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TOM TAT NOI DUNG TAP 33

] TAP 33: AO GIAC KINH HOANG

1. Ngwoi ké chuyén:

Tobias.

2. NOi dung:

Bon Yeerk da hoan tat viéc ché tao Tia Phan Bién (AMR) va muon thr nghiém trén thuec té.
Véi quyét tam khong dé bon Yeerk dwa san phdm nay vao st dung, hoi Animorphs lap ké
hoach d€ Tobias bi bat va tré thanh vat thi nghiém cho ching. Boi bon Yeerk khong biét 16t
diéu hau dudi do chinh 13 hinh hai that cta Tobias, chiing sé& bi mic lira twdng rang san pham
Tia Phan Bién cda chung khong hoat dong. Dé tang thém tinh thuyet phuc, Tobias hap thu ADN
clia Ax, thinh thodng s& bién hinh thanh nguoi Andalite khién bon Yeerk tudng rang Toblas
dang hoan hinh. Rachel s& bién thanh rudi nap trong 16p long diéu hau ctia Tobias, nham nam
duworc vi tri giam git Tobias, roi sé ra ngoai bao cho cac thanh vién khac trong hoi dot nhap giai
ctru Tobias va pha huy thiét bi Tia Phan Bién. Nhung that khong may, Taylor, phé-Visser 51 da
dung thuéc mé danh ngat 2 ban tré. Tam cang rudi xui lo, Rachel khong thé bAm dwoc vao 16ng
Tobias, rét oach xuong san. Va chi con mdt minh Tobias bi giam trong long kinh va bi Taylor
tra tan bang thiét bj diéu khién phan nido bd kiém soat cam xtc. Tobias gan nhu bi phat dién
sau khi phai trai qua mot loat cam giac dau don cling nhw ém dju va nhitng hoi trc. Qua trinh
tra tin nay khién Tobias mém chet Lac dy, cau da noi chuyen voi Elfangor - ngudi cha
Andalite cua minbh. Ong da chia sé voi cau nhlrng ky trc cua ong ve kinh nghiém chién dau, vé
nhirng ban khodn cua ong moi khi ciAn quyet dinh phai hanh déng nhw thé nao. Chinh nhwng
chia se ky trc voi nguoi cha Andalite da tiép thém sttc manh cho Tobias chéng choi véi nhitng
tran tra tdn cta bon Yeerk.

Tobias duwoc Ax va cac hdi vién Animorphs khac giai ctru. Tobias thuyet phuc Rachel khong
giét chét Taylor ctr dé sw trirng phat ma Visser Ba danh cho mu tra tan mu. Sau phi vy nay, cau
hoi cau la nguoi hay la d1eu hau hay la nguwoi Andalite van ctr 1ém vén trong 6¢ cau ma cau Van
chua tim ra duwoc loi gidi dap. Tuy nhién, du ciu l1a ai thi tinh ban giita cau va Rachel van va
ngay cang than thiét.

3. Nhan vat quan trong:

Hoi Animorph: Jake, Marco, Rachel, Cassie, Tobias, Ax

Taylor, phé-Visser 51

Visser Ba

4. Nhirng loai thu méi dworc thu nap:

Jake:

Marco:

Rachel:

Cassie:

Tobias: Andalite (Ax)

Ax:

5. Nhirng 16t hinh dwoc str dung:

Jake: Cop Siberi.

Marco: Ruoi, Khi dot.

Rachel: Ru6i, Gau xam.

Cassie: Ru6i, Soi.

Tobias: Ngwoi, Andalite (Ax).

Ax: Nguoi, Bo chét.



NGOI VI CHU NHAN

CHUONG 1

Tén toi la Cassie.

Chi Cassie thoi. [t nhat do 1a tat ca nhiing gl t6i co thé no6i cho ban nghe. Khong phai vi t6i
nghi minh qua néi tiéng nén chi cAn mot cai tén la di dé nguoi ta biét toi 1a ai dau. Toi biét toi
khong phai la Jewel hay Brandy hodc Beck[1].

T6i chi 1a mot cd gai kha 1a binh thuwong. Néu ban c6 thay t6i dang di xudi theo hanh lang
trwdng ctia ban, chic chin ban sé chang them ngo t6i du chi mot gidy. Tru phi, ho6m d6 la mot
trong nhitng ngay ma ttr trong tdi qudn jean cua toi tho ra mot cai dudi nho nho cua chu chim
toi nhan dwoc sau nhirng gio lam viéc cung ba tai Dudng dlrcmg thu hoang Néu do la mét
ngay-duéi-chim, may ra ban sé gianh cho t6i mét cai nhin “6-g&m-chwa-kia.”

Nhung t6i thuwe sw chi 1a mot c6 gai voc dang trung binh, theo tiéu chuin cua ban. Toi cling
c6 ho va tén 16t nhw moi cd gai khac. Chi trir viéc toi danh hau hét thoi gian cia minh dé ngin
chin cudc xam ling Trai DAt ctia bon Yeerk.

bo 1aly do tai sao toi chi co thé noi cho ban biét tén ctia minh. Néu bon Yeerk biét ho cua t6i,
toi s& chét. Khdng, con toi té hon ca cai chét nita kia.

D& t6i cho cac ban vai thong tin chi dan[2] nhé.

Sw that 1: Yeerk la mot loai ky sinh ngoai hanh tinh ¢6 hinh dang glong nhu nhitng con sén
nho, xam xit. Chung xam nhap vao vat chu qua duong 16 tai, roi trai rong co thé mém odt cia
minh ra tram vao tirng khe nirt trong bo ndo cda vat chu.

Sw that 2: Bon Yeerk da bat 1am nd 1& rat nhiéu loai, bao gom nguwoi Hork-Bajir, ngudi Gedds,
Taxxon, mac du lii Taxxon la nhing vat chu tw nguyén. Bay gio thi bon Yeerk da nham té&i loai
nguoi, bién loai ngwdi thanh mét dang vat chii méi ctia ching.

Suw that 3: Ban di biét rang c6 ai d6 bi mot tén Yeerk khéng ché, kiém soat. Ban chi khong
biét nguoi bi mot tén Yeerk kiém soat do 1a ai ma théi. Bon Yeerk c6 thé ti€p can ky tc ciia vat
chd va khién ho hanh xt nhw cach ho van thwong lam. Vat chd, duoc goi la Ké-bi-Muon-x4c,
khong thé tw lam bat cir diéu gi néu tén Yeerk trong dau ong ta, hay ba ta, khong cho phép.

Sw that 4: hoi Animorph c6 thé 1a niém hy vong duy nhit cia ban dé thoat khoi so kiép tré
thanh mot Ké-bi-mwon-xac-ngudi.

Ho6i Animorphs bao goém t6i va bén nguoi ban — Jake, Rachel, Marco, va Tobias. Mot hoang
tw Andahte vi dai tén la Elfangor dd trao cho chung toi quyen nang héa thi. Biét rang minh s3p
chét, 6ng khong muon ra di ma bo lai Trai bat khong c6 chit phong vé nao chong lai bon Yeerk.
It 1au sau thi cau em trai clia Elfangor, Ax. Aximili-Esgarrouth-Isthill ciing gia nhap nhém
chung toi.

Sau nguoi ching toi thwong hanh dong nhw mot doi, nhung dém nay to6i c6 mdt nhiém vu bi



mat, va toi khong muon co qua nhiéu ngwoi tham gia. T6i yéu cau Rachel di theo yém tro cho
toi, va di nhién la nho 4y dong y.

Ban nén nhin thay Rachel. Nho trong cir nhuw la Stone Cold Steve Austin[3] di ngang qua cung
v&i Hoa hau tu6i thiéu nién nuéc My vay. Khong glong t6i, Rachel la mot c6 nho co thé gianh
dwoc phan thang tron ven trong cudc dau T6i-qua-dac- blet nén-tdi-chi-can-mot-cai-tén cho
di nho khong can phai giit bi mat nhan dang ctia nhé.

"Vay chung ta sé vao hay sao day?" Rachel hoi toi.

T6i noi va nguoc mat nhin 1én cin nha co ki€u Victoria dang chim trong bong toi. Can nha
chi c6 mot ctra s6 dwoc thap sang. Canh ctra 14 sach c 1ap sip trén ban I¢, tao thanh thir 4m
thanh lit rit khi€n cho m& téc sau gay tdi duwng hét ca 1én.

"Chung ta sé vao trong," toi tra 1o, 1o di cai cam giac ron ron do.

“K€& hoach nay cdia bo thiét la... dé€ coi xem minh dang tim tir gl d& dién ta cho thich hop
day.” Rachel néi. "0, dting roi, thlet khung hét biét. Giong nhw trong Looney Toeowww[4] —”

Giong Rachel tu dung blen thanh tiéng “meo” cao vut. Nhé dang bién hinh thanh mét con
meo xinh xan, va thanh quan ctia nhé 1a thi bi bién ddi dau tién.

“Tui minh phai lam viéc nay,” t6i n6i voi Rachel khi miii cia nhé thu hep lai va b 16ng mém
mai clla meéo bt dau trd ra trén nguwdi nho. “Chuyén séng con do.”

