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G161 thi¢u nd1 dung:

1 trong 100 cudn sach hay nhét tir 1923 do tap chi Time binh chon

Margaret Simon, co sép tron muoi hai, thich toc dai, c4 nglr, mii mua, va nhirng thir mau hong.
Co mo1 tr New York chuyén dén Farbrook, New Jersey. Co dang lo ling 1am sao hoa nhdp duogc véi
dam ban mo1 gom Nancy, Gretchen, va Janie. Thé nén khi may c6 nhoc 1ap mot cau lac bo bi mat dé
tan vé nhitng diéu riéng tu nhu bon con trai, ao 16t, va ky kinh dau tién, Margaret da hao hirng nhap
hoi.

Vay nhung, khong ai biét rang Margaret c6 mot méi quan hé dic biét khac, voi Chua, theo cach
cua riéng c¢6. V&1 Chia, cd6 méi co thé tho 10 hét, moi chuyén, vé gia dinh, ban be, vé ca hot boy Philip
Leroy.

Margaret vira hai hudce, thuc té, lai vira ngot ngao, d& thwong. Khi doc “Chua c6 d6 khong? La
con, Margaret”, ban s¢€ hiéu tai sao cudn sach 1a mon an tinh than wa thich cua hang tri¢u doc gia, va
subt vai thap ky qua da tro thinh mot tac pham kinh dién khong thé bé qua danh cho tuéi mdi 1on. Noi
chuyén v6i Chutia 1a cach ma Margaret tro chuyén voi chinh ban mot céch trong tréo nhét!



G161 thi¢u tac gia:

Judy Blume sinh ngay 12/02/1938, thué nho song & thanh phd Elizabeth, bang New Jersey (My),
c6 thoi quen sang tac truyén trong tam tri. Khi trudng thanh, ba chuyén di séng & rat nhiéu noi khac
nhau, va chi dén nay moi viét nhirng cau chuyén d6 18n gidy. 33 cudn sach cua ba dugc dich ra hon 31
thtr tiéng, va gianh dugc hon 90 giai thudng, nhung khéng c6 giai ndo quy gid hon sy 4i md ma cac
doc giai danh cho ba.

Judy hién dang séng cling chong tai Bd Pong ciia M.



Nhiing 101 khen tang danh cho tac pham:

“Bang sy nhay cam va khi€u hai hudc cua minh, Judy Blume da ‘bat séng’ dugc niém vui, noi
s¢ cling nhu cam giac ban khoan dang bao phu lay mot co6 gai tuéi méi 1on.”

— PUBLISHERS WEEKLY

“Chita c6 d6 khéng? La con, Margaret diy nhitng doan hoi thoai di dom va nghiém tic mot
cach thuc t€, mang lai nhitng cam giac vo cung that.”

— SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL

“Van phong sinh dong, ndi dung tu nhi€n, va moi van dé déu dugc giai quyét vira hai hudc vira
day cam thong.”

— THE BULLETIN OF THE CENTER FOR CHILDREN’S BOOKS
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Kinh tang Me



Chiia ¢6 d6 khéng? La con, Margaret. Hom nay, gia dinh con chuyén nha. Con so' ldm
Chua a. Trudc day, con chuwa song o noi nao khac ca. Nho con ghét triwong maoi thi sao? Nho
moi nguoi o do khong wa con?

Giiip con véi Chiia oi. Xin ditng dé New Jersey qud khing khiép. Ta on Chiia.

Hom thtr Ba trude 1& Lao dong My, ching t61 chuyén nha. Hom d6 tinh day thdy me ngiri nach 1a
toi biét ngay thoi tiét thé nao. Luc troi ndng 4m, me hay lam thé xem lan khtr mui c6 tac dung khong.
T6i thi chwa dung 1an khir mui. Chic phai mudi hai tudi tré 18n ngudi ta moi ¢6 mui hoi, thé thi toi
con vai thang nira.

T chd cim trai vé, toi rat sung sbt khi biét can hd & New York di bi nguo1 khac thué mat, va
chung toi da mua mdt cai nha khac & Farbrook, New Jersey. Thir nhat, to1 chua hé nghe dén Farbrook.
Thtr hai, t61 it khi bi gat ra ngoai nhirng chuyén dai sy gia dinh.

Nhung luc t6i gao 1én “Sao lai chuyén dén New Jersey?” thi moi nguoi giai thich “Long Island
chon ron qua, Westchester thi khong du tién, con Connecticut lai bat tién.”

Thé 14 con mdi Farbrook, New Jersey, 0 day bd ¢6 the di di vé vé tir chd 1am ¢ Manhattan, toi
vao hoc trudng cong, con me co cay cbi va hoa c6 ma me van hang mo udc. Chi c6 diéu toi khong biét
nhitng thir 46 1a quan trong bac nhit v&i me.

Nha méi nim trén con dudng nho ¢6 tén Con chim S6m mai. Ngoi nha khong dén ndi nao, nira
bang gach, ntra bang g0, ctra chdp va ctra chinh déu son mau den. Ngoai ra con c6 cai vong go cura
bang dong thau trong dep 1am. Nha cira & ddy tréng déu na nd nhu nhau, déu bay tudi, ké ca hang cay.

T6i nghi ching t6i chuyén nha 1a vi ba ndi Sylvia Simon. That su khong thé ¢6 1y do nao khac!
Nhat 14 khi me bao ba anh huong dén toi qua nhiéu. Ca nha déu biét ba cho t6i du trai hé & New
Hampshire va thich duoc tra tién hoc phi ¢ trudng tu cho tdi (nhung gior thi ba khong duoc 1am thé
nita vi t6i s& hoc trudng cong). Ba con dan mot cai 4o len chui co c6 théu dong chit DANH RIENG
CHO CHAU... BA NOI LAM.

Ba 1am thé khong phai vi nha to1 ngheo. To1 biét nha toi khong ngheo tit nhién cung khong giau
nhung chic chan 13 di song. Nhat 1a khi bd me chi ¢o minh t0i, cai n cai mic chang t6n may. Toi biét
c6 nha nhitng bay nguoi con, mdi 1an di mua gidy 1a ton mot khoan kha kha. B me t6i ciing dinh c6
thém dira nita, nhung khong phai ctr mudn 1a dugc. Vai t6i, thé lai tot, d& phai chanh choe véi ai.

Du sao, t61 cling biét vu chuyén nha t61 New Jersey 1a cach dé bd me tach t6i khoi ba ndi. Ba
khong co xe riéng, lai ghét di xe buyt va thay tau hda nao ciling ban. Thé nén trur khi ba di bd (ma cha



18 1ai thé) con khong thi toi s& rat it khi duoc gip ba. Gid chic s& c6 dira nghi gip ba noi thi co gi vui.
Nhung ¢ tu6i d6 ma ba Sylvia Simon vui tinh lam. T6i v6 tinh biét ba da sau muoi tudi roéi. Co didu
ba clr hay hoi xem t6i dd c6 ban trai chua, anh ta c6 phai 14 nguoi Do Thai khong. Piéu dy that buon
cuoi vi mot 1a t61 chua c6 ban trai. Con hai 1a Do Thai hay khong thi anh hudng gi chir?



Chiing t0i vé nha chua day tiéng dong hd thi chudng cira reo. Toi chay ra md ctra thi thdy mot

nhé mac bd do boi.

“Xin chao,” nhd noi. “T¢ tén 1a Nancy Wheeler. Cong ty dia 6¢ guri thong bdo vé nha cau, nén to

biét cau tén 1a Margaret, hoc 16p Sau, bé’mg t9.”

T61 dang thac mac xem nhd d6 con biét gi nira.
“Nong qua nhi!” nho noéi tiép.

“U,” t6i dong y. Nho cao hon toi, mai toc bong bénh, dung kiéu ma t6i thich. Nhung mii thi lai

héch qua dén no61 nhin dugc ca 16 mili.

Nancy durng tyra vao canh cura. “A, cau ¢6 muodn sang nha t¢ choi voi nude khong?”

“T& khong biét. Phai xin phép da.”

“OK, to doi.”
, T6i thiy me dang chui nira ngudi vao ngin ti bat dudi cung. Me dang sip xép xoong ndi trong
ay.

“Me o1. C6 ban ru con sang choi voi nudc. Pugc khong ha me?”

“U di di, néu con thich.”

“Con phai mic dd boi,” t6i noi.

“Oi troi, Margaret! Me khong tim dugc d6 boi ctia con trong déng hd 16n nay dau.”

T6i trd lai ctra trude, bao vai Nancy, “Té khong tim duoc dd boi dau.”

“T¢ cho cau muron mét bd cling dugc,” nhd noi.

“Do1 da,” to61 vira ndi vura chay vao bép. “Me o1, cau y bdo s¢ cho con muon dd boi. Puoc
khong a?”

“DPugc,” me 1am bam tir bén trong ti bat. Sau do, me chui ra, gat toc khéi mat ro1 néi, “Con bao

cau dy tén 1a gi nhi?”

“A... Wheeler. Nancy Wheeler a.”

“OK, choi1 vui vé nhé,” me bao.



Nha Nancy cach nha t6i sau cin, van trén dudng Con chim S6m mai. Trong hao hao nha t6i co
diéu tuong nha Nancy son trang, con ctra chinh va ctra chdp mau do.

“Vao di,” Nancy bao.

T6i theo nhd vao phong khach, roi qua boén bac cau thang dén phong ngn. Thir dau tién dap vao
mat to1 la can phong cta Nancy c6 chiéc ban phan ké dudi tam guong hinh trai tim. Va moi thir déu rat
gon gang,

Tir tam bé t6i van ao udc co6 duge mot chiéc ban phan nhu thé. Loai ¢6 vai phi min mang hin
hoi. Nhung t61 chura bao gio s¢ hiru mot cai nao cd, vi me chi thich nhirng thir may va thoi.

M¢& ngan kéo dudi cung cua cai ban phan, Nancy héi: “Sinh nhat cau khi nao?”
“Thang Ba,” t01 noi.

“Tuyét! Bon minh s& hoc cung 16p. Khdi Sau cé ba 1dp va trudong xép 16p theo ngdy sinh. Té
sinh thang Tu.”

“U, t6 chang biét minh hoc 16p ndo nhung chic 12 & phong mudi tim. Tuan trude t& phai dién
bao nhi€u giay to va s6 phong ay c6 day trén do.”

“T¢ da bao 1a bon minh hoc cung 16p ma. T cling hoc phong murdi tam day.” Nancy dua cho
to1 mot bd do boi1 mau vang. “Sach day,” nho noi. “Mac xong cai la me t& giat luén.”

“Cam on nhé,” toi cam bo do boi, ndi. “Té thay quin 4o ¢ dau nhi?”
Nancy nhin quanh phong. “Thay & day thi sao?”

“Khong sao,” toi ndi. “Néu cau OK thi t& ciing OK.”

“Vi sao t¢ lai khong OK?”

“To khong biét.” Toi 16ng bo do boi tir dudi 1én. Nhin la biét ngay thé nao cting rong. Cai cach
Nancy ngdi trén giwong, nhin to1 thay quan 40 1am toi son hét da ga. Toi cb giit cai 4o phdng trén
ngudi cang 1au cang tot. Toi khong mudn dé nho biét toi chua 16n ti ndo. D6 1a chuyén riéng tur.

“0, cau van phang li nay.” Nancy cuoi.
“Khong han thé,” t61 noi, ¢6 to vé thoai mai. “T¢ xwong nho, thé thoi.”

“T& 16n 161 day,” Nancy vira ndi vira udn nguc. “Vai nam nira trong t& s€ giong hét may co trén
tap chi Playboy.”

O, toi chang tin, nhung ciing khong ndi gi. BS t6i hay mua Playboy va to1 da thdy miy co ndy &
trang gitra. Nancy con 1au méi duoc nhu thé. Nho ciing cha hon t6i may.

“T¢ chinh day 4o cho cdu nhé?” Nancy bao.
‘GU 29



“Té ctr twong & New York t6i thi cau phai 16n 1dm r6i co. Con gai thanh phd 16n nhanh hon
nhiéu. Ma cau da hon con trai bao gio chua?”

“Y cu 1a hon that 4? Hon moi 4?” t6i héi lai.
“U,” Nancy hap tap tra 10i. “Cau hon chua?”
“That ra la chua,” t01 that tha noi.

Nancy thé phao mot cai. “Té cling chua.”

Nancy 1am t6i sudng phat dién. Trude khi nho tra 101, toi cam thdy minh nhu mot dira bé chua
phat trién.

“Nhung ma t¢ tap suot,” Nancy noi.

“Tap gi co?” to1 hoi.

“Tap hon Ay! Bon minh dang néi chuyén day con gi. Tap hén!”

“Cau tap kiéu gi?” t6i hoi.

“Nhin nay.” Nancy tim lay cai gbi trén giwdng ma 6m. R6i nhd hon cai gbi rd 1 1au. Hon xong
nho lai vt bich n6 tré lai givong. “Quan trong 1a phai thir, dé dén 1ic can thi cdu da san sang. Ngay
nao do té s€ hon rat cur. Nay, c¢o thich xem cai nay nira khong?”

To1 thi ding ha hoc mom. Nancy ng61 xudng bén ban phan, mé ngan kéo. “Nhin nay,” nho noi.

T6i nhin vao trong. V6 thién lung chai lo, tuyp cac thi. Trong ngin kéo d6 con co nhiéu my
pham hon tat cd d6 cua me to1 gop lai. To1 hoi: “Cau lam gi v61 nhitng thir nay?”

“Pay 1a mdt cude thir nghiém khac cua td. B¢ biét 1am thé nao thi trong t¢ xinh nhat. Bé dén luc
can la t& san sang.” Nho md mot thoi son ro1 t6 moi1 hong ruc. “Cau thady dugc khong?”

“0... T6 ciing khong biét. Hoi hong qua thi phai, nhi?”

Nancy ngam nghia minh trong chiéc guong hinh trai tim. Nho bam méi: “U,, ¢6 khi thé.” Nho lay
mot to gidy lua lau hét vét son. “Nhung t& ma ra duong nhu thé nay th1 me t& danh chét. To chi cau
cho nhanh 1én 16p Tam. Chirng d6 thi ngay nao t& ciing c6 thé danh son.”

Sau do, nho rat ra mot chiéc lugce ro1 bat dau chai mai toc nau dai. Nho ché ngoi gitra, doan cdp
lai dang sau. “Cau luc nao ciing budc tdéc nhu thé a?”” nho hoi toi.

To1 bat giac so tay 1én gdy, cham vao may cai kep ghim ma t61 dung dé kep nguoc toc 1én cho
cO do ra mo6 hoi. To1 biét trong minh budn cuoi lam. “Té dang nuodi toc dai,” to1 nodi. “Bay gio duoc
lung Itg r61. Me t& bao nén cdp ca & cho tai nita. Tai t& hoi vénh ra ngoai.”

“T¢ thay ro1,” Nancy noi.

To1 c6 cam giac Nancy biét moi chuyén!



“Pi duoc chua?” nhé hoi.
“Pi thoi.”

Nho mé ti dung d6 taim & hanh lang, dua cho t6i mot cai khidn mau tim. Toi di theo nhé xudng
tang dudi. Vao trong bép, nho md tu lanh 1ay hai qua dao, nhé mot qua, t61 mot qua. “Gap me t& nhé!”
nho noi.

“OK,” to1 vira nd1 vira can mot miéng dao.

“Me t& ba tdm tu61 ro1 nhung hay no1 voi t& 1a méi hai 1am thoi. Buén cuoi khong co chia!”
Nancy cudi am ca 1én.

Me Nancy dang ng01 quy trén hién nha, trong long dat mot cudn sach. Toi khong nhin dugc nhan
dé cudn sach. Da ¢ ram nang va ¢6 cai miii hét nhu Nancy.

“Me, cau ndy 1a Margaret Simon, mdi chuyén dén cubi phd nha minh.”
C6 Wheeler bo kinh ra, mim cuo1 chao to1.

“Chau chao c06,” to1 no1.

“Chao chau, Margaret. Gap chau vui 1dm! Hi trudc chau & New York a?”
“Vanga.”

“Phia Dong hay phia Tay?”

“Chau & phia Tay, s6 sau muoi bay. Gan trung tim Lincoln a.”

“Thich nhi. B6 chau van 1am ¢ day a?”

“Vang.”

“B6 chau 1am gi?”

“B6 chau 1am bao hiém a,” t6i noi nhu cai may.

“Tot qua! Chau vé bao véi me 1a ¢6 rat muon dugce gip me nhé. O day cac cd c6 doi bowling
cua pho Con chim Sém mai hop vao thir Hai, ¢6 hdi choi bai vao chiéu thir Nam hang tuan, va...”

“O ¢6 18 me chau khong biét choi bowling dau, va ciing chua chic da thich choi bai. Hau nhu
sudt ngay me chau chi v€ thoi,” to1 giai thich.

“Me chau vé a?” c6 Wheeler hoi lai.
“Véng_”
“O1 hay nhi! Thé me¢ chau v€ cai gi?”

“Chu yéu la hoa qua va rau co6 a. Thinh thoang c6 ca hoa ntra.”



Co6 Wheeler cuoi 1on. “Oi y chau 1a tranh ha! C6 ctr tudng me chau son tuong. Bao vdi me 1a
dau ndm nay nha cd6 dang mudn tim nguoi di chung xe. Néu me chdu di cung thi vui qua... nhat 1a di
dén truong Chua nhat. Pay luc nao cling 1a van dé 16n nhat.”

“Chau khong hoc & truong Chua nhat a.”

“Cau khong phai hoc 47”

“Khong.”

“Swéng thé!” Nancy hét tuéng 1én.

“Nancy, thoi di nao!” c6 Wheeler bao.

“Me o1i... Margaret dén choi voi nudc voi con, chir c6 phai dé me hoi cung dau.”
“Dugc rodi. Néu thiy Evan thi bao nd vao day néi chuyén véi me.”

Nancy kéo t61 ra ngoai, roi noi: “Xin 16i nhé, me t& hoi 1am chuyén.”

“Co gi dau,” t6i tra 10i. “Thé Evan 12 ai?”

“Anh t¢ y ma. Tom lam!”
“Tém thé nio?” t6i hoi lai.

“Bé1 vi anh 2y muroi bon tudi. Bon con trai muoi bon tudi dira nao cling tdm hét. Sudt ngay chi
chui miii vao anh may c¢6 nang khoa than vé1 may quyén sach cam!”

Nancy c6 vé tirng trai. Toi thi chang biét cau trai nao mudi bon tuodi ca, nén tin sai ¢6 101 Nancy.

Nancy m¢& van bén ngoai va chinh sao cho nudc tir voi ban ra nheé nhe. “Tién theo chi huy nao!”
nhd ho to ro1 lao vao nude. To1 doan chi huy chinh 1a Nancy.

Nancy chay xuyén qua cac tia nudc. Toi chay theo. Nancy bat dau 16n nhao. Toi ¢d bat chudce
nhung khong dugc. Nho nhay phoc tirng doan mot. T61 nhdy theo. Nho ding thing do dudi vom nude.
To1 cling dung theo. Ping luc day voi nude phun hét ¢&. Nguoi chung t61, ké ca toc tai déu udt nhep.

“E, Evan thoi!” Nancy hét 1én. “D0 thoi!” Noi ro1 nhd chay tudt vao nha, bo lai té1 vt hat diora
con trai la hoac.

“Ai day nhi?”” Evan hoi.

“Em la Margaret, m6i chuyén dén cudi phd.”

“Vay a, day 1a Moose.” Evan noi, chi vao dira bén canh.
T6i gat dau.

“Nay,” Moose bdo. “Néu em md1 dén, thir hoi bd em xem ¢ can anh cat cé6 vuon khong nhé.
Nam d6 mot tuan, tinh ca tia cdy. Ma em vura bao em ho gi nhi?”



“Em chura bao. Nhung em ho Simon.” Tdi ctr nghi dén nhitng gi Nancy vira ndi - rang miy anh
nay chi chui dau vao sach cam va hinh con gai khoa than. Téi quan chat cai khan bong quanh nguoi,
phong khi bon nay nhin trdém t61 mic do boi.

“Evan! Vao day ngay!” Co6 Wheeler tur trén he goi véi ra.

“Vang... Con vao day,” Evan cau nhau.

Khi Evan vao trong nha r6i, Moose bao, “Nhd no1 vo1 bo em day. Moose Freed. Tén anh c6
trong danh ba di¢n thoai ay.”

“Vang, em nhé ro1,” t6i hira.
Moose gam mdt nhanh co. Sau do, ctra sau mo toang, Nancy lao ra, mét do ngéu, mui khut khit.
“Nay, Nancy cung! Em khong biét duia 42” Moose hoi.

“Cam mom, d6 con cau!” Nancy gao lén. Doan, nho quay sang toi. “Xin 16i nhé, ngay dau tién
sang ddy ma da phai xem bon ndy lam tro réi. Bi, t& dua cau ve.”

Nancy g6i quan 4o ctia toi thanh mot boc be bé. Nho thi van mic d6 boi uét siing. Trén dudng
di, nhé chi tirng nha nam gitra hai nha ching t61 va ké ranh rot ai song trong do.

“Cubi tuan ngdy Lao dong, nha t& s& di bién,” nho nodi. “Nén dén ngay dau tién di hoc hing goi
cho t& nhé, bon minh s& cling di bo dén trudong. TG h01 hop dén chét di duoc, khong biét gido vién moi
cua bon minh la ai. Pang 1€ 1a ¢4 Phipps nhung c6 ay di theo ong nao 4y, dén California tir thang Sau
ro1. Thé nén minh s€ ¢ gido vién mdi.”

Lic vé dén nha, toi bao Nancy chd chit dé t6i tra do boi cho nho ludn.

“Khong can tra ngay dau. Bao me cau gidt sach di ro1 tuan sau trd t& cling duoc. Bo nay cii ro1

A

ma.

T6i thiy hoi budn khi nghe thiy diéu d6, mic du ciing doan trude thé rdi. Néu 1a i, chic ciing
khong do1 nao cho mot nguoi la hoac la huo muon bd 4o boi “modi” cuia minh. Nhung it nhat thi t61
cling s€ khong n6i huych toet ra nhu the.

“A, t& bao ndy, Margaret,” Nancy noi. “Ngay dau tién dén truong nhd di giay luoi, nhung dirng
di tat nhé.”

“Sao thé?”
“Vi trong cau s€ nhu tré con ay.”
“O 2

“Con nira, t& mudn cau vao hoi kin cua td, nhung néu cau di tat thi chua chac nhitng thanh vién
khac da cho cau vao dau.”

“Héi kin gi c0?” t6i hoi.



“Bao gi0 vao hoc t¢ s€ noi.”
“OK,” t6i dong y.

“Nhé khong di tat day!”

“T& nhé r6i.”

Hom do, gia dinh t61 an t61 & hi¢u hamburger. To1 ké cho bo nghe vé Moose Freed. “Moi 1an cat
cO cong ca tia cay chi nam do théi a.”

“Khong, cam on con,” bd ndi. “Bd thich tu cit. Thé nén minh méi chuyén dén day chir. Lam
vuon cho thanh thoi dau 6c¢.” Mg t01 cuoi rang rd. That sy to61 phat ngdy voi cai vu thanh-thoi-dau-oc
cua ho. Khong hi€u sao tur nhién ho lai yéu thién nhién dén thé chir!

Sau d6 khi chuan bi di ngy, t6i budc vao cai th ma ctr tuong dang di vao phong vé sinh. Khong
biét dén bao gid méi quen dugce v6i ngdi nha modi nay? Khi da 1én giwdng han va tit dén, toi nhin thdy
nhitng cai bong trén tudng. Toi nham chit mat lai, ¢b quén di nhung cr mdt lac lai phai mé ra xem
chiing con ¢ day khong. Ctr thé t6i thirc sudt.

Chita ¢é d6 khéng? La con, Margaret. Con dang nam trong phong ngu moi, nhung trén
giwong cil. Bém o ddy yen tinh qua, khac han thanh pho Con nhin thay nhitng cdi bong o trén
twong, va nghe thay tiéng cot ket la lam. Con s lam Chiia a! Dit bé da bao la nha nao ciing
c6 tiéng dong thé, va nhitng cdi bong chi la bong cay thoi. Hy vong rang bo biét bé noi gi.
Hom nay, con gap ban moi. Cau dy tén la Nancy. Cdu ay cir twong con phai lon lam réi co.
Chdc la cdu dy that vong lam. Chiia cé nght da dén liic con can bat dau 16m khéng a? Néu
Chiia givip con viéc ddy, con sé sung sudng lam.

Cam on Nguoi.

B6 me i khong hé biét t0i van thuong ni chuyén véi Chia. Y t6i 1a néu cho ho biét, ho s& nghi
t61 1a mot dira me tin hay gi do. Vi thé, t6i gilt kin chuyén nay. Néu can, t6i con co thé néi chuyén véi
Chtia ma khong map may moi nita. Me bao Chdia 13 mot y niém dep. Chua 13 ciia tat ca moi ngudi ma.



‘Ngay hom sau, chung to1 dén cira hang ngii kim dé mua mét cai may xén co loai xin. Téi @0, sau
bira toi dau-tién-tai-nha-3-New-J ersey (co banh sandwich ga tdy mua ¢ nha hang am thuc trong ving),
bb ra vuon, dung cai may moi mua bat dau xén co. O san trude, bd 1am rat tot, nhung khi vong ra san
sau dé xén tiép, bd phai xem tii dung c6 cua may da day chua. Viéc do thi khong kho khan gi. Chu cua
hang ngil kim cling d 1am mau cho bd xem. Chi ¢ diéu 1a trude khi tho tay vao trong thi phai tit may,
nhung bd quén khudy mét.
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T6i nghe thiy tiéng bd hét, “Barbara... anh cat vao tay r6i!” Roi bd lao vao trong nha, chop lay
cai khan, quan quanh ngon tay trude khi t61 kip nhin xem no6 thé nao. Sau do, bo ngoi phich xuong san,
mat tai han di.

“Oi Chua oi!” me t6i kéu 1én khi nhin thdy mau thdm qua 16p khin day. “C6 bi roi han ra khong
anh?”’

Vira nghe thé, t6i voi lao ra ngoai tim mau tay ctia bo. Khong biét me dang néi dén mot ngon hay
ca ban tay, nhung t6i tig doc duoc 1 khi bo phan nao trén ngudi bi cat roi thi phai nhanh chong tim
lai vi béac si c6 thé ndi lai dugc. Toi nghi minh that c6 ich khi biét lo lang nhitng viéc nhu thé. Nhung
to1 khong tai nao tim dugc mot ban tay hay ngon tay nao trong vuon, va khi i tr6 vao trong nha thi
canh sat di dén. Me t6i by gid ciing ngdi trén san, 5m b vao long.

Vi khong con ai khac ¢ nha, t61 dugc dua 1én xe canh sat di cung bo me. Trén dudng té1 bénh
vién, to1 bi mat no1 chuyén va1 Chua. Toi chi noi trong dau, nén khong ai biét.

Chiia c6 do khong? La con, Margaret. Bé con vira gdp phdi mét tai nan khing khiép. Xin
Nguoi giup bo con. Bo hlen va tot lam. Mac du khong yéu Chiia nhu cach con yéu Nguoi,
nhung b6 la mot ngueoi bé tot. Va bo dang can Nguoi lam. Vi thé, xin Chiia gitip bé con binh
an. Néu Nguoi chiu givip, con sé lam moi viéc theo y Nguwoi. Ta on Chiia.

Hoa ra 1a bd t6i ‘khong bi roi cai gi ra hét, nhung cing phai khau tam miui dé ndi lién ngon tay
lai. Béc si khau cho bd toi tén 1a Potter. Sau khi chdm soc bd, 6ng ra ngoai noi chuyén véi ching toi.
Vira nhin thiy t6i, ong ndi, “Cha c6 mdt cd con gai bang tudi chau.”

T6i thdy thich khi moi ngudi tudng 1a biét tudi cua toi, roi sau d6 t6i mdi noi that tudi ciia minh!

“Chéu sdp muoi hai tudi roi,” toi tra 101.

“Gretchen cling gan muo1 hai tudi,” bac s noi.



A, héa ra bac si doan diing tudi cua toi that.

“N6 sap 1én 16p Sau truong Delano.”

“Con ciing thé day, Margaret,” me nhac t6i. Ctr nhur thé t6i quén khong bang,
“Chu s€ bao Gretchen lam quen voi chdu nhé,” chu Potter noi.

“Vang a,” toi tra 10i.

Ngay khi vira tir bénh vién vé nha, bo t61 bao me tim t€n Moose Freed trong danh ba dién thoai
dé nho cau cat ¢ vueon mo1 tuan mot lan.

