai cho em 1a Trinh Doanh
(13).



Str khong ghi chép ngudi trong ho Tran bi bénh mau lodng c6 thé ndo vi ngudi xua biét phép diém
huyét cam mau nén khong nhan ra chirng bénh mau loang ?

IIL.- CAI VA NGOAI THICH

Nguoi ta thuong cho rang ngudi ho Tran 1ay 14n nhau dé bao vé ngdi bau khong dé lot ra ngoai vi
chinh nha Tran da cudp ngodi nha Ly mot cach ém tham qua cudc hon nhin dan xép gitta Ly Chiéu
Hoang 8 tudi, véi Tran Canh 9 tudi. Theo Van Hoe thi Tha Do, nguoi chi muu sang doat co nghiép
nha Ly, da ra 1énh : " Con gai nha Tran phai ga cho ho Tran " (14). Tuy nhién, mac dau Thu Po da
phong xa nhung nha Tran vAn mat vi 14y nguoi ho khac, khong phai mot 1an ma t6i hai 1an :

- Cung Tac vuong Duc, con trudng ctia Minh Ton, vi bat tai khong dugc lap 1am Thai tir, say mé
mot ngudi con hat dep hay dong vai Tay vuwong miu, 1ay 1am vo mic dau nguoi niy da c6 mang véi
chong, cling la phuong cheo, ©n 1a Duong Khuong. Sau d¢ ra Nhat Lé dugc Duc nhan 1am con. Cac
vua Hién Tén, Du Toén va Dyc déu mat, Thai hau, me Duc, lay c& Nhat Lé dugc Dyc chinh thirc nhan
lam con thi c6 quyen 1én ngdi. Nam 1369 Nhat L& 1én ngdi 16i c6 y mudn trd vé ho Duong cua cha dé
nén bi Ngh¢ Ton glet Nha Tran suyt mit l1an thir nhat.

- Minh Tén 1ay hai nguoi ¢6 cia Quy Ly : Minh Tir sinh ra Nghé Ton, Pon Tir sinh ra Dué Ton.
Nghé Tén cudp lai ngdi trong tay Nhat L& it 1au nhuong ngdi cho Dué Ton. Dué Ton 1dy em ho Quy Ly
12 Hién Trinh sinh ra Phé Dé. Ngh¢ Toén nghe Quy Ly giét Phé Pé 1ap con Gt minh 13 Thuan Tén 1én
ngdi. Thuan Toén lay Thanh Ngiu 1a con gai 1on cua Quy Ly va Huy Ninh cong chiia d¢ ra Thiéu Pé.
Quy Ly ép Thuan Tén nhudng ngdi cho Thiéu Dé khi 4y mdi hai tudi, sau lai cudp ngdi ctia Thiéu Dé,
tirc chau ngoai minh, ma 13p ra nha HO.

Noi1 réng nha Tran mat vi cai va ngoai thich ciling dugce, song sy that lam gi ¢6 mot dong ho nao
nam duoc chinh quyén mdi mii ? Nha Tran néu khong mit vi " cai va ngoai thich " it cling mat vi mot
1i do khac.

Con nodi rang ngudi ho Tran ldy 14n nhau dé giit ngdi bau cho ho Tran ciing chwa han hoan toan
ding vi Thu B§ da tu thong véi chi ho 1a me Ly Chiéu Hoang tir trude khi Tran Canh dugc Chiéu
Hoang nhudng ngdi, khi dy dd c6 ngdi bau dau ma gitr ? Phai noi rang ho Tran van 1ay 1an nhau tir
trude nhung dic biét duoc Thi Do khuyén khich tir khi Tran Canh 16n ngdi mé dau cho nha Tran.

Khong 10 léy tai liéu & dau, Ngd Thi Si viét : " Con nha chai luéi cha biét 18 nghia, tap tuc loan
luan nhu thé tir doi Kinh, Hap da co " (15).

T6 tién nha Tran lap nghi¢p ¢ huong Tarc Mac, huyén My Loc, phu Xuan Truong, tinh Nam Dinh,
1am nghé danh c4 tr& nén gidu co. Trong An Nam Chi Luoc, Lé Tac cho biét Tran Thira nho co cong
danh gidc dugc phong chirc Thai uy, em la Kién Qudc duoc lam Pai tudng quan. Tuy nhién nha Tran
von khong phai goc Viet ma tr dat Man (c6 noi noi 1a Qué Lam) & Trung Quoc sang tir do1 Tran Kinh,
Kinh sinh ra Hap, Hap sinh ra Ly, Ly sinh ra Thira, Thira sinh ra Canh. Néu nha Tran biét rd gbc gac
ctia minh nhu thé at c6 chép gia pha va khong dén ndi khong hiéu 1& nghia nhu Ngb Thi ST néi. Khong
giir 1€ 1a mot chuyén, khong biét 18 1ai 1a mot chuyén khac. ‘

V.- VAINET SINH HOAT CUA CAC CONG CHUA BOI TRAN

Ngoai nhitng cudc hon nhan véi ngudi trong ho, hodc v6i ngudi ngoai vi chinh su, sir nha Tran con
ghi chép d6i nét vé nhitng sinh hoat khac cta cac cong chia :

1) Pham ngudi nao 1ay cong chia, néu cong chia chét hay bo déu khong duoc 1ay nguoi khac, ¢o
lay cling phai giau. Co 1& day 1a luat 18 chi 4p dung v&i ngudi ngoai, vi khi Thién Tran cong chia, con
Anh Té6n, mét thi Uy Ttc cong Van Bich lai 1ay Huy Thanh cong chaa (16).

2) Bét dau tir 1266 cac cong chia cling nhu vuong hau, cung tan duoc phép chiéu tp nhitng nguoi
xiéu tan khong c6 san nghiép 1am n ti dé khai khan rudng hoang, dap dé ngin nudc min & ven bién do
hai, ba nam sau khai thanh rugng. Nhung ttr 1397, Quy Ly chi cho cac Pai vuong va Trudong cong chiia



duogc c6 rudng khong han dinh.

3) V& hoc. Nha Tran chan chinh vin hoc nhung ciing rat trong vo hoc, xét ra ¢6 phan con trong v
hon van, nhu ndm 1281, khi Nhan Ton md nha hoc & phit Thién Trudng (Xuan Truong) lai cam ngudi
lang Ttic Mac, qué huong vua, khong dugc vao hoc van nghé, cling nhu khong cho hi¢u quan Thién
Thudc (nhirng binh si trng tuyén ¢ Tuc Mac) hoc van so khi luc kém di (17).

Khi cac virong hau, cong chiia 14p trang trai thi phai luyén binh linh trir bi thanh tirng doi quan ban
bd. Thud 4y trai trang trong nudc theo luat " toan qudc vi binh " khip nude tir trén xudng dudi déu
tinh thong vo nghé nén méi day lui duoc ca quan Chiém 13n quan Nguyén miy 1an dinh xam ling. Do
d6 ta m6i c6 cau khen " dénh gizic doi Tran ..."

Do truyén thong tinh than thuong v 4y, cac cong chua ciing luyén tdp vo nghé dén trinh d6 co thé
diéu binh khién tudng nhu khi quan Minh sang, cong chiia Thién Huy cung v&i Thi Trung ho Ho 1a
Tran Nguyén Chi dem dan tranh loan ra D6 Son, trong khi cong chiia Thién Gia va Trung su 1énh Tran
Su Hién nguoc séng Cai, dau hang quan Minh (18).

Dic biét nim 1369, khi Nhat L& 1én ngdi dy tinh tr& vé ho Duong cua cha dé, nha Tran suyt mat.
Khi 4y ngudi ho Tran tuy lo s¢ nhung khong thay ai nhuc nhich. Cung Pinh vuong von di khong co chi
1am vua, lai c¢6 con ga cho Nhat L&, cang e dé. Cong chtia Thién Ninh phai diémg ra khuyén khich : "
Thién ha nay 1a ctia cha 6ng ta 1& nao bd cho ngudi khac ? Ong nén di di, toi s& dem gia nd dep yén nd
cho ". Cung Pinh vuong nghe theo, cing v&i Tuyén vuong Chuong Tac hdu Nguyén Dan hen véi
Thién Ninh ¢ Pai La giang, thuoc Thanh Ho4, dé khéi binh, giét duoc Nhat L& nim 1370. Cung Binh
vuong 18n ngdi ndm 1371 va phong cho Thién Ninh 1am Lang quc Thai Trudng cong chia, doi tén 1a
Qudc Hinh (19). Cung Pinh vuong tirc 14 vua Nghé Ton.

Ngay nay nhic dén Thién Ninh cong chtia ngudi ta chi nhd t6i 61 loan dAm v6i em, ma ciing khong
xét k¥ xem co thyc 1a " t61 " hay khong ? " To1 " 1a khi cong chiia ung thuan vi bi kich thich, ham mudn
mot cudc phdi hop v6i em rudt. Nhung néu Thién Ninh ung chiu chi vi thay thudc Trau Canh phan nhu
thé mdi chita cho Du Ton khoi chimg 1iét dwong thi day lai 1a chuyén khac. Trau Canh d3 ting ctru Du
T6n thoat chét mot 1an, 101 ndi 4t c6 gia tri. Néu Thién Ninh hi sinh dé ctru Dy Tén thiét tuong day 1a "
cong " chir khong con 1a " t6i " nita, hay it ra cling " t6i " nho ma " cong " 16n. Thém vao day con cai
cong danh dep Nhat L&, gianh lai ngdi bau cho nha Tran. Chi tiéc rang Thién Ninh lai dem co nghiép
nha Tran giao vao tay Ngh¢ Ton, trudc da khong co chi 1am vua, sau lai mot myc tin dung Quy Ly, nén
nha Tran lai mat vé tay nha H6.

Tuy str khong chép nhiéu, nhung ta cling thiy rang cac cong chiia doi Tran khong phai chi thu dong
tuan theo thugng 1énh, hoac ném trong 10ng dich do la tin tirc nhu céng chia Ngoan Thiém, hay 14y my
sic xoa diu d6i phuong dé dem lai hoa binh cho dat nuc nhu Huyén Tran hay An Tu, hodc 14y nguoi
cung ho dé giir ngdi bau nha Tran khoi lot vao tay ho khac, ma con co nhitng hoat dong nhu 14p trang
trai, luyén tdp quan si, diéu binh khién tuong, it nhat ciing tich cuc dong gop vao cong viéc md mang
dat nude va gin gilt ngai vang cho nha Tran.

Chatenay-Malabry, thang 2, 1993

(Van Lang, s 5, thang 6 - 1993)

Chu thich

1. L& Tac 1a tac gia An Nam Chi Lugc.

2. Trong " Chuyén nang cong chiia c6 an sdu voi Hué ", Nhd Hué (30/8/92) tic gia viét rang
thuyén ctia Huyén Tran di 7 ngay da téi Cira Thudn, chd doi 2 théang tin bat coc hoang tir Pa Gia khong
thdy nén cong chia 1én kiéu vé kinh, 20 ngay t6i Thing Long va chi ba thang sau cong chia xuét gia,
nham ngay Tét Nguyén Pan nim Ky Dau (1309) nghia 1a 6 thang sau khi doi Chiém Thanh. Thuyét ndy
e khong 6n vi Ché Man mat thang 5/1307, vua sai Tran Khic Chung sang dén Huyén Tran tir thang



10/1307, cho 1a hai thang sau Tran Khic Chung méi dén Chiém Thanh va don duoc Huyén Tran vé thi
ho phai khdi hanh vao khoang dau 1308, sau thing sau Huyén Tran di tu, phai vao khoang gitra 1308
chir khong thé vao Tét 1309, vi c6 mot 16 hdng khoang 6 thang khong biét ho di dau.

3. Viét St Tiéu An, tr. 222

4. Toan Thu, II, tr. 93.

5. " Trudng cong chua ", 1a chi em rudt cua vua, con ctia Thugng hoang, chir khong phai 1a " cong
chtia 16n nhat " (Cuong Muc, VII, tr. 29).

6. " Tu 1241, anh em vua phong vuong, con trudng cac vueong cling phong vuong, con thir phong
Thuong vi hau. Lam ché d¢ vinh vién. (Toan Thu II, tr. 17 va Cuong Muc V, 38).

7. Thong Su, tr. 115-6.

8. Thong Su, tr. 165, Toan Thu 111, tr. 69.

9. Vi Trung Tuy But, tr. 69.

10. Les Miroirs de la Perversité, tr. 346.

11. Viét St Tiéu An, tr. 221.

12. Cuvong Muc, 1V, tr. 64.

13. St Ky Tuc Bién, tr. 159.

Theo Vii Trung Tuy But thi nguoi bi sét danh 1a Trinh Sam, con Trinh Doanh, va Trinh Giang,
Trinh Doanh déu 1a con Vil Th.

14. " Tran Tha P6 ", Trung Bac Cha Nhat s6 182.

15. Viét Str Tiéu An, tr. 170.

16. Toan Thu II, tr. 97.

17. Toan Thu II, tr. 47 va Cuong Muc V, tr. 500. Tuy vdy, nhiing tuéng gidi doi Tran nhu Tran
Qudc Tuan, Tran Quang Khai, Tran Nhat Duat v.v...déu tai kiém van vo.

18. Toan Thu II, tr. 17-8.

19. Toan Thu II, tr. 137-8, Cuong Muc VI, tr. 59-64.
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Chuong IX - HOAN QUAN

Str sach cua ta chi chép ti mi tr do1 Ly, trudec dé nude ta c6 hoan quan hay khong thi khong ro,
nhung xét ra c6 18 ché d6 hoan quan cua ta bat chude Trung quic.

Theo cac sach Chu 1€ va Kinh 1€ thi doi nha Chu céc hoan quan chi gitr viéc quét don, canh phong,
hau ha trong cung cam, thuong dugc goi 1a Tu nhan, hay Yém doén (yém = thién, dodn = trudng quan)
sau mGi doi ra hoan quan nghe ton quy hon. (O Viét Nam thuong goi 13 : ndi thi, quan thi, ndi giam,
ong Giam, 6ng Bo).

Tuy tong sO cO the 1én dén 3000 nguoi, nhung chi mo s6 it duoc giir viec chuyen dat ménh lénh
ctia vua dén cac phi tan. Nhitng ngudi nay déu co tén khic chir vang trén thé ngoc. Mdi khi vua mudn
triéu ai thi chon the giao cho vién ndi giam giir vic iy dé dem dén dén treo trude ctra nguoi cung phi
dugc chon. Co nay thay hi¢u bén trang diém roi trit bo xiémy, vién ndi giam diing mot cai ao choang
rong mau dé boc lai r6i 4m dén tin cung vua. Sau d6 vién ndy phai ghi rd ngdy gio vao sé dé néu sau
c6 sinh con trai thi d6 1a bang ching.

Theo 6ng Hoang Xuan Han thi tir cudi doi Han hoan quan mdi tiém quyén trong triéu, nam giir ca
van ban 14n vo ban, két giao vai cac dai than, giy vay canh...

Niam 1653, vua thdy hoan quan liing doan triéu chinh thdi qué bén ra sic 1énh khong cho nhiing
ngudi ndy 1am quan qua tr pham, cAm du ban qudc su, cam khong duoc giao hdo voi cac dai than, néu
khong s€ bi hoa phan thdy. Tuy nhién, trén thuc t&, dao luat nay it khi duoc ap dung.