T6i quan sat Rachel thém vai phut nira. Toi sé bién hinh chudt, roi cung meo-Rachel chui
vao trong nha. T6i nghi chac nho ciing khong cam thiy bi xdc pham khi t6i d€ nho bién hinh
trwedc mot chit: dé nho c6 thé kiém soat dwoc hoan toan 16t hinh bién trwéc khi téi tré thanh
mot con chudt nho ti va ngon lanh.

Khi cai dudi méo den trang vot bung ra khoi dot Xwong cudi cung cua nhd, toi quyet dinh
rang minh chd dén ltc dé 1a duoc roi. T6i tap trung vao ADN chudt c6 san trong mau minh va
ngay lap tirc thay ban tay minh héo quat di.

So v&i may dtra ban, véi t6i, bién hinh dé dang hon nhiéu. C6 thé la do t6i danh rit nhiéu
thoi gian ctia minh dé quan quanh may con thu, cham sdc chung. Téi cling khong biét nira.

Nhung cho du la véi téi di nita, bién hinh khong phai la mot qua trinh bién déi lay lam dé
chiu cho [am. Khong phai theo kiéu la diu tién thi co thé ban co lai, r6i 16ng moc dai ra, roi ti€p
dén 1a bo ria va cai dudi phut ra.

Khong phai thé dau. Qua trinh bién hinh mat trat tw hon, cling gom guodc hon thé. Dy, ngay
nhu lac nay day, t6i da c6 nhitng ban tay bé ti ni, va toi c6 thé cam thay nhiing so1i long tho va
cirng dang vot ra ¢ trén lung. Nhwng, trong khi d6 thi tdi trong van giong toi.

Hai tai t6i cudn tron 1én dén dinh dau, con ngwoi thu nho lai. Toi c6 cam giac nhon nhao khi
rudt gan dich chuyen va teo top di. Mui va miéng t6i kéo gidn ra, quyén lai voi nhau, va roi tai
dinh hinh. Rang toi tré nén nhon hoat. T6i chdi vé phia trudc, vap nguoi xudéng dat, xay xam
mdt may, va co thé toi hop lai bang dung kich thudc cla... cia mdt con chudt. Cai dudi trui
16ng, gay gudc hién ra. T6i da bién hinh xong.

<C6 16 ché chui & bén hién nha, nhung mui ché trong san thi da phai roi,> Rachel thong béo
bang giong truyén.



Tim con chudt-t6i ddp di dung, tri ndo nho be cua chudt ra 1énh cho téi phai chay xa khoi
con meéo. Toi ¢ dan ban ning xuong, cling hén day héng phai la 1an dau tién tbi bién hinh
chuot, néu khong thi cling kha mét day.

<Bo6 di trwde di,> toi bao Rachel.

Nho chay khéi bai co, cai lung méo mém mai rap sat mat dat. Téi chay lon ton theo sau. Cé
clra vao bung va gai gai mii toi.

Rachel lwdt qua 16 cho chui khong mot tiéng dong. <Bo _phai gilt cira ngo cho minh chr.> t6i
cw nu. Téi hiic dau vao ctra day cho né ma hé ra, roi lach vao.

<C6 duy nhit mot ngon dén dwoc thip sang thoi,> tdi nhac Rachel. <Trén JAu. Bén trai i. Tui
minh thir téi dé trwéec nha.>

Ching t6i dat chan Ién bac cau thang. Chac toi sé chang bao gior leo hét tat ca cac bac thang
nay qua. Toi quyét dinh dung cach ctia chudt 1at. Toi cdm madng vudt sau vao lop gb va leo 1én
thanh vin cau thang. Réi tdi chay thing 1én.

Di nhién, Rachel van 1én dén dinh thang trwdc toi. TOi nira tréo, nira chuwc té khoi thanh vin
cau thang va theo nhé di xudi theo hanh lang t&i can phong sang dén. Hy vong la khong qué
tré.

T6i 1én nhin that nhanh vao bén trong phong. 0, c6 gido day toan cua tdi dang ngdi bén ban
cham bai. It ra thi t6i ciing da dén dlng noi.

To6i lui lai. <Tui minh cin cho cho téi khi...>

EEEEE!

<Co da thay tui minh!> Rachel hét. <Chay! Chay ra mau!>

<HOng phai vy dau. Coi bao hiéu nwéc séi d6. Co sé ra ngoai lién. Nup mau!>

Toi nép sat vao tudng, nham tit mat lai d€ c6 gido khong thiy ching nhip nhay trong bong
toi.

San nha lay dong. Liéu cd gido c6 thay tdi khong nhi?
Khéng. Ban chin to twéng cia co xet ngang qua.

<Co hdi cta tui minh day roi!> Rachel hén hé la to. <Téi ludn di!> Nhé lao bo vao phong va
nhay 1én ban. <Chinh xac 1a minh can tim cai gi nao?>

<Mot birc vé. No... a... vé mot trai tim,> toi lap bap tra 101, cd strc tréo 1én cai chan ban.
Nhuwng né lam bing klm loa1 nén mong vuot téi chang thé bam dwcrc

<Minh thay noé roi,> Rachel xi x0. <Cai birc vé trai tim bén trong dé “Cassie mén Jake” chix gi?
K& bén con c6 thém thin i tinh c [an nita chi.>

<Minh... rm... minh v6 tinh nép né chung véi bai kiém tra toan. Lay le di, dirng héi 16 thoi
nira,> toi giuc Rachel. <C&m tiét 16 d6 nha.>

<Cam 47>



<Chtr sao. Mot-Tw-Cling-Khong.>

Rachel cuoi pha 1én, ngoam 14y t& gidy tai hai r6i nhay ra kh01 ban. <buoc roi, b6 1a ban than
nhat ctia minh. Nén mot- -tl-cling- khong Pic biét khong noi "0 B, cai nay khong ngot ngao
sao?" va chic chic ciing khong ndi "Cassie dang y-yéu, Cassie dang y-yéu." Va minh sé khong
doi nao néi—>

<Htw, 1€ ra minh nén lam viéc nay mot minh méi phai.>

CHUONG 2

Khéng khi buéi dém mon man déi canh khi t6i bay vé nha. Méng vuot ci cua téi quap chit
mau gidy - khong doi nao to6i ddnh mat né Ian niva.

That khong thé tin néi la toi lai dem ndp né6 cho cé gido. Hinh nhw tinh cdm da bién tri 6c toi
thanh bot nhao hay sao ay. Hong biét Jake c6 bao gio hanh dong ngé ngan nhw vy khong, boi
vi ciu 4y cling c6 cam tinh véi toi ma.

Chuing t6i chwa bao gio n6i vé chi dé dé. Ching toi tham chi chwa bao gior dung cai tir “Y” do
khi n6i chuyén véi nhau. P6 1a cach néi ciia Rachel. Cai tir "Y" do do.

Nhung mdc du cau ay khong bao gio cong khai chuyén nay nhung toi biét Jake mén toi. Va
toi ciing biét 1a Jack biét tdi mén cau ay, mac du toi cling chwa bao gio néi ra.

Moi thir hoan toan trong sang khi ching t6i hén nhau. bing d6, mdc du chung t6i khong di
vong quanh tay-trong-tay nhw cac cdp doi khac nhung ching toi da c6 vai lan hén nhau.
Thuong 1a ngay sau khi chung toi co gang song soét duoc sau mot vai vu kinh khing. P6 lu6n
luén la mét nu hon “khéng-thé-tin-dwgc-la-ching-ta-con-séng”.

Khong phai toi dang thanh minh dau. Puoc roi, cling khong hoan toan la nhw thé. Toi phai
thira nhan la néu hon Jake sau khi xem mot bo phlm thay vi sau mot tran danh hay mot trai
nghiém mém chét khac thi han sé rit thu vi.

T6i nghiéng mot bén canh va queo gat. Dwdgng dwong Thi hoang da lot vao tam ngam.
Hork-Bajir!

Hinh dang khac thuong dang s¢ d6 dang di chuyen bang qua nhitng trang t01 vGi cip mat cu
tinh twong cda toi, ro nhw ban ngay. Chi c6 moét tén. Nhung mot théi cling du roi.

Khoéng I€ nao no lai c6 mdt ¢ day! Khong thé nao né lai c6 mat & day dwoc! Bon Yeerk da biét
tat ca roi sao?

Khong!
Trong 6c toi bong 16e 1én hinh dnh ba me bi nhing ludi gwom Hork-Bajir kep. c6 16i tudt di.

ROi canh ‘tugng nhitng tén Yeerk khac up toi bat cac ban toi. Nhitng canh ctra bi tong dap ra, tia
Nghiét ni x0i x4, nhitng ludi gwom khua loang loang. Rachel! Jake!



Khong! Khong!

Khong thé lo lang vé nhitng diéu do6 duoc. Khong phai bay gio, nao. Hay tap trung nao! Phai
ngan tén Hork-Bajir nay lai. Chi mét tén nay thoi. Roi...