Sang ngay Lao dong, t0i day rat som, dinh bung don dep lai ban hoc trong phong trudc nam hoc
md&i. Toi s& mua thém mot xap gidy, miy cai but chi, tay, cip tai liéu va ca kep gidy nita. Trudc thang
Mud1, bao gid t61 cling gon ngang. Dang lam do cong viée thi bong nhién co tleng on. Nghe nhu ai do
dang g6 ctra. T61 chua xudng voi, chd xem bd me c6 day khong. Toi rén rén xudng phong ho, thiy ctra
van dong, bén trong lai yén tinh lam, ching t6 ho con dang ng.

Tiéng gd cura lai vang 18n, t0i di Xuong lau do xét. Toi khong hé s¢ vi biét néu d6 1a ké trom hay
ké bat coc, chi can gao to mdt tiéng 1 bd s& xudng ciru ngay.

Tiéng gb vong ra tir cira trude. Khong thé 1a Nancy duoc vi nho dang di nghi. Nhung ngoai nho
ra, gia dinh t61 c6 quen biét ai khac dau.

“Ai1 day?” to1 vura ap tai vao cua vua hoi.
“Ba day, Margaret. M& ctra ra.”

T6i thao xich, md hai chiéc khoa, r6i day toang canh cira. “Ba! Oi that khong thé tin duoc. Pung
1a ba roi!”

“Ngac nhién chua!” ba cling reo 1én.
To1 chan ngon tré 1€n moi, ra hiéu la bé me t61 van con dang ngu.

Ba dang cong ngudi xudng vi cac tai dd ning triu mua ¢ trung tim thuong mai Bloomingdale.
Nhung khi budc qua ctra 61, ba lién x€p tii thanh hang trong nha doan quay sang 6m hon t6i1 that 1au.

“Oi Margaret ctia ba!” ba thot 1én, nd nu cudi chi riéng ba cé. Khi cudi nhu thé, ba 16 nguyén
ca ham rang trén. Do 1a rang gid. Ba goi no la cai cau. Néu mudn, ba c6 thé 161 ra ca bo bon cai rang
gan lién nhau. Ngay t61 con b€, ba van lam thé dé choc t61 cudi. Di nhién 1a t61 chang bao gio ké
chuyén do6 cho bo me. Khi cuoi1 ma khong c6 rang & ham trén trong ba giong nhu phu thuy vay. Con khi
coO rang, trong ba dep lam.

“Nao Margaret. Mang my cai tii ndy vao trong bép di chau.”

To1 nhac mdt cai thi 1én. “Ba o1, sao ma ning the! Cai gi trong nay thé a?”



“Banh mi xac xich, salad khoai tay, rau cai tron dau, thit bo mudi, banh mi den...”
T6i cudi pha 1én, “Nghia 14 d6 an ay a?”
“Chtr con gi nira.”

“Nhung & New Jersey ciing ¢6 d6 dn ma ba.”

“Khong phai nhirng moén nay.”

“Céd ma,” toi noi, “ké ca d6 Am thuc cao cép.”

T6i chang tranh ci v&i ba 1am gi. Lic ndo ba ciing ki khu theo quan diém ctia minh.

Sau khi ching t6i dd mang tit ca ddng tii vao trong bép, ba rira tay & bon xong bén cho hét d6
vao trong tu lanh.

Doi cho ba xong xudi, toi hoi: “Ba di gi toi day thé a?”

Ba lai cud1 nhung chang noi gi ca. Ba dang rét ca phé vao am. Mot khi ba da khong muon ndi
thi o ai khién ba hé nura 101.

Cubi cung khi d4 yén vi bén ban bép, ba mdi vo toc roi bao: “Ba di taxi.”
“Subt tir New York téi day a?”

“Khong, tir trung tam Farbrook.”

“Nhung ba di xe gi dén trung tim Farbrook thé a?”

“Tau hoa.”

“Oi ba oi... that thé a?”

“U, dung thé.”

“Nhung ba van bao 1a tau hoa ban 1am ma!”

“Ban mot ti thi sao? Ba tim 1 hét ma!”

Ca hai ching t6i déu cudi khi ba thay giay. Ba c6 mang thém mot doi dé trong tii d6 mua sam
cung vo1 d6 dan len cia minh.

“Nao, dua ba dao quanh nha mdt vong xem nao,” ba bao.

T61 dua ba di khap cac phong trur trén lau. T61 chi cho ba xem may cai t0, phong tim dudi nha,
may giat va may sdy mdi ctia me, roi ca ban ghé ngdi xem ti vi nita.

Sau khi xem hét mdt luot, ba lac dau néi: “Khong hi€u sao tu nhi€n bé me chau lai chuyén vé
nong thon thé nay.”



nhé?”

rang.

“Pay khong han 1a ndng thon, ba a,” toi chira lai. “Lam gi ¢6 con bo nao ¢ day dau.”
Yy
“Vb1 ba, thé nay 1a ndong thon roi!” Ba két luan.

Vira luc do, t6i nghe thiy tiéng nude chay trén lau. “Chic bd me chau day roi day. Chau 1én xem

“Tic 1a chau 1én bdo vGi bd me chau 1a ba dén thim a?”

“Vang, dugc khong a?”

“Tét nhién 1a dugc r0i,” ba tra 1i.

T6i chay 1én 1au, vao phong b me. B6 dang di tat con me dang danh ring trong phong tam.
“Bd me thir dodn xem ai dang & ddy nao?” tdi reo 1én véi bo.

Nhung bd chang néi gi, chi ngap dai.

“Nao, b6 c6 doan khong nao?”

“Poan gi?” bd hoi lai.

“Poan xem ai dang ¢ dudi lau ngay luc nay?”

“Mong rang khong c6 ai, chi c6 mi chung ta thdi,” bd noi.

“Sai bét!” t61 nhay nhot quanh phong.

“Margaret,” bd noi bang cai giong bo-kho-chiu-roi ddy. “Mudn néi gi thi néi han ra xem nao!”
“Ba dang ¢ day a!”

“Lam gi ¢6 chuyén ddy,” bd gat di.

“Con ndi that day, bd. Ba dang & dudi nha pha ca phé cho bd kia.”

“Barbara...” B di vao phong tim r6i tat voi nuée. Toi chay theo. MOm me toan bot kem danh

“Em chua xong, Herb,” me bao roi md voi nude trd lai.

B6 lai tat di, doan hoi: “Poan xem ai dang & day nao?”

“A1 dang ¢ day nghia 1a sao?” me hoi lai

“Me Sylvia! Me Sylvia dang & day!” Sau d6 bd bat voi nudc dé me danh rang nét.

Nhung me lai tat di, roi theo bo ra phong ngi. Toi ciing theo sau. Hay that! Toi doan han me

phai nubt hét kem danh ring vao bung roi.

“Sylvia nghia 1a sao co?” me hoi thém lan nira.



“La me anh ay!” b giai thich.

Me t0i cudi Am 1én, “Lam gi c6 chuyén déy, Herb. Lam sao ma me dén day duoc?”
BO chi vao t6i, n6i: “Hoi Margaret ay. C vé con bé biét hét.”

“Pi taxi a,” t01 bao.

Ho chang néi cau nao.

“Va tau hoa,” tdi bo sung.

Van khong ai noi gi.

“Cubi cung thi tau hoa ciing khong ban lam.”

Mudi phut sau, bd me t6i xuéng dudi nha gip ba, lic d6 ban an da gon ging va bita sang da
xong hét. That khé ma gian ba dugc, nhat 1a khi ba c6 modt nu cudi1 dé mén nhu thé. B6 me t61 chi biét
no1 “Ngac nhién chua!”. Ba that thong minh khi biét di tau va taxi t61 ngdi nha md1 nay, mot noi ma ba
chua dét chan to1 bao gio.

Sau bira sang, toi 1én lau thay quan 40. Ba di cting dé xem phong mgi cua toi.

“Rong hon phong cii cta chau nhiéu,” t6i noi.

“U, rong hon,” ba dong y. “Chau mua thém ga trai givong voi rém mdi di. Hom no, ba nhin thay
may kiéu dep 1am, soc do hong. Sau do, trai mot cai tham do nita cho dong bo, va thém mdt cai...” Pén
day, ba thd dai. “Nhung chac me chau mudn sap xép theo y minh.”

“Chic 1a thé,” t6i dong tinh.

Ba ngdi xudng givong. “Margaret chau yéu,” ba diu dang noi, “ba muon chac chan rang chiing ta
van than thiét nhu xua.”

“Tat nhién ro1 ba a!” té1 dap lai.

“Vai dam chang dang lagi,” ba tiép tuc. “Ba khong dén don chau sau gior tan hoc khong c6 nghia
la ba khong nghi dén chau hang ngay.”

“Chau biét, ba a.”
“Ba bdo nay... ba s€ goi di¢n vao luc bay rudi moi to1 nhé. Chau thay thé nao?”
“Khong can phai to1 nao ciling goi dau ba a,” to1 noi.

“Ba muén thé! Do 14 quyét dinh ctia ba ma,” ba cudi 16n. “Nhu thé chau c6 thé ké véi ba moi
chuyén ¢ day, va ba s€ 1am cho chau thao tin nhu chua hé ro1 New York. OK?”

“Vang dugc roi a.”

“Nhung Margaret nay...”



“Sao a?”

“Chéu nh¢ nhac may day. Chac 1a bo me chiu khong thich ba goi nhicu thé dau. Chi ba chu
minh biét véi nhau thdi, dugc khong?”

“Vang a. Chau thich nghe dién thoai 1dm ma.”

Sudt ngay hom a ay, chiing t61 ngdi choi trong vuon. Ba dan cho to1 mot cai a0 moi, me trong may
loai hoa mua thu con bb ngdi doc sach. Trong luc d6 thi tdi tim ning. M& dau ndm hoc véi mot lan da
ram nang that 1a thich!

Budi t61, ching t61 an do ba mang t61 va ct moi 1an cat dua chuot muoi, ba lai xuyt xoa,
“Mmm... khong gi bang do that!”

Khi troi con sang, ching toi 14i xe dwa ba vé nha ga Farbrook. Ba khong thich di bd vao budi tdi
& New York vi clr b1 &m anh 1a s€ bi cudp. Trudc khi ra khoi xe, ba hon tam biét to1 roi n6i véi bd me
t61, “Ctr yén tim. Me hra chi dén mdi thang mot 1an théi. A... c6 khi hai. Khong phai dé thim con,
Herb. Hay con, Barbara. Me phai dé mat dén Margaret ctia me... chi thé thoi!” Ba nhay mit véi toi.

Thé rdi ba voi 14y cai tai dung gidy va boc d6 len, bude di duge mot doan thi quay lai vy tay
chao chung t61 cho dén luc t61 khong nhin thay ba dau nira.



Téi thir Tu, me goi dau cho t6i. Me cudn toc thanh hai bii to trén dau. Toi dinh dé thé ma di ngo
nhung chi sau mot gid 14 nhirc hét ca dau nén t6i phai day thio ra. Sang thar Nam, to6i ddy rat sém
nhung lai c6 chit van dé vé an uéng. Me ndi ngiy dau tién di hoc ma cam thay lo lang kho chiu 1a
chuyén binh thuong. Me ké ngay xua me clng nhu vay. Luc nao me cting bao ngay xua me thé nay, thé
kia, c6t dé toi nghi rang cai gi me ciing biét.

To61 mic bo vay cot tong ké xanh duong tro-lai-trudng-hoc. Me thich t61 mdc mau xanh duong,
vi nhu thé s€ 1am n61 mau mat cua t61. T61 x6 chan tran vao doi giay lud1 mau ndu. Me thi nghi nhu thé
that ngdc.

“Margaret, con phai di bo gﬁn mot dam déy.”

“Thi sao a?”

“Thi sao, con biét 13 1an ndo khong di tt con ciing bi dau hét chan con gi.”
“Pau chan thi cling dugc chir sao!”

“Ciing duoc 1a ciing duoc thé nao? Pi tat vao!”

Pay 1a mot van dé. Néu hiéu t6i dén thé sao me khong chiu thong cam cho viéc t6i mudn di giay
ma khong di tat? Toi no1 thang véi me: “Nancy bao 1a khong ai di tat trong ngay dau tién ctia ndm hoc
16p Sau ca!”

“Margaret! Néu luc 16n ma con cir xur sy thé nay thi me chiu khong bi€t 1am gi véi con nira

dau!”

Thém mot van dé nita. Me ltc ndo ciing néi chuyén khi t6i 16n. Thang lung 1én, Margaret! Tu thé
dang thi vé sau dang méi dep dugc. Dung sita rira mat di, Margaret! Khong thi 16n 1én lai day mun.
Con voi1 t61, la mét con nhoc tuodi teen that kinh khing - mat day mun va Iic nao cling so ngudi boc
mui!

Cudi cung, me cling no1 chic to61 di hoc vui vé. Me hon ma va vo nhe vao lung t61. T61 xuat
phat, hudng dén nha Nancy.

Liac cham dugc dén phong mudi tm cua trudng cdp mot Delano, chan t6i dau dén mirc tudng
nhu khong thé chiu ndi suot mot ngay. Tai sao cac ba me luon ding trong nhirng viéc thé ndy nhi? Ma
hoa ra c6 dén mot nira s6 con gai di tat dén tan dau goi.

Lic chang tdi vao 16p, gido vién van chua c6 mit. Y t6i 1a gido vién thdt ay. Con c6 mot ban nit
ma t01 trong /a cd gido, nhung hoa ra cting chi la mdt hoc sinh trong 16p. Nho do cao 1am (thé nén t6i
twdng nho 13 co gido) véi do6i mit sac nhu mat méo. Co thé thay rd dudng vién cua cai 40 nguwe ma nho



dang mic, va nhin tir phia trudc thi biét ngay khong phai 1a c¢& nhé nhat. Nhé ngdi mdt minh, khong noi
chuyén vo1 ai hét. To1 nghi ¢ khi nhd cling m&i dén, vi nhitng ngudi khac dang tim tum lai han huyén
ve€ ky nghi he, ki€u toc md1 hoac nhirng thir nhu thé.

Bdng nhién, 16p trat tw han di khi c6 mdt ngudi dan 6ng budce vao, gat dau chao ching toi r6i
viéet Ién bang mot cai tén.

MILES J. BENEDICT JR.

Khi quay xuong 16p, thay hang giong. “Dé 1a tén t61,” thay noi, chi vao cai bang. Xong lai hang
giong thém hai 1an nira. “T61 1a gido vién mdi cua cac em.”

Nancy choc vao sudn té1 tham thi. “Cau c6 tin ndi khong?” Ca 16p xi xao va cudi nhdn nhé.

Thﬁy Benedict lai Viét 1€n bang sau cau. Khi quay xudng nhin ching toi, thay bat tay ra sau lung
va hoi lac lu gat gu. Khi thay hang giong, t61 biét thay sap noi gi do.

“Nao... 4... cic em d3 biét tén t6i. TOi s& giGi thiéu mot chat vé minh. A... t6i hai tu tudi. Toi

. tot nghiép truong Cao dang Su pham Columbia va u... day la lan dau tién toi dung lop. Bay gio

cac em da biét toi roi, toi muona... tim hiéu vé cac em. Vi vay, néu cac ema.. . chep lai r61 hoan thanh

sdu cau trén bang, toi s& a... rat vui. Cam on cac em.” Thay lai ho. Toi nghi thdy sap bi dau hong rat
nang.

Thay Benedict Jr. ty minh phat gidy cho hoc sinh. T6i doc may cau thay viét.

TENEM LA...

HAY GOIEM LA...

EM THICH...

EM GHET...

NAM HOC NAY EM...

EM NGHI GIAO VIEN NAM...

To1 gam gdm dau chiéc but chi. Hai cau dau tién qua dé. Toi viét:

Tén em 1a Margaret Ann Simon.



Hay goi em la Margaret.

Hai cau sau kho hon. Toi thich va ghét hang tri¢u thir. Nhung i khong hicu thdy mudn héi cai
gi. Ma thay ctng khong tra 101 thém bét ky cau hoi ndo nira. Thay chi ngdi sau ban giao vién, quan sat
ching t6i. Thay vat chéo chan, va gd g6 ngdn tay trén ban. Cudi cling, i viét:

Em thich toc dai, ¢4 nglr, mii mura va cac thir mau hong.

Em ghét mun, khoai tAy nuéng, ghét lic me gian va ghét nhitng ngay 1€ ton gido.
Nim hoc ndy em mudn ¢ nhiéu niém vui.

Va mudn hoc du gioi dé 1én 16p Bay.

Em nghi gido vién nam...

bay 1a cau khé nhat! Lam sao ma t61 biét dugc co chir? Moi gidao vién mdt khac. Nhung t61
chang tim dugc cdu tra 161 nao chuan nhat ca. Vi thé to1 viét:

Em nghi giao vién nam ngugc vo1 giao vién nir.

Bay' Viét thé 14 chuan nhat! D6 1a mdt cau tra 101 ngd ngan nhung toi nghi cau hoi cling ngd ngan
san roi.

Lac hai rudi, Nancy chuyén cho t6i mot mau gidy. Trong d6 viét: Hom nay sau gio tan hoc, Hpi
kin hop tai nha to - khong di tat!

T6i vé nha thay d6 trude khi t6i nha Nancy. Me dang chd toi. “Nao an tam cai gi di, roi ké hét
cho me ngay dau tién thé nao,” me giuc.

“Khong dugc,” t61 noi. “Con khong co6 thoi gian. Con phai sang nha Nancy bay gio. Con tham
gia hdi kin cua cau ay.”

“Q hay day,” me nhan xét. “Thé ké vé cb gido thoi ciling dugc. Co gido con thé nao?”
“La thay chi,” t6i ndi. “Thay ay tén 1a Benedict va day 1a 1an dau tién thay ding 16p.”
“Oi Chua! Gido vién méi ra truong a. Thé c6 chan khong co chi?”

“Thay ay khong dén noi nao dau a,” to6i noi vo1 me. “Con nghi thay tot 1am a.”



“Pé xem con hoc hanh thé nao,” me két luan.

T6i thay quan sodc 40 phong roi di b dén nha Nancy.



Céc thanh vién khac d3 c6 mit ddy du. Janie Loomis, Gretchen Potter va Nancy. Chi c6 thé.
Chiing t6i ngdi thanh vong tron trén hé nha, in banh va udng nudc ngot Nancy mang ra. Thiy Gretchen
tu nhién an lién mot lac sau cai banh Oreo, Nancy héi ré‘mg sau mua h¢ nho da tang bao nhi€u can.
Gretchen bo lai bon cai r6i ndi “Khong nhiéu 1am”.

“Céac cau c6 thy luc Laura Danker di vao sang nay khong?”” Nancy hoi.
“Nho do6 1a ai co?” t6i hoi lai.

Tat ca déu cuoi khiac khich. Nancy néi voi t61, ra vé mdt ba me. “Margaret than mén... cau
khong thé bo qua Laura Danker dugc. Con nho toc vang to dung véi mot thir cling to dung ma cau biét
la cdi gi ro1 day!”

“Oi t¢ cha ¥ nhd d6 ngay tir daw,” t6i ndi. “Nho xinh that.”

“Xinh!” Nancy khit miii. “Tét hon hét 12 tranh xa nho d6 ra. Nho d6 ndi tiéng 1 xdu xa do.”
“Nghia 1a sao co?” t61 ngo ngac.

“Anh t¢ n6i nhé d6 tham thut v6i han va Moose do.”

“Va,” Janie thém vao, “nhé mic 4o 16t tir 16p Bbn va t& ¢4 1a nho c6 16i.”

“Cau co6 chua, Margaret?” Nancy quay sang hoi toi.

“Co gi co?”

“Kinh nguyét ay,” Nancy néi, nhu thé dang 18 1a t6i phai hiéu méi ding.

“Oi chua, chua c6. Thé ciu c6 chua?”

Nancy nudt mot ngum nude ngot, lic dau néi: “Chang té chua ai c6 ca.”

Nghe thé toi mirng 1am. Gia sir ching n6 c6 hét roi ma toi chura co thi qué chét di duoc.
Gretchen chép miéng, phu hét vun banh khoi dui va néi, “Thoi vao viéc di.”

“Dong y,” Nancy n6i. “Pau tién nhém minh phai ¢6 mot cai tén dep trong nam moi da. Moi
nguoi cung nghi tén cho nhom di nhé.”

Khoéng khi im ling. Moi nguoi déu nghi ngoi. Toi cling v nhu dang ngdm nghi. Toi con chang
bi€t ti gi v€ nhom thi 1am sao dit tén cho n6 dugc?



Gretchen ggi ¥ tén KTKS c6 nghi 1a Ku-te Khoi Sau. Janie cho ring tén d6 nghe that ngd ngan.

Thé 1a Gretchen bao néu Janie thong minh thi dt tén di. Janie dé nghi tén MIB CCG nghiia 1a Cac Co
Gai cua Miles J. Benedict. Nancy bao Janie da quén chitr Jr & cuoi tén cua thay Benedict. Janie tuc
qua nén bo vao phong vé sinh.

ngoc.

“Van & trong chii dé chinh,” Nancy noi, “céc cu thay thay Mile J. thé nao?”
“Rét dep trai!” Gretchen cuoi ruc rich.

“Ua... nhung ma gdy gio xwong,” Nancy nhin xét.

Cudi cung, t0i cling nghf ra cai gi d6 dé ndi. “Khong biét thay 1ay vo chua nhi?”
Janie quay lai. “Té doan 1a chua. Trong thay ay khong gidng nguoi da cé vo.”
“Thé nao ciing dugc, cic cdu cod thay cach thiy 4y nhin Laura khong?” Nancy hoi.
“Khong! Thé a?” Gretchen tron miat.

“Puong nhién! Bon con trai khong thé roi mat khoi nhd d6,” Nancy khang dinh.
“Nhung ¢ phai nho ¢6 tinh 1am ra vé nhu thé khong?” t6i hoi.

Ca ba déu pha 1én cuoi rdi Nancy noi, “Oi Margaret!” Nancy rat gioi lam toi thdy minh nhu con

Sau do, chung to61 ban vé cac cau hoi cua thay Benedict va Gretchen no1 rang nho da viét gido

vién nam thi rat nghiém khéc - bdi vi néu thay nghi chung t6i sg, thay s& t6 ra dé chiu va hién lanh hon.

T6i thiy Gretchen 1am véy that thong minh va thay tiéc 12 minh da khong viét nhu thé.

“Muc dich cua tat ca cac cau hoi d6 chi 1 kiém tra xem tui minh c6 binh thuong khong thoi,”

Janie noi.

T6i khong biét diéu d6. Bay gio thi qua mudn roi. “C6 binh thudng hay khong 1am sao thay biét

duoc?” t01 hoi.

“Deé ot,” Nancy noi. “Tu cac cau tra 101 cua cau. Vi du néu cdu noi, to1 ghét bd me v6i anh trai,

thé 1a bat binh thudng roi. Hiéu chwa?”

Gio thi t6i da hiéu.

Nancy bat ngon tay tanh tach. “T¢é c6 mot cai tén tuyét voi cho nhom minh day,” nhd noi.
“Tén gi?” Gretchen hoi.

“Noi di,” Janie giuc.

“Bon minh s€ 1a B Tt STTN.”

“Nghia 1a gi?” Janie hoi.
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Nancy hit toc ra sau, cudi mim. “Sdc-tién-thiéu-nién
“E, hay day,” Gretchen tan thudng,
“T& thich tén nay,” Janie kéu tudng 1én.

Chiing t6i bo phiéu kin dé thong qua tén nhom va tat nhién 1a cai tén dy dugc thong qua. Sau do,
Nancy cho rang moi nguoi nén c6 mot cai tén sdéc bi mat ching han nhu Alexandra, Veronica,
Kimberly hay Marvis. Nancy chon tén Alexandra, con t61 la Marvis.

Nancy nhic ching t6i khong duoc dé ai ¢ trudng biét chuyén vé nhém va ¢ nhirng cude hop kin
nhu thé nay ching t61 chi dung bi danh d€ goi nhau. Chung t61 cung tién hanh 1€ tuyén thé long trong
sau do dat ra luat nhém.

Luat cua Nancy 1a ching t6i déu phai mic 4o 16t. Toi thdy ma minh d6 ruc. Khong biét nhitng
ban khac da mac chua nhi. T61 doan Janie chua mac vi khi Nancy n6i, nho cling ci mit xudng san
nha.

Luat ctia Gretchen 13 ngudi dau tién dén ky thi phai ké hét cho ca nhom biét. Pic biét 1a cam
giac khi “bi” nhu thé ndo. Ludt cua Janie 1a chung toi déu phai c6 modt quyén s6 Con trai, trong d6 tén
cua bon con trai duoc Xép theo mitc ¢ chung t6i thich bon no. Moi tudn, chung t61 phai trao ddi danh
sach do cho nhirng thanh vién khac trong nhom xem.

Sau cung, Nancy hoi luat cta to1 1a gi. To1 cha nghi ra cai gi hay nhu ctia cac nho khac nén chi
biét néi: “Bon minh nén gdp nhau vao mot ngay c¢6 dinh trong tuan.”

“Tat nhién!” Nancy noi. “Nhung ngiy ndo?”

“OK, nghi xem ngay nao tot 4y,” Gretchen néi. “Thir Ba va thir Nam thi khong duoc. Minh phai
dén truong Do Thai.”

“Oi Gretchen!” Janie kéu 1én. “Cau v6i cai trudng Do Théi 4y. Sao cau khong boé quach di cho
xong?”

“T¢ lai cha muon a,” Gretchen phan tran. “Nhung con hon mot ndm nira méi xong dugce.”
“Thé con cau, Margaret? Cau c6 hoc truong do khong?” Janie hoi toi.

“Cau héi truong Do Thai 4?7

“Ua D)

“Khong, t¢ khong hoc,” t61 tra 101.

“Margaret khong dén ca truong Chaa nhat nira. Bung khong?” Nancy hoi.

C‘Ua 29

“Cau lam thé nao thé?” Gretchen hoi.



“T¢& khong theo ton gido ndo hét,” toi giai thich.
“Cau khong 4!” Gretchen ha hbc mom.

“Thé con bd me cau?” Janie hoi.

“Ciing khong ndt,” toi dap.

“Sudng thé khong biét!” Gretchen bao.

ROi ca miy nho déu nhin t6i, chang ai ndi cau gi, va t6i cam thdy minh that ngdc nghéch. Vi thé,
to1 ¢6 giai thich: “Theé nay a... bo t& theo dao Do Thai con a... me t¢ theo dao Thién Chua va...”

Nancy ngang mit [én. “Tiép di,” nho giuc.

Pay 1a lan dau tién ho cham cha lang nghe t6i dén thé. “Ong ba ngoai t6 song ¢ Ohio, da bao
rang ho khong mudn c¢6 mot ngudi con ré theo dao Do Thai. Néu me mudn huy hoai cudc song cua
minh thi ddy 14 chuyén riéng ciia me. Do d6, 6ng ba khong bao gio coi b t6 14 con ré ca.”

“Khong dua day chi!” Gretchen thdt 1én. “Thé con gia dinh bén ndi cau?”

“Ba ndi t¢ ciing khong mudn co con dau theo Thién Chia gido, nhirng it nhat thi ba ciing chap
nhan viéc day.”

“Roi diéu gi xay ra?” Janie hoi.

“B6 me t6 bo di.”

“That lang man!” Nancy xuyt xoa.

“Va vi thé ho chang theo ton giao nio ca.”

“Ho khong hé ¢6 16i,” Gretchen nhan xét. “Néu 12 t, t& cling s¢ lam thé.”

“Nhung néu ciu khong theo ton gido nao ca, lam thé nao cau chon duoc gitra cac doan thé va
Trung tam Cong dong Do Thai?” Janie hoi.

“T& khong biét,” toi tra 10i. “Té chwa bao gior nghi dén viéc d6. C6 18 nha té chang tham gia cai
gi luén.”

“Nhung moi nguwoi déu tham gia mot hoi gi d6 chir,” Nancy noi.

“Thé thi chac 1a tiy b me t& thdi,” t6i néi, c¢d tinh két thic cha dé nay. Toi khong dinh mdi gip
lan dau da ké chuyén ctia minh cho nguoi khac nghe. “Thé a... bon minh s€ hop ngay nao nhi?”

Nancy tuyén bd rang thir Sau khong dugc vi nhd phai hoc piano. Con Janie néi nho di hoc maa
ba 1€ vao thtr Tu, thé nén t61 nd61 con lai moi ngay thir Hai va chung t61 thong nhat s€ hop vao thir Hai

hang tuan. Tuan t&1, moi nguo1 phai mang mdt quyeén s6 Con trai dén va chiing to1 s€ kiém tra 1an nhau
xem ¢6 mac ao 16t khong.

Khi cudc hop két thuc, Nancy gio tay qua dau, nham mat thim thi, “Vi B6 Ta STTN. Hura!”



“STTN mudn ndm,” chung t6i dong thanh.

Vao bira t01, t01 cO tim cach nd1 vé1 me v€ chuyén do 16t. Néu thuc sy hi€u con gai dén thé, sao
me chang bao gid hoi t61 ¢6 muoén mac 4o 16t khong.

