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Nhirng hau dué cua Vua Pbo

Tat ca nhitng nguwoi duwoc ban phép thuat déu la hiu dué ctia muwdi ngwdi con cia Vua b6 -
vi vua tai phép nay da roi Chau Phi vao thé ky thir 12 cuing véi ba con bao.

Manfred Bloor: Con trai 6ng hiéu trwéng Hoc Vién Bloor. Manfred 1a hdu dué cua Borlath,
con trai ca cua Vua Pé. Borlath la m6t tén bao chtia doc tai.

Naren Bloor: Con gai nu6i cua Bartholomew Bloor. Naren c6 thé phat di nhiing thong diép tw
khoang cach xa. C6 bé thudc dong doi cuia mot ngudi chau trai cia Vua Do bi bon cudp bién
bat cdc va mang toi Trung Hoa.

Asa Pike: Asa ngudi thi 13 chat cia mot bo lac song ¢ nhiing khu rimg phia Bac c6 truyén
théng nudi duéng thi hoang da ky di. Asa c6 thé bién hinh vao lic troi toi.

Billy Raven: Billy c6 kha nang trao doi thong tin voi tha vat. Mot trong nhirng to tién cia no co
tai noi chuyén véi li qua hay ddu trén gia treo 6, noi treo thay tit ti. Vi tai nay ma ong bi dudi
khéi lang cia minh.

Lysander Sage: Chat dich ton cia mot nha théng thai ngudi Phi Chau. Cau c6 phép goi hon td
tién tam linh cda minh.

Tancred Torsson: Nguoi goi bao. T6 tién goc Scandinavi ctia cau la Thor, dwa theo tén ctua
than sdm. Tancred biét tao nén gi6, mwa, sim va chaop.

Gabriel Silk: Gabriel c6 thé cAm nhan dwocy nghi va cam x1ic cua nguoi khac qua ao quan cua
ho. Cau xuat than tir mdt dong ho nhitng nha tam linh hoc.

Emma Tolly: Emma c6 the bay. Ho cua c6 c6 xuat xir tir mot hiép si nguwoi Tay Ban Nha. Vua
Do da cudi con gai ngai, vi vay hiép si nay ciing 1 t6 tién clia tat ca nhitng nguwoi duoc ban
phép thuat.

Charlie Bone: Charlie c6 phep di v6 hinh chup va hinh vé. Tk dong ho bén cha, caula hau dué
cua Vua Do con vé bén dong ho me, cau thudc dong ddi ctia Mathonwy, thay phap x( Glan, ban
tam giao cua Vua bé.

Dorcas Loom: Dorcas c6 thé ém buia vao quin 4o. Ba tang t6 cla no, Lola Defarge, chinh la ke
da dan chiéc khan choang teo rut trong khi thich thu chitrng kién cudc hanh hinh Hoang hau
nuwdc Phap nam 1793.

Idith va Inez Branko: Hai chi em sinh d6i siéu nang, c6 ho hang xa véi Zelda Dobinski (c6 nay
da roi hoc vién Bloor).

Joshua Tilpin: Joshua co6 thé phat ra tir tinh, T6 tién cua nod dén nay van con la mot an s0.
Tham chi gia dinh Bloor ciing khong blet chac no song & dau. N6 von tw minh dén ctra hoc vién
va tw gi¢i thiéu danh tanh. Hoc phi cia n6 dwoc chi tra thong qua mot ngan hang tu.

Una Onimous: Chau gai cua 6ng Onimous. Una méi 5 tudi va tai phép cuia c6 bé dwgce gitr bi
mat cho dén chirng nao tw birng phat.

Olivia Vertigo: Hiu dué ciia Guanhamara, mét ngwdi con da chay trén khoi 1au dai cia Vua dé,



sau d6 cwdi hoang tir nudc Y. Olivia Ia ngudi tao 4o nh. Gia dinh Bloor khong biét vé tai phép
cua Olivia.

Dagbert Endless: Dagbert 1a con trai cda lanh chda Grimward, ké diéu khién dai dwong. Me né
14y vang tir rang cua nhitng nguoi chét dudi dé luyén thanh buia bao vé con trai minh. Dagbert
1a ké dim nguwoi ta chét duoi.



PHAN MO PAU

Charlie Bone song trong mét thanh pho 6m gitr vd van diéu bi mat. Nhirng bi mat 4n giiu trong
twdng va chon vii dwédi dat hang bao thé ky.

Thanh pho do ra doi cach ddy chin trdm nam, bat dau tir mot 1au dai do t6 tién ctia Charlie 1a
Vua Do xay dung nén. Tén cua Vua Do xuat phat tlr tAm ao chung dé ruc va hinh mat troi chiéu
sang khic trén tam khién cta ngai. Vua Do 1a ngwdoi Phi chdu; ngai ciing la mot thay phap.

Khi hoang hdu yéu quy cta nha vua, hoang hau Berenice, qua doi, ngai di vao ring dé than
khoc. Ngai rat an tam khi mwoi ngwoi con ctia minh sé an toan trong tay cua nhiing quan can
than uyén bac va nhitng ba v hién lanh. V4 lai, mo6i ngudi con clia ngai déu dwgc ban mot tai
phép than ky.

Vao thoi do, vueong quoc cla ngai la mét noi day bao luc va khong c6 ludt phap - nan glet
nguoi cuop cua hoanh hanh. Trén du'o'ng vé nha, ngai nhan thay can phal dem tai phep v0 song
cua minh ra cttu gitp dan ngheo va nhitng ngwoi bi ap bitc. Lap tirc, ngai mac giap sat, doi mi
sdt cam chum 16ng do, sau d6 héa phép ra mot thanh gwom bat kha chién bai va cudi ngua
x6ng pha di bao vé nhlrng nguoi khon kho va nhirng ke than co the cO.

Vua Do diét tru bon bao chua, quan sat nhan va I quy toc ké cudp suot 5 nam. Cu01 cung, khi
ngai Ve den lau dai, m&i hay, nAm nguoi con cua minh da trén chay, con ndm ké & lai thi dung
tai phép ctia minh di thén tinh nhirng quoc gia lang giéng. Chinh nhirng nhirg con nay va chau
chat ctia ho da bat dau lich st tang thwong va doi bai kinh hoang cia thanh pha. Khong thé ra
tay danh dudi chinh cac con minh, nha vua tan nat trai tim danh phai roi khoéi lau dai cia minh
vinh vién.

Ba noi Charlie cing ba ngwoi em gai cua ba ta ding vé phe quy Ac. Trong thoi gian ba nd bi é ém
bua, ho tdng né vao hoc vién Bloor, ngoi truong do mot dong ho co qua khi cwee ky bao nguoc
didu hanh. Charlie luén luén phai e de gia dinh Bloor va dong minh ctia ho, nhu’ng, tinh cho dén
nay, n6 da dap tan moi am muu de bep n6 cua ho, boi vi xung quanh nd c6 nhiéu ban beé 1a hiu
dué cua Vua bé, lu6n dung tai phép phi thuong ciia minh dé tro gidp no.

Rleng véi tai di vao qua khix cia minh, Charlie dang dan kham pha nhirng bi mat cia thanh
phd. D6 la mot hanh trinh nguy h1em nhlrng Charlie c6 ban bé sat canh bén minh va cé niém
tin sat da vao tai phép mudn doi ctia Vua Do.



KHONG HAN LA NGUO1

Han 1a ban sé nghi Charlie Bone du that khi dé mat cha né lan thit hai, nhat la vao ldc no6 chi vira
mé&i tim thay cha. Ho dd cach mdt muoi nam rong - nhitng nam bi & ém yéu thudt, chu Lyell
Bone chim dim trong sw quén ling, khong thé nhé gi vé qua khit, tham chi ké ca tén clia minh
cling quén

Lan nay, chi it Charlie cing biét cha minh di dau. Bané dang dwa me no di huong tuan trang
mat lan thir hai. Con gi sung swéng hon lanh xa nhitng ngay thang Hai am u, lanh léo de di xem
ca voi va ca heo nd gion ngoai bién ruc nang? TAt nhién ho ru Charlie di cung, nhungné day
nhi tir ch6i. Cha me né can duoc & bén nhau, ngoai ra, & nha né con may viéc phai hoan thanh.
Co vai diéu bi 4n can lam sang to.

Lic nay day Charlie dang ¢ ngoai cbng ngoi nha noi nd chao doi. Po la mot toa nha gach do,
mai lop ngdi nghiéng doc, c6 bon bic thang dan lén canh ctra trwdc mau xanh da troi, Charlie
va me da roi ngo6i nha nay khi no 2 tudi, thanh ra n6 cha nhé chat gi vé chon nay. N gay nhu cai
tén nha ciing la 1dm d6i véi né: “Géc Kim Cwong” - toa lac trén géc phé Diamond va dai 16
Lyme

Bay gi¢r Charlie da 12 tudi - mot thang bé cao trung binh, téc den bu xti vd mit niu mau qua oc
cho. Mot thang bé binh thwong vé moi phuong dién, ngoai trir mot diéu: n6 la nguwoi-di-vao-
tranh, mot tai phép no thira hudng tie Vua Bo huyen thoai.

Ping bén canh Charlie la m6t ngwoi dan 6ng cao 1om, neét mat ran roi, dep nhu tac va mai toc
den thang, dai gan cham vai. Ong mac ao khodc den, dai va trum chiéc mi den rong vanh sup
han xuodng, duong nhw dé che kin mat, méc du trong budi chiéu thir Bdy u &m nay khong c6 lay
mot tia nang mat troi yeu &t nhat.

“Phai sira nhleu day,” ngwoi dan ong nhdn xét, nhin nhirng 16 héng den ngdom trén mai nha, noi
nhu'ng mleng ngoi lop bi toc mat.

“Uéc gi con co thé don vao day & ngay, Ong cau Paton a,” Charlie néi.

“Con khong phai doi lau nira dau,” Ong cau bao né. “Tuin téi la tho x4y, thg son, tho 6ng nuwéec,
Va tho lop mai sé bit dau tu sira ma.”

Chung ta vao xem chut di.” Charlie mé& cong va buéc trén 16i di hep cé moc tran lan. Ong cau
no theo sau, leng keng mot chum chia khoa. Khi vao gan hon, ho nhan thay cé anh dén & mot
trong nhing ctra s6 tang dudi.

“Co nguoi trong d6.” Charlie chay ao 1én toi ctra. Ong cau dang ¢ sau n6 mot budc lién phong
véo qua cac bac thang va tra mot chiéc chia khoéa vao 8. Canh ctra xanh da troi mé tung va
Charlie bu¢c vo trong.

Mui cti méc néng nac trong hanh lang. Van 16t san am, bam kit bui, nhirng manh gidy dan tuong
bong troc dinh lung lang trén cac birc twong nhem nhuoc den xi. Charlie & nhon chan nhe hét
strc, nhung nhirng tdm van tran trui c& rung 1én kén ket duéi ting bwdc di ciia nd. N6 voi vang
mé mot canh clra bén trai va ng6 vo can phong hoi ndy no thay c0 anh sang. Tréng huo trong
hodc. Ong cau Paton hat dau ra hiéu vé phia canh ctra khép ho & phia kia can phong. “Nha bép
do,” ong thi thao.

Mot tiéng chan dwoc nghe thay Kho ma biét né tr ddu vong téi. Charlie bang xoet qua can
phong, nhu'ng buéc chan ndng né ctia 6ng cau bam theo. Nhung ca nha bép cling trong tro. Mot
tiéng “ ram” danh, gat lam Charlie lao ban veo qua nha bép, vo 10i di hep. Canh cira sau m¢&
toang, x6 danh 4m vao birc twong phia sauné mot tleng rung chuyén nita. Mot luéng khi lanh
dp vao mat Charlie khi n6 nheo mat dom ra ngoai troi. Vira vwa kip lac cho no thay hai béng
den chui le qua quang hang rao giy & cudi vuon.

“Hé!” Charlie hét 16m, chay buon qua tham co va nhiing cdy dai cao kho héo. T6i hang rao, no
nhoa1 nguoi ngo rango hep ti ri. Nhung ke dot nhap da bién mat.

“Ch&c 1a nhitng ké lang thang.” Ong cau Paton d4 vao mdt chdng bao cii & gc nha. “Veé thoi,
Charlie.”

“Cho con 1én lau di?” Charlie nédn ni. “Con mu6n xem minh c¢6 nhé& can phong minh tirng ngt



hay khong

“Thi di.” Ong cau Paton theo Charlie 1én cau thang. Khi 6ng Ién toi noti, Charlie dang dirng nhin
tran tréi vao hai canh ctra trudc mat nd. C6 thém hai canh ctra bit dau mot hanh lang & bén
tral no, roi mot canh nita & bén phai. N6 chon mét canh.

“Con nhé gioi qua, Charlie!”

“Con chi doan thoi,” Charlie ndi. N6 diy mé& canh ctra do ra. “On”

Khong thé di dwoc budc nao vo phong. Tat ca van 16t san da bi d& sach. Tam thi dung dirng vao
tuong nhitng tdm khac lai ndm vit trén cac thanh ram hep dé& san nha.

“Quai la!” Ong cau Paton ghé nhin qua vai Charlie. “Ta khong biét 1a tho xay da bat d4u roi.”
Hai 6ng chau nhin vao nhirng can phong khac. Phong nao ciing trong tinh trang tuong ty: van
lot san bi giat tung roi quang btra ba1 vao goc nha hodc vat véo trén nhirng thanh ram mang.

Trong nhuw ai d6 suc sao tim Vat g1 ” Charlie nhan xét.

“Mot cudc lung kiém tuyét vong,” 6ng cau dongy. “Ta tuong twong ho ciing birt tung san nha
dum lau Ién, nhung sau d6 da gan lai dé de phong nguoi ta nhin vo qua cwa sb.”

“Con khong thich nghi téi viéc nguoi la lén vo va dao béi nha cii ctia con,” Charlie noi.

Khi di xuong lay, ho cang mat tim xem c6 d4u hiéu mat bac thang bi bung di khéng. Lan nay ho
phat hién mat g0 twa xudc, dinh bi nhé 1én va tay vin xuc xich.

“Thé nay thi phal thay hét 6 khéa théi,” Ong cau Paton néi khi hai 6ng chau tré ra dirng ngoai
duwong. ’ ‘Dé ta néi chuyén voi nha thau.”

Ho bat dau rdo b vé ngdi nhasd 9, duong Filbert. Ong cau Paton mai nght vé bon xam pham
nén quén bing la dén dwong dang sang. Truoc khi Charlle kip canh bao, 6ng da vo tinh nguéc
1én va bong den phia trén dau 6ng kéu bup mot phat, no tung.

Ong cau Paton chudi ngwdi né tran mwa thuy tinh doi xudng dau minh. “Chan qua! Chan qua!”
ong gam to. “Ai cin lam ké tang ap co chi!”

Ong cdu Paton Yewbeam, mot hau dué khac nira cia Vua bo, thira hwong mot tai phép khong
may. Chi can ong hoiliéc vao mot bong den dang chay, duné ¢ trong ctra s0, trong nha dan,
trén duong pho _hay tai nha minh, thi tat yéu né van ctt tang strc nonglén dén dd no tan bong
den. Vi vdy nén Ong cau Paton rat {t khi ra khoi nha vao ban ngay. Pen giao thong, den xi-nhan
0-t06 va den ctra so bay hang lu6n c6 nguy co hirng chiu tai phép khon kho nay cua 6ng. Ong
thay dleu nay that bat tién cho minh.

Lan nay tai nan ctia Ong cau Paton da dé 16 ra mot sw viéc. Trong chop l6e sang vut chiéu con
duwong, hai hinh hai bi nhin thay dang lup cup bén mot hang rao. Khoanh khic d6 kéo dai
khong t&éi mot gidy nhung gwong mit ho da in dam trong tam tri Charlie. Trong ho... khong hin
la nguoi.

Charlie chép mat trwdc con mua thiy tinh doi xuéng dau 6ng cu. Khi n6 mé mat ra thi hai
h1nh hai d6 da bién mat. .

“Mau Ién, Charlie, chiing ta mau ra khoi day keo c6 nguoi thay ching ta.” Ong ciu Paton chdp
canh tay Charlie va 161 n6 di khéi hién truong.

“C6 ngwoi da nhin thiy chdng ta roi, Ong cau Paton. Con nghi do c6 the l1a bon ho. Ttrc nhitng ké
dot nhap nha con, Nhung ho khong hanTa nguwoi. Néu 6ng hiéu y con.”

“Ta khong hiéu.” Ong ciu Paton tim chit canh tay Charlie hon. “Nhanh 1én! Nhanh ra khéi
day!”

Charlie thay minh bi 16i xéch qua duong. Mot chiéc xe lao t&i bop mot tiéng coi cdnh bao va
Ong cau Paton voi giat no 1én via he.

“Con bao khong- -han-1a-nguoi nghia la sao?” Ong cau Paton kéo thup vanh nén xudng. Bay gi¢r
ca miii cia 6ng ciing bi che khuat.

“Ho qua1 dan Iam, Ong cau Paton,” Charlie thé hong hoc. “Con khong thé giai thlch ?

“Cé lén,” 6ng ciu ra lénh. “Ta mudn biét ching ta dang doi pho véi loai sinh vat gl.”

Ong cau Paton di t1ep véi toc do luot gio thuong le clia minh. Charlie phai cdm c6 chay tirng
chap cho kip 6ng. “Chan 6ng dai gap doi chan con.”

“Ta muon ngan cach minh véi den duong,” Ong cau Paton git. Ong ré mot goéc phé va cham
buoc lai. “Nao, c6 lan nita coi. Cai gi khién ho khong phai la nguoi, Charhe""

“Trwdc tién 1a ho co 16ng. R6i mit ho... mit ho, 3, con nghi khac xa mat ngwdi. Ching giong mit
ché... hoic, hoic...”



“8017” 6ng ciu goi nhac.

“Chic vay,” Charlie than trong. “Néu mat s6i mau vang.”

“Hurm. Sao ta co linh cam nha Bloor lién quan t&i vu nay? Néi ta coi, ba cia con c¢6 nhic dén
Vlec dé lai vat gi d6 & ngoinha cti khong?”

Khong a. Nhu*ng c6 rat nhiéu thir ba con da quén roi.” Charlie mim cwdi mdt minh. Ba né nhé
tén me no va tén ba la du. “Tuy nhién, tri nh¢ cua ba con dang dan tré lai. M6i ngay lai c6 mot
dleu m¢&i bat khéi dau ba. C6 1e khl di nghi vé, ba con s& phuc h6i hoan toan.”

“Va d6 1a diéu bon chiing lo so.” Ong cau Paton dung khung lai.

“Al a? Cai gi co?” Charlie hoi.

“Nghe nay, Charlie. Ai ndy tin rang Manfred Bloor th6i mién ba ctia con la béi vi chi 3 ay gay tai
nan cho lao Ezekiel. Nhwng ta ngam thay con nhiéu ly do hon thé nira. Ta tin la ba ctia con dang
glau mot vat ma gia dinh Bloor mu6n co. Rat c6 thé bon ching hy vongla dwoi strc thoi mién,
chu a ay sé ti€t 16 noi cat no. Nhung diéu nay khong xay ra. Dén bay gio ho lai so ba ctia con sé
nh¢ va tim ra cai vat do trwéc bon ho.”

Charlie khong thé hinh dung noi dleu gi khién 6ng cau di den két luan nhw vay. Nhung dau oc
Ong cau Paton von hay lan tim van dé. Ong dang V1et lich stt Vua Do, va can phong riéng cua
ong chat cing nhitng quyen sach khong 16 vé tat ca nhwng d tai Charlie ting nghe noi tdi,
ciing nhu vé biét bao dleu no chua tirng nghe bao gio.

buong Diamond nam & ngoai 6 thanh pho, Charlie va 6ng cdu phai di bd gan mot t1eng ma&i vé
toi nha. Lic do bong chiéu da a ap xudng va swong mu day dic dang bo qua cac con phd. That la,
khong khi thoang mui mudi, mac du bién cach Xa noi nay it nhitla 30 dam.

Ba ngoai cua Charlle ngoai Malsle don ho tan ctra. Vé madt ba nhu vira bi choang s6c ghé gom.

“Ba Bone vé roi,” ba thi tham, tat den hanh lang di, ngan ngira Ong cau Paton gay tai nan.

“Vé r6i?” Ong cau Paton noi to. “Cai quai quy...”

“Suyt!” ngoai Malsle dwa mot ngon tay 1én moi. "Vao nha da.”

Charlie va 6ng cau theo ngoai Maisie vao nha bép. Ban an da don san va trong khi mic sup ra
ba cai to, ngoai Malsle ké cho ho nghe vé chuyen tré vé dot ngodt cua ndi Bone.

Noi Bone la chi gai ciia Ong cau Paton. Hon 6 6ng to1 hai muoi tudi va ho chang bao giv thudn
hoa véi nhau. Ba ta tham chi con khong wa nguoi con trai duy nhit cia minh, tirc la ba cta
Charlie. Ngay khi chu ay tro ve sau mwoi ndm bj cam tu trong hoc vién Bloor ndi Bone lién
khan géi ra di - dén song v&i ba c6 em géi & cudi mot con hém t6i tim, bat 6n tén 1a Ngach Toi.
Charhe da hy vong sé khong bao gio phai nhin tha ba ta lan nita chtt.

“Muta van con gitr chia khoa,” ngoai Maisie ké. Mu hung hé di vao, thay phich gio v6 hanh
lang va hét ‘Ta vé lai!’ ‘Sao vay? ta hoi. Hu, thoang nhin d4 biét c6 didu khong on roi. ‘Ai cung
nghi chic 1a ba tiéc lam,’ mu noi. ‘Ding thé. Toi twdng ba don di han chit, ta lién dap nhw vay.”
Charlie bat cuwoi khuc khich.

Ong cau Paton héi, ‘ ‘Nhung ly do cua ba ta la gi, ba Maisie? Tai sao ba ta tro ve?”

“Vi dam cuéi!” ngoai Maisie noi.

“Cudi ai?” Ong cau Paton hoi voi.

“Em Ut ciia muy, Venetla Tuin sau ba nay sé cudi chong
Charhe bi sac sup. Ba co Venetia? Nng’O’l qual quy nao trén doi lai muon cudi ba ta nhi?”

“Cé day, Charlle cwng,” ngoai Malsle néi. “Nhung chang may chéc ga dan 6ng toi nghiép dé sé
h01 tiéc vé  ngay nay cho ma xem.”

“Quaila,” Ong cau Paton nhin ngoai Maisie tran tran, khong tin noi.

“No6i Bone rat cau tiét,” ngoai Maisie ké tiép, “Nhuwng hai ba em kia thi 0 ung ho hoan toan.”
“Phul‘l ” Ong cau Paton thoi stip cua miph, chac han no dau c6 nong, boi vi dng da nuot chirng
gan chuc mudng roi ma dau kéu ca gi. Ong dang c6 khong dé 16 ra, nhung ai ciling c6 thé thiy
ong dang cwc ky hoang mang va bang hoang that su.

Bon ba chi cia Ong cau Paton déu xau xa nhw nhau. Ho cim thu & 6ng em duy nhit cta ho; ca doi
ho hanh ha ong chivi 6ng bat dong nhirng quan diém dao dirc ctia ho va luén bay té dit khoat
cho ho biét diéu d6. Ca bon chi em nha ho déu dé tién, han thi, héng hach, lwon leo va tham
lam. Qua tinh, Charlie khong sao tim dt 1641 dé& didn ta cho hét ho kinh khung dén c& nao. Khéng
ai trong bon ho tirng bao gio n6i mot 1oi tw té v&i Charlie, chir dirng néi 1a tang qua sinh nhat
nd, dic biét 1a noi Bone.



Ngoai Maisie ém phan hap dan nhat trong ban théng bao cia minh dén phut cu6i méi bat ngo
tung ra. “Piéu té nhatla ga d6 da c6 con roi. Hai ngwoi nghi gl veé diéu nay?”

“Cé con!” Charlie riing minh. “T6i nghiép bon chiing. Hay twdng twong ba c6 Venetia la me
minh!”

“That qua quat.” Ong cau Paton ngang phat dau lén.

Charhe quay lung ra ctra nén khong thay n01 Bone dang bwéc toi tir dang sau no.

“Ta mung rang ta khong phai la me may,” noi Bone han hoc. Mu dung dung budrc toi tu lanh,
mo ra. Chang c6 gi trong ddy,” mu phan nan. Cha co gi ngoal pho mat va xwong 6i. Khong
paté, khong sot mayonnaise va tham chi khong ca mui ca hoi.”

Ngoai Maisie tho dai danh suot. “Lam sao toi biet ba xuong day lung suc, véi cai bung cau ky
Va cai mém ken chon cta ba? Ng01 xudng di, Grizelda, dé t6i muc cho ba mot it sup nam.”

“Théi, cAm on.” Noi Bone tha ngudi danh ram vao chiéc ghé bap bénh gan bep lo.

Ong cau Paton nhan mit. Ong da dinh vut chlec bap bénh d6 di roi. Xwa nay c6 ai dung t&i no.
No6 la sw nhac nhé khong nglrng vé s c6 mat Am dam cta ndi Bone. Phai chi 6ng nghi sém va
da chdt né ralam cti tir hém trudec.

Cot! Ket! Cot! Ket! Cot! Ba ta ndm d6, mit nhdm lai, dau rut vao cam. Cot! Ket! Cot! Ket! Am
thanh dLr strc lam von cuc mon sup.

“Thira, Ong cau Paton mai mcrl tim dll‘O’C loi, “toi nghe nodi ba bat hoa véi cac em, Grizelda.”

Chung cting 1a chi cia may,” mu dop lai. ‘Cubi chong' X01, ta chua bao gio nghe chuyen 16 bich
dén vay. Venetia da nam muoi hai tudi roi. Pang ra né pha1 dep bo cai viéc dai loai thé tir
nhleu nam trudc co.”

“Dai loai nao?” Charlie hoi.

“Pilrng xac xwoc!” ba ndi né min
Charhe an xong sup thi Jding lén. ‘Con ca la ba sé di khi ba con tré vé,” nod noi.

“Hw, bon may sé dén song ¢ Goc Kim Cuong am ciing kia ma.” Mu thay cho Charlie anh nhin
lanh leo nhat ctia mu. “Nhwng ma xem c4 voi cé thé rat nguy hiém. Khong chirng han cha bao
gio...

Charlie khong cho nghe ba ndi noi nét cau. “Con qua nha Ben choi diy,” n6 hét to, chay ra hanh
lang va xdc ao khoac vao.

Ngoai Maisie goi véi theo, “Charlie, troi t6i roi cwng. Dirng dé y ba Bone. Ba 4y néi vay chir cha
co y gi dau.”

“Co day,” Charlie lam bam. N6 ro&i nha, chay bang qua dwong toi nha s6 12 va nhan chuéng,
buong Filbert luén im ang vao gio nay Chu Nhat. Chi c6 vai chiéc xe chay ngang qua, con via he
Vang teo. Nhu'ng Charlie cam thay néi gai dang sau gay, mach bao né c6 ai d6 dang nhin minh.

“Le, le 1én.” Charlie nhan chuéng lan thi hai.

Ben]amln Brown m¢ ctta. N6 nh6 hon Charlie vai thang tudi va nho con hon nhiéu. Mai téc
vang hon don cua né trung y v&i mau long con ché ding bén canh, vay dudi roi rit.

“Minh vao duoc khong?” Charlie hoi. “Noi Bone vira tro ve.”

Benjamin hiéu ngay tap ly. “Tai hoa lam sao! Minh dinh dwa Hat Bdu di dao ddy. bi khong?”
B4t ké diéu gi cling tot hon mot budi toi trong cung nha véi noi Bone. Charlie 11en nhip buéc
bén canh Benjamin khi thang nay hwéng vé phia cong vién. Vi nhitng tiéng stia han hoan, Hat
Pau chay vong quanh hai thang bé, sau do phong thuc mang trén con duong toi. Benjamin
khong thich dé vuot tam mit khéi con ché. Du biét thé 1a minh lo ling khong can th1et Ba me
no ludn dan no hay twoi tinh 1én, nhung Benjamin khong thé nao khac di ban tinh ciia minh
duorc. Ngoai ra, mot man swong mu dang bo vao phd - mdt man swong bat thuong, thodng mui
mudi.

Charlie thong vai xudng. Lai nira roi. Van cam gidc gai gai ky quic bén dwi c6 do. N6 dirng lai
Vé ngoai nhin ra sau.

"Gl vdy, Charlie?” Benjamin hoi.

Charlie ké cho ban nghe vé nhirng ngwdi nhung khong-giong-nguwdi né da thiy gan Géc Kim
Cu'o'ng

“Dém nay khong co gi binh thwong cd,” Benjamin run rdy. “Chwa bao gio’ minh ném thay mui
mudi trong swong.”

Varodi ching nghe thay tiéng tru - & rat xa, nhwng ding 1a mot tiéng tru. Am thanh d6 nghe hoi



giong tiéng nguoi, nhung khong phdi tiéng ngwoi. Lan dau tién k€ tir khi ba me di nghi, Charlie
woc gl ho ding di xem ca voi.

Hat Dau hoc téc tré lai chd hai thang bé. Long xu dung 1én nhu 16ng nhim.

“Wi tleng tru d6 d6,” Benjamin bao. ‘Minh da nghe thay | mot lan r6i. N6 khién Hat P4au hodng
hot, mac du binh thtrcrng Hat Dau von khong so cai i gi ca”

Khong 1au sau, Charlie nhan ra cé m01 lién quan gitra tiéng tru dang xa va sinh vat khong-han-
la-nguoi hinh nhw dang di theo no.

Nhwng con vé man swong cé mudi lai 1a diéu hoan toan khac



NHU'NG KE LA TU BIEN KHO'T

Co hai ké la mdt da vao thanh phé trong budi chleu Chu Nhat buot gia hém ay. Ho den bang
duong song. B4 lai con thuyén neo duwdi mot cay cau, ho leo b song doc lén duong cai. Ho di
chuyén bang nhlrng ctr dong chao dao ky la nhu thé dang gitt thang bang trén boong tau. i téi
dau ho kéo mot man swong mu theo dén do: thit swong mu giad tao, dwom mui muoi, lam cho
chim chéc im tiéng va khién khach qua dwdng bat ho vao tan trong 16ng nguwc ma khong cuwong
lai duworc.

NgU‘O‘l nho hon trong hai nguoi la 1a mot thang bé chung 11 tudi, mat xanh b1en trong nhw
tang bang tréi ngam dudi nudrc. M4i téc dai cham vai cia né mau nau luc, bét xin, hoi quan
mot nép. Du cao ding db tudi cia minh, nhung da no tai nhot, moi no hau nhw khong cO mau.
Né chong chanh di qua nhitng con duong rai soi, voi vé quyét tim, khong gi lay chuyén trén bo
mdt mong quet.

Cha thang bé c6 ddi mat lanh tro giéng nhw mat nd, nhung mai toc dai clia hdn ta diém nhiing
véttrang, Tén han la Lord Grimwald.

Khi ho dén nhirng bac thang danlén hoc vién Bloor, thang bé dlrng lai. Mat n6 dan vao nhwng
btrc twdng xam do s6 va dao 1én hai toa thap & hai bén 161 vao. “Di tlr bién t&i diy xa qua,” no
n01 bang giong du du'ong dén khong ngo.

“Con phai hoc cach song khong bién mo6t thoi gian.” Giong ngwdi dan dng cé tiéng dbi cia hang
dong am wot.

“Dugc.” Thang bé thoc mot tay vao tui quan. Vé yén long hién ra trén khuén madt no trudc sy
tiép xuic dé chiu véi nhitng linh vat bién. Trong tdi, n6 mang theo mot con ca vang, mot con
nhim bién va may con cua vang. D6 1a qua tang tir nguoi me qua c6, duoc lam tir vang tim thay
trong nhiing con tau diam dwoi b1en sau. “Dagbert, nhitng linh vat bién nay sé giup con song
sot,” me né da thi tham véi né. “Nhung con khong bao gio dwoc cho cha con biét vé chiing.”

Khi thang bé bit dau 1én cau thang, cha né néi, “Dagbert, nhé 1 ta din ddy. Phai c6 tw kiém
Ch’\ ”n
Dagbert duirng bu¢c va quay lai nhin cha.’ Ngcf) nh& con khong thé thi sao?”

“Con budc phai. Chung ta & day giup con.”

“Cha thi gitp. Con con thi hoc.” Dagbert quay diu va buéc 1én hét ciu thang. Cap gio dai dwa no
bang qua manh san gach chi véi vai sai chan liéu xiéu, tiép theo, né giat soi day xich treo canh
canh ctra d6i do6 so  bang go s6i. Mot tiéng chudng lanh lanh c4t 18n dau do sau tham bén trong
toa nha. Dagbert sam soi nhirng hinh nguoi bang dong kham trén cac canh ctra.

“Ho xwa hon ca toa nha.” Lord Grimwald ra ngon tay khap hinh mot ngudi dan 6ng cam cai gi
trong nhu mot tia chop. ‘“T6 tién cua chung ta d6, Dagbert. Nh& ddy. Chuing ta dang néi vé
Petrello, ngwoi con thir nam cua Vua Do.”

Mot trong hai canh ctra loang xoang mo ra va mot nguoi dan 6ng xuat hién. D6 1a mot ga luc
lu*ong, dau troc 16c, mit vudng banh va mit nhé ri, vé hon. “Gi ha?” Hin héi.

“Chung toi co6 hen,” Lord Grimwald tuyén b mot cach ngao man.

“Tén 13 Grimwald?” Mat ga dan 6ng hip lai.

“Chtt mi trong cho ai khac a?”

Ga dan 6ng lam bam “Chac!” va m& canh ctra rong ra hon. “Thé thi vo di.”

Cha va con di theo tim phan thit qua mot t1en sanh dai 14t d4 phién t&i mot canh ctra an vao
mot trong nhitng birc twong op van go sO1. “Thap nhac,” ke dan dwong thong bao, xoay mot cai
vong sit. Canh cra bAt m& va han dan hai nguoi khach vao mot hanh lang thap sang lu mu. O
cudi hanh lang ho di v6 mot can phong hinh tron roi leo mot cau thang xoay trén oc. Lén hét
quang cau thang thir nhat ho ré phai va buoc Vao mot hanh lang trai tham day.

“Van phong cua tién si & clra thi hai bén trai,” ga gac cong dau troc néi. “Pung nhw 6ng noi,
ong c6 hen. Gia dinh Bloor dang & trong do. Ca ba nguwoi.”

“Tén gi?” Lord Grimwald hach sach. “Ta muon biét nhiing chi tiét nay

“Weedon: gac cng, 14i xe, tap vy, lam vudn. Vay du cho 6ng chwa?” Han nén got tré lai cau



thang

“Do lao xwoc.’ ' Nudc daxanh réu cua Lord Grimwald chuyen thanh mau xin xit cua dit nung.
Khi ti€n sat dén citra van phong, han ta nén thang 1én d6 vai nam dim, thay vi g6 ctra lich sw
nhu & tru'ong hop khéac chic han hdn da lam.

“V6 di!” hai giong vang 1én cung luc, mot tram duc va ngao man, con giong kia rit 1én ham ho.
Lord Grimwald va con trai bu¢c vao phong. Ho thay minh & trong mot can phong u am, Xep
day sach, c6 mot ngwoi dan ong to cao dirng dang sau ban viét. Canh bén ban 1a mot sinh vat
gia khom ng01 trong xe lan. Toan than lao quan tot trong mot tam chdn ca-ro, dau doi mii den
hinh tron, 6m sat cai hop so go xwong. Tl d6 10i ra may dai toc trang thong xuong tdi vai,
trong twong soi sap. Pang sau ldo, mot 10 swdi dun cii cung cip hoi 4m va chdt mau sac sinh
dong cho can phong

“Lord Grimwald.” Tién si Bloor buéc vong qua ban va bat tay khach. “Han hanh gap 6ng. T6i la
t1en si Bloor, hiéu truéng. Toi tin 1a cudc hanh trinh ctia 6ng khong dwoc thoai mai cho [am.”

“Chung to6i den bing duong bién.”

“Khéng thé nao. Chung toi cach bién nhiéu ddm ma,” sinh vat trong xe lan lén ti€ng.

“Chung t6i da di xa hét strc cho phép ri sau d6 chéo thuyén qua song.” Lord Grimwald bit ban
tay nhu mong vubt tho ra khoi tam chan ca-ro.

“Ta la ngai Ezekiel,” 1do gia c6c dé noi. “Ta mot tram 1é mot tuoi. Thé nao? Trong khong toi
tu01 do, nhi?” Khong cho loi dap lai, lao tlep, ‘Ra day la thang bé.” Lao thop lay tay Dagbert.

“Ténno la Dagbert,” Lord Grlmwald bao voi lao khom. “N6 c6 nhiéu tén khac nira, nhung
chung toi quyet dinh ho cia né la Endless1.”

“Boi vi tén toi vinh clru nhw dai dwong.” Dagbert khong hé nao nung khij nhing ngon tay minh
bi vo trong mot ban tay xwong xau. That ra n6 khong nhin lao Ezekiel. Anh mat né bi hit vao
mot hinh thu trong géc phong, tum hup va sam téi, ngoanh mat khoi nhiing vi khach, mic du
né tao an twong la dang cham chu lang nghe khong s6t 10 ndo. Dagbert mai chti muc téi hinh
thu sat khi d6 dén noi quén kiém soat ban than.

Nhirng ludi ltra trong vi 10 hiu hat roi tat ngdm. Mot man swong nhop nhap tran vao phong, va
nhu'ng quyen sach mau méc giang kin cac birc tuong bi tam dam trong anh sang bién ky quai.

“Ma quy gi the nay7 Lao Ezekiel vot miéng, kéo tam chin vo sat ngwoi hon.

“Do la phép cuano,” Lord Grlmwald than nhién noi. “Chang bao lau nita Dagbert s& phat huy
hét quyén nang, va tai phép ctia né sé manh ho'n ta.”

“That thé 11’7" Tién si Bloor wéc lwong thang bé. “Mot y nghi chang thoai mai cho 6ng, 6ng Lord
Grlmwald a.”

“Khong dau. Dagbert sé khong bat tuan. Néu thé no sé chét. N6 biét ro diéu nay.” Lord
Grlmwald néi nhw thé con trai khong hé c6 mat trong phong “Ta khéng mudn c6 con,” han
tiép, “Nhung roi thi phép la nay xdy dén,” hin chi Dagbert, “va ta thay minh khong thé tach
khoi diéu do. Dong ho cua ta bi nguyeén rua, ong biét day. Hé khi nao mot dira con trai dat t&i
toi da cong lwc, no sé quay qua chong lai cha no, r01 thi mot trong hai cha con sé€ c6 nguoi chét.
Nhung ching t6i, ta va Dagbert, dd c6 mot hiép wéc, sé luén ludn hop tac ciing nhau. Phai
khong, Dagbert""

Dagbert gat dau véi cha mot cai cut lun.

“Nao, Dagbert, hdy tw chu!”

Dagbert mim cudi. Anh sang bién nhat di, nhitng khic cti trong 10 kéu léo xéo va bung chay tré
lai.
“Thu vi.” Tién s Bloor nhiu may v&i thang bé. ! Mlen la nd s dung tai phep ctua no dung chd.”

“Hay dé mét toi no gium ta,” Lord Grimwald noi, “Va ta sé€ lam nhing gi ong mudn.”

“Ching toi sé X€p nd vao phong ngu chung cua Charhe Bone,” 1ao Ezekiel ha hé.

“Xin moi ca hai ngwdi ngoi xuong,” tién si Bloor noéi. Dagbert 1dy may chiéc ghé canh ké sach
lai day.”

Thang bé kéo hai chiéc ghe lai gdn ban ‘trong khi tién si Bloor ti€p, “Charlie Bone dang tré nén
manh ngoai tam kiém soat. Can pha1 go cuwong no lai.”

“Chau c6 thé lam diéu dé, thua ngai. " Dagbert ngo6i xuong ghé canh cha né.

Lan dau tién ké tir khi nhwng vi khach toi, cai hinh thu trong bong toi day mat ra anh sang.
Lord Grimwald v6 y thé héc 1én, nhung con trai hdn ta tré mit nhin gwong mit bi tan pha cta



Manfred Bloor bang ve hdi hung pha 14n khodi chi. B6n vét seo 1on chay tir dwong ngoi toi cam
cua nguoi thanh nién. Mi mat han nhim nhiu nhirmg mii khau va méi trén bi xach ngwoc 1én
thanh hai phén, khién cho bd mat han mang vé quau quau vinh Vlen

“Khing khiép ha?” Lo Ezekiel ngé quanh lai thang chit ctia minh. “Nhwng ching ta sé tra thu
chung, Manfred.”

“Sao lai ra thé?” Lord Grimwald hai.

“Lii meo,” ti€n si Bloor dap.

“Meéo?” Lord Grimwald 1ap lai, kh6ng tin noi.

“Nhirng con bao,” mot giong dung duc tur phong vang vong ra.

Chung xé toac c6 hong né,” tién si Bloor ha thap giong. “Mdi tiéng néi ra déu khién né dau
dcrn

“Nhitng con bao.” Mat Dagbert van chwa roi khoi bo mat bi hay hoai.

“Nhiing con bao cta Vua bo,” lai cai giong ghé so do.

Dagbert quay qua cha." Chung tala con chau cua Vua bo.”
Cha nd gat dau. “Chinh vi vay ching ta & day.”

“Vay la mi biét cau chuyén vé Vua Do?” Lao Ezekiel lan xe lai gan Dagbert. “Mi biét 1a khi vor
ngai mat, nha vua vao rung than khoc chi 6 1t bao di cung. Nhung mi c6 biét ngai da bién Id
bao do6 thanh meo khong? Nhirng con meo bat ti, 1ong chung sang nhuw lua 1t meéo dé xuat hién
trong moi thé hé dé dong hanh vai nhitng dura tre Khuoce tir sy kiém soat Giong lao Ezekiel ra
len gian dit. “Chinh ching. Nhing con meo do da huy hoai chat cua ta.”

“Tai sao?” Dagbert hoi, rat can dam trwdc noi cuong dién cta ldo gia.

“Charlie Bone,” céi giong cay cu trong bong t01 tra loi.

“Dung, Charhe Bone,” tién si Bloor thira nhan. “Ctt cho 1a né c6 cttu cha nd, nhung lam ra néng
noi nay...” 6ng hiéu tredng vung tay veé phia con trai.

“Ong da tim ra cach tring phat Charlie Bone chua'?" Lord Grimwald héi.

“Chung toi hy vong dng co thé gitp ching t6i.” Tién si Bloor th& phui ra. “Charlie c6 ban be,
ong biét day, ddm ban c6 phép huing manh. Chiing né dinh nhau nhw hé.”

“Ho c6 thé bi lodng,” Dagbert lang lang noi.

Mot bau thinh lang kinh ngac theo sau loi nhan xét nay. Gia dinh Bloor danh gia Dagbert bang
moi quan tam mo1i. Nhung anh mat thang bé dang bi ghim gilr trong doi mat sirt seo dang nhin
rano tu trong bong toi, va tat ca moi nguoi trong phong déu cdm nhan mai day vo hinh dwoc
hinh thanh tirc toc gitra Dagbert Endless va Manfred Bloor.

Ezekiel mim cuwdi théa man. Tirng cé nhiéu dira tré duoc ban phép thuat hoc & hoc vién Bloor;
khong thiéu dira doc dia mot cach dang hai long, nhung 130 chic chin chua ditra nao chét nguoi
nhu thing bé phwong Bic c6 déi mit bang troi nay.

Lord Grimwald dirng ddy va bat dau di chuyén trong phong bang kiéu di ldo dio quai dan cta
m1nh 'Vdy la 6ng sé gido duc con trai ta. Thé con ta sé phai lam g1 cho 6ng?’

A bay gio ching ta di vao mau ch6t van dé,” lao Ezekiel ho hoi. * Ong c6 thé diéu khién bién
cd, Lord Grimwald. Mot tai phép khong ai bang, néu ta c6 thé nodi thé.”

Lord Grimwald nghleng dau trong khi van tiép tuc liéu xiéu trong phong.
Tién si Bloor noi, “Cha cua Charlie, Lyell Bone, hién gio dang ¢ ngoai bién. Han di huong tuan
trang mat lan thit hai véi vo la Amy. Va bon chung da quyét dinh sé di xem ca voi.”

“Xem cd voi!” 130 Ezekiel cwoti luc cuc. “Bon ngo ngan. Chung dang & trén mot con thuyén bé
teo, song sé danh thuyén cuia ching nghiéng nga, d&n khi mot con song cao nhat, 16n nhat, rong
nhat sé dim con thuyén xuéng day dai duwong, cho Lyell va Amy mai mai nam lai dwéi day. Ong
ngh1 sao vé diéu do, Lord Gr1mwald7”

“Ta c6 thé lam diéu do6 cho 6ng.” Lord Grimwald dirng bwéc va ng01 xu6ng. “Nhung cho ta hoi,
ngoai trung phat Charlie Bone, con c6 Iy do nao khac ma ong muon dim chét Lyell Bone?”
“BAN DI CHUC!” c tién si Bloor va lao Ezekiel cung dong thanh.

“Ban di chuc?” Lord Grimwald hoi.

“N6 xua, xwra lam roi, nhung van con hiéu luc,” lao Ezekiel néi. “Do 6ng tang to clia ta, Septimus
Bloor, lap nam 1865, ngay tru¢c khi chét. Lao dy dé lai moi thit: nha, viron, 1au dai trén bai do
nat, nhiing tai san vo gia, tat tat... tat tit cho con gai ldo 1a Maybelle va bon thira ké cia mu.
Nhung ba di clia ta, Beatrice, la mot phui thily. Beatrice rat cim ghét Maybelle, nén da dau doc



Maybelle va lam gia moét ban di chuc khac. Ban di chuc nay, ban gia do, dé lai tat ca moi thir cho
6ng noi ta, Bertram. Ong 4y dé lai tit ca cho cha ta, sau d6 cho ta. Beatrice khong mudn gi cho
minh ca - ba 4y thay Maybelle chét va thdy con cai mu bo vo sdng nhd trai t& ban 1a man
nguyen roi.”

“Thi 16i cho sw chdm hiéu cua ta, ngai Bloor, nhtrng dau la vAn dé?” Lord Grimwald x0e tay ra.

“Duong nhuw ban d1 chuc that khong con ton tai nita.”

“Nhung c6 day, n6 van ton tai,” 1do Ezekiel thét gdo. “Cé ké da tim thay no do la Rufus Raven,
chat cua Maybelle. Han da trao cho vo han, Ellen, ngay trong ngay cudi.”

“Trao ban d1 chac?” Lord Grimwald hoi.

“Khoéng, khong chinh xac 1a ban di chic. Ellen duoc trao chlec hop dung ban di chuc,” tién si
Bloor giai thich. “Chia khéa da mat va c6 ta khong thé mé dwoc chiéc hop, nhung Ellen dwoc
ban phép nhan biét... d6 vat. C6 ta doan trong hop chira mot thtr cuc ky quan trong.”

“Bon ta tin rang Rufus da trao chiéc hop cho Lyell Bone gitr cho an toan,” lao Ezekiel n6i.

Chung 12 ban ndi khé ctia nhau, han va Rufus ay. Bon ta da thuong lwon da c6 doa nat: ‘Pua
cai hop cho bon ta thi mi sé& duoc mot nu’a gia tai’. Di nhién bon ta du thé théi.” Mot nu cudri
quy quyét béu ra khai cap moi héo hit cia ldo Ezekiel.’ ‘Nhung Rufus khong chiu nha. Vi vay
bon ta budc phai Khor han véi con vo kho khao cua han. Mot tai nan thuong tam do mot tho
may xe duwoc ta tra cong bay bo. Thang con cua ching song sot, nhu'ng no chang biét ti ti gi.”

“Tén noé 1a Billy,” tién si Bloor néi. “Bon ta dang giit né & day. N6 8 tudi va c6 thé néi chuyén véi
thu vat.”

“Loi hai ghé,” Dagbert thich thu.

Lio Ezekiel cuoi gdn. “Tai phep cda Billy dén glcr cha c6 lgi loc gi cho né. Nhw Thwong Hai nay
la vi du.” Lao bat ngon tay. “Thwong Hai, lai day.”

Mot con cho gia khu dé tir dwdi gdm ban hién ra. Mat né bi khuit tit trong m¢ da beo nheo
chay x&, b vé ngan ciin con hau nhuw khong do n01 than hinh uc ich ctia n. Moi Dagbert ton
len ghé té'm khi con vat whu va df vom mleng nuéc dai Iong rong vao tdm chan ctia lao Ezekiell.

“Billy goi n6 la May Phuc,” ldo Ezekiel néi. “Cé troi méi biét tai sao. Con ché nay hiéu dwoc may
lori 1ao nhao cua Billy nhu‘ng la1 cha hiéu nhitng gi bon ta noi. Budm véi lai,” lao Ezekiel huo doi
tay cong queo 1én khdi dau, “véi lai... tiéc sinh nhat, 1atatca nhiing g1 no blet Vi vay no khong
the mach 1éo Billy chit gi vé cudc chuyen tro caa bon ta, hay vé su thira ké cua nd.”

“Lao chac khong do?” Dagbert ngh1 ngo tia con ché.

“Hoan toan,” tién si Bloor néi. “Nhitng tir duy nhait con ché dé biét Ia tén n6: Thwong Hai hoac
May Phuc.”
biéu nay khong han ding. May Phuc khong du kha nang dé hiéu hét ting 101 dwoc noi ra,
nhung n6 hiéu mach cdm xtc & trong phong. N6 biét bon ho dang ngi veé ban cua no, Bllly, va
linh cam hai ké la mat kia mang dén tai hoa. Ho pha mui swong va go muc. Daho lanh va tron
nhay, va trong giong noi cua ho c6 am vang tleng song dap vao bo da. M3t thang bé nhoang
nhoang nhu nuéc dong bang, va mat cua ngwoi dan dng. ké vé nhitng con tau dam va nhing
nguoi bi chét dudi thwong tam. May Phtic sé md ta tit ca nhitng diéu nay cho Billy, sau d6 Billy
sé n6i chuyén véi ba bép trudng. Va ba bep trwdng sé cho May Phic mot cuc xwong to, May
Phuc hy vong vay. Con ché gia huéng ra ctra, nguc ngodc cai dudi trui 1di va danh mot phat ram
khi nghi vé cuc xuong hang a0 uoc.

Co tiéng gb ctra 10m va, khi cra mo, May Phic hip tap swot qua Weedon ra hanh lang.

“Ba bep truwdng da don xong bira t6i,” Weedon thong bao mot cach cuc can.

“Al” tién st Bloor dap hai ban tay vao nhau. “Phong an & cudi hanh lang. Pi huéng nay, xin moi
moi nguoi.”

Trong khi hai vi khach di theo tién si Bloor, mot phu ni nho nhan tir phong dn hién ra. BA bép
trwong da tron tria hon ngay trudc, mai toc den gior hoi nga xam, nhung guwong madt hong hao
van luu lai nhitng nét xinh dep thori tré. Trong thay tién si Bloor va khach, ba ding nép qua bén
cho ho di qua.

“Cam on, ba bép tru'ong, tién si Bloor noi.

Ba bép trwdng git dau, bong batglac rung minh. Ba bum chiéc khan mui xoa 1én mdt va lat dat
di khéi. Tim ba dap nhanh dén n6i May Phiic ciing nghe thay khi ba chay theo sau né xuéng cau
thang.



“0i, hai hung! Oi, kinh hoang! D6 1a hin. La han d4y. Oi, May Phuc, ta phai lam gi day? Sao hin
lai & day? Sao la1 la bay gio?”
Ba bép trwdng bwon vao can tin xanh da trod, véi May Phiic ke sat nat. Chiéc khan mui xoa van
b1t chat miéng ba nhw thé ting luong khong khi ba hit vao déu bi dau déc.

“Ba bep trwong, chuyén gi vay a?”
Ba bép truwdng da khong thiy thang bé toc trang dang ngoi bén cai ban trong goc.
“0, Billy, cung. Ta bang hoang qua " Ba kéo mot chiéc ghe rava ng01 xudng canh no. *Co mot
nguoi dan ong ¢ day. Han... han...” ba l3c dau. ‘Billy, ta can phai noi voi con. Chinh han di dim
chet cha me ta, quét sach nha ctra ctia ta va giét hai vi hon phu cua ta, tit ca chi vi ta khong
cwdi han.”
Dm mat mau ruou vang do cua Billy tron tron kinh hai. “O day? Nhung tai sao?”

Ta khong ly g1a1 duoc cho con hiéu. Cé gi d6 lién quan toi thang be ma hin mang theo, ta nghi

" Ba bép trudng hi mi va giat chiéc khan mui xoa vao tay a0. “Tén han 1a Grlmwald

Chuyen da b6n muoi nam roi. Ta khongblet hin connhinrata khong. Nhung rui hin nhin
ra..” ba nhim mat lai cd gatdi nhu'ng ndi kinh hoang khdng thé twéng tuwong dwoc. “Néu han
nhan ra, ta budc phai roi khéi day.

“R&i khoi day? Khong thé duor, ba bép trwong!” Billy bat ddy va vong tay 6m c6 ba bép trwcrng.

“Con s€ ra sao néu khong c6 ba? Ba khong thé di dvfcrc Ba  dung di. Lam on dung di, ma.”
Ba bép truong lac dau. “Ta khong biét, Billy. Da tirng c6 rat nhiéu nguoi khing khlep toi noi
nay, nhung han 1a ké kinh khing nhit. Néu thang bé kia c6 chut gi giéng han, ching ta sé nguy
khon, tin ta di.”
B4t thinh linh May Phtic chém hai chan 1én dui ba bép trudng va ngira dau ra sau, tru lén mot
tleng thé lu'crng dén noi Bllly phal bit tai lai.

“N6 biét,” Billy thi thdm. “N6 mudn ndi véi con diéu gi d6, nhung con khéng chac minh c6
mudn nghe khong.”



DAGBERT ENDLESS

Sang thir Hai co mot thang hoc tro m&i xuit hién & hoc vién Bloor. N6 madc ao chung xanh
da troi, dong phuc cua khoa Nhac Charlie gap n6 [an dau tién o trong phong Tap Hop. Bon hoc
sinh khoa nhac c6 dan nhac riéng, va hdm nay anh ban than cua Charlie, Fidelio, choi violin
chinh. Cau chang cam cay vivay vay Charlie dung lic thay trudng khoa Nhac gido su
Saltweather, bwdc 1én san khau.

“Ai d6?” Co giong noi lot vo tai Charlie.

Charlie nhin quanh thi thdy mo6t thang bé cao hon né ca tic, téc dai, trong wét reot va mat
xanh bién.

“Ai la ai?”Charlie héi lai.

“Thang dan violin.”

“Tén anh 4y la Fidelio Gunn,” Charlie dap. “Anh 4y 1a mot nguwoi ban cia té.”
“Thé a? N6 danh violin gioi khong?”

“Kiét xuat luon. A nhan tién, minh la Charlie.”

Gido su Saltweather gio tay 1én ra hiéu im l3ng, va dan nhac trdi 1én.

Ba muoi phut sau thang bé méi téi dudi kip Charlie khi né roi  phong Tap Hop. Thang do dui
cho Charlie mot btrc thu. Nhin mot cai la Charlie chang thich tf ndo. N6 nhan ra loai gidy c6 tiéu
dé ctia hoc vién Bloor. V&i ndi dung in theo 16i chit to, bay buwém nhuw sau:

Charlie Bone duoc chi dinh 1a gidm sat chinh thitc ctia Dagbert Endless. Charlie sé chi dan
cho Dagbert tat ca nhitng vi tri lién quan dén mot hoc sinh khoa Nhac nam thir hai. Dong thoi
Charlie sé truyén dat cho Dagbert nhitng quy t tac va luat1é cda hoc vién, cling nhu moi thong
tin vé trang phuc va nhitng d6 dung hoc tap bit budc. Néu Dagbert Endless vi pham bat ky ndi
quy nao cla hoc vién, Charlie Bone sé& phai chiu trach nhiém.

Charlie nuot nwéc miéng danh wec.
“D6 1a toi,” thang bé ndi, chi vao tén minh trong bic thuw. “Dagbert Endless.”
Charlie lap bap. “T6i thac mic tai sao ho lai chon t6i.”

“Boi vi anh duoc ban phép thuat,” Dagbert bao no. “Toi cling vay. Nhung téi mu tit nhac.
Tuy nhién tdi s& khong phién néu hoc trong. Con anh?”

“T6i? 0, toi théi kén trumpet,” Charlie dap. N6 tw hoi sao thang nay lai vao trudng tré nhw
vay. Trong khi bon chting d4 hoc gan h&t mot nita hoc ky hai roi.”

“T6i dén tr phwong Bac,” Dagbert cho Charlie biét. “Phwong Bac rat, rit xa x6i. Toi da hoc &
hoc vién Loth nhung ho dusi to1.”

Charlie 1ap ttrc quan tam. “Vi sao?”

“C6 moOt vu chét dudi,” thang bé noi tinh queo. “Khong phai 16i tai toi, di nhién, nhung anh
thira biét nhung bac phu huynh thé ndo. Ho mudn tra tht va ai d6 da néi cho ho biét tén toi.”
Dagbert ha giong. “Han khong yén 1au dau, to6i bdo dam v&i anh ddy.”

“Al?"

“Ké mach 1éo0.”

_Chung dara toi tién sanh va Charlie ham mudn nghe chi ti€t vu chét dudi kinh hoang dén
nodi né quén mat ndi quy. “Thé, chuyén xay ralam sao?”



“Im lang trong t1en sanh, Charlie Bone,” mdt trong nhitng huynh truédng nhic to, chi nay vui
tinh, hiém khi phat cdm ttic.

“Loi nay,” Charlie thi thao, huych khiy tay Dagbert.

Chung buwdc tdi canh clra bén dudi hinh hai cay kén trumpet bat chéo nhau. Vira qua ctra
Charlie néi, “T6i mirng la chi Fiona truc chir khong phai Manfred Bloor.”

“Manfred thi sao?” Dagbert hai.

Charlie khong thich anh mat Dagbert ban vao minh. * 'Khong c6 chi.” Nhanh chong chuyén deé
tai, Charlie giai thich rang ching dang ¢ trong phong de ao khodac xanh da troi. “Hoc sinh khoa
chh mdc a0 chung tim, cra phong dé o khoac bén dé ¢ dudi hai chiéc mdt na; con hai cay but
vé bit chéo chi chd cho hoc sinh My Thuat di. Ho mdc ao chung xanh 1a cay. M3i khoa con cé
cang-tin riéng nita. Nhung tat ca ching ta cung hoc chung, chi trir khi nao hoc nhac, hoa hay
kich thoi.”

Bon tré bat dau bu quanh Dagbert. N6 tir ddu dén? Sao n6 & ddy? N6 c6 s6ng trong thanh
phé khong?

Charlie nhan ra Billy Raven ng01 trong mot goc. Vira trong thiy Dagbert, thang nhé li€c nhin
Charlie mot cai day lo lang va bo chay. Dagbert dom theo thang bé bach tang roi chuyén tro véi
nhing du’a khac. N6 khong noi voi dira nao nhirng diéu né vira m&i néi vai Charlie. Chi bao
rang n6 song trén lau mot ctra hang ban ca.

“To1i thich ca 1am, anh biét diy.” N6 mim cwdi véi Charlie ra diéu chi tui minh biét thoi.
“N6 la mét con ca quai dan,” Fidelio lao thao vo6 tai Charlie.
Charlie cuoi toét. Dagbert thdy dau Fidelio chum sat vao dau Charlie thi nu cwoi tat phut

khoéi gwong madt né. Mat né bat than tré nén lanh bing dén mirc khién cho mdt con riing minh
chay khap sdng lung Charlie.

“Ké tiép la gior tiéng Anh,” Charlie n6i. “T6t hon tui minh téi phong thay Carp di.”
“Ban sé€ vui thich cho coi, Dagbert?” Fidelio néi. “Carp c6 nghia la mot con ca chép sac s6.”
Dagbert khong cuoi. “Chi dwong cho to6i,” n6 ra lénh.

Chung roi phong dé 4o khoac xanh da troi va len 16i gitra nhitng t6p hoc tro 4o chung xanh
da troi, xanh 14 ciy, hoac tim toa di khiap moi hwdng.

Thay Carp la nguoi map chac, mat do gay, lic nao cling dong chinh te ao ghi-1é soc va com-1é
xam lich lam. Thay cho rang Charlie Bone khién minh ngitra mat, phan vi mai téc bom xom clia
no, phan nita vi tam tri né hay dé dau dau. N6 chua la hay lo xa va thinh thoadng lai twong mot
ciu trd 161 dé dan 1am cho ca 1ép bo ra cuoi.

“Tro, ngoi kia,” thay bao Dagbert. “Ding, ké bén Charlie Bone. T6i dwoc blet cau tala giam
sat cia em, mac dit theo ¥ y cua to6i thi chinh cau ta mo1i can nguoi giam sat.” Thay Carp bat cudi
trwére cau dua cia minh trong khi ca 16p im thin thit.

Dagbert ng6i vao ban ké bén Charlie. O‘ phia bén kia Charlie, Fidelio nhuéng moét chan may
1én. Tiéng ghé ca san nha, ca 1&p ngdi xudng va bai hoc vé diu chdm cau bit dau.

Suot thoi gian con lai trong ngay Dagbert deo dinh Charlie nhw dia doi. b6 khong phal 1a16i
ctia Dagbert, Charlie 1ap luan, nhung no dang dan giy tai hai dén cac quan hé ban be cua
Charlie. Hai nho ban Emma va Olivia toi choi voi Charlie trong gio nghi giai lao, nhuwng tinh
hinh bong chuyen xau khi Olivia phan rang Dagbert tanh mui ca. Charlie da dinh ninh cai mi
d6 pha ra tir khu nha bép, nhuwng gi¢ thi n6 nhan thay Olivia noi dung

Phén Ung ctia Dagbert khién Charlie ngé& ngang. “Tui nay nghi may ngudi boc mui nwéc hoa
re tién, Charlie nhi?” N6 nhay mat Charlie, thang nay m¢ mom dinh phan déi thi Dagbert tiép.
“Tui nay nghi hai ngwai 161 thoi 1Ech théch qua di. Nhat 1a may kiéu t6c 16 bich dé.”

