








Sir James Matthew Barrie (1850-1937) ddu tién duoc nguoita biét dén qua nhitng | tiéu
thuyét va truyén ngdn, trong dé dng mé td doi Song va ddc tinh E-c6t mot cdch chinh xdc va bang
mot giong trao phting thdn yéu. Ong la mot nguoi co tdm voc nho tinh rdt nhit nhdt ma tam tri
ranh manh dia giom che dgy mot moi budn sau xa. Quan niém ciia ong vé tinh tinh con nguor, véi
kha ndng vo tdn cua do tuong tinh cdm, thilénh lac, chdn chu'ong va bi quan vé cdn bdn.

Nhung danh tiéng Ion lao va lau dai nhdt cua ong & nho mgt loat nhiing vo kich rdt thanh céng,
sdu sac, duyén dang va hay tw dau dén cudi. M6t vai vé cé tinh chat td thuc nhw vé: Every
Woman Knows (Diéu ma tdt cd moi nguoti dan ba déu biét). Mot sé khdc thi hoang dwong nhw
Peter Pan. Nhung tdt cd nhitng vé kich ‘nay da chirng minh la éng ddc biét nam viing nhiing qui
wéc td chdn cua bo mon kich o dau théky thir 20 tai Anh- Quéc. Khong ai so sdnh dwoc voi
Barrie vé cdch tao nhu"ng hoat dong trén san khdu; nhitng hoat dbng vira vui vira truc tlep dién
td nhiing gi ong mudn noira va éng biét cdch két ho'p nhiing hanh dong do voi nhau mét cdch
chdt ché va khéng ton cong. Ngudn ‘hitng thu khéng lic nao gidm va dong tdc tién toi khong luc
nao ngung tré. Tuy nhién vo kich ct dien tién, duyén dang va dé dang dén noi khdn gid cting
khong thdy duoc dé la do mét nghé thudt diéu luyén va chuyén can.

Vé “Bdn chiic thw” la mét trong nhitng thanh cong nhdt cua éng vé loai kich rdt khd la kich mot
man; né biéu 10 hdu hét nhwng dirc tinh cua mat soan gid ma ong co; trong ba canh ngan tdt cd
déu du'oc dién xudt trong mgt cdn phong, vé kich da diic két doi séng cua hai nguoi mét cach
mau le'va sdc bén. V& kich nay phé phdn hanh vi cudi cung trong doi hai nhdn vt do mgt cach
nghiém khdc va tan nhdn. Nhung cach phé phan do cting khéng phai la thiéu tmh thwong. Mot
cdch nhe nhang nhung ngdm ngui, Barrie dd trinh bay cho ta thdy nhitng tinh cdm dai lwong qui
gid ctia ta rdt thwong khi chi dem lai cho ta nhitng gi.
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CAC VAI

0. Devizes, cha

O. Devizes, con

Surtees, thw ky

Philip Ross

Emily Ross, vo cta Philip

Sennet, thu ky

Creed, thu ky

Cdnh la vin phong cua bdt cu ludt sw nao. Cdnh nay co thé va chdc han sé mé phdng tl mi mot
vdn phong co thuc voi tdt cd nhwng vdt phu thugc ddc biét cua no, méi nét muc phdi & ding ché
cua no, nhung véimuc dinh san co, bdt ctr vdn phong trong nao ciing thich hop .Vat duy nhdt toi
cén cho cén phong ngoaitrir hai nguoi ngoz trong do, la mot birc chdn dung Nir Hoang Victoria
dong khung treo trén twong cho biét khd ro thoi ky xdy ra cdnh ddu roi hinh nay dwoc thay thé
bang hinh Vua Edwards, sau cting bang hinh Vua George dé cho thay thoigian tréi qua. Ngoai ra
khéng cdn thay dozgz khdc. Dinhién I¢ do dac co thay doi va mdi ngoi ¢ lo sudi cling d01 moi, va
cudi cung co nguoi khdm phd ra la nhiing . hoa & bon hoa civa s6 dd héo; nhung tdt cd nhitng cdi
do khéng quan trong gi to'i dong tdac cua vé kich ciing nhu nhiing bong hoa mdu xanh con twoi
tot vay; sw ké tiép cua cdc vi qudn vuong biéu tuong mot diém cdan hiéu la: thoi gian tréi qua,
nhwng van phong ctia cha con 6ng Devizes van tiép tuc hoat dong.
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Hainguoidan 6ng la Deviez Cha va Devizes Con. Cha thi trac trung nién, thira hudng cdivan
phong phdt dat nay tir nhiéu ndm nay va khi man kéo Ién, ta thay ong dang lom khom xep don
ban. Ké'ra ciing thu vi khinghi rdang trwdc khi 6ng cdt tiéng néi thi 6ng dd lam cho tai sdn cua
vin phong tdng thém 13 shlillings and 4 xu.

Nguoi con la mot thanh nién rdt lanh loi, 23 tudi, va khi man kéo 1én nguoita thay anh dang du
dwa mot cdch co nghe thudt mét chiéc thudc ké gidy trén miii anh. Anh tét nghiép & Pai hoc
dwong Oxford--

Troi oi, néu dem anh ra cong vién Hyde Park thi thién ha sé chong choc ma nhin anh.
DAu rang & cong vién Bloomsbury thi trong anh c6 vé banh bao 1am.

Co lé & van phong, trong so nhlmg thw ky thi Devizes Con con lanh lgi hon khi con & Oxford,
nhuwng dé la mot trong sé vai diéu ma ngwdi cha tinh khén khéng biét ro vé anh.

Mot nguoi thw ky trung nién tén la Surtees, qua chiéc ctra doc nhat buwoc vao phong, tlen téichd
hai cha con, nguoinay co Ié ciing dang dwo'c chil y, méic dau ctr chi cia anh la ctr chi cia mot
nguoi da tir lau nghi rang minh khong con chut quan hegl doi vai moi nguoichung quanh minh.
Tuy nhién ta hdy nhin anh ldn niva di (d6 la diéu la it ai lam) va ta co thé doan rang anh vira bi
dién giat vi so vao gidy dién va anh dang con bang hoang vi diéu dé. Anh mang mét tdm danh
thiép vao cho éng Devizes Cha, éng nay nhin tdm thiép dé va ldc dau.

0. DEVIZES. “O. Philip Ross”. T6i khong quen.

SURTEES. (co giong noi déu deu] Thwa 6ng, 6ng dy ndi truérc day hai hom, 6ng dy c6 viét thw
cho 6ng trinh bay céng viéc ctia o6ng ay.

O.DEVIZES. T6i khong nhan dwoc thw ctia ai tén 1a Philip Ross ca.

ROBERT. Tdi cling vay. 7
(Anh chu y téi tai du dwa cdi thwéc ké ctia anh hon la téi mét ngwoi cé thé la thdan chu, nhwng
Surtees nhin anh mot cdch ky la.)

O DEVIES. Hinh nhuw Surtees nghi rang con cé nhan dwoc thu ma!
(Nhin vé mdt ctia Surttes Robert cling phdi nghi lai viéc dd xdy ra.)

ROBERT. A, anh cho rang cé thé 1a birc thuw d6 c6 phai khong Surtees?



0. DEVIZES (gdt) Bitc thu nao?

ROBERT. Ngay hom kia, khi ba ra pho. Surtees mang t&i cho con vai la thuw. MoOm anh ta ha hoc
(vé nghi ngoi). C6 thé vi thé ma con da lam nhw vay.

0. DEVIZES. Con lam gi?

ROBERT. Bong nhién con nhé lai mot tro ching con thuong choi & Oxford. Trong tro choi nay
thuong ta liéng nhirng tam thiép tung tam mot vao mot cai mu. Phai khéo l1éo 1dm moi lam
duwoc. Boi vay con liéng mot 1a thu vao miéng cua Surtees lic d6 dang hd hoc ra, nhwng 14 thw
khong triing ma lai rét vao déng Itra. C6 thé do 1a 14 thw ctia Philip Ross.

0.DEVIEZ (nhiu Iéng may). Té qua, Robert a.

ROBERT (ndi Ié phép). Vang, ba thay con thiéu tap dwot ma.

SURTEES. Thua 6ng, dng 4y c6 vé 1a mdt ngwoi rat nong niy va con tré lam. Chac khong phai
mot nhan vat quan trong.

ROBERT (lo didng). Sao anh khéng bao dng ta viét lai birc thw y?

0. DEVIZES. Lam nhw vay khong ding muc.

SURTEES. Nhung c6 ta...

ROBERT. C6 nao? Ai?

SURTEES. Thwa 6ng c6 mot thiéu phu di véi 6ng ta. Co ta dang khéc.
ROBERT. Dep khong?

SURTEES. C6 thé néi la dep mot cach ngiy tho, 6ng a.

