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Chuong 1

Della Street, c¢6 thu ky riéng cua luat su Perry Mason, budc vao van phong cia 6ng ta va noi, “Thua,
c6 hai ba & phong ngoai noéi 13 ho xin dugc gip 6ng ngay bay gid ddy.”

“Vé chuyén gi vay, Della?”

“Ho dau co chiu ban véi1 mot nhan vién thu ky quen nhu t61.”

“Vay thi cir viéc bao vdi ho 1a t6i khong tiép duoc nhé.”

Co thu ky noi, “Ho dén ca mot bau doan ma.”

“Sao?”

“Ho mang theo va-li, mit ctr nhin dong ho, rd 1a dang c6 ¥ chd don xe ltra hodc may bay, nhung
can gip cho dugc ong trude khi di.”

Cam thdy dong tinh hiéu ky, Mason hoi, “Trong ho ra 1am sao?”

Della Street no1, “Ba Davenport trong nhit nhat nhu chudt. Ba nay con tré, an mic gian di, co vé
lAm 1ét.”

“Trac bao nhiéu?”

“Khoang gan ba muoi.”

“Va rut ré nhu chudt?”

Co thu ky gat dau. Mason néi tiép, “Thé con ba kia?”

“Néu ta ba nay rut ré nhu chudt thi phai ta ba Ansel kia 1a tio ton giéng nhu méo vay.”

“Trac bao nhiéu?”

“Chdc trén nim muoi.”

“Hai me con chang?”

“C6 thé 1dm.”

Mason néi, “Cé6 con gai hiéu thio cung yéu bao 1au nay phai chiu dung v6i mot éng chong cuc ky
vl phu. Nguoi1 me phai to thai do buc minh dé cu lai, con anh chang thi ctr méng nhiéc ¢6 vo tham té
da diéu. Ba me va c6 con gai dang c6 ¥ dinh bo di han mot noi ndo khac. Ho phai lo bao vé quyén loi
cua minh chu.”

Della Street ndi, “C6 thé 1a nhu thé. Nhung ma ho dén day v6i ca mot doan linh kinh.”

Mason néi, “Béo voi ho 1a to61 khong tiép cac vu kién lién quan dén chuyén gia dinh, ho nén tim gap
cac luat su khac trude gio may bay cat canh.”

Della Street 16 vé mién cudng.

Mason cam l4y nhitng van thu trong dong hd so danh dau “khan” do Della Street vira dit sén trén
ban gidy. Ong no6i 16n giong, “Y ¢6 1a mudn t6i tiép hai ba nay ha, dé thoa min chat hiéu ky cta gidi
phu nit. Théi, xin mién di, co bé.”

Della Street ngoan ngodn le budc ra khoi phong, khoang hon nira phut thi quay tré vé. Mason hoi,
“Sao?”

Nang dap, “Toi bao vai ho 1a ong khong nhin cac vu lién quan dén chuyén gia dinh.”

“Thé ho ndi gi?”

“Cai ba ryt ré nhu chudt ching noi gi ca.”



“Con ba tao ton nhu m¢o?”

“Ba 4y noi ddy 1a mot vy 4n mang, ma theo ba biét thi ong rat c6 sé truong vé nhitng vu nay.”

Mason héi, “Ho dang chd ddy chir?”

“Vang, ba nhu méo dé nghi t6i trinh ong 16 13 ho can 1én may bay ngay trong chbc 14t.”

Mason dap, “Vay thi dugc. Hay mo1 ba tdo ton nhu meo va co rut ré nhu chudt vao. T61 cling cam
thiy ndi mau hiéu ky day.”

Della Street di ra, mot lic sau nang quay tr¢ lai, m¢ ctra van phong cua luat su va dua hai nguoi
dan ba vao. Mason nghe tiéng chan budc, tiéng va-li cham nhe vao ké sach. Lién do, mot phu nit voc
dang manh mai, bo diéu rut ré, mit cui xudng, tay xach mot cai va-li budc vao.

Nguoi phy nir tré nay thoang ngudce 1én, khé 1i nhi chao Mason, roi lang 1€ budc sat theo me tuong,
tir tir ngoi xuong chiéc ghé lung thang ROi ¢6 tiéng va-li dap manh danh &m vao canh cira. Mot ba lon
tudi manh dan buédc vao, tha chiée va-li roi bich Xuong san, nhin dong ho deo tay va noi, “Thua luat
su, ching t61 chi con dung hai muoi phit nita thoi a.”

Mason twoi cudi, “Xin moi ngdi. Ba 12 ba Ansel?”

“Vang.”

“Con day 1a ba Davenport?” Mason vira hdi vira tro tay sang ngudi phu nit tré dang ngdi, hai ban
tay thu lai trén dui.

Ba Ansel dap, “Pay 1a ngudi con ctia ba?”

“Khong phai dau. Mdi cach day vai thang ching tdi van chua hé gip mit nhau. C6 ndy di ra nudc
ngoai kha nhiéu, chong 1am nghé kinh doanh vé mo. Con t6i thi ciing tirng sang phuong Pong nhu Hong
Kong. Vé quan hé ba con thi t6i coi nhur 13 ¢6 cua ¢d nay. Cha ctia ¢6 nay 1a chong cua chi t6i.”

Mason ndi, “Vay 14 toi nhdm. Theo t6i hiéu, thi ba can gip gip t6i dé thua vé mot vu 4n mang?”

“Dulng 1a nhu vay.”

Mason dua mat nhin ki hai nguoi dan ba dang ¢ trude mit vé tram ngdm tu ly. Ba Ansel hoi, “Ong
c6 1an nao nghe néi dén William C. Delano chua?”

“Ong ta 1a mot nha kinh doanh vé mo?”

“Pung roi.”

“Ong nay da chét, chic thé?”

“Cach day sau thang, chong ctia chi i, ong John Delano 13 anh rudt ctia 6ng Willian Delano. Hai
vo chdng chi t6i dd qua doi tir 1au. Con c6 Myrna ny day, vo ctia Ed Davenport, lai 13 chau cta hai
ong John va William.”

“Vang. Bay gid, dé nghi ba trinh bay cho t6i rd hét moi chuyén vé ndi vu di.”

Ba Sara Ansel noi, “Ed Davenport bién thu két t6i vo 13 Myrna nuru toan giét y.”

“Ong ay giri thu cho ai thé?”

“Y chua giri cho ai ca. Chi ghi dia chi 1a bién ly cuc hay canh sat gi day, ching t61 chang rd, va thu
ny phai dugc chuyén dén tay ngudi nhan trong trudng hop y chét. La thu t6 cao rang vo cua y dé dau
doc nguoi chau la c6 Hortense Paxton, ¢ nay la nguoi dang duoc thura ké so tién rat 16n cua ong
William Delano. Y lai dam, phai noi la qua strc tao ton moi dung, ghi rang Myrna ¢6 ¥ nghi ngd rang
y da biét hét viéc minh lam, nén co6 1€ c6 nay con rap tam dau doc luon ca y nira? Vay nén, trong
truong hop y chét, y mudn nha chire trach cho diéu tra ki toan bo vu viée.”

Mason thoang to mo nhin sang Myrna Davenport, ltic ndy dang ngdi im. Hinh nhu cam nhan dugc
cai nhin cht ¥ ctia 6ng, ngudi phu nit tré ¢6 lic ngang dau 1én roi lai ha d6i mi xudng, tiép tuc nhin doi
ban tay deo gang ctia minh.

Mason hoi, “Cai gi di xui khién 6ng ay c6 ¥ nghi la ling lam vay? C6 bang ching co s& nao dé
ong ay budc toi nhu thé?”



Sara Ansel dap, “Tat nhién I1a 1am gi c6 dugc.”

Mason lai nhin sang Myrna Davenport. Nguoi phy nit tré 1én tleng, “T6i ban 1am vuon gan nhu
subt ngay. To61 ¢6 san mot sO thudc trir sdu hai cay, nhitng thuc nay rat doc. Tinh nha t6i lai hay t6 mo,
d3 hai 1an toi phai ran de cho 6ng ta biét 1a khong nén dung vao nhitng thir 4 ay C6 18 vi thé nén 6ng 4y
sinh nghi. Ong ay cuc ky vo 1y, mot khi da c6 y nghi gi thi clr bam chat mai.”

Sara Ansel phan bua, “Y khing khing ma. Y ctr nghi quin nghi quanh mai. Udng ruou lién hoi. H&
ndi con 1én 1 y ¢ nhitng ¥ nghi quéi go.”

Mason ndi, “Trong vu ndy rd rang l1a c¢6 nhiéu phirc tap. T6i can biét thém mot s6 chi tiét. Hai ba
cho 1a sip téi gio 1én may bay r6i?”

“Pung nhu vay. Tac xi dang chd ching t6i ¢ ngoai. Anh tai da giao hen dung gid. Ching t6i phai ra
san bay cho kip chuyén bay mudi mot gio di Fresno.”

“Trong tinh huéng nay, hai ba nén di chuyén bay tuy muon mot chut nhung co 18 tot hon, va lai...”

Sara Ansel noi, “Khong thé dugc. Ed dang hap hoi.”

“Ba mudn néi 14 6ng Davenport, chdng clia c6 day?”

“Phai.”

“Ong 4y d¢é lai 14 thu s& duoc giao cho nha chirc trach trong truong hop 6ng ta ¢ ménh hé nao,
phai vay khong?”

“Pling nhu vy day?”

Mason n6i, “Néu thé thi tinh hinh lai cang rac r6i thém.”

Sara Ansel bon chon ra mit, “Thé a?”

Mason hoi, “Vi sao 6ng 4y dang & trong tinh trang hap h6i?”

Sara Ansel xdng giong, “Thi do ubng ruou qua do ma!”

Mason ndi, “Co6 1& t6t hon hét 1a ba hiy cho t6i biét khai quat vé vu nay.”

Ba Ansel budng minh xuéng chiéc ghé ném 1én, cir chi vung va vung vay ra vé hach dich hon Ia
thoai mai, 1én giong nhu de chung, “Ong luat su, nghe cho k§ nhé, t6i ching con thi gid nhac lai dau.”

Mason gat dau, “Della Street, c6 thu ky riéng cua t61 dang ghi, t61 s€ tim hiéu ki hon sau.”

Ba Ansel bat dau ké, “William C. Delano rat giau co nhung lai song rat cd doc. Hai nam cudi luc
ong con song Hortic, tirc Hortense Paxton, dén & v6i ong. Ong sap chét va ciing biét sy thé 1a nhu
vay. Ong viét chuc thu, dé lai hét moi cua cai cho Hortie, ¢6 nay dang chim soc cho ong co ma. Lam
nhirng cong viéc nhu vay vat va biét chimg ndo. C6 nidy mdi bién thu giri cho Myrna, thé 13 Myrna va
chong la Ed, lién t6i noi dé phu luc sin soc cho bénh nhan.”

Chang bao 1au ¢6 Hortic bi 6m ning. Pugc mot tuan 18 sau thi ¢o ta chét. Luc d6 Ed chang néi gi,
méai v& sau y mo1 ndi vo1 vo la y nghi Hortic da bi dau doc. Khong hiéu do ddu ma y c6 ¥ nghi quai go
nhu vay. Ké ra thi ciing diing véi con ngudi cua y thoi, vira khung vira ngu, vira ich ky lai vira 1éu lao,
chang ra 1am sao ca.

Mason héi, “Vi sao c6 Hortic lai chét?”

“La do lam viéc qué strc. Nghe tin, 6ng William rat dau budn. Hortic 1a chiu cung cta ong ta ma.
Thoi gian chua thao chic thu, 6ng ta di dinh dé lai cho Hortic téi bon phan ndm san nghiép. Mot phan
con lai 14 dé cho Myrna.”

“Thua ba, thé 6ng Ay chiang d¢é lai cho ba chut nio sao?”

“Di nhién 1a ¢6. Toi v6i ong ta chang hop nhau, nén lac Hortic chét ong ta 1ién stra d6i chic thu.”

Mason hoi, “Ba nhu ¢6 vé tin chic 1a ¢6 Hortic Paxton ndy chét mot cach binh thuong?”

“Di nhién. C6 niy von bi bénh viém rudt thira da 1au roi, c6 diéu 1a vi qua yéu sirc nén c6 ta chong
choi khong ndi véi bénh tat d6 thoi.”

“Ba c6 gip co ay khi co ta con sdng khong?”



“C6 chir. Nghe tin ¢6 ay bi bénh t6i ¢6 1én tham dé xem co theé gitp dwoc gi khong. Toi 1én t6i d6
duoc dam hom thi c6 Ay chét, nhung to1 khong ¢ lai 1au.

“William C. Delano v&i t6i von ciing mén nhau, nhung c6 diéu 6ng ay da lam t6i uat mudn chét,
nén toi nghi, vay 1a da c6 chuyén bat hoa giita chung t61. Myrna thi ctr cho rang minh ¢6 thé chiu dung
duoc voi canh ngd. Vay 1a toi cam thiy minh khong can thiét 1am nén i trd vé.’

“Thé ba quay trd lai lac nao?”

“Liac William chét khong bao 1au.”

Mason hoi, “Lic ¢6 Hortense Paxton chét, ngudi ta c6 md tir thi xét nghiém khong?”

“Lam gi 6. Luc a ay ong y si van cham séc bénh nhin, d3 ky gidy y ching. C6 4 ay dugc chon cat va
chi c6 thé, mii vé sau Ed Davenport mdi bat dau dit chuyén ngd vuc nhu cai kiéu d6. Néu 6ng can
biét thi t6i xin no6i ludn 1a con nguoi cua y khong don gian chi co thé. Y bay tro danh lac huong, dé
khong ai luu y t61 viéc y thao tung tién bac cua vo la Myrna. Chinh Ed ¢6 nhirng y nghi di€n ro nhu
vay. ba thé, y lai con qua quat bay dat viét cai thu doi chi duoc mo néu y chét. Tén khung nay von bi
huyet ap nang, co the chet bat ky, vy ma lai di viét cai thu khén kiép kia. Y ma nim xudng thi khong
biét con chuyén gi ric r6i xay ra nita day.”

Mason hoi, “La thu dy hién gio dé ¢ dau?”

“0 dau day trong van phong lam viéc cta y.”

“Vian phong cua 6ng iy & noi no?”

“O Paradise (1.”

“Sao lai goi nhu thé?”

“Chd nay gan thi trdn Chico & phia bac ctia bang. Van phong cta y dit tai cin nha ¢ trén 4y, chd
ndy y va Myrna dd & mot thoi gian sau khi hai ngudi tir Nam My vé. Ed vé duoc cai mo nay chang
phai mat von liéng bao nhiéu. Sau khi cing véi Myrna xudng ¢ vi William Delano tai Los Angeles, y
cho stra sang lai ngdi nha ¢ Paradise 1am van phong cong ty kinh doanh mo. Goi 1a van phong 1a theo
cach noi cua y thoi. Hai phong dugc chinh trang thanh vén phong, y con c6 thém mot phong ngu va mot
phong bép. Y 1én d6 ¢ hau nhu sudt mot thot gian, co khi ca tudn, c6 khi lién tiép hai tuan luon. Tir ltc
t6i dén ¢ voi Myrna thi hinh nhu y tru miét trén cai van phong kia, 1am lac di rong khip ving, ra cai
diéu ta day 1a nguoi gidu sy, mot nha dai kinh doanh mo.”

Mason dit van dé, “Xin hoi ba nhé, 1am sao ba lai ranh y nhu thé nguoi trong cude vay? Theo chd
toi dugc hiéu, thi giita ba va 6ng William Delano d4u c6 chuyén tinh cam dé dang. Ba...”

“Co ban 1a do t6i rat thuong Myrna. Theo di chic méi, toi dugc hudng mot phan nim quyén loi
trong tda nha cua William. Strc may ma t6i chiu dé Ed tong minh ra khoi chd 4y. Thay cach y d6i xir
qua t& véi Myrna, 61 udt 1dm, nhung thu phan ching thém noi ra thdéi. Pung nhu vay khéng, Myrna?
Thé rdi sang nay, chiing t61 nhan dugc cu dién thoai cho biét1a Ed dang ¢ tai Crampton, va...”

“Theo tdi hiéu thi 6ng nay da bi d6m?”

“Nay gio toi dd c6 ¥ noi cho 6ng rd chuyén Ed dang hip hdi, nén hai c0 chau chung t6i chi con rnéy
phat ¢ day thoi. Nghi ma xem, sao lai ¢6 hang nguoi lam cai viée la di viét mot 14 thur khung khung dé
giao cho nha chirc trach néu nhu minh chét, lai con budc t6i cho vo 1 ¢6 4m muu giét ngudi.’

“C6 phai nd1 dung 1a thu l1a nhu vay khong?”

“Gan gan nhu thé. Sau khi do xét suy tinh ra, thi ndi dung cua 14 thu 14 nhu vay rdi.”

“Thuwa ba Davenport, lam sao ba biét néi dung 14 thu d6?”

Myrna tra 101 that kh€, nén kho nhan ra y nang mudn noi gl, “Ong ay da tirng ndi nhiéu vé chuyén
nay. Ong ta ndi khung 18n 16i t6 cdo 1a t6i da dau doc Hortlc Ong 4y con ndi, vi toi biét ong ta da biét
rd tay clia toi, nén Ong ta thiy tinh mang minh khong yén.”

Mason hoi, “Ong nha hién dang c6 mit & Crampton?”



“Vang, ttr Paradise ong ay dén day roi bi om. Hién dang & tai mot quan tro ving ngoai 6. Bac si rat
lo ngai cho bénh tinh cua 6ng ay, nghi la Ed kho song noi.”

“Vay néu 6ng nha van con séng ndi thi sao?”

Sara Ansel noi, “Di nhién, trong vu nay toi khong phai la nguoi c6 quyen gop ¥ kién. Myrna muon
lam sao tly ¥ thoi, nhung toi thay lau nay anh chang Ed Davenport nay van choi tro ao thuat voi tién
bac ctia chdu Myrna day, y danh trao tién cua ¢ ndy sang quy tién ctia y. Toi chic chin 1a y c6 muu dd
gat cO ndy dé doat cua. Toi ma & dia vi cia Myrna thi ctr 1a biét tay.”

Mason hoi, “Thé con néu Ed Davenport chét?”

Sara Ansel liéc nhanh sang Myrna. Nang n6i that kh&, nghe khong rd, “Néu 6ng ay chét thi 14 thu s&
duoc giao cho bién 1y cuc, luc ay chang biét 1a s& xay ra chuyén gi 16i thoi nita.”

“Vay ba mudn lam gi?”

Sara Ansel giong xang, “Thu hdi 14 thu Ay ngay.”

Mason cudi, lic dau, “E rang viéc d6 t6i khong 1am ndi dau?”

“C6 gi ma khong 1am noi?”

“T6i khong thé 14y trom nd duge.”

Sara Ansel n6i, “Cai thu chtra toan nhirng chuyén vu khéng.”

Mason dap, “C6 diéu no dang 1a mot vat trong tai san ctia ong ta khi con séng.”

Sara Ansel hoi, “Thé con khi chét rdi?”

“Thi rd rang 1a 6ng Ay da yéu cau phai dem giao n6 cho Cyc canh sat.”

“Vay thi hién nay tht ca tai san 1a cla chung, c6 duogc la do tién cla Myrna, du trén thuc té thi 1au
nay Ed Davenport ctr lo trao 14n ngan quy dé gat thién ha, chang con ai biét duoc tién bac do dau ma
co.”

Nét mit ciia Mason hién rd vé cham chil. Sara Ansel noi tiép, “Vay gia du Ed chét that, thi Myrna
13 qua phy, ¢6 ta duoc quyén 1am chu tai san d6. Pang nhu vay khong?”

Mason noi bang giong than trong, dé chirng, “Pung nhu vay, nhung chi véi muc dich 1a quan 1y va
gifr gin tai san cho chinh quyén thoi.”

“Vay 1a Myrna c¢6 quyén 1am bé chi cai thu roi.”

Mason tuoi cudi noi, “Xin noi tiép.”

“Toi thiy néu ctr dé cai thu d6 lot vao tay canh sat va bién ly trong khi chinh Myrna lai chang biét
13 ndi dung bén trong c6 nhirng gi, toi thdy chang cong binh ti nao.’

Mason noi, “Di nhién la con tuy thudc rat nhiéu vao yéu t6 xem thir 14 thu d6 da duogc viét ra 1am
sao, hay noi cho dung hon, con tiiy ¢ thuc té 14 phong bi ghi giri dén dau: hodc giri dén canh sat dé ho
md ra truong hop ong ay chét, hodc giri cho o thu ky véi 101 cin din 1 ¢d nay phai giao cho bién 1y
cuc trong tinh huéng nhu thé.”

Sara Ansel hoi, “Vé mit phap 1y thi c¢6 gi khic nhau khong?”

Mason dap, “C6 thé khac chir. Hién tdi chua & vao tu thé thuin loi dé gop ¥ ngay voi.”

Ba Ansel dot ngdt bo ghé dung day, “Myrna, c6 dua chia khoa day cho t6i.”

Myrna lang 1& mo ban tay deo gang, trao cho ba nay mot cai chia. Ba Ansel budc lai, tha chiéc
chia khoa 4y 1én chiéc dia thuy tinh trén ban gidy ctia Mason. Ong hoi, “Gi day?”

Sara Ansel dap, “Chia khoa ctua van phong ¢ Paradise.”

“Ba mudn toi dung chia khoa nay dé lam gi?”

“Néu Ed Davenport chét, ching t61 muon 6ng thu hoi cai thu d6.”

“Nhitng 101 18 t6 cdo ciia ong ay c6 chut gi dung voi thyce té khong?”

“N6i bay khong a! Myrna hién lanh dén mot con kién ciing khong dam giét nira 1a. N6 dén day 1a dé
gitip Hortic chim séc bénh cho 6ng chi William Delano. Hai ¢ ndy lam viéc dén bé hoi tai. Hortic



chét ching qua 13 do 1am viéc qua bi mat stc do thoi.”

“Vay con 6ng William Delano?”

“Ong ay 0m gan chét da nhiéu thang trudc. Suy nhuge tim. Cac bac si cho biét 1a 6ng Ay chi con
song trong vong sau thang, vay ma ong song téi thang thtr muoi hai, néu khong vi chuyén Hortic bi chét
bat ngd nhu thé thi 6 ong ay con song 1au hon nita. C6 Hortic chét di khién ong ay suy sup han.”

Mason hoi, “Thé tai sao khong dé cho 14 thu kia c@r duoc chuyén di? Néu 101 t6 cdo cua 6ng Ed
Davenport 14 hoan toan v 1y thi tai sao khong lam cai viéc rat don gian 1a giai thich cho canh sat r3?”

Hai ngwoi dan ba dwa mit nhin nhau, anh mit ngdm mot ¥ gi ddy, nhung Mason khong hiéu duoc.
Ong nhan dinh, “Co sao dau?”

Sara Ansel néi, “Co diéu 1a sy thé hién nay lai khong don gian chat nao ca. Bao nhiéu yéu t6 ric
r6i qua.”

“Réc rbi ra 1am sao?”

“Co ké goi dién thoai cho nhan vién phap y. Pa nhiéu lan réi, dy 1a dién thoai gidu tén. Ké nay dé
nghi phap y giam dinh ky lai cai chét ctia Hotense Paxton. T4t nhién day 1a chuyén quay r01 thién ha
ctia dira vo cong rdi viéc thoi, trir phi d6 chinh 1a Ed Davenport. Nhung nhur vay ctng du rac r6i roi.’

Mason to ra nghi ngoi. Ong néi, “Ba Myrna nay 1a vo ciia ong Ed Davenport. Ong ay budc 01 ba ta
dau doc co6 Hotense Paxton thi c6 1€ s€ gy kho khan cho ba ta trong van dé thira ké sb tién néi trén -
ma theo t6i nghi, thi 6ng ay dang dung cach nay. Ba c6 nghi dén chd d6 khong?”

“Chung t61 co nghi t61, con Ed thi khong. Y khong nght suy gi rao, y chi lam theo ban nang. Lam
nhirng chuyén chang cd co s0 gi ca. Tai sao y lai di viét mot cai thu dién khung nhu vay, nhit 1 trong
lc biét minh ¢ thé lan ra chét bat ky?”

Mason ndi, “Cé thé 6ng ndy mic chirng bénh nhan cach bi hdn loan?”

“Y 14 tén khiing. Y 1am toan nhitng chuyén boc dong. Y dam giét ludn ca hai cd chau ching toi bat
ké luc nao khong chirng. Néu ¢ ¥ nghi chung t6i da ban chuyén véi ong thi y dam xudng tay ngay.”

Trong tri Mason bong ndy ra mot y dinh that nhanh. Ong néi, “T6i s& hop tac v6i hai ba lau dai.
Néu qua Ed Davenport chét that thi t6i s& co tim hiéu cho duoc ndi dung 14 thu néi nhing gi. Theo y
t0i, néu 1a thu 4y 1a tac pham do mot ké méic bénh tim than 1am ra thi t6i s& tra ctru lai, con néu su
viéc dién bién binh thudng thi toi xin giao 14 thu cho ba Davenport day. Néu nhu trong vu ndy c6 diéu
gi dang nghi ngd thi tdi s& chuyén giao 14 thu sang canh sat. Noi chung cong viée s& duoc tién hanh
thoa dang cho tit ca.”

Ba Ansel noi, “Gia ma 6ng biét duoc gi Davenport ndy. Y 1a dua ich ky, tang tang, hoan toan chi
biét t6i chuyén 1am an riéng, chi lo nghi tdi cac triéu ching nay kia, nhitng ¥ nghi riéng tu, ngoai ra y
lai con 1a mt tay rat xao quyét.”

Mason nhin xét, “Chinh ba ddu nhu d3 biét 6ng ay tir 1au.”

Sara Ansel xang giong, “Kha 1au roi. Toi da ndi cho Myrna biét chuyén nay, va thua luat su, toi
dau phai 1a dra con nit mé1 dé.”

Mason suy nghi mot lac kha lau. Dot ngdt, ong ndi vo1 Della Street, “Nay Della, c6 thao mot 14 thu
do ba Davenport ding ten, iy giao cho t61 dugc toan quyén dai dién cho ba trong moi cong viéc co
lién quan to1 tai san cua ba ta, hoac quyen thira ké, 61 duoc quyén ty xir 1y cac cong viéc néu xét ra la
dung trong su bao vé quyén thira ké cua ba. Truong hop nguoi chong ba nay chét - co nén nhic t6i
trong thu 1a ai cting rd hién nay 6ng nay dang 6m tram trong - thi t0i s& 14 nguoi dai dién vé mit phap
1y cho ba trong van dé dat dai va moi vi€c co lién quan to1. To1 1a nguoi dugc quyen lay danh nghia
va dai dién cho ba Davenport, xét ca vé ban chit hay hinh thtrc, t0i con duoc quyén lam bt ctr gi néu
xét thiy c6 loi ich nhat cho ba Davenport..”

Mason thoang nhin sang Myrna, “Ba c6 dong ¥ ky tén vao 14 thu nhu vay khong?”



Ba Ansel tra 101 thay, “Ong ctr yén chi 1a c6 chau toi s& ky thoi.”

Mason van tlep tuc nhin Myrna.

Sau ciing, Myrna nhin vao mat cua luat su, cét giong that khé, “Thua 6ng Mason, t0i dong y. Chong
to1 khong con thuong t61 nira. Ong 4 ay chi dé y den tién ctia toi va dang danh cap so tién d6. Ngay luc
nay, va ké tir lac nay 6ng 4y dang co doat hét so tién ctia toi, khién ching i roi s& chang con kha ning
dé lo liéu cong vieéc duoc.”

Sara Ansel nhin déng hd trén tay, hoi, “Thoi, con chd gi nira?”

Perry Mason khé gat dau, ra hiéu cho Della Street tién hai ba khach.



Chuong 2

Vira qua ba gid chiéu ngay hom a ay, nhan vién truc tong dai dién thoai cua lut su Perry Mason nhan
chuéng bao cho Della Street biét 1a co dién thoai duong dai & Crampton goi t6i, mudn gip Mason,
nhan manh 13 ¢6 viéc toi hé trong.

Perry Mason gt dau, ra hiéu cho Della Street va noi, “Nay Della, t6i s& nghe, nhung ¢ ciing nén
cung nghe ludn.”

Ong nhac can dién thoai. Khi tong dai nbi duong lién lac xong, 6ng nghe tleng cua ba Sara Ansel
dang cai nhau v6i ¢6 nhan vién dién dai, giong khan truong, buc tirc. Ong cat ngang, “Perry Mason
day, thua ba Ansel.”

Tiéng cua ba Sara Ansel, “Ay, sap dén gid roi nay! O ddy ching t6i dang bi ket ma ¢6 phu trach
tong dai ctia 6ng ctr quo quang méi...”

Mason chan lai, “Théi duoc, t6i nghe day. Co chuyén gi rac r6i khong?”

“Y chét rdi.”

“Ed Davenport?”’

“Phai.”

Im ldng mét luc, Sara Ansel noi tiép, “Vay la Myrna lanh hét moi chuyén. Y Vlet di chuc dé lai hét
tit ca gia san cho vo - tit nhién do 1a chuyén t61 thiéu ma y phai lam trong lac nay.”

Mason hoi, “Ong 4y mat vao lac nio?”

“Céch ddy mudi 1am phat thoi. Tir d6 dén gior t6i lo tim cach lién lac véi 6ng. C6 nhan vién dién
thoai cua ong thatla...”

“Vang, vang, toi hiéu. Thé con 14 thu ba co dé cap t6i?”

“Dia chi ¢ Paradise 1 & tai khic hém Crestvien Drive. Co thé dén d6 bang may bay Ty Nam —
hang khong di Chico. O Chico thué Xe roi di chung muoi tam cay s6 theo con (duong trai nhya rat tot.
Dia chi tim khong kho lam, nhung tt hon hét 12 ding hoi ai ca. Pi 1én d6 bang cach nay: Theo con
duong chinh trong thi tran roi ré trai sang duong Oliver. To1 ngang chd chan dbc thi 1€ 1én Valley
View roi di mot d6i, sau day ré trai mot 1an nira 1a dén hém Crestview Drive. Téi chd cudi cung, & vé
bén tay phai 14 d¢én noi.”

Mason hoi, “O trong nha hién khong c6 ai ca chi?”

“Chang con ai dau. Vao gid do thi ¢ thu ky cta y di nghi viéc. R6i ong s& thdy thoi. Xin 16i nhé,
hét con thoi gian dé néi chuyén réi. Xin chio lut su.”

Ba Ansel gic may nghe that manh tay.

Mason gac may dién thoai, nhin sang phia Della Street. Nang hoi, “Ong di Paradise?”

Mason git dau.

“Ong dy kién lam gi khi 1én t&i d6?”

“Pai dién cho cic quyén loi t6i uu ctia ba Ed Davenport.”

“Bang cach tim cho dugc cai phong bi 4y?”

“Co 1€ vay.”

“Roi 1am gi?”



“Lam gi thi con tiry & bén trong 1a cai gi, khi chung ta 1ay dugc phong bi a ay

Mudi phat sau, Della Street vao phong bao cho Mason biét 13 néu di bang may bay thang dén San
Francisco thi c6 thé d6n may bay Ty Nam - hang khong dé dén thi tran Chico luc bay gid ba muoi.

Mason noi, “Léy hai chd, Della nhé. Chuan bi nhanh 1én.”

Della Street hdi lai, “Hai ch?”

Mason gat dau, “Pung tudng t0i ¢6 ¥ dinh don thdn ddc mi nhay vao vu ndy ma ching can co
ngudi chig kién cho minh dau nha.”



Chuong 3

Chiéc may bay DC-3 bap bénh trén khong khi vurot khoi thi tran Marysville, ludt that thap qua cac khu
dan cu dugc danh ddu bang nhitng cum dén dién, qua nhitng canh dong lta phi nhiéu chim trong bong
dém r6i dén ving dén sang ruc cta thi tran Oroville. Sau ddy, may bay xudng that thip bay qua thi trin
Chico va luét vao bai dap.

Mot chiéc xe tic xi dua ludt su Perry Mason va Della Street vao trung tim thanh phd, tai day
Mason thué dugc mot xe du lich chay duong dai. Ho tim ra duong di Paradise va bat dau vuot con
doc dai hun hut.

Manh trang ha tuan téa anh sang that diu, chiéu 1o md canh ving qué. Della Street bat giac khé kéu
1én mot tiéng ngac nhién trudc quang canh ky 4o, lic con duong luon vong quanh by vie ciia mot
ngon nui 1ra d3 ngudi, khi hai ngudi nhin xudng 1ong vuc tham sau. Dudi xa, cac khdi phin thach hat
nhitng cai bong t6i den nhu muc.

Mason cho xe chay qua day ctra hang doc trung tam thi tran. Ong tim ra con duong, bé 1ai sang trai
va dé dang nhanra conré trai mot 1an nira.

Hai bén dudng xuat hién nhitng khu nha & xay theo 16i kién trtc hién dai rat bé thé, nam dudi bong
thong cao vt c6 tham co bao quanh. Trén tdm cao nay, bao 16p khoi swong tir dudi thung ling thap
dang 1én déu tan bién, va tuy c6 anh tring, nhirng ng01 sao van tda sang ruc ro.

Della Street hit vao mot hoi that sau. Nang néi, “Ong chu xem kia, khong khi ¢ day that trong lanh
va thom ngat mui nhya thong, trong tra pha 18. Khu gia cu kia trong xinh xin day chi?”

Mason khé gat dau. Della Street lai hoi, “Ong c6 nghi 14 noi 1am viéc cua Ed Davenport ciing xinh
xan nhu thé nay khong?”

“Mot phut nita s& biét.” Mason tra 101 vira bé tay 1ai sang trai.

Ho dén khic cudi ctia doan duong trai nhua, xe 1dn banh nghe lao xao qua mdt quing dudng san,
chay qua trudc mdt ngdi nha trong thanh lich c6 hang dau xanh, tiép d6, & cudi duong, ho r€ sang phai,
tién vao doan duong trai s61 bang qua mdt canh rung thong, mot bui trudng xuan ram rap, lo tho vai
ngon tao canh 1&. Lién day, xe dot ngdt tién vao hang hién phia mit tién ctia mot ngdi nha trong than
mat va 4m cling, tuy bén trong t6i om.

Mason tit miy xe, budc vong qua phia trudc xe va theo Della Street bude 16n hang hién.

Della Street hoi, “C6 1& nén bam chuéng?”

Mason git dau. Ngon tay mang ging ctia c6 thu ky an nut chudng. Tir bén trong reo 1én mot hoi
chudng lanh 1anh, cho mot luc, Mason néi, “Bam chuéng mdt 1an nita, sau d6 s& dung chia khoa.”

Co thu ky bam chudng lan thir hai. Khoang muoi gidy sau, Mason tra chia khoa vao 6 khoa. Chot &
khoa vang 1én mot tiéng cach khé, bat 1ui that ém. Mason xoay tay nim, canh ctra mé ra. Della Street
hoi, “Bay gid sao day? Dung dén bam hay 1a...?”

Mason bao nang, “Bat dén 1én. Dung dén bAm c6 nghia 14 vao nha mot cach trom 1én. Vao nha trom
1én ttrc 13 c6 ¥ dinh pham t0i. Della &, ké ra thi chung ta dang choi rat bai trong mot song bac gdm
nhitng tay choi ma minh it quen biét, ngay ca t6i liic ndo mdi hét van ciing chua duoc rd.”

Della Street ndi, “Nhung chiing ta d 15 dit tién coc qua 16n 16i?”



“Cai 4y thi qua 15.” Mason vira néi vira md mam tim nit bat dén trong nha.

Can phong khach bén ngoai lién sang ruc 18n, bay ra mot cai gia treo mil non bang gac nai va gb
truong xudn. Mot tam tham cua bo lac da do Navajo va hai chiéc ghé tho so khién canh bay bién trong
don so, chic chan. Mot tim guwong soi kho 16n loai ¢6 hinh bau dyc treo trén tudng. Thoang c6 mui
thudc 14 ndng hang sang phang phat, cho thiy nhu c6 nguoi & ddy hut bang ong diéu da bo di 1au ngay.

Mason budc vao cira tay trai, bat dén trong phong ¢ rong thénh thang. Della Street ndi got theo 6ng
di khip ngdi nha, 1an luot vao timg phong, & phong ndo nang ciing bat dén, téi mdt luc toan ngdi nha
mot tang dai hun hit déu sang trung. Nang hoi Mason, “Bay gio thi sao?”

Mason noi, “Bé ngoai, rd rang 1 chung ta dang lanh trach nhiém thay cho ba Davenport. Con bén
trong thi that ra 1a ching ta dang tim 14 thu hinh nhu duoc gidu kin & dau d6 trong ngdi nha niy. Van dé
12 tim & chd nao?”

Della Street ndi, “T6i thdy cong viéc ndy sao ma ky qua.”

“Sao?”

“Viét mot cai thu tinh giri cho nha chirc trach phong khi rti minh co chét, r6i lai bo 14 thu ndm phat
pho ¢ dau ddy ma chang quan tim thu xep sao cho 14 thu duoc chuyén di.”

Mason git dau. Della Street néi tiép, “C6 thé ong dy di lo viéc chuyén giao thu cii roi cling nén.”

“Pung nhu vay, va vi 1y do d6 ma bay gio day chung ta s& ra cong lung kiém, bat dau tai ban lam
vi¢c cua co0 thu ky trong can phong nay.”

Della Street néi, “Toi van chua vd 18.”

“Chung ta dang 1am theo nguyén vong, ding ra 1a theo sy din do cua thin chu. [t nhat ciing phai tim
cho ra ndi dung ctia thu Ay néi nhing gi.”

Mason kéo nhe ngin kéo cta chiéc ban sat, thay du loai gidy to vin phong, gidy than, va & ngin
cudi cung ong thay mot dong hd so day gom thu tir giao dich dung trong mot cap bia da c6 danh déu
luu trir. Ong nhin qua cac ngay thang ghi trén mot s6 thu, no1, “Co thu ky cua Ed Davenport hinh nhu
chang thay can sap xép hd so voi.

“Chac c6 ta dang chd nhan di hét thu tir réi moi sap xép sau cho khoi mat cong.”

Mason thir mé céc ngin ti bén phai, thdy ngin nao ciing déu dugc khoa.

“Della, c6 cai gitia mong tay ddy khong?”

“Ong chu dinh tim cach mo khoa day chac?”

Mason git dau. Della hoi, “Ong chu, ching ta c6 dugc phep nhin vao nhirng noi ay khong?”

“Sao lai khong? Chung ta dang tim gidy to cho ba qua phy hién con song chtr da chét dau ma lo.”

“To1 cam thay thé ndo Ay... clr nhu 14 dang dung cham t6i cudc sdng riéng tu ctia ai d6 vay.”

Mason cam cai gifia mong tay cta Della Street va bat ddu md. Vai phat sau, mot cai chot khé bat
I0i va cac ngian bén phai mo ra. Della Street ndi, giong ca quyét, “O ddy toan 1a d6 c4 nhan thoi.”

Mason ndi, “T6i biét, nhung ching ta dic biét co chil ¥ ling. .. cai gi ddy nhi?”

Della Street dap, “Chéac chin 1a mot cai hop c6 khoa.”

Mason lac cai hop va noi, “Hinh nhu trong nay chi c6 mot tai liu doc nhat. Dung la cai ching ta
dang can day roi. Nay Della, tuy thiy nét mat cua c6 c6 ve khong béang 10ng, tdi van bi tinh to mo thic
giuc qué roi, hét con dé dat nita. C6 c6 sin cai kep toc do khong?”

Della Street lic dau. Mason thir tra dau gifia ‘mong tay vao 6 khoa, noi, “Toi can cai bé hon cai
gifia nay. Mot sgi day thép con con ¢6 18& ¢ ich day.”

Della Street hoi, “C)ng hoc duogc cai thuat éy ¢ dau vay?”

Mason cudi, “Mot than chi day t6i hoc ddy. D6 1a 1& phi duy nhét t6i doi dé bién ho cho anh ta vi
bi két toi an cap.”

“Chiac ong da ctru anh ta dugce chir a?”



“Anh ta vo t0i.”

“Vang, t6i cling nghi nhu thé. T6i ctr doan mo 14 6ng hoc cach mé khoa theo 161 ham thy.”

Mason ndi, “Ciing ky, anh chang v toi that. M& 6 khoa 1a mot nghé vén cd tr cai qua khir gh€ g('rm
ctia anh ta day. A, & day c6 mot cai kep bang day kém loai tot. Bay gio chi can bé cong day, vay la..
clr viéc nhét vao dang dudi, quay that nhe, roi... a duoc r6i, Della.”

Mason mo nap hop, lay ra mot phong bi co ghl dong chit thau “Chi dugc m¢ trong truong hop to1
chét, chuyén giao cac gidy to bén trong dén nha chic trach dia phwong”. Bén dudi ky “Ed
Davenport”.

Della Street noi, “Ngai lut su o1, c6 18 6ng s& cho t61 dugc biét qua cac diéu 16 ¢ tinh chét k¥
thuat. Cai nay la thuc vao tai san cua nguoi qua phy hay la cua nha chire trach hodc 1a thude quyén so
hiru cua nguoi thu ky vi dé duge thay nam trong ban gidy cua co ta?”

Mason néi, “Ching ta can phai biét bén trong phong bi ndy c6 nhitng gi da, roi sau d6 moi giai dap
duoc cau hoi cua co.”

“Giai dap trude thi c6 18 hay hon diy.”

Mason cudi, lic dau, “Phai biét trong phong bi c6 nhitng gi mé&i xac dinh dugc trach nhi€ém cua
minh, Della a.”

Ong di xudng phong bép, d6 that ddy nudc vao mot 4m tra va bat 10 dién lén. Della Street ndi,
“Ong 1am nhu dang & nha riéng khong bang.”

Mason cuoi, “Thi chiang qua ciing 1a canh “Chod nudc soi thi 1au chin”, thé thoi. Co 18 ta nén luc
tim quanh thém do1 chut xem sao.”

Mason quay tré lai phong ngoai, luc khap ban gidy ctia Ed Davenport, xem k§ hd so, doc thu tir,
md hét cac ngin kéo ra. Della Street hoi, “Ong dang tim mot cai gi d6 phai khong?”

“T6i dang cb hinh dung cho dugc nhitng con ngudi ¢ day. Davenport tit nhién 1a rat tin tudng & cd
thu ky ctua minh. RS rang ¢6 ta la ke da thao 1a thu va ky vao cac ngan phiéu la mot ngan hai tram chin
muoi mot d6-1a tai ngin hang & Paradise. C6 mot s6 thu tir lién quan t6i van dé kinh doanh mo tai day.
Pang chu ¥ 13 trong khi ¢6 mot s6 thu dé giri cho ba Davenport thi lai ¢6 nhiing la thu cta ong Ay quy
dinh 5 14 vo Ong ta phai 1am hay khong duoc quyén 1am nhitng diéu niy viéc no.”

“Vayla...”

Mason tiép, “Rd rang 1a 6ng ta khong thém hoi y vo. Cac to gidy than dung danh may thu tra 1oi
cho thiy rat nhiéu lan cac thw giri di cting ngdy véi cac nhan.”

“C6 18 ong ta lién lac v6i ba bang dién thoai duong dai?”

“Gidy doi thanh toan dién thoai ca thang vira r6i chi ¢6 hai muoi ba d6-1a chin muoi 1dm xu, ké ca
tién thué lién bang.”

Della Street ndi, “Ma sudt thoi gian ndy ong ta cir nom ndp so ba vo tim cach hai minh, nén phai
bo di, dé roi chét mot cach rat w 1a tw nhién.”

Mason nhudng may. Della Street hoi, “Sao ong lam thé? Ong chu khong. .. khong cho rang... do
chang phai 1a mdt cai chét tu nhién hay sao?”

Mason hoi lai, “Sao lai khong?”

“Nhung ma, troi! Tai sao... thé thi ching ta dang 1am gi ¢ chd nay?”

Mason dép, “Chiing ta dang bao vé cac quyén loi t6i wu cta ba Davenport. Nhung hién tai con co
vai viéc chung ta khong 1am dugc. Ching ta khong thé phu 1ap tang ching hodc 1am hong cac tang
chirg, nhung ching ta ciing khong thé ndo biét that d6 c6 phai 1a tang ching hay khong cho téi ltc
ching ta duoc trong thdy no, diing khong, Della? Thoi, hay tién hanh. Toi chic 1a 4m nudc dang soi &
duéi roi.”

Mason quay tré lai phong bép. Rat can than, 6ng ho trén hoi nuéc néong dé mé phong bi di dugc



niém, cho tay vao trong, lay ra nhitng t& gidy va mé chung ra. Della Street bong nac 1én mot tleng kinh
ngac vira lic 4m nude dang soi reo Mason néi bang giong ming rd, “A, day roi. Sau to gidy trang,
hoan toan khong c6 mot chir nao.”

Co thu ky bén tro chit tai ndi trg bép nuc: trong khi mat van nhin to gidy trang, nang dua tay tat
bép 16 dudi am va hoi, “Co gi la khong?”

Mot Iac, nang hoi tiép, “Ong c6 nghi 1a c6 chir bi mat o trén day khong?”

Mason nhic am khoi bép dit sang mot bén, cam mot to glay dua trén mit 1o con do lra hong, ho
déu khap. Sau d6, 6ng nghiéng to gidy mit nay sang mit kia dé anh sang soi du cac goc. Ong noi, “Tat
nhién 1a c6 thé c6 chit bi mat, phai dung hoi 16din mdi doc ra. Nhung c6 diéu. .. khong dam néi 1a co,
ma ciing nguy néu bao 1a khong.”

Della Street no1, “Trén do1 nay sao lai ¢6 mét nguoi phi cong dén do de lai mdt phong thu, dan do
chi duwoc mé néu minh chét, trong khi thuc té chang c6 gi réo, ngoai ba to glay trang?”

Giong cua Mason kho khan, “Do 1a diéu chung ta phai im hiéu cho ra 18.”

“Ong chu bao sa0?”

“Trong van phong nay co ong keo nao khong, Della?”

Nang gat dau. Mason noi tiép, “Vay hdy dan phong bi lai. Trong tinh huéng ndy, t6t nhat 1a ding dé
lai d4u tay.”

Mason ho cho that khd nap phong bi & trén bép 10 con nong, quay tré lai van phong, than trong dan
phong bi va bo vao hdp c6 khoa, dat cai hdop vao trong ngan kéo tay phai. Della Street ndi, giong
ludng 1y, “Ong chu a, hinh nhu 6ng nghi... 1a...2”

Mason hoi, “La cac sy viéc dién ra sao ma khép v&i nhau qua, phai thé khong?”

“Q, qua nhu vay, theo mot chiéu hudng ndo diy.”

Mason no1, “Chung ro rang la khop voi nhau. Ed Davenport chét, roi.

Bdng trong phong c6 tiéng phu nit, “Cac ngudi dang 1am gi vay? Cac ngum la a1?”

Mason quay lai.

Mot thiéu nir kha xinh, dang hoi cao, dang dung ¢ cua vao. Bong c0 ta quay lung bo di, khong cho
nghe tra 101. Mason nghe tiéng chin chay, lién day o phong chinh ¢6 tiéng mit s6 dién thoai quay.

Mason nhin Della cudi, ong budc thang tdi ban giay, nhic can dién thoai 1én. Ong nghe giong ¢o
gai vura bo chay vang 1én ¢ dau day tiép ndi, “Tong dai, cho t6i lién lac véi Pon canh sat nhanh 1én.
C6 chuyén khan ddy. To6i 1a Mabel Norge, tai nha ctia 6ng Davenport & hém Crestvien Drive. Trong
nha dang c6 ké dén luc pha d6 dac. Moi canh sat dén ngay.”

Mason tha can dién thoai vao may. Ong nghe canh ctra ngoai dong lai that manh.

Della Street nhudng may, hoi, “Canh sat?”

Mason git dau, “Chirng nio ho dén day?”

“Tuy. Co 1€ khong lau.”

“Chung ta li¢u ma ra khoi day cha?”

“Q, tat nhién la khong. Ching ta phai ¢ lai dé noi chuyén véi ho.”

Mason chém ché ngdi xudng ghe sau ban lam viéc cua Ed Davenport, 6ng d6t mot diéu thude.

Della Street hoi, giong lo au, “Ong chu oi, sao khong dira bang 1ngo sau?”’

Mason dap, “Chlec xe chiing ta thué hién nay dang nim ngay dang trude. Chic chin 1 céi ¢ ban
niy da ghi s6 xe roi.

“Vi chiéc xe dang do ¢ do va dén van dé sang nén coO ta m&i vao mot cach am thAm nhu vay, co 1&
co ta di nhon got theo ngd hanh lang trong. Tinh co t61 nghe ¢6 ta xung tén qua may dién thoai: Mabel
Norge. Thu ky riéng cia Ed Davenport. Della a, dut khoat 1a chiing ta phai ¢ lai day cho. Trong tinh
hubng hién gio khong con cach nao khac. Boé chay diing vao luc nay thi 16 12 ¢6 ¥ thirc pham t6i.”



Della Street noi, “Noéi vay chir sao t6i thdy sy thé thé ndy c6 cai gi d6 nhu khong on.”

Mason noi, “Ching ta da lam moi viéc theo ¥ nguyén cua than chi. Bay gi¢ thi hay to ra doc lap tu
do hon di.”

“Y 6ng bao sao? Co phai ong...”

Hai ngudi nghe c6 tiéng coi hi vang & ngoai. Mason néi, “Canh sat dén noi roi. Phuc vu nhur thé 1a
tot 1dm. Della 3 a, c0 hay to ra im lang nhé, vi xemra canh sat co ve cudng cuong 1én roi ddy.”

Mot 14t, tiéng canh cira ngoai md ra, tiéng ngudi nodi chuyén, sau day 1a tiéng budc chan ning
chich. Mot gé dan Ong mang huy hi€u hinh cai khién trén c¢6 4o be, tay cam lam lam khau sting, than
trong tho dau vao va ho 1én, “Bit ho lai.”

Mason nga ngudi trong chiéc ghé xoay o sau ban gidy, lay diéu thudc trén miéng ra, nha mot hoi
khoi 1én khong va noi, “Xin chao cac ngai chuc trach. Xin moi vao day nghi cai da.”

Vién si quan canh sat van dimg V tai ctra. Sung thi san trén tay, 1én tiéng, “Cac nguoi 13 ai? Lam gi
o day?”

Mason dap, “Toi1 la Perry Mason, luat su. Xin gioi thi€u, day 1a Della Street thu ky cua t6i. Hién
gio 101 la dai dién phap ly cho qua phu Ed Davenport.”

Cb gai di theo ru 18n, “Ong ta chét? Ong ay chet r01 sao?”

Mason git ddu. Mabel Norge noi, “Vay 1a ong Ay da bi giét roi!”

Mason canh giac, “Suyt! C6 rd 13 vira bi xtic dong, nhung ding c6 la 16i nhur thé.”

Vién si quan canh sat hoi, “C)ng l1a dai dién cta ba Davenport?”’

“Vang.”

“Co glay lly quyén khong?”

“Ba ay dua cho t61 giay uy quyen va chia khoa ¢ day.”

Mot cach than nhién, Mason 14y thu ra trao cho nguoi canh sat. Ong ndy nhin c6 gai, “Biét hai
nguo1 nay khong, co Norge?”

C6 gai lac dau. Mason hoi, “Chac c6 1a thu ky riéng ctia ong Davenport.”

Co gai tra 101, “T6i 1a Mabel Norge, thu ky cta ong Ed Davenport. Trudng hop 6ng ay chét, toi. ..
toi c6 vat can giao cho 6ng si quan canh sat day.”

“Dling thé.”

Co gai noi, “Ong Davenport di ludng trudc vu ndy.”

“Vu gi?”

“Ong 4y bj muu sat?”

“Bi muru sat?”

Giong ¢d gai trd nén buc tirc, “Dung nhu thé. T6i s& trao cho 6ng si quan diy du bing ching dé
chirg minh diéu y.”

Mason giuc, “Vay c6 hay ctr giao cho ong ta di.”

Co gai budc téi ban gidy ctia ngudi thu ky. Mason chan lai, “Khoan, chd mot chat. Co dinh lam gi
nao?”

“Lay vat t6i dinh giao cho dng si quan canh sat.”

Mason mim cudi, lic dau, noi giong qué trach, “Khong duogc, khong duge dau.”

“Ong bao sa0?”

“Co khong duoc cham t6i bat cr vt gi ¢ trong can nha ndy.”

“Con ong thi da té1 day va da cham to1 cac tha.”

Mason hoi lai, “Sao lai khong? T6i 1a dai dién cho ba vo nguoi chét kia ma. Ba éy la cht cia mot
nira tai san mot cach tuyét d6i. Con phan nira kia ba 4y s& duoc hudng theo quyén thira ké.”

“Sao Ong... Ong...”



“Binh tinh nao.”

Vién si quan canh sat cho sting vao bao, noi, “Bay gio xin hdy lam rd vu nay. Chuyén ra sao?”

Mabel Norge néi, “Ba ay da glet chong Ong chong da biét 1 ba vo tim cach giét minh nén da dé
san mot phong thu 1am bang ching td cdo.’

Mason hoi, “Cb bao sao, 6ng ay c6 dé lai mdt phong thu?”

“Ong 4y d3 giao cho t6i.”

“Va bao co gilt?”

“Bdo t6i rang néu 6ng Ay chét, thi toi s& mo 14 thu va tim cach bao cho cuc canh sat 15.”

“Thé c6 c¢6 md 14 thu trude ngély ong ay chét?”

“Duong nhién la khong roi.”

“Co khong biét trong Ay co gi?”

“Ay cai do thi... ong ay chi n61 vo1 to1 thoi.”

“Ong ay c0 noi cho ¢o biét trong phong bi c6 gi khong?”

“Ong ay bao v6i t6i rang... Ay, ong ay n6i cho toi biét 12 6ng da ludng trude viéc minh s& chét bat

Mason néi, “Di nhién thdi. Ong ay bi huyét ap cao, chirng nghén dong mach. Toi nghi 13 6ng ta con
dau than nita. Cac bac si da cho biét 1 6ng ta s& chét bat ky. Vi thé nén viéc c6 ngudi lo toan chuan bj
nhu vay thi t6i thiy ciing 13 ty nhién thoi.”

“Nhung ai lai chuan bi cai thu nhu thé. Y t6i muén noi 1a ong Ay khong dé tam dén chuyén kia
dau.”

“Sao co biét?”

“Chinh 6ng dy n6i thé.”

“Ong ta n6i sao?”

“Ong ta n6i voi t6i rang néu ong chét, thi t6i c6 nhiém vu mé phong bi va chimg kién tn mét canh
sat 1ay ra gidy to bén trong, néu ai tim cach doat phong thu khi ong ta con séng thi toi phai hily ngay.”

“Noi cach khac, thi 6ng ay hoan toan kiém soat cai thu?”

“Khi con song, vang.”

“Con nhu 6ng 4y mudn ¢b trao thur lai cho ong ta bat cir lic no, thi ¢6 ciing 1am nhu vay ngay tirc
thi?”

“Tét nhién thoi. Thu cta ong ta co ma.”

Mason hoi, “Thu & dau?”

Toan cho Mason biét chd 14 thw, nhung nghi sao ddy, c6 thu ky cua Ed Davenport noi, “Lic ndo
can, toi sé& 1ay.”

Mason ngap, noi, “Toi chic 1a cO s& lay thoi. Pugc roi, 6ng si quan, dé nghi ching ta hay chim dut
¢ day, va theo hién tinh, do thyuc té 1a c6 Norge bao & day co mot la thu voi n01 dung t6 céo, nén toi
thay tot hon cé 1a khong cho phép ai duoc dem bat cir d6 vat gi ra khoi noi nay.”

Mabel Norge noi mot cach cuong quyét, “Ching t6i s& chuyén giao phong thu dy. T6i s& md phong
thu ngay bay gio va giao cac gidy to bén trong cho Ong si quan day.”

Mason mim cudi, “O, khong, cd khong duoc phép 1am nhur thé.”

“Ong bao sa0?”

“Thoi gian lam viéc ctia ¢b ¢ tai ddy vay 1a dd cham dut ké tir lac 6ng Davenport chét. Co 1a nhan
vién 1am viéc cho 6ng ay, dai dién cho 6ng ay. Ong ay chét tirc 1a thoi gian 1am viée ciia ¢6 ¢ day ciing
hét. Di nhién 1a c6 s& hudng tién cap bu, nhung khong duoc dung cham vao bat ctr vat gi ¢ day ca.”

Vién si quan n6i, “Khoan da. Toi khong ranh luat, nhung t6i khong mudn thay tang vat bi mat.”

Mason ndi, “Di nhién 14 nhu vay r6i. Pé nghi ong hiy khoa hét cac canh cira lai, va vi co6 Norge



hién nhién 13 c6 mot cai chia khoa riéng...”

Co gai noi, “Ong vao day bang cach gi?”

Mason dap, “T6i da noi voi co 1a t6i ¢6 chia khoa co ma. Chia khoa 4y 1a ctia ba Davenport giao.”

“Khong 1am gi ¢ chuyén ba ay giao chia khoa cho 6ng. Téi tin chic nhu vay.”

Mason cuoi, “Thua ong si quan canh sat, nhu thé thi 6 1a ba Davenport khong chiu giao chia khoa
cho t61 13 vi ¢6 nay ndi ba iy khong bao gid chiu 1am nhu vdy. Thé hoa ra toi khéng thé dung chia
khoa dé vao ddy. Vay 12 toi khong co mat ¢ day. Vay xin hdy coi nhu to1 khong ¢6 mat.”

Vién si quan canh sat, “Néu nhu 6ng 4y c¢6 dé lai mot birc thu ddn mo ra trong truong hop ong ay
chét, thi 14 thu co thé g1up ching ta tim ra nguyén do vi sao dng ay chét. Vay nén 1ay thu d6 dé giao
sang cho bién Iy cuc.”

Mason néi, “Cai chinh yéu la chéng mot ai ro cai thu c6 tb céo ai khong, hodc cho théy mot dau
hiéu gi ddy. Phong bi 4y c6 thé c6 dung mot ban di chiic giri cho ai day.”

Vién si quan néi, “Vay hdy lay n6 ra xem. Ong 13 dai dién cho ba vo. Co thu ky c6 mat ¢ day. Toi
dai dién cho phap luat. Chung ta hay xem phong bi nhu thé ndo.’

Mason ndi, “Khong ai dugc quyén mo phong thu iy cho dén khi nao c6 sy doéng ¥ clia nguoi vo.’

Vién si quan ndi véi1 Mason;

“Hay cho xem da. Ong c6 thai do that kho hop y nhau.”

“Cai d6 1a tiy & cach 6ng xtr 1y theo phap ludt. Xin dugc biét quy danh?”

“To1 1a Sidney Boom, & phong Quéan trudng. Dia hat nay khong thudc 1i€n bang. Pay 1a dia hat ctia
quan.”

Mason no6i, “Tét thoi. Nao, 6ng mudn xtr 1y cong viée theo phap ludt hay khong?”

“Tat nhién 1a t6i mudn xir 1y theo phap luat.”

“Dugc. Xet Vé tai san c4 nhan thi ddy 13 tai san chung cua hai vo chdng, nguodi qua phu con sdng
cO mdt nira quyen lo1 duvong nhién trong do. Bay gid hay trude day cung vay thoi. Gio thi tai san la
ctia ngudi vo. Phan nira kia 13 ctia ba ay theo luat thira ké. Vé mat ki thuat ba ay duoc quyén thira ké
ngay tir bay gio, nhung chua ¢ hiéu lyc ma phai cho cho dén khi dugc toa 4n xac nhin va cac moén ng
dugc thanh toan”

Sidney Boom noi, “Ay, luat 1¢ thi t6i khong nam virng cho lam nhung ¥ t6i mudn giai quyet cho
xong thoi. Néu ¢ day ma co bang chirng hién nhién thi t61 dau mudn c6 chuyén phién phtrc nay.”

Mason ndi, “Diém chu yéu 1 nhur thé. Mat khac, néu phong bi kia khong phai 1a mot bang chung cu
thé ma 14 mot mon tai san 16n, thi toi yéu cau dugc dam bao rang khong ai dem no ra khoi noi nay.”

Sidney Boom néi, “Lam sao t6i biét duoc phong bi kia, cai phong bi chi dugc mo ra néu ong
Davenport chét di, lai chang phai 1a chiic thu? Hay d6 c6 thé 1a gidy ching tir chuyén nhuong ma ong
ay mubn giao cho co thu ky.”

“Biét dau d6 14 tién mat ciing nén.”

“Thoi, cach tot nhat dé rd bén trong c6 gi 1a ctr viéc md phong bi ra xem.”

Mason n6i, “Mit khac, biét ddu c6 mot cai gi do rat u hé trong ddi v&i toan bo di san, can phai
duogc gitt kin.”

“Nhung 6ng éy trao cho ¢6 thu ky cai thu kia ma?”

“Thi do la chd té nhi day. Ong 4 ay dau co cho. Ong ay chi giao ¢6 thu ky gitr tho. Ong ta khong cho
14 thu Ay. C6 ta cling d xac nhan rang bat cr lic nio ong Ay can lay n6 thi c6 ta phai trao lai ngay co
ma.”

Mabel Norge ndi, “T6i khong ¢ ¥ noéi nhu vay. Téi mudn ndi rang ong 4y da giao cho t6i 14 thu dé
dua cho nha chirc trach néu 6ng ay chét.”

Mason hoi, “Ong ay c6 ndi 1a dem cho nha chirc trach cai thu d6 khong?”



“NO chi dugc mé trong trudng hgp ong ay chét.”

“Ong ay khong noi 1a cho nha chirc trach cai thu d6 chi?”

“Ay toi ciing chang nhd mot cach chinh xac nhiing 101 ong 4y noi.”

“Pay diy.”

Mabel Norge vira tro tay vé phia Della Street va noi, “Co iy dang ghi kia. C6 4y dang ghi hét
nhitng diéu chung ta noi.”

Mason ndi, “Cé gi phan d6i khong?”

