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1.

“Pay la lwc lwgng khang chién.”

T6i chwa bao gio nghe giong noi ciia Hoang tir Jake lai ham chira 1ong ki€u hanh, tw hao dén
thé. Va toi cling chwa bao gi¢ tw hao vé Hoang tir clia minh nhuw liic nay.

<Vaya? Anh muon gi? Lam sao anh lién lac dwgc voi ching t6i?>
R6 rang, vién si quan Andalite & dau kia ctia cudc lién lac lién hanh tinh khong sting s6t nhw
thong thuong.
Rachel ham huc. Hoang tir Jake lwom ban a ay mot cai roi tra loi. ‘Nghe nay, chiing t6i khong c6
nhiéu thoi gian. Cudc goi nay co the bi nghe 1én, ma  ching t6i lai co rat nhiéu diéu can noi.
Truéc tién, vé cudc chién & the gioi Anati - d6 1a mot cai bay. Quan Yeek da thiét 1ap rat nhiéu
u tia Nghlet khong 16 tai tat ca cac mit trang hau phuc kich phi doan Andalite. Cac anh ma téi
d6 1a sé bi tiéu diét lién.”
Mot khoang im lang Mot sw cham tré dé hiéu, do khoang cach xa x6i hodac do thiét bi chuyén
phat clia chiing téi qua tho so. thng toi cho rang swim ling ¢ ddy mang y nghia khAc.
<Chung to6i biét tinh hinh trén Trai Pat cla cac ban, con Nguoi a>. Giong nay la cia mot nguoi
khac. Dwa theo cach truyén, thi d6 chic chan 1a giong cia ngudi Andalite c6 chirc vu cao hon
v1en sT quan vira noi chuyen v&i Hoang tir Jake.

“bung,” Hoang tir Jake dap. “Nhung moi thir da thay d6i roi. Chung toi..
<Chung toi b1et cac ban dang can sw giap do.>

“That th6 16,” Marco lam bam. “Phai dé cho nguoi ta noi hét cau ché.”

Glong noi lanh lung, kiéu ky ding kiéu Andalite 3 ay tiép. <Chung toi can can nhic xem cac ban
c6 phinh lira nhdm 16i kéo sw chl ¥ - dé mong tré thanh wu tién t8i hau cda ching toi hay
khong >

“Thé con...

Cassie nam chat tay Rachel, ra hiéu cho ban 3 ay im lang.

“Nghe nay,’ ]ake kién nhan. Swkim nén con gian khiénban 4y cao giong. “Nguon tin dé ching
to6i nhan duoc tir mot noi dang tin cay, tir mot Yeerk trong hang ngii toi cao. Cac anh khong co
ly do gi nghl ngo chung toi ha1 mang.’

“Hum...” Marco lai lam xam. “Chung ta 1a loai nguoi yéu dudi, tdi nghiép. Chang phai Andalite
vi dai, day danh du...
<Hoang ttt Jake, xin vui 10ng dé t6i n6i?>
Hoang tu Jake gat dau. Toi buédece lén trudec, lai gan thiét bij lién lac van con chwa hoan chinh.
Ké tir khi lac dén hanh tinh xa xam nay, toi chi néi chuyén voi dong bao minh vai lan Motlan khi
toi cdi tién mdy thién vdn vo tuyen cd 10 ctia con nguor, dé bdo tin cho gia dinh vé cdi chét clia
anh Elfangor. Mét Ian trén tau Con Cuctia thuyén trudng phdn bji Samilin-CorrathGahar. Va
hai lan nita, téi cé dip ndi chuyén véi nhitng nguoi Andalite dén Trdi ddt.

Nhung Ian nay rat khac. Tinh hinh da doi thay. Chién tranh dang leo thang. Qué hwong Andalite
va cac dong bao cida t6i can phai lang nghe toi.

<bay la Aximili- Esgarrouthlsthill,> toi rat ranh ro. <Hoang tr cda toi n6i rat dung. Nguon
thong tin vé thé gidi Anati dén tir chinh Visser Mot, tén chu xwong cudc xam lwong hanh tinh
nay. Visser Mot dwoc phai di xay dung can cte phong tht, hau gai cho phi doan Andalite vao
bay. Chung to6i da glet tén Yeerk Visser M4t va giai phéng vat chu. Pay la su that.>

<Hy vong tin nay sé tac dong toi ho,> Toblas binh luan.

Nhung qua tinh t6i khong ngo vé nhu'ng gl xay ra ké tiép. Sau nay nhé lai toi méi tw héi: du da
ranh ré tinh cach ngao nghé ctia ngudi Andalite ma sao t6i van khong thé chiu ndi khi bi ho
nghi ngo va ghé lanh...

<Chi huy cip cao sé xem xét loi anh néi,> vién si quan phan. <Em trai cia Hoang ttr Chinh
chién Elfangor-SirinialShamtul luén xttng dang dwoc lang nghe. Tuy nhién... theo y kién ctia
t6i, va theo hd so lwu trit thi Aximili-Esgarrouthlsthill da xao nhang long trung thanh.>



<Toi...

Nhu'ng da qua tré dé bao chira.

<Ch1en diu co Con Rép!> Tobias thét. <Ra khéi diy mau!>

“Tat ca, bién hinh! bi, di nao!”

Cudc lién lac qua dai. Bon Yeerk dang trén duong téi bat, hay giét, ching toi.
Dang 18 ra t6i phai dé y nhiéu dén thoi gian hon...

Pang chiu!

“Ax!” Hoang tir Jake la. “Chay maul! Cam lay thiét bi va chay ngay!
<Canh sat dang toi, anh em 01! Chung ta gap bon Muwon xac- Nguoi roi. Ching duoc phép na
dan!> Tobias rdi rit thic. <Mau lén!>
Pang chiu! Pang chiu!
Strc nong va strc ép tir tia Nghiét bién cat quanh chiing t6i thanh thiy tinh. S6ng bién ban dém
s0i cudn lén va hat Ién bo nhitng sinh vat bién bi nung chin.
Gitra bai tdm dai Vang ling, dudi anh trang khuyet mo to, Rachel, Cassie, Marco va Hoang tw
Jake nhanh chéng bién thanh nhiing loai chim san moi. Tuyét doi khong dwoc dé€ bon Yeerk
biét c6 con Nguoi trong “bang thao khiu Andalite”. Nhit la Marco, ban 3y lai cang khong duoc
d€ 10 ra minh van con song
<Chudn thoi!> Rachel rang quat d6i canh dai bang dau bac khong 16 trong bau khong khi ban
dém lanh gia, c6 bit khéi mat dat.
Hai chii 6 bién Cassie va Marco héi ha theo sau.
<Ax? Tobias? Dung de ching ldy mat thiét bi lién lac!> Hoang t Jake thét, doan quat d6i canh
chim wng peregrine bay veo di.
Pang chiu! Pdng chiu!
Toi dut thiét bi lién lac vao nguc, cti xuong thap hét mirc ma van gitr thang bang va ba chan
bon cdng chay vé hwdng nhitng dun cat chir khong phai hudng bai dau xe..
<0a! Chu Ax! Coi chirng!> Tobias la that thanh.
Lui hui bwéc trén cat wét, hai canh sat mwon xac bo téi, khau tia Nghiét cdm tay dang chia...
vao toi.
“D6 Andalite rac ru¢i! Ding lai!”

“Tsseer!”
I{Aarghlﬂ
Mot tén guc xudng. Han vira bi cAu chau diéu hiu dudi do cia tdi st mat con mit.
Trwéc khi tén kia kip phan tng thi...
Phap! ] )
T6i nhic dudi qua vai va xang cho han mot ban dao. Han d6 xuéng nhw cay chuéi.

'"
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T6i 1a Aximili-Esgarrouth-Isthill, ngudi Andalite. Con trai cua Noorlin-Sirinial-Coorat va
Forlay-EsgarrouthMaheen. Em trai ctia Hoang tir Chinh chién Elfangor-SirinialShamtul. Mot
linh nho, mét chién binh da qua rén luyén. Nhwng toi lai dwoc biét dén nhw 1a mét hoi vién
Anlmorphs

Thuc t& bay gidr nguy cip lam. Viéc quan trong nhit L chiing toi can lam la ngan chan khong
cho Visser Ba dwoc 1én chirc Visser Mot - vi tri uy quyén nhat trong nic thang quyén luc ciia
quan doi Yeerk.

Mot khi da 1a Visser Mot, thi chang c6 gi niu kéo hdn dirng xtc tién cudc xAm ling toan cuc
hanh tinh Trai dat.
ba vay, sau cudc lién lac dang buc minh véi vién st quan Andalite, coi moi nhiém vu cta ching
to6i cang khé khan, phll’C tap hon nhiéu.
Sang hom sau cai dém “tai hoa trén bai tam” do, Marco va Tobias t&i thw gidn trong long mang
cua toi. Trong con mat ctia thé giéi loai nguoi thi Marco d4 chét - diu nay khién cho ban iy
tré nén ki di.
V6i kha nang ky thudt gioi giang cua minh, chiing t6i tha ho coi truyén hinh cadp mién phi,
Marco gitt rit lay mon d6 ma Tobias tang toi: cai ror mot

“Dém, chang cé quai gi! Ca hang tram kénh ma hong cé gi... dang xem.”
<Marco7> Tobias goi tu' trén thanh chiéc ghe banh do Marco tha téi tir 1ong mang, tir chd ma
ban dy bao la “bai rac”.<Thay cho minh cai ro-mét.>
Marco dung 1én, quang lai dung cu xuong mat ghé.

“Ax ng0, ban biét thir gi [am tui mé thich that sw khong?” Ban ay haéi t6i.

T6i khong tra 1oi. Tir 1au toi biét loai nguoi thu'crng hay dung kleu hoi goila “cau hoi tu tr”. b6
la cach hoi hoa my, khoa truong va khong can cau tra loi. Ho da biét cau tra 1o réi ma.

“DE tui noi thirlam tui mé man nha,” Marco noi ca giut, nh1p budc toi lui trong 1ong mang.

“Hirm, sau mong cén con tui minh ma co ngdn can cudc xam lroc toan dién, quy mo lén cua
Yeerk. Tui dam ca hang dong dola lay mot cai banh cam..

Tobias nghiéng dau chd vao mot cau. <... cho diéu ba ngoal bo tirng hay noi?>

Marco trogn mat. “T6i cA mot trleu d6 1a, néu tbdira pho va bao moi nguoi rang ‘Hay chuin bi di
vi cudc chién tranh 16n sdp né ra’, tikc khic nguoi ta sé pha ra cwoi lién, hong thém tin 1y mot
tw.”

<Ban thich mot quang canh hoang loan, kinh hoang a?> T6i héi. P6 la mot cau hoi tu tir nhw
loal nguoi van thuong dung.

“Theo tui thi hdu hét moi nguoi déu cho rang, tdt cd nhitng cudc chién toan cdu déu da la chuyén
diving. Chdng ai muén né xdy ra nén cing chang ai muén chuan bi doi phé voind. Aima tin Trdi
ddt sé bi nhiing nguoila ngoai khdng gian tdn cong chit? Pon gidn la ho nghirdng, tong qudn
chi la cuéc biéu dwong lwc lugng chiéu trén Roswell.”
<Marco da néu lén tinh cach tiéu biéu cta ngudi My,> Tobias bao t6i, vé am hiéu. <Chung ta
khong co ke thu ngoai bién, cling nhu trén bo. Luc luong doi dich khong c6 nhiéu, lai yéu kém
nita. Pat nwéc nay chua san sang cho chién tranh. C6 1& do kiéu ngao, nhung cé 1& do nhidu th.
Ho khong nght lai co thé n6é ra mot cudc Thé Chién nira.>
<Vay néu chung ta thong bao cho cong chung biét, hay cong khai canh bao cho chinh quyén...>
Marco khit miii r6i ngd sam tré lai ghé. “Ching ta that swsalay roi.”

“Hoi dong dé xudt bzzsmmm”

T6i ngoat mit cuong ve phia chiéc mdy vi tinh xach tay & goc long mang, mét model méi cua
hang Apple, t6i vira tau o Phé Vi Tinh bang ndm sau thang tién tro cap ctia Rachel...

“Cai quai gi thé nhi?”

T61i gio tay 1én lam hi€u cho Marco im lang. May vi tinh dd im ru, chang c6 gi thém nira.
<T6i tin d6 1a mot mau dam thoai cta Yeerk,> cudi cung téi giai ‘thich. <Td1 da 0 rng dung mot



chuwong trinh riéng cho thiét bi lién lac ving khong gian zero ma t6i ché tao... véi sw giup do

cua ba ban, Marco.>

T6i ludn tin rang can phai khen ngoi khi can thiét. Ngay ca d6i véi con Nguori.

<Va?> Tobias nhin t6i bang cap mat d1eu hau dit ton.

<Va,> toi t1ep <chwong trinh nay sé gidi ma nhtrng thong tin duoc chuyen phat qua vung khong
ian zero. Rui thay - mdc du khong phai 16i ctia toi - ti 1€ thanh c6ng cua chwong trinh nay chi

& mitc ba muoi phan tram,> toi thira nhan. <Pon gian avi ky thudt may tinh cua loai nguoi

qua cham, kho vuot noi nhung thiét bi tién tién cia Yeerk dé ma gidi ma mét cach chinh xAc,

dang tin cay...

“Nhung thanh cong that sw thi, Ax a,” Marco nhian manh. “chi mwoi lam, hai mwoi phin tram

nhing thong tin di qua thoi

<Dung, > t01 gat. Lai mot ctr chi nita toi hoc dugrc tir loai nguoi.

. mot ldn nira Hoi dong Thdp Tam Tru diéu déng Visser Hai thwc hién ke hoach chung ta dd phé
chuan mang tén Chién dich 9466: Giai Poan Mét. Thé theo sw dong y ctia Visser Mét, Hoi dong
Thdp Tam Tru ra Iénh Visser Hai tién hanh bzzmmss gerubzz
Lai im lang, Adallte nguwoi, va nothlltchang ai noi tiéng nao. Toi tin tinh trang nay rat hop dé
dling tir mo ta cla loai nguoi la sieng sot, ngy nguoi ra..
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<0'¢ ¢, minh dau phai la nguoi duy nhat nghe thiy, phai khong vay?> Tobias van nhin cham

cham vao chiéc mdy vi tinh da cam nin.
Marco ngoi chim lim trong ghe

“May bo b1et vi sao tui yéu quy cudc séng nay khong? Vi n6é khong bao gior buén chan. Khéng
bao gio.”
<Theo t6i, van dé quan trong nhat bay gi¢ 1a: ai da tré thanh Visser Mot? Chac khong phai 1a
Visser Ba roi. Hin khong theé duoc thang tién, b&i vi han da that bai trong viéc thuc thi lénh
hanh hinh Visser Mot ctia Hoi dong Thap Tam Tru!>
<Tham chi hin cling khong 1én duoc chirc Visser Hai?> Tobias néi. <Tai sao? Chau khong hiéu
chinh tri cta Yeerk [dm...>
Marco dimg lén. “N¢, bdo ddm 6ng ban cii ctia ching ta gior da 1a Visser Mot hoic Hai. Chit con
ai ntra dau? Va cai Chién dich 9466 nira cht:?”
Dot nhién toi cam thay dién tiét va bitc boi.
<Pha1 chi toi tlep cAn dwoc ky thuat t6t hon! Chac chan tdi sé nhan dwoc toan bo thong tin lién
lac cta Yeerk. Toi sé...>
Marco cudi hich hich. “Hay, Ax ngé, coi thuong loai nguoi vira vira thoi cht? Ngoai ra, cai may
bo ky cop tap dugc do chila do choi, ngay ca doi voi nguoi. Nguoi Andalite khong 16 tai ba nhw
b6 can phai mo vao hé thdng may tinh cua chinh phu méi dang kia.”
<Mac du la bat hop phap,> Tobias néi roi v0i thém <Khong phai chau khuyén dau...>
Y hay day, dau bat hop phap. Nhung Trai dat sdp c6 chién tranh va ching tdi khong c6 swlua
ch(_)n nao khac. .
<Tuyét vori,> toi ho héi dap. <Ching ta cin thong tin. Ching ta phai lam bat cir diéu gi nham c6
thong tin.>

“0i 61 0i,” Marco rén ri. “Tui khong chinh thic dé nghi dot nhdp vao tong hanh dinh cta chinh
phu My dau nha. Do la t0i xam pham bi mat riéng tw. L& qué la vo tu a nha.”
<Ban noi gi vay?> Toi hoi lai.
Marco tron mat - mot biéu cam xui xéo va chang quyen ri chut nao.