Ha cdnh xuéng mé bén kia ctia nha kho, hoan hinh, réi bién thanh séi, tdn cong, tdn céng!

Khong co thoi gian. Lam thé sé mat qua nhleu thoi gian. Tré mét! Tén Hork-Bajir c6 thé...
Ma tén Hork-Bajir don doc nay dang lam gi ¢ day kia ch6? Chi c6 moét minh hin thoi sao?
Khoéng lién quan gi ca! Tap trung nao!

Rachel sé lam gi? T4n céng tén Hork- Baijr ngay ldp tic. Nho khong thé doi dé bién hinh. Nho
nhao xudng va cao ga Hork-Bajir bang cAic mdéng vuot cia minh.

Tan cong ngay.

To6i nham vao tén Hork-Bajir va lao thang toi. Muyc tiéu cua toi 1a doi mat. Va trong khi tén
do danglao dao, t6i s€ hoan hinh thanh nguoi roi blen thanh séi. Hay gdu trang. Va sau d6 sé la
cuong hong hin. T6i hau nhw da cam thdy mui vi cda thit roi.

Gan hon. Gin hon nira. Mong vuot givong ra, chuan bi tan cong. Thién nhién da tao ra cho cu
- mdt loai chim oai vé, mot ké tham lang trong dém nhitng pham chat chuyén sin cac con thi
nho.

T6i bay gilra anh sang phia trén nha kho va tén Hork-Bajir. Han quay ngoat lai, canh giac v&i
cai bong cua tbi. Han sé xé toi lam doi!

ROi, trong 4nh sang hit ra tir nha kho, trong mot gidy chuyén dong cudi cing...

/////

T6i thinh linh rut méng vuot lai va queo gap sang trai, lan ich xuong dat cach tén Hork-Bajir
chirmg mot mét. Tuy khong bi thwong tich gi nhwng toan than toi run lay bay.

To6i ndm chém mep trén dit, mot canh bi than deé 1én. <Chao Jara Hamee,> toi 1én tiéng. <Di
dao dém mot minh ha?>

Té ra anh chang Hork-Bajir nay khong phai la moét Ke-bi-mwon-xac, cling khong phai la tay

sai cua bon Yeerk, ma la Jara Hamee, mot thanh vién cua nhém Hork-Bajir tw do. Thé ma suyt
nita téi da choc mu mit anh ta roi..

Ha hon!

Toi sap x€p lai moi chuyén trong 6c. Ba me toi khong bi tan cong. Bon Yeerk khéng biét gi vé
ching t6i. Khong cé nhitng cudc vay bit ndo nhim vao Jake hay Rachel, Ax hay Tobias hay
Marco.

Khong co gi xay ra ca. Tim toi cudbi cung ciing thoi khong nén dm 4m nhuw thé muén nhay ra
khoi 16ng nguec toi nira.

<Anh 1am gi & day vay, Jara? Di xa khoi thung liing 1a nguy hiém lam d4.> T6i vira hoi vira tip
trung vao ADN ctda minh va hoan hinh lai that nhanh.

Lanh dia ciia nhitng nguoi Hork-Bajir tw do 4n minh trong mét thung liing do nguoi Ellimist



tao lap ra. Ngay ca khi biét dich xac n6 nam ¢ dau ban ciling kho 10ng tim ra no. Anh mit ban
du'cmg nhuw ct bi treot khoi d6, tam tri cua ban dtrang nhu cr mudn quén no di. b6 la noi duy
nhat nhirng nguoi Hork- Bajir tw do dwoc an toan, thoat khoi sw tham nhap cta bon Yeerk va
cua ca con nguoi. Hau hét moi nguoi khi bat gdp mot Hork-Bajir déu bin truéc, hdi sau. Piéu
nay ciing de giai thich théi. Vi nguoi Hork-Bajir trong nhw duoc tao ra dé giét ch6c. Nhung ho
la loai hoa nha va hién lanh nhat ma téi tirng gap.

Tham chi ho con la loai dn chay. Nhirng luti dao bén ngot trén mat c4, dau goi, cd tay va
khuyu tay dwoc dung dé twdc vé cay. Pé 1a thir ho dn. V4 cay.

“Ching t6i can giup do,” Jara trd 1oi. “Toby bdo ‘Cha oi, cha di m&i nhitng ngwdi ban loadi
nguwoive day.”

T6i dd hoan hinh nguoi hoan chinh. "Sao? Chuyén gi? C6 chuyén roi sao?" t6i hoi don va lay
lam ngac nhién sao ma trai tim con nguoi van dap qua nhanh khi adrenaline dang tran truéc
nhirng viéc toi té.

Jara bap bénh trén doi chan khing long bao chtia cia minh. “Cé nguwoi la xAm nhap thung
lting.”

“Bon Yeerk ha? Chuing tim thay cic ban roi ha?” T6i la 1én. “Ching tin cong cic ban a? Tinh
hinh ra sao r6i?”

No6i chuyén vo1i Jara Hamee giong nhuw noi chuyén voi dira tre bon tudi vay. Thuong thi
khong sao. Nhung ltic nay thi c6 sao. Ctr mdi mdt gidy bi lang phi déu cé thé khién nhitng nguoi
Hork-Bajir tw do phai chiu nguy hiém.

“Khéng phai Yeerk,” Jara giai thich. “Ma l1a nguoi Arn. Tir thé gi¢i qué nha cia ching toi.
Nguoi Arn... da tao ra... Hork-Bajir.”

CHUONG 3

<M@t ngwdi Arn, trén Trai Pat? O day? Tai sao? D6 1a van dé. Ong ta c6 ¥ dinh gi thé?>
Rachel kinh ngac.

<Ong ta phai dén day. Phién ban b phim Chzen tranh gita cdc vi sao: Ké qudy nhleu lang
¢” chua phat hanh ban DVD ¢ trén hanh tinh ctia 6ng, coi nao, dd 2 nam réi. Ong mua ca mot
mo ban sao & diy, mang vé trén, cd mot gia tai ddy.>

<Kh1ep qud, Marco, bd mé phim khoa hoc vién twdng qua ddy, ma cé sao bd lai mudn xem
may cai phim do th&?>

<Plrng c6 coi thwong Ké qudy nhiéu lding mo,> Marco ndi. <Ba chay ct 1a ba chay.>

Trong 16t loai chim dang san moi, cd dam tui toi dang bay that nhanh t6i lanh dia cua nguoi
Hork-Bajir. Man dém dang nhat dan. Mit troi da (g 1én, hita hen mot budi sang thir By tuyét
dep. Nhirng manh rung xanh ngat bén dwdi, nhiing dam may tang t1ch[5] & trén cao. Xem ra
cho thang anh mit troi thi ndng, con bén dudi nhitng dam may bw c& nui Everest thi lai mat
hon.



<N&u 6ng hy vong c6 thé bat dwoc vai nd 1é trong lanh dia nay thi ¢ ong co thé quén di duoc
day,> Rachel tlep tuc. <Nguwdi Hork-Bajir sé khong bao gior tré thanh né 1é cho ngudi Arn lan
nira dau. bé roi coi.>

Rachel noi khong that chuin. Nguwoi Hork-Bajir chwa bao gior 1a n6 1€ trén hanh tinh cuia ho.
Khong chinh xac cho lam Khong phai cai kiéu 13 ngudi Arn da tao ra ngudi Hork-Bajir dé phuc
dich ho nhitng cong viéc tay chan.

Ching toi biét dwoc tit ca nhitng diéu nay la do Tobias k€ lai, ciu iy da nghe toan b cau
chuyén cua Jara Hamee. P3 c6 mot tham hoa khung khiép trén hanh tinh ma chung toi goi 1a
thé gidi qué nha Hork-Bajir, nhung truéc Kia, noi dé 1a nha cla nguoi Arn, chi c6 moi nguoi
Arn sinh song ¢ do. Vo cua hanh tinh do da b1 hiy hoai va moi thi trén bé mat da bi huy diét
dwdi ap suat cuc lon. D€ c6 thé song sot, nguoi Arn phal can dén cay coi dé cung cap oxy cho
ho. R4t, rat nhiéu cay cuc 16n méi dwoce. Ho thi khong thay thich thd cho 13m véi viéc cham soc
cay. Giai phap la gi? Ho st dung nhu'ng cong nghé cda di truyén hoc dé thiét ké va tao nén mot
giong loai co tri thong minh thap, n vo cay: ngwdi Hork-Bajir.

Mot gidi phap vo cung don gidn d6i véi ngudi Arn, nhitng bac thiy vé cong nghé di truyén.

Nguoi Hork-Bajir cte séng cudc song cua ho, hoan toan khong hay biét gi vé su ton tai cla
nguoi Arn 0 du6i nhitng thung liing sau va hiém tré khong thé di xuong duoc. Ho chiam séc cay
coi - nguon thitc an cla ho. Ho 1am nhitng viéc d6 - nhitng cong viéc ma ngwdi Arn danh cho ho
- hoan toan tw nhién.