Khi me hon chuce t61 ngt ngon, t61 da noi chuyén do. “Con muoén mac 4o 16t.” Chi c6 thé, khong
long vong.

Me bat den 1én. “Margaret... sao thé con?”

“Chi 12 con mudn thoi.” Toi tron dudi cai chin dé me khong thiy mit t6i do tng.

Me thd dai mot cai. “U’, néu con mudn thi thtr Bay t&i minh s& di shopping. Nhat tri khong?”
“Nhat tri,” toi cudi. Me khong dén ndi té nhi.

ROi me tit dén va khép ho cira phong t6i lai. Toi tho phao vi viéc kho da xong.

Chita ¢6 d6 khéng? La con, Margaret. Con vira néi véi me la con mudn mdc do 16t. Xin
Nguwoi hay lam con 16m lén. Chiia biét ma. Con muon nhw nhitng ¢é ban khdc. Chiia biét
khéng, tat cd ban méi ciia con déu tham gia cac doan thé hodc la Trung tdm Céng dong Do
Thdi. Con tham gia cdi gi bay gio a? Con khéng biét Chiia mudn con lam gi.



Ngay hém sau, thdy Benedict goi toi 1én ban thay sau gid hoc. “Nay Margaret,” thiy néi. “Thay
muon ndi chuyén vé1 em mot chit vé ban gidi thi¢u cua em. Vi du nhu, sao em lai ghét cac ngay 1€ ton
gido vay?”

T6i h6i han v6 cung vi da viét nhu thé! That 14 ngu ngde! Néu ding 1a thay dang kiém tra xem
bon t61 ¢ binh thuong khong thi chac thay nghi rang t61 khong binh thuong.

To1 cudi guong gao. “0, em chi viét thé thoi a,” t6i tra 16i. “Chlr em khong ghét that dau a.”
“Nhit dinh phai c6 1y do. Emnéi cho thay biét duoc khong. Pay 1a bi mat cua thay tro ta.”

T61 nhudng 16ng may bén phai vé phia thdy Benedict. Toi rat gioi lam viéc nay. Nhudng mot
bén 16ng may ma bén kia khong hé dong day. Toi hay lam thé nhirng luc chang biét ndi gi. Thuong thi
moi ngudi chil ¥ ngay. Co ngudi con hoi sao t6i lam dugc thé. Ho quén bién chuyén dang n6t ma chi
chl ¥ vao 16ng may cua t6i. Toi khong biét cu thé minh 1am thé nhu thé ndo. Toi chi can nghi dén 16ng
may, thé 14 n6 tu dong xéch 1én. Toi chi nhudng duoc bén phai thoi, chir bén trai thi chiu chét.

Thay Benedict nhan ra ngay diéu 4y, nhung khong hoi toi 1am nhu thé nao. Thay chi noéi, “Thay
tin chac em c6 ly do vo cung chinh dang khi ghét cac ngay 1€ ton giao.”

T6i biét thay dang cho t6i noi gi d6. Khong dé gi ma thay cho qua vu nay, vi thé t6i quyét dinh
vuot qua that nhanh. “Do6i voi em thi khong mot ngay 1€ nao dac biét ca. Em khong theo ton giao nao
hét,” t61 noi.

Thﬁy to ve hai long, nhu vira kham pha dugc mot bi mat sau kin. “Théy hiéu rdi. Thé con bd me
em thi sao?”

“B6 me em ciing thé. Khi nao 16n, néu muon em s¢€ tu chon ton gido.”
Thay Benedict khoanh tay lai, nhin t61 mot luc ro1 noi, “OK, Margaret. Em di duoc r61.”

Sau chuyén nay, mong la thay Xép to1 vao dang binh thuong. To1 song & New York muroi mot
nam rudi réi ma chua bao gio nghi dén chuyén ai d6 s& hoi vé ton gido cla ‘minh. Ngay ca t61 con
chiang bao gid dé ¥ t6i chuyén do nita 1a. Bay gid, tw nhién né lai tré thanh van dé trong dai ctia doi
to1.

Ti hom do, ba goi dién ké rang da dang ky duoc hai suat & Trung tim Lincoln cho hai ba chau.
M5i thang, hai ba chau s€ gap nhau vao mdt ngay thir Bay, an trua va di xem hoa nhac. Ba that sang
subt. Ba biét b me toi s& chang nd long nao ndi khong véi chuyén danh mot ngay thir Bay hang thang
& Trung tam Lincoln. D6 12 vin hoa ma. Va bd me nghi van hoa hét st quan trong. Thé 13 ba va t6i co
co hoi gip riéng nhau. Nhung toi ciing mirng vi Trung tim Lincoln khong bat dau chuong trinh ngay 1ap



tirc bo1i t61 khong mudn c¢6 chuyén gi xen vao ngay Ao 16t.

Chuyén dau tién cta sang thir Bay 1a Moose Freed dén don c6 cho chung t6i. BS toi gian doi
nup sau to tap chi thé thao, ngdn tay da d& nhi€u nhung van phai quan bang.

T6i ngdi tha than ngodi vuon xem Moose cat cd, cam thdy thich tha khi anh vira lam vira hat.
T6i thich ca ham ring cua anh nita. Toi dé ¥ khi anh cuoi v6i t6i. Him rang sach sé, trang 16a, mot cai
rang cira con hoi khénh ra ngoai. T6i 1am ra vé dang ban doc sach, nhung thyuc ra t6i dang ngam anh.
Moose cir huéng mit vé phia t6i 1a t6i lai cim mit vao quyén sach ngay. Néu t6i du diing cam, nhét
dinh Moose s& 1a cai tén dau tién trong quyén s6 Con trai ctia t6i, nhung Nancy s& nghi gi nhi? Nho
ghét anh 1am.

Sau bira t61, me¢ bao vdi bo 1a ching t61 s€ di mua sam. Ching t61 mdi chi c6 mot chiéc 6 t6 nén
me dang dinh mua thém cai nira, bd1 vi & Farbrook khong c6 xe buyt con taxi thi qua dat. Bo bao dé
xem da nhung t61 bi€t nha t61 s€ som cd xe mdi thoi. Bo 1ic nao cling nghe 101 me ma.

Me dua t6i dén gian hang Lord & Taylor & mdt trung tim mua sam. T6i mic vay ké xanh da troi,
di giay khong tat va dan ba mi€éng bang vao vét mun nudc ¢ chan.

Pau tién, chung t61 budc vao khu dd 16t rdi me bao véi nguo1 ban hang la mudn chon 4o 16t cho
t6i. Nguoi ban hang nhin t6i mot cai, sau d6 bao me rang ching tdi nén dén khu d6 danh cho thiéu
nién, & déy c6 40 16t ¢& rat nho. Me toi cam on ¢b ta con toi thi ngugng mudn chét! Ching t6i di thang
may xudng khu danh cho thiéu nién. O day trung bay rat nhiéu quan, ao lot dong bo. Tir trude t6i gio
to1 chi mac quan con trang va 4o con loai thudng. Thinh thoang néu di dy tiéc, t61 hay mic vay quan
16t. Me t6i dén quay, ndi voi cd ban hang la ching 61 muén tim 4o 1ot. To1 lui vé phia sau, gia nhu
khong biét gi. Chua hét, t6i con chi xudng gai mot vét mudi dot méi.

“Lai day nao chau yéu!” ngudi ban hang goi.

To1 ghét b1 goi 1a chau yéu. To61 budc ve phia quay, nhudng may phai veé phia co ta.

Tay vo1 1€n noc quay, co ta ti€p tuc, “Deé co6 do cho chiau nao.” Roi vira vong cai thude day
quanh nguoi t61, ¢d ta vira cudi vo1 me téi. “Hai tam,” ¢6 ta ndi r0 to 1am t61 chi muon cau cho mot
cai.

Sau do, c6 ta 161 mdt dong 4o 16t ra, bay trén mat quay trudc mat hai me con. Me t61 xem xét
ting cai mot.

“Chau y€u nay... cd6 nghi chau nén dung cai Gro-Bra. Chau /on toi dau nd gian ra td1 d6. Chau
chua vira ¢d A do1 dau. Hay la chau cir mac thr xem céi nao thoai mai nhat.” Co ta dan ching t61 vao
phong thay d6 cira mau hong c6 khda. Me t61 ngdi ngay trén cai gheé trong d6. T61 co1 vay, bén trong
khong mdc gi ngoai quan lot. Cam chiéc 4o 16t dau tién l€n, thé nao to1 lai vudng tay vao day 4o.
Khong gai dugc mdce 4o, t61 phai nhd me gitip. Me chinh lai cai méc 4o ro61 cham vao phan dang trudce
cua to1. “Thay thé nao?”” me hoi.

“Con khong biét,” to1 dap.

“Cé chat qua khong?”



“Khong a.”

“Co 16ng khong?”

“Khong a.”

“Con thich cai nay khong?”
“Con nghi...”

“Thir cai nay xem.”

Me c61 chiéc dau tién ra ro1 mac chiéc thir hai vao nguoi to1. Khong biét dén lic nao t61 moi tu
lam dugc. Co khi ngay nao me cling phai mac quan ao cho to1 mat.

Cai ndy mém hon cai trudc. Me bao né 1am bang soi tong hop. Toi thay dé chiu ra phét. Me gt
dau. Cai thir ba thi trong rat dep mat. N6 lam bang ren khién t61 ngra ram ran. Me bao céi nay cha
thuc t€ gi ca.

Trong khi t61 mac lai vay thi c6 ban hang g6 ctra. “Thé nao r61? Chi tim duoc cai ung y chua?”
Me no6i ro1. “T61 1ay ba cai loai nay,” me néi va chi vao cai ao 16t loai mém.
Luc quay tré lai quay, ching t61 cham mat me con Janie Loomis ¢ do.

“O chao Margaret,” nho noi. “Té dang chon miy bo d6 ngti miia dong.” Hai méa nho do dir va toi
nhin thdy mdt dong 4o 16t trén quay trude mat nho.

“Té ciing thé,” t6i tra 101. “Té mua miy bo nga bang ni mong dé dong mic.”
“Thé thi gap nhau vao thir Hai nhé,” Janie dap.

“U... thir Hai.” May sao me t6i dang & cudi day quay, tra tién 4o 16t cho toi.



Vira vé dén nha, t6i 6m ngay cai tai chay thang 1én phong. Co1 phang vay, to1 mdc ao 16t vao.
T6i vong 4o qua thit lung, cai khoa trudc ro1 moi chinh vé dung vi tri. T61 udn nguot 1én, xoay
nghiéng ngudi trude guong. Trong van chang khac gi. Toi cdi doi tat ra, nhdi vao hai bén 4o 16t dé
trong cho 1on. Lam thé 4o 16t lai bi chat qua, nhung t61 thich by nguc cua to1 lac do. Giéng Laura
Danker. Tdi rat doi tat ra, virt vao mot x0.

Bén ban an, bo khong ngdt ca ngoi téi. “Oi, con 1on that ro1, Margaret. Khong con 1a bé con
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nua.
To61 chi biét dap: “O1 bo!”

Tht Hai, t0i ngdi sim soi dam con trai trong 16p. Trudc ba gid chiéu, t6i phai co vai cai tén
trong SO Con trai. To1 chon Philip Leroy vi cdu dep trai nhat. Va Jay Hassler vi ¢6 d61 mat mau nau
dep hut hon va méng tay sach s€. Té1 quyét dinh dirng ¢ d6 va s€ giai thich rang t61 chua biét thém ai
khac.

Vira dung trude khi chuéng hét gio vang, thiy Benedict tuyén bd 1a mdi hoc sinh s& phai thuc
hién mét du an ca nhan kéo dai suot nam hoc.

L{ hoc sinh rén ri phan doi.

Thay Benedict gio tay 1én. “Ca 16p a, khong dén ndi chan thé dau. Thtr nhét, day 1a chuyén ca
nhan - chi riéng moi em va thay biét théi. Thay s€ khong hoi cac em cha dé cua du an 1a gi. Thay muon
cac em tu chon lay chu dé va tién hanh theo cach cua cac em. Diéu bat budc duy nhat 1a du an ay phai
la cai gi do... 0... c6 y nghia.”

Lai rén.

Trong thay Benedict nhin nho. “Toi cir tudng cac em sé& thich thi 1am.”

T6i nghiép thiy Benedict. C6 vé thay that vong lam. Qua cach thay noi, toi co6 cam giac 13 bon
to1 1am thay hoi hop. Cha dira nao s¢ thay mdt ti gi, ma la hoc sinh thi it nhiéu cling nén s¢ thay gido
chur. Co Ituc thay ng61 ¢ ban giao vién, lang 1€ nhin nhu thé thay khong tin rang chiing t61 dang that sy
cO mdt ¢ day. Tat nhién Nancy nhan ra ngay la thay chwa bao gio goi Laura Danker. To1 thi chang dé
y.

Trong lc ching t6i xép hang dé vé nha, thiy Benedict nhic rang thir Nam 16p s& c6 mot bai

kiém tra hai chuong dau trong sach nghién ctru xa hdi. Thay n6i xin chiing t61 chuan bi cho tot. Phan
16m cac gido vién khac khong bao gio noi xin.

Sau gio hoc, chung t6i dén thang nha Nancy. Trudc khi vao cudc hop chinh, ching t6i ban luan



vé thiy Benedict va du 4n cua thay. Ca bon déu cho riang chuyén nay that dién khing va khong ai co
thé nan ra mot y tudng nao.

Lic sau, Nancy diém danh. “Veronica!”
“Co6 minh,” Gretchen noi.

“Kimberly!”

“Co6 minh,” Janie ho.

“Marvis!”

“Co6 minh,” toi tra 101.

“Va c6 minh... Alexandra.” Nancy gap quyén s6 diém danh lai. “Nao, vao viéc thoi. Hay cung
sO lung nhau dé kiém tra xem moi ngudi da mic ao 16t hét chua.”

Bon t6i déu mic.

“Caumac loai gi vay, Janie?”” Gretchen hoi.

“Loai Gro-Bra,” Janie dap.

“Té ciing thé!” t6i noi.

“T§ ciing thé,” Gretchen cudi.

“Té thi khong,” Nancy noi, giong day tu hio. “T¢ dung loai ba muoi hai A dap.”
Bon t6i déu bt ngd.

“Néu mudn thoat khoi cai mé 4o 16t tré con éy, cac cau phai luyén tap,” Nancy tiét 10.
“Luyén tap thé nao co?” Gretchen hoi.

“Thé nay nay,” Nancy noi. ROi nho khum tay thanh hai nam dam, gip khuyu tay, dua tir dang
trudc ra dang sau, dong tho1 udn nguc 1€n. “To1 phai... té1 phai... to1 phai tang vong nguc.” Nho 1ap di
13p lai. Chang toi bat chude cac dong tac va dong thanh voi Nancy. “Tui minh phai... tui minh phai...
tut minh phai tang vong nguc!”

“Tot 1am,” Nancy nhan xét. “MOdi ngay lam ba muroi 1im 1an, t6 hira chic thé nao cac cu cling
dugc nhu y.”

“Bay gio dén S6 Con trai,” Gretchen tuyén bo. “Moi ngudi san sang chua?”’

Chiing t6i dé bon quyén S6 Con trai trén san nha, va Nancy 1an luot xem timg cuén. Xem xong,
nhd lién chuyén cho ching t6i. Pau tién 12 quyén cua Janie, c6 bay cai tén trong d6. S6 mdt 1a Philip
Leroy. Gretchen viét bon tén, s6 mdt ciing 1a Philip Leroy. SO cta Nancy ¢6 tin mudi tim dia. Toi
tham chi con khong biét hét tén mudi tam dira con trai! Va dtra dau tién 13 Philip Leroy. Lic doc
quyén s cua t6i, Nancy bi nghen vi nudt ca cuc da trong cdc coca. Sau khi hét nghen, nho doc to: “Sé



mdt... Philip Leroy.” Moi ngudi déu cuodi. “S6 hai... Jay Hassler. Sao cau lai chon n6?”

To61 tire dién 1én. Tai sao to1 lai phai ndi trong khi nhd va nhirng ngudi khac thi khong. To61
nhudng may vé phia nho doan quay di cho khac. Nhé hiéu y ngay.

Khi chung 01 xong viéc, Nancy mo cira phong minh. Evan va Moose dang rinh ¢ ngoai nghe
trom. Hai tén d6 theo bon t6i xudng lau, ra ngoai vuon. Khi Nancy quat, “Bién di, bon ndy ban,” Evan
va Moose pha 1én cuoi.

Bon né gao 1én: “Tui minh phai... tyi minh phai... tui minh phai tang vong ngurc!” Sau do bon no
lan ra co, 16n di 16n lai va cudi sang sic, t6i cau cho bon né t& ludn ra quan.

Tht Ba, trong gid on tip s6 hoc, toi nghe thdy mot mot con chim ndo d6 kéu pip. Nhiéu dta
khac va cé thay Benedict cling nghe thay. To61 biét the vi thay thay ngang 1én. Vira quay lai véi bai tap,
to1 lai nghe thay pip.

Sau tiéng pip thi hai, thiy Benedict di dén chd cira s6, md toang ra. Thay ng6 ra ngoai, nhin
xung quanh. Ngay khi ay, thém ba tiéng pip nira lai vang Ién ¢ trong phong. Thay Benedict quay lai
ban, tay chip sau lung. Pip. Toi nhin sang Nancy, biét chac tleng do phat ra tir nho. Nhung nho khong
hé quay sang nén toi ciing cha ndi gi. Thay Benedict ng01 xuong, go tay Xuong ban. Khong lau sau, 16p
hoc chang tdi bién thanh ctra hang ban chim canh. Mdi gidy lai c6 mot tiéng pip. Ca 16p khong ai nhin
duoc cuoi. Khi Nancy da vao chan téi dudi gam ban, toi biét d3 dén luot minh. THi cui dau xuong,
gia vo dang tay mot dap an sai. Khi thoi nhitng vun ty bay di, t6i kéu... pip. Vira khi thiy Benedict
nhin vé phia t6i thi lai mot tiéng pip khic vang 1én ¢ phia bén kia 16p. To6i nghi d6 1a Philip Leroy.
Chung t6i cho thay Benedict noi gi d6, nhung thiy van im ling.

Sang hom sau, trude khi ching t61 dén 16p, tit ca ban ghé da duogc ké lai. Bay gio, bbn diy ban
duoc x€p thanh hinh chir U 16n ¢ gitta phong. Con c6 ca thé tén dinh trén mdi ban. Ng01 canh to1 la
mot ké ma i rat ghét, 4y chinh 13 Freddy Barnett. Toi biét chic Freddy 1a mot dira rat nghich ngom vi
ngay dau tién di hoc toi da thiy né dimg sau lung Jay Hassler, khi Jay dom ngdi Xuong no beén keo phat
cai ghé ra, 1am Jay nga chong vo trén san. Toi ghét nhirng dira 1am tro d6! Toi phai hét strc can than dé
khong roi vao biy cua Tom hum. Pay 1a biét danh ching t6i dit cho né béi vi trong ngay hoc dau tién
no bi chay nang tréng nhu con tdom hum.

Nhung nguoi ngdi bén kia tdi con kinh khing hon, d6 chinh 12 Laura Danker! Toi sg dén ndi
khoéng dam nhin vé phia nho nita. Nancy doa rang tiéng xau ctia nho ¢ thé 1ay sang t6i. Nhung toi
chang viéc gi phai lo qua thé vi Laura ciing chang nhin vé phia toi 1an nio. Nho chi nhin thing. Tu
nhién B6 T STTN bj tach ra mbi dra mdt noi. Va Nancy (sudng thé khong biét!) dugc ngdi ngay
canh Philip Leroy!

Khong dira nao pip piéc gi nira. Théy Benedict din ching t6i chuan bi cho bai kiém tra x3 hoi
hom sau. Chiéu hém d6, ching t6i ¢ gio thé duc. Bon con trai tap bong chay voi thay, con 1ii con gai,
dudi sy quan ly cua co Abbott, dimg vao hang theo thir tur tir thap dén cao. Toi dung thir ba tir cudi
1én, Janie xép dau tién, Laura Danker dung cudi cung, Gretchen va Nancy ¢ gitra. Khi bon t61 dé vao
hang xong xudi, cd Abbott bat ddu noi vé tu thé va viéc dimg thang quan trong nhu thé ndao. “Du cac
em c6 cao nhu thé ndo ciing khong bao gi dugc gu lung, vi chiéu cao 13 mot ting vat.” Vira noi, co



Abbott vira dung thing day rdi hit that sdu. Trong co it nhat phai cao dén mot mét tam. Janie va toi
nhin nhau cuo1i ruc rich. Chung t61 khong dugc mon qua do.

Sau d6, c6 Abbott noi vi ching t6i da 16n va hoc 16p Sau r6i nén nim nay sé c¢6 thém mot vai
chuyén dé trong chuong trinh hoc. “Mdt vai chuyén dé rat riéng tu chi danh cho céc ban nit.” Co chi
noi thé nhung t6i hiéu ngay. Sao ngudi ta clr phai chd dén 16p Sau, khi ma ching toi di tu biét hét moi
thir r6i co chu!

T6i hom 4y t61 6n bai rat k§. Toi doc hai chuwong dau cua quyén sach nghién ctru x3 hoi nhirng
bon lan, sau d6 ngo1 trén san phong ngu luyén tap. “T61 phai... to1 phai... to1 phai tadng vong nguc!” To61
tap ba nham lan r61 moi 1€ nguoi 1én giwdng ngu.

Chiia c6 do khong? La con, Margaret. Con vira luyén tip dé 1ém nhanh hon. Chiia da bao
gio nghi dén chuyén dé chira? Chuyén con lon lén dy. Bdy gio con mdc do nguc réi. Pa mdc
do nguec thi phdi co nguc chir. Tat nhién néu Chiia nghi con chwa san sang thi con ciing hiéu
a. Ngay mai, con ¢é mét bai kiém tra. Xin Newoi hay cho con diém tét nhé. Con muén lam
Nguoi ty hao. Tg on Chua.

Sang hom sau, thiy Benedict lai ty phat bai kiém tra. Cau hoi thiy da viét sdn trén bang. Thay
bao ching t61 bat dau lam ngay khi nhan dugc giay kiém tra cia minh. Freddy Tom hum huych t61, thi
tham, “Purng viét tén.”

“Pirng viét tén 1a sa0?” t6i hoi lai.
Freddy thi tham, “Néu khong viét tén thi thay s& khong biét bai ndo ciia dira nao. Hiéu chua?”
T6i hiéu ngay nhung khong thich thé chat nio. Nhét 1a khi t6i da doc bai dén bdn 1an. Nhung néu

d3 khong ai viét thi t6i ciing s& khong viét. Toi cam thdy nhu bi choi déu vi thdy Benedict s& khong
bao gid biét to1 da on ky dén thé nao.

T6i 1am hét cac cdu trong vong mudi 1dm phat. Thay Benedict bao Janie thu bai. Khong biét
thay s€ lam gi khi phat hi¢n ra tat cd cac bai kiém tra déu khong c6 tén. To1 nghi thay s€ buc lam
nhung ngoai viéc gilt ca 1dp lai sau gio hoc, thay cling khong lam dugce gi nhieu. Chang 1€ 1ai du6i hoc
ca lop?



Sang thar Sau khi ching toi vao phong, trén moi ban d3 c6 mot to kiém tra. Mdi to déu dugc
danh dau va viét tén sin. Toi dugc chin tim diém. Toi suong ron trong khi Freddy Barnett thi tiu
nghiu. Cu ta dugc c6 nim ba diém! Thay Benedict khong hé da dong gi dén chuyén ching toi khong
viét tén vao bai kiém tra. Thay chi dung d6 cudi cuoi. “Chao ca 16p,” thiy n6i ma khong hing giong
nhu moi khi. Toi nghi thé 13 thay di thang van niy.

Sau d6 thay lai nhic chung t6i vé du 4n ca nhan. Thay bao ching toi ding chd dén phut cudi
mG&1 mong nay ra y gi do bat chot. Thiy bao hét tudn ndy moi ngudi nén xac dinh 1o chu dé ctia minh
va bat dau vieét.

T61 nght nat ca 6c cting khong ra cai gi o y nghia ma toi san 1ong chia sé voi thiy Benedict.
Tie 1 1am sao toi co thé viét mot bai nghién ciru sudt ca nam vé cai 40 16t va cac cau chuyén lién
quan dén nd dugc. Hodc tinh cam ciia t6i vdi Moose. Hay vé Chiia. Puoc khong nhi? Khong han 13 vé
Chta - khong bao gio t6i dé 16 chuyén do6 cho thay Benedict biét - ma vé ton gido nodi chung co thé
cling khong ndt. Néu chon dugc t6n gido, t6i da biét minh mudn tham gia cic doan thé hay Trung tAm
Cong dong Do Thai. Piéu iy c6 y nghia diy chi nhi? Pang 18 toi phai nghi ra tir trude.

Chiia c¢é d6 khéng? La con, Margaret. Chila nghi sao néu con lam dw dn vé tén gido. Chiia
dong y nhé? Con sé ké Chiia nghe moi chuyén va sé khong lam bat cir diéu gi ma khéng hoi y
kién Nguoi. Con nghi da dén liic con quyét dinh minh la ai réi. Con khong thé khéng la ai mdi
duoc, Chua nhi?

Sang thr Bay, me t6i 1ai xe dua t6i 1én dudng cai, ti tram xe buyt New York. Do 12 1an dau tién
to1 di mot minh, nén me lo lang lam.

“Nghe nay, Margaret... dung ng01 canh dan 6ng. Ciing dung ngdi mot minh hay ngdi canh co nao
xinh qua nhé. Tim chd dau xe ma ngoi. Néu xe khong c6 diéu hoa thi mo cira s6 ra nhé. Khi t6i noi roi,
hily hoi mot phu nir dudng xudng nghe chua. Ba s& chd con ¢ quay 18 tan.”

“Con biét ro1, biét ro1.” Nha to1 da dén do choi hang ti 1an nhung khi xe buyt dén, me to1 van
nhoai nguoi ra khdi xe, nodi vo1 nguoi lai xe buyt.

“Con gai toi di mot minh. Anh dé ¥ chéu ho t6i nhé. N6 chua di bao gio.”
“Yén tri!” ngudi 14i xe tra 101. Sau d6, me vay tay chao. Téi nhin mit quay di chd khac.

T6i thdy ba dung vi tri da hen. Ba hon t6i that nong nhiét. Ngudi ba téa mui thom dé chiu lam.



Ba mac by d6 mau xanh 14 va ké vién mat cling mau xanh 14 nét. Téc ba mau vang anh bac. Ba nhuom
toc hau nhu mot thang mot 1an.

Khi chung i ra khoi bén xe cudi, ba bao: “Chau xinh 1am, Margaret. Mai toc dep qua co!”

Ba ltic ndo ciing ndi nhitng cau thit d& thwong. Ma toc t6i ciing dep hon that. Tai thdy trong sach
bao 1a néu chai dau ding cach, toc co thé moc ra vai phan moi thang.

Chiing t01 an trua ¢ nha hang gan Trung tam Lincoln. Lic dang nham nhi cai banh put dinh s6 ¢6
la, t61 thi tham: “Chau dang mac 4o 16t day. Ba c6 nhin thay khong?”

“Co chu, ba thay chu,” ba tra 1o1.
“Ba thay ha?” t61 ngac nhién lam, quén ca an. “Trong chau thé nao a?”

“Ngudi 1on hon nhiéu,” ba gt gu tra 101 giita hai 1an nhap tach ca phé. Toi khong biét nhu thé
cO dung khong nén tam thoi ctr coi nhur 1a that.

Sau d6, hai ba chau di nghe hoa nhac. Toi khong con bon chon nhur hdi bé nira. Toi ngdi im ling,
cham cht nghe nhac. Lic tam nghi, hai ba chau ra ngoai di dao. Téi rat thich cai dai nudc & gitta
Trung tam Lincoln, con thich hon ca nhitng budi hoa nhac. T6i thich nhin moi nguoi di lai. Co 1an, toi
con thiy mot cd ngudi mau ding chup anh canh dai nuée. Lac d6 troi lanh nhu cit ma ¢ vin mic vay
mua hé. Thé 1a t6i quyét dinh khong trd thinh nguoi miu. Cho du vé sau t6i co dep thé nao di ching
nira.

Trén duong di taxi vé tram cubi cua xe buyt, toi chot nghi ra ba 13 ngudi Do Thai. Ba 1a nguoi
tuyét vo1 nhat co thé gitp to1 bat dau du an. The 1a t61 hoi ba, “Luc nao ba dan chau di 1€ dén voi
nhé?”

Ba nhin t6i khong chdp mat. Toi chua thay mit ba mo to thé bao gid.

“Chau néi gi co? Chau néi chau mudn 13 nguodi Do Thai diing khong?”” Ba nin thd.

“Khéng a. Chau bao mudn vao dén xem né thé nao.”

