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Gici thiéu

Long tw hao vé gia dinh ctia S c6 nguy co sup d6 khi ngwdi cha tiét 10 bi mat doi tw dong troi
con ba me lai tim thiy... nguon vui mai. ba vay, N bong dung chay theo mot con bé chip hoi...
Con chuyen vao dai hoc nira, néu khong chon trrong xin nhat thi sao xirng danh kiéu nit? bén
chét mat thoi véi ca déng 4p luc nay!

Nhung van con dé tinh ban, hdj gossip girl mé li. Sao lai ngo té nhw thé nhi, gidn nhau v& van
chi vi mot ga trai lang nhang7' Ua, ma nguoi nhu S bdng dung lai tir té vay 4? Tin dwoc khong?

- Chao mung dén véi thé giéi Kiéu nir 1Am chuyén - noi cu trd cua dam doéng hao nhoang nhat
thanh phé New York; mot thé gi¢i cia ghen tudng, phdn boi va cach cw xtr khac thuwong.

"Mt thu vui xem chirng toi 16 nhung khong thé cuwéng lai duoc. T thdn cudn sdch cd hiéu trng
ctia viéc buén chuyén - mot khi da cdm sdch lén, dé ban cé thé thodt ra dwoc” - Publishers Weekly



Em la thdn Vé ni¥ ctia anh, la Itra ctia anh. Trong khdt khao noi anh dé.

- Ban nhac Bananarama, Ca khic “Venus”



Xin chao cac cau!

Chao mung dén véi khu Upper East Side ctia thanh pho New York, noi ban be va t& song trong
nhitng can ho hoanh trang, tuyét dep va dén hoc & cac truong tu dang cap cao. Ching t& khong
phai ldc nao ciing 1a nhirng nguoi xinh dep nhat thé gi¢i, nhung ching té biét trang diém sao
cho minh trong that bat mat va ngon lanh nhAt.

Mua dong dang dén. P6 1a mua yéu thich ctia thanh pho nay va ca to nira. Cac cau trai di ra
Cong vién Trung tam, choi bong hodc lam nhiing diéu cac cau dy van lam vao mua nay, médc
cho 14 kho roi day trén 4o len va trén téc. Va nhirng cai ma irng hong do... 6i hip dan lam sao!

ba dén lac rat thé tin dung va x6ng vao ctra hiéu Bendel va Barneys dé lwa nhirng doi ung maoi
dém dang, tit lwdi khéu goi, vay len mini va do chui dau bang vai cashmere tuyét hao. Thanh
phé duong nhu long lanh hon vao thoi di€m nay, va ching té cling mudén long lanh theo!

That khong may, ciing da dén luc pha1 dién vao don dang Ky truong dai hoc. Ching to déu la
con cai nhirng gia dinh danh gia, hoc & nhitng trwdng trung hoc thuoc hang cao cap, khong thé
khong nop don vao cac truong dai hoc Ivy Leagues[1], va khong doé vao cac truong do thi that
la mot sw xau ho nhuc nha. Ap Iuc Ia vay, nhung t& quyet khong dé n6 dé bep minh. Pay la ndm
cuoi trung hoc, ching t& sé choi téi bén dé ghi lai dqu 4n ctia minh va van mang theo kiéu song
ay khi vao trwong dai hoc minh lya chon. Chung to co dong doi oach nhit bo Pong - t& chac
rdng ching to sé co cach dé 1am sao vira kiém dwoc miéng lai vira dwoc choi[2], nhw ching té
van luén duorc thé.

T& biét mot sO cd nang sé khong dé cho ap luc dé ning ti nao dau...
Nhitng canh trong thay

B di cung bo vao mua kinh ram ¢ hiéu Gucci trén bai 16 Nam. Ong 4 ay khong thé quyét dugc nén
mua mat kinh mau hdng hay xanh ngoc nén 6ng mua ca hai. Cha, 6ng ta  dung la dong bong! N
va dam ban dang tim nhiing truong hay ho nhit trong cuénCdm nang cta nguoivao dai hoc &
clra hang sach Barnes & Noble trén duong 86 va Lexington. S di lam mat o Aveda trong khu
pho dwdi. Va D, dang mo mang xem truot bang ¢ Trung tam Rockefeller va viét vao cudn so
tay. Mot bai thové S- khong con ho nghi gi nita - thit 1a lang man. B cling c6 mot budi tay 1ong
kiéu Brazil & tiém Chi em J. C6 nang dang chuan bi dé...

C6 phai B that sw sdn sang don nhan budc tiép theo khong?

C6 nang noi veé viéc do6 tir khi hét he, ltic c6 véi N cung nhau tré lai thanh phé. Sau day thi S xuat
hién, mat N bt dau lac hwéng lung tung, lam cho B quyet dinh trung phat cau bang cach bat
cau cho doi. Nhung gio $ da c6 D, va N da hira sé cu xur twr té v&i B. ba dén Idc rodi. Sau ciing,
khong ai thuc sw mudn vao dai hoc ma van 1a trinh nit ca.

T& sé theo doi sat san sat day.

Cac cau biét cac ciu yéu t& ma!

GNC



Kiém dwoc banh va roi danh mat

“Chuc cho Gau Blair cua t6i,” 6ng Harold Waldorf nang ly sam-banh lén vé phia Blair. “Con van
ctrla cd gai nho cua bd, cho du con da mac quan da va co ban trai to dung.” Ong né nu cuoi ram
nang vé phia Nate Archlbald cau dang ngoi canh Blair bén cai ban nho trong nha hang. Ong
Waldorf da chon Le Giraffe d& in bira t6i dic biét vi 1€ n6 nho, than mat va hop thoi, do dn
tuyét hao va hau ban thi cé giong néi kiéu Phap quyén rii nhat.

Blair Waldorf lan mo dwéi khan trai ban va nam ldy dau g01 cua Nate. Anh nénlam cho né hirng
khéi. Gid ma c6 b6 biét ching minh dinh lam gi lat nra nhi, n6 nghi méng lung. N6 cham ly véi
b6 va uéng mot ngum to sim-banh.

“Cam on bd,” n6 noi. “Con cdm on b6 da di ca ching dwong chi dé tham con.”

Ong Waldorf dat ly xudéng va dung khdn an lau miéng. Mong tay cua Ong sang bongya dwoc cat
gifia hoan hao. “0, b6 khong dén vi con dau, cung a. B6 dén day dé khoe hang Ong nghleng
diu sang mot bén va ddu moi 1én nhw thé mot ngwoi mau lam dang chup anh. “Trong bd khong
ngon lanh sao?”

Blair bau ngén tay vao chan Nate. N6 phdi thira nhdn la bd né trong rat banh. Ong da giam
duoc hon chin kg, 6ng ram nang, mdc qudn ao Phap dep de, trong co ve hanh phuc va thu tha.
Thuc sw thi né vui vi 6ng da dé ban trai cda 6ng ¢ lai lau dai cta ho bén Phap N6 chua san sang
dée thay canh bd minh trung ra thién ha tinh cdm véi mot ngudi dan 6ng khac, chit ching hé
han gi chuyén 6ng trong ngon nghé ra sao.

N6 cam thwc don 1én. “Minh goi mén nhé?”

“Té sé an bit-tét,” Nate noi. Cau khong muodn lam 16n chuyén vé viéc dn gi. Cau chi muon dn
cho xong bira toi. Khong phai la cau khéng ban tam dén viéc di choi véi dng bé sbi ndi cla
Blair: cing thuc sw kha thu vi khi quan sat ong ta tro nén dong béng ra sao. Nhung Nate non
néng mudn vé nha Blair. C6 nang cudi cung ciing da dau hang. Va da dén thoi diém thich hop
roi.

“T¢ cling vay,” Blair néi, dong quyén thuc don lai ma khéng ngé nghiéng gi né. “Bit-tét.” Pdng
nao noé cting khong dlnh an gi nhiéu, chttr khong chi dém nay. Nate da htra voi né 1a cau hoan
toan cham dit voi Serena van der Woodsen ban cung lop véi Blair va tung la ban than nhat.
Cdu da san sang danh cho Blair sy quan tam doc nhat vo nhi. N6 khong quan tim minh an bit-
tét, trai so hay éc cho bita toi - rit cudc thi cd sap mat trinh day!

“T6i ntra la ba,” bo no lén tleng “Trois steak au poivre,” 6ng noi voi anh hAu ban bang 4m diéu
Phap hoan hao. “Va tén nguwoi da cat téc cho em. Em cd mai toc tuyét qua.”

Ma Blair do bung. N6 nhon mot thanh banh mi lay tir gid trén ban va can. Giong noi va phép
rng xt ctia bé né hoan toan khac voi ho6i né gdp ong chin thang trudc. Luc d6 ong la mot luat
sw bao thu, mdc complé dong bo voi moi duwdng ui thang tap bang kinh toan phan. Gi¢ thi 6ng
hoan toan nhu xa trai, voi 16ng mi gia, ao so mi mau tim oai hwong cung tat dong mau. Trong
that xdu h6. Ma hon het ong 4y lai 1a bo nd.

Nam ngoai, bo Blair cong khai chuyén quan hé dong tinh va vu ly di sau d6 cua bd me no tré
thanh cau chuyén ctia ca thanh phé. Bay gio thi ai cling gan nhw quén ca roi, va 6ng Waldorf tuw



do chwong cai mat dep trai ciia minh bat ct noi diu 6 ong muon. Nhung diéu dé khoéng c6 nghia
1a nhitng thuc khach dn t6i khac & Le Giraffe khong dé y. Ho rat chii y 1a dang khac.

“Anh c6 thdy tat ctia 6ng ta khong?” Mot quy ba trung nién thi tham v&i 6ng chong té nhat cla
minh. “Hong-va-xam so le hinh qua trdm nhé.”

“Nghi xem han ta c6 d0 chiy trén téc khong vAy? Han nghi hin 13 ai co ch®? Brad Pitt chac?”
Mot luat sw danh tiéng héi vo.

“Ong ta cé bé ngoai con my miéu hon ca vo ci, t& sé ké cho nghe ma coi,” mot hiu ban nhin
xét.

Ai cling 14y lam vui ngoai trur Blair. Chac chén 1a né6 mudn b6 minh hanh phic, va cling binh
thwong cho 6ng khi 6ng la gay. Nhwng 6ng cé can phai lam nhw qua vo tw tw nhién vé diéu do
khong?

Blair nhin ra ctra so c6 anh den duwong lo mo trong lan khong khi thang 11 buot gia. Khai boc
cudn lén tir miéng 6ng khéi trén mai nhitng ngdi nha sang trong doc dwong so 65.

Cu6i cung thi salad cta ho ciing dwgc mang ra.

“Vay 1a van trueong Yale nam téi cha?” Ong Waldorf hoi, khi 6ng xién mot la rau diép xoan. “Pé
la noi con dat tim minh vao dé ch, Gau? Truong cii cda bo ay?”

Blair ha nia xudng va ng01 dua hrng vao ghé, chia cdp mat xanh xinh dep ctua minh vao bo. “Thé
con chd nao khac dé con vao dau?” N6 hdi nhu thé Pai hoc Yale 1a trwong dai hoc duy nhat trén
hanh tinh nay.

Blair khong hiéu tai sao moi nguoi dam don Vao sau hay bay trwong dai hoc, vai trwong trong
s6 d6 dé& dén mitc ho goi 1a dé cho “an toan.” Blair la mot trong nhirng hoc sinh nim cudi giol
nhit & truong ni hoc Constance Billard, mgt ngdi treong nho, thuong luy, toan con gai, di hoc
phdi mac dong phuc nam trén dlmng s6 93 phia Pong thanh pho. Moi cb gai tuw truong
Constance déu vao dai hoc hang dau. Nhung Blair khong bao gi¢r datra tiéu chuan tot mot cach
don gian. N6 phai c6 thir tt nhat trong moi thit, khong c6 nhan nhwong gi hét. Va truong tot
nhat, theo y kién ctia n6, chinh 1a Yale.

B6 né cudi. “Thi b6 méi doan la nhirng trwong khac nhw Harvard hay Cornell nén gwri thw xin
16i vi vAn ngoan c6 16i kéo con, khong phai viy sao?”

Blair nhin vai va ngdm nghia nhitng mdéng tay méi gifia cia minh. “Con chi mudn vao Yale, vy
thoi.”

B0 no6 li€c nhin Nate, nhung Nate dang nhin quanh tim thir gi khac dé udng. Cau ghét sam-
banh. Thi cau thwc sw mudn la mot coc bia, cho du né khong c6 ve thich hop ldm dé goi trong
mot noi nhu Le Giraffe. Ho luén 1am ron 1én, ndo 1a phai mang ra mot c6c wop lanh va réi nao la
rot Heineken vao do nhu thé mot thir gi dac biét 13m, trong khi cai thit nhi nhang d6 ban c6 thé
goi @ mot tran bong ré.

“Thé con chau, Nate?” Ong Waldorf héi. “Chau nop ho so vao dau?”

Blair hoan toan hoi hop veé viéc mat trinh. Moi thit ban luan vé dai hoc chi lam cho tinh hinh toi
té. N6 day ghé ra sau va du'ng 1én di vé nha vé sinh. N6 biét diéu nay that kinh td'm va né phai
hoc cach dung lai, nhung moéi khi hdi hop noé thay budn nén kinh khiing. P6 chi 1a mot thoi
quen xau cua nd thoi.



Thuwc sw thi khong chinh xac nhw thé. Nhuwng ching ta sé ban chuyén dé sau.

“Nate sé vao Yale v&i con,” Blair bado bé. Roi né quay di va tw tin sai chin qua phong dn nha
hang.

Nate nhin theg n6. N6 trong that nong bong trong chiéc 4 ao vay lua den c6 dai budc sau gay, voi
mai téc nau sam sudn xda ngang by vai tran va chiéc quan da b6 sat 1dy déi hong. Trong nhu
thé n6é da lam chuyén dé nhiéu lan roi.

Quan da khién c6 an twong nhw thé.
“Vay chau ciing vao Yale ha?” Ong Waldorf nhic lai khi Blair da di khi.

Nate ddm chiéu nhin vao ly sam-banh cia minh. Cau thuc sy, thuc sw mudn mot coc bia. Va
cau thuc su, thuc sw khong nghi ciu cé thé vao dwoc Yale. Ban khong thé thirc day, nwéng mot
cai banh va lam mot bai tinh[3] va doi dé dwoc vao Yale - ban chi khong thé. Va dé 1a nhitng gi
ciu lam gan day. Nhiéu lam.

“Chau muon vao trudng Yale,” cau néi. “Nhung chau nghi Blair sé& that vong. Y chau 1a bang
diém cta chdu khong dwoc tot.”

Ong Waldorf nhay mat voi cau. “0, chi 1a chuyén giira toi voi chau thoi, t6i nghi Blair dang hoi
c6 chuat khit khe véi cac truong khac khap ca nwdc minh. Khong ai bao chau phai vao bang
dwoc Yale. C6 hang d6ng trwedng khac cling tot day thoi.”

Nate gat dau. Vang Tru'(yng Brown ciing c6 veé rat duoc. Chau c6 mot budi phong van & do vao
cudi tudn sau,” cau noi. “Mac du chac chan d6 chila mot sw chleu c6 thém. Chau bi diém C & bai
thi todn vira roi, va chau tham chi chwa thi ky thi duw bi AP,” cau tha nhan. ‘Blair khong nghi
Brown 1a mot tredng thuc sw tot. Chi biét ddy, vi ho c6 it yéu cau hon, hay dai loai vay.

“Blair 6 tiéu chudn cao chang kha thi ti ndo,” dng Waldorf néi. Ong nhip sam-banh, ngén ut
ram nang cta ong chi vé phia xa. “Co bé thira hlmng & toi day.”

Nate liéc sang nhitng ban bén canh trong nha hang. Cau ban khoan khong biét liéu ho ¢6 nghi
cau va 6ng Waldorf cap voi nhau nhw ban trai khong. Be cham dit sw suy dién, ciu dlrng ve 40
1én va hang giongrave rat nam tinh. Blalr da mua cho cau cai 4o chui dau ndm ngoai, va cau da
mac nhiéu lan dé dam bao v&i no rang cau khong co y d6 bo no6 hay Iira déi hodc lam cai gl
kh1en né phién mudn. Chau khong biét,” ciu noi, cam lay mot cai banh cudn trong gi6 banh mi
va th6 bao bé mot nira. “S€ that tuyeét néu nghi mot ndm va di bién véi bo chau hodc 1am mot
cai gi d6 chdng han, chii c6 nghi thé khong?”

Nate khong hiéu tai sao, vao tudi muoi bay, ban phai lap ra so do cho ca quang doi con lai. Co
hang ta co hoi va nhiéu truong hon sau mot hay hai nam 1énh dénh quanh bién Caribbean hay
truot tuyet & Chile. Thé ma tat tat bon cung hoc voi cdu & trwong nam sinh St. Jude lai 1én ké
hoach tién thing vao dai hoc va roi tién téi sau dai hoc mot 1éo. Con dudng Nate nhln thay do
thuc rala cach ho ky thac doi minh ma chang c6 chut suy nghl xem ho thyc sy muon lam gl. Vi
du cau yéu am thanh ctia Pai Tay Duong gia lanh vo tap vao man tau. Cau yéu cai cam giac
nang nong trén lung khi cau kéo budm lén. Cau yéu khoanh khac mat troi phat ra anh xanh luc
trwoe khi no lan xudng dai dwong. Nate hinh dung ra hin con khéi thir nhw thé trong doi nay,
va cau mudn dwoc ném trai ching, khong bé qua cai nlo.

Chirng nao ma ching khong doi hoi qua nhiéu nd lwc. CAu chang kha khim gi trong viéc nd luc
ca.



“Cha, Blair sé khong vui lam khi n6 biét chiu nght vé viéc dung thoi gian rong choi,” ong
Waldorf cwdi khé. “Cac con phai nham dén viéc vao Yale cung nhau va 1dy nhau roi s6ng hanh
phuc tron doi.”

Mat Nate doi theo Blair khi né quay lai ban, dau né ngang cao. Moi thuwc khach trong nha hang
déu nhin theo nd. N6 khong phai la c6 gai mdc dién nhat, manh mai nhat hay cao nhit trong
phong nhung né dwong nhu ¢é phan long lanh ruc ré hon ho. Va né biét diéu dé.

Bit-tét ctia ho duworc mang ra va Blair xan mot mleng cho minh, lam xudi no xuong bang mot
ngum sam- -banh va mot thia khoai tay nghién ndu bo. N6 ngdm vé quyen rii cia Nate khi thai
dwong ctia cau han I1én khi cau nhai. N6 khong thé nhin duoc hon nira de mau roi Khoi day. N6
khong the doi dwoc dén lac cudi cung cling lam chuyén 3 ay v&i cdu trai ma n6 da 1én ké hoach
dung ca phan doi con lai ctia minh dé séng cting. Khong con thoi diém nao ddng lic hon nita.

Nate khong thé khong nhan thay ve ham h¢ cua Blair khi dung dao an bit- tét. NO cat miéng thit
thanh nhitng miéng to dung va gam ching day hung ton. Piéu d6 khién ciu nghi khong b1et
liéu né c6 cai vé manh liét nhu thé trén givong khong. C4 hai ciing kha lo ngo nhw nhau c3,
nhu*ng cau luén la nguoi nong nhiét hon. Blair luén thudc dang chi nam do6, lam vai thi kigu
kéu rén ri nhw meo cai, ki€u cac co gai lam trén phim, trong khi cdu ro ram xung quanh, lam
cac thir cho né. Nhung t6i nay Blair ¢ vé mat kién nhan hon, déi hon.

Dinhién la n6 dang d6i. N6 vira m@i non.

“Nguwoi ta khong phuc vu thirc dn nhuw thé nay ¢ Yale dau, Gaua, ong Waldorf bao con gai. “Con
s& an pizza va Combo[4] trong ky tiic x4 véi moi ngwdi con lai day

Blalr chun mii. N6 chua ting dn mot cai Combo nao trong doi ca. “Khéng doi nao,” né ndi,
Dang nao Nate va con sé khong & trong ky tic. Chung con sé c6 cho & rleng ctia minh.” N§
thic vao mat c4 chan Nate bang miii ing ctia minh. “Con sé hoc cadch ndu an.’

Ong Waldorf nhuéng may 1én véi Nate. “Chiic chau gdp may nha,” 6ng dua.

Nate nhe rang cuoi va li€ém cho khoai tay nghién dinh trén nia. Ciu khéng dinh bao Blair rang
gidc mo bé nhé clda nd vé viéc song cung nhau trong mot can ho bén ngoai ky tic xa & New
Haven tham chi con 16 bich hon ¥ tuwdng né sé an Combo. Nhwng cau khong mudn néi bat ctt
diéu gi 1am né that vong ca.

“Thoi di, bo,” Blair noi.

Dia bat da dwoc don di. Blair bon chon vdn cai nhan hong ngoc nhé ctia minh quanh ngon tay.
N6 cui dau xuong coc ca phé va mon trang miéng roi lai dirng 1én di vao phong vé sinh lan nira.
Hai lan trong mot bita dn 1a qua mitc, ké ca v&i né, nhwng né qua ciang thing dén mirc khong
dung dworc.

On troi la Le Giraffe c6 nhirng phong vé sinh dep d€ va riéng biét.

Khi Blair quay tr¢ lai, nhan vién phuc vu da ding day trong bep Nguoi dau bep bé mot cai
banh ngot cam diy nén dang chay loe l6e. Mwdi tam cai, gobm ca mot cai thém vao lay may.

Chua oi.

Blair tién lai ban trong d6i Ging g6t nhon hoat ctia minh va kéo ghe ng01 nhin cham cham vao
bé. Tai sao dng dy lai phai dan cdnh nay? Con nhitng ba tuin nita méi dén cai ngay sinh nhat



dd hoi ctia né. N6 1y ly lam mot hoi sim-banh khac.

HAau ban va dau bép vay quanh ban. Va roi ho bat dau hat.
“Happy birthday to you...”

Blair tom tay Nate va bép chat. “Bdo ho dirng ngay,” né thi tham.

Nhung Nate chi ngoi do cwoi nhe rang nhu mot thang dién. CAu ta ddng la loai thich chi khi
thiy Blair x4u h6. Chang may khi ¢6 dip.

Bo Blair t6 ra thong cam hon. Khi ong thay né khon kho ra sao, dng lién tang nhip va nhanh
chdéng két thic bai hat. “Con héi nhw mot con khi, va con ciing giéng y khi luén!”

HAu ban v6 tay lich sw va tré vé chd cuia ho.

“B0O biét thé nay la hoi som,” 6ng Waldorf noi ve xin 16i. “Nhung b8 phai di ngay mai roi, va
mudi bdy tudi thi phailam sinh nhat thit to. Bo khéng nghi la con khéng thay thoai mai.”

Khong thoai mai? Chang ai lai thich bi hat ting & chd dong ngudi ca. Cha ai.

Blair thoi nén mot cach khé khang va xem xét cai banh, dworc trang tri ciu ky véi mot doi giay
cao gt bang banh hanh nhan budc doc Dai 16 Nam bang keo bong, bang qua mot cai keo cirng
mo6 hinh hiéu Henri Bendel, ctra hiéu yéu thich cta Blair. R4t tinh té.

“Xin danh tang cho nit tin do6 dao tho giay bé nhé cda t6i,” b6 né cwoi rang ro. Ong 16i ra mot
hop qua déng kin tir dwéi gam ban va dua cho Blair.,

Blair lac céi hop, nhan ra ngay bang kinh nghiém mua sam rang cai am thanh thich thich trong
hop rong ay la cua mot doi giay moi. N6 xé béd glay boc. MANOLO BLAHNIK, nhan hiéu in bang
nhirng chit cai ddm trén nap hop. Blair nin thé va mé nap ra. Bén trong 1a mot doi giay de
mong bang da mau thiéc déng bang tay v&i nhitng cai got yéu diéu xinh xéo dang nguwdng mo.

Tres fabulous.

“B6 mua & Paris day, ong Waldorf néi. “Ho chi lam vai tram doi. Bo ca con la c6 gai duy nhit
thanh ph6 nay c6 mot doi.”

“Trong that ky diéu,” Blair thé hat ra.

N6 dirng day va budc vong qua ban dé dén 6m lay bé. Doi giay 0ng mang dén lam no that
khong con gitt dwoc sT dién trudc mat moi nguoi. Khong chi vi ching dep khong tin nodi, ma
ching con chinh xac 1a nhitng gi né sé dién sau ddy khi n6 va Nate lam tinh. Chi mang giay va
khong mac gi khac.

Cam on, bo o1!



Nhirng biac thém bao tang Metropolitan thwc sw dé lam gi

“Ngbi phia ngoai nhé,” Serena van der Woodsen noi khi c6 dan Daniel Humphrey vao hiéu
Serendipity 3 trén duong s6 60 bong. Hiéu banh hamburger va kem kiéu cli dong nghet cac
bac bd me dan con di dn khi cac vii em nghi 1am budi t6i. Khong khi bi pha v& boi nhitng tleng
gao thét cua bon tré dugc nudng chiéu, trong khi cac c6 hau ban bo pho voi va di di lai lai véi
nhitng cdc kem to bu, s6-cd-la ndng diic va banh kep xtc xich c& dai.

Dan di dinh dén cho nao lang man hon véi Serena. Ché nao do yén tinh va 4nh sang mo ao
hon. Chd ma ho c6 thé nam tay ) nhau noi chuyén va tim hiéu vé nhau ma khong bi phan tam
b&i nhirng bac phu huynh cau ban la mang nhirg ciu con trai nhd cé vé ngoai dé twong nhw
thién than mac 4o cic cai duéi va quan kaki mua tir hiéu Anh em Brooks. Nhung Serena lai
mudn dén day.

C6 thé c6 that sw thém kem ciing nén, hay c6 thé la mong mudn cia c6 vé mot buoi téi khéng
to l&n va lang man nhw ctia cau chang.

“Thé nay khong vui sao?” Co 1Am bam mot cach ho ho'1 “Té va anh Erik hoi truéc thuwong dén
day moi tudn mot 1an va dn kem nwéc qua bac ha cay.” C6 cAm thuc don 1én va xem xét. “No
van y nhu cii. Yéu that.”

Dan mim cwoi va gat m¢ toc ndu lém chom ra khoi mit. Sy thuc thi cAu chang bin tAm ciu &
dau mien la cau dwoc di cung co.

Dan song & khu Tay, con Serena song & khu Dong. Cau song véi bd, mot tri thirc tw xung va lam
bién tap vién cho nhitng nha tho trwong phai Beat chang may tiéng tdm, va véi em gai Jenny,
dang hoc 16p 9 ¢ truong Constance Billard, cing truong voi Serena. Ho séng trong mot can ho
man Upper West Side vén chua hé duwoc cai tao lai tir hoi nhitng ndm 1940. Ké duy nhat lam
sach quanh noi dé la con meo khong 16 ctia ho, Marx, mot chuyén gia vé diét va dn gian. Serena
song cung bd me giau c6 cua minh, nhing nguoi co chan trong ban lanh dao cta céc co quan
16n ¢ thanh phg, ho song trong mot can ho tang thwong[5] hoanh trang dwoc mot nha nodi that
noi tleng trang tri, c6 cua so nhin ra Bao tang nghé thuat Metropolitan va Cong vién Trung
tam. C6 c6 mot ngudi hau gai va mot dau bep ma cb co thé doi nwéng cho minh mét cai banh
hay pha mdt c6c cappuccino bat ct ltic ndo c6 muén.

Vay co6 dang lam gi v&i Dan?

Ho bap vao nhau vai tudn sau khi thi vai cho mét bo phim cua ban Dan va 1a ban cung hoc voi
Serena, Vanessa Abrams. Serena khong gianh duoc vai, va Dan gan nhw da tir bd hi vong duoc
gap lai c6, nhung ré6i ho da gap lai nhau ¢ mot quan bar & khu Brooklyn. Ho da gap nhau va noi
chuyén qua dién thoai vai Ian sau d6, nhwng lan nay 1a cudc hen ho thuwc sw dau tién.

Serena tré lai thanh phé thang truéc sau khi bi dubi khéi treong ndi trd. Thoat tién, cd phéin
khich khi duoc quay lai thanh pho. Nhung roi co nhan ra Blair Waldorf va moi ban bé cii da lam
lo va khong choi v&i cd nita. Serena van khong biét c6 di lam gl kinh khung dén vay. buong
nhién c6 khong con gitt dwoc lién lac véi ai ca, va dwong nhién co co thé néi troi bién vé nhiing
chuyén vui ve c6 da c6 ¢ Chau Au mua hé qua. Vui 1am sao khi c6 di khong tro lai Kip ngay hoc
dau tién & Hoc vién Hanover, New Hampshire. Trweong dé da tir ch6i nhan c6 ve.

Truong cti cua cd, Constance Billard, da khoan dung hon. 0, do6 1a treong hoc ma. Bon con gai
thi khong. Serena khong con mong ban be nao nita & New York vi vdy ma c6 nén nong dwoc
gap Dan. That vui vé khi dwoc lam quen véi ai d6 khac biét véi ban than minh.



Dan mudn cdu vao ngwdi minh moi khi ciu nhin déi mat xanh tham cta Serena. Ciu dd phai
1ong c6 tir lic cdu huwdng mat nhin c6 trong mot bira tiéc nam lop 9, va thé 1a hi vong cda ciu
bay gidr da thanh hién thuc: sau hai ndm rudi, co ciing dang yéu cu.

“Goi kem mut bw nhat trong thuwc don nhé,” Serena néi. “Bon minh c6 thé doéi cho nhau gitra
chirmg dé khéi ngan.”

Co goi mot ly kem murt bac ha ba vién c6 kem nudc siré nong, con cdu goi mot kem chuéi ca
phé. Dan mudn an bat ctt thit gi c6 ca phé hoic thudc 4.

“Thé nao,” Serena noi, chi vao bia cuén sach tho ra tir tii 4o khoac cua Dan, “hay khong?”

b6 1a cubn Kin Cira cta Jean Paul Sartre, mdt cau chuyén hién sinh ctua nhirng nguoi lac loai
trong hoan canh dau kho.

“U". N6 kha nhon va kiéu hoi tuyét vong,” Dan néi. “Nhung c6 nhiéu didu ding trong dé, t& nghi
Vay."

“N6 nobi vé cai gi?”

“Pia nguc.”

Serena cwoi lon. “Troi a,” ¢ noéi. “Cau ludn doc loai sdch nhw thé 3?”

Dan ldy mét cuc dé ra khédi c6c nwée cta ciu va dit né vao miéng. “Nhw thé nao?”
“Nhuw dia nguc dy,” cd néi.

“Khong, khong phai ludn thé.” Cu vira méi doc xong cudn Noi Budn ctia chang Werther, viét vé
tinh yéu. Va dia nguc.

Dan thich nghi vé ban thin minh nhw mot linh hon dau kho. Ciu thich tiéu thuyét, kich va cac
tap tho c6 lién quan dén s phi Iy bi dat ctia cudc doi. Chiing 1a nhitng thir di kém tuyét hao cho
ca phé va thudc la.

“T& c6 van dé vé viéc doc,” Serena thi nhan.

Kem cta ho dd dwoc mang ra. Ho khé ma quan sat nhau dwgc qua nhitng ly kem c6 ngon.
Serena ngoay cai thia dai vao ly va x4n ra mot miéng to gon gang dua 1én can. Dan kinh ngac vé
vé manh khanh va dai cda c6 tay co0, bap tay cang muot trén canh tay cd, anh rwc ro nhu vang
trén mai toc hoe cta c6. Trong c6 an kem rat d6i tham lam véi ly kem nuéc qua to dé so,
nhwng véi ciu, cd 1a mot nit than.

“Y té& 1a tat nhién té biét doc,” Serena tlep tuc. “T¢ chi gap rac roi vé viéc tap trung dau éc. Bau
oc t& ct hay di lang thang, va t& nghi vé viéc s€ lam gl trong dém. Hoic vai thi t& can mua &
hiéu thuoc Hay vai tht vui vé da xay ra tu mot nam trudc chang han.” C6 nuét mleng kem va
nhin vao déi mat nau day thong cam ctia Dan. “Chi vi dau 6c té& khong c6 dwoc sw tip trung ma
théi,” ¢6 buon ba noi.

b6 chinh la diéu Dan yéu nhat & Serena. Co cé kha nang buon va vui cung mot luc. Co glong nhuw
mot thién than c6 don, chap chéibén trén be mat qua dat, cuoi néi véi sw rang ré chi vi cé the
bay Iron duoc nhung ciing kéu thét 1én vi c6 don. Serena bién moi thit thong thuong thanh céi
gl d6 khac thuong.



Hai tay Dan run run khi cdu dung thia ngat cai ngon ly kem chuéi phu s0-c6-la va lang I€ an.
Cau mudén bao Serena rang cau muén doc cho co nghe. Rang cau muon lam moi thr cho co.
Kem ca phé bi chay va tran ra ngoai miéng ly. Dan c6 nén giir tim dap binh thwdong trong 16ng
nguec.

“Minh co mot thay giao tiéng Anh rat hay & trueong Riverside ndm ngodi,” cau noi khi da lay lai
su binh tinh. “Ong 4y bdo cach t6t nhat dé nhé dwoc nhitng gi da doc 1a chi doc mot it mébi lan.
Hay thuéng thirc nhitng cau chit.”

Serena yéu cai cach Dan noi chuyén. Kleu noi chuyén cua cau lam c6 muon ghi nhé nhirng diéu
cau néi. C6 mim cuwdi va liém mbi. “Thwdng thirc cau chit,” c6 1ip lai, khde miéng nhich 1én
thanh mot nu cuoi.

Dan nudt mdt miéng chudi to va ldy nwéc uéng. Chia a, c6 ay qua dep.

“Vay chac chan cau 13, ki€u nhw 1a mot hoc sinh loai A toan phan va cau da ndp don vao
Harvard sé'm réi phai khong7" Serena héi. C6 1dy mdt miéng vé ctia thanh keo trong ly kem va
mut.

“Khéng c6 chuyén d6 dau,” Dan néi. “T¢ hoan toan kém vé k§ ndng can thiét. Ytélats hoan
toan muon dwoc vao cho nao do c6 chuong trinh viét van tot, nhung t& chang biét chd nao ca.
Nguoi tuw van dai hoc ctia bon t& duwa té mot danh sach dai, va té ¢6 di moi catalog, nhung t&
van cha biét minh dinh lam gi.”

“Té ciing thé. Nhung t& chac sé dén trudong Brown xem sao,” Serena néi. “Anh t& ciing hoc &
dé. Mudn di khéng?”

Dan tim ki€m sau trong mat cé, cd phan dodn xem liéu c6 c6 cdm thay hirng khoi vé cau nhu
cau cam thay vy d6i vai co. Khi c6 noi, “Muon di khong?” c6 nghia la, “Hay cung nghi cudi tudn
voi nhay, tay trong tay, nhin vao mat nhau va hon nhau hang gio moi 1An?” Hay y co la, “Hay
cung di vi that sy thoai mai va vui ve khi c6 mot ngwoi ban di cung?” Thyc sy thi cau khong thé
tir chdi duoc. Cau khong ban tam c6 noi Brown hay Pai hoc cong dong Thanh pho Nhiing Ke
Thua Cudc, Serena da hoi cau c6 mudn di hay khong va cau tra 1o 1a c6. Cau mudn di bat ctt chd
nao cung co0.

“Brown,” Dan noéi, nhw thé cau da nghi vé no roi. “Ho chic han c6 mot chwong trinh viét van
xin.”

Serena git dau, lua nhirng ngén tay vao mai téc vang dai. “Vay di vai t& nhé.”

O cau mudn di chit. Di nhién la cau sé di. Dan nhun vai. “T¢ s& bao cho bo té& biét,” cau néi, co
gang lam giong binh thuong. Cau khong dam dé Serena biét rang bén trong cau dang nhay
dung 1én va rung rinh nhw mot con réi bi kich dong. Cau ngai rang minh c6 thé 1am c6 ghé so.
“OK, san sang chwa? Ddi di ndo,” Serena noi, diy ly ciia co vé phia Dan.

Ho d6i ly va ném kem cta nhau. Ngay khi hvong vi moi dua lén dau lwdi, mat ho da nhan lai va
ho nhe ra khéi lu&i. Bac ha cay va ca phé khéng tron véi nhau dwoc. Dan hi vong né khong phai
13 mot diém bao.

Serena 14y lai ly cia minh va muc miéng cudi cung. Dan can vai miéng nita va roi dit thia
xudng.



“Cha,” cau ndi, dua lung vao ghé va gitr chat bung. “Cau thang roi.”

Ly cua co van con mot nira, nhung Serena ciing da dat thia xudéng, va thdo cic trén cung cia
quan bo. “Té nghi bon minh no cang roi,” c6 khtic khich.

“Muén di dao chat khong?” Dan liéu hoéi, dan nhitng ngén tay dang run vao nhau chat dén mic
chiing n6i gan xanh 1én.

“T¢ thich vay,” Serena dap lai.

Puong s6 60 yén tinh trong dém thr sau. Ho di vée huong tay, vé - phia Cong vién Trung tam. O
khu Madison, ho dung lai truoc ctra hiéu Barneys va nhin vao ctra s6. Van con vai nguoi phia
sau quay thu ngan & gian hang m§ pham, chic dang sdm stra khan cap cho sang thir bay.

“T& khong biét phai lam gi néu khong c6 Barneys,” Serena thé dai, nhw thé ctra hiéu da ctru ca
doi co.

Dan chi vao trong ctra hiéu danh tiéng dé c6 mot lan. Cau da de tri twong twong di hoang va
mua mot bo 1& phuc may riéng that dat tién bang thé tin dung ctia b cau, khoai tra vé viéc sé
mac né khi nhay véi Serena trong mot bira tiéc choang 16n. Nhung roi thlrc té kéo ciu tre lai.
Cau ghét nhitng bita tiéc hoanh trang, va cho dén vai ngay truoc day thoi, cau con nghi Serena
sé& chang bao gior c dén hai tir dé néi véi cau. Vi thé cu da tra lai bo 18 phuc

Gior ddy cdu mim cwoi vao cai ky trc d0. Serena rd rang la c6 hon hai tir dé néi véi cdu. Co6 moi
cau di choi cudi tuan Ho lai dang phai long nhau nira. C6 thé ho tham chi s& vao thing cling
mot trwong dai hoc va chung séng véi nhau ca phan doi con lai.

C4n than, Dan. Su twdng twong do lai tai dién roi.

Trén Pai 16 Nam, gan goc cong vién, ho di nguoc 1én qua khach san Pierre, noi ho da tung du
mot da hoi  nghi thirc hdi nam [6p 10. Dan nhé lai da ngam Serena, cau uwdc quen duoc c6 khi cb
cwoi noi voi ban be cung ban, lic d6 c6 mdc mot b vay xanh la cay hé vai lam cho téc c6 sang
lung linh hon. Cau da yéu cb ngay tir khi 4y.

Ho bwdc qua phong nha khoa chinh rang ctia Serena va toa nha c6 Frick, 8ior 1a mot bao tang.
Dan muon dot nhap vao do va hon Serena trén mot trong nhiing cai givong cii trong do. Cau
mudn séng & dé vé&i cd, giong nhw nhitng ké di cw 1én thién dwong.

Ho buwéc tiép trén Pai 10 Nam, di quanha cua Blair Waldorf trén duong s0 72. Serena liéc nhin
vao. C6 quen Blair tuw hoi lop 1vada dén can ho cia nha Waldorf hang tram Ian, nhung gio co
khong con duoc chao don nira.

Serena khong thé vor nhw ¢6 hoan toan khong co toi. Co biét diéu gi di lam Blair thit vong nhit.
Khong phai chi 1a vi Serena da bi khai trir khéi dam dong New York cii clia c6 hay viéc c6 dn
choi & Chau Au trong Khi b6 me Blair dang ly di. biéu thuc sw khién tinh ban cda ho tré nén
chua chat chinh 1a viéc Serena va Nate d3 ngti v&i nhau hdi hé truéc khi Serena dén truedng noi
tru.

b6 1a gan hai ndm trwéc, va Serena cam thay nhw thé né da xdy ra voi c6 gai nao do véi mot
cudc doi hoan toan xa la. Serena, Blair va Nate da tung la mot bo ba than thlet Serena di hi
vong Blair sé xem chuyen d6 nhu mot trong nhirng diéu dién khuing nhat xay ra gitra ban be
voi nhau va tha thir cho c6. N6 chi la mét Ian chang may. Va bén canh do, Blair van con co6 Nate.
Nhung Blair chi gan day méi nhan ra diéu dé, va né sé khong dé vudt mat.



Serena lyc trong vi lay ra dleu thu6c va duwa 1én moi. C6 dung lai va m¢ bat Itra. Dan doi khi c6

rit va nha ra mot dam khéi vao khong khi gia buét. C6 kéo lai cai 4o khoac Burberry ké 6 nau
quanh nguoi.

“Ngoi nghi trudc Met mot ti nhé,” c6 noi. “bi nao.” Co nam tay Dan va ho nhanh chong bang
qua muoi kh6i nha dé dén Bao tang nghé thudt Metropolitan. Serena dit Dan 1én bac thém va
ngoi xuong Bén kia dwdng 1 tdoa nha c6 cdn hd clia co. Binh thuong thi b6 me cd di vang, tham
du cac viéc tir thién hay khai mac trién 1am nghé thuat. Nhitng 6 ctra s6 t6i va trong that hiu
quanh.

Serena rut tay khoi Dan, lam cdu ban khodn khong biét minh da lam gi sai. Ciu khdéng thé doc
duoc suy nghi clia cd, va didu d6 1am cau mudn dién.

“T¢, Blair va Nate thwong ngoi & nhitng bac thém nay hang gio ma cha néi chuyén gi.” Serena
noéi voi vé ti€c nudi. “Thinh thoang bon t& quyét dinh di ra ngoai, Blair va t¢ an mac va trang
diém du thi. Roi Nate dén véi mot chai ruou chang han va ca bon mua thuoc 14 r6i lam thanh
bita tiéc ngdi ngay day.” C6 nhin 1én nhitng vi sao véi déi mit to, rang r& ctia minh. C6 nwéc
mat ngin trong do.

“Thinh thoang to woc..” Giong Serena lac di. Co khong biét dich xac c6 mudn gi, nhung co thiy
mét moéi véi cam giac budn vé Blair va Nate. “Xin 161,” cd sut sit, nhin xudng giay minh. “T& hi
vong t& khong lam cho ciu thiy thwong hai.”

“Khong sao ma,” Dan noi.

C4u mudn nam kéo tay c0 lai, nhung co glau nod trong tui do. Thay vi vay, cau, nam lay khuyu tay
c0 va Serena quay nguoi lai. Bay la co hoi ctia cdu. Dan wée ciu cé thé nghl veé diéu gl do dep de
va dam mé dé ndi, nhu‘ng tim ciu 1am ciu nghen 1. Trudce khi day than kinh cla cdu diéu
khlen duorc, cau truedn téi va hon 1én moi co that diu dang. Trai dat quay nghiéng quanh truc
cua no. Cau 1y lJam ming vi minh dang ngdi. Khi cau budng ra, mit Serena bing 1én nhin vao
cau.

C6 quét miii vao mu ban tay va mim cudi voi cu. Ro6i cd ngang cam lén va hon Dan lan nita. Chi
1a mot nu hén chiim chim vao méi dwéi ciia cau, truére khi c6 cii dau xudng va twra vao vai cau.
Dan nhiam mat lai 4 khién minh ngbi vitng vang.

Oi Chila oi. C6 dy dang nghi gi vdy? Cau lo 1ang mdt cach tuyét vong. Tai sao c6 dy khéng néi cdm
gidc cta cé cho con chir?

“Thé nhitng ngwdi & man Tay thi di dao & dau?” Serena hdi. “C6 chd nao gidng nhu day
khong?”

“Khong glong 1am,” Dan noi, tay cau vong quanh nguoi c6. Cau khong muon c6 mot cudc déi
thoai ngay & day. Cau muon nam tay c6 va lao minh khdi Vach da va néi ngtra 1énh denh trén
bién duwoi trang khuya. Cau muén hon cé lan nita. Nita va nita. “Thinh thodng minh xuéng bén
tau cd ngay. Ban dém bon minh chi di dao quanh quanh.”

“Bén tau,” Serena nhac lai. “Sé dwa minh ra dé nhé?”
Dan git diu. Cdu c6 thé dwa c6 dén bat cir dau.

Cau doi Serena ngang dau 1én dé ho c6 thé hon lai. Nhung Serena van dé diu ti 1én vai ciu, thé
hoi thudc 1én 4o Dan va dé cho tam tri ngudi diju.



Ho ngo6i nhu thé mét lic lau. Dan qua héi hop, hanh phic va mé mudi dé c6 thé cham ndi mot
dleu thudc. Cau hi vong ho c6 thé thiép di nhw thé va tinh day trong 4nh hong ban mai khi van
ndm gon trong vong tay nhau.

Vai phut sau, Serena nhoai ra. “T¢ nén veé trude khi ngu thlep di mat cb noi roéi dirng day. Co
cdi xuong va hon Dan vao ma. T6c cd chai vao tai ciu va ciu run ry. “Sé gap lai sém nha?”

Dan gat dau Em phdi di sao? Cau ngai ngung mo miéng dé néi nhirng tir dang so vén chi chuc
dé vot ra cad dém. Anh yéu em. Cau van qud lo rang sé lam c6 so phat khiép.

Cau nhin Serena bang qua pho mai toéc sang cua c6 tudn chay sau lung. Ngwoi thuong truc gite
ctra cho c6 vao, va c6 bién mat.

Serena di vao thang may, 16c x6c chum chia khoa trong tai o khoac. Mot vai tuan trudc day
thoi c6 con ngoi & nha dém thit sdu, xem ti-vi va cdm thdy mudn phién vé ban than. That may
man khi c6 da két duwoc ngudi ban méi la Dan.

Dan ngo6i trén bac thém bao tang Met vai phut nira cho dén khi anh den tang trén cung toa nha
doéi dién sang 1én. Cau hinh dung Serena dang da do6i ung vao sanh va tha do khoac lén ghe cho
chi hau gai nhat 1én. Co sé& thay bo d6 ngu bang lua trang dai va ngoi trudc guong co khung
cham trd, chai mai toc vang dai cua minh nhu moét nang céng chua trong truyén c6 tich. Dan so
1én moi duéi bang ngon tro. Cau dd that sy hon c6 chua nhi? Cau da lam thé hang bao nhiéu lan
trong mo dén ndi gan nhw khong thé tin ndi 1a né da thuwc sw xay ra.

Cau ding day, dui mat, va kéo tay vong cao qua dau. Chua o1, cau cam thiy tuyét voi. That
budn cwoi, bat ngdr trén ca bat ngd, gior cau lai 1 loai trai ma cau van ghét khi doc trong sach.
Ga trai hanh phtic nhat doi c6 that.



Hoa vo don chi

“T¢ khong hiéu sao cau lai phai dén Brown cung dip cudi tudn t& sé di Yale,” Blair goi voira
Nate tur trong nha tdm. Nate dang ndm trén givong Blair & phong ké bén, nghlch may cai day
lung cuia Blair du6i tréu con Kitty Minky, con meo ctia Blair xung quanh tam khan trai givong.
beén dién tat, chi c6 &nh nén, Macy Gray hat trong may nghe nhac, va Nate thi da ci 4o somi ra.

“Nate?” Blair nhac lai vé mat kién nhan. N6 bat dau cdi quan ao va chat ching trén san nha
tam. Ke hoach cta né la hai dira sé cung dén New Haven cudi tuin. Hai dira c6 thé thué mét cai
0t6 va & lai trong m6t nha nghi cé bira sang lang man, nhw thé di tuan trang mit vay.

“A,” cubi cung Nate cling tra loi. “Té khong biét. Chi 1a vi Brown da sap xep lich phong van roi.
Xin 16i.” Cau di di cai that lung gitra hai chan trudc con Kitty Minky va quang 1én trén dau con
méo, lam cho né nhay tét 1én ndc ti. Réi cau cudn ngudi lai va nhin 1én tran nha cho doi.

Lan trwdc khi cdu va Blair dinh ngu voi nhau, Nate da lam 16 chuyén cdu véi Serena hoi he
trudrc khi c6 vao treong noi tra. Cau cam thay du'crng nhu s& gian tra néu 1o di khong cho Blair
blet rang: A) day khong phal 1a 1an dau tién cda cau va B) cau di lam vay voi ban cii than nhat
ctia Blair. Di nhién, chi mét Ian ciu thd nhan thdi ma Blair da khong muén vay ti nao. N6 da rat
dién tiét.

O'n Chua, tat ca da dang sau lung ho roi. Cha, dai khai vay.

Blair cot xong ddy doi giay Manolo va xit nwéc hoa. N6 nham mat lai va dém dén ba. Mot, hai,
ba. Trong ba gidy nay no dién mot bd phim ngan trong dau, twdng tuwong ra mot dém ph1
thwong ma no va Nate sdp c6. Ca hai 1a nhitng nguoi yéu tw thoi tho au, c6 nhau nhw dinh
ménh sap ddt, trao toan bo ban than minh cho nguoi kia. N6 mé mat ra va dua cai lugc chal
qua toc lan nita, ngam lai minh trong guong. No trong that tu tin va san sang. Trong no glong
mot nguoi ludn ¢4 thir ma né muon. No la c6 gai sap vao trwong Yale va cwoi chang trai cua
minh. Chi co diéu gia nhw 16 miii cia n6 khong hoi qua to hay nguc clia né qua nho, nhung thé
thi da sao nao.

N6 diy clra budbng tam.

Nate ngwdc 1€n va ngac nhién thay minh c6 cam hing ngay 1ap tuc. CO I€ 1a do sam-banh hay
bit-tét. Ciu nham mat lai r6i mé& ra. Khéng, ding 1a Blair trong hap dan that. Ciu tam lay tay
Blair va kéo n6 ndm lén trén ngwdi minh. Hai dira hon nhau, moi va ludi, choi tro twong tu da
dién véi nhau su6t hai nam qua. Nhung lan nay tro choi khong glong nhu tro choi Co ty phu
dai bén tleng dén noi nguwoi choi cé khi phat 0m 1én hodc bo cudc, Tro choi nay dién ra dai
dang, nguoi choi sé khong dirng lai chirng nao ho chwa mua dwoc tit ca cic 6 bat dong san co
thé dit tay vao.

Blair nhiam mat lai va 1am nhw thé minh 1a Audrey Hepburn trong phim Tinh yéu ban chiéu. N6
yéu phim kinh dién, dic biét Ia nhitng phim c6 Audrey Hepburn dong. Ching chiang bao gio c6
canh cac nhan vat lam tinh trong dé ca. Nhitng canh tinh yéu lu6n lu6n lang man va lich lam,
véi nhirng cai hon dai, ngop tho, trang phuc thi bat mat va tdc thi 6 61 chao la sanh diéu. Blair c6
dé cho hai vai minh xuoi xuong va co vuon dai ra, nhu thé sé 1am né cdm thiy minh cao, manh
mai va diy nhay cdm trong vong tay ctia Nate.

Nate bit thinh linh thoc manh cui cho vao suon Blair. “Ai,” Blair kéu, voi lui ra. N6 khong dinh
kéu 1én vé so sét thé, nhung no da budt miéng, chut xiu thoi. Audrey Hepburn chang bao gio bi
Cary Grant thoc manh vao mang suwon, k€ ca bat thinh linh. Chang luén ning niu nang nhw mot



con bup bé st.

“0i, xin 18i nhé,” Nate lam bam. “Lai day nao.” Cau ldy mot cai g01 va dat dwdi Blair sao cho dau

va vai no nga Xuong that thodi mai. Blair nhac dau lén va xda toc ra xung quanh khuon mat sao
cho dep nhat. R6i né ndm 14y vai Nate va cin vao d6, dé lai mot vé&t han hinh chit o trén da cau.
“D4y nhé, cho cai toi 1am dau ngudi ta,” né nhay mat noi.
“Té hira sé can thin” Nate ndi vé nghiém tuc, luon tay qua héng Blair va vuot xudi xuéng chan.
Blair hit hoi sdu va gang thw gidn toan than. Chang giong may véi nhitng canh tinh yéu trong
bat ky bd phim kinh dién nao no tung xem. N6 khong hé nghi né lai c6 cdm giac tran tuc hoic
hoi vung vé thé nay.

DT nhién chang c6 gl co thé trong giéng dwoc nhw trén phim, nhung chuyén nay van cin phai
dwoc cdm thiy tuyét mi.

Nate hon Blair nhe nhang, Blair cham vao gay cau va ngui cai mui quen thugc cua Nate. Lay hét
diing cdm, n6 ro xudng dwdi bang tay kia va tim cach cdi that lung cia cau.

“N6 bi ket,” Blair noi, giat cai m¢& rac réi gitra da va kim loai. M4 né dé birng nguwong ngap. No
chwa bao gior thay thiéu an y thé nay.

“Té sé cdi ra,” Nate dé nghi. Cau nhanh chong thao day lung trong khi Blair dua mat nhin
quanh phong mmh mat n6 dirng lai & mot birc tranh son dau ch vé ba ndi ldc con 1a mot cd gai
tré, cAm mot ro canh hoa hong. Blair béng nhién cdm thay minh that tran trui.

N6 quay lai voi Nate, ngam ciu tut quin Xuong, da ching ra khoi mat ca chan. Pling cua cai
quan 16t do-trang cda cau nhd ra, nom nhw cai mai léu.

N6 nuot trong hoi thé.

Bong ctra ra vao cin hd mé& danh cach va déng sam lai rat to.
“Chao? Ca nha dau roi?”

b6 1a me Blair.

Blair va Nate déu ctrng nguoi lai. Me ¢6 va Cyrus, ban trai moi cua ba, da di xem hat opera vé.
Ho da dinh vé nha sau vai tiéng nira co ma.

“Blair cung 0i? Con c6 d6 khong? Cyrus va me cé chuyén nay hay lam mudn bao cho con!”
“Blair?” Giong néi oang oang cua Cyrus doi vao twong.

Blair day Nate ra khéi né va quin cai chdn quanh co.

“Bon minh nén lam gi day?” Nate thi thAm. Ciu ludn tay dwéi tAm chan va cham vao bung Blair.

Ctr chi do qua. Khéng bao gio dwgc so vao bung mot cd gai trir khi 6 ta bao ban. Lam thé sé
khién c6 ta cam thay minh béo.

Blair nhoai nguwdi ra khoi ciu va 1é chin xuéng san nha.