R6i bon Yeerk dén.

Bon Yeerk, khi nhin thay nguoi Hork-Bajir, khong hé nhin thiy ho nhw la nhitng nguoi cham
soc cay coi ma la mot doi quan dwoc trang bi vl Khi day minh. Chung bién nguoi Hork-Bajir
thanh vat cht. Ching mang nhirng sinh vat hoa hiéu d6 roi khéi hanh tinh qué huong va bat
dau dung ho nhuw nhitng cd may giét chéc, nhw nhitng tén linh gy kinh hoang ctia P& ché Yeerk.

D6 1a cd mot cAu chuyén dai. Nhitng gi t6i m&i ké ban nghe 1a rit gon lai nhiéu Iam roi do.

<Rachel, hdm nay c6 luong khi néng da qua ha, tui minh con c6 ca gi6 ngwoc nira chir,>
Tobias xuyt xoa. <B6 khéng can phai phi strc dap canh lam gi.>

Tobias la mot chuyén gia bay. Cau 3 ay bi, hay da bi, mac ket trong 16t diéu hau dubi do. Gio
thi cau 4y di 1dy lai dwoc kha ning bién h1nh nerng lai chon 16t didu hau 1a co thé thuc cla
minh.

b6 cling lai la mot cau chuyén dai nira.

Toi dang canh ra bat lay mot luong khi néng. Co thé 6 bién cta t6i duoc nang lén nhe bang.
Bat thém hai ludng khi nong nita 1a toi nhin thay ¢ chinh gitra thung liing bi mat, khodng hai
chuc nguwoi Hork-Bajir dang tam tym lai, ca nguoi lon 14n tré em. Nhin tui con nit Hork-Bajir
1&6n xén gai nhon trong that vui mat. Chung 1a thé hé Hork-Bajir tw do dau tién dwoc sinh ra
trong thung liing nay.

Chuing t6i lwgn vong, taich xa nhitng ddm may va dap xudng, tirng dira mét. Tat ca cung hoan
hinh, trir Tobias.

Toby Hamme tir trong bay Hork-Bajir ua ra don ching toi. Toby la con gai cua Jara Hamee
va Ket Halpak. C6 bé la mot Hork-Bajir rat “khac”, 1a mot hién twong ma nguoi Arn goi la su
bi€n thai ctia thién nhién. C6 bé la nha tién tri, tirc mot Hork-Bajir cé tri théng minh sanh



ngang bang v&i nguoi Arn.
“Cam on cac cd cha da dén. Ngwoi Hork-Bajir dang can loi khuyén cia cac c6 chi,” Toby noi.
“Khong hé chi,” Marco néi. “Thé nay con t6t hon la phai riva xe hoi cho ba.”

“Nguwoi Arn dén day hoi dém héom qua trong mot con tau Yeerk nho, ong da dé nghi mot ké
hoach la lung, nhung Toby chwa chip nhan vi con doi nghe 1&i khuyén ctia cac ¢ chi da.”

“Dung dé cao chiing tdi qua the Jake khiém nhwong néi. “That ra, khong c6 ching t6i thi
chau ciling quyét dinh dwoc ma...

“Chau can cac c6 chu giup that d6,” Toby dap ngay. “Nhit 1a chd,” Toby nhin vao Ax. “Theo
nhu chau hiéu thi: muc tiéu ciia 6ng ngwdi Arn la muon gidp nguoi Hork- Bajir 4p dung y twéong
cua nguoi Andalite.”

“DEé coi 6ng ndi cai gi da,” Jake bao.

Tui toi theo Toby nhap vao vong tron nguoi Hork-Bajir. Ong nguoi Arn no dang ding ¢ gitra
vong. Thit dau tién t6i chi ¥ dén la cip mat cia 6ng. Cip mat 16e ruc 1én nhw kim cwong, nhin
X0ay X04y vao toi.

Chép mat mdy lan, rdi t6i bat dau cha y dén dién mao ctia ngwoi Arn. Ong co bon chan, hai
cai tay thon thon dai ngoang va mét cip canh ngin ciin. Ong cao bing chirng nira Ax va lan da
phip phong ctia 6ng c6 mau xanh ngoc luc bao.

T61 nhin chong choc ngwoi Arn. Chung toi da tung thiy hau hét cac giong loai ngoai hanh
tinh: Hork-Bajir, Taxxons, Andalites, Howlers. Hau hét, dung vdy do. Van ludn cé gi dé khong
yén tam khi nhin mot thir gi do, mot ai d6 ro rang la khong dén tir quanh day.

Va thdm chi theo tiéu chuln cia ngwoi ngoai hanh tinh thi nguoi Arn that ky quai. Ong ding
do, bao quanh boi nhitng quai vat cao chirng hai mét, bi quan sat boi mot ngwoi Andalite trong
c6 vé hoa hiéu, mot chi diéu hau, va mot con ngdng trong mot cai vay tré em xau té.

Ay thé ma 6ng van la nguoi la lung nhat t trong s0 do. Va, vdi toi, ong con la lung hon ca boi 1€
toi co the nhin thay, hay t6i cam thdy rang minh cé thé nhin thay, mot noi budn siu tham
khong giai thich ndi 4n sau d6i mit long lanh khong chut ngudi nao Ay.

Day han 1a nhitng con ngu'ou ' ngwoi Arn gat gu noi. “U, ta da & cd mot ngay troi trén quy
dao de hoc noi ngon ngir cua bon mi. Bon mi c6 rit nhiéu ngon ngi tha vi, nhung co thé sinh
vat hoc cua bon mi lai chang c6 gl hay ho. Hai canh tay, hai cang chan, va mot nén tang khong
can bang Mot sw thiéu thon rd rét vé mat vat Iy hoc: su d6i xtirng don diéu & hau hét cac bd
phan.”

“Vang, cling han hanh dwoc gap ong,” Rachel dai giong. “Ong dén day c6 chuyén gi, 6ng
muodn gi?”

“Tala ngwoi Arn.”
<Chudng t6i biét vé nguoi Arn,> Tobias noéi. <Chtng to6i biét giong loai cia 6ng.>

Gia st sinh vat co cap mat sang long lanh 4y c6 bi choang vi nghe thdy mot con chim tuyén
b6 vé minh nhuw thé thi 6ng ciing khong dé 10 ra.



“Tén ta la Quafijinivon,” dng ta tw gioi thiéu. * Glong loai ma mi khang dinh 1a c6 biét khong
con nita dau. Va ta la ngwoi Arn cudi cung con ton tai..

CHUONG 4
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Tatoi dé mang lai cho ngwoi Hork-Bajir co hoi tw do va tai sinh, dé tra diia bon Yeerk. Ta
c6 mot ké hoach doi hoi sw tror gitip ctia bon mi.”

“Vay ai sé cho ho co hdi dé tra thu ngwoi Arn?” Rachel lam bim trong miéng.

"Ca10 dong la bat ké 6 ong c6 y dinh gi trong dau thi két cuc cua tui minh ciing sé la la hét va
chay cuéng cuéng.” Marco noi.

Cai miéng do choét cua Quafijinivon cong lén phan déi. “Ta con rat it thoi gian, con Nguoi a.
Khong c6 thoi gian cho may cau pha tro nay dau. Dwa vao mot dit kién sinh hoc thi ta chi con
song dwoc bon tram muwdi hai ngay nira thoi.”

<C6 nhitng strc manh khac ngoai sinh hoc,> Ax néi, cai dudi trix danh cta anh gian giat.

"bung, hirm, mot nguoi Andalite. Quyén ri, lic nao ciing thé." Ong ta co nan ra mot ny cuoi.

“Gan day ta da néi ket duoc voi mot bo truyén tai thong tin ctia Yeerk, va hét sttc ngac nhién

khi biét d&n sw ton tai ctia ctia lanh dia Hork- Bajir tw do trén Trai bat. Ta di liéu llnh lam tit ca
moi thir dé cwép moét con tau Yeerk va di mot quing duwong xa x6i ti dam dé tim ra..

“Thé& bon Yeerk c6 biét vi tri cia noi nay khong?” Jake cat ngang.

“Khong,” Quafijinivon tra l1oi. “Chi c6 ta tim ra théi. Ngwdi Arn bon ta tir lJdu da phat trién ky
thuat do tim...”

“Chinh x4c thi ké hoach ctia 6ng la gi?” Rachel ndn ndng hoi.

Nguwoi Arn thay cho nho mot cai nhin cau cau, rd rang la khong hai long khi bi ngat loi lan
thi hai. “Ké hoach cua ta la thu thap mau ADN ctia ngudi Hork-Bajir tir do. Voi sw cho phép cua
ho,” 6ng ta hap tap them ‘Sau d6 sé dung nhitng ADN nay dé tao ra mét giang son méi trén
hanh tinh qué nha cua ta.”