“T6... khong...” Charlie ca lam.

Emma sitng s& nhin no, trong khi Olivia tra treo, “Ra vay. Htlr, ching t6i bié€t minh dang ding
& dau, c6 dang khong?” Con nho chup canh tay Emma va kéo xéch di. buoc vai bwérce, Olivia



quay lai, hét 16n, “Té ludn biét dang Ay 1a do6 liva ddo ma, Charlie Bone. Liva ddo va déi tra.”
bang 1& Charlie Bone da chay theo bon con gai, nhung cau néi dau xdc ctia Olivia chdn né
khung lai. Phai chang con nho luén nghi né 1a do lira d2o? N6 nhin hai dtra con gai bang qua
san. Trong 4o khoac do6 va quan bo den, trong Olivia khong luom thuom ti nao. Mot chlec mil
noi xinh xinh bang nhung den doi trén mai tc nau diém nhlrng vét den va vang ong cua con
nhd. Charlie chwa kip khen Olivia thi Dagbert d4 ném ra cai cAu nhan xét chét nguoi dé roi.
Hom nay thdm chi cda Emma ciling rit duyén dang, véi mai téc vang cuén thang 1én dlnh dau.

“Mic cho tui né di,” Dagbert néi. “Tui minh dw biét ngit ching nd. Bon dau rong.”

“Dep xwng ‘tui minh’ dl ” Charlie noi d6a. “Ching ta khong cung quan diém gi hét. Cac ban
gai do khong hé dau rong.”

Dagbert tang o ciu nay. “Anh hira sé chi cho t6i 1du dai dé. Twr day t6i co thé thiy nhirng bic
tu’(‘yng bi thoi.”

O’ cubi san choi, nhirng btrc twong dé bam cta lau dai an hién gitra ‘tang cay. Nhin déng do
nat, that kho tin Vua D6 da tirng xay cung dién & d6. Poi khi Charlie lay dong tan tich do lam

noi nwong nau, nhung thuong thi nhitng birc twdng cao voi ludn tao cam giac on én, goi nhic
veé thoi qua khir tang thwong cta lau dai.

“Ban tw di di,” Charlie bao Dagbert. “T6i muon noéi chuyén véi ngwoi khac.” N6 da thay anh
ban Gabriel Silk dang lo ngo tién vé phia chung.

Khi Gabriel dén gan, Dagbert hét Ién &m 1. “Anh néi phai, Charlie. Pting l1a ké thua cudc.”

Chang may ding ltic d6 Gabriel tinh co di ngang qua Bragger Braine, ké bat nat khét tleng
nam hai. Bragger cung voi dam con trai vay quanh hin dom mai téc dai va bd mat thiéu ndo
cua Gabriel roi pha Ién cudi doc dia.

“Gabe!” Charlie hét goi.
Nhung Gabriel da chay mAat tiéu. Charlie ddo quét khap san, cudi cung thiy Gabriel chay vé
phia ctra vwron.

“Dagbert, sao may noi vdy?” Charlie dién tiét. “Gabriel rat nhay cam. Tao khong biét phai
gidi thich lam sao v&i anh ay day.”

“Tdi céc quan tam,” Dagbert tinh bo. “Ai them mot thang ban nhw thé? Han tham chi con
khong thé mac dwoc 4o cii.”

“Tai anh a ay khong thé. Anh dy chiu moi cadm xtc clia tit ca nhitng ai da mac chiéc 4o dé
trudc anh 4y.” Charlie ddm chan. “N&u may mudn xem khu d6 nat thi tw ma di l1dy.”

Gian 16i dinh, Charlie dung dung b6 di khoi Dagbert va hwong vao truong. Tw dung mui ca
tanh won noilén nong nac dén noi né suyt 6i mira. That nhe nhom khi vao trong tién sanh va
déng ctra chan cai mui nghet tho do lai. Charlie chay toi phong de ao khoac xanh da troi, noi
Gabriel thu'cmg lanh nan khi cé chuyen khong hay. Nhwng thay vi gdp Gabriel, né thay Bllly
Raven ngdi thu lu & dau mot bing ghé.

“Billy, em c6 thidy anh Gabriel dau khéng?” Charlie hoi.
Billy lac dau. Tréng thic thom bat an.
“Em sao vay?” Charlie ngdi xudng canh thang bé con.
“Anh can phai biét doi chut vé thang Dagbert d6,” Billy ndi, “May Phuic bdo v&i em...”
“Day r01'" Dagbert hiénra o nguong clra, mdt né tro trdo va mui ca da bi ché ngu. Hlnh nhw
né cé thé xa hay bit cai mui d6 lai. “Anh c6 may ngudi ban quai dan qua, Charlie Bone.”

“Nay,” Charlie c6 hét sikc gitt binh tlnh ‘Tao khong phién lam giam sat cho may, nhwng hay
dé cac ban cda tao yén, kéo khong thi...

“Thi sao?” Mat Dagbert danh lai.
Charlie khéng thé nghi ra loi doi dap.
“Khong thi chang sao cda,” Dagbert tra 1oi giim né. “May cha c6 phép gi sit, Charlie Bone.



Cho nén may phai loi dung nguwoi khac.”
Charlie dang ban suy nghi, n6 da téng tién ba dira trong ddm ban minh. Nhung lu6n con

Tancred va Lysander. N6 nhin Dagbert cham cham, nhung thang ngudi ca nay du c6 la gi chang
nira cling khong phai la ké doc tam tri.

Sau bita t8i, trong khi bon tré khac dén cac 16p hoc cia chung, Charlie dan Dagbert ti
phong Nha Vua.
“Phong Nha Vua la gi?” Dagbert héi khi ching leo 1én nhitng ciu thang hep & cudi toa nha.
“Do la noi treo birc chan dung Vua bo. Tat ca nhing dira tré dll'O’C ban phép thuit déu phai
lam bai tip vé nha & d6. Béi vi chiing ta 1a hiu dué cia Vua DP4.”

“Vay la toi sap gap nhitng nguoi con lai.” Dagbert vwot 1én trwoc Charlie. DPén luc Charlie téi
canh ctra cao mau den cua phong Nha Vua, Dagbert da vao bén trong. Charlie thay n6 dang ngé
chong choc nhirng ké sach ép sat cac birc twong cong.

“M6t can phong hinh tron,” Dagbert nhian xét ra vé thoa chi. “Va mot cai ban tron. Giéng
thoi vua Arthurl qua ta.”

C6 bon dira nira di vao: Joshua Tilpin, Dorcas Loom va hai chi em sinh d6i, Inez va Idith.

“Nao, dé coi,” Dagbert nhin xia vao Joshua. “Thoi tir tinh.”

Joshua cuoi tét lét.

“Tot, tot.” Dagbert quay qua Dorcas, dang x&p sach v& clia nd cho ngay ngin trén ban. “Con
day thi ém buia quin 40?”

“Sao may biét?” Dorcas héi - n6 la mot dira con gai bi thit, mat hap hip, téc vang roi tit.
“T6i khong biét,” Dagbert thd nhan. “Cé nguwdi bao cho toi biét.”
“Con ching t6i la ngwoi siéu ndang,” mot trong hai chi em sinh déi tuyén bo. Cha ai phan biét
duoc la dita nao. Ca hai déu mat nhot, tro nhuw bup bé, toc den béng lang. Dai toc ngang tran

chay mot duong thang xoet ngay phia trén mat chung nhitng con mat den khong bao gico
biéu 16 mot thoang cadm xtc. “May 1 ai?” Van con d6 noi.

“T6i la ngwoi ¢6 cai tén mang nghia la vinh ctru nhw bién cd.” Dagbert mim cwoi véi bon
chung. “Tén t6i la Dagbert.”
Hai dra sinh d6i ha h6¢c moém trudc thang bé. Khong dira ndo hoi thém ciu nao nita.
Charlie cAm thiy thap thom, mot minh trong phong voi bon dira khéng gidu giém la ké thu

clia né, va dita thir ndm ré rang khong thé coi 1a ban. N6 thé danh phao khi Tancred va
Lysander xuat hién.

Tancred dang hung phan manh liét - chiéc 4o chung xanh 1 cay tung phong lén quanh
nguoi anh nhw lan may, mai toc vang dung ding va sach vo khong nging bay phap phéu khoi
tay anh. Khi anh dat dong bai tap vé nha 1én ban, mot luong gi6 manh thoi u u quanh phong,
boc gidy ma 1én khong va cudn lan bt chi, but muc trén chiéc ban tron.

“P6 trod danh thanh vat, anh khong hoc duoc cach ki€ém soat minh sao, Tancred Torsson?”
Dorcas lau bau khi cti xu6ng nhit mot quyén tap.

Trwéc khi Tancred kip tra 161 tra von, Dagbert gao len ‘Ké tao bao! Rat han hanh. T6i la
Dagbert Endless.” N6 san t&1 hai anh 16m va bit tay ho. “Con anh chic chin 1a Lysander Sage,
nguoi goi hon.”

Lysander, ngu¢i Phi chau, nhéch véi Dagbert mot nu cwdi lanh nhat.

Dagbert khong dém xia t&i ba dira vo tiép theo. C8 y tranh Charlie, Emma kiém chd ng01 bén
Tancred, va Gabriel ¢ phia kia con nho. Chi c6 Billy chon ngoi gan Charlie. Lan nay la vi no bat
phai tia nhin én xuwong cia thang maéi dén.

bang ra con mot thanh vién thtr muoi hai cia nhom nay, nhung Asa Pike da chang con thay
dau suot may tuan nay. Charlie chot nhan ra minh nhé cai anh cyu hoc sinh 16p sau leo kheéo,
téc d6 lwa thwa va mit vang nhw mat séi, t6 cao tai phép kinh khiing cia minh ay.



Lysander la nhan vat lon tudi nhat trong dam duoc ban phép thuat, vi vay anh dugc giao
nhiém vu tréng coi phong lam bai tap vé nha. Anh thira huwong phong thai lanh dao rat ti nhién
tir cha mlnh thim phan Sage lirng danh. Joshua, Dorcas va hai dira sinh d6i c6 y mudn nan gan
vi tri cia Lysander nhung chung trom tron anh chau Phi cao lon nay, va cho téi nay, chuwa dira
nao dam cong khai chong déi anh.

“S6 muwoi hai cia ching ta diu r6i?” Dagbert hoi. “T6i dwoc bdo 1a cé mot tén nguoi s6i cor
ma.”
“P3 c6,” Lysander lang 1ing noéi. “Ciu 4y khéng con & v&i ching ta niva. Lam bai tip cta ciu
di, ngay.”
Dagbert cung ciic m& mot quyén tap ra va bat dau doc.

Charlie khong sao tap trung duoc. N6 ngudc nhin btrc chan dung Vua bo roi lai nhin déng ho
treo twong. Khi Manfred ngoi ghe phu trach phong Nha Vua, hdn ludén quat Charlie phai nhin
khéi birc tranh ma tap trung vao bai tap vé nha. Charlie lu6n ao wéc di vao birc tranh dé dé néi
chuyén véi nha vua, nhung khong the duwoc. Pang sau nha vua co thay bua Harken, mot cai
béng chan dirng moi co gang tiép cin t6 tién minh cta Charlie.

Cé lan cai bong do da song ra, nhung bay gio han bi nhét lai roi - mot bd dang u &, cam han
ma Charlie cam nhan khi nhin han. Nhung toi khong can phai tiép can nha vua nita, n6 tham
néi véi cai bong, béi vi toi da tim thay cha téi roi, va 6ng khong lam gi dwoc nita dau.

Con mot ké khac cling dang nhin Charlie. D6i mat xanh bién ctia Dagbert gan chdt vao no.
Charlie 1ap tttrc ha anh mat xudng va cé chti tAm vao bai tap vé nha.

Lidc 8 gior tAt cad moi ngwdi dong sach v lai va luc tuc ra khoi phong Nha Vua.

Trudc khi Dagbert dudi kip bon chung, Charlie thi tham véi Billy, “Mudn vé nha anh cudi
tuan nay khong?”

“Mudn ch. Em c6 nhiéu chuyén...”
“Hé! Cho toi v&i!” giong Dagbert 1éo nhéo dang sau ching. “Anh phai chi phong ngt chung
cho téi ma.”
“Toi tu'frng ba gidm thi da chi cho ciu roéi chit,” Charlie néi.
“Ba dy chi roi, nhung toi quén mat,” Dagbert cwdi rudi va bat kip Charlie trong dang di lao
dao chui vé trwedc quai di cta nd.
Billy Raven linh le.
“Thang oat d6 khién tbi thdy dn,” Dagbert nhan xét khi nhin thang bé bach tang dang lui di.
“Cau cling khién n6 én twong tw,” Charlie bao.
“Tai sao?” Dagbert té vé ngac nhién that sy.

Charlie tang toc khong tra 101. N6 tw hoi Dagbert s€ ngu ¢ dau. Moi giwong trong phong ngu
chung cua né déu da cé nguoi. Cho nén thang md&i vao ngu sé khong gdy nguy hiém. Hay la co?
Phia trwéec, n6 thay Gabriel Silk dirng ngoai hanh lang. Trong rat quan tri. Charlie goi anh,
nhung anh quay ngoat va di vé mot canh cira xa hon mot chit.

“Cai gi thé khong biét?” Charlie bwéc vo phong ngi chung ctia nd, Dagbert n6i got.

Fldello dang ngoi trén chiéc giuwong ké giwong cua Charlie. “Ho chuyén Gabriel di roi,” anh
noi. “Toi nghiép Gabe. Bt cong qua. Ho xép anh ay gan véi Damian Smerk.”

Charlie thé héc l1én. “Ké thu té hai nhit cia anh iy!”

Dagbert b6 nhao téi chiéc giwong tirng la giwdng ctia Gabriel.

“Gio thi tui minh biét Iy do Gabriel bi truc xuat réi,” Fidelio lam bam, quay dau vé hwéng
Dagbert.

Charlie ha giong. “Em bi budc phai trong coi nd. Em doan chinh vi viy ma ba giam thi xép
no vo day.”

Nhitng dira con trai khic bat dau di vao: ba d¥a nim nhit va nam dira nim hai do Bragger



Braine va ke n6 1é déclong cua han, Rupe Small, dan dau Dagbert phét 1o tui do. Bleu nay that
ngac nhién, c6 thé doan ra né chi rap tim két than véi bon dwoc ban phép thuat ma thoi. Co Ié
no cho rang 1 con trai binh thwong khong bo cong lam quen - Charlie nghi.

Bragger Braine dirng lai & dau giwvong Dagbert va ra lénh cho thang mai toi phai tw gioi
thiéu. Dagbert van diém nhién chuyén quan 4o tir gié xach vao ti ngan kéo canh giwdng no.

“Tao dang ndi chuyén vi may, thang kia,” Bragger hach sach, bd m3t mui tet héch twa ché
puc ctia n6 do lung lén.
“Traloi!” Rupe Small the thé hua theo.
“Tra 1o, tra 1o, trd 161 mau!” bon khac la 6ng ong.
Charlie bong nhién thy minh phai bénh vuc thing bé mai. “Dé& né yén,” Charlie ndi.
“Ai hoi may, Charlie Bone?” Thang nim ba bw con quat.
“Toi chiu trach nhiém giam sat n6,” Charlie n6i dong dac. “Tén n6 la Dagbert Endless.”

“Tao nghi nd 1a mét trong bon quai didm ‘dwoc ban phép thuat’,” Rupe vira ré 1én vira cudi
hon hon.

Charlie thdy Rupe con dang ghét hon ca Bragger. Giong noi thi gat nhu ngua hi. N6 to to
theo tirng budc chan Bragger, doi mat glong mat ch6é mé to, khong bao gior h6 hé ntra 1o trw
phi né biét chic chan 1a Bragger dong y.

“Ho khéng quai ddm,” Fidelio binh than phan déi.

“Hum. Vay may hoc g, thang m&i?” Bragger leo 1én thanh dang chan giwong cua Dagbert.
“C4o0 16i vi tao néi vay, nhung Endless khong phai la mot cai tén.”

Bat ngo Dagbert dirng thang 1én. N6 cdm doi mat xanh bién vao Bragger va noi, “Tén tao
vinh ctru nhw dai dwong, va tao dim chét nguoi.”

Ban chéin ctia Bragger trwot khéi thanh giwong va né nga ngtra xuong san.
Khoéng dira nao pha Ién cuoi.



TIENG TRU

Chac chan 1a mot thang khac trong dam da truyen di tin tirc vé Dagbert, chit bdo ddm khong
phai Bragger. So mat hon via dén ndi b6 ngtra ra san chang cé gi hay ho ma khoe khoang ca.

Loi don dai lan nhanh nhw chop. Loang cai tham chi ca dira nam nhat lo mo nhit cling da
biét tin: Dagbert Endless dim chét nguoi.

Nhung dim bang cach nao? Cau hoi d6 lwdng vurdong trong tam tri moi nguoi. V6 nha tam
bubi tdi, that dé nhan thay bon nho himg nuwéc vao bon can nhw thé nao. Cé dira quyét dinh
khong tam bdn nita va chon tdm voi sen lanh ngit trong nhtrng phong thay do khong dwoc
swédi am. Ma 1a vao thang hai. Vay dt biét chiing lo so t&i c& ndo.

“Chung may bi ma quy gl am vay?” Ba giam thi gam gur. “Bon bay hay kéu réu la khong du
nwéc tam co ma Gid, tu nhién dira ndo ciing dirng dung, chi 14y nuwérc hau nhw khong di riva
dau goila sao.”

Moi nguoi bat dau lang tranh Charlie bdi vi Dagbert lu6n lu6n cap ke bén canh nd. Trong
nhu'ng tro choi dong doi, Charlie ludn la dira cu6i cing dwoc chon, ctt nhuw thing méi dén vinh
vién dinh vao Charlie, va dita ndo chon Charlie vé phe minh titc 1a phai ganh trach nhiém vé
Dagbert-dim-chét-ngudi luon.

DT nhién cling c6 ngoai 1¢. Nguoi ta khong thé dat lia Joshua, Dorcas, hai chi em sinh d6i ra
khoi Dagbert. Vi vay Charlie danh phai di chung dam v&i bon nd. Viéc nay khién n6 mét pho vi
clr phai nghe bon chiing b6c phét vé nhitng phép ky tai ctia minh. Tuy nhién, né ciing rang xoay
x& dé biét dwoc diéu hitu ich.

Bon ching dang ngoi trong phong Nha Vua, cho gio bai tap vé nha bat dau. Lysander va
Tancred chua 61, Billy dang ban kiém mot cudén sach tham khdo, Emma téi tre, con Gabriel
nam tram xa du'o'ng bénh sot siéu vi.

Charlie da m¢& sach lich strra, gia bo ghi chu vé cudc chién gianh boc Lap caa My. Tiéng ruri
ban déi dién duoc gitt & mirc tham th1 thinh thoang xen tleng cuoi hlnh h1ch cua Dorcas. Va
roi, tinh cd, Charlie nghe 16m: “Ba iy day tao moi chiéu vé ém bua quan 40.”

Dorcas dang tdm vé ba c6 Venetia cia Charlie. Charlie lién ha thip dau xudng va mé banh

tai ra nghe ngéng

“Vai lai ba a ay da ke cho tao nghe vé 1do. Ba 4y muon lay lao la vi, thir nhat, lao giau co, va thw
nita, thang con ut cua lao dugc ban phép thudt - chi it ba Venetia nghl no 1a..” Dorcas im bat va
Charlie cdm thay m&t con nhé gam vao minh. N6 van ctii thdp, nhwng Dorcas néi tiép khé dén
do6 né chi nghe bap bom dwoc vai tirla lung. Nhw 1a “Arthur Shellhorn, thudc ddc, chudi hat, suy
tim... c6 mé ld... dam cwoi..”

That dé doan noi dung con lai, va Charlie chdng can lau méi suy ra ba c6 minh da lam gi. Ong
cau Paton di canh bdo no ba cd Venetia khong ngai lam ke sat nhdn, va 6ng néi ding. Mu da
dau doc vo cua Arthur Shellhorn bang mot xau chudi khién tim ba ngung dap, xong my xdng co
mé \flao ao khodac ctia Arthur. Va Arthur t6i nghiép bi Itra phinh da nai ni ba c6 Venetia cuéi
minh.

bén day thi Lysander va Tancred lwét vo, anh bao t6 trong con xic dong hon thwong 1é.

“Xin 16i ching toi tré,” Lysander ndi. “Ching tdi da ban hop. Rat vui thdy cac ban tw gidc voi
cong viéc ciia minh. Billy dau?”

“Pay. Em day.” Billy 1ét bét tuén qua ctra, véi Emma theo sau vai buéec.

Im l3ng rét dop xudng. TAt ca cdi xuéng sach vé ctia minh. Gio bai tap vé nha bat dau.

Charlie givong mat dom nhiing trang giao khoa lich stt ma chang thdy gi. Pau 6c n6 lang
bang tin dau tin dau. N6 dang c6 twdng twrong xem c6 mdt ba me ké nhw ba cd Venetia thi thé



ndo: ké dau doc, phu thiy, tén st nhan. N6 néng long gip Ong ciu Paton qué di mét. Con
nhirng mot dém nira, n6 nghi, khi d6 né sé thoat khoi Dagbert Endless. N6 sé€ ngoi ¢ nha, an
bita toi mé ly ciia ngoai Maisie.

Nhung ma khong dworc thé.

Vao dém thir Nim, chi nam phut sau khi dén tat, Dagbert quyét dinh ké chuyén gi¢ di ngu.

“N6i chuyén sau khi dén tat 1a vi pham noi quy,” tiéng thi thdm nhac nhé ctia Charlie chang
xi nhé gi v&i Dagbert, cho nén n6 nang tiéng thi tham lén mdt nac nira. “Cau sé bi cam tuc.”

“Ai bao?” Dagbert cai lai.

“Clr dé n6 ké di,” Bragger hang hai tlr phia bén phai Dagbert.

“U’, dé no6 ké di,” Rupe the thé. “May 1a d6 pha binh, Charlie Bone.”

Fidelio lau bau. “R6i may sé khong thiy tiém ban ci ciia may vao dém thir Sdu dau,
Bertie(1).” ((1)Bertie la tén thwong ddt cho cho va ngwa va la tén con gdi. Fidelio goi
Dagbert la Bertie c6 ham y khinh miét.)

“Muén cwoc khong?” Dagbert cwdi khiy. “Véi lai dirng goi toi 1a Bertie.”

Fidelio 14t sdp ngudi xuéng va vo cho gdi ciia minh phong lai.

Gan cd 1én, Dagbert tiép tuc cau chuyén ctia né. Mot cau chuyén vira dé vira duoc ke té.
Puong nhién cha c6 gi budn cuoi mac du Rupe va Bragger cr cuoi khuc khich. Chuyén vé
nguoi ca ludn khién Charlie ngap. N6 ngap that va nham mat lai.

Hai gidy sau, ctra bat mé tung va ba gidm thi ram rap buwéc v6 phong. Ba ta bat den lén.
Charlie mé choang mat ra, chép chép.

“Ai dang n6i?” Ba gidm thi hach hai.

“Chau,” Dagbert mau man lén tiéng. “Chau dang ké chuyén.”

“Mi pham luat,” ba giam thi noi.

“Chau 4?” Dagbert 1am bd hoai nghi. “Xin 16i. Chau thanh that khong biét.”

Ba giam thi tho hat ra buc boi. “Charlie, may chiu trach nhiém cau bé méi dén nay. May c6
nhiém vu phai bao cho n6 biét luat ch.”

“Cé, 0, chau c6 noi...” Charlie m¢& miéng.

“Phat may cdm tic,” ba c6 nat nd. “Pén thir Bdy may méi dwoc vé nha.”

“Nhung chau da nhac né roi,” Charlie phan doi.

Ba giam thi tat dén di va l1dc cdc bwdc ra, ddng sAm cira lai sau lung.

Bau thinh ldng bi pha v& béi tiéng ngay cla Bragger va tiéng cwdi khiy ciia Rupe.

Charlie ndm ngtra, nhin chong choc vao béng t8i. N6 tw nhi minh céc quan tdm. Chang qua
chila thém mot ngay nita? N6 nam thirc mai dén hon nira dém va roi, khi n6 vira thiu thiu ngu,
mot am thanh cat phang man dém. Mot tiéng tru dang xa, rat xa.

C6 tiéng khan trai giwong sot soat va Charlie thdy hinh thii tron tron clia cai dau trang cla
Billy Raven. Thang bé dang ngoi day, lang nghe. N6 hiéu tiéng tru dé noi gi, Charlie nghi, khong
lau nira n6 sé noi cho minh biét.

Diéu cudi cling trén doi Charlie c¢6 thé ngdr 1a mot 1o xin 16i. Ay thé ma sang hom sau, trong
bita sang, mot 1¢i xin 10i la thit né da nhan dworc.

“Xin 1617 chuyén dém qua,” Dagbert néi, nuét wc mot muong chdo bot ngo. “Bi cAm tuc thi toi
khong thé nao chiu dwoc. Nhirng ngudi toi song chung s€ khong hi€u néu toi nay toi khong ve.”

“Nhung cdu dau can phai néi chuyén sau khi dén tat phai khéng?” Fidelio trach méc.
“Charlie da nhac cau roi ma.”

Dagbert nhan mat, Jiu bau. “That khé nhin.”



Charlie hoi hoi thong cam cho n6. “Hurm, cau s€ khong thoat lan thi hai dau. Gio thi chinh
ba glam thi da canh c4o ciu réi, cho nén ciu liéu hon ma kiém gitt nhitng cAu chuyén ctia ciu
lai.”

“Duwoc,” Dagbert nghiém nghi. “Twdng twong. Nhitng cau chuyén trong chai.”

Khong phai lan dau tién Charlie tw hdi that ra trong dau Dagbert dang nghi gi.

Suot thoi gian con lai trong ngay Charlie roi vao trang thailo lo hrng Itrng. Tam tri né chi

non nong mudn nghe xem Billy phai noi gi véi minh. Chit viéc né phai o lai truong mot dém
ntra c6 gl ma quan trong?

Vao lic 4 gio, lao Weedon m¢ khoa cong chinh va bon tré xo6 day nhau ra khoi hoc vién. Tt
phong ngu chung, Charlie va Billy c6 thé nghe thay tleng bon hoc tro reo murng khi vira duorc
giai phong khéi toa nha 4m u. Charlie dom qua clra s6 xuong manh san gach. Thay Dagbert
Endless di theo dam dong. Thang bé 1a dra duy nhit - khong thet ram lén vui swéng. Mat no
nghiém trang, gan nhwla e s¢. N6 la dira cuoi cung roi khoi san.

Charlie quay di khoi ctra s0. “Tat ca vé hét roi, Billy.”
Billy dang ngbi trén giwdng cia n6, dau gdi thu lén téi tAn cam.
. “Truwéc khi tui minh néi vé Dagbert anh mudn biét em da nghe thay gi dém qua,” Charlie
oi.
“Mot tiéng séi tru,” Billy dap.
“Anh ciling nghe thiy. Em c6 biét n6 cé nghia gi khong?”
. Billy 13c d4u, thup vai xudng, tw 6m chat 14y nguoi. “P6 1a mot tiéng kéu ctru. N6 so hii va cd
on.

Charlie nhin vao déi mat to mau rwou vang, dwoc phong dai béi cip mat kinh tron cia Billy.
“Em c6 biét tiéng dé... tiéng tru dé... tir dau khong?”

“Khong biét dich x4c. N6 & xa, xa lam, c6 1& & dudi long dat. N6 noéi nd bi mac ket.”
“Mac ket?” Charlie néi. “Ai d3 nh6t n6? Anh tw hoéi.”

Billy nhtin vai. “Charlie, em mudn néi véi anh vé Dagbert. Suét tudn em da c6 noéi, nhuwng nd
clr deo sat anh. N6 goi em la do di dang.”

“N6 bao Gabriel 13 ké thit bai, con Olivia va Emma thi 16i thoi 1€ch théch. Lio.”

Billy chom téi trude. “Ba bép truong blet cha cua Dagbert. Han da dim chét cha me cda ba,
quét troéi nha ba va giét chdong sap cwdi clia ba. T4t ca vi ba khong cudi han.”

“Cho mot phut!” Charlie thot 1én. “Anh nhé r6i. Ba bép trudng ciling da ké cho anh nghe. Tén
hinla Lord Grimwald.”

“bung, Lord Grimwald. May Phuc noi han b6c mui ca tanh, tdo bién, manh tau dam va nguwoi
chét duoi. Trong tim han c6 mot hat trai lanh €0, kiéu nhw hat cat mic ket trong con trai. Ba
bép trwdng sé ra di. Ba dy so.”

Charlie rot bich xuong san. “Ha, ba bép trudng di? Khong thé nao Ba 4y la dd nam cham. Ba
ay gitt can bing cho noi ndy ma. Sao ba phai di? Pau ai biét ba 1a ai.”

“RAt c6 thé Dagbert sé doan ra,” Billy néi clrng.

Charlie kién quyét lam ba bep trwdng doi y. Bira toi nay gap ba, no sé thuyét phuc ba phai &
lai. Néu khong thi ai sé cham soc Billy trong nhitng ngay dai truomg nghi hoc? Thang nho
khong c6 nha, khong cha me, khong ngwoi than nao trén doi nay dé ma nwong tua. Gia dinh
Bloor lun htra henlané sé dwoc nhan lam con nudi, nhung diéu do khong bao gio Xay ra, trwr
phi ta tinh dén vo chong nha de Grey - da nhan nuéi Billy ma giam cam né va doi xt véi nd
nhuw day to.

Bon treé bi cam tuc thuong hay phai xo1 bira toi ngudi lanh trong cang-tin. Nhung khi Billy va
Charlie xuong lau lic 6 gid, cang-tin xanh da troi vang tanh. Ghé& chat hét ca 1én ban va mot tAm
trai ca-r6é xanh da trod phi kin quay.



Charlie m¢ ctra di vao bép vango quanh quat. Khong thay mot mong nguoi. Tat ca noi niéu
xoong chdo ning né déu treo vao chd, ctra bép 16 déng lanh te, dén ca tiéng nuéc so6i cling
khong cé.

“Bon may lam gi & day?” Mot giong cat lén.

Charlie quay lai. Pung mat d6i mat véi vo ctia ldo Weedon. Mu Weedon la nguoi mat thot,
dit ton, mit 16i, thuwong ngay phu trach cing-tin xanh 14 cay.

“Chau tim ba bép trwdng,” Charlie néi.
“Ba ta ra ngoai roi.” P6i moi khéng mau ctia mu Weedon chep chep mot cach cau kinh.
hiTui chdu mudn an to6i.” Charlie nhin Billy, dang dirng hy vong canh mét chiéc ban chit day

ghé.

Mu Weedon liéc qua Billy. “Tao doan la may bi cam ttic, phai khong Charlie Bone?”

“Biéu d6 khong c6 nghia la chau sé khong dwoc an,” Charlie ngang nganh.

“Chac!” Mu Weedon quay lwng buéc ra. “Tui bay theo tao,” mu noéi véi lai bon ching.

Cang-tin xanh la cay ciling trong tinh trang nhw cang-tin xanh da troi: ghé dé hét1én ban,
quay phu kin, ¢6 diéu la bang mot tAm trai mau xanh 1a cay.

“Tao chi c6 diu nwéng thoi,” mu Weedon sin sé. “Bon may ra ng01 kia,” mu chi mét cai ban.
“Tao khong co bon phan true, nhlrng ba bép truong di dot xuat qua, c6 troi biét di dau gia dinh
Bloor muon bira t6i clia ho, va tao phai mang 1én tan chdi phia tay dé don cho ho, néu tui may
cam phién.”

Charlie chwa bao gi¢ biét mu Weedon lai n6i nhiéu nhw thé nay. “Ba bép trwdng chwa di han
dau a?” N6 ngap ngung do hoi.
“Di hén7 Di nhién la chwa.” P6i mat 16i cia mu Weedon nheo hip lai. “Sao hoi vay? Cai gi
khién may nghi mu ta sé di han?”

“Khong a. Chi 1a... tui chdu thac mic.”
Mu Weedon nhin nhé lic dau. “May thic mic nhiéu qua mitc tot dep cho may.” Mu nén got
di qua ctra v0 nha bép.
Charlie va Billy d& hai chiéc ghé xué'ng khoi cai ban mu Weedon da chi, va ng6i xudng.
Mo6n dau dwoc don ra khéng con 4m nira. BAnh mi nwéng bi chay va khong c6 ldy mot mau

bo. Charlie quyet dinh xin thém lwot hai. Bao Billy di theo minh, nd t&i canh ctra nha bép xanh
1a cay va ngo vao. Khong thiy tim hoi mu Weedon dau ca.

,” Charlie thi thao. “V6 coi c6 d6 dn khong. Anh dé6i chét 1én dwoc.”

Chung ron rén vo nha bep Mot hang hop thi€c dap vao mat Charlie. Khong nghi ngo gi,
ching dwng banh bich quy s6-c6-1la va nhan nho. Tui nhoc nhon moi thir hai chiéc, roi vira an
nhom nhoam vira di sau hon vo phong. Billy phat hién mot hop banh bo gion, lign dut mot
chiéc vo tai quan Charlie thay mot 0 banh mi girng thi bé ra lay mot khuc. N6 da bat dau bét
bét d6i. Chiing téi canh ctra dang cudi nha bép va buédc ra mot manh san, noi c6 mot cau thang
da dan lén dudng cai.

“I, tui minh c6 thé ra ngoai bang dwong nay, ’ Charlie ndi. “Tui minh c6 thé 1én vao thanh
pho va tim téi mot tiém ca phé ngon lanh va...

Cui cho Billy thuc vao mang swon Charlie. “Coi kia!” thang bé thi thao.

&’ cudi san c6 hai nguoin 0i chdm hom & trong mot goc toi. Thatra, ho khong han 1a nguoi.
Mat ho sang quac nhw mit cua loai thd an thit va mat ho 14m chdm nhu'ng mang long. Trong
vai gidy ho bat dong dén noi ctr tuong ho la nhitng pho twong nhung, bat thinh linh, ho photra
mot tleng rén va hap tip di vé phia cau thang Ho leo cau thang bang ca bon chén, nhay phéc
1én bac trén cung nhanh nhw meo. Canh cong sat thong ra dwong kéu 1anh 16t khi hai dang
nguwoi diy mé nd ra va bién mat.

Billy biu chit 14y canh tay Charlie. “Ho la cai gi d6?”



“Anh khong b1et Nhung ho dang di theo anh.” N6 nhan thiy co g1do ¢ cai goc hai nguoi la
hoi ndy vira ngdi. Hinh nhwr 1a mot td banh pudding? N6 buéc lai gan xem sao.

“Coinay!” no la lén. “Cai t6 nay con mot nra cac mon diém tAm. Dau phong, chio yén mach,
chu6i va vai thir nita. Trong nhw cé nguoi dem téi cho ho an vaiy. Lai xem nay.’

Trudéc khi Billy kip nhiic nhich thi mot ban tay phong ra khdi khung cira dang sau no.

Mu Weedon chdp ldy dang sau c6 4o Billy va giat, suyt lam n6 nghet thé. “Tui may vira moi
lam gi d6?” Mu tron mat nhin Charlie.

“Tui chau doi bung,” Charlie dap.

“Do khong phal laly do dé rinh mo.” Mu Weedon budng Billy ra va diy dui né mét cai. “Tui
may cé thiy ai & diy khéng?”

~ “Tui...” Billy chu mo, nhwng Charlie nhanh tri la 1on, cat loi thang nho. “Khong, khong thiy

ai.

“Hlrm.” Mu dom Charlie day ng® vuc, d6i mat mudn 1oi ra. “Di vd.”

Chung cum cup tuan lénh.

“Tao s€ bao voi tién si Bloor vuviéc nay,” mu Weedon noi khi mu theo ching vao cang-tin.
“Khén hon tui may 1én thang giwong di nga di.”
“Tui chau khéng lam gi sai trai,” Charlie phan khang.

“May chi dwoc cdi mom,” mu gam gtr.

Chiing nghe thdy tiéng d6ng ho treo twong kéu tich tac khi budc ra khoi cira cang-tin.
Charlie lan s& khic banh mi girng trong tui, mirng ron la ca hai da thé dwoc cai an truedc khi bi
tom.

Ba glam thi dom vao klem tra bon nho khi 1én phong tat dén. Ngay mai 6ng ciu may sé dén
don may,” ba ta néi lanh tro. “May that 1a phién phitc, Charlie Bone.”

“Billy sé vé nha v&i chau,” Charlie bao.

Ba giam thi dau cén méi 1én nhung khong cham chich gl. Ong cau Paton da budc gia dinh
Bloor phai ky mot théa thun hita cho Billy nghi cudi tuin & bat ky dau né mudn.

Mot dém lanh toi boti, chiing ric vao chan va an banh lay duoc trong nha bep Charlie nhanh
chéng ngt thlep di. N6 mo thay ba me, dang cuoi song trén con thuyén, xem ca voi hat dwédi
dai dwong. “Chung hat that d6 con,” me n6 da néi vay. “Con c6 chac 1a khong mudn di khong?”

Charlie thay minh lac dau. Ba me can thoi gian riéng tw bén nhau. Ho da mat mwdi ndm xa
cach nhau; ngoai ra, ban ndang mach bao Charlie rang minh phai ¢ lai trong thanh pho noi ma
c6 qua nhigu nguoi muon bano “bién khoi tran gian”, noi ma nhlrng muu mé quy quyét dang
manh nha, noi ma cac ban cua Charlie lién tuc bi nguy hiém rinh rép.

Trong gidc mo cua Charlie, tiéng ca voi hat tw o bién thanh tiéng ai oan, thé luong, va trong
khi lang nghe né chot nhin ra minh dang thic, va mot Ian nita, dang lang nghe tié€ng tru tuyét
vong, twr xa.

“Billy, em c6 nghe thé’y khong?” Charlie thi thao.

“Co,” Billy dap. “No van lap di lap lai nhirng loi: ‘Ctru toi voil'. Charlie, nhitng 161 d6 nhw dap
thang vao tim em. Tui minh phai lam gi bay gio?”

“Clru né!” Charlie dap, mac du n6 khong biét phai ctru cach nao.



BO BIEN DANG

Sang Chu Nhat, mwa dam, thinh thodng chuyén mua tuyét, troi lwgt thuot xuéng nhirng tam
kinh ctra s6. Bau troi toi sup, xam nhu chi, nhiét d¢ dong bang. Van khong thay béng dangba
bép truong dau, nén Charlie va Billy phai an bita sang khon kho trong cang-tin xanh la cay: lai
banh mi nwéong chay, khong bo, khong com bap Ching da chdc mdm la minh phai déng lén ma
khong dwoc uong gi thi mu Weedon dat kich mot binh nwée va hai cai ca xudng ban chung.

“Chau nghi lé nao tui chau khong dwoc mot miéng bo?” Charlie than trong haéi.
“May nghi ding day,” mu Weedon ndi.
“Con mut?” Billy goiy.
Mu Weedon lo tit thang nh6c va ham ham di ra. Hai phut sau tro' lai v&i mot binh dung cai gi
tring trang. “Vang kem ddy,” mu bao tui né. “Rat t&t cho tui may.”

Hai thang nghi ngo nhin cai goi la vang kem. Ngay khi mu Weedon tech khéi, Charlie tho con
dao a dn clia né vao binh roi nhic ra, dinh nhoe nhoét. N6 liém con dao. ‘ Uuuurrrghh' Kinh
tom.”

Bllly lai c6 quan diém khac. “Em thich n, thang bé trét day vang sira vao miéng banh cua
. “Banh chdy s& d& hon véi cai nay phét 1én.”

An sang xong chung lang thang 1én phong Nha Vua. Khong c6 ai dé bao ching phai lam gi.
Neu Manfred Bloor ¢ do, thé nao han cling ra 1énh ching phai ra san choi. Han rat khoai dudi
c6 bon tré ra ngoai troi, dac biét 1a nhitng khi troi lanh va Am wét. Ma Manfred bay nay dau
chang thay?

“Em nghe ndi han trong nhw quai vat.” Billy liéc quanh cdn phong, nom nép s¢ Manfred x6
ra tir sau mot ké sach. “Han bi gl‘l lung va que.”

“Anh ngac nhién la han con sdng,” Charlie ndi khé. “Khéng nhiéu ngwdi sOng s6t ndi sau khi
bi bio tin cong dau.”

“Bao!” Vé khiép dam pha 1an trong giong noéi cua Billy. “Trong chiing y nhw méo binh thwong
vay, trtr mau l6ng.”
“U'm.” Charlie chwa bao gid ngung thic mac lam thé nao ma ba con méo, trong vai phut

song con, lai bién thanh bao, cé kha nang xé xac ngudi ra thanh tirng manh. A, khong thanh
tung manh dau, nhung thé 13 dd roi.

Pén gitra trwa hai thang quyét dinh di tim ba bép truéng. Sau mot bita sdng so sai, bao tit
ching da danh 16 to roi. Khi di xuong cau thang chinh, ching thiy mot bong nguoi dang bang
qua tién sanh. Ao chuing den phu toan than nguoi do. Chi con nhin thay dwoc ban chan, boc
trong giay bot den, bén duwéi cang chan mdc quan xan dén mat ca. Chi€c mi trum up kin cai
dau bo vé trudec, thoi ra tir dbi vai thong xudng mot cach bat tién, quai di.

Hai thang bé dong ctng lai khi than hinh d6i mi trum khap khleng di t&i canh clra dan vao
chai phia tay. Co veé bat luc trong cach hin  gidt va lac cai vong tay cam, hinh nhu han khong thé
van dwoc no vay. Nhung cudi cung canh ctra cling mo ra, va d&n khi d6 cai hinh hai méi quay
vé phia bon tré.

Chung dinh ninh 1a sé thay mot gwong mdt cau co, biéu thi sw tic gidn vi bi dom ng6. Nhung
ngwoi dan 6ng doi mi trum khong c6 mat. Charlie va Billy thdy minh nhin vao mot chiéc mat
na trang khoét hai 16 xién xién, vién bac va mot cai miéng ha hoac hinh con thuyen Thé roi
han bién m4t, lwét qua canh ctra nhé véi tdc dd dang kinh ngac, bé lai hai thang tro khicra &
cau thang.

“Manfred,” Billy thi tham.



Charlie gt dau. “Chac vay.”

“Em th4y ¢n swon. Em dang ¢d twdng twong gwong mat han thé nao.”

“Pirng twong twong,” Charlie noi.

Mai rét cudc chung tim ra ba bép truwong & dang cudi nha bep cua ba. Ba dang vira Jam bam
to tiéng mot minh vira thay hanh bam vao mot cai chdo kéu xéo xéo. Charlie goi ba, nhung

khong thay dap lai, n6 ben cham nhe vao canh tay ba. Ba bép truéng hoang hon thét 1én va
chiéc thia go ba dang cam bay véo lén khong.

“Sao con lam thé?” Ba ndéi lac giong.
“Tai ba khdng nghe con goi, ba bép trwdng. Ba dang néi chuyén mét minh.”
“Thé 4?7 0, ta d3 noi gi?” Ba bép trwdng vudt thing tap dé va van nhé ga lai.
Khi nghe ké vé thirc an ma hai thang nho da phai é cra nuot ba bép trwdng binh tam lai

mot chut Va htra ching s€ c6 sup thit trong bita trua. “Sau d6 c6 thém banh hap phét tao nira,”
ba'thém. “Ta d4 lJam mot it trong 16 dé cho nha Bloor.”

“Ba da & dau vay, ba bép trwdng?” Billy héi. “Thwong bira sdng nao ba ciling & diy kia ma.”

“Ta da & nha mot ngudi ban. Co thé noi la suyt nira ta dd khong tr lai. Nhung ban cua ta da
thuyet phuc ta phal tré lai. Ba 4y 1a nguoi rat nhay cam.” Ba bép truwdng mé vung ra va thay
vao chao mdét nam la gia vi.

“Umm!” Charlie nham mat lai. Mui thom tir cai chdo bay ra mé hon dén do né tudng nhw
minh dang an mén doé.
“Chua xong dau.” Ba bép trwrdng xua hai thang bé trd lai cang-tin. Vai phit sau ba xuit hién
véi hai to sup thit béc khoi.
“Ba sé khong roi hoc vién Bloor dau, ba nhi?” Charlie hoi ba bép trudng.
Ba nhin mat. “Billy da ké cho con nghe vé théng Dagbert d6 roi a?”

“Con biét ranh vé Dagbert,” Charlie thé dai, “vé Lord Grimwald va nhitng gi hdn di gy ra
cho ba. Kinh khing qué, ba bép truwdng, nhlrng Dagbert khong biét ba 1a ai. Tai sao ba phai s¢
no?"

“Ta khong cudng lai duoc, Charlie. Chi can nghl veé gia dinh d6 thoi 1a rudt gan ta 16n nhao. A,
Billy nay, con chuot ctia con b1 chuyén di r6i.”
“Rembrandt? Sao? Sao viy a? Sao né khong thé & quan Ca Phé Thu Kiéng?”

“Tai né ty cam thdy 6 nhuc. Vé t6i an cap banh bich quy. That dang gian. Con biét ba
Onlmous yéu thuong no biét chirng nao khong. Ba ay khong muon no di, di nhién roi, nhung
6ng Onimous thi nhat quyet Ta nghe noi con ran toi nghiép nhé no kinh khing, dén noi gan
mat mau luén. Nhwng ma thoi, viéc da roi.”

“Nhung bay gio Rembrandt & dau?” Billy that kinh. “N6 c6 vui khong? N6 ¢6 thich chd & mdi

cua no khéng7"
“Né & tiém Am Dun,” ba bép trwong thong bao voi ching. “Khong thé chom chia dwoc gi &

dd, ngoai tra, tat nhién. Theo tin tic ta thu thap dwoc thi né khong thich noi d6 cho l1dm.” Ba
quay di.

“Tiém Am Pun & dau vay ba?” Billy tha thiét héi.

Ba bép trudng ngan ngir. Pau 6c ba hinh nhw dang & noi khac. “Tiém Am Pun,” ba lo dang,
“& dwong Piminy. Hay hoi tham ba Kettle - m6t ngwoi ban than cta ta. An stp di kia.”

Khi ba bep trwdng di tro vao bép, Charlie nhian thay 10 xo da bién khoi bu¢rc chan cua ba. Ba
von 1a ngudi quyét doan va lac quan, thay ba budn nan nhw vay khién né lo 1ang

Khong lau sau, banh hap phet tdo hiénra tlep theo sup thit nhw da htra. An xong, dé lai ba
bép trwong van noi chuyén mot minh, Charlie va Billy tré vé phong Nha Vua. Khéng c6 nguoi
cai quan nén bon chting kho long ép minh tw hoc bai duorc.

“Néu Olivia & day chi 4y sé rd tui minh di tham hiém cho coi,” Billy hit ha.



Nhung Olivia khéng c6 ¢ do, va nghe nhac dén tén con nho khién Charlie 16n tiét. N6 khong
tai ndo quén dwoc cai ki€u con nhé héi ha chay di, hét bao né 1a d6 ddi tra va lira phinh.

“Di, tui minh di thAm hiém di,” Billy nai ni.
Charlie rén ram va dit sach xudng, bat than n6 bong thiy ham thich. “Thi di.”

Tham hiém & dau? Billy khong c6 dap s6. Khong thé 1a trén gac mai, noi ldo Ezekiel séng
chung v6i nhitng thi nghiém rung ron cua ldo. Khong pha1 dwéi tang ham noi tién si Bloor cat
gitr nhitng dung cu tra tan cO xwa, trong dé c6 nhirng moén thay la dung oc. Cang khong thé ra
sin choi, vi ngoai 4y mua tuyét da chuyén thanh birc man mwa da trang xoa.

Cubi cung ching quyét dinh vao phong My Thuat. Ngam tranh lu6n luén la tha tiéu khién,
mac du tranh khong dep gi cho cam. Phong diéu khic & bén dudi trung bay mot sO tac pham
rat an twong. Lysander la nha diéu khac tai ndng. Nhitng btc twong cia Tancred ciing rat thu
vi, c6 diéu khéng phai lic nao ta cling biét diy la twong gi.

Phong My Thuét & ngay dau kia phong ngu chung ctia chiing va nhin ra vueon. Hom nay
nhing clra s6 dai chi nhin ra dwoc mot lan mua tuyét va mua da lay dong. Ching hit 4nh sang
quai g& 1én rirng bang vé va gia ve.

“Tui minh di xem twong cta Lysander di,” Billy dé nghi.

Mot cau thang xoay tron oc bang sat rén cham tré tinh xo dan xudng phong diéu khac.
Trong ltic ching di xu6ng, mot am thanh bat thinh linh ving 1én chd chung. Tiéng hat. Hay la
t1eng doc kinh? C6 thé 1 ai? Theo nhw ching biét thi khong cé dira nao khac bi cam tic vao
cu6i tuan nay

Khi xuéng t&i phong diéu khac, chiing nhén chan vong qua nhirng kh01 g0, thach cao va
nhirng birc twong hinh thu ky la. & chinh gitra phong dung tac pham cua Lysander mot birc
twong c& bang ngwoi that, hinh me anh 4y, ba Hortense Sage, va dira con méi sinh ctia ba.

Chdng cang tién vao can phong dai thi tiéng tung kinh cang rd dan. Pén khi chiing bang t&i
dau kia, khong nghi ngo gi cai tiéng ay phat ra ttr can phong sat vach: can phong danh cho 16p
vé nam nhit va lop may trang phuc.

Charlie dit tay vao nim cira.
“Mé& di,” Billy thi tham. “Coi dé la ai.”
Charlie mé phang ctra ra.

Mot tleng rd 1én hodng hot, ciing véi mot dong glay, kim ghim va vai - hai thang bé thay
minh nhin sttng vao Dorcas Loom. Trén chlec ban rong trwdc mdt con nho c6 mot cay kéo
khong 16, to nhat Charlie ting thay. N6 con thay ca nhiing cai hii va hop go, nhu'ng hop thiéc
nho va nhu'ng b6 duoc thao xép thanh hang ngay ngan bén canh cay keo. Chac chan ba c6
Venetia ctia né c6 dinh ddng dén mdy thit nay.

“D6 rinh mo!” Dorcas gao to.
Charlie m3c ké 4nh mat budc tdi cia con nho. “Co 1am gi trong truwong thé nay?”

“Chtr may lam gi ¢ day?” con bé quat lai, vira voi vang day mot to khan gidy 1én cai gi d6 mau
xanh da troi. Nhwng Charlie da kip thay né la vat gi.

“T6i bi cAm tic,” né ndéi mdt cach tho 0. “Con ly do cta cd 1a gi?”
D3 dinh than lai, Dorcas 1én giong kiéu cang. “Tao khong cin ly do. Tao lam viéc cho ba
Venetia cua may.”

“Toi thay cb c6 d0 do nghé thich hcrp day.” Charlie cAm mét cai hop thiéc 1én va doc trén
nhan hiéu. “Bo Bién Dang. Dung dé...’

“Tra day cho tao!” Dorcas giat ldy day hop trong khi Charlie van gitt chdt cai nap. Va diéu tit
yéu la cai hop tach bung ra lam hai phan.

M6t ddm may bo mau cam do up ra ban, phu kin kéo, kim ghim va 6ng chi cotton.
“Pd quy!” Dorcas thét gam, quinh quang 16i cac thit ra khoi dam bui cam. “Cut khoi day. CUT



MAU!”

Charlie va Billy dirng ngay ra nhw phong. Ngay truéc mat ching, nhitng do vat bi dan bo
bam dang tw tir thay doi hinh dang - chung kéo dai ra hon, thon lai, va lang hon.

“Chi dang la... 1am gi d6, Dorcas?” Billy run ray hoi.

“Khéng phai viéc cia may,” con nho réng nhw bd bi choc tiét. “CUT MAU! CUT BI!”

Dorcas ban giat qua bén bdi mot tiéng gam tir ngudng cilra.

“May dlec ha, Charlie Bone?” Lao Weedon quat. “Tao da lung suc khap cai hoc vién chét tiét

nay tim may. Pén gi¢ vé nha roi. Trir phi may dinh & day thém mot dém nira.”

“Khong, khong,” Charlie hap tap. “Chau khong nghe thdy. Phai Ong ciu Paton...”

“Han khong vao. Lién tuc goi cho tao tur cai mobile tan ta cua han Mon do6 phai gi6. Tha
dirng bao gio phat minh ra thi hon. Theo tao thi d6 1a do ding cta quy.”

Charlie v qua ldo Weedon, Billy lot tot theo sau. Chung phéng bay 1én phong ngu chung dé
lay gid xach va tré xuong tién sanh trong vong ba phut dung. Lio Weedon i ach duoi theo
chiing xu6ng cau thang.

_ “Chang may khong xirng dang mot ngay nghi,” lao vira lau bau vira mo khéa canh ctra nang
ne.

Charlie khong mat cong doi dap rang mot ngay roi khoi truong khong phai la ngay nghi. Rot
cudc mua tuyét da ngung, nhung thay vao dé lai 1a mot man swong dong bang. Thoat dau

chung khong nhanra chiéc xe cua Ong cau Paton dau bén kia quang treong. Nhw thwong 18,
dAu 6ng cli gam xudng mot quyén sach. Nhu'ng khong nhuw thwong 1€, 6ng khong deo kinh den.

“Hau nhw cha thay gl trong man swong nay,’ Ong cau Paton nhén xét khi bon nhdc 16m com
chui vao ghé sau. “Nén ta nghi chang ai nhin thiy ta.”

Ong lai xe cin than ra khoi quang trwong. Troi da gan toi, den dwong hién ra nhw nhitng
vang sang diu nhe, treo lo Iitng trong man swong.

“Swong gl ky quai,’ ’ Ong cau Paton néi trong khi nhin thang vé truwéc. “N6 c6 mui mudi. Chic
tlr bién bay vao, c6 troi biét, cach nhiéu dam chir it gi.”

“Bién.” Charlie bat dau ndi két cac sw viéc lai véi nhau. ¢ Ong cau Paton, c6 mot thang bé méi
toi tru'cyng ctia con. N6 duoc ban phép thuat, theo nhw né néi, 1a dim chét dusi.”

Ong cau Paton cudi kha. “Dim chét dudi? Vay chic la béng ma tir con tdu ddm hay sao?”
“Chuyén nghiém tdc diy a, thwa 6ng Yewbeam,” Billy s6t sang. “N6 dim chét ngudi ta.”
Charlie thém. “Cha no6 la Lord Grimwald. Ngu¢i ma da...”

“Quy than oi! Ta hiéu y con ro6i, Charlie. Mot ké - hiy diét ting c6 trén doi. Han im hoi lang
tiéng da kha lau. Ta twdng han chét hay bi chon vui dau do roi chit. Nén nho... Ong cau Paton
nhén coi véi mot ch1ec xelult hiénra khoi man swong, ro sat téi that nguy hiém. “Dao nay c6
nhiéu vu dim tau gan khu viee ctia han. Phan Ién 1a ngw dan. Ho giai thich la do thoi tiét, nhung
dau biét chirng, ai nger duoc.”

“Vung cia hdn & dau?” Charlie hoi.

“Phwong Bac.” Ong cau Paton phay ban tay ra mot huong vo dinh. “Mot trong nhitng hon
dao. Khong ai biét vi tri dich xac. Bon ching rat bi hiém, It nha Grimwald 4 ay. Luu truyen rang
khi mot dira con trai trong gia dinh t&i 12 tudi thi, hoac 14 cha né hodcla no sé chét. Khong thé
nao ca hai cung séng qua Khoi nam sinh nhat th 13 cua dira con trai. Tham hoa gia dinh, ta c6
thé néi thé, nhung mat khac, mot ké dim chét dudi van t&t hon 1a hai.”

Charlie da mat cha khi con qua nho nén khong nhé gi Ve cha. Nhung bay gi cha n6 da duoc
tim thiy, sé that kinh Kkhung néu nhwno mat cha lan nira, & tuoi 12. Noi s¢ bat . giac khién n6
rung minh, khi nghi gio' nay ba me dang & ngoai bién khoi. Tham chi né con ném thiy vi mudi
trén moi.

Chiéc xe giat nay lén dirng gap lai vi Ong cau Paton chot nhan ra minh da & bén ngoai nha sé



9. Khi ho budc ra khoi xe, man swong bao kin lay ho nhw mot tdm man bang gia. Billy bat ho va
6m bum lay nguc, néi 1ot dét. “N6 chui thang xuéng cd hong. Nhw 1a nudt tring len cotton vay.”

Khi ba 6ng chau leo 1én nhu'ng bac cap, tleng chu6ng nha tho bi nghet xuyén qua khong gian
mu swong, Ong cau Paton noi, “A, né nhac ta moi nhé. Hom nay 1a dam cwédi ctia ba cd Venetia
do, Charlie.” Ong mé& ctra trwérc ra.

“Mot ngay khung khié€p cho ddm cwdi,” Charlie binh ludn khi bwéc vao trong nha. “Xui phai
biét, con nghi vay.’

Ong ciu chui chan vao tAm tham chui chan. “Ta khong duoc mai, cling tw nhién thdi.”
Hai thang bé mirng hum vi ngoai Maisie ciling khong dwoc moi. Ching cé thé ngdi xoi mot
bita tra ngon lanh ma khong c6 b6 mat chau bau ctia ngi Bone lu Iu bén kia ban.
“Phai chi con thiy ba ndi ctia con nhi,” ngoai Maisie noi. “R6t cudc ba ta quyét dinh di ddm
cudi. Vé bat binh 16 ra day mat, nhung ba ta van khong the bo 16 sw kién nay. Ba ta dlen mau

tim tir dau dén chan. Pung, tham chi doi giay cing tim voi cal no to su bén trén. Con noén thi 6i
thoi! Gin bao nhiéu la nho. Trong nhw mot to trai cay tron.”

Hinh anh gwong mdt dai cta noi Bone phia du6i nhitng chum nho mau tim lam Charlie bi
héc khoai tay chién, ca ban cuoi ro 1én, Ong ciu Paton cudi to nhat.

Charlie dinh di tham Benjamin sau bita tra, nhung quang canh tir cra s6 nha bep nhinra
chang khich 1é chut ndo. Nhirng ngdi nha phla bén kia dwong chim trong bong toi va swong mu.
T4t ca chi c6 thé nhin thdy nhitng d6m sang bitc bdi tir nhitng chiéc xe hoi chay cuc cham trén
dwong.

Billy nu01 tiéc nhin ra ctra s6. N6 ao wéc duoc di ldy con chudt cwng cia minh nhuwng khong
dam xin x6 vao mot dém hiém hoa nhuw thé nay.

“Mai tui minh sé di 1y Rembrandt sém,” Charlie hira. “Tui minh sé ru Benjamin vé&i Hat Pau
di cung lu6n.”
bau d¢ trong dém, man swong mu 1o do cudn di khoi, nhuwong chd cho swong gia bao kin lay

thanh pho va mot vang trang tron hién ra tit trén troi. Twng mai nha sang 14p lanh nhw rac bac.
Trong viing dong hoang bén kia séng, mot sinh vat bi nhat gitr bt dau tru 1én thong thiét.

Sang Chu Nhat chao don hai thang nho bang anh nang ruc ré va bau troi xanh bang gia.
Ching twlam bita sang cho minh - com bap, banh mi nuéng va sira - truedc khi c6 ai thirc day.
Nhung ngoai Maisie rang c6 xudng cau thang trong bd dé6 ngt mau héng va nhirng 6ng cudn
toc ngay khi ching vira an xong.

“Nh¢ vé nha vao gio dn trua day keo khong ta sé di theo cac con,” ba noi. “Duong lemy o
ngay dang sau nha tho 16n, gan tiém sach c6 Ingledew. N&u cac con mudn ghé in trua & tiém
sach thi phai goi dién cho ba biét.”

“Tui con khong t&i dé dau,” Charlie ngwong nghiu noi.
Ngoai Maisie ngheo dau qua bén. “Con cdi nhau véi mot trong nhitng ban gai diy a.”
“Con khéng c6 ban gai,” Charlie ndng nay. “Va con chang cii nhau véi ai ca.”
Trén dwong ra clra bon con trai déy thay mot cai mi to twong, mau sdc sic s¢ dattrén chiéc

ghe trong hanh lang. Trong no dung la té trai cdy tron. Cai mi khién Billy bat cuwdi khiic khich
va Charlie lip tirc cAm thay nhe nguwoi di.

Benjamin luén san sang dé di tham hiém, va Hat P4u & sat cAnh bén nd, vui mirng ti ton khi
soi day dit ché dwoc 18y xudng khdi cai méc trong hanh lang.

Ba me Benjamin dang mai miét lam viéc khi ba thang bé roi nha s6 12. La tham tir tw co
nghia la ngay nghi cudi tuan ciing ban ron y nhu ngay thuong. Hom nay c6 chi khong ra ngoai
diéu tra, ma ¢ trong nha bép dé thlet k& mot dién mao cai trang tinh vi khac. Ho phai thuong
xuyén lam mai viéc hoa trang ciia minh khi dang “theo déi mot d6i twong”, nhw cach néi clia
ho. C6 nhiéu khi dén ca Benjamin ciing khong nhan ra ba me minh. Nhitng lic nhw vay, co chu
rat man nguyén, mic di Benjamin thi khong.



“Minh dn trwa & nha bé nhé?” Benjamin hoéi khi chiing di vé phia nha tho 16n.
Charlie nhén ra c6 chu Brown hay y vao ngoai Maisie don cho con trai minh nhirng btra
thinh soan vao cudi tuan. “Di nhién,” Charlie dap.