“Blair?” Tleng me né & ngay bén ngoai ctra phong ngt, “Me c6 thé vao mot lat khong? Chuyén
quan trong day.”

Oi troi oi.

“Cho chut!” Blalr la 1én. N6 nhao té1i tu quan ao va giat phat ra mot cai quan thun bé. “Mdc
quan 4o vao,” né rit lén véi Nate. N6 trat doi Manolo ra va xoc chan vao cai quan thun cua
minh va mic cai 4o thun ngin tay cii c6 chit trwong Yale clia bd. Nate kéo quan 1én va cai lai
day lung.

“Xong chwa?” Blair thi thao.
Nate im lang gat diu vé thit vong.

Blair m¢ ctra phong ngu ra thi thay me dang doi ¢ hanh lang. Eleanor Waldorf twoi cwdi hanh
phtic véi con gai minh, mit ba trng do 1én vi rwou vang va phan khich.

“Cé thdy gi khac chwa nao?” Ba héi, ve vdy nhitng ngén tay trai ra trué¢c mdt. Trén ngén deo
nhan lap Ianh mot chiéc nhan cé vién kim cwong to Khung bé gan vao vong vang. Trong gidng
nhw mot cai nhan dinh hon truyén théng, nhung to gdp bon 1an c® thwong. That ky cuc.

Blair nhin cham cham vao chiéc nhan dirng sitng trudc 101 vao phong ngti. N6 c6 thé cam thay
hoi thé cia Nate bén tai tir chd ciu dimg ngay phia sau né. Ca hai déu khong néi duoc cau gi.

“Cyrus da cidu hon me!” Ba me kéu 1én. “Khong tuyét voi sao?”
Blair nhin cham chdm me ma khéng tin ndi.

Cyrus Rose bi hoi va c6 mot bd ria mép nho lom chom. Ong ta deo mot cai vong vang va mac
nhiing bo do comple xau xi c¢6 soc nhd véi vong nguec gap doi c& thwong. Me no gap ong tamua
xudn vira roi & hiéu m§ pham Saks Ong di mua nwédc hoa cho me minh Va duoc Eleanor dé
nghi giup d6. Ba ve nha, ngudi néng ndc cac loai mui thom, Blair con nhé r5. “Me da cho 6 ong ay
soO dién thoai,” me no khuc khich cuoi, khién Blalr muon phat oe. bang ghé so va mat hét tinh
than cho Blair 1 Cyrus da goi lai va gitt lién lac véi me né. Gior thi ho da dinh hon roi.

Ngay luc do, Cyrus Rose xudt hién & cudi sanh. “Chau thy thé nao, Blair?” Ong ta hdi, nheo mat
voi n6. Ong ta mic bd complé xanh c& nguc doi va di giay den bong nhoang. Mat 6ng ta doé.
Bung 6ng ta phé phuwdn ra. Mt o ong ta 101 ra nh mot con ca bong bong. Ong ta xoa hai ban tay
béo nan nan vao bo nguc 16ng 14 va vao cai vong vang banh choe.

Bo6 duwong moi cua no day Da day Blair 16n tung pheo nhuw mudn noén. That qua stc dé mat chir
trinh cho c4u trai né yéu. Bé phim doi thuc cia né dang chuyén sang bi dat va 16 bich hon rat
nhiéu.

Blair vAu méi va hén voi mot cai phét qua 1én ma me. “Chic mirng me,” n6 noi.

“Thé ma&i ding la con gai ch&,” Cyrus rong lén.

“Chic mwng c6 Waldorf,” Nate noi, bwéc qua Blair.

Cau cam thay kha ng¢ ngan khi tham dw vao khodnh khic gia dinh than mat nhuw thé nay.
Ching 1& B1a1r khong thé bao me né doi va néi chuyén vao budi sang?

Ba Waldorf 6m 14y ciu. “P&i thé khong tuyét voi sao?” Ba ndi.



Nate chang ldy lam chac lam.

Blair th¢ dai dau hang va di chan tran xudng sanh dé chtic mung Cyrus. Ong ta nong mui khé
ngwri nhu ph6 mat lan voi mui m6 hoi. Ong ta c6 16ng moc tlr chép miii. Ong ta sap tré thanh bé
dwong cia né. N6 van khong hé muén tin vao diéu do.

“Chau rat mung cho chu, cha Cyrus,” Blair néi gwong gao. N6 dirng kiéng chan va chia cai ma
min mang mat diu cia minh gan cai miéng day rau cia ong ta.

“Hai ching t6i la nhirng nguoi may man nhit thé gidi nay,” Cyrus ndi, trao cho n6 mot nu hon
dap 1é wét nhep vao ma.

Blair chd thdy may man teo nao.

Eleanor budng Nate ra. Phan hay nhat la chung ta da ti€én hanh qua mau le ba noi. Blalr quay
sang me va chop mait nhin. “Me dinh cudi vao ngay thir bay sau lé Ta on,” me né néi. “Chi con
ba tuan nita!”

Blair ngung chép mat. Thit bdy sau 1é Ta on? Nhung d6 1a sinh nhat né. Lan thir muwdi by ctia
no.

“Sé to chirc & khach san St. Claire. VA me muén c6 that nhleu phu dau. Cac di ctia con va ban be
cua con. buong nhién con la phit dau chlnh Con c6 thé gitip me 1&n k& hoach. S& rat chi la vui,
Blair 3,” me né n6éi mot léo nhw so hét hoi. “Me thich cac dam cudi!”

“OK,” Blair dap lai, giong ctia n6 hoan toan vd cam. “Con c¢6 nén bao cho b6 biét khéng?”

Me c6 dirng lai, chot nho ra. Bo con thé& nao roi nhi?” Ba hdi, van hén hé. Khong c6 vé gi 1a cut
hitng trong niém vui swéng ciia ba.

“Tét ca.” Blair nhiin vai. “B6 tang con déi giay. Va mot cai banh rat dep.”

“Banh?” Cyrus héi ddy ham ho.

Do con lon, Blair nght. It nhat thi bo né da to chirc cho n6 mot ngay sinh nhat, cho du chang
glong nhu' mot bira tlec that ctia né vén dién ra cuc vui. “Xin 16i bon con khéng mang ti nao vé,

c6 nodi. “Con quén mat.”

Eleanor bop bop tay quanh hong. ‘A ma me ciing ching thé an dwoc ti ndo dau. C6 dau phai dé
y véc dang chit!” Ba liéc Cyrus roi cudi khic khich.

“Me a?”

“U, gl d6 con yéu?”

“Nate v&i con cé thé vé phong va xem ti-vi dwgc khdng?” Blair héi.

“Di nhién la dwgc chir. Cac con ct di di,” me né ndi, mim cwoi vé ddy ngu y véi Nate.
Cyrus nhay mat v&i hai diva. “Ngi ngon nhé Blair,” 6ng ta néi. “Ngt ngon, Nate.”

“Chuc chd ngu ngon, cht Rose,” Nate n6i va di theo Blair quay vao phong.



Khi Nate dong ctra lai, Blair bu6ng minh xu6ng giwdong, vii dau vao trong tay.

“Thoi nao Blair,” Nate néi, ngoi xuong cubi giwong va xoa chdn no. “Cyrus duoc day chtt. Y t&
1a, chuyen c6 thé con té hon phai khong nao? Ong dy thim chi con c6 thé 1a moét tay khon nan
tham te.”

“Ldo ta la mot tay khon nan toan phan Blair lau bau. “T¢ ghét lao ta. Bong dung né woc Nate
dé né lai mot minh chiu dwng chuyén nay. Cau ta khong thé hiéu; khong ai c6 thé.

Nate nam xudng bén canh va llia tay vao tdc no.
“Té c6 phai la mot dira khon nan khéng?” Ciu héi
“Khéng.”

“Cau c6 ghét té khong?”

“Khong,” Blair noi trong cai chan bong.

“Lai day,” Nate ndi, giat tay Blair.

Cau keéo no lai gan phia minh va dua tay xubng dwdi 4o bo cia nd, hi vong hai dira sé quay tréd
lai gidy phtt da bo dé. Cau hon 1én c6 no.

Blair nham mit lai va co gang thw gidan. N6 co thé lam thé. N6 c6 thé tlep tuc va lam tinh réi c6
hang triéu con khodi cdm cho dit me né va Cyrus & phong bén canh. N6 cé thé.

Ngoai trir viéc no6 khong thé. Blair muén lan diu tién cia no phal hoan hao nhung lAn nay thi
khong xong roi. Me né va Cyrus chic chan da von nhau quanh giwong ngu lic nay. Chi nght dén
diéu d6 ciing da 1am né cadm thay da minh bi hang ty con ran bo lic nhtic bén trén.

Hong hét cd. Moi thi déu hong bét. Poi nd 1a mot tham hoa toan dién.

Blair dich ra khoi ngwdi Nate va vui mat vao mot cai goi. “to xin 16i,” n6 no6i, mic du né chang
thdy co 161 cho 1dm. Pay khong phai 1a ldc danh cho khodi cam xac thlt N6 cdm thady minh nhw
thé Joan d’Arc do Ingrid Bergman dong trong bo phim gdc - mot bac nit anh huing xinh dep
khong thé x4m pham noi.

Nate tlep tuc vudt toc nd va vo vao ba vai, hi vong né dai y. Nhung Blair buéng binh tp chat
mat xudng g6i. Cau khong thé nén dwoc noéi ban khoan liéu né cé that sw dinh lam chuyén ay
v(i cau khong.

Sau vai phut, cdu ngung vo6 vao lung né va ding diy. Pa mudn roi, cAu cdm thiy mét moi va
chan chwong.

“Té phai vé nha day,” ciu noéi.

Blair v& nhu khong nghe thdy gi. N6 qué chim diam vao v& bi kich vé ndi théng khé cua chinh
no.

“Nhé goi to,” Nate noi.

R61 ciu di.



S nhat dinh phai gap may

Vao sang thir bay, Serena bi danh thirc b&i ti€ng me co.
“Serena? Me vao dwgc khong?”

“Gi thé a?” Serena néi, ngdi dy trén giwong. C6 van chwa quen véi viéc s6ng cung bd me tré
lai. That 1a khé chiu.

Clra m& hé ra. “Me c6 tin cho con day,” me c6 bao.

Serena chang lay lam phlen khi bi me danh thirc day, nhung c6 khong mudn me c6 nghi la ba co
thé x6ng vao phong co ty nhién bat ctr khi ndo ba cdm thay mudn. “Vang,” c¢6 néi, giong c6 vé
bwc bdi hon so véi cam gidc cua co.

Ba Van der Woodsen di vao va ngoi xudng cudi giwong. Ba mac mot bd vy lua xanh hai quan
cua Oscar de la Renta va di doi dep lua tiép mau. Mai toc vang sang Iwron song cua ba dwoc bui
1én trén dinh diu, va lan da min mang cua ba c6 mot chut 14p Janh ngoc trai ctia kem thoa da La
Mer. Ba c6 mui nuwéc hoa Chanel s6 5.

Serena co dau gdi xudng dudi cam va cho chan vao chan. “Gi viy me?” C6 hoi.

“Eleanor Waldorf vira goi. Con dodn xem chuyén gi nao?”

Serena tron mat I1én, hoi hop nhin thai d6 thim do ctia me. “Gi co a?”

“Co 4y sap cudi.”

“V&i ong Cyrus do a?”

“U, di nhién r6i. Con ai ma c6 4y muon cwdi nira ch¥?” Me c6 ndéi, vay nhitng vun bui twdng
twong trén bo vay cia minh.

“Con chiu,” Serena noi. C6 cau may, nghi liéu Blair sé don nhan cai tin nay ra sao. Chic han
khong vui ve gi. Mdc du Blair gan day cu xtt khong dwoc ti t€ cho 1dm, Serena van thiy thong
cam cho nguoi ban cl.

Dleu bat thuong 13,” ba Van der Woodsen tiép tuc, “ho sé& to chirc kiéu d6.” Ba bung nhiing
ngon tay deo day trang strc.

“Y me 12 gi?” Serena hai.

“Lé Ta on cudi tuan me c6 tham thi va nhuén  may lén lam dau hiéu cho rang ddy la diéu that
sw bat thuong. “Thir bay sau lé Ta on. D6 1a ngay cudi. Va co dy mudn con la phu dau. Me chic
Blair sé& dién tén con vao cac ban thong bao chi tiét. Con bé 1a phit dau chinh ma.”

Ba Waldorf dirng day va bat dau x€p lai ngay ngan nhing cai chai nwéc hoa Creed, may cai hop
nit trang Tiffany va may thdi son Stila vrong vai trén ban trang diém ctia Serena.

“Ctt d€ ddy di me,” Serena rén ri va nham mat lai.

Th bay sau 1é Ta on. Tir nay dén d6 chi con c6 3 tuan. Hom d6 ciing lai 1a sinh nhat Blair,



Serena nh¢ ro. Toi nghiép Blair. No vOn yéu sinh nhat lam. D6 1a ngay cda nd. Hién nhién nim
nay thi khong phai roi.

Va tré thanh mot pht dau thi sé nhuw thé nao khi Blair la phu ddu chinh nhi? Liéu Blair c6 dinh
bat c6 phai mac mot cai vay khong vira khong? Liéu n6 co d6 sam- banh vao do uong cho co
khéng? Budc co di doc 16i di trong nha tho voi Chuck Bass, ga trai “manh khanh” nhat trong
dam ban bé? That 1a ky quai du chi méi hinh dung ra.

Me c6 ng01 xuong giwong lai va vuot toc con gai minh. “Co gl khong 6n ha ctin con?” Ba héi vé
lo 1dng. “Me cit nghi con rat hao hirng vé chuyén lam phu dau.”

Serena m¢& mat ra. “Con dau dau thoi ma,” c6 thé dai, kéo cai chan quanh ngwdi. “Con mudn
nam day va xem ti-vi mot ti dwoc khong a7"

Me c6 vO nhe vao chan cé. “Puoc roi. Me sé& bdo Deidre mang vao it ca phé va nwéc qua cho
con. Chic phai bdo chi 4y nén mang thém it banh sirng bod nita.

“Cam on me,” Serena noéi.

Me c6 dirng day va di ra ctra. Ba dirng lai va quay nguoi mim cwdi vui vé véi con gai. “Dam cudi
mua thu luén dang yéu 1dm day. Me nghi ddm tiéc nay sé& kha 1a nhon day.”

“Vang,” Serena noi, giti nhe cai gbi. “Sé tuyét lam.”

Me c6 di ra, va Serena lan nguoi qua nhin ra ctra s6 mot luc, nhin chim bay chuyen tw nhirng
ngon cay kho quanh mai bao tang Met. ROi cb vé lay dién thoal va bam phim goi tat cho anh
trai Erik cua cd & Brown. M6i khi ¢6 can héi han y kién, day 1a phim d4au tién c6 bAm. Tay kia c6
bam nit mé ti-vi trén cai diéu khién. Trén kenh Nlckelodeon dang chiéu Chang bot blen mdc
quan sodc vuong. C6 nhin chdm chdm vao man hinh ma thuc sw chang xem gi, nghe chudng reo
ba lan, r6i bon lan.

O 1an thi sau, Erik tra 1oi. “01i?”

“Nay,” Serena néi. “Anh dang lam gi diy, m&i day a?”

“Anh chua day,” Erik néi. Anh ho 16m. “Oi troi a.”

Serena cuwoi. “Xin 16i. Thirc khuya ha?”

Erik rén ri dap lai.

“Nay, 1y do em goi 1a em méi dwoc biét me ctia Blair sap cudi ong Cyrus. Em tham chi khong
nghi 1a ho biét nhau di lau dé cuéi, nhung ma thé 1a xong roi. Ma nay, em phai lam phu dau, va
Blair lam phu dau chinh, tirc 1... Em khong biét chuyén nay 1a sao. Nhung em chac chan a sé
ray ra lam.”

Co6 doi Erik tra loi. “Chac 1a anh qua choang dé€ néi chuyén nay bay gi¢r phai khong?” c6 noéi khi
anh khong tra 1oi.

“Cling hoi hoi,” Erik noi.

“Dwoc roi, thé da. Em sé goi lai sau,” Serena ndi, vé that vong. “Nay, em ciing nghi dinh di tham
anh lic nao ddy. Cudi tuan téi dwoc khong?”



“OK,” Erik ngap.
“OK. Bye nhé,” Serena néi roi gac may.

Co truwon nguoi ra khoi chan, ding day va 1é vao nha tam, chd c6 ngdm nghia minh trong
guong. Cai quan so6c xam cua cd vong Xuong ¢ mong va cai ao phong Mr. Bubble cta c6 xoan
lai vat quanh vai c6. Mai téc vang sudn cua co dinh vao gay, va mot dwong nwée dai da kho
thanh vét trén ma.

Di nhién, c6 trong van hip dan.

“P6 béu,” Serena ndi véi hinh minh trong guong. Co 14y ban chai va bat dau danh rang cham
rdi, trong diu nghi veé Erik. Mac du anh c6 vé ham hi he nhiéu hon co, nhung anh sap X€p sao
cho khong bi rot khoi truong noi tra va da do vao truong Brown. Erik 1a cau con trai ngoan,
trong khi Serena 1a dita con gai hw. That chang céng bang ti nao.

C6 nhiu may day quyét liét khi co rang ham.

Vay sé thé nao khi c6 bi duoi khoi truong ndi tri, diém sé clia 6 chi & mitc xoang, va hoat
dong ngoai khéa ctia c6 chi Ia cai phim ky cuc c6 lam cho lién hoan phim cubi cap cua trwong
Constance Billard? C6 sé cho moi nguoi thay c6 khong té hai nhw ho tuong. C6 sé chung to cho
ho thdy bang viéc vao dwoc mot trrong tét nhw Brown va tré thanh ngudi cé tén tudi.

7 n

biéu do khong co6 nghia la c6 chua co tén tudi gi. Serena la c6 gai ma ai cling nho dén. Mot

nguoi ma ai cing yeu thay vi ghet. C6 khong phai c6 dé téa sang: c6 da tda sang hon tat ca
nhitng ngwoi con lai roi.

C6 nh6 bot kem danh rang vao bon rira mit.

Phai, c6 da x4c dinh phai dén Brown cu01 tuan t&i, nhw thé né 1a moét ci quan trong. C6 phai
gap may man. CO van thwong dwoc nhw vay.



Ngwoi man Tay may man, ké khac lai ¢é6 don

“Ky cuc,” Jenny Humphrey thim thi véi hinh minh.

N6 ding trudc guong gitt hoi tho cua minh va phinh bung ra het co. Van khong nham nho gi so
v6i bo nguc cua no, von qua kho voi mot c6 gai 1op 9. Cai do ngu cta nod bi tring xuong & gitra
nhw thé mot cai leu hinh tam gidc chay tir ngwc xuéng dén dau goi, che mat cai bung nhé ra va
doi chan nhé ngan cua nd. No da to thém thay vi lon cao [én nhu Serena van der Woodsen, hoc
sinh ndm cudi o Constance Billard, nguoi ma Jenny thin tuwong. B6 nguc cua Jenny x0a tan hi
vong cua no trong viéc c6 dwgc ve hap dan twoi tan nhw Serena. Ching ddng la méi tai wong
cho sw ton tai ctia né.

Jenny th& hat ra va kéo bo dd ngu qua dau dé thir cai ao ong mau den méi mua & Urban
Outfitters sau gio hoc hdm qua. No giat manh qua vai va xudng qua nguec roi nhin minh trong
guong. Khong phai 1a né c6 hai bau v khéng 16 nita ma 1a mdt con sén ky quai c6 bo nguc doc
nhit. N6 trong thit quai dang.

Vén mé toc nau sam ra sau tai, Jenny quay ngwoi trudc guong, cam thiy ghé tdm. N6 kéo cai
quan bo dong phuc Constance Billard cii 1&n va di vao bép de lay tra. Anh trai né dang ra khoi
phong cua minh. Cau ta lu6n trong kinh khiing vao budi sang, toc cau 16i thoi va mat thi 1o do.
Nhung sang nay mat cau mé to va sang bung Ién, nhw thé cau di thirc cd dém udng ca phé vay.
“C6 chuyén gi thé?” Jenny hoi khi ho cuing dirng trong bép.

N6 nhin Dan muc it bot ca phé tan vao c6c va hirng dwéi voi nudc nong. Cau khong that sy de
tam xem lic nao ca phe tan xong. Cau ding canh chdu rtra, im ldng khudy ca phé bang thia,
nhin vong xody mau niu quay vong vong.

“Em biét anh di di choi véi Serena dém qua,” Jenny noi, khoanh tay ve hét kién nhan. “Thé c6
gi xay ra khong? Chuyén li ki khong? Chi &y mac cai gi? Anh lam gi? Chi 4y n6i gi?”

Dan uéng mdt ngum ca phé. Jenny liic ndo ciing hoi bi qué khich khi nhiac dén Serena. Ciu thich
tréu nguoi c6 em mot ti.

“0i thoi ma, ké em nghe di. Hai ngwoi da lam gi?” Jenny nai ni.

Dan nhun vai. “Bon anh an kem.”

Jenny chong tay vao héng. “Cha. Cuéc hen néng béng ghé.”

Dan chi cuw¢i. Cau khong quan tam chuyén du khién c6 em gai to mo dén diu, ciu cling khong
doi nao 10 ra ti chuyen gl cua dém qua. N6 qua quy gia, ddc biét la man hon nhau. Thuec té 1a
ciu vira viét mot ba1 tho vé chuyén nay ma ciu cé thé ngam nga hoai khéng chan. Cau goi 1a
bai tho “Ngot ngao.’

“Thé con gi nita? Anh da lam gi? Chi 4y ndi gi ch®?” Jenny thic giuc.

Dan d6 nwéc nong thém vao day cdc. “Anh khong biét,” cAu bat ddu noi. Pung lic d6 dién thoai
d6 chudng.

Ca Dan va Jenny lao vot t&i d€ nhic 1én. Nhwng Dan da nhanh hon.



“Chao Dan, Serena day.”

Dan 4n chat 6ng nghe vao tai, budc ra khoi bép dé dirng ra ché bau cira s6 & phong riéng. Mac
du 6 kinh bi bui lam mo nhu*ng cau c6 thé nhin thay bon tré choi trwot van & cong vién
Riverside va 4nh mat troi mua thu dang roi chiéu 14p lanh trén séng Hudson phia xa. Dan hit
mot hoi 1dy binh tinh. “Chao dy,” ciu néi.

“Nghe nay,” Serena néi. “Cé chuyén nay hoi ky cuc, t& phai lam phu dau ¢ mot dam cudi ratlén
ba tuan nira. Té& dang phan van khong biét cAu c6 mudn di véi té, cau biét ddy, nhw 1a ban trai
cla té ay.”

“Chac chan dwoc,” Dan noéi, trudc khi cd cé thé noéi thém.

Day la ddm cwéi cua me Blair Waldorf,” Serena noéi. “Cau nh& khong, cai c6 ban cii truedc day
cta t& ay?”

“Chéc chan r‘61 Dan lap lai. Nghe nhu thé Serena khéng chi mudn ciu di cung cb, ma la cb ay
cdn cdu di dé ing h vé mat tinh than. N6 lam cho Dan cam thay minh quan trong, va dem lai
cho cdu sy can dam Cau ha thap giong xu6ng gan nhuw thi thao, de phong Jenny dang nghe 16m
o phong ngoai. “Té cling that sw mudn di Brown cling cau nita,” ciu néi. “Néu nhw viéc dé6 ma
dwoc.”

“Duoc chir.” Serena ngung lai. “U, t& dinh di vao thi sdu sau gio hoc. Bon té chi hoc nira bubi
hém d6. Cau thi sao?”

C6 vé nhw c6 4y quén mat viéc ri Dan di cung r6i nhung Dan quyét dinh.
“Té tan hoc ldc hai gior chiéu thir sau,” ciu bao cé.

\

“OK, vay cau co thé gap minh ¢ Nha ga Trung tam. To sé bat tau di vé nha nghi cla nha té
Rldgefleld va ldy xe hoi clia nguoi bao vé & do6,” c6 noi.

“Vay tot qua,” Dan noi.

“Sé rat tuyét,” Serena néi, giong nghe c6 vé hang hai hon chiat. “Cam on cdu nhé, vi da dong y di
dam cwdi voi minh. Vui ghé.”

“T¢ clng hi vong vay,” Dan noi. Cau khong thdy ly do nao khong thé vui véi c6. Nhung cau phai
tim thit gi twom twom dé mic. Cau l& ra nén giit lai bd 18 phuc Barneys d6 méi phai.

U’m té phai di day. Chi ngudi lam dang gao goi té dn sang,” Serena noi. “T¢ sé goi cau lat nita,
roi bon minh c6 thé 1én ké hoach cho ky cudi tuan sau, dwoc khong?”

“OK,” cau néi.

“Chao nhé.”

“Chao,” Dan néi. Ciu gac may trwére khi ¢6 thé budt miéng ra néi gi d6 niva. Anh yéu em.
“Pay la chi 4y, phai khong?” Jenny hoéi, khi Dan quay lai bép.

Dan nhtn vai.

“Chi 4y noi gi?”



“Cha co6 gi.”

“U, ding roi. Anh toan néi tham ma,” Jenny dai.

Dan lay mot cai banh mi vong ra khoi tui glay trén mat bép va xem xét nd. That ngac nhién, né
da bi moc. B6 cda hai dira khong phai la quan gia tot nhat thé gidi. That kho khan d& ma nhé ra
viéc di cho mua rau hay co san khi ban phai ban viét nhitng bai binh luan rang tai sao mot s6
nha tho khong tirng duoc ai biét dén sé tré thanh Allen Ginsberg mé&i. Hau hét moi lan Dan va
Jenny s6ng s6t 1a nhé vao may mén mi goéi Tau.

Dan viit cai tui banh mi vong moc di va tim dwgc mot goéi khoai tdy chién chuva m¢ ra trong tu
bép. Cau xé miéng cai goi va b6c mot ndm khoai tay chién cho vao miéng. Chiing van ngon hon
1a khong co gi.

]enny lam mat cau c6 véi cau. “Viéc gi anh phai lam nhw mot thang dé hoi khé chiu thé?” né
néi. “Em biét thira 1a Serena goi dién. Tai sao anh khong thé ké cho em nghe 13 chi 4y da néi

gi?”

“Co ay muon anh di dam cum cung. Day la me cua co ban Blair cwdi, va Serena s€ la phu dau.
C6 4y mudn anh dén dé cung,” Dan giai thich.

“Anh sé di dam cudi ba Waldorf?” Jenny ha hdc miéng kinh ngac. “O0' dau?”

Dan nhdn vai. “Anh khéng biét, anh khong hoi,” ciu néi.

Jenny noi cau. “Em chang thé tin noi. Moi lan anh va bé toan ché cit luc nhitng co gai diéu da

ma em hoc cung va gia dinh phu phiém cua ho. Va bay gio thi anh cap ke cung nit hoang cua ho

va lai con duoc moi di dén nhitng dam cwéi hoanh trang. That sao ma bat cong thé chit!”

Dan b&c mdt nam dAdy khoai tay chién nira cho vao miéng. “Anh xin 16i,” cAu nhdm nhoam noi.
“Cha, em chi hi vong anh khong quén rang em la ngudi tng bao anh rang da c6 co hoi voi

Serena Jenny buc tirc. N6 cau kinh liéng cai tui tra da uong vao chau rira. “Anh c6 biét dam

cudi sé chic chan 1én tap chi nhw Vogue khong? Em khong thé tin 13 anh sé di day.”

Nhuwng Dan chang nghe gi. Trong tdm tri ciu la canh cdu dang trén tau, niam tay Serena va
cham chim nhin vao mau xanh sau tham cta doi mat co.

“Chi 4y c6 ndi lam gi ngay mai khéng?” Jenny hoi ciu.
Dan ng6 em gai v¢i vé tréng rong.

“Em v0i Vanessa va Serena dinh dén quan bar cua ban trai Vanessa & Williamsburg de xem b
phim bon em gidp Serena lam cho lién hoan phim truong Constance. P& chic chan 1a né da
hoan chinh dé mang di.”

Mot cai nhin tréng rong khac.
“Em twdng c6 thé chi iy da ru anh roi.”
Dan khong dap lai.

Jenny thé dai, gidn dién Ién. Dan thit vd vong, né nhan thiy cdu hoan toan si mé nén n6 danh



quén di viéc c6 moi dwoc thong tin gi tir cau. Cau ta tham chi chang hoi tai sao no lai mdc cai
40 bo den di quanh nha vao mot budi sang thir bay. Bdng nhién Jenny cam thay cuwc ky co don.
N6 ludn ludn tréng cay vao viéc cé anh trai & bén canh, nhung bay gio cau ta da nhw ngt thiép
di trong tinh anh em rudt thit.

N6 hién nhién can tim vai ngwdi ban khac.
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Khuyén cdo: Tat ca nhitng tén that vé noi chdn, con nguoi va su kién déu dwoc thay doi hodc
viét tat dé bao dam khach quan. Cu thé la tén t6.



Xin chao cac cau!

Pam cudi cia nam

Thoi diém nay cua nam luén hoi ué 0ai, chd c6 gi xay ra cho den ky nghi l€. Nhung me cua B da
cho bon t& mot nguén dé budn chuyen Y613, chuyén ba 3 ay va chong s3p cwdi da quen nhau
dwoc bao l1au roi? Hai hay ba thang? Néu t& dlnh song ca phan doi con lai voi ai do6, hodc tham
chi chi mot ky nghl cudi tuan, t& mudn biét ho nhiéu hon thé. Du sao, t¢ clng nghe noi la ong
ta cuc ky xdu ma, nén dam cudi ro rang la mot ‘canh tuong dé nhin ngam. Va B c6 vui ndi khong
Khi phal cham tran S? T¢ danh hoi thay ¢ day han sé c6 vu ciu chi nhau, va chuyén sé& khong
dep dé gi. Ay da! Té néng rudt 13m roi.

E-mail cia ban
CE GNC o,

To khong ro cau da biét chuyén nay chua, nhung B s€ c6 mot ngwoi anh em trai con bd duwong.
Té& hoc cuing 16p cau ta m3, ciing dang lang chang thi phai. Nhung c4u ta xinh trai day.

-BronxKat

BB BronxKat mén,
Moi diéu to6i c6 thé ndi la toan bé ddm cwdi nay trong cang ngay cang hoan hao hon!
-GNC

EBGNC 3,

T& nghe ndi bé cia B tang cho treong Yale mot triéu do vi vay co ay khong can cd gang qua
nhidu dé dé vao diy dwoc. ma nay té ca la N va B sé khong cung dén ciing mot trudng dai hoc
nam t&i. Ban nghi sao?

-Bookwrm

BB Bookwrm than mén,

T& khong ca cwoc gi hét. B kho6 dodn tredre hon 1a ta twdng day...
-GNC

N6i chuyén trueong dai hoc...

Gio 1a lac tat ca ching ta da phai ro hét ca lén, xem xét nhitng hinh anh trong céc catalog
treong dai hoc ma ching ta tim den hinh dung ra ban than minh dang no6i chuyén véi nhirng
chang trai hap dan trén cac bai cé xanh _phia trudc cac toa nha gach to 1om phu day day thuong
xuln. Gi¢r 1a liuc ching ta phai nhin lai tit cd nhirng bai kiém tra chung ta da truot hay cong viéc
tinh nguyén ching ta da khong lam va quat cho minh mot tran vi da ngu dét va ludi biéng. Gioy
la lac nhung ké cham ngoan dao dirc day minh nhan duoc glay bao do som va lam cho nhirng
ké tim thwong ching ta cam thdy nhuc nha. O, téi khéng dé cho chuyén d6 lam minh thét vong



dau. bay la cong thirc cua toi dé quan ly stress cudi cap: tron mot cau ban hap dan véi mot doi
ung da moi, mot do len cashmere mé1, mot dém dai di choi va uong kha kha ruou. Khuay lai
trong mot busi sang day rat mudn cung s6-co-la ndong trén giwong. Bit dau dién vao ho SO
ddng ky truong dai hoc cua minh khi ban thay kh4 hon va sdn sang. Thay chwa ndo? Chang can
thlet phai gat hét stress di.

Nhitng canh trong thay

N dang ¢ Asphalt Green, choi quin vot voi bo B & rap chiéu phim trén duong sb 86, dang xem
mot phim hanh ddng véi em trai. Chic 1a ¢ nang tha xem cac tay sung ban nhau tir cac truc
thang chay dung dung con hon la di quanh quan trong nha voi me dé€ ban bac vé vay cuoi, banh
kem va do dn. S thi di mua nwéc hoa & hiéu Barneys. T¢ thé, c6 gai nay thll’C sw ngay nao cling
& dé. Dviét hi hai vao mot quyen s6 trong lic di doc bén tau dudng s6 79. Mot bai tho tinh
khac vé S ching?J tra lai cai 4o 6ng den cho hiéu Urban Outfitters.

S€ sm c6 thém chuyén day!

Cac cau biét cac ciu yéu t& ma!

GNC



B quyét tam lam cho N muo6n né

“Ra va an may cai banh kép, cin con,” ba Waldorf goi vong Ién tir dwoi sanh, hi vong 161 dwoc
Blair ra khdi phong. “Me da bao Myrtle 1am banh that xinh va méng, ding nhuw kiéu con thich
day.”

Blair mé ctra phong va tho dau ra. “Cho con ti,” né néi. “Con dang mac quan 40.”

“Khong can dau. Cyrus va me Van dang dung mt,” me Blair n6i day hing khéi. Ba budc lai cai
ddy ao ngu lua mau xanh 1a cdy cia minh. Cyrus mac mot cai glong nhuw thé. Ho cing mua hom
qua ¢ hiéu Saks sau khi dit nhan cudi ¢ hiéu Cartier. Sau dé ho vé quan King Cole dén mo va
am clng & khach san St. Regis dé uéng sam-banh. Cyrus tham chi con dua dinh thué mot
phong. Mot dém lang man.

That tod'm thi co.

“Cho chut,” Blair buéng binh nhic lai, va me né lui vé phong dn. Blair ng01 bén mép giuong,
nhin hinh minh trong guong trén canh td. N6 da néi déi me. Thuc te la no da day hang gio roi
va hoan toan nai nit day du voi quan jeans, 4o len c6 lo den va di ing. N6 tham chi con son
moéng tay mau nau sam cho hop véi tam trang ciia minh.

Guwong kia ngu & trén twong, ai ngwdi dep nhit tran dwong thé nay? Khéng phai Blair - it nhit
khong phai h6m nay.

N6 da trai qua moét ngay thi bay v&i cdm xuc toi té. Roi nd di ngl, van mang ¢ cam giac bé bet,
va sang chi nhat thirc diy van thay té hai hét sirc. Sw that la nhw thé né sé sdng doi minh
khong ra thé thong gl. Nate da khong | hé tim cach gdp no ké tir dém thir sau, hlen nhién la cau
that vong nhiéu hon vé nhitng gi da xay ra. N6 van con la mot trinh nit. Me n6 sap cudi mot ga
dan don kinh tém. Va cai ngay ho chon dé cwdi nhau lai roi ding vao ngay sinh nhit quan
trong nhat doi né.

Oi, phai, doi n6 hoan toan toi té, khong gi sanh noi.

Do khong thé t6i té hon ti nao nita, va vi né déi meo, Blair ditng ddy va lao ra phong an dé an
banh kép v&i me va Cyrus.

“C6 bé day roi,” Cyrus réng am lén. Ong ta vo vao cai gh& canh minh. “Lai day ngdi di.”
Blair lam theo. N6 kéo céi dia det chat day banh kép lai va xan vai cai vao dia ciia minh.

“bung lay cai c6 10 & gitra,” cAu em trai 11 tudi cta no, Tyler, vOi nhic. “Cia em day Tyler mdc
mot cai ao phong Led Zeppelin va budc mot cai bang do do quanh dau. Cau muon tré thanh
mot nha bao v1et vé nhac rock-and- roll va tao dang cho glong Cameron Crowe dao dién phim
tirng di bui cung Led Zeppehn khi 6ng ta méi muoi lam tudi. Tyler c6 han mot bd swu tap
khong 16 d”a than va c6 mot 6ng tau thubc co dwdi gam givong. Nhung cau chua ‘bao gidr dung
no. Blair lo rang Tyler sé tro thanh mot ke 1ap di kho ma c6 ban be duorc. B6 me no thi cho d6 1a
dé ' thuong, chirng nao cdu van mac bo dong phuc Anh Em Brooks dén truwong Thanh George
mdbi sang nhw moi cau trai ngoan va duoc nhan vao mot trudng ndi trd tot,

Trong thé gi¢i ma Blair va beé ban né dang song, b6 me ctia ho déu nhu vay - chirng nao dam
con cai khong lam loan 1én va 1am x4u mat cac vi phu huynh, ching c6 thé lam bat ct diéu gl
ching mudn. Thuc t&€ cho thiy Serena mac ding 16i do6. Co ta da bi bat gip vi gay chuyeén, va



viéc bi bat gip thi khé ma chip nhan néi. Co ta phai biét diéu hon.

Blair rudi sird mui go thich 1én banh kép va cudn lai tirng chi€c mot nhw banh cudn burrito[6],
la thir ma no6 thich.

Me né dut mot qua nho tw dia hoa qua vao miéng Cyrus. Ong ta mim mim cudi hanh phic
trong khi nhai va nuét. Roi 6ng ta chu moi 1én nhu con ca doi an nira. Ba Waldorf cwoi khic
khich va mom cho ong ta qua khéc. Blair cudn cai banh khac véi sird, phét 1 man trinh dién
nglra mit cda ho.

“Me dd noi chuyén qua dién thoai v6i ngudi cia St. Claire ca budi sang, me nd bao. “Anh ta
diéu chay nwéc ra, ma rat quan tAm dén trang tri. Anh ta vui tinh 13m.”

“Diéu chdy nwdc? Y me 1a dong bong. Dung tir ‘gay’ la dwoc ma me,” Blair néi.

“U, phai..,” me né lap bap, ve khong dwoc thoai mai. Ba khong thich noi dén tir gay. Pirng nhac
dén sau khi da ting cwdi mot ngudi nhw thé - diéu d6 qua bé bang.

“Chung t6i dang thir xem li€u c6 nén ddt vai phong ¢ khach san khong.” Cyrus noi. “Cac c6 gai
c6 thé st dung mot phong dé thay d6 va lam téc. Vi lai ai ma blet dworc - vai quy khach cua
ching ta s€ qua say nén ho sé can dot nhap vao nghi cho dén sang.” Ong ta cwdi va nhay mit
v@#i me Blair.

Phong?

Bong nhién Blair nay ra mot y nghi. N6 va Nate c6 thé c6 mot phong! Co chd nao va mot thoi
diém hoan hdo nao dé mat trinh hon 1a mot phong & St. Claire vao sinh nhat Ian thit mudi bay?

Blair dat nia xuong, chdm cham nhe diy diu dang cai khan gidy vao khoe miéng, va mim cudi
ngot ngao véi me. “Me c6 thé dit phong cho con va bon ban khéng?” N6 hai.

“Di nhién la dwoc chit,” Eleanor néi. “bé la moét y twdng hay.”

“Cam on me,” Blair néi, mim cwdi hao hitng, nhin vao c6c ca phé ciia minh. Né néng long mudén
bao cho Nate.

“Co qua nhiéu th phai lam,” me né noi day lo lang. “T6i phai 1én ca danh sich trong lic ngh
mat.”

Cyrus cam tay ba lén va hén. Vién kim cwong anh 1én trén ngén tay ba. “Pirng lo, tho con,”
Cyrus ndéi nhw thé 6ng ta dang néi véi mot dira bé hai tudi.

Blair Idy mot cai banh wét siing cudn lai trong ngén tay va cho vao miéng.

“Di nhién me mudn con tham gia sap dit moi thi, Blair 3,” me né bao. “Con rat c6 gu.”
Blair nhin vai va nhai, ma phong lén.

“A, chung ta néng long cho con gap Aaron,” Eleanor ndi.

Blair ngirng nhai. “Aaron 1a ai?” N6 ndi trong khi m6m van day banh.

“Con trai cua chd, Aaron y?” Cyrus noéi. “Chau biét chti c6 mot con trai ma, phai khéng Blair?”



Blair lac dau N6 khong blet ti gl vé Cyrus ca. Ong ta chac chan nhw kiéu dang di lang thang
ngoai pho va dé nghi me né cwdi 6ng ta. Cang biét it vé 6ng ta cang hay bao nhiéu.

“Cu cau la hoc sinh nam cudi & treong Nang khiéu du bi Bronxdale. Nhay coc 1ép 10. Cu ciu
m&i c6 16 tudi, mot hoc sinh cudi cip sip tot nghiép, nhdy vot vao dai hoc!” Cyrus thong bao
day tu hao.

“That 4n twong phai khong nao?” Me Blair phu hoa. “Va cu ciu lai con dep trai nita ch&.”

“Né la vay dd,” Cyrus cong nhin. “N6 sé lam chdu ngac nhién thu vi day.”

Blair 1dy mot cai banh khac tir dia. N6 chang ban tam viéc nghe Cyrus va me né hwou vuon ve
ké nao la chuyén gia tai nang deo tui do6 da nang da bo ‘ngang cac cap hoc cho vui. N6 c6 thé
hinh dung ra Aaron chinh xac thé nay: mot phién ban gy go cda Cyrus, voi day trirng ca trén
mat, tdc nhon dau, deo niéng chinh rang va quén ao kinh di. Cuc cwng ctia b6 ciu ta.

“Nay, miéng d6 1a ctia em!” Tyler gao 1én, chin cai nia cta Blair lai bang dao cta ciu ta. “Tra
déy."

Blair gior nhan ra cai banh né 14y c6 mot 16 to bang ngdn tay & gitra. “Xin 16i,” nd noi va chuyén
dia cia né qua ban vé phia Tyler. “Lay di.”

“Vay con sé ¢ nha va glup me cht?” Me n6 hoi. “Me c6 mdt chong tap chi va sach vé ddm cudi
dé chung ta tham khao.”

Blalr day ghe ra sau dot ngot. N6 khong thé nghl ra cach nao t6i té hon dé cho qua mét ngay.
“Con xin 16i,” n6 néi. “Con di c6 k& hoach roi.”

D6 1a mot loi ndi doi, nhung Blair chac chdn rang ngay khi noi chuyén xong véi Nate, n6 qua
thuc c6 nhiéu ké hoach Hai dura co thé di xem phim, di dao trong cong vién, dén chd cla cau,
1én ké hoach cho dém ctia hai dita & St. Claire...

Sai roi.

kksk

“Xin 10i, t& v&i Anthony va may dira & cong vién di choi bong,” Nate néi. “T¢ da bao ciu hdom
qua roi.”

“Pau, cau chu'a noi. Hom qua cau noéi ciu sé di choi véi bd cdu. Cau ndi c6 thé ching minh lam
gl d6 hdm nay,” Blair phan nan. “Té da bao gior kiém cé giip cau dau.”

“Cha, t& sap chay ra d6 bay gior day,” Nate noi. “Xin 16i nhé.”

“Nhung té mudn bao ciu chuyén nay,” n6 néi, c6 gang lam giong bi hiém,
“Chuyén gi?”

“Té chi noéi chuyén nay véi cau khi gap co.”

“Thoi nao, Blair,” Nate m4t kién nhan. “Té phai di roi.”

“Thoi dwgc. Nghe nay. Nhirng gi to muon noéi véi cu la me t¢ va Cyrus s€ dat phong ¢ St. Claire
cho 18 cwdi ctia ho. Ma hém d6 lai diing vao sinh nhat cta té va té nghi 1a thoi diém that hoan



hdo dé ching minh... ciu biét diy... lam chuyén dé.”

Nate im lang.

“Nate?” Blair hoi.

«I‘J;?n

“Vay cau nghi sao?”

“Té khong biét,” ciu noi. “Nghe c6 vé hay. Nay, t& phai di, ok ch&?”
Blair 4p chat 6ng nghe vao tai. “Nate?” né noi. “Cau van yéu t& ch?”
Nhwng Nate da gac may. “T¢é s€ goi lai cau sau, ok?” Cau ndéi. “Bye.”

Blair dip may va nhin cham cham vao tdm tham Ba Tuw trén san phong ngu, dam banh kép con
1én day nguy hiém trong da day. Nhung trwdc khi cé thé nghi dén viéc mdc tay vao c6 hong, né
da nay ra ngay mot ké hoach.

N6 sé khong gap Nate hom nay, va hai dira chic chan sé khong gdp nhau ca tuan, véi ca tram 1é
mot bai tap ngoai khoa cua no va cac mén the thao ctia cau. Va dip cu01 tuan t&i nod sé dén Yale
va cau thi dén Brown. N6 khong thé dé nguyén mot tuan troi qua véi viéc Nate dién 1én vi nd
da 1am cau tut hirmg dém thit sau réi né mudn phién vi viéc cau da dién 1én. N6 phai Iam diéu gi
do.

Néu nhw né va Nate c6 thé c6 dwgc nhitng cudc cii va lang man nhw cac cap trén phim. bau
tién hai dira sé la hét nhiing 101 1€ day thuong ! ton dén nhau cho dén khi né bat khéc. N6 sé quo
14y vi va ao khodc, vung veé cai nhirng cai cic do vi qua tuyét vong. Roi ngay khi né run ray day
canh ctra, sap stra budc ra khoi doi cdu ta mai mai, cau ta sé lai gan dang sau no va dang tay
quanh né, 6m that chat. N6 sé& xoay nguoi lai va ngudce 1én tim kiém cau ta trong mot khoanh
khic, va roi hai dira sé hon nhau diy dam mé. O’ doan két, ciu sé ciu xin né & lai, va hai dita sé
lam tinh.

Chuyén doi thuc thi té ngit hon nhiéu, nhung Blair biét 1am thé ndo d€ mam mudi gia vi thém.
N6 hinh dung ra viéc di bd dén ngdi nha ctia Nate, mac mot cai 4o khodc den dai, mét cai khan
lua trum 1én dau, mat no glau trong cdp kinh rdm Chanel to dung. No dua mot goi qua dac biét
cho Nate roi bién mat vao man dém. Khi cdu mé& goi qua ra, cau sé nglri thdy mui nwéc hoa clia
né va them mudn noé.

Quén hét nhitng gi khién minh phat ém, Blair ding diy va vo 14y vi, san sang di ra hiéu
Barneys.

Nhung ban lam gi d€ nhac mét anh chang rang anh ta yéu ban va muén c6 ban hon bao gio
hét?

Hurm. b6 la mot chuyén kho...



Bat mot tén trom

“Nao, bdo anh nghe tai sao em lai goi anh IAn nttra?” Erik git gong.

“No6i chuyén voi anh ciling that vinh hanh,” Serena dua. “Em chi goi cho anh dé bao rang em sé
dén Brown cudi tuan nay. Em c6 mot busi hen phong van lac 12 gi¢ thi bay.”

“OK,” Erik néi. “Bon anh thuwdong cé mot bita lién hoan vao to6i thir bdy. Hi vong em khong
phién.”

“Phién?” Serena cudi. “That tuyét hdo. O ma em chic sé di cling mot ngudi ban.”
“Ban gi thé?” Erik hoi.

“La cai cdu Dan ma em da di choi cung iy. Anh sé thich cdu ta, em hira ma,” c6 ndi.
“T6t,” Erik néi. “Nay, anh mac ban roi. Anh phai di day.”

Serena nhin ra rang Erik chang bao gio> ® mot minh ca. Anh luén c6 it nhit ba ban gai dé€ ngu
cung trong mot lich quay vong tron.

“Anh thatla do lang nhang. OK. Gdp anh sau,” Serena noi va dong may. C6 dirng day, tién dén ta
quan 4o va m¢ ctra 1y do.

Bén trong toan 1a nhitng bd quan 4o nham chan c6 van mdc. Nhung cé sap vao dai hoc nim téi,
c6 thé 1a Brown. Tai sao cd khong thé mua cho minh cai gi d6 m&i?

Co x0 vao nguoi mot cai quan jeans Diesel bac mau va mot cai ao len cashmere den, sdn sang
di dén dia diém wa thich cua cd trong ca thé gi¢i rong lén nay: Barneys.

kkok

Khi c6 to1 noi, Barneys da dong nghit nguoi man khu bong lao vao nhu thiéu than. Tiéng 6n
ao, san nha dwoc chiéu sang nhe, cac tu kinh bay nhitng do trang strc doc dao, gang tay tuyét
hao vi lam dcrn chlec va cac mat kinh quay hang chit day nhitng san pham dep dé tinh xdo, tat
ca lam cho ngay nao cing giéng nhw thé dip Giang sinh. O’ gian hang Creed, Serena ngam nghla
nhiing lo nwoe hoa thuy tinh xinh dep véi niém vui thich nhw mét dia bé con trong ctra hang
do choi. i sang gian Kiehl, c6 bi ngay mot lo dat sét tirnhién lam mat na tdy da mat cdm do. D1
nhién, c6 di c6 dd sdn pham lam dep cho cd mudi ndm, nhung cd thich thir thém nhitng thit
md&i. N6 1a mot loai nghién.

Chang c6 gi sai vdi diéu dé ca. Con c6 nhitng thir nghién ngip khéc toi té hon nhiéu.
Serena dang dinh hoi nguoi ban hang sau quay liéu cai dat mat na nay cé hop voida c6 khong,

von ¢ xu hu'(yng kho, thi c6 nhan thay mét hinh dang quen thudc dang sai buéc mot cach day
muc dich qua gian hang nam gioi.

kksk

b6 1a Blair Waldorf. Serena dit lo dat mat na xuéng va di theo c6 ban.

Blair khong r6 liéu Barneys sé cé thir ma né tim kiém khong, nhung dé 1a do né chang biét



minh dang tim cai gi. Nate sé khong c6 an tuong gi voi mot cai ao len chui dau mai ‘hay mot
doi gang tay da xinh xéo. N6 phai ki€ém cai gl do doc dao. Quyen rit nhung khong qua tho tuc.
Phai dé& chiu, va phai nhic dwoc Nate rang cau van con yéu va muén cé né. Blair tién thdng dén
gian hang ds lot.

Dau tién no thay mot cai ban sap X€ép hhiing chiéc quan 16t boxer cotton nhleu mau sic. Trén
cac ké con c6 nhitng 4o choang tam bang vai bong xu mém va ao ngu bang vai flannel, cac gia
treo day nhirng hop dung qudn 16t bo tron ki€u ct va nhiing cai quan dang bikini chit T trong
dén gheé. Chang co cai nao kha di ca. Roi Blair bat gdp mot gia treo mot chiéc quan pajama cd
dai rut bang cashmere xam.

N6 kéo mot chiéc ra khoi mac treo va gio 1én xem. SAN XUAT TAI ANH, trén mac ghi vay. GIA:
360 DOLA Cai quan trong thoai mai ma tinh vi. Trong dep, lai mém mai va thanh nha. Hinh
dung vai quan s€ co xatvao landa tran cua Nate khién Blair cam thay dang 1én trong minh tinh
mau t&. N6 vo cdi quan trong tay va dn vao ma. Mui ctia cashmere thi thiét ngap tran 16 mi
nd va noé nham mat lai, twong tuwong Nate mdc chiéc quan pajama ma khong mac ao, bd nguc
hoan hao ctia ciu pho bay ra khi cau rét cho hai dita mdi ngudi mot ly sim-banh trong phong
khach san St. Claire.

Nhirng cai quan thuwe sw quyén rii. Khong con lan tan gi vé ching nira: N6 phai c6 dwoc ching.

kksk

Serena vo nhw rat chd y dén mot cai o choang tam vai bong mau do hiéu Ralph Laurel c& cuc
16n. N6 durong dée chan 6 khéi tdm nhin cda Blair, va cai gia duoc treo ¢ chd c6 quan sat Blair
khong c6 tré ngai gi. Co doan Blair chic dang mua gi cho Nate. Chic chan. Anh chang may mén:
bo pajama Blair dang xem rat dep.

H6i con ban bé tét véi nhau, Blair thwong hoi v kién Serena gitdp chon qua ting cho Nate. Gio
thi chang c6 dau.

“Co dang tim mot mon qua cho ai phai khong?” Mot anh chang ban hang tién lai hoi Serena.
Anh ta trong nhu mot van dong vién thé hinh, dau troc, rAm nang va bo do anh ta dang mic
trén nguoi nhw bi xé toac.

“Khong, t6i..” Serena a ap ung. C6 khong mudn ngudi dan 6ng bat diu bam theo cd quanh clra
hang, chi c6 cai nay cai kia, gay ra nguy co bi phat hién. “Vang. Cho anh trai toi. Anh ay can mot
cai a0 choang tam.”

“C& ctia anh ay nhw thé nay phai khong?” Nguwdi ban hang héi, chi vao cai 4o ma c6 dang xem.

“Vang, dung no, Serena ndi. “Toi sé 1dy.” Mt co doi theo Blair, lic nay dang budc vé quiy cim
theo cai quan pajama. “Toi c6 thé dwa anh cai thé thanh toan & ddy dwoc khong?” Serena héi
nguoi dan 6ng, da dudi mat xanh dai cda minh véi anh ta. C6 1dy thé tin dung cia minh ra khéi
vi va dua cho anh ta.

“Vang, di nhién dwoc,” anh ta néi, g& cai 4o ra khdi mac 4o va cam lay thé cta cé. “Toi sé quay
lai ngay.”
kkk
“P6 la moét moén qua,” Blair bao ngwoi dan ong dirng sau quiy, dwa anh ta the thanh toan. Cai

the c6 tén no trén do, nhung thuc sy khong phai cua no. b6 1a twr tai khoan cua me no. B6 me
Blair khong danh cho né mét khodn tro cAp nao, ho chi dé€ n6 mua bat ctt cai gi n6 can, mién la



co ly do. Mot cai quan pajama gan bdn tram dola cho Nate chang phai nhan dip Gidng sinh
khong nam chinh xac trong muc “c6 ly do,” nhung Blair sé€ tim ra cach dé€ thuyét phuc me rang
khoan chi nay l1a hoan toan cin thiét.

“Tdi xin 10i, thwa c6,” ngudi dan 6ng sau quay bao né, “nhung thé ctia c6 bi tir chéi.” Anh ta tra
lai thé. “C6 c6 thé nao khac mudn dung khong?”

“Bi tir ch6i?” Blair ldp lai. Mdt né néng birng. Diéu nay chwa bao gio xay ra véi n6 trudce day ca.
“Anh chic cht?”

“Vang. Kha chic chidn,” ngudi dan 6ng tra 1oi. “C6 ¢6 mudn dung dién thoai cia ching tbi dé
goi cho ngan hang cua c6 khong?”