“T6i khong cho rang lam nhu vay 12 t6t.”

“Tai sa0? C6 mudn stra d6i mot sé diéu chung ta dang néi, khi c6 da c6 dip suy nghi rdi sa0?”

“Tbi thay 6ng dang so that.”

“Pau phai chi minh ¢6 nghi nhu vay.”

Vién si quan canh sat van khing khing,

“Lam thé cling dau co gat di van dé bang chimg. To6i khong rd chuyén gi dang xdy ra O day, nhung
6 nhan vién nay noi rang ¢ mot cai phong bi phai mé ra trong trudng hop ong Ay chét, va trong
phong bi a ay c6 nhirng tin tirc ¢6 thé dan toi. .

“Téi chd tom duoc ké da pham tdi vao th muru sat ong ay.” Mabel Norge néi bang giong cuong
quyét.

Mason héi, “Co khang dinh rang ong ay bi muu sat.”

“C6 thé 1 nhu vay.”

“Nhung c6 khong nam chac?”

“T6i cam chic mot diéu 1a ong ay da luong rang minh c6 thé bi nhu vay.”

“Co ciing biét rang vao luc bay gio ong iy dang dugc mot bac si lo diéu tri bénh, ding vay
khong?”

“Vang, dang nhu vay.”

“Va ¢ cling biét 6ng 4y dugc bac si cho biét 1a tinh trang huyét 4p cao va cac mach nhu thé, thi
ong ay co thé chét bat ky ltic nao?”

“Ong ay khong hé tam su voi toi Ve nhitng chuyén riéng tu.”

“Thé ong Ay c6 tAm sy gi voi co vé ba vo ctia 6ng khong?”

“Ay... cling khong hin nhu vay.”

“Thé c6 dau biét co gi trong 14 thu ngoai cach suy dién thoi?”

“Thi t61 biét diéu ma t6i nghi 13 thé ndo cling c6 trong 14 thu Ay. Chiing ta s& thiy ngay by gid.”

Sidney Boom hoi, “La thu dau?”

Mabel Norge dap, “Trong ban lam viéc cua tdi. Trong hop sit c¢6 khoa.”

“Lay cai hop ra day.”

Mason n6i, “Khoan. Cach lam viéc nhu thé that khac thuong, va khong hop véi luat phap chat nao
ca.”

Vién si quan canh sat n6i, “Toi 1am thé 1a dé cau may thoi. Toi co dinh canh chung khong cho ¢6
ndy 14y bat clr d6 vat gi ¢ ban 1am viéc ngoai céi thu d6 ra. Nhung qua néu trong hop dy c6 mot cai
thu thi t6i mudn bao dam 1a khong c6 chuyén gi xay ra lam hu hong cai thu do. T61 khong biét ong 1a
ai, nhung rd rang ong 1a dai dién cho ba qua phy. Ong ra tay qua nhanh day.”

Mbi né nu cudi dé co cam tinh, Mason ndi, “Va c6 18 toi da 1am dugc mot viéc tot. Toi dang gin
gilr cd mot gia san ma.”

“Ong mudn néi gi?”

Mason git dau hudng vé phia Mabel Norge; liic ndy co ta dang loay hoay mé ngian hoc bén phai.
Ong hoi, “Hoi ndy co dinh lam gi & day?”



Sidney Boom néi, “Co ta lam viéc & ddy co ma.”

“Lam viéc ban dém a?”

Vién si quan cau miy, “Nay, c6 cho biét 14 luc ndy co lam gi ¢ day vay?”

Mabel Norge dap, “Téi... toi dang 1ai xe tat qua thi trong thiy nha c6 anh dén.”

Mason héi, “C0 14i xe di dau thé?”

“Chi di tat qua tho1.”

Mason nhic nhé, “Pay 1a con dudng cut nhé.”

“Ay, t6i... phai rdi, toi chi l4i xe tat qua thoi. Toi...”

“Co c¢06 vao trong nay khong?”’

Co gai stng s6, “Mic md gi toi ong?”

Mason noi, “Thay chua. Co nay di cO mat ¢ day. C6 ta viéc gi ma phai co mat ¢ day? Co6 dau co
cong viée gi dé lam vao céi gio d6. Luc 4 ay co lam gi nao?”

Vién si quan néi, “Kia kia, chuyén lai réi tim lum r6i. Toi khong mudn chen vao ba cai chuyén 16i
tho1 nay dau nhé.”

Mason né6i, “Chinh 6ng sap gip ‘chuyén 161 tho1 day. Néu o ong cdy quyén ma dung cham vao bat cu
d6 vat gi ¢ trong ngdi nha nay, ong at bi chuyén 16i thoi ngay.”

Sidney Boom dén dirng canh Mabel Norge, n6i, “Toi khong mudn c6 dung cham vao cac do vat gi
ca, trur cai thu do thoi.”

“Nao, thu dau?”

Mabel Norge néi, “Trong cai hop c6 khda noi1 ngan kéo nay.”

“Puoc rdi, bay gio thi toi sé dich than 1y cai thu 4y ra.”

Mabel Norge vira md ngin kéo vira noi, “Hop bi khoa rdi!”

Sidney Boom nang hop 1€n, no1, “Pau co bi khoa.”

“Tbi tudng thé chir. Pang 1y ra thi phai khoa co.”

Boom m¢ cai hop, nhin phong bi. Mason noi, “T61 khuyén 6ng chd dung vao phong bi.”

Boom nhin cai phong bi trong hdp, sau d6 thong tha dong nap lai.

“Theo y 6ng thi nén xir 1y cai ctia ng nay nhu thé nao?”

Mason dép, “Thi cit dem ndp cho toa, coi nhu do6 1a mot phﬁn trong toan bo di san.”

“Sau ndy c6 chuyén gi rac r6i khong?”

“Sao ma tranh khoi.”

“Theo 6ng thi toi cAn phai. ..

Mason dap, “Dung nhu Vay roi. Khoa hop lai, dem lén toa. Yéu cau ngai tham phan & toa chimg
thye di chuc, ré1 mo no ra trudce sy chimg kién cuia cac nhan vién dinh thué thira ké.”

Mabel Norge gidm chan, nudce mat chay, t6 vé thit vong, “Ctr mo di, rd kho.”

MEit ctia Mason khong roi mat cua vién si quan canh sat. Ong noi, “Gia nhu trong hop nay day ap
tién, c6 thé toan 1a gidy bac mot ngan do-la 6ng Davenport mudn danh biéu ¢6 thu ky riéng trong
truong hop ong ta chét, thi tinh sao? Ong c6 muén chiu trach nhiém vé viéc mo phong bi, yéu cau toa
xac thuc di chiic va mot nhin vién dinh thué thura ké nao ddy sé& tin 101 6ng khai bao vé sb tién & trong
do khong? Gia nhu ho tuyén bb 1a ong da lay mat hai to' mot ngan do-la thi sao? Ong ciing thira biét
luat phap quy dinh nhu thé ndo dbi voi tw sat an toan roi. Ong khong dam mo cai tu sat d6 dau. Ngay
c4 ngan hang ciing cha d4m 1am chuyén Ay nita kia. Cai hc_)p ndy can phai dugc niém phong cho dén khi
md ra c6 su chimg kién ctia nhan vién dinh thué thira ké.”

Sidney Boom quay sang Mabel Norge, “Ding nhu thé day.”

Co gai stg s6, “Ong quan tri roi!”

Khuén mit cia nhan vién canh sat dé trng. Mabel Norge tan cong tiép, “T6i bao cho ong ta biét 1a



vo clia 6ng ay c6 am muru giét chong. Ong ta d3 biét chuyén nay. Trong phong bi ¢ bing chimg cho
thay 12 ba con lién quan tdi mot vy khac nira.”

Mason nhtin vai, “Thua ong si quan. Pay 1a trach nhiém cua 6ng. Toi nghi rang 6ng phai gitr 1oi
cam két.”

Vién canh sat do du. Mabel Norge tiép, “Cur viéc mo no ra. Ong khong thay 13 ong ndy chi 1a co
viéc noi khong thoi, ong ta ¢ tim cach dé can khong cho 6ng niam ldy bang chirng ma 6ng Davenport
rat mudn 6ng nam lay sao?”

Vién si quan canh sat nhit phong bi 1én.

Mason noi, “Khoan da. Ong dirng nghe t6i gop v kién vé van dé ludt phap. Ong cling dirng nghe c6
ndy. Ong c6 sin bién 1y tai dia phuong day. Hay dién thoai cho 6ng dy. Hoi ¥ kién xem can xtr 1y vu
ndy nhu thé nio?”

Boom néi, “Y kién hay day.”

Ong ta budc t6i may dién thoai. Mason noéi, “Toi dé nghi 13 phong bi nay chi dugc mo ra trudce sy
churng k1en cua nhan vién dinh thue thira ké. Toi ciing dé nghi nhu vay néu 6ng c6 ¥ ngd e s& co chuyén
16 thoi rac réi xay ra, va cc gidy to trong phong bi dung lam bang chimg nay phai dugc bao quan
theo luat phap quy dinh.”

“Ong bao sao, bao quan theo luat phap?”

Mason n6i, “Phong bi 4y & trong mot cai hop c6 khoa. Hay 1y nd ra, dem bo vao ti st an toan.
Nhung 6ng phai rat than trong, dimg dé bat cir ai dung t&i 1am hong phong bi day.”

Mabel Norge ndi, “Pung dé 6ng nay du 6ng quén ca viéc thi hanh trach nhiém. Toi khong thich d6i
co vo ich. Theo y 61, t6i rat tan thanh viéc ong 1ay phong bi dem giao ndp cho bién 1y quin, mién sao
than trong khong dé cho ke vo tham quyén mo ra 1a duge.”

Boom néi, “Puoc 16i, dé t6i néi chuyén véi bién ly.”

Vién si quan canh sat nhic may dién thoai, quay so va sau d6 noi chuyén voi vién bién 1y.

“T6i 1a Sidney Boom, si quan canh sat quan. T6i hién dang lam viéc tai Paradise. Xin 16i di lam
phién 6ng vao gio dém hom nhu thé nay, nhung hién t6i dang gip mot van dé gay go. To6i dang ban
chuyén voi mot ludt su c6 mit & ddy 1a dai dién cho mot di san — 6ng Ed Davenport da chét. Tai van
phong ctia 6ng Ed Davenport hién c¢6 mot cai thu, thu nay chi duoc phép mo trong truong hop 6ng ay
chét. Ong luat su dai dién cho ba qua phy noi rang khong ai dugc quyén md thu Ay trir phi c¢6 sy ching
kién cia mot nhan vién dinh thué thira ké... Khong a, cai thu 6 khong ghi noi gui den la Cuc cénh sat.
Ngoai bi chi von ven mot cau: “Chi duoc mé trong trudng hop i chét, va cac gidy td bén trong phai
dugc giao cho nha chirc trach’.”

Mabel Norge ndi, “Hay ndi voi ngai bién 1y rang ong ay da trao cai thu d6 cho t6i va t6i hién dang
lam chu nd.”

Mason néi, “Co6 dau co lam chu céi thu do. N6 chi ¢ trong ban lam viéc cua c6 thdi. Ma thoi gian
lam viéc ctia o6 dd chAm dut roi.”

Mabel quic mat, gian dir, “Xin 6ng im di cho! T6i cim dng 1am roi!”

Mason ndi vo1 c6 gai, “Co 1€ dung day.”

Mabel Norge noi voi Boom, “Ong hily noi voi ngai bién Iy rang cai cd c6 mat & ddy dang ghi chép
tat ca nhitng 15i phat biéu.”

Boom bao ¢6 gai, “Suyt! Dé toi nghe nao.” ‘

Boom nghe dién thoai mét luc, sau day noi, “Luat su day 1a Perry Mason.. . O, 6ng co nghe tiéng
ong nay?... Ay, ké ra nghe ciing kha quen thudc... Ping nhu vdy. Ong nay noi la khong phan d6i viec
cat gifr phong bi trong hop co khoa kia va xin giao cho ngai bao quan trudce sy ching kién ctia toa an
va nhan vién an dinh thué, ong ta tin rang trong d6 c6 tién... Vang.”



Boom gic may. Mason ndi, “Ong Boom 4, tat nhién 13 chiing t6i mudn yéu ciu c4 nhan ong lan ca
vé mit chinh quyén chiu trach nhiém vé chuyén nay.”

“Puogc. To1 xin chiu trach nhiém.”

“Ong mang céi hop vé va giao ndp cho ngai bién 1y.”

“Tbi xin lanh trach nhiém giao cai hop dén tan tay ngai bién 1y.”

“Ong ¢6 y dinh giao ndp ngay?”

“Khong phai ngay tirc khic. Toi con co viée can giai quyét & ngoai ndy. Mai toi s& giao ndp cai
hop cho ong ay. Ong 4 ay bao 1a ngiy mai thi dong y. Nhung gid tdi phai lo biao quan dé tranh xay ra
chuyén gi ray ra luc nay.”

Mason noi, “Vay thi tot. Toi khong tan thanh viéc 6ng giit cai hop, nhung néu 6ng van ctr doi gitr
cho dugc thi tdi mong 6ng hily quan tam khong dé cho mot ai mg.”

Boom néi, “Vay thi dé t6i mang no6 theo. Bay gio dé cho rd rang ngay chinh, t6i xin dng mot tim
danh thiép, nhd ong khong phai la nguo1 dai dién chinh thie cua ba qua phu thi sao... Ua, ma 6ng la
ludt su, khoi phai nhic dén linh vic chuyén mon gium 6ng lam gi.”

Mason cat giong vui vé, “Dung thoi, khoi can phai lam thé. Tam danh thiép? Co day!”

Vién si quan canh sat kep nach cai hop, quay tré ra xe.

Mabel Norge néi, “T61 xin di voi O6ng.”

Cho cho t6i ltc canh cira dong manh lai roi, Della Street méi ngang 1én nhin Mason. Ong noi,
“Nhic 4m tra xudng. Nhan day c6 c6 thé 14y mot manh vai lau nhe dé bao dam 1a s& khong con luu lai
mdt dau van tay ndo & day, ciing can lam bong cac nit 10 1udn nhé. Nhitng cai d6 ho lai nghi téi trudce
khi tién hanh diéu tra ki day.”

Della Street budc le vao bép. Mot lat sau, nang quay tré ra va ndi, “Xong xudi ca roi.”

“Tét nhé, chung ta hiy tat hét dén va dé y nhu thé.”

“Ong chu &, ¢6 thu ky luc ndy co y dinh dy 6ng Sidney Boom m6 phong thu day.”

Mason dap, “Chua déu. Della nay, van dé cha yéu cua ching ta 13 giit y nguyén phong bi nhu the
cho to1 Iac keo kho han. Néu ho s dén hoi som thi s& kip nhan ra 1a phong bi d4 bi ho noéng dé mo roi
dan lai lién ngay.”

“Ay, c0 ta s& du g canh sat ndy mé phong bi day.”

“Chua dugc. Phai cho ga gap ong bién ly quan cai da.”

“Ong tin chic ddy chi?”

Bong chudng dién thoai reo 1én pha bau khong khi yén lang. Mason ddo mét nhin Della Street.

Dién thoai reo 1én 14n thtr hai.

Della Street hoi, “Nghe chir?”

Mason khé git dau, “Co nghe di. Ctr t6 ra binh thudng than nhién thoi. Xem ai goi roi moi tra 1oi
nhe.”

Della Street nhac may, goi “A 16”.

Im ling mot luc, nang khé dap: “Vang”. Che tay trén dau ong noi, nang noi voi Mason, * ‘O
Bakersfield goi, chd tram dién thoai ngoai. Ho dang bo xu vao may déy.”

Mason hot, “Nghe xung tén ho gi khong?”

“Chi nghe Bakersfield goi theo hé thong tiép lién.”

Bdng Della Street bo tay khoi dau dng noi va goi, “A16.”

Thoang gidy 1at, khuén mit nang hién vé simg sbt. Nang chup le cay but chi, ghi that voi trén giay.
Pua mat nhin vé phia Mason, d6i mat ddy vé ngac nhién, nang noi, “A 16. A 16... A16!... Tong dai,
dau day hinh nhu bi mét lién lac rdi.”

T6i dang ndi chuyén voi Bakersfield day ma... C6 chac chan nhu vay chir?



Nang dat nhe 6ng tay vao may. Mason héi, “Co chuyén gi vay?”

“Tbi vira lén tiéng “A 16 thi nghe giong dan 6ng ¢ dau day. Pién thoai goi theo hé thong tiép lién
tai tram dién thoai & Bakersfield. Nguoi nay noi: “Bai mo-t6 Thai Binh Duong. Sau Bernardino,
phong 13” roi dirt han. Toi chic 1a minh bi ho bo lung théi. Tong dai cho biét 1a dau goi tu v gac
may.”

“Pd quy! Ga khong xung tén ho gi ca sao?”

“Khong a. Chi nghe giong dan 6ng.”

“Goi bang hé thong tiép lién?”

“Vang.”

Mason dirng bat day khoi ghé, rao budc trén san nha.

Della Street dua mat nhin 6ng to vé lo. Nang hoi, “Néu Mabel Norge xti dugc gi Sidney Boom ay
mo phong thu thi ¢6 gi rac roi khong a?”

Mason no1, “Lic &y danh chiu vay. Phong bi da bi mo thi nguoi ta s€ cho rang toi da 1ay mat nhitng
t& khai bang chimng, ké ra nhirng chuyén nghl ngd, két luan va quy két toi vi tin rang toi dd hiy ching
va thay vao d6 bang nhirng to gidy trang.”

Della Street hoi, “C6 ai c6 kha ning biét dugc phong thu di bi mé bang hoi néng?”

“Tat nhién 13 c6. Chi can phan tich chét keo trén nap bi s& thiy d6 1a keo lo, khong phai 14 chat keo
dic biét dung trén nap phong bi dé tim udt khi can dan lai.”

“Luc do thi sao?”

“Ttrc khic ho sé& to cdo. Chung ta s& phai trinh dién tai mot dia phuong chang ai quen biét ma con
bi tinh nghi, chinh quyén dia phuong c6 thé ap dung bién phép d6i v4i hanh vi bi tinh nghi.”

Della Street mim cudi, “Ching ta bi bat 1a chuyén nghe phién qua.”

Mason ndi, “VAy ma chinh t6i c6 thé bi day.”

“Vay co nén...?”

Dién thoai lai reo. Mason git dau ra hiéu cho Della Street. Nang nhic dng nghe, “Nghe day...
Vang...”

Dua ban tay che 6ng n6i, nang néi vd1 Mason, “Thua ong, xin moi 6ng nghe dién thoai & Fresno
g0i.”

“Xem ai goi day.”

“Ai ddy a?” Della Street hoi. Nang nhin 1én “Ba Davenport.”

Mason gat dau. Della Street trao may cho 6ng. Mason ndi, “Téi nghe day.”

“Luat su Perry Mason phai khong a?”’

“Vang, t01 day.”

“Xin cho. C6 ba Davenport goi.”

Mot lac sau, Mason nghe ding giong deu déu khong c6 am sic ciia Myrna Davenport, “Thua 6ng
Mason, that 13 bi nham kinh khing. Ong Ay mat rdi.”

“Ai mat?”

“Nha t61.”

“Ba Sara Ansel di cho t6i hay chuyén nay. Ong 4y mét vao ltc chiéu nay va... Khoan, c6 phai ba
dinh n61 nhu vay khong?”

“Khong, 6ng ay da mat Ong ay da bién di dau mat that su.’

“Ba mudn néi 1a 6ng ay khong chét?”

“Pung vay, thua 6ng, v toi 1a nhu vay. Ong 4y khong chét. Chang bi ai giét ca. Chi bién di dau mat
thoi.”

“Pi dau?”



“T6i khong biét a.”

“Pi1 bao gio vay?”

“Khong rd Itc ndo. Leo 18n xe r6i bién mét ludn.”

C6 kim him con byc. Mason noi, “Chuyén vé van gi thé nay? Ba cd tinh tri hodn chuyén gi day?
Ba Sara Ansel 1o rang di néi vé6i t6i rang Ed Davenport da chét. Chuyén niy xay ra vao khoang ba
gir chidu. Ba cho biét ong Ay dd chét trude do khoang mudi 1am phat.”

“Chung t0i cling c6 nghi nhu vay that. Chinh bac si dé cho biét nhur thé. Ching t6i ai ciling nghi 1a
ong ay da chét rdi, nhung thi ra 1a ong 4y chi hon me. Chung to1 khong biét gap 6ng & dau, mii sau méi
timra sb dién thoai nay, tir 46 dén gi®r chiing t6i cudng ca 1én.”

“Ba dang ¢ dau vay?”

“Chl’lng toi dang & tai mot cira hang giai khat, nhung sap di ngay thoi. Ching t6i s& quay tré vé Los
Angeles.”

Mason noi, “Pung tro lai Los Angeles. Hay don chuyén may bay thuan tién som nhat, hodc xe lira
xe buyt gi do, di San Francisco ngay bang bat cur phuong tién gi mién kiém dugc som nhat thoi. Hay
t&i phi cang San Francisco. Pi thang 1én ting trén va ngdi chd ¢ d6 nhé. Ba da nam rd 101 dan chua?”

“Vang.”

“Ba lam dtng nhu thé chir?”

“Tb6i can hoi ¥ kién cua ba co Ansel da.”

“Ba 4y dang & dau?”

“Co day.”

“Thé thi hoi ba ay di.” Mason byc minh noi.

Ong cam may mot lac, biét Della Street dang nhin minh bang anh mit lo 1ing. Lién d6, ong nghe
tiéng ctia Myrna, “Duogc roi. Chiing t6i s& lam theo 151 & “Ong dan.”

“Ping n6i vai ai vé chuyén nay ca. Ba r6 chua? Bt cu: la nguo1 nao.”

“T61 r6, nhung to1 khong hiéu tai sao lai phai nhu vay.”

“Pirng dé y toi diéu d6. Hay ctr 1am theo 101 01 ddn thé1.”

Mason gic may. Ong gian dit budc téi 6 bat deén.

“Chuyén gi vay?” Della Street lo lang hoi.

Mason dap, “Ro 1a ching ta bong trd thanh nan nhan ctia mot trod bip tuyét xao.”

Della Street hoi, “Vay 1a Ed Davenport khong chét?”

“Theo bao c40o m&i nhét thi 6ng y con tuoi rdi va bién di dau mat... C6 1& dang quay vé ddy, hay
c6 1& chinh 6ng ta 1a nguoi & Bakersfield goi vé day dé din do chuyén mat gi day.”

“Vay tu cach phap nhan cta ong bay gio 1a thé nao?”

“La vai tro cua nguo1 coi nhu ¢6 t01 d6i v6i mot ti san chwa phai 1a di san, da lyc soat tai san cua
mot ké “chét” trong khi ngudi do Van con “séng”.”

Della Street ngdm nghi mot lac roi nang budce vao phong bép dé kiém tra xem cac do vat da duogc
dé lai chd cii chua va xo6a sach cac dau tay cung tat dén. Mason dén ¢ & ctra trudc, “Chung ta di thoi,
Della.”

“Pi dau?”

“Quay tr¢ lai Chico, tra xe & déy va don phuong tién nao sém nhét c6 thé duoc dé di khoi noi nay.
Chiing ta s& ghé tai dau d6 mot lat dé dién thoai goi vin phong tham tir Drake va bao Paul Drake phai
hai nhan vién dac trach bai xe Thai Binh Duong tai San Bernardino, theo do1 phong tro s6 13, nhitng
nguoi ndy phai bao cao cho anh ta khi phong tro ay c6 nguoi thué, cho biét ai thué, va canh chirng toan
thé khu 4y. Chuing ta ciing yéu cau Paul Drake theo d6i Ed Davenport. Pi thoi, Della.”



Chuong 4

Lac hai gio bén muoi 1am khuya. Perry Mason va Della Street budc vao phi cang San Francisco.
Mason vira chi 18n san thuong vira noi, “Co 1én trén d6 trude. Nhd nhin quanh nhé. Néu hai ba ¢6 &
day thi ra dau cho t6i. Néu c6 ai ra vé nhu dang theo ddi ho thi dimng ra dau, cr di xudng bao cho toi
hay. Chi ngd quanh tho1.”

“Lam sao biét 1a c6 ai dang theo doi ho?”

“Néu ¢o nguoi nao day dang ngdi doc bao, vé nhu dang ban tam t&i chuyén khéac thi cho toi biét.
Chung ta dirng dé bi mac bay.”

Della Street di 1én cau thang. Mot liic sau nang quay trd lai va néi, “Thua ong, c6 mot ga dang ngdi
xem bdo.”

“Hai ba c6 & ddy khong?”

“Co ddy, rd rang 1a ho dang nga say. Ba nao ciing nga dau ra sau, mit nham tit.”

Mason néi, “C6 Della, c6 chuyén bay vao lic ba gio mudi 1am di Los Angeles. Co 1ay bén vé.
Chung ta con kip gio. Toi s& 1én d6 dé danh thirc ho. Néu ho bj theo ddi thi cling danh viy.”

Mason di 1én cau thang. Ga dan 6ng dang cham chu vao to bao lo déng 14t trang, x€p bao lai cho
gon roi xem tlep

Mason budc ta ta mot lic trén san thuong, quay trd lai, vuon vai ngdp mot cai, doan ngéi Xué)ng
canh ba Ansel, dang ngay khe kh&. Myrna thi dya dau 1én vai ba c6. C6 dang ngtt mdt cach thanh than.

Mason kh& cham vao canh tay ba Ansel. Ba ta cua quiy to vé buc minh. Mason dwa mit nhin sang
gd dan 6ng dang xem bao, r6i lai cham nhe vao ba Ansel. Ba nay giat minh thirc giac.

Mason dua thubc 1én moi, ndi mot cach lo déng, “Xin 161, ba co quet khong a?”

Sara Ansel him ham nhin Mason, nhung khi nhan ra 6ng, 1ién néi, “Ay, 6i..

Mason hoi, “Hut thubc nhé?”

Ga dan ong cam to bao nhu thé dang hét sirc chdm chii doc. Nghe tiéng, Myrna thirc gidc. Nang ndi,
“Ua, chio 6ng.”

Mason cau may, ra dau im ling, “Hai ba c6 hop quet khong?”

Myrna dua ra mot cai bat lura ga.

Mason d6t thudc, noi, “Cam on ba nhiéu.”

Doan Ong vuon minh cho gian gan cot, ngap va ngdi xudng ghé lai. Ong néi that kh véi ba Ansel,
“Co chuyén bay di Los Angeles luc ba gio nam phut sang nay. Della Street ¢6 thu ky cua t61 dang di
lay vé. Co ta s& cam vé va gidy phép don hai ba & cong ra san bay. C6 ta s& k1n d4o trao nhirng thir ay
cho hai ba. Hay Ién chuyen bay ay. Chung ta s€ n6i chuyén ¢ trén may bay sau.”

Mason lai ngap, nhin dong ho tay, budc ra phia bao lon, va dua mit nhin xudng. Ong bat gip Della
Street dang ra ddu cho biét 1a d 1ay vé xong.

Vi luat su buée lo ding t6i cudi diy bao lon, rdi lai nhin dong hd tay, ngdi xuéng mot chiéc ghé,
nga minh ra sau va hat thudc, ra chiéu suy nghi trong lic mit vAn nhin theo Sara Ansel va Myrna dang
di xudng cau thang.

Ga dan ong dang xem bao ndy gio ding 18n, bude toi hang chin song quanh 1au thuong, ué oai dua
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ban tay phai 1én. Rdi gi quay lai chd cil.

Mason dung day, budc thang toi cu thang va di Xuong gian chinh cua phi cang. Ong budc that ung
dung, tuy nhién van dém tham mot cach can than. Ong tién ra cong c6 chuyén bay ba gio nim phut dang
chat hang sém hai phut trugc gio bay.

Della Street cadm vé va gidy ra vao cong chd san. Mason hoi, “Ho di 1én may bay roi chi?”

Cb thu ky khé gt dau, Mason noi, “Ta di thoi.”

Hai ngudi budc 18n may bay va tim duoc chd ngdi that thuan tién ngay phia sau ba Ansel va
Myrna.

Sara Ansel quay lai dinh noi gi d6 vdi Mason, nhung 6ng thoang nhe lic dau gin nhu khong thé
nhén ra va nga minh vao lung ghé.

Ho budc diy an toan. Cac dong co bat dau chuyén dong, chiéc may bay khong 16 cham rai ludt theo
duong bang dai thim tham, ddo vong dé vao vi tri thun loi va cho trong khi cac dong co cung luc
hoat dong. Thé rdi bon dong co dong loat gam ra theo da that manh. Chiéc may bay khong 16 ludt ra
duong bang va ldy da lao vat 1én khong, Mot luc sau, cac anh dén ctia d6 thi San Francisco hién ra
bén duéi khi may bay ddo quanh mot vong that rong roi bay thang.

Sara Ansel quay lai noi c¢6 vé tirc, “Chac chian phai con lau méi t6i noi!”

Myrna néi voi ba ta, “O trén Ay, phai dén chin gio sang thién ha méi hét di lai. Con chan thi gio
ma.”

“Pinh lam tro gi vay? Clr bat chiing t6i chay vong vo y nhu t6i pham khong bang.”

“Hai ba c6 mang theo va-li khong?”

“Khong.”

“Dé dau ca r6i?”

“P3 giri bang may bay nhanh roi. Ching t6i chang hleu ong mudn cai gi nita day?”

Mason n6i, “Tot 1am! Néu hai ba khong c6 hanh 1y cong kénh thi cang dé dang chu du thién ha. Bay
gior hily cho toi biét tinh hinh. Chung ta nén d6i chd cho nhau. Della, ¢6 1én ngdi véi ba Davenport. Ba
Ansel, xin moi ba xudng day véi t61.”

Ho d6i chd that tu nhién, khong lam hanh khach dé ¥ t61, da sb lac ay di nga minh ra sau ghé, ¢
chop mit. Mason noi, “Ghé sat tai t6i nhé. Néi that khé, cho toi biét nhitng su viéc da xay ra.”

Sara Ansel noi, “Can nghe nhitng nét chinh hay 1a...?”

“Cho nghe nhitng net chinh, sau d6 t6i s€ hoi nhing chi tiét can.”

“Ay, hinh nhu Ed Davenport da di khoi van phong ¢ Paradise vao trua Chu nhat. Y dién thoai bao
vé cho Myrna la 'y sap di xe to1 day va s& ngu tro doc duong.

“Pém 4y, c¢6 1& y di trd lai Fresno. Roi ylaidi tiép dén thi trin ‘Crampton nho bé, cach Frensno
dau chung ba bdn chuc dam. Sau do6 y bi dm. Tbi doan tren thuc té y da bi om trudc khi dén day,
nhung luc téi Crarpton thi y chang con strc dau ma di nira.’

Mason hoi, “Ong 4y 6m vé bénh gi?”

“Tét nhién cai do kho biét dugc. Lat nita toi s& néi téi. Y vén 13 bom nhiu ma lai bi huyet ap cao
va tuy khong phai udng ruou trong cong viéc giao dich, nhung rd rang tur trudc do y cO udng rugu va
1an ndy con an phai mén gi d6 khéng hop. Pang nao thi y ciing da bi m kich liét. Y dung lai quan tro
¢ Crampton va cho moi1 mdt bac si ¢ thi xa. Ba chu quan tro cho biét c6 ba bac si va dua y xem danh
sach. Y dién thoai goi mot, d6 1a bac si Renault. Bac si Renault dén ngay va khéng dinh 1a y bi dm rat
tram trong. Lic ndy 1 vao khoang tam chin gid sang.

“Bay gio to1 chgt nghi ra 1a Ed da tr¢ lai Frensno dém hom trudce va khong chung c6 chuyén leo
t€o véi mot 4 nao ddy. Toi nghi 13 4 nay da 1én cho y udng vai giot thudc mé. Tat nhién 1a y phai bi
tran 16t thoi.”



Mason héi, “Lam sao ba biét dugc chuyén nay?”

Ansel dap, “Tbi s& nodi chuyén Ay sau. Nhung trude tién can ndi cho 6ng rd vé nhitng viéc da xay
ra. Sau khi bac si Renault t61 do, Ed bi 6m mot tran dén kiét strc mé man. Bac s Renault goi dién
thoai bao chung t6i 1én day ngay. Ed bi 6m rat nguy kichma. Y 6 6m nang khién bac si ciing khong mudn
tim cach dua y vao bénh vién nira. Bénh vién gan nhat 1a & Fresno. Ong ta cho biét dang c6 tim mot y
ta, nhung y ta lai hiém, 6ng bén nghi tot hon hét 1 Myrna nén tdi noi ngay 1ap tic, nd co thé gitp san
s6c bénh nhan.”

Mason noi, “Xin ké tiép.”

“Sau khi gip ong, ching t6i di may bay dén Frensno, roi thué mot chiée xe tw 14i va di dén quan tro
o Crampton.

“Lic bay gid Ed qua bi 6m ning lam. Toi nghe noi 1a y bi non mira nhiéu lan va dang trong tinh
trang nguy kich. Bac si n6i chuyén vo1 chiing toi r61 dén ctr goi néu c6 gi khac. Ong ta noi s& quay trd
lai trong vong mdt tiéng dong ho.

“Chung t6i ¢ lai sin séc Ed mot thoi gian. Sau d6 thi y ngi thiép. Y tréng c6 vé kha hon tuy van
con bénh ning.

“Trong ltic y ngu, t6i di vé phong tro cia minh. Myrna & lai v6i Ed. Sau khi tim rira xong xudi, toi
quay lai dé doi phién.

“Gan nhu lién sau d6 thi Ed bi mé man mdt hoi. Y bat dau bi ngdp, nghet thé ngap nhu ca.

“Tbi chay di goi dién thoai cho bac si. Ong nay dén ngay. Ong n6i bénh rat nguy, giuc t6i goi dién
thoai cho mdt hiéu thudc bao gui thube dén.

“Myrna luc d6 dang & trong phong tam, noi s& khoac 4o chay ra ngay. Liic Myrna dén noi thi da
qué tré. Ed da chét.

“Thé r6i, ong béac si to thai dd hoai nghi, ddu nhu Ed co ndi sao day khlen ong ta sinh nghi. Ong ta
ctr hAm ham ngé hai c6 chau chung t6i, khoa cira phong tro ¢6 xac Ed nim day va bao ching t61 phai
cho mo1 6ng Quan truong, chuyén vién giam dinh y khoa va bién ly quan dén. Ong ta bao ¢ nhitng
dleu lién quan dén nhing viéc da xay ra, khién o Ong khong thé ky gidy xac nhin cai chét va can phai
tién hanh mo6 xét nghiém. Ong ta con ndi xa ndi gan 1a theo ong thi Ed da bi muu sat.”

“Thé hai ba _phan ung nhu the nao?”

“Ay, t0i chang dé tam gi may tdi chuyén d6. Ngay khi bo ra ngoai, t6i lién bang qua dudng dén
tram dién thoai va goi 6ng. Sau dy, toi quay tr lai, an ui Myrna. N6 chang t6 ra tuyét vong dau kho gi
ca. Hai vo chong no dang 1am tha tuc chuan bi ly hon ma. Noi ding ra 1a da chuan bi tir 1au roi. Vé
mit tinh cam thi Ed khong con 1a gi nita di v6i chau t6i. Nhung su viéc xay ra qua bat ngd va toi
mudn an i nd. Vu ndy qua 13 mot v choang vang cho ¢ bé toi nghiép.”

“Xin ké tiép.” Mason noi.

“Ong bac si khoa chat phong tro lai. Ong no6i 6ng dang “niém phong hién trudong” va dua vé phong
riéng ching toi &, chat Van chiing t61 du diéu roi di goi giam dinh y khoa.

“Chirng hon mét tiéng dong ho sau giam dinh y khoa ti. Cuing di theo c6 ong bién 1y va dai dién
van phong Quan trudng. Ho hoi ong béac si du thir chuyén va co hoi vé thir thude nude giy mé. Ong
bac si trao ho chia khéa phong. Vién phd quian mé cira di vao va thdy Ed chic d tinh lai, da tréo qua
ctra s6 va lai xe di tir lic ndo.”

Mason khé& huyt 1én mot tiéng. Sara Ansel tiép, “Pung y nhu thé ddy. Nha chirc trach rat buc tirc vé
chuyén ndy. Hinh nhu truéc ddy ho di co chuyén gi buc minh voi bac si Renault. Lan nay thi ho ndi
nong that su.”

“Thé bac s Renault noi sao?”

“Ong ay chét dimg, noi rang Ed da chét, va ong 4y biét hién gio Ed di chét that. Ong ta con ndi xa



x0i rang chic 1a ching t6i d3 dem gidu cai xac & dau do dé tranh xét nghiém. Ong ta cOn ndi tring ra l1a
ong tin chic rang chang i so ¢ xét nghiém.”

Ba Ansel vira nging thi Mason lién giuc, “Noi tlep di. Cho nghe phan tlep

“Ay, duong nhién bac si Renault van cir qua quyét 13 cai xac da bi 1ay di, nhung cudi clng vién
phé quén, sau khi trao d6i voi mot sb nguoi ¢ cac phong tro khac, gap dugc mot ngudi da trong thay
Ed tréo qua cira s0, leo 18n xe 1ai di mat.”

“Quy tha ma bat!” Mason budt miéng kéu 1én.

“Dling nhur thé. Chéc 12 y d4 khoe hon nhiéu roi. Nguoi ndy cho biét 1a Ed mic b d ngd, chudn ra
cura sO phia sau. Mot chlec xe da do san ngay dadng sau phong. Ed nhan ga va lai di. Khong rd xe gi
nhung chac 1a Ed da danh cap xe clia ai day, vi xe riéng cta y van con co ma.”

“Ong 4y mic bo d6 ngi?”

“Theo 101 nguoi kia thi nhu thé diy. Tat nhién 1a anh nay thay chuyen ky qua. Lic 4y, anh ta nghi
chic 13 ai d6 vi bi b rap nén phai tim cach chay trén hay 1a sao day, va..

“Anh nay 0 chd khd gin nén méi nhin ra ngudi minh trong thay, nhan dang dugc Ed qua cac tim
anh, hay la...

“Q, dau phai thé. Nguoi ndy ¢ cach xa hon ba chuc mét. Anh ta chi thdy dang nguoi thoi va biét
chic 12 nguoi d6 mic bo do ngi. Anh ta ndi 13 bo dd ngil c6 chim do, ma d6 chinh 1a bo do ngi cua
Ed.

“Sau ddy chiing t6i tim cach lién lac v&i ong bang dién thoai nhung 6ng da di 1én Paradise ma
chung t6i lai khong biét 1am sao 1ién lac dugc. Chung toi ¢6 dé gidy nhan lai & phi cang San Francisco
du phong dng c6 ghé t6i d6 nhung rd rang 1a 6ng da khong nhan duoc gidy. Do vay, ching toi doi mii
cho t&1 1ic doan 1a 6ng da 1én Paradise, ben goi dién thoai cua Ed thi gdp ong tra 101.”

Mason no1, “Khoan dé nh¢! Cho t61 rd Vé mot s6 chi tiét Lam sao ba biét 1a Ed bi tran 16t?”

“Q, vang toi sap ndi t6i cai chd ay. SO tlen c6 trong quan 4o cua y 13 bon muoi 1am d6-1a chdn va 'y
da tra tién phong ¢ quan tro bang mot t gidy bac nim muoi do- la cti mem. Ed la mdt tay nghién ruou
ning. Y biét minh dé bi tran 16t nén luc nao cting nhet mot to glay bac nam chuc do-la dudi miéng da
16t & dé giay bén phai dé nhd c6 bi 16t thi van con tién dé bo vé nha.

“Trong thi cua y chang con mot dong 1é, chi c6 bén muoi 1am do-la thdi. Do 1a tién thdi lai sau khi
y tra nam d6-la tién  phong.”

Mason héi, “Thé nhung tai sao ong ta lai ra ngoai bang ctra s6? Vi sao 6ng ta lai lam dugc nhu vay
néu theo 101 ong bac si thi 6ng ta bi Om rat nang?”’

“That tinh t6i nghi va cho rang 6ng bac si mudn giau sy that thoi. Ai ciing biét 1a khi c6 mot ngudi
chét thi bac si tiém cho mot miii thudc kich thich manh vao tim. Toi nghi 13 bac si Renault dd 1am nhu
vay v6i Ed va thdy rd hau qua sau d6 khong 1au. Ong ndy qua lo nén tim cach di ra chat van ching toi.
Chiac 1a vao phuat cudi, Ed da néi gi day khién ong ta tin 101 Ed, hin d6 18i bénh cua Ed 1a do Myrna
gay nén.

“Tét nhién, ong bac si nghi la chung t61 dé gidu cai xac va dem tau tan, c¢6 18 1a Myrna da di vao
bang ngd cura sO, mac bo d6 ngt 16i lai tréo ra ngoai.

“Néu 6ng hoi thi t6i nghi 1a chinh 6ng bac si khi thiy tim ctia Ed ngirng dap lién tiém cho y mot miii
a-dré-na-lin hay thir gi day, roi méi di ra ngoai.

“Ed hdi tinh, thudc kich thich manh lam y c6 du strc dimg day va di t6i ctra. Thay cira da bi dong &
ngoai, y hoang 1én, tréo ra ctra so, nhay dai 1én chiéc xe vira gap va lai di.

“Mot con ngudi manh mai va yéu dudi nhu Myrna ma di chuyén ndi cai xac thi qua phi ly. Hon
nita, 1y nao ching t61 lai phai s¢ cudc xét nghiém xac? Trudc khi chiung t61 dén d6, thi ra Ed da bi 6m
tir 1au roi co ma.”



Mason hoi, “Dd mang theo ctia 6ng 4y & dau? Ao quan va hanh 1y?”

“Van phong Quén trudng gilt hét. Luc ching t6i di, vién phd quan con dang mé cude diéu tra. Ong
ta c6 chia khoa ¢ phong d6 va phong duoc khoa réi. Ong bao chung toi dén Fresno nén chung t6i dén
d6. Trude ddy, chung toi co nodi cho vién phd quan biét chd dé giri tra do dac cua Ed khi ndo diéu tra
xong.”

“Theo ¥ ba, thi Ed Davenport hién gio ¢ dau?”

Sara Ansel nhun vai, “Chéc chin 13 y khong thé mic bo d6 ngii ma di khip chdn trong luc chang cé
mang theo tién bac, bang 14i gi ca... Khi nhau rdi thi ho dién du tha trd, Myrna cho toi biét 1a n6 da
tirng thiy canh Ed n6i khing mdi khi nhau xong.”

Mason qua quyét, “Chac 6ng dy bi tom & doc duong roi.”

“T4t nhién 13 vay. Van phong Quéan trudng da bao dong cho Doi tudn canh xa 16 biét. Ho dugc bao
dong di lung mot ngudi dan ong mic bd dd ngl dang lai xe. Y ma di duong thi khong an toan chut
nao.”

“Ong béc si c¢6 nghi 1a ong iy s& bi guc vi yeu stre hay S

Ba Ansel noi qua quyét, “Ong ta nghi 13 y chét roi.’

“Ed c6 khang dinh chuyén gi d6 voi 6ng bac si khién ong nay nghi ngd ba Myrna?”

“R rang 1a nhu thé. Ong ta c6 héi Myrna vé chuyén keo.”

“Keo gi vay?”

“Ay, Myrna néi véi t6i 1a Ed hay ndi con thém ruou. Binh thuong y khong dé y dén keo, nhung khi
nao bi con nghién hanh ma an mdt 16 keo thi do1 Iuc y dep dugc con.

“Theo t6i doan, thi trudc khi dén Fresno, théy bat dau bj con nghién hanh, y lién an keo. Y mang
san keo trong xdc dé nhd khi con nghién ndi 1én.”

Mason hoi, “Loat keo gi vay?”

“Socola... Loai c6 nudc mat ¢ trong, mat va dau. Myrna noéi y thuong an mot it keo va c6 doi lic
qua duoc con nghién. Nhung khi d3 vé t6i rugu thi y udng cho t6i luc luc phu ngii tang day ap mai
tho1.”

Mason néi, “Pugc, toi dé nghi nhu thé nay. O dang trude con vai chd tréng. Co Della Street va to1
s& lén day.

“Khi t6i Los Angeles, toi mudn ba va ba Davenport xudng trudc. Toi mudn hai ba dung tic xi di
thing vé nha luén.”

“Sao thé? Tai sao khong di bang xe du lich rdi sau d6 hiy dung tic xi?”

Mason lac dau, “Toi khong mudn hai ba di ciing mot tuyén bang xe du lich. Téi mubn hai ba ding
tic xi thoi.”

“Tai1 sao vay?”

“Vi t6i mudn xem thir hai ba c6 bj ai theo ddi khong?”

“Nhung tai sao chung to1 lai b1 theo d61?”

“Vi c6 thé hai ba di bi theo ddi dén tan San Francisco va vin phong quan & Fresno c6 thé da quyét
dinh theo doi sat hai ba.”

“Nhung tai sao ho lai lam thé? Mic mé gi t61 ho kia chit? Cha, that vo 1y! Néi cho cung thi dau Ed
c6 bi tay lay va bi con quy nao day d6 cho y vai giot thudc mé thi ho van khong thé quy t6i cho Myrna
duogc.”

Mason néi, “Van dé c6 thé con vai khia canh khac. Ctr nhu 101 ba ké thi 6ng Ed Davenport bi suy
nhuoc tram trong. Theo béac si Renault thi chic 6ng nay da bi chan dong tim than va do do6, ong ta tin
rang Ed di chét. Con bay gid, gia st Ed ctt mic nguyén bd d6 ngd ma 1ai xe di khap phd, ong ta rat dé
bi guc va chét bat ky, hoac bi dinh vao mot vu tai nan xe cd nao déy. Néu ong ta bi thuong trong khi



strc dé khang yéu nhu thé thi chét nhu khong.”

Sara Ansel noi, “Ay, t6i van khong hiéu sao ho lai dinh quy 16i cho chung t6i vi chuyén Ed
Davenport tréo qua ctra s6. D6 1a 151 ciia ong bac si chir. Lic 4y Ed dang trong tinh trang bi chin
dong, bi kiét strc sao day. Tén bac s mat “méac” kia lai tiém céi thir a-dré-na-lin hay gi gi d6 ngay vao
tim Ed. Vay 13 bo thudc nd r6i. Nguoi ta chi 1am nhu thé v&i nguoi chét khi chang con phuong ciru
chita thoi. D6 1a budc tuyét vong sau ciing. Hoa 13 khiing m6i yén tAm di ra khoi phong vao lac y.”

Mason gat g, tu ly. Sara Ansel tiép tuc, “Tat nhién chuyén qua that 1a mét mé bong bong. Lic ¢
Paradise, ong tuong 1a Ed d chét roi. Thir tudng twong canh luc Ed quay trd lai trén d6 ma bat gip
6ng dang xao soan d6 dac cua y. Dién loan nhu y thi dam lam bét ké chuyén gi! Chung t6i ngai qua, so
rang ong coO chuyen gi rac roi trén day.”

Mason noi, “Co nhu thé that.”

“Chuyén gi vay?”

“Khong c6 gi quan trong 1am. Toi s& thudt cho hai ba nghe khi da thay rd hét cac su viéc xay ra luc
vé t6i phi cang Los Angeles. Con bay gi¢r thi hily khoan ban tAm, lo ma tim cach an ti ba Davenport di
thi hon.”

“Q, bay gio thi nd binh than rdi. Nhung ma ong ludt su 4, chung ta sap phai tim cach giup d& nd
day T61 qua mung la Ed Davenport bao lau nay da 14y hét sach tién cuta no nhanh nhu gi6. N6 dau co
dé tam gi dén chuyén tién cua, mién c6 thi gio dé trong hoa thoi. Véi lai. .

Mason ngat 101, “Tai san ctia 6ng Delano da dugc chia toi dau roi?”

“Ay, viéc chia tai san thi cling mot phén nao doé thoi, dau chirng hon mot tram ngan, t61 doan thé,
trong khi 4y thi tién thu nhap van vao déu déu. Ngoai tat ca so tai san 4y. Ed Davenport con kiém 13i &
cac trrong muc ma Myrna ciing dimg tén véi y. Y bao voi ¢d vo ddy chi 13 hinh thire, nhung ai chu toi
thi strc mdy ma tin noi giong day! Toi dau phai con nit con tho gi. Pan 6ng thi t6i biét qua ma.”

Mason ndi, “Téi c6 thé tin ba & chd do. Nhung luc nay thi ching ta hay nghi 14y strc cai d, khi nao
dén Los Angeles hiy hay. T61 noi, hai ba ctr di tac xi ma vé. Néu c6 tin gi thi hiy ghé lai vin phong
t6i, luc hai gio rudi chiéu.”

Mason ding 1én, khé v4 tay 1én vai Della Street va ho cung budc t6i hai chd ngdi dé trong & day
trudce.

“Sa0?” Della Street hoi khi Mason dua nang ngdi xudng ghé sat ctra s6 va gieo minh xudng ghé
bén canh.

Ong hoi, “Nghe chuyén chura?”

Della Street dap, “Cling gﬁn hét. RS rang Ed Davenport da bi say bi ti va bi tran 16t. Ong ta bj 6m
roi mé man. Ong bac si tiém cho mot miii. Ong ta tinh lai, thay cira phong bi khoa, tudng c6 ai ¢ tinh
nhbt minh, bén treo ra cira s6 leo 18n chiéc xe ai dé san & ddy lai di luon.”

Mason hoi, “D1 dau?”

“C6 1& vé nha.”

“Khong thé dugc vi doi Tuan canh xa 16 di dugc bao dong tim bat mot gd dan ong lai xe mac bd
d6 ngu trén nguoi.”

Della Street hoi, “Thé con y 6ng chi thi sao?”

Mason mim cudi, “Phan nao con tuy thuoc vao nhitng tin do Paul Drake phat hién tai quan tro &
San Bernardino, va tity rat nhiéu vao nhitng viéc s& xay ra khi chung ta vé dén Los Angeles.”

“Ong nghi 14 hai ba nay da bi theo ddi cho dén tan San Francisco?”

Mason gat dau.

“Ong cho rang anh chang xem béo kia c6 chtl ¥ dén hai ba nay khong?”

“M6i nhin qua di biét ngay gi 1a canh sat chim. Tuy nhién, ching ta ctr viéc chop gidc mdt vai



phut trude khi may bay vé toi noi.”
N6i doan, Mason 4n niit cho ghé nga ra sau. Della Street than.
“Ong 1am t6i hét budn ngi r6i.”
“Sao?”
“Ctr suy nghi mai vé nhitng chuyén d xay ra.”
Giong ngai ngt, Mason noi, “Chd mot tiéng rudi nita thoi, co s& tha ho ma suy nghi.”



Chuong 5

May bay lu6t nhe dén chd dap réi chay tdi phi cang.

Mason va Della Street nhin theo Sara Ansel va Myrna Davenport dang budc qua tram hang khong
va leo 1én mot chiéc xe tic xi.

Chiéc tac xi dao ra duong va chay vao dong xe dang cudn di nhu nude. Tir dau, mot chiée xe sang
trong c6 can Ang ten cao vit & phia sau ludt ra va ndi dudi theo chiée xe tac xi.

Mason néi, “Théi ding r6i.”

Della Street hoi, “Canh sat?”

Mason gat dau. Della hoi, “Ho cho gi? Sao ho khong to1 dé bat?”

“Ho dang tim mdt cach xir 1y nao day.”

“Thé chiing ta 1am gi?”

“Chuing ta c6 hai xe.”

“Hai co?”

Mason gat dau. Della Street noi, “Thué mot chiéc dé vao t6i thanh phd c6 ré hon khong?”

“Dung, nhung cach nay dé danh lac huéng hon.”

“C6 can xem thir minh c6 bi dudi theo khong?”

“Tét nhién khoi. C6 dting 1a hon nhién trong trang. Co ctr viéc nga minh 1én ghé ném. DA trai qua
mot ngay dai vat va roi, con bay gi‘O’ 1a vé nha, tim va ngd vai tiéng cho t&i khi ndo thich dén van
phong, hay khi nao o1 goi thi th61.”

“Thé luc niy ong dinh lam gi?”

Mason dap, ““T61 s& tam rira, cao rau, thay quin 4o va chd xem.”

“Ong doan sap c6 chuyén gi xay ra?”

“Chang c6 gi ngac nhién cho lam.”

“Sao?”

“Ngudi phu trach theo ddi phong nga s6 mudi ba ¢ 18 s& nim dugc d6i diéu vé Ed Davenport.”

“A!” Mot luc sau nang tiép “Cho 1a c6. Thé rdi sao nita?”

“Tbi ¢ thé ban chuyén véi anh ta. Toi mudn tw tim ra mot phuwong thirc hanh dong.”

“Ong khong thé nga duogc sao?”

“S& khong ngu dugc néu phai di ra d6, nhung tdi s& khong di trir phi Paul Drake cho biét 1a phong
tro 4y c6 ngudi thué.”

“Sao khong cho t61 di theo?”

Mason lac dau mot cach cuong quyét, “Thdi co nuwong, ¢o liéu ma ngi d6i chut di. Phe ta c6 thé s&
gip gay go ké tir gio phut ndy.”

“Ong khong cho 14 viéc ndy c6 thé duoc giai thich mot cach don gian, tirc 1a Ed Davenport bi say
bi ti roi...!”

Mason néi, “Cé thé c6 mot 16i giai thich don gian, nhung c6 mot sd yéu té gy phurc tap. Xe tic xi
kia, Della. C6 1én xe di. Co du tién day chi?”

“Giau 1am.”



“Pugc. Co di nhé.”

Mason vay tay chao tién nguoi thu ky. Ong ding vuron minh cho gidin gan cdt va ngap dai, mét nhin
4anh binh minh dang nhuém hong d6 thanh.

Mot chiéc xe hoi sang trong khac trang bi dng ten & sau tir bai dau ludt ra va dudi theo xe ciia
Della Street.

Mason 1én mot chiée tic xi khac, c¢6 strc dep bo y mubn thdi thuc gﬁn nhu khong cudng dugc, quyét
huong nhin toi trudce, khong hé ngd lui dé do xem c6 xe canh sat nao dudi theo minh khong.

Mason tra tién xe khi dén trudc nha, budc vao va di tim. Sau d6, ong khoac chiéc 4o tim va goi
dién thoai dén vin phong tham tir Drake. Nhan vién truc dién thoai ca dém tra 101 may.

“Perry Mason goi day. Chic Paul Drake dang mo mang gidc di¢p?”

Nhan vién truc may tra 101, “Ong Ay mii qua nira dém méi vé. Cé dian néu ong goi thi ching i c6
nhiém vu bao cdo cho 6ng rd cong viéc & San Bernardino.”

“Cho nghe di.” Mason giuc.

Nhan vién tryc may néi, “Phong tro mudi ba, theo cac thong tin do miy cong tac vién cta ching toi
thu thap va bao vé béng dién thoai, da c6 ngudi ¢ Fresno goi dién thoai thué€ vao t61 Cht nhat. Nguoi
goi xung tén la Frank L. Stanton. Nguoi nay noi 1a s€ co mat vao khuya ngay thir Hai, Ong ta can mot
phong va dac biét ddn la phong nay khong dugc khoa, dé ong ta khoi mat cong danh thirc chu quan lay
chia. Ong ta cho biét co thé phai dén hai ba gio sang ngay thir Ba moi dén noi, ong ta can st dung
phong nay trong hai ngay lién. Ong ta hoi gia tlen mudn, du:0’c cho biét 12 sau d6-1a mdi ngiy, 6ng ndi
s& dén so dién bao dé gui muoi hai do-la tra tién hai ngay.”

Mason héi, “Chuyén ay xong chua?”

“Xong.”

“Thé con Stanton?”

“Mai cho to1 lic cach day ba muoi phat, khi nhan vién tryc may bao cdo thi Stanton van chua 16
mit, nhung c6 sin mot tin méi c6 18 khién 6ng chua ¥.”

“Gi vay?”

“M0t to chirc do tham thué khac hién dang theo do1 vu nay.”

“Canh churng Stanton?”’

“R0 rang la vay.”

“Ai thé nhi?”

“Chuang t6i chua ndm chic nhung nghi do la Jason L. Beckemeyer, mét tham tir & Bakersfield.”

“Cac 6ng nhan dang bang cach nao day?”

“Can ctr vao s xe. Ngudi ctia chiing t6i bat dau tim hleu tir d6. Sau ddy, t6i goi dién thoai yéu cau
ta Bakersfield thi anh ta cho biét voc dang nguoi di xe: tudi nim hai, cao mot mét bay, nang chin chuc.
Nguoi thap, luc ludng, nguc no.”

“Co biét y dinh 1am gi khong?”

“R& rang la y chi tim cach theo doi ai dén phong tro muoi ba thoi.”

“Ho nghi rang ga nay dang theo do1 nguoi ¢ do?”

“Ho khong biét chic nhung tin la nhu thé. Cac phong tro khac déu c6 ngudi mudn ca.’

Mason néi, “Cho ngudi tiép tuc bam sat nhé. Clng can phai thém mot cong tac vién bam sat
Beckemeyer. Khong roi khoi dia diém, co 18 y s& di dén tram dién thoai dé bao cdo. Toi rat can biét
s6 dién thoai y goi. Cu dién thoai éy s& dién ra ¢ tram phyc vu dién thoai, ngudi cua cac anh co thé
lam viéc d6. - Nhitng cu dién thoai nhu thé that kho ma timra s, nhung ching t61 s& tim cach.”

Mason noi, “Ctr géng thir. Bay gio la mot viéc khac. To1 dang ban vai mot vu ¢6 lién quan dén mot
con ngudi tén 1a Ed Davenport. Nguoi ta cho rang 6ng nay chét tai Crampton vao ngay hom qua. Gia



thuyét nay gap phai rac roi vi cai xac da tréo qua cira so va 14i xe bo di dau mat dang.”

Piéu quan trong hién gid 1 can biét y & dau va lam gi vao dém trude khi “chét”. Co 18 y di ¢
Fresno. Canh sat dang danh hoi nhung khong nhiét tinh cho lam. Ho s& tim chd diang ky cua Ed
Davenport. C6 18 ho chiang 1am nén trd tréng gi vi chic y dang dung mét cai tén gia.

Quén tro ¢ San Bernardino cho chung t6i mdt chi tiét dé truy cai trén gia dy. C6 1& d6 1a Frank L.
Stanton. Nho vay ma chiing ta di trudc canh sat duge mot bude. Hay cho cdng tac vién cua cac anh &
Fresno tién hanh truy ddu vét ctia Frank L. Stanton. Néu can hiy bé tri mot ta ngudi theo ddi. Toi can
biét cac két qua va mudn gitr mat tuyét d6i viéc nay. Lam dugc khong?

C6 nhan vién gitr may dap, “Puoc a. Ching t6i tién hanh véi mot lyc luong day da & Fresno.”

“Tét. To6i s& c¢6 mit tai van phong khoang muoi gio, nhung néu c6 tin gi quan trong hiy cir goi
thang dén nha nhé.”

Mason cao rau, udng mot ly sita nong, ndm dai trén ghé dém, xem bao budi sang, trén ngudi dap
mot tim chin. Xem bao khoang mudi 1am phut, 6ng ngt thiép di mot luc r01 choang day khi dién thoai
reo mot hdi dai lanh lanh. Vi chi Paul Drake hay Della Street méi c6 sé dién thoai riéng cua ong 0
day nén Mason voi chup lay may, goi: “A 16”. Giong cta Paul Drake nghe bén nhu dao mo, “Ong
thuong van hay 1am toi mat ngd ngon. Bay gio dén luot dng bi nhé.”

“Noi le di. Hy vong la c6 tin quan trong.”

“Quan trong néu dng hién van 1a dai dién phap luat cho Myrna Davenport.”

C6 nhan vién truc may dém cho biét 1a 6ng dang lo vu Ed Davenport.

“Cé chuyén gi khong?”

“Myrna da bi bat va dang bi chit van vé mot vu 4n mang.”

“An mang nao?”

“Hai vu. Mot 1a Ed Davenport, chéng coO ta, mot 1a Hotense Paxton, co6 chau.”

“Su viéc ra lam sao?”

“C6 16nh mat yéu cau khai quat ttr thi ban ra vao ngay hom kia. Xéac cta Hotense Paxton di dugc
quat. Co nay la chau cua William C. Delano, chét trudc Davenport mot thoi gian ngin con...”

“Vang, vang, toi biét rd chuyén do6 roi. Noi tiép, con gi khong?”

“Ho tim thdy luong ac-xé-nit trong xac chét du stre giét mot con ngwra. Duong nhu khong ¢ gi phai
nghi ngd 12 ¢6 ndy da chét vi bi dau doc bang ac-xé-nit, mic dau mot y si nao diy da ky y ching xac
nhan day 1a mot cai chét binh thudng.”

“Thé con ba vo ctia Davenport?”

“Bi bat dé thim van vé vu ndy va ciing do 1énh & Fresno yéu cu bit dé diéu tra vé cai chét cua
ngudi chong.”

“Ho da tim thdy x4c ctia 6ng ay?”

“Ciia 6ng chong?”

“Vang.”

“Chua. Nhung hinh nhu ho da tim ra mot s6 tang ching méi ¢ ddy. Lic dau ho nghi 14 dng bac si
nio d6 da nham. Ho hanh ha 6ng ta du diéu nhung ong ta van bao luu ¥ kién, con bay gid thi ong ta
duong nhu di khién ho yén tri rang Ed Davenport da bi 4m sat.”

Mason noi, “Thé ma cai xac da tréo qua ctra sO va lai xe bo di. Néu anh hoi thi t6i phai thira nhan
day 1a mot cai xdc chét khd sinh dong.”

“Ay t0i khong nim dugc hét cac chi tiét. Toi chi bao cdo cho dng nhitng gi t6i duoc biét thoi.”

“Ba Davenport hién gio ¢ dau?”

~ “Canh sat dia phuong bat giir, nhung ¢ thé 1a ba ta dd dugc chd dén Fresno bang may bay dé thim
van.”