“Oi Margaret ctia ba!l” ba 6m choang 13y toi. Toi nghi chac chi 1ai xe tudng hai ba chau bi dién.
“Ba bi€t chdu la con gai Do Thai tir trong tring nudc ma! Ba biét ma!” Ba 161 khan mui xoa ra, cham
nhe 1&én mat.

“Ba o1, khong phai dau,” toi ¢b giai thich. “Ba biét chau khong 12 gi ma.”

“Chau noi thé thoi, nhung ba khong bao gid tin. Khong bao gid!” Roi ba diém nhién xi miii.
Xong xudi, ba noi thém: “Ba biét roi. O Farbrook chau c¢6 nhiéu ban Do Thai 1am dang khéng?”’

“Khong a. Ban be chau cha lién quan gi ca.”
“The tai sao? Ba khong hiéu.”

“Chau chi muén xem né nhu thé nao thoi. Puoc khong a?” Chic chan toi s& khong hé rang ti gi
vé thay Benedict.



Ba nga lung ra ghé, mim cuoi that twoi. “Ba hoi hop qua! Ba s& vé nha, goi dién cho ngai gido
si ngay. Chau s& dén do cung ba vao ngay Tét Do Thai.” Nhung dot nhién ba nghiém mat, “Me chau co
biet khong?”

Toi lac dau.

“B6 chau?”

Toi lai lac.

Ba v vo tay lén tran. “Phai ndi voi bd me chéu 1a viée nay khong phai ¥ ba dau nhé. Khong thi
mét day!”

“Bayéntamdi a.”

“V¢& van!” me phan g nhu vay ngay khi vira nghe tin do. “Con thtra biét bo me nghi thé nao vé
ton gido roi1 day.”

“Me bao khi 16n 18n con c6 thé chon co ma!”
“Nhung Margaret, con chua du 1on dé duoc phép chon!”

“Con chi muon thtr thoi,” t61 1y ludn. “Con s€ dén ca nha tho nira, nén me dung nd1 khung lam gi
dugc khong!”

“Me khéng noi khung! Me chi thiy tudi con ma ban tim dén ton gido thi that ngd ngan.”
“Con di dugc khong a?” t6i van cuong quyét.

“Me khong cam,” me tra 101.

“Vang. Thé thi con s& di.”

Sang ngay Tét Do Thai, toi ndm trén givdng, ndi chuyén vai Chua.

Chiia c6 do khéng? La con, Margaret. Hom nay, con sé dén dén tho... véi ba. Hom nay la
ngay 1é ma. Chdac Chiia ciing biét. Bé con nghi ddy la mét sai lam, con me con bdo chuyén nay
thét ré dai, nhung con van di. Con tin né sé gitip con quyét dinh con la ai. Chua bao gio con
vao dén hay nha tho. Con sé tim Nguoi.



T6i dién quan 40 mdi va d6i mil nhung nhd. Me bao rang vao ngay 1& Do Thai moi ngudi déu
mic quin 40 m6i. Thang Mudi nim nay 4m ap va bd ké hdi bd con bé, ngay 18 Do Théi ndo troi cling
am ap. Toi phai di ging tay trang, nén ca ban tay ctr dam dia md hoi. Lac t6i dén New York, doi gang
tay da 1Am lem hét ca vi thé 61 thao ra, r6i dut vao tai xach. Nhu thuong 1€, ba don t6i ¢ diém xe buyt
cudi cuing, roi ching t6i bat taxi dén dén tho.

Khi ching t61 dén noi thi d3 muoi rudi. Ba trinh thé cho nguoi xep cho r6i 6ng xép hai ba chau
to6i ngdi O hang thr nim, day gitra. Ba thi tham v§i may ngudi ngdi gan rang toi 13 chau gai Margaret
cua ba. Ho nhin t61, cuoi cuoi, to1 bén cuoi lai. May ma khong lau sau do, ngai gido si budce 1€n san
khau, dua hai tay 1én cao. Trong lic 6ng 1am thé, tiéng dan organ ém diu vang 1én. Nhac hay lam. Gido
sT mic 4o thung tring dai, trong gidng hét trang phuc ctia thay tu, chi khac 1a khong c6 cai co 4o latra

dang sau. Ong ciing 461 mot cai mil bé ti ma ba goi 13 yarmulke

Gido si noi 10i chao ching toi roi bat dau c6 nhitng hanh dong ma t6i khong hiéu ndi. Chang t6i
phai ding 1én ngdi xudng rat nhiéu 1an va doi khi phai cam sach, dong thanh doc cac doan kinh bang
tiéng Anh. T6i dang doc cai gi chinh i ciing khong hiéu miy. Mot luc sau, do6i hop xudng lai hat trén
nén nhac organ. Khoanh khic ay 1a thich nhit. C6 nghi thirc lai dung tiéng Do Théi ¢ va toi mit tron
miat det vi thdy ba co thé doc troi chay theo gido si.

Trong khi d6, t61 toan nhin ngang ngura dé quan sat xung quanh. Nhung vi ng01 ¢ hang thir ndm
nén toi cting khong nhin dugc gi nhiéu ngoai bon hang trudc mat. Toi biét néu quay dau lai nhin nhitng
nguoi dang sau thi that bat lich su. O trén san khau c6 hai cai au to bang bac dung day hoa trong dep
lam.

Mudi mot gid rudi, ngai gido si bat dau dién thuyet Ba goi d6 la giang dao. Moi dau, toi con
c¢d nin 6c xem 6ng ndi gi. Nhung duoc mot luc, toi chuyen sang dem nhitng chiéc mil sic s& mau sic
trude mat. Pén khi ngai gido si giang dao xong, t6i dd dém dugc tit thay tim cai niu, sau cai den, ba
cai do, mot cai vang va mot cai mau da bao. Sau do, moi nguo1 déu dig ca day hat mot bai béng
tiéng Do Thai c6 ma t6i khong biét tén. Chi co thé! Toi clr twong phai c6 gi nita kia. Toi khong biét
chinh xac 1a cai gi. Mot cam gidc chang han. Nhung c6 1& phai dén nhiéu hon méi hiéu vé viéc nay.

Sau do, moi nguoi do ra chat cirng cac 161 di, ba kéo t61 vao modt goc cho do dong ma hoi.
“Margaret, chau c6 muon gap ngai gido si khong?”

“Chau khong biét,” to1 tra 161. Thuc 1ong, t61 chi muodn ra ngoai cho thodng.
“Nao, di gdp ong ay di!” Ba cuoi voi to1. “Ba da ké cho ngai nghe vé chau r6i.”

Chiing t6i xép hang cho bét tay ngai giao si. Mai moi dén luot, 61 ding d01 dién v&i1 gido si
Kellerman. Trong dng kha tré va hoi giéng thay Miles J. Benedict Jr, nhung khong gay nhu thay.



Ba nhic t6i, “Bit tay di, Margaret.”
To1 chia tay ra.

“Ngai gido si, day la chau t61, ma t61 da ké cho ngai nghe r61 day. Chau nd tén la Margaret
Simon.”

Ong gido si bat tay tdi. “A, dung roi. Margaret! Chiic mirng Yom Tov.”
“Vang,” to1 dap lai.

Gi4o si bat cuoi. “Tuc la chic ming ndm md1 d6. Hom nay, chung ta t6 chirc ming nam mai

“A,” t01 tra 101. “Chiic ming nam md1 ngai gido si.”
“Chau c6 thich nghi thirc & day khong?” 6ng hoi.
“Co a,” to1 tra 101. “Chau thich lam a.”

“Tét... Ong lac tay to1 thém vai 1an nita. “Lic ndo chau dén ciing duoc. Bé hiéu thém vé
moi nguoi chau a. Dé hiéu thém vé moi nguoi va Chua.”

Pén khi vé nha, t6i lai bi hoi cung.

“Buodi 18 thé nao ha con?” me héi.

“Binh thuwong a.”

“Con c¢6 thich khong?”” me lai hoi.

“Ciling hay a,” t61 dap.

“Thé con ¢6 hoc duoc cai gi khong?” b ciing td mod hoi.
“O ndm hang dau c6 tim cai mil nAu va séu cai mii den a.”

Bo6 cuodi am. “Hoi con bé, bd thuong dém s6 16ng vii trén may cai mil.” Theé 1a ching t61 cung
pha 1én cuoi.

Chua co do khong? La con, Margaret. Con thdt sw bt dau réi. Pén cudi nam hoc, con sé
biét tdt ca nhitng gi can biét vé tén gido. Va truede khi vao cdp hai con sé biét minh la ai. Va
con cé thé tham gia cac doan thé hodc trung tam nhur moi nguoi.
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Vio tuan dau tién cua thang Mudi médt, c¢6 ba chuyén xdy ra. Chuyén tht nhat 13 Laura Danker
1an dau tién mic 4o len dén lop. MEit thiy Benedict gan nhu 16i hin ra ngoai. Nhung Nancy bao rang
thuc ra t6i chang nhan thiy diéu ay. Freddy Tém hum ciing dé y. N6 bao toi, “Cling mic 40 len ma sao
trong may khéng dugce nhu thé ha Margaret?” Rdi nd bo ra cudi, vo dui den dét. Toi nghi that nuc
cudi. Ngay ndo t6i cling mic 4o len 13 vi t6i ¢6 nhiéu lam. Toan 13 4o ddc biét ma ba dan cho t6i. Ké
ca khi t6i nhét tit vao 4o nguc thi trong t6i van thua xa Laura Danker. Toi ban khoan 1iéu nho c6 thim
thut v6i Evan va Moose khong. Tai sao nho lai 1am viéc ngu ngdc nhu vay?

Diéu d6 khién t6i nho dén viéc Moose di cit co, don hét 14 kho trong vuron nha t6i, va ndi s& trd
lai vao mua xuan. Thé nén, néu khong gap nhau tai nha Nancy thi ca mua dong nay toi s€ khong dugc
thdy anh. Khong phai 12 anh khong biét toi van ton tai ma 1a toi _phai tranh anh ké tir cai vu Tui minh
phdi... Tui minh phdi kia. Tuy vy, t6i van 1én nhin anh tir cira s6 phong ngt ctia minh.

Chuyén thir hai 13 t6i dén nha tho cing vé6i Janie Loomis. Janie va toi khd than nhau, nhat 1a
trong gio tap thé duc vi Ruth, nho x€&p thir hai trong hang, thwong vang mit. Vay nén, ching t61 hay noi
chuyén v&i1 nhau va c6 mét 1an to1 da chu dong hoi xem nho c6 dén nha thd khong.

“Chi ltc ndo bi bat di thi t& m6i di thoi,” nho tra 15i.

ROi t61 hoi nho lidu thinh thoang t6i di cuing nhé dugc khong, chi dé xem viée di nha thd nhur thé
nao. Nho dap, “Tat nhién la dugc, Chu nhat nay nhé?”

Thé 1a t6i di nha tho. Ngd ¢ chd 1a nha tho chang khac gi dén. Trir mdt viéc 1a moi nghi 18 déu
dung tiéng Anh. Cac con chién déu doc mdt quyén kinh vo clng t6i nghia con ngai muc su thi lam nghi
1& ma t6i khong tai ndo theo kip. O d6, t61 dém dugc tam cai mii den, bdn do, sau xanh va hai c4i mi
16ng. Cudi nghi 18, moi ngudi hat mot bai thanh ca. Sau do, ching t6i xép hang cho bat tay muyc su.
Gio thi 61 da rat chuyén nghiép trong vu nay.

Janie giGi thiéu toi. “Day 1a ban con, Margaret Simon. Ban dy khong c¢6 t6n gido.”

T6i suyt ngit. Janie ndi toac ra nhu thé 1am cai quai gi khong biét? Ngai muc su nhin t6i nhu
nhin ngudi sao Hoa. Sau d6 cudi vai t6i kiéu A-ha-thé-nio-ta-ciing-chiém-dugc-thién-cam-cuia-con-
bé-nay.

“Chao murng con dén voi Gido hoi Truong 1ao Thir nhat, Margaret. Ta mong rang con sé tr¢ lai
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day.

“Con camon a,” to1 dap.



Chua co do khong? La con, Margaret. Con da dén nha tho roi. O dé con chdang cé cam
gidc gi dac biet ca, mdc du con rat muon. Con tin chdc ddy khéng phdi tai Chiia ddu a. Lan
sau, con sé ¢é gang hon.

Dao nay toi ndo t6i cling ndi chuyén véi Nancy. B6 t6i thic mic sao chung t6i di hoc véi nhau
ca ngay roi, budi tdi con goi dién 1am gi. “Mdi xa nhau co ba tiéng ma 1dm chuyén thé?” bd hoi. Toi
chang budn giai thich. Chi yéu 13 ching t6i cling giai bai tip toan. Sau d6, Nancy goi cho Gretchen dé
kiém tra lai dap 4n, con toi goi cho Janie.

Chuyén thir ba trong tuan 13 thay hiéu trudng théng bao qua hé théng loa rang hoi phu huynh s&
md mot buQi tié,c nhay cho hoc sinh 16p Séy nhan dig 1€ Ta on. Thﬁy Benedict héi chung t61 co ai biét
khiéu vii ki€u bon cdp hinh vudng khong. Hau nhu ching dira nao biét.

Nancy n6i véi ca hoi STTN 1a budi khiéu vii s& cuc ky hoanh trang. Va nho biét rd diéu do vi
me nho & trong ban t6 chirc. Nho bao ching toi viét lai tén nhitng dtra ma ching t6i muén nhay cting dé
nho thir sdp xép. Nhung hoa ra tit ca ching t61 déu mudn Philip Leroy, thé nén Nancy chét lai, “Thoi
bo qua, t& c6 phai thanh dau.”

Hai tuan sau, gid thé duc cua chiing toi bién thanh gid luyén nhay. Thay Benedict n6i néu trudng
d3 to chirc ca mdt budi khiéu vii danh riéng cho chiing t6i thi it nhit ching t6i cling phai dién dugc vai
duong co ban dé goi 1a cam on. Chiing t6i nhay trén nén nhac, con thay Benedict chay t6i chay lui, vo
tay lién tuc. Khi mubn lam miu dong tac nio dé, thay chon Laura Danker 1am ban nhay. Thay lay 1y do
12 vi nho du cao dé véi toi vai thiy, nhung Nancy dwa mat vé phia t6i day an y. Thé nhung khong
thang con trai nao trong 16p mudn nhay ciing véi Laura Danker vi bon né déu thip hon nho rat nhiéu.
Ké ca dira cao nhat 1a Philip Leroy ciing chi dtrng dén cam Laura.

Mét nhat trong gio' luyén nhay la bon con trai hoc nhay thi it ma giam chin con gai thi nhiéu. C6
vai dra gioi dén ndi con gidm duoc vao chan ching to1 theo nhac nira chir. Vi thé, t6i hau nhu chi tap
trung gitt cho chan minh khong bi giam bep di.

Budi sang ngay dién ra buoi khiéu vii, t61 khodc 1én minh b vdy 40 mdi tinh.

Chiia c6 do khong? La con, Margaret. Con khong thé cho dén hai gio dwoc Chia a. Pén
liic ddy budi khiéu vii méi bdt dau. Khong biét con cé dwoc nhay cung voi Phllzp Leroy khong
nhi? Thyc ra khong han la con thich cau dy nhat, ma chi vi cdu dy banh trai qud théi. Va con
rat thich dwoc nhay cung cdu ay... chi mot hai lan thoi cing duoc a. Ta on Chua.

Trudng dd cho trang tri phong tap thé duc va toi thay trong chang khac gi kho thoc. Co hai dong
co kho va ba con bu nhin. Trén tuong c6 dong chit 16n mau vang Chao Mung Bén V61 Budi Khiéu Vil
Kho1 S4u... ¢t lam nhu chiing t61 khong biét ay.

May ma me khong di cuing toi dén day. C6 nhay nhét sao cho tu nhién da kho 1am r6i, lai c6 me
dirg nhin cham cham thi con 1au mé1 1am dugc. To1 biét theé vi c6 Wheeler di kém Nancy nén con bé



trong nhu ngudi ndm. Nhitng ngudi dn mic rat budn cudi, trong gidng nhu ndng dan hay kiéu thé. Me
Nancy mac b do yém, 4o ké va doi cai mii rom to tudng. Chang trach Nancy ctr vo nhu khong quen
cO.

Ching t6i c6 mot ngudi bat nhip nhay chinh cbng. Chu dn mic khong khic gi me Nancy. Cha
dtng trén buc huéng dan ching t6i 1am cac dong tic. Chu ciing diéu khién may hat luon. Chi giam
chan nhay nhot rat hing, thinh thoang toi thdy chu 16i mot cai khin tay mau do ra lau mat. Thay
Benedict luon mdém bao chiing t6i hoa minh vao bira tiéc. “Thu gidn va tan hudng di cac em,” thiy ho
hao.

Ba 16p Sau tron 1an vao nhau nhung bd t& STTN van tip trung vao mdt chd. Ctr mdi khi chuyén
diéu nhay 1a chung t6i lai xép hang. Con gii mot bén, con trai mot bén. Ctr thé ma nhan ngudi nhay
cung. Van dé duy nhat 13 hang nit nhiéu hon hang nam bén dira, vi thé dtira dimg ¢ cudi hang thi phai
nhay véi dira con gai ndo con sot lai trong hang nit. May sao tdi voi Janie chi bi thé mot lan!

Truée khi vao nhay, ching t6i c6 doan xem minh sé& cip vdi ai. Vi du nhu khi t6i dtng thi tu thi
toi biét s& cdp v6i Norman Fishbein vi cdu ciing ding thir tw bén hang con trai. Vi thé, t61 nhanh chan
chuyén vi tri boi Norman Fishbein la thing nghich ngom nhat 16p 161, hoac it nht cung la mot trong
nhitng thang nghich nhat. Con can tranh ca Freddy Barnet nira, thang nay chi gioi ché gidu 1a t6i mic
40 len khong dep bang Laura Danker. T6i dé y thiy c6 1an nd nhay cung Laura Danker, mit nd do lung
1én trong gidng con tdm hiim con hon ca hom né bi chay nang nira.

Bon con gai doi chd nhiéu hon con trai vi hiu nhu dira nao ciing thich nhay cip véi Philip
Leroy. Cudi cung, i ciing tim duoc cau. Chuyén 1a thé nay. Sau khi ghép do61 xong, ching to1 xep
thanh hinh vudng. Téi cdp v6i Jay Hassler, cau lich sy 1am va khong c6 gidm vao chan t6i. Nguoi bat
nhip bao chiing t6i ddi cip véi ngudi ding bén phai. Lic do, bén phai toi 1a Philip Leroy va Nancy,
nho tirc dén ndi suyt nita thi hét toang 1én gitta phong. Mic du tdi rdt mudn nhay véi Philip Leroy tir
dau dén hét budi khiéu vii, nhung cau lgi la dira gidm chan hing nhat! Va luc nhay véi cau, ban tay toi
ra nhiéu mo héi dén ndi t6i phai chii voi vao cai vay méi.

Pén bén gid, nhitng ngudi hd téng mang cho ching t6i banh va rugu hoa qua. Nam gio kém
muoi 1dm, budi khiéu vii két thuc, me 1ai chiéc xe méi tdu dén don t6i. (B6 toi chiu thua vao dip
Halloween, khi me t0i bao khong c6 xe thi khong thé di mua sira dugc. Con Margaret ciing khong thé
di bo 61 trudng vao nhitng ngdy mua gié, ma thoi tiét sap xau di r6i. Me khong thich y bd 1a ctr phai
day sém dé dua bd dén nha ga, sau do lai di xe bd vé va dung xe bd ca ngay.) Cai xe m6i nha t6i hiéu
Chevy, mau xanh 4.

Me voi vang dén hoi khiéu vii dua t6i vé vi _dang v€ do buc tranh mo1 ¢ nha. Trong bure tranh ¢6
rat nhiéu loai hoa qua mung ngay 1& Ta on. Cur dén mia Giang sinh, me lai dem ca déng tranh di ting.
BG bao roi dong tranh day cling ngy ¢ tang 4p mai nha ngudi ta thoi.
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Pén tudn dau tién ctia thang Muoi hai, ching to1 khong con goi nhau bang bi danh tai cac cudc
hop kin cua STTN ntra. Nancy bao nhiing cai tén ay qua rac r01 S6 Con trai ciing chung sé phan. Ly
do 1a vi quanh di quan lai van chi c6 miy céi tén d6. Nancy c6 chuyén tén cac cdu con trai. Véi tan
muol tam cai ©n thi con de, chtr con Janie, Gretchen va to1 van d€ Philip Leroy ¢ vi tri s0 mot. Cha
c6 gi bat ngd ca. Toi tu hoi lidu chung nd dé tén Philip Leroy 1én dau vi thich cau that, hay ciing giong
toi - chi vi c4u banh trai. C6 1& ching no ciing xdu ho khong dam noi that ngudi minh thich.

Hom ma Gretchen bao gan lay trom quyén sach giai phiu cua bo, ca Iii tip trung trong phong ngi
nha t61, ctra dong then cai, t61 con chan mot cai gheé trudce ctra nita. Ching t61 xep thanh vong tron trén
san nha, ¢ gifra la quyén sach m¢ dén trang co thé dan ong.

“Céc cau co nghi Philip Leroy khong mic quan 4o thi trong s& gidng thé niy khong?” Janie hoi.

“Tat nhién rdi, ngde thé!” Nancy bao. “Céu 4y 1a con trai ma, dung khong?”

“Nhin miy dudng gan va cac thir ndy niy,” Janie xuyt xoa.

“Chung minh ciing c6 hét ma,” Gretchen thém vao.

“Trong thé xau lam,” Janie nhan xét.

“T6t nhat cau dirng bao gid 1a bac si hay y ta,” Gretchen bao. “Lam nghé Ay subt ngay phai nhin
nhitng thir nay thoi.”

“M¢ tiép di, Gretchen,” Nancy giuc.
Trang tiép theo 13 hé sinh duc ctia dan ong.

Khong dra ndo ndi cau gi. Chang tdi ctr nhin chdm cham vao trang sach cho dén khi Nancy béo,
“Trong anh t& giong hét the nay.”

“Sao ciu biét?” toi hoi.

“Anh 4y hay co1i tran trudng di khap nha,” Nancy tra 10i.

“B6 t& ngay xua ciing thé,” Gretchen ké. “Nhung bay gio thoi rdi.”
“Hé ndm ngoai, co t& & cung voi cong dong khoa than ddy,” Janie ndi.
“Khong dua diy chtr!” Nancy nhin Ién.

“Co éy 0 déy mot thang lién,” Janie ké. “Sudt ba tudn sau, me t& khong thém no61 chuyén voi co
ay. Me t& nghi nhu thé that mat thé dién. Co t& ly di r61 ma.”



“Vi chuyén khda than a?” t61 hoi.
“Khong. C6 ay ly di trudc khi dén d6.” Janie dép.
“0 d6, ngudi ta lam gi nhi?” Gretchen hoi.

“Ctr co1i tran trudng ma di lai thoi. Co t& bao & d6 thanh binh 1dm. Nhung t& chua bao gid coi

'97

tran trué)ng 1oi lai ¢t di lai trudc mit ai ca!
“Thé vé sau cdu c6 chdng thi sao?” Gretchen hoi.
“Liic ddy ciing thé,” Janie n6i chic nich.
“Ra vé doan trang!” Nancy noi.
“Khong phai! Cha lién quan gi dén chuyén day ca!”

“Bao gio 16n cau s€ do1 y.” Nancy bdo. “Cau s€¢ muon khoe ra cho moi nguoi cung nhin. Nhu
may cO & trong Playboy ay.”

“Co nao trong Playboy?” Janie hoi lai.
“Cau chua bao gio xem Playboy a?”

“T& 1ay dau ra ma xem?” Janie hoi.

“Bd t¢ c6 ddy,” toi chen vao.

“Thé cau co 1ay dugc khong?” Nancy hoi.
“Co chu.”

“Thé xubng lay di!” Nancy giuc.

“Bay gio 477 to1 hoi.

“Chtr con gi nira.”

“Um, té khong biét,” t6i 4p ung.

“Nghe nay, Margaret... Gretchen co thé bi ming vi dam 14y trom quyén sach giai phiu ctia bd
mang cho chiing minh xem. Vay thi it nhat cau cling phai cho bon minh xem Playboy chu.”

Thé 14 t6i mo cira phong, 1én xudng ting mdt, ¢b nhd xem da nhin thy s6 méi nhat & dau. Toi
khong muén phai hoi me. Khong phai vi mang cai do cho ban be xem la XAu. Néu xau thi bd t6i da
khong mua r6i, phai khong? Nhung dao nay toi thay hinh nhu bd t6i mubn gidu nhem to bao niy vi
khong con thay n6 trén ngin tap chi nhu trude nira. Cudi cung, toi tim thdy to béo trong ngin kéo ban
dau giuwong cua bo va t6i da tinh sin néu bi me bat gip, t6i s& ndi doi 1a ching t6i dang 1am hoa bao
nén can vai quyén tap chi cii dé cat hinh. Nhung t6i khong bi bat qua tang.

Nancy md ngay trang giira c6 hinh c6 gai khoa than ra. O trang trudc 1a cau chuyén cta cd gai



d6, ké vé Hillary Brite mudi tam tudi.
“Muoi tdm! Chi con c6 sdu nam nira,” Nancy kéu toang 1én.
“Nhung nhin my vong ctia chi y nay. To tudng!” Janie noi.
“Theo ciu, nim mudi tm tudi bon minh c6 duoc thé nay khong?” Gretchen héi.
“Td nghi chi nay ¢6 truc trac gi do,” té1 ndi. “Trong to dung nga ngira!”
“Thé Laura Danker trong c6 gidng thé nay khong nhi?” Janie hoi.
“Bay gio thi chua,” Nancy dap. “Nhung ndm mudi tim tudi thi c6 thé day!”

Cudc hop cua ching t61 két thuc v&i ndm muoi 1an “Tui minh phai... tui minh phdi... tui minh
phai tang vong nguc!”
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Ngay 11 thang Mudi hai, ba c¢6 mdt chuyén di thuyén ra bién Caribé dai ba tudn. Nam nao ba
cling di nhu thé. Trong phong minh trén thuyén, ba t6 chirc mdt bira tiéc chia tay. Nam nay, bd me cho
phép t6i dén dy. Me t01 tdng ba mdt cai hop nhung xanh 1 ma dé ‘dung trang suc. Cai hop c6 nhitng
duong van nhung trang, trong xinh lam Ba cam on me roi noi tat thay d6 trang stcc déu danh cho
“Margaret cta ba” nén ba phai gitr rat can than. Lic ndo ba cling ndi rang con nguoi khong thé song
mai, rang tit ca nhitng gi ba co déu danh cho t6i va t6i khong thich ba noi thé teo nao. Co lan, ba con
ke ludt su cua ba da chuan bi chi thi tang 1 d¢ moi thir dién ra dung theo ¥ ba. Vi nhu quan tai s& thé
ndo, roi thi ba khong muon ai doc diéu vin trong dam tang, con toi chi nén dén thim md ba mot hai 1an
mot nam dé thiy mo vin dep d&, gon gang.

Chiing t6i ¢ trén thuyén nira tiéng, sau d6 ba hon tam biét t6i roi hira ngiy nao d6 s& dua toi di
cung.

Tuan ké tiép, me toi bat dau guri thiép Giang sinh di khip noi, va chuyén dy 1am me ban tdi bui
nhiéu ngay lién. Me khong goi 1a thiép Giang sinh ma goi 1a 101 chic mirng ngay 1&. Thuc ra, nha toi
khong to chirc Giang sinh. Chung t6i ting qua cho nhau vi bd me bao day 1a truyén thong ctia ngudi
My. B bao chuyén guri thiép murng lién quan dén ngay me con bé. Me gui thiép cho ban be hoi nho,
ngudi ta ciing guri lai cho me. Thé 12 mdi ndm mét 1an, me biét duoc thong tin nguoi nay da lap gia
dinh, nguo1 kia méi sinh con, hay dai loai thé. Va me cling grt mot tAm thiép cho em trai minh, to1
chua gap cau bao gio. Cau séng o tan California.

Nam nay, t6i phat hién mot diéu la 1am. T6i thdy me guri ca thi€p Giang sinh cho 6ng ba ngoai ¢
Ohio. HOm d¢ t6i bi cam, phai nghi hoc ¢ nha, khi nhin qua chong thiép toi di thay cai thlep d6. No ¢
d6 - nhu nhirng tim thiép khac. Trén phong bi ghi 6ng ba Paul Hutchins, d6 la tén cua ho. Ong ba ngoai
ctia t61! T6i khong hoi han gi me ca. Toi cam thdy minh khong nén biét viéc nay.