<bé lam gi? bé thay 6 6ng danh nhau véi bon Yeerk ha?> Tobias hoi, birc xtic budc qua lai trén
khtic gb. <Y ctia dng khi néi ngudi Hork-Bajir sé c6 co hdi tra thi 1a vay u?>

Giong truyen ciia Tobias day vé bat binh. Ciu 4y gan gii véi nhitng nguoi Hork-Bajir nay
hon bat cit dita no trong bon t6i ma. Toby Hamme dwoc dit theo tén cta cau ay. Toby c6
nghia la Tobias do6...

“DE chong Yeerk, dung thé,” Quafijinivon thitra nhan. “Nhung khong phai cho ta, ma dé gianh
lai hanh tinh cta ho, dé 1ay lai nhitng gi bon Yeerk da cuép di ttr ho.”

Va tir 6ng, toi nghi. T6i van chwa hiéu dwoc y d6 ctia nguwoi Arn nay. C6 that 6ng muon giup
ngudi Hork-Bajir khong? Hay 6ng dang toan tinh viéc d6 cho minh.

Jake lac dau. “Gia sir ngwoi Hork-Bajir ddong y chang nita thi 1am thé nao mot 1anh dia Hork-



Bajir bé teo c6 thé chién thang ca de ché Yeerk hung cuwong? Khong c6 tau vi try, khong cé vii
khi 1ap dat trén qu§ dao. Va ngay ca tia Nghiét ciing khong co.”

"Pung do, bon Yeerks c6 nhirng thir nho nhd, xinh xinh do6, dwoc goi la vii khi," Marco thém

vao.
“Roi s€ co, " Quafijinivon dap. “Trudc khi chét, Aldrea-Iskillion-Falan va Dak Hamee da danh
cdp dwoc mot tau van tai Yeerk chit diy tia Nghiét cAm tay cling nhw mot loai chat gy nd cuc
nhay.”
Jake va Marco dwa mat nhin nhau.

Marco nhidn vai. “Mé& ra mot mat tran méi chong Yeerk ciing c6 ich diy. Cudc chién du kich
trén thé gi¢i Hork-Bajir s& 16i kéo luc lwong Yeerk ra khéi Trai Dat.”

“D6 khong phai la cudc chién cta chiing t6i,” toi hat diu vé phia Jara Hamee va Toby. “Chuing
toi & day chi dé dwa ra loi khuyén thoi.”

Jake nhan mat, nhan ra minh dang déng vai sép song.

Chau sé lam bat ctr diéu gl de tlep tuc cong cudc khang chién cda ong ba c6 Aldrea va Dak
Hamee.” Toby nhé nhe néi. “M6t mau ADN 1a mét doi hdi khéng nhiéu.”

Aldrea va Dak 1a 6ng ba ¢d cta Toby. Ho la anh hung trong mat nguwoi Hork-Bajir vi ho la
ngwoi lanh dao cudc chién chéng lai bon Yeerk. Va ho da hy sinh trong cudc chién dé.

“T6i cling cho,” Jara tiép.

Nhirng nguoi Hork-Bajir khac cung € a hoa chung diép khuc dy. Tat ca déu dong y y cho phép
Quafijinivon thu hoach ADN cua ho. Mdc du, trir Toby ra, nhitng nguoi Hork-Bajir con lai déu
chang hiéu ADN Ia gi.

_Quafijinivon cui thap dau xuong "Xin cam on,” 6ng ta no6i véi ho. "Nhung dé chi la khau dau
tién. CoOn c6 thém mot yéu cau nita trwde khi toi c6 thé thue hién ké hoach ctia minh."

"( 8," Marco thi thim 5 to. "Téi roi diy."

Nguwoi Arn ngoat con mat quai chiéu vé phia toi va cac ban Animorphs khac. “Aldrea va Dak
Hamee da cat giau nhitng vii khi do. Ta khong the tim ra duoc. Sttc manh cia ngwdi Arn bon ta
khong tuong xumg véi nén sinh hoc vot bac ctia minh. Bon ta khong c6 nhitng ki niang cong
nghé tién tién.”

<Vay muc dich ctia 6ng 1a gi?> Ax hoi. <Ong dinh tao ra mot giong ngudi Hork-Bajir méi roi
phai ho di tim vii khi cho 6ng sao?>

“Khong. Nhw vay la thit sach. Chi hwéng ctia ta con 1én lao hon thé... Trong dau ta dang 4p U
mot y nghi la thuong...”

<Khong binh thwong la tén 16t cia ching t6i,> Tobias néi tinh queo.
“Ta s& hitu Ixcila cia Aldrea-Iskillion-Falan.”

<Con gai ctia hoang tir Seerow?> Ax bat thét 1én ngé ngang.



“Ixcila?” Jake lap lai.

“Do la nhén tinh dwoc lvu tri lai cia Aldrea.” Quafijinivon hap tap g1a1 thich. “Nhiing nép
suy nghi trong bd ndo. Tinh hoa, phdm chét, ky ttc va tinh cach cia ba ay.

Giong Quafijinivon bat diu run lap bap, va lan dau tién toi nhan thdy 6ng da gia yéu hom
hem ro6i. Khong thé nao biét dich xac duoc tubi cia mot ngwdi ngoai hanh tinh cho dén khi nao
ban biét phai tim né & dau.

“Can phai phuc hoi Atafalxical - Nghi thirc Tai sinh. D6 la cach duy nhit dé khai thong Ixcila.
Atafalxical chi dwoc thyc hién thanh cong khi c6 san mot tdm nao ti€p nhan - mot tri 6c ciling
tinh x4o twong dwong nhw tri 6¢ clia Aldrea.”

Tam ndo ti€p nhan. Cai ti nay ctr vang vong mdi trong dau toi cho den khi no chi con la mot
am thanh lup bup. Mot am thanh nghe chitng rat quan trong nhung ¥ nghia ctia né toi khong
thé ndo nadm bit duoc.

T6i cadm thay cai gi d6 bo rot rat trong y thirc ctia minh, mo6t sw canh bao vé tham hoa dang
t&i. Con I6c dang téi, Auntie Em[6].

“Néu tit ca sudn sé thi Ixc11a s& rét vao tam nao tiép nhan va ching ta c6 thé lién lac duwoc
vGi Aldrea,” Quafijinivon tiép. “Ba 4y c6 thé sé din chdng ta tdi vi tri cat gidu vii khi.”

“Thé diéu gi sé xay ra cho nguoi 1a tAm nio tiép nhan?” Jake hai.

Chang bi gi hét, néu dé 1a diéu cac ban quan tam. Pon gian la chi dung chung b ndo véi
Ixcila tré vé lai noi lwu trir théi.” Quaf1]1n1von dap, roi thé mot hoi héo hat. “Chi mot trong bon
Nghi thitc 1a that sw thanh cong. Tam ndo t1ep nhan twong thich Ia rat quan trong. Ixcilg cua
Aldrea sé& bi thu hidt béi tri ndo ai giéng véi tri ndo ba 4y nhat - manh mé, quyet doan va ddc
1ap. Pic biét 1a phai nit. Hork-Bajir hay Andalite deu dworc, nhu'ng ta nghl ba a ay ciing c6 thé
truyén sang con Ngwdi. Néu c6 mot ngudi phu nit c6 nhitng phdm chat nhw thé.”

“0, tui biét ta c6 thé tim thiy mét ngwdi & diu roi,” Marco vot miéng.

CHUONG 5
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Va nhitng twr tiép theo vot ra khoi miéng Rachel sé la...

"Minh sé lam," Rachel néi, khong quén ném cho Marco mot céi liéc khinh thwong.
"Trang phdc," Marco noi.

“Chau khong tw coi minh xrng dang v&i vinh du dy,” Toby thé thé. “Nhwng chiu cling sé
xung phong.”

T6i im thin thit. Sw mo6 ta cda ngwoi Arn hop véi tinh cach ctia Rachel va Toby qua chirng.
Khong phai toi.

Ching t6i tranh ludn. Chung toi gau 0. Rachel ung hd. Tobias ting ho. Ax va Marco phan dm
Jake 1dng nghe, do lwong, can nhic liéu rang c6 nén, thém mot lan nira, dwa ca dam tui tdi vao



16i thwong vong hay khong. Con t6i w? T6i chi cdm thay bat an.

To6i biét cudc tranh ludn sé két thiic nhu thé nao. P6 1a mot co hoi sé lam bon Yeerk bi ton
that va gidap nhu‘ng ngudi Hork-Bajir tw do. Vé phwong dién dao ditc va chién lwoc, khong can
phai nghi ngoi gi.

Ngoai trir mot diéu, nhuw Marco da chi ra, d6 1a mot phi vu dién r6. Ma trén thuc té, ching toi
rat hiém khi két cuc la1 tir chéi lam viéc gi ma khong dién ro.

Quafijinivon ndi ciAn mot noi kin ddo gan dé. Thé la nhitng Hork-Bajir dwa chiing toi t&i mot
cai hang.

T6i rung minh. Toi tw trAn an rang chi do cai hang qua lanh.

<T6i mudn héi mot cau,> giong Ax thap thom, anh chui ca bon mat vé phia nguoi Arn. <Ong
bdo rang tam nio tiép nhan sé chia sé khong gian véi Ixcila cia Aldrea cho dén khi né tré vé lai
noi tich cit chir gi?>

“Chinh x4c,” Quafijinivon dap. Mat 6ng sang lap lanh nhw nhitng vi sao trén bau troi dém.