“Billy 1y dwg'c Rembrandt xong, tui minh c6 t&i quan Ca Phé Tha Kiéng dn qua khéng?”
Benjamin hao hirc héi.
“Khong,” Charlie ndi, hoi nhanh.
Benjamin khung lai. “Sao vay?”
“C6 thé néi thé nay, Emma va Olivia sé & d6 va tui né khong han hoan khi gdp minh.”
“Sao vay?” Benjamin hoi tiép
Charlie ké cho n6 nghe vé Dagbert.

“Nhung ban be phai lam lanh véi nhau cht,” Ben]amln kién quyét. “Bo c6 thé gidi thich cho
tui n6 rang do6 1a mot sw hiéu Iam khiing khiép.”

“Khéng de vdy dau,” Billy néi, trong khi Charlie dwon vuot 1én trudce. “Anh biét day, Dagbert
da lam tit ca tui em dién tiét hét ca 16n. N6 goi em 1a d6 di dang.”

_ Hat Diu kéo Benjamin chay theo Charlie. Benjamin thé hung huc. “Minh nghi b6 nén xin
16i.”
“Hir, khong dau.” Charlie buwdc nhanh hon nira. “Chuyén thé la thé.

Khong dung. Charlie rAt mudn xin 16i Emma va Olivia. C6 diéu no6 khong nghi ra cach lam
diéu d6 nhw thé nao. N6 quén phéng la minh phai di qua khiic cudi ngé Nha Tho Lén trén
dwong téi dwong Piminy.

Tiém sach c6 Ingledew lot thom trong ng6é Nha Tho Lon, thudc ddy nha go noibong ram
nha tho 16m do xuong, Charhe nhin khap con hém rai séi dan toi tiém sach va quiy qua ré vao
duong Piminy. N6 thac mac Olivia c6 ¢ trong tiém sach voi Emma ‘hay khong. Tui né dang lam
gi? Giup di cia Emma, ¢ Ingledew, khong sai. Ch&c 1a dang phan loai sach, quét bui nhirng bia
sach boc da, chui nhlrng gay sach ma vang bao nhiing trang sach mong manh. Hoac tui n6 dang
tudng twong mot ké hoach trirng phat Charlie vi nhitng 1&1 ma né khong bao gior néi?

Vé mat nao dé Charlie da doan ding. Emma va Olivia dang & trong tiém sach that, dang
tuong twong mot ké hoach - chi c6 Olivia tuong twong thi dung hon. Nhung ké hoach d6 ching
lién quan gi dén Charlie. Ma lién quan t&i mot thir nghiém.

Tai phép cua Olivia van con bi mat doi voi gia dinh Bloor. Chi ban be can ké nhat méi biét
con nho la nguoi tao ao giac. Trong dam biét diéu nay, vai dira, gobm Charlie, nghi viéc con bé bi
phat giac chi la Van dé thoi gian thoi, bdi vi Olivia 1a dién vién. N6 ham vui, va noi mé thich
dung tai phép cia minh dé dua choi thinh thoang lai ché ngw, diéu khién né.

Chinh sw 4m anh vé chim cda Emma da goi cho Olivia nay ra mot y twong vé cung nguy
hiém. Emma c6 thé bay, nhung truéc tién no phai bién thanh chim méi bay duwoc. N6 hay vé
chim, swu tap 16ng chim, va meé mai ngam hinh nhirng loai chim da bi tuyét chung trlau. Bubi
sang hém do Emma ch(yt - nay ra trong oc vé mot loai chim ma no chwa bao gir nghe néi dén.
Loai chim nay o trong mot quyén sach xwa quy hiém nhit cta di nd.

Emma Cam quyén sach vao phong trong va dé ma& ra trén dau gbi. “Hay twdng twong nao,
Liv! Minh giong nhw con chim nay, mo dai that dai, chan to that to, nhung doi canh lai be xiu
dén noi khong thé bay 1én khéi mat dat.”

Olivia ndm thang cang trén chiéc ghé x6 pha thoai mai cua co Ingledew N6 dat tay sau gay
va nham mat lai. “T¢ hinh dung dwoc con chim than d6 roi,” n6 cwdi nu. “Bay gio té tao con
chim do6 ra cho bd thdy nhé, Em? R6i bd bién thanh con chim d6. Th& 13 c6 hai con, va tui minh
sé dé cho di cia b6 doan, xem con chim nao 1a Emma, con nao 1a do anh?” N6 m¢ mit ra, ngoi
bat day, vo hai tay vao nhau. “bung. Tui minh lam di.”

Emma nhin xody vao nho ban, nhiu may lo lang. “Té khong nghi vy dau, Liv. Viy khong
diung.”

N



“Co6 gi ma khong dung? bi, Em!”

“Tui minh khong nén... stt dung tai phép lam vui.”

“Thi sao? Ai néi thé?”

“P6 la diéu tui minh ai cling phai biét,” Emma cirng coi.

Olivia nga ich xudng tré lai dong gdi ném. “Htr, té sé lam.”

“KHONG, Liv. Lam on dirng. Coi chirng bo...”

Nhwng con chim thin dang thanh hinh kia. Khi Olivia ngoai nhin qua vai, mot mang long sdc
s hién ra trén khong trung phia sau diau né. Emma bt lwc nhin dadm 16ng bit diu vao ding vi

tri trong hinh hai cia mot sinh yat dep mé hon. Poi canh rong, cai dudi xoe ra duyén dang, mit
den nhu hat huyén, va cai mé sac mau cam.

Chwa hai long v&i hinh dang con chim, Olivia cho n6 bit ra nhirng tié€ng ctic cu dai khi né ép
qua khung ctra che rem vao trong tiém.

Pung lic d6 chudng tiém sach rung kinh coong, ctra mé ra va mét phu nit cao to xuat hién &
ngudng cia.

C6 Ingledew dang dan twa sdch trén quay chot ngudc 1én, boi roi. Hai sy viéc cuing xdy ra voi
c6 mot luc. Mot, do la co da quén khoa ctra tiém vao ngay Chu Nhat va hai, mo6t con chim quai
la vira sOng chuong khoi sé& tht va tim dudng vo tiém sach cua co. Tinh huong tham chi con

hoang mang hon khi Emma chay u vao phong, thét to. “Oi khong!” Nghe vay con chim bién
phut vao khong khi.

“A,” vi khach lalén tié'ng “Mot do giac. Tha vi qua.”

Khong nghi ngo gi vé vi khach khong dugc chao don kia. Nhin mai toc den rirc, 16ng may cao
hinh canh cung chic hdn Emma sé& biét d6 la ba c6 Venetia ctia Charlie. Nhung gio mu moi thay
doi lam sao! Khong con vay ban thiu va do khoac thiing thinh nhw dao gan day nita. Ngll’O’l phu

nit nay mdc veston mau hoa tir dinh huong rat lich duyét, c6 4o vién 16ng thu, véi déi giay bot
cling vién 16ng thu & co.

“Ta vira m&i 1dy chong,” ngwoi phu nit noi, di xuong ba bac thang v6 trong tiém. Gio ta la ba
Venetia Shellhorn. Ta chudn bi di huéng tuan tring mat day.”

“Vay u?” C6 Ingledew noéi, khong mot may may twoi tinh 1én.

_ “Pung. Va ta muon dua...” ba cd Venetia ngoai nhin ra sau vai. “Ching dau r6i?” mu ta cam
can.

Clra m¢& ra, rat cham.
“Cac con clia ta,” ba cd Venetia vay ban tay deo ging ra ctra.
Pirng & bac thang trén cung la hai dira tré éo 13, thwong tim nhiat ma Emma tirng thiy.



Chiéc Am cua Feromel

Ba c6 Venetia vAy bon tré va chuing 1ét phét tién t&i trudc, dira con gai dan dau, thang con
trai hAu nhw khéng nhich ti nao.

“bay la Miranda.” Ba c6 Venetia chgp ban tay con bé va giang tdi dirng bén can mu. “N6 nho
thé so véi 7 tudj, nhi? Nhung Eric, tm, troi dat, nhin né nay. Ai ma nghiné 6 tudi co ch¥?” Mu
lao x6 ra cho thang bé, cd tom tay no nhwng né lui phat lai va ding dua vao twa sach.

“ Lai day, thang ngu.” Ba c6 Venetia xia x6i. Mu quay qua c6 Ingledew. “ Ta dugc cho biétla
thang chau trai cta ta hay toi day vao cha nhat.”

C6 Ingledew néi sang. “ Khong phai ludn luén.”

“Khong thanh vin dé.” Ba c¢6 Venetia nhin Emma. “Ta cho 1a h6m nay may sé gap n6, phai
khong, Ella ... hay gi gi d67”

“O'm...” Emma 4p ung.

“May hay chuyén ching cho nd.” Ba c6 Venetia bao con nho.

“ Chuyén ching...” Emma ludng lw. “Y ba 1a chuyén cac con ctia ba?”

“ Chir may nghi gi?” Ba c6 Venetia diy Miranda mot phat vé phia Emma.

“ Ba khong thé dé chiing & day duoc,” c6 Ingledew cdm phan.

Ba co Venetia budc 1én cac bac thang, tiéng giay cao got nén doang doang nhuw t1eng sung
nd. “Khong c6 ai & nha so 9. Paton chic chan c6 & nha, nhung hin khong bao gio ra mo ctra. Vi

vy ta phai dé bon tré & day. Chi Eustacia cta ta sé dén chung luc 5 gio. Ta nghe noi c6 lam
banh mi sandwich rat khéo, c6 Ingledew.”

“Pay la ti¢ém ban séch, khong phai nha tré.” C6 Ingledew gian dir dén ndi c6 dén manh mot
cudn sach qui xuéng quay.

“Talam sao dwa ching di tudn trang mét cda ta dwoc ha?” Xong, ba cd Venetia vira hat vira
lwdt ra ngoai dwong. “Li tré nit...Hay ngoan.”
Canh ctra kinh coong déng dap lai bo lai c6 Ingledew chét diéng, nhin chim chdm qua dau
Miranda téi Emma.

“Hur!” Mai cudi cling c6 Ingledew moi th6t 1én 1. Chac han ¢6 mudn trat gan x01 X3, nhung
hai dtra tré trong thi€u ndo qua, c6 nhin ra néu minh than tho chilam sy tinh eo le hon truéc
ma théi. Ba c6 Venetia di loi dung ban tinh t&t ctia cd.

Luc nay hai dia tré da dinh chum v6 nhau. Chung ding nam tay nhau gitra tiém 1dm l1ét dom,
truedre tién la Emma roi téi co Ingledew. Qua that chung qua nho so voi tudi chtia ching.
Miranda c6 toc mau 16ng chudt va mat xam. N6 mic quan jeans va o khoac dé, chiéc ao hinh
nhw da thu lai may cd. Ong tay ao tham chi khong che noi hai co tay 6m nhuw chan chim cuda no.
Mai téc réi bu cua Eric sam mau hon, rérang dalau r01 chua duogc cat, ri 1on xo6n xuong vai no
thanh nhirng nui roi bong N6 mic quan nhung ké mau xanh 14 ciy, ban bét noi dau géi, 4o
jacket den mat tiéu vai cai nut.

Tim Emma se lai vi chung. Con nho von khong the chiu néi khi thay nhing sinh vat bé nho
khon kho. “ Dén gap ban cua chi di.” N6 chia tay ra. “ Tui chi dang vé chim. Cac em c6 thich vé
khong. Ama3, chila Emma.”

Miranda néi “ Tui em di 1y con ché ctia minh dwoc khéng?”
“Ch6?” Co Ingledew nhan mat. “ N6 dau?”

“Ching chau phai dé né & nha. N6 rit c6 don. N6 ghét @ mot minh lam.” Mit Miranda rom
réom nuéec.



011v1a chon dung khoanh khac nay dé tho dau ra khéi tdm rém. “O'" N6 ré 1én khi thiy bon
tré. “ Té khong biét 1a c6 ngwoi & day. Té dang ndm bep dé phong c6 ngudi thiy con chim.”

“Chim nao?” Eric sang r& 1én.
“ 0. Thi con chim.” Olivia tinh bo. “Em la ai?”
Bon tré nhin Olivia chong choc, im re.

“Pay la Miranda va Eric,” Emma néi, hoi qua don da. “Ching la em ho...em ho ké méi cia
Charlie Bone, t& nghi vay.”

Oliva tron mat. “ T6i nghiép khong. Chi cha ham ba con gi véi gia dinh d6. Chi 1a Olivia.”
“Olivia!” Co Ingledew gay git. “Lam on dirng noi kiéu do6 vé gia dinh Charlie.”

“Ui!” Olivia rut dau vao.

“Lam on cho tui chau di 1dy con ch6 di?” Miranda kéo nai.

Co Ingledew gai dau. “Co khong biét, cung. Y ¢6 13, 1am sao chau v6 nha duoc? Me ké clia
chau c6 dé chia khda lai cho chdu khong?”

Miranda lic dau.

Co Ingledew tho dai. “ Chor c6 chut. Dé c6 héi y kién mot ngudi ban.” C6 1y chiéc moblie cia
cO tir trong tdi quan ra va bat dau bam sé.

Emma lua hai dira tre v6 nha sau trong khi c6 Ingledew goi cho 6ng Paton Yewbeam.
Miranda va Eric nghi hodc ng6 xung quanh can phong day sach va cuodi cung quyét dinh ngoi
xuong ghé s6-pha, dinh sat vao nhau.

“Di cua chi c6 lau khéng?” Miranda hoi. “ Chattypatra sé v &, w r dén chirng nao tui em vé
v&ing.”
“Tén oach qua.” Olivia nhan xét. “ Goc gac tir dau vay?”
“Ténno dala Cleopatra Miranda néi. “Nhwng tai vi n6 nhiéu chuyén qua. O'm, ctt sUa, tru
roi rén la. Vivay ma me...” nd im bat va nhin Eric. Thang bé bim mbi dudi lai nhwng khong
khoc. “Vivay me. ” Miranda tlep, ‘Me em goiné l1a Chattypatra(l) (Cleopatra la tén niv hoang

Ai Cap. Vi con ché hay néi nhiéu” nén me chiing déi thanh Chattypatra, chat tirc la nhiéu
chuyén, tdn gau.)”

"Hay ghé,” Olivia gat gu.

Co Ingledew ng6 vo phong va bao véi ching, chirng nao 6ng Yewbean tim dwoc chia khoa
nha ba c6 Venetia, dng s€ sai Charlie mang t¢i day.

“Vay sé rat1au?” P6i moi reém dd cia Miranda khan nai nhin c6 Ingledew.

“C0 khong nghi viy dau, cwng. Nao, miy cung c6 mudn gitiip Emma lam banh sandwich
khong?”

“Di nhién ro6i,” Olivia mau man. “Di thoi, tui minh kep mat ong v&i chudi, hay 1a pho mat véi
nho kho, hay la bwéi véi dau phdong? Hay la xtc xich véi cam.”

C6 Ingledew th& phao - Miranda, mé mu di theo Olivia vé nha bép, Eric bAm sat got.

Ngay khi c6 Ingledew vira quay ra tiém thi 6ng Paton Yewbean goi bao tin noi Bone di vang,
dong ctra roi, va gior khong cach chi vé phong ba ta tim chia khéa.

“0i, Paton, em khong biét phai lam gi nita. Lii tré dang thwong 1am. Tréng ching rat dau kho.
Em nghi con chd sé lam chung vui lén.”

“Ba chi quy quai cua t6i nghi gi thé khong biét?” dng Paton can nhdn, “Sao lai thdy chung té&i
tiém ctia em? Nay, Julia, anh khong biét c6 dugc hay khong, nhung anh doan chic chinlaba
Venetia hay dé chia khoa ctra dwédi mot bire twong than Iun khéng 16, gém ghiéc & bac thang
trén cung nha ba ta.”

“Twong than lun?” C6 Ingledew ndi, c6 chwa tirng 1éo hanh dén nha ba Venetia bao gio.
“Sinh vat dit ton. Bang da. Tai to. Miii dai. C6 rAu quai nén. Ngbdi chdm chém. Ban chan to



dﬁng"

“Em biét than lun,” c6 Ingledew néi nhanh. “Em chi thac mic sw khon ngoan ctia viéc dé chia
khoéa ctia dwéi twgng than Iun la gi thoi.”

“N6 khong phai 1a vat song, Julia than yéu.”

“Em biét n6 khong phai la vat song " C6 Ingledew th¢ dai ndo né. Poi khi 6 6ng Paton khong
s&ng cling thé gi¢i véi ngudi khac. “Y em 1a nhé ¢6 ngudi tim thay chia khéa va vé nha.”

“Nha do¢ ai trén doi nay muon vao? Cua cai quy gla cda ba Venetia toan nhirng thir dé ém
buia ma chi minh ba ta ma&i biét cdch st dung thoi.”

Co Ingledew chiu thua. “Cam on, Paton. Bon em sé nghT Ki vé no.”

Veé phan minh, Ong cau Paton ty hoi cd Julia sé nght ve cai gi. Ong rat yéu mén co, nhung doi
khi ho khong ¢ trong cung tan so. Ngay khi Charlie va dam ban n6 vé nha, ong sé bao né mau
mau t&i nha ba Venetia coi ¢6 tim thiy chia khoa dwdi birc twrong khong. “Ma khoan, suy nghi
lai, t6t hon dé chiing dn trwa xong ta hdng néi,” Ong ciu Paton doc thoai.

Trong khi d6 Charlie, Billy va Benjamin dang cham rai tha bd trén dwong Piminy. Ching van
chwa tim thay tiém Am Dun, trong bung da bat dau nghi cai tiém do6 khong ton tai. Puong
Piminy chi chit nhwng tiém nho ky di, tat ca déu dong ctra, dI nhién, vi hom nay 1a Chti Nhat.
Nao la tiém pho mat, tiém lam den cay, tiém lam gidy, tiém 1am d6 moc, roi thi tiém lam banh
mi, tiém ban hoa va tham chi c6 ca tiém da.

“Tiém P4,” Charlie IJam bam, ngé vé6 cira so6 toi hu. “Vay tic la sao?”

“Chac 12 ho ban d6 dung lam bang d4?” Benjamin do4an mo.

Bat chot Charlie nhan ra mét hinh khéi cao lon ¢ bén trong cira s6. N6 nhin ki hon va thét
1én:"Mot birc twong”. Khi mat né da quen voibong toi, ndi that ctia tiém dan hién ro ra. By gio
né cé thé thay nhitng bikc twong khac: mot nhom tuong nhu'ng nguoi linh La Ma to bang nguoi
that; bén canh ho la ba nguwoi phu nit mat may hung han cam dui cui va riu, lui xa hon nita thi
toi mot nguoi dan 6 6ng trong giong yéu tinh hon 1a con nguoi. 0] gan cudi phong, bén dwdi cira

s6 mai, co mot hiép sT cu6i ngwra cam thwong. Con ngua cua hiép sico cdm 16ng chim & dAu, va
bén duéi yén, than minh n6 phi tim mén dwoc két twr 14 cay.

“Ong ta dang ddu thwong,” Benjamin néi ra vé am twong.
“Twdng twong néu ho s6ng thi sao nhi!” Billy thi tham.

Charlie Iii mot buérc khdi citra s6. Rat c6 thé, trong thanh phd cé nhitng con nguwoi c6 kha
nang khién cho twong song day lam chi.

“Minh ngti thdy mui ca,” Benjamin néi. “Ca Hat P4u cling ngtri thay.”

Hat D4Au da buon téi mot clra tiém dang phia cudi duwdong. Chi ta dang ding gitra via hé va
stia um lén birc xdc.

“N6 stia vay la vi né thich cd ha?” Charlie héi khi nguyén dam chay hoc téc vé phia con ché
vang.
“Ghét thi c6,” Benjamin thé phi pho, tém 1dy vong c6 Hat Dau.
Nhung bén trong cura sb con cho dang sua hoan toan trong tron. Mot tAm bién dé “CA”.

Nhirng mau tw mau xanh da troi in cau tha trén nén trang, trong nhu viét de 1én dong chir gi
khac nita. That viy, néu nhin ki hon, ta c6 thé thay chit “Ban thit” bén dwéi tAim bién tring.

“Cac anh c6 biét em thay né mui gi khong?” Billy noi.
“Dagbert,” Charlie dap.

C4 dam tr6é mat nhin cdi tiém trong hodc r6i nhin Ién cira s6 tang trén, tw hdi day co dungla
noi Dagbert cu ngu hay khong Va néu dung thi, loai ngwoi nao lai lam chi mot clra tiém vang
teo véi tAm bién quiy qua nhw vay.

“Nhitng ngwoi rat lap di,” ti€ng ai d6 vang 1én, dwong nhw doc dwoc tdm tri ctia bon ching.
Ca ddm quay lai va thiy mot phu nit dirng bén ngoai mét ngdi nha cach dé ba can. Mai téc



mau dong cua ba lang dén noi trong nhw ba d6i mi bao hiém, chlec ao bong mau den bong den
do ctr twdng né 1am bang thép. Nguwoi ba to bé ngang, véi doi vai rong tao an twong vé mot sitc
manh phi thudng.

“Ba dang cho may cung mai,” ngwoi phu nir noi. “Ba la ba Kettle, ban cta ba bép trudng. Co
mot con vat nho dang nén néng gap may cung muon chét.”

“Rembrandt!” Billy kéu 1én, chay thuc mang t&i cho ba.

“Cung la Billy day ma? Con cung chiac chdnla Ben]amln roi, nhin con ché la biétlién, va cung
la Charlie. V6 di, may cung, troi lanh héo queo ngoai do.” Ba Kettle di vo tiém, chic chén khac
mot troi mot viee so véi cai tiém ca vang hoe dang kia.

Tat cd moi thir trong tiém ctia ba Kettle hinh nhw déu sang bong nhoang. Chi khi mat Charlie
quen voi anh sang choéi léa xung quanh, né méi nhdn ra vat gi ciing déu la am dun nwéc. bu
moi hinh thu, kich c& va mau sac. Cho nay 4m chen chtic nhau trén cac ké, choc kia m khoa sac
trén ban hoac ng01 riéng 1é, chém ché trén nhitng chan dé. O vi tri danh de dat mot cai am
dong 1é6n nhat ma Charlie ting thay N6 hién ngang dung ddi dién gitta cira s6, c6 hang loat 4m
khac nho hon bao quanh; ta c6 thé thay hinh anh la lung, nghleng nghiéng, mang cac sac thai
mau dong cua toan bo ctra hang phan chiéu lén mat bén sang hoang cta n6.

“Cai ddy chi de trung thoi, may cung.” Ba Kettle ndi khi nh1n theo &nh mit cla Charlie. “Cai
am chién nhat ctia ba & dang sau phong nay co. bi voi ba nao.” Ba luot qua mot 6 clra vom &
cudi tiém va ra hiéu cho ching v6 mot can phong khac, cling chat day &m dun nudc, nhung
phong nay c6 nhiéu khong gian hon mot chut xiu. B6n chiéc ghé& boc dém cho ngoi, khong co
am & trén, ké quanh mot cai ban nhé.

Bllly cha bung da nao déy y dén cai gi. Khong sao kiém ché noi sw nén néng, né budt
mom:"N6 dau? Con chudt ctia chau dau?”

“Ai cha. Ba tw hdi,” ba Kettle gheo né, “cung twdng ba quén roi u?”

“Phai,” Billy 16/ miéng. “A khong. Lam on di, né dau roi?”

"Co6 ngay day!" Ba Kettle khoang tay vao mot trong hang 16 hang 16c 4m va 14y ra mot con
chudt den bdng.

Billy giat con chuot khéi tay ba, thét twéng, “Rembrandt!”

“N6 yéu cai &m do 1am,” ba Kettle ndi. “N6 da thit tAt ca roi nhung dé 1a cai 4m né thich
nhat.”
Benjamin trong lo 1dng. “U'm, ba ban &m dung nuéc a?”
“bung lo, cung,” ba Kettle noi. “Ba rtra sach bén trong aAm thwong xuyén ma. Chudt c6 thé la
sinh cat do day day chw?”

Charlie chot nghe thdy c6 t1eng trong vong dén tlr dau d6 phia sau. Hat bau nhang nhit
muén gip Rembrandt dén ndi cai dudi xi1, ngoe ngudy ctia né dap ting xéng vao hai cai &m
trang men.

“Rembrandt khong muén choi,” Billy néi, 6m rit 1ay con chudt.

Trudc mot hiu 1énh tir Benjamin, Hat Dau danh mién cudng thoi quat dudi nhung tiéng
trong lap tirc duoc thay thé bang tiéng hd inh 8i tit mot cai 4m dang dun trén bép.

Ba Kettle coi ao khodc ra va bao bon tré lam theo minh. Xem ra nhiét d6 tang 1én it nhat hai
chuc do, Charlie cdi 4o len roi c&i 4o jacket ctia né ra ludn.

Bon con trai ng01 xudng va va ba Kettle rot tra dam ddcra bon cai tach. Benjamin khong
thich tra nhwng né hiéu ra minh con nhan dwoc cai gi khac nita & noi toan nhitn am la am nay.
No6i cho ngay, d6 la thir tra cyc ngon, va sau vai ngum, chiing hoat bat han 1én, k€ ca Benjamin.
Clr nhw 12 nuét loai khéng khi ma lam cho ta thay nhe ténh va tinh nguoi ra vay.

Trong khi udng tra, ba Kettle ké cho ching vé tiém ca trén dwong nay, mac du cha dira nao
hoi ba vé chuyén doé.

‘Noi d6 tirng 1a tiém ban thit,” ba Kettle néi. “Ong chi tiém rat dé mén, hay cho ba thém thit



vun. 'm, dng 4y bdng nhién mot sang thitc day va ra di. Khong mot 1o tir biét.
“Chac tai 6ng 4y nhan dwoc mot loi dé nghi ma O6ng ay khong thé tir chéi,” Charlie doan.
“Chac chan,” ba Kettle dong Y. “Nhung may cung nghi coi, ai da tra tién mua cai noi trai

khoay do thi phal chuyen cai gl vo day chit. Dang nay, ba chura bao gior trong thdy mot cai vay
ca trung ¢ clra soO nira la.”

“Nhung n6 cé mui ca,” Benjamin chi ra.

“Dich xac.” Ba Kettle chom téi trudce. “May cung biét khong, ba nght chir “CA” treo Ién ctra s6
chi dé gai thich cho cai mui d6 tho6i. Khong phai vi ho ban ca steps gi hét.”

“0,” Charlie ngay ra khi hiéu dwoc ngu ¥ ctia ba Kettle. “N&u y ba muén néi cé ai & d6 bdc
mui ca thi chau biét la ai r6i.”

“That a?” D6i mat mau dong ctia ba Kettlr cang tron 1én nhuw trai cam.

“N6 tén la Dagbert Endless,” Charlie bao vé&i ba . “Hé né di dén dau, mui ca theo né dén do.
N6 néi no c6 thé dim chét nguoi. Cha no la Lord Grimwald, va...

“Chung toi biét roi!” Ba Kettle kéu lén. “Hodc doan ra roi. Ba bép trudng da nghi ngo, nhung
khéng chac lam. 0i, ba ban dang thuong cta ba, ba hi vongba 3 4y khong gap rac réi. Ba da canh
béo ba iy dwng dén day nira, chung ta la chd ban than thiét.”

Charlie néi, “ Nhung cach diy da lau, khi Lord Grimwald lam diéu 4c d6c d6...”
_“Chéc chan han da cuéi ai d6 roi,’ Billy thém, “vi vdy han sé khong qudy ray ba bép trudng
nira.’
“Cling chang c6 gi khac.” Ba Kettle udng hét tach tra cua minh. Hinh nhw tra khon c6 tac

dung tiang lwc cho ba chiit nao. Ma dlng ra trong ba 1 &. “Ba bép trwdng la cho ban than thiét,”
ba ldp lai, lac dau.

Dé lam ba vui 1én, Benjamin hoi ba c6 cai am dién nao khong.

Ai dé ba Kettle phan nd. “Cung goi thir do ma la 4m? Ba thi khéng. Am nuwéc s6i 1a béi bép 1o
néng, chir khong phai khi bAm mot cai nat.

Benjamin n& nu cwoi tén to. “Chau xin 161.”

Charlie quyet dinh da dén lic ra vé. Bon ching dén dé 1y Rembrandt va ching da cé con
chudt roi. N6 dirng 1én cam on ba Kettle da moi tra.

“Khong c6 chi, Charlie Bone. Cung sé dén nira cht?”
Charlie dap, “Di nhién a.”

Ba Kettle dan bon ching tré lai phong trudc, nhung luc sap di qua 0 ctra vom, Charlie chot
dung lai. N6 chot cam thay cO cai gi ¢ phia bén trai gian giat rat khac thuong. N6 phai dva vo
tuong dé gitt binh tinh, va mot cam giac nhon nhot trong co hong khién n6 bat ho. N6 quay dau
laj, rat cham, va thiy & trén cai ban tron, khuat trong bong t01 x6 mot vat den xi, tron im.
Trong ki hon né nhan ra d6 la mot cai 4m co, den kit khoi mudi.

“Ba da bdo cung la cai 4m tdt nhit cia ba nam khuit néo ma,” ba Kettle bao khé.
“Cai &m t6ét nhat cia ba day sao?” Charlie tién lai gan cai vat den thui.
“Uf, cho dén nay.” Ba Kettle noi khé den ndi Charlie hau nhu khong nghe thay, nhung n6 cam
nhan du'o'c noi vui swdng ctia ba khi néi. “N6 do 6 tién cta ba, Feromel, rén ra cach day hon
nam tram nam. Feromel 1a tho ren klem thay phap. Ong 4y da rén rat nhiéu 4m sat than ky. C6

troi biét bay giwof ching dau ca roi.” Ba dén dirng ngay sau lung Charlie. “Cung la ngwoi chu du
dung khong, Charlie? Ba dang thiac mic cung c6 cam thay n6 khong?”

“Cam thiy?” Charlie dwa tay cim quai am den chay, trong muc dén noi. Nap dm c6 mot nim
tron bongloang & gura Charlie nhe nhang nhac ndp am Ién. N6 nhin vao vong nwéc den ngom,
Trong day day nuwoc.”

“N6 ludn ludn day nwéc,” ba Kettle bao. “ Luon luén. Khong thé can. N6 cé thé s6i can nuwdrc.
Nhwng vao ngay diéu dé xay ra sé la két thuc...



Billy ron rén t&i gan ho. “Két thic cai gi a?”

“Thé gi¢i?” 4anh mat cha Charlie bi mat nuwéc den phang gitr rit lai.

“Két thiic mot cudc doi,” ba Kettle néi. “Pdy nap lai di, Charlie, roi dem né vé ciing véi cung
ludn the.”

“Chau?” Charlie 1at dat day nap lai.

“ Chi mot thoi gian thoi,” ba Kettle nhe nhang. “Pung, Charlie. Feromel muén cwng git nd.”

“Nhung tai sao?” Charlie ng6 tran cai vat hinh tron den nhu than, hai tay n6 buéng thong

bén swong nhwng ngoén tay 1at batlo au. N6 khong mudn ldy cai am c6 xuwa c6 kha nang dw bao

chét choc nay. Bao nhiéu mang nguoi da mat, Charlie tw hoi, trong khi no soi can di, hé h3,
trong mot goc toi am khoéi, thim ddc khéng khi bang hoi nuwérc hiém hoa cia né.

“N6 khong phai vat xau dau, Charlie.” Ba Kettle cam vat gia bao quy gia l1én va trao cho
Charlie. Thé Ia nhitng ngén tay run run cia né nim chit quai 4m.

“Ba hi vong no sé khong bao gio soi can di vi cung, Charlie,” ba Kettle noi. “bay la thoi diém
nguy hiém cho nhitng nguoi nhu cung, nhét la khi 6 dinh dén thang bé nguoi ca do, thanh thi
no rat hay a am lén. Khong can phai dat né trong 0. Cung co thé dit n6 bat cir ddu cung muodn.
Néu co hoi hu'o'ng nguy hlem xqy ra trong khong khi, n6 sé nong 1én. Cang nong thi cung cang
phai cin than.’ Ba mim cudi khap lwot véi cad dam. “Nao, ct yén tAm nhé, miy cung. Ba sé dé
mat tdi tiém béan ca.”

Chuadng cam on ba Kettle vé tra lan nita, va vai phut sau, Charlie bwéc trén dwong Primmy
véi mot cai Am den tung tiy trong tay.

bén cudi duwong, ching ré ngdé queo va dam sam vao Emma, Olivia va hai dira bé xiu xiu.
“0i, khong, khong Charlie Bone,” Olivia la bai bai r6i chay mat tam vé phia duwong Péi Cao.



Twong than lun

Olivia bat dau khién Charlie kho chiu. “Sao n6 bé chay nhw ma 4m thé&?” N6 thic mac.
Emma nhin né trach méc. “Ch cau nghi tai sao?”

Charlie buc ttre. “Lam sao Olivia lai tin minh da n6i nhitng diéu dy vé n6. Dagbert bia ra do.
Thang ddy néi ldo. B6 dau c6 tin, phai khong Emma?”

“O'm...” con nhé ling ting. “Té ludn tin khi ngudi ta bao té... khong dep, hay té ngu, hay...”

“Bo khong nén vay, do...” Charlie kip dirng lai. “Y minh la bo tuyét doi khong dc tin lung
tung.”

“Dagbert luén luon doi tra,” Billy do loi.

“N6 bao Billy la d6 di dang,” Benjamin thém.

“Ma Billy c6 buc minh dau,” Charlie bao.

“Pa buc,” Billy stra lai.

Charlie gid b6 nhw khong nghe thiy. “Va té thich cac kiéu téc cia b, Em.”

Trong b6 Emma tuoi lén. Con nhé suyt mim cwoi. “Dé minh sé giai thich tat ca cho Liv. N6
rat nhay cam vé dién mao cia minh, Nhung, néi that, minh nghi no thich phong dai moi thir1én

cho kich tinh mét chit. Chang bao ldu no6 sé chan mang vé mat cau cd, va roi no sé lai hanh xtt
nhu chua tirng c6 chuyén gi xay ra 4y ma.”

“Minh hi vong sé nhanh nhanh 1én,” Charlie bao.

Thang bé con niy gidr ct dom trirng trirmg cai 4m den. Thinh linh n6 héi. “Cai gi d6?”

“Cai nay 4?” Charlie gio cai 4m lén véi vé e dé. “La cdi Am cii anh mwon d6 ma.”

“Cii, cli oi 12 ci,” thang bé nhan xét.

Emma hét 1én. “Xin 16i, t& quén mat. DAy 1a hai dira em ho cta b6 do, Charlie.”

“Y bo noi ching 13 ... con ctia ba di Venetia?” Charlie bit dau lw y t&i cdp doi ciu bo cau bat.
“Anh 1a Charlie,” n6 cu¢i toe toét véi bon tré. “Thira ... ba c6 ciia anh lIa me méi cua cac em.”

“Tui em biét roi,” dira con géi n6i. “Em la Miranda va day l1a Eric. Tui em di 18y con ch6 cla
tui em.”

“B0 khong dinh di véi tui nay 3, Char11e7 Emma mim cwoi diy sirc thuyét phuc. “Té khong
thich Nghach T6i, ma Olivia thi vé rdi.” N6 6m ldy ngudi va riing minh.

“Pi chit,” Charlie noi.

Nghach Toi khong phai 1a noi nguoi ta thich dén mot minh. Mot ngo hep ti, toi om om dan
vao mot khu toan nhirng toa nha cao, xam xit bao quanh mot manh san 16m ngom da so6i. Hau
hét nha & d6é déu bit kin mit - clra 16m thi déng dinh chét di con cira sé thi cai thanh chin.

&’ cudi manh san c6 mot day nha cat ngang ngd hém. Nha nao ciing c6 nhitng thap nhon cao
nghéu, nhirnglan can sit, clra s6 dai, trén tran tuong trang tri nhirng twong da hinh thu quai
dan: nguoi khong 16, yéu tinh, than lun quy sa tang va nhirng con thd gém ghiéc.

Nha cua ba C6 Venetia & bén phai, vira lop mai méi sang chdi, trong khang trang hon nha
cua ba c6 Eustacia & chinh gitra, hay nha ctiia ba c6 Lucretia & bén trai.

“Ba c6 Venetia vira dwng lai nha méi,” Charlie nhan xét. “ Sau vu héa hoan trong né kinh
khiuing khiép.”

“Hoéa hoan?” Guwong mit quit queo clia Miranda rdm lai s¢ hai. “Chuyén xay ra thé nao?”
“O ...e...a, mot tai nan,” Charlie lang tranh.



Emma nhin ng mot cai, ra diéu cam on no da khong miéu ta chi tiét. Ba ciu thang dan 1én ba
canh ctra den; mdi canh ctra gdn mot con s6 13 bang dong thau & chinh giita.

“Basd 13, Billy thi tham. (DAy la noi khién ngudi ta phai ndi thAm véi nhau). “Chac chu dwa
thw sé réi tinh réi mu?”

“Chac chan,” Charlie thira nhan.

Cé tiéng rén tru tréo tir bén trong ngbdi nha so6 13 thik ba, va Miranda thét. “Chattypatra do!
Thay chwa?”

Chung chay bang qua manh san va dung lai & chan ciu thang. Hat P4u bat diu stia phin
khich. Puéi né ngoay tit hau nhuw khong thay dau nita.

“Ong ctia bd bao chia khéa & duéi bire twong than lun,” Emma néi véi Charlie.

“Than gi?” Nhung Charlie da thay n6: mot khéi da lun tum hup, trong nhw quy hién hinh &
goc toi mai hién.

“Chi tdi day, Chattypatra,” Miranda goi. “Té&i day.”

Tleng tru cang dit doi hon, blen thanh mot trang ra mé sang, trong khi Hat Pau hoa theo
bang tiéng dic trung ang ang clia minh,

“IM DI!” Charlie hét con cho to.

Benjamin bum ban tay quanh miii Hat P4u. “B6 khéng can phai quat né thé,” né néi nhuw bi
xuc pham.

“Xin 16i, chi tai minh khéng suy nghi dwoc,” Charlie nhin trirng trirng birc twong.

“C6 gi phai suy nghi? Chia khéa & dudi birc twong.” Emma bat dau budéc 1én ciu thang.
“Dirng, Em.” Charlie niu canh tay con nhé. “Cam cai nay.” N6 trao cho con nho cai am.
“Oa, ning qua.” Emma cham vao héng chiéc dm den. “N6 néng thé.”

“Minh biét.” Charlie da nhan thay cai am dang nong 1én. Co gi nguy hiém & nha ba co
Venetia? N6 budc 1én cau thang trong khi bon kia van ¢ dwéi san, nin khe nhin n6. N6 cui
xudng birc tuong, chot dung lai. Birc twong vira moi chop mat. Lé ndo d6 1a hiéu g tng anh sang?
Hay la bong ctia Charlie d6 khuon xuong khdi d4? Khong phai. Charlie chidc chan mot mi mat
cla birc twong vira méi bao ldy con mat tron ac nghiét. Viéc xay ra rat nhanh, hau nhu khong
kip thoi gian cho Charlie ghi nhan. Nhung dung 1a né da dong day.

Charlie quay lai dam tré dwéi kia, tat ca dang nhin 1én n6, cham chu theo d6i, ngoai tru Eric
~ thang bé dang ngé dam dim birc twong vdi vé xa xam, quai la.

Charlie nin tho, cii le xuong va day birc twong ra sau. Chiéc chia khoa ctra ctia ba c6 Venetia
16 ra. N6 nhat 1én va vay vay xudng cho bon kia.

Ca ddm ho reo “ Uu-raa!” va chay ua lén cau thang.

Charlie tra chia khao vao 6 ,vidn, va canh ctra mé ra ma khéng két 1én, huéng ho 1a tié€ng rit
dwng gay nhw n6 da e ngai.

Mot con ché nhé mau trang ban ra khéi ngdi nha va nhay gon vao vong tay Miranda.

“0i, Chatty, Chatty!” Mat Miranda c6 nguy co tran 1é dén noi.

Eric mim cwoi, mot cach khong cwdng lai duorc.

Hat Pidu mirng quynh hon bao gio hét. N6 giat khéi tay Benjamin, lao b0 téi, hit nglri con

cho trong tay Miranda. Chattypatra khong phan d6i; ma thit ra c6 nang suc mom hitlai va sia
ang ang rat binh than vao tai cht chang.

“Cudc hon ph01 than tién,” Ben]amln thd hat ra toai nguyén. “Minh ludén biét mot ngay nao
d6 Hat Pau sé tim dwoc ban gai ma.”

Miranda nguyt Benkamin mot cai.

Charlie tra chia khéa vao ché cii va ca dam tirc toc rat khoi N gach T6i. Charlie cam thay toi
nghiép hai dira tré sé phai tré vé, séng véi ba co Eustacia nghiét nga. N6 dan do liéu minh c6



nén dé nghi ching ta tic ¢ ng6i nha s 8 khong, nhung c6 diéu 1 g1 d6 ngdn no lai, co 1€ 1a anh
mat lanh lung ctia Eric va céi kiéu thang bé cit liéc trom chiéc 4m.

“Nay!” Emma trao lai cai &m cho Charlie. “Am gi quai chwa tirng thay. Gio né ngudi roi.”
Ngon tay ctia Charlie nAm quanh quai 4m lanh ngat. N6 khong ho hé gi t¢i lich sty ki la ctia
vat nay.
Nhém tré tach ra lam hai khi ching toi duong Doi Cao. Bon con trai Charlie ré trai vo duong
Filbert, trong khi dam con lai di vé khu nha tho 1on.

Benjamin can Charlie hd tro ma&i kéo dwoe Hat Dau khoi Chattypatra, ¢ nang ngoan ngodn
di bén canh Miranda, ch6c chéc lai du*ng buéc va ai 04n nhin vé huéng Hat Pau.

“Vay khong cong bang,” Billy ndi. “Hai con ch6 dang ra phai di ciing v&i chiing ta.”

“Em c6 tinh cho tui anh biét ching né dang néi gi khong?” Charlie hoi.

Billy d6 mat 1én. “Tro1i, toan tinh yéu khong a.”

Benjamin nhwéng may nhin con ché cua né. “Chang han?”

Billy hiang giong. “Dai khdi... 3, em 1a con ch6 dep nhat anh thay ké tir bita sang.”

“Bita sang?” Charlie thac mic. “Em goi d6 ma la tinh yéu?”

h‘“Dé la thi n6 thich nhit,” Benjamin dam chiéu. “M§t miéng banh nhan thit bo hap con

thua.”

Charlie khong hoi Chattypatra néi gi nita. N6 nghi minh sé that vong mat. Vi lai Billy sé ém
nhem nhiéu. Pam bao thing bé nguong nén khong nhic lai nhitng cu yéu thwong wét at dau.

Rembrandt thang 1én phong Charlie. N6 khong mudn Hat DAu dudi con chudt ctia né chay
long vong quanh nha.

Ngoai Maisie da san sang mot trong nhirng bita trwa hoanh trang nhat cua ba. “Rala cac
chiu dén nha so 137 Ba héi khi ddm nhéc dang ngau nghién mén bo ro-ti. “Ong Paton da ké
cho ba nghe tat ca roi.”

“Tui chdu da tim thay con ch6 va Hat Pau mén c6 nang ngay.” Benjamin triu mén liéc con
ché dang ng01 trong goc, tham chi khong dung téi cuc xwong ma ngoai Maisie da dit xuéng
truedc mat no.

“N6 twong tu roi,” ngoai Maisie quan sat “P6 1a tinh yéu dich thuc.” Bat than ba trong thiy
cai 4m den dwdi san, canh chan Charlie . “Gi thé nay?”

“Né6 1a ... irm, cai Am.” Charlie dap. “Con nhin né & moét tiém trén dwong Piminy, ba Kettle
dwa.”

“Cha hleu sao ma con mudn cai vat cii mem d6?” Ngoai Maisie héi. “Cai 4m dién cta ba la
t6t 1dm roi.”

“Cai &m dé rat dac biét.” Billy noi.
“A3al” Ngoai Maisie v& 1é ngay. “Ta nghi ba Kettle ciing la con chdu Vua Do.”
To tién ba iy la mot thcr rén kiém thay phap,” Charlie bao. “Ong 4y da lam cai &m nay. N6 c6
thé... rm, hitru ich cho con.”

“Hurtr!” Dau tw hao veé tai phép cua Charlie nhung nhiéu khi ngoai Maisie cho do la diéu bat
hanh khung, khiép. N6 di bao phen din Charlie t&i nguy hiém, roi vao nhitng tinh huéng ma chi
nhd may man Charlie méi toan mang.

Ctra trwdrc x6 danh am roi nhirng budc chan huynh huych bang qua hanh lang lat gach bong.
Charlie voi dung chan day cai 4m xa tit vo gam ban. Nhung da qua tre. Mot phut sau khi cira
m& tung, n6i Bone dirng sung do, nhin moi ngudi trimg trung. Mat ba ta lap tirc ha xuong chiéc
4m den. Lam thé ndo ma ba ta ludn nhin thay nhitng vat ma Charlie mudn gidu thi qua la diém
bi hiém.

“Cai gi d6?” Ba ta chit van.



“Pau c6 gi,ndi Bone,”Charlie lam mat ngé ngan.
"bung lam bo ngu si. Tao thay roé ma diu cé gi. Mot cai &m ban thiu. Vit di. Tao kh6ng mudn
chita né trong nha cda tao.”
Ngoai Maisie kéo mot chiéc ghé ra moi. “Ba mudn an triea khong, Grizelda?”
Khong r&i mat khoi cai &m, ndi Bone ndi, “ Ta an roi, dirng ¢d y 1am ta phan tam.”
Charlie bat chot hao hirng. ’ ‘Dé ndp cho treong do, noi Bone. Tyi con bi bat phai tim d6 vat
cd xwa cho mén lich stt. Con thiy tw hao vé minh qua

Mat n6i Bone hoi hoi mém di. Viéc & trwong la mot wu tién trong sach lugc cua ba ta. Tuy
nhién ba ta van khong bi danh lac hwédng hoan toan. “N6 dé nop cho trwong sao may dam bao
la dau cé6 gi?”

Charlie cu'ng ham. N6 nhin Billy va Benjamin, hy vong sw (tng cttu. Bon ndy im de tré mat
dom lai né, bat luec.

Nhung Hat Dau da kip ctru Charlie. Con ch6 by nay ghét noi Bone khong ké xiét. Chi cai mui
clia ba ta théi ciing dt lam né phot ra mot tiéng gi tirc gian.

“Tao da bao la khong dwgc mang con ché nay vo day kia ma,” ndi Bone hwéng héa lwc vé
phia Benjamin.
“Phai, thwa ba Bone,” tiéng Benjamin hiu nhuw tit mit.
Ngoai Maisie khong doi nao chiu dé bira trra cia minh bi | gian doan ki€u nay. “Lay troi,
Grizelda.” BA dan manh chiéc ghé khong ‘Néu ba khong muon dn thilam on ling I€ di. Bon treé

nay dang lanh va doi, va ta sé khong dé ba hodn bita an néng sét ctia ching dau. Con ché dé
chang lam gi hai ca.”

“Ba coi chung diy, Maisie Jones.” Noi Bone trong con say kiém chuyén. Co thé thdy rd diéu
do trong nu cuoi nham hiém trén mat ba ta. “Néu ba con doi dau véi ta thi ba sé bi dudi co.
P4y la nha ctda ta va ba dwoc ha ¢§ cho & nho ma théi.”

Mot giong cit 1én ding sau ba ta. “Nha cua chung ta, Grizelda.”
~ Noi Bone giat minh dénh thét. Ba ta da khong nghe thdy tiéng Ong cau Paton tir ddng sau di

toi.

“Hay thoi néi tao lao va dé chiing toi dn yén lanh.” Ong ciu Paton chop 1dy vai ba chi.

Ba ta vuing khéi 6ng, lau bau trong c6 hong roi Iti voi 1én cau thang.

Ong cau Paton buéc vo bép va ngdi vao chd dau ban. “Xin 161, téi xuéng tré,” 6ng néi nhu
khong c6 gi xay ra.

Bon con trai ph4n chin han Ién, nhung c6 kim ché, dé phong n6i Bone tim cach tro xudéng

hoach hoe ching. Benjamin bi chwang bung. biéu dang phan nan duy nhat khi dén nha Charlie
: hinh 4nh gay 16n rudt ctia ndi Bone.

Phan con lai ctia bita dn tréi qua rat vui vé. Bén lic cat banh pudding nho, Charlie da ké xong
cho 6ng cau nghe vé chuyen tham ba Kettle va phi vu giai ctru Chattypatra

“Chung ta hdy xem cai 4m nao,” Ong cau Paton néi khi khi miéng banh pudding cudi cting da
bién mat.

Charlie 1ay chiéc 4am dat 1én ban.
“Do qua,” ngoai Maisie cw nw va chong nhﬁ’ng cai dia khéng lai.
Ong cau Paton deo kinh vao va kéo cai am vé phia mlnh Ong nhic nap dm lén. “U'm,” 6ng hit

ngm chat 16ng mau den. ’ Chang c6 mui gl,” 6ng nhan xet, “nhwng rd rang no rat, rat, rit xua
roi.” Ong gé g6 thanh 4m. “Sat. Pung. Rat lanh.”

“P6 1a vi khong c6 nguy hiém,” Billy néi.
“Chau c4 1a n6 vira méi néng 1én,” Benjamin néi, nhin vd chd ndi Bone dirng vira nay.
“Ba 4y khéng nguy hiém,” Charlie n6i. “Ba dy chi xau tinh théi. Nhung c6 gi d6 rat nguy hiém



& nha c6 Venetia, cé 1€ 1a...” n6 ngai ngan.
“Cé 18 1a cai gi, Charlie?” Ong ciu Paton nhin qua phia trén cip kinh ntra vang tring.
“Khénga,” Charlie khong biét giai thich thé nao vé cai chép mat ciia birc twong than lun. Rat
c6 thé do chang qua la né tuwdng tlrcmg ma thoi.

Ong cau Paton bdo né dé cai am & trong phong né. “DP& chod khuit 4y, néu ta 1a con,” dng
thém. “Con khéng mudn lam mat né dau nhi.”

Binhg thuong han la Charlie da téi quan Ca Phé Phu Kiéng vao chleu Chu Nhat. Nhung hom
nay khong co ve binh thuong. N6 khong muon tai dung d¢ Olivia, va lai, c6 tin don rang
Tancred va Lysander sé dwa ban gai t&i d6. Vé mat nay mat khac Charhe thdy quan Ca Phé Thu
Kiéng khong phai 1a noi thich hop dé dan ban gai téi. Bau khong khi & d6 khong thé goi la lang
man dworc.

Vivay bon con trai ¢ lai trong bép coi tivi, d€n khi 4nh sdng r&i bau tréi va man dém sao sa
pht trum thanh phé.

Pén lic Benjamin ra vé, Hat PAu van dwom vé khao khat trong ddi mat nau to tron.

“Chac mlnh phal dwa né tré lai gap Chattypatra mat,” Benjamin néi tir bén kia dwong. “Cé 1é
cuoi tuan sau.’

“U",” Charlie dap. N6 nghi dé&n hai dira bé con & Ngach T8i. N6 hi vong Chattypatra duoc
phép ngu chung v&i bon ching.
Charlie nhin Benjamin di v nha no xong roi quay lai leo bac cap nha s6 9. Mot chuyén dong

trén duong dap vao mat no. Co gi do vot ra khoi mot than cay - vat dé thap, khong hinh thit. N6
vdi vang linh v6 nha va déng sap cira lai.

D6 1a lac thap nén. Ngoai Maisie tat den bep, con Charlie tat dén hanh lang. N¢i Bone 1a
nguoi duy nhit trong nha da quén mat né nép nay. Ai ndy tu'o'ng ba ta phai nhé tai phép cta
Ong cau Paton cht, chi tinh riéng bao IAn ba ta bi tim muwa thuy tinh.

“Em thich &nh nén lam,” Billy n6i, n6 mang con chudt xudng dé cho n. “Ca Rembrandt ciing
thich.”

“Anh cling vay,” Charlie noi.

Qua that, khung canh a dm cung, trén bep 1o khé reo va nén tam dim can phong 4m ap trong
anh sang vo ve. Sau do Charlie ra kéo rem ctra lai, thi bong tam trang an binh, thoai mai ciia n6
bi xo0a tan tirc khic, bdi vi, 6 hai guong mat dang nhin 1én ctra s6 - nhitng con mat vang éch lée
1én tia sic cha laoif thi va vang tran thap 16 nhitng tiim 16ng.

Charlie thét that thanh.

“Gi d6?” Ong cau Paton lat dat tia vo nha bép.

“La ho,” Charlie run ray. “Cai vit chung ta da thiy bén ngoai G6c Kim Cwong.”
Hai hinh thu d6i mii trum lién Iti khéi ctra so.

Nhitng cap mat chay chia vé phia 6ng, roi hai nguwoi la co gio chay trén dudng.
“Dirng lai,” Ong cau Paton goi. “Cho biét danh tinh.”

Nhitng ngwoi doi mii trum tang toc.

“Nay, dung chay!!”

Charlie ra toi cwa vira kip thay 6ng cau lao xuéng nhitng bac thang va dudi theo hai ké la.
Luc nay ho thup ca bon xuong ma chay voi téc do dir doi. Nhung Ong ciu Paton c6 doi cdng dai
nhat thanh phé. Chi véi ba ci dwén, 6ng da bat kip ho.

“Bat dwoc roi!” 6ng hét, tom gdy mot trong hai ké la.

Charlie khong rd chuyén gi xay ra ti€p theo, bdi vi den dwong phia trén Ong ciu Paton bat
than no tung va thuy tinh x0 nhw lan mwa bac xuong ca ba than hinh.

Mot tiéng tru cudbng nd doi vang phd phuwong, ndi tiép 1a tiéng thét dau dén ciia Ong cau



Paton.
“Trdi, nd can ta!”
“Khéng phai nd, thwa 6ng Yewbeam,” mot giong rit ra. “Chang téi la con nguoi.”
“Ai...” Ong cau Paton dinh néi.
Nhwng hai sinh vit da tan bién vao bong t6i.



San Soi Hoang

Nguoc xu6i duong Filbert, nhitng ctra ra vao va cua so lan lwot mo ra, cai thi bao dan, céi thi
rut reé. Tiéng nguoi lao xao chd vio man dém.

“Chuyén gi d6, ha?”

“Ai vay?”

“Ong Yewbeam nha s 9.”

“Ong Yewbeam, 6ng c6 sao khong?”

Ai d6 hoi, “Co phai noé la s6i?”

Truoc khl Ong cau Paton tra 101 gi, Agnes Prout, h;\ng x6m sat vach cua gia dinh Yewbeam,
hét twéng. “Chac chin la ché séi. N6 da vo thanh pho

Nghe vay lap tlrc nam, sau canh ctra voi dong ap lai.

Nam chit ¢ tay, Ong cau Paton 1o dao di ngwoc vé nha. Khi Charlie chay t&i don 6ng,
Benjamin va me né bang ao qua dwong, c6 Hat Dau vd cling s6t sdng dan dau.

“B6 c6 sao khong, Charlie?” Benjamin hét.
“Minh khéng sao, nhung 6ng cdu minh chicla c6.”

C6 Brown kinh hai nhin sung dong mau chay doc xudng nhitng ngén tay ctia Ong cau Paton.
“Ong Paton, chuyen gi thé a? Toi co thé giap gi?

“Khong cé chi,” Ong cau Paton coc cin. “Ba Maisie sé bang bo cho t6i.”
“Nhung ngudi 6ng day thiy tinh.” C6 Brown ludng cudng nhé nhitng manh vun trén vai Ong
cau Paton.

“Lam on tranh ra, Patricia,” Ong ciu Paton khan thiét. “Co lam dt tay minh bay gi®,” 6ng
bt dau leo 1én bac cdp nha s6 9, véi Charlie dé cui tré 6ng.

Me cua Benjamin chua chiu vé nha. Co klen quyet dung trén via hé, nhat dinh phal moi dén
cung su huyén bi & ngay mé clra nha minh. “N¢ la séi phai khong?” Co nghiém trang. “Moi
nguoi dang ban tan. Ho goi né 1a Séi Hoang Ta c6 thé nghe tiéng no tru hang dém. Chac han né
song trong vung dong hoang bén kia song.’

“Patricia,” Ong cau Paton khing dinh. “Khong phai t6i bi s6i tdn cong.”
“Thé thila caigi...”
“P6 1a con ngudri!” Roi khong ngoai nhin lai, Ong cau Paton sai buéc vo nha.
Charlie thdy minh nén c6 1&1i. “Xin 16i,” né quay qua Benjamin va c6 Brown. “Ong ciu ctia
chau bi throng. Chiic ngi ngon, Benjamin, chic ngu ngon, c6 Brown.”
“Chtic ngti ngon, Charlie,” Benjamin lo lang. Vé mit me né qua quyét: Toi-sé-tim-bang-
dwoc-suy-that-cia-viéc-nay.
C6 Brown dinh dac buwéc vé nha s6 12, Benjamin va con ché theo sat nit. “Me sé tim hiéu
tan cung viéc nay,” co ndi.
“Gi gi thé nay?” Ngoai Maisie hét 1én khi Ong cau Paton loang choang v6 nha bép.
“Ong cau Paton bi cin.” Charlie gitip 6ng cau ngdi xudng ghé.
Ong cau Paton xdn tay 4o I1én. “Ba vui long 14y cho t6i mot chau nwédc sach va mot it thudc
sat trl‘mg ?
Ong c6 bao gior bi ché can dau!” Ngoal Maisie hét ho hét hai ra bon va hitng nwée vo chiu.
“Khéo 6ng nhiém bénh dai ddy, Paton.”



“Khong phai ché cdn,” Ong cau Paton néi yéu ét. “Chic chin khong phéi 1a chd.”
“On tro,” ngoai Maisie bwng chau nwéc téi bén Ong cau Paton. Cam c6 tay dng, ba bt dau
cham bang khan sach.

Charlie chon nguoi khi nhin nhitng vét rang. Ngoai Maisie cham lién tuc bat dau co tac
dung. Khi mau sach hét, vét thwcrng & cO tay 10 ro ra.

“Toi thay glong nhw s6i can,’ 'ngoai Maisie nhan xét khi quan sat co tay Ong cau Paton.
“Nhirng vét nay, hinh nhw 1a rang niang - rang ctta khong sau thé nay, chic chan 1a hai cai rang
nang, & mot trong hai bén.”

“Toi khong thé gidi t thlch duoc.” Ong cau Paton dé cho ngoai Maisie bang co tay minh bang
mot miéng vai voan trang. “Sinh vat d6 noi tiéng ngudi véi toi. Chua hét, nd con biét tén toi.”

“Troi, ai ma tin dwoc!” Ngoai Maisie dirng 1én va dem cai chiu tré ra bon.

Suot quang thoi gian do, Billy ng6i im thin thit, dm chat Rembrandt v6 ngwc. Trong né vira
so hdi vira hoang mang.

“Em sao vy, Billy?” Charlie hoi. “Em biét nhitng sinh vat dé a?”

“Khong han,” Billy nhiu may sdu hoam. “Em chi dang suy nghi thoi.”

“Suy nghi gi?” Charlie ng6i xuodng sat bén no.

“U'm, that ra em dang thic mic.”

“Thac mac gi?”

“Giong néi - khi n6 tru thi nghe nhw chiing ta hay nghe thiy ban dém. Thit khé giai thich,
nhung no6 st dung cing moét ngén ngit.”

“Nhung tiéng ching ta nghe thiy ban dém la séi, Billy cung a,” ngoai Maisie bao. “Nguoi ta
goino la S6i Hoang.”

“Ké tan cong t6i hau nhwr 1a con ngudi,” Ong cau Paton thém.

Billy 1é phép lam mit buéng binh. “Ching 1a mét,” n6 khiang khang.

Ong cau Paton rung minh thay r6. “Truong hop do, ta danh két luin la ching c6 ho hang.
That tinh, ta mét ri dén khoéng con strc ma giai dap nhu'ng cau do6 nay nira. Ta di nga day Tui

nhé ciing di ngu di, nhanh lén. Ngay mai con di hoc.” Ong ditng day, hoi nhan mat khi ong nam
ban tay trai vo lu'ng ghé minh dang ngoi.

Ngoai Maisie ldng nghe tleng Ong cau Paton lé chan Ién cau thang. Ba lac dau. ¢ Ong cau cua
con khong &n dau, Charlie, néu con hiéu y y ta. Ta cAu cho vét cin khong c6 noc doc.”

Charlie khong c6 co hdi cho xem vEt can cua Ong cau Paton c6 khoi khong. Sang thi Hai nao
cling quynh quang ca lén. Quan ao nhét voi vo gio xach, bita sang cap rap, sau do Charlie va
Billy ra khoi nha, chay hoc tdc dén cudi dwong Filbert d& dén xe buyt ctia hoc vién.

Ngoai Maisie vay tay tién ching, hét véi theo. “Ta sé bdo cho cac con néu dng ciu tré ning.
Can than day, cac con.’

Ll tré trong hoc vién khong dwoc phép dung dién thoai, radio hay tivi. Vai dita nhé nha da
lén mang dién thoai di dong vo, nhung trong hoc vién luén cé gian diép san sang to giac ban be
dé ldy long gia dinh Bloor. Dlen thoai di dong ludén ludn bi phat hién va bi tich thu, con cht
nhan thi bi cam tuc.

Ba bép truwdng la mai day lién lac duy ) nhit cta Charlie v&i thé gioi bén ngoai, nhungnoé e
ngai khong biét ndi so Lord Grimwald cé ngin ba tiét 16 tirc cho n6é hay khong.

Suot ca ngay khong thay ba bep treong xult hién trong cang-tin. To1 bira tra, Charlie nhoai
nguoi qua quay, khé hoi mot c6 phu viéc nha bép than thién tén 1a Valerie, xem c6 phai ba bép
truedng bi bénh khong.

“C6 thdy ba 4y khde ma. Chac ba 4y ban t8i miii nén khong ra quiay duwoc.”



Charlie lo 1Ang. “Cé cho chau gdi... gdi 1o hoi tham ba Ay dwoc khong?”