“Tuinoila vy do vi pham phap ludt, la nguy hiém, la sai trai, khong ding dan.”
Con nguoi qua la la lung. Hom nay ho vira tuyén bé nhing lap trwong dao dirc va luan ly nay,
thi ngay ngay hom sau, ho lai tuyén b6 mot chinh kién trdi nguoc han - ma véi cling mot su
nhiét tinh hang hai nhu nhau mai la chrr.
P43 thé, khi budc phai giai thich ho bao hanh vi nhw vay la do “nhiing tinh huong khac nhau”,
hodc “tuy thudc vao hoan canh”. Thiét het hiéu noi nitra.
<Marco,> toi triét ly. <Ban d tirng bao voi ba ban rang khong c6 gl “ding dan” nita; rang
chém chia la mot trong nhu'ng kha ning ctia ban; rang khi chién tranh két thic thi sé c6 “diéu
dung dan tro’ lai; rang ban sé dén bu...>

“Ax ngo b5 c6 bist rang trich din lai 1o ctia ngudri khac dé chdng lai chinh ngwoi doé khién
nguoi ta birc minh nhuw thé nao khong7" Marco quat to.
<T1rc 1a ban dong y v&i ké hoach cda t6éi ha?>

“Hurm, tirc 1a tui phai nuwong theo né.. . Hay Nguoi-Chim. B0 c6 tham gia véi tui nay khong?”
<Chu Ax néu chau néi khéng thi né cé ngan chda lai khong?>
<Khong,> t6i dap.
Bat chap trudc do da vién da ly do nay no, Marco lai ham hé dé nghi thAm nhip va bé khéa hé
théng may vi tinh ctia Co quan An ninh Quoc gia.
Chinh Marco da dé xuat chuyén lap dit mot chwong trinh c6 thé choc thing bat ¢ hang rao an
ninh nao do con Ngu¢i nghi ra.
Chang can phal ndi cling biét, toi 1a ngudi thiét ké ra chwong trinh 4y. Cling chang ton cong hay
ton thoi gian gi..
Véi su tro giup ctia chiéc dién thoai di dong cta Cassie va chiéc iMac mau vang chanh cua



minbh, t6i lam thay d6i 16 trinh thong tin bon Yeerk thu phat qua vung khong gian zero, 1ai cho
chung phai di qua may vi tlnh trung tam cua NSA.
“Nha tu lién bang day roi,” Marco bao. “Chung ta da t&i noi.”
<Chuyén gi da xay ra vay, chi Ax?>
<NSA dang c6 bit sw chuyén phat ctia chu. A, gior thi ho dang nhan chwong trinh giai ma cta
chu.>
Toi nhan ban phim vai cai. Mot chidt cing thang. Chd thém chit nia.
“Ax, sao roi?”
<NSA khong chan t6i nira. Nao, coi ching ta c6 gi ¢ day.>
<C6 diéu nay ne chu Ax,> Tobias néi vé lwdng lw. <Chu cé chac chin chwong trinh chi g&i cho
ho khong thé dung dé giai ma nhirng thong tin cia chd hodc bon Yeerk khong?>
Cham cham, t6i nguay mat cuéng mot vong roi nhin Ién Tobias dang dau trén nhanh cay.
<U'm, chau chi héi thdi ma.>
Sau d6...
May moc manh va nhanh hon, cong v&i kién thivc va ki nang Andalite da cho ra két qua...
“Visser Mot méi dworc chi dlnh cuwu Visser Ba, tong tw 1énh cac luc lwgng & hanh tinh Trai
dat...da dong y y Chién dich 9466. Visser Hai dang trén ducrng t&i Trai dat dé tro giup cho cong
cuoc th1 hanh cac hoat dong quan s dwoc bao trudc 1a sé rat dai ddng nay...
“Bingo,” Marco thi tham.
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<Visser Mot. Cuu Visser Ba. Esplin-946 kép.>

Nhiing tir ay ctr loang loang ludt qua diu tbi trén dwong hoc toc tdi trang trai Cassie, noi tu
hop truyen thong cda hoi Anlmorphs

“Vay la,” Hoang tw Jake n01 “chién dich nay rat quan trong. N6 dwoc dat tén theo s6 hiéu cta
ga visser dang tri vima.”

“Va ga Yeerk & cap chi huy thit hai - khéng biét 1a 6ng hay ba - ciing tham gia vao thuc hién
ch1en dich,” Rachel thém.

Nhlrng cu thé no la gi?” Cassie hoi.

“May b0 dodn coi,” Marco di t&i di lui. “Qua me minh, ching ta biét ké thu truyen kiép cua
chung ta dang thiic day cudc thanh trir Trai dat. Chang can gidu glem up mo hay hoat dong
trong bong dém nira. Chuing ta sip phai chirg kién phdn 1on dan s6 Trai dat bi x6a s0. Mico
mudn tro thanh Yeerk khong? - Khong ha?! Thé thi mi sé chét. Yeerk chang can hét tit cad moi
nguoi. Chi c& mot triéu nguoi theo chung la dw du roi.”
<Theo cac ban th1 bon Yeerk so diéu gi?> Toi dit van de.

Marco nhin toi. Chung so hai diéu - phi doan Andalite va tai nguyén cua loai nguoi. Tai
nguyén & day tic 1a vii khi, sw muu tri, linh dong, thao vat, niém hi vong cua chung ta. D9 la
nhirng nét ddc trung cua loai Ilgll’O’l ma cuu Visser Mot da thira nhin va né s¢, nhung ceu
Visser Ba lai coi thwong, bo qua.’

Khong cach chi ma niém hi vong lai ché ngu hay lam chiin buéc duoc cd mot luclwong nguoi

la,” Rachel néi giong nghiém chinh.

Marco thé dai “Tui biét.”

“Nhung bon Yeerk khong biét,” Hoang tir Jake thém. “Chung ciing khong chac ching ta khong
dwoc trang bi v khi thong minh de tiéu diét chung, néu chung tan cong. Va chung khong biét
ph1 doan Andalite sé khong dén g1a1 ctru Tréi dat

“Minh luon nh¢ liyc lwong Yeerk o trong hang stra chita hung manh c& nao khi ching ta citu me
Marco.” Cassie tram ngam. “Qua la m&i thay thoi d3 muon nhut chi roi.”
<DAau Yeerk biét hay khong thi sy that chung ta van khong c6 v khi ddt trén khong gian,>
Tobias lanh ling ndi. <Rdi day con Ngudi sé bi tan sat dd man. Mau van luén 1a mau va luén tan
khoc nhlr nhau.>

“Va ca nhitng cudc Dal Thé chién, nhing con dai dich nita chu. Day, loai nguoi sap phal doi mat
v61i nhimg thir do r01 ’ Mat Marco t6i sAm. “Sw tan pha sé ghé gém, khiing khiép lam.”

Im lang. Tam tw ai nay nang triu.

Hoang tt Jake nhin toi: “Ax, minh muon biét y kién chin thit cia bo. Ké tir bira lién lac & bai
tam, ching ta khong nghe thém tingl tir hanh tinh Andalite nita. Liéu c6 chic 1a phi doan
Andahtekhong t&i? Va c6 chacla chung ta phal tw xoay s& moi bé?”

Toi chang biét noi gintra... Traloila “c6” hay* ‘khong” cling déu gay nghi ngo vé 1ong trung
thanh cta t6i véi dong bao minh - ca Andallte lan loai nguoi.

Nau nguoi Andalltequyet dinh lam ngo 101 canh bao cta ching to6i ma di chuyen t&i thé gidi
Anati, thi mot trong nhirng ¢ diéu kién dé Visser Mot sach dong cudc chién toan dién da duoc
dap tng. Va loai nguoi sé cé nguy co diét vong. Vay 1a dong bao nay da phan bdi dong bao kia
cua toi.

Nhung du rat than phuc va cé cdm tinh voi loai nguoi, toi Van hi vong duoc tré lai the gioi qué
nha voi cha me. Hodc tham chi dé cung Estrid- CorillDarrah xay dung mot gia dinh riéng.

Tuy nhién, bay gio ve hai long vé dong bao mau mu cua minh, ké ttr khi toi phiéu bat téi Trai
dat, da khong con la mot tram phan tram. Tinh cdm véi qué nha that.. phu'c tap, 1an 16n. Va co
hoi duoc moi ngudi dang tay chao don trong ngay Ve dang ngay cang teo top di.

Nhat 1a sau nhitng loi budc toi clia vién si quan Andalite v6 danh no.

“AX'"

Vay chtt, kinh nghiém cua toi v&i loaingwdi va nén van hdéa cua ho khong phai khéng c6 that



vong. T6i thinh thoang buon phién vi hanh vi tho bao, hung tan ctia ho d6i véi cac loai khac,
cling nhw déi véi nhau.

T6i khong hiéu sao ho lai cé nhirng ki€u giét ngwdi bao tan, vé tAm tinh nhuw thé.
N6 lam toi so.

Nhung t6i ciing c6 ban be. Ho la gia dinh cua toi va diy van 1a cudc chién ctia ching toi.
T01 12 Andalite, nhung vé mit ndo do toi cing la con Nguoi.
“Ax, b0 cb nghl la nhirng nguoi Andalitesé toi Trai dat khong?”
<Toi khong biét, Hoang t Jake, > t6i ndi mot cach lwdng lw. <Thit tinh 1a té6i khong biét...>
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“0, bon Yeerk them muon Tral dat,” Hoang tt Jake lan lwot nhin timg ngudi. “U'm, va ching
co thé dat dwoc wéc nguyén.”

“Nay,” Marco tu lw. “Khéng chirng tinh hinh dau dén ndi qua tuyét vong, té hai nhu tui minh
nghi. C6 khi bon Yeerk dang ciAn nhic xem chung sé nhan dwoc gi. Chung 14n té1i thi tui minh
kim chan lai, khong cho chung tién lén. Ching day ra thi tui minh day vao, cho chung khong
day thém duoc nita. Nhwng lan nay coi bd xwong xau qua, tui minh phai tung toan lwc lam mét
cu chét thoi”

Rachel guc gac dau. ‘Dung, khong thé ngbi im doi quan chi vién. Chung ta phai quyet danh véi
tat ca nhirng gi chung ta co, du nguoi Andalitetéi hay khong. Tu vé luon ludn 1a cong 1y. Ngay tir
h01 dau hay bay gio cling thé. Chidm het

“Tham chi ca khi dién bién xau nhit xay ra a?” Cassie néi - ban iy tw IAm badm v&i minh thi
dting hon.
<Chién tranh la diéu cung cuc nhat,> t6i lam bam, mét moi vi ndy gio n6i kha nhiéu va vi trong
dau ngon ngang nhiing y nghi. <M3c du déi khi ciing can thiét.>
<Cht Ax 3,> Tobias néi. <Chu chi cho Jake nhitng diy s6 ching ta bit dwoc ngay trwéc ldc roi
khoi long mang di.>
<buong nhién, > toi trao cho Hoang tir Jake to g1ay Marco c6 ghi vai thong tin.

Hoang tir Jake lac dau. “Minh doan day la kinh tuyén va vi tuyén?”

“Con cai nay la cia minh.” Marco chia ra tap ban d6 ban dy giau dudi déng co kho. “Hir... coi
nao...lalam nha. Chung ta dang néi vé dia diém ngoai khoi cd ngan dam... Moi diém cach nhau
chlrng hai muoi dam. ”

Rachel ghé mit qua vai Hoang tur Jake. “C6 ca ngay va gio nira. Pung vao hom nay,” ban ay nhin
vao dong ho deo tay... "9 glo sang. Troi dat, vay la con 7 tiéng dong ho, réi thém hai tiéng nira -
bon gior chiéu va sau gio toi.” B .

Rachel nhin chung t6i - Tobias, Marco va toi - vé la lam. “Sao mdy b6 khong d€ mai hang chi
cho tui nay ha?! Chung ta di thoi!”

“Twr tir da,” Hoang tr Jake can voi. “Mot khi chua biét tin nay co nghia la gi, ching ta khong thé
nham mat lam liéu. Tai sao lai & gitta dai dwong? Chuyén gi sé xay ra? Chuing ta khong c6 manh
m01 nao ca.”

“Tui chi biét rang do la mot b1en co rdt to 16m,” Marco tho dai thwcrn thwot. “Va tui minh phai
tO’l d6, ngay lap tirc. S6 phan ctia ca thé gio dang nam & day day

“Lam sao tu1 minh vuot qua dugc ngan ay duong bién trong vong bay tiéng dong h6?” Cassie
thic mic. Khong co 16t hinh bién nao lam dwoc vay dau.”

Laiim lang nang né. Cuoi cung Hoang tir Jake noi giong chac nich, nhung mat thi budn ruoi
ruoi. “Moi viéc da khac T gior trér di, chiing ta phai lam diéu can lam va 14y nhitng thit can 1ay.
Cho du hau qua ra sao.”

“]ake ’ Cassie dom nai.

“L&t hinh bién duy nhit c6 thé di hang ddp ra bién kip gio,” Hoang tir Jake them “dé6 la Nguoi.”
“Dung thé!” Rachel gio ndm d4m lén khong. Mit ban 4y sdng ngdi niém vui. “Phai da dit tui
Yeerk that toi boi.”

T6i khong biéu 10y y kién cia minh & van de nay.
Cassie lai btrc xuc. “Jake! May bo oi! Nao nao. Chung ta da di qua xa roi. Phai tuan thu nhirng
nguyen tac co ban cua loai nguoi chir...

“Tui khong phan doi y kién cua Cassie,” Marco ndi lanh tanh. “Nhung ma Jake noi ding. Moi
thtr da thay doi. Tui minh khong con dll‘O’C thanh thoi ma suy gdm xem diéu gi diing diéu gi sai
nita. Phai bat dau tir cAu hoi coi c6 hop thoi co hay khong?”

“Oa!” Rachel la 1én thich thd. “Loi néi hay nhat trong ngay do, Marco.”
Ban thay loai nguoi co la khong? Ho ludn tw mau thuan voi chinh minh nhung chuyén nay lai
to ra c6 hiéu qua. Ho c6 kha nang phat trién nén vian minh cao, trong khi vin bAm vao nhirng



cudc tranh ludn veé ly 1& dao dirc.
Hoang ti Jake cam tay Cassie. Toi nhan thay Tobias quay mat di.

Ca551e minh khong bao glo yéu cau bo phai lam diéu bo khong mudn lam, hodc khong thé
lam... ]ake nhe nhang noi. “Nhung minh nghi gia thiét clia chingtala dung Ring tén Visser
Mot méi dwoc bé nhiém sé phat dong mot cudc chién tranh véi quy mé huy diétto 1on. Cac
thanh phd co the bi thiéu rui. Tat cad moi quoc gia sé di tong. Néu bay gio chung ta thw lam cai
gi do, bang tatca kha nang cua minh, thi khong chirng chung ta co thé ngdn no xay ra.” Hoang
tw ]ake cwoi 4u siu. “Minh  khong chic luong tam minh c6 yén 6n dé ma song tiép hay khong,
neu ching ta khong lam tat ca nhitng gi co thé...

“Con minh thi khong biét c6 sdng noi khong trwedrc diéu ma ching ta sé lam,” Cassie 1ap luan.

“Jake, b6 bao gi ma cha c6 Iy do hong nguy bién cho nhu'ng hanh vi vi pham dao dtrc. Chung ta
da tranh ludn diéu nay hoa1 roi. Ai d6 luon chép miéng ‘Dao, quén chuyén ding hay sai di,
ch1en thang la trén hét'..

“Minh biét, minh biét,” Hoang ti Jake bop chat ban tay Cassie. “Nhung.. . mOi dtra tui minh déu
tw hoi: minh dung hay sai khi lam bat ctt diéu gi cho cai tot dep hon; va minh cé tw tin rang
minh khong tré thanh quy st trong khi lam nhuw thé khong? P6 la mot  pham tru rat riéng tu...
Hay do tinh hinh bat budc, tdi nghi. Hay vi bién ¢4 dic biét. Dao dirc cia sw thuin tién. Chang
Khac gi dao duc Andahte
Y nghia nay that xdo tron. ]
Cassie mim cuwoi. Khong phai la cwdi sung swong ma la cuoi dé che glau tam trang that. “Néu
c6 ngwoi dé minh tin 1a gitr dwgc phép tac thi ngwoi do 1a bo day, Jake.”

Marco khoanh tay trwéc nguc, gt ddu nham nhay Rachel. “Cha, tui minh thi héng dang tin
dau.”

Rachel gio tay to ve sot rudt.

<Nao nao... chinh xac chung ta phai di bang cAch ndo dé vuot qua ca ngan dam trong vai gior
day7> Tobias s6t rudt cat t1eng

“Dé thoi ma, Nguoi- Chim. May bay phan luc cia quan doi. Mat chirng ntra ti€ng dé tdi can cl
khong quan, c6 1€ thém it phat nira dé cuom mot chiéc ph1 co. Sau d6 phéng toc do toi da.”
Hoang tt Jake budng tay Cassie. “U'm...” ban 4y tang hang. “Chuing ta di thoi!”
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“C0 van tai chinh cua t6i khuyén t6i phal dau tw mot it t1en vao noi an toan, cham va on

dinh. Con lai bao nhiéu hdy d6 vao noi cé vé rii ro. Murdi sdu ndm nita ddm con téi méi di hoc
dai hoc.”

“Nghe c6 13'/ day. T6i dinh sé néi chuyén véi ké todn cia minh, mac du ké hoach véi vo toi...
0, cai gi kia?”
Lop-cop 10p-cop.
Toi ltrng litng xuAt hién tir ding sau hang ta dung do.
<Ct binh tinh,> t6i tran an.
Nguwoi dan 6ng hd miéng hoac ra. Mot dong tac chirng té 6ng ta chuin bi thét Ién.
Phap!
Ong ta nga vap Xuong san, bat tinh. Khong con la van dé nira.
Tuy nhién, ngwoi phu nir thi...
“AN DALITE!”
<Yeerk!>
Bup!
Marco - trong 16t khi dot - lién ra tay, di ba ta nga dui Xuong dat.
<Mot cd v nhe 1én dau chdng bao gior 1am dau ai,> ban 4y lam xam. <Ma c6 dau ciing chang
dang lam bao.>
<Hoang ttr Jake, ban va nhitng ban khac hoan hinh di. Marco va t6i dang canh chirng can phong.
>
Lap tirc bon con bo chét phinh bu ra chuyén thanh ba con Nguoi va mot diéu hau.
Chung t6i dang & mot trong nhitng phong thay do cua Khong Luc An Ninh Quéc Gia. Chdng
nghl ngo g1 nira, td chirc nay da bi Yeerk an sau bén ré chac lam roi.

“Xoi, x01,” Rachel can nhan. ‘ May b d6 bay quai di qua.”

Hoang tir Jake nhwéng 16ng may 1én. Khong phai lic ndo con Ngudi cling biéu 16 cam xtic mit
nhu* thé.

“Y em 1a dé Cassie thay vao chd em h3, Rachel? Hay la em muon tha né banh da ra & do cao
muoi lam ngan mét, hoac bi dong lanh t&i chét con hon 1a phai mac miy bé dé6 hong mé-den
do?”

Rachel nhdan mét, nhung roi cling cui xuong nguoi phu ni bi mwon xac da bat tinh.

Ke hoach la t6i sé hap thu nguoi dan 6ng va dong vai tro phi cong chinh. Va Rachel sé Ia phi
cong phu T6i chac chan vé dleu nay bdi vi Marco bdo rang Rachel c6 mot “than kinh thép”.
Rachel sé dam dlrcrng vai tro ctia toi néu co chuyen gl do khong may xay ra..