“Céc anh di c6 tin trc gi vé dém hom vira roi ctia Davenport & Fresno khong, noi ong ta dén luu
tri c6 1€ vo1 cai tén gia 1a Stanton?”

“Chua, thua 6ng, tuy nhién chiing toi dang tién hanh theo doi vé chuyén ay. Nhung hién c6 van dé
nhu thé nay. Pay 1a chd bat dau chuyén rac réi lién can t6i ong. Ong c6 thé bi xudc mot mang da vi
chuyén nay ddy nhd.”

“Noéi le di chu.”

“Davenport, nhu 6ng biét, cd md vin phong cong ty kinh doanh mo & Paradise. Vi thé nén canh sat
da dién thoai cho vién Quan trudng ¢ quan Butte tai Oroville va 6ng nay da 1én Paradise dé tién hanh
diéu tra.”

Sau ddy, 6ng ndy biét duoc 1a 6ng da co6 mit & d6 vao tdi qua, tai cin nha Ay, bé ngodi rd rang 1a
dang lanh nhin cong viéc do ba qua phu yéu cau. Co mdt cai phong bi ciia Davenport dé lai yéu cau
chi duwoc mé ra trong trudng hop 6ng ta chét.

Van phong Quan truong dd mo phong bi nay. Trong do, ho thay c6 sau to glay trang. Ho dura phong
bi 4y cho mot chuyén vién xem, ong ta khang dinh 13 phong bi di duoc mé bang hoi nuéc cach d6 hai
muoi bon tleng d6ng hd va duoc dan lai bang keo.

Ong c6 thé doan ra chd ric rbi cho ong roi. Toi nght 1a can phai danh thirc ong dé bao cho ong rd,
vi Ong c6 thé & vao cai thé s& phai tra 101 nhitng cdu chat van phién phtic day.

“Khi nao?”

“Ngay khi ho tim ra 6ng. Céi chd nay that 1a chay da ddy. Ho cho rang 6ng da tién liéu nhitng 1oi
budc i than chu ctia minh 1a ké d4 nhing tay dau doc nén 6ng da tha tiéu 14 thu chinh, thay vao d6
bang miy to gidy trang.”

Mason héi, “Ba Davenport dd chinh thtrc bj bét giit chua?”

“Bj r0i.”

“Con Sara Ansel?”

“Khong bi két toi gi ca. Della Street mudn t6i bao lai véi 6ng 12 ba ay c6 lai vang nhiéu 1an & vin
phong nhung Della da tim cach noi cho ba di...”

Mason ndi, “Della? C6 ta c6 mat ¢ van phong?”

Drake ndi, “Tur lac sang co. C6 4y mé van phong lam viéc lac chin gio sang.”

Mason kéu 1€n, “Troi! T61 da bao co ta ngu d6i chat co ma. Bay gio may gio roi nhi?”

“Muoi gio. Della nghi chic 13 6ng can nga nén co ta tirc tdc dén mo van phong va giai quyét mot
sb viéc that can than dé 6 ong khoi bi ban ron trur phi c6 van dé khan truong.”

“C0 ta biét chuyén nay chua?”’

Drake dap, “Khong biét rd hét. Toi goi ong trude. Toi dinh s& ghé xudng phong néi cho ¢ dy 16 vé
chuyén nay ngay khi gac may day.”

Mason néi, “Béo cho cd 4y 1o 13 t0i s& c6 midt & vin phong trong vong hai muoi, him lam phut
ntra.”

Drake luuy, ‘Mlen 13 nha chure trach khong dén moi 6ng di chat van thoi.”

“Bdo v4i cO dy rang toi s& 1én trong vong hai muoi hay him 1dm phat.” Mason nhic lai va gac
may.

Mason mic quan 40, voi vang ra khoi nha bang nga sau va di voi toi vin phong. Ong ngan ngir gidy
1at trude ctra van phong tham tir Drake, doan quyét dinh gip Della Street trudc va budc le theo hanh
lang. Ong tra chia khoa then vao cira vin phong va budc vao.

Della Street trong thay 6ng lién dua mot ngon tay 1én moi ra ddu canh giac. Nang voi dong cac cira
phong dé sach luat va vin phong ké can, doan noi that khé, “Ong chu o1, 6ng ndm tring dudi giu roi

[11.”



“Sao co?”

“Cho nghe ba Sara Ansel ké chuyén.”

“Ba 4y c6 chuyén gi ké vay?”

“Ba ta dang bi cong.”

“Ta1 sao?”

“Bdng dung ba ta phat hién Myrna Davenport khong phai 1a co gai goéa ngay tho, thu dong va diu
dang nhu ba tudng.”

“Phat hién bang cach nio?”

“Ba can gip 6ng dé ndi chuyén. Ong chu oi, thuc ra thi 6ng co bi rang budc phai dai dién cho ba
Davenport trong vu nay dau. Pay 1a mt vu 4n mang. Ong chi thoa hiép voi ba nay mot diéu 1a dai
dién cho ba trong van dé thira ké va...”

Mason lic dau ngit 10i. Della néi, “Khong u?”

Mason dép, “Khong. Mgt khi ngudi nao da 1a than chu cua t61 thi t61 luon ludn bénh vuc cho nguoi
ay.”

“Tbi biét. Nhung... ¢t chd cho dén khi dng nodi chuyén véi ba Sara Ansel hiy 15.”

“Co d4 noi chuyén véi ba ay chua?”

“Pai khai thoi.”

“Tinh hinh ra sao?”

“Nat 1am.”

Mason noi, “Dugc roi, cho rang Myrna c6 t6i thi it ra ba ta cting co quyén c6 dai dién dang hoang
kia ma. Ba ta c6 quyén tranh bién trudc toa an. Ba co quyen do hién phap quy dinh. Ba c6 quyén dbi
chit v6i cac nhin chimg budc t0i va cling cd quyén chit van. Dau sao thi tdi van thiy vu ndy dau dén
ndi den tdi 1am.”

Della Street noi, “C6 18 1a nhu thé. Ong c6 can néi chuyén voi ba Ansel ngay bay gior khong?”

Mason néi, “Moi ba Ay vao. Tai sao ¢ khong ngu chut ndo ca, Della?”

“Boi t6i mubn lam viéc dé ong duoc nghi ngoi doi chit. An trira xong thi t6i s& tha hd. Néu ong co
lién lyy trong vu nay thi chic chan 1a s& ban ron that sy. C6 nhiéu ct dién thoai duong dai goi dén,
trong sO ay co dién thoai cua bién 1y ¢ quin Butte.”

“Chang biét 6ng ndy mudn gi?” Mason ndi, r01 mim cuoi.

Della Street de dat, “Vang, chang biét nita.’

Mason noi, “Ay, hiy d6i phé vai ting viéc. Toi can hoi ¥ ngay bay gio. Ché de t6i bi quiy ray vi
ba cu dién thoai day. Sau nira gid, toi s& san sang tiép. By gio hiy xem ba Ansel can noi gi day.”

Della Street gat dau, nhic may dién thoai va noi chuyén véi Gertie nhan vién tong dai, ¢ Ong
Mason d dén, Gertie a. Noi voi ba Ansel 13 ong Ay tiép ba ngay bay gio. Toi sap ra don day.”

Della Street 161 van phong va mot lic sau cung tré vao voi ba Sara Ansel. Lic nay ba ta qua c¢6 ly
dé phai an dién chai chubt: khuon mit hoc hac va mét moi. Hai mat c6 tham quang Ba lam tot khuon
mit minh qua rd rang va rd rang 1a bi mit ngl ning. Vira budc vao phong, ba ta lién tién vé chd ong
ludt su va cam chit ban tay ong. Ba néi, “Luit su, ong phai lam gi chtr. Ching t6i d3 ¢ but ra khoi
chuyén nay ma khong xong. That khing khiép!”

Mason n6i, “Xin moi ba ngdi xuéng di. Hay binh tinh lai. Cho toi biét su thé ra sao.’

“Thoi thi 61 lubu!”

Mason néi, “Dugc 61, hay cho t61 biét di.”

“To1 khong thé tha 16i cho minh dugc, vi cai toi qua dién dién khung khuing. T61 da bi con ranh dé
lay vai bit mat... nén di dé cho ong sa vao chuyén nay. Toi van tudng minh cd hiéu biét d6i chut vé
ban tinh con ngudi nén trong mot thoi gian twong dbi khong 14u, toi dd quen biét nd va déi xtr véi nd y



nhu la con rudt vay. Luc bay gio nd gan nhu qua tuyét vong vi b1 qué nhiéu viéc don ép, nén mat hét
kha ning d6i pho. Ay vay ma ai ngo co sy lai xay ra nhu thé nay.”
Mason néi, “Xin noi tiép. Cho t6i biét rd vé chuyén niy. Ba ciing hiéu 1 ba dau cé du thi gid.”

“Chao 6i, con bé d6 dung 13 mot kiéu Lucrezia Borgia 2. N6 1a con ranh, dau doc, giét nguoi.”

“Yéu cau cho t6i biét cac su viéc ra sao?”

“Ay, trudc tién 12 nhan vién giam dinh y khoa ddo xéc Hotense Paxton. Ong ta thiy c6 ndy qua 1a bi
dau doc. Chinh Myrna Davenport da 1am chuyén d6.”

“Ba biét chuyén nay vao lic nio?”

“Sur viéc dién ra khi chung t6i vé dén nha. Duéi cira c¢6 gidy bao l1anh dién tin. Myrna goi s dién
bao vi ¢b ta cd vé nhu quen v&i mot ¢d ban nao do, ngudi ndy gitt dién tin yéu cau goi ngay, bat ké
dém, ngdy, gid giac.”

Mason néi, “Xin tiép tuc.”

“Vi thé nén Myrna goi di va ngudi ban bao cho biét 1 nhan vién giam dinh y khoa di dao 1ay xac
va dang giri bao tir ciing cac bo phan khac dé xét nghiém.”

“R6i sao nira?”

Ba Ansel n6i, “Thua luat su, hdy tin t6i, chua lac ndo t6i bi xGc dong nhu thé nay. Lic by gio
Myrna dtmg & do, van to ra rut ré va im im nhu moi khi, sau déy moi noi: “Thua co, trude khi di ngy,
chau can lam mdt chut viéc & ngoai vuon™.”

Mason nhudng may, Sara Ansel giai '[thh, “N6 12 mdt cO bé rat mé tha 1am vuon. N6 chi ¢6 mdi
cai tha tiéu khién d6 thoi. Nhung... Ay, ctr chd cho dén khi ong biét 1a luc 4y nd 1am gi nhé.”

“T6i dang chd ddy.” Mason nhic.

Ba Ansel ni tiép, “Toi vira mGi chin wdt chan réo vé t6i nha. Toi du tré trung déo dai gi dé di
vun vut nhu thé nay, chiu dung bao nhiéu khich dong lai vira trai qua nhirng chuyén bay dém. T6i hém
qua toi gan nhu t€ sap te ngura day, thé ma ciing quyét tim mot tran roi moi 1én givong. To1 di thang 1én
phong, tim mot lat, va.. Ay, to1 phai giai thich la can phong do nam & trén 1au ngd xubng khu dat &
dang san trong, thé roi 6ng biét toi thay Myrna dang lam gi ¢ dudi ddy khong?”

“Co ay dang lam gi?” Mason lo lang hoi.

“Pang Am thAm dao modt cai 16, mot cai 15 that sdu. Pau phai nd 1am vuon. N6 ¢6 mot cai thudng va
dang dao 16.”

“Xin cur ndi tiép ”” Mason giuc.

“Tb6i nhin thay no 14y ra vai cai goi, goi bang gidy nho nhd, ném xudng 16 lay dat phu 1én. Sau khi
lap day 10, n6 bé mang dat c6 di dao san can thin ém vao chd cii, lam chd y trong phang déu nhu
truoc.”

“Roi sao nira?”

“Ay, sudt budi tdi van dimg & cura s6 nhin né. To6i dau phai toc mach, thua luat su, nhung t1 cling
c6 chut tinh hiéu ky nhu moi ngudi vay thoi.”

“Thé luc ay ba lam gi?”

“Tb6i di thang xudng 1au va tim ngay con bé gia doi 1am bo rut ré kia, khién né khong con kip cat
gidu cai thudng nira.”

“Roi sa0?”

“To1 hot Myrna lam gi day thi n6 bao 1a luc nao bi cang théng than kinh nd V?ln thich ra vuon xem
hoa. Niy gid n6 dung thuéng dé dap dat quanh mot sb cay, khoi dat 1am cho cay cdi duoc tuoi, va bay
gior thi nd da hoan toan thu tha c6 thé vao nha di ngi va nga luén mudi hai tiéng dong ho.”

“Thé thi ba n6i sao?”

“T6i bao nod chi cai chd vira x6i 1én thi né bao ching co gi quan trong, va lai nd con vao nha dé



ngu doéi chut.”

“Thé roi sao?”

“Tbi clr doi xem cai chd bi ddo bdi dy. Toi bao nd 1a tdi mudn xem nd da lamra sao?”

“Vay a?” Mason noi.

“Thua luat su, trudc day no cur lam cho t61 twong nd 1a mot c6 gai rut re hay ca then noi sao nghe
vay, nhung ong phai thiy con bé vao luc dy. N6 1y cing nhur da. N6 khong them ng6 t61, ma cling chang
hé t6 vé nao nung gi ca. N6 no1 that khé y nhu moi lan rang chuyén khong co gi quan trong, t61 sO di
qua ngac nhién va b01 roi chang qua ciing vi chuyén di xa trong dém vira r6i, nd con khuyén toi nén
quay vao nha ngay.”

“Roi sao nita?”

“Tbi lién budc ra vudn ngay va hoi tai sao lai noi doi véi toi. Toi hoi nd ddo cai hd 1am gi, no tra
lo1 la chrfmg dao cai hd nao ca.”

“Luc ay, ba phan trng thé nao?”

“To1 giat cai thudng khoi tay nd, budc qua san sau dén bii co ngay chd nd dio luc niy.”

“Cir tiép tuc.”

“Vay 14 1an dau tién n6 to ¥ chiu thi nhan viéc minh da lam, nhung n6 chang to vé xau ho gi ca, van
ctr ni véi giong khe khé nhur moi khi: ‘C6 Sara, ding lam thé’.

“T6i hoi tai sao thi nd bao: “Vi chau da cn than lap dét c6 trén cai hd do6 roi dé khoi ai trong thay
ca. Néu c6 dung vao déy thi no sé& bi 16 khién ai ciing biét 1a c¢6 ¢ chon & dudi’.”

“Sao nira?”

“T6i hoi nd chon cai gi, ong biét nd tra 101 ra sao khong?”

“Sao?”

“Nhitng goi nho dung ac-xé-nit va xi-a-nit po-tac-xi-um. Nghe thé c6 dugc khong?”

Mason néi, “Xin tiép.”

“Ay vay ma con ranh dam ca gan dtng d6 ma ndi vdi t6i rang xua niy nd van hay thir nghiém cac
loai thudc phun diét trtr sdu hai hoa, né bdo Ia n6 con c6 mot vai “hda chét phu c6 tac dung manh”, tur
ctia nd dung day, chat nay rat doc. Chinh ndé mua ac-xé-nit vé. Mot it xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um nd l1ay &
phong thi nghiém dung trong viéc khai thaic mé cua chong nd. Xua nay nd 1am thi nghiém véi cac loai
thudc phun trir nhiéu loai sdu hai cdy, bay gio né khong suu tam céc loai chat doc vi ngai luc bi tra hoi
chi can mot ai d6 c6 dinh kién san vé chat doc ma di nhom quanh ngé quat thi 13nh du ngay. N6 noi 1a
tinh hinh nay thi nén ném cac thir d6 di cho ranh tay.”

Mason héi, “Thé luc Ay ba 1am gi nao?”

“T6i nghi 1a minh can phai xét lai ddu 6c minh. T6i tin con bé. N6 khong bao gid to tiéng véi ai,
rat chi diju dang, ctr rut ré¢ nhit nhat va tinh bo mai khién t6i phai tin n6. T61 con théy x0t xa cho nd
nita kia. T6i c6 cam tinh véi nd, bao rang t6i khong thé hiéu sao nd chiu 1am chuyén cay ding nhur thé
ma van binh than ty nhién.

“Lic ay, to1 dua tay khoac 1€n nguoi no va quay vao nha. Toi Ién phong di ngu. Dang thiu thiu giic
thi nghe c6 tiéng dap cira ram ram, ngudi quan gia 1én bao cho biét 1a co mot dng si quan dang can gip
chiing toi ngay vi ¢ chuyén rat hé trong.”

“Chuyén hé trong gi thé?”

“Hinh nhu chuyén vién hoa chat bén giam dinh y khoa di tim thiy chit ac-xé-nit trong xac cua
Hotense Paxton, quan bién 1y quan can gip Myrna dé chat van.”

“Roi sa0?”

“Ho dan Myrna thang t6i vin phong bién 1y.”

“Con ba?”



“Toi ching sao ca. Ho hdi t6i & ddy bao 1au t6i da tra 16i cho ho biét. Ho hdi t6i dim ba cau roi
dan Myrna 1én phong bién 1y.”

“Phan trng ctia ba Myrna Davenport ra sao?”” Mason hoi.

Sara Ansel noi, “Thi ciing gibng nhu moi khi vay théi. NO yén lang va nhat nhat nhu chudt. N6
chang hé to tiéng mot 10i. N6 bao né vui mirng dugc 1én phong bién 1y, nhung né thay can phai ngi doi
chat, vi da thirc sudt dém do chuyén bénh cua chéng.”

“Roi sa0?”

“Toi chi biét ¢6 thé. Ho dan Myrna di. Nhung t6i bat dau suy xét lai, t0i nghi suy mai veé thir keo
ma Ed Davenport mang theo trong tui xac. Thua 6ng biét khong, Myrna con bao voi 61 1a m01 lan
chong n6 di dau nd deu chuan bi tai xdc cho chong. N6 ndi 1a chong né rat vung. .. dén miy bd quan 4o
ma ciing chang biét sap xép nira kia.”

Mason n6i, “Chuyén dé ciing thudng thdi. Pa sé phu nit déu gitp d& cho chong nhu vay.”

“Toi biét, nhung thé c6 nghia 1a chic nd da xép dit ké ca goi keo & trong xac, vi thé toi da lung
khap lac n6 di khoi. Toi mdi kham so cac mén dd mot chut thi...”

Mason hoi, “Ba dinh tim gi?”

“Q, chi tim nhitng thir can dé xem thoi.”

“Ba di vao phong cua co ay?”

“Ay, vang.”

“Vay ba thay nhiing gi?”

“Tbi thiy c6 mot hdp keo trong ban gidy cta nd twong tir nhu loai keo ma Ed Davenport dem theo
mdi 1an di xa... d6 12 loai keo nho c6 sdcola 4o nude duong. Chinh Myrna ciing thich keo. T6i nhd ¢6
vai hop keo cung loai ndm véi dau day trong phong chinh, miy bita nay Myrna ctt bao t4i dn gitip cho
hét. Toi chi an mot vai cai thoi, boi con phai gitt minh cho khoi map ra. Tuy vay, ong van c6 thé hiéu
1a viéc nay hé trong nhu thé nao. Y nghia ciia toan bo su viéc 12 & chd do.

“Troi 0! Gia nhue né ma ¢d tinh dau doc t6i thi sao day! Thir nghi, chi can mot vién keo ¢ tim doc
ma n6 dem moi t6i! Hoa 13 ti s6 moi dung vao miy vién keo 4y.

“Sau day no con nai t6i an nita. T6i so phat phi nén khéng dung cai ndo, nhung dng c6 thé hiéu y
d6 1o ra sao roi. Lic ay toi thiy né ctr ndn ni khong phai 18 ti nao.

“Bay gio, nhd lai chuyén ndy, toi mdi thdy 13 1au nay con ranh Ay né ¢ ¥ che mat t6i. Toi co thé
nghi ¢én mot loat nhitng chuyén nhé ma trude day tdi ctr cho 1a v6 nghia, nhung bay gid thi ching bat
dau khép nhau. Con d6 1a mot ké sat nhan, dau doc, mot hang phu nit doc 4c nhu kiéu Lucrezia
Borgia.”

Mason ngam nghi cac sy viéc trong vai gidy, doan néi, “Cho phép toi hoi mot cau. Theo chS to1
hiéu, thi hai ngudi, ba va c6 Myrna, trong tho1 gian ¢ Crampton lic nao ciing & gin nhau. Ba. .

“Q khong, cai d6 thi khong dang r61. N6 con lai mdt minh voi chong trong luc t6i dang tam Thé
161, ngay sau khi ong bac si bao rang Ed da chét va khoa cira phong thi t6i di goi dién thoai cho ong.
Bay gio t01 nho 1a co trong thay no dang chuyén tro vo1 mot gd dan 6ng nao do luc toi quay vé phong.
Sau day thi no va ngudi dan ong kia chia tay. Bira ay toi khong dé tam dén chuyén nay cho 13m boi toi
nghi ¢6 1& ddy 1a mot trong nhirng khach thué phong tro ghé dén dé chia buon Nhung bay gio, t61 biét
c6 18 do 1a mot tén tong pham. C6 1€ tén nay dé vao phong bang nga ctra s6. Sau khi vao trong roi thi
gd du thong minh dé khoac le mot bd do ngi. Chéc 1 gi da chudi cai xac ra cira s6 va day vao xe cla
minh. Tiép theo, cho t6i khi chic chan 1a c¢6 ngudi dang nhin, gi méi tréo ra cira sd6 mot 1an nita, leo
1én xe roi 1ai di biét luén.”

Mason néi, “Bao nhi€u tinh cam cua ba duong nhur thay ddi qua u dot ngot.”

“Ay, qua dung nhu thé. Tai sao lai khong khac dugc? Mit nay da duoc 16t vay roi kia ma, thua ong



Mason.”

“Cam on ba da cho toi biét diéu ay.”

Sara Ansel noi, “Y ong luat su dinh 1am sao day?”

“Toi chua biet.”

“Tbi thi biét minh phai 1am gi r6i. Toi c6 ¥ dinh 1am sang to moi su. Toi nhat quyét s& bao vé danh
du va uy tin ciia minh.”

Mason noi, “Tdi hiéu rdi. Theo t6i thi trong do6 c6 ca viéc di trinh Cyc canh sat?”

“T6i khong ¢ y dinh di trinh canh sat, nhung chic chin 1a t6i s& khong lang tranh néu ho tim dén
t01.”

Mason hoi, “Thé ba dinh ndi v6i ho nhitng gi vé t6i?”

“Y ong mudn néi vé chuyén di 1én Paradise dé lay 14 thu?”

Ba Sara Ansel nhin vao anh mit cua Mason dang nhin minh, vé ham ham, khong khoan nhugng,
“T6i s& ndi vGi ho vé sy that.”

Mason ndi mot cach lanh ling, “T6i chic 1 ba s& lam vay.”

“To1 nghi 1a Ong khong c6 thai do cong tac voi to1, ong Mason a.”

“To1 1a luat su, t61 chi hop tac véi than chu cua to1 thoi.”

“Than chi! Ong mudn ndi dng van con 1a dai dién cho ngudi dan ba d6 sau khi nd da doi xtr voi
ong nhu thé, sau khi n6 da dat ong vao mdt cai thé nhu vay, sau khi n6 da noi dbi néi tra voi ong, sau
khi n6...”

Mason noi, “Toi V§1n s& 1a dai dién cho ba ay, it ra toi muén trong thiy ba Ay duoc bién ho trude
toa va khong bi ket an vé toi gl ngoai trur bang phu:orng thirc tién hanh dting dan theo luat phap.”

Sara Ansel xang giong, “Oi, toan 1a ngd ngan ca.’

Ba dung day khoi ghé, ham huc nhin Mason mét luc, roi noi, “Gia ma toi biét minh di phi thi gid
mot cach vo ich.”

N6i doan ba quay lung va budc nhanh ra cira. Ba giat manh canh ctra, ngoai nhin lui va néi, “Thé
ma t6i cir tim cach gitip 6ng mdi chét chu!”

Ba buodc ra hanh lang, Mason nhin canh ctra dong lai, noi véi Della Street, “Do6 1a chuyén tht phai
dién ra khi mot luat su chép nhan sy that hién nhién.”

“Y 6ng bao sao?”

Mason giai thich, “Loi phat biéu cua than cha véi ludt su cia minh 13 van dé kin. Nhan vién hay
thur ky riéng cua ong ta co thé c¢6 mit trong cudc trao doi va cudc trao d6i nhu thé van duogc coti la kin.
Luat phap bao vé diéu nay Nhung khi ¢6 mot nhan vat thr ba c6 mat thi cudc trao d6i 4y khong con
duoc xem nhu kin nira.”

“Nhung. Chia oi, ddy 1a ba ta cing dén v6i ba 4y, mot phu nit do chinh ba ta dan lai..

“Tbi biét chir. Liic bay gio ba Davenport nghi 1a c6 ba Ansel cung di vo1 minh la rat co loi. Toi la
luat su. Pang 1y t6i nén cuong quyét yéu cau cudc trao doi vé 14 thu phai & trong vong riéng tu kin ddo
co.”

“Con néu khéng dugc thé? C6 van dé gi khong?”

Mason dap, “Néu khong duoc thé thi cudc trao doi s& khong con thudc loai trao doi co dic quyén.”

“Ong c6 y ndi 1a s& khong thé tranh phai tra 101 nhirng cau chit van vé chuyén nay?”

“Pung nhu thé, mot khi nhirng cau chat van lai do chinh nhitng nhan vat du tu cach noi 1én tai dién
dan hop phap do chinh quyén cho phép.”

“Con bay gid cho t6i luc Ay thi sao?”

“Cho t6i lic d6 thi t61 khong can phai tra 101 bat cir mot cau chat van nao ca.”

Della Street hoi, “Vay d6i v6i bién 1y & quan Butte thi ching ta phai lam gi?”



“Q, chiing ta c6 quyén noi chuyén. Bdo voi dién dai 1a toi sin sang tiép khi ong ay goi t§i nhé.”

Della Street ban ¢ dang may mot luc thi gat dau ra hiéu cho Perry Mason.

Ong nhic may noi bang giong rat tu nhién, “Perry Mason nghe day.”

Tiéng n6i qua dudng day nghe hoi guong gao, nhu thé do mdt ngudi cb che gidu thai do deé dat
béng giong diura vé rat bao dan, “Jonathan Haider, thua ong Mason. T61 1a bi¢n 1y & quan Butte, xin
phep dugc ndi chuyén voi ong, va co thu ky cua 6ng.”

Mason 14y giong than mat, “Dugc chu. Toi rat han hanh duoc tlep ong, thua 6ng Halder, du 1a qua
dién thoai. Nhu’ng to1 thac méac khong hiéu tai sao ong lai phai chat van chung toi vé mot viéc ma toi
thay chi 13 cong viéc rt binh thudng.”

Halder néi, “Ay, chuyén nay c6 18 khong binh thuong. Biy gid ching ta c6 thé ban t6i theo cach 6n
hoa dé chiu hoidc 1a gay go ciing duogc.”

Mason hoi lai, “Theo cach gay go?”

Halder guong lay giong clng ran.

“Tat nhién 1a t6i c6 quyén dua toan bo van dé ra trude toa va. .

Mason hoi, “Van dé gi vay?”

“Van dé da dua ong dén day va nhitng viéc ong lam.”

Mason ngét 161 mot cach vui vé, thAn mat nhu thé dang n61 chuyén voi mot ngudi ban cd tri, “Troi
oi, néu vi 1y do gi d6 ma 6ng t6 ra nghiém tic quan tim dén nhitng viéc t61 va c6 Della Street da 1am
trong dia phuwong ctia ong thi chiing t6i rat han hanh tra 161 cac ciu chat van. Ong khoi can phai ban
tam nghi dén hoi thim doan hay phai dung t6i trat doi hoic bat i thu tuc phap 1y nao hét...”

“Toi rat vui mirng duoc nghe 6ng phat biéu nhu vay!” Halder ngat 1o Mason, giong diéu binh
thuong

“Co & 61 nghl sai vé ong. Ngudi ¢ day cho biét 6ng c6 kha nhidu muu mo tri xdo, vay néu 6ng
khong duoc tham van thi c6 18 t6i s& di dén clng, ngay ca viéc dung dén trat doi.”

Mason nga dau ra sau, cuoi 16n, “Puoc, duge, duge thoi. Danh dy ctia mdt con nguo1 nao co khac
gi ao anh ¢ mot khoang cach nao do co thé bi bop méo. Toan bd chuyén ndy quan trong téi mirc ndo,
thua 6ng Halder? Khi nao thi 6ng can gip t61?”

“To1 e chuyén nay rat h¢ trong, nén t61 mudn gap Ong cang sém cang t6t.”

Mason n6i, “Lic ndy t6i c6 hoi ban day.”

Lai mot 1an nita giong ndi cua Halder tr¢ nén rét cang, “Thua 6ng Mason, chuyén rét quan trong,
khong phai chi vi tinh hinh & day ma vi t61 hién dang lam viéc véi cac giéi chire thi hanh, da co6 su
thoa thudn chung 1a ching ti can phai...”

Mason lai cudi 16n, “Tat nhién, tit nhién roi. Toi hiéu chr. Ong budc vao mot linh vyc hoat dong
chinh tri, thé roi ngudi ta gid tro giy ap luc véi 6ng, tiép theo, toi nghi 13 c6 ngudi ndo da mach 1éo
v6i bao chi, thé 1a diéu ma 6ng nhan ra trude tién 1a chinh minh bi roi vao mdt cai thé diéu dung.
Hodc tuy 6ng dan toi dén dé chét van, hodc 1a 6ng bi thién ha chi trich phé binh.”

Mot 1an nita, Halder lai co 1ay giong binh than ty nhién, ¢ Ong Mason a, chic 6 ong mac bénh tim 1y,
hoac khong thi 6ng da thanh bién 1y dia phwong ¢ mot cong d6ng khong may to tat day

Mason ndi, “Ay, tuy c6 hoi ban that, nhung 01 va Della Street co thé 1én trén ddy duoc thoi. Xem
d3. Toi s& dung may bay di San Francisco rdi sau ddy. ..’

“Phyc vu hang khong ctia chung t6i & day hoi yéu.”

Mason n6i, “Ciing dugc thdéi. Toi ban dén chang con thi gid dé chd cac chuyén bay theo lich trinh
dau. To6i xin bdo dé ong rd nhitng gi tdi s& lam, 6ng Halder nhé. Toi s& 1én San Francisco hay sang
Sacramento, sau day t6i lai thué luén mot chuyén bay. O Oroville c6 bai dap khong nhi?”

“0, co day.”



“Duogc rdi. Toi s& co mat tai bai dap vao nim gio ba muoi khong sai mot phat.”

“Q, 6ng khoi phai can vat va va an dinh trudc gio dén. Toi chi can ndi chuyén véi 6ng, va cb nhién
1a cang som cang tot. Nhung...”

“Déng ¥ thoi. Ong 1a mdt con nguoi ban ron cong viée lu bu. Toi cling ban ron, cling co6 nhiéu viéc
phai lam. Thoi thi ching ta chi can hen nhau dé 6ng biét luc nao gip toi va téi nam chac 1a khi dén noi
s& khong mit thi i tim nhau. Nam gid ba muoi, duge chi?”

“Dugc vay la t6t” Halder noi, doan bang giong xin 161 “Toi chiia ghét chuyén lam phién nhitng
nguo1 ban ron vbn quy trong thoi glan nhur dng. Dau sao, cung la mot van dé twong d6i nho thoi. . T6i
mudn néi éng chic chin s& dugc giai thich, nhung... Ay, may luc nay toi bi ap luc kha nang voi lai..

Mason ra vé thin mat, “T6i hiéu roi. Pirng ban khoan vé chuyén ay, ong Halder a. Toi san long lam
vy co mi. Toi va co Della Street s& ¢ mit trén 4y liic nim gid ba muwoi.”

Mason gac may, nhin Della Street va cuoi.

Della Street noi, “Ong chu, ro 1a 6ng da bo cude khong dau tranh vé chuyén nay.”

Mason ndi, “Chung ta can phai thuc tién chu, Della.”

“Xir sy nhu vy ma 1a thyc tién sao?”

Mason gat dau.

“Tb6i khong hiéu noi day.”

Mason ndi, “Cac su viéc dbi véi chung ta hi¢n con dang nong hoi déy ma. T6i mudn tranh né dé
khoi bi chat van cang lau cang tot.”

“Vang.”

“Vay c6 nghia 1a t6i khong mudn tiép dam nha bao, canh sat hay bién 1y dia phuong. T6i can co
chat thoi gian dé dan do suy nghi va nhit 13 dé cho hat gidng da gieo du thoi gian nidy mam. Toi mudn
cho xem Paul Drake c6 phat hién thém nhirng gi md1 khong,”

“Va nhu vay 13 6ng c6 thé bi nga vao hai tay dua sin ra cta vién bién 1y & quin Butte 16i, & day
chic chin ong s& khong dam tra 151 nhitng cau hoi dé dan minh vao céi thong long.”

Mason néi, “Hién gio cang tra 101 nhiéu cAu hoi chat van cang dé bi sa vao thong long. Hay lo tp
trung nghil dén cac thuc té, chac thé nao co ciing tim thiy duoc mot tinh hung tuyét voi, Della a!

“Trudc mat, ching ta co thé di khoi ddy ngay 1ap tire. Khong con thoi gian dé tra 10i ai dau. Chung
ta can phai di may bay de gitr hen vo1 vién bién 1y ¢ quan Butte. Chung ta dugc cong chung ¢ do biét
to1 nhiéu va nhu vay sé rat co loi, boi 18 ngay vira khi biét vién bién 1y quan do co6 y dinh chit van thi
ching ta di voi bo hét cong viée dé bay tdi dia phuong clia 6ng ta, dé cho 6ng ta khoi dung dén céc
bién phéap cudi cuing,

“Chung ta 4n dinh thoi gian dén vao lic thuin tién 1a dé khoi tat bat vo ich. Chung ta di khoi van
phong, nhung chiang can phai cho ai biét ching ta dang & dau. Ho khong thé goi d6 1a cudc trén chay
bdi 1& chiing ta dang trén duong di hoi ddm véi nha chirc trach quan Butte, theo 101 yéu cau ciia ho co
ma.

“Hon nira, Della, vi chung ta da an dinh truéc thoi gian dén, di nhién béo chi & quan Butte at biét
tin ndy. Chiing ta da cho biét thoi gian dén 13 ltc ndo nén bao gidi s& co6 mit & d6 cung véi ca mot
doan pho nhom nita day.”

Della Street noi, “Bay gio thi toi da thiy tinh huéng sang sta 1am roi. Chung ta s& hudng dugce nim
sau tiéng dong ho rét chi 13 thoai mai. Nhung khi dén quan Butte roi thi khong biét 13 chuyén gi s& dién
ra day?”

Mason néi, “P6 1a diéu ma ngay ca t6i ciing dang thic mac.”

“Ong c6 dinh tra 11 khi ho chit van vé nhirng vi¢c minh da lam tai cdn nha ¢ Paradise khong?”’

“Tuyét dbi khong.”



“Lam sao tranh né dugc nhi?”
“Mong 1a t61 s€ tim duoc cach. Théi, Della a, hay bat dau thoi. Toi can may phut dé nghién ctru
luat, sau do6 s€ khoi hanh. Co di dang ky may bay trong lic t61 ban nhé.”



Chuong 6

Chiéc may bay Mason thué & Sacramento bay qua nhiing ngon nui thip bé ctia thi train Marysville nam
phia dudi canh trai, nhitng ngon nai trong that rd nét, voi hinh thi ky di ¢ sau thi tran Oroville bat dau
hién o dan. Do 1a nhirng ngon nui c6 mat bang, cao chirng ba trim mét, ndi 1én 0 khu vuc chung
quanh, phia trén mat bang phang nhu san nha. Tai day 16p phan thach khong 16 thoi tién st da bao phu
khap vung, roi dan dan, khi nhitng dudng ranh nho da bién thanh mot he théng dan thoat, thi tlen trinh
x0i mon dat lién tyc di dao khoét nén nhitng khe nho chay xuong tan thung Iiing. Pén nay thi tim cao
ctia toan khu vuc & ngoai thi trdn di bi x6i mon mat di hang miy chuc mét dé lai nhitng noi trudc day
da duoc 16p phan thach pha 1én 16p dat mém bén dudi, ngdy nay trong dich that 1a nhitng ngon nii c6
mit bang,

Della Street nhin dong hd deo tay, noi, “Chung ta s& tim dén noi ding gid khong sai mot giay.”

Mason gat dau, “Vay 1a ching ta khoi phai vat va tat bat.”

Mason néi gop, “Va chiing ta ciing chua bi ai tham van. Cho dén phut ndy van chua c6 ai biét 1a
chiing ta dang & dau.”

Della Street héi, “Li¢u bdo chi & Los Angeles c6 khdo am 1én 1a chung ta da bo tron dé tranh bi
chat van khong?”

“Khong. Ho tat s& biét ching ta di Oroville. Ho s& yéu cau cac phong vién tai dia phuong trén ay
dua tin va chuyén vé bang hé thong day. Ho sé& tuyén b rang chiing ta dang ban khong thé tiép bao chi,
nhung ho cling danh phai giai thich 1a ching ta dang cong tac voi nha chire trach day.”

May bay chic xudng va bat dau ha. Della Street n6i, “Kha nhanh ddy. Ong sap phai lo tim céach
tranh tra 101 di thoi.”

Mason gat dau.

“Ong dinh cach nao day?”

“Gio thi chua biét, phai doi dén lic nghe hoi da.”

Nang néi, “Pugc. Dau sao ong ciing ngii duge doi chat trén may bay.”

“Con ¢, ngon giac khong, Della?”

“Kha ngon, nhung t6i lo qua nén khong ngi1 dugc nhiéu.”

Mason noi, “Hay dé cho ho hoi toi trude nhé. Néu ho ¢b tim cach phong van c6 riéng thi hiy bao
vo1 ho ¢6 la thu ky riéng, nén c6 nghi la tit ca nhu’ng cau hoi phai dugc to1 tra 101 trudce, cd chi tra 101
nhirng cau hoi vé cac van dé ma t6i da tra 101 roi, cd khoi ¢ vao cai thé phai tra 101 nhirng cau c6 lién
quan t&i van de to1 da coi nhu la thudc pham vi dac quyen C6 khong phai 1a luat su, nén khong hiéu
nhirng déc quyén phap 1y nén c6 mudn dé chinh t6i quyét dinh.”

“Vé nhitng dleu ching ta da lam, da biét, 3 ndi va da nghe, t6i mirc d6 nao thi chung co thé duoc
coi nhu 1a thude vé dic quyen phéap dinh?”

Mason kh€ nhuin vai, lay O thi 4o ra mot quyen sO, “Tét nhién, van dé cbt tir chinh 1a ¢ chd do.

“Céc nha chirc trach mdi noi c6 dé tai tim hiéu riéng. Trong vu 4n ciia Gallagher kién William, ma
s6 23 Cal. 371, ¢6 4n dinh mot cach chung chung rang, nhitng 101 phat biéu cua thin cha c6 sy hién
dién ctia nhitng ngudi khac thi khong thé duogc coi 1a dic quyén va do d6 ludt su phai tiét 16 chang, vé



sau, trong vu 4n Nhan dan kién Rittenhouse, mi s6 56 CA. 541 lai c6 an dinh ring, nguoi thir ba khong
duoc xép vao loai c6 quan hé mat ma do tinh co nghe dugc nhirng 101 trao doi gitra luat su va than chu
thi c6 thé tiét 1o nhitng diéu da nghe. Tiép dén, trong vu Nhan dan kién 6ng White, mi s6 102 Ca 647,
lai 4n dinh réng, su trao doi gitra luat su va cac than chu c6 su hién dién cia nguoi thtr ba thi khong
duoc xem 13 nhitng su trao d6i c6 dic quyén. Tuy nhién, trong vu ay lai c6 van dé 1a xét thir cac 10i
trao d6i c6 nham muc dich mang tinh chit mat hay khong. Toa di théng nhit 1a luat su c6 thé duoc yéu
cu xac minh vé cac cau chuyén gitra minh va cac bi cdo trudc sy hign dién cua nguoi thir ba.

“Mai sau nay, lai c6 vu an Nhan dan kién 6ng Hall, ma s 55 6A.2D, 343, nguo1 ta chu trrong réng
nhitng cudc trao doi gitra luat su va than chu trudc su hién dién cua nguoi thir ba thi khong dugce coi
nhu 13 ddc quyén. Toi da pham sai 1am 16n 1a dé cho ba Sara Ansel nghe lot cau chuyén.”

“Nhung ma, 6ng chu o1, lam sao ong tién liéu dugc su viéc lai dién ra nhu thé nay?”

Mason hoi, “Tai sao khong? Luat su phai biét tién liéu, khong chi nhitng sy viéc s€ xdy ra ma con
ca nhitng viéc c6 kha ning xay ra nita kia. Chuyén hai ba ay cii va lanh nhat nhau thi chang c6 gi vo 1y
dau. Con khi khong ma nguoi thir ba lai ¢c6 mat thi luat su khong nén...”

“Nhung ma ong chu a, lay Chaa, ba ta cir gianh noi hét thi Myrna Davenport tit khong bao gid chiu
ké cau chuyén cho 6ng nghe dau.”

Mason néi, “Myrna Davenport noi tiéng me dé duoc co ma. Co ta dau co can thong ngdn. R3 rang
1a Sara Ansel di nhay vao va choi troi that dy.”

‘May bay ludt nhe qua thi tran Oroville, bay that sat dé nhin thiy ro nhiing toa nha chiém cir nhitng
chd quan trong dudi bong cay cao vut.

Della Street noi, “Cay c6i ¢ day trong xinh qua. Ctr bay & trén d6 cao nhu thé nay thi trong cay coi
16n that.”

Mason néi, “Mua h¢ & ddy oi birc lam. Thién nhién bu trir bang cach bién thi trin nay thanh cbi
thién duong danh rleng cho loai cay, cho bong mat. Hon nira, cay ¢ day moc qua cao, lai cho bong
mat. Kia, to1 noi roi, Della, hdy can dam chd himg trén mua phdo trat xuéng nhé.”

Chiéc may bay nghiéng manh, ddo vong dé tim chd dap rdi ldn banh vao cang.

Mot nhém nguoi chay voi va. Dan dau 1a cac vi phd nhom mang theo may quay phim va dén pha
trong tu thé sdn sang hoat dong. Phia sau ho, vai ngudi ra vé dudng bé chitng chac nhung van khong
giam vé khan cap, ho 1 nhém ngudi dén c6 chi dich.

Tt trén may bay budc xuéng, Mason va Della Street ¢6 chi ¥ trong cac thé ding dé cho nhom tho
anh chup that day du.

Céc phong vién bao chi cAm xap gidy nhap va bat chi, sdn sang ghi phong van.

Mot phong vién chen ra trude, hoi, “Xin ong cho biét quy danh.”

Mason tuoi1 cuoi, “Perry Mason.”

“Tén ho phai khong a?”

“Perry Mason.”

Ga quay sang Della Street, “Con ¢6?”

“Della Street.”

“C0 la thu ky riéng ctia 6ng Mason?”

“Vang.”

“Xin cam on.” Ga phong vién noi va bit tay Mason.

“Pugc thdi.” Mason dap lai, nu cudi dang & trén moi dng bong héo di khi 6ng nhan ra 13 ga phong
vién da chudi vao tay minh mot manh giay nho gip san. Mason voi dit ban tay phai vao tai 40 ngoai,
mim cudi nhin mot ngudi thanh nién hoi map dang x6 day chen 14n dé toi gan. Ong hoi:

“Ong Halder?”



“Chinh t6i. T61 la bién ly quan. Con day la ngai Quan trudng. Toi cling 6 mot 6ng pho tham & day.
T6i mubn dua xe vé vin phong ngay néu ong khong thdy gi tré ngai.”

Mason dép, “T61 vui long l1am bat clr viéc gi thuan lgi cho cac ngai.”

“Chung t6i c¢6 san day chiéc xe clia quan, s& dua ong vé vin phong quin va lam le cudc phong
van.”

Mason ndi, “Tét tho. Vlen phi cong ctia t6i dugce phép bay thir may nén da cho t6i biét 1a c6 thé vé
bat ctr g10’ ndo vao tbi nay.”

“Tb6i 14y 1am ban long 13 dng phai bo tién riéng dé thué chuyén bay nhu thé nay, 6ng Mason a...
nhung ching t6i chang biét 1am sao hon. Chiing t6i hién dang cd giam bét moi chi phi cho cong viée
quan ¢ day.”

Mason noéi that khé, that nhe nhang, “T61 rat cam thong. Xin dirng ban tam dén chuyén dé nira.”

Haider quay sang cac phong vién bdo chi, “Tbi 1ay lam tiéc khién cac vi that vong, nhung khong
mudn cac vi dimg & day phong van dng Mason. T6i mudn t6 chirc cudc tim hiéu theo cach riéng. Sau
d6, 161 s& phat mot ban thong bao cho bao chi, hodc 1a cac phong vién s& duoc moi dén tai vin phong
quan... Trir phi ong Mason c6 ¥ kién phan d6i.”

Mason nd nu cudi vui vé thin mat, “Téi chua hé c6 ¥ kién gi phan ddi bao chi ca. Toi cho ho biét
tAt ca moi tin tirc... c¢d nhién 13 trix nhitng tin thudc loai mat ma vi cac ly do chién luoc, khong thé tiét
16 duoc.”

Halder néi, “Pugc, thé 1a tdt, rat hoan nghénh tinh than cong tac cua ong, ong Mason a. T61 xin hét
1ong bay t6 sy hoan nghénh nhiét tinh ddi véi tinh than cong tic nay. Bay gid thi xin mdi 6ng va cd
Della Street 18n xe. Con cac phong vién nha bao, xin dirng hoi gi ca cho dén khi ndo xong cudc phong
van tai vin phong ctia t6i nhé.”

Mason néi, “Xin cho mét chut. To1 can gui mot dign tin.”

Ong rut cai vi O tul ao trén, mo ra va xem ky bén trong mot luc, sau d6 bo tay phai vao tai suon,
14y ra mt manh g1ay xép gap do ga phong vién nha bao luc ndy da chudi vao tay ong, dem trai dit 1én
mat trong cai vi dé doc birc thu nhan giri dugc danh may.

“Toi la Pete Ingram, phong vién bao Oroville Mercury. Mabel Norge, thu ky cua Ed.
Davenport, di bé di. Téi khéng tim ra dwoc c6 dy. Chang ai biét c6 ta & dau. Chiéu hém qua
cé dy dd rit gan hét sé tién & ngdn hang Paradise. Pirng thdc mdc tai sao t6i biét vi ddy la tin
riéng. Téi 1¢ cho éng biét tin ndy bdi hy vong la né cé thé cé ich cho éng. Ong cé thé gip lai
bang cdch cho téi biét tin mdt”.

Mason xép cai vi, nhét 14 thu vao trong, bo vi vao tii 4o, dua mat nhin khap ddm ngudi it 6i dang
tap trung chung quanh, cho dén luc 6ng gap doi mat nhin c6 ¥ do hoi cua Pete Ingram. Mason khé gt
dau that nhe khong al trong thay

Halder noi, “Ay, néu 6ng mubn giri dién tin, thi ching tdi co thé. .

Mason ngat 101, “O, toi nghi thdi dé sau ndy ciing duoc. Dau sao thl chung t6i ciing chang phai &
lau.”

Halder n61 mot cach nhiét tinh, “T61 cling hy vong nhu vay.”

Mason va Della Street budc 1€n 0-t6. Vién Quin truong ngdi cling day trude voi Halder, 6ng nay
cam tay lai. Vién pho tham 14 Oscar Glencoe, 16n tu6i hon Halder, ngdi & ghé tay trai, im lang chiang
ndi. Della Street ngdi gitra, con Mason thi ngdi bén tay phai.

Chiéc xe 1t ga tang toc luc, Halder 1ai xe thang dén toa 4n quan. Ong néi véi Mason, “Néu khong
c6 gi phién cho 6ng thi chiing ta s& md cudc phong van tai vin phong riéng clia ngai Quan truong.”

Mason n6i mot cach vui vé, “Chd nao ciing duoc ca.”

Ho xudng xe. Vién Quén trudng dan trudce, di vao van phong riéng ctia minh. Tai day ghé da duoc



sdp xép san quanh ban lam viéc. Nhin khip mot luot, Mason cam thdy chic chin la ¢ day co bo tri kin
mot b phén vi am va thau bang. Vién Qun truong 1én tiéng, “Xin moi ngai xudng day. Jon, ong cd
can ngdi & ban bén d6 dé néu cau hoi khong?”

Halder dap, “Xin cam on.” Doan Ong ta ngdi xudng trong chjéc ghé di dong ¢ ban gidy. Nhitng
nguot khac cling déu ngdi xudng. Halder can than cho cho dén khi tiéng ghé x6 day va cham sau cung
chim dut méi bat dau néu cau hoi thir nhit. Nhu thé cang chimg to cudc phong van dang duge thu vao
may.

Halder dang hang, 1dy ¢ tii 40 mot tai liéu, trai ra trén mit ban trude mat hoi, “Ong Mason, 6ng va
co thu ky ctia Ong, co Street c6 mit tai Paradise vao chiéu toi hém qua?”’

Mason vira noi vira suy nghi, “Dé xem. M&i ngiy hom qua thoi u? Toi chic 1a dung nhu thé, thua
ngai ¢b van. Bao nhiéu viéc xay ra nén ctr ngd nhu 1 da dién ra tir ngdy hom trude. Khong, t6i chac 1a
ngay hom qua. Ttrc 1a ngay mudi hai... thir Hai. Bung vay.”

“Va ong di vao ngdi nha cua Edward Davenport tai duong Crestvicn Drive?”

Mason né ny cuodi de chiu, no1, “A nay, to1 dé y thiy ngai dang doc nhing cau hoi, thua ngai
Haider. Do d9, tdi cho rang cudc phong vain ndy mang tinh chit cia mot cudc hoi 14y cung chinh thirc,
vy day.”

“Thi co6 gi khac dau?” Halder héi ra vé tuoi tinh.

Mason dap, “O, khac qua di chir. Néu ching ta dang trd chuyén mot cach binh thudng thi thoi, con
néu ngai dang néu nhirng cau hdi theo quy cach c6 ghi san trén mot to gidy da chuan bi thi t6i can phai
than trong suy nghi nhitng cau minh s€ tra 161 chir a.”

Halder hoi béng mot giong thodng bién thanh ngod vuc, “Tai sao? Su that thi lac nao chéng la su
that?”

Mason dap, “Ay, dung 1a nhu thé, nhung hiy 14y cau hoi vira rdi cta ngai 1am vi du. Ngai hoi toi
cO vao ngodi nha cua Edward Davenport khong?”

Thai do cua Halder to ra canh giac, “Thi tat nhién cau ay c6 thé tra 101 12 c¢6 hodc khong thoi.”

Mason, “Dau phai, dau c6 dé dang nhu vay duoc.”

“Tai sao khong?”

“Chung ta hiy cho 1a nhu thé ndy: Néu cudc phong van dugc t6 chirc nhur 14 chinh thirc nghiém tic
thi t6i can phai to ra rat than trong khi phat biéu sao cho chinh xac mot tram phan tram.”

“Vang, toi mudn nhur thé day, va to1 nghi rang ong ciing mudn thé.”

Mason ndi, “Do vay, tdi mudn phat biéu rang t6i da di vao mot ngdi nha di thudc quyén sé hitu cua
ba Edward Davenport.”

Haider néi, “Khoan d nhé. Ngoi nha ay trudc day 1a noi ong Davenport lam viéc va...”

Mason ngat, “Chinh cai chd nay day. Chinh d6 1a diém t6i dang c6 luu ¥ t6i.”

“Tb6i khong hiéu y ong.”

“Ngai khong hiéu u? Néu ngai dang tro chuyén mot cach binh thuong va hoi o1 c6 vao can nha cua
Ed. Davenport ¢ trén do khong thi, ay, thi at s& tra 101 mot cach vo thuong vo phat va khong do du
rang ‘Qua dung thé’. Con néu day 1a cudc phong Van dang hoang chinh thirc va ngai hoi t61 c6 vao can
nha thudc quyén sé hitu ctia Davenport thi lac Ay t6i don thuin chi quan tim téi van dé di san cta
Edward Davenport ¢ Paradise bang California c6 thé bj twéc doat mot cach phi phap hodc trai phép,
ma bo1 vi ¢o6 ai do cam thay rang Ed Davenport da chét va c6 kha ning 1a... - xin ngai luu ¥ nhé, ngai
cd van, toi dang noi chuyén hoan toan v¢ tinh trang tinh than cua ké, hay nhleu ké, da gay ap luc d6i
v6i ngai - kha ning c6 thé xay ra 1a ba Myrna Davenport c6 dinh liu tdi cai chét cua ngudi chong. C6
ding nhu vay khong?”

“Ong Mason, e rang cau hoi niy t6i thdy kho tra 1oi dit khoat day.”



Mason néi mdt cach ngot ngao troi chay, “Ca nhu chd t6i duoc biét thi theo phap dinh, mot ké
pham t6i giét ngudi thi khong duoc thira hudng bat cir cai gi ctia nguoi chét. Nhu thé ¢ diing khong,
thua ngai ¢d van?”

“Dling thé.”

“Vay thi, gia nhu ngai dit cho t6i mot cdu hoi c6 lién quan dén quyén s hitu mot tai san nio day,
tirc 1a cau hoi vé tinh trang quyén thira ké hién tai d6i v6i tai san d6, va xin néu thém gia thiét ring d6
chinh 1 ti san ctua Ed. Davenport trong lac 6ng ndy con séng, dugc ong ta dé lai cho ngudi vo theo
cac diéu ghi trong chic thu ma xét trén giéy thi hoan toan co gié tr1 va trong cic truong hgp binh
thuong s€ dem lai cho ngudi qua phu quyén thura ké ay Thé roi, gia thiét 1a 101, xin dugc phép lam
phién ngai mot chut, tra 101 rang trong hi¢n tinh, tai san &y khong phai thudc vé ba Davenport, thi dam
s€ co nguoi nao do - tat nhién khong phai 13 ngai, thua ngai c6 van, vi toi biét ngai khong doi nao chiu
loi dung chd so sot con con ndy dau - ngudi nio d6 co6 dau 6c may moc s& dung ciu phat biéu ay dé
coi day nhur 13 du hiéu chi cho thdy, t6i da thira nhin 13 Davenport d pham tdi giét nguoi va boi 18
d6 ba ta khong duoc quyén thira ké va ciing chwa c6 quyén thira ké.”

Mason nga minh ra sau, twoi cudi nhin ba nhin vién thim van dang stng sét. Ong 14y hop thudc &
t0i 40 ra va hoi, “Co vi ndo can hat khong?”

Im lang.

Mason rat mot diéu, g0 nhe 1én mat hop thudc, cham Ira va nha mét lan khéi 16n, nét mit twoi tinh
nhin cac nhan vién dang tham van minh.

Halder noi, “Pugc, xin chd mot 1at. Mé dau thi t6i chit van ong, thé ma bay gio day hau nhu toi
dang phai tra 101 cac cAu 6ng chat van.”

Mason n6i, “Di nhién, t6i mudn tinh chat cta cudc phong van nay dugc xac dinh mot cach rd rang.
Bay gi0 t61 xin hoi ngai day, thua ngai ¢b van phap luat, véi tu cach 1a mot luat su néi chuyén vo1 mot
luat su, ngai nghi nhu thé nao? Toi co can ndi bat cir dicu gi biéu 16 ham y rang than chii ciia t6i khong
du tu cach dé thira huong cac di san cua nguoi chong qua co dé lai chang?”

“Tét nhién 1a khong roi. Co ai yéu cau ong lam chuyén 4 ay dau.”

“Pung y thé day. Vi vay, khi ngai hoi t6i mot van dé thudc vé tu cach, tdi can phai rat u than trong
khi tra 10i. Ngai c6 nghi nhu thé khong?”

Halder dép, “Ban than t6i hién khong & vao vi thé gop ¥ kién cho 6ng duoc.”

Mason thira nhan, “Ding y nhu thé. Toi hoan nghénh su thang thin ctia ngai ¢ van. Va vi 18 ngai
khong & vao vi thé gop ¥ kién cho t6i nén t6i tw gop ¥ 1dy. Vay 1a ngai da néu 1én mot van dé rat dang
quan tam. Trong hién trang, t6i khong biét minh c¢6 dugc tu do dé binh phim vé van dé tu cach chu
quyén hay khong day. Tuy nhién, ngai cir viéc tiép tuc phong van, 61 s& nhan ra nhitng gi ¢ thé lam
duogc.”

Halder lai nhin xudng to gidy clia minh, ndi, “Trong luc dng dang c6 mit trong ngdi nha ay, ngoi
nha thudc quyén so hitu ctia Ed. Davenport ¢ Paradise, 6ng c6 nhit khoa trén mot ban glay nao day,
md mot hop co khoa, va 1ay ra mot phong bi co ghi dong chir do Davenport viét: “Pé chuyén giao dén
nha chirc trach trong trudmg hop t6i chét”.”

Mason yén lang suy nghi. Halder hot, “Ong khong thé tra 101 cau hoi ndy sao?”

Mason bat moi, “Co kha nhiéu yéu to trong cau hoi nay. Toi dang dung tri dé c6 gang phén tich
chung.”

“Chang han yéu t6 gi?”

Mason néi, “Trudc hét, mot 1an nita ngai lai néu van dé chu quyén cua ngdi nha.”

Halder ndi, “Ay, thi ching ta ¢t hiéu véi nhau rang khi nao toi nhac dén ngdi nha 1a nha cta Ed.
Davenport, t6i chi néi mot cach chung chung theo nghia cua tir ngit nén chiing ta ciing dirng c6 tim cach



xac dinh quyén s& hiru thuoc vé ai 1am gi vao luc nay.”

“Q khong, néu noéi nhu thé thi mic nhién quy dinh rang t6i khong bi rang budc vao nhiing 101 phat
biéu cua minh. Giira ngai va to1 thi diéu nay chang 1 gi ca, thua ngai cd van phap luat, nhung nd sé
khong phai nhu vay d6i v6i mot ai d6... Ay, ctr cho 13 mot vién luat su lanh lung, tinh toan va tan nhin
co thé 1a dang ¢ trong tu cach la dai dién cho mot nguoi thira ké mot di san nao day.

“Nguoi thira ké ndo khac nira day?”

Mason noi, “Ay, hién tai thi t61 chua hinh dung 16, nhung chflng han nhu ba Sara Ansel. Chi ctua ba
ndy ldy anh rudt cua 6ng William Delano. Pé tién ban luan, ching ta hiy gia dinh rang di san cta
Delano khong thé dén tay Myrna Davenport.”

“Tai1 sao lai khong?”

“Q, boi nhiéu 1y do phap 1y, chang han nhu van dé xin ngai luu y cho, day chi 1 van dé co tinh
chat gia thuyét thoi. Myrna Davenport 1§ c6 bi budc toi am hai William Delano.”

Haider noi1, “Ba ta khong thé nhu thé. Ba ta bi budc t0i am hai Hotense Paxton, con Delano thi
khong bi am hai. Ong 4y ltc bay gio dang hip hdi.”

“Thé thi t6i dd duoc ngai bao dam rang ba nay khong bi két vao toi da am hai William Delano phai
khong? Va t61 cling dugc ngai bao dam rang William Delano khong b1 am hai?”

“T6i khong & vao vi thé dé co thé bao dam voi éng vé bat clr chuyén gi ca.”

Mason noi, “Vay ra 1a thé ddy. Ching ta lai quay tré lai tir dau. Theo ngai c¢b van, t6i thdy minh &
vao mdt vi thé ky cuc... Toi rat nong 1ong mubn cong tac v4i ngai, thé nhung...”

“Ong muon di dén két luan nao day? Co phai 1a Sara Ansel co thé trd thanh ngudi thira ké ching?”

Mason noi, “Ay, gia du rang Myrna khong di tu cach thira huéng di san ctia William Delano theo
btrc chic thu 6ng ay dé lai, vi 18 ba ta bi két toi am hai 6ng ay, diéu d6 co 18 s& dua ba Ansel dén chd
c6 du tu cach phap nhan dé thira ké di san tir tay ngudi em da chét cta Delano... hodc c6 dung vay
khong? Thua ngai ¢b van tu phap, t6i thang thin thira nhan rang t6i chua tra xét toi luat thira ké.”

Halder noi, “To1 cling vay thoi.”

Mason ndi, “Vay thi c6 1€ ching ta nén tra ciru ngay bay gio th6i.”

Halder dap, “0, khoi, khoi. Ching ta chi lam cho van dé thém rac rbi thoéi. Toi mudn nhitng van dé
do t6i néu ra van gitr tinh don gian va t6i mudn c nhitng cau tra 101 that gian don, dut khoat.”

Mason noi, “Toi cling rat mudn nhu thé, nhung viéc nay lai tr¢ thanh mot phién toa tra hoi co tinh
chit nghiém tc khién tinh hudng hoa ra qua phién phirc.”

“T6i dang c6 ging lam cho tinh huéng nay tré nén binh thudng thoi.”

Nhu’ng chinh ngai lai bao no la nghiém tic co ma.”

“Ay, cai d6 con tuy cach 6ng hiéu nghiém tac 1a nhu thé nao.’

“Ay, t6i chi két hop nhitng ¥ nghi cta toi thoi.”

Mason nhin Halder ¢ vé trach moc, “Thwa ngai ¢d van, diéu 4y ma 13 1y do duy nhat dé soan sin
cac cau hoi dugc sao? Cai ly do doc nhat day u?”

Halder bong 16 vé bdi roi, “Ay, di nhién la nhu thé roi. Toi da hoi ¥ voi cac vi khac, nhitng vi ay
dé nghi néu nhitng ciu hoi dic biét ho can dugc giai dap.”

“Va boi vi ngai chdp nhan cac dé nghi cua ho vé nhirng cau hoi can phai duoc giai dap nén ngai da
ghi san nhu vay sao?”

“Phan nao 1 nhu vay.”