“Khong, duoc roi,” Blair néi. “Toi sé quay lai lac khac.” C6 nhét cai the vao vi, vo ldy cai quan
pajama va quay trd lai cai gia hang no1i c6 lay ching ra. Chat cashmere that mém min trong tay
khién né thay phat 6 om khi phal roi khoi ctra hang tay khong. Chuyén gi xay ra vay nhi? Khong
1€ 1a t1en trong tai khoan cua me né da can sach. Nhung no6 khong the goi dich xac me n6 ma
hoi vé chuyén do, vi né da néi déi lic ra khéi nha rang né di xem phim véi Nate.

Nguoi dan 6ng da bo cai mac kiém tra bang nhya day, Blair nhan thay khi dé cai quan lai vao
gia. No ciing dé y y rang c6 nhiéu cai quan nhuw thé con lai. Liéu ho cé that sy dé y néu né... Idy di?
Chang phai la n6 khong tim cach tra tién. V4i lai n6 da tiéu da nhiéu & Barneys. N6 dang duoc
mdt mon qua mién phi chir.

k%K k

Serena doi anh chang ban hang lwc ludng quay lai voi cai ao choang tam ma cd khong dinh
mua véi héa don thé thanh toan ctia minh. C6 theo ddi Blair tir ltic dat cai quan pajama tré lai
va dung lai.

“Toi can chir ky ciia cd & chd dau X,” nguwoi ban hang bao Serena. C6 quay lai, va anh ta dwa cd
mot tii mua hang mau den cta Barneys véi cai 4o gdp gon gang trong mot cai hop den bén
trong.

“Cam on,” Serena noi. C6 cam mau héa don va quy goi xudng san dé ky vao no, dung cai hop
lam bé mat ké. Nhin doc theo tdm tham san, c6 nhin thdy Blair luon xuong gitta hai cai gia ao
ngu flannel va vdi vang nhét cai quan pajama vao vi.

Serena khong thé tin ndi. Blair an cap!

“Cam on anh nhi‘éu Serena noi roi dirng ddy. Co a an mau héa don vao tay ngwoi ban hang, cam
tdi hang 1én va bang ra ctra. Mac du co chang lam gi sai trai, nhung nhin thdy Blair an cap khién
c6 thay minh nhw thé da lam vay. Co nong long muén thodt khoi day. Sau khi c6 ra dén ngoai
dwong, c6 ré vé Madison va rdo bwéc nhanh. Cai tdi hang dap vao chan c6 khi c6 hit vao tung
hoi khong khi mua thu se lanh. C6 vao Barneys dé tim thi gi d6 hay ho cho ban thin va di ra
voi mot cai do choang tam c& cuc 1én cha dan 0ng. Ma sao c6 di do tham Blair lam gi? Va
chuyen quy quai gi ma Blair lai di an c3p may thitr d6? C6 phai né ban ciing hay khanh kiét gi

au.

Thuc su thi bi mat cta Blair van an toan véi Serena. Co chang c6 ai dé ma tiét 10.

kkk

Blair roi khoi Barneys va di vé Madison, vi cia né cling nhw mud6n chay dua. Khdong c6 coi bao



dong, va cling duong nhu khong co ai theo no. N6 da thoat! DI nhién, n6 biét an cap la x4u, dac
biét khi ban c6 nhiéu tién dé tr3, nhung that sw phan khich khi ban lam diéu gi d6 hoan toan
pham phap. Giéng nhu déng mot vai nit phan dién x4u xa trong ph1m thay vi lam mot c6 lan
giéng thanh thién va chung thuy Hon nita, day la viéc chi xay ra mét Ian. Diéu dé chang thé
bién né tré thanh mot ké an cap ctra hang chuyén nghiép.

Ro6i n6 nhin thay thir lam né phai khung lai. Cu6i pho la Serena van der Woodsen v&i mai téc
dai vang ruc 1én trong ndng khi c6 doi dén xanh. Mot cai tui Barneys den khoac trén tay co.
Ngay truwéc khi c6 biang qua dwong, cé quay ngwdi va nhin thang vé Blair.

Blair guc dau xudng, gia vo nhu dang nhin vao cai dong ho Rolex trén tay minh. Citt thdt, Blair
nghi. N6 nhin thdy minh khéng? N6 cé nhin thdy minh Idy cdi qudn pajama khéng?

Van gitr mat nhin xuéng, né mé vi va luc tim mét diéu thuodc. Khi né ngang 1én, Serena da sang
dudng va 1an vao phia xa.

Neu no nhin thay minh thi sao nao? Blair tw h01 N6 cham dleu thuoc voi nhitng ngon tay run
rdy. Serena clr viéc di ma loan bao cho bat ctr ai trén thé gi¢i nay rang co ta da nhin thay Blair
Waldorf an cip & Barneys, nhung sé chang ai tin ca.

Diing khéong nhi?

Khi buéc di, Blair cho tay vao vi va lan s¢ lan vai cashmere mém mai ctia chlec quan. N6 nong
long cho Nate thir ching 1dm roi. Khi cAu mac vao, ciu sé biét dich xac Blair cdAm nhan vé moi
diéu ra sao, va ciu sé& yéu né hon bao gi¢ hét. Chang diéu gi Serena néi c6 thé chen vao duorc.

Khong nhanh dugc thé diu. Tang ai d6 dn cap la mot diém xdu. Gieo nhin ndo sé gat qua 4y,
bang nhitng cach khién ban khé lwdng nhat.



Piwrng diy ¢ Brooklyn

“Tai sao ciu lai & diy?” Vanessa Abrams héi Dan khi Dan va Jenny dén quan The Five and
Dime.

Dan nhun vai. “Té mudn xem phim ctia Serena da quay ra sao,” ciu ndi, nhu thé chang phai la
chuyén gi to tat.

U, ding roi, Vanessa nghi. Ki€u nhw la cidu phai dén dé ca tung cdi mong thon ctia Serena.

“Serena van chua c6 & day,” co bao Jenny va Dan khi ho nhin quanh. Quan bar mo ao anh den
gan nhw Vang khach, chi c6 hai ga chirng hai lam tuéi ng6i & mot cai ban phia sau doc to Times
chu nhat va hut thudc.

“Nhung da mot rwdi roi,” Jenny nhin dong ho deo tay ctia nd. “Bon em hen gap nhau liic mot
=.»
gio.

Vanessa nhtn vai. “Em biét c6 4y nhw thé nao ma.”

bung vay, ho déu biét Serena ludn tré hen. Du vay Dan lan  Jenny déu khong lay lam phién. That
12 mot vinh du khi c¢é dwoc su xuat hién cta c¢6. Nhung viéc ndy lam Vanessa muén nhay dung
1én.

Clark di t&i va lua ngén tay vao mai téc den cat ngan ciia Vanessa. “Cac cau c6 mudn udng gi
khong?” Anh ta dé nghi.

Vanessa cuoi voi anh. C6 thich cach Clark dung cham c6 truéc mdt Dan. Dan dang phai thiy
vay. Clark la nguwoi pha ché rwou & quan The Five and Dime, quan bar duéi pho noi co can ho
Vanessa ¢ chung véi chi gai Ruby. Clark hdm hai tudi. Anh ta c6 té6c mai dai mau dé va cip mit
xam dep, va anh la chang trai duy nhét co timg gdp ma khong lam c6 thay minh nhot nhat, béo
lun va ky quac. Moi lan Vanessa van nghi Clark si mé Ruby, ba chi mac quan da bé, twoi vui,
choi guitar bass trong ban nhac & bar. Nhung réi sau dé thi la Vanessa. “Em khac b1et anh
bao co. “Anh yéu diéu do.”

Va Vanessa khac biét that. C6 rd la khac so v&i dam ban cung 16p ¢ trueong nit hoc Constance
Billard. Ho song véi bo me giau co trong nhitng can ho tang thuwong doc bai 16 Nim. C6 séng
trong moOt cin hd nho & tang trén mot cira hang rwou Tay Ban Nha & khu Williamsburg,
Brooklyn Co 16m 1én & Vermont, nhung | khi muoi 1am tu01 cd nai ni va thuyet phuc b6 me nghé
si cia minh bét nghiém khic ma cho c6 dén New York séng v0i Ruby. Piéu kién duy nhat la co
phai t1ep thu dwoc sw gido duc virng chac va chit lwong cao & ngdi truwong Constance Billard
day ap luc. Ban cung 1op Vanessa dwong nhu khong hiéu c6 cho lam. Trong khi ho lam toc
nhuém va mua sam ¢ Barneys hay Bendel’s, Vanessa cao dau minh bang tong-do va san hang
gia ré nhu quan jeans khong mac va 4o phong loai chi toan mau den thiéu ni tinh.

Vanessa gap Dan khi ho cung mac ket & chi€u nghi cau thang, bi bo roi & bén ngoai mot bita
lién hoan ngu Xuan nam 16p 10, va ho da tro thanh ban be tot ké tir khi do. Nam vira r01
Vanessa va Dan di chia sé rat nhidu thoi jgian voi nhau, va Vanessa da ndy sinh m&i say mé
manh mé v&i cdu ban. Nhwng Dan da dé mat téi mot co gai duy nhit: Serena van der Woodsen.

Vanessa may man cé dwoc Clark, va c6 dang cd gang dé quén Dan di, nhung qua la kho. Mobi lan
co nhin thay khuon mat nhem nhuoc xanh xao cua cdu va do6i ban tay run run nhw chan chim
clia cau, cd lai thdy choang vang. Dan thi di nhién hoan toan vé tinh. Ciu ta chi dén dé cw xtt



than thién v&i Vanessa hodc hoan toan b6 quén co6 khi c6 Serena & bén canh, viéc chi lam cho
van dé ric réi hon.

Em gai Dan, Jenny, lam viéc cung Vanessa cho to Rancor[7], tap chi nghé thuat cua hoc sinh
trwong Constance Billard, ma Vanessa la trwong ban bién tap. Jenny la mot nha nhiép anh va
thu phap tai nang voi con mat tinh doi. Jenny va Vanessa ciling da giup Serena lam bd phim ctia
cd - boi vi ¢6 da nho, va con boi vi khong ai co thé noi khong voi Serena. Nhung Jenny khéong
thich lam ban ctua Vanessa. Vanessa la mot nguoi ky cuc va mot tham hoa cho nganh thoi
trang chinh théng, va khong phai 1a mau cb gai Jenny thich bit chuérc.

“Em xin ca phé Ailen dugc khéng a?” Dan héi. D6 1a thirc uéng wa thich ctia cau béi vi né hoan
toan lam bang ca phé.

“Duoc,” Clark noi.
“Em chi 1y Coke thoi,” Jenny néi. N6 that sw khéng thich vi rwou, trir sim-banh.

“Vay bon minh sé xem phim ctia Serena hay gi?” Dan néi, xoay t&i xoay lui cai ghé quay bar cda
minh.

“Bon minh phai dgi dén khi Serena c6 mat, ngoc a,” Jenny noi.

Vanessa nhun vai. “T¢ dang nao ciing da hoan thanh phim réi,” cé néi. “Pé la tat ca nhitng gi t&
lam trong ba tuin qua.’

C6 da thirc khuya hang dém dé lam b6 phim cua c6 cho lién hoan phim cudi cap trwong
Constance Billard. N6 cling la bo phim c6 dinh guri dén NYU[8] cung voi ho so dang ky cua co.
Gidc mo cua Vanessa la vao treong NYU ndam toi va chuyén ve phim. €6 mudn tré thanh mot
dao dlen noi tleng vo1i nhirng siéu pham van héa nhw Sw Ham Muén hay Ché Ma[9], nhung no
Iirc cudi cling cda c6 da tré thanh mot thir thdm hoa.

Céu chuyén trong phim ciia c6 muon tir mdt canh trong tiéu thuyét Chién Tranh va Hoa Binh
cua Tolstoy. Dan dong vai chinh bén canh mot hoc sinh nam thi hai truomg Constance tén la
Marjorie su6t ngay nhai keo cao su va ching cé tai dién xuat gl. Vanessa da quyét dinh dung
Marjorie thay cho Serena, mdc du Serena hoan hao cho vai tro, boi vi co khong thé chiu noi
viéc xem Dan swéng ron ngwoi quanh Serena hét canh nay den canh khac. Qua la mot sai lam.
D6 1a mot canh tinh yéu, nhung Dan va Marjorie chiang co ti cam xtc gl voi nhau hét. N6 gan
nhu 1am cho Vanessa pha 1én cuoi khi ¢6 xem lai, ngoai trir viéc khoc rong. San phim qua te.
Co hi vong giam khao lién hoan phim sé tap trung vao chat hro'ng cla tay nghé quay phim von
1a diém manh clia c6 chit khong dé€ y dén thoai hay dién xuit von di dé kinh khung.

Phim cua Serena, trong mot hudng khac, lai tro thanh tac pham nghé thuat chan phwong nhat
va co tw duy nhit ma Vanessa ting du'oc biét dén. C6 gan nhw khong chiu ndi khi xem no. Va
diéu buc bdi nhat 1a né hoan toan khong cé chti dinh gl. Serena khongy thitc c6 4y dang lam cai
gi, nhu’ng bang cach nao dé, bd phim lai hoan toan co sirc mé hodc. N6 1a su thién bam tinh
khiét. Di nhién ly do no dwoc vay con 1a do Vanessa da quay ca bd phim. C6 khong thé tin noi
minh thuc sw da gitip Serena tao nén thir kha khadm vay ma chang doi hoi gi hét.

Dan nhin dong ho ctia ciu dd nam muwoi lAn. Ciu thwe sw mudn tiéu ra quin vi qua sét rudt.

“Chua a, sao cau khong goi co 4y di?” Vanessa bat ngon tay vé mat kién nhan. Ghen tudng dem
lai diéu toi té nhat cho co.

Dan d3 Iwu sé cda Serena vao di dong vai tuan trwdc. Cau lay dién thoai tir tai 4o khoac va nhay



ra khoi ghé, di téi di lui trong khi cau dogi c6 nhic may. Cudi cung may tra 101 bat 1én. “Alg, Dan
ddy. Bon minh dang ¢ Brooklyn. Cau dau roi? Goi lai cho minh khi c6 thé nhé. Chao.” Cau cé
gang tao ra giong c6 vé lanh dam, nhwng né gan nhw khéng thé. C6 dang & dau chi?

Cau quay lai ghe va tréo lén. Mot tach ca phé Ailen béc khéi da dwoc dat trén mat quay truéc
madt cau. No vong 1én voi mot ngon thap kem bot, va c6 mui thom that hdp dan. “Co6 4y khong
c6 nha,” cau néi, roi théi tach dd udng ciia minh trwdc khi ung mét ngum to.

kK %k

Khi Serena di thang may 1én nha thi c6 méi phat hién ra nham lan tai hai cia minh. Trong
thang mady c6 mot ba gia mdac mot cai ao khoac 1ong chon, dang dan mat vao muc Phong cach
trén to Times chd nhat. Hom nay la chu nhat. Serena phai dén Brooklyn, dé 1am n6t phin cudi
b6 phim ctia c6 v&i Vanessa va Jenny. Va cd phai c6 mit & dé mot tiéng trudec.

“Cirt that,” Serena lam bam.

Nguwoi dan ba mdc do 16ng chon li€c nhin c6 trwdc khi bwdc ra khoi thang may. Thoi cta ba, cac
co gai tré ¢ bai I6 Nam khong mdc quan jeans xanh hay 4o len noi c6ng cong. Ho tham du' cac
budi da vii, deo gang tay va vong ngoc trai.

Serena ciing c6 thé c6 gang tay ngoc trai. C6 diéu c6 thich quan jeans xanh hon.

“Curt that,” Serena néi lan nita, quang chum chia khéa ctia c6 1én madt ban. Co lao xubéng sanh
vao phong minh. Pen may tra 1ovi nhap nhay. C6 4n nit va nghe 1&i nhan ctia Dan.

“Cut that,” c6 noi lan thir ba. Co6 khong nghi la Dan sé toi. Va c6 cling khong c6 s6 dién thoai di
déng cia Dan hay Jenny, chi c6 sd ctia ho & nha, vi vy c6 khong thé goi lai duorc.

Sdu xa bén trong, c6 biét tai sao minh chac chin quén mat viéc dén Brooklyn. Co khong muon
xem lai bd phim ctia minh, nhat 1a truwéc mat nguoi khac. N6 [3 bd phim dau tién c6 lam, va co
c6 mot chit bat an vé nd, mic du Vanessa dwdng nhw nghi né ding la dang kinh ngac.

N6 khong phai la mot loai phim théng thuong. No giong nhw mot phim noi vé viéc lam ra mot
b6 phim khi ban khong c6 mdot dién vién ndo va khong biét str dung thiét bi ra sao. Glong nhu
mot bo phim tai liéu trong mot phim tai liéu. Serena da rat yéu thich viéc lam phim dé: c6 chi
khong ‘chic rang liéu né co thé tao ra cdm xtic cho nhitng ai khong biét co. Nhung Vanessa da
rat khich 1é Serena lam tiép va ding ky no cho lién hoan phim cubi cap trwong Constance
Billard. Giai nhat Ia mot chuyen di dy Lién hoan phim Cannes vao thang 5, mot giai thwdng do
ngudi cha dién vién noi tiéng ciia Isabel Coates tai tro.

Serena da dén Cannes nhiéu lan, vi vy c6 that sy khong quan tam dén giai thwong. Nhung vi
cling that vui dé chién thang, dac biét vi ca Blair 1an Vanessa déu tham gia va ca hai deu hoc
16p lam phim cudi cap nang cao, trong khi Serena ching c6 kinh nghiém gi vé phim anh ca.

Serena tim danh sach 1ép cua c6 trén ban va quay s6 nha Vanessa. “Chao, Serena day,” c6 néi
ngay khi may tra loi tw dong bat. “Té quén khudy mat 1a bon minh gap nhau hém nay. Minh xin
16i. Minh that 1a mot dira chuyén héng viéc. Thoi thi ding ndo mai hen gip lai & trwong nhé,
duwoc khong? Tam biét.”

Co quay tiép s6 nha Dan.

“Al6?” MOt giong ndi cdc can tra 1o,



“Co phai bac Humphrey khong a?” Serena hoi. Khong nhu Serena va tat cd nhitng nguoi co
biét, Dan khong c6 dwong dién thoai riéng.

“Phai, chau can gi?”
“C6 Dan & nha khong a?” C6 héi. “Chau la ban ctia ban 4y, Serena a.”

“C6 phai c6 gai c6 canh tay bang vang va déi méi nhw qua mam x6i khong? C6 gai cé canh &
ban tay ay?”

“Chau xin 16i a?” Serena giat nay ngwoi ra sau. B6 cia Dan mAt tri sao?

“N6 viét mot bai tho vé chau,” 6ng Humphrey néi. “N6 dé cu6n so ctia n6 trén ban.”

“0i,” Serena néi. “Bac c6 thé bao ban iy la chdu goi dwoc khong a?”

“T4t nhién roi,” dng Humphrey néi. “Bac chic chan no sé rit sung swéng.”

“Chau cam on,” Serena nodi. “Chau chao bac.” C6 gac may va bat dau can mong tay, mot thoi
quen xXau co da b tir nam ngoai khi ¢ ¢ treong noi tra. Chuyén Dan viét tho vé c6 lam cho c6 hoi
hop hon ca chuyén cdu xem phim cua co. Khéng biét cach Dan quan tdm dén c6 c6 hon 1a cd
van twéong khong?

U. Ciu 4y thé thit.
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“Em khong nghi la chi iy sé dén dau,” Jenny ngap. “Chi 4y chac da thirc khuya dém qua chang
han.” Jenny thich nghi Serena nhu mét nit than ctia dém t6i, di choi hang gir uéng sam-banh
va nhay trén ban.

Cho dén gan diy, diéu do la dung.

“Minh van mu6n xem phim cua c6 dy,” Dan néi, gat m¢& téc bom xom ra khéi mat va cudi ranh
manh v&i Vanessa. “Cau c6 nghi ching minh c6 thé vé cho ciu va xem né khong?”

Vanessa nhun vai. “T¢ khong thich thé. T¢ da xem né dén bon tram lan roi.” Sy that 1a cb
khong thé chiu dung canh ngoi va nhin Dan nho nuéc dai quanh Serena nhw mdt con cin con
si tinh. Pidu d6 qua strc chiu dung.

“Em nght anh nén doi dén lic Serena noi dong y,” Jenny bao Dan. “Y em 1a Iam sao anh biét liéu
chi 4y c6 mu6n anh xem n6 hay khong?”

“Co ay sé khong ngai diu,” Dan ndi.

Vanessa ghét cai vé nhe da blrng Ién trong mat Dan. Ciu ta ‘nong long muon xem phim cua
Serena. C6 dwa cho cau chia khéa. “Té sé& loanh quanh & day véi Clark. Cac cau c6 the xem phim
d6 néu mudn. N6 & trong dau dia hinh & phong Ruby 4y. Purng lo, Ruby di ving cudi tuan.”

Jenny lac d4u. “Em khong mudn xem né ma khéng co Serena,” né khing khing bao.

Dan cam liy chia khoa va dwng day. Cau that vong khi Serena khong dén, nhung khong doi nao
cau boé co hoi nay. “Pwoc roi,” cau noi. “Anh s€ xem mdt minh.”



Jenny xoay tlr trai sang phai trén cai ghé cao, nhin anh minh di va réi tu nét Coke.

“Nay, em hoc co Peterson mon lich st M§j nam nay a?” Vanessa hoi Jenny, tht bat dau mot
cudc déi thoai méi. “Moi ngudi ludn lam réi 1én chuyén co ay nghién ma tdy ra sao, nhung bon
Chl tung c6 cudc hoi thao hoc sinh - gido vién mot lan réi, va co ay ké véi chi tat cd moi chuyén
vé bénh rung tay ctia c6. Nghe c6 ay ké hay Iam. C6 4y 1a ngui ratla.”

Jenny van xoay trén ghé. “Bon em khong hoc lich st My cho dén nam sau,” c6 ndi déu déu. Co
khong biét tai sao Vanessa lai tir t& véi co bat ngd thé.

Vanessa trong doi mot sy dap rng nong nhiét hon. “Thé 1a bon em hoc st Chau Au a? Chi xin
161, nhung chi khong thé nhé da hoc gi nam 16p 9,” cd néi.

Vang, Jenny dap lai. “No chan 1dm.” Jenny nhay ra khéi ghé va lan mo cai khuy 4o bo Diesel.
“Em nghi em phai goi taxi vé nha. Gap chi sau.

“Tam biét,” Vanessa dap. Gang than thién dén thé 1a qua nhiéu roi. C6 wdc cd co thé da phang
Dan va c6 em gai tron nhu hat mit kho chiu cta cau ta hoan toan ra khoi doi c6. Tim cach quén
chuyén dé di, c6 ngdm mong Clark khi anh ctii xudng chat nhitng chai bia thém vao td lanh.
“Nay anh ban trai o1,” co la Ién vé&i anh. “Em ¢6 don qua.”

Clark nhin qua vai va gtri c6 cai hon gié.

On Chua vi cé Clark, Vanessa nghi. Gia ma anh ta la...

Gia ma anh ta la Dan.



J choi bong véi nhirng cau trai lon

“Anh c6 thé cho em xudng diy,” Jenny yéu cau.

Tai xé taxi di theo dwong FDR vao trung tam phia sau cau Williamsburg va cb gang vwot qua
man Tay trén duong s6 79, nhung giao thong qua kinh khung va ho van dung lai ¢ mot dén do
dén muwoi phit. Jenny nhin vao dong ho do cua xe va thay gia crtang lén trong khi ho van dirng
yén. Co thé mua ba thoi son bong M*A*C bang voi cai gia ma cudc taxi nay lay cua no. Cuoi
cung né khong thé chiu dwng thém dwoc nira. That 1a mot ngay thu dep: n6 co thé di bo.

N6 tra tién tai xé va bud¢c trén via he trén dudng sé 79 va Madison roi hwéng vé phia Tay dén
Cong vién Trung tadm. Mat troi buodi trwa thang 11 chi thim thip trén bau troi va Jenny phai
nheo mat khi no bang qua bai 16 Nam va hudng ra cong vién. La mua thu rung vueong trén 161
di, khong khi c6 mui cui chdy va xtc xich nwéng tir quay ban rong trén pho. Jenny da chan trén
du'o'ng vGi hai tay dat sdu trong tui do khoac, nhin xudéng doi giay Puma xanh nhat cia minh va
suy nght vé anh trai. Anh 3 ay co tu biét 1a minh ngo ngo thé khong? Duong nhu anh 3 dy hoan
toan quén mat minh 13 ai va ctt hé ra phidt nao 1a ton sung Serena phut ay. Jenny ciing biét mot
su thwe 1a Dan da viét nhirng bai tho rau ri, tam tdi vé Serena, nd da tirng bat gap anh minh viét
ching.

Khi téi cao rdu lam xwéc da mdt, toi nghivé rdng em trong moi téi, va vét thwong héa khodi lac.

b6 la dong tho ma né tim cach doc dwgce trwde khi Dan gidt 1y cudn s6. Tho gi ma théng thiét
vo 10i.

biéu co ich cua viéc Dan cdp ke v6i Serena la bdy gio Jenny co6 the di b voi Serena trong
trwong va chuyén tro voi co, du Serena la mau nir sinh cudi cdp noi bat nhat & New York va
Jenny chi la mot c6 bé lop 9 tam thuwong. Nhung néu Serena phat hién ra Dan dang si tinh minh
tham hai ra sao, chi a ay sé s¢ chay mdt dép. Néu ma Serena phét s¢ Dan dén mirc chi 4y khong
muon noi chuyen v&i ¢ Jenny nita thi sao? Dan dang pha hdng moi tht.

Jenny ré vao cong vién, khong dé y minh dang di huwéng nao. N6 dén khu vuc Bii Clru va buérc
vao bai cé.

Cach d6 tram mét c6 mot nhom con trai dang choi bong da. Jenny khong thé roi mat khai ho -
mot trong s6 d6 thi ding hon. Mai toc ciia cau ta 4nh 1én mau vang mat ong sam trong nang
khi cau ré bong khéo léo qua dam ban va sit vao khung thanh dwoc lJam bang déng 4o lan voi
bald. Da clia cAu ram ndng va nhitng mui co trén canh tay tran ctia ciu lam Jenny nhitng muén
om lay.

Bong nhién qua bong bay vot Ién khong trung. Roi xudng dat va 1an dén chan Jenny.

N6 nhin cham cham vao qua bong, mit néng birng.

“Pba di!” Mot cau trai la 1én. Jenny ngang Ién. b6 1a mot chang téc vang, dirng cach no c6 chung
chuc mét, tay dit trén hong, d61 mat xanh 1a cay chcrp chép. Ma ciu ta irng hong va tran 1am
tam mo hoi. Jenny mudn ném ching. Né chwra bao gio nhin thdy mot chang trai dep thé hoic
c6 cam giac nhw khi n6 nhin cau ta.

Roi mat di cho khéc, no tap trung vao qua bong, cin moi tap trung khi co chan lai. R6i n6 da
qua bong manh nhat cé thé.



Thay vi bay tré lai vé phia bai co6 noi cac cau trai dang choi, thi qua béng bong nguoc lén troi
ngay trén diu né. Jenny vo vo tay vao miéng trong sw xau ho phat ra thanh tiéng,

“Duoc roi!” Cau toéc vang la 1én, lao vé phia né. Qua bong roi xudng va cau danh dau vé phia
dam ban, nhitng co bap trén cd cau ndi lén day hap din. Cau dirng lai va quay sang Jenny.

“Cam on em,” cau ta ndi, thé hén hén. Cau dirng gan dén ndi Jenny c6 thé ngri thly mui nguoi
cau. Cau chia tay ra. “Anh la Nate.”

Jenny nhin cham cham vao tay cau ta chirng mot giay, roi duwa tay ra bat lay ‘Em la Jennifer,”
cd ndi. Jennifer nghe cé vé 16n hon va tinh t& hon Jenny. Tir gi¢r tré di, né tu hita, minh sé 1a
Jennifer.

“Cé mudn di choi v6i bon nay mot ti khong?” Nate hoi khi ho bat tay. Jennifer c6 mot khuon
mit that ngot ngdo, va c6 dy da cd ging da qua bdng, qua 1a cau khong thé cudng lai duworc.
“U..,” Jenny noi, can nhac. Khi n6 ndi, Nate c6 dé y nguc no. Troi a, sao ma to thé. Cau khong
the déné thoat, khong cho Jeremy va nhu'ng thang khac c6 co hoi kham pha né.

Con trai: ho déu giong nhau ca.
“Di ndo,” cdu noi. “Bon anh toan nguwdi ti té€ cad ma. Hira day.”

Jenny | li€c nhin ba ciu khac de chac rang Chuck Bass khong co trong s6 do. Jenny tung say ruou
khi u6ng mot it sim-banh & mot bira tiéc vui choi vai tudn trwdc va dd dé mot cau trai tén
Chuck Bass dan vao phong cta phu nit. Moi thir ciu ta lam méi chila hdn nd, mac du cau co thé
lam nhiéu hon neu nhu Serena va Dan khong dén dé giai ctru. Chuck tham chi ¢on khong budn
hoi tén Jenny la gi. Thit la mot ké khon nan.

Nhung Chuck Bass khong c6 day.

Jenny nhun vai. “OK,” n6 néi. N6 khéng thé tin noi chuyén dang xay ra. N6 da nghe noi vé mot
anh chang Nate trong cac bita lién hoan va buén chuyén & truong, va né chac - day chinh la Nate
do6. Anh ta dung la cau trai dep nhat man Upper East Side, va anh moi ru n6 di choi cung! Ci
nhw la n6é bwdc vao phia khac clia tl quan ao va mot thé gidi than tién c6 that hién ra, bé lai
ong anh ng& ngin, si tinh cing tho than dit deo ra xa, rit xa dang sau.

Nate dan Jenny lai ché ddm ban, ca bon da ngirng choi va ngoi trén cd, uéng nwdc Gatorade
chai xanh.

“Cac cau, day la Jennifer,” Nate no6i, mot nu cwoi hanh phic néd trén mat. “Jennifer, day la
Jeremy, Charlie va Anthony.”

Jenny mim cudi voi cac cdu trai va ho cuoi lai, mait nhin vao nguc né. “Chao em, Jennifer,”
Jeremy Scott Tomkinson noi vé tan thudng. Cau ta nhé nhan va manh khanh, chiéc quan kaki
dinh nhiing 1a c6. Cau c6 mai toc kha ddc biét v6i toc mai dai va mai day, giéng nhw ca si nhac
rock cua Anh.

“Lai ddy. Nhap hoi voi bon anh,” Anthony Avuldsen noi voi cai giong khan khan. Téc cau mau
vang sang va mii lam tim nhitng not tan nhang kha dang yéu. Tay ciu ta co bdp con to hon cta
Nate, nhung Jenny thich nhw cia Nate hon.
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“Bon anh dang hut thudc ti,” Charlie Dern néi, khua khua cai tiu nhé. Pau ciu la mét khoi bu xu



toc nau va cdu co chiéu cao 4n twong. Ciu ng01 bat chéo chan, diu gdi ciu thuc sw dai dén tai.
Trén 1ong ciu dé mot tui nilong nhé dung day can sa.

“Em khong ngai chi, Jennifer?” Nate hoi.

Jenny nhin vai, c6 gang té vé thd o, mdc du né hoi hdi hdp. N6 chwa tirng hit can sa bao gio.
“Di nhién, khong sao ma,” n6 noi.

N6 va Nate ngbi xudng cé cung cac cau trai. Charlie chdm tau, rit hoi sau réi chuyén cho Nate.

Jenny nghién ctru cach Nate cam tau. N6 mudén th& nhung né khéng muén ho biét day la lan
diu tién cda no.

Madt Nate day khéi khi ciu chuyén tiu cho Jenny. N6 khum tay cam trong tay trai va dua lén
moi, y nhw cu da lam. Nate cham ltra cho né, bat may Ira vai lan cho dén khi thudc bén Iira.
R6i n6 rit. N6 c6 thé cam thay khoi xdc vao day phdi, nhung n6 khong biét nén lam gi tiép.

Jenny gang strc kim giit kh6i khong nha ra. N6 chuyén tiu cho Anthony.

“Rit kha 1dm,” Charlie gat gu day vé cong nhan vdi no.

Mat Jenny chay nwéc ra. “Cay ghé,” né noi, d€ cho mot 1an khoi nho bay ra tir khde miéng.
“Chua o1, cai thir ndy manh that,” Nate noi, lac 1ac mai téc vang ctia minh.

“U,” Jenny néi vé dong ¥, rit cuc ciing nha ra chd khéi con lai. N6 cam thay cwc ky dé chiu.

Cai tau tré lai lwot ctia nd, va lan nay con bé tir cham ldy, nhai theo cach céc cau trai lam, c6
gang chora dang thoai mai nhat. Mot lan nita, n6 ngam dwoc khéi lau nhat c6 thé ma khong ho.
Hai mat n6 tron 1én nhu thé chiing sip né tung.

“Hut thir nay lam em nhé dén céi gl d6,” n6 néi trong lic chuyén tau cho Anthony lan nita. “Em
khong nhé ndi, nhung roé rang la co.

“U,” Jeremy dong y.
“Né6 lam t& nhé vé dip hé,” Anthony néi.

“Khong, khong phai dip ay, ' Jenny noi, nham mat lai. B6 n6 tirng dwa n6 dén mot trai sang tac
nghé thuat cua dan hippie ¢ ving nui Adirondack hoi hé. N6 da viét nhiing bai tho haiku vé
moi truong, hat nhitng bai hat hoa binh bang tleng Tay Ban Nha va tleng Hoa, va dét chdn cho
nguoi vo gia cu. Ca khu do toan mui nuwdc tiéu va bo lac ‘Mua he ctia em that toi té. Thir ma
em nghi la tot dep kia, 1a dip Halloween h6i em con bé co.”

I

“Chinh xac,” Nate hwong tng. Cau nam ra co va nhin nhing chiéc 14 thu mau cam rung rinh
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trén ngon cay. “Chinh xac la giong nhw Halloween,” ciu nai.

Jenny nam xuong canh cau. Binh thuong né chuwa bao gio lam mot diéu nhu thé, vi khi nam
xudng, nguwc no tran sang ca hai bén swon va lam cang ao 1én trong rat kho coi. Nhung ldc nay
nd chang nghi ngoi gi vé nguc minh ca. That la tuyét khi dwgc nam do bén canh Nate, tho cung
bau khéng khi ma anh iy dang thé.

“H6i em con bé, em hay nham mat lai va nghi khong ai c6 thé nhin thdy em néu em khong thé
nhin thiy ho,” né noéi, dwa tay 1én mat.



“Anh ciing vay,” Nate noi, nham mat lai. CAu cdm thdy hoan toan thw thai, glong nhu moét con
ché duoi cang trudc 10 swoi sau mot cudc chay dai. C6 nang Jennifer nay qua w xinh Xan va
hoan toan khong cé tham vong gi; diéu nay that tuyét khi choi véi cd bé.

Gia nhuw Blair biét that1a dé dé€ lam cau hanh phc.

“Khi anh con be, moi thi déu vo cung don gian nhu vay, anh thay thé khon ?” Jenny hoi. Luai
ciia né nhw thé mat hut trong mleng, va n6 khong thé ngirng néi duoc. ‘ R01 anh lon 1én, cang
nhiéu thir phirc tap hon xay ra.

“Cong nhdn,” Nate noi. Glong nhw viéc vao dai hoc vay. Ty dung bon minh phai 1én ké hoach
s& phai lam gi cho ca quang doi con lai va c6 gang gay 4n twong cho moi nguoi la bon minh
thong minh vé1i lai phirc tap ra sao. Anh muon héi la liéu b6 me bon minh cé lam viéc tam gior
mdi ngdy, choi bong cho cac ddi tuyen stra bai tap véi lai phu dao cho tré em c6 hoan canh khé
khin hay ba tht ling nhang hang ngay khong? Khéng hé.”

“Dién nhi,” Jenny dong y. N6 chang c6 ti cam giac gi veé ap lyc phai vao dai hoc, nhung no cling
nhan manh htia theo. “Em thdy tat ca nhitng gi b6 em lam cd ngay la doc 'sach va nghe dai. Sao
ching minh phai lam nhiéu thir dén thé&?”

“Anh cling chiu.” Nate th& dai mét moi. Cau ndm ldy tay Jenny va dan ngén tay minh vao ban
tay con bé.

Jenny cam thay nhuw thé minh tan vao c6 dwogc. Phia nguoi no sat canh Nate dm roi noéng ran
rat 1én. N6 cam thay nhw thé bi nung chay. N6 chwa bao gior cdm thdy tuyét diéu dén thé trong
doi.

“Nay, em c6 muon qua nha anh kiém gi an khéng?” Nate hoi, co dau ngdn tay cai vao cac khop
ngon cua Jenny.

Jenny git dau. N6 biét minh chang can phai néi gi hét. Nate c6 thé hiéu y no.

N6 khong thé tin n6i cudc doi lai c6 thé doi thay nhanh dén vay. Lam sao né biét dwoc khi thikc
day vao sang hom nay thi lai 1 cai ngay né bat dau yéu?



D bi am anh

Dan cam thay hoi toi 16i lac dau khi xem phim cda Serena mot minh trong can h cua Vanessa
va Ruby. Nhung ngay khi cau 1dy mot chai Coke trong cai tii lanh cii mau nau ra, yén vi trén dau
cai giwong chwa duoc don ctia Ruby, va 4n nit “play,” cau quén ngay cam giac 141 can.

May quay cdn canh d6i moi do bong cua Serena. “Chao mung dén thé gidi cua toi,” c6 no ny
cudi. Roi doi moi bat dau bwéc di. D nhién day 1a Serena  dang bu'0'c di. May quay d& & ché do
quay can doi moi cb trong khi hdu canh thay ddi. “Toi sé goi taxi,” Serena noi. “T6i di nhiéu
taxi qua. Tén ghé.”

Mot cai taxi dung lai sau c6 va d6i moi chui vao bang ghe sau. “Ching toi dang di vao trung
tam. Den Jeffrey. P6 1a mot ctra hang 1én. T6i khong biét toi sé tim gi, nhung téi chac minh sé
tim ra.”

May quay chi chiéu déi moi c6, gio né im lidng trong sudt cudc xe. Nhac néi 1én. Nhiing gia
diéu thoi nhitng nam 60 va nhac Phap. Serge Gainsbourg, chic vay. Thoang vai hinh anh du'crng
phd New York Iuét qua 6 ctra kinh xe taxi.

Dan tu chai Coke. That la mét sw khiéu khich khi chi nhin thdy d6i m6i Serena. Cau cdm thay
nhw thé minh bi cuén di.

“Ching ta dén roi, ' d6i moi Serena cu01 _cung ciing 1én tleng May quay di theo d6i moi ra Khoi
taxi va di qua canh c1ra kinh 16n ctia ctra hiéu son trang rong thénh thang. “Xem tit ca dam
quin 4o long lanh nay,” d6i moi map may. Chiing khé hé m& khi Serena wém 1én ngwoi do
trong hiéu. “T6i dang lén tién day.”

Dan thoc tay vao tui 1ay ra mot di€u thudc, hai ban tay run mot cach vo thirc. Cau hit mot diéu
va roi diéu khac khi may quay suc sao khap ctra hiéu theo doi moi Serena, chung dimng lai
trude tién dé hon 1én mot cai tui xach ‘mau nau co hinh mot con cho6 ¢ trén va roi lia sang mot
doi gang tay long tho. Cubi ciing moi c6 phat hién ra mot bo vay ma ching nhw khong kiém ché
noi.

“Mau dé dep dd man,” moi c6 ndi day kinh hai. “Dao nay t6i két mau dé qua. Puoec, toi sé thir.”
Dan cham diéu thit ba.

May quay di theo m01 Serena vao trong phong thay do. Chung liu lo trong khi Serena coi quan

“0y day lanh qua,” c6 noi. “"Hi vong bo nay khong qua nho. Téi ghét cai gi qua nho.” Toc, bo
Va1 tran, cd, tai ctia c6 déu cé thé nhin thdy qua gwong trong tich tic, nhwng khong dwoc lam
ro. Xem k1eu nay that tréu nguoi.

Varoi...
“Xem nay!” d6i moi néi. May quay lui ra chim chim, hién 1én toan bé ngudi Serena, diy khde
manh va manh dé trong bo vay do. boi chan cb dé tran cho thay nhitng moéng chan son do.

“Ngac nhién chwa?” c6 noi, vo vo tay va xoay qua xoay lai, cai vay tung lén quanh dau goi. Bai
hat Phap noi 1én lan nira, va r6i man hinh toéi dan.

Dan lan ra givong. Cau cam thay phé. Hon bat ct thit gi, ciu chi mu6n dwoc & bén canh Serena
ltic nay. P61 moi dy! Cau mudn hon di hon lai 1én do.



Cau rat dién thoai ra khéi tdi 4o khodc va bAm nit tim sé cda c6, ro6i bAm goi.
“Al6?” Serena tra loi ngay sau hoi chuéng dau tién.
“Dan diy,” ciu néi, giong khan dic. Cau thé hon hén.

“Oi chao. Té vd cung, vo cung xin 16i vi quén mat phai di gdp cac ciu. Vanessa c6 dién tiét 1én
hay cau gi khong?”

Dan nham mat lai. “Té vira xem phim cta ciu diy,” cau ndi. CAu cAm diéu khién lén va bAm nut
tua lai.

Serena sitng lai. Ngwong qua. “Oi,” ¢6 néi. “Ciu thiy sao?”

Dan hit hoi that sau. “Té nghi,” Cau cé thé ndi duoc khong nhi? Cau cé thé khong? Chi la ba tir
thoi. Cau c6 thé néi ching ngay bay gi¢r va thé 1a dirt diém van deé. Cau c6 thé.

Nhwng cau khong lam dworc.

“Té yéu...nd,” cAu ndi lap vao cai tir sau cung.
“Thata?”

utr »

“Thé em cau nghi sao? N6 m¢i xem mot vai doan. C6 ca dong bang quay, nhuwng Vanessa va t&
cudi cuing ndi lai thanh chi toan vé méi mép théi.”

“Jenny khong mudén xem néu khong c6 cau,” Dan ndi. “Chi c6 té day thoi. Vanessa dua té chia
khoéa.” Cau cam thay ky quic khi thd nhan digu d6, nhung ciu khong mudn néi doi.

“0,” Serena noi, nho nhiing gi b6 Dan noi vé viéc ciu viét tho vé co. Vdy ma bay gio cau dang
xem phim cta c6 mot minh trong nha cua Vanessa? Serena khong mudn cé cdm giac vé van vé
chuyén day, nhung khé ma 1am ngo duorc.

“Té dén dién 1én vé ky cubi tudn téi,” Dan ngdi day. “Ay c6 nghi té nén thir tham dw mét cudc
phéng...”
“Hay lam,” Serena cat 1o cau. “Té sé gap ciu vao thir sdu nhé? Nha ga Trung tim, ba gi¢.”
“Pwoc,” Dan ndi. Chuyén gi vy nhi? Phai ho da néi chuyén xong roéi khong?

“Chao nhé,” Serena ndéi roéi gac may. Co khong mudn nin nd bén dién thoai, nh& diu Dan lai néi
vai thw ghe gom khién c6 khong chiu n6i. Moi chuyén da that sy qua stc ghe gdm hon co6 cho

don.

“Chao,” Dan néi. Ciu nhan nut chay trén diéu khién Ian nita, 6¢ cAu vin mong lung vé nhiing gi
bd phlm dwa ra. Khong ton hai gi dé xem lai Ian nita, c6 thé thé khong nhi?

Hirm... Ai d6 nglri thay mui &m anh khong nhi? Va ching minh khéng hé néi chuyén nwéc hoa
dau nhé.



Cheéo thuyén ém a

“Em chua bao gio vao trong mot ngoi nha thé nay, " Jenny ndi, dirng trén thém nha Nate. Ngoi
nha c6 ba tang, voi cac khung ctra s0 son xanh 14 cay phu day hoa phong lit thao va thuong
xuan ru tir mai xuong Clra ra vao c6 mot hé thong bao dong va khoa phirc tap, mét camera
theo doi quan sat ca trwéc va sau nha.

Nate bAm ma so vao hé thong bao dong. Cau nhdn vai. “N6 ciing nhw 1a song trong mot can ho
théi,” cau néi. “Ngoai trir viéc cé nhiéu tang.”

“Vang,” Jenny noi. “Em ciing dodn viy.” N6 khéng mudén té ra minh thuwc sy choang vang thé
nao.

Nate din né vao trong. San tién sanh lat toan da do. Mot con sw tir da 16n ding ¢ goc phong. Ai
dé dat mot cai ma 1ong 1én dau noé. bi xuong vai bac cap la phong sinh hoat chung. Birc tuon
ndo ciing treo vai btrc tranh son dau nguyén ban ctia cac hoa si néi tiéng. Jenny tham chi c6 thé
nhan ra vai cai. Ciia Renoir, Sargent, Picasso.

“B6 me anh mé hoi hoa,” Nate noéi khi dé y thay Jenny nhin cham chu. Réi cau nhan ra thi gi do.
Mot cai goi boc gidy dat trén ban. Mot tdm thiép ghi tén ciu trén dé. Nate lai gan va mé phong
bi ra.

Dong chir BLAIR CORNELIA WALDORF duworc in trén mdt tAm thiép bang gidy viét thu Tiffany
c6 dién. Bén trong dé:Tdng Nate. Cdu biét la té yéu cdu. Blair.

“Gi thé a?” Jenny hoi. “Sinh nhit anh a?”

“Khoéng,” Nate dap. Cau nhét tam thiép vao lai phong bi, nhic cai hop lén va gidu né vao trong
td 40. Cau tham chi cha ban tdm xem cai gi bén trong. Chéc lai la mot cai 4o len hay nwdrc hoa gi
ddy. Blair ludn ting qua cau ma cha vi Iy do gi, trir viéc gay chti y. LAm ldc ¢ nang that 1a pho.

“Thé em muln an gi nao7 ciu hoi Jenny, dan n6 xudng bép. “Dau bép nha anh lam banh ngon
13m. Anh chdc con mét it.”

“Dau bé&p?” Jenny Lip lai, di theo cau. “A, phai, di nhién anh c6 mot dau bép.”

Nate dat mot hop banh quy 1én mat cai ban bep bang da rong ménh mong va mé né ra. Cau lay
ra mot cai banh ‘quy vong va cho tot vao miéng. “Me anh khéng phai la dau bep gidi nhat thé
giéi dau,” cau noéi. Y nghi veé viéc me cau c6 thé nwdng dwgc mot cai banh mi tham chi ding la
chuyén dua. Ba I mot c6 cong chta Phap chi séng bing thirc An nha hang hay c4c bita tiéc linh
dinh. Ba cha bao gio bén mang vao bép ca.

“Thir mot miéng di,” Nate bao Jenny. Cau dwa né mot cai banh.

“Em cdm on.” Jenny cam cai bAnh mdc du né qua himg khéi dé c6 thé an dwoc. Dwong nhw cai
banh sap tan ra dén noi trong ban tay dinh dp cda no.

“Lén gac di,” Nate néi. “L6i nay nhanh nhat.”
Jenny nudt nwéc bot. N6 chwa bao gior ® mét minh véi mot cau trai trong nha cau ta, no ciling

thay hoi so so. thng né mudn tin Nate. Cau khong hé giéng nhw ga Chuck Bass ghe ron da
tirng 1am né bé bang & bita tiéc hdi nao. Chuck duwong nhw nguy hiém va kich dong lic dau,



nhung ga ta chua hé hdi Jenny xem tén con bé la gi. Nate thi qua la lich sy. Cau duong nhu
quan tAm thuc sy dén viéc biét vé né. Jenny cling that sw mudn coi mé véi ciu.

Nate dan Jenny ra mot clra ngach va buéc 1én mot cau thang hep. N6 di doc Jane Austen va
Henry James du nhiéu dé biét do 1a thang clia nguoi phuc vu. Trén tang ba, Nate m& mot canh
clra ra va dan vao mot hang lang lop bén trén bdang mai kinh. Ho di ngang qua mot birc tranh
son dau v& mot cau bé mic bd linh thdy va tay cam chiéc thuyén gb. P6 1a Nate, Jenny nhan ra

ngay.
Nate m@ canh ctra khac. “Pay la phong anh.”

Jenny theo cdu vao trong. Voi cai giwong cham tro ki€u co va cai ban toi tin cuc ky hién dai bat
mit, c6 mot chiéc laptop mong tang bén trén, can phong cua cau trong kha 1a tiéu chudn. Cai
givong dwoc pht bang mot cai chan 16ng bao vai flannel ké 6 vudng mau xanh 1a cay va den.
Vai cai dia DVD vwong vai trén san, mdy cai ta doi ddt chong tam trong gdc, giay tho ra khoi tq,
va miy tdm poster ban nhac Beatles cii treo trén twong.

“Dep that,” Jenny noi, ngoi xuong day hoi hop bén mep giwong. N6 nhan thiy c6 cdi mo hinh
mot chiéc thuyén budm dat trén ban canh dau giwong. “Anh lai thuyén a?”

“U,” Nate noéi, cam cai thuyen mo hinh Ién. “Anh va b6 déng thuyén. Trén bang Maine dy.” Cau
dua cai mo hinh cho Jenny. “Day la mot cai anh voi bd anh dang dong. N6 la mot thuyen di
bién, nén né niang hon thuyén dua. Nha anh sé lai n6 dén Caribbean truéc. Roi sau dé cé thé
dén Chau Au.”

“Thé co a?” Jenny xem xét cai m6 hinh. N6 khong the hinh dung ra viéc chéo thuyén qua Dai
Tay Dwong trén mot thir nhé va méng manh thé nay. “Né cé toilet chira?”

Nate mim cuoi. “U. bay.” Cau chi ngén tay vao khoang tau. C6 mot cai ctra hinh bau duc bé xiu
in chit WC trén dé. “Thiy chwa?”

Jenny gat g vé phan khich. “Em rat la mudn biét chéo thuyén ra sao,” né néi.
Nate ngoi xuéng bén canh né. “Em c6 thé 1én Maine va anh sé day em,” ciu néi khé.

Jenny quay lai phla ciu, d6i mat nau to clia né gip ddi mat xanh ngoc luc bao cua cau. “Em mai
mudi bén tudi,” nd noi.

Nate duwa tay lua Vao mai toc nau Xoan cua con bé, vuot that nhe nhang. Roi ciu ha tay xudng.
“Anh biét,” cdu noi. “Khoéng sao.”
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Khuyen cao: Tat ca nhirng tén thit vé noi chon, con ngwoi va sw kién déu dwoc thay doi hoac
viét tit dé bao dam khach quan. Cu thé 13 tén to.



Xin chao cac cau!

Moi nguoi dang lam chuyén dé

T& van con thay sai trai vi da lay mot thanh s6-c6-1a Kit Kat o quay trong goc phia sau h01 16p
5.T¢ lam vay vi lleu nhung té van gdp ac mong day dit ban than vé chuyén do. Cac cau co bao
gio thay té lay vi & h1eu Prada hay db 16t & hiéu Armani dau. Nhung ma nhiéu c6 gai khong thé
kiém ché duorc.

D1en vién Winona Ryder bi bat qua tang khi 14y trom it quan ao le trong cua hiéu ¢ L.A. Co ay
qua quyét la minh dang nghién ctru vai dién dang déng. Vang, dwoc thoi. Va gio 1a B. C6 nang
tham chi da khéo 1éo dé khong bi bat.

Di nhién viéc ho dn cip hoan toan dang phé phan. Sé rit khong hay ho cho ho khi dn cap nhiing
thir tep nhep nhw bang dinh ¢ hiéu Ace Hardware hay giay vé sinh ¢ ctra hang CVS. Nhung mot
cai quan pajama vai cashmere thi sao? Qua la c6 dang cap cao do. Ciing qua la tam than cao dd.
Thit tiép theo ban hdy nhé cho, B sé& dn cdp xe hoi Jaguars va Mercedes-Benzes!

Nhitng canh trong thay

B mang goi qua dén nha N. N khong €6 nha, nén c6 dua no6 cho nguoi hau. D roi cinhd caa Vo
Brooklyn va di b sudt con duong vé nha tan man Upper West Side. D6 1a mot cubc di bo that
dai. Hin cau 4y can duoc hit khi lanh chang S dang gdm mong tay va doc Kin Cira trong hiéu
sach The Corner Bookstore & goc du'crng s6 93 va Madison. C0 1€ c6 dang c§ dé hiéu D hon chut
nao day. Nho J roi nha N véi mot nu cudi ngay ngit dong trén moi. Tinh yéu la mot thir thit
huy hoang. Can than nhé, J - cai ngi Waspoid khong phai la dong ddi dang tin nhat dé dem long
yéu dau.

Cho nhitng ai khong biét nay... Waspoid: danh tir. Mot bién thé  sang trong cua tir wasteoid, tirc
cau am nghién hut. Thuong mac ao len cashmere. Thich hit can sa - hoi bi nhiéu. Khéng thich
rang budc. Nhung biét dau c6 thé N sé lam ching ta ngac nhién.

E-Mail cua ban

E GNC than mén,

Ban nghi sao vé nhitng ciu trai Ion hen ho cac c¢6 bé con?
- Sneaky

D Sneaky than mén,

Dleu do hoan toan phu thudc vao sy khac biét tuodi tac va hoan canh. Vi du, neu ban la mot sinh
vién nam cudi dai hoc hen ho véi mot hoc sinh nam thit hai trung hoc thi t6i co thé néi ban hoi
c6 chit van dé kiéu cap Woody Allen - Soon Yi Previn[10] day Né&u ban 1a mot hoc sinh ndm
cuoi trung hoc cap b6 véi mot tin sinh vién thi cha sao. Mot hoc sinh nam cuoi trung hoc ma
choi voi mot ngwoi mai vao trung hoc la dang khich Ié. biéu dé dwong nhu dién ra tot ho'n khi
cd gai 1a nguoi nhé tudi hon, chi yéu vi con gai chlng té& trwdng thanh sém hon - vé moi
phwong dién.



- GNC

BB GNC o,

T& chic nhu dinh dong cot la nhin thay B an trom mot lo dau go0i Aveda ¢ hiéu Zitomer. T¢
nght khong phai 1a c6 ay khong c6 dong tién nao. Néu cd 4y c6 ngwdi ban thue sw ndo, ho hdn
phai gitip do co ay.

- Gai diép vién

B Gai digp vien a,

Cam on ban vé goi y. Sw that 1, té chang nghidn cap & clra hang la vin dé 16n nhit cta B ngay
lic nay dau. Ban da bao gior thay cai nguoi sap tré thanh bo dwong co ay chwa?