O trudng, thiy Benedict dang chay d6n chay d4o xem c6 chuyén gi véi mé 4o choang méi cua

d6i hop xudng. Trudng t6i to chirc mot budi 18 ming Giang sinh va 18 Hanukkah[l] cho phu huynh va
16p 01 dugc chon lam doi hop xudng. “Lop thay Benedict s& 1a doi hop xudng,” thay hiéu truéng
quyet dinh thé. Ngay nao, chiing t6i ciing tip hat voi gido vién day nhac. Toi tu nhit dén Giang sinh thi
chic c¢6 hong toi khan dic. L ching 01 phai hoc ndm thanh ca Giang sinh va ba bai Hanukkah - doan
thi cao chét vot, doan thi tram tram. Hau hét cac doan tram déu cho bon con trai hat, doan cao thi phan
cho con gai. Ngay sau 1& Ta on, ching to1 s& dugc do dé may 4o choang hop xudng. Ban phu huynh
quyét dinh 14 déng 40 cii dd son rach hét ca, nén chung toi s¢ dugc may d6 m&i mau xanh 14 chtr khong
phai mau den nhu trude. Chung toi s& khong cam nén, ma cam dén pin to bang cai but chi.

Ching toi tap di vao hoi truong, di 1én khan dai hat bai “Adeste Fidelis” bang tiéng Anh va



tiéng Latin. Chung t6i di thanh hai hang nam nir riéng biét. Di nhién 1a xép theo chiéu cao. Tdi di ngay
sau Janie vi Ruth da chuyén di cho khac. Nguoi cap doi voi té1 hoa ra 1a Norman Fishbein. To61 ching
thém nhin nd. To1 chi nhin thang, vira di vira hat that to.

Mot tudn trude budi 18, Alan Gordon néi véi thay Benedict rang cau s& khong hat bai hat Giang
sinh vi nhu thé 1a trai véi ton giao cua cau. Lisa Murphy gio tay noi s€ khong hat bai hat Hanukkah vai
1y do twong tu.

Thay Benedict giai thich rang nhitng bai hat iy danh cho tit ca moi ngudi va khong lién quan gi
dén ton gido ca, nhung ngdy hom sau Alan mang dén mot birc thu ngin, roi tir hom d6 cau chi di trong
hang chir khong hat nita. Lisa cling chi hat khi diéu hanh, con dén ltc hat thanh ca Hanukkah, nho ciing
khong chiu hé moi.

Chiia c6 do khong? La con, Margaret. Con muén Chiia biét rang nam nay con da nghi rdt
nhiéu vé Gidng sinh va Hanukkah. Con dang cé quyét dinh xem ngay nao sé la ngay dac bi¢t
véi minh. Con nghi nhiéu lam Chiia a. Nhung dén gio van chua tra loi dwoc.

Nhitng chiéc 4o choang hop xuong mau xanh mo1 tinh dugce gui vé truong truoc budi 1& mot
ngay, sau d6 lai duoc giri dén nha ting dura dé dem 14 cho phang phiu. Trong budi 18, thich nhat 12 toi
khong chi dugc mic do choang va cam den pin, ma con dugc ngoi hang dau trong dan hop xuong, phia
trudc bao nhiéu la khan gia, nhu thé tirc 13 s& c6 mot dan cadc em miu gido ¢ ngay trudc mat toi. Vai
em c6 cham chin vao chan bon t6i. Mot em con t& dam ngay gitta v& kich, & doan Mary va Joseph
budc vao nha tro. Bii nudc t& ¢ ngay trude mit Janie, nho phai tiép tuc hat, gia nhu khong c¢6 chuyén
gi. Lic 4y, t6i phai ¢6 1am m&i khong phi cudi.

Sau hom do, truomng bude vao ky nghi 1€. Toi vira vé dén nha, me lién bao t6i cé thu.
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“Margaret... con co thu day,” giong me vong ra tir phong ve. “Me dé ¢ ban ngoai ay.”

T6i chua bao gio nhan duoc thu ca. Co 18 vi t6i chua hé viét thu cho ai. Thé 13 t6i chay nhu bay
ra ban, chop 14y 14 thu. Trén d6 ghi: gai C6 Margaret Simon. Toi 1at di 14t lai chiéc phong bi nhung
khong thdy tén nguoi giri. Khong biét chii birc thu nay 13 ai. Ctr suy doan thich hon nhiéu viéc boc toac
chiéc phong bi ra dé xem d6 1a ai. Ciing c6 thé ddy chi 1a thu quang cdo. Cudi cung khi khéng kim
thém duoc nita, toi boc nd ra - that chdm va cin thin sao cho chiée phong bi khong bi rach. o) trong la
mot thiép moi! Thodng mdt cai 1a t6i biét ngay vi c6 mdt birc hinh ddm tré con dang nhay quanh mot
cai may hat. Va & trén con c6 chir MOI DU TIEC.

Ai t6 chirc tiéc nay thé nhi, lai con moi minh nita cht? Tat nhién, t6i c6 thé im dugc ciu tra 10i
ngay. Toi ¢ thé xem bén trong thiép. Nhung thé nay thich hon. Tdi nghi dén moi trudng hop. Khong
thé 1a bo tir STTN bai vi néu thé t6i phai biét trudc chir. C6 thé 1a ai d6 ma t6i quen & New York hay
& hoi trai, nhung t6i chua 1an ndo giri thu cho ban cii dé thong bao dia chi moi ciia toi. Ma trén phong
bi lai ¢6 ddu buu dién ctia New Jersey. Xem nao. C6 thé 13 ai nhi? Ai day? Cudi cung, t6i md ra doc.

Moi cdu dén vao thir Bay, ngay 20 thang Muwoi hai.
Tir 5- 9 gio toi (bira toi)
1334 Chung cu Whittingham

Norman Fishbein.

“Norman Fishbein!” t01 kéu 1én. Thang ham d6! To1 con chua ndi chuyén voi nd mot 1an nao.
Y€ ;
Sao n6 lai mo1 t61 dén du ti€éc nhi? Nhung tiéc thi van 1a tiéc chir. Con c6 ca bira to1 nira!

“Me o1!” t01 vira réo 1€n am 1T vira chay vao trong phong vé. Me t61 dang diing cach xa khung vé,
sam soi btrc tranh. Trong mi¢ng van con ngdm chiéc but 16ng. “Me, me doan di!”

“Gi ha con?” me hoi, van kep chiéc but giita hai ham ring.
“Con dugc mo1 dén mot da tiéc. Me-nhin-nay...” t61 chia tam thi€ép mo1 cho me xem.
Me doc lué6t. “Norman Fishbein 1a ai?” me hoi, bo chiéc but khoi miéng.

“Ban cung 16p con.”



“Con c6 ua cau ta khong?”

“Binh thuong a. Con dugc di cha?”

“U'... chac 1a dugc thdi.” Me chAm mét it mau d6 1én birc v&. Vira luc do, chudng dién thoai reo.
“Pé con nghe cho.” T6i chay vao bép, nhdc mdy 1én trong khi van thd hong hoc.
“Nancy day. Cau dugc mo1 khong?”

“Co,” 161 tra 101. “Con cau?”

“Um. Bon minh déu dugc moi. Janie va Gretchen cling thé.”

“Cau dugc di1 khong?”

“Tét nhién 1a dugc.”

“Té ciing thé.”

“T¢ chua di da tiéc bao gio cd,” Nancy bao.

“Té ciing thé. Bon minh c6 nén mic quan 4o dep khong nhi?” t6i hoi.

“Me minh s& goi cho c6 Fishbein. C6 gi t& s& bao cho cdu sau nhé.” N6i r6i nho gac may.
Muo1 phit sau, chudng dién thoai lai reo. T61 tra 101.

“Margaret. Lai la t¢ day.”

“Té biét roi.”

“Cau khong tudng tuong dugce dau!” Nancy noi.

“Cai gi? Cai gi ma khong tuong twong duoc co?”

“Tat ca déu duge moi.”

“Tét ca 1a sao co?”

“Ca 16p ay.”

“Ca hait muo1 tam dura a?”

“C6 Fishbein bao véi me minh thé.”

“Cé Laura a?”

“Chac thé.”

“Theo cdu thi nho c6 dén khong?” Toi hoi, ¢d hinh dung xem Laura sé& trong nhu thé nao trong
bira tiéc.



“Um, me n6 va c6 Fishbein ctung tham gia nhiéu hoi lam. Chac me nd sé& bao no di.”

“Thé con Philip Leroy?”

“Cau ay cling duoc moi. Té biét co thé thoi. Va co Fishbein noi nhat dinh phai mic d6 du tiéc.”
Vira dat may Xuéng, to1 lai chay ao vao phong vé. “Me, ca 16p déu duoc moi!”

“Ca 16p con co a?” Me dat bat xuéng, ngang 1én nhin toi.

“Vang, ca hai tim dua lién.”

“Chj Fishbein nay dién mat rdi!” me 1am bam.

“Thé con c6 nén mic bd do nhung di khong?”

“Pay 1a bo dep nhat cia con ma. Con ctir mic di di.”

Vao hom dién ra budi tiéc, toi noi chuyén vo1 Nancy sau lan, Janie ba 1an va Gretchen hai 1an.
C mdi 1an d6i y vé trang phuc du tiéc, Nancy lai goi cho t6i. Va moi 1an nhu thé, nho lai hoi t6i van
dinh mic bd nhung a. To61 no1 u. Thoi gian con lai, ching t61 tu thu Xép moi viéc ctia minh va cudi
cung di dén quyét dinh 1a Nancy s& ngt & nha t6i con Gretchen ngii & nha Janie. Cha Wheeler s& dua
chiing t6i di va chii Loomis don vé.

Hai gio chiéu, me 201 dau cho t6i. Me con vudt ca kem xa nira cho toc t6i khoi bi roi. Xong me
dung 16 cudn toc t6i thanh miy lon to twdng trén dau. Toi ngdi im dé me siy toc. Sau d6, me dung diia
diia mong tay cho tdi thay vi cat béng di nhu moi khi. Bo nhung cua tdi me da dé san trén giudng, ciing
v6i do 16t moi, gidy du tiéc va quan tat. Do 16t moi khong phai loai cotton binh thuong ma 1a loai
nylon, vién duoc trang tri nhirng dai dang ten. D6 dugc xem 1a qua truyén thong cho thang Muoi hai
clia t6i. Sau cung, t6i nghi ¢6 18 Norman Fishbein khong phai 1a thang nghich ngom nhu t6i tudng,

Tam xong, t61 1én giwdng nghi mot chut dé trong xinh xan nhit vao budi tdi. T6i vao phong, dong
ctra lai, c6 diéu khong thay budn nga lam. Thé 1a t6i hi hui kéo cai ghé ra trudc guong treo tuong, 161
dung 16n ghé, bat dau coi 4o choang. Toi ctr dung tran trudng nhu thé trude guong. T61 bat dau co
16ng mu. T61 xoay nghi€ng nguoi nhin cho ky. Sau do o1 budc Xuong, kéo ghe sat gwong hon rdi lai
treo 1én nhin ky thém 1an nira. M toc quan 16 1am dau toi trong budn cudi chét di duge. Phan con lai
thi trong van thé.

Chiia c6 do khong? La con, Margaret. Con khong muon giuc Chua dau... Con biét Nguoi
bdn ldm. Nhung bay gio da la thang Muoi hai roi ma con chang 16n chit gl ca. It nhdt la
tréng con chang cé gi khdc hét. Chang nhé chwa dén lic sao ha Chiia? Chang 1é Chiia thdy
con qud voi vang? Xin Chua hdy giup con!

T61 nhay phoc xudng san, ngdi & mép giuong, mac do 16t sach va quan tat vao roi lai ding trudce



gwong. Nhung 1an ndy, t6i ching budn nhin 14u 1am gi nita.

Vio phong tam, t6i mé ngin cudi cung. O ddy c¢6 han mot hop bong. Trén bao bi in chit Vo
tring. TOi tho tay vao cau mot it. Tim t0i dap thinh thich, dicu 4y that ngé ngan vi ¢6 gi ma toi phai so
chir? Néu me nhin thay t61 14y mot it bong thi me cling chang noi gi. Toi dung bong sudt dé boi calamin
1€n nhitng vét mudi dot vao mua he - dé rira nhitng vét xude hay vét bam - dé boi kem dudng am ban
dém. Ay vay ma tim toi van ct dap lién hoi, vi t6i biét minh sip lam mot diéu rit méi vi mé bong.

T6i rén rén vao phong, dong chit cira lai rdi chui vao trong mot goc ti. Toi nhdi ba cuc bong
vao moi bén 4o 16t. Gian 1an mot chut thi sao nhi! Co6 khi nhitng nhé khac cling lam thé. To1 trong sé€
dep hon, phai khong nao? Vay tai sao lai khong chur!

T6i chui ra khoi ti roi tréo 1én ghé. Lan nay khi quay nghiéng nguoi, trong toi hét nhu nguoi 16n.
Thich phai biét!

Chiia con do khong? Hdy nhin xem do 6t cua con trong dep chua nay! Bay dung la cai
con can - chi can mot meo nhé théi. O nhd, con sé thdt ngoan ma. It nhat la trong mét thang,
ngay nao con ciung sé don ban! Xin Nguoi...
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Lat sau, me chai toc cho toi. Thao 16 ra, trong toc t6i cling dep phét, trir mot nhum & bén trai
vénh ngugc lai. Me bao nhin thé maé1 ty nhién.

Trong khi chd bd Nancy dén don, bd me t6i cir chdc chbc lai quay ra cudi tim tim véi toi. Toi
cling cudi lai. Nhu thé ching t6i déu biét mot bi mat dic biét ndo d6. Co diéu toi tin 13 ho khong biét
bi mat cuia t6i! it nhat ho ciing khéng nodi ciu nao cu chudi kiéu nhu trong con xinh qué hay l1an dau tién
con di du tiéc t6i! Thé thi ngwong chét di duoc!

Nam gio kém mudi lam, chit Wheeler bam co1 6 t6 bdo hiéu minh da dén. Me¢ hon tam biét to1,
con bo ngdi & ghe vay tay. “Vui vé nhé!” bo noi voi ra.

Bo tir STTN chen chiic ¢ ghé sau cta cha Wheeler (khong phai 13 xe 6 t6 c6 toa hang dau). Cha
bao ngdi thé that budn cudi va lam chi c6 cam gidc minh chi 14 ngudi 1ai thué. Nhung bon t6i chi cuoi
rtc rich. Janie cat toc ma khéng hé bao gi chung toi. Nhé néi mai chiéu hom ay, lac ma me nhé dua ra
tiém cat toc va ndi chuyén riéng véi cha Anthony thi nhé cling mdi biét 1a minh sap cat toc. R6i chi
Anthony cir cat phing toc cta Janie di va thé 1a nhd c6 kiéu toc moi. Do kiéu toc médi ay, trong Janie
nhu ¢6 quy nho. Toi cling thoang trdng trgng xem minh s¢€ trong nhu thé nao véi kiéu toc ay. Nhung
t6i bong nhd ra minh d4 mat cong nudi toc bao 1au nay. Cit phing di thi dai qua.

Khi ching toi dén nha Norman Fishbein, me Norman ra md ctra don ching t6i. Co dong dong
cao, co khudén mat giéng hét cau con trai. Toi van nhé mit co tir hom khiéu vii do ban phu huynh t6
chirc. THi nay, co khong mic quan 4o nhu ndng dan nita, ma dién mot cai quan nhung den va chiéc 4o
dinh nhiing hat gi nhu 1a kim cuong va da quy.

“Chao budi t6i, c6 Fishbein,” Nancy md 101 voi cai giong toi chua tirng nghe bao gid. “Pay 1a
ban chdu, Margaret Simon.”

Co Fishbein cuo1 voi to1 ro1 ndi, “Rat vui duoc gap chdu, Margaret.” Sau do, co6 cam ao khoac
cua ching t61 dua cho nguoi gitp viéc mang 1én lau.

“Oi, chau ndo ciing xinh qua!” c6 Fishbein thét 1én. “Moi ngudi dang & ting dudi. Nancy, chau
biét duong roi day.”

T6i theo Nancy qua phong khach. D6 ndi that hién dai 1am. Ghé nhin nhu nhitng cai hop khoét
mat goc, con ban thi déu bang kinh. Moi thir déu mau be. O nha Nancy, chin ban chin ghé déu hinh
chan su tir, con mau sac thi sic s& vo cung. Phong khach nha t6i tuy trai tham nhung lai tréng tron. Me
toi van chua quyét dinh duoc s& dung do gi.

Nha Norman kha rong réi, vi to1 phai theo chan Nancy di qua it nhat bén phong nita mdi dén
duoc canh ctra dan xudng tang dudi.



Xem ra ca 16p déu da c6 mit. Co6 ca Laura Danker, trong nho that ruc & khi dién cai vay lua
mau hong va mai toc dé budng, bay bay trén mat.

Bon con trai mic 4o khoac thé thao, c6 dira con deo ca ca vat. Day la lan dau tién toi thay Philip
Leroy deo ca vat nhung mot luc sau ca vat bién mit tiéu, con may cai clic c¢b 40 so mi thi coi hét ra.
Chang bao 14u sau, khong dira con trai nio mic 4o khoac nita, bon chiing vt thanh dong & goc phong,

Hau hét 1ii con trai, con gai chia nhau mdi bén ctia phong tiéc. Khi ca hai tdm dira di co mit, c6
Fishbein cho mang d6 an ra. Banh sandwich cac loai va mot dia to day banh kep xuc xich da cit san
ric xung quanh 1a dau xanh. T6i 1dy mdi mén mot it, ciing voi salad khoai tay ro1 ngdi xudng ban in
cung Janie, Nancy va Gretchen. Co sau chiéc ban nho, du cho cho tit ca moi ngudi. Khi thirc dn da
twom tat trén ban, cd Fishbein va ngudi giup viée lai rit 1én ting,

T6i khong biét dira nao dau téu ra céi tro dung 6ng hut phun mu tat Ién tran nha. Toi chi kip
trong thiy Philip Leroy réo 1én, “Freddy, nhin nay!” r61 chong cai 6ng lén tran, phut mot cai. Mu tat
bay vit 1én va dinh mot ddng vang vang trén tran nha mau trang.

Mii téi lac an trang miéng, t6i moi thiy co Fishbein xudng thém mot 14n nita. Ban dau, c6 khong
trong thay vét ban trén tran nha, nhung dong ho 16n trén ban an thi dap ngay vao mat c6. Khi nhin 1én
tran, ¢c6 gan nhu nin thd va cd can phong im phang phac. “Cai gi trén tran nha thé kia?” c6 hoi
Norman.

“Mu tat a,” Norman 1am 16t tra 15i.

“Me biét r0i,” c¢6 Fishbein noéi.

Co Fishbein khong noi gi thém nhung ¢6 nhin ching i v6i anh mat danh cho con-cai-nha-
khong-dugc- day—do Sau d6 co lai gan chiéc ban r6i ndi, “Co chac cac ban nit khong lién quan gi dén
dbng 16n x0n ndy.” Bon t6i cudi cudi nhung Philip Leroy the ludi ché nhao bon t6i.

“Bay gio ¢0 s€ lén chuan b1 mon trang mi¢ng,” co Fishbein noi ti€p, “va co6 hy vong dudi nay
cac chau s€ cu xur lich sy hon.”

~ Mon trang miéng la nhirng chiéc banh nudng nho du mau sac. Toi 4n hai cai s6 c¢o la xong thi

thay Freddy Barnett budc lai gan. “Co chac la cac ban nir khong nghich tro nay!” n6 nhai lai 161 ¢6
Fishbein. “Cac ban nit ngoan hién lam sao!”

“Im di1!” Nancy dirng day quat vao mat n6. Nho cao ngang ngira Freddy.

“Ba im di thi co, ba biét tuot!”

“Im ngay, ¢6 T6m hum!” Nancy gam 1én.

“May bao ai la Tom hum?”

“May chtr ai!” Nancy nghién ring.

Freddy chdp 1ay Nancy va trong mdt thoang tdi cir tudng nd s& danh nho.

“B0 ngay cai cang tom cua may ra khéi nguoi tao!” Nancy gao tudng 1én.



“Khong bo day thi sao?”” Freddy thach thirc.

Nancy quay nguoi toan budc di nhung Freddy da thm dugc céi tai trén vay cta nho va chuyén
xay ra tiép theo 1a cai tii d6 van ¢ trong tay Freddy trong khi Nancy thi 1an ra cho khac.

“Tro1 o1, n6 lam rach cai tai cda té roi!” Nancy kéu 1én.

Freddy trong ciing that thin nhu khong tin ni viéc minh vira lam. Nhung ding la tay no van dang
cam cai thi ctia Nancy. Vay Nancy khong bi toac ra, chi co may soi chi lo tho & chd ban dau 1a cai tai.
Nancy chay thodt 1én 1au va vai phut sau, tré xudng cting ¢ Fishbein.

“N6 xé rach tii vay ciia chau!” Nancy chi thang vao Freddy Barnett, néi oang oang,
“Chau khong c6 tinh,” Freddy phan tran. “Tu nhién né roi ra ddy chu.”

“Céch cu xr ctia cac chau lam co sé¢ qua. Rdt séc!” cd Fishbein néi. “Khong hiéu cac chau la
tré con kiéu gi nita. C6 khong cho cac chdu vé ngay vi bé me céc chau di nghi bira tiéc ndy s& kéo dai
dén chin gi, ma gio mbi co bay gio. Nhung cd phai ndi diéu ndy - néu thém mot trd nic nd nao nira
thoi 1a co s& goi cho b me tirng dira ké lai cach cu xtr tA6 16 nay.”

N6i xong, c¢o Fishbein lai quay got 1én 1au. Chung t6i khong nhin cudi thém duogc nita. Budn
cuoi qua di mat! Nac no va tho lo co day!

Keé ca Nancy va Freddy cling cuo1 am1i. Sau do6, Norman bao ching to61 cung choi tro choi dé do
bi mang. “Pau tién 1a tro Poan Xem Ai,” Norman tuyén bo.

“Poan Xem Ai 4?” Janie hoi lai. “Choi thé nao co?”

Norman giai thich. “Thé nay nhé, t& s& tat hét dén. Con gai dirng mot bén, con trai ding mot bén.
Khi t& n61 Bat dau thi bon con trai chay sang bén con gai, s ro1 doan xem day 1a ai.”

“Khong, cam on,” Gretchen noi. “Thé kinh lam!”
“Qretchen, tir ¢o trd 1€n thdé1 ma,” Norman ndi. “Chi tir ¢o trd 1€n thoi.”

“Quén dé,” Gretchen ndi va chung t6i déu dong y. Nhat 13 toi - t6i giat minh nghi dén séu cuc
bong trong nguc. N6 chang ¢ xa co6 t61 1a bao.

“OK,” Norman béo. “Thé choi tro Xoay Chai vay.”

“Tro ddy cii rich r6i!” Philip Leroy ré 1én.

“Pung day,” nhitng thang con trai khac cling dong tinh.

“Thi dau tién ¢t choi tro déy dd,” Norman ndi roi dit mot cai chai Xuéng san.

Chiing t6i ngdi thanh mdt vong tron 16n quanh cai chai mau xanh 14. Norman dat luat nhu sau.
“Nguoi quay chai phai hon bat ctir dira nao & gan cho cai chai chi vao nhat. Con trai khong dugc hon
con trai, con gai khong dugc hon con gai.”



Norman quay dau tién. Cai chai chi vao Janie. N6 1ién bo dén hon vao ma nho, gin tai nhung
cao hon mot chat. Sau do, n6 chay vé chod cii trong vong tron. Moi ngudi déu cuoi am 1€n. Pén luot
Janie quay. Chai chi vao Jay. Nho 4p sat vao mit né nhung khong hon that ma chi hon gié thoi.

“An gian!” Norman gio 1én. “Phai hon thdt chi.”

“Pugc roi, dugce roi,” Janie ndi. Nho 1am lai 1an nita. Lan nay, nhé hon that nhung rat xa mi¢ng
Jay.

T6i yén tAm hon khi biét chi phai hon ma. MJi 1an cai chai xoay, t0i lai nin the, hoi hop xem ai
quay vao to1 con t61 s€ quay vao ai. Khi Gretchen quay trang Philip L/eroy, nho gin nhu dung khong
vitng. Nho can mo1 lién tyc, mii moi den duoc chd Philip va hon mot cai nhanh chua tirng thay Sau
d6, t6i gan nhu tac tho khi nght rang néu Philip quay tring t6i, chic toi chét ngat mat. Toi nhim tit mat

lai. Khi toi mo mat ra thi thdy cai chai chi vao Laura Danker. Nho ctii mat xudéng va khi Philip nhoai
ra dé hon nho, t61 nghi Philip chi cham td1 tran va mdt it toc bay phat pho.

Vira luc 4y, Jay kéu 1én: “Tro nay chan thi mo. Choi tro Hai Phut Trong Tt di.”
“Nhur thé nao?” Norman hoi.

Jay giai thich. “Mdi daa s& nhan mot sO va tirng ngudi mot s& goi 1én - vi du so sau - thé 13 hai
nguo1 do s€ vao chui vao ti trong vong hai phit va... ¢... lam gi thi lam.”

“Nhung ¢ day lam gi c6 cai ti nao,” Norman noi. “Nhung c6 phong v¢ sinh day.”

Norman khong mat dén ba gidy dé 1ay gidy va but chi. N6 viét nguéch ngoac may con s ra mot
to gidy to, s6 1& cho con trai, s6 chan cho con gai. Sau d6, nd xé tirng con s6 ra cho con gai bbc truée,
161 bo ddng s6 16 vao cai mii ctia bé minh. Ai ciing boc 1ay mot sd, t6i s6 muoi hai.

T6i ntra thich nira s¢ va udc sao minh di tip trudc & nha giéng Nancy. Nancy biét rd s& phai
lam gi v&1 mdt thang con trai trong bong t61, con to1 thi khong. Chang biét gi sat!

Norman noi vi la chu ti€c nén n6 s€ choi trude. Khong ai phan doi. No6 dung thing day, hang
giong: “S0O 0... sO muo1 sau,” nd ho to.

Gretchen kéu toang va nhay dyng 1én.

“Chao hai ban nh¢,” Nancy cuoi tinh quéi. “Pung ¢ trong d6 1au qua day!”

Lau gi chtr! Chua day ba gidy sau, hai dira di ra r6i.

“E, phai ¢ trong day hai phut co ma,” Philip Leroy thic méc.

“Hai phut 1 t6i da thoi,” Norman néi. “Con mudn & ngan hon ciing duge.”

Gretchen kéu s6 ba, trang vao Freddy Barnett va t6i c6 nhé dé khong goi phai s6 niy.

Sau do, Freddy kéu s6 mudi bon, thé 1a dang Laura Danker. Chung t6i déu ric rich cudi. Toi
nghi néu khong dung 1én cai gi do thi no kho vo1 duoc dén mit nhé ma hon voi cha hit. Co khi nd phai
dtng 1én bon cau. Cir twdng twong ra canh d6 1a t6i khong nhin duoc cuoi.



Khi ctra phong vé sinh bat mo, hai dtra di ra mit dtra nao dira ndy do lung ca 1én. T6i nghi nhu
thé that buon cuoi1 vi nho da tirng tham thut va1 bon con trai réi co ma.

Laura nhe nhang goi s6, “S6 bay.”

Philip Leroy dirng bat day cudi cudi voi lil con trai. Ciu hat toc khoi mit, tay dut tai quan roi
di thang vao phong vé sinh. T61 nghi néu thich nho that, cau ctr viéc kéu s6 ctia nho thém lan nira va
theé 1a hai dira s€ ¢ trong phong v¢ sinh tir g16 cho dén cu6i bita tiéc.

Khi ho di ra, Philip vin cudi hén hé con Laura thi khéng. Nancy huych t6i dwa mat ddy an y.
TO1 mai nhin Laura dén nd1 khong nghe thay Philip kéu s6 muoi hai.

“Ai c6 s6 mudi hai?” Philip hoi. “Phai c¢6 ai béc vao sé mudi hai chi.”

“Cau vira ndi sb mudi hai ha?” t6i hoi lai. “Té sé mudi hai day.”

“Di nao, Margaret.”

T6i ding day, biét rang minh s& khong di ndi tir phong giai tri dén phong vé sinh, & d6 Philip
Leroy dang cho hon to1. To1 thay Janie, Gretchen va Nancy cuoi voi minh, nhung khong nhéch meép

n6i ma dap lai. T61 khong biét 1am thé nao minh lai dén duogc _phong v¢ sinh, chi biét tdi budc vao thé
1a Philip dong ctra lai. T6i qua nén toi gan nhu khong trong thiy gi hét.

“Chao Margaret,” cau noi.

“Chao Philip,” t6i thi thAm roi bat dau cuoi khic khich.
“Cau ctr cudi thé nay thi 1am sao ma hon duge.”

“Sao lai khong?”

“Vi luc cuoi thi mi¢ng cau mé.”

“Cau dinh hon vao moi té 4?”

“Chtr cha 1€ hon vao dau?”