“Nhanh 1én, may bo,” Hoang tir Jake hoi thuc. “Vao viéc mau di.”

T6i ling khirng mat mot ldc. Khong phai vi toi chua bao gio thwdng thirc nhitng nét dic trung
cua loai nguoi nhu vi giac, 101 ndi hay di xem phim tai rap Cineplex.

Lam Nguoi hap dan [am, nhw 1a ¢6 ma luc hay cam do vay, du rang ciing c6 doi dleu bat tién. D6
la mo6t trong nhirng 16t bién hinh d4u tién toi cb. Nhung hoi ay, khi thu phuc ADN cua cac ban
trong hoi Ammorphs toi da dwoc phep. Toi khong vi pham quy wéc cua ngudi Andalite- rang
khong dwoc “twr tién” thau nap AND cuia nhitng sinh vat nhay cam.

Nhung Ian nay... chiing t6i phai 1am bat cit diéu gi can thiét, nham ngin can cudc xam ling tan
bao cua Visser Mot

PHUT!

Mt cudng ctia tdi tut vao dau, nhitng lon téc mau nau den moc ra loe xoe.

<Ax, bo khong biét la téc vang vui hon a?> Marco cat giong ¢ choc gheo.

T6i mac ké ban dy, c6 tip trung dé dirng thang 1én Khi hai cang chan Andalitebién thanh cai
nguc rong. To6i da ding trén hai chan loai nguoi chac khoe, co thé chong d& dwoc toan than.
Mot trai tim Andalitebay bot vao ta tic trén vang khong gian zero. Trai conlai con uén éo
thanh tim Nguwdi va bat dau dap khac di. Lép 16ng xanh da trod clia toi tré nén phang Iy, roi tré



sang hon mau da caa Marco. T6i 16ng ngong trong vao bo do bay ctia phi cong.
<Marco, nhanh nhanh 1én,> Hoang tix Jake thuc giuc khi da bién trd lai thanh bo chét.
Marco dong ctra tu do cat gidu nguoi nit phi cong da bi bat tinh, roi hoan hinh. Rachel - tron
hinh hai nit phi cdng an ninh vam v&, téc dé - nhe nhang ddy ngudi dan 6ng kia vao mot ti do
khac.
T01 cam thay gay minh ngra ngra khi hai con bo chét nhay lén.

“Xong roi ch?” Toi hoi.
Giong Co trlrcmg Felitti ma toi vira thiu nap 1én xuéng khong déu, nhin chim vé bén chén va
bat an cua t01
Rachel cuoi. “Téi ludn di!”
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Chung t6i hung diing di qua dwdong bang.
“Rachel,” tdi n6i nho. “P6 la chiéc may bay ma nhirng ngudi nay ¢ nhiém vu phai thuc hién
chuyen bay thw.”

“Thi da sao nao?” ban ay rit 1én. “Nhitng tho bao tri nghénh t tiép. chingta chac?”

“Mot chiéc F-16D, may bay ném bom hai chd ng01 biéu khién bang may tinh, toi tin vay. Ban
da duoc chuan bi ‘& digu khién chiéc may bay nay réi phai khong?”

I(Um "

Ching t6i rdo bwéc nhanh qua hai ngwoi the siva chiva. Mim cwoi. Chao. Roi “ru ngu” toan tho.
“Pi nao, di nao!” ~ B

Rachel leo vao buong lai, ngoi vao cho cta phi cong phu. Téi phdng vao cho danh cho phi cong
chinh.

Khi chlec phan lyc mo hét cong suit dé chuin bi tang tdc, doi hoi moi nguoi chung toi phai ¢
vi tri gidm x6c¢ day dd nhat. Rat nhanh chéng, tbi va Rachel da tw cot minh vao dai an toan va
day dul. Ching t6i doi mii bao hiém cé chira mit na oxy 1én, roi kiém tra micré vo tuyén dé lién
lac voi nhau khi may bay roi khoi mat dat.

T6i twa canh tay pha1 1én bo phan tya tay dac biét va nam ldy tay cAm dé chuyen tai ménh lénh
cho may tinh cua may bay. Khong can su tro giup cua Rachel, phi cong phu cia Khong Luwc An
Ninh Quoc Gia hay clia tram kiém soat mat dat, téi nap ning lu'(mg cho dong co, diéu khién
may bay cdt canh.

Chang co gi kho khan ca..

“Ui, hén qua,” Rachel néi. Glong ban 4y qua micrd nghe xa lac xa lo, du dang ngdi cach toi
khong day hai tac.

“Qua may ay chi. T6i so phdn con 1a1 ctia nhiém vu khong dworc tréi chdy nhw thé nay dau.”

“B6 qua la mot anh chang bi quan.”

“Khong phai! T6ila mot ngwdi thuc té.”

Luc nay ching ta chi con chua toi hai tiéng dé téi dich dén duoc md ta trong birc dién lién
hanh tinh cua bon Yeerk.

Va tro ngai dau tién la toi khong thé hoan hinh trong bd d6 nay ma khong xé rach né thanh
tirng manh. Diéu nay rit cé thé 1a nguyén nhan gy ra cai chét tic khac cho toi.

Con vé&i Rachel - du ¢6 thé hoan hinh trong khong gian chat choi cua bd do 'phi cong, nhung
ban 4y ciling khé ma dleu khién noi chiéc may bay kiém- soatbang -vitinh véi téc do kinh nguoi.
Toi khong chic ban 4y c6 thé lam dwoc diéu 4 ay, cho du la co “than kinh thép” di chang nira..
Luc nay Rachel dang cuwoi toe bang nét mat cua nir phi cong Michele Leary, nhung noi phan
khich ré dai 4n dang sau gwong mat do dich thuc Ia ctia Rachel, khong thé khac duorc.

Tro ngai thr hai: theo thong tin ching toi bat du'crc tir bon Yeerk, thi chi con chwa t&i nam
tiéng nita la swkién mang tén Giai doan Mét ctia Chién dich 9466sé dién ra. Ching toi s3p hét
thoi gian roi.

Bat ngo tin hiéu vo tuyén vang lén...

“Pay la Tram Diéu khién Mt dadt. Co trwéng Felitti, anh dd cdt canh sém hon lich trinh ndm
phuc va hién da bay khdi 16 trinh danh cho chuyén bay thu' nghiém. Hay quay lai ngay ldp tirc dé
phdi hop. Chiing tdi nhdc lai, hdy quay lai dé nhdn Iénh...

“Bo hoi hop ha, Ax?”

“Nhiing tinh thé t6i da tirng trai qua it cang thang hon thé nay nhiéu,” toi thira nhan.
Va roi..

“Day la Tram Diéu khién Mdt ddt. Cho du cdc anh la ai, hdy quay lai cdn ci ngay lap tirc. Néu
khéng doi hwo'ng, bdt budc chiing toi phdi bdn ha. Nhéc lai, anh sé bi ban ha...

Dot nhién, trén man hinh radar.. xuat hién hai may bay phan luc dudi theo chung toi.

“C6 18 ho da tim ra cac phi cong that Rachel nhan dinh, “va ca doi bao tri.”

Khong con cach nao khac.



M4y bay ném bom F16 c6 thé dat van toc toi da la mot ngan ba trdm ndm muoi ddm mot gio.
Tuy nhién, cung khong can thiét phai phéng téi tdc do do. Toi chi can ting téc hoi vrot qua

Mach 113 6n rdi...
“Chu y, Rachel!”
Thoat cai, chung toi da cit dudi dam truy dudbi.
“HO ho! Tuyet 13m, Ax. B chdy ludn, mic du con ngwoi clia minh mudn 10i ngwoc ra dang sau
dau roi.” Rachel cat giong khoai chi.
To6i kiém tra Hoang tit Jake va c4c ban khac. Nhitng 16t bo chét bao vé cac ban dy khong bi anh
huong boi t6c do cao. Xem ra diéu nay khién Marco co ve thit vong, vi khéng dwoc hudng cam
gidc manh nhu khi dwoc choi tro cudi Quai Vat Bién & Lam Vién.
Nguyen van loi ban 4y la thé nay: <Thiét chan chét di dwoc. C6 phai la tui dang & trong mot
chiéc F-16D khong vay? Sao tui chang cam thay cai quai gi hét. Phi co phan lwc gi ma ém ru ba
ru, trong khi cudc doi tui toan nhirng cam giac kinh thién dong dia khong hal>
Chung toi tiép tuc bay.
So véi cac loai phi co do nhitng con ngwdi Trai dat ché tao ra, thi chiéc F-16D nay thudc hang
“ngoai hang”.
Cu01 cung...
“Rachel, chung ta cAn phai phéi hop, Hay dé€ mat toi..
“Mmh tha cai gi do, Ax!” Rachel ngat ngang loi toi.
“Ban cling thay 47" Toi ngac nhién hoi lai.
“Ua... minh thay... Tr&i dat! Né... n6 bu'to chang. Hay, nhiéu kha ning né 1a tau san bay.”
“D6 1a chiéc USS Geogre Washmgton toi doc.
“Con nhiing con tau xung quanh no kia la gi vay?”
“Cé 1 phai hoi Hoang tir Jake.”
<Ch1ec USS Geogre Washington.> Marco 1én giong cat ngang. <Ai cha, bdng nhién khal niém
cwdp bién lai vut qua dau tui. Tau san bay cua con nguoi da bi bon Yeerk cudp roi..
<Chuing ta khong biét viéc gi dang dién ra,> ‘Hoang tu Jake noi. <Nhung con tau quanh no, Ax a,
minh nghi chung cling thudc phién ché chién d4u cda tau san bay. Chac chan d6 la nhirng
phuong tién gieo rac sy huy diét. Pai loai nhw tau phéng tén Itra dan dao va tau chién...>
<Ca tau ngam hat nhan nita cht?> Toblas chen vao.
<ft nhat phai c6 mot tau ché nhién liéu va cung cap d6 quan trang quan dung.> Marco suy
doan.

"Mach (c6 s6 theo sau): don vi Mach - ti 18 giita t6c dd may bay v&i tdc do Am thanh. Vi du Mach 1 12 biing van t6c 4m thanh; Mach
2 la gdp doi van toc m thanh.
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“Ax! Nhin man radar kia! Chiing nhan ra tui minh r6i!” Rachel kéulén.

“Dang vay! Toi chac chin hé théng theo ddi, phong thi clia tau san bay du tinh vi dé phat hién
ra chiéc F-16D ctia Khong Luc An Ninh Qudc Gia dang bay trén khong phan cua minh.”
<Ax, c6 chuyén gi vay?> Hoang tir Jake lo 1dng héi. <"Tai” bo chét ctia minh chdng ldy gi lam t&t
13m, bo biét roi dé.>
<Chung ta da bi chlec USS Geogre Washingtondinh vi,> t6i bao ban dy. <Con lic nay chingtala
muc tiéu truy can cua hai may bay phan luc cua khong quan...>

“La muc tiéu ban ha thi c6!” Rachel chinh lai. “Khi vuot mat ching ta, cai dam truy can dé da
lién 1ac va thong bao cho chiéc USS Geogre Washington.”
<Cé giai phap gi khong?> Hoang tr Jake hoi.
<Em cha c¢ giai phap gi hét,> Rachel rau ri noi bang giong truyén. May phuécla 16t bién hinh
nguoi nay giup cho ca hai chung toi str dung dwoc ca hai cach thong tin, vira bdng am thanh
miéng, vira bang cach truyen y nghi. <Anh Jake, tau sin bay sé phai quan dudi theo ching ta.
Chiéc phi co nay thua ro6i.>
Ntra gidy im lang. Bong

<Ax! Lai vurot [én trudc tau san bay di. Rang nuwong theo huwong di chuyen clia né va dap xuong.
Né&u tui minh nhay khoi ddy ma con song, thi ca bon sé leo 1én tau khi nd lai gan >
<C6 18 tui minh bat dau hoan hinh mot hai gidy triéc khi va cham,> Cassie noi. <Chting ta sé
lam duorc...> . )
<Hodc khong lam dwoc,> Marco néi giong nghiém nghi. <Oi, téi chang dam ndi la sé rat vui
dau...>
Chang con cach nao khac.
T6ibo qua nhing 101 ban tan ctia cac ban va day may bay téi toc do toi da. Toi cd tap trung dé
vwot qua tau san bay va rang bay truéc hai chiéc truy dubi, ldc nay da tirng chap xuat hién tré
lai. Toi budc phai thuc hién mot viéc heu linh v6 cung.
Rachel va tdi - ché theo Hoang tir ]ake va cac ban khac dang trong 16t bo chét - khong chi don
gian 1a thoat ra khoi may bay, ma con khong dwoc dé bi thay hay bi bit duéi dang Nguoi. Lot
hinh bién hai phi cong thudc Khong Luc An Ninh Quéc Gia ctia toi va Rachel da bi 19 roi..
Chung t6i budc phai ha xubng cung voi may bay. Nhung lam thé nao dé “tha” n6 xudng, véi tat
ca phi hanh doan va hanh khach van con séng o bén trong?
Mot cti chic miii sé giét tit ca ‘ngay lap tic.
Thoi duoc. Phai dam bung xuong vay. De c6 dugc hiéu qua tot nhat, toi cin phai kh6ng ché va
dleu khién qua trinh may bay rét. Suc can cua khong khi sé ca vao, xé rach may bay ra tirng
mang, nhung Rachel va t6i, cung cac ban khac, van co thé cé co h01 sOng sot.
Khl da bay phia trudc tau san bayduwoc vai dam toi bat dau ha téc do.

“Ax, sao b0 lai gidm téc do?!” Rachel het lén.

“Néu may bay dung nwoc o toc do cao, chiing ta sé chét trong vong vai gidy. Néu n6 dung véi
dong co da duoc diéu chinh thi...

“C4 dam tui minh cling sé chét trong vong vai gidy chir gi!” Rachel hot ngang.
T6i chuan bi tw thé. Cl va cham sé& dir doi lam day.
Téila day to cua nhdn dan...
Tiéng on... kKinh khiép...
Téi la ddy to ctia hoang tir ctia toi...
Varoi..
Téi la day to cua danh dw...
Chung toi lao xuong' Nhu'ng bot khi v& 0a ngay tirc khac. Vun may bay ' gdy vang tir tung. Nudc
bién lanh ngat 0 16 rd vao budng lai, khién tdi va Rachel wét nhem. T4t ca cac thit, ngoai trir
noi so khiép via, déu nhoa di.
Tuyét vong, tdi ¢ hoan hinh trong by dd bay gi¢ da tré nén vé dung.

'"



Trongcon hoang loan, v&i strc nwde va dung dung vao nguoi, trong khi nhirng ngon tay lanh
ngat rang cir dong, tu thao minh ra khéi dai an toan va day du, nhirng thir da ctru s6ng toi..
Toi bat dau ngdp tho'!
Andalite khong wa khong gian tu ting. Ca con Nguwoi cling khong thich khi ma sw chat chdi co6
thé giét ho.
Phai chi cai dudi t6i hién ra truwdc... Néu c6 lwdi dao dudi toi sé tw gidi thoat minh ra khoi bd
trang phuc ngot ngat nay
T6i quay dap. Hop hop khong khi. Nu6t chirng nuwé'c mudi. Qua cham. Téi bat dadu hoan hinh
gitra bién khoi lanh bang, toi sim..
Oap'Oap'
Xong! T6i da tw do - da la nguoi Andallter01
T6i vung vay ngoi 1én madt nuorc, cuéng cuong tim ki€m ban be trong m¢ manh v& may bay. Cac
ban 4y hoi ndy van con bam trén co thé ti va Rachel. Gio ho & dau roi?!
K1a kia! Rachel dang trén da tré thanh mong bién, canh tay van la tay Nguoi vay vay. Tobias
sap tré lai dang digu hau.
<Hoang tir Jake!> 0, ban 4y chi & cach toi c6 vai mét..

“Ax, b6 lam gidi l4m. Minh thay Marco ro6i.”

“Ax ngo6! B6 da thwc hién mot vu dap may bay tuyét nhit thé ky!”

“Jake, minh dang ¢ ben trai bo né.” Cassie danh tleng
Tat ca ching t6i con song Lai thém mot sw kién qua may man.