I.- NHUNG HOAN QUAN DANH TIENG O NUGC TA

*Poi1 Ly

. Ly Nhan Nghia. No6i dén hoan quan doi Ly ai ciing nghi ngay dén Ly Thuong Kiét nhung vién
hoan quan dau tién dugc néu tén trong st lai 1a Ly Nhan Nghia.

Nam 1028, vua Ly Thai To bang ha, thai tr Phat Ma 1én ngo61, ba vuong 1a Pong Chinh, Duc
Thanh va Vi Ptrc muu phan, dem quan mai phuc trong Long Thanh va ngoai ctra Quang Phuyc. Thai tir
biét c6 bién sai vé si phong giir va sai bon hoan quan déng cac cira dién, nhung dung ding khong nd
quyét liét voi anh em. Noi thi Ly Nhan Nghia xin ra danh, tdu : " Nay ba vuong 1am phan thi 13 anh em
hay ctru dich ?...Tién dé cho dién ha 13 nguoi co dirc, co thé ndi duge chi nén 1ay thién ha pho thac
cho dién ha, nay giac dén tan ctra cung ma an nhan nhu thé thi ddi véi su pho thac cua tién dé ra sao ?
" Thai tir lang lang hoi 1au néi : " Vi ta mubn gidu tdi 4c cta ba vuong cho tir ¥ rut quan dé tron nghia
anh em ". Sau thdy ba vuong danh gap, thai tir lién ty cho bon Ly Nhan Nghia va cung quan 13 Duong
Binh, Quach Thinh, Ly Huyén Su, Lé Phung Hiéu danh dep. Hiéu giét dugc Vii Btc, con Bong Chinh
va Duc Thanh chay thoat.

Pén thang tu nim 1028, vua Thai Tong di danh pha Trudng Yén, ciing giao cho Ly Nhan Nghia ¢
lai giit kinh su, phong Khai qubc vurong lam phan (1).

Xem thé du biét Ly Nhian Nghia khong phai loai hoan quan nd boc ma 1a ngudi co quyén can gian
vua va rat dugc vua tin nhiém.

. Ly Thuong Kiét (1019-1105). Ly Thuong Kiét qué ¢ Thang Long, huy la Tuan, tu la Thuong
Kigt. Nguoi cha sung chirc Sung ban lang twong. Nam Thuong Kiét 13 tu6i thi mo coi cha. Nguoi
chong cua co 14 Ta Pt thiy c6 chi bén ga chiu gai 1a Thuan Khanh va day cho binh thu Tén Ngo.
Trude nam 1040 Thuong Kiét cling dugc hoc dao Nho.

Nho phu 4m, lac dau gitt mot chirc quan nho 13 Ky mi hiéu Gy. Nam 23 tudi (1041) sung chirc
Hoang moén chi hau, khi éy da 1a hoan quan. C6 hai thuyét noi vé viée Thuong Kiét tur hoan :



- Vi vua thay Thuong Kiét mit miii dep d& nén cho ba van quan bao tur hoan dé vao cung hau ha ;

- Vua Thai Tong danh Chiém Thanh bat dugc Nung Tri Cao lai tha vé. Thudng Kiét can ngin, vua
cho 1a that 18 bat phai tinh than, sau d6 triéu cho vao hiu can.

Thuyét dau c6 1& c6 1y hon vi em ong la Thuong Hién ciing 14 hoan quan, chang 1& vua ciing bat ty
hoan chi vi Thuong Kiét " that 18 " 2 Ong Hoang Xuan Hén con vach ra rang tir khi binh Chi€m, tha
Nung Tri Cao dén khi bat Thuong Kiét tu hoan 161 1ai trong dung chi von ven co may thang, thoi gian
hoi ngaén dé 1am du tirng 4y chuyén.

Vao cung chua duge mot ky (12 ndm) Thuong Kiét dugc thang Po Tri, coi tat ca moi viéc trong
cung cam.

Ném 1054, vua Ly Thanh Tong 1€n ngoi, Thuong Kiét sung chirc Bong hanh quan quoc Hiéu uy,
roi Kiém hiéu Thai bao, mdt chirc rat cao tai triéu.

Nam 1601, vua sai 6ng dep loan & cd1 Tay nam, Man Lao.

Nam 1069, vua Thanh Tong than chinh danh Chiém Thanh, phong 6ng lam Dai tudng, cho em 6ng
la Thuong Hién gilt chirc Tan ky vii tty. Thuong Kiét bat dugc Ché cu, Cu dang dét chudc t0i duge tha
vé. Thuong Kiét thing Phu qudc Thai phé (chirc thir ba trong hang Té chip) Pao Thu Nam binh Tiét
d6 st (chtc thir hai trong hang tudng) Thuong Tru quéc, Khai qudc cong, Thién tir nghia nam (hang
vuong). Sau lai thang Thai Uy Pong Trung Thu mén ha Binh chuong su (chic thir hai sau Thai su Ly
Pao Thanh) tréng nom qudc chinh.

Nam 1072, Thanh Tong mat, Nhan Tong 14 con Y Lan Thai phi 1én ngdi. Ly Pao Thanh & ngoi Té
twdng da 18 niam, nay 1am Phu chinh, t6n Thuong Dwong Thai hau 1én chap chinh nhung Thudng Kiét
lai ton pho Y Lan, chia thanh hai phe. Bon thang sau phe Thuong Kiét thang, Ly Pao Thanh bi giang
chirc.

Nam 1073, vua Nhan Tong ban cho Thuong Kiét chirc Pon qudc Thai ty, Dai twéng quan, Pai Tu
d6 coi viéc van v kiém ca chirc cAm quan.

Nam 1075, nha Téng dinh thon tinh nude ta, Thuong Kiét biét ¥ don danh, Tong quan that bai phai
lui vé.

Nam sau nha Tong sang bao thu, nhung thuy quan khong tinh nhu¢ bang quan Nam, lai that bai lan
nira. Thuong Kiét khong mudn chién tranh kéo dai, dung bién s dan hoa. Nam 1077 Téng lui binh, t6n
that binh si, tién ctia rat nhiéu ma chi chiém dugc ¢6 5 chau mién ring nai. Thudng Kiét lai ding muu
ké chiém lai 5 chau, khi thi dung vil luc, lac xai dan cudp pha, hoic giang hoa doi dat...

Khi danh Téng, 6ng 1am bai tho khuyén khich quan si, nay con luu truyén

Nam qubc son ha, Nam dé cu,

Tiét nhién dinh phan tai thién thu.

Nhu ha nghich 16 lai xAm pham,

Nhit d¢ang hanh khan thi bai hu.

dich nghia :

Song ntii nudec Nam, Nam dé o,

Phan dinh nghin xua tai sach Troi.

Nhu bon gidc nao sang cu6p l4n,

L4 thua tan hét 1ii bay coi.

(Pai1 Viét st luoc, tr. 159)

Nam 1082, vua Nhan Tong truéng thanh, ty cam quyén chinh, cho Thudng Kiét ra tran giit Thanh
Hoa trong 19 nam.

Pén 1101, Thuong Kié¢t dugc tri¢u vé kinh coi hét cac viée trong ngoai cung dién.

Nim 1104, Chiém Thanh quiy nhiéu mién nam, Thuong Kiét luc Ay da 85 tudi, kéo quan vao, quan



Chiém vdi lui, Thuong Kiét ciing khong dudi theo. Vua ché bai hat tan duong cong trang Thudng Kiét,
lai ban thém chirc tudc.

Nam 1105, Ly Thuong Kiét mat o kinh d6, tho 86 tudi. M tang ¢ lang Yén Lac, huyén Kim Dong,
tinh Hung Yén. Dugc truy phong Nhip néi dién, Do tri Kiém hiéu Thai Gy, Binh chwong quin quéc
trong su, Viét quoc cong, cho thuc ap van hg(2).

* Poi Tran

. Pham Ung Mong. Str chép ndm 1253, vua Tran Thai Tong mot hom chiém bao thiy than nhan tro
vao mot ngudi bao cé thé 1am Hanh khién (chirc Té tudng thir hai, che do nha Ly danh cho hoan quan).
Pén nim 1254, mot hom di choi ngoai thanh, vua gap mot nguoi gidng hét nguoi trong mong ben cho
400 quan tién bao ty thién dé vao hau, dat tén 1a Ung Mong. Sau qua nhién 1am dén chirc Hanh
khién(3).

Theo Samuel Baron(4) thi doi Trén c6 mdt trong ba hoan quan danh tiéng tén 12 " Ong Ja Tu Lea "
(" Ong Ja " tr6 vao nguoi dang kinh) noi tleng vua nho tai tri, thang chirc mau chong, vira vi cai chét
bi tham. Chinh 6ng la nguo1 vua Tran d3 thiy trong mong va cho tién dé tir hoan, sau lam quan cang
ngay cang quyen cao, chire trong, dugc moi ngudi kinh né, xu ninh, s¢' hdi con hon s¢ vua. Do do vua
chan ghét, cudi cung ha 1énh xir tir bdn ngwra phanh thay, dem xéc dbt thanh tro, d6 xudng song. Nhu thé
thi " Ong Ja Tu Lea " han 1a Pham Ung Mong, song khong thay str chép Pham Ung Mong con co tén la
" TuLea ", va ciing khong thiy néi Pham Ung Mong bi xr tir.

*Poi1 Le

. Luong Pang. Thang giéng nam 1437, Vua Lé Thai Tong sai Hanh khién Nguyén Tréi ciing véi Lo
b ty giam Luong Pang doc 1am loan gia, nhac khi, ddy tap nhac va maa. Pén thang 5, Nguyén Trii tAu
: " Bon than s& kién khong giéng nhau, thin xin tra lai ménh ay ". Luong Pang dang nhac moi bt
ChlIO’C quy ché cua nha Minh, dinh cac nghi thirc dai tricu. Vua theo de nghi cua Luong Dang, sai chép
lai cac nghi thire iy treo O ngoai cira Thira Thién. Vua 18 yét Thai miéu, cac quan mic triéu phyc lam
18 bat dau tr day.

Bon hanh khién Nguyén Trai, Tham Tri ha tich Nguyén Tuyén, Pao Coéng Soan, Nguyén van Huyén,
Tham nghi Nguyén Liéu tau : " it 1€, 1am nhac, duoc nhu Chu Cong thi méi khong c6 ai ché trach.
Nay sai ké hoan quan Luong Ping mot minh dinh 1€ nhac, ca nudc chéng nhyc 1dm v ? L& nhac cua y
khong bang ctr vao dau, nhu danh trong 1a bao gid ra chau budi sém, nay vua ra chau réi méi danh
tréng. Theo quy ché xua, ltc vua ra, bén ta danh chuong hoang chung, 61 5 chuong bén hiru trng theo.
Nay vua ra chau danh 108 tiéng chudng, d6 la s6 nha su 1an trang hat... Lam xe thi dang trudc c6 dlem,
ding sau mé ctra, nay mo cira & dang trudc, quy ché doi xua nhu thé sao 2... " Pang tau : " Than
khéng co6 hoc thuat, khong biét quy ché doi xua, nay lam ra chi biét hét kién thu’c ctia than, viéc nén thi
hanh hay khong 1a quyén ¢ bé ha, than ddu dam chuyén ". Nguyén Liéu n6i : " Tir xua chua c6 hoan
quan ndo chuyén pha hoai thién ha nhu thé ". Hoan quan Dinh Thing tir bén trong mang ra : " Hoan
quan 1am gi ma pha hoai thién ha ? Néu phéd hoai thién ha thi chém dau nguoi trude ". Bén giao Liéu
cho hinh quan xét toi, xét 4n xong, tdi dang chém, vua dic chi cho thich chit vao mit, luu ra vién
chau(?).

Vua coi chau luc ra liic vao c6 dap roi dep duong bat dau tir déy.

Thang 10, Luong Pang thing chirc D6 giam. An phu st Lang Son, Bui Cam H6 can : " Tién dé
thay Lwong Piang biét chat chir nghia cho 1am ndi nhan Pho chudng, nhung rdi thdy han chi kham nim
bé ngoai, khong thang than, khong thé gan giii dugc mdi cho ra lam van doi. Thé ma nay cho 1én chirc
quan to, xin bé ha nghi lai "(6).

Luong DPing 1am quan to nhung khong tham duy triéu chinh, khéng két bé dang nim giit quyén uy,
khong giét hai ai, chi vi dat quy ché 1& nhac khong gidng voi Trung Quc ma bi cac dai thin xim nhau



lai ché trach.

. Hoang Cong Phu sinh quan ¢ Thiang Long, dé ra da c6 khuyét tat. Nam 14 tudi vao hau trong phu
Chtia Trinh, dan dan dugc Chda tin ding, uy quyén tot bac.

Nam 1739, Trinh Giang nghe 161 Hoang Cong Phu tri¢u si tr vao thi & phu duong, cho Trinh Tué
dd Tién si cap de, d¢ nhit danh. Khéng déy vai nam Tué 1am dén chirc Tham tung dirng dau cac quan
trong phu chua.

Trinh Giang mic bénh kinh quy, so' sam sét, Phy sai dao ham 1am cung Thuong Tri cho ¢, khong ra
dén ngoai nira, n01 vi dam duc qua nén ac bao. Roi Phu cung Trinh Tu¢ va d6 dang chuyén quyen, g16t
hai dai than khong kiéng ky so hdi ai, phi dich ning né, long dan oan than. Nguyén Clr, Nguyén Tuyén
& Hai Duong xui dan 1am loan, ngudi cac xir Pong, Nam, Bic theo rat nhiéu.

Nam 1740, Thai phi Vii Thi, m¢ Trinh Giang va Tring Doanh, mudn triét bét uy quyén cua Phuy,
cho Doanh 1ap " Phii dé nhiép ". Phu ghét Doanh sang sudt, qua quyét, chi cho ¢ nha nho phia nam ph
chua, lai cam cac quan khong dugc dung chir " Bam " khi tiu vdi Doanh ma phai dung chir " Than "
(=Trinh).

Khi tin cdo cap vé Nguyén Tuyén dén kinh, Phy nghi Tuyén trudc & nha minh, c6 quen biét, mudn
than di v4 yén, dem hét binh linh ban bd theo, bo kinh thanh tréng. Bon Nguyén Quy Kinh mudn ép
Doanh 1én ngoi. Noi giam Phan Lai Hau 1én tiéng hic, Tao Thai dem sic chi ctia vua dén, Phan dung
canh la trach. P6 d6¢ Pong tri Trinh Khudng mang la vo 18, sai giam nguc. Nguyen Cong Thai truyén y
chi ctia Thai phi, Khué quan cong Giap Nguyén Khoa (hoan quan) 1én 1au ndi hiéu tréng, cic quan lay
mung Doanh 1€n ngoi.

Nam 1761, Doanh dac biét thuong cong muoi nguoi pho lap minh, trong s6 d6 c6 Giap Nguyén
Khoa Khué quan cong dugc rudng thai ap dé huong 16c.

Khong thiy st chép s6 phan Hoang Cong Phy ra sao(7).