<Ngd nhé Aldrea khong muén r¢i khdi tam ndo tiép nhan sau khi ba dy gitip chiing ta tim ra
vii khi thi sao?> Ax héi. <C6 cach ndo budc ba dy phai di khong?>

M6t quing im lang ngdt ngat, roi Quafijinivon noi, khong han 13 trd 1oi cau hdi cha Ax.
“Aldrea phai chon cach thoat ra khéi tim nio tiép nhan thoi.”

Ax ngoat mot mat cuong ve ‘phia Rachel va mot ve phia Toby. Ching toi déu hoan toan nhat
tri ring Aldrea s& nhap vao mot trong hai bon ho... néu nhw cai dwoc goi 1a Nghi thitc Ti sinh
do6 dwoc thuwc hién thanh cong.

Rachel, vi nhd... 1a Rachel, con Toby, vi Toby 13 chit gai cia Aldrea va mét nha tién tri Hork-
Bajir.

<Néu ba 4y khong chiu budng quyén kiém soat thi sao?> Ax nhat quyét héi.

“Thi tui minh s€ dem rao ban ban quyen cau chuyén nay cho Lifetime dé doi lay mot gia tai
chtt sao?” Marco binh luan. * ‘Kénh truyen hinh gianh riéng cho phu nit d6 sé ling xé chuyén hai
ngudi phu nit manh mé chia sé cling mot co thé.”

Toby quay qua Ax dadn doi ndi. “Chu héi nhw vay 1a vi chd khong tin cay ba cod Aldrea Nhw
nguwoi Andalite van hay hi€u IAm bat cir ai chon cach vinh vién tré thanh Hork-Bajir vay.”

Sw khac biét cia Toby khong nhiing chi khién c6 bé cé kha nang an noi luu loat hon nhirng
nguoi Hork—Ba]n‘ khac ma con khién c6 bé c6 diu 6c sang sudt hon va cé khad nang dwa ra
nhirng két ludn xac dang dén khong ngo.

Toi tw hoi 1€ nao c6 bé nhan dinh ding vé Ax. Toi biét, vdi Ax, viéc mot nguoi Andalite chon
cach vinh vién tré thanh Hork-Bajir 1a mot y nghi néi loan, bang b6 va xtc pham 1dm lam.
Nguwoi Andalite c6 tiéng la kiéu ngao ma.

Nhwng t6i hiéu sw lwa chon ctia Aldrea. Hon thé nira, toi than phuc ba 3 ay Aldrea da kham
pha ra thir virus nguoi Andalite ché tao nham glet sach Hork-Bajir. D6 la mét quyet dinh tan
nhan, hoan toan vi muc dich quan sw ich ky cua ho. Ngu’o'l Andalite biét mlnh sé that bai, sé
phai tir bd hanh tinh Hork-Bajir va ho khong muén dé ngwoi Hork-Bajir séng sot véi s6 lwong



dbéng duc, roi bi bién thanh céng cu chién diu cho bon Yeerk, va véi ddi quin thién nghé nay
bon Veerk sé cé tiem Iwc di khai pha, chinh phuc nhitng hanh tinh khac trong dai thién ha.

Vi tong tuw lénh Andalite trén hanh tinh_Hork-Bajir da ra quyet dinh. Sau dé, ngwoi dan
Andalite ai phu nhan quyet dinh 4y. Qué tré dé chin nhirng gi da xay ra. Thinh thoang, trong
chién tranh “ngudi t6t” cling 1am nhitng diéu kinh khiing.

Khi d6, ba Aldrea da phai ding trudc hai chon lya: hoac dan toc minh hodc Dak Hamee, nha
tién tri nguoi Hork-Bajir ma ba yéu quy. Ba da chon Dak va da & lai trong hinh hai HOI‘k—Ba]II‘
mai mai. Aldrea va Dak thé s& chién d4u chéng ca Yeerk va Andalite. Ho chét ma van giit
nguyén loi thé do.

Ax ngo nguay hét don trong luc 1én mong guOc nay lai dun co thé sang méng gudc kia. <T6i
hoi chi vi day Ia mot cau hoi logic,> cudi ciing anh phan tran.

“Chau khong cé y nghi ngd ngwdi ban Andalite,” Toby néi coi bd khong thanh khin lam.
<Nguwdi Hork-Bajir ¢6 Iy do dé ma... lwdng lv... nghi ngdr Andalite,> Ax xué xoa.
Toby cti dau lich thiép. “Ca tdi cling mudén cé ciu tra loi vé chuyén dé, thwa nguoi Arn.”

Quafijinivon th¢ dai. * ‘Néu Aldrea khong chiu budéng loi quyén ki€ém soat thi khéng c6 cach
nao budc ba ay di khéi ca,” 6ng ta tha nhan.

"Toi biét. Téi tin ba cO cua minh,"” Toby n6i mot cach chac chan. "Néu duwoc ba chon thi toi
rat1dy 1am vinh du va sin sang trao sw tu do cia minh cho ba."

“Théi dwoc roi, Rachel? Y em ra sao?” Jake hai.

Ciu 4y cdm thay minh c6 nghia vu phai hoi y c6 em ho mac cho bat cir ai cling biét r6 ciu tra
loi cua Rachel.

“Téi ludn di,” nho néi dit khoat.
Chang c6 gi ngac nhién ca. Rachel s& khong 1a Rachel néu nhé néi mot cAu nao khac thé.

Quafijinivon gat dau, doan tho tay vao chiéc tui bang kim loai mac quanh ¢ minh, 16i ra mot
cai lo dung chat 16ng mau xanh 14 cay ruc ré.

"Nhin trong giong chit thai phéng xa hén?" Marco lén giong [Am xam.

"Chung toi tu hop tai day dé tlep nhan Atafalxical,” Quafijinivon bat dau. "Nghi thirc T4i sinh
bao gbm ca su trang nghiém va niém vui, ca néi budn va niém han hoan.”

"Khong thay néi gi téi vu so hdi va khé chiu ha," Marco ha giong.

Néu cdu 4y ma & di gan thi han t6i da thic cho cau dy mot cai cui cho roi. Khong pha1 vino
sé& khién cho ciu 4y phai ngdm miéng lai ma chi vi trang trong khong phai 1a s& trudng cia
Marco.

Quafijinivon t1ep tuc nghi thirc nhw thé 6ng ta khéng hé nghe thiy nhirng loi cia Marco. Ong
mcr nap lo va mot lan hoi pha ra. Gidy sau bén trong miii toi nhw bung chay, mdc du toi chang
ngtri thdy mui gi dic biét, ngoai trir mui 4m wét ctia vom hang.



“Ching t6i goi Aldrea-Iskillion-Falan,” Quafijinivon s€ sang noi, doan dua tay 1én cai tai noi
c6. Toi liéc mat nhin theo, c6 coi xem 0ng lay ra cai gi. Hinh nhw mot miéng kim loai nho...

Chac d6 1a vat 1am tac nhan kich thich, bdi vi ngay khi Quafijinivon tha né vao thi chat 16ng
xanh la cay bién sang mau dé 1an quang. Anh sang ctia né hat 1én tit cd moi thit gan do.

Lan da mém mai cua Rachel bong chuyén mau dé bAm. Lan da xanh 14 ciy ctia Toby sdm dan
roi chuyén sang den tuyén.

Quafijinivon cho thém mdt miéng kim loai nita vao lo. “Ching t6i goi Aldrea-Iskillion-
Falan,” 6ng lap lai.

"Nhan cho Stephen Klng, Marco khé khang. "R.L Stine[7] dang goi Stephen King[8], c6 m0t
tin nhan cta Anne Rice[9]."

Chat 16ng trong lo didc dan, roi bat diu co vao va gian nd ra. Co roi gian. Co roi gian.

Tim toi bat dau dip theo cung nhip do. Toi cdm thiy né trong 16ng nguc va trong cd hong.
T6i cam thay né trong tai va trong nhitng dau ngén tay.

“Chung toi goi Aldrea-Iskillion-Falan. Chung t6i goi Aldrea-Iskillion-Falan.”

Quafijinivon ct 1ap di l3p lai nhitng 11 d6, dAm chan phanh phach moi khi 6ng gao to nhiing
tw do.

“Chiing toi goi Aldrea-Iskillion-Falan,” giong 6ng to hon, chan dam ciing manh hon - manh
dén noi lam rung chuyén ca san hang.

Chit 16ng trong lo co gidn nhanh hon. Co gidn. Co gidn. Tim t6i co bop cung nhip véi chat
l6ng.

“Chung toi goi Aldrea-Iskillion-Falan.” Quafijinivon ru l1én.
“Néu tui ma trong thdy mot cai thiy ma s6ng diy toi sé -”

San hang chot chao ddo dwdi chin téi. T6i bo nhao vé trudc va khuyu goi ngay trwdc mit
nguwoi Arn.