“Puoc chir cung.” Co Valerie nhoén miéng cuwoi.

Bat chot c6 tiéng eo éo. “Vay ra ba bép trwdng la ban ctia anh a?”

Charlie quay lai. Dagbert da 1én dén dang sau nd tir bao gio, nhe dén nodi Charlie khong biét.
“Kh... khong,” Charlie G ¢. “Chi la d6 an ngon hon khi c6 ba bép trudng.”

DPoi mat xanh luc cia Dagbert 16e 1én. “Toi nao co budc tdi anh gi diu, Charlie.”

Charlie tat twdi ra khdi quiy. N6 khong con mudén dn nita. Billy theo né ra khoi cang-tin.
“Cdé tin gi vé 6ng ciu ctia anh khéng?” Billy hoi.

“Lam gi c6,” Charlie ddm dang. “Anh chwa gip ba bép trudng.”

Billy 16t tét di khoi, trong tai than ghé gém.

Khi ba bép trwdng khong xuit hién trong bita an sang thir Ba, rudt gan Charlie nhw Itra dot.

Fidelio chay t&i Charlie khi n6 thcr than trong san choi gio nghi giai lao dau tién. “Tréong em
nhw c6 may den phu xuéng vai vay.” Fidelio ddm n6 mot cai than tinh.

“Pau c6!” Charlie diy tay ban di.
“Sao gat gong ghé thé!”
Charlie thay héi han. “Em dang lo cho dng cau ctia em. Ong bi mot .mOt vat can, vdi lai em
ciing lo s6t vé vi chua thay ba bép trudng dau, ma Dagbert thi...

“Charlie, khoan nao!” Fidelio chin lai. “Binh tinh coi, tir tir ké anh nghe chuyén gi xay ra.”

Fidelio la nguoi ling nghe cuc gioi. Charlie nhan thay dang lé ra minh phai giai bay véi anh
tlr trwedre réi méi ding. N6 ta lai ky nghl cu01 tuin cta no, bat dau bang chuyen di t&i nha ba
Kettle va két thiic khi 6ng cau bi tan cong. “Nguoi ta nhat muc bao thr ma tui em nghe thay tru
ban dém do6 la S6i Hoang, nhwng Ong cau Paton khing khing d6 1a ngudi. Con, cai ndy méi quai
di, Billy bao giong ctia chiing giong nhau.”

“Hirm...” Fidelio dirng lai gitta dwong. “Giéng nhau?”

Charlie bong dung xao lang vi mot canh tuong rat thi vi. Tancred dang séng budc cung mot
c6 gai cyc ky xinh dep, toc vang 6ng tha dap dénh xuéng 40 chung tim tdi gan cham eo.Landa
lang min, m6i mong dd, d6i mat xdm vé&i hang mi dai, cong vat. “HE, dé 1a ban...

“Ban gai cia Tancred,” Fidelio néi n6t. “Tracy Morsell, c6 biét danh Keo Ngot déi véi dan
nam ba.”

“That khong? Anh biét nhiéu ghé.”
“Chit sao,” Fidelio thira nhan. “Anh dong tai nghe ngéng trong san choi. Va dang kia la
Emma Tolly t6i nghiép, 6m trai tim tan v&.”

Theo 4nh mit cta Fidelio, Charlie thay Emma ngdi c6 ddc trén mot khic go &
Mot chong sach dat trén dui Emma va, du & khodng cach xa thé nay ciing c6 thé t
nhé dang budn rudi ruoi.

“N6...7" Charlie quay qua Fidelio.

“N6 dic biét mén Tancred? Thit. Xwa nay em khong dé y a?”

“Em kho that,” Charlie vo tran. “Pung roi, gior anh lai néi ra. Téi nghiép Em.”

Tiéng tu va di sdn rac lén khap san, goi bon tré tré& vo 16p hoc, va Charlie chay téi gitp

Emma nhdt déng sach roi khéi dui,  vang tur tung dudi chan con nhd - nhiing trang sach bay bay
nhw nhitng ddi canh tring trong gi6 bust.

Emma cuoi cam kich khi nhan sach tu tay Charlie. “Minh khung qua méi dinh hoc bai ngoai
nay,” n6 nho nhe. “Minh c6 mot y nghi dién ro 13 néu minh lam hét bai tap vé nha thi téi nay
minh sé& khong phai téi phong Nha Vua nita.”

Charlie lac dau. “Pau dwoc, Em. Ho sé giao bai khac cho bo lam.”

san xa xa.

goc
thay ro con



“Minh biét.”

Fidelio cho chiing dé cung di vo trwong. Ba dira chiing né lam t6p cudi cung roi san choi.

bém do6 Charlie cho ling nghe tiéng tru dang xa. Dém nay tleng 0 e va hoi tho nang né cla
bon con trai dang ngu quanh n6 duong nhu 16m hon. Sau do no thay Bllly cling thirc giic.

Charlie c6 thé nhin thay cai dau trang Ioa nhoa cta Billy khi né ngdi day & phia bén kia giwong
Dagbert.

“Billy?” Charlie thi thim. “Em c6 nghe thay gi khong?”

“Em c6 nghe tiéng tru mét Ian,” Billy n6i khé, “nhwng rat nho.”

“NO6 noi gi?”

“Em khong chic...” Billy ding do. “Hinh nhw 13 ‘cha’.”

Bong roi ching nghe thiy tiéng sing nd tir xa, khong thé [Am 14n dworc.

Rén nhe mot ti€ng, Billy chui tot xudng tim trai giwdng ctia no.

Charlie nam xu6ng tré lai géi, thAm nghi, Minh hy vong ho khéng giét chét né.

Tai nha s6 12 duong Filbert, Benjamin Brown van con thirc tinh rui. N6 woc gi c6 Charlie &
nha dé cung chia se hai ngay qua v&i minh. Qua nhiéu sy viéc da xay ra. Pau duoi la tir cudc
hop duorc trleu hoi gip rat trong hoi dong thanh pho C6 chu Brown quyét dinh cho Benjamin
di dw cling. “S& t6t cho con,” cd Brown néi. “Con cé thé hoc héi dwoc doi diéu.”

Benjamin ban tin ban nghi, t&i hoi né hi€u ra dé tai ban thao la vé S6i Hoang. Va ding la n6
hoc duwoc nhiéu diéu. Trong d6 c6 mot diéu la nguoi ta thwong noéi doi khi so hai.

Noi s¢ bao trim tda nha nguy nga t6i hom do. Noi so hién 1én trong mat moi nguwoi; noi so
dworc nghe thdy trong nhitng loi néi rén rén va phap phong Benjamin ng01 gitra cha me, ngay
hang ghé dau Gia dinh Brown muén quan sat tirng chi tiét nhé nhat cia nhitng su kién kigu
nhuw thé nay.

C6 nam nguoi ¢ trén buc. Ho ngodi dang sau mot cai ban dai, moi nguoi co mot tap bia ho so
va mot ly nwoc trude mat. Ben]amln nhan ra vi chi toa, 6ng Marchwell uy vién hoi dong 16i lac,
ngwdi thudng hay téi tham truedng né; né cling nhan ra ngwdi hang xé6m sat vach cda Charlie,
Agnes Prout.

Ong Marchwell khai mac phién kién cao bang mot bai dién vin ngan. Ong néi véi thinh gia
rang tatcd ho & day la vi nhu'ng Iy do dong nhat: truéc hét, dé thao luan cach thirc va phwong
tién nham xac dinh “nhitng Am thanh bat thuong” (mot kiéu mo ta roed'm ra vé tleng tru,
Ben]amm nhan ra vdy) phat ra tir bén kia song, va thi hai, dé quyét dinh xem sinh vat cht thé
cda “nhirng 4m thanh bat thwong” dé c6 de doa dén cw dan thanh pho hay khong.

T&i day, Agnes Prout tho 16 cdt loi 6ng Marchwell.

“Pe doa hay khong 4?7 Di nhién n6 de doa mwoi mwoi con gi. N6 la s6i dich xac, quy tha ma
bat!”

Vai nguoi vo tay tAn thwdng con gian bot phat nay. Benjamin hai long 12 ba me n6 van dé
nguyén tay trén dui.
“Chung ta khong biét chac dé 1a séi, thwa ba Prout,” 6ng Marchwell noi.

“Ching ta biét rd ranh ranh,” Agnes dop lai. “Chinh mat toi da thay nd. N6 da can ong hang
xOm cua toi, 6ng Yewbeam. T6i da thay vét thwong. Mot dong mau phut ra tir cd tay ong ay -
mot dong mau han hoi.”

Co6 Brown gio tay lén.
Ong Marchwell hoi chom téi truwére. “Co cd y kién, cd... &, ¢o...?”
“Brown,” me cua Benjamin dirng lén. "Trish Brown. T6i mudn néu bat rang, ong Yewbeam
bdo vdi toi la dng dy bi mot con nguwdi can. Mot... ngudi cb xua, c6 1& vy, nhung chic chan



khong phai la s6i.”

Benjamin tu hao vé me minh qua di mat N6 tham chi con tw hao hon khi me cuong quyét
giit 1ap trudng trudc nhitng 101 phi bang, ria xa tir Agnes Prout.

“Nham nhi. C6 Brown. Phi ly! Hodc 1a 6ng Yewbeam khong con minh man, hodc 1a c6 diéc.

b6 khong phai la nguwdi. Ma la s6i.”

“Néu 6ng Yewbeam & day...” c6 Brown bt dau.

“Ong ta khong c6 & day,” Agnes cwdp 10, “Thé thoi.”

C6 Brown gian dé phirng mat va ngdi xuéng. Chi Brown v6 vo lung cd.

“Hay 1am, me,” Benjamin thi thAm. Me né cu®i véi né mot nu cwdi nhan nhin.

Benjamin ngwoc nhin 1én nhitng bong den sang choang trén tran nha. Chac chdn 6ng ciu cla

Charlie khong thé t&i dw cudc - hop nay dwoc. Moi nguoi sé€ bi chup vo bong t6i, véi mua thiy
tinh bao pht ngay khoang khic 6ng buéc qua ctra.

Ctr toa bat dau phumng phung khi thé. Khap phong nhitng canh tay dua lén rao rao. Nguoi_
nguoi la 6 khong cho dén lwot minh. Bat luc, 6ng Marchwell gio tay 1én nai ni ho hdy té ra van
minh, cho phép moi ngudi nghe nhau noéi.

“T6i da thay n6 & dai 16 Cruckton!”

“Cé nguwoi bao té6i nd & duwong Piminy!”

“Nghe néi n6 dwoc trong thiy & quang trwedng Nha Tho Lon!”
“N6 bat méo an!”

“Va ca cho nira!”

“Sé dén con nit m&i sinh cho coi!”

“Roi tré con!”

“Phai gi€t nd!”

Phai h01 lau tleng huyén nao méi diu bot, nhung 6ng Marchwell 1a nguoi quyét dodn, va ong

da xoay xo kiém soat dwoc phan con lai ctia budi hop. Chi vé cuéi, sw cudéng loan méi ngdm vo
trong vai tiéng noi.

Mot phan quyet duoc dua ra. Ngai thi trwdng sé duoc bao cao vé su birc xtic manh liét ctia
cw dan vé “cai vat” trong dong hoang, theo d6 mdt cudc di sin sé duoc to chirc. Bit budc truy
phai truy kich, phal bat, hoac phai g giét cai duoc goi la S6i Hoang. Vi ban ngay sinh vat dé im
tiéng, nén cudc di san sé& bit dau vao liic sdm t6i, ngay ngay hom sau.

Khi cudc hop giai tan, nhiing t6p nho van con tu tap trén via hé bén ngoai toa thi chinh.
Benjamin nghe thay nhu'ng giong diéu qua khich. Bao luc s6i suc trong khong khi. Trong no
bong dung nghi nhitng con ngwoi dién cudng ndy con nguy hiém hon bat ctr loai S6i Hoang
nao.

Co6 chu Brown lang lang buéc vé nha. Benjamin nhin 1én vé bat binh trén mat ho va quyet
dinh khong hoi han gi hét. Ping vira lic leo 1én bac cdp nha s§ 12, ho nghe thay tiéng tru'sau
tham xuyén qua bau khong khi lanh cim.

Benjamin rung minh. “N6 khéng c6 vé nguy hiém, ma nghe nhw né dang u sau.”

“Budn u uat,” cd6 Brown dongy. “Co gi d6 khong 6n trong viéc nay.”

Nam phit sau, ngoi trong gian bép 4m va sang sua, chi Brown néu lén nhirng gia th1et “The
nay nhe. Ching ta nghe thay tleng kéu tur dong hoang, ding khong? Mot con tha kéu, cé thé néi
vay, mot tleng kéu mang y nghia gi d6. Kéu ctru. Gior 0ng Yewbeam noi ‘cai vat’ tin cong 6ng la
con nglrc‘ri

“Ong Paton Yewbeam khéng ngdc,” c6 Brown chen vao. “Ong néi né 1a con ngudi, va em
hoan toan tin 6ng ay.”

“Anh cling tin, Trish,” ngwdi chong voi ndi. “Anh tin. Cai vat ma cin nay c6 mang diac diém



thg, vi vy, c6 thé c6 maéi lién hé gitra cai vat trong dong hoang va ké tin cong 6ng Yewbeam.”
Benjamin cham cha ling nghe ba me thao ludn. Dugc thira hwéng 6¢ to mo, nghi ngo, ciing

nhu kha nang phan tich, dién giai va linh cAm gip do6i cha me, ban than né hira hen sé tro
thanh mot tham tw tai ba.

“Con c6 mot linh cdm,” Benjamin nai.

C6 chti Brown danh gia rat cao cau néi nay.

“Linh cam, 6i, Benjamin!” C6 Brown t6 ra rat hai long.

“La gi Véy con? Noi di!” Cha Brown hdo hirc nghién ctru vé mat con trai.

“Um... " Benjamin quyét dinh kéo dai sw cht ¥ ma né da 16i kéo dwoc. “O'm, c6 Ian Charlie da
noi voi con vé mot anh hoc sinh, tén la Asa Pike, chwa hé duoc trong thay & hoc vién trong hoc
ki ndy. Anh ta dwoc ban phép thuat, gidng nhw Charlle chi cé diéu anh ta bién thanh thd vao
ban dém.”

Cht Brown gat dAu thi€u kién nhan. “Asa? Phai, ba me biét ciu ta.”
“O'm...” Benjamin nhan nha mot lc. Nét mat luu tam cua ba me né c6 ve rat man nguyén.
“Diéu ba me khong biét1a Asa, mot ngwdi c6 thoi ting ké can Manfred Bloor, om, Asa da giup

Charlie tim ra ba cua no, va con doan 1a Manfred v6 cung tirc gian vé diéu dy, vi vay, rat c6 thé
hin da nhét Asa & dau dé dé tring phat.”

C6 chti Brown nhin con trai v&i vé than phuc va vui mirng khon xiét.

“Benjamin, con noéi chi phai,” chtt Brown ho hdi.

“M6t khi da nhan ra chinh xac tié€ng tru d6, vy con c6 nghi ra caich nao dé citru con vat tru do
khﬁng7" Co6 Brown hdéi con trai.

O diém nay thi Benjamin noi doi ngay tho: * ‘Khong”, trong khi mot y twdng dang hinh thanh
trong d4u n6. Pang sau nd, Hat Dau dang nam ngu song suot trong 0. Hat D4u c6 thé tim thay
bat cir ci gi, Benjamin suy tinh. Néu ngui duoc thir gi thuoc vé Asa, thi con ché bw c6 thé tim
ra anh ta. Benjamin gitr y kién nay cho riéng minh. N6 khong muén bé me no6 giup. N6 mudn
tim thay Asa m6t minh, hay c6 1€ cung v&i Charlie.

“Ching ta phai nhanh chéng lam gi d6 ngay,” chu Brown noi, “khong thi doi san sé glet
thang bé dang thwong do trudc khi ho nhan ra né 13 ai. P& anh sé di gip ngai thi trudng.”

Ong ay khong tin anh dau,” c6 Brown rau ri. Ong 4y von khéng quan tim dén nhirng viéc
xay ra o hoc vién Bloor. Ong 4y biét vé nhu'ng d(ra tré duoc ban phép thuat, di nhién, nhung
ong iy khong thich thira nhan diéu dé.”

“PE€ con sé suy tinh thém,” Benjamin noi.

Tim dugc mot thir thudc vé Asa khong dé nhw Benjamin tudng. N6 phat hiénra rang chua
tirng ai thay cha me cua Asa bao gio. Khong ai biét ho song ¢ dau. Hinh nhw ho khong c6 ho
hang than thich. Bat cir thir gi Asa tirng mic hay ting so vao déu nam siu trong hoc vién Bloor,
mot noi ma nhitng nguoi nhuw Benjamin khéng thé nao vo duwoc. Chac chdn gia dinh Bloor sé
khong s6t sdng tham gia ctru Asa. Anh ta da d6i phe. Ho c6 thé coi anh ta l1a ké chiéu hoi, mot ké
phan boi.

bén lac Benjamin di hoc ve ngay hom sau, doi san da san sang. Hoa ra ca nra thanh phé di
theo d6i. B6n muoi nguoi dan ong trang kién tap hop trén cay cau dan téi vung dong hoang.
Chi huy la canh sat trudng Constable va canh sat vién Wood, mot tay sting clr khoi. Duéi
truwong cua ho lIa mot doi quan tap nham, trong quyet chién trong trang phuc ho 16n - 4o khoat
c6 mi, 4o lién quan, 4o gio, o mua. bau ho d6i nén len, mii trum diu, ma néi va thdm chi ca
nén cao boi. Vai ‘nguoi di ung khong tham nuoc, hode giay thé thao nhu'ng phan 16m di giay bt
da vitng chii. Mot nira quan s6 mang sting sin, con lai cAm dén nhay va dui cui.

Tiéng ho reo vang day khi bon muoi hai nguoi dan 6ng ram rap qua ( cau va queo phai, di vo
con duong mon cdp dong séng. i chirng vai mét, con duong mat hut vo nhitng bui ciy thap
ram rap - clra ngd vung dong hoang.



Dimg trén mot 16i mon bén héng dong song thanh phd, cha cua Benjamin theo ddi toan bd
chién dich. Chu 3 ay tré vé nha trong tim trang triu nang, lo au.

“Khong xong roi,” chii ndi véi vo va con trai khi cd nha an trirng bac va rau bina. “Sé xay ra
tham hoa mat thoi, hdy nh¢ 101 ba noi. Voi stiing ong the kia, thé nao ciing c6 ngudi bi giét
trong vung dong hoang ma chwa chic di 1a ciu bé nguoi s6i.”

Benjamin bat giac nghi dén Naren, ban ctia Charlie. Co bé song v&i cha me nudi trong can
nha nho sau trong vung doéng hoang. Noi d6 1a mot bi mat, tho moéng, la noi bao ton, nwong nau
cua thi bi lac va bi thwong. Liéuné con la bi mat khi ca toan nguoi vii trang stng, ddi cui va
dudc hung hd, dAm dap cay c6i xong dén?

Uéc gi minh ¢ thé ban tinh véi Charlie, Benjamin nghi.

Charlie ngt thiép di. N6 choang tinh thi thiy ai d6 dang lay vai minh.
“Charlie, c6 cai gi & trén twong dang sau anh. Chit.” D6 1a giong cia Dagbert.
Charlie ngoi day, dui mat.

“Nhin kia! Pang sau anh,” Dagbert thic giuc.

Charlie nhin quanh. Birc twong phia trén giwong n6 hién ra chit “Tam biét”. Lot trong mot
mang anh trang, nhitng mau tu run ray, long cong nhw khéng chic minh da xép ding chua.

“Naren!” Charlie néi, quén ca thi thAm. “Em di dau?”

Khoéng c6 thong diép tra loi. Blrc twong van trong khong. Mang anh trang bién mat va cin
phong tré lai béng t6i mit mung nhw thwong 1é.

“Cai gi vay?” Dagbert hoi.



Lot cadi trang clia Asa

Charlie lat sdp nguoi xudng, gid bd ngi. N6 cam thay mot cti thui manh vé lung. “Théi!” N6
cau tiét n6i tham.

“N6i cho t6i vé nhirng chit trén twong,”Dagbert rit ru.
“Khong. P64 la thong diép riéng tw.”
“Toi sé khong néi cho ai dau”.
“Hu!” Charlie dirng day va di vo buong tam. N&u c6 doi co thi hay ddi co & nhitng chd khong
ai nghe thiy-sé an toan hon. Ping nhw n6é doan,Dagbert 10 do di theo.

Charlie dong cira lai. Mdt trang lai lwét ra khoi ddm may,roi dnh sdng vira du cho hai thing
bé trong thdy mit nhau.

Charlie dirng dua lung vd bon tdm. Voi nwédc lanh dang xa lon kéu to t0,don dap. Dagbert
dirng bén canh bon,gwong mit xanh nhot dwéi 4nh trang.

“T6i khong phai la gian dlep Anh biét,anh c6 thé tin t6i ma.”

“Cau gion choi”,Charlie ng01 1én mep bon. “Ciu rinh rip téi nhw do tham,va cdu lam cho hau
hét ban bé tbi quay lung lai véi t6i.”

“Khong phai”.
“Gan vay. Tai sao ciu lam thé?”
Dagbert tut xudng san bén canh buong tam ddt hai ban tay 1én dau g0i. N6 nhin nhitrng ngén
tay dai ctia minh,gio 1én tirng ngén mot,va cudi ciing dan hai tay vao nhau.
Téng, tong, tdng, tong, ti€ng voi nwéc chay trong khi Charlie ch¢ cau tra loi.

Thinh linh,mai toc quan tit cua Dagbert dudi ra,nhw c6 ban tay vo hinh glat manh n6 mot
cai. No tro nén den bong va ep xudng. “Mat trang digu khién cudc doi t6i,” cudi cung Dagbert
noi. Glong nhu thuy trieu vay. T6i thu*ong khon don khi mat trang chui vé6 dam may,té nhat
khi né bi trai dat nuét tron. T6i khong yéu cau anh tha thi cho t6i,Charlie,bdi vi toi ko thé
cuwdng lai diéu minh lam Nhung néu anh cho téi biét vé nhirng chir trén twong dy,toi hira la
khong theo anh nita.”

Charlie ngam nghi 101 dé xuit cta Dagbert. N6 khong can phai cho Dagbert biét Naren s6ng
0 dau. Ngoai ra,néu Naren tam biét, twc 1a c6 bé da roi ngdi nha tranh trong vung dong hoang.
“T6i biét mot cod gai’ ’ Charlie bat dau. * “Tén c6 dy la Naren,mdc du tén that cua c6 ay dai hon.
Mot cai tén nguoi Mong C6. Cha me c6 4y bi chét dudi trong mot tran lut...

Khong lién quan t&i t6i”,Dagbert néi le. “Tiép di”.

“Coa ay la con nu6i cua con trai ldo Ezekiel,6ng Bartholomew,va nguoi vo Trung Hoa cua
ong. Ho song & ngoai thanh pho,hay da tirng sé6ng & dé.”

“Nhung nhitng chit...nhitng chit trén twong d6”,Dagbert sot rudt.

“D6 1a tai phép ctia Naren. Co 4y c6 thé giri thong diép 1én khong trung. Mién 1a rém ctra mé
va trang sang...”

“Gidng nhw 1a nhan tin bang dién thoai di déng7”
Charlie nhan mat. “Khéng phal C6 4y khong can thiét bi gi hét. C6 dy chi c6 chiéc gang tay
clia toi lam thiét bi phat thoi.”

“Ra vay.”Dagbert 4n twong qua.
“T6t hon chiing ta tré lai giwong di”,Charlie néi.



“Chi moi..."Dagbert khong thé noi hét cau. C6 gi Xéy ra v&i n6-no bat dau co giat dir doi.
Charlie bat day,khong dut mat khoi thang bé quan quai dudi san. Nhiing ngon tay ctia
Dagbert tir ttr bung ra,n6 vwon ca hai tay ve phia Charlie.

That kinh hon via,khong thot 1én 161,Charlie khong the cham v6 nhitng ngon tay nhu que
cui,dai mot cach bat tw nhién do, bo1i vi ching bat dau no ra. Mot quang sang xanh la cdy nhat
x6 khoi lan da cua Dagbert madt n6,do6i ban chan tran va hai ban tay cta né ric sang lan tinh.
ThAm chi ca cho da c6 bd do nga bao boc ciling phat sang chap chéi qua lép vai day.

Charlie c6 cwdng lai niém thoi thic phai chay khoi thiang bé phat sang nay cang xa cang tot.
“Cau lam sao vay?”Né lao thao.

Thang bé dudi san run ban bat dén mirc chi 1ap ngap dwoc vai tiéng: “Ll-ii-n-h linh...v-a-tt...
Dwéi...duwdi g01 .toi”.

Chung may giay Charlie m¢&i nghe ra Dagbert noi gl. Mai khi h1eu duoc diéu thang bé dang
dau dén lan 10n muon,Charlie ddm bo vo phong ngu chung va s& soang dudi goi cua Dagbert.
Nhiing ngén tay no cham tring mot hai,ba...bay vat nho ,cung cirng. Quo' tat ca vo bum tay,né u
té tro lai phong tim va chat vat dit chung vo long ban tay ctua Dagbert, co bdp cho nhwng ngon
tay phdt sang bao lay ching. Ndm con cua vang bé teo véi mot con ca vang trong mot tay,va
mot con nhim bién ¢ tay kia.

Dagbert nham mit lai va guc dau xuong. Cham cham,sy run ray nging lai. Tt tir,anh sang
lan tinh mo di. Dagbert m& mat va nhéch miéng cuoi.

Charlie quy xuong trwéc mat né. “Sao vay,Dagbert?”
“D6 1a ngay sinh nhat cda t6i”. N6 li€c nhin dong ho deo tay cia né. “Piang duyt gic. Mot gior
dung.”
“Sinh nhat cia ciu? T6i khong hiéu”.
“Giotoida 12 tu01 T6i ludn biét sé co gi dé xay ra véi minh,nhung tdi khong bao gior doan
dwoc day la diéu gi.’

“Y cau 1a sa0?”Bat chap khoanh khic di thuong nay,du choang s6c¢ va chang hiéu diu cua tai
nheo,Charlie van khéng kiém ché dwoc mot cti ngap. N6 ding 1én va dwa lung vo tudng cho
virng.

Dagbert dirng day,van con hoi run. “Cé nghia la tdi manh bang cha t6i. Anh cAm khong duoc
néi voi ai. Mot sinh linh ciing khong. Tuyét nhién cha tdi khéng duoc... Chwa nén biét. Anh hiéu
ch?”

“T6i hi€u. Va toi hira khong ndi véi ai.”Charlie lai ngap. “Ca hai hay gitt loi hiva day ch&?”

“Dong y,”Dagbert nghiém trang.

Chung lui hui tréo vé  giwong. biéu cudi cung Charlie muon trwdéc khi ngt thiép di la vé nhap
nhay ctia nhirng linh vat bién.

That nhe nhdm biét chirng nao khi thay ba bép trudng trong bita sang hom sau. Trong ba da
gan gan la ba nhw cii. Ba c6 mot tin can bao cho Charlie. Chdm nguoi qua quay,ba thi thim,
“Benjamin,ban con,da lién lac véi ta.”

“Ben!” Charlie thét 1én.
“Suyt! B6 con mudn toan thé gi¢i nghe thiy a?”
“Con xin 16i”,Charlie I nhi.

N6i chuyén v&i ba bép trwdng luén phai khéo leo,ddc biét la khi dang x€p hang linh phan an
sang. Hén la Billy & ngay sau Charlie va Fidelio & dang sau thang be.

Ba bép trwong nhoai xa hon khoi quiy. “No muon con tim quin ao gi d6 ctia Asa Pike. Viéc
nay lién quan téi tiéng tru. Con c6 nghe thiy tiéng siing n6 dém qua khong?”



“Co”,Billy dap.
“Con mudn cho sira vé chdo yén mach khong,Charlie?” Ba bép trudng hoi khi cé hai dira con
gai dung dinh di ngang qua.
HC(’) a"
“Co moOt ddi di san”. Babép truong rot stra vo to cho Charlie. “Ta nghe nodi ho da ban trung gi
do. Hi vong khong phai la nguwdi nao ching ta biét.”

“Y ba mudn néi 1a...?"” Moi chuyén bong nhién sang t6. Charlie buwdc ra mot chiéc ban. Rat
cham,va chdm,n6 gan két cac sw kién lai véi nhau!

Khi Billy va Fidelio t&i ngoi cung ban VO’l nd,Charlie thi thao. “Chic chan la Asa & ngoai vung
dong hoang. {t nhat 1a Benjamin nghi vay.”

Billy gat dau,lo phoJam nhw n6 dang mai nghl gi d6. “Em ciing nghi thé. Chinh vi thé ma Ben
can quan ao0,dé Hat D4u c6 thé danh hoi tim.”

“Chiéc 40 khoac véi nén ci duy nhat ciia Asa & khoa Kich,”Fidelio néi. “Olivia & khoa Kich.
Cho nén né c6 thé tim dwgc.”

“Em biét cai 4o khodc cii d6,”Charlie né6i,kha la xtc dong, ‘Asa c6 bao gid cai trang thanh
cong ddu? Em ng anh iy du thit. Em phai gitp anh 4y.” N6 khong ndi Néu Olivia chiu lang nghe
em.

Dagbert bung t6 chao ctia né dén ban bon ching. “T6i ngbi ddy nha?”
Fidelio cwoi toét. “Khong dwoc phd mui ca hom nay thi cé thé dwoc”.
Mat Dagbert van tro khic. “Cadm on”. N6 ngdi xudng gitra Charlie va Billy.

Charlie liéc trém no. Khong mot ddu vét anh sang lan tinh quai g& nhw da phat ra tir Dagbert
dém qua. Thuyc té trong no hoan toan binh thuong dén ndi Charlie ngd nge minh da mo canh
twong trong budng tam.

Khi Charlie dirng 1én,Dagbert khong dé y. Khi Charlie roi cang-tin,Dagbert khong di theo. N6
cling khong lén dén gan Charlie khi két thuic budi tip hop hay vo phong dé 4o khoac xanh da
troi. Vay ham y la n6é dang gitr 1oi hira?

“Tui minh hay néi chuyén véi Olivia lic nghi giai,” Fidelio dé nghi khi cung Charlie di t&i 16p
tleng Phap.

“U"”. Charlie khong ham néi chuyén v&i Olivia,nhung né cha nghi ra dwoc y gi hay hon.

Du sao Emma dd nhdn xét dung veé Olivia. bung nhuv Emma dy doan,Olivia da chan tro thu
ghét Charlie roi. Mdt khac trong Charlie ban tam ban tri d&n mitc Olivia td mo mudn biét cé
chuyén gi ma sao lai vay. Chinh Olivia chi dong dén cho Charlie va Fidelio trong gior nghi giai
lao dau tién,chir khéng phai nguoc lai.

Charlie thé phao. Nhitng 1o xin 16i d3 mong mong trong dau né. Gi¢ thi n6 d& phai phién
toai lwa loi thich hop.

“Dang 4y dang Am muu cai gi vay,Charlie Bone?” Olivia hdi tinh bo,vira xoay ngudi thuc
hién mot dong tac mua trén mat san phu day swong gia.

Pirng ngay dang sau Olivia, Emma cudi tuoi roi.

“That ra t& t&éi dinh nho bo moét viéc,”Charlie danh bao noi.
Olivia lai xoay ngwoi dirng trén ngdén chan. “Cé dang khong?”
“Sw gidp d& ctia dang 4y?”Charlie lung ting.

Fidelio lién ra tay giai ciru. “Co viéc bon nay rat kho6 lam xong néu khéng c6 em,Liv. Vi viy
tui nay khang dinh sw giup dé cia em rat dang gia.”

Nu cuwoi ngoac trén mat Olivia. “Té phai lam gi?”

“Tui minh cin tim quan ao Asa da tung dung dé hoa trang,”Charlie noi. “T¢ chac chin noé cé
& khoa Kich. B6 biét cai 40 khodc,cai mii cii va b ria mép thay ghé ctt hay roi ra dé ma.”



B1et roi.” Olivia dam doi giay danh cop vao nhau va nhay 10 c0O t@i lui. “Anh ta tirng hay dan
long may gia nita. Roi ca doi giay bot bi [ing 16 bén trong.”

“0,ding,ding,” Charlie hap tap. “Quan trong 13 bd cé biét ching dwoc cat & dau khong?”

“Biét chir.” Olivia rot cudc cling chiu ding im. “Hau hét trang phuc duoc cattrong tang
ham,dwdi nha hat. D& bita trua té sé di 1dy cho dang dy. Khi d6 c6 nhiéu thoi gian hon.”

“Tuyét,Liv!”Charlie hét om.

Fidelio hich né. “Con diéu khoan ntra,Charlie. Nh& khong? Vay em mudn gi khi gidp tui
nay,Liv?”

Olivia tron mat ngg 1én troi. “O,em khong biét nita, A, c0. Mot thsnh keo mém s6-cd-la cla
ong Onimous...va...dang 4y phai cho t& biét tai sao dang &y mudn c6 do cua Asa.”

Charlie lugng ly. Dao nay n6 rat hay dan do ,khong dam chac minh c6 thé tin cay ai. Fidelio
khong e ngai nhu no. Anh ké cho Olivia nghe vé tiéng tru dang xa,Benjamin gia thiét dé la
Asa,va Hat Piu c6 thé tim dwoc Asa néu nglri dwg'e mui quin do cia anh ta.

“Vay 12 néu t& tim dugc do thi té cé thé di vo dong hoang cung véi dang dy?”

“Néu tui ndy cé thé di ciing bd v6 phong Trang Phuc,”Charlie ndi,bat dau thiy hoa mat vi
nhin Olivia quay tit hoai.
“Dugc. Chirng ndo dang 4y vo vung dong hoang?” Xem ra ciing da chong mat,Olivia lao dao
durng lai.
“Ngay mai. Sang sém. 7 gio.”
“To sé co mat.” Olivia khong cudng duwoc quay mot ct chot khi tleng tu va ruc lén vang dong
san choi. “Hé,nhin kia,’ con nhé néi. “Dagbert Endless két than v&i Gabriel Silk”.

Ki la nhwng diang vay. Charlie thiy Dagbert va Gabriel vai sat vai di v6 ctra virdn,tro chuyén
say sua.

“Chic tai mit trang”,Charlie Jam bam.

“Ha?” Fidelio hoi.

“Khong c6 chi”.

Emma dang mim cudi,nhwng Olivia lai n6i, “Nhin d6i chim uyén kia.”

Nu cu0i roi khoi mat Emma. Tancred Torsson va Tracy Morsell dang thong tha di qua san

swong gia lam nhw khong hé c6 tiéng tu va. Canh tay Tancred quang qua co Tracy,ban tay anh
om vai chi,va Tracy nhin Tancred nhw thé anh la chang trai duy nhat trén coi do.

“Gap rut 1én,hai ngwoi!” Fidelio rong vang,mac ké sw tinh 1a ho hoc trén minh mét 1ép.
Tancred va Tracy chang doai hoai gi.
“Ho khong nghe anh dau”,Charlie néi. “Pi,dua t&i ctra nha.”
“Té tdi trude tién”, Olivia thét dm,lao veéo di. “C4 mot thanh s6-coola mém nira”.
Bon con trai phéng theo con nhé,nhung Charlie nhan thay buéc chay cia Emma rat thiéu
nhiét tinh. Olivia thang tran ca cuoc,diu chang dira ndo nhan 1o thach d6 ctia no.

Lop kich thuong hoc ¢ trong nha hat cua trwong. Chinh tai noi day c6 Marlowe,trweong khoa
Kich,cho ra doi nhlrng xudt pham noi tiéng do chinh c6 viét kich ban san xuat va dao diéen. Co
13 mdét phu nit nhé nhan,linh loi,mit chi chit nép nhin,d4u tich cau biét bao cdm xtc khong
ngung di qua do. Téc co thlrong cot dudi ngwa,dwoc mo ta la toc mudi tiéu,hodc noi mot cach
khac la ndu va xam,va c6 hay quang khan mau sac ki la,vay nhung dai,va giay bot da 1on tuy
theo tong mau quan ao cua co.

Hén lam sao,Olivia la hoc tro cung cua c6 Marlowe,cho nén khi c6 bat qua tang con nho voi
dam ban mo vd khu Phuc Trang,c6 khong néi tran 16i dinh nhw ddng ra c6 phai thé.

Nhiing birc man nhung ndng chich kéo ngang qua san khau. Va khi Olivia mé& canh clra sa
phia cudi san khau ra,né khong biét c6 c6 Marlowe dang ngdi mot minh trong gian phong toi



om,nghién ngdm v kich ké ti€p ctia minh.
“0i! Ai d6?” c6 Marlowe titc t&c chay 1én cau thang bén hong san khau va ngé vo bitc man.
“Olivia! Em dang lam gi d6? Con hai cau nay...cac cau dau thudc khoa Kich.”
“Xin 101 c6 Marlowe. Tui em xin 16i”. Fidelio to ra dé thwong khi no muon. “Tui em khong
blet cO & do,chir khong th1 tui em da héi roi a. S0 la,em vira mai viét xong mot ban nhac kich
ma tui em sé biéu dién vao he nay,trong vuon nha Olivia”-con nhé tré mat 1én,di nhién-“nhung

em mudn héi xem c6 thé muon mot s trang phuc dwoc khong. Olivia da dinh di héi co ,nhwng
ban 4y khong tim thay c6 & dau.”

Charlie va Olivia nhin Fidelio tran tran,than phuc qua x4. Lam sao anh chang xoay x& nghi
ngay tirc khac ra dugc motli do hay d&n thé?

bBuong nhién c6 Marlowe rat an twong. “Vé& nhac kich! Tuyét diéu!” C6 rén lén. “Co hi vong
em s& moi co. DI nhién em muon trang phuc dwoc ma ,nhung nho cho cb coi em muwon nhitng
b0 nao dé c6 con ghi vo s6” CO rat daura ,nhung chép mat lai 16 dau vao,ddn thém. ‘Can than
ddy,cac em. Mot trong nhitng béng dén bi g& roi. Duwéi dé toi 1dm day.”

“Tui con 6n thoi, cd Marlowe,”Olivia tuoi cuoi. N6 ddt mot ban chan xuong bac thang gl va
bt dau di giat lui xuéng can phong phia duéi. Charlie theo sau. Fidelio di cudi cling.

Olivia bat mot cong tac va mot bong deén treo ngay trén dau n6 vut sang mét khoanh phong
gan ciu thang Nhitng td go thong cao dung thanh hang dwa v6 mot bén tuong,trong khi hang
16 hang l6c ruonghom va gio dan bang cdy dwong liéu xép ra téi tan gilra phong. Phia bén
kia,mot hang cot da cd xua tao nén nhitng hoc thut t8i,khong thé thay duoc gi.

“Chd d6 dang ra phai c6 mot bong dén nira.”Olivia chi 1én trdn nha & cudi phong.
“Hi vong d6 cla Asa khong ¢ do”. Charlie khé rung minh.

“khong,no o dang nay”,Olivia noi chéc nhw dinh déng cot. “Cha phai kiém lau dau. Co
Marlowe rat dé cao tinh hleu qua. Coi nay,moi thir c6 déu dan nhan cd. Tat ca quan 4o cua nam
1900-2000 & dau nay. Ching sé& cii Iui dan cho téi chd dé da gau va do dong kho...

“Trong béng tdi’,Charlie noi.
“Nhiéu d6 qua”, Fidelio reo lIén. “Anh nghT minh sé viét mot vé nhac kich that day”.

Olivia chon ra ba cai rwong va de nghi moi dira ki€m trong mot cai. Mot tam thé dé “1900-
2000. Ao khoac. Nam” liing lang & qual cua tirng cai rwong.

Charlie 1a dra d4u tién bat ngwoc nap rwong lén. N6 1ui ban ra,thét ré 1én khi mot con bo
canh cirng to xu phut qua thanh ruvong.

“Clr cho* mot biy doi phut ra thi biét”,0Olivia cwdi ngat nghéo.

Charlie liéc toi nhitng mang | t0i ddng xa,r6i nhin man den kit dang sau hang cot. Liéu do tri

tlrcmg twong cua no,hay la co giloe 1én trong ay7 M3t mot con doi,hay ring nanh béng nhoang
clla mot con thu? N6 rang tap trung tim quan ao trong ruong.

Chinh Fidelio 1a ngudi tim ra 4o khodac clia Asa. “Pay roi. Anh nhan ra né & bat cir dau.” N6
16i ra manh 4o dai,rach ru¢i ma Asa tirng hay mic dip cudi tuan,khi di rinh rap cho Manfred.

“Gior dén né6n!” Olivia n6i,m& mot cai ti dan nhan “1900-2000. M. Nam”. M6t bikc twong
mii hién ra bén trong tu.
Charlie nhao t61 gitip. Nhung chiéc mii lwdi trai cia Asa khong c6 trong dam mi qua dwa,mi
phét,mi vai,mi pamana,va hang ha mii quan doi treo trwéc mat chung.

Olivia mé& canh ti thit hai. “A,c6 co may hon”,con nhé tuyén bs,dao khip hang mii bi nhay
can lam nham.

Charlie vo lay mot chiéc mii vai tuyt cli mém ling nhiéu 16 bén trong. “Ctia Asa!”. N6 la Ién.
“Té biét cai nay”.

Ching quyét dinh khong kiém giay lam gl Va lai dong giay bot den trong cai nao cling glong
cai nao. Charlie m¢ nap mot thung thiéc de * ‘Rau quai non, Van van” 1én,nhung co nhiéu bo rau
qué dé ma luya. Sau d6 né doc nhin trén mot cai ti dé “Mit na”,lién ngd xem. Bén trong deo

'"



mdt na du chung loai:mat thu vé,sang 14p lanh,den thui,trang bot,so ngudi,chi hé,cac loai
ma,ma ca rong,quai vat.

“Chao 01'" Fidelio kich dong qua,no giat ra mot chiéc mat na dé twoi Jong may den va miéng
Vapg chée. “Pay l1a tit ca nhitng gi anh can. Mot v& nhac kich mit na. Anh sé& viét mét vé cho
coi.

Hai dira kia gitp anh chang chon thém muoi chiéc mat na nita-ba con thig,hai con quai
vat,mot mat nguwoi trang,buon thiu,mot '6ng day mun com, hai ci vang 6ng vamot cai den si co
doi mat vién vang. Cai cudi cling nay g(rl Charlie lién twdng t&i birc twong ngdi tim hup trong
tién sanh. “Tui minh ra khéi ddy mau”,n6 giuc gia.

Tleng tu va ric lén ding ltc ching leo 1én téi san khau. Charlie cudn 4o khodc va nén thanh
mot nui chat va keo dwoi nach. N6 nhin nhirng bac thang tdi Ian cudi,sau d6 Olivia dong ctra
sap lai.

“Cé phai khoa khong?” Charlie hoi.

“Khong. N6 khong bao gior khda. S cé nguwori c6 thé bi ket dwédi dé”. Con nhé cwdi hich hich.,

‘Trong can phong bén dwoi ching,co ke khap khleng chui ra tir sau nhitng hang cot. Mot cai

gid duwong liéu kéu cot ket Khi phal chiu strc nang cta cai khéi khoac 4o choang den,Jom khom.
Co ro trong bong t6i,né nguyén rda Charlie Bone ,lp di ldp lai.



Cay cau bt trac

Chiéu thir Sau, Billy Raven bong d6i y. Thang bé bao véi Charlie 1a né sé khong nghi cudi tuan &
nha Charlie nita.

“Anh twé'ng em mudn giup tui anh tim Asa,” Charlie noi.

Billy cham rai thao day giay bo cua nd. Chung dang ng01 trong phong dé 4o khoac xanh da troi.
Charhe coi doi giay da bong cua no. Cu01 cung Billy néi:

“0 trong viing dong hoang. Tat cd mudng tha. Khong phal 1a em khong thich thu vat, em thich
chit, nhung chiing n6 kéu ghé qua - bao nhiéu thu don vo6 mot noi nhw dong hoang, mbi loai
noi bang mot ngdn ngtr khac nhau, nghe bum, bum, chat, chat trong tai em. Em thich & lai day
voi ba bep truong hon.

Bon tre sang toi lui trudc mat chung, dira nhay qua giay, dira bo 16m cé6m dwéi bang ghe dira
tim quan cdc, 40 so mi bi that lac. Charhe cui sat xuong Billy. “Em con dé Rembrandt ¢ nha
anh. Ngoai Maisie sé ban 1én cho coi.”

Billy coi giay ra va ng01 nhin trao trdo vao ching. “Cé 1é ba Maisie sé mang né t&i diy va dé né
lai chd ba bép tru*on .

Charlie nhtin vai. “D& anh héi ba xem sao. U'm, anh di xép gi6 do6 xach day, gap lai em thir Hai
nha

“Chiic may man, " Billy dap.

Charlie da loay xoay giau xong m¢ do cua Asa dwoi day gio. Vé dén nha n6 16i chiéc ao khoac
v&i cai non cli ra va tdng vo ti quan 4o cia minh. Benkamin rung chudng ding lic n6 xuong
lau dung bira tra.

“Hai con dinh lam gi thé&?” Ngoai Maisie hdi khi hai thang buéc vo bép. “Trong mat cac con ghi
ro nhumg am muu voi chuyén tham hiém kia.”

Vay a?” Benjamin l6ng ngong so 1én cam.

“Nhin cac conla ta biét ngay, ca Hat Pau nita.” Ngoai Maisie bat d4u luc loi td lanh tim cuc
xwong day thit ma ba da dé danh cho con ché.

Charlie khong chic minh nén tiét 16 bao nhiéu cho ngoai Maisie biét. N6 khong mudn lam ba lo
ldng. “Bon con c6 mdt ké hoach nho nhé cho ngay mai,” né néi bang quo. “Cho1i trén tim véi
Hat Dau.”

“Thé a'" Ngoai Maisie thay cuc xwong cho Hat bau.

Ho ngoi xuong dung bira tra. Ong cau Paton thuong khong xuong gio nay, cho nén Charlie
khong qua nén nao. N6 c6 thé noi chuyén riéng véi ong cau sau. N6 muon loi khuyén ctia 6ng
vé du tinh chung sap thuc h1en

“A quén, 6ng cau cta con di roi, ' ngoai Maisie bao, bay ra banh lda mach méira lo.

“Dl"" Charlie buot miéng kéu. ‘ Ba noi di la di dau?”

“Viéc gi s6t vo 1én thé, Charlie. Ong 4y ra bién nhu thudng 1& 4y ma.”

“P& tham 6ng c6?” Charlie héi.

“Dung vay. Khong duoc hé mot loi voi ba Bone diy, nhé khong. Ching ta kh6ng muén mu ma
toi do va quay tung calén.”

“Da,” Charlie [Am bam. Charlie liéc Benjamin, ro rang thang nay ciing dang nghi nhu né. Mac du
khong mong doi Ong cau Paton sé di cung v6 vung dong hoang, nhung chac chan ching ciing
an long phan nao néu 6ng biét vé cudc phiéu lwu va san sang ra tay giai ctru néu co gi bat trac.
Benjamin da bon chon 1am réi. N6 luong Iy khong biét c6 nén noi cho bame mmh biét minh di
dau khong. Charlie cwdi trdn an né. “Fidelio sé di v&i tui minh, lai ca Olivia nita.”

“Ua?” Benjamin khong biét nén mirng ré hay buc bdi. Olivia qua 1oe loet so véi gu thAim m§ cia
no

“Ta thay coi bo nghiém trong hon tro tron tim roi day,” ngoai Maisie nghi ngo. “Ta hi vong cac
con khong lam diéu gl dai dot.”

“Khéng cé ti dai dot ndo dau, ba Jones a,” Benjamin nghiém trang.



Mot gidy sau chudng dién thoai reng. Trudc khi ngoai Maisie nhic may Charlie da c6 cam giac
thac thom la rac roi thr hai sap ndi [én.

“Dién thoai cua con nay, Charlie,” ngoai Maisie goi.

Chan Charlie 1ét bét v6 hanh lang

“Twoi 1én coi, Fidelio, ban con goi ma,” ngoai Maisie trao 6ng nghe cho Charlie.
“Chao, Charhe tin Xau day, giong Fldeho phan chan.

Charlle thé dai. “Gi day? bung noi 1a nay mai anh khong thé di a nha.”

“Xin 10i, Charlie, anh quén khudy mat. Anh da hita véi ba anh vé budi hoa nhac nay roi. N6
thudc tua lu'u dién mua he. R4t, Tat quan trong. N6 c6 thé tao bwéc ngoit cho sw nghiép twong
lai ciia anh...

“U’ w,” Charhe u ri. “Puoc roi, than dong, tui em sé phai di ma khong c6 anh.”

“Thé cudi tuadn téi thi sao?” Fidelio d& nghi.

“Qua tré. Asa khdgn chirng da bi thwong. Chung ta phai tim thiy anh 4y vao ngay mai.”

“Hodc da chét.”

“KHONG!” Charlie phan ddi. “Em khong tin anh dy chét roi. Chiic bubi hoa nhac thanh cong
nha, Fido!” N6 dat 6ng nghe xuong

Ngoa1 Maisie nhin Charlie véi vé lo thit rudt khi né quay lai ban. “Cai gi ma chét chéc vay?” Ba
hoi.

Charlie quyet dinh cho ba biét mot phan nho sy that. “Tui con dang noi vé Séi Hoang. Fidelio
nghl c6 thé né chét r01 Tui con da nghe tleng stung dém qua.”

“Do la tleng sung sdn,” ngoai Maisie noi, “Nhung theo nhu ta duoc b1et thi ho khong giét dwoc

con gi ca. Pung ban tam, ta chua nghe thay tiéng tru hai dém nay roi.”

Charlie va Ben]amln nhin nhau.

Vao sang thtr Bay Charlie thttc day vi mot tleng g0 nhe trén 6 kinh ¢ ctra phong né. Trod van toi
om om, thoat dau n6 twong la tuyét dap vo ctra s6. Pén khi nhin ra thi thiy Benjamin va Hat
bau du'ng bén duoi cot den duong.

Charlie mdc d6 4m nhat cua minh vao. Trwdc khi roi phong, no day cai 4m den v6 sdu hon
trong ggaafm giwong. Cai 3 aAm nong lén kh6 cham v6 - du khéng da nong dé lam no bi phong,
nhung chac chan la nong hon nhiét do phong. 'Néu day 12161 canh cao, Charlie nghi, thi gio
minh ciing chang thé 1am gi dwoc voi nd. Charlie dao mat khap phong tim con bud'm trang,
chiéc - gdy phép cua n6 bién thanh - ké canh gac cin phong cho né. Cuoi cung, Charlie ciing thay
no trén thanh ray treo rem, doi canh chidm bac dung thang dirng nhw canh budém.

“Chic t¢ may man di,” Charlie noi.

Con bwém xo0e canh va dau xuong vai no.

“B6 duorc chao don di voi tui to,” Charlie noi. “Rat vui mirng.”

Pén Iic n6 mé ctta ra, Benjamin da c6 Olivia nhap bon. Con nho dién 4o khoac thuy thu bang
len tho, giay bot da nang chich va khan quang soc quan may vong quanh cé.

“San sang cho bat ctr viéc gi!” Olivia hat kiu lo khi n6 x6ng v6 hanh lang.

“SSUYTT!” ca Charlie 14n Benjamin déu nhac né.

Charlie hat &nh métlo lang 1én lau, dinh ninh la ca hai ba ndi, ngoai sé uia ra khéi phong ho,
nhung may thay, chac ho van con dang ngu say.

Olivia gio 1én mot chiéc ba 16 vat bai dé chéi, thi thao: “P6 dn dd cho ca tudn & day ne. To da
tan cong tu lanh 'nha té& trwdc khi di. Té bdo véi me té 1a té qua choi nha Emma mot ngay, diéu
do cling dung mot phan, DU gi me té phai lam viéc va téi dém Chu Nhat méi vé nha.”

Charlie quyét dinh tw mang do an 1dy. Olivia thu@ng dn nhiing thirc dn la lung, mang nhirng cai
tén kho phat am. Nhon chan divo bép, né quay ra voi mot goi banh b1ch quy va xuc xich nguoi.
N6 nhét tat ca vo ba 1o clia nd, dan 1én trén 4o khodc va mii ca Asa. “Di théi,” n6 néi.

Khi chung roi khoi nha, mot hang anh sang xanh lét bat dau hiénra phia trén doi xa, nhung khi
ching gan t¢i dong song, anh sang nhoa dan va ca bon bi quang tom vé man troi xam mo.

Co hai cay ciu bic ngang qua sbng - mot cay cau sat ¢ xwa, nho hep ma héi dong thanh phé
da khuyén cdo la khong an toan deé s dung, con cay kia du'o'c xay bang da virng chai, rong, an
toan tuyét doi. Chrrlie da dung cay cau sat de di tham Naren nhung hom nay no chon ciy cau
da. Khong viéc gi phai lam kho stir mang giai ctru cua ca bon.

Hat Pau duong nhu ciing biét c6 nhiém vu dang chd minh. N6 chay ding trwdc, im ru ga ru,



khong mot tiéng stia nao vudt ra khéi miéng. Chi c6 cai dudi ngic ngoac cat luc 1a biéu 16 su
kich dong ctia nd.
Vira bang qua khoi cau, ba dira tré vo con dwong mon ma chi vai ngay truoc doi di san da hanh
quan vo canh dong hoang Olivia 16i cay den pin to su ra khoi ba 16 cua no. Ludng anh sang
manh tw cdy den giup ching thay dwong qua nhiing bui cay vién thap quanh khu rirng. Mot khi
xa khéi mé ngoai de v0 sau trong ring, nhitng bui mam x06i va c6 thé nham quang dan di.
Ching tham chi con tim thay mott] 161 mon hep.
Giyr da dén ltc tung Hat Pau vao hanh dong. Charlie 10i dong 4o choang v&indn tir trong ba 16
ra va chia vé phia chu ‘ché. Hat bau hit ngri. Chot no trulén mot tiéng va lui phat lai. Thu vat
ludn so Asa — mot sinh vat 1a ngudi ban ngay, 1a thi Iic troi t6i khién ching ludn lo ling va
hoang mang. Ban nang mach bao chung phai tranh xa loai nay.

“Tim di, Hat Dau,” Benjamin do danh ‘Di ma. Tui tao cAn may gitp dd.” N6 giat dong do tir tay
Charlie va dit xudéng dat, vo vo. “Hat Dau, tim di.”
Hat Dau than trong san 1a1 gan m¢& do. N6 hit ngtti - ci 4o khoac truoc roi dén cai nén. N6 lai
tru rong 1én, va roi, bat than, phong di khoi, chay doc theo 16i mon hep, thinh thoang lai phéng
kh01 161 mon ma suc 530 trong co, roi lai chay tiép.

“N6 bat dwgc mui roi, Ben]amln la 16m, dudi theo chi ché ctia minh.

“Chac chan né di tim thay gi do,” Olivia tan dong, chay theo Benjamin.
Charlie h6t mii 4o 1én va chay theo ca bon. N6 ngac nhién sao Olivia co thé chay nhanh thé, ca
Benjamin ciing nhanh khong kém. Anh sang tir cdy dén pin cta Olivia lia loan xa, ch6 nao cling
soi toi, ngoai trir mat dat, thanh thtt Charlie thay minh chéch choac khéi 16 mon, ddm sam vo
cay c6i va lao dao Vap day day leo.
C6é mot tiéng thét & dang trudc, roi lai mot tiéng nita. Qua tré, Charlie tong Am vo Olivia, trong
khl con nho va inh vao Benjamin.

“Té lac né r01 ’ Benjamin noi.
Mot trang sua dang xa thic ca bon lai lao toi trudc. Mai cudi cing, mot tia sang le 16i bat dau
thdm qua canh cay. Tiéng sta doi huong Ca bon durng lai, nghe ngong. Luc cho nay, luc cho Kkia,
lap tiec Hat bau & khap moi noi. Ching roi khéi 16i mon va ludn sau vo rirng cay, dé roi chi bi
keo giat lai vi mot tleng sua nira.

“N6 tréu gheo tui minh,” Olivia than phién. “N6 khéng thé ngtri gi hét. N6 chi dua choi thdi.”

“Cé the,” Ben]amln noi.
Vai phut troi qua. Tiéng sua ngung. Chung cho va cir cho. Khong co gi. Benoamin goi con cho
cua minbh, nhwng khong co tleng sua dap lai.
"An chut gi di,” OllVla noi, chuyeén cho Charlie mét thanh sb6- co-la,

“Té khong nudt noi,’ Ben]amln noéi. “Chic Hat Dau gdp nguy rdi chir khong thi né da quay tré
ve. NO ludn ludn tréd vé khi té goi ma.”
Khi anh sang mua dong bat dau rang khap vung dong hoang, mot lubng gi6 buot thdc 1én, tiéng
am u, lac rac cua canh trui la nhan chim mot tieng tru & rat xa.
Da dau ctia Charkie ron 1én. “Pé 1a céi ... vat hay Hat Pau?”

“Khong . chic,” Ben]amm dap.

“Du la gi tui minh nén tim h1eu no thi hon,” Olivia noi. “Gi thi gi, d6 1a 1 do tui minh & day kia
ma?” Dan dau, con nhd sap ngwra qua 16i mon, trong khi bon con trai cdm c6 dudi theo.
Charlie khong chac 16i mon sé két thic & dau, khi nao, nhu'ng né dan nhin ra da lac mat dwong
r01 va gio chung dang di theo Olivia trén 1o trinh ma tAt ca phu thudc v6 con nho.

“Minh chd biét Olivia c6 b1et cau ay di dau khong?” Charlie noi voi Ben]amln

“Biét chi,’ Olivia dap lai. “Thinh giac ctia t& dat mot tram phan tram va té& biét tiéng tru vong
toi tr hwong nay.’
Luc nay ching da & noi rAm rap dé S@ cua vung dong hoang. Cay cOi sin sit dén do mat troi
thip chi lot duoc vai tia sang li ti xuong mat nén phu réu.
Olivia du'ng lai va bon con trai du6i Kip con nhoé. “Té dang cho mot tleng tru nira,” con nho noi.
Tic thi mot tiéng tru niva vang lén. Nghe duc nghet, thé thiét, cang lic cang gan, cho toi khi Hat
P4u bat thinh linh ban ra khoi bui rAm va lao b t&i bén chiing. Long né dinh bét hat cé,tai day
nguoc ra phia sau va mit dén dac kinh so.

“Gi vay, Hat Pau?” Benoamon dm chit citng cd con ché. “May di tim thay gi?”



Hat bau gir mot tleng gian di, rén vang. Nhat dinh khéng mudn tré lai noi né vira x06 ra.

“Chicné da thay gi do roi?” 011V1a hoi.

“Pa tim thay gi do, t& nghi Vay, " Charlie noi.

“Chi cho tui tao di, Hat Dau.” Benjamin cd chui qua mang bui rdm trudc mit.

Hat D4u cii gam dau gw t1ep Chotnd nhay chdém chém vong quanh bon tré, lam nhw ¢ ngin
khong cho bon chung thay cai thir ma no vira tim thay.

“Puoc roi, Hat P4y, tui tao phal tim ra n6 ma!” Charhe hay dau con ché b di r6i 10i im vé dam
canh thap, cho t&i khi né va bon kia dirng trong mot mang trong nho, c6 nang mat troi. Mot
dun 14 khé vong 1én & chinh gitta; mot u dat twa nhw ndm md. Mot b6 hoa giot tuyét cim & mot
dau u dat.

O’ dau kia trang trong, mot khoi hinh ngoi thup gitra dam ré cay go ghe Nhanh nhu chép, cai
hinh hai d6 quay mit lai bon chiing. Khong nghi ngo gi vé cai chét mii hoang di va mang tran
thap 16ng la. Do 1a mot trong nhirng sinh vat da can Ong cau Paton.

Bon tré hon xiéu phach tan. Ching chic mam sé thiy Asa, hoic chi it 1a thdy con thtianh ta
blen thanh.

“Nguoi ... nguoi 1a ai?” Charlie tién sat mot bwée nira téi sinh vat no.

N6 g Charlle roi khoc thut thit.
OllVla chup canh tay Charlie. “Plrng lai gan no

“Khong sao, Liv.” Charlie gat tay con nhé di. “Coi kia, no ...a,ba a ay (ban nang cho no biét do la
mot phu nlr) . sé khéng lam hai tui minh dau. Ba 4y dang budn tham. C6 18 ba 4 ay vira m&i chon
ai do xong.”

“Asa?” Benjamin thi thao.

Charlie buwéec lai gdn ngwdi phu nit va ngdi xdm xudng triedc mit ba. “Ba c6 biét Asa Pike
khong?” No héi nhe nhang.

Tt twr, ba ta quay dau veé phia né. Nhin sat trong ba khong den n01 dang so. C6 vé hién lanh
trong do6i mat Vang, va mot lam dong tién trén go ma tai xam cda ba.

“Toi la me Asa.” Giong ba yéu &t va khan ddc.

“Bo 1a ...” Charlie ngoai nhin lai nam mo.

“Cha ctia Asa.” Pbi mit Vang cuia ngwdi phu nit trao dam Ié.

“Nguwoi ta da giétong ay7 Charlie héi.

Nguwoi phu nit e ngai ngudc nhin 1én khi Benjamin va Olivia nhich téi gan hon. Khong tién dirmng
cao phia trén ba, bon chung ngoi quy ; gbi xuong dang sau Charlle

“Chau la Charlie Bone?” Nguoi phu nir thd hdt ra ndo rudt. “Do chdu ma ...” ba nhin nAm mo va
d01 mat lai dam dia.

“Chau rat tiéc neu chau da lam gi khién bac gap tai hoa,” Charlie néi.

Ba lai thé dai. “0, o. Nhlrng chau khong thé lam khac dlrcrc phai khong?”

Olivia bo lai gan hon. “Asa chua chét a?’