ROBERT (Ldy lam thich thu). A!

0. DEVIZES. Puworc roi, khi ndo tdi bAm chudng thi anh dwa ho vao.



ROBERT (Gio ngon tay co vé tinh ranh). Surtees, va day 1a mot bai hoc cho anh la dirng bao gio
lam viéc ma ha hdc mom ra. (Surtees c6 mim cwoi dé ldy Iong Robert, nhung rdt gwong gao).
Khong sao ca, phai khong Surtees? Hinh nhw anh khéng con éc trio 16ng nita.

SURTEES (Khd khiim niim). T6i e ding nhw vay. Khong bao gio tdi c6 6c trao 1ong nhiéu 6ng
Robert a.

(Anh lang Idng di khdL. O con ngwdi anh ¢cé mot ndi niém xiic déng bi dé nén lam cho sw viéc
thanh thuwong tam.)

ROBERT. Thwa ba, Surtees c6 diéu gi trai y vay?

0. DEVIZES. Pirng dé y t&i né. Ba gian con Iam. Robert a.

ROBERT (c6 vé nhw chiu thua mét diém trong cudc thdo ludn céng khai). Ba gidn con ciing phai.
0. DEVIZES (nhfu I6ng may). Minh chi cé thé néi véi 6ng Ross 1a minh chwa doc thw ctia 6ng ta.
ROBERT (ra vé thao doi). Nhung c6 can khong a?

0. DEVIZES. Minh phai cdng nhan 1a khong biét dng ta téi vé viéc gi.

ROBERT (hiéu sw deé ddt ctia ba anh). Nhung minh lai khong biét dwgc sao?

0. DEVIZES. Con cé biét duoc khong?

ROBERT. Con twdng con c6 thé dan xép 6n thda vu nay.

0. DEVIZES. Con gidi 1dm! Pwoc roi, ba dé ho cho con tiép day.

ROBERT. buoc a.

0. DEVIZES. Robert, day la vu dau tién cta con day.

ROBERT (khong c6 vé sg sét). Ba cr ng01 dé ma coi con; chi chwra day hai phut sau khi ho vao
phong nay 1a con sé& khdm pha ra ho téi day vé viéc ric roi gi.



0.DEVIZES (giong khé khan). Luc nao ba cling san sang hoc hoi thé hé m&i. Nhung Ié tw nhién
1a nhitng anh gia Iac hau ching tao cling c6 thé lam dwoc viéc do.

ROBERT. Lam cach nao a?

0. DEVIZES. Hoi ho 13 biét.

ROBERT. Troi! Vay thi con di hoc Oxford dé lam gi chi?
0. DEVIZES. C6 troi biét. Con da sdn sang chua?
ROBERT. Réi a.

(0. Devizes bdm chuéng)

0. DEVIZES. A nay, minh khong biét tén thiéu phu.
ROBERT. Ba hday quan sat cach con tim ra tén nang.

0. DEVIZES. Thiéu phu c6 chéng hay chwa?

ROBERT. Con liéc nhin la biét lién. Va cha chd y nhé, néu c6 ta c6 chong thi dingla anh chang
nong nay kia da tim cach len vao gitra co tava chong c6; néu co6 ta chwa chong thi dungla c6
nang khoc swét muwét nay - da len vao gitta anh chang va vo anh ta.

0. DEVIZES. Con lam nhur mét thay béi doan méng vay.

(Mot thanh nién va mét thiéu phu dwoc moi vao vdn phong: ho thuong yéu nhau lam, the ma
Robert khong nhan thay D6 la diéu hién nhién ma ta nhan thdy & ho, hién nhién hon cd bo do ré
tién ctia thanh nién ma thiéu phu moi dém ép cdn than ¢ duéiném, hay la hién nhién hon cd cdi
strc manh phat I trén nét mat non nét cua anh. Nghl toi nguot i thanh nién dy va cdn cir vao
trong nhitng su viéc xdy ra sau do, nguoi ta tw héi khong biét, néu chang dén mot minh thi ta co
thé doc dwoc trén nét mdt chang co ' vé gl boi ré1 ma chang khong dé'l6 ra trong liic ¢6 nang ¢ bén
canh. Cé 1é khong; vé béi réi chdc hdn la cé, nhung chwa hién ra trén nét mdt. Véinang ciing vay,
mdc ddu nang cé thay doi trudc khi ta gdp lai cdip vo chong nay nia, nhu'ng bdy gior nang cé ve
hoan toan binh tinh; khong co ddu hiéu khong hay nao, khong co gi lam vdn duc hanh phic yéu
dwong cua ho ngoaiviéc ho hoang hot toiviéng vdn phong ludt sw. Loi chi dan dan cdnh & ddy cé
thé'la: “Déi tinh nhdn budc vao”. . Chang khong han la nguwoi té ra it nong nay nhdt trong hai
nguol. Nhung chang bwoc vao van phong mot cach manh dan va di trwéc nang nhw dé don nhdn
don ddu tién. C6 Ié nang dd can ddm gdt dau ra hiéu cho chang va buéng tay chang ra truéc khi
vao phong.)



ROBERT (lam chu tinh thé). Moi 6ng vao, 6ng Ross (va anh cuii ddu chao thiéu phu dé trdn tinh
nang). Pay la ngwoi cong sy vai toi va la ba toi.

(0. DEVIZES ctli chdo nhung vdn & phia sau gén hdu truong.)

PHILIP (nuét nuéc miéng). Ong nhan dwoc thw cia tdi roi chit a?

ROBERT. Vang, vang.

PHILIP. Trong thw t6i da trinh bay chi tiét.

ROBERT. Vang t6i con nhé tat ca (khdén khéo). Moi ¢6 ngbi, ¢o... toi khdng nhé quy danh.
(T6 vé muédn ndéi, “Ba thdy chuwa, con thdy ngay la c6 dy chwa chéng ma”.)

0. DEVIZES (6ng ciing dd cé y kién riéng roi). Robert, con khong héi tén cd dy ma.
ROBERT (lo ddng). C...?

PHILIP. bay la ba Ross, vo toi.

(Robert hoi cut hitng va tin rdng cha anh dang mim cwori,)

ROBERT. A, vang, di nhién roi. Ba Ross, m&i ba ngoi.

(Nang ngoi xuéng, nhw thé'la tinh thé c6 vé kho khdn hon)

PHILIP (ditng ho vé bén nang). Nha t6i hoi xtc dong.

ROBERT. Lé tw nhién roi (Anh thdm do.) Nhitng viéc nhw thé nay - c6 1& rat kho tam - nhung roi
minh ciing quén di lan lan.

EMILY (mé to mat). Nha t6i ndi vay, nhung t6i khong thé khéng - (Nwdc mdt chay quanh ).Ong
thay khong, ching t6i m&i cwdi nhau dwoc bon thang troi!

ROBERT. A,—vang, dung roi. (Anh tré thanh ké bénh vwc ngudi vo, va cau may nhin PHILIP.)



PHILIP. C6 1€ d6i véi 6ng moén tién d6 qua it?

ROBERT (binh tinh). T6i tha that téi cling c6 cam twdng nhw vay.

PHILIP. T6i wéc gi ¢ thé c6 hon duorc.

ROBERT (liéu). Ong chic chin khéng tang thém dwoc sao?

PHILIP. Lam thé nao ma toi c6 thé thém duoc?

ROBERT. A!

EMILY (dét nhién néi mét cdch manh dan). T6i twdng nhw viy nhiéu réi chi.
PHILIP. Nha toi rat dé dai vé chuyén do.

ROBERT (tro nén cirng ran) T6i cling nghi vay. Nhung nguoi ta khong thé loi dung ba dwoc. Va
1& tw nhién la chdng ta con phai thdo luan vé moén tién do.

PHILIP (bdi réi). Vé phwong dién ndo? Mon tién san c6 do roi.
ROBERT (mét cdch thdn trong). Vang, vé mot phwong dién.
EMILY (oa Ién khéc). Troi oi!

ROBERT (hon bao gio hét, cuong quyét bénh vurc nguoidan ba bi nguoc dai) Ba Ross, toi rat
tiéc. (Nghiém khac) Thua Ong, t6i mong ong hiéu rang chi nodi viéc dem ra trudrc cong chiing
d6i véi mot ngwoi dan ba da cam..

PHILIP. Pem ra c6ng chung u?

ROBERT (cdm thdy minh dd nam phdn thang). Tat nhién vi ba, chiing ta sé c6 dan xép dé tén
tudi khéi bi tiét 16. Nhung...

PHILIP. Tén tu6i nao?

(Liic dé, Emily dang ran rua nwéc mat).



EMILY. T6i khong thé dirng dwgc. Toi yéu anh Ay tha thiét!