T6i nging cudi. Udc gi t6i nhé nhitng gi Nancy n6i hom huéng dan t6i cach hon bang cach thuc
hanh vo1 goi.

“Plng im nao, Margaret.”

T6i ding im phing phic.

Cau dat tay 18n vai toi roi tién sat lai, sau d6 hon t6i. Nhanh 1lam! Khong giéng trong phim ma ¢
hai ngudi hon nhau that 1au dau. Khi t61 con dang mai nghi vé canh do, Philip lai hon t61 thém lan nira.
Sau do, cau mo cura, budce ra ngoai.

“Go1 mot s6 di, Margaret,” Norman giuc. “Nhanh 1én.”



~ Toi khong nghi ra con s6 nao trong dau. Toi mudn goi s6 cua Philip Leroy nhung khong nho.
The 1a t61 kéu s6 chin va dung phai Norman Fishbein!

N6 tir ddc ra mat, ctr lam nhu t6i ¢6 tinh goi nd. H! N6 gan nhu chay vao trong phong vé sinh.
Vira dong cura lai, né néi, “Té thich cau 14m, Margaret. Bay gio cau mudn t& hon thé nao day?”
“Hon phdt vao ma thoi,” to61 dap gon lon.

N6 1am dting nhu thé xong, t6i 1ién voi vang md cira thoat ra ngoai. Chi c6 thé!

Vé sau, lac & nha t6i, Nancy n6i t6i 13 ngudi may min nhat trén doi va co 18 sd phan da ghép
do1 to1 voi Philip Leroy.

“Cau ay hon c6 ngot ngao khong?” nhé hoi.
“Ngot ngio ra phét.”

“May 1an?”

“Hinh nhu nam. Té khong nhd dau,” to1 dap.
“Cau ay co néi gi khong?”

“Khéng néi gi nhiéu.”

“Cau van con thich cau Ay chr?”

“Tét nhién!”

“T§ ciing thé.”

“Ngu ngon nhé, Nancy.”

“Chuc ngu ngon, Margaret.”
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T6i cuing gia dinh Wheeler dén du dém Giang sinh tai Gido hoi Giam 1y Hiép nhat ¢ Farbrook.
To1 hot Nancy xem li¢u t61 ¢ phai gap ong muc su khong.

“Cau dua a!” nhé no1. “Pdng nhu kién ay. Ong ay con khong biét ca tén to nita la.”

C6 cau noi ay to6i yén tim thudng thirc cac nghi 18, nhat 1a vi khong 6 tiét muc giang dao. Thay
vao do doi1 hgp xudng hat suét bon 1dm phut.

Gan nra dém, t61 md1 vé dén nha. Trong t61 m¢t dén no1 boé me chang budn hoi han gi. To1 di
ngi ma quén ca danh rang.

Chua c6 do khong? La con, Margaret. Con vira ¢ nha tho vé. Con thich dgi hop xuong lam
- bai hat nao ciing hay. Nhung con van khong that sw cam nhdn dugc Nguoi. Con thdy mo ho
hon bao gio hét. Con dang c6 tim hiéu nhung wée gi Chita givip con mét chit. Ude gi Chila
cho con chit ddu vét gi d6. Con nén theo dao ndo day? Péi khi con wéc gid ma minh sinh ra
da theo dao nao do.

Ba ket thac chuyen di bién vira kip thoi gian 1én duong di Florida. Ba bao tir lac t6i di New
York chang con gi hap dan. Mdi tudn ba giri cho t6i hai tim buu thiép, goi cho i vao tdi thir Sau va
hira s& tr¢ vé trudce 18 Phyc sinh.

Chung t61 n61 chuyén 1an nao ciling nhu 1an nao. To1 noi1 trude: “Ba a... Vang chau van khoe... Bo
me chau khoe a... Chuyén hoc van tot... Chau ciing nho ba.”

Sau d6 dén luot bd: “Me ... Vang ca nha van khoe... Thoi tiét dudi do thé nao?... SGm mudn gi
roi1 cling theé. Chinh vi thé ngudi ta mé1 goi no 1a bang Anh Nang.”

Cubi cung 13 me: “Chao me Sylvia... Vang Margaret van 6n... Tat nhién, con chic chr... Vang -
me cling gitr gin nhé.”

Sau d6 t6i lai cAm may 1an nita: “Tam biét ba. Gap nhau sau nh¢.”

Vao tuan thtr hai ctia thang Mot, thdy Benedict thong bao cac hoc sinh nit khéi Sau s& duoc xem

mot cudn phim vao chiéu thir Sau. Lii con trai s& khong xem, trong ltic chiéu phim bon con trai sé& thao
luan véi thiy gido day thé duc tir truong cap hai cir xudng.



Trong gid hoc Nancy guri cho t6i mot mau gidy viét Bat dau théi - Bé phim khing vé gidi tinh.

Khi t61 hot lai thi nho giai thich rang ban phy huynh b tién ra tai tro' va chuong trinh ndy c6 tén
Nhitng Piéu Cdc Ban Nit Can Biét.

Vé dén nha toi bao ludn véi me. “Thir Su ndy trudng con sé& to chirc chiéu phim day.”
“Me biét r61,” me t6i tra 10i. “Trudng da giri thu cho me. Phim vé kinh nguyét.”
“Chuyén ddy con biét hét rodi.”

“Me biét,” me ndi. “Nhung van can phai chiéu phim dé chic chin fdt cd cac ban nit déu biét,
phong truong hop me cac ban ay khong giai thich day du.”

“A rathé.”

Thir Sau, 1l ching t61 cuoi rac rich voi nhau sudt budi sang. Cudi cung, dén hai gid chiéuy, 1
con gai xép hang di vao phong chiéu. Chung t61 chiém hét ba hang ghé dau tién. Trén buc da c6 mot
phu nit mac bd d6 mau xam dung san. Mong c6 nay dén 1a hoanh trang. Va c6 ay cling d61 mii nira.

“Chao cac em,” ¢6 mo 1oi. Co cam mot chiéc khin tay, thinh thoang lai vay vé phia ching toi.
“Hom nay c6 s¢€ trinh bay vo1 cac em vé Nhitng Diéu Ban Gdi Nén Bzet do cong ty C6 gai Bi mat.
Sau khi cudn phim két thuc, chung ta s& thao luan thém.” Giong c6 rat du duong, nghe nhu ciia phat
thanh vién vay.

Pén phut tat va cuén phim bat dau. Nguoi thuyét minh trong phim doc 1a kinh ngu-y-é-t. “Cac
em hay nhd lay. Hién twong nay goi 1a kinh n-g-u-y-¢é-t.” Giong thuy€t minh vang 1&én. Gretchen ngoi
canh, da t61 mot phat, t61 ben d4 Nancy; thé la ching t61 cung bum miéng lai dé khong cudi thanh
tiéng,

Cuén phim giang giai vé budng trimg va 1y do vi sao phu nit ¢6 kinh ngu-y-é-t, nhung khong noi
ching t6i s& cam thiy thé ndo, chi trinh bay qua loa 1a s& khong dau, diéu nay thi ching t6i biét roi. Va
phim ciing khéng quay han canh phy nit ¢6 kinh nguyét. Phim chi noi do 1a diéu tuyét voi clia tao hoa
va chung t6i s& sém trd thanh phu nit, chi c¢6 thé. Hét phim c¢6 mic bd d6 xam hoi ching t6i xem c6
mudn hoi gi khong,

Nancy gio tay, khi dugc c6 PO Xam chi, nho hoi, “Thé con biang vé sinh dng thi sao a?”

C6 D6 Xam up khin tay 1én miéng, ho mot tiéng roi giai thich, “Khi cic em chua 16n han thi
khong nén dung bang vé sinh ong.”

Sau d6, c6 D6 Xam tir san khau di xudng, phan phat cho ching t6i nhitng quyén Nhitng Diéu
Ban Gdi Nén Biét nho nho. Quyén sach khuyén ching t6i nén st dung d6 vé sinh ca nhan ctia cong ty
Co gai Bi mat. Tat ca chi 13 quang céo. Ti tu nhi s& khong bao gio mua dd cta CO gai Bi mit ké cd
khi can.

Mii vé sau toi, Gretchen, Janie va Nancy van nhai theo cai giong kinh ngu-y-é-t ctia cudn phim
do6 ro1 cuoi nghiéng nga. Thay Benedict bao ching t61 phai gilr trat tu vi phai hoc rat nhi€u thi mad1 1é€n
dugc 16p Bay.



Mot tuan sau, Gretchen c6 kinh. Chung t61 tri€u tap ngay mét cude hop chiéu hom dé.
“T§ ¢6 t6i hdm qua. Cac cau c6 nhan ra khong?” nhé hoi.

“O1 Gretchen! Cau sudng thé!” Nancy la oai oai ca lén. “T¢d ¢t chac mam t¢ phai 1a dira dau
tién co day. T¢ 16n hon cdc cau ma!”

“Cai do khong nhét thiét,” Gretchen noi, vé am hiéu.

“Moi chuyén nhu thé nao?” i hoi.

“A, t& dang ngdi an toi thi thiy nhu c6 cai gi d6 dang chay ra.”
“Tiép di, tiép di.”

“Sau do t& chay vao nha tam, va théy thé bén goi me.”
“Roi sa0?” ti hoi.

“Me t& noi1 la dang an com.”

“Sao nira?” Janie hoi tiép.

“T¢ lai not 1a c6 chuyén quan trong.”

“Roi sa0?” Nancy giuc.

“Thé 14... &... me t& vao va t& cho me xem.” Gretchen dap.
“Sao nita?” Janie lai chat van.

“Liic day nha t& chang c6 d6 gi ca. Me t& hay dung biang vé sinh 6ng - thé 1a me t& goi dén hang
thuoc dat mua vai miéng.”

“Thé lac d6 cau lam gi?” Janie hoi.

“Té 16t cai khin trong quan thoi.”

“That thé 4?”” Nancy cudi nhu nic né.

“Phai thé cht bd,” Gretchen dap.

“Um... 16i sao nira?” t6i hoi.

“0)... khoang nira tiéng sau thi nguoi ta mang may thir d6 dén.”
“Gi nira?” Nancy van veo.

“Me t& day t& cach dan céi bang d6 vao quan 16t. Oi... ma céc cdu biét hét roi1 con gi...”



Nancy quau quo. “E Gretchen, bon minh d4 hira 13 s& ké cho nhau hét moi chuyén con gi.”
“Thi chang phai t& dang n6i day a?”
“Chua dt,” Nancy noi. “Cau cdm thdy thé nao?”

“Té hau nhu chang thdy sao ca. C6 luc thi cam giac nhu nd dang chay ra. Lic nd chay ra té
khong dau chit nao - nhung t61 qua may lan té bi co that.”

“Pau 14m khéng?” Janie hoi.
“Khéng, chi thiy khac khac ti thoi.” Gretchen noi. “O dudi, lan ra lung dy.”
“Thé cdu c6 thay minh 16n hon khong?” i hoi.

“Tat nhién ro1,” Gretchen tra 101 ngay. “Me t& bdo bay gid t& phai an udng can than boi vi ndm
nay t& béo 1én nhi€u. Véi ca té phai rira mat sach hon - dung xa bong ay.”

“Thé thoi a?”” Nancy hoi. “Hét roi a?”

“Xin 15i da 1am c4u that vong, Nancy. Nhung that sy chi co thé. A t6 quén mAt mot chuyén. Me
td bao co theé bay gio chua phai thang nao cling c6. Co khi mot thdi gian sau nd6 moi1 déu dan.”

“Thé cau dung do6 cua Co6 gai Bi mat a?” t61 hoi.
“Khong, hiéu thuoc dé ban do6 Piéu Pa Tuoi Moi Lon.”
“Chac td 1a nguoti tiép theo r61.” Nancy noi.

Janie va t6i nhin nhau. Chiing t6i ciing nghi thé.

Vé dén nha, t6i ké cho me nghe. “Gretchen Potter d c6 kinh nguyét roi day me a.”
“Thé 42” me to vé ngac nhién.

“Vang,” t0i khang dinh.

“Thé chic con ciing sip c6 thoi.”

“Bao nhiéu tudi thi me mdi c6 a?”

“Q)... hinh nhu muoi bén thi phai.”

“Muroi bon! Dién a. Con khong doi dén mudi bdn tudi dau.”

“Me e rang con khong lam dugc gi khdc dau, Margaret a. C6 nguoi c6 kinh nguyét som lam.
Nhung ba chi ho ctia me con dén tan ndm murd1 squ tudi maoi cé co.”

“Liéu con c6 thé khong nhi? Thé thi chét mat!”



“Néu dén mudi bdn tudi con van chura co, me s& dua con di bac si. Thoi dung sot rudt nira!”
“Lam sao khong sot rudt dugc khi con khong biét minh c6 binh thudng khong?”

“Me tin chic 1a con binh thuong.”

Chiia c6 do khong? La con, Margaret. Ban con, Gretchen da co kinh nguyét roi. Con thdy
ganh ti ddy Chiia a. Con biét la minh khdng nén tirc t6i nhung dung la con dang tirc 16i day:
Con woc sao Chua givp con mgt chut. Nancy tin chdc ban day sé som co kinh nguyét. Ma neu
la ngueoi cudi cung thi con khéng biét phai lam gi nita. Con cdau xin Chita! Con chi muon dwgc
binh thuong.

Ca nha Nancy s& di Washington dén hét ngay cudi tudn ky niém sinh nhat Lincoln. Nho chua vé
ma t61 da nhan dugc mdt tam buru thiép, chirng té dén noi 1a nhéd giri cho t61 luén. Trén tam buu thiép
do6 chi c6 ba tur.

MINH cO ROI'!

T6i xé nat tim buu thiép nho roi chay u vao trong phong. C6 gi d6 khong binh thudng trong t61.
T6i biét chac chin thé. Nhung t61 chang thé 1am duoc gi. Toi do ap xudng giudng, oa khoc. Tuan t6i
Nancy s& vé bat t6i nghe tir dau dén cudi chuyén kinh nguyét ctia nhd, va chuyén nhé da 16n nhu thé
nao. Toi chang hé mudn nghe tin vui chét tiét do!

Chiia ¢6 d6 khéng? La con, Margaret. Moi chuyén ngdy cang toi té. Con sé tré thanh dira
duy nhdt khong co kinh nguyet. Con biét thé, Chita a. Giong nhw con la dira duy nhat khéng
theo dao nao dy. Sao Chia khong giup con voi! Chang phai liic nao con ciing lam diéu Chiia
muon la gi! Xin Nguoi... cho con dwoc gidng moi nguoi.
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Me dua t6i dén trung tim Lincoln 1an thir hai. Chung toi dung thé ma ba d3 dang ky. Lan nay di
khong vui bang di v6i ba, vi thtr nhét, t6i khong duoc di xe buyt mot minh, thir hai la me thay budi hoa
nhac md1 tha vi chir khong phai viéc nhin moi nguoi. Toéi bén viét cho ba mot bire thu.

Ba than yéu,

Chau nhé ba 1am. Chac Florida vui phai biét.

Chuyén hoc hanh van ngon lanh. B6 me chau van khde. Va chau ciing vay.

T dau nam dén 210, chau maéi chi bi cam mot 1an va nhiém virus hai 1an. M6t 14n 1a non gi déy.

Chau quén mit khong ké véi ba qua dién thoai nhung luc hai me con chiu dén trung tim Lincoln,
tuy€t tan lam khap no1 w6t 1€p nhép nén chau khong ngoi1 ¢ dai nude duge. Chau phai di ca bot, the 1a
chan lai ra ddy m6 hoi sudt budi hoa nhac.

Me chau khong cho céi bot ra nhu ba dau.
Hom qua tuyét lai roi.

Chau dam cl}éc 13 ba khong bo 1§ ngam tuyét dau nhi! Nhung tuyét & New Jersey thich hon ¢
New York. Mot phan 1a vi ¢ day sach hon.

Yéu ba,

Margaret

Ba viét thu tra 161

Margaret yéu quy,

Ba cling nhé chau 1dm. Ba rat vui vi nhan dugc thu cta chau.

Luac chau 6m, me chau dua chau dén mot bac si g161 chr?

Néu & nha, ba s& hoi bac si Cohen xem & New Jersey c6 bac si ndo gioi.

Phai c6 mot hodc hai ong 1anh nghé ¢ d6 chi.



C6 1& chau bi cam vi nhiém lanh do di b6t ¢ trung tAm Lincoln ddy.

Me chau can phai rat kinh nghiém!

Tur ray chau ctr céi1 bot nhu ba chau minh van thuong lam - mac k¢ me chau no1 gi!
Chi c6 dung bao me chau 1a ba xui nhé.

O khéach san, ba gip mot ngudi dé chiu 1am. Ong Ay tén 13 6ng Binamin, ciing tir New York dén.
Ba va 6ng ay thuong di an to1, thinh thoang di xem hat.

Ong 4y goda vo, ba dira con thi déu c6 gia dinh ca r6i.

Chiing nghi dng ay nén di budc nita. Ong dy ciling tinh chuyén di budc nira.

Nhung ba ching néi gi! Mong sao ky nghi xuan téi day bd me chau s& cho chau dén & véi ba.
Chau c6 thich thé khong? Ba s& viét thu xin phép bé me chiu nhé.

Nhé can than va mic nhiéu quf?m 40 Amnhé! Va viét thu cho ba nita.

Yéu chéu nhat tran doi,

Ba nd1

Ba than yeéu,

B6 me chau bao chau ¢ thé dén choi voi ba vao ky nghi xuan, nhung bay gid 1ap ké hoach cu
thé thi ho1 sdm. Chau thich dén chét di duoc!

Chau dang dém nguoc timg ngdy day ndy. Ba biét diy, chau chua bao gio di miy bay. Va
Florida c6 vé vui biét bao! V&1 ca chiu cling muon xem chuyén cua ba vdi 6ng Binamin thé nao.

Thé ma trong dién thoai ba chang néi ti gi!

Chau van khoe. Tuyét dang tan.

Me chau dang v€ buc tranh méi. Buc nay ¢6 qua mo, nho va 14 thudng xuan.

A chau ké v6i ba 1 hai dira ban chau Gretchen va Nancy dé c6 kinh nguyét chua nhi?
Mong gap ba sém.

Yeéu va hon ba,

Margaret
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Chii nhat dau tién ciia thing Ba, Nancy ru t6i di New York mdt ngiy cung c4 gia dinh nho. Evan
ru ca Moose di. Ng@)i chung xe v6i Moose sudt ching duong tir nha dén thanh phd New York that 1a
suong, nhung gia day khong phai la cai xe thung cua nha Nancy thi tot. Hai anh thi ngdi & ghé sau,
chiing t6i ngdi & ghé gitta. Thé nén néu mudn ngim Moose thi t6i phai ngdi nguoc lai, ma nhu thé toi
s€ bi say.

Lan d6 chang toi dén thim nha hat Radio City. HOi nho, ba hay dua t6i dén day choi. Con bo me
cho rang noi nay chi chuyén déph cho dan du lich. T6i muén dugc ngdi canh Moose biét chirng nao
nhung anh va Evan lai ngo6i tit dang kia.

Sau budi biéu dién, bd me Nancy dua cé 1di dén nha hang Steak Place dé an t6i. Goi mon xong,
Nancy va to1 ru nhau vao phong vé sinh. May sao trong day chua c6 a1 vi chi c6 dang hai bon cau, ma
ca hai dura thi khong nhin thém duogc nira. Vira luc t61 gidi quyet xong, Nancy bat dau rén ri.

“Oi 6i... khong.”

“Sao day Nancy?” tdi voi hoi.

“Oi dung... khong...”

“Cau bi sao thé?” T6i dap vao cai vach ngin giira hai phong,
“Goi me t& vao... nhanh 1én di!” nho thi thim.

T6i dung trudc ctra phong nho. “Cau sao ddy?” t6i day cira nhung Nancy da khoa lai. “Mé ctra
ra di.”

Nancy bat dau khoc. “Ra go1 me t6 di ma.”
“DPugc, t& goi day. Té quay lai ngay.”
T6i chay 40 ra chd ban dn, cau cho Nancy dirng c6 ngit hay bi 1am sao trudc khi t6i quay lai.

T61 n61 tham v c6 Wheeler, “Nancy bi 6m. Ban ay dang khoc ¢ trong phong vé sinh, ban ay
go1 ¢0 vao a.”

C6 Wheeler dirng phat day theo toi chay vao phong vé sinh. Trong d6 Nancy van khoc rung rirc.
ay ay s y

“Nancy!” c6 Wheeler goi, c6 day canh cira.

“Me o1... con s¢ lam! Giap con v6i... me 01.”

“Ctra khoa ro1, Nancy. Me khong vao dugc,” cd Wheeler tra 101. “Con phai mo ctra ra chi.”



“Con khong m¢ dugc... khong duoc...” Nancy van khoc.
“Chau c6 thé chui tir bén dudi vao ro1 mé cua,” té1 goi y. “Chau vao nhé?” té1 hoi lai 1an nira.
Co6 Wheeler gat dau.

T6i quan vat vay quanh dui dé no khong quét xudng dudi san nha roi bd vao bén trong. Nancy
van up mat vao tay khoc nirc nd. T61i mé cira cho c6 Wheeler, sau d6 ding canh cai bon cho doi.
Khong biét Nancy ¢6 phai dén bénh vién khong nhi? Cau cho nho khong bi bénh truyén nhiém gi do.

Vai phﬁt sau, cO Wheeler m& cira danh tich mot cai doan dua cho t6i mot it tién 1é. “Margaret,
lay cho ¢o miéng bang v¢ sinh nheé!” Va t61 kinh ngac khi ¢6 no1 tiép: “O cai may ban bang v¢ sinh tu
dong trén twong ay. Nancy c6 kinh roi.”

“Lan nao ban 4y ciing hoang hét thé a?”

“Pay 14 ky kinh nguyét dau tién ctia con bé,” cd6 Wheeler giai thich. “N6 so qua dy ma.” Nancy
van dang khoc va lién mom thi tham gi do.

Khong thé tin dugc! Nancy, cai gi cling biét! Nho di lira toi vé vu kinh nguyét. Trude d6 nho
chua hé co6 kinh!

To1 nhét tién xu vao trong cai may va kéo can. Mot mi€éng bang v¢ sinh boc trong giay bia nay
ra. To1 dua cho c6 Wheeler.

“Nancy, binh tinh nao,” t61 nghe me nhd noi. “Néu con cit khoc thé thi 1am sao me giap duogc.”

Gia sir hom ay t6i khong c6 & do, t6i s& khong bao gior biét Nancy da noi doi t6i. Ma c6 18 nhu
thé lai t6t.

Cudi cung hai me con Nancy budc ra khéi phong vé sinh, c6 Wheeler bao Nancy nén rira mat
cho tinh tdo trude khi di ra ngoai. “Me s€ ra trude no1 d€ moi nguoi yén tim,” me Nancy bao. “Nhung
cac con dung ¢ 1au qua nhé.”

T6i khong biét noi gi nita. Biét noi gi khi phat hién ra ban minh 12 mot ké noi doi!

Nancy rtra mit va tay. Toi dua cho nho hai cai khin giay dé lau. “Cau khong sao chir?” to1 hoi.
Luc doé to1 cam thay budn cho nhd. T61 cling mudn ¢é kinh 1am, nhung khong dén no1 phai noi doi.

Nancy quay sang toi. “Margaret, xin cdu dirng ké cho ai.”
“Qi Nancy...”

“T& noi1 that déy. Néu hai nho kia biét, t& s& chét mat. Hira véi t& 1a clu khong ké nhé,” nho nin

“T¢d khong ké dau.”

“Lan day t¢ tuong 13 t ¢ rdi. Khong phai 13 t& bia chuyén dau. Chi 13 t6 nhim thoi.”



“U,” t6i tra 1oi.
“Cau khong ke cho ai khac nghe chu?”
“T& bao khong ro1 ma.”

Chang t6i trd lai ban an t6i véi moi ngudi. Mon bit tét vira duoc mang ra. Toi ngdi canh
Moose. Anh ¢6 mui gi d6 thom thom. Khéng biét c¢6 phai anh cao rau khong boi vi anh 1am t6i nhd
dén mui kem dudng sau khi cao rau ctia bd. Toi cham phai tay anh miy 1an vi anh thuan tay trai, toi
thudn tay phai, thé 1a thinh thoang lai dung. Anh bao van hay bi dung thé khi ngdi an cing moi ngudi.
Nhét dinh anh s& dimg s6 mdt trong quyén S6 Con trai cua t6i, mic di ngodi toi ra khong ai biét diéu
do.

T6i chi an duoc mot nira suat bit tét. C6 Wheeler bao ngudi ta cho nira con lai vao trong tai
mang vé cho chd. Toi biét nha Nancy khong c6 chd nhung tat nhién t61 khong noi voi ¢ phuc vu ban.

Chita c6 d6 khéng? La con, Margaret. Nancy la dira doi trd. Nhé bia chuyén lira con! Con
khong bao gio tin nho nita. Con sé cho Chua cho con biét con cé binh thuong khong. Néu
Chiia cho con mét déiu hiéu g1 do thi tot biét bao. Néu khong con sé danh co cho doi. Chi xin
Chua mot diéu, Chiia dirng dé con ¢ kinh ¢ truong vi néu phdi néi véi thay Benedict thi con
chét mat. Ta on Chia.
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Hom mung 8 thang Ba, t6i tron mudi hai tudi. Viéc dau tién toi 1am 1a hit hit nich, giong nhu me
Van lam. Khong c6 mui! To1 khong ngul thay mui gi kho chiu ca. Nhung ma bay gio dd muo1 hai tu6i
roi, t6i quyét dinh s& dung ldn khir mui, dé phong xa. T6i chay vao phong tim 1ay lo lan khir mui ctia
me. Mic quin 4o xong xudi, toi a0 xudéng bép an sang.

“Chiuc muirng sinh nhat con, Margaret!” Me vira hat vira cui xuong hon to1 trong khi t61 udng ly
nudc cam cua minh.

“Cam on me!” t6i ndi. “Con vira dung lan khir mii ctia me day.”

Me cudi 4m lén. “Con khong can phai dung do cua me. Me s& mua cho con.”

“That chir a?” t61 hoi.

“Chac chan rdi, néu con muén dung thudng xuyén.”

“Um, con nghi 1a nén dung. Bay gio con dd muoi hai tudi roi con gi.”

“Me biét... me biét.” Me vira mim cudi vira cit miy lat chudi dé 1én banh ngii coc cho toi

Ba ndi giri cho t61 mot trai pMéu tiét kiém tri gia mot tram d6 nhu ba V?ln lam hang nam - cong
thém ba cai 4o len md1 c¢6 ghi chit DANH RIENG CHO CHAU... BA NOI LAM, mdt by d6 boi moi

tinh va mot vé may bay ti Florida! Vé khir hoi, khai hanh vao budi trua ngay ming 4 thang Tu tir san
bay Newak. That khoai biét bao!

O trudng, thiy Benedict bat tay chic i tudi mdi nhiéu may man. Thay bat nhip ca 16p hat bai
“Chac ming sinh nhat” t6i. Nancy, Janie va Gretchen gop tién mua cho t6i album méi ctia Mice Men.
Ca hoi ting tdi vao luc an trua. Nancy giri riéng cho 61 mot tim thiép sinh nhat, ghi 1a Ngan lan cam
on nguoi ban 10t nhdt trén doi cia té. Toi nghi chic nho van so t6i 1am 10 bi mat ciia nhé.

Chiéu hom d6, thdy Benedict thong bao rang trong ba tuan tGi mot phan budi hoc s& duoc danh
cho hoat dong nhom. Chiing t6i s& tim hiéu vé cac nuoc trén thé gidi. Janie, Nancy, Gretchen va toi
nhin nhau ra hiéu s& 1am cting nhom, dwong nhién 14 thé roi.

Nhung thdy Benedict thit dung 1a 1dm chiéu! Thiy mudn chung t6i 1am viéc v6i nhitng ban ma
chua 1am cung trudce day nén thiy d3 phan nhom dau vao diy hét rdi. Day, ban hiéu gido vién méi ra
truong 13 thé nao chwa! Thay khong biét ¥ tuong d6 té oi 13 t& sao? Thay khong biét 1a phai dé ching
t6i tir ghép nhom sao? Gido vién chang bao gid thang thimg noéi 14 ho di chon ai 1am viée véi ai ca.
That chan khi ho bién ching ta thanh ké ngdc vi bat chiing ta chon mot chii dé nao d6 trong khi ho biét
thtra 1a ching ta s€ 1am gi. Nhung chuyén nay thi thyc sy nyc cuoi!

T6i nghi thiy Benedict khong cho chuyén nay 1a nyc cudi vi thiy dang doc tén cta tirmg nhom.