“Tam ndo ti€p nhdn da duoc chon!” Quafijinivon quat om, roi dat tay lén dau t6i. “Mi co
chap nhan Ixcila cia Aldrea-Iskillion-Falan khong?”

Cai... cai gi? Ba ay chon t6i ha?
That khong hop ly.

“Mi c6 chap nhéin Ixcila cua Aldrea-Iskillion-Falan khéng?” Quafijinivon lap lai, &m vang ca
vom hang.

"Khong!" Jake cudp loi.

Nhwng ciu trd 1o1 duy nhat toi c6 thé néi, dy la “Co.”



CHUONG 6

T i chuan bi tinh than dé... dé lam gi toi cling khong biét nira.

P43 mot lan t6i c6 Yeerk & trong dau. Toi da b1et cam giac bi mot loai khac tham nhap. T6i
biét sy xdo dong khi nhitng ky trc riéng tw nhat cda minh bi xam ‘pham. T6i da biét ndi kinh
hoang khi mat quyén kiém soat canh tay, cang chan va miéng cda chinh minh. Nhung lic nay
t6i khong hé cdm thiy nhitng diéu dé so ay.

“Ba a4y chon Cassie?” T6i nghe Rachel Iau bau. “Minh da cdm thay thé cach didy mwoi phat.”

“Cho chau noéi chuyén voi ba c6 nha?” Toby lao nhio. Giong c6 bé mang vé s¢ so chir khéng
c6 vé buc boi, boi réi nhw Rachel.

T6i nu6t ng uc, cO hong kho rap, ran rat nhuw glay nham. “Xin 16i, Toby. Cd khong nghi Nghi
Thitc ndy...” t6i 4p ung va chot im bat khi nhan ra cé cai gi d6 khang khac trong dau minh...

Ban da bao gio di thi ma ndp giay trang hoan toan chuwa? Poc cau hdi, ban biét ngay cau tra
1o, biét minh da hoc va ghi nhé phan nay rat k§, nhung ban khong thé ndm bat duoc noé - ct
nhu cé mot birc twdng trong nio ban, tach ban ra khéi thong tin vay.

b6 1a cam giac cua toi bay gio. Va bic twong qua lon. Cao, dai va day. T6i chac chin ba
Aldrea dang & bén kia birc twong nhung khong thé xuyén qua dlrcrc T6i tham chi khong may
may c6 mot y nght hay cam xuc nao. biéu duy nhat t6i biét 1a c6 mot strc manh, mét mé cam
xuc, mot vat hay ngudi nao dé dang ngy trong tri nao minh.

C nhw ba 4y & dang sau hay bén canh toi, nhung khi quay dau lai thi tdi khong thé thiy ba.

“Cassie, b6 6n chi¥? Chuyén gi xay ra vay?” Jake binh tinh hoi. Qua binh tinh.

“Ixcila da bam ré chua?” Giong Quaﬁ]mlvon thap thém run run. P6 1a Iin dau tién ngudi Arn
biéu 16 cdm xtc thit cda minh. Ong ta mudn va cin viéc nay dwoc thuce hién.

“Suyt,” toi ndi. “Tat ca xin vui long... suyt.”

To6i nham mat lai. Toi khong mudn bt cit thir gi bén ngoai dung cham, lam lay dong tAm can
minh.

“Ba Aldrea?” T6i goi nhe nhwng dit khoat, cdm thiy minh nhw mdt con ngd dang ru ri néi
chuyén vé&i nhirng vach hang nhép nhap.

Khong c6 tiéng tra loi.

Ba Aldrea! T61i lap lai, lan nay khé khang hon, hy vong ba nghe dwoc y nghi tryc tiép cda toi.
Néu ba & day thi xin ba néi chuyén véi chdu.

Khéng cé tiéng dap.

<Ky quai ghé,> Tobias thi thao. <Cir nhu goi hon viy. Tat ca nhitng gi tui minh can la mot
ban cau co.>

Chac 13 Aldrea da lac duwong. Ba 4y c6 biét dwoc gi khi bi nhét trong lo khéng nhi? Liéu ba c6



biét minh da bi mang té1i mot hanh tinh xa x6i trong dai thién ha? Liéu ba c6 biét Nghi thirc Tai
sinh da xay ra? Ring bay gi¢r ba khong con & trong lo nita? Liéu ba 4y c6 biét minh da chét roi?

“Ba Aldrea, néu nhu ba c6 thé nghe dwoc chau néi, chdu muon ba biét rang ba van an toan,”
tdi nac lén.

"An toan nhw mot ngwoi chét ay," Marco noi.
<Ai c6 thé an toan hon nguwoi chét chiv?> Tobias tram ngim.

“Aldrea, ba dang chia sé b6 ndo va co thé véi chau. Tén chau la Cassie. Chau la mot co gai
loai ngudi. Chau song trén hanh tinh Trai PAt. Mot ngwdi Arn thuc hién Atafal...”

<Nguwoi Arn ha?>

Nhiing dém dé né bung ra trwedc mat toi. Tleng ndi phat ra trong dau 01 tovard dén noi
khlen toi choang vang. Gio thi birc twomg ngan cach da bi khoét mot 16. T6i cam thiy cdm xtc
cta ba Aldrea di qua dé. N6i bat nhat 1a sw tirc gian.

<Mi di lam gi... & dau... véi ta, ngudi Arn?> Ba chit van. <Mi da lam gi?>

Giong ba vang dong nhu tiéng cwa xich chay trong 6c toi. “Ai! Ai! Ai! Aldrea, lam on dirng lai!
Ba lam chau dau!” T6i thét.

Jake 6m 14y vai t6i va xdc l1én. Dau g01 toi suyt xum Xuong T6i cam thay ndi dau cla ba
Aldrea phong 1én - mot phan hoi, va biét rang tiéng thét ctia minh ciing lam ba dy dau.

T6i rang thé kho khe.
“May b6 c6 nghe gi khong? C6 phai ba 4y n6i qua miéng minh khéng?” Téi ling ting hai.
“Khong, tui minh chi nghe thiy b6 néi,” Rachel bdo. “Hay it ra 1a minh twdng dé la bo.”

Xem ra dé cap t¢i nguwoi Arn khong phai la cach dé chiém long tin cdy cua ba Aldrea. Can
phai tiép cin ba bang cach khac - cach gi d6 d€14n 4t con gian cha ba...

“Aldrea, luc nay xin ba dung noéi gl hét. Dé chau giai thich,” t6i nho nhe noi. “Ba dwgc mang
toi hanh tinh nay la vi ¢ day c6 mot lanh dia cia nguoi HOI‘k-Ba]lI‘ tuy do. Chau ndi ctia ba, Jara
Hamee, & day. Va ca chit gai ctia ba, Toby Hamee, cling c6 mit nita.”

T6i ngrng lai d€ tham do phan ung cua ba Aldrea. T6i cadm thiy bao nhiéu cdm xtic xody trao
- ca su to mo, ngcy vuc, hy vong, lo so va kinh hoang. “Toby Hamee ¢ trong hang nay vé&i ching
chau,” t6i tiép. “Ba c6 mudn gap c6 bé khong a? Ba c6 thé nhin qua mat chau...

<Tat ca nhirng gi ta thay la mau den kit,> ba Aldrea dap.

T6i liéc quanh hang, muo6n nhin cai gi d6 lam miu bam. T6i tap trung vao chiéc 4o do chét
cua Rachel.

“C6 18 ba chwa quen cach tri ¢ thu thap thong tin qua mit,” t6i bdo ba Aldrea. “Ngay bay gid
chau dang nhin vao mot vat mau do.”

T6i cAm thiy Aldrea cang thang tip trung, roi thiy ba thé hat bao hiéu da nhan ra.



<Po!> ba Aldrea la lén.
T6i quay vé phia Toby.
<Gio ta dang nhin... c6 phai c6 bé dé khong? D6 1a chit gai cda ta had?” Ba Aldrea ngd vuc hoi.

“Da phai,” toi dap, va lién cdm thay mot niém thoi thuc phai co tran minh vao tran Toby.
Phai thoang sau tdi méi nhan ra niém ao wéc ay 1a ctia ba Aldrea.

Néu ba Aldrea mudén cham vao Toby, sao toi lai khong lam nhi? T6i dinh budc 1én mot budr,
nhung mot 16 mot 16¢ nhitng cau hdi ctia ba Aldrea da ngan t6i lai.

<Ta khong hiéu... Py la ndm nao? Dak diu ro6i? C6 viéc gi da xay ra cho co thé cta ta?>
Sw hoang mang ctia ba 1én nhanh dén do6 t6i cdm thay mo héi tudn ra tlr tran minh.

“Tui nghi da dén lic moi phap su toi,” Marco noi. Khong | hé dua gion, hoan toan thwc long.
Cu 4y dang lo lang. Nhitng nguwoi khac tat thay déu co vé lo lang.

“Ba c6 nhé mot ngwoi Arn gia da cat gity Ixcila cia ba khong?” Toi hoi.