Mason no6i, “Thé day. Cai cau hoi ma bay gio ngai dem ra hoi t6i di dugc bién 1y & Los Angeles
nghi ra thuan tiy nham muc dich dan dung mot 1y thuyét nio ddy vé vy 4n ma ong ta ¢ san. Va thé 1a
ong ta co thé phan tich cau tra 101 cua toi theo cach co tinh chat ki thuat nhat.”

“Nhung than cha cua 6ng dau co6 bi két toi trong vu muu sat William Delano, ngudi cau cua ba ta.



Ba ta bi két tdi vao vu muu sat c6 Hotense Paxton.”

“Va vy muru sat ¢6 tinh chat gia dinh ay 1am cho ba ta c6 quyén hudng phan 16n di san ctia William
Delano?”

“T6i hiéu tinh hudng 1a nhu vay.”

“Vay xac cua William Delano da dugc khai quat chua?”

“Chua.”

“Tai sao chua?”

“Vi cai chét cua 6ng nay 1a cai chét tu nhién thoi.”

“Lam sao ngai biét?”

“Lic 4y 6ng ta dang hap hdi. Ong ay chét dan chét mon trong nhiéu thang trudc do.”

“MOot nguoi chet dan chét mon thi khoi bi chat doc tac hai sao?”

“Bo 6ng dang ¢b tinh tao ra su hiéu ngdm rang than chi ctia 6ng da dau doc William Delano hay
sao day?”

Mason noi, “Troi dat, toi biét 1a ba ta khong 1am nhu vay roi.”

“Lam sao Ong biét dugc?”

“Boi toi biét ba ay khong dau doc ai ca.”

Halder néi, “Ba 4y dau doc Hotense Paxton va c6 thé da ddu doc ca Edward Davenport.”

“Q, day day, ngai dang ngang nhién budc t01 day nhé.”

“Ong Mason, t6i ¢c6 nam dugc ngudn tin hd trg cho 101 bude toi niy.”

“Ngudn tin ma t6i khong c6?”

“Chac chan nhu the roi.”

Mason ndi, “Tat nhién 13 diéu ndy cang 1am cho tinh hudng thém rac rdi day.”

Haider n6i mot cach chéi véi tuyét vong, “Toi dang hoi ong nhitng cau hoi don gian, thé ma éng ctr
choi trd chay vong vo tam qubc.”

Mason dap, “Dau phai 1a chuyén vong vo tam qubc. Toi chi xin yéu cau ngai tu dat minh vao vi thé
clia t6i ddy thoi, luc Ay liéu ngai co6 thuan tra 101 nhitng cau hoi lién quan t6i quyen thira ké chang?”

“T6i khong thé ty dat minh vao vi thé ctia dng duogc. Toi khong thé gop v kién gi cho 6ng ca. Toi
c6 nhitng van dé riéng phai lo.”

Mason néi, “Pung nhu vay. Thé thi do chd t6i khong thé nhd ngai giup ¥ kién, do chd ngai e ngai
phai nhan 14y trach nhiém...”

“Alngai?”

Mason dap, “Ay, chinh ngai.”

Mzt Halder do nhu gic, “T6i khong ngai gi ca. Thai do cua ong t6i thdy c6 18 kho tao thién cam
day.”

Mason lay giong than tinh, ° ‘Ay, ay. Pé nghi ching ta chd nén vi cho vi thé khic nhau ma gy anh
hudng khong t6t dén mbi quan hé ca nhan giita ching ta, thua ngai ¢6 van. Toi chi co y néu nhan xét 1a
ngai, trong tu cach ctia minh, da c6 y ngai lanh trach nhiém dong gop ¥ kién cho toi day thoi.. .

“To1 dau co ngai lanh trach nhiém.”

“Vay 1a ngai ¢6 hao y gop ¥ kién cho t61?”

“Tat nhién 1a khong. Toi khong & vao tur thé gop v kién cho ong. Toi dai dién cho nhin dan ¢ bang
California. Toi dai dién cho quan nay. Ong dai dién cho than chu ctia ong. Ong can phai xac dinh trach
nhiém riéng cua 6ng.”

Mason néi, “Tat nhién thoi, thua ngai cd van, co cam tudng rang ngai tra 101 nhu vy 1a dé tranh né
cau hoi.”

Halder n61 nhu quat, “T61 tranh né cau hoi?”



“Pung nhu thé. Ngai khong chiu tra 151 dut khoat ring voi tur cach 1a Tudt su dai dién cho ba Myrna
Davenport nhur to1 thi li€u to1 c6 nén trd 101 cac cau hdi ctia ngai néu ra chang?”

“Toi khong & vao tu thé dé gop v kién cho ong vé bat cir chuyén gi ca.”

Khudn méit cia Mason bong rang r& ny cudi nhu thé 6 ong da timra giai phap cho toan bo van de

“Vay thi liéu ngai c6 dong ¥ bao dam véi tdi rang, néu toi cir tiép tuc trao d6i va thao ludn van dé
tu cach phap nhan voi ngai, thi li€u cac cau tra 101 cta to1 ¢d 1ic nao phuong hai cho than chu cua to1
hay khong?”’

Halder ngﬁn ngr mot lic, noi, “Ay, theo t01... to1 khong théy c6 chd ndo 1a c6 hai ca.”

Mason héi, “Nhung ngai c6 chiu trdch nhi¢m dut khoat bado dam véi té1 khong? Ngai ¢6 chiu lanh
trach nhiém khong? Ngai c¢6 chiu bao dam nhu thé khong?”

“Tat nhién 1a khong?”

Mason noi, “Thé day.”

Nha luat su nga minh ra sau ghé, hat thude ra chiéu dam chiéu, nhu thé dang c6 du dinh t6t dep dé
tim 11 thoat cho chd bé tic.

Halder dua mat liéc nhin vién Quén trudng, roi ngd sang nguoi phu ta. Dot ngdt 6ng noi, “Ong
Mason, xin 0ng va c6 Street vui 1ong cho ching t61 ¢6 viéc riéng vai phut nhé. Quy vi hay cho ¢ day.
T6i can hdi ¥ voi cac phu td. Xin moi ngai Quin trudng va ong Oscar budc sang vin phong diy vai
t01.”

Ba nguoi day ghé 1ui ra sau, budc chen qua cura vao van phong thir hai.

Della Street quay sang Mason, “Ay, dng chu duong nhu...”

Mason dua mdt ngon tay 1én moi ra dau canh gidc va ddo mat nhin khap cin phong doan ndi,
“Duong nhu 61 dang roi vao chd bi, dung khong, Della? Y t6i mudn chan tinh véi Halder va mudn to
ra thang than. Nhung khén ndi lai khong thé ndo 1am ngo trudce sy thit 1a minh co trach nhiém d6i véi
than chi. Bay gio néu van dé tu cach phap nhan ra thi lai cang thém phirc tap.”

Della Street noi, “Vang a, tuy méi qua may cau hoi so bd ma t6i da thiy phirc tap roi. Vién bién Iy
& day lai c6 sdn mot ban danh may cac cdu hoi dai toi may trang.”

Mason noi, “Ay, di nhién t6i mudn cong tac voi1 Ong ta, Della a, nhung con bao nhiéu cong viéc
khac phai lam nira. Chung ta khong thé ¢ nan lai day vo han dinh. Toi rit mong 6ng ta tién hanh that
chong vanh.”

Della Street mim cuoi.

Mason nhay mat ngé nang, “Hut thudc nhé, Della?”

“Khong. Xin cam on ong chu.”

Mason nga ngudi ra sau hut thube. Mot lac sau 6ng noi, “Toi mong ring ho hdi .y le le cho. Chung
ta lai dang gitr mot chiéc may bay thué riéng tai day, trong khi & van phong con bé bon viée can giai
quyet.

Lat sau, Mason lai nhay mat voi Della va noi, “Bing nhu thé day, Della. Thoi hay nga déu, cd ma
ngl qua loa doi chit. DAu sao thi ¢6 cling bi mat nga kha 1au r01 ctr phai thire sudt téi hdm qua.”

Della Street hoi mdt cach hon nhién, “Thé t6i c6 nham mat khong?”

Mason dap, “Cé chtr. Néu c6 cach ndo ma ngi g ngt gat duoc thi clr viée.”

No1 doan, Mason dua mot ngon tay 1én moi, ra d4u bao Della im lang.

“Tét, xin cam on.” Della vira noi vira ngap manh.

C6 mot khoang im lang kéo dai nhiéu phut, trong phong hoan toan yén ing. Della Street nga dau ra
sau lung ghé, mat nham lai. Mason hat thudc vé dam chiéu, chc chdc lai cam diéu thude dua ra trude
mat, nhin k¥ lan khéi lugn 10.

Cudi cung, canh cira phong bén canh mo. Ba nguoi lic ndy lai quay trd ra, ¢6 thém mot nhan vat



thir tu.

Mason nhin ngudi ndy va noi, “Ay, hoa ra 1a ong Sidney Boom. Chiao dng Boom. Gip lai 6ng that
hén qua.”

Boom ding 1én bit tay.

Della Street chia ban tay cho Boom bit.

“Han hanh gap lai 6ng.”

“Xin camon.”

Lai co tiéng ghé co trén mat san. Halder trong llc éy c6 vé nhu di tim duogc cach tin cong moi.
Ong ta quay sang hoi Boom, “Anh 12 sT quan phuc vu & Paradise?”

“Vang.”

“Anh 1a phu t4, cong tic & ngoai van phong Quan trudng tai dia phuong nay?”

“Thua vang.”

“T6i hém qua anh 1am cong tac phu ta?”

“Thua vang.”

“C6 phai t6i qua anh duoc goi dén nha ctia Ed Davenport?”

“Po 1a chd & duong Crestview Drive?”

“Pirng hoi t6i ¢ chd ndo. T6i vira hoi anh day.”

“Ay, t6i khong dam chac ai 1a chii nhdn ngdi nha d6 ngoai trir... Vang, toi biét roi. Nguoi dan ba
c6 noi cho to1 10.”

Mason hoi, “Ba nao?”

“C0o thu ky, Mabel Norge.”

Mason néi, “Khoan. Toi khong thé ngdi yén khong phan ddi cac phwong phép xac dinh quyén so
hiru nhur thé nay duge.”

Halder gian dir no1, “T61 dau c6 xac dinh quyén s& hitu. Toi chi mudn tim cach cho ong tan mét
thdy mot phan ndo ching ¢& ma ching t6i c¢6 thoi.”

“Nhung rd rang ngai di hoi anh ay vé viéc ai 13 chi nhan cua ngdi nha, con anh ta thi tra 101 cho
ngai rang anh ta biét chi 1a do mot cAu phat biéu ctia co Mabel Norge. T61 xin néu y kién 1a c6 Mabel
Norge khong phai 1a chuyén vién thong tao cac diéu luat vé quyén s¢ hitu bat dong san, do d6 bat ctr
11 phat biéu ndo ctia ¢b Ay voi anh ta chi don thuan c6 tinh chat nghe néi thoi va. .

Halder no61, “Thoi dugc, thdi duge. Bay khong phai 1a mot phién toa. Chiang t01 khong xét xir quyén
s¢ hitu tai san dau.”

“Nhung chinh ngai néu ra van dé s hitu co ma.”

“T6i chi m ta vé ngdi nha thoi.”

“Thé tai sao khong mo ta bang cach nhic t¢i s6 nha & Crestview Drive?”

Haider noi, “Puogc, ching ta s€ tién hanh theo cach d6. Anh duoc go1 td1 mdt noi & dudng
Crestview Drive, & chd ndo vay?”

“Bi t6i dudng Crestview Drive va dén hét dudng niy thi né & cudi cting nam bén tay phai” mot toa
nha to 16n lac 10ng, chung quanh ¢6 cay an qua va cay rop bong mat.

Mason hoi, “Trong tri anh da phan biét cay an qua voi cay rop bong mat?”

“Qua nhu vay.”

“Thé ma the & thi cay dn qua van c6 thé cho bong mat. Hay cir 1dy cdy va lam vi du, t6i cho rang
nguoi ta at goi chung 13 cay an qua, con...”

“Khoan d4” Halder chian ngang, c6 vé tirc toi “To6i dang tién hanh cudc diéu tra nay, ong Mason a.
T6i dang thim van 6ng Boom, vay xin 6ng vui 1ong im ling cho.”

“Khong can luu ¥ gi dén nhitng chd thiéu chinh xac trong cach phat biéu cua 6ng Boom hay sao?”



Halder noi, “Khong can luu y gi ca. Xin 6ng vui long im cho.”

Mason néi, “Pugc théi. To1 tin rang moi ngudi c6 mit & ddy déu hiéu cho rang t6i da dugc yéu
cau gitr im lang bat chap 161 phat biéu cua ong Boom c6 nhitng chd khong chinh x4c. Vay xin 15i ngai
cd van, t6i s& khong ngat 101 dau. Cur tiép tuc.”

Halder hoi, “Anh di thang t5i ngoi nha 4y?”

Boom dap, “Thua vang.”

“Ai yéu cau?”

“Co Mabel Norge.”

“Co ay 1a ai?”

“Theo chd t6i biét thi c6 ay 1a thu ky riéng ctia Edward Davenport. Toi ciing da tirng thdy mit cd
ay ¢ Paradise.”

“Anh c6 quen biét ong Davenport liic dng 4y con sdng?”

“Co. T61 ¢6 noi chuyén voi ong ay mot doi lén

“Anh di thiang dén ngdi nha nay theo 101 yéu cau ctia Mabel Norge?”

“Dung nhu vay. CO ay goi canh sat dén.”

“Anh trong thay gi & day?”

“Tbi thdy canh ctra chinh khong bi khoa, dén bat sang, con 6ng Mason va co Street dang ngdi nghi
rat thoai mai.”

“Gi ntra?”

“C6 Mabel Norge hudng dan tim mot 14 thu do 6ng Davenport viét va dé lai cho ¢ ta v6i 101 din
d6 14 14 thu chi dugc mo trong trudng hop 6ng dy chét.”

“Thé anh xtr 1y nhu thé nio?”

“T6i tim ra 14 thu dy... c6 nghia 13 t6i tim thiy mot cai hop co khoa dung mdt phong bi di dugc
niém. Trén phong bi ¢ chit ctia dng Davenport ghi 13 phong bi nay phai duoc giri dén cac nha chirc
trach trong trudng hop ong Ay chét.”

“Thé anh xur 1y cai thu ra 1am sao?”

“Tbi cat dé bao quan.”

“Anh ¢6 san cai phong bi y khong?”

“Co day.”

“Puoc, anh trao cho t61, nha?”

“Puoc a.”

“T6i gitt nd & trong ban gidy nay ddy. Néu trong thiy chic anh nhan ra chi?”

“Tat nhién a.”

“Lam sao anh nhan ra duogc?”

“Vi t61 c6 ghi tén to1 ¢ trén do.”

“Thé con ngay thang?”

“Co ghi ¢ day luon.”

“Thé rdi sau d6 anh xtr 1y phong bi ay ra sao?”

“To1 dua cho 6ng.”

“Chung ta c¢6 thao luan so vé cach xtr 1y 14 thu, phai khong?”

“Pung thé a.”

“Va sau d6 61 bé nd vao trong tu sat?”

“Tbi tin 1a nhu vay. Ong c6 bao voi tdi rang dong bo nd vao trong ti sat.”

“Thé r6i sang nay chung ta lai gip nhau.”

“Dung.”



“Va chung ta cit phong bi ra.”

“Vang a.”

“Trong day chang c6 gi ca ngoai may to gidy dé trang?”

“Pung nhu vay.”

“Thé roi, chiing ta bat ddu xem xét k§ phong bi, nhét tri 1a phong bi ay trong nhu thé da bi ai boc
r6i?”

“Vang.”

“Vi vay chung ta d3 moi ti mot ngudi thanh thao vé nhitng vu ndy, anh ta bao rang loai keo déan
dic biét hay gi gi ddy, boi sin trén phong bi dung dé dan lai di bj thay mot cach khé tai tinh bang cach
dung nude thim va phong bi d3 dugc ho nong dé mé ra, roi sau d6 dan lai bang keo thuong, viée nay
da dugc thuc hién c6 18 trong vong hai muoi bon gio qua?”

“Duing nhu thé.”

Haider quay sang Mason va noi, “Pugc roi, 6ng c6 can phat biéu gi vé chd nay khong?”

Mason noi, “Phai ndi 1a ngai néu cac cau hoi qua nhanh, con anh Boom nay thi lai tra 161 khong
chat ngan ngir.”

“Khong, khong, t6i khong c¢6 ¥ hoi nhu thé. Toi chi mudn hoi 1a 6ng co can phat biéu gi vé tinh
dung dan trong nhirng ciu phat biéu cta anh ta khong?”

“Troi dat. Ngai 1am toi bat ngd qud. Ngai da chi bao toi phai im 1ang thoi.”

“Ay, bay gi¢ t6i mOi 6ng noi chuyén vai t6i day.”

“N6i nhu thé ndo co?”

“T6i moi 6ng nhan xét vé nhitng 101 phat biéu ctia Boom.”

Mason no6i, “T6i hoan toan doan chic rang nhitng 161 phat biéu iy déu khong dung dan. Khoan d4,
6ng Boom, xin ong ché voi nong gian. Toi nghi rang 6ng cam thdy ching 1a dung, con toi, toi khong
nghi chung la dang.”

Halder hoi, “Sai 13 sai vé mit nio?”

“Q, sai vé nhiéu mit. Ching han t6i nhd ngai c6 néi 1a Davenport dich than viét trén phong bi rang
trong truong hop ong ta chét, phong bi 4y phai duoc chuyén giao cho cac nha chirc trach?”

“Dling thé.”

Mason quay sang Boom, “Ong c6 gip Davenport luc 6ng ndy con song?”

“Thua c06.”

“Ong khong biét 1a 6ng ta chét?”

“Cho t6i bay gio ti cling dau c6 biét rang 6ng ay dd chét. Toi nghe ngudi ta bao cao 1a ong ay da
chét, thé thoi.”

Mason mim cudi, noi, “Ong dang tra 101 nhitng cdu hoi theo cai cach ma dng can  phai tra 101 day.
Ong dang gii han nhitng cau phat biéu ctia minh theo hiéu blet riéng. Ong ¢ nodi rang chit viét trén
phong bi 14 cua 6ng Davenport. Ong ¢6 chic d6 1a chir cua 6ng 4y hay khong?”

“C6 Mabel Norge bao véi t6i d6 1a chit cta ong 4y.”

Mason ndi, “Tdi biét, t61 biét ma. Do chi 1a nghe n6i thoi. That su ong khong biét d6 co phai 1 nét
chir cua ong Davenport hay khong nira.”

“Chac chan 1a khong biét.”

Halder noi, “Khoan. Toi khong dura dng Boom vao ddy dé bi chat van.”

Lan dau tién Mason ndi gian. Ong hoi, “Ngai dinh d6i xir voi toi nhu thé nao day? C6 phai ngai
dang c6 tinh day toi tdi chd co thé bi ong dot chang?”

Haider bat chom khoi ghé, hoi lai, “Ong ¢6 an y gi nao?”

Mason néi, “Tdi khong c6 an ¥ ndo ca, toi chi hoi thoi. Lic dau ngai bao toi dirng ndi gi ca néu



nhirng 161 phat biéu ctia 6ng Boom khong dung. Sau do, ngai thach 01 néu ra nhiing chd sai. Toi bat
dau hoi ong Boom dé chi ra cho & ong ta thdy nhitng chd tra 15i khong dung thi ngai chom 1én, bao 1 toi
khong ¢ quyén chét van ong niy.”

“Ay, toi dau lam thé.”

“Tbi ciing khong l1am thé.”

“To1 co6 cam tudng la nhu vay do.”

“Lic nay toi dang c6 1am theo nhitng diéu ngai yéu cau, dé vach ra chd sai trong 11 phat biéu cua
ong Boom.”

“Ay, d6 chinh 14 chd ma toi goi la chit van ddy. Hay néu rd c6 chd nao 6ng ay phét biéu sai khong?
T6i thach 6ng néu ra chd nao 6ng ay phat biéu ma khéng dung sy that day.”

Mason n6i, “O nhiéu 1am.”

Halder thach, “Hay don cu.”

“Chang han, c6 do1 lac ngai noi rang phong bi 4y c6 10i xac dinh bang chit viét ctia Davenport 1a
trong trudng hop ong ay chét di thi phong bi phai duoc chuyen giao cho cac nha chuc trach.”

Boom ndi, “Ay, t01 c6 giai thich t6i chi biét d6 1a chir viét cua 6ng 4y qua 101 ctia ¢6 Mabel Norge
no1 vo1i to1 thol ma.”

“Nhu vay thi 6ng dau biét d6 1a chir viét ctia ong Ay?”

Boom to tiéng, “T6i khong biét, diing nhu thé.”

Mason noi, “Vay thi 1am sao dng biét rang phong bi c6 10i xac dinh 1a nd phai duoc giao cho cac
nha chirc trach trudng hop 6ng ay chét?”

Boom ham hir.

Mason ndi, “Khoan d3, dirng nong gian nhu thé, dng Boom a. Ong 1a mot si quan d& mén va cé v tir
kia ma. Ong c6 noi ra nhu vay dau.”

“T6i noi that tirng 151 mot ddy.”

Mason néi, “Trén phong bi c¢6 ghi nhu thé.”

“Ay, cai d6 1a do anh huéng thoi. Toi nhd 1a chinh ¢6 Mabel Norge ¢ néi cho tdi rd 1a trén phong
bi ¢6 ghi nhu thé.”

“Dung 1a nhu’ vay. Bay gio néu ngai bién ly chiu dua phong bi ra cho ong xem, 6ng Boom a, thi 6ng
s& thdy rang trén phong bi khong c6 ghi nhu thé. Nhitng chit duy nhat trén phong bi la “Chi dugc mo ra
trong truong hop t61 chet va nhirng gidy to' bén trong phai dugc chuyén dén cho cac nha chuc trach”,
tiép theo ddy 1a chir viét gan nhu 1a chit ky ctia ong Ed. Davenport.”

Haider hoi, “Ay, vay thi c6 gi khac?”

Mason dap tra, “Tat nhién 1a khac chir. Mot mat, nhirng 161 dan do luc éy s€ cO nghia 1a phong bi
d3 duoc dé lai nhu mot bang chimg dé giao cho cac nha chirc trach khéng duge mo ra trude. Nhung
can c theo 101 din do thuc t& ghi ¢ mat sau phong bi thi 6ng Davenport ddn nhirng nguoi dai dién
theo phap 1y cua minh - di nhién néu nhitng chir 4y 1a do chinh 6ng ta viét ra co - trude tién la mo
phong bi, 61 sau do, chi sau do thoi, mo1 chuyén giao gidy to bén trong cho cac nha chirc trach.”

Bau khéng khi trong phong lic biy gior lang nhu td, mot sy yén ling dén kho thé.

Khuon mit rang rd nhin Boom, Mason néi, “Piy ong thiy khong. Co6 Mabel Norge md ta mot phong
bi hoan toan khac co. Hoa ra dau phai nhitng trang gidy ¢ bén trong phong bi da bi thay ma chinh 1a ca
phong bi. Cai phong bi c6 dung nhirng 161 dan do ma ¢6 Mabel Norge mo ta cho ong thi lai khong tim
thay dau ca. Phong bi c¢6 Ay dem ra hoan toan khac véi cai ¢6 ta néi t6i boi 18 nd c6 mot ndi dung dan
do khéc hin.”

Halder no61, “Khoan da, that 1a cuc ky vo 16i. Ong r0 la dang ¢6 tinh 1am rdi van dé 1én.”

Mason noi, “Thua ngai, t61 cho d6 1a mot 161 si nhuc. To6i chi ¢ tim cach 1am sang to van dé thoi.



T61 thach ngai phan tich bat clr cau phat biéu ndo cua t6i & day cho thdy cd ¥ 1am roi van dé? Téi dén
day véi tinh thin cong tic. Pang 1y ra t6i ¢ thé bao ngai 1am gi tuy y. Toi da co thé bao ngai lay trat
doi hau toa hay goi trat bat gitr, hay tim cach dua t0i ra trudc boi tham doan... ma neu phai ra trudc
bdi tham doan thi toi nhat quyét yéu cau cac cdu hoi cua ngai phai rat chinh xéc vé mat ki thuat. Vi
khéng phai nhu vdy nén t6i méi thué han mét may bay cuc ky ton kém do tdi phai chiu chi phi. Toi da
dong clra van phong suét mot ngdy nhiam vao luc bao nhiéu cong viéc tdi khan dang cin phai giai
quyét. Toi da giai thich tinh hung ctia t6i cho ngai rd r6i. Toi da yéu cau ngai tur dit minh vao tu thé
clia t6i va dong gop y kién cho t6i néu 15 ra tdi co 1am diéu gi khac chang. Chinh nga‘li la mot luat su,
lai khong dam dong gop y kién cho toi dé 1am mét cai gi khac ca, thé ma lac ndy ngai lai budc toi toi
lam rbi van dé. To6i khong thich nhu vay. T6i.. chang can, thua ngai, c6 thé coi nhu t6i da rat y dinh
cong tac. Toi khong con gi dé phat biéu thém nira.”

Halder néi, “Ong s& con phai phat biéu thém nhiéu diéu nira. Hién gi dng dang & trong quin ctia
t6i. Ong khong duoc phép ra khoi day khi toi chua cho phép.”

“Ngai néi thé 1a thé nao?”

“T61 mudn néi 12 i co thé dua trat doi 6ng ngay tai ddy. Toi 6 thé. .. bat ong.”

“Vi to1 gi?”

“Vi td1 tong pham trudc. .. sau khi x4y ra tg1 hanh.”

“Tong pham vi t01 gi?”

“Giét ngudi.”

“Giét ai?”

“Giét Ed. Davenport.”

Mason hoi, “Nhu thé nao? Mot ké tong pham trudc hay sau khi xay ra toi hanh?”

“Tb6i khong biét. Toi.. . phat, t61 blet T61 tong pham sau khi xay ra to1 hanh.”

Mason hot, “Hay cho biét cac yéu to ctia mot vu giét ngudi?”

“Ong ciing biét nhur i thoi.”

Mason noi, “Ngai hdy chirng minh di. Mot trong cac yéu to dau tién cua tdi giét nguoi 12 ¢ xay ra
hanh dong giét, co mot vu giét ngudi, cd mot cai xac chét.”

“Chung t6i hién chua tim ra xac nan nhan nhung ciing sip ra thoi.”

Mason noi, “Ngai that 1a qua liéu. Tai sao ngai khong chiu tinh tdo.”

“Tinh tio vé cai gi?”

“Pé xét t61 kha ning 1a Ed. Davenport da nhay ra khoi cira s6 phong tro va cung dao tAu voi cO thu
ky xinh dep 1a Mabel Norge. Mabel Norge hién gio ¢ dau? Tom 14y cb ay. Dleu co 4y ra day. C6 Ay to
c4o toi da dung téi phong bi. Hay dé ¢ 4y t6 cdo ngay trudc mit tdi xem nao.”

“Téi... cho t6i ltic ndy van chua timra chd ciia co 4y.”

“Ngai néi “van chua” 1a con 1au 1am day.”

“C6 ay may ngay hom nay bi xic dong manh trude cac su viée xay ra.”

Mason gian dir n6i, “Toi tin 1a ¢6 nhu vay. Toi la mot luat su dang co6 than chu. T61 khong thé ngéi
yén ¢ day dé bi co6 Mabel Norge két toi 1a da pham to1 ac. To1 yéu cau dem cO ta ra trinh dién va dé
cO ta dung trude mat to1 ma bude to1. Toi mudn chit van ¢6 ta vé van dé nay.”

“T6i dang chat van 6ng day. D6 1a muc dich cua t6i.”

Mason néi, “Ngai dang ném vao mdt t61 nhiing 161 budc td61 do 6ng Boom va c6 Mabel Norge bay
ra thé ma ngai lai khong chiu dua cac nguyén cdo ra day.”

“Ong Boom dang c6 mit ¢ day.”

“Loi t6 cdo clia Ong ta toan 1a nghe noi cé thoi.”

“C6 mot s6 khong phai nhu vay.”



“Tat ca déu 1a nghe nodi ca.”

Mason quay manh vé phia Boom.

“C6 Mabel Norge c6 noi gi voi ong vé 1y do cd ay c6 mit tai ngdi nha vao giod dém hom do
khong?”

“Co ay noi luc Ay co ta dang 14i xe di tat qua.”

Mason n6i, “Ong ciing biét rang noi nhu thé 13 khong ding su that rdi. O khu Ay khong c6 chd ndo
cho c0 ta lai xe to1 cad.”

“Co 4y c6 thé dao mot vong & khiic 16 d6 rdi lai xe quay trd ra.”

“Pung. Nhu thé thi khong thé nao c6 chuyén 1ai xe tat qua duoc. Con duong dén khu d6 1a cut. Co
ta khong néi rang co di toi ngdi nha dé xem qua tinh hinh cong viéc. C6 ay ndi 1a chi tinh cd di tat qua,
va luc o1 chat van vé chuyén nay thi c6 ta lai bao d6 14 néi 1& néi nham, dung vay khong?”

“Ay... toi khong dam chic, nhung c6 4y ¢6 noi thé.”

“Va ¢6 4y ciing dau c6 nodi voi ong vé chuyén cd di mit ¢ day trude lac d6 vao budi toi, phai
khong?”

“Ay, ¢ ta lam viéc & chd ay co ma. T6i cho 1a...”

“Co mat & day trude khi t6i dén chirng ba muwoi phat.”

“Trudce lac dng dén chirng ba muoi phat! Co Ay c6 mit vao luc 4y?” Boom hoi.

Mason hoi, “Cb ta khong néi v6i ong diéu ay cha?”

“Khong a.”

“C6 ta khong ndi véi 6ng vé chuyén md hoc ban gidy, 1ay cai hop c6 khoa dung phong bi va thay
vao mot phong bi khac.”

“Khong, di nhién la khong r01 Ong cling c6 mit ¢ do.”

“Ong da nghe cau chuyén roi.

Mason n01 “Co 4y lai xe cung di voi 6ng. CO ta khong nodi voi éng vé chuyén d6 sao?”

“Khong a.’

“Va ¢6 4y ciing chang noi v4i ong vé chuyén di tdi ngan hang trong budi chiéu ngay hom do, va rut
het khong con mot xu ¢ truong myc cua 6ng Ed Davenport voi mot tdm ngan phiéu do ong ta giao san,
tAm ngan phiéu da duoc ky sin vao chd tréng véi ¥ dinh s& duoc sir dung trong nhitng trudng hop nhu
the?”

Boom bat 18n, “Qua thuc ¢ ta ching néi gi voi toi vé chuyén do ca. V& sau t6i moi phat hién ra tai
ngan hang...”

“Ay, thay khéng” Mason vira néi mot cach gian dir vira quay sang Halder “Tai sao ngai lai chéng
tom nhitng nguoi O ngay tai trong quan cua ngai? Tai sao ngai khong lam sang to sy viéc nay ma chang
can phai dé cho mot vi bién Iy mii tan Fresno hay & Los Angeles tim cach bao cho ngai hay 13 c6 mot
vu 4n mang va khién ngai thanh ké ngo ngac nhu vay? Tai sao ngai khong tom 14y toi pham ngay tai dia
phuong dé 1am sang t6 vu viéc ndy va dua ra anh sang cac su viée, thay vi phai di moi mot ludt su &
tan Los Angeles dén day gay biét bao bat tién cho ong ta, dé tra 101 mot loat cau budc t6i do mét phu
nit da tim dudng bon tau bia ra nhu vay?”

Halder n6i v6i Mason, “Lam cach nio ma chinh 6ng lai phat hién ra vu rat tién & ngin hang va
chuyén c6 Mabel Norge dd mat tich?”

Mason hoi lai, “Sao u? Toi khong c6 quyén hay biét chuyén d6 sao?”

“Khong ai hay biét ca. Po 1a mot bi mat dugc che giau rat ki. Toi da bao nhan vién cua t6i khong
dugc tiét 16 v6i ai ca.”

Mason néi, “Troi dat. Toi lai nghi 14 chuyén ndy d 16 rd ngay tir phut dau co. Hay cir theo sat toan
bd sy viéc dién bién thi thay.”



“Néu da nhu vay... cir theo 101 tuyén bo cua ong... thi 1ap truong cta ong 1a cho rang ching co an
mang nao ca sao?”’

Mason néi, “An mang? Ai bao réng cO6 mOt an mang?”’

“Ong béc si ndi 1a 6ng ay da chét.”

“Con nhan chtng thi lai cho 13 cai xac tréo qua ctra s6.”

Halder cén moi. Mason n6i, “Nhu thé nay thi can phai 1am rd chuyén thoi. Lic ndy ngai ¢ tinh
gidu toi ngudn tin nay phai khong?”

“Toi chi khong cong bb tin Ay thoi.”

“Ngai co tinh khong cho to1 phat hién gi vé chuyen nay chir gi?”

“Ay, néu 6ng mubn noi vay thi cling ding thoi.”

Mason néi, “Theo tdi, trong truong hop nhu thé nay, thi t6i c6 mit & day dé ra sirc cong tac voi
ngai nhu vay ciing d3 kha 14u r6i, t6i xin chinh thirc tuyén bd 1a t6i khong con gi dé noi nira. Toi da
boc truc tra 101 cac cau chat van ctia ngai. Toi da danh cho ngai gan mot tiéng dong ho roi day.”

“Pau ma lu dén thé.”

“Théi dugc, thi ciing kha 1au rdi. Du thoi gian cho ngai che gidu tinh hudng sy viéc kha k§. T6i xin
quay tr& vé vin phong ctia t6i.”

“Ong khong thé roi khoi dia phuwong nay cho tdi khi ndo 6ng duge phép roi.”

“Lam quai gi ma t61 khong di dugc. Hay tim cach ngan can to1 di.”

“Tbi ¢6 rat nhiéu cach dé ngin can 6ng.”

“Hay ctr lam thir di. Té1 sdng mai thi mat ngai s€ do nhu tom lugc cho xem.”

Perry Mason git dau ra hiéu cho Della Street ra khoi phong, dé lai dang sau mot dam ngudi hoi
sttng s dang voi vang tu lai v6i nhau dé hoi y.

Céc phong vién nha bao xiim quanh Mason khi 6ng vira budc ra.

“Sao, co chuyén gi vay?”

Mason can than dong cura lai, troi cuoi va noi, “Theo chd t6i biét thi ngai bién ly da co nodi voi
quy vi 12 Ong ta sé& ra cong bd sau cudc phong van dé cho quy vi biét moi tin tirc. Néu quy vi ctr di
vao ma phong van thi t6i chic ong ta s& vui 10ng tra 101, con trong hién tinh thi t6i thich ctr dé cho ong
ta lam viéc nay hon.”

Bit gip anh mit cua nha phong vién tap chi Oroville Mercury, Mason nhay mat v&i ngudi nay.

Dam phong vién md canh ctra van phong va nhao vao phong trong.

Pete Ingram dén gip Mason, hoi, “Em dep ca cha?”

Mason ndi, “Cho chiing t6i 1én xe anh va ra khoi phi cang nhanh 1én. Doc dudng toi s& n6i hét.”

Ingram noi, “Bi 16i nay.”

Ho cung budc voi ra khoi vin phong Quén trudng. Chiée xe cta Ingram dd tai khic quanh. Mason
ndi voi anh ta, “Gon le nhé.”

“Cé chuyén gi ni0?” Ingram vira hoi vira ro may.

Mason ndi, “Hoan toan 1a mot cudc phong van. Anh ¢ nghe gi vé cudc phong Van nay khong?”

“Chi duoc biét 1 cudc phong van dién ra kha lau, t01 co nghe hoi 1on tiéng roi gan chot thi bat dau
nghe to tiéng gidn dir. RS rang 1a cudc phong van bat dau bang khiic nhac ém 4i thuin hoa nhung két
thiuc bang am diéu chua cay.”

Mason néi, “Cudc phong van dugc thu bang. Tai sao anh khong doi...?”

“Pau ¢ dip may nio. Tham chi 6ng ay con khong chiu nhin 14 c¢6 thdu bang nira kia.”

“Thoi, dé toi 14i cho. Anh cir néu cau hoi va ghi chép, con toi thi tra 101, bai vi khi vira téi phi
cang thi chung t61 bay di ngay.”

Ngudi phong vién dirng xe lai, md ctra roi chay vong dé vao phia bén kia. Mason chudi minh sang



gilr tay 14i, ndi, “Puoc roi, bat dau di.”

Ingram héi, “Su viéc diénra thé nao?”

Mason noéi, “Trudc ti€n, vién bién 1y tuyén bd cude phong van sé& co tinh chit nghiém tac, vi thé &
dugc tién hanh trén nén cin ban d6. Mdi lan ong ta hoi mot cau, chéng han ¢t nhic dén ngdi nha &
Paradise nhu thé 14 nha ctua Ed Davenport, thi toi lai tranh luin vé van dé quyén sé hitu ngoi nha 4y.”

“Trén can ban nao?”

Mason khai quat Van dé da dugc demra thao ludn, sau d6 tlep tuc di vao chi tlet trong 10c cho xe
dén phi cang, dé cung cap cho Ingram mot bang tom lugc day du vé cudc phong van.

Tai phi cang, Mason va Della Street budc xudng xe va tién vé phia chd vién phi cong dang nghe
may thu thanh. Mason n6i, “Xong r6i. Chung ta hily dua cudc trinh dién van nghé niy 1én dudng.”

Vién phi cong noéi, “Lién ngay thoi. Nay, cac vi c6 nghe dai dua tin méi xay ra khong?”

Mason hoi, “Vé chuyén gi vay?”

“Ong dang quan tAm dén vu an ¢ Fresno. Ho da tim thiy cai xac d6 r6i.”

“Xac cua a1?”

“Ctia 6ng Davenport bi ba vo giét 4y ma.”

“X4c tim thiy ¢ dau?”

“Chén dudi mdt cai huyét can ¢ ngoai Crampton, chirng ba bdn cdy s6. Ho bao d6 1a xac cua
Davenport. Xac mic bo dd ngii c6 chim hay hinh mau d6. Méi tim thay cach day vai phuat thoi. Hién
van con dang dao. Hang thong tan dua tin qua dai.”

Mason thoang dua mat nhin Ingram. Ingram cuoi. Mason ndi v6i vién phi céng, “Hay cho may bay
néng may va lam that nhanh. Khi nao chay duoc thi cho ra bai ngay. Pén cudi bai, hiy cho no cac dong
co 16i cat canh lién. Ctr viéc bay, dau cho c6 ai ¢6 tinh ngin can. Le le nhé. Pi théi. Thém mot trim
tién thuong néu bay di trudce khi co ngudi ra chin ching ta.”

Ho cung leo 1én may bay. Vién phi cong mo cac dong co, vai gidy sau tir tir 1ai may bay chay xubng
tan dang cudi bi va tai day anh ta dao may bay vong lai, cho ndng may cac dong co.

Mason chom t6i trude va ndi to trong tiéng may no rén, “Thé nao? Sin sang bay chua?”

“Vai giay nira tho1.”

“C6 mot chiéc xe dang chay vao kia. Téi mudn bay trudc khi né dén kip. Khong tri hodn gi ca.”

“Q, han dang dirng lai ¢ d6 dé...”

Mason néi, “Han dau c6 dirng.”

“Thi t6i cling dau c6 dirng.” Vién phi cong vira ndi vira cho cac dong co dong loat nd rén.

May bay bat dau luét theo bai.

Chiéc xe kia dao lai cho cac dén pha chiéu thing ngang dudng chay ciia may bay. Mot ngon dén
chiéu tap trung mau do bat sang ruc va mot hoéi coi inh 6i ra 1én. Vién phi cong vira cuo1 vira nhe
nhang cho cac banh dudi thin may thu lai dé roi khoi mit dat. Anh ta noi, “MAay cai dong co ndy kéu
am 1 qué strc khién lac cat canh kho ma nghe dugc cai gi nira. Chirng mot phut t6i nghe nhu c6 tiéng
coi.”

Mason néi vdi anh ta, “Tdi chang nghe gi ca.”

Vién phi cong hoi, “Quay tr¢ lai Sacramento chir?”

Mason dap, “Khoi. Dén Fresno. S& rat hop y t6i néu anh tha t6i xuéng d6 ma chiang can diang ky
phuong an bay, 1am thé dé khong ai biét 1a ching ta dap xudng dau ca.”

“Ong khong can dap xubéng Sacramento?”

Mason néi, “Cr bay vugt qua Sacramento, cang cao cang tot.”



Chuong 7

Chiéc may bay tién lai gan khu vuc c6 anh dén cua Thanh phd Fresno.

Mason hoéi vién phi cong, “Con kha nang bay t61 Los Angeles khong?”

“Du strc. Chi can lay xang tho1.”

Mason no1, “Hay dap xuong ¢ Fresno, nhu thé nging lai dé lay xang mot cach binh thuong vay. Toi
s& ra sau. Anh lay thém xing r6i tiép tuc chd ¢6 Della Street vé tdi Los Angeles.”

“Thé con ong?”

“To1 s€ dung lai ¢ day.”

“Pong y.”

Mason no1, “T61 muon 13 khi dén Los Angeles, anh dung tro chuyén gi voi dam bao chi. Xin hoan
nghénh néu anh c6 thé dap va tim cach tranh cudc phong van. Co Street s¢ thanh toan bang ngan phiéu
trude khi anh ha canh. Pong ¥ chtr?”

“Pong y.”

Mason n6i véi Della Street, “Della nay, to1 s€ lién lac vdi ¢ sau nhé. Néu duoc thi ¢b ma ngu cho
khoe.”

“Thé con Paul Drake?”

“To1 s€ lién lac véi anh ta & day.”

Della Street kh& chudi ban tay minh vao ban tay cia Mason, 6ng bop that nhe va noi.

“Ngoan chua.”

“Khi ndo dng vé?”

“C6 18 vao sang mai. C6 viéc can ¢ day ma.”

“C6 bé bon 1dm khong?”

“Chang 15.”

Vién phi cong noi, “Xin cac vi nén budc ddy an toan. Chiing ta sap dén noi roi day.”

Vién phi céng dao may luon tron mot vong va dap xudng phi truong. Vira luc anh ta cho may bay
13n banh va tit cac dong co, Mason nhay ra ngoai, di that le dén toa nha ban quan tri va budc vao
phong dién thoai. Ong khum nguoi xudng, dua ban tay phai che dau dé bén ngoai khong nhin thdy mit.

Mason goi dién thoai theo hé théng bén nhin tra tién dén van phong cua Paul Drake. Vai phut sau
bat lién lac dugc vGi anh ta. Drake hoi, “Ong lam gi ¢ tan Fresno vay?”

“Loanh quanh xem cho1i thoi.”

“Ho tom dugc ong chua?”

“Ai vay?”

“Nha chtrc trach & Fresno.”

“Pau co.”

“Ho dang tim 6ng diy.”

Mason hoi, “Vi cé gi?”

“Ho cho rang 6ng...”

“Sao?”



“La thu ma 6ng Davenport viét d¢ lai chi dugc mo ra trong trudng hop ong y chét.”

“C6 chuyén gi ve 1a thu ay‘?”

“Ho nghi rang ong cat giau nhiing gidy to chinh thirc trong phong bi d6 va nhét vao siu to gidy
trang.

Mason hoi, “Viéc ay c6 anh hudng gi dén t6i?”

“Theo 16i bién Iy quin & d6 thi hanh dong Ay bién 6ng thanh ké tong pham sau khi t6i hanh d dién
ra.”

Mason néi véi Paul Drake, “Cir ndi. Tiép theo 13 gi? Ba Davenport hién gio & dau?”

“Ba 4y dang c¢6 mit & Fresno.”

“T6i hiéu 14 ho da tim thay tir thi.”

“Dlng nhu vay.”

“Khong c6 sur hd nghi gi vé viéc nhan dang sao?”

“Khong ho nghi gi ca. Cai xac dugc chon dudi mot cai huyét can. Lai co mot chd nay thﬁt budn
cuol, ong Perry a. Cai huyét ay da duoc dao trude hai ba ngay roi. TAt ca déu chuin bi sin ca.’

“Anh chic the‘7”

“Dung nhu vay.”

“Lam sao ho biét?”

“May dtra nhoc con di trong thay cai huyét, chung choi gidn chung quanh va ca ¢ dudi, dung chd
d6 1am phdo dai. Do vy ma chung tinh co phat hién ra cai xac mot cach dé dang. Thé 1a ching di
méach véi bd me va ta cho ho théy mdt cai hd hinh bau duc di dugc lép dat. Mot ong bd di ra téi noi
dé xem. Ong nay lién dong tim hiéu ky. Dat & chd ay dé dao lam. Ong ta dao sdu xudng chirng mot mét
thi dung ngay ban chan cua cai xac. Ong ta lién quay vé, di bao v&i nha chirc trach va thé 1a ho dao Ién
va thiy 1a Ed Davenport.”

“Chét bao 1au r6i?”

“Ttr ngdy hom qua. RS rang 1a bac si Renault ¢ ¥ kién dung, nén nha chirc trach dang xin 18i 6ng
ta.”

“Thé con nhan vat di nhin thdy cai xac vuot qua clra s6?”
“S¢ Canh sat dang tién hanh diéu tra dua trén 1y thuyét 1a ¢6 mot tén tong pham di bo cai xac vao
xe, roi vuot qua cira s0.”

“Mic b do nga?”

“Ho nghi 1a nhu vdy... nhu mot ké mu, dung lac co ngudi trong thiy hin.”

“Con gi nira?”

“Ong d4 c6 truc giac dung vé chuyén an gidu. Toi nghi 14 vé chuyén d6 ching ta vugt xa bon cdm
Frank L. Stanton ding ky lai quan tro Welehburg & Fresno. Rd rang d6 1a Davenport chir chang phai 1a
ai khac. Theo nhan dang thi diing 13 ong ta, ong ta con ghi duing ca sd xe nita nhung lai khong udng gi.
Vio ltc hoi khuya, c6 ngudi tim dén gip va hai bén cung ban bac. Mot cip vo chong & phong tro bén
canh c6 than phién vé chuyén nay.”

“Dan ong hay dan ba?”

“Ai co?”

“Ngudi dén ban chuyén d6 ma.”

“Pan 6ng. Vé chuyén ban bac nhitng gi thi chiing t6i khong ndm viing 1am. Ching t6i c6 ndi chuyén
v6i ba chi Welehburg nhung tranh khong 1am cho ba ta hoang. Chung t6i ngai ba c6 thé di trinh canh
sat néu bi hoi qua nhiéu, ma ong thi chic khong wa thé.”

“Pung vay.”

Paul Drake noi, “Pugc rdi, ong dang c6 mat ¢ do. Tha hé 1am an nhé. Con day la mot nhan vat



khic. Ba ban Sara Ansel may hom nay ctr 1ang vang & vin phong. Co Gertie truc tong dai bao v§i ba
ta co nhan gi thi dé lai ¢ toi, tdi co thé lién lac v6i ong.”

Mason héi, “Ba ta can gi vay?”

“Hién nay ba ta to ra rat kho tim. Ba da doi tim d6i tinh. Ba néi trudc day ba da hanh dong boc
dong vi ctr tin & Myrna Davenport. Ba mét moi va hoai nghi han, bay gid ba mudn cat dit ludi di.”

Mason hoéi, “Nhung trude khi ddi tm ddi tinh thi ba ta d3 noi hét moi viée ra v4i canh sat phai
khong?”

“Q, tat nhién r6i. Ba huych toet hét moi chuyén. Thé r6i canh sat d6i xir c6 hoi & khién ba tic dién
1én. Do d6 ba bt dau xét lai va quyét dinh t6 Myrna v6i dy du chimg ¢& ma chang can suy nghi. Bay
gio thi ba ta hdi han va mudn nho 6ng néi lai voi co ay.”

“Ttr té qua nhi.”

“Thé ha? Biét gi ba ta déu noi ra ca, roi sau ddy voi va quay trd lai xin tha tht... cling c6 18 1a dé
nghe hét moi chuyén mot lan nita roi di ban tin.”

Mason héi, “Anh c6 nghi 13 canh sat d3 ngdm xai ba ta khong?”

Drake noéi, “Dam lam, nhung d6 13 mdt hanh dong ot néu 13 dang hoang nghiém chinh. Ba ta d6
nhitng giot nudce mét chan thanh. Ba mudn ong goi ba ta ngay khi to1 lién hé lai dugc voi ong. Co $b
dién thoai ba ta dé lai day, ong can léy khong?”

“Qi thoi khoi. Toi co thé goi ba theo hé thong duong dai ngay tai day, va thé 1a trong vong nim
phut ba ta s€ bdo céo vdi canh sat l1a té61 da c6 mat & Fresno, luc do thi t61 s€ duogc toan luc lugng
canh sat d6 xo theo bam sat.”

“Tbi ciing da hinh dung ra cai canh d6 r6i. Ong dinh lam gi bay gio.”

“Té6i quan tro Welehburg, thué phong va tim cach 14y tin & ba chu quan.”

“Ong dinh dang ky bang tén gia?”

“Khong. Lam thé c6 nghia 1a di tron roi. Toi dinh s& diang ky tén that va luc 4y s& ranh rdi tir hai
dén ba muoi phat trude khi ddm canh sat dén tom c6. Cai huyét dy dao trude do bao 1au nhi, Paul?”

“It ra cling ba ngdy. Bon tré choi & d6 da ba ngay trudc ngay Davenport chét.”

Mason néi, “Nhu thé nay thi tinh huéng s& hét. Vién bién 1y sé& lay d6 lam bang ching cho hanh
dong gay t01 ac c6 chu tam.”

“Thi 6ng ta ciing dd 1am nhu vay trong lan phong van danh cho béo chi. Ong ta bao diy l1a mdt
trong nhitng vu an mang cuc ky ghé tom, lanh lung va c¢6 chua tam, 6ng ta chua tirng gap bao gio.”

Mason néi, “Dugc roi. Toi s& gap anh.”

Mason nan lai trong gian dién thoai cho t61 lic ong cam thay chac chan 1a khong bi ai theo ddi, sau
d6 nhe nhang bién nhanh ra ngoai va goi tac xi, di thang téi quan tro Welchburg,

Nguoi phu nir ngdi sau ban glay trong van phong tro ching trén ndm muoi, dang vé hoi hach,
mi¢ng trong dé coi nhung cip mat thi nhin 16 16 trong rat sdc sa0. Mason 1én tiéng, “Xin chao ba. Toi
dén day tay khong, khong c6 v dinh & lai 1au. Chi c¢6 tién mang theo théi.”

Ba Welchburg néi, “Chung toi chi can cai d6. Con hai phong. Ong trr ¥ chon véi gia nim do-la.”

Mason trao cho ba ta nim dd-la va luén ca mot tim thi€p, noi, “To1 la luat su, dang diéu tra thém
d6i chat vé mot vu an & day.”

“Thé ha?”

“Toi mu(f)n biét vé mot ngudi tén 13 Frank L. Stanton. Ong ay tro ¢ quan ndy cach day hai dém.”

“Q, c6. Ay, dng 1a ngudi thir hai dén day hoi vé 6ng ay.”

Mason cudi dé chiu va néi, “Ong Stanton dugc nguoi ta hoi quan tim day.”

“C6 chuyén gi thé hd? Ong ay c6 chuyén gi ric rdi khong? Ong ta c6...”

“Theo chd t6i biét thi khéng. Pon thuan chi 1 van dé gidy to vé 6ng ta thoi.”



“O!” Ba chu quan xang giong. Mot lic sau biang 4nh mét ngd vuc, ba ta hoi “Chuyén ly hon?”

Mason lac dau.

“Tb6i khong c6 quyén di vao chi tiét nhung sy viée ¢6 lién quan toi quyén mua ban mdt phan tai san
kinh doanh mo. Thot han mua ban s& chdm dut trong vong mot hai ngay, va trong truong hop nguoi
mua lai mudn tra tién hét... ba co6 thé thdy 1o 1a chuyén s& thanh phién phitc néu khong tim ra ong
Stanton ¢ dau.” '

“Q vang, toi hiéu rdi. Ay, 6ng ta chi ¢ day co mot dém. Ong ta luu dia chi & Los Angeles.”

Mason ndi, “Téi co dia chi cua 6ng ay, nhung co diéula 6 ong ay hién khong c6 mat ¢ nha ma... con
mot hai hom nira mo1 hét han. Tuy nhién, s& rat phién phtrc néu 6ng ay cd tinh 1anh mit. Ba c6 nhé kha
rd vé ong 4y khong a?”

Ba Welchburg dap, “Khong 16 lam. Ong 4y da timg c6 chan trong t6 chirc kinh doanh mo. Chuyén
nay t61 biét. Ong Ay mang theo hai cai va-li, kha ning ky, va c6 ndi gi d6 vé miy cai hang miu & trong
ay.”

“Mau quing?”

“Chac thé. Ong Ay c6 mua thém mot cai xic tay méi.”

“Mé1i a?”

“Dung vay. Xic ay duoc boc ky, tirc 1a dung gidy boc lai chi con chira cho tay xach. Nhin qua,
cach 6ng Ay nhic cai xic, toi biét ngay 13 rdng, nhung hai va-li kia thi ro 13 day ap.’

“Ca hai cai?”

“Dlng vay.”

“Ay, chang 16 12 ¢6 ai di cting khong hay 1a 6ng ay di mot minh nhi?”

“Khong, ong ay di mot minh, diéu t6i chi con nhd cé thé thoi. Ong Ay tiép mot sd khach. Khoang
dau chig mudi mot gid rudi toi thi co dién thoai clia ong khach tro phong bén canh. Ong nay bao ong
khong wa khiéu nai nhung dam nguo1 ¢ chd ong Stanton thué cr ndi chuyén mai lam Ong ta mat ngu.
Ong ta nho t01 chiu phlen dién thoai bao ho im bét gitim cho.”

Mason héi, “Noi chuyén to tiéng a? Chéc 14 cdi va nhau?”

“R& rang khong phai, ma trai lai. Ho n6i that khé nhung nham lac di hoi khuya r6i. Ong ciing biét
minh ¢6 ngi cho dugc thé ma van ctr nghe cai tleng déu déu, tiéng voi nude nho giot hay cai gi gi do,
ctr nhu 1 ron 1én khién minh bi vang dau vang oc.”

Mason ndi, “Téi hiéu. Ba c6 biét 6ng Stanton rdi khoi dy vao budi sang ¢& luc nao khong?”

“Khong, t6i khong biét. Doi ltc toi phai thirc cho t&i mot hai hay c6 khi ti ba gid sang, nén toi rat
ua day mudn. Co méy cO phu viéc trong coi ngd vao cac phong tro.”

“Quan tro nay trong dep 1am.”

“Camon.”

“Ca thay bao nhiéu phong nhi?”’

“Nam muo1 hai.”

“Lén that. Diéu khién chic khong phai dé.”

“Qua nhu vay.”

“Tbi chic ba con co nhitng chuyén lo riéng nita chu.”

“Tét nhién thoi.”

“Ong Stanton ndi nhur thé ndo lac ba goi dién thoai téi phong bao cho ong biét 13 ong dang lam
phién nguoi chung quanh?”

“Ong 4y bao dang ban bac va sap stra cham dut. Toi ciing doan nhu thé. Lic nhin ra cira tdi thy co
mot chiéc xe 6-t6 dang dd trudc gian cua 6ng ta. Vai phut sau thi chiéc xe nay 1ai di.”

“Ba biét loai xe nio khong?”



“Khong. Chi la xe thuong, loai thudng dung do ma. To1 cling ching rd loai nao. T61 dau c6 ranh
chuyén nhan dang xe. Ong x3 t6i chi can liéc qua mot cai 1a biét duoc nim san xuat, loai gi kiéu gi,
that tai. Gi chir viéc d6 to1 khong thao 1am.”

Mason héi, “Ong Stanton c6 goi dién di xa khong nhi?”

“Chuyén nay khong néi dugc. Ong thay day, lam sao c6 thé ghi vao héa don thué phong nhitng
chuyén nhu vay. Khi khach muon goi qua tong dai chiing toi mong tha la ho di thang t&i phong thanh
toan & phong ngoai ludn. O d6 sén hai tram dién thoai c6 loai tra tién mat. TAt nhién chung t61 co thé
nho tong dai cho goi dudng dai va khach can néi chuyén ctr ¢ trong phong minh. Péi lac chung t6i c6
1am thé vai khach quen, con khach la thi chung t6i khong khuyén khich 1am nhu thé dau.”

“Thé 6ng Stanton khong hé nho goi duong dai sao?”

“Luc to1 ¢ day thi khong. Chic ong Ay khong goi di xa dau, boi 18 trén hoa don khong thay ghi.”

“Nhung Ong ta van co thé di dén dién thoai ¢ phong ngoai dé nho goi dudng dai co ma?”

“O vang.”

“Lam thé ching bi ai dé ¥ sa0?”

“Khong, 1am gi c¢6 chuyén 4y.”

“Duoc, e s& dén luot toi xin goi dudng dai day.”

Mason turoi cuodi vui vé budc vao phong dién thoai, bé mét xu va xin lié€n lac vo1 van phong Quan
trudong. Sau khi tong dai bat lién lac r6i, 6ng lai doi nodi chuyén cho duoc v6i nhan vién co trach
nhiém. Khi gdp vién phu t4 Quan trudng trén duong day, Mason noi, “Toi 1a Perry Mason, luat su day
a. Toi dén dé xin trao doi ¥ kién véi than cha cua t6i 12 ba Davenport. Ong dd bo ti ba ay. T6i can
duoc noi chuyén vai ba ay.”

“Ong... dng... 1a Perry Mason?”

“Vang.”

Giong noi & dau ddy tré nén ngot xot, “Thé 6 ong dang 6 dau vay, ong Mason?”

Mason dap, “O tai quan tro Welchburg va sip c6 ¥ dinh dung tic xi dén vin phong cua ngai day.
T6i can ndi chuyén véi than chi cua t6i.”

Giong ndi tra 101, “Puoc thoi, 6ng Mason a. O trén nay ching to1 sé ¢d 10 ra hiéu khach, s& xin cép
phuong tién cho 6ng. Ong ctr & tai chd, s& co xe don trong vong nim phut.”

“Trong vong nam phat?”

“Ay, c6 18 chua toi dau. Xin chd mot chat nhé. Pé toi xem c6 thé lam gi duoc khong nao? Hay giir
may day nhé.”

Khoang ba muoi gidy im lang tré1 qua. Thé rdi dau day lai co tiéng.

“Chung t01 s€ c6 xe dén don ong, dng Mason a. Chung t6i chd ong 1au r6i ddy nhé.”

“Thé co a?”

“Vang. Ong dén nha dng Davenport ¢ Paradise vao toi qua phai khong?”

“Khong.”

“Khong?” Giong hoi co ve hoai nghi.

“Khong. Toi dén nha ctia ba Davenport, va trong truong hop 6ng quan tam dén viéc tim hiéu c6
nhirng gi ¢ trong phong bi thi dé nghi ong nén thim van c6 Mabel Norge, thu ky cua ong Davenport.
Con néu 6ng can biét chuyén gl khac thi ong Davenport da ¢ tai chd nay, vao dém trude khi ong ta
chét, tai quan tro Welchburg. Ong 4y dang ky tro v&i cai tén 1a Frank L. Stanton.”

Ga nhan vién hoi, “Ong chic ddy chi?”

“Qua 101 mo ta thi diing, ca s xe cling thé.”

Ga nhan vién hoi nhu diéu tra, “Tai sao dng bdo cho ching tdi cai tin nay?”

Mason kéu 1én kinh ngac, “Troi dat! C6 gi ma toi khong nén 1am nhu vay?”



~ “Khong, 01 nghi 1a khong. Chung toi cam thdy c6 1& ong mat rudt néu ching t6i khong duoc biét tin
ay.”

“Sao ong lai co ¥ nghi nhu vay? Co6 chiéc xe chiéu dén do dang quay vao 16i di ¢ ngoai kia. Toi
chic d6 1a chiéc xe dén don. Ong kiém xe nhanh day.”

“Chung t6i cd gang lam viéc chong vanh, dng Mason a” Vién phu td Quan trudng dap “Sé 1a nhd
chung t6i di co san xe luu dong mang trang bi vo tuyén di tudn tra trong khu virc ong dang c6 mit.
Ciing kha ky 1a ho di xét cac quan tro c6 dé tim cho ra ong Davenport da luu lai.”

“Ay, t6i mu’ng 1a da giup cac 6ng bot ddi chut nhoc nhan phién toai.”

Mason néi doan gac may trong luc hai vién phu ta Quan trudng vai rong dang ¢ lach minh qua

phong ngoai dé tién vao.



Chuong 8

Chiéc xe canh sat chay vao dé sat chd ré va trong lac Mason dugc canh sat ho téng di vao thi mot
ngudi dan éng cao 16n vai nu cudi coi md budce dén va chia tay ra bat.

“Perry Mason?”

“Vang” Mason vira ndi vira bat tay. Ngudi nay noi:

“Tbi 1a Talbert Vandling, bién Iy ¢ day. Tinh hinh c&r nhu 13 t6i sip xir mOt vu an c6 dng & vé phia
bi c40.”

Mason dua mat do xét ngudi dang noéi chuyén véi minh. Nguoi ndy c6 doi mét nhin thang, binh
than, trong c6 vé thoai mai dé chiju, dé c6 cam tinh. Mason néi, “Tbi théy khong khéo ong 1a mot ddi
thu dang gom.”

Vandling dap, “T61 s€ cd géng dugc nhu vay. Ve chuyén ong m¢d 14 thu ¢ tai quan Butte thi sy thé
ra lam sao?”

Mason hoi, “Ngudi ta cho rang t6i mé 1a thu?”

“Bién 1y ¢ trén d6 cho rang 6ng da 1am nhu vay.”

“Lam thé 1a pham trong t01?”

Vandling noi, “Ay, tiy & cach nhin thoi.”

Mason mim cudi néi voi éng ta, “Toi chic ong dang ¢ chuyén 16i thdi riéng tai dia phuwong nay.”

“Nghi nhu vay cling dugc.”