Nguoi phu nit 1ac dau. “Toi Kkhéng biét. Bon ho da bat né, da nhot no. N6 bi cam tu trong mot
cai hang, khong thé thay ddi hinh dang tir thd thanh nguoi, vi noi dé toi tam, vay day. Chiing
t01 mang do dn cho né Va bao no dung tru, nhung n6 khong thé kim noi.

“Va sau do doi di san tO’l Benjamin noi.

“Varoi doi di san téi,” giong ba théu thao dén ndi ching khong nghe duorc.

Charlie e dé néi ti€p, “Vay la doi di san da giét chong bac?”

Nguwoi phu ni bat dau run ban bat. Giong ba liu riu nhw chim, nitc ng, ban tay nhirng ngon dai,
xu 16ng che ldy mat. “Ho da glet ong ay. Giét roi. Ong 4y c6 danh lac huéng ho ra khoi con trai
minh. Mot phat sing no vang, 6ng ay nga xuong T6i da kéo 6ng 4y vO bui ram, lay canh, 1a phu
1én dé ho kKhong tim thay 6ngay. Nhung cai ga ban 6 ong ay da tan mat thay 6 6ngay nga xulng,
thdy mat dat loang mau noi ong chong toi nghiép cha toi guc ngd. Han nghi dng dy Iét di chd
khac roi chét, cho nén ho da bo di roi.”

Vay la ho khéng tim thay Asa,” Olivia noi.

“Ding thé. Nhung khl toi toi, dlnh bao voi contraila chano da .. . chét,” ba nhiam mat va guong
mat nhan nham lai, “thi Asa da dau mat. Hang ctia n6 trong trom, canh ctra chdn song dé mo
khoéa. Bon ho da chuyen no tm noi siu hon trong long dat, toi biét thé, dé tiéng tru cua no
khéng con bi nghe thiy nita.”



“Bon ho 1a ai, bac Pike?” Olivia hoi. “Phdi bac la ba Pike khong a?”
Nguwdi phu nit 16 vé ngac nhién. “Ping, dé 1a tén t6i.”
“Gla dinh Bloor bt Asa phai khong a? Charlie hoi.

“bung, bon chung.” ba han hoc.

Bon tré nhin nhau. Ching né di gidi cttu Asa, nhwng héa ra lai tim thdy me anh ta, ngudi xem ra
can dwoc giup do khong kém gi Asa.

“Chau ngh1 tui chau nén dwa bac tO’l noi ... dé€n ndi an toan nao do, bac Pike a,” Charlie noi, “bé
de phong d01 di san tré lai. Nha cda bac @ & dau?”

“Xa, rat xa.” Ba Pike bong khat kha khat khudng. “Khong thé tré vé, khi ma con trai clia tdi &
day, bi nh6t dau dé.”

Olivia dlrng 1én. “Bac Pike g, bac khong thé & trong vung dong hoang duorc. Bac sé bi gio thoi
chét mat. Va nhu Charlie noi, rat ¢ thé doi di sin sé tré lai.” Gior da biét tén ngudi phu nit,
Olivia néi nhw thé ba 1a mot nguoi ban.

Ba Pike tra 10i bang mot nu cuoi thiéu nio. T01 khong thé bwéc noi. Téi bi nga khi chuyén
chong t6i. Mat ca chan cha toi bi treo riat nang.”

“Cang luc cang té hon,” Ben]amln lam bam.

Hat bau trulén thong thié€t. N6 van & dau kia trang trong, khong hiéu chuyén gi ma nhon nhéao
vay.

Charlie mai miét suy nghi. Chi c6 mot noi duy nhat ching c6 thé dwa ba Pike t&i: quan Ca Phé
Thu Kién

“Chau ble% nguwoi sé cham séc bac,” Charlie n6i. “Tén 6ng 4y 1a Onimous. Gior chdu sé do bac
day. Olivia, qua bén kia giup bac Pike.”

B4 Pike khong phan doi khi bon chiing x6c¢ ba dirng ddy trén cai chan lanh lan, nhung ba rén
tham thiét khi ching kéo ba ra xa khoi nam mo.

Ching quyét dinh 1 khong tro veé 16i cay cau da. Gio nay 16i di d6 nhon nhip nguoi qua lai. Chun
budc phai dung ciy ciu sat nguy hiém. Khong ai trong chiing nang 1am, néu cin than thi c6 thé
bang qua an toan. Quan Ca Phé Thu Kleng khong xa cau, va néu may man chdng sé t&i noi
trwoe khi ai d6 nhdn ra con nguoi ky quai ca nhdc gitta chung

Chung tim lai dwoc 16i mon, va chang bao lau sau, khi ring cay bat dau thua di, ching thay c6
hai hang cotrao gbé xuxi & dang truéc. Charlie biét ca bon da t&i ngdi nha cta 6ng
Bartholomew Bloor. Khu bao ton thd hoang. ) ) ] ]

Diu ba Pike, chung 1t v6 manh sin tirng c6 1an day ap tha. Gio ddy vang tanh vang ngat.

“Day 1a dau?” Olivia hoi.

“Ban t¢, Naren, song ¢ day,” Charlie néi. “Cha ban 3 ay khong giong nhu nhitng ngwoi nha Bloor
khac. Ong ay ghet hi. Ong ay cam thay an toan khi _song tach biét thanh pho nhwng van gin lau
dai cia Vua bo. Ong muon gilt bi mat noi nay. Chac 6ng da cung gia dinh roi di ngay sau khi
nghe tiéng doi di san tién vo viing dong hoang.”

“T6i biét ho,” ba Pike néi khan khan. * ‘Ho rat tot voi ching toi. Toi xem di, cau bé. Coi chirng ho
da di that chua.” Ba  gidy khoi Charlie va dya v thanh hang rao trén cung.

Charlie chay toi ngdi nha va nhin qua ctra s0. Cai ban con do, ca hai chiéc ghe nhung mon thi
khac déu b1en mat: Tranh anh treo trén twong, bong den, Am dun nwéc, n6i niéu xoong chao,

bo tach strva do luu niém ma 6ng Bartholomew da suu tam trong nhlrng chuyén chu du day do
cua minh. T4t ca déu khong con.

“Khong con ai & do Charlie néi, buwéc tré lai nhém nguoi.

Ba Pike lai rén ri. 01 khong, khong ROi ho sé ra sao? bay la noi rat t6t, ho rat tir té.
Bat giac Charlle hleu ra tai sao ba Pike lai quan tam dén ong Bartholomew va gia dinh & ong dén
thé. “Ba da song & day phai khong?” né noi.

Ba Pike gat dau. “Of trong nha kho, mot thoi gian.” Tt sau trong cuéng hong ba bat ramot am
thanh Ky cuc, dau ba bo téi trwdre va ba bat dau tuot luét xuodng dat.

Olivia chup 14y ba, vira kip ltc. “Bac 4 ay xiu roi. Ai dé tay bac A ay mau. Sé khong dé dau.”

bung la khong dé. Lam sao c6 thé nhac va kéo ba Pike di t&i tin ciu, Charlie khong bao gio
biét. Nguoi phu ni t6i nghiép hoi tinh lai, 1ét di duoc mot chit, sau dé xudi lo trong canh tay
chungd nhw mot xac chét. Cudi cung khi chung toicay cau, Charlie dau nhtr toan than, va né
thiy bon ban ciing nhtr t& hét nhw minh. Thé nhung noi khé khan cta ching xem ra méi chi

N



bat dau.

“Kho6ng an toan,” Olivia tuyén bg, nhin tran trdi vo thanh sat méng manh khuit 14p trong
swong mu.

“Duocma, Liv. Minh da di qua nhiéu lan r6i,” Charlie néi. “Benjamin ciing thé ... cd Hat Pau
luon

“MAy nguwoi dién roi,” Olivia kéu 1én.

“Do la cach duy nhat Benjamin chi ra.

“Thé con bac 3 ay thl sao?” Olivia nhin ba Pike tua odn trén vai Charlie.

Lam nhw dé tra loi con nhg, mot man swong gia cudn vé phia chiung, 1a da trén song. Gio thi
chiing khong thé thay gl dang tredc hon mot mét. Olivia hucr huo cay den pin chan man
suongddang X0 t&i. Chang xuyen thung né duoc ti naog. “Vo phuwong,” con nho van vi.

“Tui minh phai mo duong ma di,” Charlie hang hai néi. Rot cudc can pha1 c6 nguoi lac quan
chtt. “Pi di. Benjamin, b6 di trwedc, mdt tau vin lan can, tay kia nam duéi 4o minh dé dan duong
cho minh. Minh sé di g1at i va kéo bac Pike, con Olivia di cudi cung dé canh chirng bac Pike
khong ngd lon qua bén ..

“Va kéo ca dam tui minh theo lu6n,” Olivia n6i thang thirng.

Khong dira nao nghi ra k& hoach nao hay hon, thé&1a ching bat dau doan duong cam gobanwg
qua song. Chuing chi nhich dwoc vai mét thi Benjamin thet that thanh. “Tay vin mat roi ... t&
khong thdy ... khong thé thdy gi hét. Swong qua day va . .€0 g1 d6 khong biét.”

Charlie chop lay doan thanh vin cu6i cung truwéc khi mét chh bi gay. Tleng gam ru xoc day tai
no, va né kinh hoang khi thay nuwdc doi lén chan minh. Khong thé thé nay dwoc, né nghi. Dong
song it nhat phai muoi mét bén duoi cau. Lam sao né dang lén t&i tin day dtmc N6 suwc nghi
t&i tro dim chét nguoi cia Dagbert.

T1eng i & chap chon cua Olivia vong toi Charlie. “Chan té wot siing roi ne. _Song nay co thuy
triéu 1én xudng khong d6? Pang 4y nghi, day 1a thoi diém dic biét trong ndm ma nwdc dang
cao hay khong?”

Charlie thi phan van liéu day co phai la thoi diém de noi déi. N6 biét con song nay khong cé
thay triéu, nhung né can phal gitr vitng tinh than ctia cd bon. “Cé thé,” n6 4m w. “Tui minh phai
bo thoi. Vay an toan hon.”

“Nhung nhu vdy sé wot hét. C6 khi chét dudi,” Benjamin rd rit. “Té khong biét miéng tay vin
tiép theo & dau, hodc néu c6 thi... 0i ... 0!

Mot quang sang bat ngo toa ruc khu virc xung quanh chung.

“Con buwém cua cau d6,” Benjamin thét. “Coi kia, Charlie! Trén dau cauli.”

Charlie nguwéc 1én. bung that, ddp don khéng trung phia trén né 1a con bwém trang, doi canh
bac phong ra nhitng ludng sang ruec ro.

“Cam on!” Charlie n1n tho. “Minh chang biét lam sao néu khong co b0, Clearwen!”

“Td thay tay vin roi,” Benjamin hét. “0". Nam dworc roi. Pi nao, Charlie.”
bén gio, tat cd ba dira ‘dangbo bang dau g01 Vay la tot. Charlie cam thay minh bay vé phia
dong nwdc. Mot tay n6 tim chat ba Pike, con tay kia, n6 bau chat canh cta cay cau.

S¢ dong cirng nguoi lai, Benjamin khong thé nhich thém buéc nao. “Tui minh chét dudi mat
th01 " no thét gao.

“Plng vay néu tui minh khong di tiép!” Olivia thét 1én.

Dang sau con nho, Charlie nhan ra hinh thu den den ctia Hat bau, dang bo cham rai ban bung
vé phia ching. Cay cau bat than nghiéng di doi. C4 dam thét riim troi khi bi troi tudt ludt trén
cau, quynh quiu bam vo bat ki cai gl chop duorc. Co tleng tru hai hung, khi Charlie nhln qua
than hinh séng swot ctia ba Pike, n6 thay OllVla mot canh tay qudp chat vo thanh cau, tay kia
Vong 6m chat chan ba Pike. Bén kia con nho, cay cau trong tron.

“Phai Hat Pau tru khong?” Benjamin thet. “N6 c6 sao khong?”

“Pi di, Ben,” Charlie gam gur.

“Khong thé. Minh rét mat.”

Ca li sé rot, Charlie nghi, rdi tit ca bon sé roi doi.Né mwong tuwong Hat Pdu dang viing vay
chong lai dong nwoc hung di. Cha chang sé chang cam cu duoc lau.

T tir, cdy cau chao tré lai, téi khi thang vé nhu ci. Ca bon ché mdt cu giat nita. Khong xay ra.
Bong nhlen thanh sit bén duéi chuing tré nén chic chin va vitng chai. Khi Charlie dirng 1én, né



cam twong chan minh bam vo cau nhw c6 luc tlr. Tuy vay né co6 thé di chuyén kha an toan.

“B0 c6 cam thdy gi khong?” N6 go Ben]amln B

“Co. Co. Gio minh thay an toan roi,” Benjamin dap. “Pa c6 thé thiy bo bén kia, cho con buém
cua b6 dang bay.”

“Oa!” Olivia du'ng hoi dang hai chan ra. “Ky diéu chwa. Nhin nay, chian bac Pike khong con 1€t
dwéi cau nira.
“Tui minh di di!” Charlie ngan ngai, rau ri llec nhin khoang trong trén cau dang sau Olivia. N6
thay chénh chaongd vi thuong tiéc. Bay gior ca bon c6 co hoi lén dé song sét, nhung Benjamin
sé& phan ng thé nao khi n6 phat hién Hat Pau da roi xuéng séng?
Vung dong hoang van chim lim trong swong gia day ddc, nhung man swong dang lui khoi mat
nwéec, va Charlie c6 thé thiy dau kia ciy cau, n6 nheo mat lai, rang déi ra xa. Liéu c6 tin duoc
nhu’ng gl nd dang nhin thiy kia khong?

Dang ay nhin gl thé, Charlie?” Olivia hoi.

“Cé ai & dau cau dang kig,” Charlie khé noi.
“Dau" Olivia quay lai. “0, oa!”

“Chdng phai t& nhinTam ch:?”
“Khoéng, Charlie,” Olivia s¢ sét. “T¢ cling thay ong ay
Hinh 4nh d6 rit mo. Hau nth nhoa trong man troi xam xit, ngoai tdm 4o do6 choi, khong nghi
ngo' gi, hoac chlec mii giap \ vién bac véi chom mii do ruec.

“M6t hiép si,” Charlie lam bam.
Ben]amln ngoai nhin lai. N6 qua tré d€ nhin thay hiép si, bdi vi ngai da bién vé man swong. TAt
ca Benjamin thiy 1a ciy cAu tréng 16ng.
“Hat Bau dau? NO ROTROI!” Benjamin gao 1&én. N6 lao trén ciy ciu, nhay phéc téi mit dat kho
rdo va chay doc theo bd s6ng, canh dong nwéc xody trao.



Toc Ngwo'li Merromal

Tleng nhon nhao da khuiy dong ba Pike. Gidt minh ngoi bat dy, ba ngo ngac. “Chuyén gi
thé ha?”

“Con ch6 ctia Benjamin roi xuéng song, bac Pike a,” Olivia bao. “Gio Benjamin dang chay di
tim ngd.”

“Dwéi do u?” ba Pike thir ra nhin nhung bot séng trang x6a sui ung uc trén dong nwdc. “N6
chét dudi mat, thang bé tdi nghiép.”

“Ban 4y c6 6c xét dodn ma,” Olivia trdn an ba. “It nhat chiing ta dd an toan réi. Da, chi con
mot quang nita thoi, la chung ta t¢i noi.”
Charlie nghT Benjamin an toan. Tuy nhién me ctia Asa can dwoc gitup d& hon bat ki ai khac.

Ba Pike c6 nhay ca nhic nét quing dwong con lai qua ciu, nhung phai vin vo canh tay
Charlie dé leo nhirng bic thang 1én duwong cai.

“Charlie Bone, c6 anh sang & trén dau cau,” ba Pike ndi khi ho 1én t&i dinh déc.

“A phai, cay diia phép ctia chau d6. Ping ra né tirng l1a diia phép ctia chau. N6 da téa sang dé
gilip chung ta bang qua cau.”

“Plia phép...” ba Pike noi xa xam. “That hiru ich.”

Lé&i dan v6 thanh pho hep ti, c6 hai hang cay cao 13n hai bén. Mot khi 1én t&i dudng Doi Cao
thi chi con mot quang ngan la téi quan Ca Phé Tha Kiéng.

Thanh pho sang hom d¢ 1o do. Swong mu ddc quanh va lanh, khong ai cha y hai dira tré va
mot ngwoi khap khenh mat glau kin trong mii trum dau B Pike khong di nhanh dwoc nhuwy
Charlie, nhung cudi cung ho ciing ré v con hém rai so6i tén 1a hém Ech.

buing & mé dau hém Ech, quan Ca Phé Thu Kiéng tréng co kinh. Khong ai biét né toa lac & do6
bao l4u roi, b&i vi né dwoc xay han vo birc twong day da chin tram nam tuoi. Phia trén ctra so
treo mot tam bién vé 16n ngon 16ng, mong vuot, dudi va cdnh. Ai khong mang theo thd cung
déu khong dwoc phép vé quan. May sao, Charlie quen than vé&i dng ba ch.

Giola 10 gior, Quan thwong mo cira lic muoi rudi. Charlie nhin chuéng. DI nhién, khong co
lo1 dap. Chu quan, 6ng ba Onimous khong thich khach dén sém. Ho sé m¢& clra theo dung
nguyén tac.
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Charlie nén thinh thinh vé ctta s6, kéu inh 6i. “Clru véi, 6ng Onimous, nhanh 1én, lam on!
Ba Pike khé rén mot tiéng roi chim nghim xuong dat.
“Ong Onimous, nhanh nhanh 1én,” Charlie gao. “C6 mot tai nan.”

Canh ctta mora dot ngdt va mot ong ho phap, do len vang, ding ngo chong choc xuong bon
ching va réng om. “Bon bay biét [a quan khong mé téi chimg nao muwdi rudi co ma.”

DPay 1a Norton Cross, ngwdi gac cira, hoidc vé si, nhuw cach Charlie hay goi. Bon phén cta
Norton la ngan khong cho ké khéng c6 thu vo trong quan.

“Pay la treorng hop khan cap, chi Cross,” Olivia kéu 1én.
Norton khoanh tay lai trwérc nguc. “Tha cung dau?”

Charlie khong dap.

“Ta nghi chi may goi con bwém dé la thu cung,” Norton néi.
“U'm...” Charlie 1 6.

“C6 mot con trén dau chd may,” Norton noi.



“A dting. Thi cwng cta chau do6,” Charlie dong y.
“Con c6?” Norton hdéi Olivia.
“Chu lam mat thoi gian réi,” Olivia buc boi. “Chau khong cé...

Vira ldc d6 c6 mot tiéng rén tir dwéi dat vong l1én. Ba Pike dirng ddy trén bon chan va bo téi
truérc. Ba ngwdc nhin Norton. Anh ta It ban lai, cirng ham luén.

“Thi vd di,” mai roi anh ta méi ldam nham.

Olivia va Charlie gitip ba Pike dung day va kho6 nhoc 16i ba v6 quan. Tho hong hdc, ba buéng
xudi dé dwoc 1ai di qua quan, quanh qua quay va vo nha bép.

“C6 khach,” Norton vira thong bdo vira kéo giat tAm rém dang sau quay.
Gian bép dm cling nha Onimous bao gio cling tiép thém tinh than cho Charlie. iy chinh Ia
noiba con meo ta tuc khi ching khong ra ngoai thuc hién nhirng phi vu quan trong. Khong c6
vét tich gi cho thay chung dwoc goi la nhirng con meo Itta. Hom nay ca ba dang ngu trén noc tu,

ba cai du6i day sang ruc thong xudng bén hong thanh hinh nhiing diu chdm hoi ngwgc. Mot
con mau vang, mot con mau cam va mdt con mau dong dé.

Ngay ca .6ng Onimous ciing c6 nét hao hao giong thu. Nguoi nho tho, tron trinh, ram long,
rdng sac, va mong tay dai nhon hoac, 6ng go1i trong tam tri nguoi ta vé mot loai gdm nham
cuon minh thu lu. Con Ve vo ong, ba Onimous d6i nghich hoan toan voi chdng. Ba cao x4p xi
hai mét, téc lwa thua, cé cai mili dai chua tirng thay & con ngudi nao.

Khi ngwoi khong- -han-la-ngudi tp ténh di vo nha bep cua ho, gia dinh Onimous khong hé
dong day mot soi long. V&i ho, ba chi la mot sinh vat toi nghiép nita, ré rang la dang can tro
giup.

“Ngoi xuong day, xin mai,” ba Onimous kéo mot chiéc ghé ra cho vi khach ctia minh.

Ba Pike ng6i chim trong ghé, thé phao ra va guc dau xuéng ban.

“Chung ta cé ray ra gi day?” 6ng Onimous hoi.

Olivia dap, “Bac day duoc goi la bac Pike. Bac 4y bi trat mat ca. Nhung tui chau can st dung
dién thoai ctia 6ng, dng Onimous. Rat khan cap. Hat Dau da chét dudi va Benjamin dang di tim
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no.

“Dong song dang 1én,” Charlie thém. “Cao t6i tan cau Coi chirng Benjamin ciing chét dudi
ludn. Va chau nghi co 18 minh nén tré lai tim ban ay.”

“Chao oi! Hay ctr ch¢ ddy, Charlie Bone.” Ba Onimous chay téi dién thoai cta quan ca phé.
Charlie va Olivia c6 thé nghe thay tiéng ba cao giong lac quac trong khi chling ding chd, bon
chon & hai bén ba Pike.

Chua day mot phut sau, ba Onimous tré lai, ve lo lang ‘Canh sat noi khong cd bao cdo nao
vé dong song dang cao ca. That ra canh sat Slngh con de y thay nuéc can chua tung thay khi
6ng ta qua cau sang nay. Va néu c6 mot thang bé tim cho thi diy 1a viéc cia nd. Cha me né phai
bao cado né mit tich thi cdnh sat méi ra tay lam gi dé.”

“Song dang cao ma,” Olivia tu'c gian. “Nudc tran qua chan chau. Giay chau van con w6t day
né. Chau da thiy né... trir phi...

“Dagbert-ké-dim-chét-nguoi,” Charlie néi khé.
Olivia trd mat nhin no, kéu to: Dagbert!

“Bon nho, coi giay ra va doc bén 10 di,” 6ng Onimous bao, “Xong roi ngdi xuéng noi cho ta
biét vé ngwdi phu nit tdi nghiép nay.” Ong gat dau voi ba Pike.

Charlie va Olivia thao giay va vo w6t ra, dem dat bén bép lo. Nhung khi ngoi xuong Charlie
khong sao giai thich ranh mach véi 6ng ba Onimous vé nhiing gi dd xay ra. N6 thac thom lo s6t
vo cho Benjamin. Vi vdy nén 'Olivia 1a ngudi ké 16 dai dong vé Asa bi giam ham, doi di san va
phat sting bin chét dng Pike.

“Quan sat nhan!” ba Onimous phan nd. “Chi vi nguwoi ta...” ba li€c mai téc dd, thé cirng cia



ba Pike, “la nguwoi la, that vo cdn cv. Du 1a ai hay 1a cdi gi, giét ngudi van 1a gié’t nguoi.”
“Chau déng y,” Olivia tan thanh. “Nhwng chau khong nghi bac Pike muon ra tay hanh dong,
kién cdo hay ba goi la gi cling dwgc. Chau thi chau nghi bac 4y khong mudn bi nhin thay.”

Ong Onimous nhe nhang vé vai ba Pike. “Gi¢ ba dang ¢ bén nhirng ngwoi ban. Chung toi sé
lam nhiing gi co thé cho ba. C6 mot phong a am ap o bén tren quan. Ba cir dén day chirng nao ba
muon. Ching toi sé tim ki€ém con trai ba, néu cu iy van..

Ba Onimous lwom chong va lic dau lia lia.

“Toi cho 1a bon chung da gidu ciu ay O noi t01 tam nao do va.. ong Onimous nhan mat, dua
tay 1én bit mdm, co hd vira bat ra mot y nghi. “Oi troi oi, toi tu hoi...

“Ong biét anh dy & dau a?” Charlie hai.
“Néi cho tui chau di,” Olivia hét to.
“Khong thé duorc, cac chau. Phai can nhic da.” Ong Onimous ngbi xuéng va xoa xoa cai cam
rau ria cia minh.
Nhiing 101 cua ong co tac dong den ba Pike. Ba ngoc d4u 1én, nhin quanh moi ngui, d6i mat
vang khap khai hy vong. “No, Asa cua toi, c6 thé dugc ctru?”

“C6 thé, ba a,” 6ng Onimous ndi chic chan. “Nao, bay gio ba noi gi do vé ba cho chung t6i
biét di - lam sao ba toi thanh phd nay? Th 16i cho tdi, nhung dwong nhu ba la nguwoi la & day.”

Dung thé,” ba Pike chap hai tay lai v&i nhau, “Lam on cho tdi chut nwéc.”

“Oi, dau 6c¢ toi nghi di dau thé nay?” ba Onimous voi phong toi am nudc. “Ba uong tra thao
dwoc nhe mot loai thirc uéng hoi tinh. Va banh nhan hat, c6 Ié 1a nho khé nghién va gia vi ting
lwc.”

“T6i cling dinh dé nghi thé ddy,” 6ng Onimous néi, ldy mot cai ly tir td bép. “Nhung truéc
tién, hay uong chut nudc da.”

“Va mot it ddu dong d€ chuwdrm mit ca?” Olivia dé nghi.

“Pau déng. Ta thay chau ciing biét ddm ba diéu roi d6, Olivia.” Ong Onimous dit ly nuéc
tredc mat ba Pike, sau d6 moi trong ti d6ng ra mot tai dau.

Trong khi ba Pike dugc cham soc, Charlie dirng ddy. Benjamin van lan can trong tam tri no.
Ai do6 phai di tim Ben]amln Nhung khi Charlie vira ra cira, ba Pike bat dau noi, giong khéu

khao, kéo no6 quay lai. R6i hdu nhw vo thirc, n6 thdy minh da ngoi xuéng tré la1 va lang nghe
mdt cau chuyén la thuong.

Loi I€ tudn ao at khéi miéng ba Pike nhu thé ba da kim nén suét bao nam roi, chi chuc cho
dén lic c6 thé ké vé gia dinh minh, va Ve cai noi ki la ma tir d6 ba dén day.’ Chung toi song &
noi ma nguoi ta goi la chon bi nguyén rda, nhitng khu rung, hit thé voi nhitng bi mat trong
khong khi. T4t ca bat ngudn tur Cafall- Ho6a-Thu. Ngai la mot trong nhirng ngwoi con cua Vua Do
- ngwoi con doc ac ay. Nhung Cafall da cai ta quy chinh, cac vi biét roi day, mot cach hoan toan
dot ngot. Chlnh vao mot trong nhitng lic bit than hoan lwong, ngai da tron chay khéi lau dai.
Qu st dang song & do va ngai khong thé chiu dung thém dwoc niva. Thanh thir, ngai dong
buom ra khoi va tinh c& tim thiy viing dat Merromal. Merromal la mot dan toc nhlrng nguoi
glong nhuw t6i. Vang tran nang bi bi cua ba Pike hoi nhich 1én, va ba nhan mit nhéch ra nu
cuoi. “Khoéng phai tat ca  nguoi Merromal trong déu giong nhuw tdi va 6ng Pike. Mot sw cudn hut
14n nhau da kéo ching t6i lai v&i nhau.”

“Roi Cafall cuwdi mot c6 vor nguoi Morromal, va ho sinh ra mot nguoi con trai. Day chinh la
khi sy thay doi bat dau. Ptra tré 1a mot cau bé vao ban ngay, nhung dén t6i lai 1a mot con thu.
Viéc cir thé kéo dai, thé hé nay qua thé hé khac.”

Ba Pike hup soan soat may ngum tra thao duoc. R6 rang ba c6 nhleu diéu nira dé noi, va
nhiing khan gia hao hitrc vanim lang, cho ba noi tiép. Charlie lich sw cti nhin xuong khi ham
rang khong 16 clia ba ngoam vo chiéc banh nwéng nhan hat, nhung Olivia khong kim néi cai
nhan mii.



That mat long mat da khi dugc lang nghe cham cht,” ba Pike phuii vun banh khéi cam va
tiép. “Toi s& ké cho cac vi nghe vé gia dinh t6i.”

“Xin vui long,” 6ng Onimous gat dau sot sang

“Ching t6i dua con trai minh dén vuong quéc nay cach day muoi lam nam. Nguoi Merromal
khong gioi di d6 day, nhung ching toi, dng Pike va toi, Khao khat mudn thay nhleu honnita vé
thé gi¢i ma tat ca ching ta dang song. Toi nghl cacvi han 14 dang thac mac, v&i hoc van cla
minh thi lam sao ching t6i dén day dwoec...” Ba nhin quanh ban, nhung khong ai thira nhany
nghkll nl}u* vay vira stot qua dau minh. Ba Pike mim cuoi. “Um, dé toi ké tiép. Pay la nho vao
sach vo.

“Cafall mang theo mot quyen sach vi dai cua cha ngai, khi ngai roi khoi lau dai, n6i vé nhitng
truyén thuyet than ky. Ké tlr d6 ching toi lién tuc suu tam thém nh1eu truyen thuyet nh1eu
trang viét nira. Ching toi c6 nha in... o, ding vay. Ching t6i co thu vién, rat nhiéu thw vién. Hé
mot ngwoi Merromal di chu du dau do ho ludn mang vé nha thém nhidu sach, nhiéu dé tai,
nhiéu trang viét, nhiéu y twdng nira. Chung toi la nhirng nguoi rat c6 gido duc, mac du doi khi
con cai chung toi thay kho khan véi viéc hoc & treong. Nhu treong hop xay ‘dén véi Asa nha
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tol.

Charlie nh¢ lai Asa ctr thi rot 1én rot xuéng. No cho ba Pike tlep, nhung lic nay ba dang déc
10ng vao viéc an uéng. Ba 1én tat ca chd banh con lai vdé miéng va nhai ngdn ngiu.

“Thém banh nira nhé, ba Pike?” ba Onimous lat dat cat thém may 1t banh nita va ddy dia
banh qua ban. “Nao, Charhe Olivia. An di. C6 nhiéu 1dm dé.”

Charlie mirng vi ba Onimous la ngwoi dau tién 1én t1eng, vi vay pha tan bau khong khi kho
xt. N6 nhén 1dy mot lat banh, doi ba Pike nudt hét roi hoi. “Tai sao bac lai g&i Asa vo hoc vién
Bloor, bac Pike?”

Ba nhin no kinh ngac. “Chtr n6 con di dau nira? b6 1a noi Vua bo tung séng, noinhirng dira
tré dwoc ban phép thuit dén hoc. Mdc du chinh xac ta khong thé goi tai wong cia Asa la tai
phép dwoc. Nhung chung toi cam thay no thich nghi, dwg'c mot thoi gian. Manfred Bloor dat n6
dwéi dbi canh bao boc clia anh ta, cudc séng da kha tét cho Asa... vardi...” giong ba truot di.

“Ro6i anh 4y dbi phe,” Olivia chen vao. “Anh 4y da gitp Charlie tim du*qc cha.”
“Gia dinh Bloor sé khong bao gi¢ tha thit cho Asa phai khong a?” Charlie rau ri héi.
Ba Pike v0 ban tay Charlie. “No6 da lam diéu ding dan. Khong phai 16i ctia chau, Charlie Bone
a. Ching toi tw hao Asa cua chung toi da giup chau, da chong lai nha Bloor. Nhlrng chung toi

khOong ngo sw tra thu lai tan khéc dén vay. Néu Manfred khong bi thuwong nhu thé...” Ba nguéc
1én nhin ba con meo.

“Toi biét,” dng Onimous nhin theo &nh mat cda ba. “That khé tin ching c6 thé 1am thé véi
mot con nguoi.”

“Chang da tirng 1a bdo,” Charlie thu thé. “Ch& 6ng nghi gi?”

Tat ca moi nguoi nhin lén ba cai dudi ryc ré, va Sw T, con meo cam, tinh gidc - lam nhw né

cam thay co ngwoi dang nhin minh vay. N6 dudi chan mlnh ngap, roi nhin canh twong bén
duwdi bang con mat vang lanh dam, cao ngao.

“Chau cha thay tiéc thuong gi cho Manfred,” Charlie noi. “Han da thoi mién ba chau siu dén
nodi 6ng dy khong bao gio tinh gidc néu khong cé nhitng con méo kia.”

“Chung t6i biét,” ba Onimous noi.

Co mot dleu Charlie mu6n hoi ba Pike. Xem ra diy la thoi diém thich hop. “Bac da dén L ngoi
nha Vang ctia chdu cach day mot tuan, phai khong bac Pike? Chau nghi chau da thiy bac &
ngoai dudng, khi 6ng cau chau... 3, khi béng dén dwong né tung.”

Ba Pike quay qua nhin Charlie. Dworng nhw ba s hai. Miéng ba giat giat va tay ba bat dau run
ray “D6 la nha chau a?” ba thi thao.

“Noi do da ting la nha chau,” Charlie stra lai. “ Luc nay chau khong song & do, nhwng chirng
nao ba me chau di nghi vé, va tho xay stta chita xong... 6, thoi. Chau xin 161. Charlie khong thé



ndéi ti€p vi ba Pike c6 vé rit phién nido. Ba vui hai tay 1én che mat va toan thin run dir doi.
Ba Onimous quang tay 6m vai nguoi phu nir dau kho. “Roi, roi. Charlie khong c6 y mudn hai
ai dau, toi chac chan day.”
“Chau that sw xin 16i,” Charlie néi lac ca giong. “Chau khong cd y lam ai budn hét.”

Ong Onimous ldy mot nam khin glay tlr cai hop trén tran bat dia ra va dua cho ba Pike. Ba
giat 1y xap khan, chdim mét, chui ma va hi miii um sum. Khl tit ca cac viéc do da dwoc lam
xong, ba théi run, thang vai lai Va noi, giong cwong quyét. “To6i khong thé choi duoc. Chau dang
dwoc biét sw that Charlie Bone.”

Charlie sitng s& tru¢c thai do thang thin bat than cia ba Pike. “Cam on,” né lJam bam.

Lai moOt sw im lang ch¢ doi khi ba Pike chAm mat va hang c6 hong lan nira. Rui thay, bau
thinh ling Ian nay bi Olivia pha v&. Khong thé chiu ciang thing 1au thém nita, con nhé khan nai.
“Sw that thé nao, bac Pike?”

Ba Pike nhang 4nh nhin qué trach vao con nhd. “Tdi sip ndi day,” ba nat.

Olivia mim cw¢i ngwong ngung va tut lut voé ghé caa no.

Cao giong Ién may nac, ba Pike tuyén bé. “Ching t6i bi ham doa.”

Tat cd moi ngudi sitng so, trudre khi cd 101 cdm than nao dwoc thot 1én, ba Pike tiép. “Cé mot
g tén 1a Weedon da bit Asa dang thuong. Han bat thang bé di va nhét né vo trong bong toi.
Khi con trai chung toi khong vé nha, ching t6i da toi hoc vién, luc do rat tré roi, nén khong ai
nhin thay chung t6i. Gia dinh Bloor bao chung toi sé nhan lai con néu ching téi tim dwoc thi
ho mudn: mot cai hop, kham xa ctr. Ho doan no ¢ trong nha cii ctia chau, Charlie. Chung toi da

Iung suc ting li tung ti trong do, quyét tam khong thay hop thi khong tré vé. Khong hop, khéng
con, ho da noi vay.” Ba Pike nudt danh wc va lai hi miii.

Charlie ch¢ ba tré lai cdu chuyén, nhwng khi khong thay, né hoi. “Bac c6 thay cai hop doé
khong?”

Khong mot tam hoi,” ba Pike thé dai. “N6 khong co 0 trong ngdi nha do, toi thé vay. Lao
gia, Ezekiel, bao ldo blet Lyell Bone, cha cua chau, da glau no, Charlie. Nthng khi Lyell bi é ém

bua, chu a ay quén sach vé né. Chac hin ho sé khong bao gior buoc chd 4y néi ra né & dau. Nhung
gio chii 4 ay tinh, ho so chd 4y dot nhién nhé ra noi minh da cat né.”

“Chac chan né phai c6 gia tri lam,” Olivia kich dong.
“Céi gi d6 cuc ky quan trong,” ba Onimous dong tinh.
Chong ctia ba thém, tram tw. “Van dé song con. Oi trov, 10 to1.”
“Cai gi dd, Orvil?” ba vo hoi. “Trong 6ng nghiém trang thé.”
Ong Onimous cuwoi nhe rang, nhung khong co st thuyét phuc. “T6i chi nghi vé van thoi,
chang c6 gi hét.”

Charlle nhan thay hinh nhw minh cliing c6 y nghi glong nhw 6ng Onimous. “Khéng vé van
daua,” no noi. “Ong nghl l1a ho muon ngan ba chau tré lai, phai khong? Pé phong ba chau tim
thay cai hop trudc ho.”

“N6 cé vut qua dau ta,” 6ng Onimous thira nhan.

Charlie ding 1én, gian dit va buéng binh. * ‘Né&u ho nghi cé thé bat lai dwoc ba cia chau thi ho
IAm ro6i. Ba chau dang ¢ cach day hang ngan dam.”

“Di nhién, Charlie,” ba Onimous tir t6n noi. “Cha dy an toan.”
“Chau sé noéi chuyén véi ba chiu vé cai hop ngay khi ba chau vé,” Charlie tiép, “Va ching
chau sé cung tim no.”

“Co thé co gi trong d6 nhi?” Olivia nong nay. “T¢ khong thé cho noi dén ldc coi né. Ngay bay
glcr cau khong tim no duoc sao, Charlie. T s€ glup ding ay?

“RAt c6 thé Lyell da trao cai hop dé cho ai r6i,” 6ng Onimous tw lu.
Can phong lang di khi tit cd moi ngwdi nghi vé diéu nay. Olivia vira m& miéng. “Nhwng, ai...”
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thi ho nghe thay tiéng Norton Cross mé& clra quan va thét om, “Nga t6i bay gio'!

“Troi o, dén gio m& ctra quan roi!” Ba Onimous chay vong qua ban, chui veo qua may tam
rém chudi hot Ba ra lén kinh ngac va tai xudt hién mot gidy ngay sau cung véi Benjamin
Brown. Ké sat bén thing bé c6 mot con ché wét nhép buéc di.

“Ben!” Ca Olivia lan Charlie thét vang

“Té twdng nd bi chét dudi roi chiy,” Olivia lao téi va 6m chim 1dy con ché viy bun.

Benjamin cu0i toe toet voi tatca moi nguoi. “Co ai do da ctiru nd. Coi ne.” N6 16i trong tui
quan ra mot soi long chim dai, do ruc. “T¢ thdy n6 mac v6 vong cd cia Hat D4u. Chac chan nd
1a mot thong diép, nhi?”

“Hiép si,” Charlie IAm bam.
“Hiép sTnao?” 6ng Onimous hoi.
Trong khi ba Onimous lau khé cho Hat Dau bang khdn tamu, Olivia mo ta hiép si chung da

thiy ding trong man swong bén kia cau. “Ban dau ching chau khong thé tin vd mat minh,

nhung Charlie cling thiy. Ngai mac 4o choang dé va doi mii gidp bac ¢6 cam 16ng chim trén
dinh.”

“Hiép ST P4.” Ong Onimous gii cam.
“Ong c6 dinh néi cho chiing tbi biét ngai ay 1a ai khong?” ba Onimous hoi.
“Khong ai biét chac,” d6i mat sang cua ong Onimous chdp chép may lan réi méi néi. “Nguoi
ta tin rang hiép si d6 va Vua bé la mot.”



Lysander va Lauren

“Vua D6!”Charlie ding trao mot niém hi vong khon ta. “Di nhién roi. Con ai ngan cay cau
khoi dim chét tui minh? Con ai ciru Hat Dau v6 day?”

Olivia nghi hoac. Nha vua la mét cai cdy ma,Charlie. Tui minh da thiy ngai roi. Bay gio ngai
vinh vién la mot cai cay.”

“Chung ta khong chac chdn diéu d6”. Charlie nhin 6ng Onimous. “Phai khong a,0ng
Onimous?”

Nguwoi dan 6ng nho bé x0e tay ra. “Ching ta lam sao biét dworc,Charlie? Trong thanh phé nay
bat ki diéu gl cling co thé xay ra. Gior ta phai cham lo quan day. Ba Pike,ba cit & day nhé,ching
toi s€ thu xép cho ba sau”. Ong phong vu ra khoi bép,mang theo mot khay dwng banh quy danh
cho ché va may t6 hat cho chim.

Ba Pike ling nghe moi ngudi ban ludn voi nep nhan mo6i khoanh khac moi han sau them
Nhic téi Vua Do khong lam ba khuay khéa hon. “Téi ndm ngoai sy ctru vot”,ba rau 1. “Gia dinh
Bloor nhat dinh mudn tdi phai chét. T6i da khong tim dworc cai hop, trong khi chi blet vé no
thoi cling da dong diu so phan to6i roi. T6i da khong hé ho6 hé cho mot mong nao ca. Roi ho sé
doarCl{ ra t01 da néi véi cac vi. Ho mudn dim t6i chét diy,Charlie,khong phai Ia cau hay ban bé
cau dau”.

“Do chi tai dong song no vay thoi,bac Pike”,0Olivia noi rat khoat. “Khong ai chi y dim bac
chét dau. Y chau mudn néi la,ai ma phat hién ra tui chau vao lic sdm bach nhw vay,lai trong
swong mu nira?”

Ba Pike khong thé ngudi ngoai. “néu Asa con séng,ho sé lai rap tdm hai n6. Dui gl n6 cling 1a
ngu'(rl hoéa thd”. Ba hi mili mot phat nghet thit khién Hat Pau lui phit vo goc phong Va glr hoc
1én. ‘Troi od,con ché so t6i,ma trong doi minh tdi c6 1am hai mdt con thd nao bao gio”.

“Khong phai né so dau a,tai né bdi réi diy”,Benjamin ndi,cd ra vé 1€ phép.

Nhung tleng sua cua Hat Dau tir trong quan votra llen kéo theo hang trang tiéng méo
ngoao,mot tiéng ngwa hi va mot tiéng hét lap di lap lai, “B& cho! Bé cho!”

Khong nghi ngor gi vé cai kiéu goi quen thudc ay. D6 chinh la tiéng ctia Homer,con vet clia
Lysander. Charlie,Benjamin va Olivia lién chao tam biét ba Pike,Charlie hta véi ba cho du
chuyén gi xay ra thi Asa cling sé dwoc clru séng.

“Bac sé an toan & day,bac Pike”. Olivia 6m siét 1y ngwoi phu nit dau kho
rat tuyét voi”

Ba dita tré ndi dudi nhau ra khéi nha bep,hlen ra ngay phia sau quiy cua quan. bing doi
dién bén quay la Lysander va mot c6 gai tuyét dep c6 mot con vet dau trén vai. Con con vet cua
Lysander vat véo trén dau anh ay.

“Chao,dam nhdc”,Lysander ndi. “Pay la Lauren...0,con day la Cassandra”.

“Chi la Lauren,nd la Cassandra”,c6 gai n6i,dap dip vo chan con vet. “Cac em ngoi chung véi
bon chi ch?”

Cé vé la mot y tha vi diy. Ba dira bén bwéc vong qua quiy va ra xép hang.

“BO no t& mot thanh keo mém s6-cd-la d4”,0livia nhic Charlie.

“B6 xtrng dang dwoc hai”,Charlie néikiém tra tui coi c6 du tién khong.

Quan Ca Phé Thu Kleng tap nap nguoi va tha. Chac c6 18 trong nhitng ngay uam,linh
xinh,thu cung ciing can dan dim va giao tiép xa hoi hét nhw chi chiing vay. Trudc khi dén

du'o'c cai ban trong duy nhat,ndm dira phai nhay qua v s6 meo,tho,phai ép minh lach qua mét
con ch6 khéng 16,m6t con ngwa ltn bé ti teo va chui qua mét con ct bay thap.
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Gia dinh Onimous



“Phu u!”Lysander tha phich nguoi xuong ghé& dong thoi dua tay 1én vo tran. “bong qua xa!
Noi nay tré nén qua noi tleng roi d6. Mon Homer thich da hét sach”. Anh chuyén mot khiic
banh nwéng cho con vet. “An d& cai nay di,Homer”.

Homer nhan miéng banh vao mo,roi lai thd xuéng chan ma mé mét cach ué oai.
“Noi nay tuyét qua”,Lauren xuyt xoa,nhin quanh quan. “U'éc gi anh dwa em dén day thwong
xuyén,Sander”.

Charlie co dang gia c6 gai nay. Chi a dy qua dep. Vé&i mai téc den lwon song va doi ma lum
dong tién thé ndy chac chan Charlie da nhan ra chi néu chi hoc & Hoc vién Bloor. “Chi khong
hoc trwdng tui em phai khong?”’né hoi.

Lysander cwoi pha 1én. “Viéc gi phai dé dat thé,co ay hoc mot trweong rat binh thwong,phai
khong,Lauren?”

“Em biét,chi hoc treong em” Benjamin bén lén. “Nhung em nghi 1a chi khong dé y dén em”.

“Pé coi”,Lauren nhin ki Benjamin. “A. Em 1a Benjamin Brown. Ba me em la nhitng tham ti tw
noi tleng day ma?”

“O'm,khéng ndi tiéng 1dm dau”. Benjamin d6 mait va cdi xudng thay cho Hat Pau mot thanh
bit-tét th hai.

Lysander mudn biét Charlie va dam ban da lam gi trong bép nha dng ba Onimous.

“Mot cau chuyén dai 13m”,Charlie ngan ngai. N6 biét Lysander rit dang tin cAy,nhung khong
dam, chic vé Lauren.

Nhung chang ai can dwoc Olivia. Hiu nhw khong dung lai dé thd,con nhd thuat lai ti mi timng
khoanh khac ca budi sang suyt tro thanh tham hoa cua tui no,tuw lic chung t1en v0 vung dong
hoang téi khi Benjamin tai xuat hién cting véi Hat Pau va cong 16ng chim mau dé.

Trong khi Lysander van tram ngam im lang thi Lauren tram troé khen Olivia c6 tai ké chuyén
mé&i 16i cudn lam sao.

“Chi khong nghi chuyén do6 c6 that”,Lauren bao Olivia, “ma n6 khong thé tin du*crc y chi
la nhu'ng nguoi o hoc vien Bloor rat la...1a,thi vi,nhung ma,hay”,chi ha thap giong, “c6 mot
ngudi khong-han-13-ngwoi & ngay day,trong nha bép nay!”

“Thatra,bac 3 ay la  nguoi”,Charlie nghiém trang. “Chi Lauren,chi tuyét d6i khong dwoc noi
cho bat ctt ai biét viéc nay. P6 1a digu rat b mat,rat riéng tw”,

“Cau iy néi dung day ,Lysander néi,tya nh mong du. “Lauren,em phai htra la khong bao
gior nhic lai nhitng gi em vira nghe hom nay,tham chi véi ca ban than nhat ctia em”

Lauren nhin anh ra diéu hon trach. “Lysander Sage,anh la ban thin nhat cia em. Va em hira
sé khong bao gior n6i véi mot ai”.
Lauren co ve ngoai nong nhiét khong thé c6 gi nghi ngo chi. Charlie thé phao nhe nhom.
“Anh c6 y kién gi khong,Sander7" no hoi.

Lysander dwa m6t mau banh khac 1én cho Homer. “Em nai c6 thé 6ng Onimous biét Asa bi
dua dl dau. Ching ta phai ch¢ 6ng y ndi ra cho tui minh. Sau dso ching ta sé kéo Tancred vao
cuoc”.

“Tancred?”Olivia quic mat. “Anh ta c6 thé 1am dugc gi?”

“Tancred sé rat quan trong,ciing ner con buém cua em vay,Charlie”. Lysander hec con
buwém trang dau tren tai trai Charlie. “N6 da ctru cdc em hdm nay,anh chac chin né sé ctu
ching ta lAn ntra”.

“Ca Hiép ST Db6”,Benjamin lang 1& noi. “Ngai cling da ctru bon em”.

“Pung,Hiép ST P06”,Lysander tan thanh.

Chung quyet dinh la sé lai gdp nhau vao chiéu hom sau. Lysander bao sé c6 thuyet phuc

Tancred toi quan,nhung anh khong hi vong 1dm. Tracy Morsell khéng thich thd vat,trong khi
Tancred chang mudn r&i c6 nang phut nao.



Olivia nhan xét rang n6 thiy viéc d6 that ngé ngan. Lysander nhun vai va cudi toét véi ban
gai cua minh.
Khi Lysander va Lauren r&i quan,hai con vet ctia ho b dau 1én xudng nhip nhang vao
nhau,nhw thé chiing ciing dang hen ho.
“T& twdng Lysander lanh lung sat da co ch”,Olivia rau rau noi.

Benjamin va Charlie bat dau tré vé dwong Filbert,trong khi Olivia huwéng vé - phia tiém sach
co Ingledew. Dang di gan t&i ngd Nha Tho Lon thi con nhé thiy mét dang nguoi quen quen
chay thuc mang voé dudng Piminy. Ngudi khac chic chi ghi nhan dién mao do roi bé qua,nhung
Olivia thi khdng.

“E1”con nhé thét goi. “Ping 4y di dau d6,Dagbert Endless?”

Vai khach bo hanh ngodai nhin Dagbert,thiang nay dirng sitng lai gitta duwdng,roi tir tir quay lai
nhin thang mat Olivia.

“Chao!”Olivia hét. “Pang 4y sdng & d6 a?”

_Dagbert nhin chong choc con nho. Trong d6i mat xanh bién ctia né van lén anh lanh 1o dén
ndi olivia bong ndi da ga.

“Thi thoi vay”,con nho tu noi, tw cau kinh vi nghe giong minh run run. “Ai quan tam ding iy
séng & dau7”doan di tiép t&i quang treong va vo tiém sach co6 Ingledew.



Pwong thay phap

Co Ingledew dang t1ep hai vi khach cung mé thich mot quyén sach hiém. C6 mim cwoi voi
Olivia va chi tdm rém ngin cach phong khach cia cb.

Olivia thady Emma bén ban ctia di né, dang viét danh sach nhitng twa sach vao mot quyén so
bia den. Con nho murng sang r& 1én khi thay Olivia. “Té¢ dang lo cho bo di vé viing dong hoang
trong khi troi con t6i mit dat nay, Liv.”

“B6 ma c6 mit & dé chac chan bd con lo hon nhiéu,” Olivia riu rit.

Cd Ingledew tho dau qua tAm rém va thong bao véi chung l1a c6 vira hoan thanh mot vu ban
hang hoi nhat suot bao nam nay. Hai vi khach thach nhau téi khi day gia cua cuon sach hiém
dé6 1én cao ngat, va mot vi phdi bé cudc. “Ching ta an hidy mirng nao. Co sé dong cira tiém mot
lat.”

Khi ctra tiém sach vira dong lai, di cuia Emma rét ra ba ly ruou b6 1au nam, va chuyén quanh.
Co Ingledew 1a mot trong so rat it ngudi ma Emma va ban be ctia né tin cay, va ngay khi Olivia
noc hét ly riou clia minh, né nic cut ba cai, xong xudi lién sa vao cau chuyén viing dong hoang
cua no.

Olivia c6 khuynh hwong thém that mau mé cho cau chuyén moi Ian con nhé ké lai, nhung
c6ng bang ma noi, cAu chuyén it nhiéu van chinh xac.

Khi Olivia ké xong, c0 Ingledew ddn ly rwou cia minh xudng ma thét 1én. “Tai hoa that,
Olivia. Bon tré cac con tw chu6c nguy hlem Vao than. C6 that sw mong cac con khong vd ving
dong hoang nita. Bat ludn c6 chuyén gi xay ra.”

“Chac chan tui con sé khéng bing qua cay cAu sat nira dau,” Olivia lang tranh. "Véi lai, con
vira gap thang Dagbert ké-dim-chét- nguoii. Con biét, nghe thi quai dan, nhung Charlie nghl
chinh thang d6 dinh liu d&n viéc nwéc sdng dang 1én qua nhanh.’

“Khoéng quai dan dau, Olivia. Tat ca ching ta déu biét nhiing gi co thé xay ra & noinay.” Co
Ingledew rot thém mot ly ruou b0 nira, chiét thém mot xiu ruou gln pha vao. “Co khong thich
duong Piminy. D3 c6 qua nhiéu bién c6 xay ra & dé trong qua khit.”

“K€ tui con nghe di, di,” Emma nai.

Co Ingledew nhin dong ho deo tay. “Di phdi m¢ ctra tiém lai day. Di khong mu6n bo 16 moi
ban hang nao hét.”

“Nhitng chuyén gi da xay ra trén dwong Piminy vay? Lam on ké cho tui con di,” Olivia ndn ni.

Co Ingledew nhin ly Rwou ctia minh. Co cam chai ruegu b 1én nhtrng roi lai dat xuong. “Po la
con duong co nhit trong thanh pho nay,” co noi ma hm rung minh. “Tran hoa hoan thé ky 18
khdng bao gio cham tdi n6. Co6 ngudi noi day lavico rat nhiéu thay phap song & do. Chang han
nhuw Feromel tho ren, Melmott tho da. Va c6 ca mét tho giay chuyen dong nhirng doi giay than
ky, va nhiéu nguoi khac nita véi nhitng tai phép ma di khong nho duoc. Thuong ngay ho von
hay chanh choe nhau, nhwng vu hoa hoan da kéo ho xich lai gan nhau chi mot ngay thoi, nhu'ng
nhirng ¢ gang hop tac cia ho cling du day IUi ngon Iira. By gio tat ca ho chét roi, di nhién.”

“C6 mot ctra hang ban 4m dung nwéc,” Emma dam chiéu néi. “Charlie dwoc cho mot cai am
quai chiéu & do.”

“Vay a?” co Ingledew to vé quan tam, nhung c6 nguoi go ctra tiém va cd tan ngan roi khoi
bon con gai dé€ di ra ti€p khach hang.

Olivia thuong ¢ lai tiém sach dém thir Bay. Me n6, mot minh tinh lay ling, khong thé luc nao
cling & nha trong khi dang dong phim. Xem ra Olivia chang budn viéc do ti nao. N6 khoai ngu
chung véi Emma trong can budng nhé teo, mai x6 nghiéng véi nhitng xa nha thap bang g soi.



bém do, hai dira con gai lan ra ngi s¢m, nhung nhiing bién co khuay dong ban ngay cu dot
nhap nhu’ng glac mo cua Olivia, téi khi né giat minh choang tinh giac, va bum vé cai thanh
giwong tréng cau no.

“Gi th€?” Emma hodng hon, ngoi day.
“Chi 1a to thoi,” Olivia rén ri. “T¢ khong sao ngu yén duoc, Em. Té ct nghi lan man den

nhiing viéc dd xay ra hoi sang Trong dau t& biét rd, dudng Piminy sat day van dang cé nhitng
trd phu thiy &m buia diénra.’

“To h1eu y b6 roi.” Emma kéo tdm trai giwong 1én tin cam. “Dic biét 1a néu Dagbert-dim-
chét-nguoi & d6.”

“Tui minh thit nhin mot cai xem sao, chi dé thoa tri to mo tho6i?”
Khong mudn té ra la ké hén nhat, Emma mién cudng lao thao. “U".”

C6é mOt O ctra sO nho tro gitra nhiing thanh xa dang sau giwong Emma. Véi  nguoi cao duoi
meét tam, nd chi 16 ramot khoang troi, nhung khi Emma dirng 1én dém goi, n6 c6 thé thdy mang
sau cua nhu'ng ng6i nha trén duong Piminy.

Olivia leo 1én giwdng cia Emma va ca hai cing kiéng chan trén goi.

Mot ngd hep chay gitra san sau cua nhiing ngoi nha duwong Piminy va ngd Nha Tho Lon. Mot
ngon den duong don cdi toa anh sang lu mu xuong nhing birc twong gach, thung rac, bich rac
va nhitng bdi co luém nhudm. Bon con gai dang dao mat khiap khung canh ron ron xem c6 gi

dang luu tam thi c6 moét vudng san khién chung chi y. Khong gian nho rai soi dé chen day
nhitng khdi hinh mau xam, hat bdng quai ron Ién cac birc twong.

“C6 nhiéu ngwdi,” Olivia néi thadm, “lam bang da.”
“T4t ca déu giy bé,” Emma nhin xét.
“Hoac chwa lam xong. M6t nguoi dan 6ng khong c6 diu, va mot phu nit khéng cé canh tay...”
“Ca thd nita,” Emma hang hai thém. “Mo6t cai dau sw tlr, mOt con ngwa trong nhuw thit, ngoai
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truw...

“N6 khong c6 dubi. Té thich con ché khong 16 chi ¢6 hai chan kia.”

“N6 dang ngoi, nhin kia, bo cé thé thidy mét ban chin sau ctia nd.”

“U’ ding roi.” Olivia chup canh tay ban. “Em, bd c6 nghi chiing do cai 6ng tho da gia d6 lam
ra khéng, tén ong ta la Melmott hay gi gi do.”

“Om, neu ding vdy chang ntta, 6ng ta cling khong thé & day dé lam cho chung s6ng diy.”
Tiéng cudi cia Emma hoi déi long, bdi vi con nho khong chic diéu nay 1a that.

Bat thinh linh, mot quing sang ruc mau cam lée 1én, thap sang birc twdng cdch sin nha 6ng
tho da vai can.
“Do la gi vay?” Olivia leo 1én thanh giwong nhin cho r6 hon. To nght ai do vira moi nhom

Itra. U'ére gi té c6 thé thay ro hon. Coi kia, lai mot chép sang niva.” Olivia nhdy xudng goi. “Tui
minh di xem di?”

Emma lic dau. ‘Khuya lac Khuya lo roi. Tui minh khong thé di rinh mo dém hém dwoc. Véi
lai ¢ thé 1a Itra ot cdi nha ai &y ma. D6t cti trong 10 swdi dau phai la pham phéap.

“Vao gior nay trong dém? Nh& c6 hao hoan thi sao? Nhirng can nha cli nay s€ bi chay rui nhw
gd diém. Tui minh phai di tim hiéu coi c6 chuyén gi dang dién ra.”

“PE t& tim hi€éu dwoc roi,” Emma noi.
Olivia chi thay lo: nh¢ nét mat ban. Trong Emma cwec ki nén nao.
“Ybo 13 ... bay?” Olivia thi tham.
“Phdi. B6 phdi dé ctra s6 m¢& toang ra.” Emma thé cho ctia Olivia trén thanh givdng. Pau va
vai no lic nay nho 1én khoi bé ctra s6. N6 hit mot hoi that sdu va twong twong minh dang vit

lén nhirng vi sao. Tuwong tuwong doi canh den vd trén nén troi xanh thAm nhw nhung... gio né da
cam nhan ching, manh mé va dé diéu khién, dang nhic bong minh Ién cao, cao, cao!



Dirng ti ca canh tay vo ctra s6 m& rong, Olivia nghe thay tiéng lach rach khé khang ctia 16ng
m¢i hinh thanh. N6 cdm thdy mot luong khl quét qua mat, sau do thay hai dai canh den quat
vao bau troi khuya. “Chiic may man, Em,” né néi.

Emma bay phia trén con hém cho dén khi no téi manh san sang nho nhing chop lira 16e
sang lén tirng chap. N6 dau trén mot birc twong, nhin xody vo cira s6 nho, ruc nhitng tia ltra va
chop sang. Néu mudn tim ngudn phat ra thit 4nh sang tua phao hoa dé thi Emma phai bay lai
gan hon.

Hit mot hoi that sau, lic nay phai huy dong long can dam hon bat ki thir gi khdc, Emma dam
b6 qua san va dau xuong cai go hep bén ngoai khung ctra s6 sang choang. O kinh ctra dong chi
chit nhitng giot nuéc. Phia bén kia nhitng giot nwéc 1dp lanh, mot canh twong ki la trai ra trudc
mat Emma.

O chinh gitra phong, mot nguoi cao lom, dau trum nén bao ho bang kim loai c6 kinh che mat.
Nguwoi nay mac bo ao lien quan mau xanh du'o'ng ban thiu, deo ging dai bang da, nhung nhin
dang diéu c6 vé 1a mot phu nit.

Mot 10 ren chdy buing, boc ra khéi mu mit cung voi nhitng ludi lra khi ngwoi phu nit soc
manh cay kep khong 16 vO gitra 0. Ba rat ra mot vat dep, dai, moi xdng-ti-mét cua no déu rimng
rwc mot tia Itra d6 16a. Cam chit cai kep, ngudi phu nit dit mén do 1én mot khdi sit cac canh
16m vao: mot cai de, Emma doan vay.

bi téi mot hang ké, nguoi phu nie 14y mot cai buia thatlén va bat dau quai vao thanh kim loai
l6e sang. Chat, chat, chat! Tiéng bua doi am vo twong, trong khi nhiing cai bong hiénra roi bién
mat theo ngon Itra 16e 1én roi tat lim.

Kim loai dap v6 kim loai khong phai am thanh duy nhat Emma nghe thiy. Long duwoi tleng
chan chat, mot t giong @ a bt dau cat 1én, khong nhac diéu, nhung sau do lai cung nhip véi nhip
bia, nghe 4m am, tram dic, khong thanh 1&i, co hd nhu dang ém bua.

DPén gio thi Emma c6 thé thiy ro vat gi nam trén cai de. Dinh hinh bén dwdi quai bia la mot
thanh gwom sang choi. Ludi gwom mong nhw dao cao, miii gwom sdc dén nodi hinhg nhw né
xuyén thing béng toi.

“Mot thanh gwom,” Emma nin tho. Ai, vao ngay nay va thoi dai nay, lai mudn mot thanh
gwom? Ai lai can gwom? Ngu'(rl tho rén nay rd rang khong phai lag Feromel, vay ba dy la ai?

Emma lwét khéi biu clva s6 va bay dén dau trén mot birc twong. Mung qua, khong c6 nguy
hiém de doa nhirng ngdi nha xung quanh. Lira chi & gon trong 16 ren thoi. Moi nguoi déu co thé
an tAm ngu ngon trén giwdng cia minh. Thé nhung cé rat nhiéu diéu phai suy ngam.