ROBERT (vdn con lo mo). Tinh yéu c6 du dé ba tha thit cho 6ng chit? (Bong nhién tw coi minh la
ngwoi hoa giai) Ba Ross, cham qua roi khong con han gan dwoc sao?

PHILIP (néi gidn). Thwa 6ng, y 6ng mudn noi gi?
0. DEVIZES (tir ndy dén gicr vui thdm trong bung) U, Robert, ¥ con mudn néi gi vay?

ROBERT. Thuc ra, t6i— (c6 chau may.) 6ng Ross, toi phdi néi cho 6ng biét ngay: trir phi duoc
than chi hoan toan tin nhiém cho biét day du moi chi tiét, ching t6i khong thé ddm nhiém
mot vu nhu thé nay dworc.

PHILIP. Mot vu nhw thé nao hé 6ng? Néu 6ng muén ndi am chi diéu gi cé hai cho thanh danh
toi...

ROBERT. Thwa 6ng, thé khéng c6 hai dén thanh danh 6ng sao?
PHILIP. Thwa 6ng, t6i khong thay cé gi hét.
EMILY. Chong t6i khong c6 chi hét. Anh ay hién nhw but vay!

ROBERT (bdng nhién nghi rang nguwdi dan ba mau nuwéc mdt nay cé théla ké pham 16i). Vay thi
la tai ba!

EMILY. Troi, cai gi tai toi hé 6ng?
PHILIP. 7, 6ng hdy tra 1oi cau do di.

ROBERT. Thuira dng Ross, vang, toi sé trad 1oi. (Nhung anh thdy khéng thé trd loi dwoc). Sau khi
ngoi lai, tdi Khwdc tir tra 10 cau do. Toi khong theé tin rang tat ca déu do 10i cua ba, va toi twr
choi viéc nhan phu trach mét vu kho tam nhw thé nay.

0. DEVIZES (ndi mau). Vay dé to6i nhan cho.

PHILIP (van khéng hét gidn). T6i cho rang con 6ng da nhuc ma toi.



EMILY. Philip, théi di vé anh.

0. DEVIZES. Khoan da! Thuwa ong Ross, vi toi khong duoc doc thw 6ng, vay xin 6ng cho phep toi
hoi 6ng ba téi viéng tham ching toi vé viéc gi a?

PHILIP. T6i t&i d€ hoi xem ong c6 vui long thao dum chiing t6i mot ban chic thu khéng.
ROBERT (bdi réi). Thao chiic thw cho 6ng a? Chi c6 thé théi a?

PHILIP. Di nhién roi.

0. DEVIZES. Robert, bay gi¢r biét roi chit.

ROBERT. Nhung con thiy ba Ross xtc ddng ma.

PHILIP (cdm tay nang).Vo tdi cdm thiy rang thao chic thw cho t6i sé 1am tdi mau chét,
ROBERT. A ra thé!

PHILIP. C6 n6i hét trong thu ma!

0. DEVIZES (dé dct). Con c6 can néi gi khong. Robert?

ROBERT. Thatra... (anh ndy ra mét y kién hay) Nhung ngay bay gi¢ toi van thic mac, c6 phai
ong la Edgar Charles Ross khong?

PHILIP. Khong, Philip Ross ma.

ROBERT (¢tro trén). Philip Ross a? Ba oi chung ta da Iam 1an ky qua (0.Devizes chép mat. Ong
dang chu y coi xem con 0ng g& réi cach nao).Ong Ross a, s thyc thi hdm nay chung toi c6 hen
mot nguoi tén la Edgar Charles Ross vé mot van deé - tr, phal thudc loai... Troi oi! (Iam b
nghiém trong). Vo dng ta, tém lai...

EMILY (nang thwong doc bdo va diéu dé khéng phdi la vé ich). Ghé gém qua. Buon qua.

ROBERT. Budn that ddy. Ong ba ciing hiéu cho 1a tac phong nghé nghiép khdng cho phép toi
duoc tiét 16 thém mot Chll’



PHILIP. Vang, 1€ tw nhién - ching t6i cling khdng muon - Nhwng ching téi c6 viét thw ma.

ROBERT. Vang, c6 ch. Nhung la néi vé mét ban chic thw. Cai dé thudc tham quyén cua ba toi.
Ba a! Chic bay gi®r ba nhé bitc thw dé chit?

0. DEVIZES (néu khéng gdy tror ngai cho con thi ciing khéng gitip dé con). Ba khong thé noéi la ba
nhé& duorc.

ROBERT (vdn tro trdo). Ky nhi. Chdc ba bé sot chir gi.

0. DEVIZES. A, thwa 6ng Ross, dau sao ching nita, bay gior toi sdn sang gitp viéc ong.
PHILIP. CAm on 6ng.

ROBERT (v6n sdn sdang hy sinh vi bén phdn). Ba khong can con nita ch?

0. DEVIZES. Khong, Robert a, cam on con lam. Bay gio con hay dén cau lac bd va dung com
trua di. Chéac con mét roi. Bao Surtees vao day. (Noi voi khdch hang) Con tdi hdm nay méi lanh
vu nay 1a vu tht nhat trong doi no.

PHILIP (1€ d6). T6i mong anh 4y thanh cong.

0. DEVIZES. No cling khong dén noi té lam. Trong viéc nay, dau tién nod co vé vung vé, nhung
sau né go roi khéo 1éo 1dm. Robert, ba nghi rang roi ra con ciing sé tré thanh mot luat su.

ROBERT. Cam on ba. (Anh bo di mét cdch lanh le, ve do cé cai bong hoa).
0. DEVIZES. Ong Ross, nao bay gid ta vao viéc.
(Ban tay ctia ngwdi v tré chia ra dé tim ngudn an ui va nam Idy tay ctia Philip dang cho nang.)

PHILIP. biéu ma chinh ban than téi mudn 1a ban chic thw chinén gom €6 mot cau: “Toi dé lai
tat cd moi thir ma t6i lam s& htru chu, khi t6i chét, cho nguoi vo than yéu cta toi”.

0. DEVIZES (cdm dong vi chuyén tinh cua déi vy chdng tré). Vang, thwa 6ng, c6 nhiéu ban chic
thw con la hon thé nira.

(Emily xtic dong)



PHILIP. Can dam lén chi&, Emily.

EMILY. Nhitng chir “ma t6i lam s¢ htru chu khi toi chét” dé. (Giong cdu khdn) Chac anh khéng
can no6i cau do - phai khong 6ng Devizes?

0. Devizes. Chac chin 1a khong. Toi tin rang tbi c6 thé thdo mot chic thw ma khong cin noéi dén
chét chdc gi ca.

EMILY (giong khan khan). Vang, cam on ong.

0. DEVIZES. Pong thoi, di nhién, trong mot tai liéu phap ly ma géa phu la ngudi duy nhat.
(Emily lai té vé rdt xiic déng).

PHILIP (mét cdch trdch mdc). Can gi phai néi téi “goa phu”.

0. DEVIZES. Ba Ross, xin 16i ba. T6i quyet dinh bo chit “géa phu” di. Xin ba hay tha thtr cho mot
luat sw gia kho khao. (Qua nuoc mdt, nang mim cuoi biét on, Surtees vao). Surtees, ghi dum
mot vai diéu. (Surtees ngoi phia hau trwong va ghi). Thwa ba Ros, theo t6i hiéu thi sy kién ctia
vu nay, nhu sau: Chong ba (ndi nhanh) - dang khde manh - nhtrng biét rang doi ngudi khong
chic chin...

EMILY. Troi!

0. DEVIZES. Mic dau thuong thuong nhu ta doc trong chinh Kinh Thanh thi doi nguoi dai toi
bay muoinam - va tin rang chic 6ng sé sng lau nhw vay, tuy nhién, vi tinh thuong doi vai ba
nén ong nghi rang theo thu tuc lap mot ban chic thwla rat chily - d6 chi la th tuc thoi.

EMILY (tha thit). Da, cAm on ong.

0. DEVIZES. Ong Ross, con chi tiét gi nita khong?

PHILIP. T6i mo c6i cha me. Téi & Belvedere, 14 Bwong Tulphin, Hammersmith.
EMILY (déi véi nang sé nha dé nghe rdt hay). Ching toi cung & do.

PHILIP. T6i lam thw Ky cho nha Curar va Gow, dai ly than ngoai qudc.



0. DEVIZES. Vang, vang. Ong c6 loi tirc riéng gi khong? (Ho khéng thé khong curcri thdm mot chiit
trwdc cdu hoi ky qudc nay).

PHILIP. Khéng a.
0. DEVIZES. T6i thdy chtic thu nay rat vin tat.

PHILIP (thdy cdu néi cé vé khéng xitng véi mét co héi lén lao nhw thé nay.) Loi tire cuia toi kha
lon.