- GNC

Giai thwdng lién hoan phim trworng constance billard

V, B, va S déu tham dy. V tham du voi tac pham nho lam theo tleu thuyet Chzen tranh va Hoa
binh; B dong lai muoi phit dau tién cua Bira sdng ¢ Tiffany’s; con S voi.. moi cua cd. Su canh
tranh that cang thang. Ca V va B déu nghi ho s& gianh dwoc giai. S thi chang nghi cd c6 co hdi.
Té& dang ca do day!

Cac ciu biét cic cau yéu t& mal!

GNC



B va V nong long tot nghiép

“NO sé dwoc to chirc & dau nhi?”

“Con nho6 d6 moi bao nhiéu khach thé?”
“Nhiéu phu dau khéng?”

“Cau dinh mac gi?”

“Cha biét banh cwdi c6 may tang nhi?”
“B6 né c6 dwoc moi khéng?”

Blair nin tho. Gio dang la bira trua va n6 dang x€p hang cung Kati va Isabel trong cdn-tin
truong. Blair chang thdy doi chit ndo. Kati vira bat dau cong cudc diéu tra phién nhiéu bang
cach vong vo vé chuyén c6 nang thdy mot bo vay cudi thiat doc trén mot to Vogue thoi nhirng
nam 60 trong hiéu sach cti. B vay dinh toan nhitng bong ctc pha 1é nhd, diém nhung trang, va
mot cai no cling nhung trang & lung. Roi Isabel hoi Blair liéu me né c6 dinh mac mét b vay
cwdi mau trang ki€u truyén thong _hay thtr gi khac la khong Gior thi Blair bi nhu'ng cO gai
Constance hao hirc vay quanh voi cdp mat hau hdu cia ngay dau tuin. Ai cling day ap cau hoi
vé dam cwdi cia me né. Thém phan kinh hai cho nd, dam ban cung 16p 5 cudi khong chi la
nhitng thanh phan duy nhit nghi ho c6 quyén duoc biét tuong tan ve cai dam cudi chan ngat.
Becky Dormand va cai nhom 16p dudi chi choe theo dudi ctia c6 ta thuwe sw x6 vao tum 4o Blair,
ngdu nghién tirng mau tin nhé nao thi vi vé dam cwéi. Tham chi vai dira lcrp 9 béo i cling dang
thi thao bén canh, déng tai 1én dé nghe 16m dwoc cai gi mang vé khoac lac véi ban be.

“That ra thi no khong phai 12 chuyén gi to tat,” Blair dap vé mat kién nhan. “Ba 4y da tirng cwdi
roi, cic cu bi€t ma.”

“Thé nhitng ai la phu ddu?” Becky Dormand héi.

“T&, Kati, Isabel...” Blair trwot cai khay trén mat quiy can-tin va cAm c6c sita chua ca phé 1én.
“Serena va cac di t& nira,” n6 thém vao gon Ion.

Nhiing cai banh nwéng phu keo mém dat trén dia trang trong day hap dan trén gia ngang tAm
mait. N6 nhén 14y mot cai, xem xét cé chd nao khiém khuyét khong roi dit vao khay minh. Cho
du né thuc sw quyét dinh dn, sau ddy né ciing sé& non ra.

Thé ciling khong phai la nhiéu, nhwng it nhat n6 ciing lam chi dwoc ngdn dy thir trong doi no.
“Serena?” Becky lap lai, li€c nhin nhém minh dang sé¢ vi ngac nhién. “Thé 4?”

“U,” Blair ngap. “That.”

Néu nhw ' khong phai sy that rang no la thu linh cda ban doi song truong Constance, trudng cau
lac bo tiéng Phap, ‘hay chti toa cia moi hoi doan hoat dong xa hoi thiéu nién quan trong trong
thanh phé, Blair sé bao Becky cAm miéng lai. Nhung Blair [a mot hinh mau: né cé tiéng tim dé
gilr gin.

N6 xép may cai 14 rau chan vit Ién dia va do6 1én mot it pho-mat xanh. R6i no cam khay 1én,
hwéng vé can-tin. Cac lép 1 dén 16p 8 da an hét ca réi, nén gidr cdn phong toan cac cd gai 16p



16n mac dong phuc ngoéi buén chuyén vé ngwdi khac va 1ay thirc dn cho minh.

“Té nghe noi Blair phai di hut mé trwdc ddm cwéi chi vi mudn trong that ngon lanh khi 1én to
Vogue,” mot c6 gai nam dwéi mach léo véi dam ban.

“T& nghi co ay da lam ro6i,” mot c6 gai khac chAm choc. “Khéng thi tai sao c6 ta luén mac do
den? Ching phai dé che seo di d6 sao?”

“T¢ nghe noi Nate d01 Itra c6 4y, nhung Blair sé khong chia tay cau trwoc khi ho chup chung
anh trong ddm cwéi,” Becky Dormand nhap hoi. “Tam thwong nhi?”

Serena van der Woodsen dang ng01 mdt minh doc sach & ban cho Blair hay ngdi. Serena dé toc
bui, mac mot 4o len cd chit V mau den ma khong c6 somi bén trong. Chan bat chéo, trong co
that phong cach véi vay ngan dong phuc len mau hat dé. Co trong giong mot ngudi mau ciia do
Burberry hay Miu Miu.

Thuc su, ¢d trong dep hon mot ngwdi mau vi cé khdng ¢d'toé ra dé nhin: ¢d da dep san roi.

Blair quay di va tién vé mot cai ban canh ctra s6. Chi vi me né da moi Serena lam phu dau
khong c6 nghia la né phai néi chuyén véi cb a.

Khi con nho, Blair va Serena tirng | tam chung voi nhau. Ting ngu cung nhau cu01 tuan, tip hon
vao g6i, goi dlen tréu thay giao mon Sinh hoc 16p 7 va thirc cd dém ruc rich véi nhau. Serena da
& bén canh Blair khi né cé kinh Ian dau tién cudi nam L 1op 8 va so khlep via vé bang vé sinh.
Tung cung nhau say ruou lan dau tién. Va ca hai déu yéu Nate nhwr mot nguoi anh trai. {t nhat
dau tién la thé.

Nhung Serena da di khoi dé vao trwong nodi trd hai nam trudc va qua ky nghi hoi hé & Chau Au,
gi cho Blair chi c6 moi tim bwu dnh xa giao. biéu dé dic biét gdy dau dén cho Blair khi b no
tuyén b6 minh 1a ngudi dong tinh va me né budc 6ng phai ly di. Blair da chdng c6 ai dé chia sé
ca.

Cling con mot van dé nho nira 1a viéc Serena va Nate da ngd v&i nhau, khi Blair va Nate van
chua.

Vi thé khi Serena trd lai thanh pho Blair quyet dinh trd dia bang cach tang & co di va quyét
dinh rang tat ca cac ban bé khac ciing phai tdy chay Serena. N6 da bién Serena thanh mot ké bj
xa hoi hat hai.

Blair ngbi xuéng va bat dau thoc vao dia salad cua minh mot cach gian dit. Sau khi roi khoi
hiéu Barneys hom kia, n6 da ng01 o ghe cong vién mot lat, dO’l Serena di khoi. Khi ve den nha,
me né méi bao vé viéc ba vira dong tai khoan cua n¢ lai va mo mot cai moi thong voi cua
Cyrus Thé tin dung méi ctia Blair s& c6 sau mot hai ngay nita. Diéu dé giai thich tai sao thé cda
no6 khong dung duoc. CAm on me da cap nhat.

Blair tim thay mot cai hop xinh xan trong tu quan ao de nhét cai quan pajama vao roi goi lai
bang mot tor gidy bac dep va budc bang mot cai ddy no den, va mang dén nha Nate. Nhung van
chwa thdy Nate goi gi dé cdm on tir t6i qua dén gid. Chuyén gi xay ra véi cau ta thé nhi?

Kati va Isabel ng6i xuéng doi dién Blair.
“Sao cau khéng bao me la cau khong muon Serena lam phu dau"" Isabel ly sw. C6 ta tuim m& toc

nau day lén thanh mot ci no trén dau va uéng mot ngum sita. “Té chdc chan 1a me cau sé nghe
theo.”



“Chi can bdo me cdu la cau va Serena khéng con ban be gi nita,” Kati dé thém. C6 nhdt mot so
téc vang xodn khdi tach tra. Téc c6 ludn ludn vrong ra khap noi.

Blair liéc trom Serena. N6 biét me n6 da ndi chuyén véi me Serena roi va Serena han da biét
rang cd duoc moi lam phu dau. That 1a choi khim nhau, no khong thé yéu cau me khéng dwoc
dé nghi co ta. Cach d6 ha sach qua. Va Blair chang mudn dinh rui ro trong viéc tao co hoi cho
Serena c6 thé phan nan, chi vi Serena da thdy né lay trom quan pajama & hiéu Barneys. Serena
han sé b6i nho tén no khap man Upper East Side nay.

“Khong kip roi,” Blair nhin vai. “Té thit sw chang dé chuyén d6 khién minh bin tim. C6 iy cé
thé di cung bon minh dén nha thd, cling mac bd vay pht dau. N6 dau cé nghia la bon minh phai
di dao cung nhau.”

Diéu d6 khong chinh xac. Me c¢6 da c6 ké hoach lam tiéc trwra nguyén ngay dé cac c6 phu dau
khoe dang, nhwng Blair vo nhw chuyén dé khong xay ra.

“Thé vay kiéu gi? Cau va me ciu da chon chwa?” Kati hoi, cdn mot miéng banh quy. “Lam on
bao t& [a ching minh khong phai mic cai gl chat day nhe Té da hira 1a gidm bén can rudi
truérc Giang sinh, nhwng nhin xem, té dang dn cai banh ct chudi nay!”

Blair tron mat Ién va dao ly stta chua. “Ai quan tam ching ta mac gi ch®?” n6 néi.

Isabel va Kati nhin né chdm cham. Chang dira nao c6 thé tin n6i diéu né vira néi ra. Di nhién la
c6 van dé roi.

Mot c6 gai nhw Blair néi ra mot diéu nhw thé, ban biét 1a da c6 chuyén xay ra.

Blair an mot miéng sita chua, 1 di nhuw khong co6 gi. Ma co chuyen gl khong on véi moi nguoi
thé& nhi? Chang 1& ho khong thé im mdm bét vé chuyén dam cwéi va dé noé yén?

“T& khong thdy déi,” né noi, dot ngdt ding day. “Chac té sé di givi mail day.”

Kati chi vao cai banh chwa dwoc dung dén trén khay ctia Blair. “Ciu khong an sao?” c6 hdi.
Blair lic dau.

Kati cAm cai banh 1én va dat vao khay cuda Isabel. “Bon minh c6 thé chia nhau.”

Isabel cau c6 va ném tra cai banh vé phia Kati. “Néu ciu muon an thi di ma an.”

Blair cAm khay 1én va voi va di ngay. N6 khong thé cho noi dé dén lic tot nghiép nira.

kksk

Jenny phat hién ra Serena ngay khi c6 buwéc vao cdn-tin khi dang cam tach tra va qua chudi.
Serena dang ngoi doc mot minh. Jenny voi bwéece lai.

“Em ngoi véi chi c6 dwoc khong?” cd hoi.

“Pwoc chit,” Serena ndi, gap sach lai. DAy 1a quyén Néi budn ctia chang Werther cta Goethe.
Jenny chua bao gio nghe néi dén no.

Serena bat gdp cai nhin cta c6 bé vao quyén sich. “Anh trai em gi¢i thiéu cho chi doc. That



long ma ndi chi chang hiéu sao cau ay co the doc néi cai thtr nay. N6 chan kinh khung.” Thucra
thi Dan khong gi¢i thiéu quyen sach cho cd, nhu’ng cau co6 noi rang cau doc no. N6 noi Ve mot
chang trai hoan toan si mé mot c6 gai. Co 4y 1a tat ca nhitng gi chang nghi dén va Ia tat ca
nhirng gi chang viét ra. Ki€u rat 1am ly.

Jenny cwoi to. “Chi phai doc miy bai tho anh iy viét co,” né néi.

Serena nhfu may. C6 wéc gi minh c6 thé xem may bai tho Dan da viét, nhat la khi chac chan
viét vé co.

C6 déng han sach lai. “Hra 1a dirng néi chi chwa doc xong dau nhé,” cé noi.

“Em s€ khong noi gi dau,” Jenny hira. “Chirng nao chi hivra khong néi véi anh y la em bao chi
tho anh ay do& kinh.”

“Chi htra,” Serena noi.

Jenny liéc nhin dwédi gam ban. Nhw thudng 1€, Serena mac mot cai vay ké 6 xép ly vai pha nilon
mau hat dé, loai dong phuc dwoc chi dinh khong chinh thttc cho bon hoc sinh lép 7 doi so.
Ngoai trir viéc c6 trong that bit mat. Ma lic nao ¢ cling trong bat mat. “Chi biét khong, chi 1a
hoc sinh ndm cudi duy nhit mic dong phuc mau hat dé,” Jenny dé .

Serena nhun vai. “Chi nght no dep,” cd ndi. “Mau xanh linh thiy thi nham, ma mac mau Xam
]Jam cho minh chang bao gio* muén mac lai mau xam trong doi, nhat 1a chi lal thich mau xam.”

Jenny dang mac dong phuc xam. “Em nghi chi noi dung, no noi. “Em cé mot cai quan coc mau
Xam em chwa bao gi& mic. C6 1& do 1a 1y do tai sao.” N6 hang giong. N6 that mudn néi chuyén
v&i Serena vé Nate.

“Nay, chi xin 16i vé vu nh& hen hém qua,” Serena noéi. “Chi quén khudy mat phai gdp em va
Vanessa.”

“On ro6i ma,” Jenny bat dau ndi chuyén ctia minh. “A, ldc ra vé, em gap mot chuyén la lam...”

“Chao cac cau,” Vanessa Abrams tién lai ban cua ho CO6 mac quan b6 mau den, day la gidi phap
t5t nhat d& che duoc cai dau g6i map map cda co. “Chuyén gi thé?”

“A. Cho xin 16i vi chuyén hdm qua nhé,” Serena ndi.

Vanessa nhun vai. “Khong c6 gi. T¢ ciing ngan phai xem di xem lai may phim 4y roi.” Pac biét
la phim ctia cdu, c6 cay dang nghi. Pién nhdt la ndé lai hay thé.

Serena gat dau. “Liy ghé di.”
Jenny ngd nhin Vanessa. N6 chi muén gap Serena riéng thoi.

“Xin 10i, t& khong ng01 duoc,” Vanessa néi. “A, Jenny nay, bon minh pha1 trang phim cho
chuyén de  thang nay cua Rancor. Cé hai muwoi cudn phim ddy, ma phong t6i dang trong lic nay.

Em nghi sé gitip dworc chi luén day chx?”

Jenny liéc nhin Serena, lic nay nho vai 1én dlrng day. “T¢ phai di luon day,” c6 néi. “Té co cai
hen tw van dai hoc véi ¢6 Glos. Vui vii vui vui.

“Té vira gap day,” Vanessa noi. “Can than nhé, c6 iy lai bi chdy mau mii.”



C6 Glos c6 lan da vang vot va hay bi chdy mau cam thuong xuyén. Cac co gai déu dwoc canh
béo vé viéc co bi vai can bénh dé lay kinh khiing. Néu c6 4y dwa cho ban mot tap to roi hay cho
ban muon mot cudn catalog trwong dai hoc, ban phai deo gang khi ban doc chung. Bang khong
thi nhé rita tay trong nwére that nong ngay sau do.

“Hay lam,” Serena cwdi khuc khich. “OK, hen gap cac cu sau.”

Vanessa ng6i xuong va doi Jenny an xong qua chudi.

Jenny can miéng cudi cing va nhét vo chudi vao to gidy an.

“Pi chwa?” Vanessa hoi.

Jenny nhun vai. “Thuc ra 12 em ban roi. Em phai in bai kiém tra lich st ra cho ky t&i. Em xin 16i
nhé,” né ding day.

Vanessa cau may “Thoi dwoc,” c6 noéi. “Nhuwng nhé bao chi biét lic em ranh diy. Chi that sw
can nguoi giap.

“Vang,” Jenny néi nhe nhang. “Em sé bao chi. A, va tir gir chi nhé goi em 12 Jennifer nhé, dimg
goi Jenny nita. Em thich tén kia hon.”

Vanessa nhin cham cham né. “OK. Jennifer.”

“Cam on chi,” Jenny noi, roi rdo buwdc vé phia phong vi tinh. Chac Nate da giri mail cho no roi!
Vanessa nhin Jenny buéc di, thac mac sao con nho lai bién thanh mot tht cong chia dong
danh dén vay. Co da twdng di choi voi Jenny sé lam ¢ gan giii v&i Dan hon, nhung rat cudc chi
lam c6 x6i hong bong khong. Jenny cting chi nhw sau tram dta con gai nhang nhé & Constance -
ndng can va hay thay doi.

Vanessa cling khong thé doi n6i dén lac tot nghiép.



Tinh yéu chinh phuc tat thay

Tin nhan thoai

Tu: Bwaldorf@constancebillard.edu
bén: Narchibald@St.Judes.edu
Bwaldorf: chao Nate

Bwaldorf: t& dang phat dién 1én day. Ai cling mudn noéi vé dam cwdi, c nhw la té c6 thé sén ra
cai gi khéng bang.

Bwaldorf: Nate? t& biét cidu dang online. Cau c6 gap t& sau budi ciu lac b0 tiéng Phap h6m nay
khong?

Bwaldorf: cau da nhan dwoc qua té gii lai hdm qua chwa?
Bwaldorf: hello????
Bwaldorf: thoi dworc
Tin nhdn thoai
Twr: Narchibald@St.Judes.edu
bén: Jhumphrey@constancebillard.edu
Narchibald: chao Jennifer.
Jhumphrey: chao
Narchibald: muén gap anh & cong vién sau gio hoc khong?
Jhumphrey: vang, duwoc. anh dinh lam gi?
Narchibald: anh kh6ng biét nita. em mudén lam gi?
Jhumphrey: em ko biét. cac ban anh c6 ra d6 khéng?
Narchibald: khong, chi anh théi. vdn mudn téi chr?
Jhumphrey: chac chan roi. em c6 thé gip anh & ngoai trudng anh néu anh mudn.
Narchibald: cr gap anh & truwére ctra Met.
Jhumphrey: ok, gap anh sau.
Jenny thoat ra, cdm thiy vui swong hon bao gio hét. N6 van chi 1a mot dira hoc sinh 16p 9,
nhung tén no 1a Jennifer, va sau gio hoc no6 dwoc gap Nate, cau trai nam cudi hap dan nhit &

thanh pho nay. N6 sé lo di viéc phai giup Vanessa cho to Rancor nhung chuyén nay hoan toan
dang dwoc nhw vay. Néu né la Dan, n6 sé viét mot bai tho si tinh vé vé dep clia Nate va su tré



tréu cua dinh ménh da dem hai nguoi chang c6 gi chung dén v&i nhau. Nghe vy c6 ve hoi
hwéng cda bi kich. Nhung Jenny von la nguoi tich cuc. N6 thay htrng khoi khi viét dong chir C6
Jennifer Archibald[11] bang kiéu chit thw phap dep nhit ciia minh vao mit dwéi tdm ké chudt
may tinh dang dung.

bung cuwoi. b6 1a thir ma nhirng c6 gai 1op 9 lam khi ho dang yéu.

bau kia thanh pho & treong noi tra Riverside, anh trai Jennifer dang ding luc gri mail cho
Serena bai tho tinh méi nhAt cia minh c6 tén “Lan Cudi Toi Qua boi”

Soi ddy em thdt quanh cd toi, toi nhdy xudng.
Méi em hén téi khi téi ngd, va civ thé ngad

“Mau lén, do khung, cau ban Zeke Freedman goi tir ctra phong may tinh. “Bon minh mudn gio
tiéng Latin roi.”

Amo ergo sum, Dan nghi. Téi yéu, vi thé téi hién hiku.
“T¢ dang ban,” cau néi. Cau goé dia chi mail cia Serena.

“Nao, t& khong mudn bi phat sau gio hoc dau,” Zeke néi trwdce khi di. “Mudn choi bong bau duc
& cong vién lat nita khong?”

“Roi,” Dan tra 1oi lo dénh. “T¢ sé gdp cac cu & d6.” Cau bat dAu soan mot e-mail ngan va gui
thir dinh kem ctia minh.

Serena thAn mén,

Ky cudi tudn nay sé that tuyét diéu. Minh c6 mot budi phong vin vao ngay thir bay, va b6 minh
sé cho mot it tién mat. Minh néng rudt qua.

Minh gttri kém diy mot bai tho. Chi 14 thi vira viét ra sdng nay thoi. Hi vong dang 4y thich.
Minh sé & san bong bau duc gin Bai Ciru, néu mudn dang 4y c6 thé ra d6 sau gio hoc.

Yéu mén,

Dan

Amor omnia vincit! Tinh yéu chinh phuc tat thay.



D thanh ké theo duoi cam ling

Jenny dung trudc bac thém bao tang Met, cd gang khong bi lom giong khi thay mot ga dan 6ng
nam trén bac cap ngay phia dwéi. Quan dui ga tut xudng va né chic chin thiy dwong vat hin
tho ra.

Ban phai quen v&i viéc nhin thiy thi nay khi ban sdng & thanh phd, nhung né van that su lom
giong.

N6 that sw mu6n di 1am roi, nhung Nate da bao né doi & do, va Jenny khong mudn nh hen véi
cau.

“Di choi khong em!” ga dan 6ng c&i truong hét 1én véi mot khach du lich.

Mot nguoi ban xuc xich dao trén via he gan do dang noi chuyén bang dién thoai di dong. Jenny
dirng gan dén mitc né co6 thé nghe thay, hi vong 6ng ta goi canh sat. Nhumg nghe c6 ve nhu 6ng
ta dang noi chuyén voi me hay dai loai thé, vi tit ca nhirng gi 6ng ta ndi toan la “Vang,” va chi
co vay.

Ai d6 cham vao vai né. “Chao Jennifer.”

Jenny xoay nguoi lai. “Anh,” n6 mim cuoi voi Nate. Tay cau dua lén day tw tin téi khudn mat
nd, nam lay nhirng lon toc x03dn mau nau day ram sau tai né. “Anh dén lam em mirng qua. Ga
kia lam em sg khiép via.”

“U’,” Nate néi. Cau dit tay vong quanh c6. “Pi nio, ra khéi day thoi.”

Ngay khi cau cham vao, mau da chay ran rat trong mach mau Ién ndo Jenny. “Vang,” n6 hon
heén, twa vao tay Nate. “Di thoi.”

Nate vong tay quanh Jenny Khi ho di vé phia céng vién, thang tién ra Bai Ctru. Ho tim dwoc mot
chd diy nang dep trén co va ngodi d6i dién nhau, bat chéo chan, dau g01 cham vao nhau. Moi
chuyén dep dén noi Jenny cam thay khong tin noi la minh dang khong hé mo. Hon tit thay ddm
con gai trong thanh pho nay, Nate thich né. That phi thwong.

“Anh hi vong em khong ngai hoi ban anh sé dén gap bon minh ti nita,” Nate ndi, 16i ra mot tui
thu6c can sa tir tui do.

Jenny nhin vai. “Kh6ng sao ma,” né néi, mac du né hoi that vong mot chut xiu. N6 quan sat
Nate mot cach than trong khi cau 16i ra vai bui soi thudc va rai vao ‘mot to gidy quan. Roi cau
cudn diéu thudc that chit mot cach day chuyén nghiép va liém to gidy dé dan lai.

C4u dua cho Jenny nhung no lac dau ‘Em 6n ma.” N6 biét néi ra thi nghe c6 vé dé dén, nhung
no thay hoi chao ddo, nén ngoi sat vao Nate. N6 khong mu6n minh nga lan quay ra.

“Ngoan ddy,” Nate n6i. Cau tha diéu thudc vao tdi xach va nhét né lai vao tii 4o khoac.

Jenny th¢ phao cai nhe nhom. N6 mudn dwgc biét Nate khi cdu chi la Nate, chir kh6ng phai
nhitng ltic cau phé thudc.

“Vay la anh dén trwong dai hoc cudi tudn nay lam thu tuc a?” Jenny hoi. “Anh dang chon trwong
phai khong?”



“U’,” Nate tu . * ‘Nhung anh cting nght ve viéc nghl mot hay hai nam da. Pi thuyén véi bé anh.
Anh chic con phai vao doi dua tham gia Ctip M§.”

“Cha,” Jenny ndi vé an twong. “Nghe thu vi ghé.”

“Cé the anh s€ nghi ba ndm va bon minh c6 thé vao hoc ciing nhau,” Nate ndi, nim l4y tay né.
N6 c6 nhitng ngén tay nhé nhin nhat trén doi.

Jenny bat gdp cai nhin cham chd cia Nate va ho mim cuwdi véi nhau trong gidy lat.

Cau truon dau Ve phia trwéc va nga vao vai Jenny. N6 c6 mui cua quan ao moi gidt sach.
“Mmmn,” cau ram ri. Cau khong thé kim noi cam giac thoai mai cé duoc véi né. Cau thlrong

hut hay udéng vai ly truéc khi gap Blair, chi c6t nham dwong dau voi ké hoach bat bién va thoi

quen lai nhai vé twong lai ctia Blair. thng vGi Jenny cau tham chi chang can phai co thudc.

Oi Chiia o, Jenny nghi. Anh dy dinh hén con.

N6 nhiam mat lai. Toan than n6 cdm thiy ngta ran 1én. Pau Nate 4m, va cau c6 mui 14 thong.

“Jennifer,” Nate ldm bam mo mang. Cau nhic dau 1én va lac mai t6c mau vang mat ong.
“Chuyén nay that dep.” Mt cau ra quanh mit né, cudi ciing dit vao mdi né.

Jenny khtc khich. Cdu ay r6 la dinh hén né roi.
“E Archibald!” ai d6 hét 1én. “Dé phan cho bon té& chit!”
Troi a. Sao ma dung luc, té hai thé.

Jenny va Nate déu quay ra va thiy Anthony, Jeremy va Charlie dang bang qua bai co. Jeremy
6m theo qua bong da. Nate nhanh chéng dirng day, lui xa khéi Jenny.

“Nay,” cau chao dam ban vé suéng sa. “Bon may da biét roi co day.”

“Chao cac anh,” Jenny noi, tir tir dirng ddy va gat nhitng 14 c6 vwong trén bo dong phuc. N6 wéc
gl bon ho dwng dén.

“Thé ciu da cudn cho bon t& mot diéu bu chwa day?” Anthony néi, chi vao cai tii nilon tho ra
khéi tdi 4o Nate.

Nate lic dau. “T¢ da nwéng mot diéu to nhw 6 bAnh mi ay khot a,” cau boc phét. Cau kéo cai tui
ra khéi tdi 4o va tung cho Anthony. “Cé mdot didu da cudn sin roi day.”

“Cam on, Anthony noi. Cau ng01 bét Xuong co va vao viéc. “Con trai, day la thir ta can, cau noi
trong hoi thé gdp. “Lao tw van dai hoc dé nguoi vira quan tao & cd mong sudt gidr trwde.”

“Ké tao nghe xem nao,” Jeremy noi.

Jenny can mong tay, cam thay hoi lac 16ng. N6 nhin Nate, nhung cau dang giat qua béng khoi
tay Jeremy va mai ré bong gitta hai chan.

“Cha co gi. Bo tao da trong vao cb tao viéc vao dai hoc tir nam 16p 8,” Charlie noi. Ong ay da
noi chuyén voi may ngwdi chi nhiém khoa & trudng Luat Yale, nhw thé khién ho san sang dua
tao ra trung bay & d6. Ong bd o1i, cham lai v&i!”



“Vay bon minh vin dén Brown cudi tuin ndy ch&?” Jeremy hoi.
Brown. Jenny chot nhé ra. D6 1a chd Dan va Serena sé dén cudi tudn nay.
“Chac chan roi,” Nate noi.

Cau chuyen bong cho Jenny va n6 da nhe tra lai cho cau, mim cuoi dé€ cau biét rang no that su
khong lay lam phién vi ban ciu da dén, hoic viéc ho chi toan néi chuyén truong dai hoc trong
khi no chi la dira hoc 16p 9. N6 thich du'(rc biét rang Nate khong that sw hut thudc nhw nwéng
mot 6 banh, va rang cau da bao no 1a cau nghi vé viéc nghi ngoi dai dai trudc khi vao dai hoc.
N6 da biét vé cau nhiéu hon 1a ban than cau biét!

“Ti€p nao,” Nate noéi. “Cung choi di.”
N6 chi wéc Nate da kip hon né va wée sao cdu da khong dirng lai khi cac ban cdu xuat hién.

kkk

Dan ng01 trén mot cai ghé bang doi Zeke va Serena. O Zeke thi chac chan dén roi. Va néu
Serena t&i, Dan sé bao Zeke bién di dau dé dé cho ho ngdi véi nhau.

D6 1a nhirng gi ban bé c6 thé lam.

Dan lay mot goi Camel khoi tui ao va dwa lén moi, Tay cau run ray, chu yeu vi cau da uong sau
cdc ca phé tir bita trua dén gio, va cling phan nhiéu do cau hoi hop vé vién canh dwoc gap lai
Serena, ddc biét khi c6 da doc tho ciu. Cau rdt cudn so tay ra khdi tdi 4o va nhin cham cham
vao nhung dong cu01 bai tho nhung chéng doc n01 ti gi. Serena co the ua toi bat c lic nao va
quang tay quanh cO cdu, hon cau dén nghet thé va khoc 16c vi da qua vo y khi kKhong dén hen
hom thir by, va nhic di nhic lai rang c6 yéu bai tho ctia cau. Nhw vay 1a ¢6 yéu cdu.

Hoac khong.

Dan rit thuéc qua nhanh dén noi gan nhw ho rac ph01 ROi cdu chdm diéu khac trong khi van
con diéu dang hut. Cau sé& hut lién tu ti cho dén khi c6 xuat hién. Cau s& chét mat khi cb tdi,
nhuwng it nhit ho ciing bén nhau.

Bap mot hoi ngan, ciu nhin chdm chu sang bén kia bai co. Mot c6 gai thap c6 bd nguc to va mai
toc nau xodn dang ChO’l bong voi bdn ciu trai ma cau chi ngo ngo. P6 1a em gai cau, Jenny. N6
di choi ¢ cong vién voi nhiing cai loai con trai truong tu thuc nhat hoét man Upper East Side
nay tw bao gio vay?[12] Va cai thang suc sinh Chuck cé di véi li do khong" Ban ndng bao vé
troi day, Dan dinh dung day, nhung cau kim minh ng01 Xuong Jenny trong c6 vé nhu dang co
nhiing khoanh khic vui vé, va cau khong thdy Chuck ¢ d6. Néu cau muon lam mét 6ng anh toi
té, cau ctr viéc ra do va lam hong moi s, hodc hdy ct ng01 yén diy va madc ]enny vui ve thoai
mai. Cau van cé thé quan sat né tir chd cau ngdi. Thém vao do thi Jenny can gdp nhing nguoi
ban méi, dic biét 1a khi bay gior cAu dang hen ho véi Serena va it thoi gian hon cho em minh.

Cha, dwoc gap Serena. Néu nhw co dén.
kkk
“Nay, c6 1é em vé nha thi hon,” Jenny néi, chuyén bong lai vé Nate.

“OK, anh sé gdp em sau nhé.” Ciu dat tay vao sau dau Jenny va hon vao ma né.



Jenny gan nhu ' ngd khuyu. “Chao nhé,” n6 thet 1én, Vay tay chao ba cau kia. R6i né quay di va
buwéc nhanh vé phia TAy Cong vién Trung tdm trudc khi té ra quan. N6 khong thé nhin dwoc
dén lac gap lai Nate. Mgt minh.

“Cau cd, Blair nghi sao vé c6 ban gai nho méi cua may day?” Anthony hoi Nate khi Jenny da di.
Cau cham diéu thudc khac, hit mot hoi, va chuyén cho Jeremy.

“Nho a ay khong phai ban gal t&, ngd a,” Nate ndi. “N6 chi 1a mot dira nhéc dé thwong té tinh cor
quen 4y ma.” Cau nhin vai. “Té thich né.”

“Tao cling thich nho d6,” Jeremy noi, chuyen dleu thu6c sang N ate. “Nhung Blair sé khong vui
dau néu né biét may dang cap ke véi may con ga to 1ép 9 thay vi n6. Pung khong?”

Nate cam diéu thuoc va hit mot hoi sau. “Co ay sé khong b1et dau,” cau lau bau ngam khai
trong miéng. R6i ciu nha khoi. “Cac cau phai biét 1a t& dau c6 da Blair dé thay bang Jennifer.
Chuyén cha c6 gi to tat.”

“Cha c6 gi to tat ca,” Charlie dong y, don lay diéu thudc.

Nate nhin dom Ira chay dén tin cung di€u thudc. Ciu biét nhirng gi cau noi khong dung su
that. P6 qua la chuyén hé trong. Gior thi cdu khong biét lam sao dé xur tri day.

Mot ga trai at phai di than trong khi mot c6 gai nhuw Blair dinh liu vao. Cau da tung thay no cé
thé lam gi, va khong c6 gi 1a tot lanh ca.

k%%
“Xin 16i vi dén mudn nhé, ca ngd,” Zeke ndi, dip qua bong rd vao dau Dan. “Di thoi, choi nao.”
Dan ng4ng 1én khoi cudn sé. Cau vira bat ddu viét bai tho khac c6 tén 1a “Nhitng Ban Chan Gay.”
Go vun, 16p xep, kinh vo.
Dinh ménh nam cdy riu bdt céng. Sup do.
N6 noi vé mong mudén dwoc & bén ai dé ma khong thé thuc hién dwoc. Serena han 1a dang ket &
dau d6 ma c6 khong hé muén, dang mong ngong Dan, dang wéc dwoc dén bén ciu. Co thé co da
1én tau dién diu dod, dang ket gitra hai bén. Va ciu thi dang ket & cong vién véi Zeke.
“Nay,” Dan cho quyén s0 tay vao trong tdi xach réi dirng diy. “Cam on vi da dén nhé.”

“Cu chudi. Tao phai hoc phu dao todn, may biét roi diy,” Zeke vira ndéi vira chuyén bong gitra
hai tay.

Hai dita tién ra san bong ro. “U’, may nén chim chi vio mén toan hon,” Dan néi. “Rdi may sé
chang can thay phu dao dau.”

“May nén tw xem lai ban than di 4y, may trong bé rac qua,” Zeke noi.
“Thé 1a sao?” Dan hoi. Ciu danh roi ti vi viedng hang rao va bi tudt 4o khoac ra.

Zeke nhay quanh qua bong. Cau ta hoi map va co cai hong gidng nhu cia con gal nhung cau la
cau thi bong ré hay nhit clia trwong noi tra Riverside. That dang ngac nhién. “May hom nay



may ldc nao ciing ban, va trong may ct nhw bi tim thin,” ciu phan. “May cang ngay cang bé rac
va bé tha hon.”

Dan nhin vai va lao 1én truwérc dé cuwép qua bong khoi Zeke. “Nay, tao dinh noi cai gi ay nhi? Tao
c6 ban gai,” cau néi, lui lai va dap béng xudng san. Cau nhiin mot phat, réi ném ro trén mot
chan.

“Ném tot diy, ngd tau,” Zeke lwdt téi va bat lay qua bong ‘Ban gai?” cau hoi trong khi dap
bdng tai chd. Bung ciu ltic lic duéi cai 4o phéng trang. “Ai, Vanessa a?”

Dan lac dau. “Tén co ay la Serena. May khong biét c6 4y dau,” cdu ndi. “Bon tao sé di cuing nhau
dén trwong dai hoc cudi tuin nay.’

“Ai cha,” Zeke thét 1én, vong veéo quanh sin dé dan bong téi ré dang kia. Ciu ta chang c6 vé 14y
lam an twong.

Dan nhin ban minh lam mét c nhay ném ro hoan hdo. Cau khong blet nén noi gi. Chuyén that
hé trong véi cau, cau biét chic chin dleu do6. Nhung liéu Serena lic nay co di bao cho ban be co
vé Dan véi tw cach 1 ban trai méi cta c6 khong? Lidu cd c6 hdo huyén vé vu cudi tuan di cling
nhau khong?

Khong chac.

Ngay luc d6, Serena dang & cho nha si, tram 16 hong & rang. Co6 doi meo va bwc boi vi phai doi
dé thudc té mat tac dung cho dén khi c6 c6 thé an duorc.

Chr chang phai vi tho than.
Cd cling da doc tho Dan, va c6 khong biét nén lam gi day. Co ting thu hut duwgce sy chu y cia cac

chang trai, nhwng khong phai ki€éu chu y nay. Dan dang thanh tira tya nhu kiéu ngudi theo dudi
cAm lang, va diéu do6 thuc sw bat dau 1am co thay ky di.



B co0 anh trai ma&i

“Em da chun bi kiéu cau hoi nao r017" Co Glos hoi Blair. Dang la trua ter tw, va c6 Glos dang
giup Blair chuan bi cho budi phéng van véi truong Yale vao thir bay. “Phai ching té cho ho
thay em quan tam dén nhirng thir lién quan dén tru'(rng Yale, em khong ndp don chi vi dé la
mot ngdi treong tot va em 1a mot dira con c6 thira ké.”

Blair gt ddu vé mat kién nhan. C6 Glos nghi minh 1a céi gi vy, con dan don chic?

C6 Glos thoi bat chéo chan va nhat mau xo vai trén cai tat quan mau da chan. Than trén ctua c6
to va vudng nhu thé cta dan ong, nhung Blair nhan thiy c6 c6 ddi chan dep la thwong doi véi
mot nha tw van dai hoc nAm muwoi tudi.

“Em sé héi ho vé co hoi duoc di du lich ¢ Phap trong nam dau. Em sé hoi vé cac diéu kién san
bai thé thao va nha cu'a cua ho. Em sé hoi vé co hoi tham gia hdi doan sinh vién. A, em sé héi
veé co hdi viéc 1am nita,” Blair néi. N6 mé PalmPilot ctia minh ra va tw ghi lai ludn.

“Co gai kha ddy. Diéu dé sé thé hién rang em khong chi 1a moét nguoi sach vo. Em toan dién va
em quan tam den viéc tham gia cac hoat dong.” C6 Glos dong tap ho so ctia Blair lai va tha né
vao ngin kéo. “Em sé lam t6t thdi,” c6 bao Blair. “Em da hon ca sdn sang roi.”

Blair dwng day. No tw biét minh da san sang N6 da chuan bi cho viéc nay ca doi roi. “Cam on
cd a,” n6 ndi rdéi nam ldy tay nam ctra. “Néu moi viéc xong xudi, em c6 thé néop don sém va
khong can dé y dén nhitng trworng khac phai khong a?”

“A, khong thiét gi dau néu xem xét vai noi khac - em co thé tim ra cho nao dé em con thich hon
chw cd Glos néi, hi mii vao cai khan gidy Kleenex. “Nhuwng c6 ching thay ly gi ma Yale lai
khéng nhan em cd”

Blair mim cwoi. “T6t qua.” R6i n6 mé clra va dong lai sau lwng minh, trong long hin hoan.

kksk

Khi Blair vé nha - can ho tang thuong & duong s6 72, n6 gan nhu thét 1én ngac nhiénvi c6 gi do
khac la. Vali va hop chong chat ngoai sanh. Kénh TRL dang phat ra am 1 trén cai ti-vi cyc dai
trong thw vién. N6 c6 the nghe thay tiéng cao cao ciia mot con ché 1én san go, va c6 mot cai
xich treo trén nim dam cira.

Blair bwéc vao trong va danh roi balé xuéng san. Mot con ché 16ng muot mau nau khong 16
nhao ra dén né, con ché dirng trén hai chan sau va diii mém vao diing quan né.

“B6 ra,” né néi, ddy miii con ché ra. “Khi thit.” N6 ngd vao hanh lang. “Me 0i?”

Clra phong me no m(r va Cyrus Rose budc ra, trén nguoi mdc cai do choang nha tam lua do
Versace wa thich cta 6ng ta va di dep x6 ngon dan bang tre. Ong ta trong rat thu' gian. Chao
Blair!” 6ng ta la 1én, & bwdc lai gan va 6m né bang cai 6m cua mot con giu. “Me con dang &
trong bon tdm. Dwong da chinh thitc chuyén dén. Ca Aaron va Mookie ciing da dén roi!”

“Mookie?” Blair budc lui lai. N6 khong thich ding qua gan Cyrus khi rit c6 thé dng ta chang
mic gl bén trong 4o choang tim ca.

“Con ché ctia Aaron! N6 thuwe swla mot ga lang thang. Ha ha! Mookie d6 lang thang,” Cyrus noi,



bung nhitng ngon tay map u deo day nhan vang. “Me Aaron toan di vang, ddm ra n6 chan nhu
con gian Khi ¢ cai nha rong ¢ Scarsdale, c0 moi Mookle dé nbi chuyén cung. Viy la né quyét
dinh don dén & véi ching ta. Nhie me con néi, thém ngwdi thém vui!”

Blair chi dirng dd, khong tin ndi vao tai minh. Con ch6 buéc ra dang sau Blair va diii mom vao
mong no.

“Mookie, khong dwoc!” Cyrus cuoi to. “Lai day, cdu be. Lai day giup ta gi¢i thiéu Blair voi
Aaron. Bi nao. "Ong ta tom 14y day deo c6 con ché va dan nd vao thw vién.

Blair c6 cdm giac phai di theo, nhung né van ding siing so tai cho.

Ngay sau do, mot cai dau day nhiing lon toc cubn ngan mau nau nho ra tr sau canh ctra thuw
vién. Cai dau cua mot cdu trai trac tudi Blair, c6 d6i mdt nau to, lan da manh mai, va déi moi dé
cong lén & khde miéng.

“Chao,” cu noi, “t¢ la Aaron.” Cau ta nhay xuong sanh trén doi ung lao dong dé chia tay ra voi
Blair. Ao phong cua cdu xé rach te tua va cé hinh da mo cua Bob Marley trén do. Blair co thé
nhin thiy phia trén ctia quan 16t ciu ta 16 ra khai that lung cda cai quan tut.

Tém thé?

Blair cham vao tay cu ta it nhat c6 thé trwéc khi rut lai.

“Vay t& doan gidr diy chiing minh chung phong phai khong nhi?” Aaron néi, van mim cwdi.
Thdt tom.

“T& hi vong dang dy khong phién, nerng t& nhot con meéo cia iy vao phong ngu vi n6 phat ro
1én v&i Mookie. Dudi né xu 1én to dung,” cAu cwdi ha ha, lac lac nhirng cudn toc.

Blair nhin cham cham ciu ta. “Toi phai di 1am bai tap day,” nd ndi va quay vé phong ngu, déng
sam ctra truedc mat Aaron.

O’ mot minh trong phong, né tom 14y con meéo va quang lén giwong. Kitty Minky qud quér méng
chan vao céi 4o len ctia no.

“Puoc r01 bé con,” Blair lam bam ap con meo vao nguc. N6 nham mat lai va vui diu vao bd
16ng mém ctia con méo, wéc gi thé gidi ndy bién di mai mai.

N6 cw nham mat lai va dé toan than bat dong. Néu né & nhu thé du lau, c6 the moi nguoi sé
quén no di va no sé khong phai lam Blair Waldorf nita hay séng cudc doi ngay cang ngu Xuan
ciia c6 nang. N6 c6 thé tro thanh mot nguoi khac va van dén Yale. Tham chi, sau khi tim kiém
va tim ki€ém hang ndm troi khong bd cudc, Nate sé tim thay nd. Sé giong nhu mot bo phim den
trang kinh dién, nit nhan vat chinh mac chtrng quén va bat ddu cudc doi mébi va yéu nguwoi moi,
nhung hon hét thi nguoi tlnh dau khong bao gio ngirng tim ki€m cho dén khi tim thay cO.
Chang ta cau hon cho du nang chang thé nhé néi tén chang. Sau d6 khi chang dua cho nang
chiéc khan cli cia minh, mui hwong ngay cii doi vé, ky (rc cia nang vut hién va nang néi, “Em
déng y,” va ho s6ng hanh phuc tron doi.

B0 phim hién hién trong diu né véi tiéng vi cdm nheé nhe.

Khi xdy ra chuyén thit bai, Blair cé thé thoat ra bang cach twdng tuong ra nhitng bé phim
trong dau. T6t hon la khong noi ra diéu do véi gido vu trweong Yale. Ho han sé cho né mot chir p



vé tAm than.

Cubi cung Blair budng Kitty Minky ra va ngoi thang ddy. N6 cam lay diéu khién ti-vi va bam nat
chay. bau dia quay va canh dau phim Bira sdng 104 Tiffany’s. bat dlet Audrey Hepburn, van an
mdc dién sau ca mot dém dai ngoai dwong, dang dn banh stng bo trudc ctra hiéu Tiffany’s vao
gior nghl D6 1a doan phim Blair dd tham gia vao lién hoan phim truong Constance. Audrey an
banh sirng bo 1a chi tiét lay ttr phim Phu thuy tdp sw, chiém ngudng kim cwong qua clra sO hiéu
Tiffany’s. Va thém nira, ca bai hat cii ctia Duran Duran - Nhitng cé gdi trén phim. Va roi, bai Cau
bé tén Iira cua Liz Phair. Rbi dén nhing bai nhac khac. Blair nhin thay nhing thir khac nhau
cung trong mot canh phim moi lan. N6 chua bao gio thay mét moi voi viéc d6. Hi vong rang
cac giam khao cta lién hoan trong thit hai ti sé cing cdm nhan nhu vay.

Mot tiéng g clra vang 1én, va Blair lin ngudi qua d€ xem ai c6 thé nhan tAm qudy ray né. Canh
ctra bat mo. D6 1a Aaron. Mookie khut khit bAm theo gitta hai chan cau vao phong. Kitty Minky
gao lén va nhay tét vao tu ao.

“Mookie, khong!” Aaron gam 1én, nam lay day co con cho “Xin 161 cau néi, nhin Blair vé day
h6i 16i. Cau 161 Mookie ra cira va danh manh vao méng né. “Hu,” cau mang.

Blair chi nhin cham cham c4u, hai tay d& cam, thiy ghét ciu ta hon tirng gidy mot.

“Nghe nay,” Aaron néi. “Pang 4y thich bia hay gi khong?”

Blair khong dap. N6 ghét bia.

Doi mat nau sam clia Aaron luét nhin vao man hinh ti-vi. “Nay, dang 4y nghién cttu ca cai do co
16 sT 4y ha?” cu hai.

Blair tom ldy cai diéu khién va bam nt tat ti-vi. Khéng doi nao né lai d€ Aaron si nhuc phim
cia né. Chang phai la han ta da gy tac hai dd roi hay sao?

“Té biét la rat ky cuc cho dang 3 ay khi chung to don dén day bat thinh linh, cling nhw Vlec cuoi
xin nita. Té chi nghi néu ding 4y mudn néi chuyén hay gi do dai loai thé, thi that vui,” Aaron
noi.

Blair tiép tuc nhin cham cham c4u ta day lanh lung, wéc gi ciu ta bién mat.

Aaron hang giong. “T¢ vira moi ng01 voi em trai Tyler cua dang ay, dy blet day, xem ti-vi va
uong bia. A, t& uong bia - con né uong Coke. Ma nay, n6 c6 vé rat vui swong voi moi thir. N6
that1a mot cAu nhdéc ngin nap ghé.”

Blair chép mat. Cai d6 chét dim nay nghi ho dang c6 mdt cudc doi thoai chic?

“Okay,” Aaron noi. “Nay, ca nha sé di ra ngoai an téi lat nira. T¢ an chay, nén ching ta sé dén
mot nha hang do chay. Hi vong la okay.” Cau lui lai, doi mot ti xem Blair c6 dap lai khong. Khi
n6 khéng phan &ng gi, cAu mim cwoi nhan nai va dong clra lai.

Blair lan nguoi lai va chen mot cai g01 1én trén bung. DT nhién cau ta an chay. That qua xoang.
N6 wéc c6 vai miéng thit song d€ ném vao mat cau.

Cai gi co? Moi nguoi trong doi n6 sé danh cho ngudi anh em con duwong hippie ntra mua mot
sw chao don néng nhiét chi vi ciu ta s6ng cung nha, uong bia nhw thé 1a cht noi nay, va di choi
voi Tyler ctr nhw Quy ngai Thau hiéu vay? Hit, ho c6 thé tiép nhan y tudng dé va trung ra sau
dit cia ho y.



[t nhat né cling bién khoi day cuoi tuan nay va cling nhanh thoi, no sé dén Yale va gia biét cai

show kéch cdm nay mai mai. Chic néu no6 noi véi Nate vé chuyen da xay ra, ciu sé hoi han voi

né va quyét dinh di cing n6 dén New Haven.

N6 nhic dién thoai dé & dau givong 1én va goi s6 ctia Nate.

“04,” Nate tra 1o sau tiéng chuong thir nim. Giong cau cé vé dang phé thudc.

“Chao, t& day,” Blair ndi, giong né hoi run run. Tw dung n6 cdm thidy minh sap phat khéc.

“Chao.”

Blalr cudn lung lai va nhin 1én tran. Kitty Minky tho dau ra khoi tu mat con méo anh vang.
“Nay, t& dang tw hoila liéu ciu c6 ddi ¥ va c6 mudn dén Yale véi té...” Giong Blair lac di. N6 that

sw sap khoc.

“Khong, tat cd déu da ro vé chuyén di cia chiing ta roi,” Nate noi.

“Okay,” Blair noi. “T¢ ch1 cai vu dam cudi nay... va gio...” N6 dung lai. Nudc mat tudn ra khoi

khée mat va lan trén go ma né.

“Nay, cau dang kh6oc a?” Nate hoi.

Nwdc mat lai tudn ra khoi mat Blair. Nate nghe xa x0i nhu the hang ngan dam. N6 qua that
vong dée  gidi thich moi thir cho cu. Cau tham chi con chang cdm on nd vé mén qua. Co chuyén

qudi quy gi vdy?
“Té phai di day,” Blair sut sit. “Goi t& ngay mai, dwoc khong?”

“T¢ s€ goi,” Nate noi. Nhung Blair c6 thé noi ludn 1a ciu sé khong goi. Cau chac hin sé con
chang nhé ndi cudc dién thoai nay. Ciu qua say.

“Chao,” Blair no6i roi dip may. N6 quang cai dién thoai 1én giwdng va cdo mong tay xudng khin
trai giwong. Kitty Minky lao ra khoéi ta va nhay 1én giwong.

“Duoc r01 bé con,” Blair bdo con meéo réi vo dau né. N6 nhic con meo l1én va tha vao long nd.
“On roi.”

Kitty Minky nham mat lai va yén vi trong vat ao len am ap cua Blair, rén hir hir théa man. Blair
da nght Nate la nguoi can thiét nao dé cua né, nhung cdu dang tré nén xoang xinh va dang that
vong nhw moi thir con lai trong cudc doi tao 1oan cua no.
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Khuyén cdo: Tat ca nhitng tén that vé noi chdn, con nguoi va su kién déu dwoc thay doi hodc
viét tat dé bao dam khach quan. Cu thé la tén t6.



Xin chao cac cau!

Chuyén nha

T& biét thu han la mot tir rat manh, nhung dwgrc thoi: ching minh hay con vi thanh nién. Ching
minh chic han timg cé lic ghét bd me. Chung minh cling duoc phép ghet anh chi em ruot,
nhirng nguoi lam ta gidn dit, dac biét nhitng ai tham chi ching than thich gi va chdng viéc gi
phai hoi dén.

Tuy nhién, neu trong sd nhitng nguoi xa la ay tre thanh anh em mot nha lai la mot cdu trai dé
thuong toc cuon choi guitar rat hay, mot cau trai ‘ngot ngao nhat trén thé gioi nay, ban chic
han muén cw x than thién. Tan tinh ngay tho véi anh trai con di/dwong cling khong bénh
hoan hay bat hop phap dau. That sw thi cling rat vui va qua thuan tién khi cung song trong mot
nha! Nhung chi 1a twdng twong thé théi. B dau c6 nghi vay trong trwong hop nay.

E-mail cia ban

8 G4i Nhigu Chuyén than mén,

T& nghe noi B 1a mot dira chuyén doi an cap vat. Hoi hoc mau gido no an cap tay va but chi
Barbie cta dira khac. Va ban dung c6 ma moing dén ngu qua dém vi no sé dn trom quan 4o cda
ban. Té cling nghe noéi rang né da dn cap mot cai dong ho & Tiffany.

- Peekaboo

B Peekaboo than mén,

B dang deo mot cai Rolex tw ho6i ndm thi¢ hai trung hoc vi vy t& khéng chic do 1a cai dong ho
ban néi d&n. Cam on da do la.

- GNC
8 Gai nhizu chuyén o1,

T¢& chac chan da thdy N dang néi chuyén véi c¢d bé 16p 9 truong Constance & chd khuit trén
duwong sé 86.

-Clvo 99

BA cu vo 99 than,

Va con gi nita??? DAy la tin ¢l r6i. Ban phai tim hiéu thém di ch.

- GNC

Nhitng canh trong thiy

N mua mot cai tdi can sa c& siéu-gia-dinh & hiéu banh pizza tin cdy noi goc duong so 80 va

Madison. Chic 1a chuin bi cho chuyén di dai, to doan vdy. Bva gia dinh dong diuc mo1 cia minh
dang & Saks, mua sam tung birng cho dam cudi. Thuc té thi B giét thoi gian ngdi hon doi trong



phong doi nit. S lang thang trong quay my phdm & ctra hang Barneys lan nita, vira xem vira cin
moéng tay. D dang cho doi trén ghé bang & Cong vién Riverside, hut thudc lién tuc. J thao tén N
1én kh3p nhitng noi kin ddo trong thanh pho bang tai thw phap clia minh. Cai tham cla té &
tiém Jackson Hole da chi chit nhirng chir do roi.

bén trueong dai hoc can phai cé:

Mot 6t6 con.

Ban be. Nén la nhitng ngwoi khong long 16n 1én vé truong dai hoc roi c6 thé phat ro khi ban
quyét dinh bé ngang tour quanh trwdong dai hoc ma di xem phim véi choi tro dn udng trong

phong nha tro.

Quan 4o thi phdi la loai lam ban khéng ban tam néu mac nguyén di ngu va c6 thé bé chung lai
trong phong nha tro hay quang di ngay trén dwong.