Emma thiy Olivia dang kién nhan doi bén ctra s6, né lién bay vé ké cho ban nghe vé thanh
guom va nguoi tho ren.

“Mot thanh gwom?” trong con phan khich, Olivia truot khéi thanh giwong. “Ui da!” N6 lai
reo lén. “Gior b6 sé vo nha doé chit, Em?”

“Té mubén xem mat tredec ciia nhirng can nha kia thé nao,” Emma néi. “Té khong c6 nhiéu
co héila chim dau. Té phai tAn dung nd.”

Olivia khong chac d6 co6 phai 1a y kié€n hay. Néu bon thay bua van con s6ng & dudng Piminy
thi rat c6 thé cé ké s& nhan ra mot con bé trong 16t chim. Nhung dém nay Emma dang noi mau
phiéu lvu. Trudc khi Ohv1a kip can ngdn, Emma da vit 1én, bay qua mai ngdi uén cong nha
nguoi tho ren va tudén vo dwong Piminy.

Mat trudc xwong ren moi kinh ngac lam sao. Trung bay trong ctra s6 la du loai, da kiéu 4m
dun nwoc trong gian di, qué kéch- cai lon nhit 1am bang dong, sang d&n ndi né hit anh sang
mau nhat xuéng con duvng rai soi. Khong mot diu tich bao hiéu vé mét ngudi the rén dang
kéo bé bén 10 ruc chay & dang sau tdoa nha.

Emma diu trén mot c6t den dwong va khdo sat diy nha c6 kinh. Pwong Piminy 6m gitt mot
bau niang lwong ky bi. Khong khi lan ran nhitng 4m thanh cam nin, khoi day 1én nhitng cam xtc



mdnh liét. Emma chi mudn bay tré lai chon an toan noi tiém sach, nhung no thdy minh dan
sau hon vd con duong. Lubn qua nhwng hang cay, liéc nhln | nhitng cua so va thay la chuot nhat
chay nh6n nhao tim cho nup. Khuc nay mot con meo vO6 moi, quang kia mdt con ché sta ong
ong. Chang phai Olivia néi da thay Dagbert Endless chay toi day sao? Chic la tiém ban ca co
tam bién nham nhé treo trén tuong kia chang? bau trén tdm bién 16i thoi 4y, Emma ngo vo ctra
s6 phia trén. C6 mot khe ho nho gitra cac tam rem giup n6 nin dwoc cdan phong. Emma nin tho,
that ky quai, moi bitc twdong déu cudn cudn anh 1én nhitng sac mau thiy cung, va trén givong
c6 ai d6, mit phat sang, dang nam.

C6 kim tiéng kéu kinh hai, Emma lao t&i dau trén mot cai cay gan do vira ria 16ng vira ling
nghe tim minh dap bung bu’ng ‘Dagbert. Dagbert ké-dim-ch&t-nguwdi,” né liu nhiu mot minh.

Mot con cu dau trén canh cay bén duong d6i dién rac lén, ra diéu mudn phan nan. Mi phai
ngui méi dang, man dém la déc quyén cuia loai cu.

Emma im thit. Tt tir dinh than lai. N6 da thiy qua du cho mot dém. Néu cac nha khac cling
chita chdp bon ma thuat hiém ddc thi né cling chang mudn blet vé ho. N6 x0 ra khéi cdy ... va
roi dudn dudt trong ndi kinh hoang. Chac han né da roi bep xuéng dat roi néu nhw khong co
biu dwoc mot canh cay vao phut chét.

Pung khoanh khic 4y, bén du¢i Emma c6 mot thang bé dang ding. No nhanra thang nay,
Eric Shellhorn. Thang be khong dirng mot minh. Khi Emma ngé xudng qua nhlrng canh cay,
mot béng ngudi x6ng ra khoéi bong cay. Han deo mit na, 10i ra d6i mat vién bac lap lanh.

“Lam di!” chiéc mat na ra lénh.
“Pay!” Eric lap lai {u xiu.
Thang bé con budc Ve phia mot trong nhitng ctra hang. Emma khong thé thay gi phia bén

kia ctra s6 t6i thui ctia ctra hang dé. Eric dung lai. N6 dang nhin ting trirng v canh ctra. Tap
trung cao dd dén mic c6 nhirng lan séng li ti gon rap ron trong khéng trung.

Thinh linh, canh ctra bat m¢ va mot ngwoi dan ong bang da bwéc ra. Dang di cua ngudi da
nang né va lap chap, chan nhac that cao va dau g01 gap lai, kéu réu rao. Moi ban chan da nén
xuong, mot tiéng thich don diéu rung chuyén mat dat, het nhu tiéng dai bac tlir dang xa vong
Ve.



Thanh Gwom Bat Kha Chién Bai

“B0 c6 chac dé6 1a Eric khong?”

“Chac.” Emma thi thim tra 1oi cau hoi cda Olivia, giong khan ddac. N6 dang nam trén giwong,
mat nham lai, ¢ ngt, nhung thtra biét minh sé khong tai nao ngt dwoc. Hinh anh nguoi dan
ong bang da, thang bé phat sang va thanh gwom sac ctr chay loan xa trong d4u n6. Nhdm mat
lai dé xua chung di cang vo ich.

“Cai than siu quy cai gi dang dién ra trén dwong Piminy vy ta?” Olivia n6i, ma theo quan
diém cia Emma thi hoi qua 16m.

“B6 nghe di minh noi roi day Tham chi ca tran dai héa hoan cling khong pha hiy dwoc
nhiing ng6i nha c6 & d6 kia ma, vi noi d6 cé rat nhiéu thay phap sinh séng.” Emma ngap. N6
mét ba nguoi.

“U’, nhwng tai sao tat ca nhitng diéu 4y lai bat dau ruc rich vao lic nay?”
Emma wdc ao Olivia cho minh mdt chut yén tinh. N6 khong muon nghi vé nhirng gi n6 vira
thy. “C6 1& n6 ludén ludn dién ra nhuw thé nhung khong ai dé y.

Mot tiéng “Hirm!” rd to vong tir ddu kia phong. “Minh khong nghi thé, Em. C6 chuyén gi da
x4y ra. Chuyén do6 chac chan lién quan téi Charlie.”

“Tai sao la Charlie?”
“B&i vi ba nd vira tré vé sau mwdi nam. Diéu dé rat c6 khd nang danh dong dén ai do, dung
khong?”
“Sao viy?” Emma lé nhé bu6on ngu.
“Té khong biét ro,” Olivia thi nhan. “Chi linh cdm thoi.”
C4a hai dira cung im lang suy tw mot lic, sau d6, mot cach than ky, n6é nga thiép di.
Sang Chu Nhat, khi Emma va Olivia Xuong an sang, chung thay co Ingledew trong bo ao

choang ngu bang nhung dang vui vé don dng Paton Yewbeam. Chic hin 6ng da téi khi troi con
toi. Ho dang uéng ca phé den, va ro rang dang néi dé mot cau chuyén kha nghlem trong.

Hinh nhw c6 Ingledew dé mit. Co dirng bat day va di don bita diém tam. Ong ciu Paton cit
giong xa xam “Chao cac co gai” trong khi nhin c6 Ingledew lwét bang qua phong.

Olivia hich Emma. “B6 c6 dinh ké chuyén dém qua khéng?”

“Dém qua lam sao?” c6 Ingledew dit kich mot ltic bon td6 c6m bap 1én ban. “Dém qua cé gi
xay ra vay?”

Emma ngdi xuéng va ké lai chuyén ngwoi dan 6ng bang da, thang bé phat sang va thanh
guwom sac.

Hai nguoi lcrn tram ngam that 1au dé suy gam cai tin nay. Ho uéng sach ca phé, xong roi Ong
ciu Paton bdo, “Con k€ lai IAn nita dwoc khong, Emma?”

Emma ké 1an nira.

“T4t ca nhitng chuyén do co nghia la gi vay, ong Yewbeam?” Olivia héi. N6 nghi 6ng Paton
Yewbeam biét hau nhw tit cd moi thit trén doi.

“Cé nghia 1a gi v?” Ong cau Paton xoa cam. “Ta khong biét, Olivia.”
Olivia khong nan chi. “Con ca la 6ng biét, con bao dam 6ng cd biét hoi hwéng gi d6 vé nhirng
viéc dang dienra.”
Ong cau Paton mim cudi. “Puoc roi. Ta thira nhan 1a minh c6 moét ¥ nhé thdi. Thé nay. Cha
cua Charlie...”



“Con biét ngay la dinh liu dén Charlie ma,” Olivia hét todng 1én. “Con biét...”
“Lam on! Dé 6ng Yewbeam néi,” Emma nhAc.
Olivia ngoi phich xudng.

“Cam on nhé.” Ong cau Paton nhay mat véi Emma. “Ta da dinh ndi, cha ctia Charlie tinh khoi
bua mé, khoi loi nguyén hay gi gi do, sau muoi nam. biéu do sé khién cho rit nhiéu ngudi noi
tam banh ddc biét nhirng nguoi da Kim gitt chu ay trong buia mé thuoc 14. Rat ¢6 1y do cho toi
ac bon ho da gy ra. Chung ta von luén chdc mam d6 1a do sw tra thii cda 130 Ezekiel Bloor cho
tai nan khién 1ao phai ngoi xe lan suot doi. Nhung do Charlie d4 ké cho ta nghe chuyén gia dinh
Pike suc sao ngdi nha ci ctia né dé tim mot cai hop, thi ta tin chac rang Lyell Bone bi trung

phat béi cht 4y da biét gi d6, mot diéu ma trude sau chd 4y nhat dinh khong tir bd: cai vat
chira bén trong chiéc hop.”

“Nhwng tai sao diéu dé lai khién cho nhiéu sw viéc quai g& xay ra & treong Piminy?” Olivia
hoi.

“C6 nhiéu viéc noi l1én, Olivia 3, 1a béi vi Lyell da tinh lai, nhw ta d4 néi d6. Pwong Piminy
mot thoi tap trung toan thay phap Con c6 hoi ta ké ndo da danh thic ho day hay la khong?”

“D-a c-6.” Olivia d6 cdm bap vao t6 ctia n6 thanh mot dong chdy cham rai, day wu tuw.

“Bon chiing buoc thang bé tén la Eric phuc dich cho chiing,” ¢6 Inglegew noéi, vira ddy banh
mivo 1o nu'(yng “Ba c6 clia Charlie, ba Venetia, cu¢i 6ng Shellhorn dé cham tay vé thang cu bé
teo nay.’

“Nhit dinh c6 sé diéu tra,” Emma tuyén bd. “Con muon biét tai sao nguwoi tho rén lai rén
thanh gwom.”

“Cho ngai hiép si,” Ong cau Paton bao né. “Hiép Si Do trén cau.”
“Ong c6 nghi d6 1a Vua D6 khong, 6ng Yewbeam?” Emma hoi.
“That tinh ta kh6ng thé noi chac.”

“Con van mudn gdp nguoi tho ren.” Emma rat cwong quyét. “Ba ay la ngwoi duy nhit trén
con dwdong dé trong cé vé tot bung.”

“B6 khong thé di ma khong co t&,” Olivia noi.
C6 Inglegew mudn Ong cau Paton di v&i chiing. “Em khong thich nghi dén viéc chiing mot
than mot minh trén dwong Piminy,” c6 bao.

Ong cau Paton huong nhin budn ba ra ctra s6. “Gior nay qua tré cho ta roi. Mat troi da lén
cao. Va lai, cho du nguoi rén thanh L gwom la ai, 6 1€ ba ay chi n01 chuyén véi cac co bé khi
ching di mdt minh, hon 1a khi di cing mot ga ky quai nhw ta.”

Co6 Inglegew lac dau voi Ong ciu Paton va bao cd sé t&i tan tiém Am Pun néu bon tré khong
quay vé trong vong nita gi¢r dong ho.

Emma va Olivia voi lua hét bita 1 sang, tat ca thay ¢ d6 va roi tiém sach. Chiing néng long muon
biét vé nguoiren thanh gwom bi 4n dén ndi quén ca chai dau. Mot viéc hau nhw chua tirng
nghe noi vé Olivia.

Puong Piminy thinh lang va hoang Vang Hai dira con gai nhim tiém Am Pun thang tién. i
chua duoc bao xa thi chung chot nghe tiéng budc chan dang sau. Mot tiéng nat 16n. “ Tui bay
lam gi & day?”

“Tao chang thiy viéc gi mac mé tédi may,” Olivia ndng nay.

“C6 thé&, nhung tao van mudn biét.” D6i mat xanh bién ctia Dagbert chép tir Olivia qua
Emma. “Ha?”

“That ra thi ching t6i di mua am,” Emma noi, c6 ra vé tinh rui.

Dagbert nhin con nho ra chiéu thwong hai. “Vao ngay Cha Nhat? Tat ca tiém déu dong cira.
Tui bay phai lam gi hay hon thé co’

“Tui nay chang lam gi hay ho c3,” Olivia quat.



Dagbert tron mat nhin Olivia. “Cé mudn d6i y trwdc khi viéc khé chiu xay ra khong?”
Miéng Olivia mim chat lai nhw dwdng chi, cim phan.

“Pugc thoi.” Dagbert nhin swot qua chiing téi mot nap cong duéi 1ong duong. Vé mia mai
cua no bién thanh danh sic On lanh Thinh linh, nwéc bat dau kéu 6¢ 6c bén dwdi ndm cong. N6
bat m¢ tung 1én mot tleng cic, dong thoi nwoc phun vot 1én thanh mot voi nuéc den quanh
bun. Bon con gai bi vay kin trong do. Thét ram ri, chung chay qua ndm cdng vé hwong tieém Am
Pun. Nhung dong nwoc truy dudi ching ratrat, bé ngoat khoi 16 trinh ty nhién cua no, quet
vong quanh mat ca ching lang ngoang nhuw ran. Strc ép manh dé&n do chting chdi nhii xuéng
dat, khong thé ghim noi.

Emma la dira té sip mat xuong trudc; Olivia chop gilr canh tay Emma lai cling nga sap theo
sau. Trong khi bo 1€ bo cang veé phia tiém Am Pun, 1an dAu tién ching nghe thiy tiéng cwoi ghé
ron cia Dagbert. Tiéng cwoi n6 phot ra nghe thanh trang khic khic, sui bot.

Olivia biu canh ctra tiém co dirng lén, bat dau dong am am voO ctra, bat chip dang trong con
hoang loan né nhan ra cai go ctra la mot chiéc 4m ti hon bang dong.

“Ctru toi vai!” Olivia thét. “Co ai lam on ctru chung toi voi!”
Emma dimg bén canh n6 hua thém. “Chung t6i sap chét dudi roi!”
Canh ctra bat thin mé ra, ca hai dtra con gai nhli diu vo trong tiém, moi dira ban véo qua
mot bén hong cda ngwdi phu nit cao 1on dirng swng noi ngudng ctra.
Ba Kettle trirng mit nhin Dagbert qua dong nuwéc bun. “DEP TRO KHi NAY BI!”
Dagbert phat ra mét 4&m thanh rot-rot, siu hut trong hong, twa nhw né dang néc we cad mot
x0 nuéec.
“Ta da nghi chuyén nay roi ma,” ba Kettle Itr mat nhin chdy sém dong nwéc uén éo. “Hiy, hay
gilr nwérc cila may lai di, thing bé ngwoi ca kia!”

Dagbert soi tlet nhin dong nwéc kho di cap tap. Héch cam 1én, né hung h6 buwédc virot qua
tiém Am Dun ma khong thém liéc nhin ba chu tiém.

Ba Kettle d6ng sam cira lai va néi v&i tui con gai. “Nao, ndo, may cwng vira méi lam vao
hoan canh tréo ngoe nhi, cac c6 bé?”

“Vang a, hoan canh tréo ngoe that,” Olivia n6i. “Cam on ba ctru tui chau. Chau la Olivia
Vertigo va day la ban chau, Emma Tolly.”

“Rat vui gap may cung, ba la Katya Kettle.” Ba nhin sat Emma. “Ba da gap cung ro6i thi phai?”

“Da. C6 1€ vay,” Emma boi réi.

“Hum. Ca hai v6 day. De ba lay d6 kho cho may cung thay nhe. May cung wot dén tan da roi

kia.” Ba Kettle di qua 0 ctra vom, vo can phong am cung & dang sau tiém. “Coi do ra,” ba than

tinh ddy hai dita t&i bén 1o swéi. “Ba di tich tac thoi.” Ba bién mat sau canh cira kim loai day
can day dinh 6c.

Emma va Olivia céi vé, giay, quan jeans va do khoacra. Hénla chiu tim chép nhoang vira
roi chwa thim wét chi€c 4o hong pha bac ctia Olivia hay chi€c 4o len xanh da troi cia Emma.

Khi ba Kettle hién ra tré lai, ba mang theo hai bd 4o lién quan to t6 bd va hai doi vé len day.
“Cé thé khong vira dau,” ba canh bao. “Ctr xan chd nao qua dai 1én la duwoc.”

Cuwoi ngwong nghiu, Emma mdc do va di vé vao. Olivia lan chan, wom thir bo do thung thinh
v0 nguoi va ngam nghi cach lam thé nao dé cai thién tinh hinh chit nao hay chit dé. “Ba c6
tram cai hay gi khong?” n6 héi ba Kettle.

Nguwoi phu nir pha 1én cuoi ron rang. “Pirng ruom ra cai thir do lam gi! Ct gia bo cung la
nang céng chua cai trang di.” Ba treo dam do6 w6t ctia bon chiing 1én mot cdi gia go phia trén
bép lo.

Olivia nhdn nhé chui vo céi 4o lién quan, xan 6ng tay l1én cho tédi khi 10i dng tay 4o hdng va
bac cua no ra.



“Ba thiy cung c6 dang dip ctia mot nir hoang thoi trang day,” ba Kettle cwdi khiic khich.
“MOoOt tach tra nhé, cac co bé?”
Truéc khi ching dap thi c6 mot tiéng go khan cip ngoai cira.
“Ba hy vong khong phai céi thing ca tép ky cuc dé nira,” ba Kettle néi roi sai budrc tré ra
tiém.
“0, 6, rala cung,” chiing nghe tiéng ba vong vao. “Gi thé, chang trai?”
Cé tiéng lung bung dap lai va mot phut sau Charlie Bone bwéc vo ph(‘)ng
“Oi quy than!” Charlie chép mit nhin hai dra con gai, khong tin néi. “Quin 4o bd sao viy,
Liv. D6 la m6t méi nhat a?”
“To nghi ndé hop voi té,” Olivia kiéu ki noi.

Emma pha ra cuwoi bo, Charlie cuoi theo, roi Olivia cling cuoi khuc khich. Ba Kettle cuoi to
nhit. Ba di qua canh ctra kim loai dé 14y tra trong khi van con cudi phi phi.

Chi khi d6 Emma m&i nhin thay Charlie dang ciAm cai 4m cii den si. “B6 mang n6 di trd a?”
con nho hai.
“I".” Charlie dit cai &m xuéng san. “Té mudn 1o khuyén clia ba Kettle.”
“N6 dé lam gi vay?” Olivia hai.
“Ba Kettle da dwa n6 cho té&.” Charlie g1a1 thich nwoc trong am nong 1én thé nao khi sap stra
c6 nguy bién. “Pém qua né néng qua troi, gin nhw séi ludn vay do.”
“Dém qua a?” Emma n6i mot cach tw .
“Sao ca hai b6 an mac nhw thg ong nwdc vay?” Charlie héi ching. “Cé ong nwdc bé & gan diy
ar’
“B6 noi thé cling dang day.” Olivia ké cho Charlie nghe vu Dagbert sti nwéc lén.
Charlie nhan mat, lang € n6i. “Minh da cau cho n6 dirng dung tai phép cta né kiéu dé.
Nhuwng minh khong doan dwoc y do6 cia nd.”

Ba Kettle mang mot khay tra té1 va khi ching kéo ghé cda ching lai sat ban, ba hoi, ‘ ‘Nao, cai
gl mang may cung toi day, ha cac co bé? Ba biét may cung khong chi chay trén thing ngudi ca
ma tinh c& ban vo diy. May cung dén gap ba phai khong?”

Olivia nhin Emma, va Emma dap. “Da.”

“Thé, cé chuyén gi?” ba Kettle rot trara diy bon cai ca va chuyén quanh, trong khi Emma
long ngong, vudt mii, hang c6 hong.

“U'm... nhitng bo d6 nay la ctia ba phai khong, ba Kettle?” Emma héi.
“Di nhién. Khéng con ai khac song & day.”
“0.” Emma nhin tit cai ca. “Khong mot ai a?”
“Khong mot ai,” ba Kettle dap.

“O'm,” Emma nhin quanh can phong, lwa 101 ndi. Xem ra rat 16 mang, khi hoi mot ngudi chit
phac nhw ba Kettle rang ba c6 phai 1a tho rén khong.

Olivia thi khong ban khoan nhw thé. M4t kién nhan, né héi huych toet. “Ba cé phai la tho rén
khong, ba Kettle?”

“Pung vay,” ba Kettle diém nhién néi. “C6 phai cung la mét con chim khéng, Emma?”
Emma dé mat. “Da. bung. Doi khi.”

“Thi ra cwng da diu trén biu ctra s6 nha ba, xem ba lam viéc dém qua?”

“Chau khong rinh rip,” Emma n6i nhanh. “Chau chi... thdm hiém.”

“Di nhién roi, cung. Dirng lo. Xem tho rén 1am viéc chang c6 gi hai ca.”

“Tui chau dén day,” Olivia budt miéng, “dé tim hiéu vé thanh gwom ba da ren.”



“Thanh gwom?” Charlie trd mit nhin ba Kettle.

“A, thanh guom.” Ba bat chot nghiém Sac mat.’ ‘Mat cung khong dwgc ho ra loi nao ve viéc
nay voi bat cir ai ma may cuwng khong tin bang cd mang séng clia minh, nghe chwa.” Ba nhin
x0dy tirng dira véi vé vira nghiém khac vira dit ton.

“Vang a,” Charlie sOt sang.

Vé mat ba Kettle diu di. “Ba dwoc thira hlrcrng chut it tai nang tir t6 tién minh, Feromel, tuy
nhién, ba rat it khi dung dén chung Nho thé ma ba khong phai dung dén phép thuat cua minh,
du ba van ren cong cu lao dong, yén cwong, va tham chi ca ban ghé sat. Xua nay ba chu'a bao
gio dugc yéu cau ren gwom - mot thanh guom doc nhat v6 nhi, bat kha chién bai - vi vy, rat
tw nhién, ba vo cuing vui mirng vi 1o dé nghi nay.”

Charlie n6n n6ng nhoai nguoi vé phia ba Kettle, hoi, “Ai da yéu ciu ba?”

Ba Kettle mim cwoi. “Mot hiép sic6 bom dé trén mii giap bac ciia ngai.”

“Giéng ngwoi tui chdu da thiy trén ciu qua,” Charlie néi.

Bong thanh néi cung lic, hai dira con gai héi ba Kettle, “Ngai 4y da néi gi?” “Ngai ay la ai?”
“Ngai ay da dén lic nao?”

Ba Kettle gio mot ngon tay l1én. “Tu tu, tur tir. Ba khong thé tra loi ba cAu hoi mét luc. Ngai
dén day cach day vai dém, rat khuya. Mdc do giap va d6i mi giap sang choi co cai long chim do
tham, ngai ua vo nhw mot con gié dAm anh trang. Mt ngai che kinh kin mit, va ngai khong néi
mot 1 ndo.”

“Lam sao ba biét ngai mudn mot thanh gwom?” Charlie chdm t&i xa dé€n ndi hat d6 mot
chén dwong.

Ba Kettle lat cai chén lai va xtic dwong tré vao.

“Chau xin 16i,” Charlie néi, “nhwng lam on, 1am sao ba biét ngai mudn gi?”

Ba Kettle thoc sdu vo thi chiéc 4o len cia minh, 14y ra mot mau gidy gap nép. Ba mé no ra va
dat 1én ban. “Do day nay.”

Bon tré tr6 mat dom mot tir duy nhat trén to gidy:

“Caledfwich”

“Chau khdong doc ra duoc,” Charlie néi. “N6 khong cé nghia.”

“V&i ba thi co. Cai tir d6 ndi véi ba rang hiép si nay khong phai 1a hiép si binh thudng, lai
cang khong phai ké ltra gat hay choi kham.”

“Nhung né cé nghia la gi?” Charlie héi don.

“Cung khong biét that a, Charlie Bone? N6 khéng hat 1én trong dau cung sao?” Ba Kettle sam
soi nhin vao mat no.

Charlie nhin con chit trén to gidy. “Khong. Chau xin 16i. N6 khéng c6 nghia gi ca, tri phi...
la tiéng xr Wales?”

“Dung. The la cung biét hét roi d6. Pling né la mot tir xit Wales. D6 la tén thanh gwom cua
vua Arthur, nhung chi dwoc nhac dén trong nhirng truyen thuyét co ctia xwra Wales. Pén nay né
van la mot mat m3, chi duoc st dung béi nhitng ngwdi dang tin céy

“Oa!” Olivia thé hat ra. “Chdu cdm thdy minh vinh hanh qua.”
“Khong dwgc hé hé véi bat cir ai.” Ba Kettle dat mot ngdn tay 1én moi.
Ba dira tre sOt sang lac dAu, va Charlie 1ap nhap, “Chi néi v&i ngwdi ma chau cé thé tin cly
bang cd mang sdng cua minh. ’
“Khi nao hiép si tr¢ lai 1dy thanh gwom a?” Emma hoi, vira nghi minh c6 thé thwc hién mot



chuyén bay dém nira.
Khong biét. Ba cir doi thoi. Can phai ren can guwom nira. Ba nghi ba s€ dung mot chut vang,

va bac Ba Kettle ng6 dam dam qua dau Id tré. “Tham chi ba s& dung mot, hay hai vién ngoc
trai.”

Charlie swc nh¢ ra tai sao minh den day. “Suyt nita chau quén mat.” N6 nhic cdi 4m cua
Feromel dé 1én ban. “Cai nay da soi nong lén dém qua.”

"Vay u?” Ba Kettle dat tay 1én cai am den xi. “Gio né ngudi roi. Nhung dém qua la mot thoi
khic nguy hiém. Cach day vai cidn nha, nhitng twong da bat dau chuyén dong.”

M1eng Emma ha hoc ra. “Ba biét viéc d6 a?”
“Ba lu6n theo doi thiang bé dé. Ca nhitng ké dong 16a dang so ctia nd. Ba nghi cung ciing da
trong thiy ching trong khi bay roi.”
“Chau khong thé tin vo mat minh,” Emma ndi. “Eric nhin cham cham mét canh cira va thé 1a
nguoi dan 6ng da bwére ra. That kinh khung.”
“Chau da nghi Eric,” Charlie Jam bam.
Ba Kettle ditng 1én va don nhitng cai ca khong vao khay. ’ ‘Dén gior di lam. Quan 4o may cung
kho roi, cac cd bé.”

Charlie quyet dinh ra vé trwéc khi nhiing bo ao lién quan duoc céira. N6 thoa thuan hen
gap bon con gai & quan Ca Phé Th Kiéng vao budi chiéu. Cam cai 4m 1én, n6 cdm on ba Kettle
trong khi roi tiém.

Charlie vira quay lai dwong Filbert thi thiy Benjamin vira hdc téc chay trén dwong vé phia
no vira hoi.
“Charlie! Charlie! B6 c6 thiy Hat Pau ddu khéng?”
“Khong.”
“N6 chay mat tiéu roi. N6 giat day xich ra khoi tay minh va chay biét tam.” Mat Ben]amln

nhim nhiu lai lo lang Khi chay t&i bén Charlie, n6 khom ngudi xudng, thé nhw bo. “Minh dau
x6c ca hong vi chay.”

“Hat Dau diu c6 hay di ki€u viy.”

“Khong bao gid, trwdre gior ddu cé thé. N6 c6 thé di dau, ha Charlie?”

Charlie co nghi dén tat ca nhtrng noi ma Hat PAu muén téi ma khéng c6 Benjamin. Chi ¢
mot noi bat ra khéi dau né: “Chattypatra.”

Benjamin ding thdng phét 1én. “Chattypatra? Y bo néi 1a né t&i Ngach T8i?”

“P6 1a noi ban gai ctia Hat P4u s6ng. Khéng phai n6 khoai con ché nho d6 tit tho 10 sao?”

“0r ding,” Benjamin cong nhan.

“Thé thi tui minh di mau.”

“A khong, khong phai Ngach T8i,” Benjamin rén ri, “minh ghét noi d6.”

“Minh cling ghét. Nhwng néu b6 mudn tim Hat Dau thi minh nghT noé chi & do6 thoi.”

Trong khi chay lup xup den Ngach T6i, Charlie nhin ra minh Van con cAm cai 4m den. N6 bat
dau khién canh tay Charlie méi nhir va Charlie wérc gl minh dé né & nha. Charlie ké cho
Benjamin nghe minh vira gap bon con gai va chuyén Dagbert nham nhe muon dim chét ching.

Tuy nhién né khong da dong dén thanh gwom. Mac du né tin tuwdng ban, nhung Benjamin
khong duoc ban phép thuat.

Nép nhan lo 4u ctia Benjamin cang siu hon. “Dagbert cling da c6 dim chét tui minh, ding
khong.”

“Minh nghi vay.”

Khi dén ngo hém dan toi ba can nha so 13, hai dtra con trai budc cham lai. Charlie khong
ngac nhién khi cdm thay cai 4m dang néng lén. Nhiét d6 & Ngach T6i ludn thap hon nhitng noi



khac vai dg, va strc néng ctia cai 4m héa ra lai c6 tic dung tran an.
Trudc mat ching sung sting ddy nha cao voi nhitng ban cong den xin, nhirng mai nha nhon
hoAt va nhitng con thi bang da vién quanh cac cira so dai.

“Minh khong nghi Hat Pau ¢ day,” Benjamin ha thap giong, “Trir khi ho bat né vo trong roi.”
N6 bat gidc rung minh.

Charlie thodng thdy mot chuyén dong noi khde mat. P6 1a tAm rém, hay ngdi nha hoi chao
nghiéng?

Benjamin thé hdc 1én, n6i khan ca giong, “Charlie, c6 gi chuyén dong. M6t trong nhirng sinh
vat da & clra s6 do.”

Chung dirng do ra tai cho, so sét nhin ngdi nha cia ba cd Venetia. Dot nhién canh ctra bat
m& va Miranda chay do xuéng nhitng bac thang, mdi tay xdch mot con ché, ca hai déu sda nhw
dién.

“Hat P4u!” Benjamin hét, lao vé phia con ché to.

“Em thiy cic anh t&i,” Miranda néi. “M¢... mo... ba ta mudn nhot con chd cta anh trong ham
rurou. Nhwng em da gitt n6 an toan cho anh. M¢-... ba ta khéng thich cho.”

Benjamin vong tay 0m choang 14y con ché by, chi ta nong nhiét liém cht nhan cia minh.
Gwong mat ciia Benjamin bat dau bung 1én hanh phuc.

Charlie nhan thiy mit Miranda sung bup, c6 hai vét dd chay xuéng hai bén ma. “Em ON chi,
Miranda?” né hoi.
Miranda nhin Charlie tuyét vong. Khong Em nghl la khong,” con bé thi thao. “M¢... mo'...”
RO rang n6 khéng thé nao phat am dworc tir
“Ba cd cua anh thwong hay lam gi em?” Charhe noi.

“Ba ta khong thich em.” Miranda lam lét nhin ra sau mot cai. “Ba ta chi quan tam téi Eric
thoi. Eric, n6... né khong con la em trai cia em nira.”

“Sao vay? No6 lam...?”
Hat Pju bat thinh linh sua toang 1én canh bdo. Khi n¢ phong l1én nhitng bac thang, birc twong
than 1un bén canh ctra ngoac ra cudi hiém doc va bay bin 1én khong trung.

“Coi chimng, Miranda!” Charlie hét. N6 c6 day con bé ra khdi dwong bay ctia than lin, nhung
khong thé tin ndi, birc twong d6i hwdng trén khong trung va nhdm ngay chéc Miranda, nhao
trang lung con bé.

Con nho guc xudng ngay chin Charlie roi nam xoai ra via hé. Mit né trang nhu to gidy.



Chiéc Ao Choang Bi Panh Cap

Charlie va Benjamin bang hoang dén noi khong thot nén 1oi. Chattypatra liém téc Miranda, v
tham thwong, sau d6 Hat Dau bat dau tru lén. Tiéng cho ai 0dn khién bon con trai birng tinh.
Charlie quy xuéng va dé dat cham vb vai Miranda. Rat khé, n6 goi tén con bé.
Mi mat Miranda dong day. Con bé rén ri.
Mot nguoi dan 6ng hién ra ¢ ngudng cura. Ong ta toc nduy, ép vatra sau, deo kinh. Vira thiy
eranda ongtarulén hoang hot va chay ao xudng nhitng bac thang.

“Chuyén gi thé nay?” nguoi dan 6ng thét.
“Chau ” Charlie lap bap.

“Miranda! eranda'" Ngu'o'l dan 6ng cudi xuong con gai minh. “O'n troi! N6 con song " Ong ta
bong con nho 1én tay, ra 1énh cho bon ching. “Noi cho ta biét chuyén gi da xay ra'
Charlie chi biét néi véi | Ong ta su that, nghe that lo bich. “Birc twong than lun...” N6 quay ngoat
lai. Birc twong da tré vé cho cii ctia n6 bén canh clra, thinh ling, khong chép mit. Chila mot
kh&i da. Charlie hit mot hoi that sau va noi, “Chau biét 5 ong khong tin dau, thua 6ng, nhung bitc
twong dé da bay xuéng day va dam trung 1u'ng Miranda.”
Nguwoi dan 6ng nhin Charlie tran tréi. “Ta tin chau. Ta la Shelhorn, cha cia Miranda. Ta nghi
chac han chiu la Charlie.” Ong quay sang Benjamin. “Con cau la Benjamin, b&i vi c6 con ché.
eranda da ké cho t6i nghe vé cac cau.

“Chau nghi 6ng la 6ng dwong cua chau,” Charlie noéi.
Ong Shelhorn c6 vé ngac nhién. “Chéc la vay. Nao Charlie, cau lam on dwa Chattypatra di khoi
day duoc khong?”
Charhe Tui ban lai. “Chau nghi la khong dugrc, thua 6ng. Miranda sé ra sao néu khong c6 no?”

“Di nhién né sé nhé& Chatty. Nhung ta s¢' sé co diéu khong hay xay ra VO’l con ché néuno & lai
day. Th1nh thoang ta sé dira Miranda t&i thim no, néu ta... néu vo ta...” Ong so sét liéc téi canh
ctra dé m¢. “Ta phai dwa Miranda vo trong nha. Lam on di, cac cau. Lam on dwa con ché di di.”
Mat Miranda chép mé va con bé néi. “Co_gi tong vo lung con. Pau qua.”

“0, cung oi. P& ba dwa con vd nha nhé.” Ong Shelhorn bong Miranda 1én béac cap va v0 nha.
Chattypatra lao b6 theo ho, nhung canh ctra déng sap lai trwéc khi né kip [én téi noi.

“Gio sao?” Benjamin tho dai.

“Tui minh phai gitt Chattypatra, chit con lam sao nira?” Charlie noi.
Chattypatra lap titc rd 1én nhirng tiéng kéu tan vé trai tim. Birc tuwong than Iun nhin né. Charlie
nh1n birc tuong. Va blrc twong givong anh mat tro d4, hiém doc vé hudng Charlie.

“Puoc day, than lun! Gioi gay tai hoa di!” Trao Benjamin cai am Charlie ph6ng lén ciu thang,
chop l1ay Chattypatra va nhay mot phat xuéng via he. ‘ ‘Chay!” no thét.
Benjamin chay, Charlie bay theo, v&i Chattypatra ngo ngoay, kéu la duéi nach né. Hat bau
chém bén canh ching, thic giuc chung bang nhing tiéng sua dong vién. Néu chung ma 0’ nao
khac trong thanh L pho thi han nhitng cwra s6 dd mo tung ra voi nhirng giong noi tirc gidn muon
biét viéc gl ma ndo loan lén vdy roi. Nhung ¢ Ngach Toi nay thi khong. Hau het cac ngbinha
déu vang chu. Vai nhdim nguoi o do thi cui dau xudng coi nhw khong phai viéc cia minh. Ho
khong muon biét nhlrng gixayra & ba can nha so 13.

“Udc gi Billy & day,” Charlie tho ph1 pho. “N6 c6 thé nghe dwoc con ch6 kho khao nay noi gi.”

“Pling... goi... Chatty 1a... khor khao.” Benjamin thé khong ra hoi. N6 dirng lai, hit voé khé nhoc.
“Coi kla'"
Pang di vé phia ching 1a ba con meo. Chiing dan hang ngang budr, vai sat vai, dong, cam, vang.
Nhirng cai dudi to nhong lén cao, nhirng cap mat vang ruc dan chat vd Charlie. Hat D3u ngoi
xuong, giwong mat nhin chidng. Chattypatra im bat. No th01 odn oai ma nhin nhitng sinh vat
sang ruc kia cho téi khi chung dén du'ng bén Charlle rir rir day nhlp diéu.

“Chao, nhung con meo Itra!” Charlie n6i. “Cac ban cam phlen noi gi do6 vé&i con cho nay di?”
Nhu'ng con méo ltra khong cam phai khich I&. Sw Tit, con méo cam, ngéc dau lén va keu mot



t1eng meeoo lon huong thang v6 miii con ché nhé. Duwong Cuu, con méo ndi tiép tiéng goi, va
roi con meo vang, Nhan Mg, luyén lay doan két.
Chattypatra mé lim di. No h1t hit nhu'ng con meo llra va Vay duoi roi rit.

“Té nghi chiing hoan thanh rbi d6,” Benjamin néi. “Bé né xudng di, Charlie, coi xem né cé chay
theo dwoc khong.”
Charlie dat Chattypatra xudng via hé. N6 ngéi xudéng, sung suéng quat cai dudilong xu lap
phap xudng dat.

“Du chung noi gi thi ching cling du dwogc con cho roi,” Charlie noi.
Strmang cua nhiing con meo lra moi chi bat dau. Tleng kéu cta ching tat di, chung tlep tuc
bwdc vé phia ba ngoi nha so 13. Trong phong thai nhanh nhen, hung diing cta ching co chu
dich chét nguoi. Ching dén dé gitt an toan cho mot dira tré, dé bao vé con bé khdi birc twong
than ltn, khéi ba di ghe va thang em chuyen ém bua.

“Gio thi minh khong cdm thay qua lo ntra.” Charlie tho phao nhe nhém. ‘Néu co gi khong ché
dwoc birc twong than lun phai & nguyén vi tri cia han thi d6 I1a nhitng con méo ltra.”
Ba con meéo di t&i nha ba cd Venetia. Chiing leo ciu thang téi birc tuong than lun va nhin tring
tring v6 do. Hai long la n6 chwa dong day, ching tw dong vao vi tri. Nhan Ma & bac thang trén
cung SuTw ¢ ctra, va Dwong Cuu ¢ bure tuong hién.

“Tui minh vé théi,” Charlie néi.
Khi d4m con trai buéc ra khdi hém toi, Chattypatra ngoan ngoan di theo ching.

“CON VAT NAY LAM GI O DAY?" ndi Bone quat 6m toi.
NgU‘O‘l cudi cung Charlie muon gap khi veé t&i nha 1a ba noi ban tinh, ghét ché cta no.

“Con ché dé la cua ba em tao. May an cip né!” ndi Bone thic cho Chattypatra mot cai bang mi
giay den bong 16n cta ba ta.
“bung!” Charlie thét. “No khéng phai cho ctia ba Venetia. N6 la cia Miranda. Chau cham s6c¢ n6
Vl ba Venetia khong thich cho.”

“Tao cling khong thich. Cho né ra. Puéi né di.” Ba ta x6 t&i con ché nhd, khién né voi chay tot
ra nup dudi gam ghé trong hanh lang.

“Tao khong chira chap n6, may nghe ro chwa!” n6i Bone rit giong. “Dudi con vat thoi tha d6 ra
khéi day.”
Charhe kéu la. “Ong cau Paton, ctru con!”

“Han khong c6 nha dau,” ndi Bone noi, thoa man v6 cung. “Ca ba ngoai may cling khong. Chi co
minh may véi tao thoi, Charlie Bone. Vi vay, tong con cho ra, khong tao sé glet no!”
“Aaaahhh!” Charlie thét vang. No quy thup xudng san, bo xuéng gam ghé va l6i Chattypatra run
ray ra. Kep con cho dwoi nach, ng lao ra clra, trong khi ndi Bone chay di lay vii khi bi méat cia
m1nh cay giy kiém nguy trang bang mot cai du den.

“Aieeee!” Charlie mo ctra trudc ra va nhay xuén nhiing bac thang.
Benjamin dang ding bén ngoai nha né. Nghe thay tiéng thét la, né dinh bing qua nha s6 9 xem
530 thi Charlie da ban photra khoi cua va bang ao qua dwong.

“Noi Bone!” Charlie thet lac ca giong. “Ba ta dang phat khung! Doi giét Chattypatra.”
N01 Bone. Hat Bau hiéu cdi tén nay. N6 gir mot tiéng hung ton va chic han da xong qua nha s4 9
roi néu Benjamin khong tiim vong cd né lai.
Charhe nhao nhao chay len bac thang nha Benjamin va cung nhau ca bon chui tot vé nha s6 12.

“Bé&t 6n a0 ndo, cac cau,” chd Brown Ia ti trong phong lam viéc clia chd. “Ching tbi dang rat
ban

“Ba Maisie khong lam bira trua cho chau hom nay a?” ti€ng c6 Brown cé vé thit vong.

“Chau s€ khong vé nha mot thoi gian,” Charlie dap. “Noi do khong an toan.”
“0?” c6 Brown xem ra khong 14y gilamlo ldng. LA mot tham tir tw, cd Von da quen voi nhiing
chén hiém nguy. Noi Bone khét tiéng 1a 4c doc, nhung ba ta chwa bao gid giét ai ca - theo nhw
c6 Brown biét.
Benjamin nay ramoty. N6 ngo vo thu phong. Bano dang ngoi trén ban viét con me n6 dang
viét trén chiéc ban nho, vwong vai day gidy. Mai r6i mé&i nhan ra Benjamin dirng ngoai, o
Brown nguéc 1én. “Ba me vira nhan mot vu 4n. N6 héc hiém, kich thich dén ndi ba me khong



the buéng no ra duoc.”

“Cé tin gi vé cau bé nguoi s6i khong?” chi Brown hoi. “Ba da goi cho 6ng thi trwong roi, nhung
ong Ay bao S6i Hoang nim ngoal quyén han ctia 6ng a .Viéc té 1dm, Ben, Rt t&.”

“Da, khong co tin chinh xac,” Benjamin ndi, roi thém. ‘ Con khong ngh1 ba me sé€ an bira trua
nay?"

Co Brown nhin v&i Ve ay nay. “Me nghi co banh mi..

Khong sao dau me,” Benjamin twoi tinh len “Tui con sé téi quan Ca Phé Thu Kleng

“Hay day.” Co Brown mim cudi nhe nhom. “Co6 rat nhiéu tién trong hi duwong.”

Hii dlrng dwcrng khong c6 duong | ké tir khi c6 chti Brown quyet dinh kiéng duwdng ludn. Gio' nd
dwoc dung dung tién dé danh, ma thuong vun 1én dang ké moi khi gia dinh Brown lao vao mot
cong vu doi hoi phai thay dobi quan 4o va hda trang nhanh,

bung lic dé Chattypatra chon cach tw gioi thi€éu minh. N6 x4n x6 t&i bén cd Brown, tin cAn vay
Vay cai duoi xu.

“Thoi khong thém cho nira!” c6 Brown than van, tuy c6 hoi mém long khl c6 vuot cai ddu mém
mai cua Chattypatra. No dé thwong qua,  nhung that tinh la chung ta..

Charlie tho dau qua ctra. “Khong lo dau c6 Brown. Tui chau sé& dwa né t6i quan Ca Phé Thu
Kleng

“No la cho lac a?” chi Brown hoi.

“Khong a, nhung hoan canh cta né thwong tdm ldm. Ben sé& giai thich cho cb chii sau. C6 ch
vui long béo cho ngoai Maisie biét tui chau di dau.”

Quan Ca Phé Thu Kleng khong dong nhuw ngay thir bay. Con v s6 dia dung day nhitng moén
trong ngon mat & trén quay. Charlie va Benjamin la hai vi khach duy nhit dang x€p hang,
chiing con c6 thé chuyén tro chép nhoang véi 6ng ba Onimous. Vira nghe xong cau chuyén
tham thwong vé Chattypatra, dng ba dong y ngay sé gitt n6 trong quan dén chirng nao sé phin
no duoc dinh doat.

Nhu'ng con cb bé dé thi sao?” ba Onimous hoi. “Ta rat tlec phai néi thé nay, Charlie, may ba c6
cua chau dang bi tong giam hét di... cad ba ndi chiu nira.”

“Chau ciing nghi vay,” Charlie buon ba.

Ong Onimous chom _qua khoi quay, bum tay che miéng va néi khé. “Ciu c6 thing em 1a mot..
mot nguoi lam da song day?”

“Xem ra ding la vay,” Charlie néi.

“Phién todi roi day. Phai lam gi do vé vu nay. Ba Pike c6 kha 1én chat roi. Nhung ba a ay sé khoe
hon nhiéu néu tim thay con trai.” Ong Onimous nhoai xa hon doc theo quay khi mot phu ni
nhé quit, téc trang va mot con ngwa Iun tf hon téi x€p hang. “Co Blankhoff, han hanh gap cd,”
6ng Onimous don da. “Hém  nay Brunhilda thé nao?”

Charlie bung hai dia pho mat 6ng, banh nhan ly gai, banh bich quy rac que t&i mot cai ban bén
ctra sO. Benjamin theo sau voi mot cai to 1on dung thit bit- tét thai miéng, ga vién va than bao.
N6 dat cai to xudng ddt, va ngac nhién thay Hat Pau lich su ngoi bén canh cai t6 trong khi
Chattypatra chon xoi sach sé nhiing miéng bit-tét khoai khau nhat ctia cb nang.

Chattypatra rut dau lai, sung swong liém mép, nhung Hat Dau khong nén nong tién ngay dén
cal t6 ma doi dén khi chin chic Chattypatra da no né roi.

“B6 cb thay chwa?” Benjamin ndi. “Y minh 13, phai chang d¢ 1a tinh yéu.”

Charlie nhat tri, nhung dau 6c né dang luu tam dén thi khac. Tt vi tri cia n6 bén ctra s6 cé thé
thiy ré hém Ech va, mdc du khong chac chan 1dm, n6 nghi minh vira thdy mot bong ngudi quen
quen chay men theo bitc twdng va blen mat v mot dan dé dang lu Iu di to1.

“Nam con dé,” Benjamin nhan xét. Co dt chd cho tit ca chiing khong?”

Chung bé ti ti ha,” Charlie JAm bam. “Benjamin, hinh nhw minh vira méi thay Joshua Tilpin &
da

Co gi ngac nhién diu. Thang d6 ludn rinh rap bdé ma, Charlie.”

“Ké tui n6.” Charlie can que pho6 mat.

Chung phai kéo dai bira trira cia ching thém mot tiéng nita. Bon con gai hen t&i chiéu méi téi,
va dén luc ching xuat hién thi Charlie da nhan hét hai muoi ldm que phé mat, theo nhw
Ben]amln Charlie khong hé dém. N6 cAm thay bu6n non.

“Tra hoa cic nhé,” ba Onimous dé nghi khi Charlie ldo ddo t&i quay, nac cut lién tuc.



Charlie cam ca tra va nguri ngui mot cach hoai nghi. Nhitng canh hoa nodi trén mat nwéc. Tda
mui kha dé chiu. N6 lai ngoi xuong khi Lysander dén cung voi Gabriel Silk. Lysander van chwa
thuyet phuc dwoc Tancred xa roi c6 ban gai cia anh. “Méi tinh” cia anh voi Lauren dang tro
nén than thiét hon, theo nhw anh thong bao véi chung. Lauren nho anh géi loi chao tit ca bon
chung, nhung Chu nhat nao chi a ay cling phai di tham ba.

“Lauren tuyét qua Ben]amln tan duong.

Charlie chwa hé néi chuyén voi Gabriel ké tir bién c6 bwc minh véi Dagbert. N6 hoi ngwong
ngung khi Gabriel vd va ngoi xuong canh no.

“Anh khoe chit, Gabe?” Charlie ng6 ngang qua khu6n mat dai, lic nao cting bi xi ctia Gabriel.
Gabriel khong thé biéu cdm khéc dl dwoc. Trong thi do nao nhung hom nay duwong nhu trong
long cau co roi roi hon. “Cling & on,” cdu noi, dat Rita, con chudt cwng nhat cia minh, 1én ban.

“Ne, c6 1€ anh khong ngo noi nhu‘ng gi thang Dagbert dam lam dau?” Charlie hoi.

“r” Gabriel nd nu cuoi buon ténh, “Toi khong ngoc, em thay day, Charlie. Toi biét thang nguoi
ca dang cd y lam gi: chia ré tat ca tui minh dé tui minh khéng con gitup dé 1an nhau dwoc nita.
Hirm, chiéu d6 khong xi nhé véi anh dau.”

“Hay lam Gabriel Silk!” Olivia vo thup mot cai vo lung anh chang, khen ngoi.

Gabriel do nhtr mdt 1én. “Cac vi dinh khong cho t6i biet dang c6 chuyén gi xay ra a?”

DPa c6 qua nhiéu viéc xay ra. Trwéc tién ching phai ké cho Gabriel vé cai ngay ching di lung
ki€ém Asa thi gdp cai chét ctia 6ng Pike. Sau do Gabriel va Lysander ngo virc lang nghe Charlie
mo ta birc tuong than lun dich chuyén va vu gidi ctru Chattypatra. Dén khi Olivia thuat lai viéc
hlep sIyéu cau ba Kettle ren thanh guwom, thi Lysander khong con kim ché dwoc nira.

“Ngai dy la ai? Ngai dinh sé lam gi voi thanh gwom?” Noi to mo qua stc khién cho giong néi
tram cua Lysander ré 1én the the nhu tiéng vet,

“Ngay ca ba Kettle cung khong biét,” Emma néi.

Gabriel coi b6 suy tw. “Gwom da,” anh noi, nhét Rita tré vo tui ao.

“Anh n6i gwom da la sao?” Olivia hoi.

“Guom da! Gwom da! Gwom da!” Homer quang quac t trén vai cia Lysander.
“Suyt'" Charlie vé chan con vet.

“Suyt!” con vet lap lai.

Gabriel cho dén khi that im ling méi néi. “Cac ban cé chic chdn Ia Hiép si mic 4o choang dé
khl cacban trong thay ngal khong?”

“Chéc chan,” Olivia dap. “Ca 16ng chim do cdm trén mi giap nira.”

“Thu vi that Gabriel noi.

“Sao Vay7 nhirng dira khac nhao nhao.

“Béi vi tdm o choang cua Vua bo bién mat roi,” Gabriel nhin quanh nhitng gwong madt chét
dleng ‘Cac ban biét toi am chi t&i tAm 4o choang nao roi ch?”

Con gi ma nghi ngd? Charlie lo so tirc khic 1a chiéc 4o sé& roivao tay cua nhitng ké khong thich
hop. N6 ludn tw hoi lam sao ma tam 4o quy gia nhuong 3 ay lai ton tai dwoc nhirng chin thé ky.
N6 biét rang Guanhamara, con gai cia Vua bé, da mang tam 4o tdi Y, khi nha vua bién mat. N6
dwoc lvu truyen qua bao thé hé hau sinh cua ba dé rbi cudi cung ngw trong mot cai reong mon
vet trong ngoi nha xiéu veo cua Gabriel Silk & trén d6i. Co lan, Charlie da chwng kién phép
nhiém mau v6 song ctia tdm 4o choang d6. Boi vi Gabriel da mac né trong tran chién voi thay
buia Harken. Gabriel U Ii, hién nhw cay cé da chiu dung néi cudc tan cdng chét ngudi cia lio
thay bua ma van binh an vo su.

“Lam sao ma tdm ao0... bién mit dwoc, Gabe?” Lysander hoi. “Anh muon n01 dén vat vo gia
nhuong do? Mot vat quy bau nhu vay. T4m ao choang cua chinh Vua Do.” Trong khi néi,
Lysander bit dau vung ca hai canh tay Ién cuong glan “B0, em khong khda ky né lai a?”

“Cé chi.” Bi xtic pham sdu sac, mat Gabriel d6 ran. “Nha toi la nhitng vé si canh gitk | tdm ao do.
Anh cho rang gia dinh t6i khong xtng dang voi vinh du nay sao? Gia dinh tdi gin gitt n6 1a bau
vatva canh chung né bang ca mang séng cua minh.”

“Anh da cat 4o & dau, Gabriel?” Emma hoi khe.

“Trong mot cai hom dé dudi gam giwong ctia ba me toi. Thinh thoang, khi toi bi hanh kho chiu,
ba tdi lai cho t6i mat né vao. Ba toi biét né sé& xoa diu toi. Cau hiéu tai phép cuia toi ch?”
Gabriel nhin Charlie va Charlie git dau. “U’'m, tdm 4o choang la vat duy nhat tirng c6 ngudi mic



roi ma toi c6 thé mac dwgc. Cuoi tuan vlra r01 t6i cAm thdy birc boi trong nguoi qua mire. Toi
danh xin phep ba cho t6i duoc mac 4o chi vai phut théi. Ba t6i tir chéi. Khi toi nai ni mai thi ba
t6i méi bao ‘Gabriel. N6 bién mat roi. Ching ta khong con c6 chiéc 4o choang nita’.”

Ca bon sitng nguoi nhin Gabrlel hoang hon via.

Vay la né da bi danh cap,” Lysander néi dirt khoat.

Lan dau tién Charlle thodng nghi hiép si trén cau c6 cttu chung that khong. R6i con thanh
gwom 13 sao? L& nao ba Kettle nhAm 1an? Coi chirng hiép si to1 ctra nha ba khong phai 1a nguoi
dang tin cdy. C6 1€ 6ng ta da hoc biét dwoc ngon ngir bi mat ctia ho, va dung né de chiém doat
thanh gwom nhiém mau, mot thanh guom co thé dwoc str dung dé chong lai nhirng ngwoi ma
ding ra dang khan thiét can su tro gitp clia 6ng ta.

Charlie dirng 1én. “Ching ta phai bao cho ba Kettle d& phong. Em phai téi dé ngay day, trudéc
khi ba ay trao thanh gwom cho moét... ke mao danh.”

“Charlie, khoan d3,” Lysander ngin lai. “Chi vi tdim 4o choang bi mat, thi khong nhat thiét phai
nghl h1ep sila ke mao danh.”

“Nhung ciing khong c6 nghia 1a khong phai.” Charlie day ghé cuia no lai.

Khoang khac tiép theo, Charlle bi tim chdt boi mot ban tay manh mé, day longla. Charhe cau
be cuata,” 6ng Onimous néi. " ‘Dirng di voi. Ta da dinh néi véi cau tir trwde. Ta dd nhé ra.”

“Ganglén!” Homerla leo léo.

Lysander bum tay che mé Homer. “Ong nhé ra cai gi, 6ng Onimous?”

“N6 & dau... 161 di bén dwoi lau dai. Noi ma cau bé nguoi so6i co thé bi giam caAm.’ Ong Onimuos
cwoi tuoi roi voi ca bon, tw hai long vi minh da nhé ra mot thong tin quan trong dén vdy. "Ba
co cua ta da tong lam viéc ¢ trong hoc vién Bloor. Chi la lao cong thoi, nhung la mot nguoi rat
x0ng x4o0. Ba da tim mot ctra sap o dang sau san khau. Ba da mé& né ra va leo xudng, vo mot can
phong toi den c6 bao nhiéu 1a quan 4o cii treo trong ti. Ba &y mudn di xa hon, nhung dén Tong
cua ba tat, ma ba 1a nguoi yeu bong via nén danh phai di 1én. Sau d6 ba hoi mét nhan vién khac
vé né. b6 la mot 6ng gia, mot nguoi hau gi dé, sinh nam 1799 - hay twong tugng coi - va 6ng
dy tra 1o ‘A, ding, c6 mot 10i tir can phong dé, di sau Xuong, sau xudng, sau, sau, sau tit vo_
trong long dat t61 tam. D6 14 mot cAu chuyén xua, xwa ldm roi, cich day 14y, 1au, that 1au, rang
101 di d6 dan di mai, di mai ra t¢i tin dong song”.

“Tui chau da vo canphong do6 roi!” Olivia vot miéng, giong no Vo lic rac vi phan khich. “Nhung
& dang sau né toi dén noi tui chau da khong dam di v6 qua xa.”

Ong Onimous vut tit nu cuoi. Vay thi rat c6 nhiéu kha nang bon ching da nhd6t cau bé toi
nghiép dwdi do.” Ong nhin Charlie. “Nhung ta khong bao cac chau nén di xuong dé dau day,
khong, khong doi nao. Ta khong thich nghi rang loi noi cla ta ddy cac chau vao mot cudc hanh
trinh nguy hiém chét nguoi.”

Nhung da qua tré cho 6ng Onimous rut lai 1&i cia minh. Mot khi da noéi ra, ching co tac dong
titc khac 1én Charlie. N6 da nhap nhém nham téi 16 trinh nguy hiém chét ngudi dé roi.



Charlie va cudc hanh trinh nguy hiém

Y dinh cta Charlie la di toi tiém Am Dun canh nhanh cang tot, nhung c6 rat nhiéu nguoi
trong thanh ph mudn chan dwong né. Dau thwong tat va sttt seo day minh, Manfred Bloor van
c6 uy lwc kinh khiing d6i véi nhiing dira tre duoc ban phép thuat khac. ]oshua Tiplin 1a mot
trong vai dira khAm phuc hin mé muoi nhat va thing ndy con hon ca sét sing giup Manfred
Bloor tra thu Charlie.

Manfred biét nhitng con meo Itra la thi pham gdy ra nhitng thwong tich ghé hon cho hin,
nhung ching lam thé Ia d€ bao vé Charlie, vi Vay Charlie phal bi trirng phat. Ngoai ra, con co
van dé Asa nira. Manfred van chua tir bé y dd “S6i Hoang”, nhuw tat cd moi nguwoi goi Asa. Thém
vai tuin nira trong nguc toi thoi, Manfred tinh toan, la A3a sé tré lai nhw xwa: mot sinh vat hiy
diét hoang d3, san sang tuan thi moi ménh Iénh ctia Manfred ma khong dan do ... trir phi
Charlie Bone tim ra ciu bé nguwdi séi va phéng thich né.

Charlie nhan thirc ro laco nhing ké  nguy hiém dang an nup trong thanh pho nhung né
khong biét chiing 4n & dau, va phai mat may phut n6 méi hay minh da chay vé huéng nguoc lai
vOi hwdng minh dinh di. Nhlrng dén luc dé thi da qua tré cho né xoay chuyén tinh thé.

Charlie dlrng chay. N6 dang di Xuong mot day ciu thang go hep ri dan v6 mot ngo hém t6i
den nhu myc. “Minh dang lam gi & day thé nay?” N6 tw héi. “Minh dang dinh toi tiém Am Pun
coma. Sao lai c6 canh nay?” No cO quay dau leo tror 1én dé ra 4nh sang, nhwng hinh nhw né bi
tac ket ngay trén cau thang. L6i duy nhat né c6 thé di dwoc 1a di xuéng.

“Hr, tao sé& khong di dau!” Charlie hét vo bong t6i. “Tao sé& dirng tai chd sudt dém néu phai
thé.”

Cau thang danh vong. Charlie tl mot tay biu chdt vo tuong va hon xiéu phach tan thay no
tudt luét dwoi nhirng 1ngon tay minh. Cau thang dang dich chuyén cang lic cang xa noi c6 anh
sang. Khi cau thang tang toc, Charlie bi quang téi trudce, dap phich xuong madt da ctrng lanh.
Chan cang no nang nhw chi, c6 cua quay nhung vo ich. Charlie cam thay moi hoi thé trong
nguwoi bi tong ra hét, vand khong con du strc dé ma hét 1én.

No6i khi€p dam khién Charlie nhdm mat lai. R6i né tir tir mé mét ra. Charlie thdy mot quang
sang dang trudc, cach do vai met, phatra ti mot cai den [6ng I6m, trong c6 xuwa dat @ o dwm dat.
Phia trén quang sang do hién ra ba b mat dwoc chiéu té - nhitng bd mat khong cudi xép
chung véi bong t6i mit mung. Joshua Tiplin va hai chi em sinh d6i nha Branko.

Du dang loa mat, Charlie khong can téi mot gidy dé nhan ra, ndng luong tir tinh cta Joshua
két hop voi siéu ndng cua hai chi em sinh d01 da kéo né vo con hém hiém ac nay. Bay gio strc
manh cta chung dd manh hon trude, lai cdu két véi nhau nén ching tao ra mét trwedng luc hiu
nhu khong gi pha néi.

Khong hiéu bang cach nao, Charlie xoay x¢ bat duoc tiéng noi ra khoi co thé dau nhw dan
ctia minh. “Tui bay muén g17"

“Tui tao khong muén may,” mét trong hai chi em sinh déi tra 1oi trong tiéng cwoi ve vun.

“Ma may phai hira mot 101,” dira kia trong hai chi em sinh déi tiép, giong con nay duc sau va
hiéu chién hon.

“Mot 1oi hiva?” Charlie rén ram.

DPén lwot Joshua ndi, giong clrng ran, khong thwong xét. “May phai tir bé ¥ dinh ngu ngdc di
tim Asa Pike.”

“Néu tao khong bd?” Charlie map may qua ké rang.
“Khéng c6 néu,” hai chi em sinh déi dong thanh. “May phai ttr bd.”