. Pham Huy Binh ( ?- 1776) nguoi xa Cao M& huyén Than Khé. Khi Trinh Sam con la Thé tu,
Chinh phi cua Trinh Doanh la Nguyén Thi Vinh, ngin khong cho Sam ng01 cung mam v&i Thai tr Lé
Duy Vi dé giit 1& vua t6i. SAm cim gian Théi tir, sau khi 1én cam quyén, ndm 1769, muru véi Hoang
Ngti Phtiic va Pham Huy Dinh vu cho Thai tir thong dam v&i1 cung nhan cia Trinh Doanh, sai Pinh dem
than binh di bat. Thai tir biét, trén vao tam dién cta vua. Pinh dén Pong cung khong tim thay, di thang
vao dién vua ké tdi Thai tir, diéu vé phi Chua. Sam sai lap 4n, bat vua ky, giang Thai tir lam thuong
dan, giam lai. Nam 1771, lai vu cho bon Tran Trong Lam, Nguyén Hitu Ky...mudn cudp nguc dem
Thai tir ra. Sim sai tra tAn, Vii Ba Xuong dau qua nhan bira. Thai tir bi ghép toi xir gido.

Nam 1773, Dinh thing chitc Thy phi sy (Té twéng) phit Chia. Lé Quy Pon tuy tai gioi, nhung ca
Trinh Doanh va Trinh Sam déu khong trong dung, phai két giao véi Pinh, sau duoc gitr chire Boi tung
(Ph6 Té tudng).

Sam lai nghe Hoang Ngii Phuc cho Pinh lam Hiép ddc suat dao Thanh Hoa, tudc Cong hai chir
(nhé hon tudc Cong mdt chit, nhe Bang Cong thi cao hon Bing Trung Cong), phong la Dai vuong.

Nam 1776, Thu phii sy Thiéu quan cong Pham Huy Dinh mat & Nghé An, truy phong Phuc than

Dinh 13 ngudi ¢ tinh d6 ky, ha khic, thim doc, nhiéu 1an giy ra nhitng vu 4n 16n nhu vu giét Thai
tor Duy Vi(8).

. Hoang Ngii Phtic (1713 - 1776) ngudi xa Phung Cong, huyén Yén Diing, xt Kinh Béc. Luc tré tu
hoan dé dugc vao hiu trong cung.

Nam 1740, giir chirc Ta Thiéu giam, tudc Viép Trung hau.

Nam 1743, dé xuat 12 diéu quan phap, dugc Trinh Doanh cho thi hanh.

Tu 1744 dén 1750, cung Phan Pinh Trong dep loan Nguyén Hiru Cau, thu phuc lai Kinh Bic. Cau
phai chay vao Nghé An. Phuc dugc phong Tran thu Kinh Bac kiém théng linh Bac dao, tudc Viép quan



cong.

Nam 1751 danh Nguyén Doanh Phuong, bat duoc & Lap Thach, cong bac nhét, duogc phong Pai
Tu dd, Tran thi Son Nam.

Pén 1765 duogc ban kim bai khic bon chir " Dy qudc dong huu " (cting hudng yén vui, sung sudng
vO1 nude).

Nam 1769 cung Trinh Sdm va Pham Huy Dinh vu t6i cho Thai tir Duy Vi rdi dem giét.

Pén 1774, xin vé huu, dugc ban cho hiéu Quéc l130.

Sau Sam lai triéu ra phong Thuong tudng, sai dem 36000 quan thuy bo danh dep mién Nam, Phic
luon ludn thing tran, tién dén Phu Xuan, bit dugc Truong Phiic Loan, chiia Nguyén phai bo chay.

1775 tién vao Quang Nam, chiém duoc hai don Cau Dé va Trung Son rdi méi cho quan tam nghi.

Vi méc bénh té liét, duoc tré vé Thang Long. Trén duong vé kinh su, mat & trén thuyén tai Vinh
Dinh (Ngh¢ An) nam 1776.

Hoang Ngii Phuc tu thé oai phong, quan 1énh nghiém minh, hanh quan rat c6 ky luat. Khi chiém
dugc Phu Xuan, Phuc thu nhat nhiing thtr quy gia dang chaa Trinh, con thi niém phong.

Thuoc ha Thé trung hau Hoang Pinh Thé cudp cua dan, Phiic sai Udng Si Dién tra hoi, dem tra lai
dan roi khong ban dén chuyén thu’orng cong danh dugc Luy Thay.

Voi Nguyén Nhac, Phiic to ra vién tudng biét quyén binh, thay triéu dinh lam td hiéu dy, ban cho
Nhac mii 4o...

Khi Phuic di Nam chinh, Sam méy lan gui trat tham hoi, dua chi du khen, thuong vang bac, qu?m ao
d6 dung, sdm quy vai muoi lang, cho chay ngwa tram dem dén. Lai thing cho 1am Pai Tran thtt Thanh
Hoa...

Phiic 6m ning con giri khai vé tiu ban vai Chiia khoan danh Quang Nam, hiy cho quén si nghi ngoi
vai nam, Sam nghe theo.

Khi Phic mét Sam bai chéu

Phtc ¢ tiéng 1a nguot can trong, viéc 1on nho trong quan déu ty minh xem xét, dung binh khong
cdy may riii, XUr sy qua quyét, trung tin, rat dugc 1ong ngudi. Nguyén Hiru Chinh coi Phic 1a quan thay

Phtic khong ¢6 con, nudi nguoi chau 1a Hoang Dinh Bao (tirc quan Huy) lam con nu6i. Bao lai lay
con gai chua Trinh Doanh. Vay canh, thuoc ha cua Phic day triéu, quyén uy ltrng 1ay dén ndi dan
ching don 1a Phuc mudn cudp ngdi dé 1ap " Triéu dinh Hoang thi " sau nay truyén cho Béo, dit ra
nhitng 101 sam truyen

" Thd sit van yém nguyét " = con ré 1a ddm may che mit tring (chi chit " € " = con ré, tirc Hoang
Dbinh Bdo).

" Hoang hoa nhat di¢u huong
Hoang Ngii Phuc).

Con c6 cau " Mot lon dudi dan dé " vi Bao tudi hoi (con lon) con Sam va Khai déu tudi mui (con
dé) ; Bao trudc tén 1a Pang Bao, ¢ thé hiéu 13 1én ngoi vua ", Phiic mudn tranh hiém nghi cho doi ra
T6 Ly, sau moi d6i lai thanh Pinh Bao.

Phuc 1a mot vién tudng 16i lac, chién cong, danh vong nhiéu, ddi v6i chia Trinh t6 ra hét long
trung trie, duy co chuyén nhung tay vao vu giét Thai tir Duy Vi 1a mot hanh dong khong duoc quang
minh.

Sau khi chét dugc truy ting Thuong dang Phuc than(9).

* Poi Nguyén

. Lé vin Duyét (1763 - 1832) sinh quan lang B6 D¢, huyén Mo Ptrc, Quang Ngi.

Nim 1780, Nguyén Anh biét Duyét c6 khuyét tat, sung lam Thai gidm ndi dinh.

Nim 1800, Duyét dung hoa cong dot thuy trai TAy Son ¢ cira bé Thi Nai, thu phuc Qui Nhon.

" o_

hoa vang cang ngay cang toa huong thom (chi chit " Viép ", tic



1812, 1am Tong tran Gia Dinh cho dén 1816 thi vé kinh.

1820 lai ra giit chirc Tong tran Gia Pinh cho t6i khi mat.

Duyét 1a mot vién tudng tai, giap Chiia Nguyén Anh danh Trinh, dep Tay Son, biét quyén bién.

Tuy c6 tinh truc ngdén nhung ngoai giao ciing khoén khéo. Khi st Xiém dén Ha Tién, nim 1820,
khéng chiu trinh quéc thu, 101 18 ¢6 chd khong hop 1¢, triéu dinh giao cho 6ng tuy nghi hanh sy, ong bat
bé, str Xiém phai nhin 131 va nhit nhit vang 1o1. S Xiém dem vang bac ting, 6ng khong nhan(10).

L4 mot nha chinh tri xuat sic, 6ng rat dugc 10ng dan, nguoi ta ton xung 6ng 1a Pic Thuong cong.

Ca hai vua Gia Long va Minh Ménh déu biét dai 6ng. Khi cha 6ng ta thé, nim 1827, triéu dinh
khong nhitng gia phong chitc tudc, ban tién bac, con sai quan dén té va 300 linh ho tang. Khi 6ng 6m &
Gia Dinh, cling dugc tam nghi viéc dé diéu dudng, lai cho phép con 6ng 1a Kiéu ky d6 uy LE van Yén
di tham nom.

Theo ngudi Phap thi khi vua Gia Long mat ong co 'y mudn t6n phd dong chinh théng, hau dué ctia
Hoang tir Canh, lai khi vua Minh Ménh 1én cam quyeén, ong khuyeén can khong nén bac dai nhirng cong
than nguoi Phap nén bi vua dé bung ghét. Sau khi 6ng mat, ndm 1833, vua giao cho triéu dinh nghi t6i
mu:u phan, san bang ngdi mo, dung bia deo xiéng mang hang chit " Quyén yém L& van Duy€t phuc phap
xur " (=tén hoan quan L€ van Duyét chiu phép nudc ¢ day). Sau dan chung d6 cho 1a vi xtic pham dén
mo phan ctia dng nén Troi ra tai, nén dén 1835, vua Tu Pac cho ong phuc chire Vong cac cong than
Chudng ta quan, Binh tiy tudng quin, tude quin cong va dugc thd trong miéu Trung Hung cong than.

Lang ong ¢ Gia Dinh(11).

I1.- CHUC VU VA PHAM PHUC

A/ Chtrc vu

Trén nguyen tic, hoan quan chi gitr nhitng cong viéc hau ha trong cung. Michel D¢ Chaigneau ké
khi 1én 8 tudi dugc tridu vao cung gip hoang hau va cac phi tan cua vua Gia Long, do mdt vién hoan
quan dan dudng. Vién niy mic mot chiéc 4o ngin mau lam, quan lya tring, chit khan rong ban, cung
kinh di sau mot quing chir khéng dam di ngang hang. Lan tht nhi, khoang hai chuc tudi, sau khi & Phap
tro lai Viét Nam, Michel Buc lai dugc vua Minh Ménh triéu vao cung héi han chuyén nudc Phap.
Michel e liée thiy trong phong c6 mdt bon " day t " chirng 15-20 tudi, ding & goc phong, tira lung
vao tuong doi 1énh. HE vua ra hiéu thi 14p tic quy dang diéu thube 14 da chdm sén va trude khi dang
phai hut thir vai hoi...

Theo S. Baron, chua Trinh rat wa hoan quan. Nhitng nguoi nay sau khi phuc vu do 8 nam trong
triéu lién dugc cit nhic ra gitt nhitng chirc quan trong, c¢6 khi 14n 4t ca cac dai than c6 thyc tai.

Riéng chiia Trinh Khai thi sy 1ién h¢ vo1 quan hoan khong phai la it. Nguyén me Trinh Khai la
Duong thi Ngoc Hoan khong dugc Trinh Sdm wa. Mot hom nam mo thay thin nhan cho mot tim doan
c6 v& dau rong, tinh day ké cho hoan quan Khé Trung hiu Chu Xuin Pan nghe. Hau cho 13 diém sinh
quy tr, co y giup d&. Khi Sam cho doi Ngoc Khoan (ciing c6 cho chép la Ngoc Hoan) vao chau, Hau
gia cach nghe nham dua Ngoc Hoan t6i, Sam khéng no dudi vé, sau trach ming thi Hau dem chuyén ké
lai, Sam nin ling. Sau d6 Ngoc Hoan c6 thai sinh ra Trinh Khai nhung Sam van khong ua, tru trir
khong mudn 1ap 1am thé tir, chi dinh cho hoan quan Nguyén Phuong Dinh 1am Bao pho... Khi Trinh
Khai muu cuép ngdi Trinh Can, SAm sai Ngd Thoi Nhim cung bon hoan quan Ngan Trung Hau,
Pudng Trung Hau, An Trung Hau cuing tra an(12).

Ngudi ta trach hoan quan chi nho xiém ninh dugc 1ong vua chta, roi nim quyén chinh, tic oai tac
phtic...song ta da thdy Luong Pang lam quan to nhung khong hé tham du quéc sy, giy bé dang lam
mua lam gid, ma chi hoan tat viéc quy dinh mii 40 va 1& nhac, song van bj cac dai than ché trach.

Trong Vii Trung Tuy But c6 Ta Chi Hau ciing 13 hoan quan c6 thuc tai, hiéu thuit bop gin xuong,
biét hat xudng, xem tudng, vé& truyén than gioi.



Nhirng hoan quan tién cong cho Trung Qudc c6 mbt so dwoc sir sach nhac dén :

Minh Thai T6 bat ta cdng ndp su sai, ‘gai dep biét ddm bop va hoa gia (hoan quan), sau tha su va
gai dep vé chi gitr lai hoan quan va dai rat hau. Nam 1405, Minh Thanh T6 muu d6 xdm lang, sai bon
hoan quan Nguyén Toan, Nguyén Trung, Tir C4, Ngb Tin di s, do xét dia hinh nudc ta. Bon ndy din
ho hang hé quan Minh tran sang thi dung co bién ré 1a than thude ctia ndi quan nio thi sé thoat nan. Ho
Han Thuong biét chuyén sai giét hét than thudc bon Nguyén Toan(13).

Tuy nhién, nhitng ngudi bi tién cdng cho Trung Qudc khong phai toan bon ban nude 1ap cong ma
con ¢6 nhitng nguoi c6 biét tai nhu Tran Vi va Nguyén An.

Minh st chép rang nién hiéu Vinh Lac, Minh Thanh T6 ra lénh lung bét nhitng vin nhan Giao Chi
cat nhac cho gii chire Tri huyén hay Tri phu, 1ap tuyen bon trung quan (hoan quan) lay nguoi ngay
thang, trung hau, man can, thong sudt, cho hiu ndi cam sanh. Tran Vii duge tuyén vao hau Tuyén Cong,
thiang chirc Thai giam, sau cho d6i tén thanh Vuwong Ngoc Can, di theo vua danh Cao Hu (tirc con
Minh Thanh To, 1am phan) ¢6 cong to duoc ban dai ngoc, yén vang, ngua tot, vang lya...lai dac bon
qua 4n vang khic nhitng chir " Trung can nghia dam " (14 gan trung thanh, qua mAt nghia khi), " Kim
diéu quy khach " (quy khach dC)i mil diéu vang, trc mil hoan quan c6 con ve bang vang), " Trung thanh
tw 1€ " (tur mai dia long trung), " Tam tich song thanh " (bung da va hinh tich déu trogn sang).

Theo Hoang Minh thong ky c6 Nguyén An trai 5 doi vua Minh (Thai Tong, Nhan Téng, Tuyén
Tong, Anh Tong va Canh Tong) la nguoi gian di, khac kho, ctng ran, liém khiét, giéi vé muu meo,
tinh toan, rat s¢ truong nhiing cong viéc xay dung. Viéc tu tao thanh Bac kinh 9 cira, 2 cung, 3 dién, 5
phu, cong dudng, nha mén 6 bd va cac truong xudng, nha tram, An déu than hanh xép dat, to ra rat c6
cong lao. Cac to tao trong bd Cong chi viéc theo ké hoach cua An ma lam. Binh sinh dugc vua ban
cho thir gi déu dem ndp lai kho céng khong sét mot 1i(14).

Thoi nha Nguyén, vua Minh Ménh thiy cac hoan quan doi trude chuyén quyén, ling doan triéu
chinh (c6 nguo1 ndi vi vua ghét L van Duyét) nén nam 1836 ha lénh tir nay hoan quan khong dugc gitr
nhirng chure pham nhu cac quan dai than, lam quan ciing khong dugc qua tir pham. Séac 1énh nay dugc
khic bia da dé trude Qudc Tur Giam, dén nim 1918 van con & canh Van Miéu.