“Bién thanh mong bién nao!” Hoangtw ]ake ho. “Mau 1én, trwdc khi c6 ngudi trén bo thay
chiing ta qua 6ng nhom. Sau d6... thang tién t&i tau san bay'"
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<Chao! Khong 16 that,> Cassie tram tro. <N6 bw ghé... bw nhu khong thé ton tai dwoc.>
<N6 thudc cap Nimitz - loai tau chién 1én nhat thé giéi do cong ty dong tau Newport News &
bang Virginia san xuit...>
<Anh Jake?> Rachel nghiéng cai dau mong bién, lau bau. <Anh c6 dang ngi mé khong vay?>
S&u con mong bién dap xudng gan cay cot radar 16i ra tir “hon ddo” USS George Washington.
Bén dudi chung toi, trén boong tau, gan ba mwoi may bay dang dau riéng 18 hodc dwoc gidng
néo lai voi nhau.
Marco sa téi tn Rachel. Ban 4 ay lién  bay x0 di.
<Rachel! Dung c6 lam mot nang mong bién ban git nhw thé chu. Hong dep chut nao. Tat ca
nhiing thong tin bi mat veé tau san bay, hay phi co chién dau, ma tén Jake kia x6 ra déu 1a nhitng
diéu c6 thé ctiru mang tui minh day.>
<Marco noi dung,> toi nhat tri. <Hoang tt Jake, ban c6 thé nhé thém diéu gi nita vé tau san bay
nay khong?>
<Um... thé nay nha, doi Nimitz dau tién duoc trién khai vao nam 1975...>
Néu Marco dang & dang nguoi thi thé ndo ban iy cling nhudng may 1én choc Rachel cho coi.
T6i cling ranh cach biéu 16 ctia con ngwdi 13m doé. Ho rat hay st dung cac dong tac dé dién dat
cam xuc..
<Chidu xai xap xi ba mwoi lam kilomét. Chiéu rong c& hon bay kilomét rudi. Khu virc may bay,
trén boong chinh... trm... rong gan nam héc-ta.>
<Ui tro, ban hién,> Marco khuyén khich. <Con gi nira khong?>
<Toc do 13 hon ba muoi hai Iy - ddu vao khoang ba mwoi bon ddm rudi mot gio.>
<Con c6 thém nhiéu may bay & ting dwéi nita kia,> Marco chi ra. <O’ phan boong nha chira may
bay i.>
<Loai gl vay?>
<Nhin xudng kia. Pt loai. Tuy thudcvao muc dich chiéc USS George Washington ¢ day de lam
gl. P& minh doan coi. Chic chin cé vai chiéc Ong Bap Cay F/A-18C, roi Tho San EA-6B, ca Bao
Pen F- 14D nita. C6bén dan phéng may bay va bon thang may cho may bay 1én xudng.>
<Con nhan sy?> Tobias hoi.
<Tong cong tat ca khoang chirng tir ndm t6i sdu ngan. Nhung ngay nay hiém khi dong t&i mirc
do. Thwong thi co cat giam.>
<Cai gi lam cho no di dwgc?> Rachel hoi.
R6 rang moi quan tam cua ban dy da bi cham noc. Tat ca nhirng gi to 16n, do6 s, cé strc tan pha
déu 16i cuén sw chu y ycua Rachel.
<Hai khoangphan Ung hat nhan. Bon dong co chinh. Nhing tua- bin gai s6 bang hoi nwéc. Bon
cau thang. Bon chan vit. C6 nhiéu thit nita anh khong biét.>
<Aha>
<Con sy trang bi vii khi?>
<Noéi chung, day la hé thong tén ltra Chim Sé Bién ctia NATO. Gom hai bé phong, moi bé phong
dwoc tam hda tién mot liic. Minh nghi chiéc USS George Washingtonc6 bén hé thong Vii Khi
Ngam Bén Trong.>
<0,> Cassie thot 1én.
<Muc dich chinh ctia cac tau sidn bay phan 16n 1a nham tao ra cai goi l1a “bo mat tién”. D4 1a
phan rat quan trong trong toan bo birc tranh, dula ¢ thoi binh hay thoi chién.>
<blng vdy,> Tobias tan thanh.
T6i nghi la thong tin nay khong gay an twong cho Cassie nhw la doi véi nhitng nguoi con lai
chung toi.
<Nhirng Nguoi trén tau mdc cac loai dong phuc khac nhau,> t6i nhan xét.
<Phai r6i,> Tobias giai thich. <Ho bao gom hai quan, khong quan va linh tau ngam.>
<Thé, nhwng loai 40 khodcmau s3c khac nhau la sao?> Rachel thic mic. <Mau dé khong dén



noi nao.>

Hoang tir Jake nghiéng ngwoi tranh mot con gid. <b6 la nhan su trén boong chinh. Mau sdc
khac nhau biéu hién nhitng vai tro nhiém vu khac nhau. Ao khoéc dé dwoc goi 1a 4o phao, mic
cung voi ao thun c6 chui bén trong. Minh chdc chin nhitng ngwdi mic 4o do 1a doi truc vét, ctru
ho va thao g&r bom min.>

<Hen chi ma Rachel thich mau d4,> Marco méo mé.

<Vay nhiing nguoi mdc ao vang va xanh la cdy thi sao?> Toi hoi.

<Minh héng ranh lAm...> Hoang tir Jake thi nhan. <Khong | biét chuyén nay sé ra sao, nhung
chac chan mot diéu la tat ca tui minh phai het strc canh giac. Hay m& to mat va cang tai ra. Tau
san bay 1a cd mot xa hoi c6 td chitc cao. Bat cir ai di lac hay sai vi tri déu cé thé bi truy t6.
Khéng co6 thuy tht nao 1éo hanh t&i phong riéng ciia phi cong, khong binh nhi ndo dwoc phép
c6 mat ¢ tru s¢ chi huy.>

<biéu d6 c6 nghia 1a néu ching ta 1a ngwoi thi phai thwe hién nhuan nhuyén phan viéc ctia
minh.>

<bung. Khong dugc lo ra. Khong dwgrc thinh thodng linh vao can- tin, Ax ngd a.>Marco lén
giong nhac nhd.

<Khong hé chi,> toi kho nhoc dap.

<Va phai gan bo phoi hop véi nhitng nguoi mac dong phuc giong minh,> Hoang tu Jake tiép.
<Né&u bd bién hinh thanh anh chang doinén bao hiém trum kin mit, vay tot nhat bo phai di
kem nhirng nguwoi ¢ khu viec may bay.>

<Nhung néu c6 thé, c dlrng bién hlnh Nguwdi,> Cassie xam xi.

<U,> Hoang tw ]ake dong y.

<Con mot diéu nita can ghi nhé,> t6i néu rd. <Khéng Lyc An Ninh Quoc Gia da biét tin mot
chiéc may bay phan lyc cta ho vira roi vao pham vi quan sat cua tau san bay. Ho sé phai luc
luong . diéu tra t&i hién trwong. Ngoai ra chac chin trén tau san bay da c6 bon Yeerk tra tron
vao, va ching sé tang cwong hon nita nhitrng bién phap an ninh.>

<Y bd noi rang, day la nhiém vy kho khan nguy hiém nhat tir trwdc téi nay chir gi?> Marco héi.
A day 1a lai mot cau hoi tu tir nira..

Du sao t0i ciing tra 1o ban ay. <Dung, toi nghi vay.>
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<Jake, chic chan c6 cai gi d6 dang dién ra .> Marco huwdng sw chd y ciia ching t6i téi khoanh
boong chinh.
bungla c6 chuyén roi..
<Cr nhw chung dang chusn bi 1am 1€ ki niém gi d6,> Cassie nhan dinh. <RAt nhiéu thiy thi mic
dong phuc trang. Nhin rat1a nghiém trang, lich duyet >
<Co théla dang dot thanh tra chang?> Hoang tr Jake tu hoi. <0 khoéng. Nhin kia, chiing dang
chuin bi cho may bay dap xudng. Ai d6 sap toi tau san bay.>
<Tui dodan tén hin dong nghia voi su rdy ra,> Marco la 1én hiu at tiéng PHACH PHACH PHACH
cuia chiéc truc thang van tai dang toi.
<Mot thir gan lién véi Chién dich 9466?> Tobias thic mac
Chudng t6i nhin trangtrang vao dam thuy thu thao viéc cua chiéc USS George Washington. Ho
nhip nhang ph01 hop giup chiéc truc thang dap xuéng.
Lat sau, vai st quan hai quan tur truc thang hién ra. Theo loi Hoang ti ]ake thi mot trong s6 ho
1ado déc - vi chi huy cao nhit cta tau sin bay— ma goi theo Marco la mleng ph6é mat 1én”.
Va roi, téi thay trong doan thap tung do doc c6 mot - nguoi ma néu nhw moi sy binh thuong,
han sé khong dwoc phép c6 mat ¢ day. H&n ciing mic dong phuc hai quan nhw nhitng dong
nghiép cia minh. Nhung toi nhan ra hin lién.
<Hoang tir Jake.>
<Minh thiy han roi, Ax. Lao Chapman.>
<Bo ding do Marco. D6 1a cai tén gay phlen toai nhit.>
Chung to6i chdm chd nhin vi do6 doc, co trwedng va doan tuy tung di xudng boong bén dwdi.
L3o Chapman cling di cung voi ho.
<Nao,>Hoang ti ]ake ho. <Chting ta xuéng duwéi mau. Theo minh!>
<Ui da, tui ui ui..
<Marco. Lam on lam phudc ngdm miéng lai di,> Rachel quat r01 bay theo Hoang tur Jake.
<Tobias, b6 ma mé ndi ba chan do6 chic chdn bd 1a 6 6ng thanh réi.> Marco i 6i.
<Thoi th01 bo qua di ma,> Hoang ti Jake nhic nhd. <Nao may b0, hdy lam nhu mong bién nha.
Quay vong, san xudng, lchrn Roi [an lwot theo minh chui véo v 6ng thong khi. M& to méat ra
nha.>
<0. M6t phi vu hap dan qua ha.> Tobias phan nan.
T6i bay theo cac ban. Gi6 1am ching t6i kho nhao 16n hay luot dung kiéu mong bién. Nhung
nhitng nguwoi dan 6ng va phu nit trén tau san bay dang ban biu v&i nhirng viéc quan trong khac,
chang hoi dau lwu tam té1 dam mong t bién dang la oe 0e, va nga nghiéng bat di vi gi6 bién.
Vivay ting dira moét, chung toi lao xudng, xuyén qua cau trrot va téi ngay boong bén dwéi -
dwong hAm hay con goilaboong 03.
Khi da ¢ trong long tau san bay, khong con ¢ ngoai troi 16ng 16ng nira, siu con mong bién tui
toi gdy nao loan lien.
“Can than nha! C6 tui chim dién!”
Mot thily thi nghiéng chii dau xuéng va gio canh tay 1én chong do.
<Pi theo minh nao!> Hoang tir Jake ra l1énh. <Chting ta phai trén khéi ho va hoan hinh théi!>
Cudc dudi batlap tirc dién ra!
Vut!
Canh trai t6i quét manh vao thanh hanh lang hep ti va mai tran thip.
<Da qua!> Rachel hu'ng chi la.
<Ura, bo 1a mdt con mong bién khuing hét biét. Coi chirng rét va bi chién gion dé,> Marco léo
nhéo.
vat! B
T6i rang vay canh dé 1én cao. Khéng cé khong khi twoi mat. Khong c6 luong khi néng, khong cé
thang nang. Dang 1én cao that la kho6 nhoc...



Lai xudng nira! Xuong mot ddy hang cau thang ddc dén do  khong khac gl cai thang dung ding.
Khong cach chi bay dau di truée duorc. Vay 1a quay ban chan xudng trudc, téi doi canh run ray
giit cho than & trén cao dirng roi nhao xudng dat...
<QOal>
To6i diéu chinh sai khodng cach gitra co thé véi san nha dang dang lén vun vut. T6i c6 rang dudi
chan ra, hdu giit thang bang & trén khong. Coi bd ¢6 gang cda toi la vo ich...
<Xuong t1ep'> Hoang tr Jake ra 1énh.
Chung t6i da xudng dén boong thtt ba, cgn hai boong nita 1a t&i khoang chtra may bay chinh.
Trdi, c6 rat nhiéu thiy thu  dang tda ral O dang sau, tir trén | boong, tir di moi huong, truot
xubng cac dan thang, lao vé phia chung toi. Coi bao dong rucam !
<Nhanh 1én, phai chay khéi ching trwdc khi tui minh lam diéu r6 dai nao dé, nhw la dam vao
may diéu hoa nhiét do chang han!> Marco kéu toang lén.
<Hoaciral>
<Vao day.>
Mot canh ctra mé& toang trwdrc mat toi! Co 18 dap xudng va hoan hinh dwoc diy.

“Péng ctra! Nhot chiing lai mau!”
<Ra! Ra gip!>
R0 rang buu dién cta tau san bay khong phai la chd an toan cho mong bién.
<Jake o1, minh bi quét roi!>
Chuing toi quynh quiu dap canh qua nhirng may phat dién dung trong truong hop khan cip.
Qua day dién thoai vé tinh nhan tao. Rui thay, c6 mot s6 nguwdi dang st dung dién thoai. Vai
nguoi la ba1 bai. Cudi cung...
<Khu giat ui. V6 d6 mau!>
Vung vé, sau con mong bién tui tdi lao vao khu giat giii cia tau san bay. Noi nay rong ménh
mong, nong hoi va day hoi nwoc.
Trw ‘nhiing thily thu dang ti man dwa hang déng quan 4o ban vao chudi may giit khdng 16, con
thi & cudi phong trong tron.
Hoang tir Jake khong can phai ra 1énh cho chiing t6i lam gi.
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Chung t6i hoan hinh dang sau nhitng may giat cong nghiép. Va roi...

Phap!
Vién thuy thu ¢ bén 0 may giat khong bao gio biét cai gi phang minh. Nhe nhang, Marco dat
anh ta ndm ngay ngan trén san, duwéi gam chiéc ban dai, va nhét mot tdim mén gap duéi dau
anh ta.
T6i quyét dinh bién hinh thanh vién phi cong. Mot hinh thé nam | gidi truong thanh la 16t hinh
bién thuan tién cho muc dich cda toi. Va kién thitc vé ki thuat clia riéng toi cling gitp nhiéu
13m.
Cac ban Animorphs sé chui hét vao tai quin téi trong 16t gidn. Sau khi td6i mwon mot bd do,
phong giat cling chang voi di chut nao.

“A, cudc doi huy hoang ctia ngudi linh,” Marco vira bién hinh vira ngdm nga, mat khong roi
canh ctra.
<Khong té hon cudc song cia nhirng thuy thu ¢ trén boong tau san bay nay.> Tobias noi.
<Nhirng nguoi ¢ trén boong chinh c6 bon phan vo cung nguy hiém, va vi thé ho dwoc trd lwong
h4u hinh vao bic nhit trong s6 nhitng nguoi lam viéc ngoai khoi.>
<0, tui ciing dinh néi vay do,> Marco gitr da ¢ trong 16t gian nhan manh. <Thé bd duoc cai gi
khi lleu mang minh? Chang gi ca.>
<Thé con sw hai long vi da bao vé tw do cua loai nguoi thi sao?> Cassie hoi.
<U'm, c6 chit chit...>
So v6i nhirng nguoi Andalite khac, toi da tré thanh chuyén gia vé viéc mac quan 4o (da nhan
tao) cua loai ngwoi - mdc du t6i van chua hiéu va khong thich chung cho lam...
bé cac ban vao tdi xong xubi, tdi dang cin thin mé ctva va budc tré ra hanh lang hep.
<Ax, b6 di tim ldo Chapman di.>
<buorc, thwa Hoang tir.>
Theo Hoang tw Jake, nguon nhan lyc cua tau san bay c6 thé 1én tdi sau ngan nguoi. biéu nay
khién sw xuat hién cua toi it c6 nguy co bi phat hién - mién la t6i dung lam gi gay chu y.
Tuy nhién, do klch thwérc khdng 16 cdia tau san bay cdng véi sw ngd ngang, khong ranh duong
di nwéc ercrc cda toi, that kh6 ma tim dwoc ldo Chapman trwédc khi ké hoach quy quai cia bon
Yeerk dién ra.
T6i budc tirng budc thong tha.
Tau san bay qua la mot noi khién to6i that sw bdi roi. N6 c6 nhirng 16i di hep va dai, 1at gach xam
y hét nhau. Va vé mat nao do, chung rat nguy hiém. Doc theo nhirng 16i di, tai nhu'ng khoang
nghl ludn cé nhwng ngudng cua bang thép Xay cao lén.
Hoang tw ‘Jake bao toi rang ching duoc goi la "Khoen dau g01 Néu toi bwére di khéng cin thin
ma vap vao ching, nguy co bi phat hlen va bi bat cla tbi sé rat cao.
Cho dén lic nay tbi van c6 thé tw hao rang minh chua truot nga lan nao.
Con mot diéu la ntra. Hiu hét cac khu vuc trén tau san bay déu nhan anh sang bat tw nhién. Biu
troi va bién dlro'ng nhu & tan dau tin dau, cach xa lam. DG6i véi nguoi Andalite thi kleu thlet ké
clia ciu tric nay khong thé chap nhan dwoc nhit 1a doi véi tau thuyén ma ngudi ta séng & do
mot thoi gian dai.
T6i buéc di, chéc chéc lai tranh sang bén cho nhirng nhan vat cip cao di qua, rdng nhdng tai
1én hau nghe thing nhitng mau dam thoai bap bom cua ho.
Va roi... Bingo- theo cach noi ciia Marco - toi da nghe duoc vai diéu quan trong.

“Do d6c Carrington... khoang chira may bay...
<Hoang tur Jake? T6i can tim khoang chira may bay.>
Theo sw chi din bang giong truyén ctia Hoang tt Jake, toi tim dudng trd lai khoang chira may
bay khong 16,
Téi noi, toi lang lang nhdp vao dam dong nhitng sT quan dang tu tap quanh mot chiéc phan luc,
cb khong gay sw chu y. Hy vong nhitng ngwoi trén chiéc tau san bay USS George Washmgtonnay



twong toi thuodc don viho tong bo doc Carrington, con doi can vé cua ong ta lai nghi toi la cap
duwdi truec tiép cda co tredng nao dé & tau san bay.

T6i nhan ra ldo Chapman dang ¢ bén canh vi d6 déc. Hirm, ga dau linh ctia nhém Chia Sé nay
sao & dau cling c6 matlao tho tdi vay kia.

T01 nhich dan téi bén canh d6 déc.

“Co trwong Plummer, sao ching ta khong téi phong cua toi. C6 mot s6 van dé toi muon ban
thao vé&i 6ng va si quan cao cap ctia 6ng.” Vi d6 ddc noi va nhin ldo Chapman mim cudi roi
quay lai phia co truong.

“To61 cung doan tuy tung cua minh c6 doi diéu dac biét mudn cliing chia sé véi 6ng. Ong biét
day cudc sOng & gitra bién ma&i té nhat lam sao.”

“Tru nhu'ng Iuc lwong khong quan dap phan lwc xudng san trudéec cira toi.”