Quan 4o dep dé mac luc phong Van Dau vdy, ban khong muon trong qua hoanh trang, néu
khong ban sé khién ngudi phdng van thay tu ti. Pa s6 ho khong biét sw khac biét giita Barneys
va Wal-Mart dau.

Cac thw lat vat (bia lon Bud, banh vong phu s6-c6-la Entenmann, khoai tdy chién Pringles,
V.V...).

Cac ciu biét cic ciu yéu t& ma!

GNC



B thoat khoi dia nguc

“Con khong nghi 1a n6 qua nhi nhanh con ca canh ch&?” Me Blair hoi, Ba xoay mot vong trén cai
buc & gian 4o cuwdi trong hiéu Saks trén Dai 10 Nam, cai vay cudi bang satin va dangten tring
x0e ra quanh chan.

Blair lic dau. Hinh 4nh me n6 trong cai vay cudi trang bong bénh quét dit lam n6 mudn 16n
mura, nhung ra kh01 day som chlrng nao hay chirng dy. N6 phai san sang cho budi phong van &
Yale ngay mai. “Tréng dep roi,” n6 néi déi.

“Me thay nguong khi lai di mac dé6 trang,” ba Waldorf hoi dam chiéu. “Me da tung c6 dam cudi
do trang roi.” Ba quay sang Blair. “N&éu me nhudm di thi sao nhi? Chic sé trong dang yéu véi
mau be vang hay hoa thach thao nhat.”

Blair nhun vai Va nhap nhom khong thodi mai trén cai ghé sépha doi gia co. “Con thdy mau
trang diu c6 sao.” Nhudm nhiéc chi t6 1am cho moi thir dién ra lau hon.

“Chung t6i c6 thé nhudm moi lan may do,” c0 ban hang goiy. “Vay toi clr lam cho cai nay vira
v01i chi nhe?” Tham chi c6 ta co veé bit dau mat kién nhan. Ho da thir dén bay cai vay cwoi va ba
b6 két hop vay-do khoac roi. Néu ba Waldorf mudn bd vay clia minh sdn sang chi trong vong
hai tuin, ba ta phai le le cai méng Ién.

Me Blair thoi xoay qua xoay lai va xem xét minh mot cach than trong qua hé thong guong bon
phia. “Me nghi day la cai ton dang nhat ma me ting thit,” ba néi. “Con khong thay thé 3, Blair?”

Blair gt dau vé hing hai. “Ding diy, me a. N6 lam me trong nhoé nhin.”
Me n6 mim cuwoi rang ré.

Cach di vao trai tim ctia bat ky ¢ gai nao la bdo ho trong nhé nhan. Cac c6 san long chét dé
dwoc nho nhin.,

“Vay la dworc r6i,” ba ndi, mat irng 1én vi phin khai. “Stva né di.”

C6 ban hang bat dau gap gau va ghim vay lai, do cac phan va ghi vao manh glay Blair nhin
dong ho. ba ba rwdi roi. Toan bd cai hoéi kich chan ngat nay chi dang vt vao sot rac.

“Con da tim thay th& con thich dé cho phu ddu mac chwa?” Me c6 héi vong ra.

“Chua a,” Blair dap, mdc du no van chua tim kiém gi. Me n6 muon no tim mot bd vay khong
phai loal san trén gia ma no that sy yéu thich va ma cho tit ca cac phu, dau. Blair yeéu thich
mua sim, nhung no dang trong lic khon kho de c6 thé hao hirng v&i viéc sam sanh loai vay dac
biét nay. N6 ghét mac nhitng thir giong nhw clla ngudi khac. Nhat 1a né da mat ca doi dé mic
mot bo dong phuc ché chét,

“Me thidy mot cai tuyét 13m & Barneys... Hiéu Chloé, me chac vay. Lua c6 chim mau s6-c6-la, cé
day deo hlnh soi mi spaghetti. Dai, cit chéo vai. Rat tinh t&. N4 trong sé rat la lung véi Serena
vi con bé 4y c6 doi chan thon va téc vang sang. Me khong chic nhwng hdn sé lam con trong hoi
mot chut... tron tria.”

Blair nhin chdm chdm vao hinh me né trong gwong. N6 im ling, dy chodng vang. Me né c6 y
bao n6 béo? Béo hon Serena?



Blair dirng ddy va nhat tdi 1én. “Con phai veé nha, me a,” n6 gian dit néi. “Con khong c6 thoi gian
dé néi chuyén quan 4o nira dau. Phong khi me quén, con nhac lai 1a ngady mai con cé budi
phdéng van & trwong Yale, ma v&i con thi né quan trong hon nhiéu.”

Me n6 quay ngoat lai, lam cho nguoi ban hang danh roi cai g01 cim ghim. “Noi the me maoi
nhé!” Ba hét én, hién nhién 1a v séc thai ton thuong trong giong noi Cua Blair. “Luc Cyrus
nghe néi con dinh di tau Ién New Haven ngay mai, dng ay da c6 mot tran roi tri kinh khing.”

Ai cha.

Bat ctt trdn roi tri nao ctia Cyrus déu han nhw dia nguc. Blair ngdng dau 1én, chuén bi cho diéu
toi té nhat.

“Da sap Xep roi - Aaron sé dua con di! No cling muon xem trweong Yale, va nd c6 mot cai xe dé &
garage & Lexington,” me c0 gidi thich cuéng cuéng. “Khong phai la tuyét hdo sao?”

Blair cdm thay nhw minh sdp khoc tro lai. Khoéng! Co muodn hét lén. Cha tuyét hdo gi sdt, me! No
qud khén nan! Nhung c6 khong muén khéc & trong hiéu 4o cudi & Saks. Nhw thé con hon ca
dang thwong hai.

“Con sé gap me sau,” co dot ngdt ndi, quay nguoi buéece di.

Me ¢0 lo lang nhin theo. Téi nghiép Blair, ba nghi. Né qud hoi hép cho budi phdng vdn & Yale.

kkk

Blair di bd qua hai muwoi hai day pho nuoc mat tudn trong sy € ché. N6 nghi den viéc vao
khéach san Pierre va bat ddu man mot ctia sy mat tich. N6 c6 thé goi bo va yéu cau duoc séng
voi 6ng va ban trai 6ng ay trong 1au dai ctia ho & Phap. N6 cé thé hoc cach ép ruou nho, hoic
bat ctr thir quai quy gi ho lam & do.

Nhwng né phai két thiic nam cudi & trweong Constance. N6 phai xong viéc hoc dé véi Nate. Va
né phai dén Yale da.

N6 s€é phai chiu dung tiép.

Khi Blair vé t&¢i nha, Mookie lao ra sanh va chom lén nguoi n6, li€m mat né va vay dudi ho hai.
Blair danh roi tai va ngoi sup xuong san, mac cho con cho liém khdp mit trong khi nwéc mat
tudn 1 cha trén ma. Hoi thé cia Mookie théi hoic.

N6 r6 rang dia cham dén tin cung day cia moi-thoi-dai.

Aaron tho dau ra khéi thlr vién. “Nay, sao the7" ciu hoi, budc lai gan né. “Mookie, khong!” cau
gao lén, 16i con cho ra. Dang ay dirng dé n6 lam thé. N6 sé phai long ding dy va chdm lén chan

v&i dd dung cta dang dy day.”
Blair nin tiéng nitc n& va chui miii bang mu ban tay.

“Vay cau da san sang phong dén Yale ngay mai chwa?” Aaron hdi, gio tay ra dé kéo né ding
day.

Blair khong dém xia dén tay ciu. No muon mot cdc nuoc kinh khung. “Minh khong thé doi
thém chit nao dé thoat khoéi day nita,” né 1dm bam kho sé.



“0, chiing minh cé thé di ngay neu ding 4y mudn. S& vui hon néu ching minh khong phai day
sdm dé dwa ciu tdi do phong van,” Aaron néi. Cau vén nhirng lon téc ra sau tai. Blair chwa bao
gi®r thay ai lam thé ca.

“Bay gio?” Blair tom lay tay Aaron va run ray dirng ddy. b6 khong phai diéu né da dw dinh.
Nhung tai sao khong ch? Lam the no va Aaron sé ¢ trén duong lic ban dém. Ho sé dén & mot
khach san dau dé. Ho c6 mot cai xe. Ho c6 thé di bat cir dau. Bat ctt dau chit khong phai noi
nay.

N6 sé tw lam mot Ian xem sao.
“Dworc,” Blair noi, xi miii mot cai. “T6i chi phai déng do lai thoi.”

“Tét lam,” Aaron noi. “Té cing vay. Nay Tyler!” C4u la 1én. Tyler bwdc ra khoi phong doc sach,
chan di tat. Cau be mdc mot cai do phong cua Aaron c6 chit HOP PHAP HOA TREO CO va s6- co-
la dinh trén mat. “Xin 16i chang trai, t& khong xem notMa trdn phin sau dwgc véi ciu roi,”
Aaron bao cau bé. “Blair va t& phai 1én dwong day.”

“Ciing tot,” Tyler n6i. “Phan sau xem nhw hach.”
Blair gat em trai ra va lao vé phong dé chuin bi. Tim né /dap thinh thich. N6 van ghét Aaron,

nhung né qua mong moi dugc thoat khoi day dén murc n6 chang ban tam du di véi ciu ta. Chi
chirng nao cau ta dung c6 dién cai vé tinh huynh dé va tén thor Me Thién nhién dang tém.



Piém hen & Nha ga Trung tim

Khi Serena dén quan bar trén lau cua Nha ga Trung tam, Dan da ngoi & do, hat thubc va uéng
mot cdc gin pha tonic. Cau tréong cé vé hoi hop.

“Chao,” Serena noi nhw tit tho.

C6 ludén luén khoé thé vi ¢6 luén dén mudn. Dan thich hinh dung c6 roi xudng tir troi. P6 la mot
chuyén bay dai.

“Pau bép nha minh cho minh may cai banh sandwich dé phong khi déi,” c6 noi.
Pau bép nha cd ay! O, c6 1a mot cong chia co tich, di nhién c6 c6 dau bép riéng.

Dan lic vién d4 trong c6c¢. Serena mic mot cai 4o len xanh lam cho mat ¢d to hon va xanh hon
so v&i lic ciu tirng thiy.

“Té da mua mot chai vang,” ciu bao 6. “Chuing minh c6 thé di picnic.”

Serena leo 1én cai ghé quay bar canh cau. Nguoi pha ruou dat 1én ban mot ly Klr royale mau
tim oai hwong danh bot kém mot khan gidy 16t trueéc mit c6. “Minh yéu chd nay,” ¢6 cam ly 1én.

Nguwoi pha rwou da biét trwedrc cd muon gi. Thé c6 vui khéng chir?

Dan moi c6 mét diéu thudc, dwa mot diéu 1én moi, réi chadm Itva cho ca hai. Cu cdm thiy minh
lich 1am la lung.

Serena nhd khoi 1én tran nha ga. “Minh nghi thi* minh yéu nhat khi di dau dé la nha ga, san bay
hay taxi. Ching rat la... goi cdm,” cd noi.

Dan rit thudc. “U,” ciu noi, cau chang thé phan déi dwoc ti gi. CAu khéng thé doi dén lic tdi dé.
Ngay khi cdu va Serena chi c6 hai ngu¢i véi nhau, cau sé...

Vay sao?
CAu chang chic lam cai gi sdp xay ra, nhung ciu chic rang sé c6 gi do.

“Cau sé thich anh trai minh, Erik,” Serena néi, nhap ly Kir royale. “Anh ay thich triét Iy héa cac
thit. Nhung 130 4y cling la loal nguoi thich choi boi 15m.”

Dan gat gu va giat lon téc ndu qudn trén dau. Cau quén mat Erik. Hi vong la Erik sé tiéc tung
v&i ban cung phong anh ta khi ho téi dé. Chi thé thi Dan méi c6 thé cé Serena cho ban than
minh.

Bang théng bao tau ra vao ga nhap nhay roi chuyen sang cot gio méi cho biét tau dén va di.
Nha ga dong nghit vi moi nguo1i di lai cu6i tuan. Nguoi ta hdi ha 1én tau hodc ding cho doi dé
chao dén ban be téi.

Serena cham chu nhin bang khé&i hanh. “Tau chiang minh sé di trong mwoi lam phut nita,” co
noéi, “Mot di€u thudc nira va chung ta sé di.”

Dan khéu ra hai diéu thudc khoi bao va xoay quanh ghé dé 1y bat lira.



“A,” Serena néi. “Minh sé doc tho cua cau nhé.” C6 thinh thoang mang theo, va gio 1a ldc thich
hop hon bao gior hét. Bai tho hay, nhung van lam c6 thay ky di.

Dan ctrng do nguoi.

Nhin qua khée mit, cau thay bon ciu trai hoi quen quen dang tan bo tu 16i Pai 16 Vanderbilt
vao nha ga. Mot trong s6 ho dirng lai va nhin cham cham vao Serena.
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Nate dang phé thuéc, nhung cdu khong bi 4o giac. Serena van der Woodsen dang ng01 ngay kia
o quay bar Nha ga Trung tam, mdc quan nhung ké trang, ao len c6 V xanh nhat va di doéi ung
nau phét hong wa thich cua cé. Cai 4o len 1am cho mat c6 trong sau hon va sim hon cau tirng
nhin thiy.

Blair da bat ciu hira pha1 quén Serena di, nhung Nate chua bao gio chic minh quén ndi. Cau da
c§ ging tranh mit cd, bdi vi nhin thay Serena ludn lam tim cau dau nhoi.

Lan nay thi khéng. Lan nay, chuyén sé khac. Khi cdu nhin Serena, tit ca nhitng gi ciu thiy la
mot ngwoi ban cli xinh dep.
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“Nay, minh bi€t may cdu do!” Serena ndi, nhay ra khéi ghé. C6 bd lai di€u thudc hat dé trén
quay va buéc lai chd Nate.

“Doi da,” Dan néi, Co6 chwa ndi cd nghi gi vé bai tho cda ciu.
Cau nhin Serena tién dén cho cau trai lic ndy nhin c6 chim chidm va hon lén ma cu ta. Dot
nhién Dan nh¢ ra vi sao nhirng cau trai kia lai quen quen. Ho 1a nhirng dira con trai choi bong
v&i em gai cau & cong vién.
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“Chao céac ciu,” Serena nodi, n& nu cwoi khdng 1an dwoc véi ai. “Cac ciu di dau thé?”

Khi ¢6 bwéc téi, danh cho Nate cai hon, va néi “Chao,” cdm twdng nhw ¢d chang dé y rang Nate
da 1o 6 di twr lac cod quay lai New York thang trudrc.

Serena khong phai loai ngu¢i d€ bung. Khdong nhw nhiéu ngwdi ching ta van biét.

“Chung té dén Brown,” Anthony noéi. “Nhung trwéce tién ching té phai di 14y xe cia me Jeremy
& New Canaan.”

Mit Serena sang 1én. “Khong 1€ nao! Bon t& ciing dang dén Brown day! Anh t& hoc & do, vi thé
ching t& sé & vai anh 4y. Muon di cung bon nay khéng?”

Nate dam chiéu. bi Brown vo6i Serena r6 rang khong c6 trong bo luat cau-co- -thé-di-khong-c6-
t& ctia Blair roi. Nhung ai néi rang ciu phai tuan thd luat ciia cé ta ch&?

“Xong béng,” Jeremy néi. “Nghe c6 vé dn choi nhdy maa roi day.”

“Hay qud,” Serena noi. “Cac ciu c6 thé sé & véi anh trai minh luén.” Cé quay lai va vay tay véi



ciu trai xanh xao bu x ng6i so vai bén quay bar. “Nay Dan. Lai day.”
Dan dirng diy va di t&i. Serena nhin thiy ciu c6 vé hoi buon.

“Cac ciu, day la Dan. Dan, diy l1a Nate, Charlie, Jeremy va Anthony. Ho sé di cing bon minh dén
Brown.”

Serena mim cwoi twoi tdn véi Dan, va cau c¢d gdng mim cudi dap lai - cau thuc sy cwdi, nhung
that dau kho Tai sao ho khong lén tau som hon ch? Ho c6 thé da uong ruou vang va an banh
sandwich cta Serena mdt cach hanh phuc thay vi phai chung chuyen véi bdn thang trwong St.
Jude hu hong sé chi hoan toan doc chiém Serena va thay doi ca sac thai caa chuyen di. Sé
chang c6 loi thi tham nao voi nhau trong nhitng bira toi thau dém, chang c6 tay nam tay dudi
gam ban. Khong dwoc ngu cung trén san phong anh trai c6. Sé khong con ky cudi tudn lang man
nita: chi 1a mot chuyén di dén truong dai hoc don thuan, mot bita tiéc vo nghia.

Toi cong!

Dan chwa bao gio thay that vong dén thé. “Tét réi,” cau ndi. Cau wéc ciu cd thé trd lai phong
minh, viét vé Ky cudi tudn Ié ra da co.

“OK, vay x6ng 1én thoi. Tot hon l1a 1én chuyén kia,” Charlie noi.
Serena khoac vao tay Dan va 16i cdu xu6ng cau thang véi c6. “Pi nao!” Co reo 1én réi chay.
Dan suyt nga sau c6. Cau khong cé lywa chon nao.

Nate bwéc sau ho, cdm thay hoi buén cho ban than. Ciu wéc gi da dwa dwoc ai do di cung, va
nguoi cau nghi dé&n khong pha1 la Blair.



Best western doi lai Motel 6

“Co 1€ bon minh nén ghé qua Middletown trén duong. Vao xem truong Wesleyan,” Aaron goi y.
Cau nhan vao cai dén Saab va mé mai che ning ra.

Ho vira di vao duong 1-95 & bang Connecticut. Blair da im lang suot ca duong trong khi Aaron
lai xe ra khdi thanh phd. M4y bai hat nhac reggae hippie vui vé né chua titng nghe dang mé
trén dan may.

“Ban mudn séng hét minh cho bdn thdn!”

Blalr tut giay ra va dat tit lén bang dong ho. “T6i khong nop ho so vao dau ngoai Yale,” cb noi.
“Nhung ching ta c6 thé ghé vao Wesleyan néu ciu muén.”

Aaron 16i mot diéu thudc tir mét cai hop thiéc ngo nghinh va cham ltra. Cau nghiéng dau sang
Blair. “Cai gi khién dang dy chic chin 1a dd dwoc thé?” cau héi.

Blair nhidn vai. “T6i da 1én ké hoach cho viéc vao dé tir liic con nho,” né giai thich. “Hut can sa
day a?”

“Khong hé,” Aaron cwoi ngodc miéng. “Pay l1a thdo mdc. Mu6n thir khong?”
Blair nhan mat va rat ra bao Merit Ultra Lights khoi tai xach. “T6i thich thit nay hon,” né noi.

“Nhiing thu' do sé glet chét dang dy,” Aaron canh bdo. Ciu chuyén xe sang lan gitra va rit mot
hoi sdu. “Pay la thir tram phan tram tw nhién.”

Blair li€c nhin ra ctra s6. N6 khong thich cdm giac bi gidng g1a1 Ve chat lugng chinh thong clia
thir thudc 14 dic biét Aaron dang hut. “Cam on, nhung khong can,” né néi, hi vong dt dé chdm
dirt cudc déi thoai.

“T¢ dang hinh dung xem dang ay co phai 1a mot ngwdi thich tiéc tung hay khong,” Aaron noi.
“Cé vé nhu té thay néu duoc xa hoi, dang 4y sé ndi loan hon nhiéu.”

Blair tlep tuc doi mat qua ctra kinh. Thyec ra thi cu ta ding, nhung né that sy khong mudn tao
lao vé diéu Aaron nghi. Mic x4c ciu ta nghi nhitng gi cau mudn nghi.

“Khong han thé,” n6 rit diéu thudc.
“Thé dang 4y c6 ban trai ch®?”

“Co

“Nhung cu ta khong mudn dén Yale?”

“Khong. Y toi la cau ay c6,” Blair dinh chinh, “nhung cau &y dén Brown cuéi tuan nay. Cau dy sé
dén do véi vai ngwoi ban.”

Aaron git dau. “Té hiéu,” ciu noéi.

Co gi do trong cach noi cua cau ta khién Blair ttrc dién 1én. Nhw the cau ta da nhin thiu chuyén
clia né va Nate hodc cho rang ct nhw 12 né phai 1ét tay va quy goi ciu xin Nate di New Haven



cung no, nhung bi tir chéi.
Aaron di ma tw swéng véi viée da lam né thiy toi té.
“Nghe nay, diy khong phai la viéc cua ciu,” Blair bat lai. “Hay chi viéc di thoi, ok?”

Aaron lac dau va chi vao cai hop thuoc 14 thdo mdc dé trén nap bang dong ho. “Pang 4y chic la
khong mudn mot diéu ch?” ciu hoi. “Né sé lam ding ay diu di.”

Blair lic dau.

“Duoc thoéi,” Aaron néi. Ciu lai xe sang lan trai va nhin ga 1én tdc dé chin mwoi dam moét gio.
Blair nhin tay cu ddt trén volang. Mong tay cai cta cdu co vét bAm tim, ngon cai deo mot cai
nhan bac hinh con ran. Néu ciu khong sdp tré thanh anh trai con dwong ctia né, sé trong kha Ia
quyén r.

Nhwng ciu lai 1a thé, nén diéu dé khong thé.
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Dan qua ngao ngan khi nght phai huat hit véi dam ban cua Nate ¢ bang ghé sau. Ca chdng duong
trén tau den Ridgefield, Serena va Nate cung dam ban toan noi chuyén vé nhitng thir Dan
chang biét. Nhu cac quan bar cau chua hé nghe noi dén, hay nhitng noi cau chua bao gio dén
dé cheo thuyen hay choi quan vot. Dan da trai qua mua he truéce lam viéc ban tho1i gian trong
hiéu sach ¢ Broadway va thoi gian con lai ¢ ctra hang ban d6 an. Cau c6 sach mién phi & hiéu
sach va & ctra hang an cau dwoc udng ca phe thoa thich. That tuyét voi. Nhung cdu khong chia
sé nhitng chuyén vun vit d6. N6 ching 1a gi nhung that dang tran trong.

Dan biét Serena khong ra vé hom hinh. Co ay chang phai 1a ngudi nhw thé. Co khong can phai
treo 1én cac bac thang xa héi - ¢6 da ¢ trén dinh roi. biéu lam cau that vong la c6 khong mudn
di riéng voi cau trén con du'(rng ma cau muon di cung. Néu c6 mudn, c6 sé khong bién ky cudi
tudn 4m ap ctia ho thanh mot bira di nga lang chip chon.

“Ai muén mot lon nao?” Serena hoi vong ra tir gh€ trwéc. Co6 quay xudng va nhir nhir méot 16¢
bia Bud sau lon.

“T¢!” Cabdn ciu kia déu la lén ddy ham hé, ké ca Nate dang lai xe.
“Khong duoc, Nate,” Serena ndi. “Cau phai lai xe cho dén khi nao d6 lai.”
“Troi a,” Nate ndi. “Té tieng say thudc ldc thi ldy bang lai ddy.”

“Xin 16i nha,” Serena bao ciu ta, chuyen mot lon bia ra sau cho Charlie. “Ai bdo cAu mu6n lam
B6 Gau Tai X&. Gior thi cau phai tra gia thoi.”

Anthony cwoi roi da vao lung ghé Nate. “Bo a, chiing ta dén noi chwa?”
“Im m6m di,” Nate hét1én cOc can. “Hoic 1a tao sé 16i ra ngoai va quit vao dit diy.”
Hang ghé sau ra lén cwoi am .

Dan ngbi co ngwoi bén clra kinh, nhin nhiing bang quang cao ludt qua trén duong 1-95, cam
thiy cuc ghét Nate va dam ban. Pau tién ching cwdp em gai ciu di va gior 1a ban gai cdu. Nhw



the ching khong phai la da c6 moi thit trén dia an bang bac & nha. Dan biét viy khong that sw
c6 1y, nhung cau chang thay dwoc d6i xr cong bang gi ca. Cau thay bwc minh.

Cau lan trong tui tim bao Camel, tay cdu run hon bao gio hét.

Co mot diéu chac chan Cau khong tham duw vao chuyén di nay vé6 ich. Ngay mai ciu sé doi dau
v&i cudc phdng van treong Brown chét tiét ciia minh.
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Aaron nhin thay mét tdm bién ctia nha nghi Motel 6[13] khoang hai mwoi dam trwéc khi dén
New Haven va ré vao dwong nhanh.

“Caulam gi thé?” Blair néi. “Pa t&i noi dau.”

“U’, nhwng day 1a Motel 6. Bon minh & day 1a d gan,” Aaron néi, nhw thé da da dé giai thich.
“Thé c6 gi hay ho véi Motel 6 vay?”

“N6 sach. N6 ré. N6 c6 truyén hinh cdp. Va may ban hang tw dong ctia né cé da thix,” Aaron noi.

“Toi twdng ching minh sé& & chd nao dep, c6 phuc vu phong ch,” Blair ndi. N6 chwa bao gio
vao mot nha nghi ca.

“Tin t¢ di,” Aaron bao, dirng xe bén ngoai van phong nha nghi.

Blair ¢ trong xe, khoanh tay lai trwéc nguwc, mat sung sia, trong khi Aaron di vao _dang ky
phong. Cdu ta ctr c6 ra vé bé trén va vor nhuw minh khong phal 12 mot thang con trai nha giau hu
hong song & ngoai 6. That bwc minh. N6 cdm thay khé chiu ghé gom khi di chung xe trong mot
cai Saab do[14] dén mot nha nghi cung mot thang con trai de tdc cudn. Bii do xe t6i mo mo va
cac phong déu che rém. Trong ctr nhw chd ngwoi ta dén dé roi mat tich khdi cudc doi cil.

Aaron quay lai voi mot cai chia khoa. “Ho chi con moi mot phong tréng. N6 c6 mot giwong c&
16m, thé diy. Pang dy thay cé dwoc khong?”

Blair nghi chic chan Aaron dang mong doi nd sé néi con tam banh 1én va nhiat muc doi phong
riéng.

“Puoc thoi,” nd nodi. N6 co thé chiu dwoc.
Aaron vao xe va danh xe ra khoi bai d6 roi quay ra duwong cai.

“Chung ta di dau bay gio vay?” Blair chat vin. N6 gheét cai ki€u cta Aaron la ct lam nhitng th&
troi o cAu ta nghi, ch chang thém ban tAm né mudn gi.

“Co mot thir tuyét voi khac Ve cac nha nghi Motel 6. Chung luén & bén canh duong cai voi
chudi siéu thi di kem, dang dy c6 thé c6 bat ctr cai gl can,” Aaron néi. Cau ré vao mot bai do cia
mot clra hang Mua Sam va Tiét Kiém, rut cai thé tin dung Mua S3m va Tiét Kiém ctia me cau ta
ra khéi vi. “Pi ndo, xai t&i bén di,” cau noi.

Blair tron tron mat lén.

[t nhat thi ciu ta ciing biét cach dung chat déo[15].
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Nate lai xe cho dén khi cau khong thé chiu ndi dwoc nita. PAm ban cit cwoi dua & ghé sau suédt
hai tiéng rudi roi, va cAu mudn mot chai bia qua.

“Té dirng lai nhé,” cdu noéi. “Té thay mot cai bién Best Western. Vao dé dwoc chir ha?”

“Nha t¢ da ¢ trong mot phong su1te[16] & mot cai Best Western & trong tiéu bang minh hoi
dwa em gai di cam trai,” Dan noi. “N6 dep diy.”

“NO c6 ca suite luon ha?” Jeremy noi. “Té nghi Best Western chi nhw nha nghi Itt hanh thoi.”
“Né6 cé phuc vu phong,” Dan néi c6 chut tw vé. “Va ti lanh day d6 uéng.”

“Chung ta nhat dinh phai chon mdt phong suite,” Charlie nai.

Dan nham mat lai va cau sao chang con cai suite nao ¢ khach san Best Western nay. Nhw thé

m&i hi vong dwoc ciu va Serena c6 thé chung phong véi nhau. Cau sao sé tét hon diéu cau hi
vong.
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Giwong & Motel 6 day nhitng do an snack. Chips Ahoy, Fritos, khoai tdy chién Wise, Smart
Food, banh s6-c6-1a khong bo, Hawaiian Punch, ph6o mat Thuy Sy pha dau nanh, banh Ritz va di
nhién la dau hop.

“T¢ cd la c6 nhitng thir tot & TNT,” Aaron noi, tha nguoi phich cai xubng cudi giwong. Ciu giat
nap mot lon Bud va ldy mot diéu thusc dac blet ciia minh ra.

Blair giii gili mot cai go6i va dat tua vao dau giwong, co gbi thu vé dwoi cam. N6 chua ting lam
thé nay bao gio - dn linh tinh va udng Bud trong phong nha nghi véi mét ga trai ma n6 chua
biét that rd, roi ngdi xem cac kénh ti-vi chan ngat nita. That 1a... khac thuong.

“T6i sé thir mot cai,” né khé ndi.

Aaron van nhin vao ti-vi va cAm lon bia, cai nhan bac hinh ran 14p lanh. “D4y, t& bao rboi ma. Die
Hard phan 2. Hay kinh khiing.”

“Va mot di€u nay,” Blair noi, chi vao di€u thudc cta ciu.

Aaron quay nguoi lai va nhé&ch miéng mim cwoi vé 1au linh. “Té da bdo dang 4y roi, ching sé
lJam ding 4y that sw diu lai.”

“Pworc r6i,” Blair diém tinh dap lai.
N6 da c6 nhitng ngay qua that stress. Tai sao khong thw gian di chr?

Aaron bung mot di€éu cho né va dwa né mot bao diém. “Can thin dirng rit qua nhanh, khéng
kéo s& nwéng phdi ddy.”

Blair_tron mat 1én, buc bdi. N6 biét hat thudc 1 thé ndo chi. Lung ao Aaron c6 dong chit
QUYEN LU’C VE TAY NHAN DAN, cling khién no6 thay buc doc. Ciu ta ctx lam nhw ciu ta dé choi,
tw do va c6 nhdn thirc chinh tri r6 rang vay. No danh diém va cham thudc. Chi mot diéu théi,
mot vai ngum bia va c6 thé mot cai banh vong, 1a né sé di ngi sém.



Ngay mai no sé c6 twong lai cia minh dé con tranh dau.
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Phong cua Best Western co hai giwrong doi va mot sofa kéo thanh giwvong. Co nhirng birc tranh
di sdn trén tuong, va qua ctra s6 16n hinh chit nhat Ia quang canh mot hdi cho dia phwong dong
cra vao mua dong. Vong du quay 1o liing trong dém nhw mot bd xwong ctia ngudi béo phi. Dan
khong thé roi mat khoi dé.

Nate va ddm ban dat mét chéng banh pizza va mot két bia. Ho ndm ra khap givong gianh giat
nhau diéu khlen ti-vi. ]eremy mudén xem phim khiéu dam trén kénh tra tién. Nate mudn xem
mot b phim mién T4y ki€u Y[17] cii trén kénh Bravo. Charlie lai mudn tat hét dén di, mé cira
s6 va nghe Radioheat trén dau dia CD.

Serena dang tam. Dan c6 thé ngti thdy mui hoi nudc bay ra tir dudi ctira budng tam. C6 mui
nhw 0ai hwong va sap nén. Serena dang hat.

“Voulez vous couchez avec moi, ce soir?”
Vang, Dan mud6n ngu cung c¢d dém nay. Mudn lam. Nhung dwong nhw diéu d6 chang thé xay ra.

“Nay, con trai cac cau dung c6 ma ddy m& pepperoni ra giwong to ddy,” Serena giong gia, mo
ctra phong tam ra, trén nguoi quan trong cai khan tam trang cda khach san.

“Ai ngu cung giwvong cau?” Anthony hoi, o lén r6 to.

“T¢ chua quyet dinh duoc,” Serena dap ‘Nhung néu cic ciu ¢ va danh ram trén cai giwong do
roi thi té co Ié sé ngt trén cai khac.”

C6 budc qua phong dén cho cai tui ctia minh va 16i ra mot cai 4o len chui ddu mau xam va mot
cai quin ng6 vai flannel tron.

Cac ciu trai déu nhin c6. Kh6 ma khéng nhin duorc.

“Va cling dirng c6 ma dn hét banh pizza diy,” Serena noi, tién vao phong tim dé thay do. “Té
dang doéi day.”

Dan cham diéu thuoc tay cdurun ban bt hon bao gio hét. Cau ding day khoi cai ghé canh clra
s6, cam lon bia va ngdi xudng sépha. Cau tét hon dirng lam cai gi ca. Cau s& udng say 1a hon.

Serena tr¢ ra khoi phong tam trong cai 4o len chui dau va quan ngd. C6 cdm 1én mot lon bia va
mot miéng pizza, ngoi xuong sopha canh Dan. That Ia thach thirc khi c6 ba cdu khac trong
chuyen di. Bai tho Dan da gui c6 chi noi vé tinh yéu va cai chet va viéc cau muon duoc tiép tuc
sdng ra sao vi cé c. Serena rat thich Dan, nhung cau thuc su can duoc cliing c§ niém tin.

“Tir nay dén khi vao dai hoc,” c6 noi, cham cai banh pizza cia minh vao lon bia ctua Dan.
“Chang vui sao néu tt ca chiing minh cung tién thing vao Brown?”

Dan git gii, quang lon bia ra sau, va ding day 1y lon khac. I, nhw thé'sé vui cd théi, cau nghd.

Thdt vui nhon.

kkk



Blair ndm ngtra trén giwong, dé tai banh Ritz bén phai mit trai, nhin 1én trin bang con mit
phai. M6t con nhén ti xiu bo quanh béng den trén dau.

“Kinh qua. C6 mot con nhén trén tran,” né bao Aaron. N6 da uong 3 lon bia va an 4 cai banh
vong. N6 dang an banh quy Ritz va tung tée phé mat trong lic trang miéng.

“Biét bon minh quén gi khéng?” Aaron noi, da nhirng lon bia rong ra khoi giwong va véc mot
ndm Fritos cho vao miéng.

“Nwdc?” Blair hoi. N6 da an qua nhiéu dwdng, mudi va mo nén gio kha khat.

Ba di€u thudc thdo mdc no hut cling khong gitup dwoc gi.

“Khong,” Aaron noéi. “Keo.”

Blair mim cudi. Mot cai KitKat chic sé duorc.

“Duoc,” n6 noi.

Ho nhdn buwéc di khoi phong xuong sanh ra may ban hang tw dong. Blair bat cwoi khi n6 nhin
thay tdm tham giita sdnh. ThAm mau nau va c6 nhitng hinh xoay dé. Ai di trang tri nhitng cho
nay co ch&?

Aaron dirng trueéc may ban hang, dam chiéu. “T¢ khong thé quyét dwgc,” cdu noi.

Blair dirng bén canh cdu ta. Ho c6 KitKat, nhung ciing c6 Twixes, Snickers va Almond Joys.
That 1a mot sw lwa chon kho khan.

“Bon minh c6 bao nhiéu tién 1é?” Blair hoi nghiém tdc.

Aaron ngira ban tay ra. Ho c6 di dé mua chinh xac hai thanh ru@i keo. Hay 1a hai thanh keo va
vai cdi keo cao su.

Blair pha 1én cwoi IAn niva. “T6i dwoc diém A & ky thi Todn dw bi, va téi khong thé 1dy dwoc mot
thanh keo quen,” n6 noi.

Aaron ldy ba dong hai lam xu va nhét vao 16. Rdi cau tdm ldy tay Blair. “OK, nhdm mit lai va 1ay
mot cai.”

Cau dua tay né huong ¢ dén cai may cho dén khi nhitng ngén tay né cham vao nit va nghe thay
co thi¥ roi xuodng day cai may. N6 cui xuéng dé nhit 1én.

“Doi da!” Aaron thét 1én, day noé ra sau. “Hay lam ti€p ct khac va xem bon minh cé gi.” Ciu tha
ba dong hai ldm xu khac vao 16.

Blair co gang nh¢ vi tri keo KitKat ¢ dau, nhuwng khong thé. N6 an cai nat khac, va lai ¢c6 cai gl
roi xuong day may ban hang Blair m& mat ra va nhao ra trudc dé 1dy chién loi pham. Mot
thanh Almond Joy va mot goi Lifesavers.

“Lifesavers? Khong doi nao!” N6 thét lén.

“Doi nay!” Aaron noi, giat 1ay thanh Almond Joy khéi tay n6 va chay bién khéi sanh.
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“Doi d3, cua t6i!” Blair hét1én va vo tay tom 14y phia sau ciu, truot trén tam tham mong vi di
t4t. Da hai gio sang. Cudc phong van cua no chi khong day 9 tleng sau, va né ghét phai thwra
nhan diéu nay, nhwng thurc sw1a né dang c6 khoanh khac that vui.

Yale, sao ma chat hep.

kkok

Dan nam trén givong sofa keéo, lang nghe tleng Charlie ngay nhe bén canh. Bén kia phong
Serena dang ngu trén mot cai giwong doi voi Athony, hay la Nate? Cau khong thé nhin roé duorc.
Miéng c6 hé m¢ trén gdi, va cau c6 thé nhin thay rdng clra c6 sang lap lanh trong anh trang.
Ngoai kia, vong du quay 1o mo nhu mot con mat khong 16 dang theo doi ho. Dan huwong mat
vao tuong. Cau mudn ddy va viét mot bai tho, , nhung cau lai dé quyen s0 tay & nha mat roi. Cau
da tuong minh s€ qua ban ron voi viéc vui vé cung Serena dé co thé v1et bat ctr cai gi nghlem
chinh vao dip cu6i tuan thé nay. Cau vira nhan ra duoc rang ching cé gi di theo cach ma ban
nghi no sé€ di.

Cudc doi that am dam va roi ban chét. C6 thé dé 1a nhitng gi Sartre da that sw c6 gang ndi ra
trong Kin Cua.

Dan chui ra khéi chd nam va dirng day. Khi di vao nha tam dé lay mot c6c nwdc, ciu budc
ngang qua giwong cho Serena va Nate dang ngu. RG rang la Nate, cau c6 thé nhin o lic nay. Va
trén cai goi gitra ho la tay ho... xiét chat vao nhau.

Ho ndm tay nhau cd trong gidc ngu.
Dan quay lai, nhat 1y cay but & ban dau giwong, di vao phong tam va khoa trai lai.

Khi ban khong the nhin duoc viéc phai viét mot bai tho tan nat trai tim vé sy phi Iy hién sinh
clia con ngudi, cd cudn gidy toilet sé ludén chi 1a mot nhdm mudi bé bé.

kkk

Blair biét né dang ngu that vui. G6i Chip Ahoy ngay sat mat no va van dang mac ao 16t, nhung
n6 sé chiu dwoc diéu dé vao budi sang. Da day n6 no cang va am, va n6 thit sw cin tim cach
non ra néu né mudn mdc vira cai quan da wa thich, nhung théi, co thé doi dén sang. Bén canh
ng, Aaron dang cwoi trong gac ngu va vo hai tay vao nhau, nhu thé cau ta dang cd goi con ché
cua minh vay. Woofie? b6 la tén cho cua cau ta? Blair co nhcr nhung ch1u N6 o thé nh& rang vi
sao minh lai ¢ day, trong mot phong nha nghl xa la voi Aaron va mai toc udn lon cda ciu ta.
Nhung that thud vi khi ngt thlep di trong mui thom cda banh quy, s6-c6-la va khéi thudc 14
tram phan tridm thién nhién ctia ciu ta. Lam né nhé dén Nate.

Hirm. Hinh nhw ai d6 cu6i cung ciing lam t6c né x6a xuéng. Hinh nhw ai dé cling quén yéu ciu
1& tAn nha nghi goi danh thikc.
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Khuyen cao: Tat ca nhirng tén thit vé noi chon, con ngwoi va sw kién déu dwoc thay doi hoac
viét tit dé bao dam khach quan. Cu thé 13 tén to.



Xin chao cac cau!

Nhitng nguwoi bi bo lai

Okay, moi ngwoi di dau mat tiéu ca ro6i? T¢ c6 nén cam thdy nhw mot ké thua cudc toan dién
khi phai & lai thanh phd lic cudi tuan hay khong? T¢ da di tham truong dai hoc minh chon
mua hé nay roi - ciing cha sao néu té la mot dira treot. DU sao té ciling biét ro trwdng nao hay
va truong nao do, va toé khong biét cai gi c6 thé loc duoc tir dam catalog. Ly do duy nhit doéi
vo1i to la di tham cac truong bay gio thi to co thé tiéc tung voi nguoi ¢ do, va thang than ma
nodi thi té nght bon minh co diém phay cao nhit trong mon tiéc tung & thanh phd New York cii

k§ yén am nay.

Du sao thi moi ngwdi cling khong c6 & thanh phé, nhung ching té khong bi mit lién lac. M& e-
mail xem t& c6 thw gi nao.

E-mail cta ban:

8 Gai Nhizu Chuyén nay,

T¢ lam viéc & Motel 6 ngay ngoai thi tran trong cam & bang Connecticut. Cai cAu dé thuong di
xe Saab do véi co nang nguoi New York ré vao do dung khong? DI nhién t& phai thay ai di cung
cau ta chtr. Cai c6 nang trong kha 1a dong danh, chan thanh ma noi thi khong phai la loai cau ta
thich. DU sao thi t& ciing da xong viéc va vé nha nhung t& biét ho chac chan dang che chén véi
nhau trong phong ho. Co I€ 1a sudt dém, vi ca hanh lang sac mui kh01 thudc rat la. Anh dén bat
trong xe ho lic t& di khéi. T¢ hi vong ho s& tat n6 di néu khong ac quy sé tam tit hom nay cho
ma xem.

- Kiera3

Bl Kiera3 than mén,

0i, nghe nhuw thé B sé c6 mot budi sang kinh hoang day.

- GNC

B Gai Nhiu Chuyén o,

T¢ ciing di Yale hom thi sau, va té dang o Motel 6. Phai, t& biét B va anh trai con bd duong la
thé nao, gan nhw 1a ho hang. thng té thé la té thay ho dua cot nhau trong bai do xe. Thé co ky
quac khong7

- Nang Hong

Bl Nang Hong than mén,

T& chang mudn tin ban vi ding 1a diéu d6 ky quic that.

- GNC



L8 G4i Nhidu Chuyén than,

T& nghe ndi canh sat da dot nhap vao mot khach san Best Western & vung Mass, va bat qua
tang mot bita ché chén cla toan choai choai. R rang la ai dinh vao dém d6 déu b1 tong giam.
Bao cho ban dé biét.

- Chu6n chuon

B3 chudn chudn mén,

T& khong biét liéu ban cla té cé dai dot d€ bi bat gitt hay khong. Té hi vong 1a khong!

- GNC

Nhitng canh trong thiy

Hay can quét thanh ph6 nhé? J lang thang trong Cong vién Trung tdm hom thit sdu sau gior hoc.
Chac han c6 bé nhé N kinh khung. V cham chut xong nhirng phan hoan thién cho bo phim cua
minh. C6 dang lam mot man gi¢i thiéu tai quan The Five and Dime cudi tuan nay. Rat tw hao vé
cb dy, néu ban héi té. D mua mot hop dao cao & hiéu thudc trén duwong s6 42 truwdce khi buéc
vao Nha ga Trung tam hém thit sau. Han ciu muon dep dé va sach rau ria khi gdp S. A mua mot
tdm thiép Hallmark diéu da & CVS hom thit sau trén dwong di 1y xe. Ai sé duoc ting day nhi?
T4t ca c6 vay. Té chic sé c6 nhiéu tin hon khi moi nguoi tré lai.

Hay lam viéc tot nhé.

Cac ciu biét cic ciu yéu té ma!

GNC



Budi sing hom sau

Binh minh roi qua clra s0, hun nong cai goi Chip Ahoy da dé nhirng lat khoai chay ra. Blair nguri
thdy mui s6-co-la day 1én va tinh glac N6 tron mat 1én, va phai Aaron, va roi lan sang hwong
khac, de lén cai gbi Fritos da voi ntra.

“Cut that,” no 1dm bam. N6 gio dong ho 1én gan mat va nhin chdm chdm vao dé. Bu6i phong
van & Yale ctia no bat dau ldc 11 gio. N6 dang nam sap mat lén mot goi Fritos trong mot phong
nha nghi t6i tan & ving East Asshole, Connecticut va da muwoi gioroi.

“Chét mat!” Blair rit 1én, nhay x6 ra khoi giwong. “Aaron. Day thoi! Ngay!”

Kh6 ma khong nhan ra sy hoang loan trong giong cta Blair. “May gior r6i?” Aaron 1am bam. Ciu
ngdi day, lac 1dc dau nhw van con ngai ngu.

“Mudi rudi roi!” Blair thét 1én véi ciu, luc tung tai xach 1én. N6 tham chi con chang thém treo
quan 4o 1én, cai vdy mdc phdng van van nhau nhi. Chuyén gi sai véi n6 thé? Ching 1é day khéong
phai la ngay quan trong nhit doi né hay sao?

“Purng lo,” Aaron noi.
That d& dé ndi ra diéu do.
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“Cam di!” Blair gao lén, ném cai gidy Gucci den vao ciu ta. “DPay hoan toan 1 16i cia may!
Aaron kéo cai chin 1én dé gdi mong. “Loi gi cuia t6?”
“Cam miéng di,” Blair n6i. N6 vo quin 4o, dung dung chay vao phong tim, dong sam stra lai.

“T& sé xem ho ¢ ca phé & quay 1€ tAn khong nhé,” Aaron goi v&i cho Blair nghe thiy. “T¢ sé tra
phong va doi cau & xe.”

Cau vung chan trén san va x0 quan jeans vao. ROi ciu dirng day va soi gwong. Mot lon toc dung
dtrng 1én gitta dinh dau. C6 mot vét s6-co-la trén 4o phong. Aaron nhun vai. Cau khong phai la
nguoi phai di dw phong Van Cau khoac 4o jacket vao va vo lay chia khéa phong. Ching cé 1y gi
Blair lai két tdi cau dwoc vi da [am hong doi né. Cau sé dua né téi noi.

Trong nha tam, Blair ky co ngudi mot cich cau kinh khi né tranh thi nhim lai cac ciu hoi
phong van trong dau.

Tai sao chon Yale? B&i vi n6 la t6t nhat. T6i khong dén trwdng dai hoc chi dé cho vui. Téi muén
duoc hoc nhitng thay gido t6t nhat va lwa chon dwoc nhitng khoa hoc t6t nhat va tién nghi tot
nhat. T6i khong muén chi hoc cho xong bén ndm troi. Téi mudn dwoc thir thach.

Hdy néi cho toi biét vé bdn thdn ban. Ban la mau nguwdi thé nao? Toi rat biét cach t6 chirc (cuoi
tham). Ban be toi nght t6i thudc dang di thuong. Toi tham vong,. T6i khong the chiu duoc y
nghi lam cai gi ciing binh binh. To6i rat kién quyét. Toi thuc day ban than dén mitc tot nhat c
thé. Toi thay minh c6 chit wong nganh. Toi rat nang hoat dong xa hoi. Toi to chirc cac bira lién
hoanva 1& tir thién. T6i c6 gdng séng c6 nhan thirc chinh tri, cho du dung la véiviéc doc cac thi
0 truong, toi phal thtra nhan la minh khong doc bao hang ngay. Toi yéu dong vat. Toi c6 gang
lam mot ngudi con gai, mot nguoi chi co suy nghi chin chan va lam nhitng diéu t6t dep cho gia
dinh t6i ma khéng cho ho yéu cau.



Ai la hinh mdu ctia ban? Tdi c6 hai. Jacqueline Kennedy va Audrey Hepburn. Ho déu 1a nhirng
phu nit n6i bat, manh mé, dang kinh va xinh dep. Pay thanh lich.

Blair khéa voi nwéc va vo 14y khdn tam. N6 khong co thoi gian dé goi dau nira. Hi ‘vong khong
sac mui khoi. No soi guwong. Mat n6 swng hip, va mdt vét bAm nho do do bén trén long may
trai. N rora mat bang slta dudng da dua chudt va thoa kem La Mer du¢i mat. Du sao thi Yale sé
khong nhan no chi vi ngoai hinh. N6 mac cai ao cai ctc Calvin Klein xanh nhat, vay DKNY x€ép ly
va tat den. R6i n6 budc téc ra sau thanh dudi ngwa. Thé day N6 trong nhuw mot c6 gai hay lang
thang trong hiéu sach tim doc tho. N6 trong nghiém tiic va théng minh.

Blair luc trong tai dung my pham 14y hop Stila cia minh. N6 chai mot it phan hong sang quanh
ma, song m{i va tran. Roi boi it son bong khong mau 1én mobi. N6 da sdn sang nhuw thé lic nao
cling vay.

Tam quén di cam giac hoi hop kho chiu trong da day dang con lén, Blair nhét cac thir vao tui
xach, x6 chan vao doi giay Gucci, mic cai 4o khoac len den vao, va lao ra khoi phong, N6 1a
nguoi biét to chirc, ‘tham vong, kién quyet c6 nhan thic chinh tri... n6 xuéng dén bic cudi cung
cau thang va day ctra ra bai do xe. Cai nap capd dung ding trén chiéc Saab. Aaron dang quanh
quan bén dong co, noi cai gi nhw cai kep vao ac quy. Blair dirng khung lai va uat nghen trong
hoi thé.

Cai quai gi khong 6n véi cai xe khén kiép vay?

Aaron quay lai va nhin liéc sang Blair. “Ac quy hong,” ciu néi. “Bon minh dé quén dén ca dém.”

“Bon minh?” Blair danh roi tdi va ddm chin day tic gidn. “Biy gi¢ téi phai lam gi?” N6 khoc
thét lén.

Ngum quan ly sé khéi dong gitip bon minh,” Aaron néi, hdt mai téc cuén 16 ctia minh ra sau
i. “Sé on thoi.”

“Xin 101, nhung chd cé gi 6n cd. Chung ta phai dén dé ngay bay gi¢!” Blair gao 1én, du Aaron
dirng ngay trwé'c mat no.

Mot nguoi phu nit toc nhudm vang trac ti tudn ngd diu ra bén canh ttr mot chiéc Suburban ci.
C6 dé dong co van nd va di ra.

“Lam viéc nay nhanh lén nao,” c6 bao Aaron. “T6i khong thich dé dién thoai reo.” C6 nang cai
nap trwdc xe Suburban lén.

Blair nhin dong ho lan nita. P4 mwoi rudi.
“Ttr day dén Yale con xa khéng a?” n6 hoi.

“Truong dai hoc a ay a? Khoang hai muoi lam dam,” ngwdi phu nit noi. “Con trai téi ciing téi do.
N6 di mat khoang hai mwoi phat.”

Blair lo lang. Chwa bao gi® né cé y nghi con trai cia nhitng loai ngudi lam chi Motel 6 c6 thé
dén Yale duorc.

“Khé&i dong cai nay thi mat bao lau?”

Aaron dwa cho ngwoi phu nit cai kep dé néi diy. Cau cuwoi. “O, c6 thé tir nam phut dén hai



tiéng,” cau no6i, nhady mat véi ngudi chd nha nghi.
'"

Blair 4p chéo hai tay trwérc ngue. “Ching ta lay dau ra hai tié€ng!

Aaron m¢ clra xe Saab va bat dau khéi dong, khéi dong xang vai lan d€ chic rang van 6n va roi
cai xe cling no. Ciu dé dong co chay va ra hiéu cho Blair chui vao xe.

“Dang 4 ay may man ddy,” cu ndi, va nhady mat lan nita véi nguoi chu nha nghi. Co tat may xe
minh va Aaron thao day cap, dong nap xe lai. CAu chui vao ngoi canh Blair, 1y ra mot cai phong
bi khoi tui 4o khoac va dwa cho no.

Blair mé né ra. P6 1a mot ci thiép Hallmark kh4 diéu véi hinh mét co gai nhé. TANG EM GAI
TOI, thiép viét vay. CHO NGAY DAC BIET CUA CO AY.

“San sang chwa?” Aaron hai.

Blair gap cai thiép lai. ‘ ‘Hay lai xe di, lam on,” nd de nghi. No so 1én vét bAm trén tran. Duong
nhw vét bam 1én 1én theo cap s6 nhan qua tirng phut mot.

Diém manh Ién nhdt ciia ban?

T6i chwa bao gior bé cudc.

Va diém yéu nhdt ciia ban?

Toi hoi thiéu kién nhan mot chat. Nhung chi mot chut thoi.

Vang, diung thé.



J choi dep

“Tai sao con khong ra ngoai chay bo hay lam gi di ch&?” Rufus Humphrey go1i y cho con gal vao
sang thit bay. Ong tim soi rau cam bac bi roi xudng vién cd 4o 16t di § vang cia minh. “Me con
la ngwdi chay bo day.”

Jenny cau kinh. N6 ghét néi dén me. “Me chi chay véi ngudi huan luyén riéng. Ho ngti véi nhau,
b6 khong nhé a?”

B6 né nhun vai. “Con trong cé vé buén chan, viy thoi,” 6ng néi. “Mudn di xem phim vé&i bo
khong?”

“Khong,” Jenny néi, n6 nhap ngum tra. “Con tha & nha xem ti-vi con hon.”

“Puoc thoi,” bo no noi. “Hay chic chan Ia chi xem nhing thir c6 giao duc nhé. Con biét diy, nhw
13 Phé Vng dy.” Ong gb vao dinh dau Jenny bang t& Times thir bay va di vao nha tam.

Jenny ngoi canh ban bép, nhin vao cdc cia minh. Marx, con méo muwép béo 4, nhdy 1én ban va
Co vao tai no.

“Tao chan qua,” Jenny bao né. “Theo may thi c6 chan khéng cht?”

Marx ngdi xudng va li€ém cai bung to bw ctia minh. R6i né nhay khdi ban va dén chd cai bat thirc
an cuia con meo.

Khi chwa c6 1o giai dap, hay an da.

Jenny ding day va mé& ctra td lanh. N6 ding d6 mot 1at, nhin cham cham vao bén trong. Pho
mat Thuy Si. Mot binh nwéc nho. Sira da bi chua. Mot hop banh bot ngd nuéng dé trong ti lanh
dé tranh gian. Mot cai bAnh nwéng x6p kiéu Anh tro troi.

bién thoai reo.

Jenny khong dung diy. Poi nao diy la dién thoai cia né. Nate, Dan, Serena - ho déu di ca roi.
Tiéng chudng reo lan nita, lan nita va lan nita.

“Jenny, sao thé ha!” N6 nghe thiy tiéng bd n6 hét 1én trong nha tam.

Jenny déng sip ctra tl lanh va nhac dién thoai 1én.