Vua lai dit ra nhitng chirc tudc riéng biét danh cho hoan quan :

Hang Chirc Luong thang

Bat gao quan tién

Hang nhat Thu déng Quang Vu va Dién sy Thai giam 48 72

Hang nhi Thu dang Kiém sy va Phung nghi Thai giam 36 60

Hang ba Trung dang Thira vu va Dién thang Thai gidm 36 48

Hang tu A dang Cung su va HY Thang Thai giam 24 36

Hang nim Ha dang Cung phung va Thira bién Thai giam 24 24

3 hang trén c6 quyén xin chirc Nhiéu phu cho cha, va chirc Mién nhiéu cho an hem hay chau trai,
hang 4 va 5 chi duoc xin Mién nhiéu.

Vua Thanh Thai khong wra hoan quan nén thay thé bang cung nir. Khi vua ngy thién (an) thi dau bép
dang mdi ngudi mot mon, dua cho Thi vé dem dén cho ndi giam, nhirng ngudi ndy lai chuyén giao cho
cung nir quy dang(15).

B/ Phim phuc

*Poi Tran

Sach Toan Thu chichép hoan quan doi Tran mic 4o xanh va tir 1306 dung quan hai 6ng chir khong
dung xiém nira.

Trong An nam chi luge (tr. 222) Lé Tic viét cin k& hon :

Céc ndi quan Thuong pham doi mii duong thuong dinh ong budm vang, mic pham phuc. Binh



thuong thi doi khin nhung mau tia xen mau biéc, 1am 6 tua két sau khin ; dai thit ngang dé t6 vé quan
quy.

Hang Trung pham mil 40 sac ché hoi giam. Thuong phuc thi khin két tua mau tia.

Ha pham doi mii duong thuong tia, 4o tia ; khin ngay thuong c6 tua den, dat ngoc, vang, doi moi.

Khong dung hét.

Chap tay lay vua.

* Nha L& quy dinh y phuc hoan quan rat rd rang. Theo Lé triéu chiéu linh thién chinh thi cac chirc
Tong Thai giam, P6 Thai giam, Quan déc ty noi giam, tudc quan cong an mac nhu sau :

- Vao chiu vua doi mii canh chuon mac 40 mau hong, b tir théu hd béo (nhu cac hoang tir, vuong
tir tudc quan cong), dai dat d6i moi bit bac, chan di hia tat.

- Vao chau phu Chaa d6i mii 6 sa(16) 4o lam c6 vat che sau, gidy lung kép dat ngoc.

- Puoc dem theo hai ngudi hau.

- Khi di duong khén chit mot, vong ba don son den, yén ngya son tia thép thau.

Di ra ngoai thanh thém mot long méu xanh, v& hoa xanh c6 ngu ru.

- Ao mic thuong, bang gim voc cac mau, hom 4o son son thép vang mot vach, hom mii son den
thép chi vang.

Cam khong dugc vé rong, phuong, ky 1an.

Mam, an thu bmeg tre dan, thép chi bac

Bat dia Tau bit thau.

*Thoi nha Nguyen, theo sac 1énh ctia vua Minh Ménh thi mil 40 hoan quan nhu sau :

- Ao mau lyc cho cac quan cao cap, mau lam cho nhitng nguoi chirc thap, bd tir mau do théu hoa
xanh luc.

Céac Thai giam thoi xwa deo mot vong lua trang ru xudng hai bén nguc dén tan thit lung, sau nay
chi deo mot thé bai nga khic rd chirc phan.

- Mii Thai giam bang phang & trén dinh va hinh bau duc (khac voi mii cac quan triéu hinh tron va
noc khum khum) c6 dat vang bac theo chirc tude va dinh mot qua bong.

Theo Hau Han chi, tho1 xura miti hoan quan c6 tua vang diém mdt con ve sau va mot cai dudi chudt,
ngu v rang ve sau thanh khiét chi séng toan bang swong sém, con chudt thi co thé len 16i vao tat ca
nhitng chd rat kin ddo trong tham cung.

Vién hoan quan ma Crawfurd da gap nam 1822 (co 18 1a Le van Duyét ?) tuy gitr chirc " Governor
" (Tong tran ?) nhung an mac rat don gian : 4o lya tring tron va khin nhidu ciing mau trang.

I1.- POI SONG

Hoan quan c6 hai loai :

- Mot loai sinh ra da co khuyét tat hay bi tai nan, nhu chd can, ma thanh tat. Nguoi xua tin réng
nhirng nguoi nay ¢ s6 1am quan to.

- Loai thtr nhi tu hoan hay do cha me dem con ra thién.

Hang thtr nhat, khi dira tré sinh ra thay co tat, thi gia dinh hay xom lang lién khai trinh xin cho 16mn
1én duoc sung chirc ndi thi. Khoang 10 tudi dura tré duoc tién cung, giao cho cac hoan quan gia hudn
luyén cong viéc chau hiu trong cung.

Hang thir nhi thi tir triéu Ly da c6 1énh nghiém cam : Nam 1162, xudng chiéu ké nao tu thién xir 80
truong, thich 23 chir vao mat.

Qudc triéu hinh luat thoi Lé cling chép : " Ai tu hoan xtr t01 luu, ai thién ho hodc chira chép giam
toi mot bac, xd quan khong phat gidc xir toi d6 (giam cam lam kho sai)(17).

S& di ¢ 1énh nghiém cam nhu thé vi hoan quan c¢6 thé gitt nhitng chirc vu trong yéu, c6 nhiéu
quyén uy, giup d& gia dinh hay x6m lang duoc nén nhiéu ngudi ham. Lé triéu chiéu linh thién chinh



cho biét cac ndi giam sung chirc Thai bao, Thai su, Thiéu su, Thai phd, Thiéu pho véi tude quan cong
thi 8 ngud1 con duge phong 1a Quan vién tu, 7 nguoi chau duoc phong la Quan vién ton(18).

Poc dén day han ai ciing la : da 14 hoan quan sao lai ¢6 con ? Hién nhién truong hop niy xay ra du
nhiéu dé c6 ca mot dao luat danh cho con chau hoan quan. Cuong muc chang han chép nim 1480 khi
Nghi Dan ndi loan, ndi quan Thi hdu Pho chudng bao Biéu tir tiét, gia san bi sung cong. Khi Thanh
Tong 1€n ngbi, truy tang Pao Biéu mot tu, ban cho 5 miu tu dién dé cung té, lai tra dién san bi tich thu
trude cho vo con(19).

Co 1€ nhirng nguoi nay, nhu Ly Thuong Kiét, da lay vo trude khi tur hoan, hodc cﬁng mudn c6 gia
dinh riéng, lay mot cung nir da bi thai hay 14y con nha hang phd rdi nudi con nudi. A. Laborde ké
chuyén ¢ Hué xua c6 mot thiéu phu 1ay chong hoan quan nhung ngdy tho khong hiéu chong minh bat
binh thudong, mai dén khi chong chét, di cai gia mo1 10 va dem chuyén minh tam sy vo1 mot vai nguoi
ban.

Ciing theo Laborde, c6 mot vién P61 Thi v¢ bi an tir hinh vi dn & vo1 mdt hoan quan va...sinh ra
mot dira con !

Chtia Trinh dung t61 4-5000 hoan quan nhung dén doi vua Thanh Thai nha Nguyén vi khong ua
hoan quan nén s6 ngudi hiu cin vua trude ¢ 15 sau chi con 9. Pén ndm 1918 lai c¢6 1énh cAm bd dung
thém hoan quan moi, nhitng ngudi cii cho tiép tuc gitr chirc.

&Tudng mao va tinh tinh

Khi n6i dén hoan quan nguoi ta thuong nhic dén cai cam khong rau, dang diéu éo 1a nhu phu nir,
va tinh tinh kho thwong, ngao man, v6 18...dudng nhu dé bu lai nhiing mdc cam tu ty. Sau day la hoan
quan nhin qua con mit cic chirng nhan Viét ciing nhu ‘ngoai qudc :

- Nam 1778, Chapman, mot nguoi do cong ty An d¢ cua Anh gii sang, da gap O Hué mot vién
hoan quan giir chirc " Quan Tam Quon ", quyén uy vugt ca vien " Viceroy " (Tong tran ?). Vién nay c6
tanh hay hoanh hoe, khinh nguoi. Trudc het bat Chapman phai dimg chd ngoai cong ca nua gio moi
cho vao nha. Vao roi cling khong thém ra tiép ngay, chi ¢ trong nha hoi vong ra may cau, mai sau moi
cho cudn rém 1én va Chapman thdy dudi anh nén vang vot mot dong thit 1u 10, di dang, nguoi co vé
thap lun, ma x¢ xubng...Khi Chapman phan nan nhirng nguo1 dudi quyen minh bi ngugc dai, vién Tong
tran Xin 16i rang ong khong c6 quyén hanh gi, moi sy cr diéu dinh thang vOi vién hoan quan. Vién nay
to ra rat vo 18, chiri ria va con sai dem ting vat ciia Chapman, mot chiéc dong ho, ra tra lai ndi rang
d6ng hd da va, trd nén vo dung(20).

Ngay 2/9/1822, Crawfurd da gdp mdt hoan quan gitr chirc " Governor of Saigon " (co6 1€ 1a Le van
Duyét ?) va ta mot cudc gap g0 kha twong tan : " Gitra phong, trén mot cai sap cao hon thuong 1€, 1a
vién " Tong tran " ( ?) dang ngdi chém ch¢. Ching t6i tién 1én cti chdo, ong ta ctr ngdi yén khong dap
1&. Sau @6 nguot ta chi cho chung t61 ngdi xudng diy ghé bén phai 6ng ta, ghe bén trai danh cho vién
quan cao cap bac nhi trong phong, nhiing nguoi khac ding dang sau hodc ngoi trén mot cai sap khac.
Vién " Tong tran " gia 1a mot hoan quan nhung néu khong biét trudc thi khong thé doan ra. Tuy cam
ong ta khong c6 rau va giong noi yeu ot nhu dan ba, nhung chua t61 mirc khién nguoi ta phai nghi ngo.
Ong ta c6 ve khong quan tam may t41 y phuc, chi mic mot 4o lya tring tron va do1 mot chiéc khin
nhleu rong ban cling mau trang Crawfurd dem 1€ vat ra ting nhung vién " Tong tran " tir ch01 noi
rang hai bén dang ¢ thé diéu dinh, ting 1€ vt biy gid qua sém, ong khong thé nhan. Crawfurd rat phyc
tu cach vién " Tong tran " khi dem oOn gta ra so sanh v&i cac quan chirc ngudi Xiém. Nhung vira vé
dén nha thi thay " Téng tran " sai nguoi1 dem thuc pham to1 tang : trau, d€, lon, gao vv... va nhan thé
cho biét luc ndy quan " Tong tran " khong tién nhan qua trudc mit cong chung nhung ngai rat vui long
nhin may khau stung va cai éng vién kinh ma Crawfurd dinh biéu(21).

Pham Khic Hoe, trong Tur Triéu dinh Hué dén chién khu Viét Bic ké rang thang 8 nam 1945, khi



ong di chao ba Tir cung dé ra Ha Noi, thi dot nhién mot vién Thai giam gia chay dén trudc mat sup
lay. Vién nay mat xanh nhu tau la, dau bac, cam khong rau, ma nhin nheo, miéng xé xuéng, mit rung
rung, cat giong khan khan hoi vé s6 phin cua minh s& dugcedinh doat ra sao ? c6 duoc linh lwong thang
8 hay khéng ? sau ndy sé& lam gi ?...Hoi ra m&i biét vién ndy do cha me thién tir nim 12 tudi, doi vua
Thanh Thai, da gﬁn 50 nam. Khi méi vao cung dugc hoc Tt thu, Ngii kinh, tap 1am viéc vat, dén 20
tu6i sung chirc Thira Bién Thai giam, nim 1945 giit chirc Phung nghi Thai giam. Nhiém vu chinh 13
chuyén dat ménh 1énh cta vua t6i phi tan va khi vua ngy toi ba ndo thi ghi chép ngay gid cho ding dé
phong viéc tranh chip vé sau. Tir khi vua Khai Pinh mét thi khong phai lam viéc nay nita, chi con
nhiém vu chau hau ba Tl cung, giup d& cac phi tin trong viéc cung bai, tu hanh va lién lac voi bén
ngoai.

Nam 1958, cu Vuong Hong Sén di thim lang Dién Tho (Gia Long) nham ngay 1& Thanh minh, tinh
co duoc chimg kién mot budi té 18 va hec thay noi gian nha sau chd té c6 mot nhom quan thi " rat dong

, mac a0 mau lam, dang dung cho té 1& xong thi chia phan, c6 ngudi di gia sum, ké con son son,
ngu0’1 ndo cam ciing nhin thin khéng mot soi rau.

Hoan quan khong phai nguoi ndo ciing xau xi, éo 1a. Trong Vii Trung tuy but, Pham Pinh H6 cho
biét Ta Chi Hau, ndi thi thoi Trinh Khuong (Giang) "twdng mao hung vi, phang phét giéng Viép quan
cong Hoang Ngti Phuc".

A. Laborde di chyp duoc anh mot vién hoan quan 62 tudi, mot trong nhirng ngudi ¢6 dia vi quan
trong hoi dau thé ky XX, trong coi mot cai lang, giir gin dd tho cung va phat luong cho 9 ngudi cung
nhan gia & d6. Tiéc rang Laborde khong cho in anh vién hoan quan ma chi cho biét mit miii vién ndy
giong mit ba gia, vi cling xé xuéng nhu nguc ba gia.

& Cung giam vién

Khi cac hoan quan khong phai hau chau thi ¢6 quyén rat vé Cung giam vién. Vién ndy gom 9 gian,
cung la not an hoc cua cac ndi giam tré va la chd tra ‘ngy cua gia dinh hoan quan t01 tham. Nam 1918,
vién da d6 nat chi con nha bép, mot cai miéu tho than va cai cong mang hang chir " Cung giam vién
mon "

& Chua Tur Hiéu

Chua xay trén mot chiéc doi nho, trén duong di dén lang Tuc Pirc, khuat sau mot lum cdy. Khung
canh rat tinh mich va tuyét dep co sudi chay, co6 thong reo, chim hot, dé kéu. Bia dung & cé)ng chua cho
biét day thudc lang Duong Xuan, huyén Huong Thuay, pha Thira Thién, nii Ngu Binh ¢ phia Pong
Nam, Huong Giang ¢ TAy Bic.

Chua do thién su Nhat Dinh tao dung, sau co ba vién nf1 giam vé huu dén tra va xin duoc triéu
dinh trg cap nhiéu tién. Pén 1893, cac hoan quan tu dong gop tién xay lai chia, mo rong ra va dung
lam nha dudng ldo cung noi tho' cing nhitng hoan quan da mat. Bia dung & chua ghi : " Khi con song
ching t6i dén chua tim yén tinh, khi 6m dau chung t6i vé diy dudng bénh va sau khi chét ching toi
cung dugc chon cat vai nhau & day. Du song hay chét, chua ciing 13 noi yén nghi cta ching toi " (22).

& Nghia dia

Ngay canh chua 13 nghia dia ctia hoan quan. Nhirng ngdi md & day duoc xay cit can dbi nhau
chung quanh mot cai sin gach. Nam 1918, khi Laborde t&i tham, co tit ca 18 ngdi md nhung chi c6 9
ngdi da xdy, nhitng cai kia con dé ngo.