Cé tiéng cuoi lich sw dap lai.
T6i thong bao cho Hoang tr Jake diém dén méi cia ching toi.
Marco cuoi. <Tui ddm ca la Co treéng Plummer dang twédng twong ra canh cung ly whisky véi
ngai do déc.>
Top sT quan van dan chi con lai chtrng mwoi nguoi.
Can than, toi theo ho tré lai boong 03, hay con goi 1a boong huyét mach - t&i chd Hoang tir Jake
goila “khu chép bu” hodc “tru sé chi huy
Cac si quan dirng lai bén ngoai mot canh ctra. T6i ngan ngtr. Khong cach chilot vao dé ma
khong bi nhin thay hay bi bat
<Hoang tu Jake, chung ta can & bén trong nhung...>
<Tam lay hai dira minh va nhét vao tii quan co trwong mau di, Ax. Hay lai gan 6ng. Ai vao bén
trong phai gitr lién lac voi Ax va nhitng dira bén ngoai.>
T6i sang qua bén, than trong lay ra hai ngwoi ban cia minh va bo tot vao tii quin Co truedng
Plummer Ong quay lai, trung mat gian dt.
“Xin 10i ngai.” To6i 1€ phep noi. “T6i bi trwot chan.”
Doan t6i quay qua lui khoi hanh lang.
Khi chic chan co tru'o'ng da vao phong b6 déc Carrington, toi quanh trd lai hanh lang 1at gach
xanh da troi bay git vang tanh. T6i ron rén bwéc téi gan canh ctra va ling nghe...
<Ax,> Hoang twr Jake bao tin. <Rachel va minh dé vao trong.>
Glac quan gian rat yeu yeu hon cac giac quan ctia loai ngwoi nhiéu. Nhung véi kinh nghiém
cia minh, chung téi biét tan dung nhirng gi gian c6 mot cach tot nhat.
<R0i, minh nghe... hinh nhu tiéng rét nuéc. Chic 1a nhitng ngudi trong phong dang mé hop hay
mot cai gl do. Mot vat kha lom.>
<bo déc Carrlngton khong cam gi ca,> toi dap bang giong truyen
<Co6 1€ linh hau cia b6 déc Carrlngton dang khiéng mot vat xuong...>
Im lang. Sau do...
<Ky that,> Rachel non nong <Minh roi tri qua, nhirng giong néi cao vut, nhanh dén dap. Nhirng
hinh bong chuyén dong...>
<Ax ngo! Chuing ta phai hanh dong thoi. b6 doc Carringon la vt chi cta Yeerk.>
<Hoang ti Jake! Mon qua do!>
<0, ding roi.>
<Mot viing Yeerk xach tay.>
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<Ax, ching ta phai chay ra hoan hinh va khoi mao tran chién truwéc khi Co truéng Plummer

bi Yeerk chui vao dau!>
<Tb6inén...>
<Chung ta mat co truong roi!> Rachel la ran <Nhuwng, 0i troi, em nghi chung dang lam...>
Nguy cap roi. T6i voi 16i Marco, Tobias va Cassie ra khoi tii va dat cac ban ay 1én twong.
<Hoan hinh! Ngay!>
Trwéc tAm nhin tron ven ctia bat ci ai budc vao hanh lang, téi bat ddu hoan hinh. Trong vong
vai gidy, hanh lang da hep lai cang chat chét hon. Hinh hai nhitng con Nguwoi, Andaliteva diéu
hau dinh chim nhum vao nhau.
“Caigi..”
Hai thay thu tir ddu ua v6, lién swng lai cach chiing t6i vai mét, dom thao ldo. Miéng ho ngoac
banh ra, lwng dwa tit vao tuwong.

“O tuyét.”
Cassie, v&i vé uyén chuyén cia mot chuyén gia bién hinh, dang dan thanh séi trwéc ca khi toi
hoan hinh xong.

“Xin cac anh vui long dirng hoang so¢'...” Vira n6i téi do thi cai miéng Nguoi cia ban iy bién
mat

“Mong cac huynh thir 16i,” Marco bao hai ngwdi linh thiy. “C6 ban cua t6i chi mudn thong bao
rang Co truwéng Plummer ctia cic huynh dang gip ric rdi. Ching t6i khong thé xoay sé..
Hai thuy thu u té chay khoi hanh lang.
Xoet! Xoet!
Luoi dao dudi cua toi xé durt 6 khoa thép. Chu khi dot - Marco lién qudng ca than minh tong
clra.
Chung toi da vao trong.
Tt mot tu chim ti xiu o trén budc twong déi dién... Mot con cop vung Si-béri phong vu ra!
Trong 4nh nhap nhoang cta chiéc td, toi thoang thay Rachel dang c6 hoan tat 16t gau xam,
“Andalite!” lao Chapman hét um, quay qua b6 doc Carrington. “Visser Hali, nam xudng!”
Nhu'ng ga do doc khonglam theo. Thay vao d6 hin gio hai canh tay lén.

“Khéng Andalitenao co thé pha hong nhiém vu huy hoang cia Visser Mot vi dai va nguoi day
t& trung thanh ctia ngai!” han thét.
<Mi nghi vay ha?>
<Tob1as can than!>

Tseeeger"’
Mot thdng tay sai ctia D6 doc Carrington d6 xudng san, dm ldy mat, mau tudn lénh lang qua cac
k& ngon tay.
T1ep theo dé 1a swhon don.
Doang' Poang! Poang!
Tam tén trong trang phuc hai quan la tui mwon xac. Hai sT quan khac nam bAat tinh vat qua
chiéc truong ky. Dam tuy tung clia d6 d6c rd rang da bi dau doc.
Co trwong Plummer bi vat bo 1€ bo cang trén cai ban c6 Vung Yeerk x4ch tay. Qua tré dé cttu
ong iy, nhung... tdi dang hai tay tém lay thanh viing va .
Toet!
To6i lat tp no ludn! Chat1éng lan bi bop trén ban, chay xudng san nha. Va trong dong nwéc sén
sét ay, co hai con sén Yeerk ngo ngoe.
<Ax, rang 16i tran chién ra ngoai hanh lang di!> Hoang ttr Jake ra lénh bang giong truyén riéng.
<0 trong day chung ta sé bi tan sat hét!>
T6i phong ao qua vi co truvng dang thé hao hén, tudn ra hanh lang. Nhin lai toi thay Hoang tir
Jake, véi vét dan bin trén lung, dang ngoam quai ham quanh c6 tay mot tén muon xac, lang
khau sting vang di, giat ngad tén Nguwoi xuéng dat.



Toi thay Rachel nang hai tén Muon xac — Nguoi mdc do hai quan nhw cam bup bé vai, thay
Marco né vién dan lé ra da ban thung mat minh roi chom 1én tén ban sting va vat n6 xudng.
Co 1€ chung toi chi... cttu dwoc vai ngudi linh duédi quyen Co trwong Plummer.
Can phai cach ly b6 déc Carrington - Visser Hai ra. Phai bit hin Iam con tin va di khéi truwéc
khi han goi chi vién. B
Thinh linh, tran vao hanh lang ddng sau t6i... 1a nhitng linh hai quan va taungdm - ho van con
tu do va déu cé vii khi cam tay.

“Tién 1én!”
“Cai khi gi thé?”
Ho t&i dé giai ciru do doc va co tru’crng cia minh. Téi dé glet nhitng con thu dién va nguoi
ngoai hanh tinh 16ng xanh da troi dang de doa mang song cua ho.
That khong thé thé dwoc. Ching tdi chang thé tw vé - khong thé bao vé minh khéi nhitng nguoi
linh dang lam bé&n phan.
“Aaaahhh!”
Cassie tom ldy mat caldao Chapman va 16i vao hanh lang.
<Hoang tur Jake, quan | tlep vién téi. Ho khong phai bon muon xac. Chiing ta sé bi tiéu diét!>
Hoang tir Jake chom lén tén muwon xac, ga can vé dén gitr van lam tron nhiém vu véi vi d déc
dang noi khung.
<Nao, moi nguoi, hdy ra khoéi day. Mau!>
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T6i chay cong dudi nham bt khoi nhirng thiy thi. Cassie chay theo sat got.

<Vao day!> toi hét.
Nhitng ngon tay Andallteyeu xlu ctia toi tom ldy nam dam ctra va day. Ca bon ching tdi cung
x6ng vao trong. Toi nhoai mong guoc sau ra dong ap ctra lai.
bay la mot van phong, c6 ban lam viéc, may vi tinh va nhitng td dwng ho so. Mot nguwdi dan dng
ngoi trén ban phim.
Tuyét. La ai cling duoc. Can phai bién hinh. Can phai tré thanh Joseph Feliti.
“Al... cai gi thé?”
Phap!
<Anh ta khong sao cht?>
<Hurm, Cassie oi,> toi tho dai. <Chi xju thoi ma.>
That nhanh Cassie hoan hinh va giup toi 16t quan o cua nguoi linh. Cassie languoi c6 tin
nguwéng manh mé. Ban a 4y thwong san sang giup dé cho cong viéc mau man.
Xong, toi bién hinh thanh anh phi céng. Trong khi tdi loay hoay midc bd do ctia anh binh nhi thi
Cassie tré thanh gian.
<Chung ta lam gi bay gio Ax? bi dau ha?>
T6i ngam nght. Chot mot y loe 1én. Hay téi Trung tam Thong tin Chién tran. Hoang ti Jake da
dé cip tdi no, bao chung toi nd & cung boong véi phong riéng ctia P6 doc Carrington.
b6 la trung tam diéu hanh va kiém soat hoat dong cda tat ca cacluc luong chién dau -
khongquan, hai quan va tau ngam clia tau san bay. Cho du 1at nira c6 bién c6 gi xay ra, chic
chan sé xay ra ¢ do. Sé khong con lau nira dau.
<To6i cO moty nay > t6i bao Cassie.
Sau khi cham séc anh binh nhi bang may soi biang dai va chiéc khin tay bit miéng, t6i budc ra
ngoai hanh lang.
Cha, binh ldng qua do6i. Xem ra bon Yeerk da van hoi trat tw, tra lai cho noi nay cai vé trang
nghlem cta no.
Tai cac quang nghi doc theo hanh lang, co nhiéu linh gic trong tw thé canh giac cao d6. Ho mac
d6 hai quan nhung rd rang khong phai 1a Yeerk
Khl di qua hai binh nhi, t6i dong tai nghe ho ru ri.

“Bob bao da trong thay mot con cop. Con LaVerle thi néi c6 ta da thay mot con nai long xanh
rat ky qudc. Gio ho dang duwoc tham van. T6i ching hiéu cai quai quy gi xay ra ¢ day....
Con toi thi ngay 1ap tirc biét lién diéu gi dang dién ra. Chic chin Yeerk dang bién nhwng nhan
chirng xui xeo thanh bi-muwon-xac.
T6i van cadm cui tim dich dén, noi ndo dé & boong nay.
Sau muoi phut di hung ding, t6i thay né. Ctra dong im im, v&i hai linh taungdm ding canh. Néu
khong c6 thé thong hanh t6i ding hong di vao.
Chot ctra xich mo! Mot dai iy hai quan buéc ra hanh lang. Al Glay thong hanh cta t6i day roi.
<Cassie, t6i chudn bj mai phuc nita,> tdi bdo cho con gian trong tii minh biét.
<Ctrlam didu bd thay can thiét.>
T6i theo vién dai Gy xudi hanh lang té1 mot phong tam nho xfu ro6i danh ngit anh ta tir phia
sau. T6i dong ctra lai hoan hinh, roi hap thu va bién thanh anh ta.
T6i mdc bo dong phuc ctia dai iy vao, Cassie van an toan trong tai. Toi roi khoi phong tam.
<Chtng ta sap di vao Trung tam Thong tin Chién tran,> t6i truyén giong riéng.
Nhitng ngwoi linh vii trang gat dau, buéc qua mot ben nhwong 16i cho toi vao.
Bén trong c6 b6 doc Carrington - Visser Hai. Coi moi han chang hé han gi sau cudc giao tranh
nho nhé héi nay. Co truong Plummer, gio da bi muwon xac, c6 1€ dang dau tranh dit doi véi con
sén trong diu. Va & trong goc phong, dang dom l4o lién... 1 130 Chapman.
b6 dbc va co trwedng dang dirng tred'c mot man hinh radar cham chu theo doi nhitng chAm
sang.



“Thua ngai, dot nhién xudt hién tén lra taudoi-tau cda Trung Québc. Di chuyén nhanh... cho
ch1’1t giong anh ky thuat vién nhat di.

“Con gi nra?” Co truong Plummer nat.

“Thua ngal lai mé6t tén Itra nira, cling tir nguén xudt phat twong tw. Tau ngdm Trung Quoc... toi
nghi vay...”
Tai sao giong anh ky thudt vién c6 ve lung ting thé? Hinh nhw anh khéng tin diéu minh trong
thay? Viéc gi xay ra vay? T6i c6 thé 1am gi dé ngan can no day...
Ba phut. Chi ba phut théi 1a tin nay sé& dwoc cong bd trén ving khong gian zero. R6i sé c6 mot
sy kién quan trong xay ra.Giai dogn Mgt cua Chién dich 9466.
Nhung cu thé la gi..
<(Cassie, Trung Quoc la ai?>
T noi ndp trong tdi 4o so mi cta toi, ban ay tra loi. <Trung Quéc a? B 1a mot qudc gia, mot
dan toc.>
<Ho c6 phai la ké thu cua nwéc My 7>
<Khéng phai dau Ax. C6 gi vay? Nwdc My hién khong con c6 ke thu sau sic nita.>
<U'm,> toi n6i <Sap stra c6 roi.>
BUM!
Luwc né quang toi nga chong vo.

<Ax! Chuyén gi vay?> Cassie la that thanh.
T6i voi dirng day, c6 dua vao mot ban phim lon.
<Chtng ta bi ban.>
Xung quanh tdi... Moi dién bién xay ra qua nhanh. Tat ca moi ngu’m tranh nhau néi mot luc!

Boong chinh, chuén bi c4t canh. Dan phéng s6 mot va sé hai...” “... Chi huy cac don vi khong
quan 5

“Thuwa, da san sang ph(’)ng o

Dal quan sat bao cao..

.. ACDS cho thay...”

“B4o c4o thiét hal'"

“Vai bon nhién liéu b6c chay trén boong chinh. Boong thir hai va thir ba thiét hai khong dang
ke Duoi boong thir tw khong c6 dau hiéu bi tan pha.”

“Cac 10 phan trng hat nhan thi sao?”

“Van hoat dong binh thwcrng

“Thuong vong va bi thuong...

“Nhiing bac si ghi 1 nhan c6 ndm trudng hop tir thwong & khoang chira may bay...
<Ax, n6i chuyén véi minh di!>
<Ca551e chiing ta dang chig kién sw dan canh tinh vi. Bon Yeerk vira méi sach dong cudc Pai
Chién Thé Gié1.>
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<Chung ta can phaj lam cai gi d6.>
<T6i e rdng da qua tre...>
<Ax! Rachel! Tt cd moi nguoi!>
<Hoang tir Jake!>
Giong truyen ctia ban a4y nhd nhung hiéu duorc.
<Ax, b6 dang ¢ dau vay'? B 6n chit? Ai dang di cling véi bo?> <Hién toi & Trung tam Thong tin
Chlen tran, c6 co truedng va do

doc & day. Cassie dang & bén canh t6i.>

T6i bao cho Hoang tir Jake nhan dinh ctia minh. Rat c6 kha ndng, chiing t6i dang & thoi diém

khéi phat Thé Chién IIL.
<Ax, minh khong & gan Trung tam Thong tin Chién tran. T4t c3 la tiy bo xtt ly. BO c6 thé thu
phuc d6 ddc hay co trwdng dwoc khong? Sau d6 thu hoi ménh 1énh. Phai goi cac may bay tré
lai...
Lam sao toi cé thé lam dwoc day?!
<T6i khong nghi ra phai 1am cach nao. Khong vi chi huy ndo mudn roi can phong nay, va ho
khong bao gio di mot minh...>
<Lam di, Ax. Minh biét b6 sé& tim ra cach. P& minh rang lién lac véi bon kia roi sé tiép can bo va
Cassie.>
<Hoang tit Jake... > nhung t6i biét ban dy da vut khéi tam nghe.
Tuyét vong hét biét!
C6 bao nhiéu dan 6ng va phu nit ¢ trong can phong diéu hoa nhiét do t6i nay? - Ho mau man
tuan lénh, hdi ha doc nhitng dit liéu trén man hinh, danh gia thiét hai, lién lac véi nhitng tau
trong doi hinh chién dau, nghi Ve gia dinh...
Co bao nhiéu nguoi linh dung cam biét minh bi 16i cudon vao ké hoach ma quy cua nhirng ké
ngoai hanh tinh véi muu d6 thon tinh Trai dat?
bung, toi tuyét vong. Hoang tir Jake da ra ménh lénh truc ti€p. Néu toi khong tim ra cach thuec
hién ménh Iénh do, thi chi trong vai tiéng ngin ngui nita thoi, nwéc My va Trung Qudc sé nd ra
chién tranh hat nhan
Pé 1a sw khéi dau ctia mot két thic vo cung tham khéc.
<Cassie, binh tinh. Sé c6 mot tiéng dong rat lén. Mot phat sing.>
<Ax!>
Bién phap cua t6i that dién ro. Phai chi Marco & day thé nao ban 3 ay cling binh luan nhu vay.
Khuay dong Trung tdm Thong tin Chién tran, tao ra sw hdn loan va tinh trang cing thang tot
cung khap can phong, sé c6 co may thanh cong.
Hai linh thuy danh b6 ding canh bén trong phong sé chu y ngay bat cir ai dirng trong hanh
lang. T6i nham anh linh dirng bén trai canh ctra dong. Bat ngo toi chup ldy canh tay anh ta, giat
lay stng. Toi vdan quay anh ta ra trudc... va ban vao chan b6 doc Carrington.
Chi trang phan mem thoi, nhung né phuc vu cho muc dich cua toi.
T01 ben day nguo1i linh dang chodng vang, gia bd nhuw vat 16n dé giut khau stng cta anh ta.

“Ténlinh nay da ban dé doc!” T6i hét am.
Im lang. T6i cam thay thuong cam cho nguoi dan 6ng bi minh vu oan. Khi ¢ trong 16t hinh bién
Nguoi, that kho ma khong cam nhan noi dau cua Nglro'l khac nhw noi dau cia minh.
Tiép dén, mot quang canh rdi loan chua tirng thay xay ra..
Trong vong hai giay, nguwoi linh vo toi da bi hai linh thay khac x6 vat xudng san. Tién da hang
hai, ho nén anh ta ngat xiu ludn. Cai nay rai cho anh ta nhung ma can thiét cho toi.
T6i thay hai ngudi quan y mic 4o ¢d chui mau trang xoc vao phong, chay dén quy xudng bén
canh do déc.

“Tranh xa tao ra, dd ngu!”