0. DEVIZES. Vay a?
EMILY (vé quan trong). Méi nim anh 4y c6 mot tram bay mwoi Anh kim.
0. DEVIZES. Vay ha?

PHILIP. Ltic dau toi chi dwoc c6 sdu mwoi Anh kim. Nhung roi lwong téi ting rat mau, O.
Devizes a. Nam nay lai thém muwoi lam Anh kim nira.

0. DEVIZES. Hay lam.
PHILIP (giong buén rdu). Nhwng tbi c6 chiat tham vong.
EMILY (sét sdng), Philip, n6i cho lut sw biét di anh.

PHILIP (thé manh). Ching t6i quyét dinh 1én t&i ba tram sau mwoi lam Anh kim mot nam
trwére Khi toi... vé huu.

EMILY. Nhu vay l1a moi ngdy mot Anh kim.

0. DEVIZES (mim cuoi té cdm tinh). Vay w, téi cau chic cho dng dwoc toai nguyén.
PHILIP. CAm on 6ng. Di nhién 1a chiing t6i phai sam do dac rat ton kém.

0. DEVIZES. Pting vay.

EMILY Anh c ndng nic doi mua cho téi nhitng d6 thuwong hdo hang (Nang ngirng néi. C6 1é



nang dang nghi téi cdn phong ngu phu 1ong ldy ciia nang).

PHILIP. Ching t6i khong ng ai mét xu va hién téi da dé danh dwoc hai tram Anh kim.
0. DEVIZES. Theo t6i nghi 6ng khéi dau nhw vay 1a kha 1am.

EMILY. O s& ho rit né vi anh ay.

PHILIP. Va t6i bao ké sanh mang Iy nam tram Anh kim.

0. DEVIZES. T6i sung sudng dwoc nghe tin do.

PHILIP. Di nhién t6i mudn dé lai cho vo tdi mot ngdi nha & Kensington va mdt co xe song ma.
0. DEVIZES. Biét dau duorc, c6 18 6ng sé lam dwoc nhw vay.

EMILY. 0!

0. DEVIZES. Xin 16i ba.

EMILY. Nha va nguwa c6 nghia la gi déi véi toi néu thi€u anh ay.

0. DEVIZES (giong an ui). bing vdy do. Theo y toi hleu thi 6ng Ross muoén ndi la khi 6ng qua
doi - néu co bao gior ong qua doi - thi tit cd moi tai san sé thudc vé vg dng.

PHILIP (khdng khdng). Pung vay.
EMILY (khdng khdng). Khong.

PHILIP (tho dai). Do la sy bat dong y kién duy nhat gitra hai ching t6i. Vo to6i khan khoan doi
toi phai lam viéc thién. Ong thay khong t61 c6 hai ba chi ho, khong giau c6 gi, ma t6i dang giup
d& doi chat. Nhwng trong chtic thu, tdi lam cach nao gitp ho dwoc?

0. DEVIZES. Truéc hét 6ng phai lo cho vo 6ng da.

PHILIP. Nhung vo tdi khang khing mudn tdi dé lai cho moi ba chi ho ndm mwoi Anh kim (Anh
nhin vo nhw do hai).



EMILY (giong kiéu hdnh). Mot tram Anh kim.

PHILIP. Nam mwoi Anh kim thoi!

EMILY. Minh, mot tram Anh kim cht.

0. DEVIZES. Théi ta dong ¥ bdy muoi 1dm Anh kim di.

PHILIP (vé mién cwéng). Pugc lam.

EMILY. Khong, mot tram Anh kim kia.

PHILIP. Nha t6i sé dwgc nhw y mudn. Pay tén va dia chi cia ho day.
0. DEVIZES. Con gi nita khong?

PHILIP (néi véi). Khong.

EMILY. Con dwong dwong nita minh. Anh c6 vao duwdng bénh & dé cach ddy mot nam va ho tir
té 1am.

PHILIP. U nhung...

EMILY. Mwoi Anh Kim (Anh phdi chdp thudn véi mét cdi nhin trach méc, nhwng 16 vé kham
phuc).

0. DEVIZES. Néu nhu vy 13 hét thi tdi khong gitt 6ng ba & 1au hon nita. Ong Ross, néu ngay mai
ong ghé qua day, khoang gio nay thi moi viéc déu xong ca roi.

(Mdt ho sa sam)
EMILY. O, dng Devizes, wéc gi 6ng thio ngay by gi¢r cho xong di.
PHILIP. Ong thiy khong; ching tbi phai 14y hét can dam dé cho xong viéc ndi ngay hom nay.

(Chdng khdc nao ho néi: “Van ménh chiing téi nam trong tay éng” va 6ng ludt sw mim cuoi thdy
minh quyén hanh dén thé).



0. DEVIZES (nhin dong ho). Puoc roi, chic chan khong lau diu. Xin 6ng ba di dung bira trwa &
dau day, r6i hay tré lai.

EMILY. Thoi, xin 6ng dirng yéu cau toi an.

PHILIP. Chung t6i bi xic dong qua 6ng a.

EMILY. Ching tdi chi tdn bd ngoai pho c6 dwoc khong 6ng?

0. DEVIZES (mim cwoi) Di nhién 1 dwoc, ¢6 c6 vo nhw ba tirc cwdi that.
EMILY. T6i cling biét la tirc cwdi, nhwng téi yéu anh ay qua.

0. DEVIZES. Vang, tirc cwoi that. Nhung thua 6ng Ross, xin 6ng dung do6i thay gi hét, nhatla
néu 6ng dang tién bo trén dwong doi.

PHILIP. Nhit dinh l1a khong roi!

EMILY (nhw muén trdnh xa to chiic thw ma ta cé thé néi la dd thanh hinh). Va xin 6ng vui long
dirng cho chung t6i gitr ban nao. T6i khong muon gitr né trong nha.

0.DEVIZES (gat gu dé cho nang yén long). Mot tiéng dong ho nita. (Ho di khoi, va ludt sw dung
com trwa, com gidn di hon Robert; mot chiéc bdnh mi xdng- -uych va mét ly ruou chdt. Ong vira
an vira noz] Surtees, anh hay lam cho xong cai do6 di. Pay tén va dia chi ong ta dé lai. (vui vé)
Cap vo chong nay vui qua.

SURTEES (lo ddng vi dang chti y dén diéu gi khdc). Thwa 6ng, vang a.

0. DEVIZES (vdn vui vé). Tinh duyén ctia dbi vo chong méi 1am cho ngudi ta cdm thay vui vé la.
SURTEES. Thwa 6ng, vang.

0. DEVIZES (ngac nhién vi giong néi khéng hon ctia Surtees). Anh khong c6 vé vui 1dm Surtees a.

SURTEES. Thua 0ng, xin 6ng tha 16i. Nhung khong phai ngwoi nao ciing déu vui ca dwgc. (Anh
di ra khéng nhin 6ng chu.). Thwa 6ng, toi sé lo liéu viéc nay.



0. DEVIZES. Khoan da. Co chuyén gi the7 (Surtees thdy kho trd loi va ong Devizes dn cdn di lai
phia anh). Khong phai cau chuyén ma ching ta ban ch? (Surtees cui dau.) C6 dau ldm khong?

SURTEES. Thua 6ng, khong dau 1am.

O.DEVIZES (vé gwong gao). Toéi chac khong phai chirtng bénh ma anh so dau. Bit ctty si chuyén
mon nao cling sé bao anh nhw vay.

SURTEES (khong nhin Ién). Thwa 6ng, hdm qua t6i cé di tham bac si.
0. DEVIZES. Thé nao?

SURTEES. Thwa 6ng, dung la chirng do.

0. DEVIZES. Ong ta khong thé biét chic duworc.

SURTEES. Thua 6ng, 6ng 4y biét chac.

0. DEVIZES. Giai phiu a.

SURTEES. Ong ta bao giai phau bay gi¢r chdm qua roi. Néu toi dwoc gidi phau tir 1au thi cé 18 c6
hy vong.

0. DEVIZES Nhung chitng d6 anh mic chwa lau ma.

SURTEES. Thua ong, t61 khong biét 1a t6i mac; nhwng 6ng ta bao rang né van c6 & do, ldc nao
nd cing ¢ trong nguoi toi, no chi la mot chim den, khong lé6n hon dau chiéc kim, nhwng sé lan
rong ra va huy diét ca con ngudi trong mot thoi gian. Ngoai ra, ngwoi toi van khée nhuw thuwong
(Dé chinh la didu ma khi ndy Surtees chil y t&i nén anh lo ding khi nghe cht noi.)

0. DEVIZES (giong tuyét vong). That1a vo ly.

SURTEES (nhan nhuc). Thwa 6ng, toi khong ro. Ong ta bdo c6 moét cai chdm nhw thé & hau hét
moi ngudi va néu ra khong coi chirng, cudi ciing né sé hai doi ta.