Mobi nhém c6 bon dira. Hai trai, hai gai, con mot nhdm cudi cung cé ba dira con gai. T6i thuc su
khong tin vao tai minh khi thay doc t€n cac thanh vién trong nhoém cua t61. Norman Fishbein, Philip
Leroy, Laura Danker va t61! T61 liéc vé phia Janie. N6 nhin t6i. T61 rudn may lai.

Thiy Benedict yéu cau chung t6i xép lai ban theo nhom. T6i s€ phai noi chuyén voi Laura
Danker! Khong sao tranh dugc chuyén nay. Toi cting s€ phai danh nhi€u thoi gian vé1 Philip Leroy,
nghi dén théi cling thay kha 1a thi vi.

Viéc dau tién Philip 1am sau khi ching t6i quiy miy cai ban lai 13 hat cho i nghe.

Chac murng sinh nhat ban,
Ban song trong s thu,
Trong ban nhu mot con khi,

Va ban cling ¢6 mui ctia mot con khi!

ROi cdu ta véo canh tay t6i mdt cai - rd dau! Pau dén chay nudc mit. Cu ta bao, “Véo thé dé
ciu 16n thém vai phan. Va cu biét 1a nén 16n thém & bd phan nao roi day!”

T6i biét 6 chi 1a mot trd dua va khong nén nghlem trong hoa van dé. Mot 1a vi, t6i khéng co
mui ctia con khi nao hét. T6i da dung lan khur mui réi ma! Hai la, t01 6 phai 16n thém vai phan o bdt
ky chd ndo ciing khéng phai viéc dé Philip Leroy xia mili vao! Vé phan minh t6i cho 12 Nancy cé thé
gianh lay cu ta. Hai dira that 1 xtimg d6i.

Té hon 1a t6i lai phai ngoi d6i dién voi Laura Danker. Toi ghét nho. Toi ghét béi nho phong
phao, xinh dep khién tat ca lii con trai déu phai ngam nhin, ke ca thiy Benedict. Toi cling ghét nho boi
nho biét minh phat trién binh thuong con t61 chang biét gi vé& ban than minh ca. Tdi ciling ghét ca thay
Benedict vi thay ludn ghép tdi véi thing Norman Fishbein, cai thing kho chiu 4y!

Thé 1a cudi cung sinh nhat ctia t6i, 18 ra phai 12 ngiy hoan hao nhat trong doi t6i, lai hoa ra toi
t€. To1 hdo hurc cho dén ky nghi xuan. Diéu t6t dep duy nhat ma t61 ¢6 thé mong chd 1a chuyén di t&i
Florida. T61 chan trudong hoc lam roi.
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O nha, me t6i bao chua bao gio thiy t6i co tAm trang toi t& dén thé bao gid. TAm trang toi t& d6
kéo dai hét ba tudn 1am viéc nhom ngu ngdc. Chan nhét 1a nhom cua tdi da quyét dinh trinh bay vé
nude Bi vai sd phiéu ung hd ba trén bon. T6i mudn 1am vé mdt dat nude tha vi hon, nhu Phap hoac
Tay Ban Nha chang han. Nhung tdi da thua.

Thé 1a t6i an, thd va nga cung nudc Bi trong ba tuan. Philip Leroy 1a mot dtra phién ha. Téi nhan
ngay ra diéu d6. Tét ca nhitng gi cau ta lam chi 13 tréu choc moi ngudi. Trong luc 1am bai, khi Laura,
Norman va to61 ban ron tra ctru sach tham khao, thi Philip chi mai mé v€ mat cuo1 1€n vo. Hai ngay
lién, cdu ta gidu truyén tranh trong v dé 1én doc. Norman rat ¢6 ging nhung cdu ta chdm lam! Va toi
khong thé chiu ndi cach ciu ta doc thAm ma miéng ciing mip may theo. Laura lam viéc rat hiéu qua.
Nhung di nhién, t6i khong bao gio ndi ra diéu do.

T6i tuan 1am viéc nhom thir ba, Laura va t6i da xin phép ¢ lai truong dé nghién ctru trong thur
vién. Chung toi can thém thoi gian tra ciru tir dién bach khoa. Me s& don t6i trudc cong truong lic bon
g0 ba muoi. Laura di bd tir trudng té1 nha thd vi nho con phai di xung to1.

Gio thi diéu d6 khién toi bat dau suy nghi. Mot 13, toi chua biét nho theo dao Thién Chta. Hon
nita, t01 tu hoi khong biét nho sé& nbi gi khi xung t01. Li¢u nho c6 noi vé nhitng viéc nhd lam cung 1i
con trai khong? Va néu dung thé thi linh muc bao gi nho? Mdi khi 1am mét viée gi xau, nho c6 di xung
t6i khong? Hay dé danh mdi thing di mot 1an?

To1 ban nghi vé Laura va chuyén xung t01 cua nhd dén mirc quén hét nuéc Bi. Va co 1€ to1 sé
chang noi gi néu khong phai 1a vi Laura. Nhé gdy chuyén véi toi trude. Vi the tat ca 1a tai nho.

“Cau dang chép nguyén xi tir quyén Cudn sdch Thé gidi,” nho khé noi.
“Thé thi sa0?”

“0, cau khong dugc lam thé,” nho giai thich. “Cau phai doc roi viét lai béng cau tir cua minh.
Cau ma chép nguyén xi thi thay Benedict s€ biét ngay.”

Binh thuong, t61 khong bao gio chép nguyén xi. TOi cling biét 16 quy dinh giéng nhu Laura.
Nhung vi t61 dang ban suy nghi vé nhing viéc khac va du sao thi Laura la ai ma dam ra I¢énh cho
nguo1 khac nhu thé? Lam nhu minh oai lam ay!

Thé 1a t6i bao: “O, ciu nghi ciu gidi 1am phai khong?”
Nhé dap: “Cha lién quan gi t¢1 gioi hay khong giodi ca.”
T61 bén noi: “Pang nao thi t& cling biét hét vé caurdi!”

Nho tra 10i: “Thé nghia 1a thé nio?”



Té1 day thi co tha thu nhic nhé: “Cac em - hay trat tw hon mot chut.”
Sau do, Laura quay lai 1am viéc. Nhung t61 thi khong.

“T¢ da nghe hét moi chuyén vé ciu va Moose Freed,” toi thi thAm.
Laura dit bat xuéng nhin t6i. “Cau nghe cdi gi vé t& va Moose Freed?”
“O vé viéc cau va Moose Freed thim thut véi nhau éy,” t01 nol.

“T& lam thé dé lam gi?” Laura hoi.

Nho thue 1a thon! “Té khong biét cdu 1am thé dé 1am gi. Nhung t& biét tai sao bon con trai 1am
")’

nhu thé... chiing n6 ra day dé c6 thé so mo cau hay gi do va cau dé ching n6 lam vay!

Nho dong sap quyén tur dién bach khoa lai rdi dung 1én. Khuén mat do lung va mot duong gan
xanh n6i 1én & ¢ nhd rd mén mot. “Cau 1a do noéi doi ban thiu! PO con lon!” Chua ai goi tdi bang
nhirng cai t€n nhu vay trong doi.

Laura vo v01 sadch v& va 4o khoac ro1 chay ra khoi thu vién. Toi cling vo 1ay d6 cua minh, chay
theo.

Té1 da thye sy lam mot chuyén kinh khung. Va t61 tham chi con khong nghi 1a s€ lam thé. Sao ma
t6i gidng Nancy thé co chir. D6 1a khi tdi nhan ra rang Nancy di bia ra tat ca moi chuyén vé Laura.
Hoic c6 thé Moose va Evan da bbc phét chi dé khoe khoang. Phai, t6i c4 1a hai nguoi d6! Moose ciing
12 mot tén néi ddi trang tron!

“Nay Laura! Doi1 da,” to1 goi.

Nhoé budc nhanh qua - c6 1€ bdi vi chan nhé dai. To61 van chay theo. Cudi cung khi duoi kip nho,
to1 gan nhu khong thd n61 nira. Laura van bude di ma khong thém nhin t61. To1 khong trach gi ca. Toi
budc di bén canh. Bon budce cua t61 mdi bang hai budce cua nho.

“Nay,” t01 no1 vo1 nho. “Té khong néi 1a co gi sai khi cau lam nhu vay.”

“That 1a ghé tom khi cac cau gdy chuyén vdi t& chi vi t& phong phao!” Laura vira ndi vira sut sit
khoc.

T61 mudn bao nhéd xi miii ra. “Té khong c6 ¥ xic pham cau,” t61 thanh minh. “Tai cdu khoi mao
trude day chu.”

“T& 4? Hay dy! Cau nghi tréu t& 1a vui 1am phai khong?”
“Khong,” to1 dap.

“Cau khong nghi 1a t& ciing biét hét vé cdu va hdi ctia cau a? Theo cau thi c6 gi hay ho khi 1a
dtra 16n nhat 16p?”

“T¢& khong biét,” t61 no1. “T¢ chua bao gio nghi dén chuyén do.”



“Thé thi cdu thir nghi di. Hay thir nghi xem cu s& cam thiy thé nao khi phai mic 4o 16t tir nim
16p Bon, r61 chuyén moi ngudi cudi nhao cau nhu thé ndo va cau luén phai khoanh tay trudc nguc ra
sao. Cur thr nghi t&1 viéc bon con trai goi cau bang nhirng cai tén ban thiu chi boi vi hinh dang cua ciu
di.”

To1 da nghi veé dieu do. “T6 rat tiec, Laura,” t01 noi.
“Chac chanroi!”

“T¢ thuc su rat tiec. Néu cau mudn biét sy that thi... rm, t& muén dugce c6 ngoai hinh nhu cau
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“T& rat vui long do1 cho cho cau. Bay gio t& phai di xung t61.” Nho budc di vira noi gi do ve
nhitng nguo1 1am sai luén phai di xung to1 thé nao.

T61 nghi, co 1€ nho noi ding. Co 1€ t01 moi 1a dira phai di xung t0i. Toi di theo Laura to1 nha
tho. Chi cach truong c6 hai toa nha. Toi van con phai cho me nua tleng nita co ma. T61 bang qua
duong va nap sau bui cdy theo doi Laura budc 1én bac thang roi bién mat trong nha tho.

Sau do, to1 trd lai phia bén kia duong ma chay 1én bac thang gach. Té1 md cura, nhin vao bén
trong. Khong trong thay Laura dau ca. To6i bude vao nha tho, ron rén di gitra gido duong.

Khong gian that yén lang, Toi ty hoi diéu gi s& xay ra néu toi hét 1én; tat nhién toi biét 1a minh s&
khong hét, nhung t61 khong thé khong ban khoan xem mot ti€ng hét s€ vang nhu thé nao trong khong
gian nay.

T61 nong ruc nguoti vi cai do khoac day, nhung van khong co1 ra. Mot luc sau, thay Laura budc
ra khoi mot canh cura, t6i lién ngoi thup xudng sau hang ghe dé nho khong nhin thdy. Nho khong thém
liéc vé phia toi. Toi nghi nhé khong mat nhiéu thoi gian dé xung toi.

That ky cuc. Hai chan t6i bdng yéu xiu. Ngay khi Laura ra khoi nha tho, 61 dimg day ngay. Toi
cling dinh di vi da hen me ¢ truong. Nhung t61 khong ra cura truede nha tho ma vong nguoc lai.

To1 dig trude canh ctra ma Laura vira budce ra. Bén trong c6 gi nhi? Toi mé hé cura. Khong co
ai & bén trong ca. Trong nd gidng nhu mdt bot dién thoai co6 vach go. To1 budc vao roi dong cua lai.
T61 cho dgi mot dicu gi do xdy ra. Khong biét phai 1am gi nén t61 chi ngoi do.

Cudi cung toi nghe thdy mot giong ndi. “Co chuyén gi vy con cua ta?”

Pau tién t6i tuong d6 1a Chaa. Toi thuc long, thuc 10ng nghi d6 12 Chua, thé 13 tim t6i bat dau
loan nhip va to1 va mo hoi trong cai 4o khoac, lai c6 phan chong mét nira. Nhung r61 to1 nhén ra do chi
l1a vi linh myc ng01 ¢ phong bén. Linh myc khong nhin thay toi va t6i ciing khong tréng thay ong nhung
ching t6i c6 thé nghe thiy tiéng ctia nhau. Ay vay ma, t6i van chang ndi gi.

“C6 chuyén gi vay, con ctia ta?”” dng nhic lai.

“Con... con... 0... 0...” to1 bat dau.

“Con c6 chuyén gi?” vi linh myc hoi t6i.



“Con xin 101,” t01 thi tham.

T6i mo tung ctra rdi chay trén 16i di gilta ra khoi nha thd. Toi vira chay vé trudng vira khoc
rung ric, budn non kinh khing va sg 12 s& nén mat. Roi toi trong thdy me dang chd trong xe, t6i bén
1én phia ghé sau va phin bua 1a t6i dang mét 1am. Toi dudi ngudi nam dai trén ghé. Me 14i xe vé thang
nha va t6i khong phai ké bat cir diéu gi kinh khing minh vira 1am béi vi me nghi t6i bi dm tht.

T6i hom d6, me mang mot bat xap 18n phong t6i va ngdi canh giwdng trong khi chd toi dn. Me
noi1 chdc to1 b1 nhiém vi rat hay gi d6 va me mung 1a t61 da cam thay kha hon nhung néu mai t61 khong
thich di hoc thi me cling khong €p. R61 me tat den, hon toi chuc ngt ngon.

Chila ¢é d6 khéng? La con, Margaret. Hom nay con da lam mét chuyén kinh khing ldam.
Kinh khung lcfm a! Chdc chan con la nguoi kinh khing nhat trén doi va khéong xirng ding
huéng diéu gi tot dep ca. Con dd gay chuyén voi Laura Danker. Con da gdy sw voi nho. Pung
la con dd lam tén thwong Laura. Tai sao Ngwoi dé con lam diéu d6? Con dd tim kiém Nguwoi.
Con dé tim Ngwoi trong dén tho. Con da tim Nguoi trong nha tho. Va hém nay, con da tim
Nguwoi khi con muén xung t6i. Nhung Ngwoi khong cé & d6. Con khdéng cam thdy Newoi ¢é ¢
dé gi ca. Khéng giong nhw khi con néi chuyén véi Nguwoi vao budi toi. Tai sao vy ha Chiia?
Tai sao con chi cam thdy ¢é Ngwoi khi con ¢ mét minh?
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La thu t6i trude ky nghi xuan dang mot tudn. Chi co diéu khong phai 13 thu cua ba ndi va nd
khong noi vé chuyén di toi Florida. D6 1a thu ciia 6ng ba ngoai Mary va Paul Hutchins cta t6i. Chuyén
ndy dang 1a hét strc ky la vi tir khi ong ba tir me t6i do me két hon voi nguoi ma 6ng ba khong ung v,
ong ba khong bao gid viét thu cho me. BO t6i, von khong nghi t6t vé ho, lién ndi khing.

“Sao ho lai c6 dia chi nha minh? Tra 1oi cau hdi dé ot ndy ctia anh di! Sao ho lai c6 dja chi nha
minh?”

Me chi khé khang dap. “Em di giri cho bd me mdt tim thiép Giang sinh. Vay d6.”

B6 hét 1én. “Anh khong thé tin em, Barbara! Sau mudi bdn nim, em lai gui cho o mot tAm thi¢p
Giang sinh sa0?”

“Em d3 mui 10ng. Thé nén em da giri mot tim thiép. Em khong viét gi ca. Chi ¢ tén chiing minh
tho1.”

B6 61 dir du 14 thu trudc midt me. “VAy 1a bay gid, sau mudi boén nim - muwoi bon ndm,
Barbara! Gio ho lai déi y a?”

“B6 me mudn gip gia dinh minh. Thé thoi.”

“Ho muon gap em, khong phai anh! Ho muon gdp Margaret! D€ chac chan la con bé khong moc
4 '99

sung do!
“Herb! Théi di! Anh 16 bich r6i day...”
“Anh 16 bich! Budn cudi that day, Barbara. That 1a budn cudi day.”

“Bd me biét con nghi gi khong?” tdi héi bd me minh. “Con nghi ca hai nguoi dang t6 ra 16 bich
thi c6!” Tdi chay ra khoi bép, lao 1én gic vé phong minh. Toi dong sam cira lai. Toi ghét phai thdy bo
me cdi nhau trudc mat t6i. Tai sao ho khong biét 1a t6i ghét chuyén nay dén nhuong nao! Sao ho khong
hiéu 1a nhitng 161 ho thét ra nghe khung khiép ra sao? Toi van nghe thay tiéng ho dang quat thao khong
dut. Toi vira 1ay tay bit tai vira di vé phia bén kia phong dén chd may nghe nhac. Roi t6i dung mot tay
dé bat dia Mice Men to hét c&. Nhu thé - nhur thé kha hon nhiéu.

Vai phat sau, canh ctra phong toi bat mé. B t6i di thing téi chd may nghe nhac rdi gat nit tit.
Me cam 14 thu trong tay. Mat me do hoe. To1 khong noi gi ca.

Bo di di lai lai. “Margaret,” cudi cung bo nodi. “Viéc nay lién quan dén con. B6 nghi trudc khi
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chiing ta 1am gi hay n61 gi do thi con nén doc 14 thu ctia 6ng ba ngoai da. Barbara...” B0 chia tay ra.

Me dua 14 thu cho b 161 bd dua lai cho t6i. Chit viét trong thu nghiéng nghiéng va dep nhu chir



in, gidéng nhu chit ban méi tap viét hdi 16p Ba vay. Toi ngdi thup xudng giudng.

Gui Barbara,
B6 me di nghi nhiéu vé con. B4 me gia that 1.
Me nghi chic con kho 10ng tin duoc. Nhung diing 1a nhu vay.

Bdng nhién, bo me muon gip dia con gai duy nhat ctia minh hon hét thay. B6 me cir bin khoin
rang co phai muo1 bon ndm trude minh da pham phai sai 1am khong.

B6 me da ban bac chuyén nay véi vi myc su va cling la ban than ctia con, Reverend Baylor.
Con con nhé Ong ay phai khong. Chua o1, khi con bé ti, 6ng ay da 1am 1€ rira t01 cho con day.

Ong 4y no6i lam lai khong bao gior 13 qua mudn. Vi vy bd me sé& bay vé phia bong mot tuan va
hy vong con s& dé bo me ghé tham lam quen véi chau gai clia ching ta, Margaret Ann. B6 me giri kém
ca chi tiét vé chuyén bay trong thu nhé.

Me cua con,

Mary Hutchins

That 1a mot birc thu budn ndén! Cha trach bd t6i phat dién 1én. Trong thu thim chi khéng hé nhac
dén bo.

T6i dua thu lai cho bd, nhung khong néi gi boi t6i khong biét phai noi gi nira.
“Ho s& t&i vao ngay mung 5 thang Tu,” b noi.

“O1, vay dang nao thi con cling khong gap ong ay,” t61 noi, mat sang 1én. “Con s€ di Florida vao
ngay mung 4.”

Me nhin bé.
“Phai khong a? Con di Florida vao ngay mung 4 con gi!” to1 noi.

Hai nguoi van ching noi gi va mot phit sau thi t6i dd biét moi chuyén - t6i dd biét minh s&
khong di Florida nira! Va ltc do t6i c6 nhiéu diéu dé ndi. Nhiéu diéu!
“Con khong mudn gdp ong ba ngoai,” to1 gao 1én. “Nhu thé 1a khong cong bang! Con muon di

"77

Florida & v&1 ba ndi. Bo - di ma!

“Con dirng nhin bd,” bd ling 1& noéi. “Po khong phai 16i cta bd. Bb khong giri thiép Giang sinh
cho ho.”

“Me!” t6i khoc 16c. “Me khong thé 1am vay véi con. Khong thé! Thé 13 khong cong bang - khong



cong bang'” Toi ghét me. Toi thuc 1ong ghét me. Me that 1a ngdc. Me phai giri cho ho mot tam thiép
ngd ngan dé 1am gi co chi!

“Thoi nao, Margaret. Pay dau phai ngay tan thé dau con,” me vira no61 vira vong tay 6m lay toi.
“Con s¢€ di Florida vao dip khac.”

To1 lach nguoi ra khéi vong tay me khi bo néi, “A1 dé phai goi dién cho ba dé bao vé thay doi
trong ké hoach di.”

“Em s€ ndo1 may d€ Margaret ndi véi ba ludn bay gio,” me noi.

“O1 khong!” t61 kéu 1én. “Me di ma no1 voi ba ay. Day khong phai y cua con!”

“Pugc roi,” me lang 1€ dap. “Puoc ro1, me s€ noi vay.”

T61 theo bé me 1€n phong hg. Me t61 nhac ong nghe yéu cau dugc néi may truc tiép vdi ba noi
tai khach san ba dang ¢. Sau vai phut me néi, “Chao me, con Barbara day a... Khong ¢6 chuyén gi a...
Moi thtr déu oOn... Vang, ding thé ma... Tat nhién la con chac... Chi la Margaret s€ khong thé t&1 tham

dugc nira... Tat nhién chau dang ¢ day... chau dang & ngay canh con... Vang, me n6i chuyén voi chau
nhé...”

Me dua dng nghe vé phia toi, nhung t6i 1dc dau khong chiu cam may. Thé 1a me bit 6ng nghe lai
thi tham, “Ba nd1 nghi 1a con b1 6m. Con phai n61 vd1 ba 1a con khong sao hét.”

T6i cam Ong nghe. “Ba oi,” toi ndi, “Chau Margaret day a...”

T6i nghe tiéng ba thd phio & ddu day bén kia.

“Khong c6 chuyén gi dau, ba... Khong, chau khong bi 6m... Khong ai bi 0m ca. Tat nhién chau
chac chir... Nhung chdu mudn dén & v6i ba lam. Chi c6 diéu chéu khong dugc di nira.” Toi thay nuée
mét minh trao ra. Co hong t61 nghen lai. Mg t61 ra hi€u bao t61 ndi nét cho ba nghe. “Chau khong to1
Florida dugc vi vao dung tuin d6 nha chau c6 khach.” Gid day t6i bat dau cao giong birc xuc.

Ba hoi t61, khach nao?

“La ong ba ngoai chau,” to1 dap. “Tuc la bé me clia me chiu 4y a... Pung ra 1a c6 ai moi ong
ba dau... nhung me chau da giri cho 6ng ba mot tAm thiép Giang sinh cung dia chi mo1 cua nha chau va
thé 13 bay gio c6 mot bire thu guri t61 ndi 1a ho s€ t6i va ho muon gip chau... Chau biét ba ciing mudn
gip chau lam. Va chau cling muén gip ba nhung me chau khong cho...”

ROi t61 bat dau khoc oa 1én, thé 13 me t6i cam 14y 6ng nghe.

“Chung con rat tiéc. Chuyén 1a nhu vay. Margaret da hiéu roi. Con hy vong me ciing hiéu cho
con. Cam on me. Con biét la me s€ hiéu ma... Vang, anh Herb van 6n. Con s€ chuyén may cho anh ay.
Me cho con mdt lat.” Té1 chay 1€n gac trong khi bo ndi, “Con chao me.”

Chila ¢6 d6 khéng? La con, Margaret. Con dau khé qud! Moi thit déu Ion tiing phéo cd
lén. Tdt ca moi thir! Con nghi chac day la sw trung phat vi con da cu xu khong tot. Con nghi



chdc Nguoi cho rang nhie thé la cong bang khi bat con phdi chiu dung chuyén nay vi nhitng gi
con da lam voi Laura. Co dung khong a? Nhung con da luon luon co gang lam diéu Nguwoi
muon con lam. Thuwc sw ddy a. Xin Ngwoi dieng dé ho téi. Xin Ngwoi hdy lam gi d6 dé con lai
dwoc di Florida bang bat cir gid nao. Xin Nguoi...
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Tuan d6, me to1 lao vao don dep nha ctra, con t61 lai cho do1 diéu gi do xay ra. To1 nghi s€ co
mot birc dién nodi rang cudi cung thi ong ba khong thé tdi duge. Toi chac mam Chia chi mudn trimg
phat t61 vai ngay thdi. Khong phai 1a ca ky nghi xuan.

“Vui vé 1én con, Margaret,” me t61 noi luc cd nha dang an toi. “Moi chuyén khong dén noi t¢
nhu vé bé ngoai dau.”

“Sao me c6 thé vui vé khi ong ba dén a?” t61 hoi. “Sau tat ca moi1 chuyén me da ké cho con nghe
veé ho? - Sao thé a?”

“Me mudn chimg to cho 6ng ba thdy me dd xoay x tot nhur thé ndo trong mudi bén nam khong
c6 sy hd tro tir ho. Va me mudn cho 6ng ba thay gia dinh tuyét voi ctia ching ta.”

B6 t6i bao, “Em khong thé mong Margaret qua ddi vui mirng khi ké hoach cua con da bi thay doi
vao phut cudi.”

“Anh,” me t6i ndi. “Em van chua thé tha thir cho bd me. Anh biét diéu d6 ma. Em sé& khong bao
g10 tha thr. Nhung b6 me s& td1. Em khong thé n61 khong. Hay c6 gang hiéu em... ca hai bo con... nhé.”

Trudc day, me chua bao gid dé nghi t61 nhu vay. Thuong thi t6i mubn me cd ging hiéu cho ti.

B6 hon 1én ma me trong lic me don dep bat dia. B htra s& ¢ gang hét strc. Va toi ciing hira. Me
hon lai hai bd con t6i va nodi rang me c6 gia dinh tuyét voi nhat trén doi.

Ngay mung 5 thang Tu, hai me con 1ai xe t6i sin bay Newak dé dén ong ba. B t6i khong di vi
nghi 1a nén ¢ nha don 6ng ba thi hon.

Sudt doan duong ra san bay, me huong dan to1. “Margaret, me khong bién minh cho 6ng ba
ngoai. Nhung me mubn con biét rang ho cling ¢o niém tin. Va muoi boén nim trude... ong ba di 1am
viéc minh cho 1a dung. Mic du ching ta biét viéc d6 that tan nhin. Tin ngudng quan trong voi ong ba
dén murc 4y ddy. Con c¢6 hiéu y me n6i khong?”

“Phan nao do a,” to61 noi.

Khi san bay théng bao chuyén bay s6 894 tir Toledo sap ha canh, t6i di theo me t6i cong. Toi
nhén ra ong ba ngay. T61 nhan ra tir cach ho vira bude xudng bac thang may bay vira nim tay nhau. Va
khi ho téi gan, toi nhén ra rd hon nho' do1 giay cua ba ngoai - n6 mau den, c6 dang ten va got bang -
kiéu giay phu nit ¢6. Ong ngoai c6 dam toc trang pho quanh ria con dinh dau khoéng co ti toc nio. Ong



da thap hon lai béo hon ba.
Ong ba nhin xung quanh mot 14t thi me t6i goi, “Chung con ¢ day, dang nay!”

Ho di vé phia chiing t61, khi nhan ra m¢ ho vui vé han 1én. Me 6m ting nguoi1 mot that nhanh.
To1 chi dimg d6 cam thay ngd ngan cho dén khi ba ngoai néi. “Con day chac han 1a Margaret Ann.”
Khi ba noi, t61 d€ ¥ ¢ mot cay thanh gia trén c6 ba. N6 1a cai vong ¢d to nhat ma to1 ting nhin thay.
Va sang lap lanh nira chir!

T6i khong mubn ho cham vao minh. Va c¢6 18 ho ciing nhan thiy diéu d6, boi vi khi ba ngoai cuti
nguo1 xudng dinh hon to1 thi t61 van ding tro tro. To1 khong dinh 1am thé. Phan ting x4y ra that tu
nhién.

T6i nghi me hiéu cam giac cta t6i boi vi me bao 6ng ba nén ra xem hanh 1y thé ndo.

Khi chung t61 vé dén nha, bo t61 don moi ngudi & cua trude va do va li cho 6ng ba. Co hai cai
ca thay, déu mau nau va déu méi tinh twrom.

“Chao Herb,” ba ngoai noi.

“Chao ba Hutchins,” bd dap lai.

T6i nghi bd that budn cudi vi goi ba 1a “Ba”.

Ong ngoai bat tay bd. “Trong anh khoe day Herb,” ong noi.

B t6i mim mdi lai nhung cudi cung ciing ging dap. “Cam on dng.”
T6i nghi, viéc ndy voi bd kho khian hon 1a véi toi!

Hai me con t61 dan ong ba ngoai 1én phong. R61 me di xudng chuan bi bira t6i. Toi noi. “Néu
ong ba can gi ctr goi chaua.”

“Cam on chau, Margaret Ann,” ba n6i. Ba co6 ki€u nghién rang that buén cuoi.

“Ba khong phai goi chau 1a Margaret Ann dau,” t6i ndi. “Chang ai goi chau nhu thé ca. Chi
Margaret la dugc ro1 a.”

Me t6i di chuan bi mot bira t6i long trong hét surc. Gidng nhu lac me dai khach va bat t6i di ngu
sém ay. Co mot lo hoa dit trén ban va me thué mot cd vé rira bat ho.