Co tleng 1& dat rung rung phia trén Charlie. N6 quay dau lai, ding ldc thdy mot tang da 1on
bat vang ra khoi vi tri cua no trong birc tuong cao sat day. Charlie 1% ban lai, gior hai tay 1én che
dau, cho hitng mot cd roi khong thé tranh vo gitta so.

Nhung tang da d6 khong hé cham dén né. M6t con gid bao liét quet xuong con hém; bi chup
cirng trén khong trung, tang da tréch ra khéi dudng bay va bd nhao xudng ngay bén canh
Joshua Tiplin. Mot tleng thet choi 6¢ vang 1én khi Joshua bi nhic hong chan Ién va bi x4ch di
mat. Hai chi em sinh d6i, bAm dinh vao nhau, , cting chiu chung s6 phan. Charlie c6 thé nghe
thay ban chan ching dap nhirng birc twong cua ngod hém trong khi ching 16n tiing phéo trén
khong, gao rd twa nhw nhitng ntr than bao ti.

R6i mot tleng sdm dinh tai va mo6t dam mdy den ngom ludn cudn trén dau. Tiéng gao khoc
cta 10 tré trén khong nhoa thanh tleng ru kinh hon khong ngirng ma déan bi nhan chim vo tiéng
sdm va tiéng mwa roi 1op dop xuéng mat dat.

Charlie cu6n minh thu lu that tham thwong va cho con bao di qua.

Phai can toi mot nguon nang luong vo bién maéi co thé tao ra thoi tiét hung han dén vay, va
chti nhan gay ra n6 khi xong viec thé nao cling mét nhtr tur cho ma xem. Anh ta nén dé con bio
tan cham cham hon 1a bat né két thiic dot ngdt nhw thé.

Mai cudi cung, khi Charlie triéu ho6i di can ddm ma ngoc dau lén, né nhan thay cay den long
du bi phu trum trong bdo cat, van con sang. Ai do da xich cay den lal gan Charlie. N6 trong thay
hai cai cang dai boc trong hai ¢ ong quan jean wot nhep mau xanh dwong. Hodng so mot tran tan
cong khac, con tan khoc hon tran n6 vira maéi chiu dung, mat Charlie hai hung | lwdt dan 1én
trén. NO thay mot cai ao khoac thuy tht, mot chiéc khan quang c6 mau xam, va trén chiéc khan
quang, mot gwong mat mim cwdi c6 mai téc vang dwng tua tua tén dinh.

“Charlie!” Tancred goi.
“Tancred,” Charlie thé déc. “La anh that khéng?”
“Cht con ai. Em 6n chi, Charlie?”

“U'm, em chua chét.” Charlie ¢6 gwong dirng ddy nhung can cé canh tay ctia Tancred d& méi
xong.
“Sao anh biét em & day?”
“Di theo con buém cuia em. Anh da nhan ra né ngay lap tiec. N6 cuéng quit bay vong vong
quanh dau anh, ddm hic v6 mé anh, no con can cdm anh khi né nghi anh chay chua du nhanh.

Ngay khi thay khodng khong choi voi & chd 18 ra 1a cai ciu thang, anh biét c6 cai gi d6 vo cung
khung khiép dang dién ra.’

Charlie ngoai nhin lai. Nhitng bic thang nam thanh mot déng d6 nat, xa tit bén dudi so v&i
mat duwong.
“Anh da phai nhay xuéng.” Tancred sam soi mot cdi ddm didm vo6 ngdn tay cai ctia minh.
“Tui minh khong thé ra khoi day bang dwong dy duoc.”

“Hai chi em sinh d6i,” Charlie lap bap. “Bay gi¢ chiing qua... qua manh va mau lanh. Con
Joshua thi ...”
“Chung sé mat sirc manh trong mot thoi gian.” Tancred cwoi ngoac. “Pi, Charlie. Tui minh vé
nha em nao.”
Cubi cung ciy nén trong 16ng den da chay hét va hai thang bé phai 10 mo nhich téi truor,

trong khi con budm trang chon von & trén dau, soi dwong cho chiing. Charlie ¢t nom nép lo
minh sé& vap phai mot cai xac, nhung chang thay tam hoi Joshua hay hai chi em sinh d6i dau ca.

“Ching dang nam dwéi mot canh dong & ddu d6,” Tancred néi. “Anh ¢d ¥ cho gié di manh
dé b&c ching ra khéi thanh phé.”

Charlie kinh ngac trwdc tai phép la thwong cia Tancred. “Em wéc gi minh cé thé lam duoc
diéu gi d6 hitru ich,” né [aAm tham.

Tancred vo lung né. “Em van luén 1am diéu c6 ich dy thoi, Charlie. Anh cdm thiy x4u h6



phai thu that véi em la Keo Ngot da thoi cho anh lam dwong lac 101 mot thoi gian. ” Anh nhin
con bwédm sang chéa lwon 1o nhw che chung nhay 1&én chup bit, réi cwoi pha ra. “Em biét khong,
con bué'm dé da chi cho anh thiy 4nh sang.’

“Nhu thé nao?”

Tracy thay cho anh mot t6i hiu thw: ‘Di theo con bwém dé& din do thi anh sé bi bo, Tancred
Torsson’ - cd ta néi vay dé. Vay la khong hay nhi? Anh d3 thiy ding con nguoi cb ta, Charlie.
Mot cai dau rong hip dan.”

“Chi dy rat dep,” Charhe noéi, c6 bién minh cho swly khai tam thoi cia Tancred. “Vi vy em
c6 thé hiéu nodi... ndi...

“N6i &m anh? O, dung, c6 ta rat dep,” Tancred chua chat.

Cudi cung chung ciing leo 1én dugc con dwong nhon nhip nhirng ctra hang va anh den sam
uat, Charlie dan cdm thay minh lai thudc vé thé gi¢i thwc mot lan nita.

“Lam sao tui minh t&i dwoc dwong Piminy tir day?” nd noi.
Tancred ng& ngang. “Sao em muén di t&i d6?”
Vi bay gio Tancred da tinh ngd, cho nén, trong khi bang qua thanh phd, Charlie vé lai cho

anh thay birc tranh toan canh. Ciing chinh thanh gwrom da khién Tancred luwu y,hét nhw ddi véi
Lysander

“Mot thanh gwom?” d6i mat xanh da troi ctia Tancred sang 1én. “Oal Va em nghi Hiép Si bo
c6 thé 1a ké mao danh vi 6ng dy da danh cip 4o choang ctia nha vua?”

“Em khong biét chac, Tanc. Em chi cdm thay la minh phai canh bao cho ba Kettle.”

“Anh khéng thé doi noi dé thay tiém ban am va gap ngudi tho rén nay.” Tancred ban vot di
va Charlie phai c6 cAm chay dé theo kip anh.

Con bao vira roi da nhot phan lén dan cu thanh pho & rit trong nha cua ho. Lii tré & quan Ca
Phé Thu Kleng dinh ninh la Charlie da tré vé dwong Filbert roi, tat nhién, nén thu gom thu
cung lai va di vé nha ching. Benjamin cye nhoc vat va ma khong tach du*crc Hat Dau ra khoi
Chattypatra, nhung dng Onimous da thuyet phuc duoc hai con ché bang mot goi bit-tét ctia
ché cho Hat Pau mang vé nha, va mot td kem cho Chattypatra & ding sau quay.

Dw am ctia con bao con nhan nh4 trén dau Charlie va Tancred khi chung tat twdi chay trén
duong Piminy. Tancred phan bua rang anh khong thé kiém ché duoc. “Nhuwng thoi tiét [a mot
v6 boc dé bao vé chung ta, Charlie, em khéng cdm thiy thé sao?”

C6, Charlie cAm thdy gi d6 chit. N6 linh cdm mot sw xung dot dir doi & duwong Piminy, ct nhuw
vira c6 nhitng 13n chién tuyén duoc dung lén vay. Bao nhiéu thay hap da ting song & day? Ai
trong so ho xtirng danh con chau Vua P9, va ai dung phép thuat dé chong lai hang x6m lang
giéng clia minh.

Khi chiing di toi tiém Da, Tancred ghé mit dom v clra s8. Anh riing minh rut su vao chiéc
ao khoac mua dong cua minh. “Thwr nghi coi, Charlie. Mot doi quan da chuyén dong. Ai c6 thé
danh bai doi quan d6?”

Charlie khong tra 1oi.

Bén ngoai tiém ban ca, Tancred lai chung chinh lan nita. Anh ngu¢c nhin cira so phia trén
tAm bién boi bAc. Charlie da ké cho anh nghe nhing gi Emma da thay, nhung du gi Tancred van
cw dirng lai. (O day, anh cam thay mot ké thi ma minh sinh ra dé d6i dau véi hin. Anh khong

biét minh va Dagbert c6 chung mot to tién bao to6: Petrello, nguwdi tao bio, swong mu, va nhirng
dong thuy triéu chét nguoi.

Charlie nhin tAm bién hu hit trong gié. N6 gidt canh tay Tancred. “Pi théi. Em mu6n t&i nha
ba Kettle.”

“N6 tham chi khong phai 1a mot cai tiém,” Tancred nhén xét. Chang c6 gi dé ban, cho du
bon ho 13 ai chiang nita. Nhung anh ciing ngtri thdy mui c4 ré rang.” Anh lui lai khéi ctta s6, tay
bit m{li.



Charlie khong thé cham tré cudc tham viéng hon nita, no vut chay to1 tiém Am Pun va go
clra ram ram. Tancred chay téi voino, ching doi vai gidy roi Charlie lai dap go tiép, dong hét
strc bang cai dip ctra hinh chiéc 4m.

“Troi dat o1, Charlie Bone, cai gi dwa cung tr¢ lai day | the7 Ba dang ban tay.” Ba Kettle dirng
& ngudng cira,tay khoanh tru¢c ngue. Bamac ao lién quan 1dm lem dau m& va mat ba dinh day
nho. Trong ba chang cé ¥ mudn cho ai vé nha ca.

“Xin 10i, ba Kettle,” Charlie hdp t4p noi, “Nhung c6 chuyén di xay ra, méth chuyén ma ba
nén biét.”

Ba Kettle chom téi trude va dom dao dac ngwgc xudi con pho. “Cung vo day. Chiing ta khong
muon ca 16i pho biét chuyén cda ching ta. Ai di cung v&i cung thé nay?”

“Tén chau la Tancred Torsson,” Tamcred tw gioi thi€u, bwdc vo ctra hang. “Chau dang gay ra
mot chat bao ma no6 hién dang théi qua ctra nha ba.”

“Chut bao u? Tran cudng phong chét tiét thi c6. Chac chan ciu loi hai day Tala Katya Kettle.
Han hanh gdp ciu.” Ba lic canh tay Tancred nong nhiét dén do anh phai giit 1dy vai minh,
twdng nhu canh tay roi khéi khép xwong dén noi.

Khi theo ba Kettle v6 can phong sau ctia ba, ching nhan thiy c6 tleng lach cach va tleng gl
roi tom phat ra tw hai phia bén hong chung. Nhln quanh, chung thay nap cua mot cai am mau
xanh duwong ctr nhac 1én khong lai rot cach xudng. Diéu twong tw cling dién ra voi mot cai 4m
dong, roi mot cai &m nho bang sat.

“Chuyén gi thé a, ba Kettle?” Charlie hoi.

“Chtr cung nghl 1a gi ha, Charlie? Khoi nang luong tich tu trén duwong nay duw st thoi bay
mai nha cua ba di.” Ba Kettle ngodi xuéng ghé, va thim cai tran bong lwdong cia minh bang mot
miéng gié nhem nhudc dau.

“Bao t0 ctia chau thwong khong c6 tic dong nhw thé,” Tancred néi, ngbéi xuéng bén canh
nguoi tho ren to 1on.

“Bdo to clia cung!” Ba cuoi buon rau v6i Tancred. “D6 chi la mot phén thoi. Cai ac dang len
161 trong thanh pho nay, cwng a. Pang no rd nhw moét bong hoa an thit nguoi khong 16, va tat ca
nay sinh tir anh chang Manfred Bloor tre tudi hiém doc. Sw thi hang ctia han ghé goém dén mirc
né sé tran ap chung ta, trir phi chiing ta phai lam gi d6 dé chéng lai no.”

“C6 ai biét va thanh gwom ba dang réen khong?” Tancred hoi, li€c nhin cai 4m lén dang run
ray ma Charlie quan sat nay gio.

Ba Kettle nhiin vai thit rd. “Ai biét dwoc? Chung biét nhiing gi ta lam. Ai ma khéng nhan ra
nhirng tia ltra va tiéng quai btia vong ra tir sau cai tiém nho cua ta, nhung chang bao lau nira
hiép si sé& c6 thanh gwom ctia ngai, va ching ta sé thay ...

Charlie quay phat lai. “Ba Kettle! Chau kh6ng nghi ba nén dwa thanh gwom cho Hiép S D4.”
“Piéu gi khién cuwng nghi Véy"" trong ba Kettle ngac nhién thuc tinh.
Charlie chat vat chuyén moi nghi ngo cua minh thanh 161. “Hiép sitrén cau mac 4o choang

dova .. va Gabrlel Silk, gia dinh anh ay. gur a0 khoac ctia Vua D9, a, anh 4y néi c6 ai d6 da danh
cap chiéc 40 roi; chiéc 4o cia nha vua ay.’

Charlle Bone!” Nguoi the rén nhin né phan nd dén néi né lui lai dya vé cai ban dé la liét
“Bi danh cdp w! Muon, hay c6 1& doi lai, nhung khong bao gi¢r an cap. Diéu gi khién cung noi
nhlr vay?”

“Chau khong biét,” Charlie lang tranh anh mat nghiém khic mau dong cua ba. “Nhung mot
thanh gwom nhuw the ba Kettle, s€ bat kha chién bai phai khong? Rui né roi vao ban tay khong
thich hop, thi né sé nguy hiém vé cung.”

“N6 cin phai nguy hiém, thang bé khor a. Nhirng loi cia Feromel & trong dau ba khi ba ren
thanh gwom. Chinh phap thuat cua ngai tao hmh cho khéi thép ban dwéi tay buia ctia ba. Ngai
di cung ba trong tirng bwérc ciia qua trinh nay.”



“Nhwng gia st hiép si do la ké mao danh thi sao?”

Nguwoi phu nit mé mat nhin né tran tréi, khong tin ndi. “Cung nghi 13 ta khong biét w?”

“Khong phai,” Charlie ndi yéu &t. “Chau chi gia st thoi.”

Ba Kettle dirng 1én va lai lau mat lan nita. “Hlr, néu d6 la diéu cung dén dé noi véi ta thi cung
phung phi thoi gior cda ta roi. Ta c6 viéc can lam, nhw may cwng thiy ré roi day.”

bang sau Charlie, cai Am sat khong 16 ri1 1én nhing tiéng u U, pha hoi nuorc. Cai nap 4m ndng
né ban votlén khong, roi roi oach xuong dat mot cai choang vang oc. Charlie dinh nhat no 1én
thi nhan thiy mat trang chiéu trong mat nuéc den trong long am. N6 nhin ki hon thi mit tring
lwdt khoi khung canh, dé roi dwoc thay thé bang mot vong tron Itta nhap nho.

“bung nhin!” mot giong ra lénh, nhung anh mit cda Charlie bi nhing hinh anh thay doi
trong am gilr chat lai. BAy gi®r n6 c6 thé thdy mot ngudi dan 6ng bén bép Itra, dang cho thém
canh khé vao ngon ltta. Minh dang chu du, Charlie nghi, nhung day khong phal lac. N6 tuyét déi
khong dwoc... chu du vo trong do!

N6 nghe thay tiéng nguoi luong cudng canh bao nd. Nhitng bwéc chin dang xa, mot ban tay
chia ra, nhung nhirng ngén tay bau chat vai né lai nhe ténh nhw bui.

Bay gio bat dau chuyen 10n nhao, troi lwot, chuéch choac qua khong gian ma Charlie vira
thich tha vira kinh hoang Nhu'ng gidy dau tién cta cudc hanh trinh luén luén dang so nhat, khi
chan no bi hong khéi thé gi¢i nd da biét dé troi tudt vo thé gidi né khong biét.

N6 dap xudng dong rom chat chiiu & phia sau mot can phong. Mot cira s6 nhé, cao trén
tuong, bao tron vang trang tron. Anh mit Charlie ré tir mat trang tron dén nguoi dan 6 ong dang
nuoi ngon Itra. N6 chura bao gior thay nguoi nao cao 1én va vai rong dén thé. O 6ng toat1én sirc
manh vo song, va Charlie hi vong 6ng ay khong thu dich, boi vi ré rang 6ng c6 thé bop mot
ngu'm nhw né dé nhw bép mot con rép khong dwoc chao don.

Anh sang duy nhat trong phong toa ra tir ngon ltra nhung khi mat Charlie quen v&i bong téi,
noé cé thé thay san nha tréng tron, nhitng bikc tuong gach xam xit, kit b6 héng. Bén canh ngon
Itra 1a mot cal Am sat to dung, co E dtng 1a cai am ma Charlie da roi vao.

Khi ngudi dan dng coi ngon Itra, mot ddm tro bay tung mu khap phong va Charlie hat xi.
“Long trung thanh!” ngwdi dan 6ng thét, quay khoéi dong Itra. Ong tré mit nhon Charlie, chot
da. “Mi la cai gi? Phai la ke bon chiing phai téi do la ta?”
Charlie dirng run lay bay va, hang giong néi, “0'm, khong phai, thwra ngai. Chau dén tir... ti,
chau la ngwoi chu du”
“Nguwoi chu du?” Nguoi dan ong tha cay coi lira xuong va di Ve phaid Charlie, nheo mat nhin
xuong né mot cach nghi ngai. “Mot ngwdi chu du?” Ong lap lai. “Giong nhw ba Amoret?”
“Ba Amoret?” Tri 6c ban loan cia Charlie quay mong. “Con gai it cia Vua D4? Phai, chau
nghi chau la hau dué cta ba.”
“Qua tang cho s6 ménh cuata.” Nguwoi dan 6ng vam v& chop 14y vai Charlie. “Hay biét rang
ta la Feromel, va day c6 1€ la ngay cudi cung cuda ta trén doi.”
“Ngay cubi cung ctia 6ng? Tai sao?” Charlie h6t hoang héi. “Sao lai viy?”

“Ching mudn mot vat, nhung khong doi nao ching sé c6 no dau. Hay coi day!” T mot cai
ban ¢ goc phong, Feromel nhat 1én mot cai goi boc vai do. Gio mleng vai ra, ong dé 10 mot cai
guwom sang loang. Tay cam bang vang cham khic nhiéu hinh chim mat can da ruby trén mot bd
cuc hinh vién kim cwong. Thanh chin ngang mang hinh hai con bao cé canh véi nhitng d6m
sang bang saphla

Nwée vang cd xwa anh ngoi va vé dep clia can gwom trén nén vai dé khién Charlie thé héc
1én. “Cai nay cua Vua Dé phai khong a?” n6 thi thao.

Feromel mim cwoi. “Ta tin chdu la mét trong nhitng nguwdi dang tin cay.”

“Chau hi vong minh dwoc nhw vay,” Charlie nhiét thanh.

“Thé thi hdy biét rang chinh tay nha vua da trang tri cdn gwom phép thuit nay. Thanh gwom



da bién m4t, ta hi vong sé& rén mot thanh khic, nhung gi¢r thi qua tré roi.”
Mot tleng am vang nhu tiéng sdm dong vo canh ctra va Feromel thét. “Le 1én, chiing ta phai

gidu no di.” Ong bang qua phong, nhat cay coi lra [én va trao cho Charlie. ’ ‘Hay gat ngon Itra
qua bén, cau bé, trong khi ta lam phan con lai.”

C6 hét strc dé€ khéng run rdy, Charlie cAm ldy ciy coi ltra va ddy nhitng canh khé dang chay
qua mot bén.

Ong Feromel deo dbi bao tay dai bang da vao, roi mot tay nhat can gwom boc trong goi vai
1én, cam chic, tay kia 6ng thoc thang ra sau ngon Ira va xé dich mdt vién gach 6ng khoi.

Lai mot dot dong thinh thinh x6c tai nita khién canh ctra day cua nguoi tho ren vong oan vO
trong. Hoi nong ham hap ti ngon ltra tap vao lam nuéc mat Charlie chay dan giya, nhung no6
thdy r 16 hong den trong birc twong gach, va né nhin ban tay deo gang cta 6ng Feromel, bi ltra
chay xém, diy gdéi vai dé vo cai héc roi ké mot vién gach dong lai.

“Xong roi, ciu bé. Cdm on ciu!” 6ng Feromel thdo dbi gang tay chdy sém ra va dim thup vo
lwng Charlie.

Canh ctra khong con chiu noi strc dap tlr bén ngoai nira. No do ap vao phong va ba khéi hinh
khénh khang buéc qua dong go vun: mot nguoi dan 6ng da, mot phu nir da lam lam dui cui,
cung bitc twong than Iun ma dung bén ngoai ngdi nha ctia ba c6 Vernetia.

Du van het strc luc phi thuwong cua minh, 6ng Feromel ciing khong tung n01 mot ci don. Nam
dam to xy cua 6ng nay tung khoi nhirng than hinh d4 bao tan, d6i chan dai ctia 6ng nga nhao
dwéi cai dau b6 téi cia than lun.

‘Di di, cau bé! Hay tu ctru minh!” 6ng Feromel kéu 1én.

Bin run tit chi, Charlie cuéng quit khong biét phai di dau. N6 bi bo lai dang sau vat duy nhat
c6 thé dwa no tré vé - con bwdm trang cia nd.



Can gwom bi gidu

Charlie gio nam tay lem luéc bo héng 1én dui mat. N ngudc nhin nhirng thanh xa rirc sang
anh Itra 10, mong ngong thdy d6m sang nho xiu la con bwém ctia minh. Khan thiét hy vong no
da theo minh téi day.

Lt nguoi da hinh nhw khong thay nd. Chung dang ban huy diét 6ng Feromel qua cam. Bj ap
dao ve so6 lwong va strc manh, nguoi thg ren quyet khong dau hang cho t&i ldc moi tia Itra caa
sw song trong ong tat lim. Chirng kién canh trng phat man ro' ma ong Feromel pha1 chiu,
Charlie phi than vao ga dan 6ng d4, ga chi huo mot canh tay banh ki Ia gat Charlie vang bay qua
can phong. No lui hui ding day va htic vao chan con mu da, nhung vo ich, khac nao c6 huc do
mot than cay.

Burc twong than lun chia 4nh mat tro da, hung ton vao Charlie. Han xoay nguwoi mot phat,
ngang cang Charlie ttr phia dwoi. Charlie hong gio nga up xuong dat IAn nira, va, khi n6 nham

mat lai dau d&n, mot ludng sdng phut qua tAm mat nd. Khoang khac tiép theo, né tréi lénh
bénh.

“Charlie! Charlie!” nhitng ti€ng goi tir xa troi dan dén.

“N6 dang chu du phai khong? Pang 1é n6 khong nén nhin v6 cdi 4m dé.” Giong nay om xom
va cau kinh.

“Chau nghi n6 dang ra khoi dé kia.”

Charlie thay minh nhin xuong mot vong nwoc den nhuw mure. T tr, né ngoc cai dau dau nhw
btia bé 1én. Khap xung quanh no, hang ha ap dun nuoc nhap nha nhap nhay. Anh sang tir ching
tda ra ch6i dén do Charlie phai nhim tit mat lai dé tranh bi l16a.

“Ngoi xuong, cau bé.”

Charlie dwoc diu téi mot cai ghé, vané vo cung cam kich dat than minh nhirc nhdi cia minh
xuéng. Mot gwong mat to, bong nhy mo hoi, di sat vao mit no.

“Cung lam thé dé lam gi, ha?” ba Kettle hoi. “Lam chung to6i so mot mé bat via.”

“Xin 16i,” Charlie 1ung bung. “N6 tw nhién xay ra. Ong 4y can chau, nhwng v ich roi. Chau
khong thé giup dwoc gi.”
Tancred trao cho Charlie mot Iy nwdc. "Em di lau dén may thé ky luén dé, Charlie. Dong
cing tai cho. Khong diu hiéu sw song. Anh véi ba Kettle khong sao dich chuyen em duoc.”
Charlie h&p m4y ngum lén thtt nwére lanh dé chiu. “O trong d6 néng dé so,” né lap ngap

“0 dau, cung? Cung da di dau?” Gwong matlon ctia ba Kettle doi di khi ba ngbi xuéng chiéc
ghé bén canh ghé ctia Charlie.

Hit mot ho'1 that sau, Charlie néi, “Théat ra, chau nghi minh da & ngay tai day, c6 ca 6ng
Feromel ntra.”

“Feromel?” ba Kettle bt gidc chap tay vao nhau. “Cung da gap ngai?”

Charlie liéc nhin gwong mat hoan hi ctia ba. “Xin 16i, ba Kettle. Chau da co, nhung vo ich.
Chéau khong thé giup duoc dng dy. Chau da chu'ng ki&n canh & ong ay chét. Ga dan 6 ong da da giét
6ng ay. Sw thuc ma chiing ta biét 1a nhuw vay.”

“Chao!” Tancred lang lang thot 1én.

Mot quang im lang kéo dai trong khi Charlie dau tranh tw van lwong tam, khong chic cé nén
ké cho ba Kettle nghe vé cai can guom vang do hay khong. Bala hau dué cda Ong Feromel,
duwong duong chinh chinh, ba phai biét vé su ton tai ctia nd, nhung Charlie van 1an can nghl
Hiép Si Do chwa chdn di 1a ban.



“Plrng 16 mat thodi chi thé, cung.” Ba Kettle cAm ban tay Charlie, vo vo. “Chic chin cung
khong thé xoay chuyen dwoc dau Hot xtic xac da d6 ra. Bon dé tién da ra tay khi dau 6c cung
chim vo trong cai am kia. Ba Von luén thic mic vé né mai.” Charlie nhin theo 4nh mat ba té1
cai Am to dung, dat trén ban. “D6i khi ba nghe thay c6 tiéng luc duc, roi cé nhitng khi ba thé 1a
ba thiy anh lra nhang 1én khéi mit nwédc den cia né. Ba ludn tin rang cai 4m c6 d6 phan chiéu
két cuc bi tham cua to tién minh. thng tai sao? Ba thuwong ty hoi. Muc dich cta viéc ngai lwu
lai ngay cudi cung ctia minh trén doi nay la gi?”

Charlie khong thé gidu diém s that 1au hon dwoc nita. “Béi vi 6ng ay glau mot vat, ba Kettle
a,vaco le,ong dy hy vong, mdt ngudi chu du nao do, giong nhw chau sé trd lai va thay cho 6ng
ay gidu no.

“Gidu cai gi, Charlie?” Tancred hoi.

Charlie nhin tir Tancred qua ba Kettle. “Mdt can gwom. Ong 4y bao né do chinh tay Vua Do
trang tri.”

“Cai gi!” ba Kettle nhay bin khdi ghé. “N6 & dau, Charlie? Ong Feromel d4 gidu né & dau?”

“Trong 6ng khoi.”

“Ong khoi?” nguoi tho ren hétlén, chay toi canh ctra kim loai. “Thé thi & trong 10 swéi. Ba
phai dap tit Itra di mé&i dwoc.”

“Khong, khong,” Charlie néi. “Khéng phai trong 10 swdi. N6 chi c6 moét chit ltra 6ng 4y nhém
trong can ph(‘)ng ?

“C6 mot ng khoi kia,” Tancred chi mang twong bao 6ng khoéi & dang sau mot 1o swdi lon
bang sat.

Charlie ldc dau. “N6 & gan mat dat, vi vay n6 phai thip hon ndc 1o suédi.”

Tancred nghi hodc nhin cai 10 swéi trong kién co. “N6 phai nang dén ca tin.”

Ba Kettle khong hé bac b diéu dé. “Pi nao, may cung, gitp ba mot tay.” Ba buwérc téi 1o swdi
va bat dau giat no ra khoi birc twong.

Hai thang bé khong con cach nao khac, phai xan o1 giup ba. Hén la 10 swdi chua do 1tra,
trong khi Charlie 161 tlr phia mat san, Tancred giat & bén trén Charlie, va ba Kettle kéo & trén
dinh. Tt twr motbénlo swdi dénh dang bat dau dich chuyén khéi twong. khi né tach ra mot 16
hong chu'ng ntra mét, ba Kettle la 1én. “Dirng lai, may cwng. Ba c6 thé nhin v trong 6ng khoi
dwoc roéi.”

Charlie ghé mat dom vo trong 10 swdi. “Mot cdi 16 rat nhd,” né nhin xét.

“Thé thi ching ta sé cho no6 to hon.” Ba Kettle di huynh huych qua canh clra sat v xudng
ren va quay tro' lai hau nhu ngay ttrc khic, 1y ra mot cai bua that 1on. Ep minh vo gitra birc
tuong va 1o swdi, ba ddy mot phat cyce manh bang cap mong to I6m clia minh. Lo swdi lui lai it
nhat mdt mét nita, cho ba tho rén du chd dé quai buia vao birc twong day dng khoi.

Rac! Chi mét baa la du dap v 'nhitng vién gach trén ong khoi. Bi bao boc trong dam bui den,
ba Kettle dong thém mot nhat nita. Voi nhat thir ba, mot dong gach vang khéi day 6ng khoi, vui
ba Kettle t&i tan dau goi.

“Aa-ha!” nguoi tho renreo lén chién thang. “Charlie, dén lwot cung d6. Cung coi ngai
Feromel da cat vat bau dé & dau.”

Dung chin hit ddng gach v ra dé 14y dwong di, ba dich t&i phia sau 10 swdi va chi ¢ai 16 16n
minh vwra dap ra. “Cung nghi sao?”

Charlie khong biét phai nghi gL.No cb twdng tuwong can phong toi noi n6 da giap 6ng
Feromel gidu can gwom. Liéu cai nay c6 dung la 6ng khoi d6?

“Tim di, Charlie!” Sw nhiét tinh cia Tancred thoi tung nhitng ddm bui 1én khéng, khién
Charlie bat ho.

“Binh tinh, Tancred!” ba Kettle trach ct. “Nay, Charlie deo cai nay v6.” Ba trao cho n6 mét



do6i bao tay qué kho.

Charlie can than deo chiing vao. Chuyen dong cia n6 cham chap va luéng lu, b&i vi dau 6¢
né day 3p méi ho nghi. C6 1€ mot vat quy nhw vay khong bao gior duoc tim thay, nhat la boi mot
dtra nhw né, cai thang khong bao gior té ra xirng dang dwoc cham vao vat sé hitu ctia nha vua vi
dai.

“Cai gi niu cung lai vay, Charlie?” ba Kettle diu dang hoi.

“Bao tay nay qua rong,” né gia vo.

“Thé thi thdo né ra. Hom nay khong c6 Itra trong ong khoi.” Ba Kettle bat cwoi, Tancred ciing
cwdi theo. Tiéng cudi cia ho dwdng nhw lac didu véi tinh hudng ton nghiém nay.

Charlie thdo chiéc gang tay phal ra va ddt xudng néc 1o sudi. N6 dang chan gat vai mau gach
qua bén, roi quy gdi xudng trudc cai 16 rong trong day o ong khaéi. N6 c6 thé thay gach & dang
sau, trét dinh lai bang nhua duong va b6 héng. N6 chom téi trwdc va ra ban tay deo gang khap
bé madt birc twong. Co mot vién gach hoi lyc suc bén dwoi ngdn tay no. Charlie nghi bung minh
da khong nhin thay N6 dang nghi vé tdm a0 choang bi mait cap. Néu Hiép Si D6 la ké trom, thi
liéu 6ng ta c6 xrng dwoc trao cho thanh gwom thin?

“Chau khong chic phong nay ding hay khong,” n6 ndi.

“Chac chian ma. Ngai Feromel da song & ddy. Ngdi nha nay hau nhuw khong thay 601 " Ba
Kettle nhin Charlie that 1au, that xody. “Cung c6 chac khong, cung? Thit Ian nira coi.”

Mot lan nita Charlie ra ban tay quanh tuwdng. Vién gach 1éng tao ra mot tiéng lich nhe, gai
nguoi, nhwng Charlie khong nghe thiy.

“Cai gl d6?” Tancred la 1én. “Anh nghe c6 tiéng gi.” Cau quy goi xudng bén canh Charlie.
“Nghe nhuw cai gi dang léong ra.”
“Chi la vOi vira thoi,” Charlie phan doi.
Tancred khong chiu. Tho han dau va vai vo bén trong ong khoi, anh s soang mang tuong
bang ca hai tay. “Pay roi!” Anh nhic vién gach 16ng va dem no ra ngoai anh sang.

“Cha!” ba Kettle ap hai ban tay to 1on vao ma minh. “Ba khong tin noi. C6 gi trong do,
Charlie? Pang sau vién gach c6 gi? Mau 1én, MO xem sao, cung.’

Charlie tho tay phai v6 trong cai hoc Nhiing ngon tay no ro trang mdt trén cia mot vat clirng
boc vai. Mat mot tich tic chan chir, n6 cham cham 16i cai boc ra khéi birc - twong. Bén dudi lop
bui day, miéng vai dé phai mau 10 ra. Charlie thay minh khong thé thé néi. Am thanh duy nhat
trong can phong hinh nhwla tiéng tim né dap hoi ha. N6 trao cai boc cho ba Kettle.

“0Oi, Charlie!” ba thé déc. “Ba c6 nén nhan?”
“Di nhién,” Tancred nén nao. “Mé& tam vai ra. Chiing ta hdy xem di.”

Phai mot luc, ba Kettle xtic dong den nodi khong nhic nhich dwoc. Ba nhin mdt cach ton kinh
cai boc vai day bu1 roi than trong mé no ra.

Trong anh sang cua phong dung 3 am, cai can gwom trong tham chi con 16ng 14y hon Charlie
nh¢. Choang soc dén khong thot nén 101 ca ba nguwdi nhin anh vang ruc r&, nhitng con chim
tinh x40 va nhitng con bio can saphia.

“D6 la vat dep nhit chau thiy trong doi minh,” Tancred tram tro.
“Khong chi dep, ma con bat kha chién bai,” ba Kettle n6i. Ha thip giong dé€n ndi hiu nhw bon
tré khong nghe dwoc, ba thém, “va cé6 phép mau.”
“Nh& n6 khong khép véi thanh gwom ctia ba thi sao?” Tancred hoi, doi khi ciu lai thuce té
mot cach dang ngac nhién.
Ba Kettle quay ngoat doi vai rong ctia ba va ra 1énh. “Theo ba!”
Hai thang bam sat got ba qua canh ctra kim loai, v6 can phong ma ba goi la xuwong ren. C6

mot hop kim loai dai nam dai trén cai ban tho. Ba Kettle mé nap hop lén va ho ngam nhin
thanh giwrom sang choi. Ngay ca khi chwa hoan tat, né ciing khién mot con rung minh chay doc



s6ng lung Charlie - trong n6 that nguy hiém.

Miii gwom thon dan thanh mo6t ddu nhon phan trac, nhung phan chudi gwom thira ra mot
dai kim loai dai chirng mw¢i lam xang-ti-mét.

“Khong c6 tay cam,” Tancred nhan xét. “Y chau néi 1a né khong cé can.”

Mot lan nira, ba Kettle mé céi goi bui bam ra. Ba kinh cin nhin can gwom hoan my va roi, rat

than 1 trong, nang no 1én sat mat. Ngo xudng phia du6i hai con bao c6 canh, ba vui mung thét
1én, “Pay roi!” va quay phan dau can gwom vé phia bon con trai.

Chang thdy mot khoang den & gitta - m6t ranh hep dwoc lam dé tra cai gi nhw 1a phin duoi
cila mot thanh gwom vao.

“Charlie,” ba Kettle néi, “nhac thanh gwom lén.”

Charlie chui hai ban tay dinh b6 héng v6 quan va nhe nhang nang dai kim loai méng & chudi
thanh gwom lén.

“T&t, gitr chac 14y,” ba Kettle ra Iénh.

Ba mim cwoi voi chiing, nhung Charhe co thé thay laba rat hoi hop, khong dam tin chac can
guwom c6 thé tra vira thanh gwom. “Cao 1én, Charlie,” ba n6i, giong ba hoi run.

Charlie nang thanh gwom 1én thém vai xang-ti-mét nira, va ba Kettle tir tir tra can gwom dai
kim loai. N6 lach v6 khe ém dén noi duwong nhwr c6 mot lwc hip dan kéo canh ctia nhitng con
bao troi xuong lwdi gwom sang loang.

“Dugc lam d€ khép nhau,” Tancred thé hit ra.

Hau nhw déng thoi véi loi cdu ndi, mot con giéo manh lua qua san xuong ren cung voi mot
tiéng thé phao phut ra tir dau dé sau trong nhitng bitc tudng cd xua.

Charlie nhin Tancred.
“Khong phai anh,” Tancred noi, lo 1ng nhin quanh ph(‘)ng
“Do la ngai Feromel ba Kettle bao, mot dong nudc mat ngan wot mat ba. “Cam on, Charlie.
Ngai da yén long roi.” Ba dat thanh gwom gior da hoan chinh vo hop ctia né va déng nap lai.
“Chau c6 lam gi dau, thit ma” Charlie ndi, hoi boi roi. “No6 ci thé xay ra théi.”

“Cung dd lam nhiéu lam r01 glcr cung phai co gio chay théi,” ba li€c nhin ra cira so. “Troi toi
roi Kia, c6 lé ching da dén roéi.

“Ai co?” Tancred hoi, thap thém nhic vai l1én.

“Manfred va dong bon, dui chiing Ia céi gi hay la bat cirai.” Mat ba Kettle nghiém lai khi ba
dan hai thang trd lai bién 4m dun nwéc. Va khi Tancred va Charhe buwdc ra ngoal troi xam toi,
mot tiéng thi thao tram tram rét vao tai chiing qua canh ctra dang dong lai. “Pwrng lam gi ngu
ngoc cho dén chirng nao Hiép Si Dé cé thanh gwom chia ngai.’

“Lam sao tui minh biét dwoc diéu d6?” Tancred hoi khi chiing chay héi ha trén con dwong
thap sang qua loa.

“Co 1& ba 4y sé c6 thong diép nhan cho tui minh biét.”

C4 hai ting t6c. Ching cam thiy nhiéu con mat dang dom minh qua nhitng khe ctra s6 toOi hu.
Nhung khi chiing di qua tiém ban c3, Tancred lai dirng buéc va ngudc nhln cwra sO phia trén
tam bién. “Dagbert khong c6 & d6,” ciu noéi. “Anh khong ngtti thay mui ca.”

Charlie buérc tlep tdi tiém PA. N6 nheo méat nhin vo nhiing bong ngwoi bén kia ctra sO.
Nguwdi dan 6ng da o dé: dung y cai ga da hung ho x6ng vo nha 6ng Feromel va nghién su s6ng
ra khoi 6ng. Charlie lti sung lai trudre anh nhin tro trao cta nhitng con mat d4 thoi 16i. “Tui
minh ra khéi day le 1én,” n6 néi khan khan.

“Di mau,” Tancred néi, chay t&i Charlie va réi vwot qua no.

Khi chiing di hét dwong Piminy, Charlie quyét dinh ghé tiém sach co Ingledew. Noi nay gan
hon dwong Filbert va, néu may man, sé gdp Ong cau Paton & do.



Tancred 1an v6 bong t6i, goi to. “Gap em ngay mai, Charlie.”

Charlie cwdi mét minh. N6 vui vé phong queo vo ngé Nha Tho Lon. Co den con sdng bén
trong tiém. Charlie go ctra va hai gidy sau, Emma mé& ctra.

“B6 da & dau vay?” con nhé héi. “Ong ciu ctia b6 & day.”

Charlie lao v v6 tiém. That dé chiu khi dwoc bao quanh béi 4nh sang diu va nhirng quyén
sach mau nhe, dwoc dam minh vao bau khong khi dam am, va dwoc thay Ong cau Paton tram
ngam ngo ra phia trén cap kinh nira vang trang.

“Con c6 rat nhiéu chuyén dé ké cho 6ng nghe,” Charlie ndi.



Tam vai liém teo rut

Billy h6i han vé quyeét dinh nghi cudi tuan trong truong cua minh ngay sau khi nhitng dira
tré khacra Ve het Nhin lao Weedon dong roi cai then canh ctra nang neé ,no lién bi noi c6 don
xam lan. Gio' n6 tham chi con khong c6 Rembrandt bau ban nita.Cé I1é ba bep trwong da tim
cach cho con chudt vo trudong. Nghi vay khién Billy twoi 1én ti chit va né tirc téc di tim ba bép
trudong.

Billy ng6 v6 moi cang-tin va nha bép,ké ca nha bép xanh 14 cay cua mu Weedon-mu ta dang
ip xoong nodi lodng xodng xudng chd phoi bat dia cho rao nuwérc.

“Ba c6 thiy ba bép truwdng dau khéng?”Billy rut re héi.
“Khong!”"ngwoi dan ba bi thit quat.
Vao nhirng ngay khac,101 dap nhuw the c6 thé dudi Billy lat cut chay di mot nudc.Mu Weedon

luén khién né so hdi,nhung h6m nay né van dirng chon chan tai cho. “Ba c6 biét ba 4y & dau
khong?”

“Khong biét. Hom nay tao truc”.
Billy ho mot tiéng thac thom. “U'm. Chau sé& dén day dn tdi nhé?”

“Mot trai trimg”,mu ta hdm huc. “O’ day.6 gior ding duyt. Tao khong phai hau may. Khong ai
bao tao ca”.

“Chéu xin 161", Billy Iui ra.

Con hon mot tleng nita méi téi bita toi. Va sau dé la gi? Lén giwong,no ngh. Billy di 1én

phong ngu chung va bat diu doc lan thir nam quyén Nhirng dira tré cia khu rirng moi. N6 dang
doc t&i doan ngdi nha cta bon tré bi chdy rui,thi chot nghe cé tiéng cao cira.

_‘May Phuc!” Billy ving ngay day va chay ra mo ctra. N6 mung hiim khi thiy con ché gia dén
nodi quy thup xuéng ma 6m cham I4y con ché.

“Ba bé&p trwdng dau?” Billy hoi,bang tié€ng ut it trAm tram.

“Sg!”May Phuc sua.

“Tao biét. Ba 4y s¢ thing nguwoi ca. Nhung ba 4y dau?”

Pau May Phuc guc rii.

“Ba dy & trong phong cta ba & canh Pong ha?”

Con cho gia thé kho kheé-hay 1a né thé dai?Billy khong chic. “Di,tui minh di tim nao”.

Billy khong bao gio biét ctra nao,trong bao nhiéu ctra & tang bdn,la phong ctia ba bép
trwdng,nhung no biét chac May Phuc sé dan minh dén ding ctra. Sau khi leo 1én hai day cau

thang va di 10 mo qua may cai hanh lang t6i,ddi 4m,cudi cung ching t&i mot canh ctra khong
son phét,cé mot doi giay di bé nhé dit bén ngoai.

. Billy g6 ctra. Khong 161 dap. NO mo cira kéu mot cai két va ngo vo. Mot chiéc tap dé sach sé
nam trén mot cai givong ngan nap Trong phong cé ghé,ta ngdn kéo,va tu dung chén dia. Mot
tdm tham mon xo xac bén canh giwong 1a thir duy nhat lam ém ban chan tran duéi san 16t van
nirt né. Mot doi dép 1é dat & cudi giwvong. Trong con mai.

Billy nhin May Phuc. “Tao khong tin ba bép trwdng sdng trong can phong nay”,né noi bang
mot trang sia nhe ma né biét May Phic hiéu.

Phan (rng duy nhit ctia May Phic la nghiéng dau.

“Gi d6? Trong may lo ldng vAy,May Phuc. C6 gi may chwa ndi véi tao. Hay 1a tui minh khong
con la ban nita?”



“Ban!Ban!bing”,May Phic sua. “Trén tim”.
“Pworc. Tui minh sé€ choi sau”.

Trén tim la tro choi May Phic wa thich nhat,bi vi né choi tro nay cuc gioi. Mii no lu6n dan
thang téi cho Billy nup. Mdc du,thinh thoang, dé thém phan khich,n6 gid b6 khiru giac ctia n6
tam thoi khong theo y no.

Billy va May Phuc choi trong nhirng hanh lang Vang lang va nhirng phong ngu chung cho téi
gan 6 giokhi Billy voi va xu6ng cang-tin xanh 14 cay.

Qua tring dang doi n6-mot qua tru'ng ludc lai chong cho trén dia,bén canh mot lat banh mi
méng dinh. M6t mau gidy trén ban nhic: “An xong rira dia”.

Billy b6c qua tru’ng lanh ngat ma nghi dén 1 nhitng . qua trirng long dao nong hoi ngoai Maisie
don cho no6 khino & nha Charlie. May Phiic rau ri chau chuc nhin Billy n qua trirng ngudi va
miéng banh mong.

“Ngon?”con ché gia nua hoi.
“Kinh t&m” ,Billy néi. N6 di v6 bép,rira dia xong roi dit 1én chd up bat.
“Gi ti€p?” Billy hoi May Phuc.
“Tron tim”,May Phuac dap
Thé van hon ngdi ch6c ngd6c mot minh trong phong ngt chung.
May Phuc xi di tron trude. Chiing bat dau & tién sanh. Billy nhdm mat lai, dém dén mot tram.
N6 c6 thé nghe tleng mong chan May Phic lach cach di 1én cau thang chinh. Téi chidu nghl

Billy chic chin tiéng méng 4y queo trai,sau dé chiing hoa tan vao bau tinh mich bao trum khip
toa nha.

“Mot tram”,Billy n6i trong 16ng nguc,va né bat dau di 1én ciu thang.
May Phuic khong thé nao m& dugce ctra va no ciing hlem khi mit cong dong ctra lai, thé cho

nén Billy bo qua nhitng canh ctra dong im im & lau hai va lau ba. Chi c6 cac budng tam la May
Phic c6 thé vo dwgc, nhung khéng budng tdm nao c6 né ca.

Trong khiiachleo 1én mot trong rat nhiéu cau thang, Billy chot nhan ra minh dang hudng
1én gac mai, va lap tirc tim n6 thot lai. Lao Ezekiel dd tung hay cho né sb-cd-la trong mot can
phong thap den khi ¢ trén gac mai. Lio dung sb-co-la dé phinh ph¢ Billy va hita chang jau nira
chame ti té,tot bung sé dén nhan nd lam con nuoi. Co diéu ho khong bao gio dén. Va so-co-la
va nhitng 1oi hita cung hét khi Billy két ban véi Charlie Bone.

Billy 1én t&i dinh cau thang va hit ngti khong khi. Mui 6 thiu va Am méc. Nhirng béng dén
khi dit trong 16ng sat tod 4nh sang I mu,run ray xuong hanh lang hep.

“Minh sé khong t6i d6 dau” Billy tw nhu. Nhung roi n6 thay mot cai bong vut qua mot canh
ctra kKhép ho. Tao sé cho may thém mot co héi nira, May Phic, n6 nghi,va né kiéng got,rén rén
hét strc,vd cin phong t6i thui dang sau canh ctra.

That ngac nhién, Billy nhan thdy san nha ctia can phong duoc thap sang bang nhing hang
anh sang mong manh. Thi ra la nhtng khe nut dwdi van san cii da dé cho anh sang tur can
phong phia dudi roi lén. To mo muén biét cai gl dudi a 4y, Billy c4n thin ndm sdp xudng san va
hé mot mat vé mot 16 héng 16n. Canh twgng trong thiy khlen né thé héc1én kinh hii.

Thang ngay bén duoi no,Manfred Bloor dang nam trén ghe x0 pha boc nhung do. DAu han
g01 lén mot cai g01 lua va mat hin phu kin trong bay bo mau cam. Co nén tiéng thé hoc
nira,Billy chong mat ngo nhitng sinh vat nho li ti dang bo ltc nhic. Bén duoi chuyen dong oan
oai cua ching, bo mat tai mét cau Manfred dang bién ddi. N&u Billy c6 thé tin vao mit minh, thi
nhitng vét seo clla Manfred dang m¢ di.

“Bo phép thuit”, Billy thi thAm mdt minh.

Lo do, run ldy bay,Billy ngoc dau 1én, nhung tru¢c khi né kip ding day, 6 ti€ng quat thio &
ctra. “Chung ta c6 gi & day thé nay?”

“Mot thang do thdm”, van cai giong lanh budt do.



Bat thinh linh mot tam Va1 liém mau xam ma quai bay vé phia Billy, dot xém no trong nhiing
nép gap xi khoi, bop nghet né cho t&i khi né cam thay minh khong bao gio tho lai duoc nira,
dim no vo bong toi khong gi xuyén thung, lam no6 diéc boi hang ngan bau thinh lang, ghim chat
né xudng san trong moét mang lwéi thép.

Mot lat sau, khi Billy khong chac minh c6, né con s6ng khéng, né ngiri thiy, qua cai long xit
kho6i, mot mui ché khong thé sai duorc.

“May Phuc”, Billy khot khet, “May d6 ha?”

bap lai chi la tiéng tru tuyét vong, chang c6 nghia gi doi véi Billy. Tiép theo la mét trang gy,
sda va rong. Billy khong hiéu lay mot ttr nao.

“Clru tao véi,May Phiic”,n6 néi khan dac. “Kéo cai khting khiép nay ra khoi nguoi tao”.
N6 cho, khéng con tiéng sua, khong tiéng tru, khong tiéng w & ludn, va Billy biét con ché gia
khu da bo roi minh.
N6 khong thé hiéu minh, Billy nghi, va minh khong thé h1eu no. Bon chung danh cap tai phép
ctia minh roi, thi duy nhat minh c6, thtr duy nhat khién cudc doi minh dang séng.

_Trong can phong bi mat cua minh bén duéi khu nha bep, ba bép trwdng bung tinh sau mot
gidc ngu chap chon. ba lang mang nghe thay tleng cho rén ri dang xa. Ba lien ra khoi giwong, x0
dép 1é vd va m& ctra phong ngt ra. Tiéng rén ri van tiép dién, gan va khan cap

Ba bép trwdng nhan cong tac va anh den diu diu soi r6 mot phong khach a am cing. Nhimg
chiéc ghé banh thoai mai cé g01 cang phong qudy quanh 10 swoi nho. Cac birc tuwong treo day
nhitng hinh anh sinh déng, va d6 gom st vién vang lap la 1ap lanh nhw an i tir trén cac ké cua
chiéc tu li c6 xwa bang go soi.

Ba bép trudng bang qua phong khach va m¢ canh ctra nho trong goc phong. Mot buong toi
hién ra. BA mé& mdt canh cira nita & cudi budng, thi thdy may Phic ngbi dwéi chan cau thang.
Qua Ia cin phong cta ba bép trudng cuc ki bi mat.

“U'm,gi d6?” ba bép trudng ngap. “Chic 1a mi danh thirc ta diy chang vi céi gi hét”.

May Phuc sua. Ba bép trwdng khong thé néi dwoc ngdn ngir ctia nd, nhuwng ba nhin ra vé cip
bach trong tiéng sua.

“Thé thi vd mau di, d6 ch6 dwoc ban phuc”.
May Phtic kh6ng mudn v6. N6 quay lung lai va bat dau niing ninh di 1én ciu thang.
“Ta khéng di theo mi vao gior nay dém hom dau”, ba bép truwdng thi thao, hoi bwc minh.
Con ché gia ngodi lai nhin ba va tru 1én moét tiéng ni non, ba bép trwdng linh cdm c6 gi khong
on roi.

“Thé thi cho mot phat”, ba tré lai phong lay ao choang. Mac ao xong, ba dat cay den pin vo
tdi va di theo May Phtic qua hai canh ctra, can than dong lai tung canh sau lung. Khi leo 1én cau
thang ba tu trach minh sao ng& ngan qua. Chic chdn c6 gi md 4m dang dlen ra trong hoc vién
Bloor. Ba da thay thang ngudi ca va Dorcas Loom bing qua chiéu nghi, vao ldc tat ca bon tré da
vé nha ttr lau.

C6 hai 16i di v6 can phong bi mat cta ba bép trudng. Mot bat ddu & budng dé chai trong nha
bép, nhung May Phic tim mot 16 trinh dé lot qua hon. Lén toi dau cau thang, ba bép tru'(rng di
theo n6 qua mot hanh lang, dan vong véo, téi tan mot canh cira cwe nho. Bén canh cira c6 mot 6
van Op tuong bi bong bang ding kich thuéc mot con cho de cho May Phic chui ra chui vao. Ba
bép tru'cmg nhlrcm mot bén may. Ba da 1én ki ké tir giang sinh va nhat dinh sé khong dé bi ket
trong b4t clt & ctra danh cho ché nao. BA mé canh ctra nho ra va day khé& mot cai ti chen ngay
truére né. Ep minh lach qua gitra cai tu va canh ctra, ba bép trwdng vo mdt hanh lang trai tham.
May Phuc dang cho ba san.

“Gior sao?” ba bép truwdng hédi con chd gia.



May Phuc phong vot di, & tudi tac va kich thwéc cia né thi khong the phi nhanh nhw thé
dwoc. Ba bép truedng voi va theo sau. Khi May Phic téi khu vwe gdc mai ron nguoi, ba bep
trwong di cham lai. Ba bit dau cam thiy lo s¢. Bat ci phat nao, ba nghf, Lord Grimwald cting sé&
xo ravo lay minh véi nhlrng sai chan kinh hoang trong doi ing khong thAm nuéc ctia han.

“May Phuc”,ba réon rén goi, “Khong di nira”

Nhung con ché gia lai tang toc vay la ba bep truwdng chac chan c6 mot dia tré dang gap
nguy, ba hen nh¢ lai 11 tw hita ctia minh-giit can bang gitra anh sang va bong toi, gitra It tre
nghiéng Ve quy strva nhu'ng d&a tré luén ao wéc diéu tot dep cho nhau. Tai phep ctiia ba bép
tredng la gin gitt sw yén binh.

Cuoi cung ho t6i hanh lang thap den khi. Gir khé mot tleng, May Phuc di v6 can phong t01
mo. Ba bep trwdng di vai budc vo phong thi va trang mot cai dong nam dwédi san. Chiéu cay
den pin cua minh xuong san, ba bép truong thdy cai dau trang cta Billy Raven bén duwéi mot
chiéc khan quang trong nhw tim lwédi xam.

“Billy!” ba bép trudng voi quy xudng va h6i ha thio tim vai mém bo sat thin ra.

Mot giong néi tir hanh lang néi 1én. “Toi sé khéng lam thé néu t6i 1a ba”.

Ba bép truwdng bat phit diy va quay ra. Anh sang tir cau dén pin ctia ba chiéu ré hai khuon
mat quen thudc:Dagbert Endless va Dorcas Loom.

“Tui bay l1am gi & diy?” ba bép trwdng nat. “Tui bay di lam gi thang nhé tdi nghiép nay?”

“Cho dang doi né” Dorcas noi.

“PDang doi? Pang doi cai gi? Con bé doc ac”, ba bép trwong thét 1én. Ba cam nhan con mat
cua Dagbert dang xody vo minh va thay chan minh min ra nhu thach. Ba hi vong den khi leo
1ét, khong du cho thang dé thay roé gwong mat minh, nhung rui thay, chinh diéu dé6 khién cho
ba thém tré hon, va né bit dau nhan ra nhitng dic diém cia ba.

“T6i biét ba thi phai?” Dagbert ré ra.
“Tat nhién, ta la ba bép trudng”, ba quat.
_ “Khdng, y toi la cach day 1au lam kia. T6i da nhin thay hinh ctia ba & dau d6”. N6 cuoi. “Cha

toi co nd”.

“Plrng n6i nham”, ba bép trwdng la no, réi thém, “Cha ctia mi dang lam gi?”

“Ong 4y da tré vé phwong Bic. Ong dy khong thich noi nay ldm”.

Ba bép trwdng khong tin né. “Pi nhu di”, ba bdo no, “trong khi ta chdm s6c thang bé toi
nghiép nay”.

“Cam ba lam thé”, Dorcas néi mot cach cay nghiét.

“Pung,ba bép truwdng. PE mac n6 d6”. Dagbert xan x6 tién mot bwéc vé phia ba.

“Pi ngu ngay lap trc”, ba ra l1énh.

“Pi ngt”, bon ching giéu cot. “KHONG. KHONG BI”.

Bat chot, ba bep truedng thdy mot bong nguoi lu lu dang sau dam tré. Suyt nita thi ba danh
roi cay dén pin vi s¢ hii. Chic mam Lord Grimwald dang pham pham di téi. Nhung khong
phai.

“BON BAY HAY LAM NHU PU'Q’'C BAO!” giong ngudi d6 gam vang.

Pong thoi hai dira tré bi tim c6 4o va gidt manh ra sau.

Ba bép trdng nhac ciy dén pin Ién mot chiut. Ba mim cwoi vira ngac nhién vira nhe nhém ca
nguoi. “Gido sw Saltweather!”

“Chao ba bep treong!” giao sw Saltweather gilr hai dira tre quay dap chi bang mot ndm tay
vitng chac. “Pam tré nay quiy ray ba phai khong?”

“Dung thé. Bon chiing da 1am cai gi khing khiép lam véi Billy Raven dang thuong nay”.
“Thang dé én xwong”, Dagbert rong gao. “Ong khong biét 6ng day vao cai gi dau, do ngdc



gia”. N6 co gior dap mot phat thang canh vo 6ng quyén gido su Saltweather.

“Thoi ngay!” 6ng thay day nhac gam.

“T6i sé lam diéu tbi thich”, Dagbert the thé. “Ching t6i dwoc phép roi”.

“Khong phai vi ta”, gido sw Saltweather néi. “Nao,hiy tré lai cai giwong khon kho cta
chung may di”.

Tha Dagbert va Dorcas ra, dng day ca hai dira mét phat vé phia ciu thang.

Dagbert dung li lom tai chd. N6 trirng doi mat thuy quai ra nhin gido sw Saltweather. Mot
Jan may ludén cuon bao quanh vi gido sw va bat dau tran 1ap hanh lang. Tham chi ca Dorcas
cling 140 ddo lui lai,ho dit ddi.

Ba bép trwdmg thay minh khong the thé néi. May khoi xoc xuong lap day phéi ba va, néu ba
c6 thé tin vo mat minh, ¢6 ca boi xuyén qua tuong va tao bién léu phéu trong dong nwéc xanh
luc khap xung quanh ba. L& no nuérc dang l1én tdn gdc mai? ba tw hoi.

“THOI NGAY!” tiéng quat nhw sdm rén.

Gido sw Saltweather xem ra khong hé suy suyén trwéc lan may ngat thé va nhitng hinh dnh
nuwéec.

Dagbert phot ra cudi ghé ron. “Ong sé& chét dudi”.
“Ta khong thé chét dudi!”

Ba bép trudng khong chac nhitng gl minh da nghe. Nhitng 11 tram sau d6 quay quay trong
dau ba. Khong | thé chét duoi. Khoéng thé chet du01 Khong thé chét dudi. Ba nhan thay nhiing
con ca dang mo di, tdo bién héo quat lai va lan may tan loang.

Dagbert dirng & hanh lang, trong hoang mang. M6t con Dorcas khi€p dam quap chat tay né.

“Di ngll”, gido sw Saltweather ra Iénh, Ian nay véi giong diém tinh, ranh ro.

Hai dra tré cung cic quay diu va chay bién xudng cau thang.

“Lam sao thiy lam thé dwoc”, ba bép trudng ngo vuc hoi.

“Khong phai tw dwng ma tén toi la Saltweather”, vi gido suw cwoi dap.

“O'm”, ba bé&p truwdng hit thatsau va nhln ddm dam v6 gwong mdt phong tran va mai téc
trang lop phop nhu bot séng clia gido sw. “Ong 1a mot..mot ngwoi trong ching t6i?”

Gido sw Saltweather mim miéng lai va dat mot ngon tay 1én moéi. “Toi thich khong ai blet
hon. Chinh xac, toi khong phai la nguoi du*crc ban phep thudt, nhung toi c6 quyénnang ¢

nhitng linh virc nhat dinh”. Ong_ x0a hai tay vao nhau. “Nao,ching ta hay giai phéng chi bé nay
khoéi tinh thé khé chiu clia né nao”

Tam vai liém xam khong dé dang bi g& di. NO ctr bam lay nhitng ngén tay ctia ba bép truéng
va quan quanh ong tay 4o cia gido su Saltweather. Nhiéu lan ho béc 16p sgi khoi dau Bily, dé
roi lai thay mot 1&p khac bo 1én, lap vui thang bé xuong nita. Nhwng mai gido sw cling gom
dwoc nhitng lon chi sau cuing va nam chit cai thir xdm ngoét kinh hoang trong tay minh.

Cal nay, toi tin la thir ma nguoi ta goi la tam vai liém teo rat”, dng noéi chic nhw dinh déng
cOt. “N6 teo rut y nghi hon 1a teo rat vat ran”.

“N6 dwoc dét ma thanh”, ba bép tredng quan sat. “Bang kim loai rat 1om”.

“Mot ta1 phép ma Dorcas thira hwong tlr mot trong nhing to tién hiém ac clia no, khong
nghi ngo Glao sw Saltweather vo tron tAm vai lai nhw qua banh va dat vo tai quin. “Toi sé
tinh so6 no6 sau”.

Ba bép trudng quy xudng bén canh Billy. “N6 tinh roi,con chudt con nay”.

“Chuyén gi thé?” Billy rén ri. “Con dang tim May Phc thi...r6i thi...”

“Tot nhat khdng nghi vé no nira, Billy”, ba bé'p truedng diu dang.

Khong mot 1o, giao sw Saltweather cui xuong va bong Billy len ‘Chung ta c6 thé mang no di
dau, ba bép trwdng? Khong nén dé thing bé mot minh dém nay”.



“Theo tdi”, ba bép trudng noéi, “nhung dng khong bao gidr dwgc nodi véi ai vé noi toi sé dan
ong toi”.
“Suébt doi, khong bao gio!” gido sw noi.



Cudc Giai Ciru Bat Pau

Rang sang thit Hai, troi xdm va lanh buét. Troi t6i dén noi ngoai Maisie phai thap tit ca dén
trong nha lén.