0. DEVIZES (véi vang) Khong, khong, khong.

SURTEES. Ong ta nguyen rua vat do. Theo t6i nghi thi y ong ta muon noi la ching ta nén biét dé
ma canh ching. (Anh c¢é trdn dp ndi dau khé ciia minh). Thwa O6ng, toi sé lo liéu viéc nay ngay.



(Anh di ra, 6ng Devizes tiép tuc diing com truwa.)

(Téi ddy man ha mét liic thoi dé'tiéu biéu rang nhiéu ndm da tréi qua. Khi man kéo Ién, ta thdy
hinh Nir hoang Victoria dd dwoc thay thé bidng hinh Vua Edward.)

Ta thdy Robert dang vui ddu vao cong viéc. Bdy gio Robert dd la mgt nguoi trung nién tuw ldu
khéng con nghitéi tro choi ném thiép vao mil niva. Mot ngudi thw ky lanh le tén la SENNET lai
bén chang.

SENNET. Thwa dng. Ba Philip Ross mudn gap ong.
ROBERT. Sennet, anh mudn n6i 6ng Ross ha?
SENNET. Thwa 6ng, khong a.

ROBERT. Cha. T6i c6 hen v&i 6ng Ross ma. Mi ba ta vao. (Cau mdt) Va nay Sennet, lam 6n ao
trong van phong vira vira chtt.

SENNET (lwu lodt). Thwa 6ng, dé 1a may nguoi thw ky tré tudi, diy a.

ROBERT. O day ho khong dwoc tré tudi qua thé, néu khong thi ho di noi khac. Anh bao ho nhw
thé..

SENNET (bang Iong vi dwoc di khéi). Thwa 6ng, vang a.

(Anh moi ba Ross vao. Ba hai mwoindm ta khong gdp ngwoidan ba nay va chdc ta khéng nhdn
ra nang ¢ ngoai pho Ldn ddu vao phong nay nang rut re, nhung bdy gio nang buéc vao mgt
cdch hién ngang. Ba khong mdc nhiéu qudn do, nhung trén minh ba nhiéu thit len va léng thu
ddt tién. Ba rdt tw tin. Tuy nhién, ba khong. phal la nguoi dan ba khdc biét vei nang Emily thua
xwa. Pidu ddng budn la ddu sao ciing lai vdn la ngwo'i dan ba dé.)

ROBERT (rdt chii y toi nguoi khdch quan trong cta 6ng va ciing dang tw h01 visao ba ta toi). Ba
Ross, thuec la dleu bat ngo thu vi. Ba cho phep. (Chang gitip ni than chii c&i chiéc do choang
mot cdch an can lam, va EMILY b6 do choang ra mét cach trinh trong cho xitng véi chiéc do). Xin
ba vui long ngdi xudng chiéc ghé tim thwdng nay.

EMILY (van con la mét phu nik tik té néu nguwdi ta déi xir dang hodng véi nang). Pugc lam.

ROBERT (giong ninh didm). Hin hanh dwoc thay ba ngoi trén do.



EMILY (di dém). Ong dau c6 han hanh. Ong dang tw héi: “Ngudi dan ba nay téi day lam gi vay?”
ROBERT. Thuc tinh thi toi -

EMILY. Va t6i s& néi cho dng biét. Ong dang doi 6ng Ross, phai khong a?

ROBERT (cdn thdn). Vang... A...

EMILY. O, hay nhi! Luat sw cac 6ng la tinh quai 13m. T6i biét 6ng ta c6 hen va bdi vay toi téi
day.

ROBERT. Ong hen gip ba & day a?

EMILY (stta lai qudn do)? Khong phai nhw thé. Toi khong biét 6ng cé vui long lam khi thiy toi &
day.

ROBERT (deé dqt). 0?

EMILY (bdy gic la mot nguoi ddn ba dam di thang t&i chu dich ctia minh). T6i biét 6ng Ay t&i
day lam gi ro6i. P& 1ap mot chic thw méi chit gi.

ROBERT (cdng nhdn). Va lai cling khéng phai la chiic thw dau tién 6ng iy lap & van phong
chung t6i, ba Ross a.

EMILY (ndi ngay). Khong, ma la lan thir tw.

ROBERT (xo0a tay vao nhau khi nghi t&i diéu dé). Ong lam dn phat dat qua. Hét thiang loi no t&i
thang loi kia.

EMILY (giong tw mdn). Vang, bay gio ching t6i la nhitng ké cé dia vi 1on.
ROBERT. Vang, dung vay.
EMILY (gay gdt). Nhung to chic thw cudi ciing da dé cip téi hét moi thik.

ROBERT (lai chdng che) DT nhién d6 1a mot van dé t6i khong thé thdo luan ki véi ba dwoc. Va
toi cling khong blet gi vé nhitng y dinh ctia 6ng nha.



EMILY. A, t6i ciing doan dwoc vai y dinh do.
ROBERT. Vay ?
EMILY. Va chinh vi vy ma t6i t&i day. Chinh 1a dé coi khong cho 6ng dy lam diéu gi phi ly ca.

(Ba ngoi lai cho thodi mdi hon khi cé tin ong Ross toi. Mot nha hao pht trong tinh buéc vao
phong. Ta nhdn thdy vdy trwéc khi ta biét 6ng ta la Philip Ross).

PHILIP (vira diva vira néi). Manh gioi chir, dng Devizes, manh gioi chi. Hay lam, ta hay lam viéc
do lién di. Thoi gian 13 tién bac, phai khong ong, thoi gior1a tién bac ma (6ng nhin thdy vo éng)
Kia Emily!

EMILY (thdn nhién). Philip, 6ng khong bao tdi téi ddy nhung toi nghi rang toi c6 thé téi cling
khong sao.

PHILIP. Puoc, khong sao.
(M&i thdy ba, mdt 6ng sa sam, nhwng bdy gi¢ thdy ba khén ngoan, 6ng cwdi té vé khadm phuc).
EMILY. Pay la chic thw thi nhit 6ng 1ap ma khong cho tdi biét nhé.

PHILIP. C6 thay doi gi quan trong dau nao. Chinh vi t6i muon dé ba khoi ban tim vé van dé do
thoi.

EMILY. Ong mudn noéi gi vay?

PHILIP (het binh tinh). A, nguoi ta khong thé 1ap chuc thu ma khong cam thdy rang lic d6 minh
dang di gan t&i coi chét hon. Phai thé khong, 6ng Devizes?

ROBERT (cd thé chét ma khéng Idp chiic thw). C6 mot sé ngwdi cdm thay nhw vay that.
EMILY. Thuc vo nghia. Lam thé nao ma c6 thé c6 cdm nghi nhw vy dwoc?
ROBERT. Bung vay.

EMILY (giong trach méc). Cam nghi d6 thuc ngdy ngd, Philip a. T6i nghi rang xtt dung mot moén
tién 1én nhw vay déi véi 6ng 1a mot cai thu.



PHILIP (hoi rtiing minh). Khong phai xtr dung ma la cho di.

EMILY. Cho nhirng ngw¢i ma 6ng thwong chir ai!

PHILIP (giong noi coc léc). Toi cling chwa cho di dau. Ba ndi nhu thé toi sap chét vay.
EMILY (thdn nhién). Pau phai thé. Chinh 6ng dang hanh dong nhw thé 1a 6ng sap chét chi.

ROBERT (gian xép). Pay la ban sao to chic thw trweée. Khong biét 6ng c6 muon téi doc 1én
khong?

PHILIP. Pau c6 cin thiét.

EMILY. Chung tdi cling c6 mot ban riéng & nha va ching tdi thudc lau roi.

PHILIP (lai ngdi xuéng ghé). Ong Devizes nay, theo dng nghi thi bay gid téi c6 bao nhiéu?
(Moi ngwoi déu mim cwoi, Nhw thé'la tinh thé dd sdng stia hon.)

ROBERT. T6i khong dam doan dau.

PHILIP. Chirng bay mwoi ngan.

EMILY. Va d6 la khong ké > ng6i nha ching t6i dang ¢ va can nha nghi mat ¢ nha qué. Chung toi
goi 1a nha nghi mat day. Ong ciing nén vé tham cho biét.

ROBERT. Vang, toi cling cd nghe noi.

EMILY (gaygat hon mdc dau bdu khéng khivan con sdng stia). Pugc, néi tiép di Philip. Chac
ong khong co y cat xén gi cla toi chit.

PHILIP (vui vé). Tt nhién la khéng r6i. Téi con dé cho ba nhiéu hon bao gio hét.
EMILY (lanh liing). Phai dé lai nhiéu hon chi.

PHILIP (lwérng lw). Dong thoi -



EMILY. Sao? Tat nhién la hoan toan thudc quyén s hitu ctia tdi chir khéng phai chi dwoc quyén
hwéng hué loi ma thoi.