& Thap Bo bé

Trudc cira chua ¢ thap Bo dé do thién su Tir Hiéu xay tir nam 1896 véi su gitip d& cua cac hoan
quan, xin dugc tién trg cAp cta Thai phi. Thap dung dé chira nhitng pho twong v& hay nhitng quyén
kinh d4 cii nat ma ngudi ta khong dugc vt di, phai dé cho ching tir muc nat dan. Thap chi ¢6 médt cira
& tirng thir hai, muén ném bo vat gi vao thap phai bat thang.
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Chuong X - NUADONG MAU VIET

O day toi khong c6 y dinh ni chung vé tit ca nhirng nguoi lai Viét Nam ma chi dic biét chu y to1
bbn nguoi di cam but viét vé qué ngoai cua ho. Nhirng nguot nay déu c6 it nhiéu tén tudi song mdi
ngudi phan ing mot cach khi dé cap dén ngudi Viét hay dat Viét.

Samuel BARON nhan xét vé nguoi Viét ¢ thé ky 17 nhu sau : " tinh tinh hién hau nhung hén yéu,
wa khoac lac, hiéu hoc nhung chi dé ra lam quan... "

Michel Birc CHAIGNEAU xac nhan ngudi Viét & thé ky thir 19 ciing hay khoe khoang, khoéc lac,
lai & ban...nhitng nghé nhan tai giéi khong phai khong c6 nhung bi chinh thé vui dap...

Hai nguoi ndy dd quan sat Viét Nam tir bén ngoai nhin vao, trong khi 4y thi HO DzEénh va Kim
LEFEVRE lai nhin Viét Nam tir qua tim nhin ra nén ho HO mdi thi thi : " Toi yéu cai giai dat can lao
nay, cai giai dAt thoat duoc ra ngoai sy loc ltra, phan trac, cai giai dAt chi bi bac dai ma khong bac dai
ai bao gio".

Han ho HO khong thé nao ngo ré“mg chi méy chuc nam sau, tai Paris, lai c6 mdt nguoi con lai khac
16n tiéng than thé mot thiéu phu vtra ¢6 hoc van vira xinh dep- : " T61 yéu nude Viét Nam nhung Viét
Nam chang yéu t6i ! ". Vi bi Viét Nam hat hiii ma Kim LEFEVRE phai chon & lai Phap.

Bon ngudi, bon hoan canh, bon ¢4 tinh ; ba ngudi gbe Au, mot ngudi goc A ; ba nam, mdt nit ; hai
nguoi dit khoat chon Tay phwong, hai nguoi thién vé qué ngoai.

I. Samuel BARON

Samuel BARON 1a mot ngudi Hoa Lan lai Bic. Cha lam dai dién cho céng ty An Do Hoa Lan ¢
Cacho (K¢ Chg = Thang Long) vao nam 1663. Lon 1€n, Samuel Baron ciing gitip viéc cho cong ty nay,
sau d6i sang 1am cho cong ty An Do cua Anh, lay qudc tich Anh, roi cudi ciing bo di budn riéng quanh
ving Pong Nam A. Nhitng nim 1678/80/82 déu c6 tré lai Ké Cho.

Voi tu cach mot ngudi di sinh va séng nhiéu nim ¢ Bac,Samuel Baron viét cudn A Description of
the Kingdom of Tonqueen (khoang 1685/6) dé gioi thiéu  Dang ngoai voi nguoi Anh. Day 1a mot trong
nhirng cudn sach dau tién viét vé& Viét Nam cua ngudi Au va ciing 1a mot ngudn tu liéu quy bau cua
ching ta vé doi séng Pang ngoai thoi Hau Lé. Trude do, Tavernier ciing da cho xuat ban mot cudn
sach vé Viét Nam song b1 Samuel Baron ché la bia dat nhiing diéu hoang duong. Samuel Baron cam
doan nhiing chi tiét trong sach minh mé&1 dtng su that, vi ngoai kinh nghi¢ém ban than, Samuel Baron
con nhd ngudi ban xir ¢6 uy tin chi diém cho nhing khia canh nao khong nam viing.

Chiing ta hay thir theo Samuel Baron di ngugc thoi gian tro vé thé ky 17 xem doi séng clia ong cha
ta lic ay ra sao ?

Trudc hét, _kinh d6 Thang Long dé to ra chat choi. Chg hop mdi thang hai ky vao nhirng ngay mong
mot va ngdy ram, mdi lan c6 phién cho nguoi cac noi d6 vé dong chat duong di, mudn nhich Ién do
mot tram budc phai mat dén nira tiéng dong hd. Phd phuong tu hop theo nghé nghiép. Cac dinh thy xay
cit bang gd, trong bé ngoai tAm thuong chir khong ¢ gi nguy nga, trang 18. Nha ciia thuong dan bang
tre nira. Nhirng diéu ndy phan déng duoc gido si Baldinotti xac nhin (1626) va giai thich : " Vi nha
bang tre nira nén Thang Long hay bi hoa hoan, co6 1an thiéu ryi t6i nam, sau nghin ndc nha, song nho Ké
chg von c6 nhiéu hd ao nén dap tat lira dé dang va chi bon, nim hom sau nha cira lai dung 1€n san sat
nhu cii. "

Ngudi dan Viét tim voc bé nhd, yéu 6t, tinh tinh nhu hod, khong ndng nay nhung wa ganh ti, lai doc
ac, séng suong, hay mé tin, di doan, hay khoac lac ; dan toc tAm thuong, ngheo khdn ma lai khinh bi
nganh giao thuong, hiéu hoc ching phai vi ham hiéu biét ma vi mudn dat muc dich ra 1am quan ; khong



u:a,du lich ma ciing khong tin 101 nhitng nguoi da di xa thay rong, tu cao, tuy dai, cho rang Viét Nam 1a
nhat...

Tiéng Viét thi mot chit tré vao dén 12, 13 vat khac nhau.

D1 thdm ban be phai doi sau bita com trua, di budi sang 1a vo 1€.

Trudce khi an com khong rira tay lai suc miéng, vi mi¢ng an trau, con an com thi d3 co dia khong
an bdc, khong so tay ban.

Lut 1& bat chudc Tau nhung duge chaim chude dung hoa véi phong tuc ¢d truyén thanh ra c6 phan
nhan hiu hon Trung Qubc va ca Aristote nita : Chang han dan ba, tré con pham t0i khong bi hanh ha
chat chan tay, hay béu riéu noi cong cong.

Hang thang vua L& hop trleu vao nhiing ngay mong 5 va ngdy ram ; ; lwong vua khoang 8000 d6 la
mot nam. Dia vi vua L luc 4 ay da suy yeu den noi dan gian co cau : " MAt mdt nghin 6 ong Vua khong
bang mit mdt 6ng Chua " boi Chia cAm quyén chinh, mdi khi thay d6i Chtia 13 mét 1an chinh thé bi
xao tron, ke Ién nguoi Xuong, gdy nén tinh trang hoang mang, bat an.

Chta Trinh thiét triéu mdi ngay tir 8 g sang. Khi Chia lam trleu, quan tic vé mang vo khi ding
ngoai san, noi giam tic truc quanh minh dé dé don tir 1én, hay truyén ménh I1énh tir trén xudng. Chua
dung t6i bon, nam trim ndi thi va rat thuong yéu nhitng nguoi ndy, thuong cat nhic ho vao nhitng chirc
vi quan trong c6 khi 14n 4t ca cac quan van vo co thyc tai.

C6 diéu la 13, theo S. Baron, khi vao chiu Chia cac quan mic quan 4o rat dep nhung chan thi lai
di dat. Trén nguyen tic, mil 40 cac quan da co luat 1€ an dinh tr 14y, mdi triéu du c6 thay ddi it nhiéu
chi tiét song van phai déy du 1€ bo : mi, 40, xi€m, y, hia, hét, vv...khong 1€ hia chi dung di tir nha dén
phti Chia r6i dén noi coi ra di chan dat ?

Tuy S. Baron khen cac Chua Trinh la nhirng nguo1 t6t - khong cudp ngodi vua Le, khong tan sat
nguot trong ho - nhung to ra bat man voi tuc 18 ai mudn kéu cau diéu gi & phi Chiia déu phai kém theo
18 vat.

Phu Chua nam gitra kinh thanh, rong rai, trong vay bbn phia. Trong va ngoai déu c6 trai linh canh.
Noi tim dugc xay cat xa hoa, 10ng 13y, son son thep vang, cham trd tinh vi. Nhung gido sT Amaral
(1638) lai viét hoi khac : " Ké cho thuong bi chién tranh thiéu rui nén lau dai khong xay ct bang da
cho bén vitng ma xay bang gach, gd, c6 bi thiéu d6t xay lai cling d&. Vi lo hoa hoan, trong thanh chi ¢6
cung vua L&, pha Chiia nim & ngoai thanh ".

Dong cung Thé tir hang ngay ciing hop cc quan & phil riéng nén chi vao chiu Chiia mdi thang mot
lan. Thuong nhat cho dai dién tac truc ¢ phit Chiia dé theo rdi tinh hinh ma liéu bé hanh su cho an
khép (1).

Vua, Chuia rat it khi ra ngoai. Lén ngoi ciing khong ctr hanh dai 18 linh dinh vi phong tuc Viét Nam
von kiém uéc.

Khi Vua bang ha, ca nudc phai dé tang khong dugc dung xa xi phadm nhu deo vang ngoc hay mic
gdm voc. Quén si van toan do den.

Nguoi dan khi chét, dan dng mic bay cd 4o dep dep nhat ctia minh, dan ba chin cai. Trong miéng
nguoi chét b vang ngoc dé sang thé gigi bén kia co tlen chi dung. Nguoi ngheo khong co vang ngoc
thi cat mong chan mong tay bo vao mi¢ng nguoi chét, tin rang miéng do ban thi ngudi qua c¢b khong thé
tré vé tac yeu tac quai voi ngudi song.

S. Baron dua ra nhiéu chi tiét kha la : vi du birc hoa v& canh chia Trinh thiét triéu lai ngé)i trén
vong, trong rat la lung kho hiéu ma ciing kho tin. Song trong Ky Sy Lén Kinh ctia Hai Thuong Lan
Ong, mot danh y thoi 4y, duoc voi 1én Théng Long chira bénh cho cha con Tring Can, phu Chia duoc
ta nhu sau : " Gian gitta dat mot sip ngy thép vang, trén sdp mic mot chiéc vong dleu Trudc vong va
ban ghé hai bén bay toan nhirng thir ma ngudi doi chua tirng thiy... Thanh thuong xuéng vong ngdi trén



ném gAm, nghiéng ngudi sang phia trai, dit tay 1én trén chiéc gbi dém rdi bao quan Chanh dudng xem
bénh trude... " Nhu vay 13 trong ndi tim cta Chiia qua c6 mac vong bén trén sap, song khong rd khi
thiét triéu Chtia ¢6 ngdi vong thue su hay khong ? Ngoi vong c6 18 thoai mai hon nhung e thiéu nghiém
chinh.

Tuy S. Baron tin minh viét toan sy thit, song cuén A Description of the Kingdom of Tonqueen
chira dung kha nhiéu diéu sai 1am ma ta c¢6 thé kiém ching dé dang, ti nhu bao Ly Chiéu Hoang lay
Tran Canh chi miy thang sau ca hai cing bi mot nguoi khac giét chét dé chiém ngoi. S. Baron sai 1am
ngay ca nhitng khi bat bé Tavernier, c6 1& vi khong am tudng, lai 1am viée cau tha.

S. Baron t6 y khong tin nguoi Viét blet chit Han tir truéc khi nha Pinh 1én cAm quyén va ciing
chang tin Viét Nam thang noi Trung Quoc may tran. Theo ¥ S. Baron, d6 1a vi ngudi Viét wa khoac lac,
néu Tau qua thue c6 lui quan vé thi han vi ho bi ndi loan hay ngoai xam, chur nhat dinh nguot Viet
khong du tai can danh bai mot cuong qudc, ching qua ndi khodc dé giir thé dién v&i ngoai qudc va con
chau. RO rang vi thién klen néu sy that da bi S. Baron bop méo.

Vé y duoc, thoi ay duong nhu ta c6 mot thir 14 chita bénh giy xuong rat than hiéu. Gido si
Christophe Borri, séng & Pang trong cung thoi, ké chuyén chinh ong bi nga gy xuong, chita theo
phuong phap Au Tay khong lanh, sau nho mot thay lang lay 1a gid nho bang bo, it 1au sau khoi. Giao si
thr thi nghiém, be gay chan ga, rdi cling y theo cach ciia thay lang bo lai, thay rat hiéu nghiém dén ndi
khi vé nudc ong cling dem theo mdt bo 14 trong hanh trang, tiéc rang vé dén noi, 14 kho, hét hiéu lyc.
Tuy gido si ca ngoi y khoa Viét Nam, nhung S. Baron van mdt muc hoai nghi, cho d6 cling chi la mot
chuyén khoac lac cua nguoi Viet, dau réng cong nhan 1ay hanh nuéng gia nho dap rén thi khoi bénh
chuong bung, va thud ay nguoi Viet da biét dung hap giac rat thuong (2).

Vé dao Phat & Trung Quéc, S. Baron néu ra mot gia thuyét rat ky quai : vua Tau nghe d6n co mot
dao & Tay phuong nhidu ngudi hAm md bén sai cac quan di im. Ba nim sau, cic quan Tau di dén An
D0, gdp dao Phat ben cho ngay 1a da tim dén noi, va thinh 72 cudn kinh vé, nhd dé dao Phat co dip
banh trudng ¢ Trung Qudc. Theo ¥ S. Baron thi cai dao dugc nhiéu ngudi hAm md Ay chinh ra phai 1a
dao Thién chia, d3 1am ra nhiéu phép la. Chi vi cac quan Tau luoi biéng, lam viéc khong dén noi, dén
chdn cho nén dao Phat gianh mat dat cua dao Thién chta. Pao Thién chiia méi 1a chanh dao, con cai
dao Phat hoang dudng kia chi mé hodc ndi nhitng bon ngu dét, vo hoc nhu phy nir hay hoan quan.

Tom lai A Description of the Kingdom of Tonqueen ghi chep nhiéu diéu chinh xac song lai chen
1an voi nhirng diéu sai 1am do tac gia hodc khong nam virng van dé, hodc vi thién kién. Hong Lam,

trong Trung Bic Chu Nhat s6 144 d3 to ra nhe da ca tin khi tuyén b : " S. Baron quan st phong tuc
Viét Nam kha ding va ngoi bt cong binh honca ".

I1. Michel Bic CHAIGNEAU (1803-1894)

Michel Puc 1a con dau long ctia Jean Baptiste Chaigneau (1769-1832), tirc Chiia tiu Long, mot
trong hai nguoi & lai 1am quan 1du dai v6i vua Gia Long sau khi gitp vua thing quan Tay Son. Ca hai
da " vang ménh " Gia Long cudi vo Viét : Vannier 1dy Nguyén thi Sen, Chaigneau 1dy Benette HO Thi
Hué, mot con chién ngoan dao & Hué. L& cudi cir hanh tai nha thd Phi Cam dau ndm 1802, dén 1803
thi Michel Ptrc ra doi. Mudi mot nim sau khi cudi va sinh ha dugc chin ngudi con, ba Hué mat.
Nguoi vo Phap ma Crawfurd da gap 6 Hué nidm 1823 ¢6 18 1 vo sau cua Jean Baptiste Chaigneau.