“Thé thi t6i nghi 6ng khoi can phai 6m lay chuyén phién phic & quan Butte dé khoi ban ron vo
ich.”

Vandling nga dau ra sau cudi. Mason ndi, “Toi dugc biét 6ng hién dang gitr ba Davenport ¢ day.
Ba 4y 1a than chi cua t6i, toi cAn gip ba Ay dé noi chuyén va gop ¥ kién nham bao vé quyén loi cho
ba.”

Nu cudi bién ngay trén khu6én mat cuia Vandling.

“Ong Mason a, vé vu an nay co vai chd tdi chua hleu duoc. Hién gio to1 khong mudn ket luan cho
ai vo t0i ca. Theo 101 ba Ay ké thi ba ta khong blet gi vé vu an mang ay. Noi cach khac, ba 4 ay vo can.’

Mason git dau. Vandling noi tlep, “Khdn ndi, c6 mot s6 truong hop khién t6i khong thé chap nhan
duoc cau chuyén do ba ta ké xét vé bé mit.”

Mason hoi, “Thé con chuyén cai xac vugt qua cura $6?”

Vandling néi, “Po chinh 1a mot trong nhirng diéu toi sap ban tdi. Téi ¢ ¥ dinh trinh hét quin bai
va ong cling nén lam nhu vay.”

Mason noi, “Ay, khong nén 1am thé ngay mot luc. Ong hiy ctr dat mot 14 xem sao dé t6i xét ¢ con
choi tiép dugc hay khong da.”

Vandling dap, “Pong ¥ thoi. Canh sat dd pham toi 16n vé diéu tra, phai thang than ma néi nhu vay.”

“Su thé ra sao?”

“Céai ga trong thdy bong nguoi ranh ranh mic bo d6 nga vuot ra khoi cira s6 rdi 1ai xe bo di kia da
lot khoi tay chiing ta.”

“Chuyén dién ra thé nao?”



“Ga da cho mot dia chi dém va chic 1a mdt tén gia cho cac nhan vién canh sat.”

“Va nhan vién canh sat ¢t d€ nhu the?”

Vandling n6i, “Ong hay cir doan xem. Gi ding ky tro & quan tro tai day. Ga khong di mot minh, ca
hai dang ky nhu mot cdp vo chong. Ga bao voi cac nhan vién vé chuyén di trong thiy bong ngudi mic
bd do ngii chudn ra cira s6 va 1ai xe di. Cac nhan vién hoi tén va dia chi, gi bén cho ho tén va dia chi
ding ky tro. Cac nhan vién kiém tra va phat hién la ga da dang ky tro tir dém trudc voi cai tén gia do,
ho cur dé y nhu thé, khong doi xem sb bang 14i. Ho khong kiém tra s6 xe cta gi, ciing chang doi xem
glay t tiy than. Pay qua 1a mot 16i qua 16n. Ly do duy nhat khién ho qué 16ng 1éo nhu thé 13 boi lac
ay ho tin chic khong c6 cai xac nao ca. Ho ciing tin chic rang mot con nguoi dé bi giam trong phong
nhu thé tat nhién phai tim cach thoat khoi tay nguoi vo khong may hap dan.”

Po6i mit ctia Mason lac Ay nghiém lai. Ong noi, “Xin cho biét tiép!”

“R0 rang ga nay da tinh toan ky. Ga nhan ra rang néu sap phai 1am nhan ching trong vy nay thi ban
than gi va c6 18 ngay ca ngudi cung di v6i gi thé nao ciing bi 16. Vi vay gi di lo thoat khoi noi do.”

“Céc nhin vién canh sat khong biét gi 1a ai sao?”

“Chang biét gi rdo. Ho chi c6 duogc cai tén do chinh gi cho, nhung toi chic d6 14 tén gia. Pia chi 1a
dia chi vé van va sb xe ga ding ky tai quan tro ciing 13 gia nét.”

“Lam sao 6ng biét dugc?”

“Chung t6i da kiém tra ngudi chu chiéc xe dugc dang ky. Nguoi nay o mién nam cua bang da co
vg con, va ro rang khong phai la ngudi ching ta can tim. Hon nita, y da khong budc ra khoi nha trong
bén muoi tam tiéng dong hd ma chiée xe cling khong thé nio c6 mit ¢ noi ay.”

Mason no6i, “Nhan vét & quan tro ndy da trd thanh nhan chimg c6 gi tri nhat cho phia bi c4o.”

Vandling git dau. Mason noi, “Néu d6 1a mot nhan ching v6i bao cdo c6 gia tri ddi v6i cong td
vién. To61 khong nghi la gi da tudt khoi tAm tay cua canh sat.”

Vandling ndi, “Ay, nhitng 161 6ng ni va cach ndi doi chd c6 ngu v toi khong thich.”

“C6 nhiéu chd sy viéc dién ra toi cting dau c¢6 thich.”

Vandling nhéch méi cuoi cay doc, hoi, “Ong dinh c6 v tao kho khin day ho?”

Mbi tuy nd nu cudi v6i Vandling, nhung cip mit ciia Mason van giit vé lanh lung, qua quyét,
“Dlng thé.”

Vandling noi, “T61 ngai nhu thé day. Tat nhién, ong Mason a, chung ta hay thang thin v&i nhau
trong vy nay. Néu g 4y da 13 nhan ching cho phia cong t6 thi 161 phat biéu ctia gi cho thdy 1a c6 an
mang that roi. Pang khong?”

“To1 cho la nhu vay.”

“Vay thi cac nhan vién canh sat 4t da biét ho dang lam viéc vi mdt vu an mang, va biét ré‘mg néu
nhan chtng tudt khoi tay thi ho s& bi boi nho, tit nhién ho chic da c6 bién phap dé kiém tra 1y lich cta
gd va phai tim ra chd cta g dé 1am nhan chirng. Nhung, ¢t nhu su thé dién ra, thi bao cao cua gi cho
thay khong 1am gi ¢ vu 4n mang xay ra. Do d0, cac nhan vién canh st mdi to ra thiéu thin trong trong
truong hop nay dem so voi truong hop da dién ra thi trai han . T6i hy vong it ra 1a nhu thé. Pay 1a ca
mot 161 16n vé diéu tra, t61 khong thich nhu thé. T6i thdy vé vu nay minh chang duogc thoai mai chut
nao.”

Mason no1, “Nguoi nay 1la mot nhan chirng quan trong. DPang 1y ra canh sat phai nhan ra y la mdt
nhan chimg dic dung.”

“Toi dong ¥ voi ong.”

Mason hoi, “Thé ché ching ta bi bo limg 12 & dau vay?”

Vandling dép, “T6i e rang d6 1a chd ching ta khong nén bat dong vé cach quan tim d6i véi van de
Ctr nhu hién tinh thi 18 13 t8i ¢6 ¥ dinh budc Myrna Davenport vé tdi sat nhan, t6i s& ding lam cong t6



vién trong vu nay. Tat nhién, t6i ddu mudn lam thé néu qua thuc Ed Davenport d tréo ra khoi ctra s6 &
chd dd xe d6. Tuy vay, dau ching ta c6 tim thay nhin chimg di nita thi gi chi c6 thé 1am ching 1a da
trong thiy mot bong ngudi ma gi e doan 1a dan 6ng, mic bo d6 ngi, tréo ra khoi ctra s6, gi thdy
ngudi d6 di chan khong, leo vao mdt chiée 6-t6 va lai di. Bong nguoi duge md ta noi chung 13 gidng
Ed Davenport.”

Mason hoi, “Ong da tim thdy cai xéc chwa?”

“Chiing ti da tim thay cai xac.”

“Co gi thac mic khong, ngoal trir cai xac do la cua Ed Davenport?”

“Khong phai thac mic gi ca.’

“Xac mic do gi?”

“Mic bod db ngl. Chan khong, dugc chon dudi cai huyét dao san trude d6 hai, ba ngay.”

“Ong c6 ¥ noi 1a cai xac Ay dugc chon trong mot cai ho co sdn?”

Vandling noi, “Ay, d6 1a cach noi ctia dng. Theo t6i d6 13 mdt cai huyét da dugc dao san tir nhiéu
ngay trudc, dao nham muyc dich 1a dé chon cai xac Davenport.”

Mason hoi, “Ong ay chét nhu thé nao?”

Vandling dap, “Piéu nay chung t6i khong duogc rd 1am, nhung theo cach udc doan tot nhét thi 1a do
chét doc.”

“Ac-xé-nit?”

“Po-tat-xi-um Xi-a-nit. Chiing t6i chwa mo xac dé kham nghiém.”

“Néu thé thi nan nhan 4t da chét gan nhu lién khi bi dau doc.”

Vandling gat dau. Mason hoi, “Con keo thi sa0?”

“Keo ¢ trong tui xac thi chira ddy chat 4c-xé-nit va po-tat-xi-um xi-a-nit. Phan 16n s6 keo déu chira
ac-xé-nit, mot s6 co pod-tat-xi-um xi-a-nit. Cach dau doc that 1a tri xao: mot phan 16n chit nudc trong
keo da dugc rat ra, ro rang la bang kim hat, va chit doc d3 duoc cho vao.”

Mason hoi, “Tai sao lai c6 nguoi dung to1 hai thir thude doc cung lac nhi?”

Vandling n6i, “Chinh t6i ciing mong duoc giai dap vé chuyén niy.”

Mason néi, “Pic biét, mot loai chat doc co tac dung cham, con loai kia thi da c6 tac dung gén nhu
tirc thoi.”

Vandling thira nhan, “Chinh d6 1a chd thic mac. Thuc ra thi trong vu ndy c¢é nhitng chd vudng mac
toi khong thé hiéu ndi. T6i khong thich bam riét mot vu an trir phi biét d6 qua ding 1a mdt vu an. Néu
t6i yéu cau mot hoi dong tham phan két an tir hinh ngudi dan ba nay thi t6i can phai biét chic chin
réng ba ta qua thuc pham to1 giét nguo1 thudc dién tinh tao, cd dy muu va an thudc loai trong t1.”

Mason git dau. Vandling néi tiép, “Toi dd doc bao, biét vé 6ng kha nhiéu. Ong 14 tay dau da cimg
cap va déo dai. Ong tin cay o kich tinh. Toi du c6 sic sdo 1am dé di duong dau véi dng trong mot vy
an ma toi khong biét chac 1a né thuc c6 rd rang hay khong.”

Mason hoi, “Vay thi sao?”

Lan nay nu cuoi cia Vandling t6 vé than mat han.

“Vay thi, luc nay day, t6i ndi duoc voi éng chi c6 thé.”

“Nhirng gi vay?”

“T6i xin nhic lai: Toi khong thich doi toa tuyén an tir hinh trong mot vu an trir phi ti biét do 1a
mot vu giét nguoi thude loai tinh tdo, c6 du muu. Trong vu nay hién gio c6 doi chd t6i chua thé giai
thich duoc. Toi thay duong nhu khé c6 giai dap. Co6 mot nhan ching danh cho bén bi céo thi canh sat
lai dé tudt mat. Toi can phai bao vé uy tin cong t6 vién cua minh. Ong rat ning dong, ding 1a mot ddi
tha dang gdm. Néu trong vu an c6 nhitng su viéc bén cong to khong giai thich dugc thi ong lai kich hoa
ching dé bién chung thanh nhirng sy viéc t6i quan trong trong toan bd vu an.”



Mason hoi, “Vay thi da sao?”

“T61 chi no61 dugc nhu vay trong Iac nay.”

“Théi, dé nghi ching ta hay nhin trudc sy viéc mot chit.”

“T6i dau phai 1a thay boi hay nha tién tri.”

“Chung ta hiy tim hiéu cac kha nang co thé c6.”

Vandling noi, “Néu 6ng dya trén nén tang nhu vay dé phat bleu thi cong t6 vién hau nhu lic nio
cling c¢6 thé nhan thay 1a khi ho ¢6 du bang ching dé chimg minh rang mot nguo1 nao day 1a da c6 toi,
thi trong vu an van c6 mot so yéu to ho van chua thé giai thich ndi. Khi diéu nay xay ra thi doi lac ho
phai di tién lidu trude va van ¢ ngudi tin. Déi Iuc ho chiu dung ra xin thwong thio.”

“Thuong thao nhur thé nao?”

“O du thir chuyén. C6 ltc ho déng ¥ khong doi toa tuyén an tir hinh néu bi céo thi nhan toi. b1 luc
ho dé cho bi c4o nhin pham toi giét nguoi 6 bac nhi. Co luc, trong nhirng trudng hop cung lam, néu bi
cdo co tai dong kich gioi, thi ho lai mubn chip nhan mot 1y c¢6 giét nguoi 1a khong ¢6 dy muu.”

Mason hoi, “Nhung trueong hop dic biét nay thi sao?”

Vandling no6i, “Trong trudng hop dic biét nay thi tdi khong & vao tu thé c6 thé ndi gi hon trong lic
nay.”

“Thé thi t6i chic rang ching ta hiéu nhau.”

Vandling noi, “T61 nghi 1a 6ng can gip bi c4o.” Mason git dau.

Vandling néi tiép, “To6i xubng day voi tu cach ca nhan boi vi toi mudn gip ong va muén bao dam
vO1 Ong rang 6ng s€ khong gap kho khan chat nao néu mudn gip bi cao. O quan ndy, ching toi khong
wra xtr loai 4n cAp ba. Chung toi khong ¢ ¥ ngin khong cho bi cao tiép xtc voi ludt sur ctia minh. Ong
s& thay ba Davenport cho 6ng ¢ phong ho1, t61 mu6n cam doan riéng vo1 6ng la trong phong a iy s&
khong co h¢ théng nghe 16m dau. Khong co he théng day. Nhitng gi cic ngudi ndi v4i nhau déu co tinh
chit riéng tur va kin. Néu ba Davenport can noi chuyén vo1 to1 thi thinh thoang t61 s& dén hoi ba ay.
Néu ba khong mudn tra 101 thi d6 12 quyén cua ba. Ong 1a ludt su ciia ba 4 ay, ong s€ dugc d6i xur lich
su theo dung phép trong nghe tai dia phuong nay, chung to1 s€é bao v€ quyén loi ctia bi cdo mot cach
chu dao khong kém gi ong.”

Mason noéi, “Xin cam on.”

Vandling tiép, “Néu bang c& dua ra cho thiy ba ta dau doc chong mot cach ¢ chu y thi toi s& yéu
cdu toa tuyén an tir hinh.”

Mason git dau. Vandling néi, “Con néu ba dugc toa tha bong tai ddy thi bién 1y & Los Angeles lai
mudn gitr ba dé budc t6i giét co Hotense Paxton bang thuée doc.”

Mason lai git dau. Vandling noi, “Toi nghi c6 18 6ng mudn nghe nhitng diéu éy, dac biét trong
truong hop 6ng nghi tdi viéc yéu cau bi can hay thii nhan tdi. Ngay luc nay, xét thay thuc te 1a nhan
chirng quan trong bén bi can da tudt khot tay canh sat. Néu 6 6ng muon ra toa thi hdy co y kién vé chuyén
thue t& d6 va bao than chu nhan t01 di, 61 chic chan s& khuyén cao voi toa 1a xét trong tru’ong hop nhu
thé, bén cong t6 s& vui 10ng chi xin doi an chung than chir khong phai an tir hinh cho bi can.”

Mason ndi, “Va sau ddy 1a ho s& diéu ba ta quay tré lai Los Angeles dé xir ba vé& vu muu sat
Hotense Paxton, va ltc ba ta budc 1én buc dé phu nhan t01 thi bién ly dia phuong s€ chat vin ba ta va
dé budc toi, s& ndi: “Ba da bi két toi hinh su r6i, co diing nhu vay khong?”, luc niy thi ba ta at phai tra
101: “Vang”. Ho lai n6i: “Ba bi két toi dau doc chéng 0 quan Fresno, c6 phai nhu vay khong?” va ba
ta lai dap: “Vang”. Luc d6 thi hoi dong tham phén & Los Angeles s& nhét tri cho ba ta 1a mot ké giét
nguoi quen thoi dung thude doc va sé nhat quyét 1o di trude bat cir bang cd nao co 1oi cho ba ta, ho sé
cho rang ba ta 3 pham t6i muu sat Hotense Paxton bang thuéc doc va s& tuyén an tir hinh.”

Vandling dit mot ban tay 1én mit, 1dy may ngdn tay xoa nan doc quai ham, roi sau d6 gat dau va



noi, “Vang, t6i co6 thé thong cam 1a ong cé nhirng kho khin riéng day, luat su a.”

Mason no1, “Vay thi t61 xin di gap than chu dé ban chuyén. Xin cam on 6ng da to ra rat ngay tinh.
To61 c6 ¥ nghi 1a vy &n nay s€ rat gay go mot khi ¢6 6ng & bén cong t5.”

M4y ngon tay cua Mason nam chit 14y ban tay ctia Vandling,

“Toi s& co gang hét minh de lam cho vu an tro nén gay go. Con chuyén xay ra ¢ Paradise thi sao?
Vé chuyén 14 thu véi miy to g1ay tring khong ¢6 chir bén trong va nap bi thu da bi mo bang cach ho
nudc nong thi sao? Ong c6 mudn phat biéu gi vé vu nay khong?”

Mason lic dau. Vandhng noi, “T61 tin la 6ng s€ khong phat biéu. Vién bién 1y ¢ trén d6 co dién
thoai noi chuyén 1a t6i roi s& thiy ong 1am 1oi va wa tranh né. Ong ta noi 1a ong s& néi nhu dién nhung
khong chiu néi gi cho ra 18.”

Mason néi, “Chién thuat thay d6i tiry theo hang ngudi khac nhau va tiy trudng hop khac nhau. Véi
ong thi t6i nghf ¢6 hoi kho ma 1dm 101 va kho ma tranh né dugc.”

Vandling no1, “T61 ¢ gang lam dugc nhu thé. Thoi, ong cur viéc di gip than chu, 6ng Mason. Cir
dén gip chang to1, néu co gi chung t61 ¢ day co thé giup dé ong duoc thoai mai. T61 1a hoi vién hoi
Rotary. T6i mubn dua ong xuong du’0’1 hoi quan choi dé gigi thiéu luén. Néu ong mudn choi con cau
thi chiing t6i ¢6 thé thu xép cho va. .

“Xin cam on” Mason néi “T61 nghI 13 sdp ban ron t¢i noi roi.”

Vandling néi, “Chac chan thé nao tdi ciing lam 6ng ban quynh 1én. Chic may min. Toi chic 6ng s&
can dugc nhu thé. C6 18 ca t6i cling vay nita.”



Chuong 9

Mason thay ba Davenport chd minh trong mot cin phong nho hep bay bién nhu vin phong v4i miy
chiéc ghé ném va médt cai ban con. Ngoai bau khong khi ¢6 mui nhat nh€o thoang pha mui thudc sat
trung thom nhe, khong c6 gi cho thay day la noi gan chd giam cam t01 nhan.

Myrna nhin Mason that nhanh, t1en lai va dua tay cho ong cam. Nhu:ng ngon tay duong nhu bam
chat vao ban tay cua ludt su, nhu mudn tim & d6 chit sinh luc. Nang cat giong trAm budn dic biét nhu
moi khi, “Thay ong dén t6i rat ming. Ho bao ong da 1én day. Ong bién 1y & dia phuong nay rat lich
su.”

“Ba d4 noi chuyén voi éng dy?”

“Vang.”

“Ba n61 vo1 ong ta nhitng gi?”

“Bao nhiéu sy viéc xdy ra ma té1 dugc biét.”

“Ba c6 ky gidy to gi khong?”

“Khong.”

Mason néi, “Tir day tré di dirng ndi chuyén gi nira. Hay dé nguoi khac néi thay.”

“Néu ho hoi thi t6i s& ndi sa0?”

“Bao ho 1ién hé t6i. Néi rang hoi gi thi ¢6 t61 tra 101 hét.”

“Nhung, 6ng Mason 3, t6i mubn vu nay can phai dugc lam sang t0.”

Mason noi, “Tat nhién 13 ba mudn nhu vay roi. Ai lai khong mudn thé? Nhung khi vu ndy sang to
thi ho lai 161 ba vé Los Angeles dé xir vé vu glet Hotense Paxton.”

“Ho nd lam nhu vay sao? Ho ng...?”

Mason lic dau, “Pja phuong nio ciing déu mong dja phuong khic chém vao ba nhat dau tién. Néu
ba bi két toi gi d6 & dia phuong nay thi ba lai bi 4n tir hinh tai dja phuong kia. Chung ta hiy n6i thang
v6i nhau. Hiy t6 ra thanh thyc va nhin thang vao thuc t&.”

Myrna Davenport dot ngdt ngdi xudng mot chiéc ghé nhu thé hai dau gbi da bi giy. Nang hoi, “Nhu
vay co dau don khong?”

Mason héi, “Gi co?”

“Chét bang ga.”

Mason dua mit sac nhin nang, “Theo 15i thién ha thi chét nhu thé hoan toan chang dau dén gi. Chi
can thd mot cai 1a chét le trong vong mot phan muoi gidy.”

“Chét nhu thé thi khoe that. Co ngudi bao 1a nhitng ngudi ay bi ngdp, bi nghet thd, ho va dau dén
lam.”

“Ai bao ba nhu vay?”

“Mot nguoi ¢ day.”

“Mot tén canh sat?”

“Khong phai. Mot ti nhan.”

“Phy nit?”

“Phai.”



Mason noi, “Tranh cai ba ay di. Ping ndi chuyén véi ai ca. Pung bau ban véi ai. Ctr ngdi im mot
2 .

cho. Bé mac moi viéc cho t61 1o0.”

Myrna néi, “Ong van tiép tuc dai dién cho t6i ddy chr?”

Mason gat dau.

“To1 cur ngai... ngai la ong s€ rut lui.”

Mason ndi voi nang, “Toi khong thoai lui. Cho du ba c6 t6i ba van ¢ quyén dugce phap ludt xét xir

cong minh. Ba van con du moi quyén do phap luat bao vé. Cong viée ctia toi 1a cho ba duoc hudng
tron nhitng quyén nay.”

“Xin camon.”

“Ba c6 pham td1 khong?”

“Khong.”

“T6i dau ddc Hotense Paxton?”

“Khong.”

“T6i dau doc chdng ba?”

“Khong.”

“Ba ¢6 mot sd diéu can phai giai thich.” Mason no1 béng giong mét moi, dua tay kéo lai mot chiéc

ghé va ngodi doi1 dién Myrna.

“Toi biet.”

Mason nhin Myrna mot cach sac sao hon, “Ba ban Sara Ansel di quay lai chong ba roi day.”

“Ba 4y d4 tro lai chd toi 16i.”

“Lam sao ba biét?”

“Ba 4y quay dién thoai.”

“C6 nhin gi bang dién thoai khong?”

“Ctia ba ay, vang c0.”

Mason néi giong buc tirc, “Ho to chitc nghe 1én rdi ddy. Ba Ay noi gi thé? C6 gi khéng?”

“Ba ta ¢6 y ngd vuc toi va quay chdng toi, ba da ndi v4i canh sat dii chuyén ba biét va ca nhiing

chuyén ba khong biét nita. Sau day, ba ta nghi ky lai roi thdy qua ho then.”

d

Mason noi, “Ba ay néi vo1 canh sat 1a da trong thay ba dao mot cai hd va chon & d6 mot s6 thuoe

oc.”

Poi mit ctia Myrna ngang nhin 1én tim mit ctia Mason, 16 vé thang thot rat rd.

“Ba 4y bao voi canh sat nhu thé?”

Mason gat dau.

Myrna thu hai ban tay lai trén vé, mét nhin xuéng hai ban tay, noi, “Ay, ké ra thi ba dy c6 du 1y cé
é ngd vuc t61.”

Mason héi, “Ba thu xép hanh trang cho 6ng nha nhitng 1an éng di xa?”
“Q, vang.”

“Ong nha c6 mang theo keo?”

“Vang, luc nao cling vay ca.”

“Ba mua keo 4y?”

“Vang.”

“Keo trong cac tai hanh trang bi bé thudc doc.”
“T6i biét. Nguoi ta bao vai toi thé day.”

“Ba khong 1am thé chtr?”

“Khong.”

“Ai lam?”



“T6i khong biét.”

“Ba da song tai ngdi nha ¢ Paradise 1au r6i?”

“Vang.”

“Sau khi 6ng cau 1a William Delano bi 6m ba lién dén & véi 6ng ay?”

“Vang.”

“Chéng ba luc d6 lam gi?”

“Anh ay ¢ lai Paradise gan nhu thudng xuyén, nhung ciing c6 ltc ghé dén thim.”

“Chong ba khong thich nghi dén chuyén don vé & tai Los Angeles?”

“Vang.”

“Sao thé?”

“Chong t6i bao toi dang rudce lay canh song tri tré chan ngat va tu dem than lam t6i thién ha, dén
khi 6ng cau kia chét thi toi at chang c6 1ay mot dong trong cai di san d6 dau.”

“Cai gi da khlen 6ng nha bao thé?”

“Ong ay nghi rang moi viéc dd duoc thu xép dé Hortense hudng tron cé gia tai ay. Ngay ca luc ¢o
ay chet ong cling khong mudn toi den do. Ong khong wra Sara Ansel. Vi mot Iy do nao ddy ma Ed c6 y
cho rang Ansel s& tim cdch 6m gon s6 tién con lai.”

Mason noi, “Neu ba bi tuyén an vi toi g16t Hotense Paxton thi ba ¢6 nay c6 thé duoc hudng nhu
thé. Lac do6 lai co van dé phap ly lién can vao.’

“To1 khong glet Hortense. Toi rat mén cd ay co ma.’

“Chdng ba chua bao gid don dén & ngoi nha tai Los Angeles coO phai nhu vay khong?”’

“Khong bao gid 6ng dén ca, cho mai tdi khi ong William mat di thi ong mdi dén. Nhung c6 diéu 1a
ong van dé lai rat nhiéu d6 dac ¢ Paradise. Ong bién noi dy thanh phong 1am viéc. Cong viéc thuong
luwong khai thac mé ma 1am & d6 thi dé dang thun tién hon.”

Mason no6i, “Ba chuin bi cac thir hanh trang cho 6ng nha. Ba con nhd lac chuin bi cho 6ng nha di
1én Paradise chuyén sau ciing khong?”

“Ao quan ching nhiéu nhin gi vi da s6 d0 6ng dy di co6 san & Paradise. Toi chuan bi vai cai 40 so-
mi, tat va do ngu...”

“Ba nhé cac bo d6 nga chir?”

“Nho.”

“Ching ra sao?”

“C6 nhitng hinh mau trang v&i nhitng hinh mau do.”

“Hinh ra sao?”

“Trong nhu hinh hoa hu¢ vay do.”

“Ba da trong thdy b d6 nga 6ng nha mic lic cai xac bi phat hién khong?”

“Khong.”

“Ho khong yéu cau ba nhin xac sao?”

“Khong.”

“C6 18 ho s& lam thoi. Ba can phai lo 1am sao cho cting ran, dé chiu dung ct chin dong nhé.”

“Vang, t6i biét.”

“Ba c6 thé chiu dung ndi khong?”

“Tét nhién thoi.”

“Sao ba lai noi “tat nhién”?”

“T6i khong phai loai dé bi xtic dong.”

Mason néi mdt cach tirc gian, “Toi tin chic 14 nhu thé day. Duong nhu ba chua hiéu hét tinh hung
ngat nghéo cua ba lac nay?”



“T6i hiéu chu.”

“Vay ltic chuan bi hanh trang cho 6ng di 1an sau cung, ba c6 bo keo vao trong d6?”

“Co.”

“Ba kiém dau ra céc thtr keo ay?”

“To61 mua & cura hang ban keo. T61 mua hai hop. T61 bo vao mot hop, con mot to1 dé trong ngan kéo
& van phong.”

“Ba c6 m¢& hop nao khong?”

“Khong.”

“Chac khong?”

“Vang, chac.”

“Ba ciing khong dung cham gi t6i gidy boc ngoai?”

“Vang. Ctr dé y nguyén nhu lic mang tir ctra hang keo vé, chi trir co lérp gidy ngoai thoi. Cai hop
duoc boc bang gidy trong. Toi ctr dé nguyén glay boc nhu thé, khong c6 cat.”

“Thé nhu ba c6 cam chic ring ho khong thé tim ra chit dau tay ndo cua ba trén bat ky mot vién keo
nao hay khong?”

“Tat nhién 1 chac.”

“Co ngudi ndo diy da mo cai hop va bo thude doc vao trong nhirng vién keo co hai loai thude
doc.”

“Ngudi ta ciing cho t6i hay nhur thé.”

“Ba khong lam chuyén do cha?”

“Khong, tat nhién 1a khong r6i.”

“Sur dung keo sdcdla 1a mot viéc phai rat than trong. Dé dé lai dau tay trén do 1&dm.”

“Thé cang hay. Nhitng d4u tay khong phai 13 cua t6i.”

“T6i c6 thé tin vao chd nay khong?”

“Han di r0i. Toi xin htra... 161 hira danh dy.”

“Ong nha dem theo bao nhiéu cai xic lac di?”

“Mot cai va-11.”

“Loai gi?”

“Loai va-li 16n thong thuong théi.”

Mason ndi, “Khoan d3 nhé. Ong 4y d3 mua & dau d6 mot cai xac trude khi d¢én Fresno.”

“T6i khong rd tai sao ong Ay lai phai 1am nhu vay.”

“Ong 4y mang theo hai cai va-1i.”

“Tb6i chang rd cai kia ong ta 1dy & dau. Y t6i mudn néi 14 tai sao 6ng ay lai mang theo cai va-1i do,
& Fresno Ong dy da san ca khdi d6 dung. Ong ta d& mang nhitng thir can dung cho nhirng ltc ¢ lai mot
thoi gian ngan khi 1én day.”

“Ong éy c6 dé lai cai va-li ndo tai Paradise khi ba doi chd & khong?”

“To6i chac 1a khong. Chung toi co mang theo do trong cac va-li va bo lai tai Los Angeles. Nhiing
chiéc va-li kia hién dang & dudi 4y.”

“Bao nhiéu ca thay?”

“Chirng bén nim chiéc.”

“Ba khong biét gi vé hai chiéc va-li 6ng nha mang di sao?”

“Khong.”

“Ba c6 biét rang dng Ay c6 mang theo nhirng mau quing trong may chiéc va-li khong?”

“T6i khong 1d. Toi e co thé ong Ay c6 mang theo.”

“Ba ¢6 biét ong nha du tinh tham ai trong chuyén d6 khong?”



“Khong. Ong ay bao t6i 1a dang xtic tién thuong luong dé ban mot cai mé. Néu cong viée trot lot
thi s€ thu vao mét moén 101 kha.”

“Ong 4y khong noi gi khac véi ba sao?”

“Khong a.”

“Lic ¢ tai Paradise ong nha khong néi chuyén gi v4i ba bang dién thoai va cho ba biét thém diéu gi
sao?”

“Khong.”

“Ba ¢ ¥ ndi rang dng nha lc & tai Paradise khong hé goi ba qua dién thoai?”

“Co mot 1an, d6 14 tring vao ngay Chi nhat. Ong ay cho biét 1a sip di, va co6 ¥ mudn dén gip toi
vao toi thir Hai... tirc ngdy hom qua.”

“Co phai d6 1a 1an sau cling ong ay goi ba?”

“Phai.”

“Khoang tho1 gian cudi cung 1a bao 1au?”

“Mot tuan hay muoi ngay gi do.”

“Tai sao 6ng ay khong goi ba trong quéng thoi gian 14u hon thé?”

“To1 khong ro. Co 1€ 1a vi ¢6 Sara.”

“Co chuyén gi vay?”

“Ong nghi ba c6 niy thuong hay nghe 1én dudng diy néi. Dao Ay ong goi thuong xuyén hon. Thé
roi ong nodi c¢6 nguoi dang nghe 16én, sau d6 ong bét goi. Lic nao goi thi dng ndi rat ngan gon. Ong
khong wra Sara?”

“Thé ba nay khong thich dng nha?”

“Khong.”

“Ba co biét gi vé cong viéc 1am dn ctia ong nha khong?”

“Rat it.”

“Ong nha lac bay gio ¢6 ¥ dinh tiép mot vi nio day va hoan tat cong viéc 1am an vé him mo?”

“P6 1a 101 ong 4y noi, vy thoi.”

“O dau vay?”

“To1 doan ¢ dau trong vung nay. .. hodc Fresno hoac Modesto hodc chd tuwong tir.”

“Ba khong biét ong ay du tinh gdp ai 0 San Bernardino. Lam sao ba biét?”

“Chinh 6ng ta bao thé.”

“Khi nao?”

“Luc Ong ay goi dién thoai.”

“Ong ay goi lan dau?”

“Chi c6 mot 1an thoi.”

“Ba mudn néi chuyén di cudi cung nay?”

“Vang.”

“Ba ¢6 thé ta cai va-li ba chuin bi cho ong ay & chuyén sau cung khong? Trong n6 ra lam sao?”

“Cai va-li ay bang da mau nau sam. Tréng d4 mon son 1au réi. Trén mit c¢6 khic tén ctia 6ng voi
may chir cai bang vang..

Mason day ghé ra sau. Myrna hoi, “Ong dinh di dau?”

Mason dap, “Di ra ngoai ta ta mdt chat, & ngoai t6i tim ra nhiéu chuyén con hon 13 ngdi & trong nay
no1 chuyén véi ba. Ba ¢6 noi chuyén gi cho to61 nghe dau.”

“La boi toi dau c6 biét chuyén gi.”

Mason n6i, “Panh hy vong 14 ba c6 thé 1am cho hdi ddng tham phan tin dugc nhu vay.”



Chuong 10

Mason dén chuyén tau khuya tr& vé Los Angeles va budc vao vin phong lic mudi gid ndim muoi phut
sang. Ong bt gip Della Street dang chim chdi nhin vao mdt 14 thu, mit 16 vé ngac nhién. Mason hoi,
“Chuyén gi day?”

“Qi kia, 6ng chu, t6i khong nghe 6ng di vao. Chuyén di thé nao a?”

“Tét. Bién 1y & Fresno co vé dé chiu, nhung lai sép lam cho ching ta mét t&1 noi. Nét mit ¢6 trong
lam sao vay. Della?”

“Thé a?”

“Puing thé chtr con gi nita” Mason vira néi vira budc lai, 1ay 14 thu ¢ tay ngudi thu ky “Chuyén gi
vay?”’

“Thu cua tham tir Bakersfield. To1 moi xem so thoi.”

“Y can gi vay?”

“Tién.”

Mason cam thu doc:

Thira ong Mason

T6i viét thw ndy trén mdy danh chir mang tay tai San Bernardino. Téi vira mdi nghe Dai
phat thanh cho hay la ong Edward Davenport o Paradise vira chét, nguoi vo ciia éng ay bi
budc téi muu sdat, con éng thi dai dién cho ba dy. Téi chdc éng hién dang cdng dang tat cd
moi viéc lién quan toi di san. Trong thoi gian vira qua toi lam viéc cho Ed Davenport thuc
hién cdc 1oi dan do cia éng dy thi bong hay tin 6ng dy qua doi.

Téi hién khdng & vao tw thé cé thé ngoi cho cho téi lic di san dwoc phdp ludt hop 1y héa
mdi nhédn dweoc tién ciia minh, va do 1€ 6ng Davenport dd cho thdy céng viéc t6i dang lam lic
dy doi véi éng ta cé tam quan trong rdt 16m, nén téi thiét nghi la éng véi tw cach la ludt sw
dai dién va ba Davenport déu cdn biét téi chuyén hé trong nay.

Vi ong dy da qua doi, nén toi chang huéng dwoc loi I6c gi qua viéc mot long tan tuy trung
thanh voi ong dy, va néu to bdo cdo kem theo day qua co gia tri doi voi ong va ba vg cua ong
dy thi xin 6ng vui long biét cho 1a t6i san sang phuc vu trong kha ndng nghé nghiép véi bat cir
cdach nao cé thé lam duwoc.

Téi thiét nghi sw hop tac mau mdn nay sé cho phép téi dé nghi ong cdp thoi cdp cho téi
mét khodn tién, hy vong la ban bdo cdo kém theo ddy c6 gia tri doi véi ong.

T6i xin kém theo ddy mét to héa don nhdn khodn tién cong theo doi va cdc khodn chi vé
viéc éng Davenport dd mudn t6i bam sat phong tro sé muoi ba tai Barnardino, tong sé tién la
hai tram hai mwoi nham do-la.

Toi xin bao tin ong ro la t6i da gap ong Davenport de ban mot chuyén lam an khac do toi
thuong luong givip cach ddy chung hai nam vé vu hun co 5 phan mo. Tu do dén nay téi khéng
dwoc gap ong dy nita, nhung toi van tin danh tinh t6i da duoc ong dy giir dé dung trong twong
lai khi co chuyén twong tu can phai muon nguori.

Té6i rat lay lam vinh hanh néu dwoc phuc vu éng trong moi céng tdc khdc.



Kinh thu

Co quan tham tuw Beckemeyer
Truong co quan

Jason L. Beckemeyer.

Mason noi, “Déy, y nhu 1a chiing ta vira lam sang t6 duoc mot vu bi an nay thi lién gap phai mét vu
bi an khac. Lam quai gi ma Davenport lai phai muén tham tir tw dé bam sat phong mudi ba ¢ quén tro
tai San Barnardino nhi?”

Della Street hoi, “Thé tai sao ching ta phai 1am nhu vay?”

“Ching ta 1am nhu vay 1a do ct dién thoai do, ci dién thoai ma vi tinh co dang 1y ra phai nhan
duoc sau khi Ed Davenport chét mot thoi gian co. Hay xem qua bao céo cta anh chang tham tir ndy ra
sao?”

Della Street trao Mason nhitng t gidy c6 danh may chir:

Sau khi nhdn dwoc chi thi cua Davenport goi qua may dién thoai, tww Fresno, vao khoang
chin gio muweoi lam phit dém ngay mwoi mét - 6ng dy tw xung danh va ban chuyén mwdn tham
tir - Téi 1di xe den San Barnardino vdo toi ngdy muoi hai dé bam sat phong muwoi ba tai qudn
tro. Bai xe Ghénh Thdi Binh Dwong.

Téi dén San Barnardino lic gan mét gio sang ngay muwoi ba. Qudn tro Béi xe Ghénh Thdi
Binh Durong c6 treo mét tam bang théng bdo khéng con ché tro. Téi dé xe tai mét noi cé thé
canh chirng ché dy mdi cho dén gan muwoi gio- ba muoi sang trong khodng thoi gian ndy t6i
ban canh dia diém, tin chdc rang bat cir ai di ra di vao phong muoi ba déu bi t6i quan sat ré.

Liic gan muweoi gio ba mwoi sang ngay muoi ba, toi thay mot co gai dung chia khoa riéng
vao phong tro sau khi da go cira lan thir nhat. Cé gai nay mang theo do cam tay gom vii
giwong, khan tam... trude day cé nay da dwoc thué dé don dep chudn bi cdc phong tro bo
trong.

Téi tirc khdc roi xe, dén gan phong muoi ba va gé canh cira khép ho. Co gai dap lai tiéng
g6 nay, téi lién san vao va bao la can noi chuyén voi c6 gdi viea moi don phong s6 muoi. Vi
da tréng thdy cé ta xudt hién & phong $6 muwoi nén téi biét ¢é ta la nguwoi minh can gap.

C6 ta co vé hoi hoang va to y muon biét viéc cua téi. Téi gid vo' lam nhdn vién canh sat va
chang chiu xung danh vi, yéu cau CO ta ta tinh hinh tai phong $6 muoi, bao nhiéu ngu’m o
trong can phong dy, ¢é gi cho thay rang nhirng nguoi nay da su dung thudc uong hay cé tham
gia vao chuyén chuyén cho thuéc hay khong. Co gai ldy lam khodi lién ke chuyén voi toi mot
hoi kha lau. Trong khi noi chuyén, t6i nam dwgc tinh hinh o phong s6 mueoi ba. Cin phong
nay bi bé khéng téi hém qua. Nho Gm tham diéu tra téi biét phong nay di c6 nguoi thué tir
dém truwde va tién tra da dwoc chuyén bang dién tin. C6 gdi khéng biét tén ciia nguwoi thué
phong.

Sau khi lwu y ¢6 gdi can théan tuyét doi khéng dwoc néi véi ai vé chuyén téi dén tham, di
dé la nguoi chi, cac nhan vién dong nghiép phuc vu tai dé hay bdt cir khach tro nao & trong
khu vuece, toi quay tro lai xe va theo doi can phong muoi ba mat 10l sau gw’ chiéu ngay hém dy.
Toi khong dwoc dan phai lam gi trong truong hop phong trong khdch, vi éng Davenport c6 vé
tin chdc la cin phong dy sé c6 ngwoi dén & vao chiéu téi ngay muwoi hai. Téi dwoce can dan la
phdi xem ai dén tham khdch tro vao sang sém ngay muwoi ba nén dé cho an toan, téi di quyét
dinh thi hanh nhi¢m vy vao liuc mot gio sang. Trong thoi gian dy téi yén chi la da khéng cé ai
dang ky dén & phong tro nay. Téi dd mang theo san banh xam-uych va binh dung ca phé dé



khoi gian doan cong viéc kiém sodt vi phai an uong. Nho cé tram phuc vu ¢ vi tri thudn loi téi
da co thé tiép tuc cong tdc kzem sodt gan nhu khong loi la phong tro nay. Trong nhiing phut
ngdn ngui loi kiém tra, téi van yén tam khéng c6 ai vao quan tro dy.

Khoang sau gio chiéu ngay mwoi ba, trong lic nghe dai loan tin, t6i moi hay la Ed
Davenport da chét ngay hém truée va ba vo géa éng dy dang bi tinh nghi cé dinh liu vao vu
an mang va Perry Mason la trang sw cho ba ta.

Trong tinh hinh nhw thé, vi phong tro nay khong co khach, toi quyét dinh thir cach khdc
xem sao. T6i dén sé dién bdo va ‘nang ndc bao rang mgt dién tin do 161 gui dén Bdi xe Ghénh
Thdi Binh Duwong cé giti theo tién dé yéu cau danh mdt phong tro da khéng dwoc chuyén dén
noi yéu cau. Cé nhédn vién phu trdach tra lai hé so, héi téi cé phdi la Stanton khéng, t6i tra 1oi
Stanton chinh la téi. Cé nhan vién nay lién mang lai mot ban dién tin, chi cho téi thdy sé tién
chuyen do Frank L. Stanton o Fresno gui da duoc giao dén noi nhdn. Téi xin 16i va bo di.

Néu téi co thé givip dwoc gi khdac hon t6i xin san sang phuc vu. T6i hoan toan tin chdc rang
can phong sé muwoi ba khong cé ai den tro trong dém ngdy muwoi hai va mwoi ba. Tin do hoi
dirgc & ¢6 boi phong kia cho thdy néu cé ai da dén ¢ tai can phong ay trong thoi gian trudc
dém hom ngay muwoi hai, hay trén thuc té vao bat cur lic nao sau bon gio chiéu, thi cdc do
phuc vu can thiét nhw do givong nam, khan tam... tdt phdi cho cho téi khi cdc ¢é boi phong
dén triee vao lic tam gio ba mwoi sang ngay hém sau.

So tham tw Beckemeyer.

Truong so

Jason L. Beckemeyer.

Della Street ndi, “Thé nay la phi hop véi tin tirc do Paul Drake cung cap roi.’

Mason gat dau va néi, “Tai sao Ed Davenport lai qua nén nong mudn tim cho ra ai la nguoi dén tro
tai can phong d6, va tai sao Ong ta lai chuyén tién bang dién tin dé yéu cau gitt phong rdi lai thué mot
tham tir dé canh chirng ai tro & chd ay?”

Della Street ndi, “Chic ong ta mudn giing by mot nguoi ndo d6. Hay 14 ong ta nghi ai ddy khong
trung thanh v&1 minh chang,”

“Nhung 1a a1 m61 duge chir?”

“Co 1€ lai thém mdt cong tic maG1 va phai nho té1 Paul Drake.”

“Chac chan 13 phai vay.”

Nguoi thu ky noi, “Cai ong Beckemeyer ndy c6 vé sot sang mudn hop tac véi ta.”

Mason dong ¥, “Quaula sot sang

“Ma lai qua voi can tién nita.’

“Y lam nhu déi t01 not. Della, co can phai lam viéc ndy: giri cho y mdt ngan phiéu. Lam vay chic
s& budc y dimg hin vé phia ta.”

“T6i ¢6 nén nodi gi vé chuyén y cd y tinh nguyén phuc vu khong nhi?”

“B4o cho y rd 1a chiing ta ¢6 thé can dén... sauniy.”

“Ong c6 can thu ky khong?”

“Khoi, ¢6 ky di. Vo nhu ¢6 sip giri tién cung tng theo chirc ning riéng. Co6 ky ngan phiéu ¢ truong
muc dac biét nhé.”

Della Street gat dau.

“Trong phong thu c6 con gi quan trong khong? C6 gi khong day?”

“Chang c6 gi quan trong ca.”

Mason noi, “Dién thoai cho Paul Drake, moi anh ta néu duoc thi dén ngay.”



Mason chidm chu doc 14 thu cho t&i khi o tiéng gd ctra bing 4m hiéu riéng ctia Paul Drake.

Della Street mé ctra don nha tham tr vao, “Mo1 xem cai nay, Paul.” Mason n6i doan trao cho vién
tham tir to bao céo cua s Tham tr Beckemeyer.

Xem xong, Paul Drake cau may va suy nghi that lung.

“Sao?” Mason hoi.

“Perry a, 6ng c6 thé nhd dén t6i.”

Mason noi, “Diéu rat hé trong 14 phai tim xem Ed Davenport c¢6 phai thuc su 1a ngudi giri tién
bang dién tin dén Bai xe Ghénh Thai Binh Duong hay khong. Liéu anh tim hiéu duoc chang. Paul?”

“Trong hién tinh thi viéc ndy hoi kho ddy. Co thé 1a doi chut kho khin vé thu tuc. Ctr xét t6i thuc té
1a nha duwong cuc & Fresno dd quyét két toi gdy 4n mang cho Myrna thi ho s& khong nuwong tay ddi véi
bat cr ai di san lung tin c6 lién quan t&i dng Davenport. Anh c6 tin chic chan 14 Frank L. Stanton va
Ed Davenport chi 1a mét, khong ai khac.”

Mason dap, “T6i khong hoan toan tin chiac, nhung vé phuwong dién tinh than t6i lai tin chic. Nhan
dang dugc md ta phu hop va sé xe dang ky ciing phi hop, nhung ching ta nén 1dy hd so ding ky va
nho chuyén vién xac dinh nét chir.”

“Anh co ghé tai quan tro ¢ Fresno?”

“Pung thé. Stanton ding ky vao dau hom. Ong ta mang theo hai va-li that ning. C6 1& d6 1a nhiing
va-li dyng quang mo va ong ta dang ban lo viéc thwong lugng khai thac mo cling nén. Ong ta cur lo gir
khu khu hai cai va-li 4y. Ong ta mang tat ca ching Vao quéan tro cung mot luot. Ong con mua mot cai
thi du lich mé1 toanh va mo tii ra ¢ trong quan tro ay.”

“Thé con hai chiéc va-1i kia?”

Mason néi, “Chiing nam trong xe hay trong quan tro & Crampton, cac nha dwong cuc ching nghe
noi té1.”

“Anh c6 nghi 1a c6 nguoi da mang chiing di dau khong?”

“T6i khong 5. Co bang ching 1a Davenport say khudt doc dudng phai dugc mang vé khi ¢ tai
Fresno. Néu chuyén niy ma c6 that thi ai lam cong viéc 4y chic 1a ngudi da 1ay hai cai va-li roi. Chic
1a chiing phai dung nhiéu miu quing quy gia ¢ trong.”

“Quy gia nhu thé nio?”

“P6 1a diém quan trong. Ngay ca quing quy cung chang ai phai mat cong dén nhur thé.”

“Trir phi d6 13 cong viéc nhdm phé trrong mé quing.”

Mason néi, “Cé thé. Tin cho anh rd nhé, bién 1y & Fresno 1a mot tay quyét dau bang ca hai tay day
nhé, khong dé thing dau.”

“Theo t01, Ong ay 1a mot tay ban thang. Toi khong nghi rang 6ng co v muon budc td1i Myrna
Davenport néu ong ta khong c6 ¥ nghi cho ba nay c6 t0i. Viéc xét xir so bd duoc 4n dinh vao ngiy
mai.”

Drake hoi, “Anh ¢ nghi 1a 6ng nay rong tay khong?”

Mason dap, “Ong ay s& chi rong tay vira du dé tréi ba nay lai vé phia minh. Ong éy hién dang dé)ng
tinh vo1 bién ly dia phurong nay, to1 nghi 1a ho s& 1am cho ba Davenport bi két to1 giét chdng & trén Ay.
Khi ban an ay ket thuc thi ho lai dua ba xudng ddy va tim cach két an tir hinh vé toi muru sat Hortense
Paxton. Chuyén 4y ciing dé thoi, nhat 1a khi ho c6 thé 1am thién ha tin bat ctr viéc gi, tir chuyén giét
nguoi trd 1€n, tai toa an & Fresno.”

Paul Drake hoi, “Ong c6 y n6i ho dua ra ca hai vu?”

Mason dap, “Ho c6 thé gip d6i chat kho khin khi 1ién két hai vu an lai dau 1a theo cac diéu luat
rong ri hién nay cho phép dé trinh bay mot muu dd chung. Bién 1y toa ¢ Fresno c6 thé kéo vao vu dau
doc Hortense Paxton voi c6 1a dé phoi bay dong co dan dén cai chét cua Ed Davenport. Nha duong



cuc & Los Angeles s& c6 thira thoi gian 161 vao vu giét Davenport dé 1am nhu d6 1a mot phan trong vu
an muu sat Paxton. C6 18 vi thé ma ho quyét dinh xtr ba ta trudc tién 1a tai Fresno vé tdi muu sat
chong. Nhung ho ¢t dé mic cho ba ndy tin twong & hai vu an va téi lac ba ra hau toa vé vu thr hai thi
ho ¢6 thé budc toi béng cach cho théy ba da bi budc tdi trang va dé cho hoi déng thim phan biét ro vé
toi trang 4y.”

“T6i hiéu 6ng roi.” Drake noi.

“Vi vay, ching ta can phai nam virng thuc t&, d6 1a diéu cuc ky quan trong, va néu cé thé duoc,
phai nim Vung trude ai het

Drake noi, “Cai d6 gan nhu 13 mot ménh 1énh. Cac nha dwong cuc ¢ trén dy c6 sin duong day theo
doi ¢ bén trong. Ho c6 du nhan luc. Ho ¢cé quyén. Ho ndm duoc day troi.”

Mason n6i, “T6i biét, nhung c6 1& ho khong biét chd hé trong 1a nam hét cac ngudn tin vé Stanton,
r6i sau d6 1a hdi céc tin tirc nay lai thé nao cho that nhanh. Day 1a mot s6 chi tiét duoc coi nhu 6n dinh
chic chan. Ed Davenport lic ay dang tién hanh mot cong viée gi do, mot cong viee rat hé trong. Nguoi
vo c6 18 chang hay biét gi ca vé viéc ndy. Con day 1a tit ca sy thit vé vu dién ra tai San Barnardine.
Trong luc t61 va Della dang ¢ tai Paradise vao ngay muoi hai thi dién thoai reo. Dién goi tir
Bakersfield theo tram tra tién tai chd. Della Street tra 10i may C6 giong dan 6ng & dau day, noi that
nhanh: 'Béi xe Ghénh Thai Binh Duong tai San Barnardine', rdi gac may.”

Drake hoi, “Chuyén trao ddi chi co thé?”

“Chi bay nhiéu.”

Drake noi, “Vay 1a chuyén nay khép v6i ¥ cho rang quan tro kia chic da duoc dung vao mot viée
gi kha quan trong. Tai sao Davenport da tra tién thué phong d6 r6i lai cho ngudi canh k§? Nhat 1a
chinh y di c6 y dich than dén ¢ kia ma.

"Ngudi vo cua y thi hoan toan tin 13 chinh y khong ¢6 v dinh dén ¢, y sap roi Fresno va c6 ¥ dinh
14i xe vé nha luon."

Drake noi tiép, “Anh khong thé nao dua vao nhitng diéu do ba vo ndi. Ba ta 1a bj cao co ma. Va co
1€ ba ta ¢ t01 cling nén.”

Mason ndi, “Vé cu dién thoai goi téi Paradise, c6 mot diéu rat co ¥ nghia. Luc Ay t6i dang nghi t&i
diéu d6. Toi biét c6 chuyén gi la nhung phai sau ndy t6i méi ndm dugc ¥ nghia ctia nd.”

“Thé nao?”

“Cai ga ¢ Bakersfield goi t&1 lai khong hoi c6 phai minh dang no1 chuyén vé1 Mabel Norge khong.
Khi Della Street vira noi “A16” thi ga da dua tin ngay.

"Néu Ed Davenport goi thi ong ta at biét Della Street khong phai la Mabel Norge. Ong 4 ay tat da
nhén ra giong noi khac hodc noi chuyén lau hon mot chut dé xem co dung ngudi hay khéng. Dén bay
gior chiing ta méi o 14 khi ¢6 cu dién thoai ay thi 6ng ta da chét roi."

Mason néi tiép, “Hon nita, gia nhu ai ¢6 muén nhan dén mot tin gi theo 101 dén thi anh ta d3 bao ga
nay 4t phai than trong do xét cho chic minh dang néi chuyén voi ai.”

“Nhung y khong 1am nhu thé?”” Drake hoi.

“Pung vay, 6ng ta da khong 1am nhu thé.”

“Tai sao?”

Mason dap, “Chi c6 mot giai phap duy nhat: Con ngu’ol niy khong biét gi vé muu tinh ciia chiing
t6i & Paradise. Ga khong biét Mabel Norge. Giong noi ctia ¢o niy ra sa0 d6i v4i ga chang c6 nghia gi
cé, lai lich ctia ¢6 ndy ra sao dbi v6i ga cling khong quan trong. Ga chi can nhic may goi, nhan lai mot
cAu ngan roi gac may le.”

Drake suy nghi mdt ltc, roi chim rai gt dau. Mason noi, “Con diéu ndy nita. Ching ta s& theo sat
k¥ ba Sara Ansel.”



Drake dong ¥, “Anh noi di.”

"‘Héy nhd 12 su viéc da rd rang ba Ansel nhan dugc mdt sb loi 16¢ dang ké qua vu Hortense Paxton
chét di.”

Drake n6i, "Hoi gian tiép 1a nhu thé thoi. Ba Ay khong thé nao biét chiac William Delano ¢6 ¥ dinh
thay d6i di chiic va bdt ctia ba ta trong do."

"Theo tin tirc ching ta nim dugc hién nay thi ba 4y khong thé biét chic dugc, nhung khi c6 thém
nhiéu tin ttrc khac thi chiing ta c6 thé thdy dao d6 ba ta da c6 1y do dé biét chuyén tat s& Xéy ra."

“Néu ba ta biét ong dang diéu tra ba thi thé nao ba cung gay 161 tho1 kho khan cho xem.”

Mason ndi, “Trudc sau gi ba ta ciing s& nhu thé. Hiy nam thém tin tirc di, Paul nhé. Hay bat dau ctr
ngudi cong tac tai Fresno va bat ho 1am viéc lién tuc. Ching t6i s& 1én tda vao sang ngay mai dé du
phién so tham.”

“Ong khong nghi rang tién hanh nhu thé c6 hoi gap gap day cha?”

Mason dap, “Chinh t6i mudn lam vay. Y t6i 12 mu6n néu vai cau hoi dé bién 1y khong tim dugc cau
giai dap co.’

Drake noi, “T61 mong nhirng cau giai dap khong lam cho than chu cua 6ng bi chét dimg.”

Mason noi, “D¢ 1a ly do tai sao to1 can anh phai ban ron va ban ron lién tyc. To6i dau mudn néu
nhirng cau hoi d& dang giai dap dé dan toi tinh trang dy.”



Chuong 11

Thuec té ro rang 1a Talbert Vandling, bién 1y tai quin Fresno, diu c6 pham bat ky sai sot gi trong phién
tda sdp to1, nhung nhit quyét s& khong thé ndo pham cai 15i 1a danh gia thip dbi thu ctia minh 1a Perry
Mason.

Vandling, con nguoi Von tram tinh, thoai mat, lich sy, rat can trong va day canh giac, bat dau dua
VU 4n ra trudc toa voi tat ca sy can than chu dao tuyét voi khién 1an ndy co tinh cach mot phién toa
trudc mot hdi dong tham phan chir khong phai chi 1a mot phién toa vu so thim trude mot vi tham phan
doc nhat. Ong noi, “Nhan chirng dau tién cua t6i 1a George Medfold.”

George Medfold hoa ra 1a mot cha bé chin tudi, mit day tan nhang, trong luéng ca ludng cudng, cip
mit 161, tai vénh, nhung gy dugc cai 4n turong 14 s& noi trung thuc.

Vandling hoi, “Em ¢ dau?”

“0 Crampton.”

“Em & d6 bao 1au r6i?”

“Ba nam.”

“Em dang ¢ v6i bd me?”

“Vang a.”

“B6 tén gi?”

“Martin Medfold.”

“B6 lam nghé gi?”

“Bb em coi mot tram phuc vu.”

“O Crampton?”

“Vang a.”

“Nay em George ndy, toi xin hoi 1a em ¢6 cung di v&i bd vao ngdy muoi ba vira rdi dén mot chd
cach Crampton nam cdy s6 khong?”

“Thua co!”

“Em quen thudc cai chd ay chir?”

“Vang a.”

“N6 nam & dau?”

“Trén mot cai doi & chd gan gidng nhur bui ciy, na nd vay. Ong biét ddy, c6 nhitng cdy sdi con con
song va mot sd bui cay thip. Chau khong rd, chic d6 1a cay ngai dang hay cdy gd dau gi ddy. Thua
ong, do chi 1a mdt bui cay thoi.”

“Trudc day em da ra d6 1an nio chwa?”

“Thua 16i.”

“Em di ra bang gi?”

“Xe dap.”

“C¢ ai cung di vo1 em khong?”

“Coa.”

“A1?”



“Jimmy Exton.”

“Jimmy Exton trac tui em?”

“Lon hon sau thang.”

“Chu 4y di ra d6 bang gi?”

“bP1 xe dap cta no.”

“Nay, thé emra d6 1am gi vay ho George? Em lam gi & ngoai 4y?”

“Q, ra choi thoi ma.”

“Sao em lai ra tan d6 choi?”

“Ay, chd 4y di xe dap rat tot. Gan d6 c6 con 16 it khi c6 6-t6 qua lai. Nguoi lon o day khéng mudn
bon chau di xe ¢ ngoai xa 10, vi s¢ xe v6i lai... Ay bon chéu thudng di ra ngoai ay Trén ngon ddi ¢6
mot ngdi nha ct, nguodi 6 day da di noi khac, hodc sao d6, ma cin nha thi da b1 d6 nat véi lai... O,
ching chiu van thuong di ra d6 tim bat trimg chim, choi gidn va néi chuyén gau.”

“Cac chau ra choi ngoai d6 bao 1au ro6i?”

“Q, khoang ching sau, bay, tam thang gi d6.”

“Thé chau co thdy mot cai hd da duoc dao san & d6 khong?”

“Thua c0.”

“Chau thay cai hd luc nao?”

“Ay, 1an dau chau thay 13 vao thir Sau.”

“C6 phai 1a thr Sau tudn trude, ngdy mong chin?” Vandling hoi.

“Thuwa phai, chau chic thé. Ngay mong chin. Phai day.”

“Thé chéu ra d6 khoang ndo trong ngiy hom y?”

“Pau khoang chiéu, chirng ba hay bon gid gi diy.”

“Chau thiy gi?”

“Bon chau thdy cai h6 d6.”

“Chéu c6 thé ta cai hd iy duoc khong?”

“Cai ho 16n 1am.”

“Lén ¢& nao, chau? Quan trong ddy nha. Chau c6 thé dua tay cho thdy cd chirng nao khong?”

Thing bé dang hai tay ra. Vandling noi, “Vay la rong khoang mot met rudi. Thé dai ching nao?”

“Dai du mot ngud1 nam xudng dudi do ma van con du.”

“Chau dinh n6i nam dang thang nguoi ra phai khong?”

“Vang a.”

“Sau chirng nao?”

George dung 1én va dua ban tay 1én gin ngang v6i bung minh, “Sau t§i ngang chd nay nay.”

“Chau c6 ra ngoai dy vao ngay thir Nam, tirc ngdy mong tam khong?”

“Khong a.”

“Thé chéu co ra ddy vao ngay thir Tu, tirc ngdy mong bay?”

“Coa.”

“Lic 4y da c6 cai hd chwa?”

“Chuaa.”

“O chd cai hd co gi?”

“Chi thay toan dat khong.”

“Thé luc chéu ra ddy, vao ngay thir Sau, ltc bon gio, da thay cai hb ¢ d6 roi?”

“Vang a.”

“H6 ay di duoc dao xong?”

“Vang a.”



“Cai ho trong ra sao?”

“Cai hd d6 trong that khéo.”

“Chau bao sao?”

“Ay, hé da duoc dao sin bang thuong nén no thang siu xuéng. Bén bén déu thang ding, cac goc hd
ngay ngan rd rang. Trong khéo lam.”

“George nay, dat 1dy dudi hd d6 duoc dung lam gi vay?”

“Pat dao & dudi hd 1én duoc dé chit ddng trén khip moi phia.”

“Phia nao?”

“C4 hai phia.”

“Chau dinh n6i khong phai ¢ dau va cudi hd ma hai bén mat hd théi chir gi?”

“Vang a.”

“Thé day hé ra sao?”

“Trong dep va phang. Cai hé trong ngon lanh lam

“Vay ra cai hd ndy c6 ¢ d¢6 hom thir Sau, ngdy mong chin, vao budi chiéu.”

“Vang.”

“Chua thdy c6 cai hd & d6 vao ngay ther Tu?”

“Pung thé a.”

“Ngay thir Bay chau cling ra ngoai d6 chi?”