PHILIP (wong nganh). D6 la diéu thay d6i ma t6i dang nghi toi.

EMILY. Chinh la diéu ma t6i nghi ng¢ da lau. Yéu ciu 6ng cho t6i biét tai sao vay?

ROBERT (ddu sao ngwoi chong ciing la khdch hang ctia minh). Di nhién, diéu d6 rat thwong.
EMILY. T6i khong cho rang chong toi 1a ngwdi tAm thwong.

ROBERT. Y t6i chi mudn néi rang vi cé con. ..

PHILIP. T6i cling mudén néi vay day.

EMILY. Vay nguoi ta khong tin toi dé tién bac cta t6i lai cho chinh con t6i sao! Tt truére toi da
bao gior sao 1ang bon phan véi con tdi chwa?

PHILIP (ciing tin nhw vay). Chua bao gio, Emily, chuwa bao gio. Ba tan tam trong nom con cai
13m. Néu c6 khuyét diém thi chi 1a ba chiéu ching né qua.

EMILY. Viy 6ng hanh dong nhw thé vi ly do gi.

PHILIP (kém thanh thwc hon). Chinh la dé ba khoi phai lo nghi khi t6i qua doi roi.
EMILY. Giir gin tién bac ctia t6i dau tdi c6 lo nghi gi.

PHILIP (ngtra ddu vé khinh khinh). Dau sao nita ciing la tién cta toi.

EMILY. T6i biét rang 6ng van c6 y nghi dé ma.

PHILIP (giong trang nghiém). M6n tién 1o6n qua ma.

EMILY. Nguwoi ta c6 y nghi rang 0ng so toi tai gia.

PHILIP (ndi gay gdt). Ngudi ta ¢é y nghi rang ba mong tdi chét ngay trong tun tdi.



EMILY. Hirm.
(Phlip khéng thé ngdi yén dworc.)

PHILIP. T1en cua toi. Neu ba dau tw vung vé va thua 16, 6ng Devizes nay, toi bdo thue, to6i khong
thé ndm yén dwéi mo néu toi thay rang tién cta téi bi mat vi dau tw khong ding ché.

EMILY (lanh lung) Philip a, 6ng dang nghi t&i ban than 6ng chir 6ng khong nghi gi té&i cac con.
PHILIP. Pau phai vay.
ROBERT (véi vang). Hai chau thé nao a?

EMILY. Mac dau do chinh miéng toi noi ra nhung qua thuc chua 6 nhirng dira tré nao ngoan
ngoan nhu thé. Hary thi hoc & Eton, 1 trwong sang nhat trong nwéc dng biét chtt.

ROBERT. T6i hy vong chau hoc kha.

PHILIP (cuoi tham) Ching t6i dwoc thw ctia nd viét lam ching t6i c6 vé hai long lam. Thir bay
tuan trudc né bi bat dang hut thuoc voi mot nha quy phai (voi mét niém hdnh dién cé thé tha
thit dwoc). Ca hai dira ciing bi ndén mira.

ROBERT. Con cd Gwendolen ra sao? Chic bay gi¢ ¢6 16n 1am roi nhi?
(Hai v chong nhin nhau cé vé quan trong).

EMILY. C6 nén néi khong?

PHILIP. Ong Devizes a, chuyén nén giit kin nhé.

ROBERT. Tdi c6 phai chiic mirng c6 4y khong?

EMILY. Philip, dirng néi tén.

PHILIP. Khong, khong néi tén. - Nhung khong phai la “ba” khong thdi diu, ma cé chikc twéc han
hoi nheé.



ROBERT, Hay 1am, c6 Gwendolen (rén diing liic). Bay gior tdi méi hiéu tai sao 6ng mudn lap
chuc thu méi.

PHILIP. Phai, d6 la ly do chinh cda t6i, Emily a.

EMILY. Philip, nhwng t6i khong mudn 6ng chi cho tbi c6 quyén hwdng hoa loi ma thoi dau.
PHILIP (trdnh né). Bay gi¢ ta thdo luin vé viéc do6 day.

ROBERT. Ong van giit nhitng mén di ting nhw cil chit?

PHILIP. A, dé cho cAc bénh vién 500 Anh kim

EMILY, U, nhung v&i bao nhiéu doi hdi khac ma ching ta phai thda mén, thi cai d6 c6 can thiét
khong?

PHILIP (manh dan hon). T6i sé tang l1én thanh mot ngan Anh kim kia.
EMILY. Philip!

PHILIP. T6i nhat dinh r6i. T6i muén danh mot ting pham lén cho cic bénh vién dé ho phuc
minh cht.

ROBERT. (vdi qua muc sau). Con nim muwoi Anh kim mo6i ndm cho moi ngwoi trong hai ba chi
ho.

PHILIP. Emily, t6i twdng ta cr d& nguyén moén nay.
EMILY. PAu tién chi 1a biéu mdi ba mot trdm Anh kim thoi.
PHILIP. Luc do téi con ngheo ting ma.

EMILY. Ong cho ring cho ho gitt nhiéu tién nhw vy 12 khon ngoan sao? Ho ciing ching biét lam
gl v&i so tién nay.

PHILIP. Ho gia r6i.



EMILY. Nhung ho con manh lam. Hang nam, bdy mwoi 1am Anh kim cho hai ngwoi 1a kha du roi.

PHILIP. Kha @0 néu ho song chung, nhuwng ba ciing biét 1a ho khong & chung. Ho ghét nhau nhw
cho6 véi meo vay.

EMILY. Ho hang véi nhau ma nhuw vay la khong tot. Ong c6 thé dé tién lai cho ho véi didu kién 1a
ho chung song vé&i nhau. b6 la mot hanh dong nhan dao.

PHILIP. Con c6 mot chuyén gi trong van dé do nira.
ROBERT. Vay thi van dé chinh la ba Ross ¢ ...

EMILY. O, t6i twdng di gidi quyét xong rdi ma.

PHILIP (th& dai). Toi sé phai chiéu theo y ba 4y, 6ng a.

ROBERT. Hay | 1am, t6i cho rang ba t6i mudn dwoc lp chic thw nay. Tiéc thay hdm nay ngudi
lai phai vé qué.

EMILY (lich swvi dd thdng cudc). Téi mong rang cu van manh gioi.
ROBERT. Vang, rit manh giéi. Hom nay ngwdi di choi con cau.

PHILIP (cwori). Con cau a. T6i thi t6i khong khong c6 thi gior choi thé thao (¥ tif). Nhung phai dé
cho cu lap chic thu cua toi. Toi khong thé twéc cua 6ng gia cong viéc do duorc.

ROBERT. Ba t6i sé rat hianh dién lai dwoc lam viéc nay.

PHILIP (rdt théa mdn). A! C6 nhiéu nguoi muon nghen chan doc trom khi cy than sinh ra 6ng
thao chic thu cho t6i. Toi khong biét sau cuing toi sé con dé lai dwoc bao nhiéu tién. Nhung toi
phai di bay gio.

EMILY. Toi dwa 6ng di dwoc khong? Toi ¢4 xe ngwa ma.

PHILIP. Pwoc, ba bé toi & cau-lac-bo. (Bdy gio ba Ross mdc do choang vao). Chao 6ng Devizes.
Toi sé khong c6 thi gior trd lai dau, vay nho 6ng bao cu téi toi nhé.

ROBERT (1€ phép). Vang, lam sao tién cho ong, la duorc. (Bdm chudng) Cu toi s€ vui long 13m.
T6i nhé lai 1o ba toi néi véi téi hom 6ng lam chic thw dau tién.



PHILIP (cwoi khdy). To chic thw d6 1a mot viéc nho nhit qua ma.
ROBERT. Ba t6i bao tdi rang doi séng cia vo chong 6ng ba gidng nhw tiéu thuyét vay.

PHILIP. Va cu n6i phai dly - Phai khong Emily? Nhung cu khong rd thién ti€u thuyét d6 nhu thé
nao.

(Ho di khdi, sung swé'ng, con Robert & lai nghi ngoi).

(Man lai ha, roi kéo Ién ngay va ciing van la van phong dé, nhung bikc hinh cho thdy la dwéi triéu
Vua George Ddy la mot budi sdng swong mu, va lira chdy do ruec trong lo. Ong Devizes Cha tdi
lam viéc y nhu 6ng van toi hang ngay trong khodng trén nira thé ky. Nhung bay gi¢ ong khéng co
quyen & ddy nira. M@t hai ndm trwdrc, nguwoi ta da cho 6ng vé hwu vi ong gia yéu; va nguoi ta hiéu
rang by gio, moi khira ngoai, bng khéng thé di mét minh dworc. HOm nay éng trén ra, va budc
chan dng da dwa ong toivan phong cii la noi ma tam hon 6ng liic nao ciing lwu Iuyen Ldn ddu
tién ta gdp Ong, ta thdy 6ng ddng bé vé, nhung nguoi ong da tro nén nho nhan va nhe nhang nhw
dira hoc tro nho chiu trong nhiéu dén thanh thich ctia minh hon cd nhitng bién cé ctia thoi cudc
trong nhitng ndm sau nay. Ong téi vin phong, twéng nhw ngdy xwa va mot nguoi thw ky & civa
cht y theo doi 6ng mot cdch kho chiu).