“Al6?” N6 ndi.

“Chao Jennifer, Vanessa day.”

“Chao chi,” Jenny dap.

“Dan c6 day khong?”

“Khong. Dan Ién Brown v&i Serena roi. Anh 4y khéng bao chi a?” Jenny héi.

“Khong.”



“La nhi,” Jenny noi.
“U. Bon nay that sw khong n6i chuyén nhiéu gian day,” Vanessa noi.

“O ” Jenny quay lai tti lanh va mé& ra. Phé mat Thuy Si. N6 c6 thé ru¢i phé mat mém lén banh
x6p ki€u Anh.

“0k, dwge roi, chi nghi néu cau ay khong co do, cau 4y han khong c6 d4,” Vanessa noi. Giong co
nghe kha that vong. That vong va ton thwong.

Toan bd tro tung hirmg ciu chit clia Vanessa vé anh ban trai lanh dam khong danh ltra duoc
Jenny mot phut. Vanessa hoan toan pha1 long Dan. Né&u Dan bdo Vanessa rang cdu sé cuoi co
néu co dé téc dai ra, mdc d6 mau sang va tap thé duc nhiéu hon, Vanessa sé& lam ngay. Jenny
cam thay kha thu*crng cho cd.

Jenny nhét gbi pho mat Thuy SI Vao lai gia cua no. “Nay, em c6 cau hoi nay hoi ngo ngan ti,”
néi, quyét dinh cw x{ than thién. “Chi c6 mudn lam gi d6 hém nay khéng? Y em 13, bon mlnh

y?"
Im lang mot 1at. C6 thé cam thiy sw do dw cia Vanessa.

“C6,” cd noi. “Chi sé chiéu phim cia minh & quan The Five and Dime trwa nay. Em c6 thé dén
va bon minh sé di choi sau dé.”

Jenny dong ctra tu lanh lai va twa vao. Vanessa Chang phal la nguoi no thich tha nhat trén thé
giéi, nhung né con biét lam gi khi Nate da di roi? “Pwoc roi,” né dap. “Em sé gap chi & d6.”

Ai biét dwoc nhi? N6 va Vanessa tham chi rit cuc tré thanh ban be.



Phong van: l1am thé nao dé gay an twong

“Cam on em vi da ng01 doi,” nguoi phong van Blair néi, di nhw bay vao phong doi son xanh
lanh ngat ctia phong gido vy truwong Yale, noi Blair da ng01 ngay do trén mép mot cai ghe dwa
hon mudi lam phut. Aaron da gan nhuw dam sam phai vai nguoi dé dwa né vao day dung gio, va
sau day hda ra n6 phai ngoi doi. Gio thi né cr nhw mét ké suy nhwoc thin kinh.

“Xin chao!” Blair néi the thé, nhay dwng 1én. N6 vung tay ra. “To6i la Blair Waldorf.”

Nguwoi phong van la mot ngwoi dan ong cao, ram nang, c6 mai téc bac & thai dwong va doi mat

mau luc lap lanh. Anh ta bat tay no. Rat vui dugc gap em. Toi la ]ason Anh ta quay nguo1i di

Va dan né Vao van phong. Quan 16t ctia anh ta chat han 1én sau méng, Blair da kip dé y thay.
“Mdi em ngoi,” anh ta néi, bat chéo chan va chi vao cai ghé banh boc nhung xanh doi dién.

Anh ta goi cho né nhé dén bo minh.

Blair ngbi xudng va bat chéo chan. N6 phai di ti€éu. C6 miy soi 16ng méo trén vay gio né mai
nhan ra.

“Nao, hdy noi cho toi biét vé ban than em,” Jason néi, mim cuwoi v6i no bang déi mat mau luc
rat dep ctia minh. Xanh luc, gibng ctia Nate.

“U'm,” Blair bat dau. N6 ching thé nhé ndi lidu day co6 1a mot trong sO nhitng ciu hoi n6 da
chuan bi hay khong. Dwdrng nhwr qua u u minh minh. Cho téi biét vé bdn thdn em. Bao anh ta cai
gi day?

N6 xoay cai nhan qua roi xoay lai quanh ngdn tay. N6 that sw, that sw phai di tiéu.

Blair hit hoi sau va bat d4u noéi. “Toi song & thanh pho New York. Tgi c6 mot em trai. Cha me
toi da ly di. Toi song véi me, ba sap cudi, con bo toi song bén Phap. Ong 4y Ia nguoi dong tinh
luyén 4i. Ong thich mua sam. Tdi c6 mdt con méo, va anh trai con du'o'ng toi la Aaron co6 mot
con ché. Con meo cta toi ghét con cho, vi thé toi khong biét roi sé ra sao.” Co ngung lai dé the
va nhin Ién. C6 nhan ra rang trong toan bd thoi gian ¢ noi, co chi nhin Cham cham vao doi giay
da den bong 16n cua Jason. Chi la mot tinh trang thi dau chang ai thing ca. C6 da quyét dung
cach giao tiép bing mat. C6 da quyét phai gay an twong.

“T6i hiéu,” Jason diu dang néi. Anh ta ghi nhanh vao tip gidy.

“Anh dang viét gi diy a?” Blair hdi, vieon ra trweéc dé€ nhin.

Mot tiéng kéu thwong, that 1a mot cd giao bong chang ai thang khac.

“Chi mot vai ghi chép théi,” Jason ndi, che nhirng gi vira viét bang tay. “Hay ndi tdi nghe tai sao
em quan tam dén trwong Yale.”

Cau nay thi né da chuin bi roi.

“T6i muon noi tot nhat. Toi la ngwoi gidi nhit. Va toi dang duoc noi tot nhat,” Blair noi day tuw
tin. N6 chau may. Noi vdy nghe khong dung. Chuyén gi sai thé& nhi? “Cha tbi da hoc & Yale, anh
biét ddy,” n6 voi thém vao. “Luc d6 6ng 4y chwa dong tinh.”

Jason nhiu may va viét voi vao gidy. “Vang, ding la 6ng y tirng hoc & diy phai khong?”



Blair kin ddo gio tay che miéng ngap. N6 mét moi cuc ky, d6i giay dang di lam chan né dau nhu
dan. N6 thoi khong bt chéo chan nita, ti khuyu tay xuéng dau goi, va tut gidy ra khéi got chan.
Nhuw thé d& hon.

Chi trir viéc nhw thé trong nd lai giong nhw dang ngoi & bon cau.

Khi Jason cam cui viét, cai khuy mangset hinh chir l6ng bang vang anh lén duoi nang thang 11
lanh léo dang roi qua ctra so. Bo Blair cling da deo khuy mangsét giong nhu thé vao téi sinh
nhat né. Cai budi tdi ma tir d6 moi con tai wong sé 1ong.

“Em c6 thé ndi cho t6i biét vé mot quyén sach em thich doc gin day khong?” Jason ngang lén.

Blair nhin anh ta cham cham nin 6c dé nhcr ra tén cua mot cudn sach - bat cir cuén nao -
nhung né khong thé nghi ra ndi du mét cudn.

Gdu Winnie the Pooh? Kinh Thanh? Cudn tir dién vé Chda w - that sy khong ning né dén thé.

C6 cai gl d6 go vao trong ndo Blair. Hay diing hon, ndo né da tat ngdm hoan toan va c6 cai gi
khac chiém linh roi.

Viéc nay chwa hé dwoc khuyén cio truwdc trong mot budi phdng van vao dai hoc quan trong.

“T6i khong doc duoc nhiéu trong vai thang gan day,” Blair thii nhan, moi run ridy. N6 nham mat
lai, nhwr thé dang dau. “Moi viéc rat réi loan.”

No nh¢ lai - nir nhan vat chinh trong bé phim bi doi no. N6 hinh dung minh dang nhin cham
cham ra b1en trén mot ba1 cat hoang Vang, madc mot chlec ao khoac den di mwa hop thoi trang.
Mua va nwéc bién tap vao khuén mat né, hoa lan véi nwéc mit.

“T6i da an cap mot chiéc quan pajama,” Blair ti€p tuc day kich tinh. “P€ tdang cho ban trai. T6i
khong biét cai gi da xui khién minh lam thé, nhung to6i nghl do6 1a mot dau hiéu, phai khong a?”
N6 liéc nhin Jason. “Nate thdm chi chang them cam on t61.”

Jason nhém nguwoi khong thodi mai trén ghé. “Nate?”

Blair rut mot ca1 khan glay Kleenex trén ban ctia anh ta va hi miii am 1. “T6i da nghi dén viéc
két thuc tat ca,” no tuyén bo. “To6i da lam moi sw tré nén tram trong. Nhung t6i dang 6 gang
diing cam va chéo l4i minh.”

Jason da ngung ghi chép. Mot ciu trai thap tho bén ctra s6, mac cai 4o dong phuc Yale. “Thé con
veé thé thao? Em c6 thich thé thao cht?”

Blair nhun vai. “Toi choi quan vot. Nhung chi 1a thw t6i can dén dé bat dau lai. Bat dau mot
cudc doi maéi,” né ndi. N6 tudt not cai glay bén pha1 ra, dat ban chan phai Ién dau g6i trai va
bt dau xoa bop ngoén chan. “Né cirng qua,” Blair néi thém day mét mai.

Jason déng nap but lai va gai vao tii 4o somi. “0... em c6 cau héi ndo mudn hoéi tdi khong?”
Blair th01 nan ngon chan va tha chan Xuong san. N6 dich cai ghé ra trwéc va lan tim dau goi
Jason. “Néu anh co thé hita cho em dwoc vao treong som, em hira sé la sinh vién Pai hoc Yale
gidi nhat tirng c6,” né néi day tha thiét. “Anh c6 thé hira véi em diéu d6 khong, Jason?”

Oi. Chta. 0. Vinh biét Pai hoc Yale, xin chiao cao ddng cong dong!



Jason do vao tui, tém lay cai but va viét nhanh gi dé 1én tip gidy, roi gach chan hai lan.
Poan xem anh ta viét gi. TRO QUAI PAN?

“T6i s& xem toi c6 thé lam gi,” Jason néi. Anh ta dirng lén va chia tay ra lan nita. “Cam on rat
nhiéu vi da dén du phong van.” Anh ta bat tay Blair. “Chic may man.”

Blair lach vdi chan vao giay va mim cwoi day thing loi véi anh ta. “Hen gap anh mua thu téi,”
né noi.

R6i né dirng kiéng chin 1én va hon vao ma anh ta.

Nhuw thé n6 chwa gy du an twong.



Poan xem ai vao dwo'c Brown?

“Té twdng td sé lo ldng hon nita co,” Serena néi, dim chan lén dong 1a kho bén ngoai tdoa nha
Corliss-Brackett, toa nha nho bang gach, noi dat phong gido vu trwong Pai hoc Brown.

Co thirc day trén giwong khach san trong khi van ndm tay Nate. Khi cAu mé& mit ra mot lat sau,
ho mim cwoi véi nhau, va Serena biét moi thir da tr¢ lai binh thuwong gitra ho. Van con Blair dé
dwong dau, va ho sé khong bao gio, gan giii nhu ho da tirng. Moi chuyén da khac. Nhung cai
nhin nghi ngai da bién mat trong mat Nate, va ca cai nhin mong nhé nita. C6 chi 1a mot nguoi
ban cli. C6 dang tin cay.

“Minh ciing chang lo gi,” Nate ndi. “Y minh 1a chuyén té nhit cé thé xay ra - nguoi ta khong
nhan minh. Thi sao nao?”

“U",” Dan dong tinh, mdc du cdu that sy lo lang. Cau cam thay lanh néi da ga, run lén va nhu thé
say ca phé. Cau da ngoi & hanh lang khach san Best Western hai tiéng dong ho 'sang nay, doc
bao roi uong ca phé hét cdc nay dén céc khac. Ciu rit mot hoi dai diéu Camel trwée khi liéng né
vao bui ram. “San sang vao trong chwa?”

“T¢ thich bon minh noi chiic nhau chut gi trwdc khi vao,” Serena noi, kéo ao khoac kin quanh
nguoi.

“Hay thé6i,” Nate n6i, ddm nhe vao tay c6.

“0ai,” Serena cwoi khé. C6 ddm tra. “Po dau dat.”

Dan cau c¢6 nhin xuéng giay. Ciu ghét cai cach ho thodi mai bén nhau.
Serena quay lai va hon vao ma Dan. “Chiic may man,” ¢6 lAm ram.
Nhw thé ciu chwa du lo 4u.

ROi c6 quay sang va ciing hon Nate.

“May con ba man nao,”[18] Nate ndi roi mé ctra.
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Ngwoi phong van Serena la mot nguoi 1on tudi c6 cdp mat xanh sac lem va bd rau mudi tiéu
ram. Ong ta tham chi chdng thém gi&i thiéu ban than. Ong chi ra hiéu cho c6 ngéi xudng va bit
dau nd phat phao.

“Co bi dudi khoi treong noi tri co day,” 6ng ta noi, go nhirng ngon tay xuong mdt ban go sOi
khi nhin chdm chi vao hé so ctia 6. Ong ngang 1én va bé kinh ra. “Thé chuyén gi di xay ra?”

Serena mim cuoi lich su. Ong ta lai di bat dau véi mot chti dé thang thirng dén thé u? “Em chi
khong quay lai kip ngay khai trwong nim hoc cudi.” Co thoi bat chéo doi chan tuyét my cua
minh va lai b3t chéo lai, hi vong minh khéng 16 ra qua nhiéu dui. Vay cia c6 kha ngan.

Ngwoi phong van cau ¢, nhiu dodi 16ng may xam day lanh lung lai.

“Em da dé ky nghi he bi kéo dai,” Serena gii thich. “Ho khong thich viy.” C6 dwa tay 1én miéng



cdn moéng tay va nhanh chéng boé ra. Co c6 thé xtr ly dwoc tinh hudng nay.

“T6i hiéu. Thé c6 di dau? Ket trén mot hon dao ¢ o Thai Binh Duong a? Hay lam viéc cho to chirc
Hoa binh?” Ngwoi phong van don dap tan cong. “Xay nha xi & El Salvador? Hay gi?”

Serena lac dau, dot nhién cdm thiy ngwong. “Em & mién Nam Phép,” c6 rén 1én.

“A ha. Tleng Phap. Co néi du‘(yc ti nao khong?” Nguoi phéng van hoéi. Ong ta deo kinh 1én va
nhin xudng hoé so cia Serena. “Tat ca cac trwong nir hoc tuw thuc & New York cia cac c6 déu hoc
tiéng Phap khi hoc v& long diing khong nhi?”

“L6ép 3 a,” Serena noi, vén tdc ra sau tai. Co sé khong dé cho 1o gia nay doa dam.

“Vay truong cl cua c6 nhan c6 veé sau khi Hanover t6ng c6 cd di?” Ong ta choc ngody. “Ho 1am
thé cling phai.”

“Vang,” Serena no6i. Gong c6 nghe hoi nhu mi hon la ¢6 muon.
Nguwoi phdng van nhin 1én. “Va c6 dang cw xtr ding nhw ban than cé diy cht?”

Serena n& nu cwdi thang loi nhit cia minh. “Em dang cd gang.”

kkok

Nguoi phong van cua Nate 1a Brigid. Chi vira tot nghiép nam ngoai va yéu truong Brown dén
mtc chi da xin lam cong viéc ¢ phong gido vu. bé kiém thém tién mat, chi da goi nhitng ci dién
buon chan vao budi t6i yéu cau quyén gép cho quf cuu sinh vién. Ch1 la nguoi cuc ky day stre
séng.

“Hay cho minh b1et mot vai m01 quan tam cua ban,” Brigid néj voi mot nu cuoi twoi tan, 10 lam
dong tién. Chi c6 mot mai toc vang cat tém va than thé lan chic nhw van dong vién thé duc. Chi
ngdi dua trén mép ban, di dién Nate, mot quyén s6 ghi chép trong tay.

Nate ngo ngudy mong trén cai ghé go cing do ngay trwedc mdt Brigid. Cau chua tung ddt ra
nhiing suy nghi vé quy trinh phong van vi cau chdng chic liéu minh c6 muén vao dai hoc nam
t&éi khong. Cau chi lang chang lwon qua day thoi.

“Em nghi méi quan tim l&n nhit cda em 13 lai thuyen cau bat dau. “B6 em va em dong thuyen
& Maine. Vao dip he thi em dua thuyén. Em muén dwgc vao doi tranh Cup My. P6 la muc tiéu
cua em.

Nate ban khoan liéu néi thé c6 glong nhu mét tay lai thuyén ngé ngan khong, nhung Brigid git
dau khich 1&. “T6i thdy 4n twong day.”

CAu nhun vai. “Em nghi minh chic sé lam céng viéc l1ai du thuyén nhiéu hon 1a dén truong,” cau
thwra nhan.

“0, khi ban that sy dam mé cai g, ban khong nén chu y den két qua dat dwoc. Lam viéc cham
ch1 mang cam giac nhuw co niém vui, " Brigid no6i. Chi mim cwdi rang rd va viét gi do vao tap
gidy. Gan nhu cé vé Nate da ghi diém cho mdt trong nhitng nguyén tiac séng nhiét tinh ctia chi.

Nate xoa dau g01 va vuon nguoi vé trwdc. “Em chi dang mudén néi 1a bang diém cta em chic
chan khong du tot d€ dwoc vao Brown,” ciu noi.



Brigid ngtra diu ra sau va cwoi 16m, gan nhw trreot ra khéi ban. Nate gio tay dé do chi.

“Cam on,” chi ndi, ng01 ngay nguoi lai. “Nghe nay, toi truot thiang cang mon Sinh ky thi dw bi &
trung hoc va toi van duoc vao. Toi biét nhu thé nghe c6 vé ngac nhién, nhung Brown quan tam
nhiéu thtr cht khong chi dlem s0. Chung t6i quan tAm dén con nguwdi, chir khong phai nhirng
nguwoi may véi diém A xin.”

Nate gat dau. Brigid xem ra lam c6ng viéc nay tot hon so véi mirc clia nguoi lan dau ding
phong van. Cdu cam thay thich thu khi minh c6 thé noi thang voi Brigid rang minh khong quan
tam dén viéc vao Brown, nhwng c6 khong dé cho cau dé ma di. C6 dang lam cho cau muén c6
gang thém.

“Vay c6 doi dua thuyén nao & day khong a?” Cau hai.
Brigid gt ddu hao hing. “DPoi dua thuyén hoanh trdng 1am!”
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“Vay em la mot nguoi doc sach,” Marion, nguoi phong van gay go cua Dan ghi nhan. C6 ngoi
trén meép ghe do6i chan khang khlu nhw cai quay xoan lai véi nhau trong khi c6 ghi nhanh gach
dau dong vao mot tor gidy tra ctru. “Nao, nhanh chéng néu tén hai cuén sach va cho to6i biet tai
sao em thich cudén nay hon cudn kia.”

Dan hang giong va nuot nwéc bot. Ludi cau qua kho va gion dén mic ciu nghino co thé gdy va
roi xuong san. Cau vo van nghi khéng biét Serena lam an thé nao trong cudc phéng van cua cd.
C4u hi vong cd 6n ca.

“No6i budn cia chang Werther, cia Goethe,” cudi cung ciu clng tra 1oi. “Va Hamlet cla
Shakespeare.”

“T6t,” Marion noi, viét gi dé vao gidy. “Tiép di.”

“Em thiy la anh ta muon tré thanh vi hoang t chién binh dung cam, nhung em nghi Hamlet
dang thuong hai,” Dan néi. Long may Marion nhwdng lén. “Werther thi em c6 thé thay duoc
nhleu diéu hon,” Dan noi t1ep “Anh ta la mo0t nha tho. Anh ta song bang ly tri, nhung cé vé... co
vé nhw anh ta yéu ca thé gi¢i. Anh ta khong thé ngimg lai viéc viét vé diéu do. k

“Em thuc su tin la Werther cia Goethe it dang thwong hon Hamlet cia Shakespeare?” Marion
hoi.

“Vang,” Dan tra 101, lic nay dd cam thay tw tin hon. “Em thiy Hamlet c6 nhiéu diéu phai nghi
ngoi. Bo anh ta da b1 giét, cd gai anh yéu bi mat tri, ban bé phan bodi, me va bd dwong muén anh
ta chét.”

Marion gat dau, bAm but m& ra roi dong lai. “Pung vdy. Va van dé ctia Werther la anh ta yéu
Lotte, nguoi khong that sy yéu lai anh va cling da gan nhw néi ra diéu dy. Anh ta hoan toan bi
cd 4m anh. Anh ta can quay tré lai véi doi song thuc té.”

Dan nghen hong. Marion duong nhuw di guoc trong bung cdu. bo la dleu khong the nhan ra luac
nay. Cau la Werther, con Serena la Lotte. C6 khong yéu cau. C6 cling gan nhw da néi ra - sau rot
thi cu da thiy c6 nam tay Nate.

Va Dan... ciu can quay tré lai thuec té.



Dan vui dau trong tay, toan than ciu rung 1én. Ciu s¢ rang minh sap khoc dén noi.

“T6i phai noi rang toi dn twong véi su ty tin cla em trong viéc thdo ludn vin hoc,” Marion
nhan xét, ghi thém vai gach dau dong.

Dan khong ngang lén. Serena khdng yéu ciu. Piéu dé hoan toan rd rang lic nay.

Marion lai bAm but vai lan. “Daniel?”
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Nguwoi phong vAn Serena giat chom rau va nheo mat nhin cé. “Co doc quyén sach nao gan day
khong?” Ong ta hoi.

Serena ng01 thang day, cang oc suy nghi. Co muon gay an twong cho 6 ong ta, nhung c6 phai néu
tén quyén sach nao ma it ra cd ciing phai tuwong doi quen thudc né. “Kin Cira cta Jean Paul
Sartre a?” C6 noi hoi do dy, nhé rang do 1a quyén sach Dan da gi¢i thiéu nhung cd van chua
doc xong.

Day khong phal mot quyén sach, ma la mét vé kich,” nguoi phong van néi. “Toan nhirng ké ké
1€ vé dia nguc.’

“Em nghi no kha vui chtt,” Serena khang dinh, nh& rang Dan dd noi n6 lam cau cuoi. “Pia nguc
la ké khac’, va tit ca dung nhw vay,” c6 chim bidm. D6 1a tat ca nhitng gi c6 nhé dwoc tir cudn
sach.

“Vang, co ve. Cha, co 1€ ¢d thong minh hon téi co ddy,” ngwoi phdng van ndi, mac du ré rang
ong ta khong tin twdng lam. “Coé da doc né bang tiéng Phap a?”

“Mais bien sur,[19]” Serena néi doi liéu.
Ngwoi phong van nhiu may va viét vao gily.

Serena kéo vay xudéng qua dau gbi. Co c6 cam giac chuyén nay khong dwoc 6 on lam, nhung c6
khong chac vi sao. Co cam twdng nhw nguoi phong van chang that su cho c6 mdt co hdi ndo,
nhuw thé 6ng ta da c6 cai gi d6 dé chéng lai cd trude ca khi co6 buérc vao phong. C6 thé 6ng ta vira
mai bi vo bo va ba ta 1a ngudi Phap hodc téc ba ta mau vang nhw ctia Serena ching. Hay 1a c6
thé con ché ctia dng vira chét.

“Co con lam cai gi nita khong?” Nguoi phong van hoi c6 vé lo dang. Tham chi con chiang cho
thiy la 6ng ta c6 quan tim hay khong.

Serena git dau. “Em da lam mot bd phlm cb6 noi. “Po6 1a mot loai phim thé nghiém. Em chwa
tirng lJam mot phim nao trwdc day ca.”

“Thir nhitng cai mai, t6i thich day, nguoi phong van nhan xet. Ong ta dwong nhuw than thién
hon véi c6 mot gidy. “Vay hay ké t6i nghe 1a né vé cai gi. Mo ta né cho toi.”

Serena ngoi de lén hai tay dé tranh khoi can mong tay. Lam sao ma co c6 the mo ta b phim de
6ng ta hinh dung dworc? Tham chi dén c0 ciling chang thé hinh dung n6i, ma cd lai la ngudi lam
ra né. Cd hit mot hoi sau. “A, may quay di theo em vong vong, quay that su can canh. bau tién
may quay theo em xudng pho trén mot taxi. R6i em vao mot cira hang jon trén dwong s6 14 va
kiéu nhwr 1a di dao quanh dé dic ta cac do vat. Va roi em thitt mic mot chiée vay.



Nguoi phong van nhiu may lan nira, va Serena b1et co da khlen minh c6 vé hoan toan nhu mot
dtra 6c bd dau. C6 nhin xudng doi giay dé bang mau den ctia minh, dung dwa hai chan nhw thé
Dorothy dang c6 wéc cho minh tré vé Kansas tir xtt Oz.

“N6 ratla kho dién dat,” c6 néi thém yéu ét. “Thiy c6 1€ phai xem n6 dé ndm dwoc y clia em.”

“Toi chac vay,” ngwdi phong van nédi, phd ra mat cai vé khinh khinh. “Vay ¢6 c6 cau héi nao cho
t6i khong?”’

Serena b&i tung 6c 1én tim thir dé€ néi ding lam cho ngwdi phong van hirng tha. Cho ho thdy em
thdt swthich thu, c6 Glos ludn noi vay.

C6 nhin cham chu xuong san, vai giot mo héi li ti dong lai 16ng mi. Anh trai c0 s€ lam gi trong
hoan canh nay? Anh 4y ludn gidi tim cach thoat khéi bé tic. Sw nha né 1a cau wa thich ctia anh.

Chinh xdc, Serena nghti ra.

Co da lam hét sttc réi. Néu tay dan 6 6ng nay chang thdy c6 hay ho vi bt cit ly do gl, thi hay thay
ké lao ta. Co chang can Brown dén thé. D1 nhién la Erik & day roi, nhung c6 c6 thé lam thit ctia
riéng c6 va gia dinh c6 c6 thé phai chdp nhan thuc té dé. Giong nhu' Nate da noi trwdc khi ho
dén noi phong van, néu c6 khong db thi sao nao? €6 cé thé dén chd khac.

C6 ngang lén. “Thirc an & nha dn ra sao a?” Co6 hoi, thira biét diy thit la mét ciu hdi ngé ngan.

“Chac chan la khong bang véi nhitng gi ¢6 an & mién Nam nudéc Phap roi,” ngudi phong van
nhéch mép. “Con gi khong?”

“Khong a,” Serena tra 101, dirng day dé bat tay 6ng ta. Ngay khi c6 nhan ra, budi phong van da
két thuc. “Cam on thay Cbé n& nu cwoi dep nhat cda minh véi 6ng ta [an niva va roi buéc ra
khéi phong, cam c6 ngang cao.

Lan nay c6 da khong c6 dwoc van may nhu vOn c6, nhung ¢d van thuc su 1do luyén dang kinh
ngac trong viéc 13y lai sw phét doi ctia minh.
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“Dworc roi, cho toi biét vé thir em doc gan day di,” Brigid néi. “Mot quyén sach hay mot bai bao
ching han Cai gi ma hip dan em 4y.”

Nate nghi ngoi. Cau chang phai la nguoi doc nhiu. Sw that thi ciu chi doc lwdt sich khi cdu
phai doc dé hoc tleng Anh. buong nhién cau khong doc vi yéu thich. Nhung c6 4y da nhic dén
mot bai bao... Chac han phai cé chi.

Ro6i cau nghi sang huong do. Cau va ban be da ting doc mot bai bao trén to Times vé mot loai
thuoc vién can sa. N6 1a THC nguyén chat. Khong co hoa chat, khong can tau, khong can gidy
cuon. Di nhién thudc vién d6 danh cho ngwdi bénh, nhung Nate va dam ban lai ¢6 y twdng khac
trong dau.

“Em da doc trén to Times rang ho lam thudc vién cin sa ma toan THC nguyén chit,” Nate bat
dau. “Né dwoc chi dinh cho bénh nhan ung thw va AIDS, dé lam giam con dau cua ho. Nhung né
that sy con gay tranh cii. Em nghl moi nguoi lo ngai viéc no sé bi mang ra dung ngoai dwong.
Chuyén dé rat dang quan tam.”

“Nghe rit16i cuén,” Brigid nhan xét. “THC 1a viét tat cha gi vay?”



“Tetrahydrocannabinol,” Nate néi mot léo khong vap.

Brigid nh6 ngwo1i ra phia truéc day hao hing, gan nhw ngd ra khoi ban lAn ntra. “Vién thu6c ma
ban noi téi ay - 1a nhan tao; n6 dwgc sang ché trong mot phong thi nghiém, dwoc nhirng nha
khoa hoc thong minh tao ra va duoc chi dinh cho nguoi bénh thong qua nhitng bac si chuyén
khoa cao cap Nhung né cé thé tré thanh chat xtic tac méi cho cd mot thé giéi mua ban ma tdy
va toi pham.”

Nate gt dau. “Chinh xac a.”

“Ban biét day, €6 mot b6 phan tap trung ¢ Brown nay goi la phong nghién ctru khoa hoc ky
thuat chuyén vé phat trién nhitng linh vuc d6,” Brigid néi. “Ban nén tim hiéu vé né.”

“Vang,” Nate dap. Mot lan ntra, ciu co cam giac rang Brigid khong dé cho ciu thoat néu chwa co
gang dé vao dwoc Brown. Chi ta chi xody vao mdi hwéng dé.

“Nao, thé ban con c6 cau hoi nao cho toi khéng?” Brigid hoi.

That qudi quy, Nate nghi. Ciu sé di thoi. “Vay néu nhw diém s6 ctia em khong t6t, chi thiy em
c6 thé van ding ky sém duwoc khong a?”

Blair sé gi€t ciu néu chang ngo ngang gi dén truwong Yale, nhung Nate nhdn ra rang ciu chang
ban tam Blair nghi gi nita. Pdu 6c cau sé nhe nhém han di néu cau c6 thé dang ky chi mot
trwong, d6 dwoc vao va sau dé méi quyét dinh hoc hay khong. Né&u cau vao hoc & Brown, cdu
c6 thé 14i con thuyén da déng véi b6 minh xudi tir Maine xudng va neo né dau doé gan truong.
That m¢i thd lam sao? Cau hit hoi sdu va tha 16ng bip chan. Cha, ciu thiy that dé chiu.

“Dut khoat 1a dang ky sém dwoc chi,” Brigid han hoan. “N6 s€ thyc sy chirng t6 cam két cua
ban. Chiing t6i rat dé cao diéu d6.”

“Hay qua,” Nate noi. “Em sé lam thé.” Cau khong thé doi thém nira d€ k& Jennifer nghe rang
treong Brown dang nguwdng mo thé nao.

Xk k
“Nao, em ciing viét phai khong, Daniel?” Marion diu dang héi.
Dan bo tay khoi mat va nhin quanh van phong day ngac nhién. Marion co6 nhleu sach vé dan
6ng, dan ba va cac moi quan hé trén gia sach. Cau c6 thé hinh dung ra c6 bé gdi trong ghé banh
van phong, hip sip b dwdng va doc Pan éng dén tir Sao Héa, dan ba dén tir Sao Kim.
C6 thé ciu nén héi mwon co.
“Em viét nhitng thé loai gi?” Marion v0 ve.
Dan nhin vai vé ngan ngam. “Tho, cht yéu la vay.”
Co6 gat gu. “Tho thé loai gi?”
Dan nhin xuong ddi giay mon vet cia minh. Cau thay néng blrng c¢6 va mat. “Tho tinh a,” cau

noi. Chua oi. Cau khong thé tin ndi ciu da gt bai tho d6 cho Serena. C6 chic chin nghi cau 1a
mot thing dé hoi toi nghiép cam ling.



“Toi ro ro6i,” Marion n6i. Co bAm but bi vai Ian, doi Dan néi thém.

Nhung Dan van im ling nhin ra ctra sb co nhiing chiéc 14 mua thu ruc Itva té6 diém cho khuén
vién trong rat dac biét Cua trwong Brown. Cau twéng tu'o'ng ra minh Va Serena tay trong tay
buéc doc theo hang cay ctia ngdi trudng dai hoc, thao luan vé nhitng cudn sach, nhing vo kich
hay nhitng bai tho. Cau twéng tuong ra luc ho cung gidt do chung trong tang ham ky tic xa, om
hon nhau trén néc cila may giat trong ldc quan 4o cua ho dang quay cuong bén trong may.

Gio thi ciu khong thé nhé noi tai sao ciu lai mudn dén Brown trwéec tién. Tat cd dwong nhuw vo
dinh.

“Em xin phép,” cau néi réi dirng diy. “Em phai di a.”

Marion g& hai chan ra. “Em 6n ca diy ch®?” C6 hoi, nhin day vé lo lang.

Dan dui mat va tién ra cra. “Em can chiat khong khi trong lanh,” ciu néi. CAu mé& ctra, ndm chat
tay. “Em cam on a.”

Ra ngoai, cau hit mot diéu thudc va nhin chdm cham khu cong Van Wickle, 16i vao chinh thirc
cua san trueong Brown. Cau da doc trong cuén gioi thiéu rang ho chi mé& chung c6 hai lan mot
nim. Ching mé vao khi mot Ira sinh vién méi vao trong 18 khai trwong va mé ra khi ltra tot
nghiép ra trueong sau 18 phat bang.

Dan di hinh dung canh ciu va Serena s6ng bwéc qua cong, tay trong tay véi bé 4o chung tot
nghiép.

Cau da hinh dung ra qua nhiéu diéu nén cau chang ngac nhién néu ban than Serena chi la mot
diéu twdng twong trong sw twéng twong cua cau.

Nhung khong.

“Nay, Dan, chuén khoi diy di,” Serena goi tir 6td. “Anh minh dang di 1y mot thung bia day.”
Dan quing diéu thud6c di. Hay 1am, cdu dm g, cau nghi mia mai. Cau khong thé dgi dé uéng bia
varong choi voi mot dam con trai & mot truong dai hoc ma cau sé khong vao hoc béi vi cau da
c6 mot cu hong an dang lo trong budi phéng van. Ciu thay can phai bdo Serena va hoi di cling
12 ciu sé bat xe bus vé nha.

Nhung khi cdu quay lai, cdu nhin thdy anh nang nhuém ong mai dau vang ruc cua Serena,
nhiing ngén tay manh dé ctia cd sang lap lanh trén banh l4i, va c6 mim cuoi véi cau. N6 khong
lam cho cdu quén hét nhirng phién mudn, nhwng né da dé khién cau budec lai xe va chui vao.

It nhat thi cau ciing da c6 chat lidu méi cho thit tho ca ndo tinh ctia minh.



Chién tranh va hoa binh

Jenny lay lam murng Khi dén buoi ch1eu phim cuia Vanessa & quan The Five and Dime, bé&i vi &
dé chi c6 mot ngwoi khac nira ng6i xem bén canh Clark. Viéc d6 dwong nhw khong phlen cho
Vanessa.

“Ki€m ch6 ngbi di,” c6 bao Jenny khi budc vao. “Bon nay vira méi bat ddu.” Cé di ra cudi phong
va tat bot dén. Cai ti-vi trén quay bar chép nhay mau xanh.

“Doi chut,” Clark ndi vong ra tir sau quay bar. “Anh phai di té cai.”

Can phong hoi swc mui khéi thudc 14 lwu cttu va bia do6 ra san. Mot c6 gai mac quan sooc da
mau xanh va ao ba 16 dang ng01 mot minh bén quiy bar. C6 mdt hinh xdm con khi trén bip tay
c6. Jenny ngoi xuéng canh co ta.

“Chao,” cd gai nodi, dwa tay ra gidi thiéu, ban tay deo nhitng cai nhan bac. “T¢ 1a chi gai cha
Vanessa, Ruby.”

“Em la Jennifer,” Jenny néi. “Em thich hinh xam cua chi.”
“Cam on,” Ruby noéi. “Nay, té sé 14y Coke. Cau c6 mudén uéng khéng?”

]enny git dau va Ruby luc lac mai toc den cat rat ngan cia minh va hét vao ctra nha vé sinh.
“Nay, mang cho bon t& may chai Coke, dwoc khong, anh chang oi?”

Clark ra khéi nha vé sinh. “Tw phuc vu di!” Anh ta hét dap lai.
“Té mudn han phai lam viéc ki€m tién ch&,” Ruby dua.

Vanessa tha ngwoi danh phich xudng canh Jenny va da chan thiéu kién nhan vao thanh quay
bar. “Chung ta s€ xem cai nay hay gi day?”

Cd méi cao troc dau lan nita. Trong tron ung ung va ky quac. Jenny nghi c6 nén ndi gi dé nhw la
“dau méi dep ddy” hay khong. Nhung roi cé quyét dinh nhw thé 1a dé hoi.

Clark rot day hai coc Coke va day ching qua mdt quay. Anh ta bam nut chay trén dau dia va roi
di vong ra dau kia quay bar, choang tay qua héng Vanessa.

“Va bay gitr 1a buoi trinh chiéu phim truyén ctia chiing ta,” anh néi kiéu giong ctia ngudi thuyét
minh.

Vanessa Ity mat. “Xem di ndo,” c6 néi.

Jenny giwong déi mat 1én ti-vi khi phim bat dau. May quay di doc dwong 23, bam theo Marjorie
Jaffe, mot hoc sinh nam th hai Constance, khi c6 di vé phia cong vién Quang truwdong Madison.
Marjorie c6 mai téc quan mau do va quang mot cai khan Kelly xanh 14 cay.

Mau xanh 1a cay Kelly sé rat hay néu ban quang n6 mot cach ngd nghich. Nhung Marjorie lai
trong that sw qua nghiém tdc véi cai khan.

Marjorie sang dwong va vao coéng vién. R6i cb dirng lai, may quay tién lai gan mat c6. C6 dang
nhai keo cao su, tir tir ddo gitta hai ham ring trong khi dua mat quét khap cong vién tim ai do.



O khée miéng c6, c6 mot cai mun x4u xi ma cd c6 x6a di bang miéng cao nom ré dé. Trong rat
1216 bich.

Cubi cung Marjorie duong nhw da thay cai c6 dang tim. May quay bam theo khi c6 voi va buéc
téi mot cai ghé cong vién. Trén ghé 1a Dan.

Ciu dang nam ngura, mot tay vung Vay, nhirng ngon tay quét xuong mat dat. Quan ao cta cau
nhau nhi va giay thi tudt day. Mot cai ong tau thuy tinh v& de trén nguec, con trong toc thi lan
nhing mau rac. May quay dung lau & hinh dang bat dong ciia cau. Mat troi xudng thap khién
mat ciu rng 1én mau héng cam.

Jenny uong mot ngum Coke. Thyrc sw thi anh trai c6 da thé hién duoc hinh dnh mot tay nghién
xi ke rat thuyét phuc.

Marjorie quy xudng bén canh Dan va nim tay ciu.
Dan khong cir ddng. Va roi, chAm chap, mat cAu mé ra chép chop.

“Anh dang ngti a?” Marjorie néi, nhin sat vao mat ciu. C6 théi keo cao su chép chép vai lan réi
quét miii vao mu ban tay.

“Khoéng, anh tim em mai,” Dan khé noi. “Anh biét bang truc giac rang em da ¢ day. Khong ai
ngoai em cho anh mgt cam xuc binh yen diu dang dén thé... nhw 4nh sang vay! Anh muén dam
chim trong niém vui swéng vo cung ay.

Jenny biét la bd phim nay chuyén thé tir mot canh trong Chién tranh va Hoa binh cta Tolstoy.
That budn cudi khi nghe anh trai ¢6 néi nhw nguoi thoi thé ky 19, nhwng cling hay hay.

Marjorie bat dau budc lai day gidy cia Dan, van chop chép keo cao su. C6 khong co ve gi la dang
c§ gang thit dong vai. C6 kha la tw nhién. Jenny khong biét liéu dé cé chit gi chd y hay khong.

Trwdéc khi ¢6 c6 thé budc xong day giay, Dan ng01 day va 6m ldy hong co. Cai tau vo lan xudng
dit va vo tan thanh ting manh. “Natasha, anh yéu em tha thiét! Hon tat ca moi thir trén doi!”
Cau hon hén, c6 ngodi thang day va roi nga xuong ghé nhw thé bi thuwong.

“Hay nghi chat, chang chién binh cia em,” Marjorie néi. “Dlrng dé con tim dau dén!”

Ruby khéng kiém dwoc, pha 1én cuwdi. “Con bé thit qua kich!” Co6 kéu 1én.

Vanessa lwdm 6. “Im di,” cd nhic.

Jenny van nhin Ién man hinh. Dan ging tim cai tiu v&, nhung tat ca thi con lai chi 1a dam thay
tinh vun.

“Can than day, Mar]orle canh bao. C6 thoc tay vao tdi ao va 1y ra mot thanh keo cao su. “Pay,”
cd néi, dwa n6 cho cau. “Payla vi qua 1oc de.”[20]

Dan lay thanh keo va ddt 1én nguc, nhu thé cau qua kiét surc dé c6 thé boc ra ma cho vao miéng.
ROi cau nham mat lai, va Marjorie lai cam tay cau. May quay lui ra xa, lw6t ngang toan canh mat
dat cua congvién. N6 dirng lai & hinh mdt con b6 cau dang m6 mot cai bao cao su trén mit dat,
roi lia rat nhanh phia hlro'ng tay phia duwong 23, phéng vé hwéng song Hudson, quay canh mit
troi 1an va bién mat. R6i man hinh téi lai.

Vanessa dirng day va bat den l1én.



“Két thic c6 con b6 ciu va cai bao cao su thi nghla la sao?” Clark héi. Anh ta buwéc ra sau quay
bar va ldy ra mot chai bia Corona trong tti lanh. “Ai mudn u6ng gi khong?”

“D6 1a mot vat bi€u dat tAm trang,” Vanessa ndi vé bao vé. “N6 khéng can phai c¢6 nghia ré
rang.”

“Té nghi né vui nhon diy,” Ruby néi. Co chia c6c vao va nhai da. “Cho thém Coke nao,” c6 bao
Clark.

“N6 dau c6 vui nhdon,” Vanessa cau kinh. “Hoang tir Andrei dang hap héi. Natasha sé khong bao
gio gap lai chang nira.”

]enny c6 thé thay Vanessa dang rat c6 gang dé khong noi déa. “Em nghi la phan quay phim rat
tot,” nd noi. “Pac biét 1a nhitng cd quay & canh két.”

Vanessa ban cho né mdt cai nhin biét on. “Cam on,” ¢d néi. “Nay, em chwa xem ban cudi phim
cua Serena nhi? N6 rat hoan thién.”

“Vang,” Jenny néi. “Nhwng chi cling da quay toan bé cho phim d6 phai khong?”

Vanessa nhtn vai. “U’. Ping nhw vay.”

“N6i nghiém tic nhé. Phim ctia em tot ddy, nhwng chi thich Hanh tinh Khi hon,” Ruby dua.
Vanessa tron mat 1én. Chi c6 sao c6 thé ngay ngd dén vay. “D4 1a vi chi nhw tré con,” ¢d vic lai.
“Anh thich ddy,” Clark n6i. Anh ta uéng ngum bia. “Mic du anh khéng that sy hiéu lam.”

“C6 gi phai hiéu dau,” Vanessa néi day cau kinh.

Jenny khong mudén ng01 day ma nghe ho cdi va. No muon dén Wllllamsburg dé giai tri chw
khong phai dé bi tra tan. “Nay, chi cé6 mudn di dau kiém gi dn khong?” N6 hdi Vanessa.

Vanessa vo 1y 4o khoac trén mat quiy bar va xo tay vao ao. “Muén qua di ch&,” c6 néi. “Ra
khoi day nao.”

kkk
Ho buéc vao mdt quan ca phé chuyén d6 an Trung Pong, goi moén sot ga va s6-cd-la nong.

“Nay, Jennifer. Hang ho to thé thi cling phai c6 dén bay thang ban trai nhi?” Vanessa hoi, chi
thang vao nguc Jennifer.

Jenny ngwong chin ngwdi trwede ciu hdi khiém nha cua Vanessa. “0'... Em c¢6... kiéu... mot a.”
l(Th h ?"

“Thé ma. Gan nhu vay.” Jenny do mat, nh¢ lai luc Nate dinh hon nd trong cong vién. Cdu da hira
goi n6 khi quay vé tir Brown. Chi nghl dén do ciing da 1am né rin md hoi.

C6 hau ban mang ra cho ho s6-c6-la néng.

Vanessa nhich ghé 1én truéc va théi tach cia minh. “Vay ké chi nghe vé ciu d6 di.”



“Tén anh ay la Nate, va anh 4y hoc nam cudi truong St. Jude,” Jenny ké. “Anh 4y c6 vé nghién
thudc, nhung anh 3 ay thuc sw ngot ngao va khong pho trwong, nhat 1a véi mot anh con trai song
trong mot toa nha mit phd phai dén ti do.”

Vanessa gat dau. “U’ hir.” Cau ta nghe c6 vé nhu loai con trai c6 chang bao gi¢ c6 nhu cau quan
tam. “Thé hai dita c6 di choi khong? Khong phai han thudc loai... cau biét day, cu non dy?”

Jenny chi mim cudi. “Nate chang ban tam. Chi 1a anh 4y... thich em.” N6 sung swéng théi tach
ctia minh, dé cho hoi nwéc bdc 1én nguec.

Vanessa dinh hoi liéu Jenny c6 dé y dén tinh cach d6 clia Nate khong. Piéu nay sé giai thich tai
sao cau ta lai thich c6 bé dén vay.

“v em la ching em van chwa hon nhau hay lam gi ca,” Jenny noi tié€p trudc khi Vanessa kip hoi.
“Cé cdi kiéu gi d6 ma lam em cang thdy thich anh dy ho'n nhiéu. Anh iy khong qua ranh ma, chi
hi€u khong? Anh 4y tham chi chang nhin vao nguc em.”

“0,” Vanessa ndi vé an tuwong.

“Thém nita,” Jenny nhap s0-cO-la ciia minh. “Anh 4y dang & Brown cudi tuan nay. Em khong
hiéu anh 4y c6 cham tran Dan khong.”

“C6 thé.” Vanessa nhun vai, c6 té ra nhw minh chang bin tAm. C6 wéc minh c6 thé bd ngoai tai
nhitng chuyén ba lang nhang khi ai d6 nhic dén tén Dan.

Nguoi hau ban mang moén sét ga ra, Vanessa chim mdét miéng banh mi det vao nwéc sot va
cuon lai.

Jenny biét Vanessa vin mé man Dan - trong chirng muc, phim cua c6 la mot chirng ctr. Nhung
Dan gi¢ dang cdp voi Serena. Va néu Dan cap voi Serena, Jenny lam than dwoc véi Serena,
chinh la diéu Jenny luén luén mudén. Hodc gi nira nao?

Jenny nhiing ngén tré vao nwéc sét ga, cho vao miéng réi mat. N6 nghi ngoi. Dan van cit khén
kho nhw thuong du c6 duoc di cung Serena hay khéng, mac du Jenny phai thira nhan la né nho
anh minh. Khi n6 nghi ngo1i thiu dao, n6 nhin ra minh khong can Serena cap ke véi Dan de no
c6 co hoi duoc di choi cling Serena. Ma rut cuc, no da gitp Serena lam phim day tho6i. N6 c6 thé
trd chuyén véi co 4y bat ctr khi nao no mudén. N6 dau c6 con chi la dita em gai nho ctia Dan nita.
N6 la Jennifer, con nguwoi cua chinh nd, dang c6 mot anh chang nam cudi that hot lam ban trai.

N6 nhin 1én va mim cw¢i véi Vanessa. Co6 1€ né sé giup do chi ta.

“Chi biét khong, Serena clr c6 doc mdt quyén sach ma Dan rit thich,” Jenny néi. “Va chi ay ghét
né6 tham té. Chi dy con khong doc xong duwoc nita co.”

Vanessa nhiu may. “Thi sao?”
Jenny nhidn vai. “Thi em thay khong phai 1a cai gi ho cling c6 diém chung dworc, vay théoi.”

Vanessa nheo mat. “Ra diéu nay hé ra tir c6 gai von san sang liém got chan Serena néu co ta
yéu cau day.”

Jenny ha miéng dinh néi gi d6 dé tra diia. R6i né ngdm miéng lai. Piéu d6 ding: né c 1éo déo
theo Serena nhw mot con ché con. Nhwng khong con lau nira. Tén n6 bay gio la Jennifer.



“Em chi nghi néu chi van con tinh cdm véi Dan, chi nén lam diéu gi d4, vy thoi. Chi sé ngac
nhién cho ma xem,” Jenny néi.

“Chi khong lam,” Vanessa néi ngay. C6 v& 1y mot miéng banh mi méng va cau kinh xé n6 lam
doi.

“Co, chi lam di nao.”

Vanessa khong thich bi bao ban phai lam gi, ddc biét tir mot dira nhoc. Nhung Jenny c6 ve chan
thanh, va néu Vanessa thanh that véi long minh thi c6 phai thira nhan ré rang 1a ¢ van cé tinh
cam danh cho Dan.

C6 xoa tay khap cai dau gan nhu troc ctia minh va nhwdng mat 1én nhin Jenny. “Em nghi thé a?”
C6 hoi.

Jenny gat dau. Vanessa c6 mot cau tric xwong kha la can déi. V&i mot chut son bong cd sé thuc
sy trong gidng mot cd gai. Co ciing khong dén ndi nita gan dé hay khé choi nhw cach ban than
cO van to ra thé.

“Chi chac can phai dé toc dai ra ti, nhuwng chuyén cé thé xdy ra,” Jenny noi. ‘ ‘Y em 1a hai nguoi
thuc sw d 1a ban beé t&t roi. Chi chi can day quan hé 1én mirc tiép theo thébi.”

Hay cho mot c6 gai mot anh ban trai c6 co hoi thi nguoi do sé trd thanh mot chuyén gia thi
thiét vé chuyén quan hé.



B noi dién 1én theo cach rat chinh thong

“Thé tinh hinh ra sao?” Aaron hoi khi Blair quay lai xe sau budi phong van. Cau dang ngoi trén
ndp may chiéc Saab, khé choi guitar va hut diéu thudc khac. Cau ta tréng nhw dang & nha ngay
tai Yale nay.

“Okay, toi nghi vay,” Blair dap Ve do dw. Thuc té€ van chuwa dau vao dau. N6 mé cira vao ghé cia
khach, ngdi xudng va tut giay ra. “T6i nghi toi bi rop 1én roi. Giay nhw ct kot.”

Aaron mé& ctra chd nguoi 1ai va chui vao. “Thé ho hoéi dang 4y nhirng gi?” Cau ta hai.

“Cau biét day, tai sao chon Yale - nhitng thir dai loai vay,” Blair dap mot cach lo dang. Ca buoi
phdéng van gitr 1a mot thir mo mit véi nd. N6 thiy mirng vi da xong.

“Nghe kha 1a chudn nhi,” Aaron néi. “Té chac dang 4y da lam t6t.”

“U’ " Blair quay lai va voi ra sau 14y cai tui xach. Tuyén tdp truyén ngdn ciua Edgar Allan Poe
ndm ngay trén bang ghé sau.

Blair nh¢ ra mot trong s6 nhing cau héi cha nguwdi phong van. Em cé thé ndi cho toi biét vé
quyén sdch yéu thich ma em doc gdn ddy khéng?

Oi 6i.

Pot nhién tit cd uia vé véi nd.

N6 quét tay ra xung quanh, run Ién. “Citt that,” né néi gan nhw thanh tié€ng thi tham.
“Gi co?”

“T6i da roi tinh ca 1én. T6i da lam hdng bét moi chuyén.”

“Y ding 4y 1a sao?” Aaron lo ling héi.

Blair xoa vét bam trén 16ng may. “Ong ta hoi téi 1a c6 doc quyén sach nao hay gan day khong.
Cau c6 biét tdi bao sao khong?”

Aaron lac dau. “Néi sao?”

“T6i bao 6ng ta la toi chang doc gi bai vi doi toi 1a mot mo bong bong khiing hoang. To6i bao
ong ta la téi dd dn cip & ctra hang. T6i bdo 6ng ta la toi mudn tw tir.”

Aaron m& to mat, nhin n6 cham cham.

Blair liéc ra ctra s6 nhin vao cai khuon vién dep dé cta | treong Yale. No muon dwoc vao do ti
khi né dén lan dau tién cung bo dé xem trin bong da gitra trueong Yale va Harvard trong ky gdp
mit cwu sinh vién ndm né lén 6. Yale 1a dinh ménh ctia né. La tat ca nhitng gino lam dé huong
t&i. Tai sao né khong di choi vao cac dém  trong tuan nira vi no thue sw hoc 6n thi cubi cap. No
da rat tu tin vé viéc do vao, va chi trong vai phut ngan nglin né da thoi sach tron di hét ca. Lam
sao nd cé thé vic mat nhin moi ngwdi sau chuyén nay?

Aaron dit tay 1én vai Blair. “Ding 4y lam thé u? Y minh 1a tw tir ay?”



Blair lac dau. * ‘Khong.” No sup nguoi Xuong ghé, nguc né triu Xuong trong khi nhitng giot nwéc
mat gian dit roi trén ma. “Mac du t6i nén lam thé sau ldc nay.’

“Va 4y da an cap & ctra hang a?”

“Cam di,” Blair quat 1én, gat tay cau ra khoi vai no. “bay tAt ca 12 16i cta cAu. Cau da lam t6i dén
qua mudn. T6i 1& ra nén bat tau di vao budi sang nhw tdi da du dinh.”

Nay, té dau c6 bao dang Ay phai ndi tat cd moi thir d6 trong budi phong van dau,” Aaron ch1nh
lai. “T¢ thi khong lay lam buon qua vé viéc dé dau Cudc phong van chi chiém mot phan nam ca
qua trinh théi. Pang ay chic van d ma. Ngay ca néu khong duoc, c6 hang ti trudng tot khac dé
vao hoc.”

Blair suc nghi ra dleu do. No cO ging nhd lai ca budi phong van con lai dién ra nhw thé ndo. C6
thé c6 mot ddm sang nho6 nao khong dén noi toi té nhw nd nghi.

R6i n6 nhé lai né da lam gi & phiat cu6i bu6i phdng van.
Blair dap dau lan nita ra sau. “Oi Chta oi!”

Aaron cam chia khoa vao 6 va khéi dong. “Gi vay?”
“To6i da hon 6ng ta.”

“Ai co?”

“Nguoi dan 6ng do. Ngwdoi phong van. Toi da honlén ma ong ay truéc khi toéi ra.” Blair noi, moi
dwdi né rung rung va nwdc mat chay tiép gian giua trén mat. “T6i that1a 1am tro hé.”