“Vang.”

“Cac chaulam gi?”

“Chung chau choi ¢ dudi cai hd ay.”

“Lam sao cac chau choi ¢ duoi hé duoc?”

“Q, ching chau nhay xudng dudi choi, coi nhu d6 1a cai don, ching chau nam Xuong dé tron va cho
xem chim c6 dén gin hay khong. .. Ay, chiing chau choi théi chir chiang c6 1am gi khac.”

“Ngay Chu nht cac chau co ra day khong?”

“Thua khong,”

“Ngay thtr Hai cac chéu c6 ra day khong?”

“Thua khong.”

“Thé ngay thtr Ba, ttrc ngdy muoi ba, cac chau cé di ra d6 khong?”

“Ngai mubn noi ngay thir Ba tudn vira roi.”

“Phai.”

“Vang, chung chau co6 ra do.”

“Cé chuyén gi la khong?”

“Ay, cai hd bi 1ap dat.”

“Thé luc Ay chéu lam gi?”

“Ay, chau ndi voi bb chau rang...”

“Dung dé y dén chuyén néi voi ai nhitng gi ca, George a. Chau di 1am gi nio?”

“Ay, chiing chau choi.”

“Roi sau d6.”

“Sau d6 chiing chau vé nha.”

“Chau c6 quay tro lai ngay hom do khong?”

“Thua co6.”

“Bao lau sau d6 thi chau quay tré ra lai?”

“Khoang mot gio sau.”

“A1 di cung véi chau?”



“B6 chau va Jimmy.”

“Béb chau 1a Martin Medfold, nguo1 hién dang ¢ mat 6 toa.”

“Vang a.”

Vandling néi, “Pu r6i.”

Mason no1, “Khong co gi dé chat van, it ra 1a vao luc nay. Thua ngai, 61 xin phep phat biéu rang
v6i s6 nhin chimg nay, 0 noi ma viéc lam chimg chua c6 tAm quan trong cu thé, thi toi xin lan sau
duoc moi ho dé chit van néu rd rang viée 1am chu’ng ndy qua ¢ 1ién quan mat thiét toi nhitng van dé
x¢tra la quan trong d6i v6i truong hop cua bi can.”

Vandling ndi, * “Tat ca cac nhan chimg & ddy déu rat quan trong. T61 6 thé bao dam vo1i toa va quy
ong trang su vé diéu nay. To1 cling xin bao dam vdi1 ong trang su rang phia cong t6 cling rat quan tam
nhu bén bién hd cho bi cdo 1a 1am sao nim cho duoc thure. t& cua sy viéc, va ching t61 s& khong phan
ddi viéc luat su cho goi lai bat ¢t nhan chirng nao thay can dé chat van vao bt ctr 1ac ndo, mién 1a
viéc chat van phai li€n quan té1 vu viée.”

Tham phan Siter, chanh 4n diéu khién phién toa noi, “Dong ¥, toa s& quan tim dén viéc nay theo
phép dinh. Bén bién ho co quyén do.”

Vandling néi, “Nhan chimg tiép theo ciia t6i 1a Martin Medfold.”

Martin Medfold xac nhan minh 13 cha ctia chi bé George, vao budi chiéu ngdy mudi ba, cha bé co
tr& vé ké cho 6ng nghe chuyén cai h6 da bi lap, 6ng da quyét dinh sy viéc nay can phai duoc tra xét,
ong da 1ay mot cai thuong va 14i xe ra dén noi, di cliing vdi ong ¢ ciu con trai va Jimmy Exton, ong
thay 16p dat phu trén chd chi dinh c6 hoi x6p va éng di dao xudéng. Xudng sau gan mét mét, ong cham
phai mdt vat hoi mém, dng hat 16p dat & d6 di va phat hién chan ctia mot ngudi dan éng. Lap tirc, ong
ngung dao va voi bo di goi dién thoal cho ong Quan trudng.

Vandling néi, “Xin moi chat van.”

Mason hoi, “Ong quay tré lai hién truong cing véi ngai Quan trudng?”

“Vang.”

“Va dimg tai chd trong luc cai hd duge dao 1én?”

“Vang.”

“Ong ¢6 phuy strc trong viéc dao hd khong?”

“Vang, co.”

“Thay gi?”

“Xac cua mot nguoi dan ong.”

“An mic nhu thé nio?”

“Mic bo d6 ngn.”

“Chi c6 thé thoi.”

“Chi c6 vay thoi.”

Mason néi, “Xin hét.”

Vién Quan trudng tién ra chd dimg, ké lai viéc cung di véi hai vién pho quan dén tai dia diém do
Martin Medfold chi. Tai day ho dao 16p dat rd rang vira mo1 dugc bo xuong hd, co nghia 1a 16p dét Ay
chua ctng. N6 mém, mic dau da duoc gidm chit khip trén mét hd.

Xac cua Edward Davenport da duoc phat hién chon dudi cai hd nay. Xac di duoc 1ay ra va dem
tdi nha xdc. Mot ngdy sau, vién Quan trudng quay trd lai va rat can than dao 16p dat roi dé do kich
thudc ctia cai hd lac chua 1ap. Cai hd & trong 16p dat con cung du dé giir lai cac dau vét dao trudce
kia, théy r0 rang la mot cai hé rong voi kich thc 1a bé mot mét va bé hai mét, da dugc dao rat k¥ ludng
trude do theo hinh chit nhat rat rd.

Tra 101 cau hoi dic biét ctia Vandling, ong ndi rang ong di thir c¢6 tim cho ra cac dau vét chon



ngudi nhung vi cac dau vét cta bon tré va cua ong Martin Medford dé lai luc 6ng nay dao, nén da
khéng tim ra cac diu chan ma theo 6ng nghi rat c6 y nghia.

Vandling néi, “Xin moi chat van.”

Mason noi, “Ctr trong hién tinh, t6i khong c6 gi dé chat van vao lac niy.”

Vandling luu v, “T4t nhién, quy dinh cua to1 vo1i trang su la nham tao diéu kién cho ong dé bao vé
tdt cac quyén loi cua than chu 6ng ta chir khong phai bi dit vao thé bat ngo. D6 chang phai 1a mot 101
moi o tinh cach che gidu dé bo qua tit ca cau chit van cho t6i khi ndo toan bd vu an ching ta dang xét
xtr duoc trinh bay day du réi moi goi lai cac nhin chimg dau.”

Mason no6i, “T6i hiéu. Téi xin bao dam véi ngai bién 1y 1a t6i s& khong loi dung long tot cua ngai
trong vu ndy. Toi chi goi lai cac nhan ching 1a khi c6 mot diém dic biét nao ddy can nam viing.”

Vandling noi, “Céam on. Chi vay thoi, thua ngai Quan trudng.”

Bac sT Milton Hoxie 13 nhan chimg tiép theo.

Ong trinh bay tu cach cua minh 1a mot y si, nha giai phiu va chuyén gia vé chat doc. Ong xac minh
rang ban than da duoc moi dé tién hanh cudc x¢ét nghiém tir thi tai nha xac vao chiéu tbi ngay muoi ba.
Do hoan canh khach quan, 6ng da khong thurc té tién hanh cudc xét nghiém, mii cho t6i gan nura deém,
tire 14 lac 6ng co thé roi bo cong tac kham bénh ctia minh mot thoi gian kha 1au dé co thé tién hanh
cudc xét nghi¢m.

Ong d3 thay xac ctia mot ngudi dan 6ng cao mdt mét bay muoi tu, ning bay muoi ky, tudi khoang
ba muoi 1am bi chirng xo ctirng dong mach, nhung 1o rang 1a bi chét vi dau doc. Gng da tién hanh mot
s6 thir nghiém va da tim thay co chat doc dic biét. Ong di dén két luan rang cai chét xay ra 1a do chat
Xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um. Trong lic xét nghiém, 6ng c6 v kién 1a ngudi dan ong nay c6 18 chét di hai muoi
bbn hay hai muoi séu tiéng dong ho.

Vandling dot ngdt noi, “Xin moi chat van.”

Mason hoi, “Bac si di tién hanh cudc thir nghiém dic biét dé tim chat xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um?”

“Vang. Pau doc bang loai cht nudc xi-a-nit.”

“Thé con nhitng chat doc khac?”

“To1 da thur tim 4c-xé-nit.”

“Bac si ¢ tim thdy chat d6 khong?”

“Khong. Khong ¢6.”

“Béc si tim thiy c6 chut nao khong?”

“Khong du luong dé co ¥ nghia vé mit y khoa.”

“Béc si c6 tim thiy chat doc nao khac khong?”

“T6i khong thiy. Khong co.”

“Cac co quan bén trong co thé c6 duoc 1dy ra khong?”

“Co chur. Vang, ¢6.”

“Bac si xir 1y nhitng co quan nay nhu thé nio?”

“Chung duoc giri t6i mot phong thir nghiém tai Truong Pai hoc California dé tiép tuc xét nghiém.”

“Hién d3 c6 bao co gi cua dai hoc nay giri vé chua?”

“Theo t6i biét thi chua.”

“Vay thi bac si dau co biét réng nan nhan da bi chét 1a do chit doc ma bac si da dé cap t61?”

“Tb6i biét rang t6i da tim thdy di s6 lwong chat doc trong co thé dé gy ra cai chét, vi thé toi cho
rang cai chét nay 1a do chit doc Ay giy ra.”

“Tai sao bac s1 gui cac bo phan trong co thé nan nhan t&i Truong Pai hoc California?”

“T6i can kiém tra lai cho hoan chinh.”

“Boi vi bac sT mudn tim xem thir c6 chit doc nao khac nira phai khong?”



“T6i nghi viéc cho kiém tra dé tim xem c6 chit doc nao khac nita khong 13 mot phuong an tot.”

“Vay 1a bac si da khong thda mén vi cai chét do chat xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um?”

“T6i thoa man chir. Nhung t6i muén xem thir con co cac yéu td ndo khac nita ching... c6 18 co
nhitng ddu hiéu cua céc giot thudc gay hién turong bat tinh, tam goi nhu thé, hay chit bac-bi-tuya-rat
nao khién cho strc dé khang cta nan nhan bi giam sut t&1 muc chat doc c6 thé da duoc dua vao co thé
co tac dung.”

Mason cau miy suy nghi k¥ y kién nay. Chanh an Siler noi, “Ci tiép tuc.”

Mason noi, “Xin phép ngai chanh an. To1 nghi 1a sy kién nay m¢ ra mét linh vyc hoan toan méi mé
¢ day.”

Chanh an Siler noi1, “To61 chua rd.”

Mason néi, “Piéu nay cho thay hién nhién 1a ngay tir dau, van phong Quan truéng di c6 san mot 1y
thuyét ndo day vé cach st dung chét déc va c6 mot cai gi do trong nhirng phat hién cua bac si Hoxie ro
rang khong phu hop voi ly thuyét ay.”

Chanh an Siler noi, “Ay, qua t6i khong nhin ra duoc chd d6. Hay tiép tuc trinh bay két qua kiém tra
ctua ong.”

Mason mim cudi, “Dung nhu vay. Thua béc si, co phai bac si da tim cac bang ching cho thay 1a
c6 chét sdcola trong bao tir ctia nan nhan khong?”

“Pung thé. Toi ¢b gang kiém tra rat ki cac cht nim trong bao tir.”

“Bac si da tim thiy gi?”

“T6i phat hién 1a nan nhan da chét gan mot tiéng dong hd sau khi di dn mot bira tring thit. Toi
khong thay luong socola dang ké nao ca.”

“Thé bac si ¢ xét nghiém xac dé tim chit ruou trong mau khong?”

“T61 da lam nhu vay.”

“Bac i thiy gi?”

“Tbi thdy mot phay nam phan nghin ruou.”

“Xin bac si dién ta chd ndy vé mit y hoc.”

Bac si Hoxie noi, “Theo cac nha thim quyén, v6i luong ruou mdt phan nghin thi con ngudi van
binh thudng theo su quan sat binh thudng. Tuy nhién, nguoi d6 di bat dau cho thiy c6 mot s6 dau hiéu
bang ching bi doc hai vi ruou theo y khoa, ¢ luong rugu hai phan nghin thi con nguoi d6 da bi ngd
doc vi rugu. Ho co tricu chiing cam xtc bat On, cac kha nang kiém ché cua ho bi giam rat nhiéu. Véi
luong ba phﬁn nghin thi c6 su r6i loan rd rét, ctr chi diéu bod lao dao, nan nhan ndi 1¢ nheé. Véi luong
bbn phan nghin thi ¢6 hién tugng do dAn mé man, kha ning phan Gng voi kich thich bén ngoai bi giam
st rd va nan nhan sip bai liét tdi noi.

"TUr nim dén sau phan nghin, nan nhan hoan toan bi hén mé va hé tuan hoan bi hai. Sau khi ¢6
lugng sau phan nghin rugu nam trong mau thi nan nhan c6 nguy co bi chét. C. W. Muchlberger da lap
ra mot biéu do rat hip dan. Mot phin nghm dugc goi la 'kho khan va dang hoang lich sy, hai phan
nghin dugc goi la 'han hoan va yéu quy', ba phan nghin goi la 'chodng vang va ngat ngu', bén phan
nghin 13 'sitng s& va té tai', nim phan nghin 13 "ty lay can khon'

Mason hot, “Thé thi trong xac, bac si da tim thdy mot phay nam phan nghin ruou, bac si co két luan
gi vé hién tuong ngd doc vi rugu?”’

“Nan nhan d3 bat dau bi ngd doc vi ruou. Ong éy budc vao giai doan dugc Muchlberger mo ta 1a
'han hoan va yéu quy'.”

“Chéc ong cam thiy c¢6 tic dung ctia rugu chi?”

“Chic thé.”

“Nan nhan tit biéu 16 mot sb hién tuong cho théy co tac dung nay?”



“P6i v6i ngudi quan sat vo tim thi co thé thiy nhu vay. Con ngudi quan sat gidu kinh nghiém thi
chic chin 1a phai thdy 1o diéu d6.”

Mason n61 mét cach binh than tu nhién, “Thua bac si, to61 cho réng trong IGc bac si quan tam trudc
tién dén viéc xac dinh nguyén nhan cta cai chét khi xét nghiém x4ac, bac si da tién hanh mot sb budc dé
nhan dang duoc cai xac chur?”

“Pung thé. Toi ¢ thé nodi rang to1 da co mat luc tién hanh cac budc nhin dang.”

“Trong tri bac si khong thac mac gi vé viéc cai xac d6 1a ciia Edward Davenport chir?”

“Khong thic méc gi ca.’

“Cho phép t6i hoi mdt cau hdi c6 tinh cach gia thuyét, bac si nhé. Gia du rang nan nhan d bi dau
doc bang xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um dudi dang mot vién keo cu thé nhu loai keo di tim thay trong hop dé
13n voi d6 dac cua 6ng Davenport tai quan tro & Crampton, thi cai chét ciia ong ta dién ra gan nhu
ngay tirc khic, phai khéng a?”

“Tat nhién 14 rat nhanh.”

“Noi cach khac, trong mdi vién keo co dit lugng xi-a-nit dé giy ra cai chét gan nhu lién tic thoi
phai khong?”

“f)ng Mason a, khong phai 1a trong mdi vién keo déu c6 ca dau. Mot sd keo co chira dc-xé-nic
va...”

“Tb6i khong c6 ¥ dinh ndi bay ong, thua bac si. Téi dang nghi dén cac vién keo ¢ chira chat xi-a-
nit.”

“Piéu d6 la dung. Vang, dung, thua ong.”
“Cac triéu ching va hién tuong hon mé phat trién dién ra rat nhanh sau khi co thé thu nhan nhitng
luong xi-a-nit nhu bac si d3 tim thiy trong cac vién keo ¢6 chira xi-a-nit, c6 phai khong a?”

“Vang, dung thé.”

“Thua bac si, vay thi néu nhu nan nhan da bi chét vi an phai mot vién keo bi bo thude doc, lidu bac
sT da phat hién ra chut it soc6la nao trong bao tu cua 6ng ta chang?”

Béc si Hoxie noi, “Ay, tat nhién c6 mot tinh hudng rat ddi la lung day. T61 cho la nhu thé.”

“Thé bac si c6 tim thay cac bang ching nao 1a c¢6 chat sécola nhur thé khong?”

“Khong.”

“Béc s at da tin 13 sé tim théy mot it chit socbla néu nan nhan di dn mét vién keo cé chat doc
ch?”

“That tinh 1a t61, t61 da c6 y tin 1a minh 4t s& tim ra mot mui vi la... trir phi nan nhan c6 1€ da cin
sdu vao miéng keo c6 thé 1am cho 6ng ta chét, nhung 6ng dd nha no ra, tuy vay ong ciing da nudt vao
dua chit nude c6 chat doc o trong vién keo d6 nén 6ng ta chét. Toi cho rang sy viéc da dién ra nhu vay,
nhung khong thé tim thay bang chimg trong co thé cua nan nhan dé gitp t6i xac minh diéu d6 qua thuc
da xay ra. T61 khong hiéu 1am sao ma 6ng ay lai nudt phai chit doc nhu t6i da tim thiy trong bao tir,
trir phi Ong Ay d an it ra 13 tron mot vién keo.”

“Vay thi bac si thue sy khong biét nan nhan bang cach nao da an phai chat doc khién 6ng ta phai
chét?”

“Vang, dung thé.”

“Ong 4y chét bao 14u 16i?”

“Tb6i khong thé xac dinh. Toi cho 1 dau khoang tir hai muoi bon dén ba muoi sau tiéng dong hd.”

“Thua bac si, thé con tinh trang goi 1a chét cirng do?”

“Lic t6i tién hanh cudc kham nghiém thi hién tugng chét cing do da thay ro o hai bap vé va dui
cua nan nhan, nhung ¢ va vai thi van con mém.”

“Thé con tinh trang chét tim bam thi sao?”



“Hién trong ndy da lan nhiéu chd trén co thé, cho thy sau khi chét, vi tri ctia xac chét van khong bi
thay d6i, co nghia 13 trong vong mot thoi gian ngan sau khi chét.”

“Theo chd t6i hiéu, thi hién tuong chét cing do dién ra trude tién 0 mit va ham, sau do dan dan
lan xuéng duédi.”

“Puing nhu thé.”

“Va no bién mét khoi co thé ciing cling mdt cach?”

“Vang, dung.”

“Hién tuong chét ctrng do bao 1au méi phat trién?””

“Cai d6 con tiry. Nhung binh thuong thi tir tim dén muoi hai tiéng dong hd.”

“Thé trong truong hop ndy hién tuong chét cimg do khong chi phét trién ma con lan khip than
minh, roi n bién mat dan? C6 ding vay khong?”

“BPiéu d6 rat dung.”

“Theo céac vi ¢6 thAm quyén, toi tin rang hién twong chét cing do dién ra khip toan than nan nhin
coi nhu da xay ra chimg mudi tim tiéng dong ho.”

“Con tuy.”

Mason hoi, “Béc si c6 thuong doc cac bai cua bac si Le Moyne Snyder khong a?”

“Vang, co.”

“Tbi tin rang trong quyén sach Diéu tra vé viéc giét nguoi, bac si Le Moyne Snyder nghién ciru
mot truong hop gia thuyét nhu bac st dd mo ta & ddy, lac ma hién twong chét cing do van con dién ra
rd rang & bap vé va hai chan, va néu xac dinh tinh huéng nhu thé, s& thiy rang cai chét dd xay ra trudc
d6 tir hai muoi chin dén ba muoi tu gio.”

“T61 hoan toan quen voi cach udc dinh thoi gian cua 6ng ay trong trudng hop nhu vay.”

“Nhung bac si lai cho rang nhu thé 12 rat dung.”

“T61 mudn néi 1a n6 co thé dung 1am, qua nhur thé.”

“Bac si dang nhic dén tinh trang ctia cai xac vao lac tién hanh cudc xét nghiém?”

“Dunga.”

“T6i nhd rang bac si co néi 1a cude gido nghiém duge tién hanh vao khoang nira dém?”

“Vang.”

“Va bac si dé cap t6i tinh trang ctia cai xac vao lic bac si trong thiy n6?”

“Vang, dang.”

“Vay thi, mot cach dai thé, nan nhan chac chan da chét vao luc tir hai gio chidu cho dén bay gid toi
ngay hom trudc, tie 1a vao thr Hai, ngay muoi hai. Piéu d6 dung khong a?”

“Ay, n6i thé cting dung néu 6ng c6 y dinh dung thoi gian biéu nhu vay, nhung hién tuong chét cting
v0 cung blen d6i. N6 tuy thudc vao nhiét do, vao mot sd diéu kién. To1 da ting thay hién tuong nay
phat trlen gan nhu ngay tirc khic, khi cai chét xay ra sau mot hdi ving vay trong nhitng diéu kién nhiét
do...

“Co bang ching gi cho thiy nan nhan da ving vay trong trudng hop nay ching?”

“Khong, khong c6.”

“Bac si khong dé tam xac dinh thoi gian cu thé dya vao hién twong xac cimg do phat trién nhu thé
nao sao?”’

“Khong han nhur thé.”

“Nhung bac si qua c6 biét rang, mot ngudi cd tham quyén chuyén mon nhu bac si Le Moyne
Snyder d tirng phat biéu 1a trong trudng hop binh thudng thi su phat trién ciia hién twong xac bi ciing
do, nhu bac si da nhan thiy & cai xac luc Ay, tit da cho thay 1a cai chét di xay ra gitta quing thoi gian
tir hai dén bay gio ngay hém trudc co ma?”



“Vang, ding thé. T6i doan 1a nhu vay d6.”

“Khong phai diéu bac si doan, ma 1a diéu ma bac si biét rd co?”

“Vang, diéu d6 1a ding.”

“Bac si co cho day la hién tuong phat trién ching?”

“That tinh ma ndi, toi cho nhu thé.”

“Tai1 sao vay, bac si?”

“Boi thuc té 13 c¢6 bac si dd xac nhan thoi gian xdy ra vu chét ngudi & gitta khoang hai va bay gio
chiéu ngay hom trude, con thoi gian xac bi cing lai thi chang thé thu hep cho rd rang chinh xac. Bac si
Le Moyne Snyder va cac nha chirc trach khac chi dé cép dén nhiing trudng hop chung chung thoi. Ho
khong thé 1ap cac quy luat dé xac minh cu thé nao. Ho chi nodi theo céc truong hop chung trong khi do
chang co gi dé dang gat ra, to1 cO thé noi 1a chang c6 gi dé dang bién doi theo cac diéu kién luc ay,
cho bang su phat trién ctia hién twong xac bi cing do.”

“Bac si c6 ndm virng cac triéu ching dau ddc bang chat dc-xé-nit khong?”

“Co.”

“Céc triéu ching 4y ra sao?”

“Khai quét thi miéng va c6 cua nan nhan bi chdy phong. Bung duéi bi co thit kém theo non mira.
Thuong xay ra hién tuong tiéu chay. Mot sd truong hop céc triéu ching dién ra hoi chdm, nhung ctr
theo luat chung, thi khi nan nhan da trung phai chat doc, cac triéu churng luc dau phat trién rat nhanh.”

Mason néi, “Xin cam on bac si. Cac ciu hoi thé 1a xong.”

Vandling n61, “Mo1 Harold Citus ra trude toa.”

Citus tién ra trudc, tuyén thé va xac nhan rang minh 1a phé quan, ning luc chuyén mon 1a nghién
ctru ddu vén tay, ong dd co mat luc phat hién xac cua Edward Davenport dudi huyét cach Crampton
chirng nam cay so, da lay déu van tay cua nguoi chét, so sanh ddu mot ngon tay cai cua nguoi chét vai
dau ngon tay cai trén bang 14i cap cho Edward Davenport, va thiy hai ddu giéng nhau.

Vandling hoi, “Trudc ddy ong da tién hanh diéu tra tai mot bai xe & Crampton. Viée 4y co lién quan
to1 vu nay khong?”

“T6i c6 1am cong tac dy. Vang, c6 lién quan.”

“Cudc diéu tra tién hanh vao luc nao?”

“Khoang ba gio rudi chiéu ngdy muoi hai.”

“Ttec 1a thir Hai trong tuin?”

“Vang.”

“Ong d3 phat hién nhirng gi?”

“To1 da phat hién mét can phong bi khoa, bén trong dugc biét 1a c6 mot cai xac chet ctra phong
mo ra thi chang thay cai xac ndo & trong ca. Khong c6 ai ¢ trong phong. Co mot cura s6 dé mo va mot
tAm man che ctra dugc kéo ra. Trong phong c6 quan 4o ctua dan 6ng. C6 mot cai Xac tay, mot hop keo.
C6 mot cai ti con dung cac gidy to tiy thin, cho thiy cin phong nay da dugc thué do mdt ngudi mang
tén la Edward Davenport.”

“Vao ltc doé 6ng co gap bi can day, tirc ba Myrna Davenport khong?”

“Thua c06.”

“Bi can c6 noi v6i ong vé lai lich ctia ngudi dan 6ng di ¢ trong cin phong ay khong?”

“Thua c6.”

“Ba ta bao ngudi dan 6ng do 1a ai Véy?”

“Edward Davenport, chong ba ta.”

“Ba a ay noi gi vé tinh trang strc khoe ctia ong ay?”

“N6i rang ltc ba ta ciing ngudi dong hanh 1 ba Ansel nao ddy dén noi thi 6ng ay dang hap hdi.”



“Ba 4y c6 cho biét 1a ba va ba Ansel c6 dugc phép vao cin phong d6 khong?”

“Co. Ba 4y bao rang ca hai di vao phong, sau dy ba ta rat lui, lién mot lic sau thi chong ba bi
nguy kich hon, 6ng ta thd rat yéu, chi con thoi thdp, bac s dugc goi dén, ong ndy tuyén bd rang bénh
tinh cua bénh nhan rat nguy. Bac si ¢ canh bénh nhan lac 6ng nay chét. Roi thi 6ng bac si khoa cira
phong lai sau khi tuyén b rang trudng hop chét ciia bénh nhan rat ddi ky di khién khong thé ky gidy
khai tir duoc.”

“Ba 4y c6 ndi gi khac nira khong?”

“Ba 4y phat biéu mot s6 cau cho biét 1a hanh vi thai d6 cua ong bac si khién ba ta nghi rang 6ng
nay dang c6 ¥ két toi minh da giét chong va ba rat tirc gian vé chuyén y.”

“Thé 1ap truong cta Ong lic bay gid ra sao?”

Citus cuoi va noi, “Chung t6i duoc biét Edward Davenport 1a mdt tay nghién ruou. Chung t61 di
vong khu vuc chung quanh va tim dugc mdt nhan chirng, nguoi nay da trong thay mot nguoi mac bo d6
ngl c6 mau hinh d3 ta, tréo ra cira s6 phong tro 4y, chiing tdi tin rang nguoi nay da ndc rugu va di bo
di trong ltc say bi ti.”

“Thé rdi cac Ong lam gi?”

“Ay, theo 10i yeu cau khan thiét cta bac si Renaule, chiing t6i gitr lai chia khda phong nay trong lc
tiép tuc diéu tra.”

“Thé cac ong c6 han ché viéc di lai ctia bi can hodc nguoi ban cta bi can 1a ba Ansel khong?”

“Hoan toan khong.”

“Thé ho 1am gi?”

“Ho duogc yéu cau ¢ trong mot phong tro khac.”

“Céc ong khong dua cho ba ta chiéc chia khoa?”

“Khong.”

“Cac ong gitr chia khoa?”

“Thua vang.”

“Cac 6ng hanh dong gi dé kiém soat bi can khong?”

“Lic 4y thi khong, vé sau méi lam thé.”

“Su vigc ra sao?” ‘

“Ay, ba dy bao chang t6i 12 c¢6 ¥ dinh ¢ lai dém tai quéan tro, nhung... O, t6i khong rd 1am, dau
khoang bay gio' thi ngudi chi quan dién thoai bao cho ching t6i hay ba dy va ba Ansel di bo di.
Chung t61 theo do1 ho dén tin Fresno va dugc biét ho da dung may bay di San Francisco.”

“Cac ong da lam gi?”

“Chung t6i dién thoai dén San Francisco dé tim ho khi may bay dép xudng va bam sat ho.”

“Chi ching y thoi.”

“Ay, di nhién hién gio t6i chi dugc biét qua cac bao céo.”

“T6i hiéu. Toi khong c6 ¥ hoi 6ng 13 ai dd 1am nhitng cong viée ay dau. Sau d6 cac ong trong thiy
bi can vao lac nao?”

“Vao ngay muoi bbn.”

“Lac may gio?”

“Lic bbn gid rudi chiéu.”

“Ong thay ba ta & dau?”

“Trong van phong cua 6ng.”

“Ong c6 n6i chuyén véi ba ay?”

“Co.”

“Pai khai luc éy bi can noi gi vé hop keo da dugc dua ra?”



“Ba 4y no6i 1a dd mua hop keo va da bo no vao trong cai xac du lich cta chong, ong nay lac nao
cing mang theo mot hop keo, ong von nghién ruou va udng déu déu. Co nhirng luc ong ay qua them
rugu va lac do thi o thé an keo, va nhd ctr dn keo nhu say ruou d6 ma ¢ thé kiém ché con ghién.”

“Ba 4y xac nhan véi 6ng 1a dd mua hop keo ay?”

“Vang.”

“Ong c6 hoi ba 4y c6 md goi keo hay s& dén nhitng miéng sdcola khong?”

“Ba éy bao vai to1 1a chi mua hop keo sdcdla va da bo hop keo vao tii xac du lich cua chéng, cu
dé nguyén thé khong mé, con nguyén nhu lac 1y ¢ cura hang vé. Ba dy cc’) thao to gidy boc ngoai vi da
mua hai hop cung luc, nhung khong he dung t6i 16p gidy bong boc ngoai.”

“Ong c6 klem tra hop keo socola dy khong?”

“Thua co6.”

“V&i muc dich tim dau tay?”

“Vang.”

“Ong c6 phat hién gi khong?”

“Tbi thiy c6 hai miéng sdcola co ddu ngdn cai va ngdn trd cua tay phai.”

“Ong c6 chyp anh cac diu tay ay chi?”

“Thua co6.”

“Ong c6 mang theo cac tim anh d6 khong?”

“«CH.”

“Yéu cau Ong dua chung cho trang su ctia bi can xem, sau ddy t6i s& yéu cau dung chiing 1am bang
chirng.”

“Khong phan di.” Mason noi, va voi va kiém tra cac tam anh.

“Sau day, ong c6 mit luc nhitng miéng keo c¢6 mang diu tay chim ndy dugc dua di thir nghiém dé
tim xem c6 chit doc khong?”

“Thua co6.”

“Thé 6ng c6 tim cach xac dinh nhiing nﬁéng keo socola ddc biét nay khong?”

“Thua c6. Chung 01 ¢6 dan mot manh gidy nho ¢ dudi mat cuia cac miéng sdcdla, mot miéng ching
to1 danh s6 mot, miéng kia danh s hai. Toi ghi nhitng chit ddu cta tén minh bang myuc trén manh gidy
do.

“Hai miéng socola éy da dugc xét nghiém tim chat doc déu co sy hién dién cua ong chu?”

“Thua vang.”

Vandling néi, “Yéu cau chit van.”

Mason néi nhu trong ltc tro chuyén, “Ong c6 biét ho da phat hién c6 nhitng gi lién quan dén chat
doc ¢ trong hai miéng sdcola ay khong?”

“Chi nghe noi la c6.”

“Chi 14 nghe noi tir miéng ctia chuyén vién xét nghiém chat doc tién hanh cudc xét nghiém do?”

“Vang.”

“Nhung lac 4y 6ng c6 mit & d6 co ma?”

“Vang.”

“Ong ay not sao?”

“Ong 4y nodi rang ca hai miéng socdla déu chira chit xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um, con tit ca nhitng miéng
khéc thi chira dc-xé-nit.”

“Ong biét rang chit c-xé-nit thudong gay ra cai chét hoi cham day chir?”

“Thua vang.”

“Con chat xi-a-nit thi gy ra cai chét rat nhanh?”



“Thua vang.”

“Vé1i tu cach 1a nhan vién diéu tra, ong c6 lam gi dé xac dinh tai sao hai nﬁéng keo chira chit doc
kia, von c6 kha nang giy ra cai chét gan nhu tirc thoi, lai duoc dé 1an chung véi s6 keo giy ra cai chét
cham khong?”

“Thua khong. Toi c6 hoi bi can vé chuyén ndy thi ba ta clr nhat muc bao rang ba khéng mo hop
keo, khong hé dung dén mot miéng sdcola nao ca.”

Mason ndi, “Thé 13 di. Khong chét van gi nita.”

Vandling n61, “Xin moi ba Sara Ansel ra trudc toa.”

Ba Sara Ansel tir ndy gio ngdi & cudi phong, luc ndy ding diy, néi bing giong nhu mudn gy go,
“To1 khong mudn 1am nhin ching trong vu ndy dau. Toi khong hay biét chuyén gi c6 thé gitp ich cho
cong t6 ti xiu nao ca. Cai co dang bi toa xur kia la chdu cua chi t61, ¢6 bé to1 nghiép nao co td1 tinh gi.”

Vandling néi, “Yéu cau ra trudc toa va ‘tuyén the.”

“To1 da thua vo1 ngai 1a t61 dau 6 muén lam nhén lam ching, toi..

“Yéu cdu ra trude toa va tuyén the” Chanh an Siler tuyén bb va trong lac ba nay con chin chir, ong
noi t1ep “Néu khong, ba s€& bi toa xur vé i coi thuong toa an. Pay la mot phién toa. Ba dugc goi ra
lam nhan chirng, Ba hién dang c6 mit. Nao, moi ba ra trudce di.”

Ba Sara Ansel chan chir budc ra 16i di, qua canh cira xoay ¢ khu danh riéng cho cac ludt su va cac
nhan chig, r6i dén tin buc dtng cua nhan chimg. Ba dua ban tay phai 1én tuyén thé, miéng nd nu cudi
nhin sang Myrna cé ¥ trdn an, doan ngdi xudng va trirng trirg nhin cong td vién Vandling. Vandling
noi, “Ba 1a Sara Ansel? Hién nay ba dang & trong thanh phd Los Angeles cting v&i bi can trong vu an
nay, tai can nha trudc day thudc tai san cia ong William C. Delano. Piung nhu vay khong?”

Ba Ansel xang giong, “Pung.”

“Ba co quan hé gi vo1 ong William C. Delano?”

“T6i chang c6 quan hé gi ca, cling khong han nhu thé. Chi tdi 1dy chong 1a anh cua 6ng William C.
Delano.”

“Hién nay ca hai nguoi ndy déu chét?”

“C4 hai déu chét.”

“Luc chét ong Delano c6 thdn nhin nao dén & canh khéng?”

“Luc chét 6ng 4y chang co ai 13 than nhan, ngoai Myrna, d6 1a néu cac ngai khong thé cho t6i 1a ba
con qua lién h¢ hon nhan.”

“Ba 1a em vo ctia ong ay?”

“Gan gan nhu thé.”

“Ong 4y ciing coi ba nhu thé?”

“Phai.”

“Ba da gap William C. Delano nhiéu 1an luc 6ng iy con song?”

“Nhiéu lan.”

“Thé gan trudc ngdy dng Ay chét, ba c6 gip ong ta khong?”

“Co.”

“Trudc do bao lau?”

“Gan mot thang.”

“Bay gio ba co thé ta khai quat tinh trang gia sy ctia William C. Delano trong thang 4y khong? Ai
cO mat & do?”

“To61 c6 mat & do, va cd chau ctua ong éy la Hortense Paxton c6 mat, c6 ca Myrna va Davenport.
Myrna dén d6 phu giup cong viéc.”

“Thé chuyén gi da xay ra cho c6 Hortense Paxton?”



“C6 ay chet.”

“Sau d6 thi 6ng William C. Delano chét?”

“Phai.”

“Hortense Paxton chét bao 1au roi dén William Delano?””

“Sau hai tuan.”

“Trong thoi gian hai tuan 4y 6ng ta bi st ning?”

“Vang.”

“Ong ay stra d6i di chtc, tic 13 ong Ay lam mot ban di chic méi trong thoi gian y?”

“Tb6i khong biét.”

“Ong 4y c6 n6i voi ba trude mit bi can ddy 1a Myrna Davenport 13 6ng ay dang thao di chic méi
khong?”

“Ong 4y c6 n6i so thdi. Cac luat su dén nha va 6ng dy dang lo mot van kién. Ong dy bi 6m ning.”

“Theo cac khoan trong ban di chic thi ba duoc huéng mot khoan tién, co phai vay khong?”

“Do dau phai la viéc cua ngai.”

“Theo cac khoan trong ban di chuc Ay thi ba duoc hudng mot sd tién, co phai vy khong?”

Chanh an Siler giuc, “Yéu cau tra 15i cau hoi.”

Ba Ansel xang giong, “Thua c6.”

“Bao nhi€u?”

“Mot tram ngan do-1a va mot phan nam loi tirc trong cin nha to 16n ctia 6ng y.”

“Ba gip bi can Myrna Davenport 1an dau tién vao lac nao?”

“Chiing t6i dén tham William Delano.”

“Ba ay dang ¢ tai ng6i nha do trong thoi gian ay?”

“Khong phai trong thoi gian ay. Co Ay co mat & d6 dé giup dd cong viée, giup Hortense, nhung...

“Khoan d3. Noi rang ba dy lic bay gio dang phu giup c6 Hortense, ba co y bao rang ba Myrna
Davenport dang gitup cd Hortense Paxton 13 ¢6 chau bi chét phai khong?”

“Vang.”

“Con c¢d Hortense Paxton luc Ay dang diéu khién toan bd cong viéc nha, cai quan dam gia nhan
phuc vu 6ng William Delano?”

“Vang.”

“Co Ay da 1am cong viée do trong thoi gian kha 14u?”

“Co Ay & vo1i 6ng ta da trén hai nim rodi. C6 4y duoc Ong ta rat quy mén. Ho rat thin nhau.”

“Sau khi ba dén tai cin nha dé thim ong William Delano, thi bi can 1a ba Myrna Davenport ciing
dén 0 vO1 6ng ay, c6 phai nhu vay khong?”

“Ay, dau c6 don gian nhu vay. Co nghia 13 ngai khong thé chia rd rang timg thoi ky nhu thé duoc.
Trudc tién, Myrna dén thim va gitip do Hortie...”

“Khoan, ba no1 Hortie tirc 1a Hortense Paxton phai khong?”

“Tét nhién r6i.”

“Puoc. Ctr ndi tiép.”

“C6 nay c¢6 mat ¢ do la dé tham viéng va gitip 4, rdi sau d6 méi quyét dinh ¢ lai luon. Chuyén
ndy... Ay, c¢6 thé 1 vao thdi gian gin trudc ngiy toi dén hay khoang thoi gian ngan sau do, toi chiang
con nhé rd. Nhung dau sao thi ¢6 ta va Ed tic 1a chong da dén & d6 va roi ¢ ludn trong nha.”

“Nhung 6ng Davenport van con lo cong viéc vin phong ctia minh & tai noi ma ong ta va Myrna
Davenport bao 1au nay van dung 1am chd &, mii tin Paradise trong bang niy co ma?”

“Phai.”

“Vay tir ltc dau, tirc 1a trong thoi gian dau ba dén thim, Ed Davenport c6 mit & d6 cung véi vo



phai khong?”

“Vang.”

“Tho1 gian bao 1au?”

“Cling kha 1au.”

“Sau ngay ba dén, va vira sau ngiy 6ng Delano chét, Davenport bat dau vang nha phai khong?”

“Ngai bao “nha” 1a y n6i sao?”

“Vao luc d9, tirc 1a chd ong William Delano di qua doi, c6 phai vay khong?”

“Tbi chic vay. Plng thé.”

“T6i noi nha cua 6ng ay 1a nghia nhu thé ddy. Chd & Paradise thi t6i s& goi 1a vdn phong kinh
doanh mo cta 6ng ta.”

“Dugc thoi.”

“Sau khi dén & mdt thoi gian ngin thi ba nhan ra rang Davenport bat dau bo di vang, phai vay
khong?”

Sara Ansel noi, “To1 khong ro la ngai c6 chu y gi day, song toi noi that cho ngai r6 1a Ed
Davenport v&i 61 chang hop ¥ nhau, nhung cai d6 chang lién quan gi dén nhitng chuyén di day di do
cua anh ta. Ed Davenport khong wa gi to1. Chuyén do cung chang ¢ gi 1a bi mat phai che giau ca, lac
dau t6i da cb d01 XU tir t& voi anh ta, nhung anh chang lai tuong t61 ¢6 tam xai giuc Myrna chéng lai
minh. That ra, tit c4 nhitng gi 61 lam luc bay gid 1a ¢ dé cho Myrna sém nhdn biét chuyén dang xay
ra thoi.”

“Chuyén gi dang xay ra?”

“Anh chang dang dién trd vo vét hét timg dong xu ctiia Myrna, vé duoc bao nhiéu lién dem bo
chung véi tién riéng cta minh rdi xdo tron va tung hd 1én nhu tay biéu dién o thuit dé ching con ai
biét dau ma mo nira. Néu ngai hoi y vé tai san kinh doanh va y dang lam gi, hoac Myrna c6 dugc bao
nhiéu tién cia, thi y s& cAm miéng hén hoac nhay con lén roi bo chay ra khoi phong. Chang hiéu may
hom sau thi anh chang lai bo di véi 1y do vé cong chuyén lam an. Néu ngai thuc sy ¢d tim cach “chdt”
y thi ngai s& nghe nhiing cau tranh né. Ngai s& chang con biét at giap gi nira. Toi biét cai tro dang dién,
con y thi ciing biét 12 t6i biét y dang gio trd gi.”

Sara Ansel him ham nhin Vandling nhu nhin d6i thii. Vandling hoi, “Ba biét 6ng ay lam tro gi?”

“Tét nhién 14 toi biét y dang gio tro gi chir. Toi déu phai Ia con nit con tho gi.”

“Lam sao ba biét dugc viéc ong Ay lam.”

“Ua, thi ¢t hoi y chuyén ndy no, nghe y tra 101, trong cach y dang hanh dong, véi bao nhiéu cai trd
khac.”

“Co thuc ong Ay biét 1a ba blet chuyén ong ta dang lam khong?”

“Tat nhién 1a y biét. Toi c6 gidu diém gi dau. Noi thé co nghia 14, t6i ¢6 hoi y nhitng cau that sat.”

“Ngay trudc mit vo ong ay?”

“Tét nhién. C6 nay 1a nhan vat t6i dang ¢ tim cach 1am thirc tinh co ma.”

“Roi sau d6 ba ndi chuyén riéng véi ba ta?”

“Phai.”

“Ba c6 dé nghi ba 4y tim luat su dé gop ¥ kién?”

“Phai.”

“Con gi nira khong?”

“T6i dé nghi co ta thué tham tir riéng dé theo doi 6 ong chong. Y luc bay gio dang di lung tung khap
xtr. Y thuong bao Myrna sap dat cho y mot va-li 40 quan - dn ndi voi vo nhu thé con & ay - bao cho ¢o
ta biét 1a y sdp dén mot cai mo. Y ciing chang thém ndi v6i vo 1a chd nio nita, chi bao 1a 'mdt trong
nhirng cai mo' thoi.”



“Ong 4y c6 nhiéu md thé a?”

“Co dugc nhiéu mo 1a sau khi vo vét hét tién ctia vo. Do lalucy bat dau phat trién co nghiép. Ma
nhu t61 nodi day, y chi can no6i huyén thuyén loan xa vé cac vu thuong lugng mua ban 1a chang con ai
hiéu mo te at giap gi nira.’

“Ong ay dung tién ctia vQ?”

“Tat nhién 13 nhu vy rdi. Y o tién riéng clia tur gi dau. Tt ca tai san cua y 1a miy cai mo dang tiu
va diéu khién 1ém nhém. William Delano vira chét xong thi y khoi sy tré thanh mot tay quan ly c& bu
ngay. Y ba dau vay muon d6 nho ¢ khéi tién tir tay vo. Y xdi o nay vay mot 56 1on 6 ngan hang r01
sau day lién dién cai tro chia chac mot phan tai san dé Myrna c6 thé 14y duogc tién, dén khi tién nam
vao trerong muc cta v ¢ ngan hang thi y lién tim cach rat ngay.”

“Ba c6 biét ong ta t6 chirc nhitng cudc mua ban trao doi ay nhu thé nao khong? Ong ay ¢ giri cho
ba vo mot cai gidy bao hay mot cai gi d6 hay khong?”

“Chac chan 1a khong. Y chi xti vo bo tién vao truong muc chung. C6 vo chi dung muc chung nay
dé chi vao nhitng moén chi tiéu trong nha, lau 13m méi sam céi 4o cai quan thoi.”

“Vay ba c6 luu y ba Davenport vé chuyén d6?”

“Pung nhu thé.”

“Vay thi, vao mot Iac nao déy, cho la cach day mot tudn, Myrna Davenport da c¢6 du ly do dé
khong con tin twdng chong, dé ghét ong ta va mudn éng ta di khuat mat. Co phai nhu vay khong?”

“Ngai dang c6 muu tinh gi ddy? Ngai dang bo 101 bo 1& vao miéng toi day chac?”

“To6i chi 1am cai viéc don gian 1a tom tit nhitng gi ba da ké cho t6i nghe thdi. Ba c6 noéi vaoi ba
Davenport rang chong ba dy dang bién tha tién cua ba ay.”

“Vang.”

“Con 6ng ay thi dang lang nhing véi miy ba?”

“T6i nghi thé thoi.”

“Ong 4y dang tim cach 14y mén tién thira ké cua vo dé gop chung vao quy riéng va lam trd hoa mat
dé cO vg bay hét tién ctia?”

“Ay, 61 khong han dung ding y nhitng 15i 18 nhu vay.”

“Nhung d6 1 ¥ ba mudn néi ra chir gi?”

“Vang.”

“Céch day chirng mudi ngdy, Edward Davenport c6 tuyén bd rang ong ta sé quay vé vin phong tai
Paradise?”

“Phai.”

“Va nhd vo stra soan cai xac cho minh?”

“Phai.”

“Co nbi gi dén keo khong?”

“Y ¢6 bao véi vo 1a can mot it keo méi, s6 keo trong hop y da an hét chi con mét hai nﬁéng tho1.”

“Theo chd ba biét, thi ba Davenport c6 lam gi 1ién quan dén viée sap dit cac tii xac du lich hay
14y keo cho ong 4y?”

“Khong phai do to1 tu biét, ma mii sau do6 t6i moi hay 1a c¢6 vo da mua hai hop keo.”

“Va mot hop keo thi dugc bo vao va-li cuia 6ng éy?”

“Téi tin 1a nhu vay thoi, t6i khong tin mét ching kién.”

“Ba ¢ biét gi vé chuyén Davenport c6 thubc doc khong?”

“C0o ta la ngud1 mé cong viée vuon tugc, lam thi nghiém véi mot sb thudc phun khac nhau do chinh
co ta ty pha ché. C6 ta thi nghiém mot loai thude dung dé phun vao cay.”

“Ba 4y c6 noi v4i ba 1a ba ay ¢ dc-xé-nit va xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um khong?”



Mason néi, “Thua ngai chanh 4n, duong nhu cong t6 dang co y chat van nhan chirg ctia minh thi
phai?”

Vandling n6i, “Ba ndy 1a mot nhan ching thiéu thién cam.”

Chanh 4n Siler tuyén b, “Toa khong dong ¥ phan d6i. RS rang day 1a mot nhan chirmg khong dugc
thién cam.”

Vandling hoi, “Ba 4y c¢6 noi voi ba rang ba ta ¢ xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um va ac-xé-nit khong?”

“Co.”

“Ba 4y ¢6 thao ludn voi ba vé viéc thuc té 1a chinh ba 4y da cat nhitng chat doc nay, dem chon gidu
chiing dé nha chue trach khoi phat hién?”

Phién toa yén ling mot ltic kha 1au. Vandling noi, “Yéu cau tra 15i cau hoi.”

Sara Ansel dap, “Co.”

“Va ba c6 thuc su trong thay ba dy chon mot s6 goi chira chat doc khong?”

“Co ay khong mudn bi tra hoi 16i thoi.”

“Ba c6 thuc sy trong thiy ba ay chon nhirng chat doc d6 khong?”

“Tbi thiy co Ay dang dao mot cai hd. Toi khong biét co ay chon gi & dudi do.”

“Ba 4y c6 n6i v6i ba hay 1a d3 bo dudi hd nhitng thir gi khong?”

“«Ch”

“Ba 4y ndi 1 d3 bo dudi hd nhitng gi?”

“Chat doc.”

“Vay thi, xin hily chi y dén ngay thtr Hai trong tuan, tirc 12 ngdy muoi hai. Ba va ba Davenport co
mat tai gia dinh 6ng Delano?”

“Vang.”

“Thé thi vao budi sang hom 4y, khoang chin gi¢y, ba nhan mot ct dién thoai cua 6ng bac si ndo d6 &
Crampton, 6ng bac si Herkimer C. Renault nao do?”

“Vang. C6 dién thoai nhur thé.”

“Ba hay 1a ba Myrna Davenport da noi chuyén dién thoai vao ngay hom do?”

“To1.”

“Bac si Renault no1 gi vo1 ba?”

“Ong 4y doi gip vo clia Davenport. Toi bao cho 6ng ta rang t6i 14 c6 ctia Myrna Davenport, ¢6 thé
chuyén 161 dugce. Ong ta ndi ndi dung nhin lai 1 nhitng tin tic hé trong c6 lién hé dén chong cua co
ta.”

Vandling n61 v61 chanh an Siler, “Bay gio hdy dé cap dén cudc nobi chuyén qua may dién thoai. Toi
nghi d6 chi 1 bang chirng nghe ndi, nhung theo nhitng gi ma nhan chirmg ndy néi voi bi can co6 1ién hé
dén cudc ndi chuyén qua dién thoai Ay thi dy chi 1 sy hiéu biét va tim trang ctia bi can...”

Mason cit ngang, “T6i khong c6 gi dé phan doi. Xin ¢ tiép tyuc.”

“Dugc lam. Noi dung cua cudc dién dam nhu thé nao?”

“Bac si Renault bao t6i rang Davenport hién dang ¢ tai quan tro Crampton, 6ng ay bi 6m ning, rat
tram trong, 6ng hiéu 1a 6 ong ndy bi huyét ap cao va cac dong mach bi chai cing, theo 6ng nghi thi nguoi
vo can phai dén ngay.”

Vandling noi, “T6i khong muén mat thi gio vo1 qua nhiéu chi tiét nhu vay, nhung ba va ba
Davenport lap tirc chuan bi hanh trang, thu xép cong viéc dé don may bay di Fresno ngay sau budi trua
hom 4y. Ba chyp ngay mot xe tic xi va sau d6 thuyét phuc ba Davenport 14 ba nay can phai ghé lai van
phong ctia mot luat su, va hai ngudi da ghé vao van phong cia Perry Mason, c6 phai vay khong?”

“Vang.”

“Trudc d6 ba da mo ho nhan ra thuc té 1 6ng Davenport ¢ dé lai mot bire thu gi ddy, birc thu nay



din phai chuyén giao. cho nha chirc trach trong truong hop ong ay chét?”

“Y da budc t01 Myrna ve... vo sb chuyén, y bao 1a ¢6 Iuu lai mot 14 thu dé giao cho nha chuc trach
néu c6 chuyén gi xay dén véi y.”

“Va thé 1a ba di di dén vin phong cua Perry Mason cung véi ba Davenport, dng Mason dugc cac
ba yéu cau di 1én Paradise nham lay 14 thu d6 dé thu do6 khoi bi giao cho nha chirc trach trong trudmng
hop 6ng Davenport chét. Co dang nhu vay khong?”

Mason néi, “Xin phép cong t6, toi budc 1ong phai ngit 101 ¢ ddy dé xin phan dbi, boi vi viéc nay
lién can t&1 su thong tri kin gitra luat su va than chu cua minh.”

Vandling bao Sara Ansel, “Ba khong mudn 6ng Mason, phai khong?”

“T6i u? Lam gi ¢6. Toi can luat su lam gi chi.”

“Nhung ba Myrna Davenport thi muén.”

“C6 ay cho ong Mason biét can lam nhirng gi th61.”

“Con ba thi bao 6ng ay nhirng gi can phai lam, c6 ding vay khong?”’

“Ay, c6 18 t6i da giai thich vo1 6ng ay mot doi diéu.”

“Ba c6 mit tai chd trong sudt cudc nodi chuyén.”

“Vang.”

“Cho chung t6i biét ndi dung cudc nodi chuyén.”

Mason néi, “T6i phan d6i. Chuyén nay thudc pham vi trao doi kin.”

Vandling dap, “Khong phai nhu thé vi c6 nhan vat thir ba tai chd.”

Chanh an Siler hoi, “Loi chat van nay co lién quan dén nhitng diéu din do cho 6ng Mason 1 trang
su do than chi 14 ba Davenport yéu cau thuc hién khong?”

“Thua ngai chanh an, dung thé, ¢ su hién dién cua ba Sara Ansel, nhan vét thir ba.”

Chanh an Siler noi, “Toi khong nghi rang c6 thé chap nhan 10 chat van nay.”

Vandling néi, “Xin tda cho phép, t6i dugc c6 thim quyén vé van dé nay. Toi nghi rang cau chat van
clia t6i ro rang 1 chip nhan dugc.”

Chanh an Siler, “Tbi s& ciru xét cac thAm quyén d6, song t6i mudn can phai c¢6 chut thoi gian dé suy
x€t lai nhirng quyén ay. Toi khong hoan nghénh y dinh dung nhing 161 1€ cua than chu ban bac voi
trang su ctia minh dé dua ra l[am bang chimg ¢ day.”

“Tbi s& trinh ngai chanh an cac thAm quyén va ngai co thé..

Chanh an Siler, “Khoan da. Tai sao lai khong tra clru cac tharn quyén ay vao gid nghi trua? Tai sao
ong lai néu cau hoi Ay vao lac nay? Ong c6 thé rat lui nhan chimg nay va dwa nhin ching khac ra dugc
khong?”

Vandling noi, “Vang, chic 1a duoc théi.”

“Tét 1am. Tai sao khong rat nhan chirng nay? Ching ta ¢6 mot cau chat van. Chiing ta da nghe 6ng
Mason phan ¢ dbi cau chat van. Ong c6 mot s0 tham quyén vé cau chat van ndy. Sau gio nghi trua, t01 s&
quyét dinh vé ciu chat van nay 1a lic 4 ay nhan chu:ng c6 thé hoic tra 101 hodc khong, tiy quyét dinh ctia
to1, va trang su phia bi can c6 thé chat van lai.”

Vandling n6i, “Tét 1dm. Ba Ansel hiy budc xudng. Ba dugc phep roi khoi buc.”

Sara Ansel di chuyén ra khoi buc nhin ching, cip mit toe lira nhin Vandling. Vandling canh céo,
“Ba khong dugc roi khoi thanh phd ndy. Hiy nhd cho 13 ba hién dang duoc toa doi. Ba phai ¢ lai dé
du phién toa & day trong tat ca cic phién xir va c6 mat tai ddy sau khi tda hodn vao budi trua.”

Chanh an Siler n6i, “Phai. Ba dang duoc toa doi. Ping tim cach ra khoi noi nay. Ba can phai co
mit tai day trong sudt phién xir. Ba hiéu khong?”

Sara Ansel ngim k¥ quan chénh an véi thai ¢ khinh man.

“Hiéu chwa?” Chanh an Siler 16n tiéng, mat 1o vé gian.



Ba dap, “Vang.”

“Phai li¢u c6 mat ¢ day.”

Ong Vandling, goi nhan chimng tiép theo.

Vandling néi, “Bay gid xin moi bac s Renault tién 1én buc.”

Bac si Renault, mft nguo1 manh de, trac nam muoi, phong thai gon gang, trong co ve nha nghé mot
cach lanh lung, tién 1én buc nhan chimg, cip mat den khong biéu 16 chut tinh cam nhin vién bién ly ra
vé do xét. Phong thai cta 6ng rd rang 1a phong thai nghé nghiép di duoc tao dung tich lay can than ctia
mot y si di ting dung trén buc nhan chimg trude day. Trong khi chudn bi can nhic cac cau hdi va cau
tra 101 rat muc than trong, Ong it nhiéu té ra vé cao ngao cta nguoi thao nghe.

Vandling néi, “Ong 14 bac si Herkimer Corrison Renault?”

“Pung thé. Vang...”

“Ong duoc cap gidy hanh nghé tai bang ndy vai tu cach 1a mdt y si chira bénh da khoa, mot bac si 'y
khoa?”

“Thua vang.”

Mason néi, “O, theo quyén duoc chit van, ching ta can 1am rd cac yéu cau vé tu cach hanh nghé
cua bac si nay.”

“Bac sT hanh nghé ¢ dau?”

“Tai1 Crampton.”

“Ong & d6 bao l1au.”

“Chirng ba nam.”

“Vao sang ngdy muoi hai, 6ng dugc moi dén dé sin soc mot bénh nhan dang ngy tai mot quan tro &

Crampton?”

“Thua vang.”

“Bénh nhan 4y 13 ai?”

“Edward Davenport.”

“Lic 4y ong c6 quen biét ong nay khong?”

“Thua khong,”

“Ong c6 nhin thiy xac cua Edward Davenport sau khi duoc khai quat va trude khi mo xét nghiém
khong?”

“Thua c06.”

“Ong c6 mat lic mo xét nghiém?”

“Thua khong.”

“Cai xac ma 6ng nhin thiy luc d6 co phai 1a xac ciia ngudi duge ong chita tri ngdy muoi hai
khong?”

“Thua phai.”

“Ong c6 ndi chuyén voi bi can trong ngdy muoi hai d6 khong?”

“Thua c6.”

“Ba 4y co trong thdy nguodi ma ong dang chita tri khong?”

“Thua c06.”

“Ba 4y c6 nhan dang con ngudi d6 khong?”

“Thua c6.”

“Ba 4y bao d6 13 ai?”

“Ba 4y nhan dang d6 1a Edward Davenport chong cuia ba.”

“Bay gio t6i mubn ong trinh bay mot cach trung thuc nhitng gi da dién ra c6 1ién quan ti viéc chira
tr1 cho bénh nhan cua 6ng va tinh trang strc khoe ctia 6ng Davenport.”



Bac si Renault noi, “Ay, t6i khong thé 1am viéc ndy mot cach day du néu khong ké cho ngai rd bénh
nhan da no6i1 voi to1 nhitng gi.”

_Vandling néi, “Thua ngai chanh an, t61 cho rang cAu chuyén trao doi nay chic s& gy ra mot so thac
mac. Toi dd hoi du cac tham quyén va san sang tranh luan. Nhitng 101 phat biéu cta ngudi qua cd vao
lac d6 1a mot phan clia res gestae. Vao lac d6 ching khong phai nhu chiing ta goi 14 nhitng 101 tuyén
bd lac hip hdi theo nghia hep, ching 1a mdt phin ctia cac res gestae nén t6i dé nghi rang 1o ching
ctia ng bac si ndy can duogc toa thira nhan.”

Mason mim cuoi, noi, “Khong phan doi. Xin cir tiép tuc.”

Vandling mim cudi, “Thua ngai chanh an, rd 14 luat su phia bi can dang choi tro tinh khon. Ong ay
mudn chiing ta chuc tay bai xubng cho that d& xem bai.”

Mason dap, “T6i chi mubn nam thuc t&.”

Vandling dap tra, “Con t61, to1 mudn thu lwgm thyc té.”

Chanh an Siler trach, “Khong c6 dip dé cai nhau nhé. Yéu céu luat su phia bi can bé qua cac chi
tiét co tinh chét ca tinh di cho. Pé nghi ching ta hay nam thue té trong vu an. Bac sT hay tra 1o1 cac cau
hoi. Cho chung toi biét sy vigc déd xay ra va co thé cho 6 ong biét 6ng dy da néi gi.”

Bac si Renault noi, “Ong ay cho biét 14 da an mot miéng sdcdla, da bi dau dir doi, va chinh vo ong
ta da c6 tinh dau doc minh.”

“Ong 4y c6 cho biét dd dn miéng sdcola vao lac ndo khong?”

“Vao khoang bay gio saing hom do.”

“Bac si gap ong 4y lic nio?”

“Gitra tAm va chin gi9.”

“Ong 4y c6 lién hé miéng sdcdla v6i ching bénh cua minh khong?”

“Ch.”

“Ong ay da noi gi voi bac si vé chuyén nay?”

“Ong ay bao véi t6i rang vo 6ng ta di dau doc mot ngudi ba con dé doat mot s6 tién do mot ngudi
chil bac dang hap hdi dé lai. Vira moi ddy, 6ng ta da phat hién bang chimg cho thiy vg minh di 1am
chat doc va co ¥ dinh loai minh, 6ng ta da tim cach dé phong va da viét mot 14 thu phong hd néu co
chuyén gi xay ra cho minh thi nha chirc trach s& biét rd su viéc.”

“Béc si da lam gi?”

“Thoat dau t6i chira trj chimg bi dau ddc bang thirc n cho 6ng ay T61 cho rang ong ay co y nghi
qua dang. Sau d6, toi sinh nghi 14 c¢6 18 6ng ta bi dau doc thuc su. Ong Ay ctr sat mii, t6i khi thay tinh
trang nguy kich, toi lién got dién thoai cho vg 6ng ta. Ba vo dén, cing di vi mot nguoi ba con.”

“Béc s no1 voi ho rang 6ng Davenport sap chét?”

“To1 noi vo1 ho rang 6ng ay rat nguy kich.”

“Xin ké tiép.”

“Khoang gitta hai ba gio chiéu ho goi t6i, t6i lién phong tdi quan tro. Toi vao phong va thiy ong
Davenport dang hap h6i.”

“Roi sao nira?”

“T6i thim mach ong 4y. Toi c¢b cho 6ng dy mot lidu thude tro tim nhung khéng thiy co hiéu qua gi.
Ong 4y kiét strc r0i chét dot ngot.”

“Thé bac si da lam gi?”