CREED (Khong biét chdc minh phdi lam gi).Thua cy, 6ng Devizes chwa tdi.
0. Devizes (ngdm nghi). C6 cht, ti t&i roi ma. Anh mudn néi téi 6ng Robert ha?
CREED. Thwa cy, vang a.

0. Devizes (cdn nhdn). Bao gid ciing cham tré. Khong thé 1am cho thang nho séng theo khuén
phép duoc. (Giong khoan dung) A, ma bon tré bao gi¢ ciing van thé - phai khong ha, Surtees?

CREED (mong Robert t¢i). Thua cy, chau tén la Creed.
0. DEVIZES (gdt). Creed a? Tbi khong biét anh. Surtees dau?
CREED. Thwa cu, & van phong nay khong ai c6 tén ay hét.

0.DEVIZES (tro nén nhit nhdt). Khong a? A t6i nhé ra roi. Thuwong hai cho Surtees (Nhung 6c
éng khéng thé nhé néi nhitng chuyén phién phirc). Khi ndo anh ta téi, hdy bao anh ta rang toi
can gap anh ta nhé.



(Théi quen cii ctia 6ng, dng thay do délam viéc & vdn phong).

CREED. D6 1a 40 ctia 6ng DEVIZES, a quén ctia Ong Robert ddy, cu a.

0. DEVIZES. Viéc gi n6 lai treo 4o & day. Pay 1a chiéc mic 4o clia tdi ma.
CREED. Thwa cu, 6ng treo 4o & diy bao nhiéu nam nay roi.

0. DEVIZES. _Khoéng phai dau. Cai do la cua toi day! Tai sao Surtees lai dé€ né lam nhw vay? Nay
anh, mac gidp toi chiéc ao vai.

(Creed gitip 6ng mdc chiéc do ma éng vira ldy ra khéi mdc do va 6ng gia té vé hai long).

CREED (thdy éng gia nhdc déng thw tir Ién). Con chac 6ng Devizes khong bang long dé cu boc
tho tir ciia van phong dau, cu a.

0. DEVIZES (vé cau cé). Cai gi thé&? Pi ra chd khac di. Bao Surtees vao day.

(May man cho Creed vi Robert t&i, va khi hiéu cdu chuyén, ong lam hiéu cho vién thw ky di ra. Cw
chi ctia ong t tré trung hon la khi ta gdp éng ldn trwéc, nhung téc ng dd hoa rdm. Ong té vé dn
cdn doivai bng bo.)

ROBERT. Ba & day a?
0. DEVIZES (sau khi nhin con). ", Robert ddy ha con? (Hoi di ngai) Robert nay; con gia roi.

ROBERT (thdn nhién). Con ngay mét thém nhiéu tudi, Ba a. Nhuwng tai sao ho lai dé Ba téi. Bao
nam nay ba khong téi day ma.

0. DEVIZES (ngac nhién). Bao nam roi a? Ba tuwdng Ba ctt téi nhw ngay xwa, ma khong nghi ngoi
gi, Robert a.

ROBERT. Vang, vang. Con sé cho nguwoi dwa ba ve.

0. DEVIZES (cé vé hoi ha minh). Robert, dé ba & lai day. Ba thich & day. Ba sé khong lam phién
con dau. Ba thich ngi cdi mui ciia van phong nay, Robert a.

ROBERT. Di nhién la Ba cé thé & lai duorc. Ba lai bén 10 suoi di. (Ong ddt éng cu vao chiéc ghé
banh duy nhdt bén canh Io swéi). Day ba c6 thé ngd mot gidc bén 16 swdi duworc.



0. DEVIZES. Ngu mot glac bén lo suoi a. By gio tao chilam duoc co thé thoi a. C6 lan - nhung
bay gior con tdi treo 4o ctia nd & kia mat roi. (Bdy gicr dng nhin Ién so sét) Robert &, con hdy noi
nhé cho cha biét: Surtees chét roi a?

ROBERT (quén mdt cdi tén dé roi). Surtees nao?

0. DEVIZES. Ngudi thw ky ctia ba do, con biét chtt.
ROBERT. 0, anh ta chét di ba mwoi nim nay rdi, ba a.

0. DEVIZES. Lau qua nhi! Twédng chitng nhw méi hém qua.
ROBERT. Chi c6 th&i xa xwa bay gio ba méi nhé 6.

0. DEVIZES (nhdn nhuc). Thé a?

(Robert boc thu, va ba 6ng ngu guc di mdt. Creed vao.)
CREED. C6 ngai Philip Ross toi.

(Ngai PHILIP ROSS oai vé bwdc vao, bdy gior gdn sdu mwoi tudi, hinh voc van manh, nhung tuyét
vong. Ong dang co tang va mang nhwng mdnh hinh hai tan vé cua dng véi mot vé anh hung rom.
Nén hiéu rang Philip khéng phaila vaitro “dwoc cam tinh” cua khan gia va dién vién nao déng
vai Philip cho khdn gid c6 cam tinh sé lam héng vé kich.)

ROBERT (ditng ngay ddy dé chao mét thdan chi sang nhw vdy). Xin chao Ngai Philip.
PHILIP (mdt vénh Ién). Vang, toi day.
ROBERT (bdi vi tinh trang bénh hoan cua Philip 16 ra ré rét). Ngai manh gioéi ch?

PHILIP (nhw bi thach d6). To6i vAn manh gidi - van vi dai (Vi mét vé diéu cot nhw thdch thikc).
Toi toi ve viéc cl.

ROBERT. D€ lam chic thw khac phai khong a?

PHILIP. Ong di doan dtng. Ngay lan dau (Ong nhin thdy nguwdi ngdi bén 1o swéi).



ROBERT. VAang, d6 1a cha t6i. Cu dang ngl. Dang 1& cu khong nén t&i day. Cu lan roi. D6 chila vi
tudi gia.

PHILIP (budn rdu). Lan . Nhw vAy chic phai hay 1am nhi.

ROBERT (theo nghi thirc). Thwa Ngai Philip, toi xin thanh that chia buon cung Ngai. Pang nira
doi ngwoi chdng ta bi - Piéu dé dang sw thue biét bao. T6i co di dwa dam.

PHILIP. T6i c6 thay dng.
ROBERT. M6t ngwoi dan ba rat dwoc né vi. T6i rat kinh trong ba.

PHILIP (voi mét giong hdu nhw thich thii). Ong nhé rang khi chung toi toi day vé viéc chic thw
thi dau sao nha toi - ca hai ching toi thi diing hon - vin chic ring toi sé 1a ngudi chét truée.

ROBERT (giong tir bi). Nhitng diéu dé nguwoi tran mat thit khong thay duorc.

PHILIP (tin two'ng) Con nhiéu cai khong thay. Lé ra chiing t6i khong can phai ban tim nhiéu
dé&n thé vé ban chiic thw néu - Nao théi ta lam viéc di (giong tan nhdn). Ong biét chtt, tdi chua
chiu dau hang ma.

ROBERT. Ching ta phai cui dau kinh phuc.
PHILIP. Thé a? Bay gio t6i c6 cui dau khong?

ROBERT (kh¢ chiu). Can dam nhu vay trong nhirng gio phut nghiém trong - Vang - va téi tin
chac rang Ba Nam twdc Ross...

PHILIP (v&i giong hai hwéc kho chiu ma 6ng vira c6) Nha téi chwa dwoc chire twéc do.

ROBERT. Sau dé chang bao lau thi ba c¢6 dwoc vinh dw d6. Téi cdm thiy rang ba thich nguoi ta
nh¢ téi minh véi danh hiéu ba Nam twdc Ross. Bao gior toi cling nhé téi ba véi hinh anh mot
ménh phu an van sang trong thwong hay...

PHILIP (noi sang] Thoi di 6ng. T6i khong nghi toi nha t6i lic do. Co mot thoi ky truoc thoi ky
do. Nha toi dau c6 an van sang trong (Ong day xéo Ién ky niém cii). Tinh trang ctt té dan. T6i
cting khong hiéu tai sao nita. Thuc 1a mot thé gi¢i bi 6i. Toi téi day khong phai dé néi chuyén
do6 dau. Thoi ta hay lam viéc di.



ROBERT (nhe nhom noi vi khong néi téi chuyén ngwo'l chét nira). Vang, vang, nhung diu sao, doi
ong ciing dwoc dén bu. Ong da c6 ciu con trai..