“Thua D6 doc Carrington, ngai nén dé chung t6i bang b6 cho ngai.”
Véi vé diéu luyén va thanh thao nghiép vu chuyén mon, hai bac si thay vi dé6 d6c dang phan doi
kich liét 1én bang ca va khiéng ra khéi phong.
Toi bwée theo chan ho.
Trong tinh cadnh 16n x0n, chang ai hdi tdi di dau va tai sao lai di theo cdc nhin vién y té va bénh
nhan t&i bénh that.

“Thwa d6 d&c, mong ngai yén lang.”
Trong hanh lang chat, vang vé, toi hoan hinh va bé Cassie ra khoéi tdi. Toi bao ban dy tim céc
ban khéc roi téi phong riéng cia do doc. Va roi..
Phap'Phap'
Hai cti nga huych huych. Hai bac sTlan dung ra san. bo d6c Carrington phong xudng gitta hai co
thé nam sap cua ho.
Truwéc khi hin kip ho6 hoan hay tim cach chubn - hay nhan ra c6 gai tré chay lai tir hwéng khac
- toi up tay 1én miéng han va kéo manh vao mot cdn phong nho.

“Andalite,” han rit khi t6i tha tay ra. “Vay ma tao ctr nghi Visser Mot da phong dai qua mirc vé
sw ghé tdm cua ‘bang thao khau Andalite!”
Phap!
T61 nhanhchong thau nap ADN cua han va trdo quan ao..
Gidu co thé bat tinh cta hai nhan vién y té vao tu chim, khéa cira phong lai. T6i quay ve Trung
tam Thong tin Chién tran. Ca co thé Nguoi cua toi tran ngap luong adrenaline. Rang ghim né
xuong toi can phai t6 ra lanh lung va uy quyeén.
T01 mé& ctra. Budrc vao phong

“Co trudng Plummer, hay goi cdc may bay quay tré ve.”

“Po doc Carrington?”
T6i nhiu may, mot bi€u hién thong thwong cia loai ngwdi, ngu y tim quan trong ctia sw viéc va
(hoac) s Khong hai  long.

“T6i bao, hdy goi may bay ve, Cor tru'0'ng Plummer. 6 la ménh 1énh.”

“Thwa ngai, vaoi tat ca su klnh trong...” co trrong cui nhin chd mau khd trén dui toi va quay
sang lao Chapman.’ Ngal cam thay khoe chtt, thua ngai?”

“Goi- May BayLai. Néu mi thich ta sé trao mi cho cap chi huy...” Nhin qua lao Chapman, t6i
quat. “Con mi, ta sé dem trao cho Visser Mot nhu mot ké phan boi.”
Mat lao Chapman bong trang béch, bot bat ra. Lao gat diu véi co trudng.

Vang, thwa dé doc.”

“Ta s€ gap bon mi trong tw thit cha ta,” toi chi thi. “Nam phut nira.”
T4t cd moi thir dd theo dung ké hoach.
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“Thé con...

Co truong Plummer va ldo Chapman c6 ly do chinh dang dé ngac nhién. Bo1i vi khi dén
phong riéng cua Do doc Carrlngton ching khéng chi thay Visser cia chiing ma con thay ca
mot nguwoi Andalite nita .

. Va ca cop, khi dot, gau xam, s6i va ca chd diéu hau dudi dé dang dau hung ho trén ké cao.
SAM!

Clra dong lai va nhot ching bén trong. Rachel con ding chan ctra. Khong c6 duong thoat.
Nguoi duoc quyen noi la t6i. Toi ndi voi Visser Hai,

<Keé hoach ctia mi tiéu ma rdi, Yeerk. {t ra 1a bwéc dau tién da that bai. May bay da duoc goi
vé.>

Visser Hai cuoi khay ‘Gioi lam Andalite. Bon mi 1a d6 ranh ma, quai quy. Nhung chang an
nham gi dau. Goi may bay vé cliing chang ngdn can duoc budc tiep theo cua Chién dich 9466.”
bén luc nay, toi da biét muc tiéu cua tén Visser Hai. Nhung tdi mudn nghe k& hoach kinh khiing
do tir chinh miéng han. Chung toi can chi tiét,

<Hay giai thich di, Yeerk,> t6i hach hai.

Im lang, Visser Hai Van tlep tuc cuoi cot.

<Ax, minh c6 thé méc con sén Yeerk ra khoi ddu han.> Rachel gian dit néi.

<Cam on Rachel. Nhlrng diéu do khong can thiét. >

Han gid do tho dai. “Tao nghi bon mi nén kién nhan doi it sé thiy ké hoach khong ché vao dau
duoc ctia tao boc 16 nhuwr thé nao..

Hin Khuynh vai, wén nguec 1én. That la cdnh twong 10 lang: mot ngwoi dan 6ng giy go lam dang
trong bo do 16t.

<Tu1 minh gip mot thang hé dlen > Marco b1nh luan.

“Si tinh s& dién ra thé nay nay,” ga do ddc tiép.“Bon Nguwoi khong bi Yeerk chui vao diu & trén
tau USS George Washington tin rang minh bi Trung Quoc tan cong. Di nhién do la lao toét. N6
sé tra diia lién, bang cach phai phi doi may bay nem bom té&i cho tau ngam Trung Qudc - con
tau bi quy trach nhiém la thi pham giy han trwéc.”

“Tuyét day chir. La Andalitetui bay di pha hong giai doan d6 cua ké hoach. Néu d6i may bay
phong toi tau ngam tirc thi My bi coi la ké ca khia truwdc. Va duong nhién, chi huy tau Trung
Quéc sé danh tra. Vo hiéu lam khung khiép nay sé dan dén su hiéu Iam tai hai kia.”

Visser Hai ngung lai va cu¢i voi dam lau la. Toi khong thé khong nhan ra su biéu cdm cta
chung c6 vé canh giac.

“Tuy ké hoach hay ho 4y da bi can tré. Nhung trong vong chua toi hai tiéng dong ho nita,”
Visser Hai tlep, cac Yeerk trong chinh pht My van sé€ nhan dwgc ban bao cdo chi tiét vé vu tan
conghen ha cia Trung Qudc Ién tau sin bay USS  George Washmgton Cho du chang cé chuyen
gixayra ¢ day, thi lic do, ho ciing ra Iénh cho mo6t tau ngdm hat nhan cu thé, do Taxxon diéu
Kkhién, phong vi khi hat nhan - theo chun muc Yeerk1a thd so - oanh tac nhwng thanh phé
Trung Quéc da duoc dinh truéc..

“Nguwoi Trung Quoc sé phan rng la1 Chién tranh s€ leo thang va lan rong, Chang bao lau sau,
dan sé loai nguwdi sé giam tham hai. Ca vii khi ctia ho ciing hao hut. Mdt thoi co toan bich cho
Visser Mot hao hung chinh phuc Trai dat!”
<Loi dé nghl cua minh van con gia tri, Ax.>Rachel bao.
<Ax, bdo han thu hbi chiéc tau ngam My.> Hoang tw Jake yéu cau.
<Yeerk > toi gdn giong. <N&u mi tuan theo yéu cau cua tui ta thi mi sé song, bang khong, mi sé
chét ngay tai day. Hay lién lac v&i tau ngam My dang bi Yeerk kiém soat, ra lénh cho ching tir
b6 nhiém vu. Hay bao cho chi huy ctia mi biét ke hoach bj hoan.>
bo chang qua chila nhiing 161 1én gan trong lic cung duong. Viéc gi tén Yeerk ndy phai tuan tha
wéc muon cda ké thu truyén ki€p ciia minh?!



Visser Hai cw¢i hénh héch va ng01 xudng chiéc ghé hep. Han bat chéo hai chan lai, cai dau
ngenh nghénh -ra diéu coc so gl hét.

“Va tiét Io cho Andalitehung cwong tau ngam nao ctia My bi Yeerk kiém soat ha? Kho6 day. Con
khuya, ké thu gan guoc. cuataa. Tao khong so chét. Mi c6 thé glet ta lic nay néu mi thay Vu1
long. DU tao chét hay sdng thi chién dich van chang suy chuyén gl. Piéu tao so la thit bai.”
<Hum, ding day, do dién.>
Mot [an nira Visser Hai lai cuoi hang hac.

“Ké& hoach dang tién trién. Xap xi hai gio nita, tén Itra hat nhan vut khoi tau ngam Pinh Ba cta
Mgy. Lién sau dé, Trung Qudc dap tra. Va bao l4u niva tit ca nhu*ng lyc lwong c6 vii khi hat nhan
sé nhay vao? Nga, Phap, Anh, Ixrael, An Do, Pakistan déu c6 tiém lwc tan pha nhw nhau. Muoi
triéu, a khong, hang tram triéu nguoi s€ ngum cu toi. K& hoach la thé day!”

Visser Hai dirng 1én chao luc llrcrng v0 hinh nao do.

<Minh héng ham nghe han hét véo von vé ban sao clia phat xit,> Marco cdn nhan.

<Han chip mach roi. Man nang.>

<Phai ddy Cassie. Toi tin sw viéc d6 di duoc sap xep ti mi.>

<V4an dé bay gi¢r1a,> Hoang tir ]ake diém dam noi, cd che gidu méi lo au trong 1ong.<Lam thé
nao chung ta thlro'ng lwong véi tén tAm than nay day >

<Thuwong lwong 4! Em bao hdy xay nhuyén...>

Coc coc coc!

Mot giong ndi tir ngoai hanh lang vong vao.

“Thua co trlmng' Chidng t6i thay nhitng may bay khong xac dinh téi gan! T&i hang chuc chiéc.
Thwa ngai, la cai 1a chung khong hién ra trén man hinh radar!”

Theo ban nang, t6i vung dudi 1én va quay mat cuong nhin Hoang ttr Jake.
Cu' nhw bi di dién, ga Visser Hai bong pha ra cwoi sang sac.

“Khong xdc dinh, that vay,” hdn thét.” ‘Pangly ratao pha1 lam diéu nay mot cach gon gang hon.
Nguoi ta can 1am didu phai lam! Trong vong vai phut nira, ke thu yéu quy cua ta o1, cac chién
dau co Con Rép va tau van tai sé dap xudng tau san bay nay Khi d6 bon mi sé lam g17 Saumang
chong lai lwc luwgng Yeerk w? Lam sao ma ngin duoc nao?!” T6i da qua mét méi vi nhitng cau
héi tu tir roi.
gachell dinh chom Ién ngwdi dan 6ng nhwng mot tiéng hdc cia Hoang t Jake khién ban iy

wng lai.
<Kh%ng TAt cad moi nguoi hdy binh tinh. Ching ta can tén sau nay. Han 1a ngudi duy nhat cé
thé ngan cudc tan sat.>
<Nhung...>
Bu-bum!

Tiéng sting phong khong!

Pang chiu! Pang chiu!

Tia Nghiét khai hoa.

<Chung ta bi tdn cong!> Rachel thét.

Toi nhin Hoang twr Jake...

Ui trod! Lign d6 toi bi hat Khuyu g01 b&i mot t1eng noé kinh hon vang vao tAn budng cta do déc.
Bat giac, t6i gio tay 1én 6m dau, véi co gang toi nghiép bao vé minh khoi con mua vun thép.
Qua lan khoi bui va voi vira lo nho t6i thdy mot con s6i ciip minh thu lu va mot khéi thit lu 1y,
chac 1a Marco.

Thé r6i cudc dung d¢ “chao san” di qua. Mot sy im lang bao trum can budng.

<Rachel], AX T4t cd moi nguoil> Hoang ti ]ake goi.

T6i run ray dirng trén mong guoc bén mat cang thang quét qua quang canh dé nat. T6i thay
lao Chapman minh day mau va co tredng mat may xam den, lup chup rang ding lén.

<Hoang tit Jake,> t6i kéu 1én. <Ga do6 d6c tron roi.>
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<Pi nao! Chung ta hay 1én boong chinh!>

Hoang tir Jake noi dung. Luc nay chang con viéc gi phai lam ¢ khoang bén dwdi ca. Ching toi
cin c6 mat noi trai tim caa tran chién. Dé danh gia Iwc lwong Yeerk va dé chién diu.

Hoang tir Jake va Cassie lao vit 1én nhitng bac thang thang dirng, chat hep. Tobias, chang
phi cong thwong thang, cling chui lot theo sau.

Nhung con voi nhiing tdm than dénh dang cta t6i, Rachel va Marco thi khéng phai dé. Lot
hinh chién d4u cia Rachel chang thé 1ach qua duoc 16 trong trén chdp cau thang.

Pang chiu! Pang chiu!
May thay trang tia Nghiét da giai quyet tinh thé tién thodi lwdng nan gium ching t6i. Pinh cau
thang dwoc khoét mot 16 da cho gau xam chui 1én.
<Du sao cling cdm on.>
<Ch&cla bon Yeerk da thidy Hoang tir Jake, Cassie va Tobias,> toi lo 1ang ndi. <Hay that cin
than.>
<Phai roi, tui dang tinh chuyén vé mot con mat to twéng do 10m vao sau mong...> Marco khan
khan pha tro. T6i bam theo ban 3 ay lén boong chinh.
Lap tirc, mot canh twong kinh hoang, sudt doi khong bao gi¢r quén dap vao mat toi. Ve do so,
nguy nga cua tau USS George Washingtonbi mao pham boi hang 1op lop tia Nghiét cua Yeerk
cung nhiing loat ban trd. Hé thdng phong thi trén boong chinh van nam trong tay cac don vi
hai quan.
Nhirng chiéc tau ho tong danh dw ciing dugc tung ra de chong tra tui Con Rép dang ha do cao.
Nhiing thuy thu va linh b binh can dam, ca phy nit 14n dan 6ng, 13n xa vao chién dau.
Bao nhiéu nguoi van con tw do? Bao nhiéu nguoi da la Yeerk?
Qua lan khéi day ddc ctia chién trudng, toi nhan ra nhitng may bay duoc goi vé dang quay trér
lai tau san bay.
<Khong cach chi ho dap xuong duoc!> Marco ga0. <Ho sé& bi ban ha trwédc khi kip xoay tré! Dé
minh vo buong 14i coi c6 thé lam duocgi...
Tui toi tiép tuc t&i gdn bé mat chong truot tren boong chinh. Marco phdong dai vé phia “hon
dao”.
<Con to6i sé c6 tim ra tén Visser Hai,> toi thong bao.
<Chic may man, Ax- ngo >
Rachel lao vé phla mot tau van tai Yeerk dang tha quan Hork- Bajir ra.
T6i budc 1én trwdc, Bong...
BUM BUM! BUM BUM'
Mot loat ti€ng né xé 6¢, khién tdi xém chdng bon vo 1én troi. Quanh toi, cd dong nguwoi nga
nhao.
Thoi roj! Nhiing may bay phan lwc va tryc thang toi goi vé da tan tanh... Nao la Viking S-3B;
nao la O Bién SH- -60FH/HH60G; roi chuyen co chdng tau ngadm... T4t ca bi bin ha, nhiing manh
vun roi Am ao xudng nwdc, séi réo sung suc.
“Chét nay, Andaliteban thiu!”
Doang'
Toi cui xuong theo phan xa. Quan tinh day dudi toi nhong 1én nira vong. Tac gia cua phat stng
la moét tén Mwon xac- Ngu'crl Trong canh hon loan nay, chang cach nao phan biét duoc ké thu
véi dong minh, ching thé biét Nguoi nay hay Ngudi kia c6 Yeerk trong dau hay khong. Nhung
khi ho tw bdc 10 chan twéng thi qua rd.
G4 linh thily danh bo kha vam vé 1én téi sau lung toi. Toi thay né suc téi.
“Vi Visser!”
Phap'
T6i tdng hdn chdi nhii xudng khu vwe ciu thang trwdc khi han kip khai hoa. Ban tay cAm stung



cta han rét theo sau.

<Ax!>

bot ngdt, mot thuy thu mang vi khi hién ra trén dwong chay cua Marco. Ban 3 ay dung lai va
nhin chdm cham vao anh linh tré. Anh nay lién kinh c4n chao roi u1 té chay ve phia mii tau.
<0a...> Marco binh pham. Cht khi dot bi xém 16ng va bét mau nhap bon cung toi. Ca hai bang
bing trén boong chinh. <Tui dang twdng twong canh 16i cuén may anh chang tét vé phe minh,
dwoc chi?>

Pung.. .nhung khé ma tin noi.

<Nhin dang trwére kia. GAn tau van tai Yeerk i.>

Qua Ia ngoan muc! Nhimg thanh vién ctia Hai quan My dang kién cwong chién diu bén canh
Rachel, chong lai .dong quan kinh hoang cua Yeerk, li Hork-Bajir cao hai mét hai.

<Toi nghl sw xuat hién dot ngot cua nhitng sinh vat thoi tién st, guwom gido kénh cang tu trén
tr&i roi xudng da khién sw c6 mit cia con thi hoang, von 1a cw dan ctia Trai dat c6 vé binh
thuong di.>

<C6 thé! Hoac la do Rachel bat mi cho may chang kia vé dién mao thit sw ciia minh va hira hen
ho v&i tat ca bon ho.> Marco ca ron.

<Nhitng may bay toi ra lénh quay tro vé tau san bay da bi ha hét.>

<Minh biét, rat 1y lam tiéc, Ax a. Minh qua tre Va lai, toan bo buong lai da bi bon Hork-Bajir
cung mot s6 s quan Yeerk xam lan. Néu ctt c6 xong vao la tw sat.>

<Hoang tir Jake!>

Hoang tir Jake va Cassie tir hwéng dudi tau hung huc chay lai. B6 16ng ctia cac ban dy bét bat
mau va den day muoi khoi.

<That ngu ngoc'> Cassie hét toang toang. <Minh khong biét ching ta phailam gi nita! Tatca
may bay déu bi tiéu diét. Yeerk da kiém soat tu san bay! Tui minh thay chung ¢ dudi quat...>
<Chung khong chébé phong day nhirng chiéc Mk.15 Phalax,> Hoang tir Jake giai thich. <Va
Mk.29 Chim Se Bién. Bt ctt sw chi vién ndo téi ching ta déu la lich st.>

<Ong néi gi vay?> Marco quat. <Ching ta dau hang ha?>

<Khong. Ching ta chwa thua. Nhung khong duoc dé song tén Visser Hai! P6 la muc tiéu. Ching
ta phai di tim han!>

Sau dé roi sao? Toi tw hoi nhung khong biéu 10 y nghi ctia minh ra ngoai.