“0O4i.” Aaron th6t 1én vé kha 4n tuwong. “Ay hon ngwoi phong van? Té ca diang 4y 1a ngudi dau
tién khéi xwéng tro do.”

Blair khong tra 101. N6 xoay ngwoi hwong ra cira s6 va khoanh tay dm chat than minh, khéc
mot cach kho sé. N6 sé bao bo thé nao day? No s€ bao Nate sao day? N6 da lam kho dé cho cau
vi da khong nghiém tac veé viéc t6i Yale, roi né da di va bién cudc phéng van ctia minh thanh
mot tro hé.

“Okay, dang 4 ay biét gi khong?” Aaron ndi, lao xe ra khoi bai d6. “Té nghi bon minh nén bién
khoi day trudce khi ho goi canh sat chang han Cau mlm cwdi va nhat 1én mot tor gidy an hiéu
Dunkin Donuts ban dwéi san, dwa cho Blair dé né hi mii. “Pay.”

Blair mdc cho to gidy an roi xuong san. N6 khong thé tuong tuong duoc co luc lai dé cho ban
than minh roi vao tinh trang nay. bi long vong trong mot cai xe ban thiu véi mot thang con trai
an chay t6c uén nhon nhon sap tré thanh anh em v&i né. Thixc dém an nhu'ng do6 linh tinh va
uong bia. Phoi bay gan ruot cua minh ra véi nguoi phong van & Yale, hon 6 6ng ta va pha tan
tanh twong lai ciia minh. Nhlrng diéu d6 khong thé xdy ra voino duorc. N6 chi xay ra véi ké that
bai. Nhitng nam dién vién c hién ra lién tuc trong cudc thwr vai nhu'ng chwa ai nhan dwoc vai
chinh. Nguoi thi co toc x4u va da cé van deé, ngudi thi c6 quan do kinh khiing va khong cé ky
nang giao tiép xa héi. Chia oi. N6 dang bién thanh cai gi day?

“Muon di dau an sang khéng?” Aaron héi, ré vao dwong chinh di qua New Haven.

Blair ng6i sup xuéng ghé. N6 khong thé chiu noi viéc dn gi nira. “C dwa t6i vé nha théi,” né néi



day ghé tom.

Aaron nhét mot cai dia nhac Bob Marley vao va lai hwong ra xa 10, trong khi Blair nhin cham
chim ra clra s6, c6 gang nghi ra nhitng Iy do dé séng.

bo la lién hoan phim truong Constance vao thi hai. Neu thang, no sé co thém mot sw ghi nhan
trong bang thanh tich cia minh, va c6 thé Yale sé gla mu déi véi cudc phong van bat hanh cta
né. Co6 thé ho sé tha thir cho né vé chuyén ky cuc da gay ra, boi vi hon hétné Ia nguoi co to chit
nghé si. Va néu nod thang cudc thi nhung van khong dwcrc vao Yale, n6 c6 thé tro nén nga han
sang nghé thuat va bt dau chi mac do den giong nhw cai con Vanessa ky qudc kia va guri ho so
vao truong NYU hay Pratt[21]. VA néu nh& né khong thing thi sao? Thi no co6 thém mot thir de
b0 sung vao danh sach ly do tai sao doi né hoan toan cho6 tha meéo ia.

PEé lam cho moi thit t6i té hon, cudi tuan téi la ngay di spa cua me né va tiéc trwa caa phu dau.
Blair sé& phai t6 ra dé& thwong va nhiét tinh. N6 tham chi con phai tiép chuyén Serena. Vui chuwa!

Va roi ngay thi bay tiép theo la ngay cuoi. Sinh nhat no. Va la ngay no da a an dinh dé mat trinh
cho Nate. Blair nham nghién mat lai chat hét mic, c6 nh& vé hinh anh né ting mo lic trudec:
Nate m¢ nut chai sam-banh trong phong khach san cua hai dira, mac chiéc quan pajama
cashmere quyén ri do. Thay vi thé, dau no lai 1 khung canh hoan toan khac. N6 chi thdy con
cho6 cua Aaron chom 1én ngudi nd voi mot bttc thw trong cai mom day dai. La thw dé buu cuc
trueong Yale va Viét, “Co Waldorf than mén, Chung t6i lay lam tlec phai thong bao cho c6 rang
c6 da bi tir chdi nhan vao tredong Yale. CAm on vi da ¢ ging va hiay c6 mot cudc song dep de.
Tran trong, Phong Gido vu Trwdong Pai hoc Yale.”

Blair m& mat ra va nghen tho. Khong, n6 kién quyet tw ran minh. N6 khong thé 1a mot ké thua
cudc. N6 sé dwoc vao Yale, du bat c chuyén gi. No va Nate s& t&i d6 cling nhau. Ho sé& song bén
nhau va lam moi diéu bat ctr khi nao mudn. D6 1a cudc doi né da hinh dung cho minh va dé 1a
cach né phai dién ra.

N6 quay sang Aaron. “Diéu dau tién khi bon minh quay Ve, toi sé goi bo t6i va yéu cau ong
quyén gop gi do cho truong Yale,” n6 noi day qua quyét. b6 dau phai 1a sy dut 16t, phai khong
nhi? Po 1a mot viéc van dién ra day dé6 théi! Va thé dau c6 nghia nd 1a mot sinh vién téi hay vé
van.

Thue sy thi nguoi phong vin né han nhién sé khéng quén duoc cai hon doé ngay chéc lat duoc.
Bat ctt cai gi b6 né déng gép cling sé phai that hoanh trang.
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Khuyen cao: Tat ca nhirng tén thit vé noi chon, con ngwoi va sw kién déu dwoc thay doi hoac
viét tit dé bao dam khach quan. Cu thé 13 tén to.



Xin chao cac cau!

Ai di cung ai?

D d3a b6 han S thi phai? C6 phai S dd da D c6 chu dich hay do chi la diéu hién nhién trong kiéu
cach huyen thoai cta c6 nang? Va c6 phai N thuc sy nghiem tic Ve J? Y t& 1a liéu cau ta c6 thuc
swbo roi B trong ltic c6 bé can ciu khong? Vi mot dira I6p 9? Hiy ca cwoc di ndo.

Ban hay biét diéu nay roéi cling dén

Dai hoc Yale vira thong bao viéc sat nhap vao Yale trang trai vang nho Waldorf, va mét mén
hoc phu vé quan ly ruwou vang vira duoc thém vao chuong trinh hoc. Cac sinh vién sé san xuat
rirou vang cta chinh ho, va sé dwoc cac thuong gia dia phuwong ban véi tén cida treong trén
nhan hiéu. M01 hoc ky mot nhém sinh vién sé song va lam viéc tai trang trai nho mai cua
trudng & mién Nam Phap, nghién ctru Ve nghé thuit lam vang, an d6 an Phap va noi tleng Phap
nhw ngudi ban dia. Trang trai nho s& mé ctra va hoat dong trong mua hé nay, nho vao sw déong
gbp rong rai cia mot phu huynh twong lai.

Xem ra ngudi bd sé vuot qua dwoc bang tién cla, nhung B van phai doi dén tan thang tw dé
xem liéu né cé dwoc vao hoc khdong, cling nhw dam con lai ching minh vay. Tinh trang ch¢ doi
nay giét t¢& chét mét!

E-mail cta ban
EE GNC than mén,

T¢ da nghe duoc vai chuyén vé cac bd phim tham gia lién hoan phim truong hoc. (T cling hoc
¢ Constance.) Du g1 thi té van cho la phim cta B sé thang T¢& nghiém chinh day. Té biét ph1m
cta cd ay nghe c6 vé ct 1ap di lap lai, nhung no ré rang giong nhw hiéu tng video rat vui cta
MTV. Té hoc trong 1ép lam phim cung c6 ay, va c6 ay kha nhat vé b1en tap, vi thé t& ca nd rat
duoc. S tham chi con cha biét bat may quay lén thé nao, va phim cta V thi lic nao ciing day su
khoe khoang. Vay day.

- NgayMua
BH Ngay Mwa than mén,

T¢ nght phim cta B nghe rat hap dan do, nhung to mudn dé nhan xét clia ban sang mot bén. N6
con tuy vao ban giam khao quyet dinh ngay thir hai t&i chit. VA nhitng nguoi thua chac chin sé
trit con that vong ciia ho vao nhitng thit thoi trang day qua khich. Té khong doi ndi nira!

- GNC
Nhitng canh trong thay

JvaV dang mua sam & hiéu Domsey’s trong khu Williamsburg. V dd mua moét bé vay mau den
nho ki€u c6 dién. Co phai nghiém tuc dé cho D thay sw quan tam cua c6. Bva A cham tran bo
me ho va nguoi t6 chirc 16 cwoi trén duong vé nha ho & duwong s6 72. B trong khong vui vé gi. D,
S, N va ddm ban tim tum véi nhau & Nha ga Trung tam ltic chidu chti nhat. Ca sau ngudi trong
rat pho phac, nhung cé chuyén gi méi vay?



Mot diéu cudi

bo la ky Lé Ta on, luc danh 101 cam on cho nhiing gi ta c6. Vdy... cam on ban vi tat thay nhiing
cai quan da & hiéu Intermix va cai choang da cyc dep ma to sam tir hiéu Scoop. CAm on moi
ciu trai t& biét va nhirng nguoi to chua tung gdp vl da cang lon cang dé thwong hon. Va cam
on moi ngwdi vi da luén cw xtr nhé nhang va luén luén dem lai cho té chuyén dé ké.

Sap c6 nhiéu chuyén hon.

Cac ciu biét cac ciu yéu t& ma!

GNC



Va ngwoi chién thang la...

C6 McLean, hiéu truong trwong Constance Billard, da ra mot quy dinh rang cac 0 gailop trén
sé& duoc mién cho hai budi hoc cudi ngay thir hai dé tham gia lién hoan phim cudi cap. Tlop 7
dén 16p 12 kéo vao hoi tredng va chon chd ng6i. Mot man hinh trang rong treo tir tran nha tha
xubng san khiu. Cac thi sinh ng01 ¢ hang dau Blair, Vanessa va Serena cling trong s6 do.
Arthur Coates, nguoi cha dién vién ndi tiéng cua Isabel, dirng trén buc, san sang doc phat biéu
va gi¢i thiéu cac bo phim.

Serena ng01 & cudi hang dau gin ctra s6. CH ngam nhing nguoi di bo an mac banh bao diéu qua
duwong s6 93. Mong tay c6 da hoan toan bi gam nham nho, va c6 thay lo ling dén murc chd ngra
ram ran trong doi tit den cia minh lan ra thanh con ngta toan dién chay tir mat ca chan lén
dén dui.

Di nhién, c6 trong van dep. C6 lic nao cling dep.

Nhung Serena rat lo lang bay la mot du an ngoai khoa cua co. Thang loi tai cudc thi nay la cach
duy nhat dé co chirng to voi truong dai hoc rang c6 khong chi la mot dLra con gai bi dudi khoi
trwong noi tra chi vi khong lo dén viéc quay vé hoc ding hen sau khai giang, hay mot co nang
c6 bang diém ching co gl gdy chuy. C6 khong phai 1a mot dita hoan toan kém céi. Co biét sang
tao. C6 c6 nang luc. CO c6 gu thim my.

Va néu ho khéng thé nhin ra dwoc diéu dé, thi mic xac ho... Phai khong nhi?

kkk

Vanessa ciing lo lang, mdc du c6 khong d€ 16 ra. C6 ngbi thu vao trong ghe choc choc vao phia
trén quyén so dyc 10 3 vong mau den cua minh, nhin chdm cham vao dbi ing Doc Martens cua
minh trén san go hoi truong. C6 chang ban tam viéc Ruby va Clark khong don nhén phim cta
c0. Jenny da noi nd thlch phim d6. Va tham chi néu cau chuyén khong that sy di theo dung cach
cd mudn, va sw két noi gitra Marjorie voi Dan liu tiu hon ca tiéng top m& xeo xéo, phan quay
phim van xuat sic. ThAm chi trwdc khi c6 bat dau lam ‘phim, c6 da tinh dén viéc chién thing
cudc thi. N6 sé la ci quyét dinh cho ¢6 dwoc tiép nhin sém vao trueong NYU,

kksk

Blair cam thay dau bung boi hang loat ly do. N6 dd goi dién, gui mail va dé tin nhan chat lai cho
Nate tw lac no tro lai thanh pho chiéu thr bay, nhung cau chang hé dap lai. Pém qua no gan
nhw d3 ao dén nha cdu dé xem chuyén gi da xay ra, nhuwng roi me né da 16i n6 dén xem xét
khach san St. Claire dé quyet dinh loai do an dung cho dam cuéi. G nhu 1a Blair cé thé cho y
kié€n rang mdn c4a bam vién L nay qua tanh hay mén salad kia thi tron qua nhiéu dau. Sau khi ho
da dat xong bon mén, né con phai nghe me va nguoi sap ddt tiéc cwdi c6 cudc tranh ludn ngd
ngan vé viéc bo tri hoa nén cao hay thdp - dé cudng dai hay cuong ngan Cao nghia la moi
nguoi sé khé nhin dwoc qua ching. Thap nghia la chung trong khong an twong. Ho chot lai ia
tam lung chirng, nhw thé d6 khong phai 1a diéu hién nhién nhat trén thé giéi nay.

Khi vé nha, bd Blair da dé lai mot loi nhan trong may tra loi, hoi cuéc phong van vao Yale cda
G4u con cla dng ra sao. N§ khong goi lai. Ky trc ve cudc phong van nhirc dau van bam lay no
nhw mot cai béng hdi hdm, va né tir chdi nhic dén véi bat cirai. N6i vé didu do nghia la sé phai
thira nhan bi danh bai, va Blair chuwa san sang cho diéu do. ‘Thay vi thé, n6 gtti cho bé mot e-
mail vui vé, ké tat ca vé nguoi phong van da rat hao hing véi reou vang ra sao va da tim cach
dwa mot mon hoc phu vé quan Iy rueou vang vao chwong trinh hoc tir nhiéu ndm nay. N6 khong



nhdc gi dén cudc phéng van thuc sy, chi bao 6ng duy nhat viéc cé dong gop sé dam bao cho né
mot cho chic chan hoan hdo sin sang ¢ Yale. Bang vai dong chit, n6 da khién bod né phai cuéng
1én dé dong gép ca phan dat cat con lai cia minh. N6 1a mot bac thay vé thuyét phuc.

Ho6m nay cudc thi phim mang lai mot co hoi khac dé n6 doi van.
Phai déi. Chi cin phdi thoi.
kskk

“Cam on cac em da dén dw,” 6ng Coates nodi, n& nu cwdi mé hon lirng danh ctia minh. Ong da
dong trong mot chuong trinh truyén hinh hdi méi 16m, c6 mot album bach kim héi ndm hai
muoi tudi va da lam toan nhitng video ca nhac quyen ri.. Gio 6ng la mot ngdi sao dién anh va
quang cao cho Pepsi. “H6m nay t6i han hanh dwoc gi¢i thiéu thé hé ké tiép véi nhitng tai ning
mai trong nganh dién anh.”

Ong néi ngin gon vé lich st sw c6 mit ctia phu nit trong phim. Marilyn Monroe. Audrey
Hepburn. Elizabeth Taylor. Meryl Streep. Nicole Kidman. Julia Stiles.

ROi 6ng gidi thiéu phim dau tién: phim clia Serena. Anh dén tit va phim bit dau chiéu.

Con bon chon rdm ran trong da day Serena khi c6 xem phim ctua minh dudng nhw da lan thw
mdt tram. Tham chi bo phim nhwi ra. Thuc té thi cd bt dau cdm thay kha 1a tw ho vé né.

“U'm. Cau c6 thay ky cuc khong?” Becky Dormand tham thi véi may dira 1dm mom 16p dudi.

“Oi Chda t6i. Trong n6 hw hong khi mac cai vay do thé?” Rain Hoffstetter thi thao v&i Laura
Salmon & hang sau, noi dam 16p lén dang ngoi.

“Ma ciu c6 thé thay ro cai ti tran ctia n6 trong gwong phong thay d6,” Laura thi thao dap.

Khi hinh 4nh m¢ t6i din va 4nh sang bat 1én, khan gia ) tay. Khong phai la tiéng vo tay dién
dai, phin khich, nhung la mot trang vo tay hen tuc. C6 nguoi huyt sao va Serena nghen c6 dé
xac dinh nguoi huyt sao. bo 1a c6 Beckham, gido vién day lam phim. Serena dau cé phai 1a mot
hoc tro cua c6 ay.

“T¢ nghe ndi n6 tham chi chang tw lam dwoc phim,” Kati Farkas thi tham véi Isabel Coates.
“N6 da tra tién cho mot dao dién ndi tiéng dé lam phim do.”

Isabel gat gu. “Té nghi d6 1a Wes Anderson,” co noi.

Ti€p theo, dng Coates gioi thiéu hai phim nira. Pau tién la vé cudc tro chuyén cia Carmen
Fortier v&i ba ndi 94 tudi, chi toan noi vé viéc duoc phan thwdng 1a dwoc xem phim truyén
hinh Pho Virng, va duong nhuw Chang co cam xtc gi. Tiép theo 1a cudc du ngoan ctia Nicki
Button vé ngoi nha nghi mién qué cua c6 ¢ Rumson, New Jersey, mot bd phim chan nhu con
gidn, ddc biet khi c6 dan ra cai tén cua tat ca nhitng con thu nh01 bong co da thu thap hang nim
troi. Fluffernutter. Larry. Bow Wow. Horsie. Ralph. Un in téc xin - khi gié ma toi.

Ai them quan tam co ch&?
Pam con gai treong Constance vo tay 14y 1€, va roi 6ng Coates gidi thiéu phim clia Vanessa.

Phut mai téc do xoan cua Marjorie xudt hién trén man hinh lom, Vanessa bat dau khtc khich
cudi day hoi hop. C6 hiém khi cudi to hay tham chi 1A mim cudi truéc ddm dong, nhung



Marjorie that qua ky cuc dén noi ¢ khong nhin dwgc. Toan than co rung lén, va c6 phai nhin di
chd khac. Bén canh ¢, Blair Waldorf bit chéo chan rat kénh kiéu va ban cho Vanessa mot cai
nhin khinh thi. Roi may quay chuyen dong day dam dudi doc hinh dang nhau nhi cia Dan va
Vanessa ngung cuwoi. Chua o1, cau ta dep that.

Can phong yén lang gidy 1at sau khi phim hét. R01 Jenny bat dau vo tay tir chd c¢d ngdi ciing dam
16p 9. C6 Beckham huyt sdo am 1, va cd phong ram ram tiéng vo tay.

“Dién ctr 1dm, Marjorie!” Vai dta ndm thi hai la 1én.
“Cai chi ti€t bao cao su d6 that tém,” Kati thi tham véi Isabel & cudi phong.
“Cai do6 nghia la cai quai gi?” Laura hoi.
“Cai dira con gai do6 that swloan tri r6i,” Rain néi.
Cudi cung la man cua Blair.
Blair 4p cai Pa]lmPilot ctia n6 vao nguc glong nhw canh Audrey Hepburn dn chiéc banh sung bo
ngdu nghién. O phia cudi phong, ddm ban né nhin nhay trén ghé theo nhac va v tay am 1 khi
phim két thuc.
“N6 hay chit,” Isabel bao Kati. “Khéng phai thé sao?”
“Han roi,” Kati dong y.
“Phim d6 duwoc,” Becky Dormand néi tham véi dam ban. “Y té& 13 né chic chan khong mat - qua
nhiéu thoi gian cho 1am phim dé bay gi® ban biu dién don xin vao moi trudng dai hoc & By

bong.”

“Té nghe noéi ngay ca néu dob vao Yale, no sé xin hoan viéc hoc lai mot nam dé c6 thé theo miy
cai chwong trinh tri liéu phap rat khic nghiét,” mot c6 gai 1¢p 16n nodi.

“Y caulavi chuyen no c6 véi anh con dwong? Té nghe néi bon ho da ngu véi nhau tw khi cau ta
chuyén dén,” Becky néi.

'"

“Eo té&m!” Cac co con lai la lén.

Cudi cung Arthur Coates ding day voi mot phong bi trang trong tay. “Cac em biét diy, khong
thuc sw c6 ngudi thang hay ké thua,” dng bt dau.

Blair nuét nwéc bot day lo 1dng. Vdng, vdng, ving. Hiy mé cdi phong bi chét tiét dé ra.

“Va nguoi chién thang la...”

Khoang dirng nang né,

“Serena van der Woodsen!”

Hoan toan im lang.

ROi Vanessa dung ddy va tru lén kiéu séi nhw chi c6 da day co. C6 that vong, nhung phim cta

Serena tot, va khi that - c6 tw hao da tham gia mot phan trong dé. Khi thay Vanessa, Jenny ciing
dirng day, va vd tay am 1. Roi c6 Beckham dirng day va hét Ién, “Hoan ho,” va ca trudng ciing



hoa theo.

Serena budc 1én buc, mat birng 1én hanh phic va don nhan giai thwéng - hai tdm vé dén Cannes
va ba dém & mot khach san nam sao trong subt thoi gian lién hoan phim vao mua xudn. C6
ngap ngung, vén mai téc vang 6ng cia minh ra sau tai va ghé vao micro.

“T6i mudn moi hai c6 gai nira 1én day,” c6 noi. “Vanessa Abrams va Jennifer Humphrey. T6i da
khong thé hoan thanh bd phim ma khong c6 ho.”

Vanessa the ludi ra voi Jenny tr bén kia hoi truong va roi di 1én buc véi Serena. Rut cuc thi cd
da dam trach tat ca phan quay phim. C6 dang duoc ghi nhan vé viéc lam cho toan bo cai thit
nay thanh hién thuec.

Serena nam tay Vanessa va dua cho c6 mot tAim vé may bay. “Cam on,” ¢6 thi thAm. “T¢ mubn
cau cé nd.”

Jenny hao htrc len qua dau g01 cia dam ban cung 16p va lén VO’l Serena cung Vanessa trén buc.
Serena hon 6 vao ma va dn tdm vé may bay kia vao tay c6. “Em tuyét 13m,” Serena néi. Jenny
do mat: c6 chwa bao gior dirng truedc mot cir toa bao gio.

biéu nay khong thé x4y ra, Blair nghi. N6 ng01 ngay do trén ghe va nham mat lai chim trong
tiéng vo tay. N6 dang thlep di. Mé1 ba gio sang. Ngay thi hai van chua bat dau. Con vai gio
dong ho nira cho dén lic no buoc day tw hao 1én buc trong chiéc do len mau thach thdo may
man ctia n6 va dén nhan giai thwdng tir tay ngai Coates.

bang tiéc.

Blair m& mat. Serena van dang rang r& nhu choc tikc gittra dam dong.

Va Blair vn dang déng trong bd phim bi thwong nhit moi thoi dai. BO phim d6 1a cudc doi nd.



Tha dau thwong khong thé bo

“Minh thing roi!” Serena hét 1én.

Dan da vao cai chai Snapple v& trén Dai 10 West End, ap dién thoai vao tai. “Thang gi co?” Cau
héi, c6 khéng té ra quan tam.

“Lién hoan phim cubi cap, Serena hao hirng noi. “Ho thich né! Minh khong thé tin duoc.
Vanessa con n6i minh nén nghi dén viéc ndp don vao cac trueong nghé thuat. Minh cé thé tré
thanh nha lam phim!”

“Tot day,” Dan noi. Cau khong thé nghi ra duoc mot sy hwong ng nao kha di hon. Moi lan
nghe giong cia Serena hay chi can nghi vé c6, cdu cdm thay minh nhw bi hanh ha.

“Du sao minh ciing chi muén ciu biét vi ciu d3 xem phim,” Serena noi.
Khong dap lai.

I(Dan?"

u[}u?»

“Chi chic chan 1a ciu van con nghe. A ma nay,” c6 lién thodng, “Minh phai lam cac thi do cudi
cudi tuan nay, vi thé minh cé 1& khong di choi dwoc cing nhau. Nhung ciu van di dw dam cuédi
cung v&i minh chit, phai khong?”

Dan lac dau. Hdy bdo cé dy la khong, li tri ra 1énh cho cau.
“Cau da htra ro6i ma,” Serena nhic nhé.
“Dworc roi,” cAu ndi. Trai tim ciu IAn nao ciling thang.

“Hay lam,” Serena noi. “Okay, minh sé& goi cu sau. Chao nhé.”

Co tat _may. Dan ngoi xuong bac cu01 cung hién nha ai d6 va run run cham thuéc. Cau dan
phan tng qua da chang? C6 thé 1a cau da sai hét ca ching? Cé 18 Serena quan tam that, it nhat
mot chut xiu.

Cé thir d€ hi vong.

Va c6 thi dé hanh ha ban than ciu tiép.



J c6 hwong vi ngon hon

“Vay truong Brown tét chi?” Jenny hoi Nate. Ho ngoi canh bén thuyen trong Cong vién Trung
tam, nhin nhitng cdu bé cheo nhing cai thuyén con vit d6 choi va nhitng chiéc 14 dang troi.
Nate nim tay nd va cam thay that dep khi jenny khong ban tam viéc ho cé néi chuyén hay
khong.

“U,” Nate néi. “Y anh la anh van phai hoc tot hoc ky nay va viét bai luin linh tinh. thng anh
thll’C sw khéng nghi vé viéc hoc tlep nam t&i, em biét day. Va bay gio anh hoi bi bin loan.” Cau
nam tay Jenny dwa lén tredc mat va xem xét nhu'ng ngon tay nho nhin ctia né.

Jenny cwoi. “Anh dang lam gi day?”

“Anh khong b1et That tuyét khi gap em.” Nate mim cuw0i voi no. “Jennifer,” cu noi. “Anh da
nghi vé em ca Ky cuoi tudn, va gio em dang & day.”

“Em cling viy,” Jenny néi, mim cwdi xau ho. M6t 1an nira, n6 héi hop khéng biét Nate c6 dinh
hon né khong.

“Anh cdm thay hoi chan trwérc khi bon minh vao cong vién,” Nate ti€p tuc, “Em biét day, lic ma
bon ban anh dén ay?”

Jenny gat dau. Vdng?

“Cé diéu nay anh muon lam,” Nate néi. “Va anh nén lam téi cho xong luén.”

Vang, vang!

Nate kéo no lai gan. Ho mé to mat, mim cwoi khi hon nhau.

Jenny da tirng hon hai cdu con trai trong mot tro choi hon nhau ¢ mot bu01 lién hoan, nhung
hon Nate la khoanh khic tuyét voi nhat trong ca cudc doi cia nd. N6 cdm thay nhw minh sap

nod tung vi hanh phc.

Nate ngac nhién Ve sw thanh thuc cua Jenny. RS rang 1a cam giac tot hon nhiéu so véi khi cdu
hén Blair. Jenny c6 hwong vi ngon hon. Nhw banh vong dudng hay sita vanilla lic.

CAu lui lai, vAn nhin vao gwong mit xic dong va hanh phic cia Jenny.

Jennifer khong biét Ve Blair, va Blair khong biét vé Jennifer. Cau da 10 di nhitng cd dién thoai
cua Blair va don glan la vo nhu n6 khong ton tai, nhung cau cé thé tiép tuc nhw thé bao lau
nita? S¢m hay mudn Nate cling s€ phai noi ra.

Cau chi khong biét phai noi cai gi day.



Dwdng chan bang sira thiu

Sau cudc mua sam nhe nhang & ctra hang Chanel dwéi tang trét, Eleanor Waldorf va dam phu
dau di thang may 1én hiéu spa Frederic Fekkai Beauté de Provence trén dudng s6 57. Blair, me
Blair, Kati, Isabel, Serena va di Zo Zo cta Blair déu téi do dé dudng chdn tay trong sita-va-mat-
ong, dap bun bién 1én mat, va di nhién Ia tan doc vé dam cudi. Sau cung, ho sé an trua ¢ hiéu
Daniel, nha hang yéu thich cia Eleanor Waldorf. Di Fran cta Blair sé gip ho & d6, khong di
du'c”)'ng chan vi co ghét nguwoi ta so vao chan minh.

Spa trong glong nhu mot nha hang ban ron, ngoai trt né c6 mui dau gdi va keo xit toc Frederic
Fekkai thay vl do an. N6 rong rai va sang sua, nguwoi lam chay té1 chay lui, phuc vu cac chi em.
Tat cd mac bo ao choang mau be nhu trong bénh vién dé bao vé quan 4o0. Mbi mdt ¢ phuc vu
deu nhudm téc vai soi sang mau bach kim va vang pha mau trai dau. Pay 1a mau téc dang noi
ctia man Upper East Side.

“Ciao, mes cheries![22]” Pierre, m6t anh chang ngwoi Nhat manh khanh 1am 1€ tin la 1én. “Toi
sé dwa ba nguwoi di dwong chan trong khi ba ngwoi kia sé lam mat. Theo t6i, theo t6i nao!”

Blair chang con biét moi sy dlen ra thé nao, nhung n6 nhanh chong nhan ra minh duwoc ng01
giita Serena va me véi hai tay va chan ngam trong nhiing cai bat dung day sita &m pha mat
ong, trong khi Kati, Isabel va di né dang lam mat & khu khac ctia spa.

“Thé nay khong tuyét sao?” Me Blair thu thi, nim nga ra ghé.

“Stta clia con c6 mui réi,” Blair néi. N6 wérc gid ma minh da bdo me la né sé gap moi nguoi &
nha hang, giéng nhw di Fran da bao.

“Chau chua di dudng chan tay lan nao ké tlr hdi he,” Serena ndi. “Chan chau ban dén nodi chau
sé chang ngac nhién néu no lam sira ciia chau bi thiu di.”

Tao ciing sé chdng ngac nhién ddu, Blair chua chat nghi.

“Chi mu6n lam méng thé nao?” Thg lam mdéng cho me né hoi khi chi ta xoa bép ngén chin cia
ba.

“T6i thich ki€u tron, khéng nhon,” me né dé nghi.
“Em thich ciia em vudng,” Serena noi.
“T6i cling vy,” Blair ndi, mac du n6 ghét phai néi ra la minh thich bat cir cai gi Serena thich.

Ngudi lam mong cho Blair vo dua vao hong né. “Em qua cing cing. Thw gidn nao,” cb ta noi.
“Em la c6 dau a?”

Blair ngay ra nhin c6 ta.

“Khong, toi co,” me no tra 101 day phan khdi. “La 1An thit hai cha to6i,” ba thi thAm, nhdy mat véi
nguwoi the lam méng trong that tirc mat.

Blair cAm th4y co bap ctia né con cang cirng hon thém. Lam sao ma né thw gidn duoc & cai dia
nguc nay?



“Me thay mdy cai_quan pajama bang cashmere rat dep trong gian hang dan 6ng ¢ hiéu
Barneys,” me 16 t1ep tuc lam nham. “Me dang nghi sé 14y mot cai cho Cyrus lam qua cwéi.” Ba
quay sang Blair. “Con c6 nghi dng 4y s& mic n6 khong?”

Serena liéc nhin lo lang sang Blair, khong hiéu liéu n6 c6 nén noi gi khong. Gio 1a co hoi cho ¢6
de 1at tiy Blair va budc n6 hién nguyén hinh la mot dira hw hong. Co co thé noéi dai 10a1 nhu la

Nay Blair, chang phai t& thay cau dang mua mot cai quan pajama ciing nhu thé & Barneys
tuan truéc ma?” Nhung mat Blair méi Iic dé va dé hon, va Serena khong né long nao noi ra
nhitng chuyén nhuw thé. Hay ding hon, co qua nhan tu. Blalr da gan nhw da quan tri dén nobi di
an trom cai quan pajama - Serena khong can phai lam cho né suy sup thém ti nao nira.

“Con khéng ro dau, me a,” Blair tra loi day kho sé. C6 né ngra ngay. Co6 1é n6 dang bi di tng va
phai lao t&i bénh vién ngay.

Tho lam mong két thic c6ng doan xoa bdp tay va ngodi xudng ghé thap hon dé bép chan khach
véi dau 0di hvong.

“Con chua ké me nghe bu6i phong van & Yale ctia con thé ndo ddy,” me Blair n6i, mat ba nham
nghién vé sung swdng.

Blair da phai mot viing sira trén san nha.

“C4n than,” ngudi tho lam mong clia n6 nhac.

“Xin 16i,” Blair gat. “N¢ dién ra tot dep ca, me a, thuc sw t6t.”

Bén canh ng, Serena buéng mot tiéng thé dai. “Chau vira c6 mot budi & Brown cudi tuan roi,”
cO noi. That kinh khung Chaou nghl nguwdi phong van chiac lac 4y dang c6 mot ngay toi té hay

sao ay. Ong 4y ctr nhw ngé ngan.”

Brown? Serena & Brown cudi tudn trwéc? Nhirng tiéng chuéng bao dong, coi hy, la 6, tat ca vang
1én Am 1 trong dau Blair.

“Co chac chau di lam t6t hon la chau nghi diy, con gai a,” ba Waldorf tran an Serena. * ‘Nhirng
budi phong van déu kinh khung ca. C6 chang hiéu tai sao ngudi ta lai tao ra nhiéu stc ép thé
1én may dira con gai cac chau ch.”

Blair lam tung toe mot viing sita khac trén san. N6 khong thé ng01 yen dwoc nira. N6 woc gi
ngwdi tho 1am méng bé chan né ra. “Budi phong van clia cau lic nao?” N6 héi Serena.

“Thir bay,” Serena néi. C6 khong chac liéu c6 nén dé cip chuyén Nate cling & dé khong. Co c6
cam giac rang dung thi hon.

“Lic nao hom th& bay?” Blair truy van.
“Muwroi hai gio,” Serena dap.
Oi cha.

“Nate c6 budi phong van & d6,” Blair choi bai ran. “Ciu 4y ciing dén d6 lic mudi hai gio thi
bay.”

Serena hit hoi sau. “U, t& biét,” ¢6 no6i. “Té thay ciu dy & do.”



Blair cong ban chan len trong sw gian dit. Chuyén ché ma gi vday? Ngwoi the lam mong v0 vao
chan né. “Tha 16ng nao,” chi ta nhic nhé.

“Nate chang goi gi minh tir ldc ciu 4y quay v&,” Blair lau bau. Mat n6 he hé khi né liéc nhin
nghiéng Serena.

Serena nhun vai. “Nate va t& that sy khong noi chuyén nita,” c6 noi. Co nhat dinh sé khong noi
gi dén su thit 1a cd va Nate da ngu cung givong trong mot phong khach san va thirc day tay
trong tay. Hoic chuyén ho da cung say bet nhe ¢ bita lién hoan bia tdy ldy cua Erik va cung nén
& bui rAm sau nha anh c6. Ho da khong no6i chuyén véi nhau ké tir lic quay vé thanh pho - diéu
dé thi qua ding.

“Ama thang Nate né bién diu dy nhi?” Me Blair ngdp. Cuéc mat-xa chin lam cho ba thiép di.
“Phai dén ca nam trdi me chdng nhin thdy no.”

“Con ciing vay,” Blair rit 1én, va né chic chan Serena c6 gi dé dé€ khui ra. “Con khéng hiéu tai
sao day.”

Serena biét Blair dang dgi c6 lam nhitng viéc nhw ki€u ty thi. C6 nham mat lai. “Pirng c6 nhin
t&,” c6 néi. Nhung ding pht c6 néi ra ciu dé, cé wéc gia minh dirng néi. N6 gan nhw la ¢ dang
tra loi vay.

Blair dirng diy dot ngdt, lam sanh hai bat stra cia minh ra san va gan nhw lam d6 up chiu rira
chan ctia minh.

“Troi a!” Ngwoi tho lam méng kéu ré 1én, nga ra khoéi ghé va ddp moéng xuéng mot viing sira.
“Blair, chuyén gi thé?” Me n6 kéu lén.

“Con xin 16i,” Blair gat lén. Nwéc mat nong bong gian dir trao ra tir mat no. “Chi la con khong
thé ngoi day them ti nao nita. Con vé nha day.” N6 liéc nhin xuong nguoi tho lam mong. “Xin 161

vi da [am 16n x0n,” né néi. Réi né lao ra khéi phong, suyt trueot trén san gach wort.

“Tat ca chuyén nay la vé cai gl th&?” Me Blair hoi Serena. Ba lo lang vé con gai minh, nhung ba
khong dinh dudi theo Blair va danh tir bd su chiéu chudng.

Serena lac dau. C6 chang c6 gi dé€ lam véi nhitng chuyén gitra Blair va Nate, mac dii ¢d c6 to mo
that. Va c6 ciing thay lo lang cho Blair, du cho sy nho6 nhen qua dang ma Blair da danh cho cb
gan day. Blair xuit hién la dé c6 vai thi dé va.

“Ban 3 4y chic 1a chi lo lang vé dam cuoi thoi a,” Serena noi, mac du c6 chac muoi muoi la dam
cudi chi chiém mot phan ti xfu trong nhitng phién mudn ctia Blair. “C6 biét cach ban dy dén
nhan ra sao roi diy.”

Me Blair gat gu nhw mot théi quen.
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Khuyen cao: Tat ca nhirng tén thit vé noi chon, con ngwoi va sw kién déu dwoc thay doi hoac
viét tit dé bao dam khach quan. Cu thé 13 tén to.



Xin chao cac cau!

Khong ai lam t6t hon

Do cudc xuat phat day kich tinh cua minh, B bo 1& mat budi lam mat ¢ hiéu Frederic Fekkai.
That la phi hoai, vi rat it tiém spa nao lam t6t hon. N6 cling b6 mat man K va I say rwou vang
trang & nha hang Daniel va ho trdn an me né rang Bva N da khong con giit tron ven dll’O’C quan
hé cua minh nira. N6 cling bo 1& mat tiét muc cac di n6 kiém tra ke hoach vao dai hoc ctia S. Va
no6 bé 1& mat mon banh so6-co-la phong khong chd nao sanh dwoc & man trung tAm nay. Hay hi
vong rang no khong bo 1o mat dAm cuwdi - vang no thi chuyén van vui, nhung né sé dem lai cho
chung ta toan b6 tan kich.

E-mail cia ban
CHGNC,

T& nghe noi S da ngu v&i, hinh nhw 13, toan bo ban gidm khao lién hoan phim, vi thé chang phai
ngac nhién 16m lao gi khi c6 ta thdng. Cau biét y té néi chi?

- Ceecee

BH ceecee o,

C6 4y ngt v&i tit cd bon ho? Thim chi cd véi phu ni?

- GNC

B G. nhigu chuyén nay,

Chuyén nong khong? té chi muon bao ciu rang té nght cau hap dan cho du chung minh chua
gdp nhau. Ama t¢ la con trai nhe. t& cling muon néi rang t¢ da ¢ ngoai cong vién sau gio hoc
hom thi tu va trong thay J véi N. con nho dé qua la kh6 quén duoc. té¢ muodn néi dén nua trén
than nguoi nho ay. Hai dia trong co ve rat hanh phuc khi dwoc gip nhau néu cau hiéu y t&
muodn noi gi.

- Goodie

EE Chao Goodie,

Uh, cAm on vé loi khen (néu dang 1a 1oi khen). CAm on nhiét liét vé sw do la. Nhw vdy nghiala N
va J da hen ho nhau sau gio hoc hang ngay. Toi nghiép B.

- GNC
Nhitng canh trong thiy

B rinh mo trén cac pho gitta nha Sva N, c6 tim cach bat duoc qua tang. / va N dang hoc ¢ thw
vién cong cong trén dwong s6 96.Dé thuong ghé! N da xac dinh ro rang muc tiéu di vao truong
Brown va di vao... tim J. § ding bén ctra s0, mdc cai vay Chloé ma me ctia B dd mua cho cac phu
dau. Té biét c6 nang dwong nhién la cé dang dep nhat Pai 16 Nam, nhwng té nghe néi c6 ay dao



nay trong cé vé hoi phi nhiéu. C6 1é vi an nhiéu do6 an tap nham ¢ Rhode Island[23] chang? N
dang lya bd 18 phuc cho minh & hiéu Zeller. Va B dang ¢ mot san choi khic con cau ¢ cong vién
Quang trwong Madison véi em trai va cau anh con du'0'ng T¢& cho 1a khic con cau con thu vi
hon Ia di kéo dan kéo 1 voi ba me sdp-thanh-c6-dau ctia né hay dam ban bé phut dau bim bo
cua nd. That kho tin.

Chwa day mot tuan la dén ngay trong dai. Hdy vui mung don 18 Ta on, nhung dirng chén nhiéu
qua, kéo ban sé khong nich ndi vao bo quan 4o mic di dn cudi dau day!

Cac cau biét cac ciu yéu t& ma!

GNC



Phu ré hiap dan va phu dau quyén rii

“Bo vay nay lam to trong giéng nhw la bom silicone vao dui dy,” Kati kéu ca, bau bau vao chin
khi c6 ngdm minh truéc guong.

“NO lam da to trong xam ngoeét di,” Isabel phu hoa. C6 bom it dau Lubriderm ra tay va xoa lén
khap tay. “T¢ phai mua cai bot lam nau da & Sephora méi dwoc,” cd tré méi ra.

Blair truwon ra khoi givong trong phong khach san St. Claire va vo 1dy cai vay Chloé, gidng n6
Ién tur nhitng ngon tay. D6 la mot cai vay dai mau nau va bong, véi nhirng hat trai dinh chéo
khip phan vat trén, véi hai soi day dwoc két crdm xinh x3n giéng nhw vong cd giit 1y phan
than trén.

N6 gidt cai do choang nha tam mau trang cua khach san ra va chui dau vao chiéc vay. Chit vai
om sat lay thin nguoi no, nhung khong bi cam giac chat ma thuc sw rat tuyét. Blair soi vao
guong. Bo vay khong lam cho né c6 vé béo ti nao., N6 trong hip din. Hom qua no6 da lam sach
Iong, soi da, tdy t& bao chét, xdng hoi va boi kem dudng tir chan toc cho dén mong ngon cai o
Salon va Spa Aveda trén ph6 Spring. N6 da nhudm vai s¢i téc sang mau be vang mao1i, va nghé si
trang diém cho me no da thoa toan than no bang phan nhil. Blair béi téc cao vong lén nho ban
tay cua tho' 1am dau ctia me né. N6 khong quan tam viéc Isabel va Kati khong thich bo vay cua
ho. Nate sé khong thé roi tay khoi né dém nay. Thém vao d6 1a bo vay clia n6 that hop véi doi
Manolo bd né da tang dip sinh nhat. Blair 16 d6i giay ra khoi tui va x6 vao chan. N6 vui mung
vi da c6 thé chung thiy dwoc véi b, ngay ca trong dam cwdi ngu ngdce clia me né.

“Cau biét ciu mudn té ma,” Blair n6i véi minh trong guong, vo nhuw dang noi chuyén voi Nate.
N6 trong that day bat ngd, va né da hoan toan sdn sang lam chuyén do.

“Xong ca roi,” Serena néi, buwéc ra khoi phong tam trong mot bau khoéng khi nirc mui nwéc hoa
ngot ngao. Bo vay trong ciing rat tuyét hao vai no, nhung Blair c6 khong nhin. N6 da lam duorc
mot viéc phl thuong 1a lam lo Serena di suot ca buoi lam toc va trang diém chiéu nay. N6
khong thay cé ly do ndo dé chdm ditt viéc lo c6 ta di ltic nay.

Ai d6 go cira. “Nay, t& day,” tiéng Aaron noi. “Cac ciu san sang chwa?”

Blair m¢ ctra. Aaron va Tyler dang ding bén ngoai hanh lang, deu mic 1é phuc. Aaron da cat
ngan nhitng lon téc khién ching chia ra moi huwong trén dau cau. Trong cau glong nhu mot
ngoi sao nhac rock di dw 18 trao giai Grammy Bén canh, Tyler trong nhu mot quy 6ng nho hoan
hao, voi mai toc ré ngdi bong muot va chiéc no thit tuyét khéo. N6 phai thira nhan rang ca hai
nguoi trong that dang ngwong mo.

“Cha,” Aaron néi. “Bo vay that hoanh trang.”

Tyler gt diu dong y. “Chi nom dep that, Blair a,” ciu néi vé chin thanh.

Blair nhiu may, nhung thich thd vi sw cha y. “Hai ngwoi khéng nghi né lam té trong béo day
chw?”

That la mot nir chia déong danh.
Aaron lic dau. “Thdi nao, Blair,” ciu néi. “Pang 4y biét 1a ding 4y hip dan ma.”

Blair nhan nhé. “Cau nghi thé thit sao?”



“Ur,” Aaron noéi. “Mookie ciing nght vay. No bao t& diy. Té phai dé€ n6 & nha, nhung né ro la
muodn ruc vao chan ciu trong cai vay do.”

“D& hoi,” Blair gdm 1én, mac du n6 dang hian hoan vui tirng phiit mot.
N6 quay lai Kati, Isabel va Serena. “Pi nao,” n6 néi. “Pi cho xong may cai cua khi nay.”

Khi cac c6 gai rut ra khoi phong, Blair ngoai lai nhin cai giwong c& dai 16ng lay cla phong suite.
Puwoc roi, vay la chi vai tiéng nira sé la dia | nguc. Chic chan 1a né khéng biét dwoc cai tén nao
Chua chon cho truwong dai hoc no sé€ vao nam t&i. Nhuwng hém nay la sinh nhat n6, va dém nay
né sé mat thir 4y cho Nate trén cai giwdng kia.

kkk

“Con, Cyrus Solomon Rose, c6 dong y lay Eleanor Wheaton Waldorf lam nguoi vo gan bé hop
phap cua minh, dé yéu thu'O'ng va cham sdc, trong 6m dau cling nhu trong manh khoe, cho dén
khi cai chét chia lia cac con?’ Muc su giao phal Hiép Nhat hoi khi dirng bén ban the ctia Nha
nguyén da tin ngwéng Lién hop qudc.

“Con dongy.”

“Va con, Eleanor Wheaton Waldorf, c6 dong y lay Cyrus Solomon Rose lam nguoi chong gan bo
hop phap cta minh, dé yéu thwong va cham sdc, trong 6m dau ciing nhw trong manh khée, cho
d&n cai chét chia lia cac con?”

“0,vang. Con dongy.”

Misty Bass dua hong vao mot trong nhirng cai ghé& go cung do cia nha nguyén. “Noi lai toi
nghe tai sao ho lai phai cu¢i nhau nhanh nhw thé?” C6 thi tham véi Titi Coates.

C6 Coates nhich lai gin nguoi ban cua minh va cho cb ta biét qua tim mang che mat mau xanh
dinh tren cai mii l16ng cong dep dé cia minh. T01 nghe ndi chi ta dang sap hét tién,” co thi
tham. “D6 1a cach duy nhat dé chi ta hét no nan.”

C6 Archibald khong thé nhin du'o'c viéc chen vao. “Toi nghe noi chi a dy mé cai nha nghi mua he
cua anh ta & Hamptons[24],” c6 néi, ruén ngudi dé noi ‘tham vao tai Misty va Titi. “Chi dy
mudn n6é cho minh, nhwng anh ta khong ban. Vi thé chi 4y phai nghi ra cach khac dé tho tay
dwoc vao day.”

“Cac chi nghi vu nay sé dwoc bao 1au?” Misty hdi day ngo vue.

Titi mim cwoi cy. “Cac chi cé thé séng dwoc bao 1au véi cdi ngir d6?”

Ho sam soi Cyrus Rose, luc nay dang hoan toan do phirng phung trong bd 18 phuc ban ngay co
soc nho va danh dong bo mau kem tir 4o somi, ca vat cho dén 4o gilé. Ong ta deo mot cai dong
ho bé thi bang vang va c6 hang ctic mit ca trén giay.

Ciic mdt cd? Ong ta nghi day 1a ngay gi, mot bita da tiéc hdéa trang chic?

Eleanor trong rang ré mac du cai vay bong Little Bo Peep mau hong sam ctia ba kha ky cuc.

Cdp mat xanh cia ba rom roém nhirng giot nuwdéc mat hanh phtc, nhitng vién kim cwong gia bao
14p lanh trén co, trén tay va trén doi tai.



Nhwng quan trong nhat, ay la phu diu va phu ré...

Blair cAm chat b6 hoa ly trang va gitr mat nhin dan vao Nate, dang hoan toan ¢d tranh khoi thu
tuc dam cuai.

Vai ngay truwdc, Nate cudi cung cling gui cho né mot e-mail quanh co noi rang cau xin 16i vi da
khong gap né mot thoi gian, nhung cau phal 1én viing Maine dé nghi le Ta on cung gia dinh.
Blair dap lai ngay lap tic, bao cdu rang nd rat hoi ‘hopva phan khich vé dem nay. Nate chang
dap lai, vi thé né phai tw théa man ban than bang y nghi moi su s& dwoc gidi quyét khi ho nhin
thay nhau tré lai.

Chirng nao con ranh Serena kia khong dinh vao chuyén nay.

Blair cho xem mat Nate c6 nhin vao Serena khong de no6 c6 thé bat qua tang cau nhin c6 ta
théem mudn. Nhung Nate lai gitr hwong nhin thang vao noi hanh 1&, d6i mat xanh luc ctia ciu
long lanh duéi 4nh nén nha nguyén.

Lan nay, Blair quyét dinh to ra lac quan.

C6 thé, chi la c6 thé, né da sai lAm vé ho. Hay quén Serena di - Nate dang phan khich vé dém
nay giong nhw Blair. Con sao nira khi cau lai trong dep dé dén thé? Ciu tda ra sirc quyén ri
manbh liét.

M6t lan nira, ca no ciing viy.

B¢ vay Chloe vira voi than hinh n6 nhuw thé mot chiéc bao cao su, va né hoan toan khéng mac gi
bén trong ngoai trir mot doi tat dai moéng cé ding ten.

0i, va d6i Manolo sinh nhat cda nd, di nhién roi.
Blair da san sang. N6 1a mot cai may lam tinh cAm bé hoa c6 dau.
Vay tai sao Nate khong nhin né chir?

kksk

Nate nhin vao noi lam 1é, gia vor rat cham chu dé tranh nhin phai mat Blair. Cau biét 1a Blair
hom nay dac biét trong hap dan nhung tit ca lam cau lo lang veé viéc cau sé xtr Iy moi thir thé
ndo sau day. Trong tii cau la cai but thu phap yéu thich cda ]ennlfer con bé da dwa cho cau dé
nhic cau nhé vé nd khi ciu di nghi 1& Ta on. Nate 'khong thé duwa Jennifer dén 1€ cui vi nhlrng
Iy do hién nhién. Nhung cau da htta la sé gdp né ¢ quay bar khach san trong 18 ti€p don dé nd
c6 thé nhin thay ciu trong b do 1é phuc. Cau cling da hira v&i nd rang cdu nhin khong hit mot
diéu 16n nao trudc 18 cudi. Bay gior cau thay ti€c. Cau dang phai d6i mit véi Blair " trong trang
thai hoan toan tinh tdo. Nate dut tay vao tui 4o va nam chat cay but. N6 1am cho ciu thém bon
cho6n khi nghi vé no.
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Serena ciing cdm thay bon chon, midc du ban chang bao gior biét duoc diéu do. Ngay khi mot
ban tay chuyén nghiép dua lén khuén mit cd6 dé trang diém va lam téc, két qua that phi
thuong. Mai toc vang cua c6 sang bung 1én, lan da lap lanh, g0 ma rang rd va cai vay nau Chloé
om khit lay than hinh c6, lam noi bat doi hong nho nhan, du'o'ng cong cua lung va doi chan dai
thanh tu cua cod.



Nhuwng bén trong, Serena hoi bi réi boi.
DPau tién va trudc nhit, c6 budn phién vé Dan. Ciu cw xr qué xa la.

Cd khong thé tai nao gdp duoc cau trudc 18 cudi, nhung c6 da noi chuyén véi cau dém qua. Gan
nhuw thé. Toan la c6 noi. Dan ch1 li nhi va chi néi voi c6 1a sé gap trong 1& cuwdi. Serena khong
biét chuyén gi dang xay ra v&i cdu, nhung ro 1a cé chuyén that roi.

Co cling mudn phlen vé Blair, sw that 1a Blair dd 10 16 lo c6 ca ngay nay. Cac c6 gai dirng canh
nhau, va Serena c6 thé thuwc sw cdm thay su cing thing phéng ra tir than thé Blair nhw [a tinh
dién vay.

DPang kia 18i di, anh trai Erik clia Serena nhay mat vdi c6. Anh trong giong nhu mot hoang ti
trong b 1& phuc Mot phién ban dan 6ng cua Serena, toc vang, mat xanh, cao, voi 10m dém tan
nhang trén mii va Ilim dong tién that dang yéu trén ma. Serena da n01 véi anh veé cudc phong
van dién khung & Brown va Erik rudt dé ngoai da thot ra moi may tir: “Huych lii 4y mot tran.”
béy khong chinh xdc 1a mot 10 tw van c6 tac dung an ui nhat o tng nhan dugc, nhung Serena
tran trong nhdn quan v6 tw khon ngoan cta anh trai minh - n6 co tac dung v@i anh. Va c6 du
sao cling dang that sw quan tim nghiém chinh dén treong nghé thuit roi.

Co quay dau, c6 gang xac dinh xem Dan dirng dau trong dam khach duw 16, nhung c6 khong thé

thdy mai toc bu xt mau niu cda ciu & dau gitra co man dam mii kiéu cach ctia khach cudi. C6
bin khoan khong biét liéu ciu c6 buc boi khi phai dén khong.
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Dan ngoi thup xudng trong mot chd & phia sau, tay cau tia md hoi nhw dién, c6 gang khong
nghe nhirng 1oi budén chuyén khong ngirng xung quanbh.

“Conloe loet hon t6i mong doi co day,” cdu nghe thay mot nguwoi phu nit thi tham.

“Chi ta mac cai quai gi thé ha tr¢i?” Ngwoi dirng bén canh ciu thi thim lai.

“Thé vé hdn ta thi sao?” Ngwoi phu nit dau tién dap.

“Voi lai b0 vay cua phu dau nira. Trong that khiéu dam!”

Dan khéng biét ho dang néi vé cai gi nita. Moi nguoi ¢ tiéc cudi trong that qua long lay v@i cau,
dac biétla Serena. Dan da gang tam rira sach sé nhat mirc c6 thé, nhung doi giay den tray xudc
cua cdu dd hong hoan toan va a0 somi cua cdu tham chi chang du*crc ui phang phiu. Cau chua
bao gior cAm thay lac 16ng dén thé trong doi.

Nhung c6 4y da mudn ciu & do6 va ciu da dén. Mot con clru sdn sang cho cudc sat sinh.

“Va bay gi®, con c6 thé hén c6 diau,” muc sw tuyén bé.