Jean Baptiste ro1 Phap 1an dau vao ndm 1791. Con nha dong & dat Lorient (Bretagne), thuoc phe
bao hoang, J. Baptiste bat min voi chinh thé méi bo nudce ra di, khi a ay chi 1a mot si quan tré tudi, vo
danh. Sau thoi gian 1am quan v&i Gia Long, nam 1819, J. Baptiste vé thim qué, dén 1821 lai roi Phap
di Viét Nam 1an nira, nhung lan nay voi tu cach mot vi Lanh sy cua vua Lo y 18. Khi dén noi thi vua
Gia Long dd mat (25/1/1820), vua Minh Ménh 1én caAm quyén c6 ¥ xa lanh ngoai quoc, khong trong
vong Chaigneau va Vannier nhu Gia Long, lai thém su ganh ti ctia cdc quan dai than ngay mot 16n, nén



dén 1824 thi ca Chaigneau 1an Vannier cung dem gia quyen vé Phap.

Michel Duc song ¢ Viét Nam dén ndm muoi sdu tudi méi theo cha sang Phap lan dau, va muoi
chin tudi lai theo v€ Viet Nam. Nam 1863-64, sir by Phan Thanh Gian sang Phap thuong thuyét dé
chudc lai ba tinh mién Pong, ¢6 gip gia quyen cua hai vién sT quan nay. Ba Vannier khi ay dd ngoai 80
tu6i, nha tdn mién Nam nudc Phap cling chong gy 1én Paris ra mit s bo va ¢ lai cho dén hom tién
biét. Miy nim sau thi mat, chon & Toulon.

Michel Buc, cling da trén 60, than hanh dén tan st quan tham hoi va khi st b vé con gui dang vua
Tu Ptrc mot birc truyén than, song st bd khong dam nhan vi hinh v& ban than, so mang toi khi quan.

Nam 1867, Michel Ptc cho xuit ban cudn Souvenirs de Hué. Khac vai S. Baron, Michel Puc
nhin nhan ngay me minh 13 nguoi Viét, va khong quén hom hinh nhéc lai 101 vua Gia Long binh pham,
sau khi gap " cdu Prc " 1an dau. Nha vua ngam nghia k¥ cang roi ngoanh lai bao J. Baptiste : " Cong
trinh ctia 6ng duoc 1am, chi phai toi 6ng nan cho no cai mii hoi tet, giong nguwdi Nam ".

La con mdt vi quan nhat pham, da tirng dn sung mit suéng, & nha sang, ké hau nguoi ha tap nap, di
dau c6 kiu co long, ké don nguoi dua, timg dugc theo cha di xem t& Nam giao, theo vua Gia Long du
thuyén trén song Huong, gap Hoang hiu cung cac phi tan, du budi trinh dién cua ban hat hoang
cung...cuoc doi tho au cua Michel Duc 1a cude do1 huong thy tot buc, cho nén khi dap tau vé Phap,
Michel Dire phai ¢ nin méi khoi bat khoc khi thiy minh sap phai lia xa nhiing ngudi than yéu : ban
be, gia nhan, thay gido Biru...Nhung khi vira ddt chan 1én dat Phap thi Michel Prc choang vang trudc
doi song day xe ngwa nhon nhip, lau dai nguy nga. Chi hai nam sau, khi vua Minh Ménh u6m hoi
Michel Btrc ¢6 muén & lai 1am quan thi Michel Dtrc d3 kiém 10i tir chdi khéo : " T6i khong dam tir
quyén dinh doat phai hoi ¥ cha t6i, tuy ngudi sap xép ". Ngoai miéng ndi vay, nhung trong tham tim
Michel Dtrc nghi " Nudc Phap da chinh phuc t6i, qua tim t6i da thudc vé nude Phap roi ". Michel Pirc
du sang subt dé viét thém : " Nguoi ta co thé cho t6i 1a bac " song biét 1am sao bay gir ? Nha cira Viét
Nam thi lup xup, t6i tim, 1au dai kién tric ching c6 gi d0 so ; tuy vua Gia Long c6 hau dii cha con
Michel Ptrc, nhung vua Minh M¢énh lai t6 vé tho o, lanh nhat...Du sao Michel Ptrc cling con tré tudi,
lai san than phyc cha, mot ngudi ma dén vua Gia Long con hét long trong vong, ma cha Michel Duc
chang do nuéc Phap dao tao ra 1a gi ? Hudng hd Michel Puc lai duoc mdt nha Nho 1a thay Buru gido
huan, Michel Puc phuc tung cha va chon nudc Phap 1a phai. TAt nhién day la mot su lya chon theo ly
tri vi Michel Ptrc qua c6 cam tinh v&i Viét Nam, con nude Phap tuy choang 10n, song thuc sy da lam
gi cho " cau Puc " chua ? Cho nén tuy chon ¢ lai Phap, nhung khi phai doan Phan Thanh Gidn sang,
thi Michel Pirc di dén thim ngay va giri ca qua ting, rd rang nhin nhin va bay t6 cam tinh véi qué me,
du lac Ay me da mét tir 14u.

S. Baron séng ¢ Béc thi viét vé doi song & Bac ; Michel Puc sinh truong & Hué tat nhién viét vé
Hué : dia thé, phong tuc...v€ ca ban dd nita. Cu Vuong Héng Sén d3 c6 1an dat cau hoi cho Dinh & dau
? Poc Michel Puc sé& thy cho Dinh nam bén mot chiéc cau phia Pong song Trudng Tién (tirc song
Huong, ban do Bulletin des Amis du Vieux Hué). Chg Dinh to hon chg PBugc, s¢ di mang tén nay vi
hop gan céc dinh thu.

Ban vé cong nghé ¢ nudc ta, Michel Dtrc dua ra mot nhan x¢ét kha xac dang : " Viét Nam so di
khong ¢ nhiing tay tho' danh tiéng chi vi chinh thé qua bat cong, hé ngudi nao kheo lién bi sung cong,
bat 1am quan quat ma luong lai ré tng, bi boc 16t hét mire, va chi duoc tha vé voi gia dinh khi ndo gia
yéu hay bénh tat, ciing khong dugc hudng mot dong xu dén bu. Cho nén du c6 kha ning ciing khong
may ai chiu hoc nghé cho tinh x40, ké c6 tai thuong dau tai. O Bic thué Ay c6 mot nha 1am do sir rat
khéo, khong kém gi d6 st Tau, mao danh mot hing san xuat ctia Trung Qudc chir khong dam ding tén
that ctia minh, so lai bi sung cong. Do chinh sach nguoc dii nhitng nguoi tho khéo 4y ma nganh cong
nghé ctia Viét Nam khong sao phat dat, khong sao ngoc dau day dugc.



La con quan nhat pham, thudng duoc ra vao noi cung cam nén nhirng chi tiét do Michel Puc ké ¢
1& 1y thu nhét 1a vé hai vua Gia Long va Minh Ménh. Theo con mat quan sat ctia " cau Puc ", 1an déu
gap vua Gia Long khi moi I1én 8 tu6i, thi nha vua cao trén bdc trung, than hinh vam v&, da trang, mit
sdc, hai ma co hai ndt rudi den, chung quanh mdi nét rudi ¢6 mot tim 16ng dai moc lan ra tn chim rau
bac vira dai vira ram. Dang nguoi dinh dac, tac phong oai nghiém, khi vui khi gian bat thuong...Gia
Long rat am tuong guong may hanh chanh, thuong khi bat bé cac vién dai than lam sai trai.

Piéu ma Michel Ptrc nhdn manh 13 Gia Long ua dua cot va noi chuyen nham nhitng lac vang
nguot. Khi " cdu Buc ", theo tuc 1€ Viét Nam tung hd " Thién tr muén nam " thi Gia Long chin ngay
lai hoi : " Mi tudng ta 12‘1 con Trdi thue ching ? Ta ciing ¢6 cha, c6 me nhu ai. Cha ta d3 1am nhu thé
ndy...me ta 1am thé nay... " Tém lai, Gia Long da ban cho " cdu Ptrc " mot bai hoc v& 1ong vé phuong
phap ciu tao hai nhi, vira bang 1o ndi, vira bang cir chi. Michel Ptrc khong dam thuat lai turong tan s
nguoi1 doc do mat.

Michel Ptic ciing biét Minh Ménh khong phai 1a con Chanh cung hoang hau nhu Thiéu Tri. Khi &
Phap vé, nhiéu lan Michel Bac duge Minh Ménh vo1 vao cung dé hoi chuyén nudc Phap va nho dich
nhirng chir ghi trén may birc hoa v& canh nudc Phap. Trudce hét, Michel Puc phai doc to 1én, sau dich
tirng chir, cudi cung mo1 dich nghia toan cau. Pé Michel buc khoi nhay nhitng chir kho, Minh Ménh
14y ngon tay chi tirng chir mot. Mdi khi dich xong, vién quan ngdi canh phai ghi ngay lai bang chir Han.
Gap nhitng chit tén ngudi hay tén tinh khong dich dugc, vién quan lung ting thi chinh Minh Ménh chi
diém cho nén dung chir gi.

Minh Ménh dac biét cha y dén quan doi, nhung phuc cta Phap, hoi rat cin k& va dua theo Phap
ché tao ra mot loai ngl deo hai vai cho cac vo quan. Nhitng vién quan nay thudng noéi trém sau lung
vua : " Ching minh 1a s7 quan ctia Pha lang cha ".

Minh Ménh khong quén hoi vé xa hoi Phap va dic biét sirng s6t khi nghe noi trong nhitng budi hop
cong cong déu co mat phu ntr. " Nhu thé thi con gi 1 trat ty nita 2 "

Nha vua ciing t0 mo mudn hiéu tai sao nguoi Phap hay suu tdm nhitng con thu chét, 16t da, nhoi
trau, cung 14 nhitng loai sdu bo vo gia tri. Khi biét dé dem vé trung bay tai Bao tang vién thi nha vua
lai cang kinh ngac : " Dung lau dai dé chira nhitng con sau ay ? That 1a dién rd ! That 1a tré con !
Chang 1& nguoi Phap hét viéc lamréi u 2 .

Séach ctia Michel Purc it sai 1am hon S. Baron, c6 18 vi Michel Dirc khong qua khinh ré qué ngoai
nén chiu tim hiéu mot cach khach quan, lai am tuong tleng Viét, va co mot nguoi thiy gido 1a nguoi
Viét, thay Biru, mot nha Nho chan chinh, cho nén su hiéu biét cia Michel Ptic vé nudc Viét ciing thau
dao hon.

Theo A. Brébion, Michel Duc vé Phap 1am viée & s Thué tir 1827 dén 1852, dong thoi ciing lam
Tro gido day Viét ngir tai truong Langues orientales (Ngon ngtt Bong phuong). Nam 1876, Michel
buc cho ra hai cudn : Tho Nam ky va Tho tiép theo tho Nam Ky cung néi vé chién tranh Viét Phap,
do nha A. Challamel xuat ban.

I1. HO Dzénh (1916-1991)

Chinh tén 1a Ha Triéu Anh, sinh va mit & Viét Nam. Cha 13 ngudi Trung Hoa lanh nan tir Quang
Pong sang dén bd song Ghép thi gap me HO Dzenh, mot co 141 do nguoi lang Ngoc Giap. La con trai
ut, khi ra do1 gia dinh da sung tic nén H6 Dzénh rat dugc yéu chiéu. Lén 9, cha qua doi, gia canh dan
da sa sat, HO Dzénh phai vira di lam vira di hoc cap trung hoc & Ha Noi.

Tur 1945, Hb DzEénh séng ¢ Thanh Hoa, sau m&1 ra Ha Noi.

Bit dau viét tir 1937. Pa xuat ban : Di Vang (1940), Qué Ngoai (1942), Chan Troi Cii (1943),
Mot Truyén Tinh Mudi Lam Nam Vé Trude (1943), Hai Mbi Tinh ( ?), Nhitng Vanh Khin Trang ( ?),
Hoa Xuan Dat Viét (1945), C6 Gai Binh Xuyén (1946).



Viét Nam duéi ngoi but ciia Ho Dzénh

Théng than ma noi, HO Dzénh khéng thanh céng vé mit tiéu thuyét. Mot Truyén Tinh Mudi Lam
Nam Vé Trudc, Hai Moi Tinh, Nhitng Vanh Khan Trang, ndi dung dao dtrc c6 thira, nhung ngh¢ thuat
yéu kém. But phap binh thuong, cach dyng chuyén qua don gian, tam ly lai khong c6 gi séu sac. Nhan
vat chi 1a nhirmg mau nguoi rap khudn hay tiéu biéu cho nhitng miu nguoi 1y tudng cta Ho. Nguoi goa
phu trong Lanh Lung cua Nhat Linh " thyc " hon 1 cac qua phu trong Nhitng Vanh Khin Tring. C6 18
vi cling nhan ra nhugc diém 4 ay nén HO DzEénh d3 chon mdt but hiéu khac - Luu Thi Hanh - cho nhiing
tiéu thuyét cua minh ?

Truyén ngén - dac biét loai tu truyén - cta HO Dzénh hay hon. Tac gia viét véi giong thanh that,
khong bi go bé trong mot khudn khd cing nhic ctia luan thudng dao 1y nén dé di thang vao 10ng ngudi.
" Em Din " vugt ra ngoai 1€ gido nhung lai 13 mot nhan vat dung viing.

Tho H6 Dzénh thudc loai trit tinh, thich hop véi tim hén da cam cua tac gia nén cling kha thanh
cong. Tap Qué Ngoai mo dau bang ba chir " Kinh dang me " dé noi 1én ngay vi tri ciia ngudi me trong
tam hon nha tho : cudn sach dau tay tran trong danh cho me. Hd Dzénh yéu me, H5 Dzénh ciing rat yéu
Viét Nam :

To1 yéu nhung chinh [a " say "

Tinh qué Nam Viét, ban tay diu dang.

Tho t6i dé tham, budm vang,

Con song be bé, cai lang xa xa..."

"Lily tre xanh", Qué Ngoai

"Be bé", "diu dang", d6 la hinh 4nh Viét Nam trong tam kham Hb Dzénh. Song bdo nd 1a hinh anh
ngudi me ma Ho yéu quy cting khong sai. Trong tho HOo, hinh anh ngudi me va hinh anh dat nude Viét
Nam thuong khi 13n 16n, ngudi me nhé bé, diu dang, ling 18 cam phan cham chi lam an thi hinh anh
Viét Nam ciing thé "con song be bé...ban tay diu dang...giai dat can lao...

Vi yéu me, khong bao gio H6 Dzénh nghi dén chuyén pha nhan nguon gdc Viét ctia minh, va diém
nhién cong nhan : " T6i da ting uéng nudc va ndi thir tiéng Viét Nam" (Chan Troi Ci, tr. 166).

Di nhién khi so sanh, Ho thira biét qué cha dep d&, huy hoang hon :

Om toi chi bao ludn rang :

Chap tram Ha Noi khong bé“mg qué ta !"

"Giang tay", Hoa Xuan Dt Viét

Nhung khi can lya chon giita hai t6 qudc thi chua han qué cha da thang vi trong long Ho Dzénh ¢
mot cudc xung dot : tri noi qué cha hung manh hon song tan day long H6 cam thay qué me gan gili, than
thiét hon. Cau bé Ho khong biét phan xir ra sao danh chi tron sau dong nude miat :

"Co ai hoi t6i yéu nudc Viét Nam hay nudc Trung Hoa hon thi t6i chi con biét...khoc". ("Thang
chau dich ton", Chan Tro1 Ci).