Hoang tu Jake va Cassie x6ng pha vao lan khoi.

Marco gam gtr. <Luc luong tiép vién toi roi, Ax ngo Dé tui ra giap Rachel. Coi minh c6 thé day
cho anh linh kiéng danh tran khong. Hinh nhu da s0 ho chua bao gio trong thay mat ké thu.>
Marco lap chap chay pham pham trén boong. Va roi toi thay...

Lao Chapman.

U'm... da c6 ké c6 thé khai bao cho tdi biét noi tim ra Visser Hai.

Néu tdi biét hoi dung cach.
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Lao Chapman van mdc do glong lic trwoe - trong bo dong phuc hai quan. Toi thiy lao chay
nguoc hwdng véi minh, ca nhac nhung chay nhanh géom.

Lao dang chay tron khéi cudc tan sat chang? Co thé 1am. Khong d4u! Téi nghi.
Chapman la loai Yeerk toi té nhat. Hin ham muén quyeén luc.

_Chuyén gia lu6n cti, bor do cdp trén, nhung lai khéng san san gchiu vdy bin tay lam nhiing
viéc kém hap dan, khi da cé ai dé thwc hién thay. Hin Ia do hén nhat.

T6i thiy lao Chapman chay xudng khoang bén dudi, ben theo sau.

Thap tho cho dau cau thang thang dirng, toi dung lai.
Co thé Andalitecta t6i tién lgi, cao cdp hon co thé Ngu'(rl vé nhiéu mat. Nhung theo kinh
nghiém, toi biét co thé minh chang thich hop cho viéc di 1én hay di xuéng nhirng cai thang cta
tau san bay.
Khong con lwa chon nao khac. Thoi gian sap hét, tdi cin phai linh dong 1én, phai ndm lay thoi
co.
Toi lién tién lai cho nguoi dan 6ng dong dong cao khoac chiéc 4o phao mau tim va lich sy xin
phép duoc tam thoi st dung chitliéu genva nhiing 16p ao bén ngoai cua anh ta.
May thay, nguoi dan dng tre nay thudc nhém ngwdi nhan ra toéi chdng 1am hai gi. Nho thé toi
chang phai vién dén vii Iuc.
Anh linh tré cuoi toe.
“Cong ti, toi rat 1y lam vinh dyw. Ck mwon tw nhién va di tiéu diét bon nguwoi la gém ghiéc kia
di.”
T6i thu phuc anh ta va bat diu bién hinh ngay. Lé ra t6i nén bao truwdc cho ngudi linh tré vé su
X30 tron cua quy trinh bi€n hinh. Ngay lic gwong mat tbéi nit ra cai miéng, anh ta voi duwa tay
1én bit m6m va chay thuc mang di luén.
Cudi cung, khi dd mac d6 va cam vii khi méi muwon xong, toi tréo xuéng thang. Nhung lao
Chapman dau roi? Hin chay di dau? Chic Ia tré lai Trung tam Théng tin Chién tran. T6i tim
dwong xudng boong 03.
Trén hanh lang chat len kin thwong binh. Nhiing thuy thu - chang biét phuc vu cho bén nao -
hoi ha  chay vu vu qua.
Toi gitr cho déi mat loai ngudi nhin thang ra trudec.
Toi boong huyet mach. Trung tdm Thong tin Chién tran dwoc tui Yeerk ciia b6 d6c Carrington
va linh hai quan canh phong can mat.
Trudec tién, toi lan la tham do nhlrng phan khu nho thugc cac b phdn khac nhau. Qua phong
kiém soat tau ngam Sang phong dieu khién danh bd. Va may man lam sao... t&éi phong chi huy
khong chién. Cra phong nay khong c6 linh canh.
T6i dwong hoang bude vao. Binh thuong mot thanh vién cua khéng quan ao khoac tim - thudc
khau nhién liéu - cha bao gio 16 mat vo day.
0, ldo Chapman do! Lao quay lung lai t6i, ngoi trén ghé va uong thir gi nhu thé ca phé. Tranh xa
tran tién, ldo & mot minh trong phong. Tbi ddéng ctra lai ngay. Vai ldo ciang 1én roi ldo quay
ngoat lai.

“Mi phai dua ta dén chd Visser Hai,” t6i quat.
Lao Chapman nhan mat. AndahtethOI tha!” Poan hit tach chitlong nong vao toi. Thatla mot
hanh dong ngd nghéch. Nhanh nhuw cit, t6i tho vil khi deo bén hdng quan ra va chia ngay tim
lao

“N6i mau! Ta c6 thé tim Visser Hai & dau?”
Vao gidy phut a dy, mot minh trong can phong t6i vdi tén Yeerk chiu trach nhiém cho cudc hon
ch1en tan bao dang dién ra trén boong kia... mdt minh cung ga Yeerk muu toan viéc khO’l
xwéng Thé Chién Thir Ba, gatroly dac luc nhat cdia Tén Sau Bo cuwu Visser Ba... T6i gan nhu
khong sao kém ché dwoc noi cam phan.



Ngon tay toi gai gai co sung. N01 khlep dam lan tran khap mat ldo Chapman. Néu ldo giao nop
Visser Hai thi Visser Mot sé xtt tir 140; con néu tir chdi thi 140 tin t6i sé gdim mot vién dan vao
ngurc lao.

“Cho tao biét tim Visser Hai & dau?” )
M6 h01 tua long rong trén tran lao Chapman. Run s, han lui lai mét buworc.
“NO...
RAM.
Lao Chapman thét 1én.
"Hl.l'lll’!"
T6i bi hé{y vé trudec, khuyu g0i. Khiu sing twot vao gbc phong. Ai d6 d3a mé ctra... va canh clra
da tong vao sau lu’ng toi!
T6i dd dé mac cho con tirc gidn léo 14i minh; médc n6 ché ngy y thirc ciia minh vé moi thi xung
quanh; mdc nod che ldp mat sy sang subt.
“Bat no! Bat lay thang Andalite! Bat n!”
T6i bo vé trwdece roi bung bit1én lién. D€ r6i quay qua va thay lao Chapman... chia siing vao
minh. Cung v&i 1ao con c6 mot tén Hork- Bajir.
Ga HorkBajir budc bén trude.

“Hum!” Lao Chapman cuoi rudi. “Tao nghi thay vi glet thi bat tu binh Vay Tén tu chién tranh
do chinh tao bat giit. Nhung dé€ bdo ddm maykhoéng tim cach tron thi...
Poang!
Toi 151%1 xudng san. Lo Chapman khéa cira lai.
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T6i g6 mong gudc tung tang trén canh dong co tot twoi, khoan khodi hit thé bau khong khi
trong lanh cua hanh tinh qué nha. Hoa binh, yén 4. Va me t6i dirng dau kia.

Ca anh trai Elfangor cta toi nita. Pa 1au roi chiing t6i khong néi chuyén véi nhau...

“Caigi...”
T6i ngoi day. Khong co déng cé sum xué, chila nén nha cirng ngac cua phong chi huy khong
chlen Mau ua ra noi dui. Lao Chapman khong ch1 y ban chét ma chi twéc kha nang chién dju
cua toi.
T6i dd nam day bao 1au roi? Tai sao t6i lai ngat1a di? T6i da ting chiu nhitng vét thuwong
nghiém trong hon thé nay nhiéu ma khong bat tinh. C6 1€ tai vi It hinh bién Ngudi yéu dudi
chang? Cho du véi ly do gi, toi van cam thay xau ho.
Toi chang nhing da khéng moi dworc tin gi ti ldo Chapman vé Visser Hai, ma con dé cho cam
xUc riéng tw len vao, 1an ap nhirng tw duy chién thuat. Cai “doan trwdng” nay toi sé khong ké ra
cho ban bé biét dau.
T6i nhanh chéng hoan hinh. C6 1& chwa bao gid téi lai vui ming dén thé khi tré vé hinh hai
Andalite.
Skreeeeet!
Than trong, t6i pha tung 6 khoa cira va birt ra khéi nha tu.
Liic nay chién tran da lan xudng cac ting dwédi. T6i nghe tiéng rén ri, gao thét clia nhitng ngudi
bi thwong; tleng do dac, trang thiét bi bi tan pha.
Nhung toi cAn & chién trudng trung tam. Can tré lai boong chinh, xdng vao giita tran tién.
PHAP!
Mot nguoi lan quay. Rat hi€m khi tdi bi bat ngo hay bi thuong trong hinh hai Andalitety nhién
ciia minh.
T6i twdc vil khi ra khoi tay nan nhan. Lu@i dao dudi cta toi rat hiéu qua, nhung t6i khong
muon liéu linh thém nira.
T6i budc trong hanh lang hep. Ngang qua Trung tdm Thong tin Chién trin. Qua phong diéu
khién khong lwu. Vao phong tac chién.
Lwét that nhanh, toi thay tat ca nhirng noi do déu trong tron. Ngé vo trung tam tinh bao lién
quan ciing vdy, Ctr nhu hau hét si quan cua tau san bay déu da chét hodc bi dau ddc hét ca roi...
Néu ai may man chua bi Yeerk khong ché thi ho di & trén boong, vai sat vai chién ddu bén
canh dong ddi cia minh. T6i chic chan diéu do
Mot cach than ky, toi tién téi boong chinh ma khong bi can tréd. Ngay lap tic toi nhin thay Cor
treong Plummer.
Ongta nam song suwot trén san, trén bung c6 mot 16 to twéng. RO mwdi muoi 6ng ta khong thé
song dé chirng kién hoi két clia tran chién.

“Ctru toi voi! Anh kia!” 6ng ta thét, vuon tay chi tén Hork-Bajir va ga Mwon xac-Ngudi dirng
gan diy.
Xem ra ga mwon xac la linh hai quan thu6c doan tuy tung cua Do doc Carrington. Bon Yeerk
lanh dam nhin co trwdng da guc nga. Guong mit clia tén Nguoi chang biéu 10 diéu gi.

“Lam on cttu toi. Du'a toi xudng boong dudi. Toi la nguoi cua cac anh ma!”

“Mi chang 1a ai c3,” tén Mwon xac-Ngudi nat nd. “vat chu Ngu'(rl cua mi da hoan thanh nhiém
vu cla nd. Han sé chét. Hay tu ciru 1y minh di néu c6 thé.”
Khl hai tén Yeerk bo di, t6i tién lai gan.
Mat co trudng da kéo mang nhlrng van con 16 vé s¢ hai.
<T6i khong lam 6ng dau dau,> t6i vo Ve.
ROi t6i thay con sén c6 xac trwon ra khoi 16 tai co trudng. Toi mic ké. N6 chang di xa dugc dau.
Bat giac, toi quy xuong bén canh Co truong Plummer...

“Toi da lam gl vay?” 6ng th0f gap “T6i da co6 chéng choi no..
<Khong ai trach cir 6ng ca,> toi tran an.



Co trwdng nhin tran tréi xuéng bung minh.

“T6i sap chét.”

<blng vay.> .

Co trwdng chia mot ban tay ra. Toi & lai véi 6ng cho téi khi 6ng tat thé.
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Tham hoa chit chong tham hoa.

Bon Yeerk da thi nhau na tia Nghiét qua phia nhitng tau chién.

Hét chiéc nay dén chiéc kia lIan lwgt n6 tung. Chéi tai nhirc 6¢! Nhitng cot khoi Itva boc 1én

khéng, cao hang dam. Su tan pha
that khong thé tin noi.
PHUT!
T6i nhay khoi 101 di ngon ngang nhiing thiét bi gy chay. Bang
qua nhirng qua cau Itta... lao qua tirng cum nhitng con Ngudi dang
chay leo xeo.
Chang co ménh 1énh nao cho tran chlen nay. Khong co6 ké hoach.
Clng chang c6 gidi tuyén. Ching cé chién Iwoc hay nhitng nguyén tic
lam tran gi rao.
Chi c6 sy hoang loan, r01 tung roi mu. Chi cé glet va bi giét,
Nhiing cai xac hon'siéu phach lac, quynh quiu bo chay hodc nhay
xudng bién, bi dong nwéc ludc chin hodc bi say gion tan. Nhitng tiéng
gao lakinh hon bat via. Tleng kéu cttu. Tiéng cau khan thuong dé,
khan ciu troi dat. Tiéng goi me, goi nhirng ngudi than yéu... Clru, clru, cu véi... bao nhiéu
giong di moi cung bac dan chéo
vao nhau!
“Chua Ax! Chu Ax!”
T6i nhong duoi 1én.
“Hay, chi Ax, chau day. Tobias day.”
That vay, thang chau clia t6i, trong co thé cda linh thiy 4o phao
Vang va ao thun c6 cao dang nhao téi.

“Ngwoi nay la st quan thudc bd phan phong may bay,” Tobias giai
thich. “Chau dinh khong 1am khi chwra dwoc anh cho phép. Nhung vi
anh bat tinh khi mot con chim toan néi chuyen v&i anh, nén... Chau
phai bién hinh dé diy anh khéi | vong nguy hiém. Hy vong thé.” <Chiing ta phai 1am diéu gi can
phai lam,> t6i n6i nhw ngwoi go.
<Lot hinh bién nay sé rat cé ich.>

“Dung, no gitp chau mo téi nhimg noi diéu hau khong thé t&i dé
kiém tén Visser Hai. Ngoai ra, bat cir vat gi bay & day déu sé bi né tan
tanh.”
Bong c6 nhirng Am thanh ran ran ndi bat 1én gitra chién truong
hon lgan.
T01 cup mat cuong xuong

“Mot s0 linh cua tau sn bay tim cach chay tron " Tobias giai
thich. “Ho thay thuyén ctru hd xudng nuwéc va tranh nhau nhay lén.
Khong hiéu ho chay duoc bao xa khi bau troi nghet kin tui Con Rép.
Néu chuyen tlr tau nay qua tau khac may ra ho moi thoat...” Uynh! Oang!
Tobias va t6i lao b6 vé noi cé tiéng no.
Mot be ctru sinh blen mat keo theo khoang vai chuc nguoi. <Ho tham chi chang kip thtr thoi
van,> tdi ngam ngui néi. Con tau san bay hling vi gi¢r da tré thanh mot hon dao cda than
chét.
Co truong Plummer, tong chi | huy cac don vi khéng quan da bi
bit 1am no 18, sau d6 bi bé mic cho chét. Toan bo thuy thi doan gan
nhuw tan tac.



Toi quay mat di dé khoéi nhin thiy canh hoang tan, nin na nira chi
thay rat noi khlep SO.

Va cach dé vai met. Marco - dang b&i réi quy bén mot thiy thu bi
thwong nang cd gitp anh ta. Tr chd minh ditng, t6i thay anh linh dang
hap hoi.
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<Ax!> Cassie goi.
ua lan khoi, ban ay tap ténh di vé phia toi va Tobias. Hoang tir Jake va Rachel di cing véi ban
ay. Bi thu'o'ng, run lay

bay, thé doc. Téi goi Marco.

<Tui minh thay Visser Hai roi! Han & cach day vai mét, c6 may
ten HorkBajir bao vé. Phai chop 1dy han, Jake.>

“Phai bat han lam con tin...."” Tobias bat dau.
<biéu dé cé gi khac nao?> Marco chua chat néi. <Tht nhat,
Yeerk hong them quan tam dén dong bon. Chang dita nao chlu khai ra
diéu chiing ta mudn biét de ciru han Thit hai, Ian trwdc Visser Hai da
tr ch6i choi béngrodi. LAn nay mac gi hin ddi y? Yeerk dang thing
thé.>
<Marco ding,> Rachel n6i, quét dong mau khai tran. <Thang cha
nay qua ham chién thang ma...>
bung la Visser Hai da tw ch6i “choi bong”. Nhung Marco sai roi.
Sé cé mot thir lam thay doi | ga Visser. Mot diéu budc han phai chira
chiéc tau ngam hat nhan cé6 “sit mang’ " hidy diét cac thanh phd Trung
Quéc, glet chét hang ti nguoi vo toi.
Mau toi gan nhw dong lai vi cam gidn. Chiing ta phai lam diéu can
lam.
<Hoang tir Jake,> t6i truyén giong riéng <T6i muén noéi chuyén
v(i ban.>
Hoang tir Jake dé cac ban theo do6i P6 doc Carrington va bon
Yeerk clia han.
Bay gio hodc khong bao gio...
<Thoi gian sap can. R6 rang la cho du phai ganh chiu hdu qua
nhu the nao, Visser Hai ciing nhat quyet khong chiu tiét 16 tén hay vi tri
chiéc tau ngam hat nhan My. Khong co thong tin do chung ta khong thé
hanh dong hau ngan chdn phi vu tan pha kia. Va roi tat cad hanh tinh
Trai D4t sé bi xam chiém theo dung y d6 ctia D€ ché Yeerk. Sw tan pha
sé& dién ra bat tan, dén chirmgnao Yeerk kiém soat toan by hanh tinh.> Hoang ti Jake gio ban
tay trudc rach twép mwop lén khoi mat
dat. <Minh biét Ax, nhung ching ta co thé lam gi?>
<T6i c6 mot y,> toi ndi. <Nhwng rat kinh khing.>
Mot quang dung. <T1ep di Ax.>
<Tbi tin bat cir diéu 8l cing khong khién cho Visser Hai chiu
ngung lai - ngoai trir sy de doa sé tiéu diét dong bao hin. Trong
treong ho'p O trén Tral dat nay, muc tiéu 1a viing Yeerk.>
T6i cho, cam thay xau ho vi long khao khat chién thang bon
Yeerk va ngdn chdn ké da chiém dung mot dong bao toi. Twng tr mot
ctia nghi thitc budi sang hién rd trong dau toi. Loi thé tiéu diét ké thu. Cudi ciing Hoang tir Jake
bdo. <Ax, minh khong thé lam diéu do.
Cling khong thé ra menh lénh.>
<Hang ti nguoi séng so véi muoi hay hai mwoi ngan,> toi li nhi. Hoang tir Jake can phai thay
d6 la cach duy nhat.
Toi tlep <C6 nhirng nguoi khong cam chiu lam no 1€. Nhiéu
ngwoi mong cho cai chet de duoc tw do.>
<Khong, Ax a. B6 néi gi vay? Bo c6 biét didu d6 1a sao dbi véi tui
minh kKhong?>



Vao luc do, toi nghe trong giong noi cua Hoang tir Jake c6 ve

thang thot sirng s0. T61 hiéu minh dd pham mot sai lam. ‘bang 1€ ra toi

khong bao gio duoc dat ganh nang nhw thé 1én cic ban ciia minh. Piéu dé c6 thé pha huy gia
dinh, thanh pho, dit nwéc cla cac

ban toi.