Me thay mot bo vay moi, toc me trong cling that dep. Trong me khong giong ong ba ngoai chit
ndo. Ba ngoai ciing thay vay khac, nhung van deo cay thanh gia trén co.

Ca bira toi, chung toi gang guong hét strc dé tro chuyén cho thin mat. Ba ngoai va me néi chuyén
vé ban bé ct ¢ Ohio, bay glo’ mdi ngudi dang 1am viéc gi. Ong ngoai thi hdu nhu chi néi, “Cho t6i
miéng bo... cho t6i lo mubi.”

Tat nhi€n t61 t6 ra ngoan ngodn hét strc. Khi dang an mon bo nudng, 6ng ngoai lam do coc nude



ctia minh, thé 1a ba ngoai nhin 6ng day trach moc, nhung me t6i ndi nwdc khong 1am hong cai gi ca. Co
gai trong bép ben lau don di.

Khi ca nha dang an mon trang miéng, me giai thich cho 6ng ba ngoai rang me vira mgi dit nguoi
ta dong do6 dac cho phong khach va lay lam ti€c vi hai ngudi khong & 1au mot chat dé ma chiém
nguong. T61 bi€t 1a me chua dat gi ca, nhung khong noi ra lam gi.

Sau bita ti, ching t6i ngdi quiy quin trong phong lam viéc va ong ngoai hoi bd tdi nhitng cu
dai loai nhu:

ONG: Anh van 1am trong nganh bao hiém a?

BO: Vang.

ONG: Anh c6 dau tu vao thi chirng chirg khoan khong?
BO: Thinh thoang a.

ONG: Cin nha ndy ciing dep phét day.

BO: Cam on bd. Chung con ciing nghi vay.

Trong khi ba ngoai no1 chuyén véi me to1 vé:

BA: Hom L& Ta on, bd me & California déy.
ME: Thé a?

BA: U, anh trai con c6 ngudi vo dam dang lam.
ME: Mirng cho anh 4y.

BA: Gia ma chung n6 c6 mdt dira con. Con biét khong, chiing n6 dang nghi t&1 vi¢c xin con nuoi

ME: Hy vong 14 thé. Ai ciing can c6 mdt dira con dé yéu thwong ma.

BA: U, me biét... Me 1udn mudn cé hang chuc dura chau, nhung Margaret 1a tat ca nhirng gi me
co.

Sau d6 me t6i xin phép ra ngoai tra tién cho co gai trong bép, co ay ra hiéu 1a taxi dang chd &
cua trugce. The 1a ba ngoai quay sang toi.

“Chau c6 thich di hoc khong?” ba hoi.



“Nhin chung 1a thich a,” to1 tra 101.

“Chéu dugc nhiéu diém tot khong?”

“Ciing nhiéu a,” toi tra 10i.

“0 truong Chaa nhat, chau hoc thé nao?”

Lic d6 me tdi quay trd lai ngdi xubng canh toi.

“Chau khong di hoc truong Chua nhat,” to1 tra 101.

“Chau khong di a?”

“Vang.”

“B6 nd o0i...” (d6 1a cach ba ngoai goi 6ng ngoai. Ong goi ba 1a “me nd”.)

“Gi thé me n6?” dng ngoai hoi.

“Margaret khong di hoc trudng Chia nhat ndy.” Ba lac dau con tay man mé chiéc thanh gia.
“Me,” me t6i ndi, cd mim cudi. “Me biét 1a chung con khong theo dao ma.”

T6i lac roi day. Toi nghi. Toi mubn roi khoi phong nhung lai thay nhu bi dinh chit vao ghé.
“Chung ta ctr hy vong rang gid con da thay doi quan diém vé ton gido rdi co ddy,” ong noi.
“Pic biét 1a vi Margaret,” ba ngoai n6i thém. “Ai ciing cAn phai theo dao.”

“Chung ta khong nén néi chuyén triét 1y & day,” bd noi, to vé kho chiu. Tir phia bén kia phong
bo nhin me vé1 anh mat canh bao.

Ong ngoai cuoi am lén. “Ta khong dinh gia lam mdt triét gia dau Herb.”

“B0,” me phan bua, “khi nao Margaret 16n 1én, chiing con s€ dé chau tu chon theo dao nao.”
“Néu ndé mudn!” bo t61 hung hang noi.

“Vo ly!” ba ngoai bao. “Lam gi co6 ai chon theo dao nao.”

“Nguoi ta sinh ra da c6 dao r61!” 6ng ngoai nhanh chong bd sung.

Cudi cung ba ngoai cling mim cuoi rdi hoi bat cudi. “Vay Margaret chinh 1a mot tin @6 Co Pdc
roi!” ba thong bao, nhu thé tat ca mo1 nguo1 1€ ra da phai biét diéu do.

“Con xin me...” me noéi. “Nhu vay Margaret cling hoan toan c6 thé 1a mot tin 6 Do Thai. Me
khong thay sao - néu cur ti€p tuc thé nay, me s& lam hong moi thir day.”

“Me khong c6 ¥ 1am con that vong, con yéu,” ba ngoai noi vo1 me. “Nhung con cai bao gio cling
theo dao ctia me nd. Va Barbara a, con sinh ra da 1a tin d6 Co Pdc. Con da duoc rura tdi. Pon gian thé



tho1.”

“Margaret khong theo dao nao ca!” bo to1 hét 1€n. “Va t61 rat cdm on néu moi nguoi dirng tranh
luan tai day.”

T61 khong mudn nghe gi nita. Sao ho lai néi chuyén nhu vay trude mat toi1! Ho khong biét to1
cling 1a mot con nguo1, c6 cam xuc cua riéng minh hay sao chu!

“Margaret,” ba vira noi vira vuot tay 40 cta toi. “Van chua mudn dau chau yéu cua ta. Chau van
la con cua Chua. C¢ 1€ trong khi ba ¢ day ba s€ dan chau td1 nha thd dé noi1 chuyén vé1 myc su. Co 1€
ong ay co thé thao g& moi chuyén.”

“Thoi di!” Toi no1 16n doan dung bat day. “Tat ca moi ngudi hay théi di. Con khong thé chiu

thém mot phut ndo khi phai nghe moi ngudi ndi nhirng diéu ny. Ai can theo dao chir? Ai? Khong phai
con... Con khong can. Con tham chi khong can Chtia.” T6i1 chay ao 1én phong minh.

T6i nghe me ndi, “Sao me phai khoi chuyén ndy ra chir? Gio thi me 1am hong tat ca roi day.”

T6i s& khong bao gio ndi chuyén véi Chia nita. Suy cho cung thi Ngudi mudn gi ¢ tdi chi? Toi
phat chan Nguo1 va ton gido cua Nguoi roi1! Va to1 sé khong bao gio dat chan tdi cac doan thé hay 1a
trung tam Cong dong Do Thai gi hét - khong bao gio.
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Sang hom sau, t01 ¢ li trong phong minh. To1i khong xubng nha an sang. Toi thdy minh bat dau
budt miéng ndi Chuia c6 do khong?, nhung roi lai nho rang t01 khong dinh noi chuyén voi Nguot nira.
Khong biét Nguoi ¢6 khién t6i guc ngi khong. Nhung néu Nguoi mudn vay thi d6 13 viée cua Nguoi!

Dén chiéu khong thé ru ra trong nha nita, t6i bén nhd me chd ra phd gip Janie dé cung di xem
phim. Me dong ¥ 1a tdi can phai ra khoi nha trong vai gio. Janie va toi gip nhau & hiéu thube goc phd,
phia ddi dién véi rap chiéu phim. Téi sém hai muwoi phat nén ching t6i vao hiéu thudc xem sao. Chu
yéu 1a chiing t6i mudn xem céc loai bang vé sinh.

Ngam nghia vai phut, toi thi thim v6i Janie, “Hay 12 mua mot goi di.” D6 1a diéu 1au nay toi van
mong moi, nhung chua du can dam dé 1am. Hom nay t0i cam thdy minh that diing cam. Toi lai nghi, thé
néu Chtia ndi gian thi sao. Ai thém quan tAm? Toi thdm chi con thach thirc Ngudi bang cach bing qua
duong luc dén do. Nhung c6 gi xay ra dau.

“Mua dé 1am gi?” Janie hoi.

“Pé dé phong thoi,” toi tra 101.

“Y caula dé & nha 4?”

“Tét nhién r6i. Sao lai khong?”

“T& khong biét. Co 1& me t& s& khong thich thé dau.” Janie noi.
“Thé thi ciu dung bao me.”

“Nhung néu me thiy thi sao?”

“NoO ¢ trong g61 ma. Cau ctr no1 day 1a do dung hoc tap,” té61 bay cho Janie. “Cau c6 du tién
khong?”

CCCé 2
“Puoc roi1. Gio thi minh nén mua loai nao nhi?”’ t61 hoi.
“Loai Piéu Pa Tuoi Moi Lon nhé?” Janie noi. “Do 1a loai ma Gretchen hay dung day.”

“Dugce.” To1 lay mot goi Piéu Pa Tuoi Moi Lon tir trén gid. “Nao,” to1 bdo Janie. “Cau lay mot
go1 di.”

“Dugc ro1, duge roi1.” Janie cling lay mot goi.

To1 vé lay mét cai gid mau tim dé trong cho giong ngudi dang di sam do.



Ching t0i cAm hai go1 bang v¢ sinh, budc t6i quay thu ngan nhung quay ngoat ngay di khi thay
mot anh dtng dang sau quay.

“T¢& khong 1am dugc dau,” Janie thi tham. Nho cat mot 201 tro lai k¢ hang. “To so 1am.”

“Cau dung ngd ngan thé. Co gi ma phai...” To61 bi ¢6 ban hang mac 4o bac si mau xanh duon:
) : 1 : g
ngat 1o1.

“Co gitip gi dugce cho cac chau?” co hoi.

Janie lic dau nhung t6i ndi, “Ching chau mudn mua nhirng thir nay a.” Toi 14y lai goi cua Janie
tir trén k€ ro1 cho c6 ban hang xem nhirng thir ching t61 da chon.

“Pugc roi, cac chau. Cac chau hay mang to1 quay thu ngan dé Max dong goi cho cac chau.”

Janie khéng nhtc nhich. Trong nhd nhu bi chon chan dudi dat roéi. Mat thudn ra nira khoc nia
cudi. Thé 13 tdi chdp lay goi cua nho ma tién thang t6i chd Max & quiy thu ngan. Toi dat moi tha
xubng trudc mit anh ta va cir dimg d6 khong nhin mét ciing khong néi gi. Anh ta cong tién, t6i ra hiéu
cho Janie dua tién. Roi t0i nodi, “Cho vao hai tii gitp em véi.” Max cam tién, tra lai tién thira nhung
toi khong thém dém, va anh ta dua t6i hai cai tai ndu. Tat ca chi c¢6 thé! Thé nao ban ciing cho rang anh
ta ban thir 46 hdu nhu ca bay ngiy trong tuan.

Khi t6i tir rap chiéu phim vé ti nha me toi hoi, “Goi gi d6 con?”

Tbi tra 101, “Dd dung hoc tap a.”

T6i di 1én phong minh v&i goi hang mdi mua. Ngdi xudng giuwdng, t6i nhin chim chi vao goi
Diéu Pa Tuoi Moi Lon. Mong la Chiia dang doi theo t61. Ctir d€ cho Nguoi thay to1 ¢6 thé xoay x& tot
nhu thé nao ma khong can Ngudi! Téi md hop lay mdt miéng ra. To1 cam nd hoi 1au.

Cudi cung t6i dimg day, di vao phong thay do. Trong d6 t6i 1am. Nhat 1a sau khi dong ctra lai.
T61 uwdc gl minh c6 mot phong thay d6 rong thénh thang c6 ca dén 13n khoa. Nhung du sao thi toi cling
xoay x& dugc. Toi kep miéng bing vé sinh vao giira hai chin, sau d6 kéo quan 16t 1én. Toi mubn thir
Xem cam glac thé nio. Gi0 thi to1 dé biét. Toi thich cam giac nay. To1 nghi to1 viéc di ngu cung voi
mleng bang v¢ sinh ngay t61 hom do, nhung lai quyet dinh thoi. Néu c6 mdt vu hda hoan, bi mit cia toi
thé ndo ciing s& bi 16. Thé 13 t6i bo miéng bang ra, cat lai trong hép gidu dudi tin ngin kéo cudi cung.
Me toi khong bao gid kiém tra chd 4y bdi vi dong 16n xon chic chan khién me phat dm!

Sang hom sau, ong ba ngoai thong bao la s¢é di New York.
“B6 me da no1 voi con la mdt tuan co ma!” me noi. “Bo me ndi 1a s€ ¢ day mot tuan con gi!”

“Chang ta c6 ndi nhu vay,” 6ng ndi. “Nhung gio chung ta da quyét dinh danh thoi gian con lai
trong mot khach san & New York.”

“Con hiéu ro1,” me noi.

B6 che mit phia sau to bdo dang doc nhung t6i van trong thiy nu cudi mirng rd ctia bd. Tat ca
nhirng gi t01 nghi dugc 1a 6ng ba da lam hong chuyén di to1 Florida cuia to1 va gio thi ho tham chi con



khong thém & lai. Chuyén ny khong cong biang! Chuyén ndy dung 1a mdt tro Iira ddo!

Lic me toi trd lai sau khi dua ong ba ra bén xe buyt bd bao, “Em muén ca bao nhiéu 1 ngay tir
dau ho da dinh di New York. Ho chi gh¢ tham béi vi tién duong thoi.”

“Em khong tin diéu d6!” me dap.
“Con anh thi tin,” bé nodi tiép.
“Ong ba da 1am hong chuyén di ctia con ddy,” toi ndi.

Khong ai thém tra 161 t01.
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Chudng cura reo luc tdm gio t01 hom do6. Chiang t61 dang ngdi trong phong nghi. To1 nodi1 s€ ra
xem ai. To1 mo cua trudce.

“Ba ndi!” t61 la 1én. T61 6m cham lay ba. “Ba co6 viéc gi ¢ nha a?”
“Néu tro1 khong chiu dat thi dat phai chiu troi thoi.”

To1 cuoi sung swong, vi bi€t rang to1 1a tro1 con ba ndi la dat. Cé mot ong dirng canh ba. Ba
quay sang bao vdi ong. “Morris a, day 1a Margaret.”

Ba ndi dong ctra lai ro1 bao to1, “Margaret chau yéu, day 1a 6ng Morris Binamin.”
“Van vo1 Cinnamon,” ong noi.
To1 mim cuoi.

Ba nd1 trong that dep véi nude da ram nang va mai toc mau vang nhat. Ong Binamin c6 nhiéu
toc bac, bd ria cling nhiéu s¢1 bac, va ong deo kinh gong den. Ong cling c6 nudc da rdm nang. Ong
nam canh tay ba.

“B6 me chau dau r6i?” ba hoi.

“B6 me chau dang & trong phong nghi a,” toi tra 101.

“Cung vdi 6ng ba ngoai cua chau a?”

“Khéng... Ong ba di rdi.”

“Bi r6i!” ba kéu 1én. “Nhung ba tudng 1 ho s& ¢ ddy mot tuan kia ma.”

“Chau va bd me ciing nghi thé ddy,” t6i ndi.

“Nhung Morris va ba lai toi ¢t 1a dé thaim ho co ma.”

“That a?” toi noi. “Sao lai thé duoc a?”

Ba ndi va 6ng Binamin nhin nhau vé bi mat. “A, chung ta nghi c6 thé chéu s& can su hd trg.”
“Oi ba! Chau c6 thé tw lo lidu dugc ma.”

“Ba biét 1a chau co6 thé tir lo lidu duoc. Chau 1a Margaret ctia ba ma, phai khong? Ké cho ba
nghe di - ho c6 co thur gi d6 khong?”

“Vi du la cai gi a?” to1 hoi.



“Chau biét ddy,” ba noi. “Chuyén di nha tho ay.”
“A... cling c6,” toi thira nhan.

“Ba biet ngay ma,” ba thot Ién. “T61 ching phai da néi voi Ong ro1 sao?” ba ndi voi Ong
Binamin.

Ong Binamin lac dau. “Ba lic nao cling doan dung, Sylvia a,” 6ng noi.

“Chau phai nhé, Margaret... cho du ho ¢ noi gi di ching nita... chiu van 1a mot nguodi Do Thai
do nhé.”

“Khong, chau khong phai!” t6i cii lai. “Chau khong 13 gi ca, va ba biét rdi d6. Chau thim chi
con khong tin Chua!”

“Margaret!” ba noi, “Chau dung bao gi¢ no1 nhu vay vé Chua.”

“Tai sao a?” toi hoi. “D6 1a sy that co ma!” Ti mudn hoi Chaa rang Nguoi co nghe thay to1 no1
nhu vay khong! Nhung t6i s& khong noi chuyén vai Nguoi nita va toi chic 1a Nguoi c6 biét diéu do!

Khi 4y bd me t6i ¢ trong phong khach con ba ndi dang chuan bi gidi thiéu moi ngudi véi nhau.
B6 me t61 liéc nhanh 6ng Binamin trong khi d6 6ng cling kha ban ron do xét ho.

Sau do, me to1 pha ca phé va mo1 moi ngud1 an banh quy nong. Me cho t61 chut sira va banh quy
gung nhung t01 khong thay doi. To1 mudn ro1 khoi dd nén da ngap rat to ma khong che miéng.

“Margaret chau yéu, néu chau mét thé thi sao khong di nga di,” ba néi.
“Vang, thé thi chau xin phép a.”

Doi khi ba noi t6i cling t& khong kém nhitng ngudi khic. Mién 1a ba thuong t6i va toi yéu ba thi
theo ton gido nao co6 gi khac nhau?
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Thay Benedict thong bao dén thir Sau tudn sau bon toi phai nop bai tip c4 nhan. Thiy khong
cham diém nén ching t61 phai hét strc that tha ma khong phai lo chiéu y thay. Thay hy vong moi dura
chung t61 da hoc dugc diéu gi do co6 ich. Hom thtr Nam t61 viét mot burc thur.

Ngay 25 thang Nam
Thua thdy Benedict,
Em da thuc hién mot thi nghiém kéo dai mot ndm vé ton giao.

Em van chua rit ra dugc két luan gi vé ton gido minh s€ chon khi 16n 1€n - n€éu em muon theo
mot ton gido nao do.

Em da doc ba cuon sach vé chu dé nay. D6 1a nhitng cuon: Do Thdi giao hién dai, Lich su cua
Co Doc gido va Thién Chua gido - Qua khw va Hién tai.

Em d3 di du 1€ tai Gido hoi Truéng 1do Tha nhit & Farbrook.

Em d3 t6i Gido hoi Giam 1y Hiép nhat & Farbrook vao dém Giang sinh.

Em d3 toi dén tho Israel ¢ thanh phd New York vao Tét Do Thai.

Em d3 t§i phong xung t0i & nha thd Thanh Bartholomew, nhung lai bo di vi khong biét noi gi.

Em chua thir tim hiéu vé Phat gido hay Hoi giao vi khong quen ai theo nhing ton gido nay. Em
khong thich nhing trai nghiém cua minh v€ ton giao 1am va em nghi dé chon duoc theo dao niy hay
dao kia phai mat nhiéu thoi gian. Em nghi mot ngudi khong thé quyét dinh theo ton gido nio theo cach
nhu vay. Viéc d6 giéng nhu phai tur chon tén riéng cho minh. Ta nghi vé né mdt thoi gian dai va rdi lai
thay doi ¥ kién. Néu sau ndy c6 con, em s& cho chung biét chung thuc ton gido ndo dé ching dugc tim
hiéu vé t6n giao d6 ngay tir lac con bé. Mudi hai tudi 13 mudn 1am roi.

Kinh thu,

Margaret Ann Simon

Hom thtr Sau, moi dira ndp cho thﬁy mot tap day co bia dugc trang tri. Con to1 chi c6 mdt buc
thu. T61 khong thé kep n6 vao mdt tap sach duge. To61 xau ho 1am, ctr nhu to61 da khong lam gi ay.

Khi chudng reo, t6i van ngdi & ban hoc trong khi nhitng dtra khac a0 ra khoi 16p.



Thiy Benedict nhin 1én néi. “Gi vy Margaret?”
T6i di toi ban thay cing birc thu ctia minh.

“Em khong ndp bai,” t61 noi.

«()9”

“Em, rm... thay vao d6 em viét mot birc thu a.” Toi dua thu cho thay, r6i diung d6 trong luc thay
doc thu.

“Em thyc sy dd c6 gang, thua thiy Benedict. Em... em xin 13i thdy. Em mu6n lam t6t hon thé.”
To1 biet minh sdp khoc dén noi. Khong ndi thém dugce gi nira, the 1a to61 chay ra khoi 16p.

T6i chay vao nha vé sinh nit trudce khi nude mat trao ra. TOi van con nghe tiéng thiy Benedict
goi, “Margaret... Margaret”, t01 khong dé y nita. ToO1 tat nude lanh 1én mat, roi chim rdi di bd vé nha
mot minh.

T6i lam sao thé ndy? Lic mudi mot tudi, hiu nhu tdi chang bao gid khoc. Bay gio bat cir céi gi
va bat ky chuyén gi déu c6 thé khién t6i 0a khoc. Toi mudn 1am rd chuyén ndy véi Chia. Nhung t6i
khong dinh cho Ngudi biét diéu d6 dau, mic du i ciing nhé Ngudi.
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Ngay 17 thang Sau, ban phy huynh t6 chirc cho chung tdi mdt budi 1ién hoan chia tay trong phong
thé chat va khong dura con gai khdi Sau nao di tat ngan. Lan dau tién, t6i di mot doi tat gidy dai va mot
tiéng sau t6i s& co chuyén di choi dau tién trong bd dang nay. Trong dau t6i chi nghi téi viéc thang
Chin nay s& 1én 16p Bay va t6i dang 16n dan Ién. T6i y thire duge diéu dé - cho du co thé thi chura.

Buoi lién hoan ¢ phong tap rat giéng budi khiéu vii lgén cip hinh vuong vao dip 1& Ta on. Co
Wheeler va cd Fishbein di hd tong nhung 1an nay ho mdc quan 4o binh thuong.

Lop chung t6i ting thiy Benedict mdt cap khung ming sét bang bac ma me ctia Gretchen dd mua
ca 16. Thay trong hd hoi 1dm, boi thay hing giong nhiéu va ¢ vé nhu thiy khong biét phai noi gi khac
ngodi cAu cam on - va vi mic du ban dau khong phai 13 mot 16p Sau xudt sic nhat trén doi nhung
ching t6i di tién bd nhiéu. Va nhd ching t6i, sang nim thay s& 13 mot gido vién c6 kinh nghiém - day
dan kinh nghiém! ROi tAt ca chung t61 déu cuoi, mdt vai da con gai con khoc nira, nhung to1 thi
khong.

Nancy, Gretchen, Janie va t6i cliing nhau an trua riéng ¢ trén phd va ndi chuyén vé cam giac khi
1én trung hoc co so. Janie sg s& khong tim dugc dudng di va sé bi lac. Gretchen cho rang co thé gido
vién s& rat lam chiéu con Nancy néi gia str ching toi khong hoc cuing 16p thi sao, thé 1a tit ca ching toi
vé nha khoc 16c.

Sau d6 ciing ngay hom ay, me bat dau goi ghém va li di cadm trai cho t6i. T6i xem me xép chong
quan sodc va 4o thun vao trong va li. Roi tdi nghe thay tiéng may cat co. Moose di trd lai. Ban dau toi
hao hirc mudn gip anh nhung r6i lai phat dién 1én khi nghi dén Laura va nhitng cdu chuyén ma anh da
ra ra khip noi.

T6i chay xudng nha, ra ngoai san roi hét 1én, “Nay Moose!” Anh khong nghe thdy t6i goi vi tiéng
may cat co on qua. Thé 1a t61 chay td1 cho anh dang cat co va ding chin ngay trude mat dé anh budc
phai chu ¥ t&1 to1 sau do to1 lai hét to. “Nay Moose!”

Anh tit may. “Em dang chan duong anh d6!” anh noi.
“Em c6 chuyén nay muon ndi v4i anh,” to1 noi.
“Emnoi di.”

T6i chdng nanh. “Anh biét khong, Moose! Anh 1a d6 dbi tra! Em khong tin 13 anh da thim thut
v61 Laura Danker.”

“Ai bao anh lam thé?”

“Anh hoi ai bao thé nghia 1a sa0?”



“Vay ai nao?”

“Nancy ké rang Evan bao vd1 no 1a anh va Evan...” To1 dung lai. T61 thay minh nhu mdt con
ngoc.

Moose lac dau nhin t61. “Em luon tin moi chuyén ma em nghe dugc vé nguoi khac thé a?” anh
hai.

T6i khong biét phai néi gi.

Moose van tiép tuc noi. “Vay lan sau, dimg tin trir phi em tdn mat ching kién! Bay gio thi em
tranh duong di, anh con c6 viéc phai lam!”

T6i khong nhuc nhich. “Anh biét khong, Moose?” t6i hoi.
“Gi0 lai la cai gi vay?”

“Em xin 16i vi d nghi anh 1 d6 déi tra.”

“Em biét khong, Margaret?” Moose hi t6i.

“Khong, 12 gi thé?”

“Em van dang ngang duong anh d6!”

T6i nhay tranh ra va Moose lai bat may cat co. Toi nghe thdy tiéng anh hat bai ca ua thich - vé
kénh dao Erie.

To61 tréd vao nha. T61 can phdi di v¢ sinh. T61 dang nghi vé Moose va vé viéc to1 thich ding gan
anh nhuong ndo. Toi thay mung vi anh khong phai 1a d6 doi trd va vui vi anh cat c6 cho nha to61. Roi
to61 nhin xudng quan 16t cua minh va khong thé tin duge. C6 mau. Khong phai nhi€u - nhung cling kha
kha. T61 hét am 1én, “Meg... me o1... vao day mau!”

Khi vao dén phong tam me néi, “Gi vay con? Co6 chuyén gi theé?”

“Con co ro1,” to1 bao me.

‘GC(’) gi?”

To1 bat dau vira cuoi vura khoc. “Kinh nguyét ay me. Con c6 ro1!” Toi sut sit miit va phai voi
lay khan lau.

“Con c6 chac khong, Margaret?”” me hoi lai.

“Day... me nhin day nay,” t61 nd1, va cho me xem quan 16t.

“Chuta o1! Con thuc su da co6 réi. Con gai nho cia me.” R61 mat me rung rung va me cling bat
dau sut sit. “Dg1 mot lat - me c6 d6 & phong bén. Me dinh xép vao va li di cam trai cho con dé phong
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“That a?”

“Um. Chi dé phong xa thoi.” Me roi khoi nha tam.

Khi me quay lai to1 hoi, “Dé co6 phai loai cua Co gdi Bi mdt khong a?”

“Khong. Me mua cho con loai Piéu Da T uoi Méi Lon.”

“Tot 10i,” t6i nobi.

“Gid con nhin ndy Margaret - con lam nhu thé nay ndy. Miéng biang nay dit trong quan 16t va...”
“Me,” toi noi. “Con di tip 1am ¢ trong phong con hai thang nay rdi!”

Luc do ca hai me con cung cudi roi me ndi, “Thé thi me s& dgi con & phong khac vay.”

T6i chét cira phong tam, sau d6 boc 16p gidy bén dudi rrneng bang. Toi an dai dinh vao quan,
roi lai mic do vao va ngdm minh trong guong. Li€u co ai biét bi mat cua t6i khong? N6 c6 16 ra
khong? Moose chang han, liéu anh co biét khong mot khi t6i quay trd ra noi chuyén vdi anh? Liéu bd
toi ¢ biét ngay khi bd vé an com tdi khong? T61 phai goi dién cho Nancy, Gretchen va Janie ngay lap
tirc. To1 nghiép Janie! No s€ 1a dira cudi cung trong hoi STTN co nguyét san. Ma toi ting chic mim
nguot do 1a minh. Nhu thé thi sao nhi! Gid chic chin 1a t6i dang 16n. Gio t6i gan nhu d 1a mdt phy
nit roi!

Chila ¢é d6 khéng? La con, Margaret. Con biét nguoi dang & dé. Con biét Nguoi khéng
bao gio vi cai gi ma bo 16 diéu nay! Cam on Chua. Cam on Nguwoi lam lam...

1 x 2
m Loai mil nho, hinh tron thuong duoc ngudi Do Thai déi trong nhitng dip I€ t€t cia ho.

L& hoi truyén thong kéo dai tim ngiy cua ngudi Do Thai.
Chia s€& ebook : http://downloadsachmienphi.com/
Tham gia cong ddng chia s& sach : Fanpage : httpss//www.facebook.com/downloadsachfree
Cong dong Google :http:/bit.ly/downloadsach



http://downloadsachmienphi.com/
https://www.facebook.com/downloadsachfree
http://bit.ly/downloadsach

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	[1]
	[2]