Thé nhung r6i Ho cling phai dirt khoat chon lyra. Trén tiéu chuan nao néu su huy hoang, ruc r& da
khéng cam db noi Ho ? Song than H6 Dzénh dai dién cho hai t6 qudc, thi day 1a hinh anh ctia song than
qua mit nha tho :

"To1 khong lam niing cha t61 vi nguoi nghiém, it noi...1ong me t61 méi thuc la dia hat tinh cam cua

t61" (Chan Troi Cq, tr. 139).

Pbi v&i cha, H6 Zdénh kinh va uy, voi me HO méi théy thodi mai, yén vui. Cha da nghiém, it noi,
qué ndi lai xa voi nén chi gay dugc trong long H6 mot chut tinh cam khong 14y gi 1am tham thiét :

"May oi, néu lac vé phuong Bac

Cham cham cho ta giri my 10i:

Tur thud ly huong ta van nhd,



Nhung tinh...xa 1dm gi6 miy oi".

"Tu huong", Hoa Xuan Dat Viét

RS rang cai "nhd" ¢ day chang co gi 1a sbi ndi, bong bot, qua 1a thir tinh..."xa 1am". Nguoc lai,
hudng vé qué me, Ho thudng c6 nhitng dong cam dong du chi 13 nhing chi tiét tim thuong. "Dé thim,
budm vang, con séng be bé..." thi & ddu ma chang c6, song dudi ngdi but H6 Zdénh, ching c6 mot gia
tri ddc biét vi HO da trut 1én canh vét 1ong thuong yéu thim thiét cua minh.

Nhu mot ngudi Viét Nam thuan tuy, Ho Zdénh ciling x6t xa thiy Viét Nam bi giay xéo dudi got thuc
dan :

"Tam muo1 nam do ho, tam muoi nam !"

Va mo cho Viét Nam mot ngay mai tuoi sdng hon :

"Bao gid cho sang 1éu tranh nho..."

"Mai 18u tranh", Hoa Xuan Dat Viét

Trai vé1 Samuel Baron, hay Michel Puc Chaigneau, chinh cai bé nho, kém céi cua Viét Nam da
khién chang "quan tir TAu" nay thién han vé qué me :

"Chinh su kho va cham éy khién t6i yéu nudc Nam cua toi bﬁng mdt tim long trong dai, mdt mdi
tinh vO song, nhét 13 qué huong thir hai cua t61 lai khong dugce huy hoang, ryc rd." ("Em Din", Chan
Tro1 Ch).

"Nudc Nam Ctia T61", doc HO Zdénh ta thiy nhan nhan nhitng dong boc 16 tinh yéu Viét Nam :

"H&i vo cung yéu du - Nude ta oi ! " ("Trang sach xua", Hoa Xuan Pat Viét).

"Long toi thwong siu xa dat nudc Nam" (Chan Troi Ci, tr. 151).

"Nudc Nam yéu quy cua t61" (Chan Troi C4, tr. 151).

H6 Zdénh yéu thwong Viét Nam qua hinh anh ngudi me, nhung lai ciing yéu Viét Nam nhu me yéu
con, con cang xau xi cang thwong nhiéu hon dé bu dip.

Ho Zdénh khong chi yéu Viét Nam ma "chinh 1a say" Viét Nam, cho nén rat chii quan khi nhic nho
dén qué hwong cta me :

"Nude Nam, qué huong thir hai cta t6i con dep 1am, nguoi nude Nam rat ddi hién lanh..." ("Chi

Yén", Chan Troi C).

Dan toc Viét Nam c6 that hién 1anh hon han cac dan toc khac khong ? Mudn tin tudng Ho Zdénh,
ching ta phai quén di nhitng "ngoai 18"; nhitng ba me chong, nhitng ba me ghé, nhitng cudng hao, ac
ba...dud1 ngoi but cac nha van khac.

H6 con di xa hon nita, khéng nhitng ngudi Viét Nam hién lanh ma dat nuéc Viét Nam ciing hon doi

"Toi yéu v cuing cai giai dat can lao nay, cai giai dat thoat ra duoc ngoai su loc lira, phan tric,
cai giai dat chi bi bac dai ma khong bac dii ai bao gid ("Sang tring xudng", Chan Troi Cii).

"Khi yéu trai du ciing tron...". H6 Zdénh khong quan sat Viét Nam bang d6i mat, H0 Zdénh ngam
nhin Viét Nam bang qua tim thién tur.

Chung ta da danh gia van tai cua Ho Zdénh, nhung hinh nhu it quan tm dén coéng dan H6 Zdénh.
H6 Zdénh khong chi yéu Viét Nam bang dau ludi, H6 Zdénh thyc sy d3 "sdng giri thit, thac giri xuwong"
& Viét Nam. Dbi v6i Ho Zdénh, chi co tam long mo1 "dang ké"

"Nhung trén ca tinh va tai...d6 1a tim long" H6 Zdénh da Vlet nhu thé va con trich thém mot cau
Kiéu:

"Chi "tam" kia m&i bang ba chir "tai",

khi dé twa Chan Troi Cil.

Van tai cua HO6 Zdénh khién ta quy trong, tim chan tinh ctia Ho Zdénh 1am cho ta cam dong.

IV. Kim LEFEVRE (1937 ? -)



Sinh tai Ha Noi, c6 1€ vao nam 1937 : Kim khong c6 khai sinh thuc su. Cai t€n Lan Kim Thu do
cha duwong dat va khai cho khi Kim 1én mudi dé c6 gidy to di hoc.

Cha d¢ la mot quan nhén Phap, Jean Tiffon, song hai cha con chua bao gio gap nhau : Kim la con
vo thira nhan. Me Kim nguoi Béc, c6 mot trinh dd hoc van cao so voi phu nir thoi xua (Certificat
détudes), vi trot sinh con hoang nén bi gia dinh hat hui. Thoi tho 4u cta Kim 1a mot chudi ngay dau
kho, lot Iong me da bi gui di ¢ vu, roi nhd ho hang, hét nha nay dén nha kia - me con phai nhoc nhin
kiém tién. Pi dén dau Kim ciing toan nghe nhirng 101 cay ding :"Cai gidng lai nd bac 1am". Nam 1én 6,
me b1 gia dinh ep phai bo Kim vao Vién mo c61, do1 song lai con cay cuc hon dén ndi co6 1an Kim toan
tu tan. Nam 1945, vi thoi cudc, Vién phai giai tan, Kim dugc me don Ve, song vi khong nhan ra me, ba
phudc khong chiu giao tra. Nguoi me budn tii, khoc 1éc, trong cai dang sut sui, thiéu ndo cta me, mot
hinh anh quen thudc chot 16e ra trong ky e Kim, cudi cung hai me con ciing dugc doan tu. (Néu qua
Kim sinh nim 1937, 1943 vao Vién, 1945 xuit Vién thi mGi & c6 hai nim sao Kim da c6 thé quén
duoc me ?). Tiéng goi la "doan tu", thuc ra xuit Vién 1a Kim lai tiép tuc cudc do1 "an com nha di,
udng nude nha ¢6" mot thoi gian nita roi méi dugc me don vé & véi cha dugng, mot ngudi Tau & Chy
Lén, hét stc lanh nhat v6i Kim mac dau ¢ bé tim du moi cach dé 1ay long. Khong thanh cong, Kim
dam xoay ra an cap tién cot de bi trimng phat, it nhat nhu thé ngudi ta ciing c6 dém xia dén Kim, nhung
Kim van that bai. Nam 12 tu6i cha ban di 1am con 6.

Ciing may me Kim du sang sudt dé nhan dinh Kim can phai co6 hoc van dé ty tao mot tuong lai sang
stia. Nguoi dan ba von rat phuc tong chong nay di khong ngan ngai, 1én It xin cho con riéng di hoc,
va Kim d3 di hoc trong mot tinh trang khac nguoi : hoc bai vung trdm trong bép, cip sach dau trong
dbng cui...Mic dau gip nhiéu tré ngai, song nhd tri thong minh va nhat 1a nho sy gitip d& tin tinh cta
me, Kim d4 gianh dugc mdt dia vi trong xa hoi : t6t nghi¢p hang ba truong Dai hoc su pham va dugc
bd nhiém ngay tai Saigon. My thang sau, duoc hoc bong sang Phap (1960) Kim da chon ¢ lai Phap,
di day hoc cac truong trung hoc mot thoi gian rdi chuyén sang nganh ca kich. D3 ting trinh dién & cac
nudc Au, A va Phi chau,

Niam 1989, Kim cho ra doi cudn Métisse blanche (Ptra con gai lai bach ching) va dugc Bernard
Pivot moi 1én dai truyén hinh phong van. Nho cudn sach nay Kim da ndi lai duoc lién lac véi Viét
Nam ma Kim c6 tinh tranh né tir 1au : Viét Nam goi cho Kim nhitng ngay tho au day dau kho. Ngay nay
Kim d3 tré vé thim gia dinh va thdm Viét Nam, Kim di giai téa duoc ndi s¢ hdi Viét Nam ma Kim
vira yéu lai vira han.

1990 Kim cho ra tiép cudn thir hai Retour a la saison des pluies (Tré lai mua mua).

Hai t6 qudc ma khong mot chd ding

Kim chua ra doi da bat hanh : me Kim vira ¢6 thai thi nguoi cha dot ngot bo di khong mot 101 tir
biét. Co 1& ong ta cling yéu me Kim, nhung chua di dé vuot qua nhitng trd ngai cua xa hoi dé di dén
hon nhan.

Cha khong nhén, nguo1 Phap ¢ Viét Nam ciing khong may ai muon c6 lién hé xa gan gi vi giot
mau ro1 nay. Khi con lam bép cho mot ong Giam d6c Vién Hai hoc ¢ Nha Trang, thay ong co ¥ san sO¢
day Kim tiéng Phap, me Kim danh bao xin ong giup Kim di hoc, Kim ching ciing thuéc noi g10ng cua
ong ddy u ? Lap tirc ngdy hom sau blrc tudng phan chia chu t& lai dwgce vach ra phan minh. Roi dén
khi Kim di hoc ¢ Pa Lat, ba Me Nhat cling 10 vé kho chiu khi Kim t6 long biét on theo kiéu Viét Nam
ma ba cho la quy luy.

Cha khong ngd ngang dén, nguoi Phap khong nhin nhan, thim chi ¢ nhitng ngudi lai nhu Kim ciing
khinh bi Kim 13 " annamite ". D6i v&i Kim, nudc Phap dai dién cho nguoi cha ma Kim thu han. Kim
tudng tuong cha minh 1a mot thuc dan héng héach, thudc " phe bén kia ". Tém lai, Kim khong c6 cam
tinh v&i qué cha, tuy nhién, doi khi ngim nhitng tim hinh phu nit Phap tré dep treo trén trong Kim ciing



¢ lan ao udc minh la mot c6 gai Phap, va cam thay ti ho vi than phan " annamite " ctia minh !

Nhung gidc mo tré thanh ngudi Phap chi thoang qua vi nhiing nguoi thyc long yéu thuong Kim
toan 1a ngudi Viét, du dém duoc trén dau ngon tay : me, ba Tu, ba Pho...cho nén Kim thuong vui vé
nhan minh 13 Viét Nam, thich dn com ta, thich mic 4o dai hon 4o dam, thich di chua hon di nha tho, va
con tur hira 16n 1én s& nhudém rang that den...Kim mong mudn tré thanh mot ¢ gai Viét thuan tuy va tu
ltra d6i minh bang cach tranh sol guong dé khoi phai dbi chiéu véi su thie. Co luc Kim cling ao uwoc
cha me minh 13 ngudi Viét, néu khong thi ciing mong moi gip mot tai nan 16n dé co thé trut bo hét
nhirng giot mau Phap trong minh. Song du Kim c6 ty ltra d6i dugc minh thi ban be, ké ca nhitng ngudi
than nhat, doi khi cling thot ra nhitng 101 1am Kim ti cyc : " May 13 con lai, chiing tao tin may thé nao
duoc ? ". Nguoi 16n cling mot luan diéu : " Nudi 1am gi céi gidng lai, ngdy sau 16n 18n, cai mau Tay
manh hon, né s& bé minh ngay. Giéng lai 14 chia bac "

Bén cha khong nhan, bén me hat hui, Kim lai mo wéc dén mot gial phap thr ba : tim ra mot x
trong d6 chi c¢6 toan ngudi lai &, tir cha me dén co gido déu lai tubt. O d6 Kim sé& khong thay minh lac
loai va co don.

La mdt c6 bé nhay cam, thém khat yéu thwong ma chi tiép nhan nhitng ctr chi lanh nhat, nhitng 1oi
ndi phii phang, Kim rat han Viét Nam, han dén ndi tir khi dinh cu & Phap, trong sudt 30 nim, Kim hau
nhu tuyét tinh v6i nguoi Viét, tranh né tit ca nhitng gi lién quan dén Viét Nam.

Ngay nay binh tAm nghi lai, Kim d4 than trong c4n nhac : " Viét Nam da nudi dudng t6i, nhitng tinh
thuong dau tién t6i di tiép nhan 1a & Viét Nam. T6i ndi tiéng Viét, thim nhuan vin hoa Viét. Toi thiét
tha v&i Viét Nam, to quéc clia toi. TOi da hét long hoa minh vao doi séng Viét Nam, nhung Viét Nam
khéng yéu toi va s& chang bao gid chap nhan t6i. Tuy vy tdi ciing khong 1én an Viét Nam. Viét Nam
vo1 t61 1a hinh dnh nguo1 me diu hién " (Mgétisse blanche). " Phu tinh 4n da r0 rang... "

Con d6i v6i nuée Phap da giang tay don ¢ sinh vién du hoc, nhiing 4c cam va thanh kién ban dau
d3 hét ngay tir ngay Kim dét chan dén Paris. Duy d6i v6i nguoi cha thi Kim dat khoac git viing lap
truong : " Co thé sau ndy toi s& tim gip dra em cung me khac cha, nhung bat 1ién lac v6i nguoi cha Ay
thi khong bao gio ! "

X3 hoi Viét Nam qua tic phim ctia Kim Lefévre

Co6 nguoi tung dat cau hoi : " Cai xa hoi ma Kim Lefévre mé ta c6 dang sy that khong ? .

T6i nghi rang khi viét, Kim Lefévre da chan thanh va c6 ging to ra khach quan song c6 thé Kim
con bi gidi han vi hai diém :

- " (G14o dyc " gia dinh.

- Mac cam lam con lai.