Cyrus vo0 lay Eleanor quanh hong. Blair gitr chdt b6 hoa vao bung dé khoi non.

Khong phai la mét ny hén rat dai, nhung bat ctr sw phd bay tinh cam nao noi cong cong gitra
nhitng ngudi tAm tudi cha me ban ciing du dé 1am ban mudn 6i.

Cyrus ciAm lay mot ly reou vang quin trong khan dn va nguwoi choi dwong cdm danh nhitng hop
am chdc mung.



Rut cuc, ho da cudi!
bam déng di theo do6i m&i cwdi bang theo 16i di ra ctira nha nguyén.

Bén ngoai & via he Pai 10 Mot, ngang qua tru sé& Lién hop quéc, Blair nhén chan sau Nate va thé
vao tai cau. “Té nhé cau,” né rén lén.

Nate quay vong lai va né nu cwoi dep nhit cia ciu. “Chao. Chic mirng nhé, Blair,” ciu néi roéi
h6én vao ma né.

Blair nhiu may. “Cho cai gl thé? Pay nhw la ngay té nhat doi té.” N6 bwdc gan sat lai ciu. “Trir
khi cdu lam cho né tot hon.”

Nate vAn mim cudi. “Y cau la gi?”

N

Blalr dwoc nudi day qua mirc nén quen ndi vong veo. N6 di thang vao diém chinh. “Y t&13,” né
“t& chdng mac do 16t gi hét.”

Nate tit nu cudi. “Okay.” Cau lAn ban tay trong ti 4o, cham vao cai bit cda Jenny.

“Cau tham chi Van chua chuc mung sinh nhat té,” Blair tré moi dudi ra. N6 gio tay va vo nhe
vao tdi 4o Nate. “Va ciu van chua tang t& qua dau day.”

Tay Nate nam chit cai but, gidu n6 khoi Blair.
“Tai sao cdu khong nho anh kia chup cho bon minh tdm dnh?” Nate goi y mot cach tuyét vong.

Nhlep anh gia cua to Vogue dang ban ron bam nhing kiéu 4nh lang man ctia Cyrus va Eleanor
& phia sau chiéc Bentley ctia ho. Blair di t&i va giat 1dy ¢6 4o anh ta.

“Chup mot kiéu cho em va ban trai em nhé?” C6 hing hai dé nghi.
Nhung khi c6 quay lai, Nate da di khoi.
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Cuoi khu nha, Serena ‘dang doi Dan hién ra tir cra nha nguyén, nhw c6 da htra. Cau di ra va 1é
buérc lai gan cd, dau cau cidi xudng chao.

“Xin 101 v& miy thir trong dé nhé,” Serena noi, khé trao cdu mot cai dm. “Hi vong khong qua ky
quac.”

Dan xoc tay vao tui 4o 1é phuc cia minh. “Ciing okay diy chit.”
“0i t& nghi n6é nhw tro dé hoi dy,” Serena néi. “Té biét nhirng ngwdi d6 ma.”

C6 dwong nhw that sw vui swéng khi cau téi nén Dan quyét dinh c&i mé mot chit. “Pang dy
trong that tuyét,” cau nai.

Serena mim cuoi. “Cau cling vay. bi nao,” c6 nodi, kéo cau téi mot chiéc limo dang doi. C6 day
cau vao bing sau. “Hay udéng téi bén nhé.”

Ho c6 xe riéng cho ho. Dan yéu thich cadch nhirng cai ghé da téa mui. Ciu ngbi sat Serena. Chan



ho cham vao nhau.
“Cam on vi da di cung t&,” Serena noi.

Dan quay dau sang va mat ho gap nhau. Chiéc xe bat dau di ra khdi 1&é dwong. Serena c6 cam
giac Dan dinh n6i gi d6 nghiém tuc.

ROi ctra bang sau bat mé va Nate tho dau vao.

“Chao bon 4y,” cAu hon hén noi. “Cé phién khéng, cho té di nho véi?” Khong doi nao ciu lai ket
trong mot xe riéng vai Blair.

Erik xuit hién dang sau ciu. “Anh nira nhé?” Anh néi. Anh quing mot chai ruou dao vao ghé.
“Anh da mua do6 uong roi day.”

Serena lui vao dé chira lai chd. “Thém dong thém vui!” cb vui swéng thot Ién.
Dan chang noi gi.

Cau chAm mot diéu thudc.



Tiép don khong tiéc tung

“Chau chac phai xdic dong lam nhi.”
“Chuc murng chau yéu!”

Blair da khong tinh dén chuyén phai ding vao hang chao khach sau dam cwdi trong cai kich
ban ctia no cho bd phim toi nay, ma me no véi Cyrus ct bay vé chi t6 lam cho tinh trang kho
chiu kéo dai hon mirc can thiét. Mat né & 4m vi phai cuwoi, va no phat Oom vi moi ngu'o'l hon va
bitné phai néi cho ho nghe lané hanh phuc nhuong nao cho me no. Ctr nhu'dung roi dy.Va cho
du bo té hai, n6 bi day ra tao dang cho may anh bang cach bat moi né cham vao moét bén ma
béo phi, dé h_rng cua Cyrus. Kinh tom.

“Co ay that sw de chiu dé di choi cung day a,” Blair nghe thay Aaron noi voi ai do. Cau ta dang
dirng canh né & trong hang chao khach va ct n6i mai voi moi nguoi rang cau hao hirng ra sao
khi c6 mot ngwdi em gai méi dé chiu nhw vay. Blair biét ciu ta dang cham choc. N6 chi muén
danh cau ta.

Chuc mung sinh nhdt minh, chiic mirng sinh nhat minh, Blair cay dang nght tham Ngay khi viéc
dirng chao khach da xong, né sé di tim Nate va noi chuyen nghiém tac véi cau. Cau ay khong
hiéu né can ciu biét bao Iic nay w? Lam sao cdu ay khong thé nhin ra chit?
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“It nhat ho da ding chuyén nay,” Misty Bass tham thi v&i chong khi ho chao xong chu nha dé
vao phong tiéc thanh lich cua khach san St. Claire, noi ti€p dén tiéc cwdi dién ra. Can phong
sang choang voi do bac, vai dii trang, pha 1& va 4nh nen Mot nhac cong dan harp dang choi kin

dao trong gdc. Boi ban mic 4o trang rét nhitng ly sam-banh vang 6ng va dua quan khach vao
ban da danh cho ho.

Né&u Blair can dw vao viéc sap dit cho ngdi cho chinh no, cic thir chac sé khac di mét chut,
nhung lic nay Serena, Dan, Nate va Erik déu ngbi cung mot ban, trong do Serena ng01 gitra
Nate va Dan. Dau kia ban 1a Chuck Bass, doi twong it dwoc wa thich hon ca ctia Serena va Dan
trong ma vung con lai. Cau ta vuét keo téc béng nhay, lJam cho c4u ta tréng c6 ngoai hinh khac
di. N6 lam cho ciu trong gidng mot trai cu hon bao gio hét.

(Trai cu, danh tir: Mot g trai lo vo tinh, ngao man, dang ghet. Thwong thi, nhung khong phai
ludn luon lun va hoi. Nghi minh la ga trai c6 nang lwc tinh duc manh nhat trong phong nay.)

Chuck thuc su dep trai mot cach a an tuong, theo kiéu may rau nhan nhui dan thwong mai. Ca
tinh d6 ctia cau ta lam cho céu tré thanh mot trai cu.

O hai bén Chuck la Kati va Isabel, vAn odn oai trong bd vay qua chat cta ho.
Dan ngodi vao chd ciia cau va nhin trirng trirng mé hon tran thia nia bang bac.

“Khong dén ndi khé thé dau,” Chuck khinh khinh nhéch mép. Ciu ta chi vao thia dn sup cla
Dan. “Ct choi tw cai bén ngoai vao thoi.”

“Cam on,” Dan noéi vé khé sé. Cau chui hai ban tay &m w6t 1én dau gdi bd 1& phuc. Ciu khong
nén dén day mé&i phai.



B6i ban mang ra mon dau tién. Stp bi ngd, nhan dip 1& Ta on, va mot gié to dung banh cudn bot
nhao chua am.

“Vi vay tao dang thdy mu mo & day,” Chuck tiép tuc chp dién dan ca ban bang cai 16i dang
ghét ciia minh. Cau ta cdm con dao an chi vao Serena ‘Cau di v&i nd a?” Ciu ta héi, bat thinh
linh chia vao Nate. “Hay n6?” Cau ta ddm con dao vé phia Dan.

Erik cudi. “Thuc sw thi Chuck,” anh néi dua cot, “bon né 1a bd ba. Nate c6 nhitng thit hdp dan
Dan v0 cung. Serena gi¢i thiéu hai dira véi nhau.”

Serena khudy sip cua c6 va tron mat 1én day xin 16i véi Dan. “Dan 1a ban t&,” ¢6 néi. “Va ban dy
chac chan dang cam ghét t& ngay lic nay 1am.”

Dan nhin vai. “Khong, minh khong thé dau.”

Nhung cqu ban khodn cau trd 161 that cho cau héi cia Chuckla gi. Cdu di véiné a? Cha, c6 dy thé
sao? C6 dy thé'sao?
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Cubi cung moi khach khira da chao xong, va Blair cung gia dinh méi déng dic cua minh di cung
nhau vé ban dau Blair ngoi xuéng gitta Aaron va Tyler, gan nhu diu lung lai véi Nate. Blair
khong theé tin noi diéu do. Serena va Nate dang ngoi canh nhau & ban bén canh, trong khi né
dang mic ket véi gia dinh minh. That toi té khong thé tin ndi.

N6 ngd nguoi ra ghé dé néi tham vao tai Nate. “Té c6 thé néi chuyén véi cau khong? Sau phan
phat biéu ay?”

Nate git dau do dw. Cau nhin dong ho deo tay. Jennifer sap dén roi. C6 thé 1a cAu hoan toan
tranh dwoc viéc phai néi chuyén véi Blair.

Cam thay yén tam, Blair nghiéng nguoi ra ddng trwdc va cam chai sim-banh ctia minh d6 vao
mot ly to. Néu cubi ciing né ciing sé mat trinh vé tay Nate, n6 mu6n dwoc thw gian.

“Thoai mai nhé, cong chda,” Aaron lwu y. “T¢ khong mudn dang 4y ndn ra khdp nguoi té& dau.”
“Tai sao khong?” Blair dap, gio' ly Ién cho b6i ban rét day. “Lan nay sé 1a mot sw tién bo.”

Cyrus dang doc m6t chong thiép mirng va 1am nham 6n lai bai phat biéu.

“Dirng lo lang, cung a,” Eleanor néi, vo nhe vao vai dng ta. “Hay c 1a chinh minh.”

Blair trgn mat 1én va r6t mot c6c sAim-banh khac. D4y 1a 1o khuyén d& nhit no tirng nghe.

Bo6i ban don cac bat sup va rot thém sam-banh. Cyrus Rose dang dam dia m6 héi nhu mot con
lon. Ong ta cam cai nia 1én va g6 no vao coc cua minh. Blair khong thé chiu noi viéc ngoi do
them mot phut kho s& nao nira. N6 ‘ngam sam-banh don 6c ach trong miéng dé 1am sach bat ky
mau thirc an ndo giit trong rang néu c6, quay ngwoi lai, va giat c6 4o Nate,

“Pi ngay nao,” n6 noi gitra hai ham rang nghién sit lai.

Nate quay ngudi lai va nhin cham cham né.

“Moi ngudi, xin cho t6i mét gidy lat chu y vadi a!” Cyrus néi, van go vao cdc.



“Dinao, Nate,” Blair ra Iénh.

Nate nhin vao dong ho cua cau. Jennifer sé dén trong vai phut nita. Khong 1& gi ciu lai bit con
bé phai doi bdi vi cau phai ra dau dé dé cho Blair khoc 16c trén vai. “Nhwng dng Cyrus dang doc
phat biéu,” ciu noi.

Blair bAu méng tay vao tay ciu. “Chinh xac,” né néi. “bi ngay.”

Nate ldc dau. CAu hit hoi sau va thd ra. “Hay thw gidn nao,” cAu bao Blair roi quay ngudi di.
Blair ng6 cham cham vao gay Nate ma khong tin n01 “Cai gi?” n6 noi, khong dam chac la minh
da nghe ding. b6i moéng tran cua né ngua do lan vay cha xat vao. Chuyen nay khéng thé xdy ra,
no tu nhu. Nate dau cé dang 1am nhuw mot thang khon nan, va cdu khong chu dinh lam nhuc né.
Tat ca la trong dau no thoi.

Cyrus hang giong.

“Blair!” me né suyt n6 tir dau kia ban tiéc.

Aaron tom liy tay n6 va kéo né vao ghé. “Pirng khiém nha thé,” ciu néi.

Ca phong yén lang, doi Cyrus bat dau bai phat biéu.

“Cam on cic ban da dén,” dng bat dau. “Va cam on vi da bot thoi gian cho 1é Ta on cha cac ban
dé dén day.” Rbi & ong ta doc bai phat biéu ngd nghé qué quat, cung mot bai Blair da nghe 6ng ta
tap luyén ¢ nha ca tuan roi, buérc 1én budc xudng cai cau thang can ho tang thuong trén duwong
s6 72 cua ho trong cung cai loai quan pajama cashmere ma né da an cap cho Nate.

Blair ngoi that yén, nhin nhitng bong bong noi lén tir ddy c6¢c sam-banh 1én trén mat. Néu no cl
dong chi mét co bap nho thoi, ddu no at sé né tung.
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Khuyén cdo: Tat ca nhitng tén that vé noi chdn, con nguoi va su kién déu dwoc thay doi hodc
viét tat dé bao dam khach quan. Cu thé la tén t6.



Xin chao cac cau!

Muc bao hi cia New York Times

Eleanor Wheaton Waldorf, nit chui nhan thwgng lvu va Cyrus Solomon Rose, nha kinh doanh
bat dong san, da cwoi nhau hom nay gitra nhiing xi cang dan, tin doén va &m muwu. Ho gdp nhau
¢ thwong xa Saks mua xudn vira roi, va da hen ho nhau ké tir d6. Co dang dau kho vi thiéu
nguoi tri ky cho dén khi ho gip nhau do vira moi bi nguoi chong dau bo dé theo mot nguoi
dan ong khac. Nhung Cyrus da lam cho c6 quén di tat ca nhiing diéu dé. Anh ta da phal long nu
cwoi cua cd, than hinh mai gidm cén cta c6, can ho rong cua c6 trén Dai 10 Nam va anh ta sé
khong dé chung tudt mat. Anh ta khong the ch& thém nira dé bo nguoi ve dién ro6 vi phau thuat
tham my. Eleanor yéu ngoai hinh vui vé cua Cyrus trong doi song, strc hap dan tinh duc thé tuc
kiéu Santa Claus ctia anh ta, va ngdi nha nghi bai bién 16ng 14y cta anh ta & Bridgehampton.

Sao ma moi ngwoi ho lai c6 thé dwoc hoan hdo dén vay?

C6 dau 1a con gai cua nha dai phu Tyler August Waldorf, da qua doi, va quy ba Mirabel
Antoinette Kattrel Waldorf, cling da qua doi. C6 c6 hai con, Blair Corneha Waldorf, hdm nay
tron muoi bay tudi, va Tyler Hugh Waldorf muoi mot tudi. Chu ré 1a con trai cda Jeremiah
Leslie Rose, gido si Do Thai & Scarsdale Synagogue, da qua doi, va Lynne Dinah Bank, mdt nha
trang tri noi thit da nghi hwu, hién dinh cw & Mexico. Con cda anh ta la Aaron Elihue Rose
mudi by tubi.

Sau mot thoi gian dinh hén ngan ngti dén vo 1y, ca hai di dén két hén vao hom nay. Cap nay
chon nha nguyén da tin ngudng Lién hop quoc lam noi ctr hanh 18 cudi, vi chang theo Do Thai
gido va nang la nguwoi Thanh gido va ca hai déu khong mudn cai dao. L& don tiép dang dlen ra
ngay lic nay & khach san St. Claire sang trong trén duwong 61 Dong. Bita tiéc c6 mdt mon c6 tén
ca bam vién, la mét mon nhw kem mut bang cava de lam cho ban thay phat Om néu di dung no
voi qua nhidu sam-banh. Cdp moi cudi sé nghi tuan trang mit & moét du thuyén Caribbean
trong moét thang, d€ lai bon tré tw xoay x& & nha khi ho di.

Hmm. Piéu d6 tré nén tha vi day!

C6 dau theo ho chodng, va con trai Tyler ciia c6 ciing vay. Con gai Blair clia c6 van chwa quyét
dinh. “Khéng doi nao,” d6 1a cau tra loi ctia c6 gai khi vira dworc hoi.

C4 hai cudc hdn nhan trwdc cia cd6 du va chi ré déu chim dirt bang ly di. Ching déu 1a nhitng
xi cang dan dao d6, nhwng nao, hdy chiic murng ho - ho da vwot qua dworc.

T6t hon la hdy quay lai bira tiéc nao!
Cac ciu biét cic cau yéu t& ma!

GNC



Ma ké ma

“Hi vong la anh 4y dang doi bon minh & hanh lang,” Jenny lo lang noi.

“Dirng lo,” Vanessa trin an. “Bon minh sé tim ciu ta.”

Ho day canh ctra quay ctia khach san St. Claire, di vao va liéc nhin quanh cai sanh 1ong lay Ca
hai c6 gai midc nhitng cai vay den mini ki€u nhumg nam 60 mua voi gia muoi dola o hiéu
Domsey khu Wllllamsburg Vay cta Jenny théu nhirng hat cwom den, con clia Vanessa c6 dinh
mot con méo nhung trén vat. Co ciing di tat lwdi den, diy 1a Ian dau tién.

Ca hai cd gai trong rat xua va cuc ky dé thwong.

“Anh 4 ay kia!” Jenny la 1én, di thang t&i chd Nate, lic nay dang ngdi ctirng do trén mot cai ghé
trong goc, dang udng sam-banh.

“T6t roi,” Vanessa noi, bong nhién cadm thay hoan toan lac 16ng & day Co lam gi & day trong khi
]enny va anh ban trai giau c6 bong muwot s& sim méng nhau? “T¢ sé doi cac ciu dang quay
bar.”

Co6 da nhit quyét rang c6 chi dén dé ho trg vé mit tinh thén, nhung di nhién la c6 c6 motly do

khong noéi ra duoc. 0" day co co hoi dé gap Dan di ngang qua trén duwong vao nha vé smh chang
han. Nhu vay c6 sé khong cdm thay minh ldng phi thoi gior khi khoac 1én ngudi mot cai vay.
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“Chao Jennifer,” Nate n6i, hon Jenny vao ma va ndm tay con bé.
“Chao,” Jenny ndi, mat nod m(y to thich thi. N6 nhin xudng doi giay danh xi bong Ion cua Nate.
Bo 1é phuc den banh bao ctia cau. Mai téc nau vang bong bénh cua cau. P6i mat xanh luc mo
huyén cta cau. “Trong anh... that, that 1a tuyét.”
Nate min cwoi. “Cam on em. Em ciing thé.”
“Gioranh mudn lam gi nao?” N6 hai.
“Ngoi dau dé va di choi mot 1at, dwoc khong?”
“Okay,” Jenny ndi. Nate dan né ra mot cai ghé doi trong mdot goc yén tinh gan quay bar.

“Em chi uong mot chai nuéc khoang thi c6 dwoc khong?” Jenny hoi, bat chéo chin va hoi hop
ha chan xu6ng. “Em thay hoi ky.”

“Dwoc chit,” Nate néi. Boi ban tién dén va cdu goi d6 uéng cho ho. “Hai chai nwéc khoang.”

Cha, anh iy thit s dang thay déi.

Cau nam tay Jenny lai va dit vao long minh. Jenny cuwoi khuc khich. That 1a ky khi ng01 trong
quay bar khach san véi Nate thay vi ngoai céng vién hay & nha cau. N6 cdm gidc nhw moi

ngudi trong khach san dang nhin ho.

“Birng lo,” Nate n6i khé. Cau nang ban tay nhé ctia n6 1én va hén vao mu ban tay day au yém.



“Em dang c6 tran tinh day,” Jenny noi. No nham mat lai, hit hoi sdu, va nga dau vao vai Nate.
That dé dang thw gidn khi n6 ¢ bén Nate. Cau lam cho né cam thdy that an toan. N6 m& mat ra,
nhin Nate dang mim cuwdi véi né, ddi mit xanh luc ciia cau 14p lanh.

“Anh c6 cdm giac 1a anh sé gdp ric rdi vi chuyén nay,” cau néi, nhw thé ciu dang don doi diéu
do.
Jenny nhiu may. “Sao thé?”
“Anh khong r6,” Nate noi. Cau khong dinh giai thich cho ]enny biét rang ban gai cau, Blair, dang
& phong bén canh chic chin 1a day dit dan va nguy hiém. “Anh chi c6 mot cam giac thé thoi,”
cau noi.
Jenny siét chat tay ciu. “Pirng lo,” ¢6 néi. “Bon minh sé khong lam gi sai trai.”
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“Nay con,” me Blair noi khi Cyrus da doc xong bai phat biéu clla minh va mon ca bam vién
cung salad thap cadm da dwoc don ra. “Cyrus va Tyler véi me dang ban vé ho ctia chiing ta.”

“Cé chuyén gi voi ho ciia chung ta?” Blair héi. N6 dung cai nia choc choc mén cd bam vién. “Ma
cai mén nay la gi vay a?”

“Con khong nhé sao?” Me Blair dap. “Chung ta da chon n6 hém an thir con gi.”

Blair can m¢t miéng nhé. “Nhw thirc dn cho méo dy,” né néi. N6 ddy dia ciia minh sang mot bén
va cAm ly sim-banh 1én.

“Du sao thi,” me né tiép tuc. “Tyler da dong y dbi ho sang Rose. Va me cling da doi roéi. Vay la
con con day, Blair.”

Blair d4 vao chan ghé. bay khong phai la lan dau tién chu dé nay dwoc dwa ra. “Em doi réi a?”
N6 hoi ciu em trai day ngo vuec.

Tyler gat dau. “Em da quyét dinh roi. Tyler Rose. Nghe hay ddy chit, phai khong? Giong nhu tén
cua DJ[25] 4y nhi.”

“Cong nhan,” Aaron dong y.Cau ha thap giong. “Pang tung ra nhirng diéu nhac cwc phé la Tyler
Rose, dén véi cac ban tir dwong s6 72.”

“Cam di,” Blair Iau bau. Nhw thé cdi tén dém ctia né chwa di ngé ngan, bay gio ho con c6 ghép
no Vao voi mot cai ho mai tham chi con ngo ngan hon sao? Blair Cornelia Rose - khong doi
ndo. “Con da bao me truéc roi. Con khong déi dau,” né néi.

Me no xi mat xuong “0i, Blair. S& rat t&t néu tit ca ching ta cing chung mot cai ho. Nhw mot
gia dinh thuc sy ma.”

“Khéng,” Blair buwédng binh dap.

Cyrus né nu cuoi thong cdm véi Blair. “S& cd y nghia rit nhiéu v6i toi va me ctia con néu con it
nhat gang nghi vé diéu nay thém chut,” 6ng nai.

Blair mim chat moi dé khoi thét 1én gidn di. N6i “khéng” ma ho khoéng hiéu l1a sao? N6 quay



dau lai tim Nate, nhung ghé cda ciu... tréng khong. Oi, tai sao moi thir lai r§i bét 1én thé nay?

“Xin 16i,” nd cay dang néi. M6én ca bam vién cbn lén trong c6 hong no, nhao troén 16n tung pheo
voi nhu'ng ly sim-banh ma né di ndc vao. Blair bit tay 1én miéng va nhanh chéng chay khdi
ban.
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Serena va Erik nghich cho ca bam vién. Mén nay that kinh khuing va kho nudt, ma ban nhac van
chua choi, nén chang c6 gi dé 1am ca. Erik 1dy trom dia ctia Nate, va ho cam ba miéng ca bam
vién hinh ca lai, ddu con nay dép dau con kia, néi chung lai cuing vé&i hai 6ng hut cocktail. Erik
biét lam th& nay vi anh dang hoc kién tric & Brown.

Dan thwc sw thich mén cd bam vién. Ciu an né rat chdm rii, l1ay hét stirc can dam cho diéu cau
dinh lam.

“Nay, t& c6 thé néi chuyén véi cau mot phut khong?” Cudi cung ciu ciing hoi dwoc Serena. Ciu
dit tay 1én ban, bén canh dia cta c6 dé co chu y.

“Puoc chit,” c6 noi, quay nguoi lai.
“Dirng d€ y t6&,” Erik noi, phét 1én déng cad bam vién bang nhitng vién bo. “Té c6 viéc phai lam
day.”

“Gi vAy?” Serena hdi. C6 vén tdc ra sau tai va nghiéng nguwoi vé phia Dan, danh cho ciu sw chuy
hoan toan.

Dan nhin vao déi mat gan nhw xanh biéc ctia c6 va co gang tim ra thr cqu dang tim. Co gi do
bao cau rang cau that ngoc dé lo lang. Rang c6 yéu ciu ciing nhiéu nhw cau yéu cd. Ciu khong
thé nhin thay gi ngoai mau xanh.

“T& chi mudn noi rang té khong co y.. T¢ khong muon... khi t& giri cdu bai tho d6, té da nght...”
Dan khong biét minh dang co gang noi cai gl. Nghe nhu cau dang xin 16i, va ciu khong thay h01
han. Cau khong an han vé diéu gi ca ma chi thay su that 1a d6i mat ctia Serena van xanh biéc, va
chdng c6 gi khac hon.

“0, du'ng lo vé diéu do,” Serena noi. Co nhap ngum sam-banh va bon chén vin vé mép khan trai
ban. " ‘Pang 4y nhay cam qua thdi,” c6 n6i thém.

Nhay cdm qud? Dan ban khoan. Thé nghia la gi?
Thinh linh, ban nhac jazz bat dau choi.

“Oi, t& yéu bai hat nay!” Serena la 1én. D6 la bai “Ma ké ma.” C6 qua 1a ngwdi say mé thir nhac
swot muot.

“Thua cac quy ba va quy 6ng, day 1a c6 dau va chu ré!” Nguoi tredng ban nhac gidi thiéu. Cyrus
va Eleanor Rose dirng day va quay vong ra san nhay, ra hiéu cho quan khachra nhap hoi ciing.

Chuck tom liy tay ctia ca Kati va Isabel va cung xoay hai c0, tay ciu ta trwot tir lung xudng
mong ho chi trong vai giay.

“Mudn nhay khong?” Serena héi Dan. C6 dirng diy va chia tay ra.



Dan ngudoc nhin c6 voi doi mat dau dén, cdm thdy rat thwong ton bén trong. “Khong, té cdm
on,” cau néi. Ciu dirng diy dé di. “Té nghi t& phai hut diéu thuoc.”

Serena nhin ciu di. C6 biét Dan thit vong, nhung c6 co thé lam dwoc gi? Chang c6 van dé glvoi
nhitng diéu c6 noi hodc la cau ta ludn tim ra mot Iy do dé kho sé. D6 1a cai kiéu cau ta mudn. N6
sé 1a cai von dé ciu viét.

Serena thich duoc ty do va theo phuong cham vui vé dé€ may man, nhw anh trai minh vdy. Co
can ly sam- banh cua minh va nam lay vai Erik dé 161 anh ra khoi mén dd choi thirc dn cua
minh. “Mot cd gai khong thé c6 niém vui nao nira sao?” Co hdi anh, trong tiéng cwdi khic khich
hoi c6 chit tuyét vong.

Erik dirng day. “Co gai nay ro rangla c6 thé chit,” anh noéi, giang tay 6m lay c6 va xoay c6 16n lai
day dot ngot.

biéu d6 dung, Serena ludn ludn tim ra cach dé vui vé, c6 chi chwa tim dwoc trong dém nay thoi.
Nhung dém thi chi m&i bat dau...



Amor omnia vincit - tinh yéu chién thang tat ca

“Anh c6 thdy anh trai em khong?” Jenny hoi Nate. “Anh 3 ay dang vui ch&?” Nate mo nap bat lra
Zippo bang bac ctia minh va cham mét diéu thudc. “Anh khong that sw dé y 1dm,” cau thu thuec.

“Em chac 1a anh ay vui,” Jenny néi. N6 nhin quanh nhitng trang tri cau ky ctia khach san. “Yem
la 1€ nao anh dy lai khong thé vui ch&?”

Nate ngira dau va thé khéi 1én tran nha. Jenny uéng mét ngum nwéc khoang. “Anh dang vui
cht?” N6 hoi.

Nate ngd nguoi ra trudc va dua dau vao bo vai tran ctia n6. N6 ¢c6 mui thom nhw phan thom
tré em va dau dudng téc Finesse. “Anh dang thiy kha hon nhiéu so véi ltc trong d6,” cau néi.

“That sao?” Jenny van khong thé tiép nhin dwoc sy thit la Nate thich né. Gio ciu dang bdo né
rang cau tha di choi v&i n6 hon la khiéu vii trong 1& tiéc mimng mot trong nhitng dam cudi lon
nhat cua nam. Pung vay khong?

Nate guc dau va hon theo kiéu cda cau vao mot bén co Jenny, vao xwong ham con bé cho dén
khi lan dugc moi no. Jenny nham nghlen mat va hon lai. N6 cam thdy minh nhw mot céng chuia
trong truyén cé tich, va né chidng bao gio mudn tinh day.
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Dan nhom lén mot cdi ghé & cudi quay bar khach san va goi mot ly dip scotch da. Tay cau run
rdy lay ra mot diéu Camel tir trong tuai o khoac va ‘chdm né. Nwéc mit thim xuong gidy cudn
dleu thuoc khi chiing chay gian giua xuong gitra doi moi cau. Cau tém lay mot cdy but trén
quay va vé mot chit X mau den to trén to khan quan ly cocktail ctia minh. P6 1a tat ca nhitng gi
cau c6 thé tip trung lai duoc.

Moi bai tho dang yéu va bi thuong cau da viét mang noi dung né tranh bi kich thuc sy, tham
chi 1a ¥ niém thuc su, rang Serena khong yéu cau. Nhung rut cuc dé 1a su that. Co khong yéu
cau.

Dbiéu budn cwoi 13, cdu khong khéc vi ¢6 qua nhiéu béi nhitng gi cb ni.

Cau qua nhay cam. Mot ké thua cudc sinh ra d€ so ngudi khac béi vi chang ai ¢6 thé twong hop
véi swnhay cam ctia han ta.

Ngwc Dan rung lén vi nirc n¢ va cau dé6 sup ra phia trudec, ti tran 1én miéng ly. O’ khée mit, cau
nhin thay mot mai téc ndu xodn vuot dung quen thudc, mot khe nguwe khong 10 mdt than hinh
nho xiu.

Em gai cau.

Va bén canh co6, véi hai ban tay dang dat trén khe ngwc do6 s6 va than hinh nhé xiu d6 1a gd mat
day nha giau Nate.

Dan that sy khong & trong tam trang theo doi dra em gai bi mot ga da trang Tin lanh Anglo-
Saxon[26] nghién hit ga gam lam hu héng dau 6c. Ciu ngdi xudng va ddc ly scotch tudt xudng
c6 hong va xoay ghé.
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Sau khi n6n hét ddm ca bam vién ra, Blair di ra ngoai hut di€u thud6c va hit khi troi. Sé khon
qua lau. Pang la thang 11 va n6 dang lanh budt dit, vi vy né di vao va tré lai nha vé sinh nir dé
stra lai dung nhan.

Ngay sau khi n6 lau miéng, lam toc muot lai, t6 1én méi lop son M*A*C Spice khac, va xit nuwoc
hoa lén nguoi xong, no sé di tim Nate va duwa cau lén phong clia ho. Pt nghia 1a vira dd. Hom
nay 1a sinh nhat ctia né va né muén né theo cach ciia né.

Nhwng khi né di qua quiy bar dé vao phong vé sinh nit, Blair chét dirng. Trong goc, Nathaniel
Archibald - Nate ctia né - dang hon mot dira con gai 16p 9 trwong Constance Billard.

Nhac nén 1én téi cao trao va roi cAm bat. Nir nhan vat chinh run riy, mit nang mé to.

Blair cam thay nhuw thé minh bi ban vao bung. Nate trong c6 vé hoan toan thodi mai va hanh
phuc, Cau va dira con gdi - tén no la gi nhi, Ginny? Judy? - dang nam tay nhau. Ho dang mim cudi
va tham thi 4u yém vé&i nhau. Trong ho nhu the dang yéu.

biéu nay hoan toan khéng cé trong kich ban.

Va khi n6 nhin véi sy kinh hoang va th6i mién, Blair c6 sw nhan thirc thit vong ro rang nhit vé
cudc doi con lai ciia minh. T6i té hon ca y nghi vé viéc khong dwoc vao Yale.

Nate khong phai vai nam chinh ctia n6. Cau ta sé khong d6 nhao vao no, yéu nd va chi minh no.
Cau ta chi la mot dién vién phu, ké thua cudc nao dé phai bién mat khoi man anh truéc khi
dién ra canh cu6i. Va néu d6 1a chuyén that, né hoan toan khong mudn cau.

Blair quay di, nwéc mat that vong lam nhoe hinh hai cta no6 khi n6 bwéc vao phong vé sinh ni
[4n tht ba. N6 vo cung cAn mot didu thudc, va né mudn hit & chd ndo dé 4m ap va riéng tu.
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“B6 ban tay ban thiu cia may khéi ngudi em tao,” Dan gam lén, ném di€u Camel chay dé vé
Nate.

“Dan?” Jenny dirng diy. “Pirng. Chuyén 6n ma.”
“Khong 0n,” Dan nhéch mép véi em gai. “May chang biét gi hét.”

Nate bop nhe vao chan Jenny dé trin an va dirng day. Cau niam 14y vai Dan va khé vo veé.
“Chuyén c6 gi dau, ban. Bon t& 1a ban be théi. Ciu biét ma.”

Dan lac ddu. Nuwéc mat gian dir chdy trén mat ciu va rét xudng san d4 hoa. “Tranh xa tao ra.”
“Anh c6 van dé gi thé?” Jenny thic mac. “Anh say a?”

“DPi nao, Jenny,” Dan néi, tdm lay tay con bé. “Di vé nha.”

Jenny vdn veo thoat cil tim 14y ctia Dan. “Ai! Théi di!” N6 la 1én.

“Nay ciu,” Nate ndi. “Sao 6ng khong vé nha di? Téi sé ddm bao Jennifer vé nha an toan.”

“U, tao chidc may sé&,” Dan nhd nuéc bot. CAu vung tay ra nim ldy tay Jenny Ian nira.



“Oi, Dan,” mot giong nir tram tinh, téu tdo goi ra tir quay bar. “Tai sao cau khong di viét mot
bai tho vé chuyén nay chang han di? Cu can phai doi gi6 di.”

Dan, Jenny va Nate quay lai nhin. D6 la Vanessa dang ngobi vat véo trén cai ghe quay bar trong
bd vady meo den cua minh. D6i mo6i c6 té son dé tham. P6i mit nau cda cd dang cuoi. Pau co
cao troc trong giéng nhw mot ga linh. Da c6 qua xanh nhw thé phat sang. C6 trong that dep di
thuong.

[t nhat 13 véi Dan.

biéu dang kinh ngac nhat 13 d6i mat cb. Tai sao ciu chuwa ting dé y dén ching truéc day nhi?
Chung khong chi nau nhu ki€éu mat ctia Serena chi thuan xanh. Chiing dang néi chuyén véi cau.
Va chung dang néi nhirng diéu ciu mudn nghe.

“Chao,” Vanessa noi, chi néi véi riéng Dan.

“Chao,” Dan dap lai. “Ciu dang lam gi & day thé?”

Vanessa nhay khoi cai ghé va buwdc lai. C6 dat tay vong qua vai Dan va hén cdu 1én ma. “Minh
dang mua cho cau ti rwou,” ¢6 noi. “Pi thoi.”



Nhw thwong 1€ B ¢ trong nha vé sinh, nhwng S ciing vao

Sau bai “M4 ké ma,” ban nhac choi bai “bi vao khach san Ritz[27].” Serena va Erik vo' nhu minh
la Ginger Rogers va Fred Astaire[28], cam chot & géc clia ho trong san nhay Serena dung dua
tay day vui ve, ¢ gang that tw do nhw séng cudc doi tiéc tung. Nhwng cd khong thé thoi nghi vé
vé mat dau dém ciia Dan.

R6i Chuck nhay vao.

“T6i c6 thé khong?” CAu ta hdi, uén éo ban tay deo nhin hdng quanh héng Serena va x6 dan
Erik ra khai cho.

Serena khong thé tim ra mot ly do nao tdt hon dé ngirng nhay. “Khong doi nao,” cb noi.

Cd budc ra khéi san nhdy va vo lay vi trén ghé. C6 thé c6 sé gap dwoc Dan & quay bar va tan
chuyén vé&i cdu qua lan khéi thudc.

Nhung khi c6 ra qudy bar, Serena thay Dan dd tan chuyén vo1i.. Vanessa. Tay c6 vong qua
nguwoi cau, va mdc du dau cb van troc va co van di doi bét linh Doc Martens mat c6 trong mém
mai hon va ngot ngao hon Serena van thay. P6 1a vi Vanessa dang nhin Dan va Dan dang nhin
lai c¢6 va ho dang... yéu!

Serena di tiép, thang den phong vé sinh nit. C6 vAn mudn mot diéu thudc 13, va cd khéng mudn
huy hoai khoanh khac cua ho.
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Blair ngdi vat chan trén mot cai chiu rira mat & cudi phong vé sinh, hut lién tu ti maiy diéu
thudc Merit. N6 nghe thay cé ngudi budc vao, nhung né khéng quay dau lai. N6 qua nhap tam
vao tan bi kich cta nd.

Co mot co hoi tot khi n6 khéng vao dwoc Yale, cho du sau khi da c6 tro quyén gop ky qudc dang
x4u h6 ctia b né. Nate khong yéu né. N6 tham chi khong mang ho nhuw ca gia dinh no nira. Va
né van con la trinh nit. Nhw thé né that sw da tré thanh mot ai do khac ma khong can phai tht.
Nhuw thé né da chay khoi mot chiéc xe va bi mat tri nhé roéi séng ti€p ma tham chi khong hé
nhan ra minh tirng bi tai nan.

Nwéc miii Blair nho xuong vay va no lau di. N6 khong thé biét liéu minh c6 thé khéc dwoc nira
hay khong. N6 cdm thay té cong.

“Nay, Blair, cau on ch¥?” Serena goi vao, hoi e dé. Blair khdng thwc s c6 nanh nhw s6i, nhung
né cé thé can dit dau ban duorc.

Blair nhin qua vai va git dau. M& toc niu x6a xuéng khuén mat wét nhep cia né, va chi ké mat
cua n6 nhoe nhoet.

“Pay,” Serena noi, buéc lai va dua né mot xap khan gidy. “Minh c6 do6 trang diém va cac thi
trong vi, néu ciu cin gi c 13y.”

“Cam on,” Blair noi, nhan 14y khan gidy. N6 hi miii, vai run lén vi ging sttc. Serena chua tirng
thiy n6 mét moi dén vay.



“Ciu 6n chw?” C6 hoi lai.

Blair nhin lén va nhin thdy vé quan tdm chan thanh trong doi mit xanh ctia Serena. Khong tin
noi, nhung do la sy that. Cho du sau khi Blair da qua nho nhen kinh khung v&i 6, Serena van
quan tam.

“Khong,” Blair thd nhin. “Minh hoan toan khong 6n.” Ngwc né phiap phong khi né bit ra tiéng
nic nd. “Doi minh that thé tham.”

Mot soi day cwom trén vai ao Blalr roi xuong Serena tém lay va gai lai cho cii. “Té thiy ciu dn
trom cai quan pajama & Barneys,” c6 noi.

Blair nguwéc 1én. “Ma cau chwa noéi véi ai phai khong?” N6 héi.

Serena lac dau. “Hira ddy.”

Blair tho dai va nhin xuong c'1‘01 giay xinh dep cua minh. “T¢ khong blet tai sao la1 lam vay,” né
ndi, moéi dudi nd rung rung. “Cau ta thAm chi con chang cdm on minh vi cai quin.”

Serena nhudn vai. “Khon thit,” c6 néi. Co luc trong vi va 1y ra mot cai ban chal toc va mot bao
thudc. C6 chAm hai diéu thudc va dwa mot cho Blair. “Hom nay sinh nhat cau,” c¢6 néi.

Blair gat dau va cam lay diéu thudc. N6 rit thudc ngdp ngirng khi nwéc mat van chay trén mit.
Va roi n6 nac rat to.

Serena co gang khong cuoi, nhung c6 khong thé nhin duoec. Blair trong that qua tham thuong.
N6 cin d61 moi pho phac cta minh dé kim lai tiéng rén ri. Nwéc mat trao ra hai go ma min
mang cua nd.

Blair, li€c nhin Serena. Nhung khi n6 mo mleng dé noi vai dleu bay ba, tat ca chi tré& thanh mot
cli nac tram trong. N6 nuét vao trong hoi thé. “Me né cht,” né rén1én.

Va khi n6 da bat dau thi no khong thé ngirng lai duwgc. Serena ciing vdy. Qua la vui dé cuoi!
Mascara chay trén mat ho va mii ho nho tong tdng xuéng san, lam cho ho con cwdi dir doi hon.

Khi rat cuc ho da 1ay lai binh tinh, Serena dirng sau Blair va bit dau chai téc né. “Nao, chuc
mwng sinh nhat,” ¢6 néi, nhin vao Blalr trong gwong, diéu thudc cia c6 dung 1én gitra hai ham
rang. “Ké t& nghe xem dau thé nao.”

Blair nham mat lai va trung vai xuong [t nhat Ian nay thdi, n6 khong nghi dén cudc phong van
vao Yale cua minh, hay la viéc mat trinh cho Nate, hodc sw x4o tron gia dinh. N6 khong phdi la
ngoi sao cua bd phlm ndo ca. N6 chi dang thé, tam huéng suw gian giat nhe nhang cda cai ban
chai dwa trén to6c minh.

“Khong dau,” né bdo ngwoi ban cii ctia minh. “Théy dé chiu.”



Ai roi bira tiéc va ai tham gia

“Em khong nghi Vanessa sé muon di cuing em,” Jenny thi tham véi Nate, chi vé phia Vanessa va
Dan chum diu vao nhau bén quay bar.

“Ai bao em di nao?” Nate hoi.

Jenny vuét vay xuong dui. N6,va Nate da hon nhau mét lic, va qua that Ia phan khich. ‘ ‘A, anh
khong phai quay lai tiéc sao? Y em 13, anh 1a mét phii ré ma. '

Nate nhon tay vao ly cia minh va lay mot vién da cho vao nhai trong mleng Ciu chang quan
tam ai nh1n thay ho v&i nhau nita. K& ca Blair. Cau muén ho nhin thady. “¥, nhung anh sé duwa
em di cung,” cau néi.

“Khong duwoc,” Jenny thit thanh, nira kinh hoang nira h6i hdp gan chét. “Em khéng thé!”
Nhung di nhién n6 khao khat dwoc vao. N6 thim chi c6 thé c6 anh trén to Vogue!

“Pi nao,” Nate noi. Cau dirng day va gio tay ra. “Nhay nao.”
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Dan uéng mot ngum lén scotch va ddt ly xudng quay. “Vay t& ca la cau nghi té la mot ké thua
cudc hoan toan, dung khong?” Cau hoi, quay sang nhin cham cham vao d6i mat nau dang cuoi
clia Vanessa. Mot lan nita, cau bin khodn lam sao ciu co thé trng bo qua ching.

“Cha, cau la mot dira thua cudc,” Vanessa noi, bat chéo chan nhw mot quy ba. Co nam ldy mot
vlc lac trén cai dia @ mat quay va boc ching cho vao miéng.

“Nhung ciu van yéu t&, phai khong?” Dan néi, nhin c6 dam dam.

Vanessa g& mot bui gac bang khoi tat lwdi cia minh va bung no ra san canh quay bar. C6 khong
thé tin rang minh van thuc si dang tan tinh Dan. C6 tham chi con chua chia tay xong véi Clark!
Nhung qua 1a vui khi lam mét dra con gai hu.

CO vuon nguwoi ra trede va hon Dan 1én doi moi run rdy cla ciu. “Pung vay,” ¢6 néi, miéng van
day lac.

kkok

“Nate va t& da dinh lam tinh v¢i nhau ¢ day dém nay,” Blair noi, ng01 phich xuong givong
trong phong khach san va tut gidy ra. Cing chan né 1éng r&i va mém oat vi kiét sirc. That sung
swéng khi duoc dang ra.

Serena quyet dinh khong thuc Blair tra loi chuyén xau gi da xay ra. Co keo cai vay qua dau va
quang no xudng cai ghé | banh & goc phong. Trén ngudi chi c6 bo do 16t bé xiu bang satin trang
La Perla, c6 di vao nha tdm va mac vao cai 4o choang nha tim bang vai bong xu. C6 di ra, mang
theo mot cai 4o khac cho Blair.

Blair cAm lay cai 4o va luén nguoi ra khoi vay. “Dlrng nhin,” n6é canh béo. “Té khong mac do 16t
gi hét dau.”



Serena cuwoi va ngucrc mat lén tran. C6 da quén mat khuynh hwong cua Blair 1a day moi su lén
mirc qua khich. “Ptrng néi véi té. Ciu cling da tay 16ng kieéu Brazil roi, phai khong?”

Blair mim cudoi. Serena biét né qua ro. U’ t& da lam roi, 'no thua nhan. “That la lang phi.” N6
virt bd vay xubng san. “Va cdi tro dé hoi y lam té n6i rop ca 1én.”

Serena budc lai cai ti-vi va bat 1én. “Khong biét ngwoi ta c6 kénh Playboy ¢ day khong nhi. Bon
minh cé thé xem phim khleu dam va goi phuc vu phong mang bia Ién,” c6 dua. Cé6 cam cai diéu
khién ra giwong va ngoi xuong.

“Pua day té,” Blair giat lay cai diéu khién khoi tay Serena. “Hom nay 1a sinh nhit t4.” Néu né
da khong dwoc lam tinh, it nhat no cling phai dwoc xem kénh Nhiing B6 Phim Kinh Pién My. Ho
ludn chiéu phim ctia Audrey Hepburn. “Hay xem mdt bd phim va roi di dén mot cau lac bd.”

“Puoc,” Serena dap, chong nhitng cai g01 1én dé co c6 thé dwa vao chung. “Nhung bon minh c6
thé goi pizza hay gi khong? Té dang doi.”

Blair lti ra phia sau dé ngbi canh Serena. N6 bAm chuyen kénh cho den khi tim thay kénh minh
thich. Bira sdng ¢ Tiffany ’schi vira mé&i bat dau. N6 yén vi dé xem, nga dau ra sau dya vao gdi
cho dén khi chi con cach dau Serena vai phan, nhirng lon téc niu dai ctia n6 1an véi nhitng soi
toc vang cua Serena.

Hai c6 gai xem Audrey Hepburn di lai quanh khu can ho ctia nang va tan t1nh nhirng nguoi
hang xom mai. Ho hat theo khi nang hat “Song Trang” trén 16i thoat ctru héa clia nang, va dém
xem c6 bao nhiéu cai mil dién ré nang doi.

Audrey Hepburn ty chu, manh mai va luén biét phai néi gi. Nang c6 nhirng bo trang phuc khac
thwdng va xinh dep la lung Nang la tat cd nhirng gi Blair mudn co.

Blair thé dai nang né. “Té that sw chang gidng Audrey chit ndo, phai khong nhi?” N6 hai to.

Serena mim cwdi, van nhin vao man hinh. “Cau giéng ma,” c¢6 dap. Va Blair quyét dinh tin rang
diéu dé la ding.

° gossipgirl.net
toples dprevious next» postaquestion reply

Khuyen cao: T4t ca nhitng tén thit vé noi chén, con ngwdi va sw kién déu dwoc thay doi hoac
viét tit dé bao dam khach quan. Cu thé 1 tén té.



Xin chao cac cau!

Nhitng canh trong thay

Dém thi bay vira roi: D va V nam tay nhau khi ra khoi St. Claire. Nay, khong phai la c6 ay co
mot ban trai sao? J va N di quanh Cong vién Trung tam trén mot trong nhitng chiéc xe ngua
kéo. Trong banh choe, nhung de thuong. Bva S ¢ Patchouli trong khu trung tam, nhay mua nhu
dién dai trong b vay giong nhau. Chu nhat: S thu dwoc mot cai hop dwoc dong go6i kin tir nha
N.Sau dé, S va B vao gian hang do dan 6 ong ¢ Barneys, tha mot chiéc quan pajama cashmere tré
lai vao gia treo. Thit la nhirng ngwoi biét lam diéu thién!

E-mail cta ban

B Gai Nhidu Chuyén o,

DPau tién, ban da lam dwogc viéc. Thit hai, dung lo vé B. Me c6 va bo dwong sé di xa mot thang
trong tudn trang mat, va ching té sé tiéc tung nhuw 1ii khi dién & nha c6 dy. Té biét, vi t& cling
song & d6 ma. ;)

- Hai chit A

B8 Hai chit A than mén,

Ai bao té lo? Gap ban & do nhé!

- GNC

Cau hoi va tra loi

Khi ai cling d6i ban (nhay) tir phai sang trai, khé ma biét diéu gi sé xay ra tié€p theo!

Bva S sélabanbe?

Bva N sé tré thanh “chi la ban be?”

B sé tim thiy tinh yéu dich thwc? C6 4y c6 ddnh mat khéng?

V sé da ban trai dé di véi D?

D liéu sé hanh phic khong? Ciu dy c6 théi khong lam tho khong?

NvaJsé & bén nhau ch?

S sé gdp ai do6 thu hat sy chd y cua c6 hon qua nam phut khong?

T& c6 chdm dirt viéc ndi vé tat cd nhitng diéu trén khong?

Khong doi nao.

Cho dén mua sau.



Cac ciu biét cic ciu yéu té ma!

GNC

HET TAP 2

[1] Nhom lvy League la nhom gom 8 trwong dai hoc hang ddu & bo Péng nwéc My, cé tiéu
chudn ddu vao cao.

[2] Nguyén vdn: Kiém dwoc bdnh ngot rdi con muén dn, twong dwong véi thanh ngir Bat cd
hai tay trong tleng Viét.

[3] Nguyén van: You can’t wake and bake and take a calculus test, tdc gid choi chi hiép dm
nham nhdn manh nhdn thitc vé tinh chdt khéng don gidn cua viéc do dal hoc Yale.

[4] Loai thitc n nhanh déng thanh khdu phdn sdn gém bdnh hamburger, khoai tdy chién va
nwoc ngot cé ga.

[5] Nguyén van: penthouse, la nhiing cdn hg & tdng trén cung nhirng toa nha chung cw cao
tdng hang sang, vén co dién tich rong rdiva tién nghi ddc biét.

[6] Mot loai banh cudn c6 nguén géc Mexico, lam tir bdt ngii cdc, dau, phé mat, thit va kem
chua.

[7] Tén con quy khong [6 trong phim Star Wars.

[8] NYU: viét tat ctia ttr New York University, tic truong Dai hoc New York.

[9] The Hunger (1983): b0 phim kinh di ctia dao dién Tony Scott. Ghost Dog (1999): b phim
hanh déng kiéu vo sidao ciia dao dién Jim Jarmusch.

[10] Duroc xem nhw mot xi-cdng-dan khi Soon Yi Previn (sinh ndm 1970), con nudi goc Han
Quoc ctia ni¥ dién vién Mia Farrow (sinh 1945) yéu va két hén ndm 1997 véi ban trai clia me
nudi la dao dién Woody Allen (sinh 1935).

[11] Nguyén vin: Mrs. Jennifer Archibald. Phu nit phwong Tdy sau khi két hén thi Idy ho
chong.

[12] Trwong tw thuc noi tru co hoc phi cao, chil yéu danh cho con nha giau. Man Upper East
Side (bor Péng Thwong) ctia New York la khu phd thwong lvu. Gia dinh Dan va Jenny vén &
Riverside la khu ngheo hon.

[13] Motel la logi nha nghi ven duong co cho do xe cho nguoi di 6t0 duong dai.

[14] Saab la nhén hiéu 6t6 Thuy Dién, ndi tiéng vi tiét kiém nhién liéu va sach cho moi truong.

[15] Vi Aaron theo trao lwu séng theo tw nhién: dn chay, Song ¢ ngoai 0, chi dung do than
thién véi moi trl,mng, nén viéc ding thé tin dung (lam tir chdt déo) la mét phdt hién cua Blair vé
sw “khéng nhdt qudn” ctia Aaron.

[16] Suite la loai phong khdch san cé nhiéu buéng & nhw cdn hé cao cdp. Best Western (Mién
T4y Hoan hdo) la chudi khdch san Ién nhdt trén thé gici.

[17] Nguyén van Sphaghetti western: logi phim boi cdnh hodc phong cdch mién Tdy nwéc My
do cdc dao dién goc Yva Tdy Ban Nha thuc hién trong nhitng ndm 1960.

[18] Nguyen van Break a leg, thanh ngir tiéng Anh; nghia den la “bé que gio di,” nghia béng la

“chic may man.”
[19] Tdt nhién.
20] Mot logi cdy c6 qud nhé mau do, dung Iay tinh ddu, Id xanh quanh ndm.
21] Pratt: Hoc vién nghé thudt hang dau cta My tai New York.
[22] Xin chao (tleng Y), ban thdn mén cta téi (tleng Phap).
23] Bang ndm & tdy bdc bang New York, noi co truong Brown.
24| Khu thi trdn nghi mdt nam trén ddo Long Island thudc bang New York, c6 nhiéu nha nghi
cua gioi tero'ng lwu o thanh phdé New York vé day nghi hé.
[25] Viét tat cia Disc jockey, nguwoi chon va hoa am o vi trwong hodc dai phdt thanh.
26] Nguyén vin Wasp, viét tdt ciia White Anglo-Saxon Protestant, thuong gom thiéu sé




nhitng nguoi giau va co quyen lwc trong xd hoi My.

[27] Bai hadt VIet ndm 1929, dwoc ding cho by phim ca nhac cung tén ndm 1930 cua
Hollywood lay cam hing tir khéch san Ritz & London, Anh. Tén bai hdt vé sau dwoc diing véi
nghia la “Hdy dn mdc sanh diéu nao.’

[28] Cdip dbi dién vién - vii céng néi tiéng thoi nhitng ndm 1930.
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