Noi Bone thirc ddy sém hon thuong1é. “Ba thira biét chuyen gi xay ra khi thang em ta Xuat
hlen ma,” mu hanh hoe tw chlec ghe xich du bén 10 SU’O’I ‘Tat cd bong dén s& no tung.”

“Toi sé lo liéu hét khi né xay ra,” ngoai Maisie néi, “nhung tdi khong thé niau chao trong bong
t0i.”

Charlie con nghe thay ho loi qua tiéng lai trong khi n6 dang danh rang trong budng tim. Liic né
tro lai ph(‘)ng minh, 6ng cau Paton goi khé qua ctra phong 6ng, “V6 day, Charlie. Chung ta néi
chuyén.”

Charlie nhin v6 phong ctia 6ng cau. Ong dang ng01 bén ban v1et Ngon nén dat bén canh 6ng sdp
chay hét. Charlie c6 cam giacla hinh nhw 6ng cau chwa hé ngt chut ndo. Giwong ctia 6ng chat
toan gidy la gidy.

“ Con phai nhanh 1én,” Charlie thap thom, “keo khong con tré xe buyt treong mat.”

“Viéc nay khong lau dau. V6 day roi khoa ctra lai.”

Charlie lam nhw 6ng ciu bao va dén ding canh 6ng. “Ong c6 ngi khong vay, Ong cau Paton?” né
h01

“Qud ban” Ong cdu Paton phdy tay. “Nhung xong tat ca rbi Charlie. Ta rat hai long vé minh. Ta
da xoay x& lién lac dwoc VO’l 6ng Bartholomew Bloorva...

“Naren?” Charlie kéu Ién. “Ho cr dau?”

“Suyt!” Ong cau Paton ra Iénh. “ Bé bé cai miéng lai. Ho ¢ dau khong quan trong. Ta biét vai cho
hoi xwa 6ng Bartholomew hay lui té1 va ta yéu cau gia dinh Brown gitp ta tim ong dy. Hola
nhirng tham tir tw kién tri vo cung, va chang méy choc ho da do tim duworc. Barth 1a nguoi rat kin
ké, nhung 6ng ay dong y tro gitip. Chiéc xe thing ctia ong 4y sé& cho bén cau- cay cau da, khong
pha1 cai thanh sat tam bo chét nguoi ay dau. Ong iy sé cho cho tdi khi binh minh néu c6 thé.”

“Gan cay cau,’ ’ Charlie lap lai, co Kim ngap.

“Bén man Bic. Dudi hang cay.’ Ong cau Paton nhin sat vo mat Charlie. “ Con c6 nghe ki khong?
Con dinh phong thich cau bé nguoi séi vao dém nay chit gi?”

“Pling. Dung a.

“Julia va ta da nghién ctru ky cang, va dung nhw loi 6ng Onimous da n6i voi con. C6 mot 161
ngam tu hoc vién dan toi dong song. No trd ra mot bai cay nhé phia trén trién song. Ta chic
chan gia dinh Bloor cling biét nd, cho nén con phai can than, Charlie. Con di mot minh ha?”

"Khoénga. Co Tancred va Lysander di cung. Ca Billy nira, bai vi né biét noi chuyen voi tha.”

Ong cau Paton nhin xuéng déng glay tor trén ban minh. M3t 6ng that khic kho. ¢ “Ta cam thay ta
khong nén cho phép con tham gia viéc nay, Charlie. Cuc ky nguy hiém. Néu c6 gi xay dén voi
con...ta khong thé tudng tuong ndi minh sé& An néi thé ndo véi ba me con. Nhung...

Nhu'ng dang nao con cting lam,” Charlle noi.

“Ta biét vay, Ong cau Paton thcr dai, “ Cho nén ta da c6 hét sttc minh kha di giup cho con dé
dang hon phan nao. Ta wéc gl minh c6 mat & dé, nhung ta qua 16 liéu, vai lai tai phép cua ta...
ong mim cudi phién mudn.

“Nhiing vu no bong den duong s€ lam tiéu tan cudc choi,” Charlie vui vé noi.

Ong cau Paton gat dau buén ba. Nen nhd, 6ng Bartholomew sé& cho & man Bac ciy cau. Me cla
Asa ciling ¢ d6... va mot ngwoi nira.”
“A1 thé a?”

“U'm. Ciing hoi phtc tap, nhung khong thé tranh duoc. Chong cua ba co Venetia, 6ng Shellhorn,
da lién lac voi ta dém qua. Ong ay biét tén ta thong qua dng Onimous.”Ong cau Paton gai cam
trong khi Charlie nong long ling nghe.

“Ong Shellhorn quyet dinh phai tron khoi ba c6 ctia con - do la y nguyén dut khoat ctia 6ng ta,
vi loi ich ctia con gai 6ng dy. Con bé khéng an toan trong ngdi nha kinh khiing dé. Vi vay, ho



cung nhau tim dwong téi quan Ca Phé Thua Kiéng va 6ng Bartholomew sé don ho.”

“Con Eric?” Charlie hai.

Ong cau Paton lic dau. “Ong Shellhorn bat dic di phai d€ lai con trai. Thang bé da thay doi
hoan toan. Xem ra né than phuc ba c6 Venetia, dé né can du vao cudc dao tau bi mat nay la qua
nguy hiém.” )

“Blrc twong than lun!” Charlie la len ‘Ho sé khong bao gior qua duoc han dau.”

“Blrc twong than lun bién roi, cung.”

Charhe tho héc. ‘Sao duorc? NG nang ca tin ma.”

“Ba tho'rén ban cta con 1a mot phu nit manh phi thuong.” Ong cau Paton noi. “Birc twong than
Iun da bi khéa lai roi, va néu Eric khong biét chia khéa & dau thi né khong thé 1am cho birc
twong chuyén dong.”

“Phu u! Ong Bartholomew Bloor sé& ché tit ca ho di dau?”

“Pi rat xa, t¢i noi ma ho co thé an toan. Ma con biét ddy, 6ng Bartholomew Bloor 1a nguoi gidi
nhat trén dm veé viéc nay.”

Bat chot ¢ tleng go cu'a ram ram. “May & trong do h3a, Charlie?” n6i Bone la quang quac, lay
canh canh tay nam ctra. “May tré xe buyt bay gio.”

Ong cau Paton tron mat va day nhe Charlie ra phia ctra. “A ndy,” 6ng thi thao. “Con phai cin dén
OllVla nira.”

“Tai sao?” Charlie noi to.

“Pé danh lac hudng.” giong 6ng cau Paton khé dén ndi Charlie gan nhw khong nghe thay. “Ao
giac. Nhu'ng chiéc xe thung trang.” B
Tw dwdi lau trét, néi Bone thét om som. “Sao tao phai mat cong lo cho may tré xe buyt chi,
thing ngu kia?”

Charlie cuwoi toe toét, mé ctra phong 6ng cidu Paton va nhdy xuéng chiéu nghi. “Xong ngay day,”
no hét vang nha.

Charlie khong nhan ra sw thay doi & Billy cho t&i khi gior nghi giai lao dAu tién. Thang bé dang
ng01 trong phong dé 4o khoac, doc sach khi Charlie thay no.

“T6i nay anh mudn noi chuyen v&i em, “Charlie noi.

“Sao vay?” Billy hoi.

“Chung ta sé giai ciru Asa va diéu quan trong la phai tinh todn thoi gian.”
l(Vay a?"

“Blll em co khoe khong?” Charlie cui xuong thang bé bach tang.

“Em khong b1et Em vira trai qua mot ky cudi tuan la Iim. Em dang choi trén tim véi May Phiic
thi...roi thi...
“Th1 sao?”

“Em khong b1et Khl em tinh dy trong phong ngi chung sang nay, em khéng con nhé 1dy méot
diéu gi da xay ra.”

Charhe ngoi xuong bén thang bé. “Em cam thay on chir.”

“Em on. Ngoai trir mot dleu la em khong con hiéu | May Phuic nita, va no cliing khong hiéu em.”
Billy dong quyen sach lai. “Charlie, anh nghi coi cé truc tric gi véi muéng thi? Hay 1a em da
mat tai phép ciia minh r017"

“Khong dau Bllly Anh can em noéi chuyén voi Asa.”

“O ” Billy b6i roi. “Pé em c6. Anh sé danh thirc em day khi téi luc chr?”

“Di nhién.”

Phong dé& 4o khoac xanh da troi bat dau day bon tré va Charlie két thiic cdu chuyén. N6 di ra
san, o d6 no thiy Tancred va Lysander song buéc di loanh quanh. Cac anh dirng lai khi thiy
Charhe va Lysander ha thap giong h01 ‘Em da quyet dinh dém nay a Charlie?”

“Phai la dém nay th01 Charlie bao, “ b&i vi c6 ngudi sé cho don Asa.”

“Hay,” Tancred noi. Cang sém cang t6t. Nhung hady nho, anh nghi ching ta nen cho tdi qua
nira dém. Anh thuwong thay den trong khu gia dinh Bloor sang toi 1 gior sang.”

“Va thi 2 gio,” Charlie noi.

Em c6 thirc ddy n6i khong?” Lysander hdi.

“Ba em cho em mot chiéc dong ho deo tay khi ba di nghi. N6 c6 bao thirc.” Charlie tw hao khoe
chiéc dong hé mat den c6 vong sd sang choang.



“Oa!” Tancred an can néi. “Qua an twong. Anh hy vong né khong dung ca phong ngti chung
day
“Em c6 chacla muon lam viéc nay khong, Charlie?” Lysander bAt chgt nghiém sic mat. “Anh
khong trach em néu em hoan tat ca lai. O dwdi do6 trong bong t6i khong dé dau.”
“Va Asa c6 thé cin chét em, Tancred noi khé.
Charhe cuoi toe toét, mac du luc do, ay la diéu cu01 cung né muén lam. “Hai anh sé o dau?”
“Anh sé canh chirng Manfred, con né sé doi phé véi Dagbert.” Lysander hat dau vé phia cau
ban toc vang,
“Vay em sé& khong con phai lo gi nira, hen gap lai dém nay.”
Khi Charlie budc tro vo truong no thay mot top tré xadm quanh Joshua va hai chi em sinh doi.
Joshua bi bAm den quanh mat, cai miii cia mot dira  trong hai chi em sinh doi chuyén mau
xanh dwong, va dita kia quan mot cudn biang thun t6 bo trén tran. Joshua chi Charlie, va dam
tré quay lai, nhin n6 tran tran.
Charlie vay tui n6 mot cai vui vé.
Trong bita trua Charlie thay chon chao trong bung; né gan nhw khong an duoc gi. Sudt thoi
gian con lai trong ngay, tim no dap don dap, tay lanh toat va nhép nhap mo hoi; dén tiét hoc
cudi cung, mon tiéng Phap, no6 thay that phién ha, hai dau gdi ctr dap vao nhau. Minh khong
so,no tw nhu.
Fldeho nhoai vé phia no. “Sao vay,Charlie?”
“Im lang!” c6 Tessier min
“DE€ sau sé noi,” Charlie tham thi.
“IM LANG!” c6 Tessier rong 1én.
Charlie loay hoay mai méi gap dwgc mot minh Fidelio trong phong ngu chung trudc bira toi.
N6 ké tat tat cho ban nghe
Fidelio cau may lo ldng. “Anh di VO’l em nhé, Charlie? Anh khéng yén tam vi em vé&i Billy c6 mot
minh dwéi dé véi con thd hoang...
“Asa chwa thanh thu hoang,” Charlie noi.
“Lam sao em biét? Anh ta Ia thd it nhit hai tudn nay roi. Anh ta rat hung dit. Sao em khong bé
cudc di, Charlie?”
“Asa da liéu tat cd moi thi @€ ctru em,” Charlie néi ranh ré. “Em khong thé dé anh ay... chét
mon.”
Fldello nhin vai. “Thoéi dwgc. Anh s& d€ mat téi Dagbert néu né thirc gidc.”
“0, the nao no ciing thirc,” Charlie néi.
Van con mot L nguoi nira Charlie phai méc noéi. Olivia. Fidelio khdng khang doi di dén phong ngu
chung cua nir vdi Charlie, kéo “ coi chirng em dam sam v ba giam thi ¢ do”.
bung vay that. Ba ta dang dirng ngay bén ngoal phong ngt chung ctia Olivia, trén tay dm dong
khan trai giwong. “Tui bay cam dwoc vo day”.
“Chau chi mwon mét quyén sach thoi,” Charlie noi.
“Pi di, khong mwon miéc gi hét,” doi mat den hi ctia ba c6 Lucretia khoa chat vé mat Charlie.
“Ta da nghe rat nhiéu chuyén phlen phurc vé may do, Charlie Bone. Chung tao ai nay déu kinh
tom vi may ra nong noi nay. Hix, véi mot thiang cha nhlr cha may thi ai ddm mong...
“Ybalasao?” Charlie hét twéng 1én, nAm chit tay lai. “Cha t6i dang gia hang tram ngu’c‘ri
Yewbeam
“Han 1a mot Yewbeam, d6 ngu. [t ra d6 1a mot didu vét vat.” Ba ta mim cudi cay doc khi Charlie
gio nam tay lén.
“Charlie!” Fidelio chdp canh tay cua ng. “Tui minh ra kho day di.”
Ching vira dinh quay ra thi canh ctra dang sau ba giam thi xich mé va Olivia tho dau ra. “Chao,
Charlie. Té ¢6 quyén sach dang &y mwon roi né,” con nho noi, huo huo quyén sach day chia
dong tir tiéng Phap.
Ba c6 Lucretia bwédc khéi canh civa. “ Nghe trom la théi quen xau xa,” ba ta nat nd. “Xuodng lau
mau, 18 tui bay.”
Bon chung swong qua dén tu'(rng nhu khong tuan lénh duoc.
Trong phong vé rong ménh mong, Charlie vach k& hoach ctia né cho Olivia biét.
“Té thich di véi dang Ay hon.” Mdt con nhd anh 1én tia dir din. “Té mudn biét dudi dé thé nao.



Khong chung ¢6 kho bau.. do DPang 4y dinh mic Pyjamas a. C6 can Gng cao su khong, té nghi c6
the 161 di 4y dan t&i song

“Liv, im nghe di d3,” Fidelio nhac nhé. “Em c6 viéc dé lam.”

“A, cai gi?” Olivia bu'c doc. No khoanh tay lai cho doi.

“Tao 40 anh. Liv. D4 1a tat ca nhlrng gl to can & bo Té khong can bo chui xuong dat.”

“01 ” Olivia that vong thdy rd. “Pang dy mudn c6 a0 anh ¢ dau?”

“Toan thanh pho. To biét Manfred dang cho diéu gi d6 sap xay ra. Han bi€t té sé c6 ctru Asa,
nhung hin khong blet 13 khi nao. Han tham chi con khong biét la t& da biét chd Asa bi nhot.”
Charhe li€c nhin vé m3t mAt kién nhan cua Olivia, chottrong dauné batray ngh1 muon thoai
1u1 “That ra to khong biét chac. Tcr chi doan dua Vao 1o cua 6ng Onimous théi.”

“Cong voi linh cam cua em nita,” Fidelio dong vién. “Linh cdm mach bao em, dung khong?”

“Phai, linh cam.” Nhung linh cam cling mach bao Charlie rang n6 khong biét Asa & dau do6 siu
bén duéi hoc vién hay la & siu tuét trong bong t6i den kit, xa khéi phong phuc trang.Chi la
doan hu hoa thoi.

“Vay dang ay muon ao anh gi?”

Giong réo rat cua Olivia kéo Charlie tro ve trai dat. “Xe thung, Liv. Nhirng chlec xe thung nho
mau trang, hoi xap x€.” No rang hét strc mo6 ta chiéc xe thung cli mép mep cua 6ng
Bartholomew. ’ Nhu’ng 40 anh ctia bo sé tung hoa mu, che giau chiéc xe that, dé _phong truong
hop c6 ké theo doi. Can khoang chu'ng nam hay sau chlec dau quanh thanh pho va té can vao
khoang gitta 2 gio dung, rang sang.

“Dang 2 ay giorn ha?” Olivia kéu lén.

Khong, Charlie nghiém trang.

“U thi dang ay khong giom.” Olivia cwdi khi. “Emama sé giup danh thirc t& day. Té nghi minh sé
khoai mé vu nay.’

Chung roi phong vé, chot thay mot dang hinh cao, hoi guhiénra ¢ cu6i hanh lang. Cai hinh hai
4y bat dau khap khleng vé phia chung, va Charlie cing ngwoi lai. Manfred lai 16 mdt ra va tung
hoanh nira réi. Charlie cho cho cai ngwoi deo mat na téi gan.

Fidelio va Olivia dirng hai bén Charlie, nhin than hinh cao nhong lot vé ludng 4nh sang duy
nhat trong hanh lang.

Miéng Charlie ha xé ra. Khong hé deo mat na. Khong hé con seo. Mat Manfred lang o va tai tai
nhlr tir xwa van thé,

“Ngac nhién chua, Charhe Bone? S6c a?” Manfred tap téch tién sat dén Charlie, dirng khung
ngay trudc mat no. Chang phal tao may phudoc co lu ban tai gioila gi?” ga thanh nié&n Vuot
vu6t gd ma lang ctia minh. “Tao ca 1a may khéng bao gi¢r nghi tao tré lai dwoc nhw thé nay,
ding khong?”

Khong thé tim ra loi dap, Charlie ho khuc khuc.

“Chung toi lu6n hy vong cho nhiing diéu tot dep nhat,” Olivia phot miéng. “Rat mirng khi thay

anh.. anh dep trai nhu vay, Manfred.”
Fidelio chi con biét u & 'dang sau ban tay bit miéng.
“NGAI chw,” Manfred sua ong ong “Tui bay phai goi tao 1a ngai.”

“Vang, thwa ngai,” Olivia nhu mi.

Chung voi linh di khoi Manfred, khong dam nhin nhau, nhung khi chay téi cu01 hanh lang,
Manfred goi v&i theo.”Tao sé canh chwrng may, Charlie Bone, cho nén dirng gié tro ngu dai
day

“Vang, thua ngai,” Charlie lau bau.

C6 mot bau khong khi cang thang brt than kinh trong phong Nha Vua toi hom ay. Joshua Tilpin
an mac 16i thoi léch théch chua tirng thay T6c nd biét bét mau glay, bui, mang nhén, vo but chi.
Nhitng miéng plastisc dung dé bao tap rach lua tua, teo dinh trong 6ng tay 4o né, ban tay né
phu kin vun banh mi.

Hai chi em sinh d6i nhan thirc r6 Tancred la thu pham gay ra nhiing vét bam dap cho minh,

nén ctt nham sach va hop dung viét vé hudng cau ay, nhung stirc manh cta chung hinh nhw da
bi rtit hét va Tancred dé dang day lui ching chi bang vai hoi gio thoang

Dagbert nhin moi dién bién véi vé than nhién, co muru mo gl day. Chdc choc nd lai tom lay anh
mat Charlie va mat né néi cho Charlie biét tit cd moi diéu: Dagbert sdn sang lam bat cir diéu gi



Manfred sai khién.
Trong hai gio lam bai tap vé nha, Emma la dira duy nhit mim cwdi. Tancred da moi con nhé
ngoi bén canh minh va, do nhtr mat mii 1én, Emma nhan 16i. Ti€p dén la cwdi mai khong thoi.
Do chi 1a nu cuwoi phang phat, nhumg clr tim tim va nang cao tinh than Charlie dang keé.
Sau gid bai tap vé nha, bon tré gidi tan trong im lang. Charlie tham chi khong liéc nhin
Lysander va Tancred. N6 biét minh khong dugc dé 16 bong gi6 nao veé phi vu bi mat dém nay.
Trong phong ngu chung, Fidelio cw x&r nhw khong c6 gi bat thuong sap xay ra, mic du Billy c
nhum nho mdt may va nghenh ngang tan dau dau.
bén lac Charlie nim xudng giwong, nd cam thay nhu trong ngwoi minh c6 mot cudén 10 xo cudn
chic, c6 thé bung ra b4t thinh linh. LAm sao c6 thé ndm im dén tin 2 gi® sang? N6 mudn di ctru
Asa ngay lap tuc, trudc khi no dut day than kinh mat.
bau khoang gitra 11 gio va nira dém, Charlie lan ra ngt, mét pho vi nhitng tu'o'ng tuwong cua
chinh minh. N6 da hinh dung rat nhigu kha niang khac nhau ctia cudc giai ctru Asa, nén dau 6c¢
né cuoi cung kéu doi duoc nghi.
Charhe tinh glac Va thay ai d6 nhe nhang lac cdnh tay minh.

“ Charlie. 2 gio roi, Fldello thi tham.
Charlie ngoi day, ¢ du1 mit. “Em tham chi con khong nghe thay dong h6 minh reng.”

“Anh cung nghi vay. Charlie, Dagbert khong cé & trén giwdong né. Anh khong biét né roi phong
khi nao.
Charlie lan khoi givong. “Gio khong thé lo lang chuyén d4,” né lao xao. “Em danh thirc Billy day
day.” N6 khoac tam 4o chuing xanh da troi, trong khi chan 106 mo ki€m doi giay.
Mot cai v0 nhe vao dau khién Billly ngo ngudy bén dw¢i tAm vai trai giwong. “Gi d6?” thang bé
ngo ngac.

“Suyt!” Charlie x0e tay bit m6ém Billy lai.
“Khéng! Khong!” giong Billy nghet lai. “Pung.”
“Suyt! Billy, anh day, Charlie ne. Téi gio di roi.”
“Dl dau?”

“Suyt! Di clru Asa.”

“Em khong muon di,” Billy day tay Charlie ra.
O’ dau kia phong ngi chung, Va1 dira cya minh 4 & trong gidc ngl. Cho d€ chic chin khong dira
nao tinh day, Charlie thi thao. “Di ma, bon anh can em.
Mot thoang im lang that lau, va roi Bllly véi tay tim mat kinh cta né. Thong chin xudng san, né
chat vat chui vo 4o chung va mang giay. Charlie ndm canh tay n6 va, khéng mot 1¢i, ching chay
bing qua phong ngu chung.
“Chic may man!” Fidelio thi thdm that khé, Charlie khong nghe tha
Trong hanh lang thap sang tu mu, Charlie c6 thé thdy d6i mat mé lcrn kinh hoang cua Billy,
chot cam thay toi 161. “Xin 161, Billy. Lam on dung so. Dang ra anh khong nén bao em lam diéu
nay, nhug em la nguoi duy nhat c6 thé noi chuyen véi Asa.”

Khong phai Asa - ma la S6i Hoang,” Billy néi. “Va em so¢ la minh khong thé lam dwgc diéu cin
lam

"Em s€ lam duoc ma. bi thoi.” Charlie bat dau di mau trong hanh lang.
Am thanh duy nhat trong toa nha rong 16n, dang ngu say nay la tiéng bwédc chan né lep xep trén
van lat san bang go soi. Bau tinh mich vo bién khién Charlie cam nhdan nhw minh va Billy la
nhiing sinh vat song duy nhat. Nhung né cling biét, & dau d6 trong béng tdi, Dagbert Endless
va Manfred Bloor van thitc, dang rinh cho né.
Nhung khong ai hiénra khi ching cap rap di ngwoc hanh lang, khong ai theo ching trén hanh
lang hep t&i nha hat, va khong ai chdn chung trén san khau. Bong toi trong nha hat den kin Kit,
Charlie phai 16i cay dén pin cua né ra.
“Tui minh di dau gio?” Billly thi tham
Charlle huo cay deén pin ra cudi san khiu cho t&i khi trong thiy 6 ctra sap. “Dé!

“T6i kinh qua,” Billy SQ sét..
“U’ ” Charlie tan dong Nhu'ng cay den pin nay rat tot.” N6 rua cay dén pin doc theo duoi gau
ciia tAm man nhung, nom nép s¢ Manfred an dau do trong nhirng nep gap nang, sau kia. Nhung
chdng c6 ai & d6. N6 nhoén chan di téi cira sap va, 1én It ngd qua vai, cam cai vong sit, nhac

'"

no nodi.



canh ctra 1én.
“N6 khong khoa,” Billy nhan xét.
“Khéng bao gi¢

“Nhuwng biét dau. C6 6 khoa trén khoen ctra nay. Ai d6 c6 thé dong ctra va bAm khoa nhot tui
minh bén trong.”

Charlie liéc nhin cai 6 khéa gl sét. “NoO cii mem r01 Billly. ba nhleu nam khong ai dung to1. Co
khi khong con chia kh6éa m& né nita dau. Nhin né, né bam vo roi. Khong ai c6 thé mwor né
ra.bi.”

Ha canh ctra sap Xuong san, Charlie bat dau xuong cau thang go.

Bllly ai ngai nhin cai 6 khoa. “Em dong ctra sap lai sau khi em xuong nhé?”

“Ciing dwoc,” Charlie n6i nhong 1én. N6 xuong toi chan cau thang va bat den 1én.

Billy leo xuong va kéo cua sap lai phia trén dau né. “Em chwa bao gior xuéng diy,” né néi khi
dtrng trong can phong day ap tu voi rwong, hom.

“Day 1a khu phuc trang.” Mot y nghi vut dén voi Charlie. “Tui minh nén tim mot it d6 cho Asa,
de khi tré lai thanh nguoi anh 4y mac.”

“Néu anh 3 ay c6 thé tro lai thanh nguoi, " Billy lam bam.

Charlie m¢ cai rwong dau tién. N6 16i ra mot chlec ao khoac day bang vai tuyt va mdc vao bén
dudi ao chung cia no. Billy chon mot cai mi noi xanh da troi trong mot cai tu va mot cai quan
nhung keé trong mot cai rwong khac. N6 doi mii 1én dau va cdt cai quan quanh co. Charlie vo 13y
do6i giay bot mau niu dé day cui, trong thich mat, nghi bung liéu sau d6 minh c6 dé6i cho Asa
dwoc khong, No cot day giay lai voi nhau va quang vao co.

“Tui minh tat dén di nha?” Billy héi, khi Charlie téi cho héc t6i dang sau hang cot.

Charhe lan chan. “Khong. Tu1 minh pha1 quay lai 16i nay sau khi da dwa Asa ra t&i bo song.”

“Néu tui minh tim dwoc Asa,” Billy lang lang noi.

Khi da di qua hang cot, Charhe lia cay den pin lén birc twong réu méc, den si. O ddng cudi birc
tuwong, mot 16i di hinh vom, thap 16 ra. Trong khoanh khac dé, Charlie muén danh doi tit ca
moi thir d€ dwoc quay tro la1 Nhung né biét 1a khong thé. “Dl “né noi va nhe ca nguwoi khi
nghe tiéng buwdc chan cta Billy lep kep dang sau.

Can than tuén qua mai vom, chiing thiy minh vé6 mot duong ham hep. Mai tran thap, twong va
san dwoc xdy dung toan bang gach do quach, bé&16 chd va l6ng lanh da voi.Sau vai mét, duong
ham doc sau xuong, d6c dén noi tui nho bat dau trwot tudt ludt trén gach 4m wot.

“Ctru!” Billy thét rum.

Charlie mat da nga oach xubng dit, né quinh quiu chop dai birc twong. Cay den pin vang khoi
tay nd. N6 nghe tiéng cay den lan 16ng 16c duéi dat r6i ngwng. Gidy sau tir xa vong lai tiéng
thlch kho khéc.

“Am thanh nghe nhw no lot Xuong mot cai ho,” glong Billy run ray

“Cé thé tui minh da lot cai hd d6,” Charlie [Am bam. " ‘Cay deén ctia anh tiéu la cai chac.”

Nhung vao lic nay, ching khong bi roi vao bong tdi den ddc - mot ving sang bac tda nhe
du'cmg ham va, trén dau Charlie, mot dom sang nhé lap lo.

“Claerwen!” Charlie nguoclén nhin con buém trang “Sang qua. Anh da hy vong no sé toi ma.”

“Charlie, tui minh c6 lac duong khong?” Billy nan ni. “Em khong muén bi roi xuong hé do.”

“C6 thé cb cau thang.” Quy thop xudng, Charlie than trong bo to1i trudec. Téi miéng hd, né cé thé
thay mot cai thang xep bang sat dua vo tuong. Ngay ca trong 4nh sang tinh khoi cta Claerwen
ng ciing khong thé thay cai thang két thuc o dau.

Billy bo lai cho Charlie va ngo xuong “D6 1a vere tham,” nd thét. “Tui minh khong bao gio xudng
tO’l day dau Co 1€ n6 di vao long trai dat.”

“Lam gi c6.” Charlie c6 ra vé diém tinh, , nhung no khong thé  gilk cho giong dung run.

Bong roi né nghe thay: tiéng con thd rén ri dang xa. Tiéng rén tham nao, dit rudt dén noi thuc
Charlie quang chian thong xuéng thang ma khdng suy nghi mot giay.



Néu con buém trang khong di voi chung, Charlie khong nghi ngo g, chic han minh va Billy
da té xuong ho chét queo roi. Nhitng thanh ngang cua cai thang muyc toi ta. C6 cho mat may
thanh lién tuc. Khong c6 anh sang dan dwong thi bao dam chung sé trwot chan, ma duwong roi
xudng sé rat xa, xa thit la xa.

Nhung cu01 cung ching ciing lai dwoc dirng trén mat dat cirng, O day ho, nhirng birc twong
14t d4 tang va da phién khang 16, va dé kia, lum lum trong béng t6i, c6 mot sinh vat xam gay gio
Xwong.

“Asa?” Charlie khé hoi.

Sinh vat do quay phat diu lai. Con mat vang nhoé 1én kinh hai trwdc 4nh sang xa la, va no
hdc 1én mot tiéng rén duc.

“N6 noi gi do, Billy?” Charlie hai.
Billy bop tran. “Em khong biét.”
“Em phai biét.”
“Khong biét. Em da ndi véi anh hoai ma. Em khong con hiéu dwoc ngdn ngir ciia thi nita.
Cudi cung gior m&i v 1€ ra. Truwde do Charlie khong hoi chuyen Billy den noi dén chén, béi vi

né khéng dam dé chinh minh tin la Bllly bi mat tai phép thuit. “Piéu do6 cé nghia la em ciing
khong thé n6i chuyén dwoc véi anh dy?” nd hoi hdp hai.

“Dirng nghi vay,” Billy néi, dan tit mit vao sinh vat xam.
Bat than mét tiéng rong vang, va, rang nhe ra, con thi didm x6 vao ching.
“Asa!” Charlie hét. “Anh khong nhan ra em sao?”
Tiéng réng ha xuéng duc ro ro. Charlie va Billy dwa chét di vo twong.
“C6 1én, Billy, ¢4 1én,” Charlie nham mat trong hon xiéu phach lac.

Phan trng cua Billy la quang chiéc mi noi ra gitra san. Sinh vat gir va X0 toi gan hon. Billy
quing tiép cai quan theo sau chiéc mii. Sinh vat hit nglri chiing, nhéng dau 1én va tru.

“Em nghi diéu d6 c6 nghia la anh 4y khong thich ching,” Billy néi.

“Anh may con kén chon,” Charlie lau bau. “Néu anh ma khong thich doi giay b6t nay thi anh
sé an cai mu trum dAu cia anh luén.” Chd y dé€ khong lam sinh vat néi gian, nd quang doi giay
bot nhe héu qua mot bén.

Sinh vat di long tong t&i do. Khi n6 cao doi giay bong loang, Charlie nhan thay con vat maoi
hdc hac tan ta lam sao. Tung cai xwong suon tro oi ra dudi 1op 16ng xam thd ctng. Hau nhw
khip co thé khong c6 1y mot gor-ram thit ndo.

“Toi nghiép,” Charlie n6i khé.

“Em nhé& am thanh chi giay bot roi,” Billy thi thao phin khich, doan gir1én mot tiéng nhe.
Sinh vit ngudc 1én. Gir mot tiéng coc 1oc.
“Tét,” Billy bdo. “N6 néi la ‘tot’.”
“Em con nhé thém am thanh nao nita khong?” Charlie hoi.
“Nhuw cai gi?”
“U'm, em coi c6 thé néi véi anh dy tui minh téi ctiru anh dy, va anh 4y phai mac d6 vao nhanh
nhanh len trudre khi tui minh tim dwong ham ra séng.”



“Charlie, anh 4y khong thé mac d6 dwogc, anh 4y la s6i. Ma s6i lam sao di giay?”

Charlie thdy minh khor hét strc. “O’ nhi,” né fu xiu. “Anh 4y can nhiéu 4nh sdng hon dé bién
thanh nguoi.”

Billy tho hoclén. “Em quén mat. Em chida hay ‘quén, nhung ma, day'" Billy thoc tay vo tui

quan pyjamas va rut ra mot cay den cay Ngon nén lap tirc bung sang. “Né&n phép thuit clia
ngwoi giam ho em,” Billy sung swéng. “Em lu6n gitt né bén minh.”

“Dinhién!” Charlie toét miéng cwoi. “Anh cling quén phéng né luén. Anh nghi n6 dwoc viéc
day. Gio cao l1én, Billy.”

K&t hop anh sang tir con bué'm trang va ciy nen trong ho birng sang hét nhw ban ngay. Con
buém ndy gior dau trén dinh tang da cao nhat,  gio bat dau bay lai gan con thi. Lom von gitta hai
tai con vat. Thiy mot tia sing mong loe loé trén mai dau xo xac cua minh, con vat tap con
buém. Nhanh nhuw chcrp, con bwém thut xuong dau trén lung con vat, téa moOt vét sdng gat
khap xwong séng no. Con vat quay mong lai, ri va tru l1én gam gu. Khoéng nao nung, con bué'm
nho 1on vuot qua cai dudi teo quat va roi, khong thé tin noi, né bay dan xen gitra nhiing cang
chan cda con thud cho t&i khi moi chan tré thanh mot cot anh sang ruc ro. Con tha long cong
nhic chan 1én, nhwng tiéng gir lim di chi con 1a tiéng rén phip phéu.

“Anh iy dang bién d6i,” Billy thi thao. “Coi kia!”

Qua ding vay, con thu dang b1en hinh - mot vét toc do lua thua xudt hién gitra doi tai rach
tudp. Nhitng dac diém dai ctia s6i mo dan di, hlen ra mot cai tran nhot nhat, d6i ma nguoi
vang bung hinh thanh quanh cai mém nhon, roi t&i déi vai xwong xau 1 qua lcrp 16ng xam lo tho.
Cung voi mot tleng thet dot ngot - co thé 1a tiéng tru khang cw hay niém vui swéng - con tha
quay lung lai va ndm bep xudng dat.

Vai gidy sau, Charlie nhan ra minh dang nhin tran trao vao cai lung cuia mot cau be han hoi.
N6 lién buéece téi, cdi tAm do khoac dwdi 4o chuing ctia minh ra va nhe nhang dap cho cau bé.

Mot tleng nac phut vang trong hé. Charlie quy xudng bén canh Asa, vo vé. “Puoc roi, Asa. Tui
em dén gitp anh day

Billy mang cai quan xanh 14 cay va doi giay b6t lai gan. Con budm tré vé chd cii ciia né noi
tang da. Hinh nhw n6 cé y doi.

T tlr, Asa dirng 1én. Quay lung vé phia chung, mdc quan va di giay vao. Khi da rung minh
trong chiéc 4o khoac xong, anh ta quay mat lai nhin Charlie va Billy véi nu cudi twoi réi.

“Asa! Anh lai 1a anh r6i,” Charlie reo mirng.

Dung," Asa n6i khan khan. Bt ho. “Xin 16i, c6 hong khé nghét. Chwa hé néi chuyén suét may
tuan.”

“Tui em sé dwa anh ra khoi day, nhwng tui minh phal le 1én. C6 mot duwong ham dan ra bo
song. Co nguoi dang doi dé cttu anh. Me anh sé & d6.” Charlie néi nhanh dén ndi Asa thon
nguoi ra, boi réi.

Charlie n6i cham lai. “Suy doadn ctia em 1a dwong hAm bat dau dang sau mot trong nhirng
tang da kia.”

“Me t6i khée ch¥?” Asa lam bam.

“Khoe.” Charlie ngan ngtr roi vung vé noi, “Em rat tiéc vé ba ctia anh.”

Mat Asa chot nhum nho lai, thay vay Billy v0i ndi, “Em ca dlro'ng hadm & dang sau tang da cao
kia, chd con birém clia anh dau i, Charlie. Em chic chén ludn d6.”

“Tui minh lai coi xem 520. ” Charlie di t&i tang da va c6 dich doi né. “Can phai ba tui minh
mé&i noi. Phu véi nao, hai vi.”

Billy tit nén ctia n6 di va dut trd vo tdi quan Sau vai phut day va 161, thé phi pha phi pho,
ching loay hoay doi dwgc tang da vai phan khoi birc twong. Billy noi dung C6 mot 16i ra bi mat.
Nhw dwoc tiép thém strc, ba thang day tang d4 thém vai phan nita. Gio thi dd chd cho chiing ép
minh chui qua ctra ham.



Bon chung lang lang ma di. Billy trudr, roi téi Asa. Charlie budc sau cung, phong truong hop
anh ta lai mat di dang ngwoi. Nhwng con buém trang dap dénh bay sat thang ngwoi thd, nham
bao ddm anh sang cho anh ta giit nguyén hinh hai con ngui.

Pbuwong ham nay toi den va boc mui moc hon duong ham dau tién nhiéu. Tat nhién la no lanh
180 hon. Charlie va Billy trim mii 4o chuing 1én, con Asa, hoi lan chan, doi mi noi vao. Charlie 1a
dtra d4u tién nhan ra nuéc, khi chan Asa bat du 16i 16e tée, ban nhu'ng tia nwdc lanh toat vao
chan Charlie.

“Anh c6 nghi nwéc song sé tran vé dwong ham khong?” Billy hot hodng hoi.
“Khong thé nao,” Charlie dap ‘Puong nay & phia trén dong song rit xa,va lai, tui minh dang
di 1én chir khong phal di xuong.’

“Nh& song lam lut hang thi sao?” Billy c6 chap.

“Troi dao nay dau c6 mua,” Charlie noi. Dau noi Vay nhwng no dong thoi nhé lai canh nuéc
sdng dang cudn cudn suyt quet chung khéi cay cau. “Dagbert,” n6 lJam bam.

Vai phit sau, nwéc dang sap dau goi. “Tui minh phai quay lai thoi,” Billy hét.

Charlie ngoai dom lai. DPang sau n6, mot dong nudc bun sinh dang tran vo duong ham.
“Khong dwoc roi. Dang sau tui minh nwéc con ngap sau hon. Le 1én, Billy.”

Billy dom chan chay, nhung thoang cai, nwdc da cao hon dau g01 no. Strc nwdc manh dén noi
né gan nhu khong tién 1én duoc. “Tui minh sé& chét dudi mat,” n6 méu mao.

Asa xudi dwa vo twong “Tai toi,” anh van vi. “Manfred khéng bao gi¢» buong tha t6i. Han tha
thay t6i chét con hon.”

“La Dagbert Endless do,” Charlie cay dang. “ Tui minh quyét khéng de n6 danh bai. Phai
chay tiép th6i.” N6 vuot qua Asa va chop 14y tay Billy. “Chting ta phai gitip nhau. Nao, Asa, nim
14y tay kia cta Billy.”

Chuing lai bat dau di chuyen cham mot cach dau dén, trong khi con bué'm trang lwon lor trén
dau, phatra nhiing tia sang song dong c6 tac dung khich Ié tinh than bon ching. Thé& nhung né
khong thé ngan nwéc ngung dang, va chang bao lau dong nwéc xoay map mé eo bon chung.
Charlie khong | b1et minh con cach s6ng bao xa nira. Co I& trlen song da chim dwd¢i nwdc roi
cling nén. P& roi ngay khi 16 ra, chiing sé bi cudn v6 dong nwéc li.

Khi nwéc téi vai, Charlie bat dau tir bo hy vong.

Xa tuot bén trén  duong ham, Tancred Torsson dang bang qua san choi ctia hoc vién Bloor.
Cau vOn rat nhay cdm véi nuéc trong tat cd moi trang thai ctia né. Cau c6 kha nang bdt mach
thiy triéu, nhan biét mua dang trén dwong to1, tham chi cdu con biét chic khi ndo nuéc trut
khoi dam may ndng né. Lic nay day, Tancred biét dich xac la sau duoi long dat, cé nwéce dang
tran lap mot dwong ham c6 xwa. Cau nghe thay tiéng nuéc rung rung du¢i chan minh, va doan
ra Charlie dang gdp nguy hiém. Chang khé cho Tancred biét dong nudc chét nguoi d6 bt
nguon tir dau. O' ria khu rtrng bao quanh lau dai Vua D6 cg anh sang lan tinh chiéu phirng phuc
1én khoi nhiing ngon cdy. Khi tién t¢i gan hon, Tancred bat gép Dagbert Endless dang dwa vo
mot than ciy. DAu n6 ngdng 1én, mat nham tit, miéng cudi cot.

Tancred x3m x3m tiép cin thang bé. “Dirng lai ngay,” cau ra lénh.

Dagbert choang mét ra. “0, 1a may.”

“Tao nghe tiéng nwdc. May dang dim chét tui ching. Dep ngay.”

“Sao phai dep?” Dagbert sirng s0. “Tao dang thudng thirc thoi huy hoang cta cudc doi tao.”

“Khong con nita.” Tancred tung 4o chung cia minh thanh mét hinh vong cung rong mau
xanh la cay.

“May dinh lam gi?” Dagbert ngo vuc hai.



Mot luong khi bang gia cudn nd xoay tit roi xa cai cdy. “Thoi!” né thét gao dung luc mot con
gio manh hat hai chan né hong khoi mat dat. Ttrc thi dong sinh vat nhé vang éng tudt khoi tui
né khi né bi Gp nguoc xudng, quo quao khong khi.

Dan nguoi téi truede, Tancred chup 14y nhitng sinh vat nho ti.

“Khong!” Dagbert hét.

Tancred lui lai va dé cho thang bé ddm sidm xubng dit. Dagbert nam cting do mot hoi, sau
do6 bt dau run nhw gié. Mat n6 bat dau nhoéa lén thir anh sang xanh 13 cay bénh hoan, hai ban

tay n6 phat sang va mot quang sang da quang chiéu xuyén qua quan 4o né. Con run khong sao
kiém soat dworc.
“Tra... sinh... vit... bién... cho... tao,” Dagbert lap ngap.

“Cai nay 4?” Tancred b6c chuyén ching tir tay nay qua tay kia. “Tao khdng nghi thé.”

“Tan &c!” Dagbert rong l1én.

“Durng nwére lail”

“K-h-6-n-g!”

Tancred gio cao ban tay nam chat 1én va Dagbert bay vat qua khu rirng. Nhitng canh sac
dam rach ao quan no, cao toac mat nd, gai mac vao téc né va nhiing canh trui 16t sach giay né.

Luc no6 roi tom xuong dat lan thir hai, con run tré nén dit déi dén mirc ngwdi né gidy danh dach
dwéi dat. “Tra tao...” né khéu khao.

Tancred budc tdi bén thang bé phat sang. “Tao sé chang trd may cai gi dén chirtng nao may
ngung nwéec lai”

Im ling that 14y, sau d4, tiéng thé dai, Dagbert nhim mat lai va van tay xuéng dat.

Tancred bat dau cam thay mot sy thay doi noi mat dat duwdi chan minh. Cau nhin Dagbert
va chd doi. Van run cAm cip, Dagbert cam nhitng ngon tay xudng sau nira, sdu nita xudng mat
d4t. Cudi cung bang giong run ban, nd vot ra loi “Xong!”

“Hlrm, tao sé khong cdm on may dau.” Tancred quay ngoit di.
“Lam o-n,” Dagbert rén ri.

“Nhitng sinh vat vang 6ng cua may? bén ma ldy chiing di nay.” Tancred rdi nhitng con ca be
xiu va nhiing con cua vang xudng bai cd cao lam ldn ranh cta khu rimg. Nhung cdu dit con
nhim bién vo tai quan Danh cho nhitng cudc doi dau sau nay, cau nhu tham. Hoa minh vao
bong toi den dac, cau lan duong tré lai trwong. Trude do cau phat hién thiy mot luéng sdng &
trén [au trén cling ctia toa nha va khong mudn lam gi liéu linh ca.

Lao Ezekiel da chirng kién toan canh doé tir trén ctra sO gac mai cao voi cua ldo. Co diéu, vi
khong biétla Dagbert khong & mot minh trong ring, 1do an twong qua troi trwdc nhitng mau
sdc chéi ruc boc cudn cudn 1én khdi ngon cay.

“Bac cuc quang cla riéng chung ta,” 1do cudi khuc khuc. “Gidi lam, Dagbert Endless.”
Trong dwong ham, sdu bén dudi canh rirng, Charlie cdm thiy dong nwdc bat dau yéu di.
“N6 dang rut,” Asa hon hén.

Chang may choc bon chung thay bun sinh tré lai dw¢i chan minh, Vai phut sau ching da
buéc di trén nén gach wot 1ap xap. Dong lii chi con 1a nhitng gon nwéc lin tin.

“Lam sao lai c6 chuyén nay dwoc?” Billy noi.

“Anh nghi Tancred da ra tay diy.” Charlie cwdi toe ngwéc nhin mai tran réu pha.

Bay gio chiing dang di 1én mot con doc nghiéng. Xa tit bén trén, Charlie c6 thé thay Vang
trang va, dau bi té ach dui may lan xuong nén gach tron trot, mat trang tudi 1én ching mot
niém hy vong twoi maéi va, phot 1o quan ao wot siing va tay chan tray trua, ching hang hai bod
1én, cho t&i Khi ting dira mot, lan tom vo mot bai cady nhd bén canh trién  song. Mot lan gio
manh da thoi bat may khdi bau troi, dé lai van vat tim dAm trong anh tring.

“Chung ta t&i roi!” Charlie hét to, lan xudng bo déc.



Bon kia lan theo. Asa tham chi con cuo1i ruc rich. Trong b6 dang anh ta that quai voi mai toc
do thoi 16i dwédi mil ndi, va 4o khodac dai trang kin bun.

Gio ching da toi day, du ca ba dira, run 1ap cap vi wot va lanh, va Charlie mudn chic chan
Asa den duoc chiéc xe thung cua 6ng Bartholomew. Chung chay doc theo dai dat cho téi khi
cay cau hién ra trong tAm mat, va do kia, thiy nhd 1én khdi birc twong d4, 1a mot chiéc xe thing
mau trang.

“Asa,” Charlie chi cAy cAu, “Thay chiéc xe thung mau trang d6 khong? Me anh & trong dé,
dang cho anh do.”

N6 chwa dit 1¢i, cd bon bong cdm thiy mat dit rung chuyen Co tleng rap carap tirxa doi
dén tai ching; lic tleng dong lén dan 1én thi mot con ngua trang phi xuong bo doc canh cay
cau. Trén lwng ngwa mot hiép sTmii giap bac va ao chung nhung trong xam xam dwédi anh
trang, tuy nhién Charlie biét 4o chung phai 1a mau dé ruc. Chung thay 4nh thép nhéa Ién khi
hiép si tudt gwom ra va lao vun vit t&i chd bon ching.

Trong khoang khac d6, Charlie chi nghi mét diéu la by nay minh luén ding. Hiép Sibo do
khong phai 1a ban. Ong ta da dwoc trao cho thanh guwom bat kha chién bai ma ong ta ludén rap
tam st dung dé chong lai bon ching.

Chung quay dau chay, nhung biét chay di dau bay gio, do boi ¢ dau phia a ay, moOt con 1 ngura
khac cling dang phi hung huc vé phia ching. Mat dat rung rinh vi tleng v0 ngua nén xudng trién
song. Chum l6ng chim xam thang do trén dau nguwa, va hiép si ngoi trén lwng con ngwa nay lam
lam mot cay thwong dai mau nhon nhot.

“Trong ho nhw da,” Billy kéu re ré.
“Ho la d4,” Charlie thét am.

Bi ket gitra Hiép ST Do va hiép s xam, dong s6ng xem ra la noi duy nhit dé tau thoat. Charlie
dimng swng, run ray trén trién dat ngap 4nh trang, khong thé cuc cwa, trong khi Asa va Billy da
bo thup xubng, giat giat ao chung cua Charlie va gao thet cai gl do khong hiéu dwoc. Va roi, khi
ca hai con ngua lao vao ching dén noi, thi Hiép ST Do thét vang “NAM XUONG!”

Charlie nhao xuong dat ngay trudc lic ngua va nguoi cudi lwdt qua phia trén né. Mot lubng
khi phut ra tir tdim 4o choang bay phan phat ia &m t&i xwong né, khién né thdi run tirc thi.

Cay thwong cua hiép si da xia thang v6 nguc Hiép ST D6 nhung, vao khoang khac cudi cung,
con ngua trang thinh linh ngoac hwéng, nhanh hon tia chép, Hiép Si D6 phéap thanh guom cua
minh xuoéng. Mot nhoe sang dot chay theo chiéu dai cay thwong. Con ngua da khiép via quay
dau trén tién song. Cay thwong bi kéo cang ra hét c&, roi bat chot bay chiu vé phia lung cta
Hiép SiDo.

Charlie nghe thiy mot tleng kich khi ngon thuong dam tring muc tiéu. Nhung Hiép ST bé
khong hé loang choang trén lu'ng ngua. Cay thuwong nay bat khoi tdm 4o choang do cua 6ng, con
nguwa trang nhay dung qua bén va Hiép Si D6 chém manh cdy thwong bang thanh gwom cua
minh, nhat nita, nhat nira, lai nhat nira.

Mot tiéng rac long trov, va cay thwong gay lam d6i, mot doan rot thich xubng dit. Hiép si da
thuic ngwa minh hc thang Vao swon con ngua trang, mot tiéng hi dau dén vang dong thinh
khong khi con ngua trang lti lai, nhung trong lic no chuyén dong thi ludi gwom cua Hiép Sibo
dd phang tring mii giap cua h1ep si da. Pau han dit lia, nhwng toan than han van hoat dong,
dién cuong lia cay thuong cut. Thanh gwom lai xa xudng lan nira, ché hiép si da ra lam doi, chat
canh tay han va chém bay doan thuong con lai. Nhitng mau d4 roi lich thich xudng dat; con
nguwa da ldo dao vai cai roi lin tém Xuong song.

Ba thang bé 16m coOm ding day, van run, mac du quan ao chung da kho lai, va chiing khong
con cam thay lanh nira. Chung ngudc nhin chdi chét vao Hiép STD6 va con ngua cua ngai, gio
dirng bat dong dwdi anh trang. Néu khong nho hoi béc ra tir con ngua trang, thi cr twéng ho da
hoéa thanh birc twong.

“Luc nay tdi cé thé twlo cho minh dwgc réi.” Asa né nu cwoi quai quai trén mat. “Tét hon
hai cdu hay tré vé truong di.”



“Anh c6 chic khong?” Charlie hoi.
“Chac cht,” Asa noi, khi con ngwa trang hwdng vé phia ching.

Tui con trai dat qua bén dé con ngua cung nguoi cudi di qua. Charlie nghe thay tiéng da co
quay, tiéng 4o giap kéu lach cach, va t1eng thcr hi huyi cta con ngua. Hiép Si Do ngoi thang trén
yén, thanh gwom cta ngai da dwcrc tra vo vo, treo lung lang noi that lung, tim 4o choang do
nam im che lay lung ngai. Ngai dlrng lai mot thoang va nhin xudéng bon ching. Mii giap che
khuadt mit ngai, chi con tia phan chiéu ctia d6i mit 1a thay duoc.

Khi con ngua dan tiép, Asa budc di bén canh no. Charlie va Bllly nhin than hinh cao leu
nghéu cua Asa trong chiéc ao choang dai, va Charlie IJam bam, “Gi¢ anh 4y an toan roi.”

“Mot nguwoi an toan nhat tran doi,” Billy thém.
Khi chiing leo 1én tré lai ctira hdm, Charlie nghi minh tréng thay hai béng ngwdi dirng dwéi
bai cay: mot cao lo'n va mot bé xiu.
Cudc hanh trinh tré lai treong dé hon va nhanh hon béi vi dwong him gior da sach tron
nwéec.
“Luén nhanh hon khi ta biét minh dang cho céi gi,” Charlie néi, khi hich nguoi leo 1én chiéc

thang sat, ra khoi cai hd kinh hoang. Thé nhung chung khéng hé cher doi dé thiy diéu ma
ching thay khi 16 Ién can phong dwéi long nha hat.

Ltc ndy Charlie khong hé trong thdy Manfred & dau trong nha hat, don gian la vi han nip
dang sau hang ghé& dau tién & khan phong. Han nghe thiy tiéng cira sap ha xudng va cho doi,
cwoi khay mot minh, twdng twong canh Charlie va Billy tw dan xac - xudng cai h6 han nhét thang
ngudi thu. Han dac b1et khoai chi thuong thirc birc tranh 'han tu vé trong dau, khi nghi dén
dong nuéc lut dim chét ngudi ciia Dagbert tudn vo dudng ham.

Asa sé chét du01 Manfred n6i mot minh, ta sé mat con thi hitu dung, nhung khéng con cach
nao khac. Voi viéc Bllly Raven bi xéa s0, th1 ai them quan tam Lyell Bone c6 tim dwoc ban di
chuc caa Maybell Raven hay khong. Con vé Charlie Bone, thang dé cang bién nhanh chirng nao
tot chirng nay.

Nhung Charlie ludn c6 cach thoat khoi hiém ngheo, nén Manfred mudn dam bao chac chan
lan nay Charlie dung hong son sot. Roi khoi cho nup, hanleo Ién san khau. Trong tdi quan han
cO san chlec chia khda dé m& 6 khda cii trén ctra sap. Han sap stra bAm & khda lai thi bat chot
con tO mo xam chiém I4y hin.

Manfred nang cira sap 1én va di xuéng phong phuc trang. Duong nhu no trong tron. Tung tay
6 khoa trong tay va huyt sao mot minh, Manfred 16 dau qua mot trong nhitng cdy cot va nheo
mat ngé vé man dém. Khong c6 gi. Va roi, tir xa, han nghe thay tiéng hét kinh hon cta Billy liic
triwot chan nga xuodng dwdong ham.

Manfred mim cwdi man nguyén. Han quay lung di va sttng so chét diéng, mat d6i mat véi
Lysander Sage.
“May lam gi & day?” Manfred quat dung dung.
“Pwa 6 khoa cho to6i,” Lysander ra lénh.
w “Ddt‘rng"h(‘)ng tao dwa may cai gi,” Manfred nhao bang. “Cuat khoi day trwéc khi tao goi lao
eedon

“Toi chac chan lalao Weedon dang chay long vong thanh phd dém xe thiing mau trang va tw
hoi cai nao cin theo doi. Gior thi, dwa toi cai 6 khéa do.”

“Téi ma lay coi!”

“Duoc.” Giang hai tay ra, Lysander quay mong mong can phong, len 16i qua nhitng cai ruwong
bing da va nhirng gio bang liéu gai. Nhirng btrc twong am vang tiéng ngam nga bi an va, trong
khi Manfred tir tir [ui lai cau thang, tleng tréng bat dau hoa nhip v&i giong cua Lysander.
Nhirng hinh nhan tai xdm bt dau tran lap khong gian den ngom gitra cac cdy cot, roi tur tir moi
hinh nhan ma quai bién thanh mot ngwoi dan dng cao 16m, da den. Nhung canh tay mau nau
cia ho déu deo vong vang, than hinh ho trim trong 4o thung trang, ai ai ciing cAm mot ngon



gido dai.

“Ao anh,” Manfred Iam bam.

“Anh biét thira 1a khong phai,” Lysander néi. “Ho la to tién cta tbéi va ho htru hinh nhw bat ky
sinh vit nao trong thanh phé nay.”

Mot trong nhitng chién binh luén ra sau Manfred, khéa chdt duong téi nhitng bac thang cta

han.

“Pwa 6 khoa cho t6i,” Lysander chia ban tay ra.

Manfred lac dAu té liét. Nam chit 6 khéa, han bo hwéng téi ciu thang va nham téi 16i di gitta
nhirng tu va rwong.

The thi hdy nhan lanh hqu qua.” Lysander hu 1én mot trang dai va nhirng chién binh den

don ve phia trudc. Khi ho vdy sat Manfred, han thét 1én mot tiéng khiép dam, dong thoi quang

btra 6 khéa cho Lysander roi voi vang mé ndp mot cai hom dan bang liéu gai 1én va nhay tot
vo6 trong, dong nap lai trén dau.

Lysander buwéc téi cai hom va bam 6 khda lai. Sau d6, rat chia khéa ra, anh ngbi trén néc
hom va doi.

Sung sOt trudrc anh sang ruc ré roi vé phia minh, Charlie va Billy chu chur trudc khi budc qua
hang cot. Va ching thdy Lysander, bao quanh Ia nhlrng to tién tAm linh cao 16n cta anh.

“Cai...” Charlie 1ap bap.

“Suyt!” Lysander chi cai hom bén du¢i minh. Khong mé khoéa ra, anh dirng day va dwa tui
nho 1én ciu thang.
Truwéc khi dong clra sap lai, anh khé goi nhirng t6 tién tim linh, va mat anh né ra mot nu
cuoi twoi roi.
“Chuyén gi thé?” Charlie hoi.
“Manfred dang dinh khoa cac em lai,” Lysander bao. “Nhung anh da khoa nho6t hdn réi. TS
tién clia anh sé canh giit han cho téi binh minh.”

Bllly nem nép ngé gwong mat diém nhién cia Lysander. “Nhwng anh ta sé tirc gian... sé...
S€...

“Han sé khonglam gi dau,” Lysander trdn an thang bé. “Em tuong | han mudn lu loa cho tAt
ca moi nguoi biét minh da b1 nhdt trong mot chiéc hom va khong ngan dwoc cac em tré lai

sao? Tin anh di, hin qua kiéu ngao dé lam diéu dé. Gid, cho anh biét coi, cac em cé thanh cong
khong?.”

“Rat thanh cong,” Charlie dap.

Khl chiing kiéng chan vé nhirng phong ngu chung cua minh, Billy thi thao bang giong budn
“Sander, em da thay Hiép ST D06 va moOt con ngua trang. Va em nghi d6 1a hoang hdu ma lao
Ezeklel da vo tinh lam song lai.”

“Vay chac c6 18 Hiép ST Do 1a nha vua do,” Lysander bao.
“Cling c6 thé,” Charlie noi.

O dau kia thanh pho trén duong lai xe tré vé nha sau mot diép vu t01 quan trong, chu
Brown dém thiy c6 khong dwéi mwdi bay chiéc xe thung moép meéo mau trang dau ¢ nhirng vi
tr1 khac nhau trong thanh phd. Cha ghi lai tlrng vi tri vao s tay cua minh. “C6 gi do6 dang xay

,” chi Iam bam. “Trir phi... ding roi. Ao anh.” Chi lien xé bé tor gidy dé di.

Vu'a lac do, chiéc xe thung duy nhit chid khong thay da phong ra khoi thanh pho.



Charlie Nhan Pwg'c Mot TAm Bwu Anh

Vao sang thir Ba, c6 mot tam trang to mo bao trum khap hoc vién Bloor. Tham chi ca bon tré
khong dinh liu gi dén cudc dao thoat clia Asa ciing cdm nhan vé mot sw thay doi trong bau
khong khi.

Dagbert Endless nam mep trén giwong, mat chi chit nhirng vét cao. Chdc chdc lai rén ri vé
gio may. Nam tay no6 ap chat vao ma, nhat dinh 'khong cho ai thay minh dang ciAm cai gi, mac
du, thinh thodng gitta nhitng ngén tay noé, lai dé 16 ra nhitng tia sang vang.

“Clr mdc ké nd,” ba giam thi bao. “N6 dang bi ac méng day ma.”
Thé 1a Dagbert dwoc phép nam lai giwong, mot diéu chwa tirng c6 d6i véi dira tré nao trong
hoc vién Bloor

Trong phong riéng cua han o chai phia Tay, Manfred Bloor ciing ndm bep di trén givong. Up
mat vo twong, [am nhdm vé nhirng chién binh ma quai.

Lao Ezekiel dich than lan xe t61 ctra phong Manfred va go. Khong co tleng tra loi. Thay clra
khda, lao Ezekiel giat giat tay nim ctra, “May co6 thanh cong khong?” 3o goi. “Str mang c6 hoan
thanh? Asa di doi? Charlie di tong va oat Billy tiéu ma?”

“Di di,” Manfred gam giv.

“Thé thi that bai roi,” 6ng cd ndi han thd dai roi thi€u nio lan xe di.

Mon trirng duoc phuc vu trong cang-tin xanh da troi. Charlie khong bao gio' nhé minh da
duwoc chiéu dai nhu thé nay trong bita sang & truong. N6 dirng & cudi hang, c6 mé doi mit liu
dfu ra, ngap ro to.

Ba bép trudng trao phan an dwoc thém é hé cho Charlie khi né tién téi quiy. “Ta da ura
ngoai mua trirng dd,” ba noi. “Tai sao bon tré cac con khong xirng dang mot bira sang thinh
soan cho khac di?”

“Ba bé&p trwdng, trong ba khong con lo lang nita,” Charlie nhan xét.

“Ta biét mlnh khong don doc.” Ba nhoén véi n6 mot nu cwoi bi mat, sau do 16i mot vatra

khoi tap dé." Ta tinh co gap ngoai Maisie sang nay. That hén oi 1a hén. Ba 4y nho ta mang cai
nay cho con.” Ba bép truéng nhoai qua quay va trao cho Charlie mét tAm buwu anh.

Mat sau c6 mét con tem nwdc ngoai va net chir viét tay ctia ba n6. Sau vai dong ve chuyen di
va thoi tiét thi tdi cau: “Mot ngay nao dé ba me sé dwa con di cung, Charlie, roi con sé tin mit
thay nhitng sinh vat1ong lay d4.”

O mit trede tim buu anh, hinh mot cai dudi ca voi lung gt choan 14p bau tréi trén mit bién
ménh mong, 14p la 1ap lanh.
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