“T6i noi véi ba Davenport rang trong trudng hop nay t6i khong thé ky y ching dugc, t6i can phai
c6 bién phap gitr bang ching. Tdi khoa cira phong va di ra.”

“Sau do bac si lam gi?”

“To1 bao cho nha chuc trach.”



“Rai tiép theo?”

“Lic t0i quay trd lai cting véi nha chire trach thi cai xac di bj dem di dau mat.”

Vandling n6i, “Khoan d, bac si. Ong cho rang cai xac da bi dem di mat?”

“Pung nhu thé” Bac si Renault tuyén bd mot cach chinh xac theo khoa hoc “Cai xac d3 bi dem di
mat.”

“Cho mot lac” Ong ta nhac lai mot cach chim réi, nhin manh tung 101 “cai xac da bi dem di mAt.”

“Thua bac si, 1y do nao khién bac si noi nhur thé?”

“Bad1 vi cai xac khong tu do dung dirng day va budce di.”

“Bac si yén chi 12 6ng Davenport da chét?”

“Toi biét ong Ay da chét that. Toi thiy 6ng 4y chét.”

“C6 nhiing trueong hop cé su nham 1an, d6 1a lac tinh trang hon mé bi chan doan nham lai tudng la
chét?”

“Tbi cho 1a ¢6 trudng hop nhu vay. Ban than t6i chura pham sai nham bao gid. Theo ¥ t6i, quy ngai
s& thiy rang tit ca nhitng sai nhdm nhu thé bi mic phai 1a khi nan nhan & trong tinh trang dong kinh,
hay tinh trang ngimg cir dong, khién ngudi chita tri ngd 1a bénh nhan da chét that roi. Noi cach khéc,
t61 khong ngh1 1a co tinh trang nhu vay xay ra luc c6 nhan vién y khoa dung canh bénh nhan va thyc sy
trong thdy cai chét diénra trudc mit minh.”

Vandling néi, “Bac si di vang dugc bao 1au? Tic 1a bao 1au ké tir luc bac si tuyén bd voi ba
Davenport rang chong ba Ay da chét, roi roi bo chd do6 trude khi bac si cuing quay trd lai véi nha chire
trach?”

“T6i phong chirng gan mot tiéng dong ho.”

“Thé 1a bac si di chudn bj dé tuyén b6 6ng Davenport da chét... lac miy gio, thua bac si?”

“Tb6i dinh noi rang 6ng Ay chét gitra hai g0 ba muoi cho to1 ba gio chiéu T6i khong dé -y toi dong
ho cho 1am, nhung khoang chirng d6. T61 san sang tuyén bd dirt khoat rang c6 mot hay nhiéu ké da di
chuyén céi xac ra khoi chd nan nhan chet va & chd toi da dé cai xac lai, trude lc toi quay tré lai cung
v61 nhitng nhan vién chinh quyen mot tiéng dong ho sau.”

Vandling n6i, “Dé nghi chat van.”

Mason néi, “Thua béc si, cAn phai lam cho 16 chd vudng mic ndy. Thoat dau, bac si trong thiy 6ng
Ed Davenport 1a gitta quing tim dén chin gi¢r sang?”

“Pung nhu thé.”

“Ong 4y ndi voi bac si rang minh bj dm vao khoang bay gid sang?”

“Thua vang.”

“Luc bac si bat dau chira tri cho nan nhan thi nan nhin ¢ nhirng triéu ching gi?”

“Ong 4y dau d6n vi qua mét, tinh trang gan nhu sap guc toi noi.”

“Co triéu ching dau doc bang ac-xé-nit khong?”

“Luc 4y thi khong. Ong Ay néi véi toi rang 6ng ay da non hét nhitng thirc da an, 6ng Ay dang thao da
va ndn mira, ong ta thiy rét khap minh va bi dau that & dudi bung.”

“Do dau phai 1a cac triéu chirng bi dau doc bang ac-xe-nit.”

“Thua ong Mason, t61 mudn noi rang néu ong Ay da nuét phai chat doc ac-xé-nit cho 1a trudce bay
gio sang mot chut thoi, néu tinh trang co thé cua ong ay lac d6 ma yéu dén d6 mot licu thube doc cung
du sinh nén mira gan nhu ngay lap tirc thi ciing rat dé 1a chit doc dd dua vao co thé di bi thao oc hét
c4 ra ngodi, ciing du dé gy cac triéu chimg nhu toi da thay.”

“Thé vao ltc d6 6ng Davenport ndi véi bac si 1a ong nghi vo da ¢ tinh dau doc minh?”

“Pung nhu vay.”

“Ong ay bao rang ong da in mdt miéng keo & cai hop do ba vo bo trong tii xdc ctia minh va yén



chi 12 minh d3 bi tring ddc vi dn miéng keo d6?”

“Thua vang.”

“Ong 4y c6 ké cho ong bac si nghe 1a do diu ma ong ta dn mot miéng keo vao khoang bay gid sang
hom ay khong?”

“Thua c6. Ong 4y cho t6i biét 14 doi luc ong ta ndi con thém ruou, hau nhu thudng xuyén. Ong ta
d3 nbi con thém chiu hét ndi, nén doi luc phai an that nhiéu keo vao dé kim hdm con ghién.”

Mason no1, “Vay thi ngay vira khi phat 6m, 6ng ay lién nghi 13 do & keo?”

“Ay, ong 4y khong néi gi nhiéu tdi chuyén d6, nhung toi doan dai khai 13 nhu thé. Vang, qua nhu thé
day.”

“Ong éy bi chin dong tam than, bi tuy¢t vong cung cuc luc bac si gap?”’

“Vang.”

“Ong 4y khong kha hon chit ndo sao?”

“Thua khong.”

“Lic bac si nghi 1 6ng ay chic s& chét?”

“Qua thé X 5

“Chét vi bi chin dong tam than va vi qua suy nhugc, hon la vi bi dau doc bﬁng ac-xé-nit?”

“Vang, dung nhu vay néu xét chung toan bd co thé nan nhan lac bay gio.”

“Vay la bac si da dién goi ba vo 6ng ay dén?”

“Vang.”

“Bac si ¢ ranh vé cac triéu chirng bi dau doc bang xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um khong?”

“Thua c6.”

Mason noi1, “Vay thua bac si, lam sao lai xay ra, hay noi cho ding hon, 1am sao bac si giai thich
thuc t& da dién ra 13, néu mot khi ong nay vao lac chin gio sang di nghi miéng keo thtr nhit 13 c6 chat
doc, lai di an thém mot miéng keo khac vao lac ba gior chiéu ngay hom d6?”

Vandling noi, “Q, khoan, cau chit van nay co6 tinh chét tranh cai roi.”

Mason dap, “T6i dang tim cach tra xét ¥ kién ctia dng bac si.”

Chanh &n Siler dudng nhu mudn giit 14p trudng hoi thy dong, v4i hy vong bén trang su s& 1am sang
to cac sy viéc nén dwa mait nhin ngudi ndy rdi lai sang ngudi kia.

Bac si Renault xang giong, “Ong ay khong 1am nhu vay.”

Mason hoi, “Khong lam sao co?”

“Khong an thém mot miéng keo ndo khéac.”

Vandling dua hai ban tay 1én phac nhe mdt ctr chi, doan ngdi xudng ghé, mim cuoi va néi, “Tét ctr
tiép tuc. Ong bac si dién xuét cir day.”

Mason hoi, “Béc si da nghe 101 chirng ctia bac s Hoxie cho biét ong Ay chét vi bi dau doc bang xi-
a-nit po-tat-xi-um khong?”’

“Thua c6.”

“Béc si ¢6 can tranh cdi vé 1oi phat biéu ay khong?”

“Pham vi ctia t6i dau c6 phai 1a dé tranh cii vé tinh trang co thé nan nhan do chuyén vién diéu tri
tim thay trong ltic xét nghiém tir thi.”

Mason ndi, “Puoc, viy 6ng ay chét vi chit xi-a-nit pd-tat-xi-um phai khong? Bac si da thiy ong ay
chét. Bac si biét cac triéu chimg. Thé nan nhan c6 biéu 16 triéu chimg bi dau doc bang xi-a-nit hay
khong?”

“Thua 6ng, khong, khong c6.”

“Nan nhin khong c6 cac triéu chirng nhu thé?”

Quai ham ran lai, bac si Renault noi, “Ong ay khong c6 biéu 16 cac triéu chirng nhu thé.”



“Thé bac si khong nghi rang nan nhan chét vi chat doc hay sao?”

“Khoan d3, luat su Mason. Cai ndy thudc vé van dé khac roi. Qua tinh tdi c¢6 nghi 1a ong Ay bi chét
vi chat doc.”

“Nhung bac s khong nghi do 1a xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um?”

“Pting nhu thé. Toi khong nghi 1a do chit d6. Toi nghi 13 6ng Ay chét 13 vi bi chin ddng tinh than
cuc manh sau khi nudt phai chat doc 4c-xé-nit ma mot phén 16n d3 bi truc ra khoi co thé.”

Mason noi, “Khoan da. La bac si san soc bénh nhan, bac si da trong théiy nan nhan chét?”

“Vang.”

“Va bac si khong nghi rang nan nhan chét 1a vi chat xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um?”

“Vang, t01 khong nghi nhu vay.”

Vandling noi, “Xin phép ngai chanh an, khoan da. Su viéc dang ré sang mot tinh hudng ma toi da
khong tién liéu ndi. Toi e danh phai ty nhan rang di quén khdéng hoi bac si Renault vé can do ciia cai
chét nay, boi cr yén chi viéc tim thiy chat doc lic xét nghiém tir thi tat giai dap day du cac thic mac
vé can do khién nan nhan chét.”

Mason néi, “Ngai s& c6 co hdi vao luc tai kiém kham. Téi sip hoi ong bac si nhitng cu hoi cu thé
va mudn nghe nhirng cau tra 1i cu thé. Toi dé nghi cac cau tra 1o dugc ghi vao hd s0.”

Vandling noi, “Vang, chung s& dugc ghi vao hd so.”

Mason héi, “Ngai ¢c6 mudn phan dbi viéc toi chat van khong?”

Vandling ngdi xudng va néi, “Khong, ctr tién hanh. Ching ta hily nim thuc té, bat ky thyc té ra lam
sao.”

Mason néi, “Thua bac si, biy gio chiing ta hiy giai quyét van dé cho dut khoat. Bac si d trong
thiy 6ng ay chét?”

“Thua vang.”

“Béc si ¢ quen voi cac triéu chimg bi dau doc bang xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um khong?”

“Thua quen.”

“Bac si khong nghi rang ong ay chét vi chat doc nhu thé?”

“To1 hoan toan biét chic chan 6 ong ay khong chét vi chat doc d6. Khong co chut triéu chimg gi vé
loai ndy ca. Ong ay chét 13 vi bi yéu, bi chin dong tam than va vi khong c6 kha ning hoi phuc sau khi
an phai chat doc.”

“Bac st khong biét ong ay c6 dung t6i chit doc nao khac hay khong?”

“Tbi biét nhirng gi ong &y noi voi toi va toi blet céc triéu chimg bénh ctia 6ng y.”

“Nhung phan 16n céc triéu chimg déu do 6ng 4y ta cho bac si nghe thoi, c6 phai nhu vay khong?”

“Ay, tit nhién cac triéu chimg 13 do 6ng ta ké lai. Cac bac si van hoi bénh nhan cta minh vé nhiing
chuyén nhu thé co ma.”

“Bac st khong biét ong éy c6 dong to1 chat doc nio sao?”

“Toi blet tinh trang co the ctia Ong dy luc bay gio la phu hop voi cac triéu ching ma ong ay mo ta.”

“Ong ay no6i véi béac si rang 6ng ta da dn mot miéng keo & mot cai hop, dung keo xong chang miy
chdc thi..

“Lién ngay sau khi dung keo xong.” Bac si Renault no6i.

“Dong ¥, lién sau khi dung keo xong thi 6ng ta gip phai céc triéu chimg nhu dau nhire, co that va
non mira.”

“Vang.”

“Va theo ¥ kién ctia dng ta thi d6 13 do bi dau doc bang chat dc-xé-nit.”

“Vé chuyén dau doc, toi khong nghi ong Ay c6 nhic tdi chat 4c-xé-nit. Ma phai, c6 18 ¢ noi that.”

“Béc si 1a nguoi duy nhat nhac dén chat ac-xé-nit?”



“C6 the 1am.”

“Nan nhan da tirng ¢ Paradise mot thoi gian?”

“Ong 4y c6 noi nhu vay.”

“Ong 4y dang trén duong trd vé nha & Los Angeles?”

“Thua vang.”

“Ong 4y ndi voi bac si rang 6ng dd dn mot miéng keo roi bi 6m.”

“Ong 4y noi nhu thé nhidu 1an. Phai, dung nhu vay ddy. Toi nghi 1 t6i da tra 101 cdu hoi d6 dudi
dang nay hay dang khac da nhiéu 1an roi.”

“Nhung bac si dau c6 biét ong Ay an mot miéng keo?”

“Chi biét 1 qua 101 6ng Ay ké thoi.”

“Bac si khong biét dich xac, biét chic rang 6ng ay c¢6 dung mot vién keo chir?”

“Thua khong.”

“Nhung bac si lai biét dich x4c rang dng ay khong chét vi bi dau doc bang chat xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-
um?”

“Nhitng triéu chirng ctia 6ng Ay chang giéng chut ndo véi cac triéu chimg do loai chit doc Ay gy
ra, nhu t0i d4 c¢6 ¥ chd xem. Khong gidng chat nao ca.”

Mason ndi, “Bay gid t0i s& cling voi bac si tién xa thém mot chat nita nhé. Bac si ¢6 ndi ring ong
éy cO ta cac tri¢u churng bi dau doc cua minh?”

“Thua phai.”

“Va tinh trang co thé ciia 6ng dy 1a phi hop véi hién tuong bi dau doc nhu thé?”

“Thua vang.”

“Va r6i sau do, luc béc si ra vé vao khoang ba gior chiéu, thi 6ng dy chét?”

“Thua phat.”

Mason hoi, “Vay thi néu qua tinh huéng xay ra dung y nhu vay, thi 6ng ay lay dau ma co bira an
gom nao thit, mudi va trimg gi y nhu ‘bac sT Hoxie tim thay & trong bao tir clia 6ng ta, ma theo bac S|
nay IIOC tinh thoi gian, thi thic dn Ay duoc dwa vao ngudi trude khi chét trong mot thoi gian rat
ngan?”’

Bac si Renault hoi, “Ong mudn héi y kién t6i?”

“To1 dang hoi bac si.”

“Theo t6i thi ba vo ctia 6ng ay, ltc toi dé ba & lai mdt minh véi chong, dd im cach cho 6ng Ay an
d6i chat va chinh thirc dn d6 da 1am 6ng Ay chét.”

“Bang cach nao?”

“T6i khong rd. Toi chi biét 1a t6i da khong chap thuin cho bénh nhan mdt bita an nhu thé. Ong dy
dang & trong tinh trang can thirc n léng chir khong phai dac, khong dugc an gi nang bung ca. T61 da
tiém thirc an vao co thé cho ong 4y roi.”

“Lam thé ndo ma mot ngudi dang hap h01 vi kit sure, vi chin dong tAm than va suy sut lai c6 thé
ngdi day o trén giuwong | dé an mot bira an gdom thit ddm mudi va trimg duoc.”

“T6i khong biét, chac chan 13 nhu thé?”

“Bac si khong thé giai thich diéu ndy duogc sao?”

Béc si Renault n6i, “T6i khong giai thich noi.”

“Bac si mubn ndi rang bénh nhin lac dy ¢ trong tinh trang khong thé dung thit dam vdi trimg
duoc?”

“Khong co gi phai ho nghi 1a cai xac duoc xét nghiém chinh la cai xac bénh nhan cua toi. To1 quyét
khong tin rang 6ng ay lai co thé an mot bira dn nhu thé. Chic chin 1a ong Ay da bi nguoi ta thuyét phuc
bat ép nhu vay. Bira an nam trong bao tir cia Ong ta, vi thé nhat dinh 14 6ng ta di an bira an do. C6



diéu toi khong tin chuyén nhur thé lai xay ra.’

Mason no1, “Dugc rdi, chung ta hay giai quyét mot vai diém cho rd. La mot bac si, ong biét rang
ong ay khong chét vi bi dau doc bang chét xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um?”

“T6i cam thy chic chin 1a khong.”

“Bac si khong biét ong dy dd c6 dung keo bao gid?”

“Theo chd t6i biét thi khong.”

“Bac si cling khong biét 6ng ay d3 an phai chat doc nao ca.”

“Ay... Chuyén ay thi t6i khong thé biét chac chian dugc. Toi khong c6 mit tai chd.”

“Theo chd béc si biét ro, thi ong Edward Davenport co thé da bi dau doc béng thirc an rat doc ddo.
C6 18 ong ay da bi nham.”

“Theo chd t6i biét 1a nhur thé.”

“Thua bac si, mot ngudi bi dau dm vi bi dau doc qua thuc an, ngudi éy lién nghi ¢6 18 thirc an da
bi dau doc mot cach co chu tim chir khong phai chi vi bi dé hong, diéu d6 c6 thudng xay ra khong?”

“T6i nghi cling c6 thé nhu vay.”

“Trong qua trinh hanh nghé, bac si d3 gip phai truong hop nao nhu thé chwra?”

“Ciling c6... Toi chic 1a d3 c6 gap.”

“Béc si biét rang Edward Davenport khong chét vi xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um?”

“T6i tin chic nhu the.”

Mason néi, “Vay la du.”

Vandling néi trong lac bac si Renault toan budc xudng buc.

“Khoan d3. T6i muén hoi bac si mot chit. Trude day toi da co lan ndi chuyén voi bac si, dung
khong nao?”

“Thua c06.”

“C6 phai 1a chua 1an nao bac si cho t6i biét rang dng Davenport chét 1a do chit xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-
umca.”

Bac si Renault noi, “Ngai khong hoi t61 mot cach 16 rang cu thé nhu thé. Dé giai thich, t6i xin phat
biéu 1a tdi c6 cam gidc rang ngudi v da cho ong Ay udng thude doc, va hanh dong nay da dan dén cai
chét. Theo y kién 61, nan nhan co thé da chét do cac hiéu qua cua chat doc nay hodc mdt liéu thudc
doc thir hai c6 thé da dugc st dung ngay trudc khi 6ng ay chét. Toi dung danh tir thuée doc. Toi khong
noi do la chit xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um va ngai cting khong c6 hot t61 vé cht nay. To1 da noi mot cach rd
rang rang, theo ¥ kién toi, thi nan nhan c6 thé da chét chi vi co thé ctia 6ng ay khong du stc chiu dung
ndi do con chin dong tim than V1 hiéu qua cta thubc doc di dugce bo vao trong mot miéng keo vao
khoang bay gio sang ngay hom ay.”

Vandling cong nhén, “Phai, t61 nghi la c6 noi nhu thé ciing dlIO’C, nhung bac si khong cho t6i biét
mot cach rd rang 1 6ng ay khong thé nao bi chét vi chat xi-a-nit.”

“Toi khong duge yéu cau ndi 1én chd d6. Toi thay khong c6 1y do gi phai xung dot ¥ kién vai mot y
s khac trir phi van dé dugc néu ra khong con cach nao tranh ne. Ong Mason hoi t6i mot cau cé tinh
chét cu thé va toi d3 tra 161 mot cach cu thé. Toi da nhit quyet chi s& tra 1o cu thé nhu thé khi dugc
ho1 va khong tranh né dugc. Toi ¢c6 mat bén canh lic ong éy chét. Cai chét cua ong ta co thé 1a do mot
thir chit doc nao dé anh hudng to1 tim, hodc cling co thé 1a do cu khich dong vi chat doc 1an trude,
nhung cac triéu chirng trudc khi chét ma t6i tién 1iéu sé Xay ra, néu nan nhan da bi dau doc bfmg chét
Xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um, lai khong thay xay ra, vao luc ay.”

“Béc si biét lugng xi-a-nit co & trong bao tir ctia nan nhan lac xét nghiém xac 1a bao nhiéu khong?”

“Toi biet.”

“Luong ay c6 di gy ra cai chét khong?”



“Thura stre.”

Vandling noi, “Thé thi... xem da. Néu nan nhan d3 khong chét vi bi dau doc béng ac-xé-nit thi nan
nhan tat cling chét vi chat Ay thoi. T6i mudn néi 1a trong co thé 6ng Ay c6 du luong dc-xé-nit dé giét
ong ta du bac si khong cho rang 6ng ay chét vi bi dau doc bang ac-xé-nit.”

Mason no6i, “T6i xin phan doi cau hoi do, vi ¢ tinh chat tranh cii, vi khong mang tinh chat chat van
dung nghia, va vi hoan toan mo hd. Vin dé ¢ day khong phai 12 nan nhan da chét vi cai gi néu nan nhan
d3 khong bi chét vi mot cai gi khac. Van dé & day 1a cai gi di giy ra cai chét cia 6ng dy.”

Chanh an Siler tuyén b, “T6i dong y. Toi cong nhan 101 phan dbi vi cAu héi néu ra v6i dang nhur
thé.”

Vandling noi, “Thua ngai chanh an, déy la tinh huéng ky la. Bac si Hoxie 1a mot chuyén gia vé chat
doc co nang lyc. Ong ay minh ching 13 da tim thay luong chit doc trong bao tir ciia nan nhan du dé gay
ra cai chét. Ong ta da néu mot cach cu thé tén cua chat doc d6 1a xi-a-nit po-tat-xi- -um, mot loai chat
doc nguy hiém c6 kha ning glet ngudi cuc nhanh. Gid day, bac si Renault lai dua y kién 1a nan nhan
khong chét vi chit xi-a-nit. Tat nhién, day chi 13 y kién riéng cua 6ng ta thoi.”

Chanh 4n Siler noi, “Ong 4y 1a mot bac si. Ong ta di trinh bay y kién riéng cia minh.”

Mason n6i thém, “Ma ong ta lai 1a nhan chirng cua ngai.”

Vandling néi, “Thua ngai chanh an, ¥ kién ctia ti 1a trong tinh huéng ndy, bén cong td c6 1y dé xin
tiép tuc van dé. Toi xin thang than phat biéu 13, vao lic nay, néu toa hiy bo cac dién tién trong vu an
cling chang gay tr& ngai cho 1an khoi o tiép theo. T6i xin hfly b6 vu kién ndy ngay bay gid va bat
nguo1 dan ba nay voi 1y do cung mot td1 trang vao ngay mai.”

Mason hoi, “Tai sao ngai khong bat ba nay ngay bay gio?”

“To1 chua chuan bi sin sang. T6i mudn diéu tra ndi vu thém do1 chut. Thua ngai chanh an, t61 xin
phat biéu 14, vé mdt mit nao do, ti bi troi bude trude thue té bac si Hoxie ra buc chirng va trinh bay
nguy€n nhan vu chét béng xét nghiém tir thi, néu toi da chirng minh dugc 1a c6 chat doc trong keo va
dau tay ctia bi can trén miéng keo d6, dic biét 1a sau khi ba nay tuyén bd rang minh chia hé mo hop
keo ra thi t61 da tao dugc mot prima facie.”

Chanh an Siler n6i, “Cé phai bén cong t6 mudn yéu cau toi ra 1énh bi can phai ra hau toa vi bang
chirng dua ra trong vu ndy can ctr trén hién tinh khong?”’

Vandling néi, “T6i khong biét. Tinh hubng c6 hoi phtrc tap. Hién nay ho so vu an cho thiy bac si
Renault dugc goi 1a nhan ching cia t6i va ong ndy da khing dinh rang, theo 6ng ta thi nan nhan khong
chét vi bj dau doc bang xi-a-nit.”

Mason néu Ién, “Va ong bac si riéng clia ngai lai chang thé tim ra bang ching 1a ¢ keo socola
trong bao tir ctia ngudi chét?”

“To1 xin rat bac si Renault ra khéi buc nhan chirng va moi bac si Hoxie trd lai dé hoi ong ta mot
cau.”

Chanh an Siler, “Bén bién hd c6 phan doi khong?”

Mason mim cuoi, “Thua, khong phan d6i.”

“Mo1i bac si Renault bude xudng. Bac si Hoxie, moi bac si ra trude nhé? Bac si di tuyén thé xong.
To1 chi xin héi bac s mot cau thoi.”

Bac si Hoxie chirng chac budc 18n buc nhin ching. Nét mit ong hAm ham tirc gidn vi van dé
nghiép vu. Vandling hoi, “Béc s da nghe 161 ching cta bac si Renault?”

Bac si Hoxie xang giong, “Toi nghe rdi.”

“Béc si ¢6 gi nghi ngd vé nguyén nhan cai chét trong vu ndy khong?”

“Chang c6 gi nghi ngd ca. Ngudi dan ong ma toi xét nghiém tir thi kia di chét vi bi dau doc bang
Xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um.”



“C6 nghia 1a trong bao tir ctia nan nhan c6 du lugng xi-a-nit pd-tat-xi-um dé giy ra cai chét?”

“Thua vang.”

“Bay gid t6i xin hoi mdt cu khac. Cau hoi c6 hoi xa x6i va co 1& 1a hoi kinh mot ti. Co thé co
chuyén bom bao tir cia xac chét dé 1ay d6 ra khong?”

“Ay, tat nhién la c6 thé chir.”

“Puoc r6i. Co the ¢ chuyén bom mot thir gi khac vao bao tir ciia xac chét khong?”

Béc si Hoxie ngan ngir. Cubi cling 6ng néi, “Ngai mudn hoi xem t6i ¢ cho rang ¢ gi khac thudng
trong vu an nay?”

“T6i dang hoi bac si vé mot kha ning chung chung 1a nhu thé thoi.”

“T6i cho chuyén d6 ndi chung 13 ¢ thé cé. Tuy nhién, t6i xin phat biéu ¥ kién ca nhan 1a Ed.
Davenport di chét do tac hai cta chat xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um. Khong nhitng c6 chat doc dy ma cac triéu
ching ciing c6 nita, bang ching 13 c6 bot nudc dai mui dic biét, cac triéu ching chung. Theo y kién
cua riéng toi thi nan nhan da chét sau khi bao tir nhan mot luong Xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um rat 1on. Trude
khi chét, nan nhan d3 udng ruou lién tuc trong vong chu:ng mot tiéng déng hd. Nan nhan ciing di an
mon thit dAm véi trimg trude khi chét chirng mot tiéng.”

Vandling giai thich vo1 chanh an Siler, “Thua ngai chanh an, to1 dang cb gang nam céc thuc té trong
vu nay. T61 mudn tim ra mot giai phap cho tinh huéng xem ra c6 vé miu thuan.”

Béc si Hoxie noi, “Theo t6i thi chang c¢6 gi 1a mau thudn ca. Toi nghi 14 nan nhan di chét vi bi dau
doc bang xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um. Cac diéu kién co du ca day. Chat doc c6 day. Mot cach don gian thi
nan nhin d3 khong thé ndo song ndi sau khi da nudt phai s6 luong chit doc nhu t6i di tim thiy trong
bao tir. Tat ca cac diéu kién cho théy su dau doc béng xi-a-nit déu hoi d. Theo t6i, d6 1a nguyén nhan
iy ra cai chét, bat chip ai noi nguoc gi thi noi.”

Vandling hoi Mason, “Ong ¢6 can hoi gi thém dé chat van khong?”

Mason héi, “Béc si ¢6 nghi rang chat doc da dugc bo vao trong mot miéng keo khong?”

“T61 khong nghi nhu vay.”

“Y bac si mudn ndi 1a chat doc da khong duoc bo trong keo?”

“T6i khong nghi 1a chat doc da dugc bo vao trong keo. Toi nghi cai chét dén cuc nhanh va toi
khong thay bang ching cho thiy c6 keo, mic dau da rat can thin tim cho ra keo noi do 4n con tich trir
trong bao tr nan nhan.”

“Theo béc si thi chit doc da duoc st dung nhu thé nao?”

“T6i khong nghi rang né dugce bo trong d6 an. C6 18 nd duge hoa vao rugu uyt-xki, ¢ uych-xki
trong bao tir va rugu trong mau. Toi con mot gia thuyét khic néu 1én duoc mdt kha ning nhung toi thiy
khong can phat biéu ¢ day.”

Mason suy nghi k§ vé cau phat biéu nay mot luc, doan ndi, “Co phai gia thuyet néu ra 1a nan nhan
c6 thé d bi nguoi ta cho udng tron mét licu thube doc. .. 1am nhur thé 1a thude udng thudng vay d6?”

“Vang.”

“Chi thé thoi, thua bac si.” Mason mim cudi noi.

Vandling néi, giong hd hoi dic thing, “Xin c6 mot cAu hoi bo tic. Vay theo ¥ bac si, co kha ning 1a
bi can di cho Edward Davenport thir thuc doc nay dugc nguy trang 1a thudc udng, phai khong?”

“Khong.”

“Sao? To61 nghi la bac si vira noi chét xi-a-nit co thé dugc dem cho bénh nhan dung nhu thé 1a
thudc udng co ma.”

“Tbi c6 nodi thé, nhung khong phai 1a do ba Davenport, bai 1& ba ay khong ¢ trong phong du 1au dé
hanh dong. Toi cho 1a Edward Davenport song khong toi hai phat sau khi d4 dung phai chat doc d6.”

Vandling hoi Mason, “C6 can hoi gi dé chat van khong?”



Mason dap, “Chang cﬁn Ngai lam viéc tot 1dm. Xin tiép tuc... Ngai co sin cta ngon 16i, cir viée
co gang giai quyét cho gon.”

Vandling ndi, “T6i muon xin toa ngung phién xur mot luc. Bay gio da qua trua roi, thua ngai chanh
an. Toa van thuong hodn cho t6i hai gior chiéu, t6i ¢6 ¥ dinh xin toa cho hodn t§i bon gid chiéu nay.”

Chanh 4n Siler hoi, “Bén bién ho c6 phan doi gi khong?”

Mason dap, “T61 nghi 1a khong, x¢t theo hién tinh. That ra chung toi con ddng ¥ tiép tuc phién toa
xir dén sang ngay mai, vao lac muoi gio, néu bén cong t6 mudn.”

“To1 rat mudn nhu thé, mién sao diéu d6 duoc théa thuan chung. .. toi mudn bén bi can dua dé nghi
ra co.”

Mason dap ngay, “Tbi xin dé nghi nhu thé diy.”

Chanh an Siler phan quyét, “Pugc roi. Theo dé nghi ctia bén bi, vu an s& duoc tiép tuc lac mudi
gid sang ngdy mai. Bi can van bj giam. Toa tam dung lai & day.”

Vandling nhin sang Mason, “Day, t6i d3 duoc canh giac 1a coi chimg cé chuyén bat ngd khi cham
tran v4i ong, thé ma day lai 13 vu ky di nhat tdi chua timg gip trong nghé bao gid.”

Mason mim cudi, “Ngai dinh 1am gi day?”

Vandling noi, “T6i khong biét. Toi co thé budc ba ay ra toa, nhung xét theo 101 ching ciia bac si
Renault thi t6i chic con 1au mdi budc toi duge ba ay trude mot hdi dong thim phan.”

Mason néi, “ft ra thi ngai ciing da t6 ra thang thin day.”

Vandling néi, “C6 tim cach che giau véi ong thi ciing vo ich. Ong cling nhu t6i déu biét chuyén gi
s& xay ra néu tinh hudng cr dién bién nhu thé nay trude mit mot hoi dong tham phan.”

“Ngai co dinh hiy vu an khong?”

“T6i khong c6 ¥ dinh nhu thé. Toi di nhdm mat budc dai vao vu ndy. Toi thay c6 18 c6 thé dua vy
an ndy ra trudc hoi dong thim phan ma chang can goi bac si Renault ra 1am nhan ching va ép budc
chinh 6ng mo1 Ong ta lam nhan chirng cua 6ng co.”

Mason héi, “Thi c6 sao?”

Vandling khé giong, “Luc do 61 s& tn cong vao cai kha nang nghiép vu cua ong ta. Toi khong tin
rang 6ng ndy duoc gidi y khoa & day né trong cho ]am. Ong nay song ciing qua lang bang. Tuy 13 da gia
dan trong nghé, nhung Ong ta chi hanh nghé & Crampton mo1 trong vong ba nam nay thoi. To1 tin chic
rang ong ta da co 1an bi 16i thdi vé chuyén str dung thudc mé. D6 1a 1y do khién bac si Hoxie rét cong
phan khi nghi rang cac phat hién cua mmh lai bi mot nguoi ¢& nhu bac si Renault chang cao hon gi vé
dia vi nghé nghlep lai demra chit van.”

Mason no1, “Bac st Renault hinh nhu c6 ve qua quyét 1am ma.’

“Tat nhién, ong ay phai t0 ra qua quyét roi.”

Mason tiép, “Tét nhién 1a thé. Ong c6 xem cai canh xac ngudi lai tréo ra ngoai cira 6.’

Vandling cau may, “That la chuyén la lung. C6 1& c6 ngudi nao day cai xac qua cira s roi gia lam
nguoi chet To1 xin toa hoan phién xur qua lac khac vi t6i dd co phuong 4n trong tai. Ong sé& rat ngac
nhién néu biét dugc luc nay t6i da nghi gi.”

Mason ndi, “Ngai nghi gi thi toi khong thé biét that, nhung t6i xin cudc nim dong do-la 1a toi biét
ngai sap lam gi rdi.”

“Lam gi?”

“Ngai s& goi bién 1y & Los Angeles va dé nghi 1a c6 mdt sé van dé c6 tinh chit k¥ thuat dang lam
ngai mét tri trong vu an & day, cr hién tinh thi ngai thdy nén nho hdi dong tham phan & Los Angeles két
Myrna Davenport vé toi da giét Hortense Paxton va xtr ba iy & ngay tai dia phuong vé cai toi an d6
trudce tién.”

Vandling nga dau ra sau cuoi, “Ngudi ta da luu y t6i rang 6ng c6 kha ning tién liéu moi nudce co



cua to1. Théi xin phép nhé, t61 di goi dién thoai day.”

Trong lic Vandling budce ra. Mason quay sang nhan Vlen canh sat va néi, “Xin chd mot 14t, t6i can
héi y vo1 than chu trude khi ong dan ba ay vé nha giam.”

Mason cam céanh tay ctia Davenport, diu dén mot goc phong ving va néi, “Luc dy ba ¢ néi voi toi
gi nhi, c6 phai ba chua hé md hop keo phai khong?”

“Ong Mason 4, toi dang n6i sy that voi 6ng day. Toi chua bao gid mé hop keo 4y.”

Mason ndi, “D4au ngon tay con dinh ¢ keo ma.”

“C6 chd nhdm sao day. Nhirng dau tay d6 dau 1a cta t6i. Chung dugc nguy tao sao day thoi.”

Mason noi, “Van dé dau tay gia mao lau 1am cling c6 nghe xay ra, nhung theo chd 61 biét thi xua
nay chua tung c6 mot vu an mang nao con luu trir hd so cho thdy hoi dong tham phan lai khang dinh
rang diu tay cta bi can da duoc nguy tao mot cach thanh cong. Khong thé nhu thé khi cac dau tay d6
duoc luu lai dung chd. Khi ching da duoc mat di thi truong hop nay lai c6 mdt khia canh khac. Nhitng
dau vét nay nam dang chd co ma.”

Myrna Davenport cup mit xubng, ndi bang giong that khé, “Nhiing ddu tay d6 dau phai cta toi.
Khong thé nhu thé duge.”

“Vi ba khong mé hop keo chur gi?”

“Béi vi to1 dau ¢6 mo hdp keo.”

Sara Ansel tir ddy cudi phong ndy gid ngdi du phién toa xir, lac ndy simg suc budc t6i, “Ong
Mason, xin phép n6i chuyén vai 6ng mot chat.”

Mason git dau.

Ba nhin quanh canh ctra xoay va budc vao rao chan danh riéng cho cac nhan vién toa an.

“Ong Mason, t6i biét, biét mot cach chic chan 1a Myrna khong 1am nhitng chuyén nhu ho da noi
dau. Co nay khong cho Ed Davenport an mon thit trirng dau. Lic ching t61 ¢6 mit & do thi y dau c6 an
udng gi. Y chi con hoi tinh va khong noéi chuyén duge, con cd nay thi dau co6 vao phong luc bac si
Renault b6 di. Co ta...”

Myrna lanh Itng nhin Sara Ansel, no1, “bi di.”

Sara Ansel n6i, “Myrna cung o1, to1 dang tim cach gitp chadu day ma.”

Myrna dap, “Ba d3 1am du cach dé hai t6i r6i.”

“Myrna, chau ¢ hiéu diéu chau dang noi khong?”

“Sao lai khong hiéu.”

Sara Ansel n6i, “Chau khong hiéu ndi. Chau bi hoang va ndi néng rdi. Myrna cung o1, co biét tai
sao co dau tay cua chau trén keo rdi. Chau dua cho Ed mot hop keo dﬁy, thé déy. Chau bo hop do vao
trong va-li ctia nd. Nhung & phong chinh lai con c6 mot hop keo khac con lung. Hai c6 chau minh luc
ay ¢ an keo ma. O phong chinh nhu vy 14 ¢ hai hop keo, ca hai hop déu gan rong. Chéu tém vén hai
hop keo lung nay cho chac lai. Vi thé ma c6 dau tay cta chéu trén nhitng vién keo chau da cam. Chic
12 Ed 14y hop keo ma chau da don lai cho chic va ludn ca hop keo chéu bo trong va-li cua v.

"Thé 1a trong thoi gian & Paradise, chac y di an hdp keo chdu mi mua vé bo trong va-li cua y ma
trong ay con ¢ thém hop keo do chau da 14y keo & hai hop con lung kia dem don lai. C6 tin gin nhur
chic rang cai hop ma cac nhin vién canh sat ho co duoc chinh 1a cai hop chau di 1ay o hai hop ling
kia dem gom lai. C6 dam thé chac nhu thé day."

Khong néi véi Sara Ansel mot 101, Myrna quay sang nguoi canh sat, “Xin anh 1am on dua t61 tr¢
lai nha giam. T61 mét moi ldmroi...”

Nguoi canh sat din Myrna di. Sara Ansel quay sang Mason, sing so, “Day nhd, 6ng chiu ndi
khong? O day t6i ¢ gitip d& nd d6i chut thi lai bi doi xtr t& dén thé day.”

Mason néi, “Chac ba phai thira nhan 1a ba ciing da 1am du diéu dé gitip cac nha duong cudc & Los



Angeles dua ba Ay ra tdoa co ma.”

“P6 1a lac t6i ndi vat 1én d6 thédi... t0i con bé. N6 chua hé giét dén con sau con kién. An han that.
T6i 14y 1am 4n han vé nhitng chuyén minh d3 15, 6ng Mason &, nhung t6i nhat dinh khong quay lai dé
chia ma cho con kho d6 va dau. Chir sao, néu khong c6 toi thi tén Ed Davenport d3 tudc doat hét cua
n6 khong con 1dy mot xu co. Tén d6 nd s& cudm sach quy ctia con bé khién nd sé& chang con 1ay mot xu
dinh tii ngoai tién thang d6 nho giot cho nd, thé 1a sau ddy y bo né ludn. Gi chir cai tro Ay t6i biét qua
ma. Toi cling dd timg & gin gidi dan ong dé du strc hiéu ho ma.”

Mason hoi, “Ba c6 dinh ¢ lai day mot thot gian khong?”

“Tat nhién. Ong nghe ngai chanh an noi dy, t6i phai c6 mit & day.”

Mason no6i, “T6i c6 thé c6 chuyén can trao doi voi ba.”

“Pugc thoi, tim gip t61 ¢ khach san Fresno nhé.”

“Cam on. C6 thé toi s& gip lai ba ngay. Toi can hoi ba thém mot vai cau... vé nhitng miéng keo do

A



Chuong 12

Perry Mason, Paul Drake va Della Street hop mat tai phong cua Mason ¢ khach san California.

Mason 1én tiéng, “Nay, it ra chiing ta ciing dang lam cho tinh hinh sang t6 hon ddy chu.”

Paul Drake kéu 18n, “Sang to! Su viéc ctr r6i bung 18n, khién t6i chang con biét diu ddy mdi nho ra
sao nita. Ma gip ai khac 4t cling danh bo tay thoi.”

“Nay Paul oi! Theo hién tinh thi & 14 chi c6 mot ké duy nhat c6 kha ning giét Davenport thoi.”

Paul Drake hoi, “Ong mu6n noéi Myrna?”

Mason cudi, “Lam sao Myrna lai c6 muu toan giét Davenport dugc?”

Drake noi, “Cling dé thoi. Sau khi dén Crampton, co 4y co thé cho 6ng chong ngdn mot lugng xi-a-
nit po-tat-xi-um, roi goi bac si Renault dén cap curu.”

“Thé c6 ta dwa cai xac ra ngoai bang cich nao?”

“Bang cach nhd tén tong pham nao day chudn nhe cai xac ra ngodi ctra so, choang bo dd ngu co
chim d6 vao, roi nhay ra ngoai dang vao lic y biét chic c6 mot nhan ching ndo d6 dang nhin thay. ..
nhan ching nay dang dting & mot noi kha xa chi du trong thdy bong dang ma khong thé thay rd mat
nguoi tréo ra.’

Mason néi, “That hip dan Nhung lam sao ba a ay biét chong s& 6m luc dén Crampton?”

Drake noi, “Luc nao 6ng ay bi 6 omba ta deu can quan tam. Ba ta 1a mot ke tuy thoi. Ba chi viéc cho
chong uéng thudc ddc vi thiy ong 4y om. Ong ay bi 6m & Crampton, Fresno, Bakersfield, Paradise hay
& Timbuktu thi ba ta dau can biét toi.”

Mason no1, “Hay day. Nhung anh quén cai huyet roi nha. Lam cach nao ba Davenport biét c6 mot
cai huyét dang chd san ¢ ngoai thi tran kia dén nim cay s6?”

“La do ba ta da dao no.”

“Luc nao?”

“C6 1& ba ta da 1én chd Ay trude d6 mot tudn roi dao huyét, hay 1a bao tén dong 16a kia 1am chuyén
nay.”

Mason no6i, “Thé thi chic ba ta da biét 6ng chong s& bi dm ngay vao luc dén Crampton.”

Drake gai dau.

“Ay, t0i bi bi & cai ch6 d6 roi.”

Della Street hoi, “Ai1 da glet ong ay"”

Mason dap, “K¢é biét ong 4y s& bi 6m khi dén Crampton.”

“Nhung ai moi duge chi?”

“T6i c6 mdt ¥, nhung can phai kiém tra lai doi chut. Piéu c6 thé néi ra day 1a duy chi c6 mot nguoi
& vao tu thé biét duoc chuyén gi s& xdy ra thoi.”

Della Street hoi, “Ai1 vay?”

Mason no6i, “Hién gio thi t6i khong néi trude duge. Ching ta s& di tim thém bang chimg trong lac
ong ban cua ching ta 1a Talbert Vandling dang tranh luan véi ngai bién 1y & Los Angeles.”

“Tranh luan?”” Drake hoi lai.

“Tat nhién roi. Pung twong 1a bién 1y & Los Angeles sot sang 1anh vu an nay dau.”



“Sao lai khong?”

“Béi 18 Fresno 1a noi khai t6. Noi d6 da cho 1énh budc toi Myrna Davenport roi lai bong co voi
khi thiy cac thuc € tréi han. Néu nhu bién 1y & Los Angeles ma két dugc ba nay vé t0i gi da pham ¢
Fresno, du 1a to1 dong 16a, hay vé t0i dd vo ¥ cho nan nhan uong phai thubc doc di nira, thi chi viéc
dua ba ta ra truy t6 vé t6i muu sat Hortense Paxton ciing du khién 6 ong ta ming ron r6i. Thé 1a khi ba
nay budc ra vanh mong ngura, dng ta s€ budc t01 ba, trung bang c6 rang ba nay da ting bi két an c6 toi
trong va cho moi ngudi biét d6 13 toi gi. Sau dy thi ba nay hét duong thoat.

"Cir theo hién tinh thi bién 1y & Los Angeles c6 thé ching minh rang Hortense Paxton bi chét vi
thube doc, Myrna Davenport & vao thé tht 1gi nho cai chét cua co nay. Myrna c6 san mot it thudc doc
trong nha, ba ¢b tim cach gidu thudc d6 sau khi nghe tin xac ciia ¢6 nay dang dugc khai quat dé xét
Ilghj ém."

Drake no6i, “That la gay go.”

Mason dap, “Gay go 1a bdi day dau phai 1a mot vu xir chung tham. Méi ndm dugc mot hay hai yéu
t6 nita thi ho da yén chi 1a két an duoc roi. Mit khac, bén b can lai chi cin ¢ méot hay hai yéu t6 nita
c0 lo1 cho minh thi toa chi con c6 nudc dinh xir.”

“Ong nam dugc nhitng yéu t6 gi ¢6 1oi cho bi can?”

Mason cudi, “Viéc dau doc Ed Davenport.”

“Y ong nhu thé nio?”

“Ké dau doc 6ng nay chic chin 1 ké da dau doc Hortense Paxton.”

Drake hoi, “Ong c6 thé dua diéu nay ra trude toa khong?”

“Trong cac truong hop khac thi vién bién 1y s& tim cach lam nhu thé. Néu 6ng ta cho 1a c6 thé
ching minh rang Myrna c6 tdi, thi 6ng ta s& dung don phap cii 1a chirng minh nhirng hanh dong t01 ac
ndy déu rap khuon vO1 cac t01 ac khac. Theo hién tinh, thi bén bi can lai cho rang phia minh c6 quyen
dua ra toa cac thuc té clng bang cach ay. It ra 1a bén bi can c6 thé tim cach dua thuc té d6 ra va néu
bén cong to ddu tranh dé bac bo chung thi hoi dong tham phan s& nghi ngoi hét toan bo, do d6 s& khong
két 4nbi can.”

Drake néi, “Nhu vy thi bién 1y & Los Angeles s& noi cho Vandling biét 1a 6ng da khdi t6 va ctr
viéc tién hanh cung két thic vu an.”

Mason gat dau. Drake hoi, “Luc d6 Vandling s& lam gi?”

“Tim thém bang ching. Néu khong 1am thé thi phai bo viéce truy t5.”

“Ta1 sao?”

Mason dap, “Hay nhin sy viéc theo huéng nay. Myrna Davenport bo keo vao trong cai xic cua
chong. Keo dy co bo chat doc. No chira ac-x€-nit va xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um. Bac si Renault da thé thdt
1a chinh Davenport c6 bao voi ong ta rang y ¢6 nhirng triéu ching bi dau doc bang ac-xé-nit, nhung y
khong chét vi chat xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um. Ong bac si khong khang khang cho rang, theo chd ong ta biét
thi Davenport da co nhing tri¢u ching bi dau doc bang ac-xé-nit. Ong ta chi biét dua theo 10i
Davenport noi voi minh thoi, va nhu the chi 1a nghe no1, khong thé ~cong nhan dugc.

"Con béac si Hoxie thi nhat quyét rang Davenport chic chin chét vi bj dau doc bang xi-a-nit po-tat-
xi-um, con keo thi 6ng ta khong tim ra dau tich nao trong bao tir. Vi 1€ do, nan nhan khong thé chét vi
an keo ¢6 thube doc. Cai c6 duy nhit ma nguo1 ta co thé budc toi ba Davenport vao lai 1a keo co chat
doc."

Drake hoi, “Vay ching ta lam gi bay gio?”

Mason dap, “Lai xe ra dén tin chd cai huyét gin Crampton dé tim cho ra céi nay.”

“Tim kiém cai gi vay?”

“Chd c6 mot chiéc xe sau banh dd.”



“MOot chiéc xe sdu banh?”

“Pung thé.”

“Y 6ng bao sao?”

“Mot 6-t0 bon banh véi mot xe dudi hai banh.”

“Tb6i chua hiéu.”

Mason ndi tiép, “Sau day chung ta s& c6 tim cho ra Mabel Norge.”

“Ta1 sao?”

“Vi chiing ta can chit van ¢6 nay?”

“Lam cach nao kiémra c6 nay?”

Mason no1, “Anh dé nghe ta nhan dang ré)i Cao, toc nau, tudi him bay ham tam, map map nhung
khong ning né, mit mau xam tro, 16ng may ngan duoc ké bat chi den. Pé tim duoc ¢b nay, anh phai di
1én San Barnardine vao khip cac khach san va quan tro. Ciing can cho nguoi lién hé véi bién 1y &
quin Butte va tim cach bat duoc dudng ddy lién lac ngay voi van phong cta dng nay.”

“Sao phai nhu thé a?”

“Téi tin c6 ndy sé& lién lac véi 6ng ay.”

“Tai sao vay? Sao 6ng lai co y nghi nhu thé?”

“Boi 1& ¢6 Ay khong muén 1am ké chay trén, dé bi hiéu nham nay kia vi 15i vang mit. To6i chic co
ay s& dién thoai cho bién 1y quan bao cho 6ng ta biét chd tro cua minh dé dé 1ién hé nhung lai yéu cau
kin dia chi ay.”

Drake hoi, “Ong nghi 12 bién 1y quan ¢ Butte s& bao vé c6 nay?”

“T61 nghi 1a nhu vay.”

“Ta1 sao?”

“Boi ong Ay dung ¢6 ndy 1am con mdi hay 13 mot 14 bai thi dé co dip dung téi, nhu thé s& phu hop
v6i muc dich cua ong ta hon. Hon nira, néu chi mdi ong ta méi biét chd ¢ ndy tro thi 6ng ta lai cang
manh tay hon.”

Drake tho dai, “Pong ¥ thoi. Bay gio thi 6ng can toi lam gi day?”

Mason ndi, “Ngay luc ndy, anh b tri ngudi theo doi khap thi tran San Barnardine. Toi mudn tim
cho ra c6 Mabel Norge. T6i déc biét quan tam la khong mudn lam cho c¢6 ay mat himg thu. Diéu uéc
doan co gia tri nhat ctia toi 1a o ay da goi hay s& goi dién thoai cho bién ly ¢ quan Butte. Ong nay sé&
bdo co ta & lai tai chd. Toi chang mubn ai biét ching ta dang lung c6 nay. Piing dé cho cong viée nay
trg thanh qua kho khin. Nguoi dén ¢ quan tro thuong 1a khach luu dong chot dén chot di. Ho dén &
mot ngay théi. Mot phu nit dep quyén rii nhu thé ma ¢ phong tro 1au s& khién thién ha nhom ngo.”

“Pdng y. Con gi nita khong?”

“Tbi va ¢6 Della Street s& di t6i chd cai huyét dé do la quanh quat xem sao. Chiing t6i s& quay trd
lai ngay sau khi anh da to chtrc ngudi bam sat k§ quan tro San Barnardine.”

Drake noi, “Con ba Sara Ansel thi sao? May hom nay ba ta ctr dén lam kho 61, di tim i cho ky
duoc, cir phan bua rang bé ta cu XUt véi Myrna nhu mdt ngudi ban chi tinh va mudn 1am lanh moi
chuyén dang tiéc di xay ra.’

Mason noi, “Thay ké ba a ay, cu de cho mot minh ba ta ngdm dang nubt cay vay.”

Drake cuoi, dap lai, “The thi tot qua roi, nhung toi 1am cach ndo dé ba Ay budng tha cho tdi nho.”

“Co 1€ anh cur lay cai vo giang xudng dau ba ta mot cai that manh thdi. Nao, Della, ta di thoi.”

Mason va Della cing budc ra khoi khach san, cho xe chay thang téi Crampton, bé ngodt theo con
16 ¢6 chi dan trén cac ban do do Vandling cho xem, dén tan chd cai huyét.

Tai day d3 c6 mot s6 ngudi hiéu sy dén noi trude. Dau xe dd van con so s& & d6, nhitng dng dung
phim cho thdy sb luong anh ctia khach chup hinh nghiép du, hing td dau chan dén gidm trén 16p dat



chung quanh cai huyét can.

Mason néi v6i Della Street, “Della, néu gia thuyet cua to1 dung, thi ngay cach cho nay khong xa, co
mot chiéc xe 6-t0 V01 xe dudi dén dd. Cach day chic co6 1& di hai ba hom. T6i mudn tim & chd chiée
xe Ay d0 xem sao.”

Della Street nhudng doi may, “Néu gia thuyét ctia ong ma dung?”

“Phai.”

“Gia thuyét 4y ra sao, t0i biét duoc khong?”

Mason no1, “Thoi khoan da, Della nhé. Pung doat thanh tich cua t61 chir.”

“Y 6ng bao sao?”

“Néu nhu két cuc cho thdy t6i dung thi luc Ay t6i s& néu cho Paul Drake rd nhitng budc suy luin
vira gian don vira so déng, lam to su viéc c6 tinh chit bat budc 1a mot sb cac bién cd tit nhién da phai
diénra theo mot trat tu nhét dinh.”

“Con néu 6ng sai?”

“Néu sai thi t61 dau c6 cho xem trude gia thuyét ctia minh. T61 c6 thé noi vo thuong vo phat: “Nay,
t6i ¢6 sdn mot gia thuyét, nhung hinh nhur thiéu co s& thue t€ nén khoi mat thi gio nhic t6i nd nita”.”

Della Street noi, “Vi Paul Drake ma dng noi thé thi ciing dugc di, nhung con toi chic 1& phai khac
chua?”

Mason dap, “Pung 1a nhu thé. V&i Della t6i mudn gy mot an tuong con dep hon 1a dbi voi Paul
Drake nira co.”

“Ong khoi 1am. Ong d 1am nhur thé rdi ma.”

“Della a, diu sao thi c6 ciing dirng nén mong nha ao thuit noéi cho minh biét 1 s& dién trd ra sao
khi anh ta chua biéu dién. Lam thé s& mt tit ca cai hay ho, bi mat cua trd choi roi.”

Della Street noi, “Mat hét cai bi mat thi dau c6 1am mét cai hay ho, nhung néu 6ng mudn t6i cong
tac, di rao quanh khap ving nay dé tim cho ra chd cé chiéc xe dudi db, thi nén cho toi biét 1y do da
nao.”

“Hay nhin sy viéc theo cach nay nhé, Della. Toan b 4m muru trong vu ndy cha yéu xoay quanh yéu
t6 thue té 13, mot ké ndo chic chin sé biét Edward Davenport sép bi 6m kich liét khi vira ra khoi thi
tran Fresno, ltic dén Crampton thi dng ndy s& bi 6m ning t6i mirc c6 1& khong con tiép tuc chuyén di
duoc nira. Lic do, ong nay s€ phai vao mét quan tro va moi bac si dén. Néu khong dung nhu thé thi tat
khong | thé xay ra an mang. Khong thé ndo c6 y dd muru sat, it nhat lai t6i cai mirc da t6 chic dao huyét
san, néu khong theo cach y.”

“Pjéu ndy dung. Ong chu ciing dd ¢6 1an ndi nhu vay roi.”

Mason néi, “Vay thi con ngudi d6 13 ai? Ai dich thi 1a nhan vat duy nhat da c6 thé biét trude rang
Davenport s& bi 6m tai noi chd va ngy gio cu thé nhu thé?”

Della Street hoi do, “Mabel Norge, c6 thu ky?”

Mason cuoi1 16n, “Toi da cho co théy tat ca dau hiéu truy lung thu pham ma t6i dinh sau ndy méi
noi ra. Della a. C6 tim cho ra chd chiéc xe dudi kia dd bén suon phia dong ngon do6i nay. Toi s€ tim
k¥ & suon phia tiy. Pung bo di dau xa nhé. Dung di qua tim goi cua toi day. N6 phai & quanh quét dau
day, chtrng mot tram rudi to1 hai tram met thoi. Neu khong thdy ai hay nghi 14 c6 nguoi theo ddi minh
thi dung ngai nhé, ctr viéc hu 1én mot tleng cho vui.”

“Tbi s& dé ¥ nghe.”

Della Street ngan ngir mot ltc.

“Khong con ¢ thém dau hiéu chi dan nao nita sao?”

“Khong con, trir phi ¢d tir tim ra. Nghi xem néu tdi ¢6 ¥ dinh xach mot con tho ra khoi cai nén o
thuat thi dai gi toi lai mudn thdy khan gia ngap ngay trudc mit minh. Toi cam thdy khoai tra vo cung,



Della a.”

“Ong lam nhu minh 1a ké hep bung vay.” Della ni xong quay di, budc xudng ddi va tién vao mot
dam bui ram.

Mason chd mét ltc, roi ciing budc xudng theo nga phia bén kia, cham rai di theo duong chir chi,
vira di vira tim dau banh xe.

Mudi lam phut sau, 6ng quay Ién d6i, huyt sdo goi Della Street.

Cho mdt ltc hoi 1au, thdy bon chon khong yén, 6ng vira toan di xudng thi chot nghe tiéng goi cach
mot quang kha xa.

Mason lai huyt séo mot 1an nita, r6i buon ba di bang qua dam cay. Cudi cung, 6ng tim ra ddu chan
ctia Della Street, 6ng lai huyt sdo va nghe tiéng dap ctia nang.

Mason di mot quing chirng nim chuc mét, lai huyt séo, lai nghe co tiéng goi dap cua nang, 6ng ndi,
“Troi oi, Della, t6i dau can c6 di xa nhu thé. Ld ¢6 chuyén gi xay ra thi sao...”

Della Street ndi, “Toi dang dudi theo mot ddu xe con méi.”

Mason v0i chay lai. Della Street chi cho 6ng théy dau xe in dudi dit mém.

Mason khé kéu 1én, “O... 6

Della Street noi, “Pay 1a ddu xe Jep. C6 lién quan gi khong?”

“C6 thé.”

“Thé nay thi c6 can tim ddu xe dudi nita khong?”

“Khong rd. Chac 1a khong. Hay di theo ddu xe nay xem sao.”

“Hudng nao?”

“C6 tim thdy dau xe & chd ndo vao lac dau?”

“Trong khoang. .. ching rd... chirng hon ba chuc mét cach doi, c6 18 vay.”

“Puoc r6i, chung ta hiy di theo ddu xe nay tir chin doi ma ra.”

Mason va Della di theo dau xe chirng ba muoi mét, r6i bdng dén mot khoang dat trong trong 1im
cdy. Tai day c6 mot 16i tuy khong rd rang nhung dé di dan ra phia xa 16. Pay d6 c6 mot bai dat dugc
phat quang, 16 rang 1a chd danh cho mot chiéc xe dudi dd.

Cac dau banh xe in ranh ranh, lai con ¢ mdt cai hd con dao & dudi dat, bi nude tir mot chd lan &
ngay phia sau banh xe bén trai chay thoat xubng 1am sach nhin.

Della Street khé cti Xuong Nang noi, “Tuyét lam, ong chu o1. Bay gio thi 6ng da 161 con tho ra
khoi cai nén ao thuat réi day. Ong di timra dia diém cua chiéc xe dudi dimng lai ddy. Bay gio ta lam gi
nao?”

Mason noi.

“Bay gi0 ta phai can than danh dau chd nay. Chung ta quay vé Fresno. Yéu cau Paul Drake chon
mot s6 nhan vién min can tinh mét nhét, ching ta s& dua ho tdi day va lung soat khap khu vuc nay that
k¥, ghi hét g tang vat.”

“Tang vat?” Della Street hoi.

Mason dua tay chi vao dong lon nhom rdng va noéi, “Tat ca. Ting vat mot. Ching ta can c6 mot
bang ké day du trude khi chd nay bi mat ddu tich.”

“Thé chung ta c6 thé 1am bang ké trong khi dang c6 mit & day khong dugc sao?”

Mason bao nang, “Chiing ta con 1am viéc khac. Trong vong mot tiéng nita ching ta phai di San
Barnardine ngay.”

Della Street noi, “Nhung sau khi 6ng di 1am choang mat thién ha mot cach ky diéu bang cach trd
tai 16i con tho ra khoi non thi ong cling vui long cho thién ha biét lam sao lai c6 con thd & trong cai
non chu?”

Mason noéi, “Co6 da tra 101 cau to1 hoéi dau.”



“Caugi?”

“Ai 1a thu pham? Ai dich thi 1a ké di c6 thé biét dugc Davenport s& di khoi Fresno vao khoang
bay gid sang va thé ndo ciing bi 6m tram trong vira luc 1ai xe di, va téi khi dén Crampton thi 6ng nay
s& bi 6m liét khong di duoc nira, phai leo 1én giwdng nam va cho moi bac si t6i?”

Della Street noi, “Lam gi ¢6 ké nhu vay. Khong lam gi ¢6.”

“Néu thé thi 1am gi ¢6 vu muu sat 6 chi muru.”

“Ay thé ma lai c6... mdi la chir. Ong chu &, cai huyét di duoc ddo sin cach d6 hai ba ngdy. Day 1a
hanh dong toi ac cuc ky tinh tdo, cuc ky doc ac, khong thé tuong. Qua thé, néu cai huyét duoc dao 1a
dé chon Ed Davenport.”

Mason néi, “Ding nhu vay. Théi di, Della. Chiing ta s€ quay tr& lai Fresno. Chiing ta s€ thué mot
may bay t6i San Barnardine sau. Luc dén noi thi nhan vién ctia Paul Drake cling di tim ra chd ciia
Mabel Norge rdi.”

“Thé con néu ho khong tim ra?”

“Néu khong thi chiing ta danh ty thir tim 14y. Nhung theo t6i thi ho d4 tim ra rdi. Trong khi cho dot,
chiing ta s& tim cach cho dam nhan vién ctia Paul Drake 1am viéc quynh 18n, luc tim ting tic dat & khu
vuc ngoai ndy, im cho duoc cic dau hiéu phat hién. Nay nhé, vi du hdy ci dé ¥ nhirng cai lon nay
xem. Day, c6 mot cai lon dung dau him. N6 dugc md that gon ghd bang mot cai md dd hdp cit quanh
mép lon duong cat that tron tru dep mét va 1am bay hin nap mdt cach gon gang. Co6 hiy nhin bén trong
xem.”

“Co gi la khong?”

“Sd hat dau con sot d3 bi kho va cung lai.”

“Co nghia 13 cai lon dd ndm day kha 1au ngay?”

“C6 18 mot tuan 18 hodc muoi ngly roi.”