PHILIP (gat géng). Khong, tdi khong cé né (Iudt sw ngac nhién). Toi tle né roi.
ROBERT. N&u cju ay trét dai dot...

PHILIP. Dai dot! [Ve nguoiong biéu 1o mot chiit tw cdch). Thua 6 6ng toi da di toi tinh trangla néu
dem chit “dai dot” ma ap dung dwoc cho chinh con trai toi thi tdi di cho 1a dep dé 1am roi.

ROBERT. Ciu 4y hw hong dén thé kia a?
PHILIP. N6 1a d6 vé tich sw.
ROBERT. Thuc kho tdm cho t6i phai nghe 6ng néi nhw vay.

PHILIP. C6 kho tam hon la khi t6i phai noira diéu do khong? (Ndm chdt tay). Nhung t6i cho no
di xa roi. Luat phap cling lam ngo, néu khong thi dau t6i c6 lam duorc. Sao o6ng khong bao rang
toi nudng chiéu no va nhu vay la t6i dang doi. bo la diéu ma thién ha néi chuyén sau lwng toi.
Tai sao 6ng khong hoi chuyén veé con gai t6i? P6 lai 1a mot cach khac dé lam cho tdi nhé lai
chuyén do6 hon nita.

ROBERT. Théi t6i xin ngai, Ngai Philip. Toi biét c6 ma. T6i thanh thuc bay té cAm tinh cia toi
voi...

PHILIP. Mot anh tai x&, vaing chinh nd 1a tai x&. Cai thang 14i xe cho né.
ROBERT. T6i rat buon...

PHILIP. T6i khong can ai thuong hai ca. Toi da giai quyet xong chuyén ca hai dira, va néu ong
cho rang nay toi la mot nguoi tuyét vong thi 6ng nham lan! T6i sé cho chung no thay Ong co
gidy tor dé khong? Vay xin 6ng hay ghi lay chic thw cu0i cung cla toi. T6i da san sang tit ca
trong dau toi roi. Toi sé cho chiing no thay.

ROBERT. Xin 6ng hay ch¢ lic binh tinh hon cé tot hon khong ...

PHILIP. Xin 6ng vui long lam cho t6i ngay by gic, hay la dé t6i phai qua bén kia dwong nho
nguoi khac?



ROBERT. Néu 6ng cho la t6i can phdi lam ngay bay gio.

PHILIP. Vay xin 6ng ghi di. (Llem moi) Toi, Philip Ross, ngu tai 77 dwong Batt, ctra Tay Luan-
bon, do ban van nay, huy bo tat cd nhitng chic thu va di chiic cii, va toi dé lai tat ca nhirng gi
ma toi la s& htru chu khi toi chét.

ROBERT. C6 dung thé khong a?
PHILIP. T4t ca nhitng gi ma t6i la s& hitu chu khi t6i chét.
ROBERT. C6 ding thé khong a?

PHILIP. T6i dé lai - T6i dé lai - (Moi viéc thé'la hong cd roi). Troi oi! Ong Devizes o1, to6i khong
biétlam gi véi tai san nay.

ROBERT. T6i - toi thwc sw - cho rang ...

PHILIP (chua chdt). Ong c6 gitp toi v kién gi dwoc khong?

ROBERT. M4y ba chi ho chét roi, phai khong a?

PHILIP. Chét liu roi.

ROBERT (luéng cudng). Trong trirong hop mot mon tién 1én nhw vay.

PHILIP (dé cho tdt cd s6  vang ma ong dd gop nhdt duo¢ tudt qua ngon tay). bay tién ma toi
kiém dworc bang mau cua toi. Troi oi! (nhdn rdng ra) Ong gia kia c0 thich cho1i voi tién khong
nhi? Né&u t6i mang tirng tii dén day, 6ng c6 ném qua ctra s6 dum toi khong?

ROBERT. Thua Ngai Philip!

PHILIP (Idy mot mdnh gidy trong tui ra). Pay, 6ng hay cam lay Glay nay ghi tén va dia chi cia
nam sau nguoi, toi da tranh diu voiho phan 1én chi vi tién, va toi da thang ho. Ong hay thao
mot chic thu dé lai tat ca so tién cda t6i cho ho chia nhau cung véi nhitng 1o nguyén ria kinh
can cua t6i, r6i dng mang lai cho toi ky.

ROBERT (rdt dbi ngac nhién). Nhung thuc sw t6i khong thé....

PHILIP. Néu 6ng khong lam thi ngwoi khac lam. Pwgc chit, 6ng?



ROBERT. Puoc lam.

PHILIP. Thé 1a xong. (Ong dirng ddy cuoi. Ong nhin 6ng Devizes nhw tréu choc). Ong lao ngd bén
10 swdi o1, thé 1a khong c6 mat 6ng trong ldc thao chic thw cudi cung cta toi.

(Ho ngac nhién vi 6ng gia cwa qudy).

0. DEVIZES. Chuyén gi ma néi dén chic thu vay?

ROBERT. Ba thirc day a?

0.DEIVZES (m& mdt nhin mdt Philip). Thwa 6ng, t6i khong quen 6ng.

ROBERT. C6 cht, c6 chir. Ba, ba nhé 6ng Ross chit. By gior 6ng ay 1a Ngai Philip day.

0. DEVIZES (lich thiép). Ngai Philip a? Thwa ngai, t6i chuc ngai vui vé, nhung tdi khong quen
ngai.

ROBERT (giong khuyén khich). Ong Ross d6, ba a.
0. DEVIZES. T6i c6 quen mdt dng Ross da 1au roi.
ROBERT. Van dng 4y diy.

0. DEVIZES (buon rau) Khong, khong phai. Ong tala mot thanh nién mdt mii sang sua, co
nguoi vo than yéu va dep 13m. Ho t&1 1ap chic thw (Ong cwoi thdm) va toi thé cé trod cé dat, ho
chi c6 hai xu ru&i. Téi thich ho 1dm, thuc 1a mot cap vo chong hanh phiic.

ROBERT. (v&i giong nhw xin 16i). Qua khit d6i v&i cha toi ro hon hién tai. Thé 1a dd roi, Ba.
PHILIP (cuc can). D€ ké 6ng cu ndi tiép.
0. DEVIZES. Nhitng ké dang thuwong, tit cd déu c6 mot két cuc kho s&, dng biét cht?

PHILIP (khéng cuc cdn doi vai 6ng gia). Vang, t6i biét. Tai sao moi viéc déu khéng ra gi ca, hé
cu? T6i ngdi nghi va ngac nhién, va tdi van khong thé tim ra can nguyeén.



O DEVIZES. D6 1a céi diém dang buon day Khong c6 cin nguyén gi ca. Luc nao né cling san cé
& diy roi. Y da noi cho t6i hay tat ca vé diéu do.

ROBERT. Ba t6i dang nghi dén chuyén gi khac. Téi cling khong biét 1a chuyén gi nira.
PHILIP. Yén nao. Cai d6 12 cai gi ma san c6 & day roi?

0. DEVIZES. Ltic ndo né ciing & trong nguwoi ho - mot chdm khong 16 hon dau chiéc kim,
nhung chi che dé lan rong ra va két [idu doi ho khi thoi gian téi.

ROBERT. T6i khong hi€u ba t6i bi cai gi &m anh.
PHILIP. Cu biét 1am. Vay c6 thé lam gi dé€ dé phong n6 khong hé cu?

0.DEVIZES. Néu ho dé y canh chirng. Nhung ho khéng biét nén ho khong canh chirng. Toi
nghiép cho ho.

PHILIP. T6i nghiép cho ho.

0. DEVIZES. N6 1a cin bénh that gobm ghlec Cudi cung no lam hai gan hét moi nguwoi, néu
khong canh chirng. (Ong lai ngoi phich xuéng ghé'va quén ho lién)

ROBERT. Ba t6i n6i huyén thuyén khong dau vao dau.
PHILIP. Ong gia biét chtt. (Ong chdm chap xé tan mdnh gidy ma éng dd dwa cho Robert).
ROBERT (nhe nhém). T6i vui mirng thay 6ng lam nhw vay.

PHILIP. Mot chdm khong 1én hon diu chiéc kim (Mot mong wot vut hién ra trong 6c ong, cé 1é
qud cham] T61 wéc mong t6i co thé giup do mot s6 thanh nién truoc khi chdm den d6 c6 du thi
girlan rong ra va hlly diét ho nhw né da hily diét t6i va than nhan cta toi.

ROBERT (twoi tinh han Ién). V&i mot gia tai 1¢n nhw vay.
PHILIP (két todn dori minh). Piéu dé khong phai c6 tién ma lam lam dwoc dau, ong a.

(Ong di khéi, va di ddu chi cé Troi biét).
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