T01 la Andalite. Thanh vién cua loai dwgc goi ke hay nhing mii

vao chuyen ciia dai thién ha. T6i 1a ngwoi tir hanh tinh khac dén. <Xin 16i, Hoang tir Jake, > toi
lam bam. Va t6i nhe nhe cham ludi

dao dudi vao thai dwong ban dy. <V6 cung xin 16i.>
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<Cassie! Hoang tir Jake da bat tinh & phia kia ctia hon ddo. T6i dé nghi ban t&i chd ban 4y
ngay.>
<Minh téi day.>
M6t con s6i chém kh01 vi tri quan sat dang sau chiéc can ciu lat ¢ up.
T6i 16i qua d6ng xa ban d6 nat dang chay, bang qua boong tau rai rac nhitng con Nguoi nga rap
- bi thwcrng hoac chét. Nhitng dan 6ng va phu nit, hodc la Nguoi tw do hoac 1a Yeerk. Tiéng
Ngu’0’1 hip héi lamnhu‘ng trai tim toi se lai.
Tleng tia Nghiét, tiéng sung cua loai nguoi, tiéng dong co hu héng cung tiéng séng vo... hoa
quyén vao nhau, dap vao tai toi.
T61 nhan ra ba ban dong doi, khong xa chd Cassie vira quan sat. Cac ban a ay khum khum di
quanh mot chiéc xe nang réu ra va chiéc may kéo chi con tro Xuong.
Trong tam nhin, tai cho sau do6 t6i nhan ra dugc goila’ 16 chu mai”, 1a Visser Hai.
Han ding ké nhlrng giconlaicua chiéc Mit Diéu Hau E-2C, dién cudng ra bd véi bon Yeerk bau
xau. Mit han trat mot 16p mit na vénh vao, dac thang.
<Rachel, Marco.>
<Gl vay, Ax ngo7>
T6i tp trung tat ca bon mat vao cac ban hoi Animorphs.
<T6i can giup d&. Toi can mot chi€c may bay cé Visser Hai & bén trong khi tdi cit canh.>
Rachel cuoi. <Cai gi? Dit vay 47>
<Theo t6i biét thi chi con moi mot chiéc mady bay chwa bi pha hiy hay bi c6t tam lai véi nhing
chiéc khac. N6 di sdn sang trén buc phéng s6 mot. Toi tin d6 1a may bay ném bom F-14D Bao
bPen. Tobias?>
Toi quay qua vién si quan thudc bd phan may phong ma Tobias bién thanh. <Chau phal ki€ém
cho cht hai b d6 bay. Sau dé, hay t&i bé phdng va phéng may bay 1én ngay khi chd ngbi vao
ghe phi cong va ra lénh.>

“Chu Ax, chti van con tinh tdo day ch?”

Pang chiu!
“Aahhhh!” ]
Mot si quan hai quan do 4p xudng, lan vong. Anh ta quy 1én ngay va chia sing ban tén Hork-
Bajir.
Xa xa, ai d6 dang khai héa khiu sting nhiéu nong cua chiéc Mk.15 Phalanx. Trin chién ngay
cang ac liét.
<Cai gi vdy, Ax ngd?> Marco la om som. <Jake dau?>
<Hoang tur Jake bi thwong, tam thoi ra khéi tran chién. T6i sé lam diéu can phai lam.>
<B06 sao vay, Marco?> Rachel i 6i. <Tinh hinh v cung toi té. Chung ta di bat Visser Hai nao!>
“Dung,” Tobias thet. “Do la mot ké hoach dién ro, nhung chiing ta khong c6 thoi gian dé nghi ra
cai khac dau!”
<Tobias... b6 nghi chuyén gi sé Xay ra sau khi Ax cué'p may bay va vot [én troi?>
C4 Tobias 14n Rachel déu khong tra loi. Marco quay qua nhin toi trao trao.
<Ax, nguoi Andalitecua b6 hinh nhw c6 khuynh huéng tiéu diét nhirng giho muon bao ton.
Chlec may bay d6 ché vii khi hat nhan ddy. Tui da thay chinh tui linh cta Visser Hai 13p dit
no.>
<Troi o1i, Ax...>
C6 18 d6 1a 1an duy nhit t6i thiy Rachel bi soc
<Chut khong hanh dong theo ménh 1énh cla Jake,> Tobias néi déu déu, twa nhw dang tw cling c6
tinh thin cho minh.
T6i hi€u Tobias da dé€ biét ciu 4y sé hanh dong theo lwong tdm minh. T6i cling biét khéng con
thoi gian dé tranh luan hay thdm do tam linh nita.
T6i can su gitip dé. Ngay bay gio...



<Marco, khong phai luc nao toi ciing tin cay ban. Nhung ban lu6n chirng t6 1a t6i sai. Ban lu6n
hanh dong vi diéu t6t nhat, chdp nhan dep bd nhitng khia canh ca nhan qua bén. P& chién
thang, dé danh bai Yeerk. Ban d4 hi sinh cudc d&i 1a mot nguwoi tré tudi binh thudng. Lam on..
hay tin la tdi cling lam twong ty.>

Marco cuw¢i khan khan,

<0, tui tinla bd tan nhan Ax ngo a, Tap trung hét mikc. Khong c6 tim. biéu tui khong chicla
diu tham khoc 4y vi cai gi? N6 nham ctru séng mang ngudi hay nham dé cao, vun dap cho
chién cong cua Andalite?>

Loi nhan xét cia ban 3 ay that dau. Nhung t6i mong cho thé ma.

<Lam on di,> toi nan ni. <Né&u khong.. .cudc chién nay sé khong thé cham dat.>

Marco x0 ra mot tir ma t6i biét 1a khong nén thot ra khi c6 mat ba me hay thay co gido cia ban.
Tobias dat tay 1én canh tay toi.

<Trong dau chu biét chic minh dang lam gi ch&? Liéu chi sé thang hay thua?>

T6i khong b1et tra loi ra sao, nhung cac ban 4y can phai ling nghe, can phai hiéu. Thoi gian sap
hét. Biy gio hodc khong bao gio. TOi san sang chap nhin hau qua cda viéc minh lam. Chip
nhan chiu tradch nhiém hoan toan. T6i 1a ngwdi la ma..

<Cac ban c6 gitp khong?> toi noi manh. <Vi nhan dan cac ban, Rachel?>

Ban 4y nhin Marco nhw muén tim l&i chi din. Tobias nhin di chd khac. Marco nhin ti lang lé...
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<Tranh cho cho ta.>

bé la tleng Rachel. Vé&i vé nhe nhang cia méo von chudt, ban dy diy tén linh Hork-Bajir
dang canh gitt chiéc F-14D Bao Pen qua bén. Sang dén mot tén khac. Sau dé...

Phap!
T6i x6a so tén cudi cung.
Dwéi sw che chin ctia than chiéc may bay phan luc, toi bién hinh

thanh phi cong réi quay qua mac b6 doé bay va cac dung cu cin thiét vao. T6i tréo vao may
bay qua cai thang di dong, chu y xem xét xung quanh.
Mot vom kinh budng l4i va ba kinh chiéu hau. Tot. Toi c6 thé quan xuyén tam nhin gan ba

tram sau mwoi do.
Nhitng bang diéu khién kiéu ci, v&i ‘nhiing nut bam truyen thong Theo chuan muwc Andalitethi
c6 10 s1 hét sirc. Nhiing can gat va num dleu khién, tat ca déu la nut bam.
T6i doan nhiing chi ti€t nay cho phép phi cong hwéng mat 1én bau troi va van thuce hién bén
phan ciia minh.
DPang sau toi la chd ngdi clia sT quan truc radar. Khong c6 bang diéu khién chuyén bay. T6t.
<Xong roi.>
Marco,c6 mot vét chém mai xoet ngang bd nguc chang bang, cap Visser Hai vao nach, thay ké
han gidy giua.
<bang ra tui phai t¢i day sém hon,> Marco phan tran. <Nhung anh ban Visser Hai nay khong
muon hop tac.>

“Andaliterac ruwdi! Bé tao xuéng ngay lap tic!
<Xin 16i nha bAc, nhung bac phai di!> Rachel “ngot ngao” xia x0i.

“Tui may co lam gl tao cling ching an nham dau! Tao sé hi sinh cudc doi vi muc tiéu théng tri
ctia Dé ché Yeerk!”
<0’ &,> Marco lam bam. <Tui ta nghe mi hat roi.>
<Chan han qué chirng.>
Rachel va Marco hé nhau nhét Visser Hai vao bo d6 bay va mii bao hiém, rdi 16i han xénh xéch
1én ngobi vao cho phia sau toi.
Dung nhiing ngon tay loai nguoi khéo 1éo, toi troi han ra sau lung, cot hai mat ca lai véi nhau.
Xong xuoi, toi dé han d6. Mot tén Yeerk chet chang c6 101i gi cho toi ca. Hay mot nguoi dinh tw
tw trén chuyen bay cling thé. T6i can hin mé miéng.
<Tobias vao vi tri chwa?> t6i hoi khi da yén vi.
T6i nhin ga Yeerk ttrc gian loay hoay tim thé ngdi cho thoai mai. Mit hdn quic 1én nhw ngudi
mat tri.
<Tobias,> tdi goi bang giong truyen riéng.
T6i twong twong anh ban chi c6t cua minh trong b 4o phao mau vang dang lui hui diéu khién
bé phong trén khu vec may bay cua boong chinh.
Théong thuong, mot nguwoi dan binh thuong khong bao gio leo hanh t&i noi nhw thé nay. Twong
tu, khong phai ai cling thu dwoc vai tro quan trong cia nguoi “xa thu”.
<San sang, chu Ax.>
Toi biét diéu minh s3p lam 1a dién khung.
Ngay lap tic, toi trér ve ngay voi thuce té€ thi€u kinh nghiém vé hé thong phong may bay cuia
minh. Héa ra vu phong nay vo cung nguy hiém.
Rat c6 thé may bay s€ bi roi tom xudng b1en hoac té hon.
Marco dong vai tro nguoi dan duong cho may bay, chi tdi ra phia may phéng roi kiém tra “bod
kim ham” da vao vi tri.
Marco nhin 1én téi. Vé ho nghi hién rd trong mat khi dot. Tuy nhién, ban 4y van cho t6i “mot
ngon cai gio' lén”. Va quay di.

'H



<Can than, Ax,> Rachel cuoi, khong thé thay vé so hai trong giong néi ctia ban 4y.<birng lam
bat ct didu gl minh kh6ng nén lam.>

<Ax! Ngung lai.>

Hoang tur Jake ho. Ban dy chay Ve phia may bay phan luc. Cassie chay bén canh.

C3p mat Nguoi clia toi chot ang nuéc. Toi nhuwdng to mit roi nhdm nghién hau lam ré tam
nhin. Thay ké tén Yeerk dang lam nham.

<Bdo trong, chu Ax!>

<Cam on Tobias.>

T6i chon mirc dong co.

<Chu nén bam nut.>

Va roi..

B6 kim ham rén 1én, roi may bay bi quang khoi dwong phong.

That khong tin noi. Chung toi bi ddy véi luc gap may lan trong lwc Trai dat.

T6i c0 gang thé. Toi cAm thdy da minh - da t6i mwon cua con Ngwm gidnra vé phia dau. Ma
toi cing ra nhw mat-tich - thir dé gin kinh vao khung ctra. Mat tdi thut sau vao trong so. Toi
nghi minh sé chét mat.

Trong khoanh khac, téi khong the kiém soat dwgc may bay:. Tleng gam chdi tai..

Varoi thanh méc bung ra khoi ctra sap. May bay vot ban 1én, dat téi t6c do bay

T6i sé toan quyén hanh dong.
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T61i lai may bay tro lai bo bién.
May man thay, toi chdng bi chiéc Con Rép ndo dudi theo. Bdo dadm chiing nghi ngudi phi cong
nay dang trén duong di ]am nhiém vu chinh thirc ctia Yeerk.
“Mi dang lam gl thé Andalite?” Visser Hai quat hoi.
T6i cdng mat tdp trung vao cac bang diéu khién, theo d6i man hinh radar. T6i rat mirng vi
khong nhin thay guwong mat cua ga hanh khach.

“May bay nay cho thiét bi hat nhan, Yeerk,” toi ham he. “Nhw mi biét day, rat thé so so véi
chuan muc Andalite, c6 1é véi ca Yeerk, nhung hiéu qua khong kém gi. Bom dwoc cai dit cho nd
khi va cham.”

To6i dirng. bé thlrcrng thirc sy cang thang ma vé thing thinh cta toi tao ra cho tén Yeerk. D€ cho
minh mac no vao tro choi dang xau ho nay.
N01 ngan gon, toi ngung noi nhu la mot cach tra tan han

“Swva cham d6,” t6i nhan nha tiép, “sé truc tiép roi vao viing Yeerk. Ctt cho l1a mi khich dong
duoc Thé Chi&n Thi Ba trén hanh tinh Trai dat, Yeerk. Nhung c6 bao nhiéu Yeerk s6ng sot dé

tan hwong diéu do khong?”

Khong bao gio'!” Giong ga rong lén, tiéng kéu khiép ddm ctia con thu bi thwong. “Khéng bao
gio mi dam lam diéu do!”

Toi khéng tra 1o han.

Con khong nhiéu thoi gian nita sé dén gio tau ngam hat nhan My do Yeerk diéu khién tan cong.
T6i van tang tdc véo veo. Canh cua chiéc F-14D tw dong diéu chinh, dudi ngwoc ra sau nhim
glam strc can. Toi ghi nhan diéu nay véi su hai long.

“Mi chang c6 gan lam diéu d6, Andalite!”

T6i clt im thin thit. Chiéc pthO’ c6 canh sinh dé6i dang cang ldc cang dap xudng.

Bau troi toi dan. Man dém budng.

Khap nwoc My - tai ting vung va ting mui gio - hang tram triéu nguoi dang séng yén 4, khong
biét cudc sdng thudng nhat ctia ho dang bi de doa dit doi - béi cudc thé chién do Yeerk chu
xudng.

Muoi hay hai muwoi ngan nguoi d6i mat véi sy tiéu vong - do quyét dinh cta toi.

Nhiing ngon tay té budt, téi nap ning lwong cho qua bom. Khong thé tré lai duoc. Toi da thuc
h1en diéu dién ro

“May mat trf roi.” Visser Hai thét.

Toi nghe tiéng ngwdi dan 6ng vin veo xoanh xoach trén ghé cta hin, tuyét vong mudn tw giai
thoat minh.
Cu01 cung t01 ré ra noi.

“Rat don gian, Yeerk. Hay lién lac voi tau ngam. Ra Iénh cho né phai tw hily. Con khéng ta sé
pha banh viing Yeerk.”

“Mi sé glet lu6n muoi ngan con Nguoi! K€ ca nhirng Ngwdoi khong c6 Yeerk!”

May bay tién vé viing Yeerk. Gan, gan hon.
Mo h01 thAm dim 16ng may toi, rd xuong canh tay. T6i cam thay trai tim Ngwdi gan nhw duc
thiing I6ng nguc minh. Noi budn ba sé giét tdoi mat thoi.
Gan Gan hon.
Du'(rc toi lanh lung. “Ta sé lam.”
Cho't l’lhll' cO phép mau..

“Roi r6i, mi thang, Andalite.” Tén Visser Hai ngac ngir. “Ta sé ralénh cho tau ngam tu huy,
nhung hay thé danh dw, Andalite,” han thét 1én. “Hay thé trén cai goi la danh dw cia mi... phai
tha ta ra.

T6i khong biét minh cé cam thay kiét sirc hay khong.
T01 giam toc do. CaAnh may bay chui vé trudec. T01 van radio lién lac 1én.

“Mi c6 thé dung radio ngay bay gid, Visser Hai.”



T6i nghe tén Yeerk cau kinh ra 1énh. Vay la ching t6i da thing.

Toi lwgn vé hwéng khu rimg ma t6i goi la nha ké tr khi dwoc Hoang tr Jake va cac ban ctru

song T6i nay toi rat sung swéng duoc tré lai noi ay. Toi ciing e so nhitng gi minh sé& thay. Béi
vi “nha” vé1i toi khong chila 1ong mang va khung canh xung quanh

“Nha" co nghia la nhirng nguoi ban chién binh - tat ca cac ban cta toi. Bang nhirng gi vira lam,

toi da danh cuoc tinh ban cua cac ban ay, nhatla voi Hoang tu Jake.

Thatla moét chuyen bay nang né, dai 1& thé. Nhw Cassie ndi, toi da thuc thi vai tro Thwong Dé.

T6i - mot ngwoi Andalite- can phal lam g1?

T6i da c6 co hoi danh d6i mang song cua hang ngan Nguoi dé ctru hang triéu Nguoi... Lam vy,

t6i da hanh dong nhu rat nhiéu chién binh Andalitedan anh tung lam.

T6i dd can thiép. T6i da hanh x&t nhw ngudi phan quyeét.

Vatoi da thang nhung v&i cdi gia la ca nhan toi?

Liéu ban be c6 tha thir cho toi khong" Va toi ¢ bao gio tha thir cho chinh minh khong?

“Mi c6 1am that khong, Andalite?” giong cau git clia tén Visser Hai pha v nhitng y nghi clia ti.

“Mi c6 lam that khong, Andalite?”

T6i khong thé tra 1. Toi da c6 du loi dap roi..
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