“Nha 4o thuat bac thay oi! Thé 1a t6i biét vai tro ctia toi roi day. Toi dugc thiy phan cong mic mot
cai vay ngan ciin cdn bo dd that bo sat, roi dimg cii minh va twoi cudi nhé, rdi 1am ra vé kinh hoang
khi thay 16i con tho ra khoi cai non. D6 1a vai trd cua tay tro dién cho thiy 4o thuat chir gi?”

Mason néi, “DPung. Cur chi b0 tich cta c6 ta sé danh lac hudng cht y cua ddm khan gia.”

Della Street hoi mot cach nhdn nho, “Nhung khong phai 1a cua nha do thuat cha?”

Mason nhugng b, “Da61 1ic chinh nha 4o thuat cling bi nira déy.”



Chuong 13

Mat troi chiéu dang xudng thap trong lac chiéc may bay Mason thué luon qua ving cao nguyén.

Duéi kia, sa mac trai dai vo tan. Nhitng cay cha la giéng A Rép cao vit mang vé ky di trai nhiing
bong dai ¢ goc canh. Phia bén phai 1a nhirng dinh nti tuyét sang ruc 1én mot mau hong duéi cac tia
nang chiéu nghiéng ctia mit troi dang 1in. Gidy 14t sau ving dat sa mac thut 1ui nhuong chd cho nhirng
nfli non vuon minh véi nhitng dinh cao, v& nhitng dudng nét gy nhd 1én d6 xudng, chay dai dén chd
céc ngon rop bong thong xanh sim mau. Mot mit ho 16e sang hién ra, chung quanh 13 nhitng toa nha
sang trong. Mot con dudng rai nhua chay quanh hd. Trong bong rimng thong day dic lac dac nhirng ngdi
nha an hién.

Thoang cai, toan thé ving qué nhu bién mit va dudi thung liing xa, thi tran San Barnardine hién ra
v6i nhirng con dudng dai vt thang bang va nhitng ngdi nha trong tya nhing thoi duong trang cham trd
c6 lop mai hong, duoc nhin qua 16p kinh & dang dudi kinh vién vong. Toan canh phd xa nha ctra duoc
phdi tri trong that gon gang, dep mat.

May bay nghiéng han. Vién phi céng phan bua, “Ttr phi cang chd t0i mubn dap dén thi tran xa toi
dim bay cay sb co.”

Mason dap, “Pugc thoi. Ching t61 s€ thué xe.”

Anh dén dudi thung liing bat dau sang. Vién phi cong cho may bay ludt qua vuon cam va cac khu
trai tri mat sau day anh cho may bay chay vao bai d6. Anh ta n6i, “Ti nay toi khong thé dua cac vi vé
duoc. Toi chua dugc cip gidy bay dém.”

Mason n6i véi anh ta, “Khong sao. Chung to1 s€ tu li¢u, dung lo gi ca.”

Mason tra tién cho vién phi cong, va don xe tac xi tim dén chd c6 thé thué 6-td, roi ong goi dién
thoai theo sb Paul Drake d3 cho va tu g1 thiéu.

Nhan vién tryc may noi, “Ong gip may qua. Ching t6i da tim ra ddi twong ctia dng cach day chirng
hai muoi phat.”

“Co ta ¢ dau?”

“Tai khach san Antlers (Gac Nai) va day 1a diém quan trong.”

“Gi day?”

“Co Ay dang ky thué khach san véi cai tén 1a Mabel Davenport.”

Mason néi, “Tét lam. Cac anh canh ching c6 ta ddy chir?”

“Vang. C6 & di ra ngoai gan sudt budi chiéu. Chung toi tim ra chd mot 14t sau thi & vé. Hién dang &
trong phong.”

“Céc anh c¢6 cho nguoi tic truc & ddy khong?”

“Coa.”

“Lam cach nao nhan ra nguo1 nay?”

“Bo d6 xam, trac ba muoi 1dm, cao chung mot mét tdm lam, ndng tam muoi lam ky, ca vat xanh do
gin nat kep hinh méng ngwa bang vang.”

“Tét. Anh ta chd chung t6i dén chir?”

“Anh 4y chd céc vi dén. Anh 4y s& bit lién lac v&i toi trong vai phut tdi va t6i s& bao cho anh ta



biét nhur the.”

“Tbt” Mason ndi va gac may “Nay, Della, ching ta timra chd c6 4 roi.”

Co 4 hién dang ¢ khach san Antlers, v&i cai tén gid 1a Mabel Davenport.

“Cé phai do la Mabel Norge, co6 thu ky?”

Mason gat dau.

Della néi, “Con ngudi duy nhit c6 thé biét Ed Davenport sap bi dm ngay sau khi di khoi Fresno.”

Mason hoi, “Co6 nay lam sao biét duoc chuyén d6?”

“Chang 18& toi phai doc 1én cho 6ng nghe sao? Co & di xe xubng tin Fresno voi ong ta. Toi hom do
¢ 4 & tai quan tro. Trudc khi 6ng ta ra di vao lic sang ngay hom do, c6 a thiy 6ng ta udng phai mot
thir gi day sé& khién ong ta bi dm kich liét va...”

Mason ndi, “Nhung 6ng ta dau c6 dang ky tro c6 phy nit di theo. Néu c6 mot phy nit nio ¢ lai quan
tro dém hom Ay thi ong ta tat phai ding ky vdi cai tén Frank L. Stanton va vo. Dang ndy ong ta 14i xe
di chi mot minh va...”

“Va ong ta co tiép mot ngudi khach.” Della noi.

“Dling thé.”

“Va sau khi nguoi khach nay ra vé, Mabel Norge tim dén véi 6ng ta. C6 & di chd san tir trude.”

“C6 nghf rang co ta da dau doc ong ay?”

“D6 1a cai khoan t6i chua hiéu ndi. Chic chin ¢6 a trude d6 da cho ong ta udng mot thir gi day
khién 6ng ta bi bénh.”

“Dung vao luc 6ng éy sap di?”

“Pung luc ong ay sap di trong bu01 sang.”

Mason noéi, “Néu nhu thé thi tat nhién 6ng ta lai de nay khuynh hudng hodc 1a quay tro lai Va cho
moi béac si & Fresno t6i, hodc 13 ctr tiép tuc di rdi bi dm tai Crampton, noi co cai huyét chd sin.”

Della thd dai, “Chac phai doi t6i luc nao ong tim thdy huéng méi cho tdi duoc rd thoi.”

“Tbi s& cho ¢6 rd ngay khi vira biét, Della a. Con lac ndy, t6i chi mdi co gia thuyét. .. thé thoi.”

“Thdi, xin ngai dimg c6 im im nhu phdng vay. Theo gia thuyét cua ong thi chi mot ké duy nhat biét
ong ay thé nao ciing bi bénh luc mdi di khoi Fresno va t6i duge Crampton 1a dung. Troi!... Ong
khong. .. 6ng khong dinh 4m chi ngudi d6 chinh 1a Ed Davenport day chi?”

“Pich thi 6ng ta.”

“Nhung tai sao? Tai sao ong ay lai mudn...

Mason ndi, “Chung ta s& duoc giai dap mot sb thic mic trong vong vai phut néu Mabel Norge chiu
ndi chuyén, ma theo hién tinh t6i c6 cam giac 1a c6 a s& néi. Van dé hoi ric roi cho c6 a 1a khi ching
ta nhdy vao va phat hién c¢6 4 dang ky tro véi cai tén Mabel Davenport.”

“Ong c6 y bao 1a chinh Ed Davenport dé lap muu ty y mac bénh dé...

“Ed Davenport la ke doc nhat c6 thé blet mot cach chic chin, dung dan va tuyet d6i, rang minh s&
bi 6m & Crampton... co nghia la, Della, néu nhu 4m mu:u nay da cé san tur trude.”

“Phai, am muu da co san, bo1 vi ¢6 cai huyét do roi.’

Mason ndi, “ft ra d6 1a gia thuyét bén cong td dua ra.’

Della Street im ling mot ltc, ¢ doan hiéu su viéc. Mot 14t nang lac dau va ndi, “Su viée qua ddi
kho hiéu.”

Mason béo rang, “Theo t6i, ching ta s& nhin dugc mot sd tin tirc giup gd duoc bai toan cuc ky kho
ndy. Della a, ¢ hiy nhé cu dién thoai chung ta nghe duoc & Paradise. Ngudi goi khong yéu cau cho
biét ngudi nghe dién thoai 1 ai. Co vira ndi 'A 16" thi y da cho tin vé khach san & San Barnardine, roi
gac may.”

Della noi, “T6i hiéu, thé roi sau ddy Mabel Norge da tat qua ngoi nha & Paradise, khong phai don



gian chi vi lic ay 4 14i xe tinh c& di ngang qua ma vi ¢d 4 c6 y chd nghe dién thoai bao cho biét 1a ¢
a s€ di dau.”

“Pung nhu thé.”

“Va vi ¢6 4 khong nhan duoc cu dién thoai 4y nén cd a chang biét di dau... nhung co a ciing biét 1a
dau chirng & San Barnardine, do d6 ¢6 a dd di San Barnardine va chd ¢ day.”

“Pung nhu thé.”

“Nhung sao co a lai khong quay vé Paradise sau khi chung ta di khoi va...?”

Mason no6i, “Co 1€ co6 chu. Co ta quay tré lai, cho nghe dién thoai nhung khong c6. Ly do khong co
dién thoai goi t6i 1a boi ¢ dd nghe ct dién thoai Ay trude d6 roi. C6 18 da c6 nhirng 101 din du phong
trudc. Néu Mabel khong nhian dugc ca dién thoai vao luc d6 nhu da an dinh, gia du 1a vao nira dém,
thi ¢6 ta cr viéc di dén tro tai khach san Antlers véi cai tén Mabel Davenport va cho chi thi ¢ déy.”

“Nhung diéu ndy lam sao giai thich chuyén c6 4 da bién tha tién...?”

“Ai n6i co ay bién thu?”

“Thoi, co a rut gﬁn hét sach tién tai Paradise rdi bién mat.”

Mason néi, “Thé 1a chinh xac. D6 khong phai 1a bién thu.”

“Ay, t0i c6 cam twdng nhu vay thoi.”

“Chung ta chd xem Mabel Norge tra 101 ra sao vé chuyén niy.”

Mason dd xe tai bii dau bén canh khach san Antlers, tién vao phong tiép. Ong d& dang nhdn ra ga
dan ong mic bo do tdy mau xam, that ca vat xanh d6. Ngudi nay tir trude da ding canh quiy thuoc 14,
ung dung budc lai gan Mason va néi, “Co nang dang & trong ctra hang ca phé, vira vao an téi. Ong
nhan ra dugc khong?”

Mason gat dau.

“Ong c6 cho toi lac ¢o ta ra, hay...?”

Mason cuot, dap, “Khoi. Ching t61 s€ cung dung bira vo1 ¢o ay.”

“Duoc 16i. Ong c6 can toi ¢ lai cong tac khong?”

“Chac 1a can. Nao, Della, ching ta vao thim nang Mabel.”

Vién tham tir ndi, “Co ay & phong thir hai, bén tay phai, ngdi mdt minh.”

“Tét, ching t6i s& dén.”

Mason m¢d canh ctra tu dong cho Della Street budc qua. Ho di vao trong nha hang, ré sang tay
phai. Dot nhién Mason dirng lai, noi, “Nay, ndy, Della, nguoi quen kia rdi.”

Mabel Norge dang cham chii doc tim mon an trén tim thuc don, ltic dy nhin 1én tréng c6 vé thic
méc, b5ng cap mit co ta hién nét thang thdt. Co noi giong lanh bang, “Chao.”

Mason tién lai va dua tay ra, “A, c6 Mabel Norge manh gioi chir? Toi nghe c6 dén day.”

“Ong nghe t6i & day?” Mabel Norge hoi lai, sau mdt thoang ngan ngir, dua tay ra bat.

Mason noéi, “Vang, dang nhu vay. Co co bdo cho dia phuong & quan Butte biét roi, phai vay
khong?”

Mat c6 gai do ung, “Ho da dugc can dan la dung noi cho ai hay co ma.”

Mot cach thoai mai va rat ty nhién, Mason dén ngé)i dbi dién véi cb ta, con Della Street thi kh&
khang dén ngdi canh ong.

Mason noi, “That may min dugc gap cO ¢ chd ¢6 thé noi chuyén thoai mai...”

“T6i dau c6 mudn ndi chuyén.”

“Nhu vay thi ¢6 18 can phai bao cho béo chi biét thoi, Della a.” Mason noi Della Street.

Mabel Norge nhéc lai, “Béo chi?”

“Thi tat nhién thoi. C6 dau c6 nam vitng nhitng dién bién tai dja phuwong ctia minh. C6 1a mdt c¢o gai
duoc thién ha di tim qua chung,.”



Mabel Norge can mdi dot ngdt noi.

“Ong Mason, t6i chang c6 gi dé ban véi 6ng ca. Toi dén day dé an. Toi khong mudn ray ra dau.”

Mason noi, “To1 chép nhan nhu thé. Della, 201 bao chi lai day. Tim cho ra ai 1a dai di¢n cua thong
tAn AP va ai 1a dai dién ctia UP. Chung ta s& nho cac tram dién thoai dé lam viéc nay...”

“Ong Mason, t6i da bao v&i ong rang t6i khéng mudn ray ra co ma.”

Mason noi1, “Nguoi ta dau ké toi chuyén éy trong mOt vu an mang, nhét 1a khi béo chi da bat dau
s0i noi.”

“Nhung t61 c6 lién can gi t61 chuyén d4n mang nao dau?”

“C6 18 ¢6 nghi nhu thé thoi, nhung thuc € lai khac han.”

“Chang c6 thuc té nao khic ca. Toi lam nhitng gi theo 101 din do cu thé cua sép t6i.”

Mason n6i, “Tat nhién thoi. Nhung 101 dan do cu thé ciia sép co gio ddy lai sap bién thanh bang
churng trong vu an.”

Mabel Norge noi, Ong Halder c6 tin cho t6i biét 1a chuyén 4y ching c6 g rac roi ca.’

Mason cudi 16n, “Ong Halder 13 ding & vanh ngoai, ong dau c6 hay biét ngay ca nhu’ng gi dang
xay ra. Hién gio bién ly tai Fresno 1a 6ng Vandhng 1a nguo1 dang xtr vu an nay. CO6 cr viéc dién thoai
cho ong 4y tirc khac dé biét 6ng dy can noi gi.”

Mabel Norge nin thinh. Mason noi voi Della Street, “Nay Della, rd rang c6 nay khong tin nhitng gi
t61 vira néi. C6 phong dién thoai & dudi canh budng ¢6 thu ngén, cd hiy goi 6ng Vandling néi chuyén.
Noi voi ong ay rang c6 Mabel Norge ¢ ddy dang ky tro véi tén gia va hoi ¥ 6ng mudn xir 1y nhu thé
nao. Co 18 t6t hon hét 1a nén dé 6ng 4y nhd canh sat dia phuong 1am viéc, cac anh nhd bao co thé 1ay
tin & Cuc canh sat dia phuong nay théi.”

Della Street dirng 1€n. Mason hoi, “Co du tién him 1dm xu ddy khong?”

“Tbi c6 thé 1ay ¢ chd thu ngan cung dugc.”

“Tét day, lién lac véi ong ay va..

“DPung” Mabel Norge noi va bong nhién bat khoc.

Mason noi, “Khoan, khoan da! Chung t61 dau co y trin ap ¢0, c6 Norge, nhung ma, tro1 o1, ¢ co
thé nhan ra bao diéu tiém an ma gian don trong vu ndy. Co biét 6ng Vandling s& lam gi. Ong y phat
hién c6 c6 mit & day, ding ky tro vdi cai tén 1a Mabel Davenport, vi thé 1& ty nhién 13 nguoi ta nghi
cd c6 ¥ d0 bat lién lac véi 6ng Davenport & ddy, hay noi cho dung hon 1a ong ta s& bat lién lac voi ¢,
nhu thé 13 cip vo chong vay do...”

“Sao ong ca gan dam no1 nhu vay?”

“Sao, hanh vi ctr chi ciia ¢o... Troi o1, thé co twdng 14 bao chi ho khong co quyén néi thé no thé kia
vé chuyén nay hay sao?”

“Néu bao chi co ¥ bia dat chuyén no chuyén kia thi toi... toi s& kién ho.”

“Tat nhién thoi. C6 c6 thé kién cao nhung lam thé ich gi? C6 phai dung trudc mot hoi dong tham
phan, roi mot ludt su nao dé bat dau tra hoi co, roi co phai thira nhan nao la da tron biét khoi Paradise
12 bién thi tién & ngan hang tai d6 trudc khi bo di, ndo co di Xuéng day va dang ky tro tai khach san
vOi cai tén gia mao la Davenport, nao ¢6 dang cho' Ed Davenport dé hai ngudi gap nhau.”

“Ong quén rang toi da biét & ong ay chet trude khi t61 di khoi Paradise kia ma.”

“Khong, ¢6 c¢6 cam tuong rang 6ng ay khong chét.”

“Lay cé dau ma 6ng bao nhu vay?”

Mason no6i, “Nay, ndy, hiy chimg to 1a nguoi 16n di nhé Della, t6i biét chic c¢6 Norge khong nhan
thire ding vé chuyén chung ta biét day.”

Mabel Norge néi, “Nao, 6ng biét 1a biét gi co?”

Mason dap, “Hay xem nhé. C6 dugc phan cong ky giri mdt sb tién vao ngay thtr Hai. Sau ddy c6 lai



duogc phan cong rat gan hét ca so tién ndm trong ngan hang va cd phai c6 mit tai vin phong lam viéc
t6i hom d6 nhé, chd nghe dién thoai goi ti. Ch dién thoai 4y s& bao cho ¢ biét 1 nén mang tién di
dau. O mot dia diém nao déy tai San Barnardine, tro tai khach san Antelers nay véi cai trén Mabel
Davenport va cho 1énh méi.”

Mabel Norge n6i, “Thi d6 1a nhirng thyc té ma. Tai sao lai tim cach chdi bé nhi?”

“DPo khong phai 1a thye t&, vi su that di khong dién ra ding y nhu thé.” Mason néi, “N6 kha sat voi
thuc té, do d6 toi biét phai ndi cho bién 1y & Fresno nhitng gi va biét bao chi s€ dang tin nay ra sao.
DI nhién la bao chi ho s€ to thai do coi ¢6 la tinh nhan cua Ed Davenport, ong ay mudn l1ay han mot sd
tién kéch su dé sau d6 cung véi co bién mat.”

“Chao 01, that la phi ly, cuc ky 10 bich. Nhu thé 13 hoan toan lang ma, 6ng Mason a. T61 khong bao
gio ¢o thé... Ay... ong Ay c6 mot v6 lam an khal thac mo, ong Ay mudn cho trét lot, dng dy can mot so
von rét 1on, t0i khoi phai noi chuyén véi ong.”

Mason no1, “Cling dung thoi, nhung c6 dinh lam sao day? C6 hién dang ¢ trong mot cai thé rat ky
cuc. Neu c6 14y khoan nao trong 5O tién d6 dem dung cho ban than thi ¢6 s& mic vao toi bién thi. Néu
tr& vé lai Paradise c6 s& bi cat van, di dau, lam gi va 1y do gi. Trudc sau gi cO cling phai trinh bay lai
sy vigc thoi. Néu & day co bi tom véi cai tén Mabel Davenport cung voi s6 bac ctia Ed Davenport
nam trong tay thi c6 khac gi c6 bj bat qua tang vé toi bién thi.”

Mabel Norge néi, “Toi khong bién thi cta ai ca. Toi biét rd minh dang lam gi. T61 d& dugc su
cam két cta bién ly dia phuong ¢ Oroville, cho blet moi viéc t6i 1am déu dung. Toi s& goi Ong Ay va
béo cho 6ng ay biét 1a toi khong mudn bi quay ray.”

Mason nhin Della Street git dau ra dau hiéu, “Nay Della, 1an nay thi t6i khong lui dau nhé. Toi s&
dich than goi1 6ng Vandling day.”

Mason va Della Street ro1 khoi phong ban.

Mason budc téi quiy thu ngan, d6i vai to hai muoi 1am xu, di dén phong dién thoai va goi
Vandling & Fresno.

Khi ¢6 Vandling & dau day, 6 ong noi, “A 16, Mason day. Vu an cua ngai tién trién nhu thé nio roi?”

“Vu 4n ctia chiing ta, ¥ 6ng mudn noéi thé chu.”

Mason cuoi, “Dumng troi t0i vao chuyén do, thua ngai. Ngai dinh bai vy an chang?”

Vandling dap, “Ay, hién t6i Van chua quyét dinh dut khoat 1a s& phai 1am gi, nhung Los Angeles lai
c6 v kién 1a toa khong c6 ¥ mudn ciru hoa cho t6i dau. Toi khoi ra co su va hinh nhu bi dinh ludn. Tbi
c6 thé budc bi can ra toa 1lam chir. C6 18 61 danh phai bai vu ndy va bat dau tir budce so khai. C6 1am
thé t6i mdi c6 thi gio suy nghi va dua ra bang ching nio mdi chiang.”

Mason noi, “Thé 1a tot day. C6 18 t6i c6 thé dua ra mdt chat bang ching méi day. Mabel Norge, co
thu ky riéng ctia Ed Davenport, c6 dugc chi thi ctia chi 13 ky giri tién ngin hang vao gio phut chot, roi
sau do lai rat hét sach tai Paradise. Co nay hién dang c6 mat & day, tai khach san Antlers & San
Barnardine, dang ky tro voi cai tén gia 1a Mabel Davenport. Néu ngai tom c6 ta dé 1am nhan chimg cu
thé, thi co ta s& c6 lam chuyén dé hau ngai. Co6 ta khong mudn noi chuyén theo 161 tu nguyén dau, lai
con sin sang chudn le di noi khac nita day.

"C6 chuyén nay bao cho ngai nghe ciing hap dan, sb 1 c6 ndy di ké mot doan cua ciu chuyén riéng
cho ngai bién ly ¢ Oroville nghe, 6ng nay lién ban ddc an cho co ta. C6 ta ¢t twdng minh thé 13 ngon
roi. Nhung thuc ra c6 chua ké toan b cdu chuyén ctia minh. Néu ¢6 ta ké hét cho ngai thi ngai c6 thé
d& nhoc than xac biét may."

Vandling hoi, “Ong dinh 1am sao day? C6 giao vu 4n chong lai thin chi ciia ong vao tay t6i day
phong?”

Mason dap, “T6i dang tim cach dua vu an dén chd tan cong vao ké giét nguoi. Co 18 sang ngay mai



ching ta cé thé 1én toa va 1am rd moi su.”

Vandling noi, “Ong ban lam thit t61 déy nhé. Mason &, noi cach khac, toi rit so dan Hy Lap lac ho
mang qua dén biéu.”

Mason dap, “Thoi, chang qua d6 1a chd bat hanh trong ban tinh ctia con ngudi day th6i. Trong cude
dua ca ngya, minh ctr nhan toan 1a tin dom nén chang bao gio thang duoc ¢l ndo. Ay roi mot hom cod
anh chang ling 1& nghiém chinh cudi mot con ngua dem dén voi mot cai tin that trong vong dua thi
nim, thé ma minh ctr bo 1o vi minh qua thong minh nén dé gi tin mé theo cai thir d6. Sau vong dua thu
nam éy, minh bi can sach tién.”

Bong Mason gic may. Della Street béo cdo, “Mabel Norge di voi voi vang vang bo di khoi nha
hang rdi.”

Mason cudi, néi, “Cang hay. Néu cd nang tim duong cao chay xa bay thi su viéc s& thanh ma thanh
aw”

“The con néu c6 a khong chay?”

“Thi Vandling s& bat co ta lai. Ong Ay s& suy tu trong vong mudi 1dm phut, r01 s€ e ngai ma khong
hanh dong. Ong ta s& nim 40 nha duong cuc & day, bao ho tom 14y co a va chat van c6 4 nhu mdt nhan
chimg cu thé.”

Della Street hoi, “Thé con chung ta lam gi day?”

Mason néi voi nang, “Ching ta s& lao xe vé Los Angeles, don may bay trd lai Fresno dé c6 mit
1én toa vao sang hom sau. Lic d6 ching ta s& cho nd tung ndi sup néu Vandling can cé thém bién phap
o tai toa.”



Chuong 14

Khi tda md phién xir vao luc mudi gid sang thi tin tirc lan truyén 13 vu xit Myrna Davenport trudc
nhan dan bang California khong phai 1a toa so thim binh thudng, do d6 phong xtr dong nghet ngudi
dén du.

Talbert Vandling tuoi cuoi nhin Mason khi 6ng cung di véi tham tir Paul Drake va Della Street ¢
thu ky riéng ctia minh vao phong xir. Vandling noi, “Cam on éng da cho tin vé Mabel Norge.”

“Ngai tom dugc co ta chua?”

“Chung t61 da dong dinh c6 4.”

Mason héi, “Cau chuyén co ta ké ra lam sao?”

“C6 & chang noi gi ca.”

“Ngai bao sao?”

“Co dén day cung v6i vién pho quan & San Barnardine. Liic dén noi thi ¢6 a lai cwong quyét khong
no1 gi ca. Co a co thué mdt luat su & day, ong nay khuyén co a dung no1 gi.”

Mason ndi, “Thé thi phai tong trat doi 4 hau toa.”

“Tat nhién thoi.”

“Thé con chinh quyén ¢ Los Angeles?”

Vandling mim cudi, lac dau.

“Ho dang to ra qua dé dat. Ho mudn ching ta giai quyét cho xong vu & dia phuong nay thoi.”

“Ngai dinh xu 1y sao day?”

“To1 dinh cur tlen hanh mot thoi gian. Luc nao bo ngang chang duoc. Sau ddy, di nhién toi phai c6
thi sdn mot cai gi Ay chir, nhung lac nay thi t6i chua can tiét 1o cho dng biét, vi hai ta ¢ hai thé dbi dau

Mason hoi, “Tai sao chung ta lai phai & cai thé nhu vay?”’

“Vi ong la luat su cho bén bi, con toi1 1a ludt su cua bén cong t6.”

“Ngai mudn lam gi a?”

“T6i mudn két an ké dd muu sat Ed Davenport.”

“To1 cling vay.”

“Van con chd khac nhau vé ¥ kién. Ong thi nghi rang than chii ctia minh 13 vo t0i.”

“Ngai khong nghi nhu vay u?”

“Troi dat, khong.”

Mason néi, “Hay cho tdi c6 chd dé toi tiét 16 vai diéu khién ngai hoang 1én.”

Vandling néi, “Ong can bao nhiéu chd ciing duoc, mién 1a ¢ tiét 10 su that ra.”

“Camon.”

Vandling néi, “Nhung ma khoan da. Ong khong c6 ¥ tim cach cho t6i bi ngd day cha?”

Mason lic dau, “T6i dang tim cach 1am cho Myrna Davenport duoc tha bong nhung t6i ciing mudn
tom ¢ luon ké da muu sat Ed Davenport.”

Vandling n6i, “Bién Iy & Los Angeles c6 cho t6i biét khai quat vé ong. Ong ta bao ong la qua muu
mo tri xdo, va tuy chiang dai dong vin ti bao ong 13 luu manh, ong ta cling ngdm cho biét rang ong 1a



hang luat su néu can vi quyén lgi cho than chil ma phéi cit hau cit hong ba nha 6ng ciing ctr [am nhu
thuong.”

Mason cuoi, “Tai sao lai khong nhi. No61 gi thi noi, t61 1a dai dién cho than chi co ma. Con ngai
dau phai 1a ba nha cua t61.”

Vandling n6i, “Ong Mason &, néu co thé két toi giét ngudi cho than chu clia 6ng va néu tin nguoi do
1a co 101, to1 s€ lam ngay. Con 6ng, néu lam cho ba ay dugc tha thi ong ctr viéc lam. Nhing diéu nhu
thé da duoc khang dinh ngdm v6i nhau r6i. Con néu khéng thi tdi dd c6 ¥ mudn  hop tac voi Ong co.’

Mason néi, “Téi xin don nhan 101 cam két ctia ngai 13 ngai chi két an ba Ay néu ba ay thuc su co
t01.”

“T6i cam két nhu thé.”

“Thé con chuyén hop tic va ciing tham hiém dé tim cho ra ai 1a ké c6 tdi thi sao?”

Vandling né1, “T61 déng y. To1 da no1 véi ong rang to1 mong s€ dugc gdp may ¢ 6ng Mason ma.
T61 xin hira s€ hop tac.”

Mason no1, “Vay ta cung di. Quan chanh an dén ro1 kia.”

Chanh 4n Siler tién vao phong xtr, vién mo toa vd chay dé yéu cau 6n dinh, khach du phién toa déu
vao chd. Mason ctii ngudi vé phia Vandling va noi, “Xin goi Mabel Norge ra 1am nhan chirng thtr hai.
Xem thtr c6 4 néi nhirng gi.”

Vandling ndi sang, “Khong khéo c6 4 lai rat tim tham dudi chan khién t6i hong gid luc nao khong
hay.”

Mason néi, “Thi & d3 1am thé r6i co ma. Ngai dang bay lo lirng trén khong ddy. Khong biét ngai sé&
ngd xudng dau, d6 mgi 1a chd dang lo.”

Vandling dap, “T6i mudn ngi Xuéng trén hai chan thoi.”

“Vay hay goi Mabel Norge xem.”

Vandling nhin Mason mét ltc, doan noi, “Xin toa cho phép. Dang ly to1 muén moi lai bac si
Renault, nhung bay gio t6i mubn tam ngung viéc lam chimg cua ong Ay trong gidy lat, dé xin moi mot
nhan chirng khac.”

Mason néi, “Bén bi khong phan d6i.”

Chanh an Siler chi khé gat dau.

Vandling n6i, “Mo1 c6 Mabel Norge.”

Mabel Norge mién cudng ding 1én, cti minh trao doi vai 101 v&i luat su bén canh, doan budc
thang dén buc nhan chimg va tuyén thé.

Vandling hoi, “C6 phai ¢6 1a nhan vién cua Edward Davenport khi 6ng nay con séng khong?”

“Thua phai.”

“C6 gap 6ng ay lan cudi vao luc nao?”

“Vao ngay muoi hai.”

“Ttrc 1a Chu nhat?”

“Thua phai.”

“Co gap ¢ dau?”

“O Paradise.”

“Sau do co chuyén gi xay ra?”

“Lic bay gio 6ng Davenport 14i xe di Los Angeles. Ong ay di khoi Paradise vao khoang trua va ¢
y dinh xubng dén Fresno vao t6i ngay hom do.”

“Liic ra di, 6ng dy c6 din do co nhitng gi 1an chot hay khong?”

“Toi khong hiéu 6ng bao “dan do 1an chot” 1a nghia thé ndo” Mabel Norge noi, voi vang nhu mudn
cho biét 1a c6 dang c6 tim cach ké chuyén ctia minh lién ngay dé khoi bi toa an hodc bén ludt su bi can



chan lai “Ong Davenport c6 viét giay din 1a neu ong phai chét, thi t6i co nhi¢ém vu chuyén giao cac
gidy to trong phong bi cho nha chirc trach. Ong Ay cho t6i biét rang vo dng ay dang tim cach dau doc
ong, va...

“Khoan d4.” Chanh an Siler ngit.

Vandling nhic, “Vang, nhitng diéu 6ng Davenport c6 thé da noi ra vdi co nhu thé khong c6 tinh chat
tro1 budc bi can vao, di nhién la trir phi ¢6 mat bi can vao lac éy.”

Mason no6i, “Chung t6i khong phan d6i. P& nghi cho ghi cau chuyén trao d6i vao hd so.”

Chanh 4n Siler néi, “Dé 1am gi? Cai nay chi 12 nghe noi thoi ma.”

Mason noéi, “Toi khéng dam chic, nhung cai d6 ¢ thé nam trong sb biét 18 dbi voi diéu quy dinh
vé bang chirng qua nghe noéi. Tdi khong phan d6i.”

Chanh 4n Siler ngan ngir. Vandling n6i, “Thua ngai chanh an, toi xin di t6i van dé nhu thé nay.
Truée khi gip ong Davenport 1an cudi ciing, ong 4y ¢o trao ¢6 mdt phong bi?”

“Thua c6.”

“Co xtr Iy phong bi 4y nhu thé nao?”

“T61 bo nd vao trong cai hop co khoa cét trong ban gidy ctia t61?”

“Thé ong Davenport c6 can dan gi voi ¢6 vé cai phong bi nay khong?”

“Thua, ¢6. Ong nay ndi rang v 6ng dang tim cach dau doc ong, va néu dng chét thi t6i ¢ nhiém vy
giao phong bi 4y cho nha churc trach. Ong ndy ciing ndi rang ba vo da ting dau doc nguwoi chi em ba
con ciia minh va...”

Chanh an Siler n6i, “Lan nay thi qua chi 13 nghe néi thoi.”

Mason n6i, “Pay c6 thé 1a mot phan ciia res gestae.”

“Res gestae cua cai gi?” Chanh an Siler hoi mot caAch mia mai “Tinh hinh nay qua that ky cuc. Luat
su bién ho hinh nhu khéng nhirng mudn ma con to ra qua st sang, cho dua ra bang ching do nghe noi
vbn c6 hai cho than cha ctia minh, bang chirng ma ngay toa ciing khong thé ctru xét dugc trong vu niy.
Toa s& khong ciru xét bt cr bang chirng ndo ¢6 lién quan dén cac cudc chuyén trod trao doi gitra nhan
chirng va ngudi qué cd, trir phi nhin ching xac dinh 13 trong cudc trao d6i nhu thé dd c6 mit bi can lai
chd.”

Mason no6i, “T6i xin phép chit van vé diéu nay.”

Chanh 4n Siler lac dau, “Toa nhat quyét khong cho phép dua vao hd so mdt cach vo tdi va cac
bang chtng thudc loai nghe noi, cho du lich str mudn hay khéng. No6i gi thi ndi, vin c6 mdt s quy dinh
vé bang ching va tda nghi rang ludt su bén bi nén phan dbi cac bang chimg c6 hai cho than chu ctia
minh, néu bang chimg d6 16 rang 14 thiéu nghiém tic vi 13 nghe n6i.”

“Céam on ngai chanh 4n.” Mason noi.

Vandling dwa mét nhin Mason.

Mason cuoi dap lai.

Vandling néi tiép, “C6 c6 doéng ¥ voi ong Davenport rang cd sé 1am theo 1énh mot s6 cong viée co
lién quan t4i tai san ctia Ong Ay néu c6 mot vai bién cd xdy ra khong?”

Mabel Norge ngin ngir mot ltc, roi noi, “Toi khong nghi ring t6i phai tra 161 cau hoi nay.”

“Tai sa0?”

Vao ltc y, ¢ dang cudi phong xu, mot luat su ding lén. Ong nay néi, “Xin toa cho phép. Téi la
dai dién cho c6 Norge. Toi mudn phat biéu mot s6 van de giup lam sang t6 mot vu an mang. To1 xin
néu mot so ¥ ma ching ta & day c6 thé dung 1am thue té co gia tri tiém ting nhung than chi cla toi
khong mudn thira nhan bang thil tuc tuyén thé trudc toa.

"Toi goi ¥ ¢6 thé c6 thuc 1a ¢6 Norge, mot ngudi thu ky trung tin, c6 kha ning duoc giao chi thi dé
1am mot vai viéc nao day, nghi rang 1am nhu vay 1a gitp thuc hién dugc mot vu thuong lugng vé khai



thic mo von co tim quan trong rat 16n d6i véi Edward Davenport.

"Khi dugc tin nguoi cha cua minh chét, co nay lién nd luc thi hanh cac chi thj sau cung, nhung sau
déy, khi da lién hé v61 bién 1y tai quan ¢6 dang &, c6 duoc khuyén cao ré“mg chiéu theo luat 1& hién
hanh, thi toan bd tai san thuéc di san ctia gia dinh Davenport phai dugc chinh quyén quan 1y dé xac
minh.

"Do & chd cb cam thdy ngudi qua phy, hién 13 bi can trong vu 4n nay, von ddi 14p véi cac quyén
loi ctia ngudi chu ctia minh va d3 dau doc 6ng ndy... xin toa thong cam 14 t6i chi xin trinh bay nhirng
tinh cam va ¥ nghi chan thuc ctia ¢6 nay thoi, nhitg cai d6 khong phai 1a bang chirng trong vu ndy, thai
d6 ctia co d6i v6i nguoi qua phu va cac luat su cua nguoi ay trude day khong co tinh than hop tac.

"Ve phuong dién k§ thuat, mot s6 viéc neu co Ay qua dd c6 1am co thé 1a trai luat. Vi vay toi
khuyén c6 ay khong nén tra 1o cu hoi vira roi."

Vandling biu méi, “Ngay thir Hai, tirc ngdy muoi hai, ¢6 c6 dén ngan hing & Paradise dé giri mot
s6 tién?”

“Ch.”

“VA rit tién?”

“Co.”

“S tién rat ra 1a tién mat?”

“Pung nhu thé.”

“Thé s tién Ay hién gio & dau?”

“Luét su cua toi da cat vao ti sit.”

“C6 c6 lay s6 tién Ay lam cua riéng khong?”

“Tét nhién 1a khong.”

“Ai 1am chu s6 tién d6?”

“No6 thudc mot phan di san ctia 6ng Davenport T6i ¢6 thé bao dam rang mdi 1an t6i giri hay rut tién
déu 1a theo chi thi cy thé ctia 6ng dy ca.’

Vandling liéc nhin sang Mason.

Mason lac dau.

Vandling noi, “Thé 1a du. Bén bi c6 can chit van khong?”

Mason néi, “Cé6. C6 no1 réng moi viéc ¢ da lam déu 1a theo chi thi ctia ong Davenport?”

“Pung nhu vay.”

“Thé 6ng Davenport c6 yéu cau ¢ mang sb tién y dén San Barnardino khong?”

“«CH.”

“Va cho nhan cac chi thi mé1 & khach san Antlers?”

“Vang.”

“Va dang ky tro vo1 cai tén 1a Mabel Davenport?”

“Vang.”

“Thé ong ndy khong dan do ¢6 ¢6 nhiém vu chuyén giao sb tién mit d6 cho mot nhan vat nao day
bat chip c6 tinh hubng dot xuit ndo, hay cho du ¢6 ai im cach ngin can hodc cho du ¢ 1y do gi khac
ntra.”

Luat su cia Mabel Norge ding 18n, noi, “Mot 1an nira t6i budc 1ong phai khuyén than chi ctia t6i 1a
khéng nén tra 101 cdu chit van nay. Toi xin thua v6i toa va cac ludt su ¢ day rang nhirng 11 18 udc
doan clia 6ng Mason c6 thé ding theo thuc &, nhung toi khong thé dé cho than chu cta t6i tu dat minh
vao cai thé phai chép nhan mot s6 hanh dong hoac nhuong bo mot vai thuc té ndo déy.”

Mason mim cudi, “Thé thoi.”

Vandling trd mat nhin, 10 vé sung st.



Mason lic dau, ndi, “T6i xin tda moi bac si Renault ra dé chat van thém.”

Chanh an Siler tuyén bd, “Bac si Renault, xin moi ra buc.”

Mason chim rii dtng 1én phia dang sau ban luat su, tién vé chd ghé nhan chirng va dtng nhin thing
vao bac si Renault. Ong n6i, “Thua bac si, bac si ¢ dén thim bénh nhan 1a Edward Davenport vao
budi sang thtr hai, ngdy mudi hai khong?”

“T6i da phat biéu diéu nay nhiéu 1an roi.”

“Va chita tri cho 6ng 4y?”

“Thua vang.”

“Ong ay c6 thuat lai cac triéu ching bi ddu doc bang ac-xé-nit?”

“Thua co6.”

“Bac si khong tan mit thiy céac triéu chimg ay chi?”

“To1 ¢co thay nhiing triéu chimg phy, nhiing triéu chimg nay c6 thé coi nhu 1a giéng véi cac triéu
ching lac dau dién ra trude d6 ma theo 101 ong Ay mo ta da xdy ra trong lic t6i khong c6 mit.”

Mason ndi, “Béc si tra 10i rd rang ddy. Bay gio toi xin phép hoi mdt cau co 18 hoi phién bac si day.
Bac si cting gap 6ng Davenport vao ngay hom truoc. .. tirc ngay Chu nhat, ngay mudi mot?”

Béc si Renault dap, “Cai nay la di chech van dé roi. Cau hoi nay chang c6 lién quan gi toi cong
vi¢c chira tri theo chuyén mon cua toi ca.”

Mason néi, “O cé chir sao lai khong. Béac si da gip 6ng Davenport khi ong ay dang ky tro tai quan
tro Welchburg & thi trin Fresno vai cai tén gia 1a Frank L. Stanton, c6 phai vay khong, thua bac si?”

“T6i... t6i c6 can phai tra 101 cau hoi d6 khong, thua ngai chanh an?”

Vandling bong dtng dy, noi, “Tat nhién 1a ong phai tra 101 cau hoi d6.”

Bac si Renault noi1, “T61 dang hoi toa co.”

Chanh an Siler néi, “Cau hoi c6 1}’1 day. Hay cir tra 10i.”

“Toi... phai, t61 co gap ong ay.”

“Va c¢0 thdo luan véi 6ng ay mot sé van dé?”

“To1 chi ndi chuyén choi voi ong ay tho1.”

“Va ong c6 thao luin véi 6ng ay vé phuong thirc chira bénh ma dng sé cho trong ngay hom sau, tirc
thir Hai ngay muoi hai. Co dung khong?”

“Toi tir chdi ké lai cau chuyén trao doi gitra t61 va bénh nhan ctia minh.”

“Tai sao thé?”

“P6 1a su thong tri co dic quyén.”

“Chi duogc coi nhu thé & mac do 1a ong can phai tim ra cac tri¢u chirng can thiét cho muc dich
chira tr1.”

“Cudc noi chuyén cua t61 v6i ong Davenport ¢ 1ién quan dén mot so triéu ching bénh.”

“Ong Davenport noi voi ong rang 6ng ta muon chét, c6 phai vay khong?”

“T6i khong muén dé cap tdi cudc ndi chuyén cua tdi voi 6ng Davenport.”

“Ong Davenport di tra tién cho dng dé dan dung canh 6ng ay chét sao cho ¢o vé 1a rd rang. Hai
ngudi da thoa thudn véi nhau 1 Davenport s& goi ong dén chira bénh vao sang ngay hom sau va ké lai
cac tri¢u chung bi dau doc bang ac-xé-nit, con 6ng thi gitup 6ng Ay dong kich phai xiu di ngay sau khi
bi dau doc bang ac-xé-nit, dé gia vor chét ranh ranh trong lic ba v ong ta dang c6 mit tai chd. C6
dang nhu vay khong?”

“To1 s€ khong trd 101 cau hoi nay.”

Mason n6i, “Ong phai tra 101 cau hoi ndy. N6 khong lién quan gi t6i bat ctr loai thong tri co tinh
chat kin ndo ca.”

Vandling ding day, noi, “Néu cau hoi nay dugc tra 101 xdc nhan, thi s€ cho théy qua c6 am muu



mang tinh t01 ac. Thwa ngai chanh an, d6 khong phai la loai thong tri c6 dac quyen

Chanh an Siler tuyén bd, “Van dé rd rang dau can téi loai thong tri c6 dic quyén.”

Bac si Renault néi1, “Vay thi t61 khoi phai tra 161, vi nod s€ budc to1 vao trong.”

Chanh an Siler hoi, “Ong tir chéi tra 101 vi 1y 18 d6 sao?”

“Vang.”

Chanh 4n n6i, “Pay qua 1a mot tinh hung kha bat thuong.”

Mason ndi, “Theo tinh than cua ké hoach mat do, da dugc vach ra va da dugc ong cung ong
Davenport dién tip can than trude, 6ng cho biét rang dng can phai moi nha chirc trach dén. Ong khoa
phong tro nhung lai khong moi nha chire trach ngay, tao co hoi cho Ed Davenport tréo qua ctra sO va
nhay vao mot cai xe da dd sin gan chd ctra s6 phong tro, noi 6ng ay da duogc bd tri nam chét, roi 1ai xe
dén mot chd da hen gap. Tai chd gip nay, da c6 san mot chiéc xe dudi. Ed Davenport co6 cai chia khoa
dé md chiéc xe dudi 4y, trong xe dd chuan bi sidn d6 quan 40 mdi dé thay thé bo d6 ngi dang mic. Co
phai nhu vay khong?”

“Toi tir chéi tra 10i.”

Mason tiép, “Thé r01 ong Ay bao voi Ong rang ong ta da doat hét tién cua thudc tai san riéng cua
v, phai khong? Ong 4y con bao 1a vo dng c6 mot ngucn ba con hao tam, nguo1 nay lic nao cling nang
nic giuc ba Davenport phai doi cho dugc mot ban giai thich vé tai chinh. Ong ta cho biét 1a ong ta da
trao 14n hang chuc ngan do-la dé bién chung thanh tién mit, néu khong bo di tron thi ong ta s& bi lung
bat va bi truy t6. C6 phai 6ng ay di noi nhu vay va yéu cau ong gitip do khong?”

“Tbi tir chdi tra 101 theo cac quyén hién dinh.”

“C6 phai ong ay bao voi ong rang chinh 6 ong ta da dau doc co Hortense Paxton, va nha chuc trach
lac ay ngo rang €0 nay chét 1a do bi muru sat. Ong ay linh cam rang ho s¢€ dao lay Xac co ay dé giam
dinh, 6ng ay muon lam cho nha chure trach nghi rang minh da chet lac co su dién ra nhu thé va c6 noi
v6i Ong rang néu giup ong ta viéc ndy, ong s& dugc tra mot mon tién rat hdu, ¢ phai nhu vay khong?”

“Téi tir chbi tra 101.”

Mason néi tiép, “Sau khi 6 6ng Davenport di t6i chd chiéc xe dudi kia, ong da cho 6ng ta udng uyt-
xki c6 bo xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um. Ong biét rang cac va-li cta ong ay ¢ dung mot 5O tlen rat 16n do ong
ta kiém duoc bang cai tro danh 1an tai san ctia vo. Ong cho 6ng ay uong uych-xki va..

“To1 khong 1am chuyén do. Dut khoat 1a o1 khong lam nhu thé” Bac si Renault keu Ién “T61 dau
biét va-1i cua ong Ay dung nhitng gi. Néu 6 Ong thong minh nhu thé thi nén tom lay dtra tong pham khac
trong vu Am muu ndy. Do 13 tén da 14i chiéc xe dudi kia 1én dén tan bang Nevada cho 6ng dy.”

“T6i hiéu 1a ong dang nhic ti Jason L. Beckemeyer, mot tham tir tu & Bakersfield?”

“Pung nhu thé.”

Mason quay sang Vandling va noi, “Con bay gio, thua ngai bién 1y, t0i xin dé nghi chung ta hay
cung nhat tri tiép tuc vu 4n ndy va yéu cau giam gitr bac si Renault, xin dé nghi toa guri trat toi bat
Jason L. Beckemeyer. To6i nghi 1a luc chiung ta nam dugc 101 khai ctia bac si Renault thi cling 1a luc
tim ra dugc su that trong vu nay.”

Vandling dung 1én, noi, “Bén cong t6 xin bay to long biét on dbi voi ong Perry Mason, vi 6ng da
cong tac véi ching toi that xudt sic. Lic ndy, néu duoc tda dong v, toi xin dé nghi chim dut vu an
budc t01 b1 can 1a ba Myrna Davenport.”



Chuong 15

Trong phong chinh trén can h cua Mason ¢ khach san California, Mason, Della Street, Paul Drake va
Talbert Vandling dang ng01 quanh ban va cung cham ly.

Vandling n61, “Xin udng mung vé viéc diét trir toi 4c.’

Tét ca cung uong

Vandling néi tiép, “Diéu khién t6i luu tim 1a 15i 18 ma bién Iy & Los Angeles dd noi cho toi biét
rang ong 13 sinh vat c6 ban chan che, trén dau co stng, dudi ¢6 dudi va toan than sgc mui luu huynh.
Nho ¢6 6ng cong tac nén thién ha hién dang don dai khap phd rang toi co tai lam tham tir.”

Mason ndi, “Tét thdéi. Néu cd thém modt so it ngudi cong tac voi toi thi ching ta con cé thé thanh
cong nhiéu hon nita co. Xin cho ching t6i duoc nghe chuyén cua bac si Renault.”

Vandling noi, “Bac si Renault da khai day du. Ong ta khong dugc hira hen cho huong quyen dac
mién, cting khong bi ham doa gi ca. Sau khi suy nghi can than, ong ta quyét dinh 13 nén cb ging hét
minh dé 1am cho luo’ng tam khong con bi day dirt nira.

"Hinh nhu moi viéc dién ra rét ro rang, khong con gi phai nghi ngo. b6 1a chd ré quan trong.
Davenport da dau doc Hortense Paxton dé vo minh 1anh dugc tién ctia Delano. Sau d6, y bat dau bién
tit ca cua cai y vo dugc thanh tién mat, trdo d6i cac quy va xao tron cac truong myc cua y va vo'y. Y
cling bat dau tao ra co s& dé vo minh bi budc t6i 14 muu sat Hortense Paxton néu bi nha chirc trach
diéu tra."

Mason gat dau, Vandling noé1 tiép, “Davenport biét minh c6 thé bi tinh nghi néu khong danh lac
hudng tinh nghi sang ké khac. Vi vay, y da can than ndi v&i vo minh trude mit ba Sara Ansel 1a y co
dé lai mot 14 thu cho co thu ky dé co nay chuyén 14 thu Ay dén tay Cuc canh sét trong trudng hop y bi
chét, cho biét rang trong thu d6 y t6 cdo 1a vo da dau doc Hortense Paxton va minh, vi 18 y d c6 nghi
ngd vé hanh dong cua ba ta.

"R& rang 1a phong bi kia khong dung mot cai gi ca ngoai may to gidy trang, nhung y cam thiy chic
chin 1a thé ndo vo y, vi bi Sara Ansel hudng din cudng ép, ciing s& tim cach 1ay cai thu d6 néu y bi
chét trong tinh hubng dé tao mdi nghi ngd 14 ba ta da dau doc chong.

"Bang cach gy cai 4n tuong trong tri ¢6 thu ky 14 vo minh thyc sy ¢6 chil tim dau doc chong va da
thuc su dau doc Hortense Paxton, y dan dung canh cho 4m muu ndy. Y nhét day tién vao hai cai va-li
va di xudng Fresno dé bb tri cho 'cai chét' cua minh tai day.

"Trudc khi 1am nhu vay, y da dan Xép v6i Renault, mot bac si tén tudi rat mo hd, dé tao dung tinh
hudng cho cai chét sao cho hop ly, khién su viéc dién ra nhu thé 1a y da bi dau doc that, mot nguoi
nio d6 s& di chuyén cai xac di mat dé nha chuc trach khong thé thyc hién viéc md xac nham xét
nghiém.

"Davenport n0i vo1 bac si Renault la vu nay s€ tao nén ngo vurc néu y dé mat mot vat gi do, do vay
y da sam mot cai xac du lich con, bd vao trong cac do tim rira va hop keo c6 thé 1am tang vat td cédo
ma da cén than lay dugc hop ko ma y biét 13 vg minh da dung tay vao.

"Vi thé bac si Renault d diing mot dng tiém tiém thude doc vao sin ting cai keo, sau ddy dung kim
nong 1am chay keo bit cac 18 tiém lai. Davenport cin din ong ta dung ca hai chat doc 14 ac-xé-nit va



Xi-a-nit, boi y biét nha chirc trach ¢ thé chirng minh duoc 1a vo y da dung ca hai tha.

"Davenport khoa hai va-li dy dp tién cua minh trong thiing xe dung dé di tron, con bac si Renault
thi cho ong udng thudc va mot thir thudc gay ndn, di tao céc triéu ching gidng cac triéu ching bi ngat
xiu vi bi dau doc béng ac-xé-nit.

"Davenport da thu xép san do dé chudn le ra cira s6  phong tro, leo Ién chiéc xe da duogc bé tri san
tai day va lai di chung ba bbn cay s6, dén mot noi da bb tri sin xe dudi, chd' don ong ta.

"L& tat nhién, Davenport mudn vo hét tién & cac trrong muc ngin hang tai Paradise. CO mot so tién
khac y chd gui t6i tay vao ngiy thir Sau, y biét 1a phai chd dén thir Hai tudn sau d6. Trong luc dy, moi
thtr déu da dugce dan xép cho vu chét gia ciia y dién ra vao chiéu thir Hai.

"Davenport d linh cam ngudi ta s& khai quat xac ctia Hortense Paxton, y biét khong thé chan chir
duogc nita. Do vay, viéc khan cép 1a vach mot ké hoach dé léy sach tién ¢ Paradise sau khi y gia vo
chét.

"Mabel Norge la mt phu nir con tre, co 6c ca tin, von rat trung thanh vai chi, nén ngay tir trudce
Davenport dd 14n hdi giy ra trong tri co nay cai y nghi 1a vo cua y da tim cach dau doc y.

"Vi vay, Davenport bao Mabel Norge rang minh sap veé nha, co diéu y khong biét vg minh s& tim
cach dau doc minh vao lac ndo. Y bao cd nay hira sé rut sach tién & ngan hang tai Paradise va du gi di
nita, ¢6 4y van phai mang tién dén San Barnardino, nguoi nay dang ban lo cong viéc thwong lugng
khai thac mo véi Davenport. Ngudi ndy phai sir dung mat hiéu dé gitip ¢ nhan ra anh ta, r6i tiép d6
13 ¢6 s& giao toan bo tién bac cho anh ny.

"Nhan vt ay 1a Beckemeyer, tong pham thtr ba trong 4m muu ndy. Beckemeyer va Davenport da
v6 duoc nhiéu vy mua ban gian xdo. Davenport da ding Beckemeyer lam tén nom dé rat tién ¢ nhiéu
truong muc khac nhau.

"Liac Davenport goi ¥ rang minh c6 thé sé& bi ric r6i, co thé phai bo xit ma di, thi Beckemeyer ban
rang c6 quen mot bac si & Crampton san long 1am bat ctr chuyén gi dé kiém tién va 1a nguoi dang rat
can tién. Vi thé ma Beckemeyer gidi thiéu Davenport v6i bac si Renault. Hai ngudi nay ban ké hoach,
theo d6, Ed. Davenport s& gia chét mot cach cong khai trong tinh hudng duoc coi 12 nan nhan chi
khong co6 gi phai nghi ngo ca.

"Bac s Renault nhdn dugc nim ngan tién miat. Ong noi hién gio 6ng khong 16 13 Beckemeyer da
nhan dugc bao nhiéu, ¢ 18 con nhiéu hon thé nita.

"Theo 4m muu ndy, Beckemeyer s& 14i chiéc xe dudi dén tan bang Nevada trong luc Ed. Davenport
nam an toan trong xe. Bang cach do thi cho du co a1 nhin thay Davenport tréo qua cua s6 ra di va mo
cudc lung soat thi Davenport ciing da bién mat tim dang. Beckemeyer cling kiém mot chiéc xe dé chay
trén va ho to chirc cac khoan khac. Bac si Renault thi chi c6 mbi mot cong viée 1 tao dung canh
Davenport bj chét.

"Mabel Norge di dugc chi thi di tdi vin phong & Paradise vao t6i ngay thir Hai. Co ta chd nhan
mot ca dién thoai béo cho biét s& phai di dén diém hen nao d6 & San Bamardino mang theo tién bac
ludn. C6 nay chi biét mot diéu 1a c6 co thé s& trao 1an cac ngin quy dé ba Davenport chang tai nao hay
biét gi vé vu mua ban ma 6ng chdng dang thuc hién.

"Theo 101 khai cta bac si Renault thi Beckemeyer chic rat lanh tri. Ong biét rang Davenport sap
c6 t6i hon hai trim ngan d6-1a tién mat. Do d6, y lién ndy ra mot muu mo thit xao quyét. Sao lai khong
dé cho Davenport that su bién mAt hin. Vi day chinh la diéu Davenport du dinh lam, nén bac si
Renault ching nghi ngo gi ¢4, vi y biét day chinh 13 cudc thoa thudn ngdm do béc si phai tao dung.

"T4t nhién, muru ctia Beckemeyer 13 phai lam nhu thé Myma Davenport dau doc chong bang keo c6
thube doc, sau do, toi lac xong viéc, thi ba con lai mot minh bén canh chéng, béy g0 col nhu 1a dang
& trong tinh trang hip héi. Puong nhién 1a nhitng ké 4Am muu dau c6 mudn dé cai xac so so ra day, vi



thé ho phdi b tri sao cho nhur thé Myrna c6 mot ké tong pham da day cai xac ra cira so, dé cai xac
khoi bi md xét nghiém.

"Beckemeyer nghién ctru tt ca cac kha ‘nang co thé thyc hién va co thé xay ra trong tinh huéng nay.
bau chung trude ngay thir Sau, y di ra dén tin mot noi co bo tri san chiéc xe dudi va dao mot cai
huyét. Tiép sau am muu ay, khi Davenport di dén chiéc xe dudi nay thi Beckemeyer bén cho 6ng ta
udng vai ly va ndu cho 6ng ta mot bira thit dam tring. Bac si Renault noi la 6ng da canh cao
Davenport dirng an gi vao bung ca, néu khong thi co6 thé bi chét that su.

"Davenport dn thit dim trimg, sau d6 ong ta va Beckemeyer con uéng thém vai ly rugu nira, dé an
mirng Am muu thing loi. Lic ndy Beckemeyer mo1 trat nhe mot goi xi-a-nit po-tat-xi-um vao trong ly
nuoc cua Davenport. Davenport chét gan nhu ngay tirc khac. Beckemeyer mang 6ng ndy chén xudng
huyét, sau ddy 14i xe c6 chiéc xe dudi ¢ dang sau bo trén.

"Nhung Beckemeyer biét con c6 khoang ba ngan do-la ¢ trwong muc tai Paradise can phai bién
thanh tién mit. Y di dwoc Davenport dan bao cho Mabel Norge biét dia diém dé mang tién dén San
Barnardino.

"Ké hoach vach ra 1a Beckemeyer s€ goi s6 dién thoai ¢ Paradise, chi bao dia chi roi gic may
ngay dé khoi bi theo d61 duong day go1 néu co tro ngai trong ké hoach Paradise nay.

"Beckemeyer rat thong minh. Sau 1an buc minh vé chuyén chuyén giao tién tai San Barnardino, y
nhan ra rang minh c6 thé bi sa vao mdt tinh hudng rat nguy khén, d6 1 y ¢ thé da noéi chuyén véi mot
nguoi ndo khac chir chang phai 1a Mabel Norge luc goi dién thoai tdi Paradise. Do vay, lién ngay l1ap
tirc, y vo nhu thé Davenport d4 thué minh lam tham tir tu di San Barnardino dé canh ching phong tro
bi tinh nghi, nén y viét cho ong mdt 14 thu dé giai thich cho chuyén di ctia minh dén do.

"Pai dé 101 tudng thuit clia bac si Renault 1a nhu thé. Cau chuyén c6 thé trung thuc. Tuy nhién,
Beckemeyer c6 1€ s€ tim cach quy td1 muu sat cho bac si Renault. Té1 luc ta giai quyét xong vu viéc
thi s& thdy ching cii nhau chi chde am 1 nhu chim khudu trong 16ng cho xem."

Mason hoi, “Tai sao bac si Renault lai ctr buong binh vé chuyén thudc doc xi-a-nit dén nhur vay?”

“Béac si Renault noi 1a ong ta biét chuyén gi chic chin da xay ra ngay lic ong dugc tin cugc mo xet
nghiém da phat hién ra xi-a-nit. Luc dy 6ng ta lién chuan bi dé dé phong. Néu ong ta thira nhan c6 triéu
chimg dau doc bang xi-a-nit trong luc chinh 6ng ta dang chita tri cho Ed Davenport thi trc 13 da tu
dong dinh minh néu chuyén bai 10 ra.

"Néu khong nhd bon tré phat hién cai huyét kia thi at ching bao gior chung ta biét dugc nhitng su
viéc thuc sy dién ra dau. Qua 1a chiung d3 dung 1én vu dau doc rat dé tin dé quy t6i cho Myrna
Davenport va ba ta c6 thé bi két an nhu choi."

Mason cudi khé, “Ngai c6 thé tudng trong 1a bac si Renault dd cam thiy nhu thé nao luc cai xac
duoc phat hién va cudc xét nghiém phat hién ra nan nhan da bi dau doc bang xi-a-nit.”

Vandling néi, “Ay, nhd' ¢6 6ng cong tac toi moi co dugc thanh qua t6t dep nhu thé nay. Thién ha &
dia phuong ctr vo lung khen t6i va con tiép tuc vd lung mai. Co diéu toi khong hiéu 1a 1am sao ong lai
hiéu ra duoc chuyén nay?”

Mason néi, “Toi ddu c6 doan liéu, nhung t6i biét rang chi duy c6 Davenport mdi biét chic 1a minh
s& bi 6m luc dén Crampton. Néu Davenport qua d3 1ap muu nhu thé thi diéu gan nhu chic chin 1a bac
sT Renault c6 dinh liu vao vu ndy. Vi cai huyét 3 dugc dao sin nén ching ta gan nhu tin chic 1 co ké
d3 biét Am muru nay duoc to chirc trudc dé Davenport nhat dinh phai bi 6m tai Crampton.

"Khi ndm bat van dé, 6ng Vandling 4, xin ngai can nhd rang trong khi Beckemeyer va Renault c6
thé d thuc sy pham vao tdi giét nguoi, thi ké duy nhat thue sy tr dua dau vao trong lai chinh 13 Ed
Davenport."

Vandling hon hé néi, “Pung 1a mot sy tac trach co tinh chat gop cong.”



“Pung nhu thé” Mason vira nhan xét vira ot thém rugu “Nao hiy udng ming su chién thing toi
r 29

ac.



HET



[1] Thién dang. Vi c6 nghia nhu vay nén Perry Mason chua hiéu.

[2] Y n6i Mason gip chuyén chang ra gi.
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