Cai xd hoi ma Kim Lefévre mo ta c6 rat nhiéu ngudi 1y Phap va rat nhiéu nguoi lai, cau Albert,
anh Yves, bon ngudi ¢6 ho lai, cting me nhung khéc cha...Chinh me Kim khong phai chi " xay chan "
c6 mdt 1an voi cha Kim ma sau d6 con sinh thém mot dra con trai voi mot ngudi quin nhan Phap
khac. Va ciling chinh me Kim d3 timg mo uéc Kim dugc mdt nguoi Phap dé mit téi du khi Ay Kim chi
mdi ¢ hon 10 tudi. Ly T4y tuy chua han 13 mot chuyén binh thudng nhung ciing 1a chuyén thuong xay
ra trong gia dinh va chung quanh Kim. Déi véi ngoai qubc ngudi Viét thudng to ra rit cdi mo, riéng
vé van dé hon nhan di ching thi ngudi Viét thoi xua lai rat ky thi, dac biét véi ngudi Phap sy ky thi
con déo thém mdc cam cua nguodi dan bi d6 ho. Nhing cudce ph01 hO’p dua trén t1nh yéu nhu truong
hop me Kim rat hiém, phan dong chi 1a chuyén bj cudng €p, va néu co " tur nguyén " thi cting dya trén
cin ban 1y tai, cho nén nhitng nguoi 1ay ngoai qubc thudng bi khinh bi, con nha " nén nép " dén budc
duong cung ciing khong chiu 1am " me tay ". Gia dinh Kim, cai " nén nép " di tré nén long 1éo, do d6
c6 nhiéu diéu Kim khong hiéu hozc hiéu 1am, ti nhu chuyén bop c6 con gai khi mdi dé ra, Kim nhic di
nhac lai miy lan trong ca hai cudn sach. Toi chi nghe ngudi Tau giét con gai, chua ting nghe nguoi



Viét bop co con gai bao gid, co6 nghéo thi ciing chi dén ban con 1a cung. Cai xa hoi Viét Nam xua tuy
c6 trong nam khinh nir that nhung chua di dén chd bop cb con gai.

Cai xd hoi Viét Nam ay ciing rat gia doi, nglﬁ mot dang lélm mot néo, dac biét trong quan hé nam
nit. NgU:O’i con gai mudn duogc kinh né thi _phai " treo gia ngoc ", Kim la con lai cang phai " gin vang
git ngoc " gip boi dé xo0a bo thanh kién rang con lai thudc loai de dang. Cho nen Kim cuong quyét né
tranh anh chang phi cong tai hoa khi nhan ra 1ong minh " duong da xi€u xiéu ". Co6 1€ me Kim da di€u
dung vi trét nhe da cho nén nhdi nhét vao dau Kim " 1am than con gai chir trinh lam dau " ngay tir khi
Kim con be, va Kim da ghi 1ong tac da ma chang hiéu gi, dén ndi 1an dau tiép nhan mot ludng mat dua
tinh, c6 be s¢ hai bat khoc vi twong minh da mat trinh !

Cai xa hoi Viét Nam 4y da ky thi lai bat cong, trat 1én dau nhirng nguoi lai, nhitng dura tre vo toi,
tat ca hin thi cua mot nude b1 d6 ho. " O Viét Nam toi chua hé thiy ai 1én tiéng bénh vuc cho nhitng
dtra con lai nhu t61 bao gio ".

Pau la su thuc ?

Viét xong M¢étisse blanche Kim da giai toa dugc mdi hin va nhirng mac cam vé Viét Nam, song
tan ddy long Kim van an nau mot co bé di bi Viét Nam nguoc dai, Kim khong tai nao quén dugc.

Thué nhé Kim qué c6 mot doi sdng cay cuc, nhung noi rang " Viét Nam khong yéu va sé khong
bao gio chap nhan " Kim thi c6 phan oan cho Viét Nam. Ngay thoi 4y Kim ciing van ¢6 nhitng ngudi
thanh that yéu Kim : me, ba Tu, ba Pho, 1ii ban ¢ nha qué da tirng mo1 moc Kim vé nha...thé khong 1a "
chdp nhan " thi 13 gi ? Di nhién ngudi ta khong thé quén di duoc su khac biét ciia Kim ranh ranh in
trén nét mit. Sy khac biét Ay co thé 1a mot khuyét diém (nhu Kim nghi), song ba Tu di chang giang
cho Kim hay rang n6 c6 thé tré' nén wu diém day u ? Qua nhién khi Kim vira 16n Ién ; biét bao nhiéu
ngudi da cam cai sic dep ctia Kim song vi mic cam Kim yén tri nhitng ngudi ndy chi mudn loi dung
minh. Nhu vay khong dting, cai anh chang HO di chang hét 1ong yéu va gitip d& Kim ngay tir ngdy Kim
mdi bat dau bude chan vao Pai hoc cho téi khi sang Phap ? Trudng hop niy phai néi chinh Kim da
phu Hb : tuy khong yéu nhung dé mic cho Ho sin soc minh nhu mot vi hén phu chinh thire.

Viét Nam bi d6 ho, han thu tich Iy, gédp dip phat tiét 1a trit ra, co ké gi dén phai trai hay bat cong
? Panh rang hanh dong nhu thé chang c6 gi 1a quang minh chinh dai, nhung thur hoi ¢6 dan toc nao bi
glay xé0, ap birc ma khong cam thay nhuc nha, uat han ? Ngay nhu nuée Phap ma Kim chon dé dinh cur

" ngudi Phap khong ky thi " thir hoi sau Thé chién Hai, ho di d6i xir ra sao v&i nhitng phu nit da
tung than can voi nguoi Puc ? Ho khong goi nhiing nguoi nay 1a " me Puc " nhung ho da got dau béu
riéu nhitng ngudi dan ba khdn kho ndy. Long ky thi phat sinh ra tir cugc song bap bénh nhiéu hon do sy
khac biét ching toc. Su khac biét chi giy tinh hiéu ky néu quyén loi ctia nguoi quan sat khong bi de
doa. Nudc Phap ngdy nay khong con nhu nuée Phap khi Kim mdi budc chan sang, han Kim ciing da
nhan thiy nan that nghiép ngay mot gia ting ciing véi chinh sach bai ngoai ctia Le Pen ?

Kim nhén x¢ét ¢ Viét Nam minh bi lac loai, sang Phap duoc don nhan ngay. Nhung hai truong hop
khac han nhau. Nudc Phap giang tay don tiép mot thiéu nit tré dep, c6 hoc van, co nghe ngghi¢p, tuong
lai. Viét Nam, trai lai, phai bat budc cang dang mot dira con roi cua ke thu, co thé 16n 18n no s€ hua
theo nhirng dtra con lai khac quay lai rc hiép, khinh khi nguo1 nuoi du’(rng nd. " Keé an dc, nguoi do vo

... thé Viét Nam lai nghéo kho, " dc d3 ching mang néi minh ¢ ", con déo bong coc réu sao dugc
? Kim phan nan ¢ Viét Nam khong c6 ai bénh vuc nhirng dra con lal, nhung tho1 do hg, con lai thura
quyén uy dé trc hiép ngudi Viét thi ho con can gi ai bénh vuc ? Tai sao ké bi ap ché lai phai 1én tiéng
bénh vuc cho ngudi tre hiép minh ? Truong hop nhitng nguoi lai bi khén kho nhu Kim ciing ¢6 nhung
hiém, s6 nguoi Viét bi nguoc dai nhiéu hon.

Co 1€ Kim da dat sai trong tam ctia van dé. That ra Kim chi khd khi con nho, tir khi bit dau di hoc
va " tro ma " thi Viét Nam khong " bac dii " Kim nira, trai lai nguoi ta ua chudng va quy trong Kim.



Ngay ca ngudi cha duong ciing thay doi thai do, trong Kim hon ca con riéng minh. Kim di c6 nhiéu
nguoi ban than, Kim di chang ting thé thot " sdng chét ¢6 nhau " (4 la vie, a la mort) v&i cd ban Lé
Anla gi ? Khi linh béng DPai hoc, chinh Kim da nhan xét, réng khong con ai ké ca Kim, phan biét Kim
1a con lai nira.

Kim chon ¢ lai Phap vi doi séng ¢ Paris thich hop vé1 Kim hon. Bay 1a van dé lya chon tu do ch
khong phai van dé tranh né ky thi. O Saigon, ai 1am gi moi ngudi déu biét, & Paris manh ai ndy song,
khong ai ¢ thi gio dom ngd dén ai. Long va chudng ty do ctia Kim dé thé hién ngay tir khi Kim hira
vo1 me s€ xin di day hoc ¢ tinh nha (Tuy Hoa) song lai ndp don xin day ¢ Saigon, vi tu biét & Saigon
khong bi gia dinh kiém thic. Kim bo Viét Nam, chon Phap cung mot 18 éy. Su ky thi cta Viét Nam ddi
v Kim chi ¢6 thuc khi Kim con nhé va trong ky trc Kim.

Bén nguoi con lai, bon hoan canh, bon tAm tinh. Samuel Baron chi nhdn minh d3 sinh va séng o
Pang ngoai, du dé gay 1ong tin ctia ddc gia, tuyét nhién khong bao gid da dong dén ngudi me Viét.
Samuel Baron tach hin minh ra khoi Viét Nam, goi dan Viét 1a " dan ban xr " . O thé ky 17, A chau
chim dam trong dao Nho, lai 13 thir Nho suy vi, trong vin khinh v, trong khi Au Chau hing manh, vii
khi t6i tan, rAm rd di chinh phuc cac nudc A, Phi. Viét Nam von di yéu kém vé binh bi, lai déo thém
nan Nam Bic phan tranh cang suy nhugc. Khong can phai can nhic ciing thiy ngay ai manh ai yéu.
Samuel Baron chon Tay phuong ciing d& hiéu. Pén qué cha 13 Hoa Lan ma Samuel Baron ciling tir bo
dé xin gia nhap qudc tich Anh thi con ndi gi dén qué me hén yéu ? Chi déng trach 13 mudn to 10ng sting
kinh Au chdu, Samuel Baron da khong ngin ngai bop méo su that, ké ca nhitng diéu rat dé kiém tra
khién nguoi ta dem da hoai nghi ludn ca nhirg diéu Samuel Baron viét ding su thuc. Mic dau ching
ta can dén A Description of the Kingdom of Tonqueen ching ta khong thé khong dé dit, biét rang
nhitng nhan dinh cua tic gia d6i khi 1éch lac vi thién kién.

Michel Ptrc Chaigneau séng & Viét Nam 16 nidm, sung sudng tot buc, thé ma vira dit chan dén
nuoc Phap, qua tim Michel Dure da bi chinh phyc ngay. DI nhién sy lya chon nay khong thé dua trén
an tinh : nuéc Phap chua timg nudéi Michel Dirc mot ngdy, bat qua " cau Duc " choang mit vi doi song
xa hoa, ruc r& & Phap. Co diéu khac véi Samuel Baron, Michel Pac khong vi thé ma khinh ré qué me,
chdi bo gbc Viét cia minh. Trong gia dinh, néu nguoi me bi coi ré thi tat nhién qué me cling khong
dugc trong vong. R4t 6 thé dia vi ba Benette Hué cao hon dia vi nguoi me cua Samuel Baron. Ba
Hué duoc vua Gia Long va ca dao Thién chiia ¢ dang sau hau thuin. Ngudi cha Michel Pirc, Jean
Baptiste Chaigneau, lai con nha thé toc, khac vdi cha Samuel Baron 1a nha budn, nén cach d6i dai ciia
Jean Baptiste Chaigneau véi vo c6 thé ciing khac. Cho nén di Michel Pirc chon ¢ lai Phap nhung dbi
v&i Viét Nam van con " vuong to ". Do1 khi to1 ty hoi sau khi da ném mui vi doi séng van minh c6
bao gio " cauPuc " thay tiéc cai doi sdng hil 1du noi qué me ?

Trai vo1 Samuel Baron va Michel Birc Chaigneau, Ho6 Dzénh va Kim Lefévre déu to 1ong tthO’ng
yéu Viét Nam, yéu qua nguoi me. Cudn sach dau tay cia HO Dzénh mang dong chitr " kinh dang me '
thi cubn sach dau tay ctia Kim Lefévre cling mang hang chtr " A ma mére '

Tuy khong c6 mot thoi tho 4u vang son nhu Michel Ptrc, nhung may mén hon Kim Lefevre, doi
song thud nho cua HO6 Dzénh ciing tran day hanh phuc. Gia canh dd hon ma vé nhiéu phwong dién khac
H6 ciing hon Kim : vé mau da ciing nhu vin hoa, H6 Dzénh dé hoa dong v6i ngudi Viét, it khi bi phat
giac, bi chi tro...dudng nhu chi ¢ mot 1an cau bé Ho da ham hyc khi bi thdy gido tiéu hoc nhiéc 1a "
cai ¢6 T6 Pinh " (Chan Troi Ci, tr. 144) cho nén Ho yéu thuong Viét Nam ciing 12 ty nhién.

H6 1 ngudi séng hoan toan bang tinh cam. Tinh cam gitip HO tao nén nhitng dong tho xic dong,
nhung ciing chinh tinh cam d6i khi dan dit Ho di qua da

" Toi tr tao ra dau kho dé song, dé sung suéng vi thady minh dau kho hon nguoi ". (" Chi Yén ",
Chan Troi Ci).



Doi song ndi tim tuy phong pht nhung Hd d3 mon men dén bén bo vuc thim ctia ndo bénh :

" Thuong thuong toi chi song bang mong. T61 khong bang long ai ca. Hinh nhu t6i khong bang 10ng
ca toi. Cai dau kho toi tu tao 1ay, dan dan tré' nén méanh liét. Toi phai kiém cé 1uén luén cho 10ng minh
thic mic, trong cai tin twdng quai gd 13 moi ngudi khong ai yéu toi. Do thuc 13 mdt cuc hinh cho ké
nao, nhu t6i, chiu anh huéng sy khung hoang tinh than do chinh minh giy ra, do chinh minh ham thich
". (" Long Mg ", Chan Troi1 Cii).

Tuy ciing nhay cam, nhung Kim Lefévre khong dé cho tinh cam 14n 4t 1y tri, trir nhitng luc 6n lai
quéa khtr. Khong phai thiéu phy trung nién da than trach " Viét Nam chang yéu t6i " ma chinh 1a ¢6 bé
Kim dang him huc. Sy thuc khong phai Viét Nam khong chap nhan Kim ma 1a Kim khong chip nhan
Viét Nam thi dting hon. Trong ky trc Kim chi ¢6 mdt nude Viét Nam hat hii Kim chir khong c¢6 nudce
Viét Nam quy trong Kim, yéu thuong Kim.

Ho6 Dzénh chon Viét Nam vi thuong x6t, Kim Lefévre chon Phap vi tu do. Van dé dit ra trong
Métisse blanche khong phai chi ¢6 mot ma 13 hai ; con lai va tu do. Nhan dé " Puaa con gai lai bach
chung " danh lac hudng nguoi doc, song lai hap dan hon mot nhan dé loai " Tdi chon tu do "

Viét xong Métisse blanche mdi hin thu Viét Nam coi nhu giai toa. Kim da tré vé thaim gia dinh va
Viét Nam. Kim con dich Tudng Vé Huu ciia Nguyén Huy Thiép va ky tén vao danh sach nhitng nguoi
doi tra lai tw do cho Duong Thu Huong. Qua nhién Kim Lefévre van quan tim dén qué me.

Chatenay Malabry, thang hai, 1992

(Thé Ky 21, s6 33, 34 va 36, 1992)

Chu thich

1. Theo Nguyén Triéu Luat (Bbn con yéu va hai ong Do, tr. 155) thi phti chia Trinh & trudc nha
Béo ¢6 Saint Antoine, phd hang Bot ; phu dé ctia Thé tir & chd nha Té sinh, quay vé tiy nam, nhin sang
phu Chaa.

Hai Thuong Lan Ong ciing n6i phtt Chiia nim & bén trong thanh (tr. 32, 146).

2. Quan Chi (Trung Bic Chu Nhat, s6 13, 26/5/1940, tr. 22-24) cho biét hdi dau thé ky 20 co
Thién Minh Tién nghién ctru y hoc 1ay thuéc Nam thay dan thudc Béc, da chita mot dira bé ngd gy
xuwong bang 14 voi xwong ga tan nho, nira thang thi khoi.
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