<A, nh¢,> Aldrea dap. <Ta dong y dé ong ay lwu trir nhan tinh cta minh, mdc du ta khong
nghi ngwoi Arn dd trinh d6 thwe hién mét cudc cay ghép thanh cong.>

T6i biét khoanh khac hi€u biét da cham t6i ba. Trai tim t6i bat dau nén thinh thinh va cam
thay nhitng soi day than kinh nhw bi dién di vao.

<Nhuwng cai gi da xay ra viy? Cay ghép thanh c6ng ha?> Ba Aldrea tiép. <Cai nay c6 nghiala...
>

T6i dan do mot hoi. Nhung ba budc phai biét sy that. Téi nhé giong. “Vang, thwa ba Aldrea,
ba da chét roi.”

CHUONG 7
ALDREA

Tén ta la Aldrea-Iskillion-Falan.

Ta vira dwoc cho biét 1a minh da chét roi.
Khéng thé thé dwoc. That 16 bich.

Phan tAm linh nguoi Arn luu triv lai chi cho phép ta duoc tai tao lai mot cach tho so. Mot m¢&
hon don nhirng cam xuc, khong hon. That khong thé tin rang nhitng y nghi va cam xuc lic nay
ta dang cdm nhan la két qua cua nhitng xung dién va phan ing héa hoc duoc thu thap tir nhiéu
nam truéc day. Ta da bat tinh trén chién trudong. Mot o gidc, mot manh 161 bon Yeerk dung dé
tran ap ta. Chung hy vong ta..

Thé con co thé nay la sao? Con do6i ban tay qua it ngén dé 1a tay Andalite nay? Va nhirng canh



tay qua yéu dé€ la tay Hork-Bajir kia?

Ta khong mudn tin la minh da chét. Nhung ta ciing khong thé phu nhén rang ta dang ¢ trong
mot co thé khong phai ctia chinh minh. Mot co thé nhé bé, éo udt, da niu, khong cé 16ng day
bao pht.

“Ba Aldrea?” Sinh vat dwoc goi la Cassie noi. “Ba khéng sao ch&?”

Ta nhan ra minh khong chi nghe duoc tleng ndi cua cd bé ma con cam nhan dugc nhitng
cadm xuc nita. Mot cam xtic bao ham suw théng cam, lo 4u, budn ba va ca so hii nita..

<Dak cq con sdng khong?>Ta héi theo ki€u truyén y nghi ctia dan toc minh. Ta can phai biét.
Trir phi... O khong, nhitng cam xuc tir Cassie d3 cho ta ciu tra loi trude khi ¢o cat tiéng.

“Khéng, thua ba Aldrea. Ong 4y da mat cach day 1au Idm réi. Chau xin 16i vi ba da phai di mot
quang dwong xa téi day,” co bé tra loi.

<Thé Ixcila cia anh 4y d4u?> Ta thac mac. Ta biét Dak cling c6 Ixcila ma. Co thé né ciing da
dwoc rét vao mot co thé khac, giong nhw ta lic nay. Dak va ta c6 thé van & bén nhau.

“Chau khong biét,” c6 bé dap va huéng anh nhin qua ngwoi Arn. Phai mot hoi ta m&i nhan ra
c0 khong giao ti€p voi lao theo cung cach giéng nhu bon ta giao tlep nhau. Va phai mat mot lic
nita ta m&i hiéu ra ndo c6 ti€p nhan thong tin tir tai nhw thé ndo, va ta cé thé dung ndo co dé
dién dich nhitng dir liéu thanh 1&i néi ra sao.

“Bon Yeerk da cho no tung thung ling hAu tao mit phang d€ lam noi huin luyén. Phong thi
nghiém clia ta bi tan pha ning né. Ixcila ciia Dak Hamee da bi ph4 hity,” ngudi Arn giai thich.

That vy sao? Néu thé thi Dak chét that roi. Chét nhw cha me va em trai Barafin cua ta...

<Viy thi hay dé cho ta chét luén di, lio nguwoi Arn kia,> ta n6i sung. <Hay dé ta chét di.>

Liéu vao cai ngay xa xua do ta c6 kip noi lo1i tir biét voi Dak khong nhi? Hai ching ta c6 chién
dau vai sat vai cho dén phut cuoi cung khong? Ta khong bao gio biet. Ixcila cua ta da duorc tich

trit trwedre khi ta chét kha 1au, cho nén nhirng ky &c vé phut cudi véi Dak khéng ton tai.

Ta cam thay ndi wu phién tir Cassie, bén gat no di. Ta chang huwdng loi 16c gl & cdm xuc cla
cO gai loai ngwoi nay. Co6 bé chang 1a gi d6i vai ta ca.

Con mot ciu culi cung ta phai hdi, mac du ta rat so nghe ciu tra 1oi. <Con con trai ta... Diéu
gi da xay ra v&i Seerow, dira con trai dwoc ta dat theo tén cuia cha ta?>

Ta ch(y Cassie lap lai cau hoi a ay v01 ldo nguoi Arn, thé nhung mot Hork-Bajir tré lai la nguoi
trd 10i. “Bon Yeerk da bat ong tré thanh vat chi, ba cb a Chung mang Ong t&i Trai Dat trong
quan doi chinh phat. Va 6ng da chét trong khi bi cam tu..

Ta chua hé tlrcmg tuong ra sO phan nao den toi hon thé cho con trai minh. Bon Yeerk da
bién cudc sdng cua né thanh mot cai chét biét di dirng. Va ta thi khong & d6 dé bao vé no..

“Nhung con trai cua Seerow - ]ara Hamee - cha chau, da tron thoat nho sw gitup dé cta
nhirng con Ngudi ndy,” Toby ti€p. “Va chau - chat gai cta ¢d - da dwoc sinh ra trong tw do.”

Ta quan sat Toby bang d6i mit m&i cia minh. O né c6 mot cai gl do rat quen thudc. Nhirng
tir vung dwoc s3p xép mot cach chin chu, 1o néi tudn ra trodi chay, y tudng...



Tw dung, ta cAm thay lang lAng nhu mot niém vui dang le 16i.
<H6i c6 bé xem no c6 rdt khdc khong?> Ta bao Cassie.
Mot nu cwoi ngodc ra trén gwong mat Toby khi c6 bé nghe cau héi.

“Cé chir. CO 3, chau rdt khdc,” c6 bé tra loi. “Chau rdt khdc. Cling nhw 6ng c6 Dak Hamme
Véy."

Nha tién tri. Nha tién tri dwoc sinh ra trong tw do.

“Moi nguwdi dwa O tir coi chét tré vé 1a vi tat ca dang can sw gitip d& cda co,” Toby noi.

<B&o cb bé 1a ta khong tir chdi bt cir 1o yéu cAu nao clia nd,> ta nhac Cassie.

Su tai sinh mang lai cho ta mot noi dau khong tai nao chiu dung dwoc: Dak cua ta khong con

nira, Seerow cua ta cling chét roi. Nhung ta ciing co sy bu dap Ta c6 co hoi gap dura chat gai. Ta
khong tir chéi bat cir diéu gi. Rat ¢6 thé, mot ngay nao do6 ta sé gdp con cua Toby.

CHUONG 8

Ngu'(‘ri Arn le lang thong bao vé ké hoach ctia minh cho ba Aldrea. T6i cdm thiy ba cang lic
cang tirc gian khi nghe 6ng noi.

“Mi gitip bon ta cht?” Nguwoi Arn héi. “Mi c¢é nhé nhitng vii khi d6 dwgc gidu & ddu khong?”

<Khong! Ta chang biét gi vé ching ca. Chuyén han da xay ra... néu qua thuc né da xay ra,
chac 1a sau khi ta chét,> ba Aldrea noi.

T6i lap lai thong diép cua ba.

Ngwdi Arn rau ri gat dau. “Tuy nhién, chinh tri ndo cua ba lic trwéc da tim ra noi cat giau.
Mot khi da tim ra mot lan thi cé thé sé tim lai Ian nita. Liéu ba c6 tim ra ching khéng?”

<Ta c6 thé tim ra vii khi minh da cat gidu khong 4? U, rat c6 thé,> ba Aldrea bao.

“Thé thi hai chung ta... O khéng, ba chung ta chit - néu ké thém ca tAm nio ti€p nhin - sé ra
di vao ngay mai, Quafl]lmvon dap loi. “Trong khi nguoi Hork-Bajir méi dan thanh hinh trong
phong thi nghiém cua ta thi mi sé di tim vii khi.”

“Néu Cassie di thi tit ca ching tdi cling di,” Jake quyét dinh.

“Nhung c6 ta chi la vat chira dung théi,” Quafijinivon noéi voi nu cudi tron nhay. “Tai sao
may nguwoi can phai di?”

<B@i vi 6ng cho rang ban tdi cha 1a gi ngoai y nghia 1a mot vat chira dung, ly do 1a vy d6,>
Tobias noi.

"Ta da khong nghi téi viec mang—" Quafijinivon mé miéng.



<Bdao lao hdy im di,> ba Aldrea ra l1énh cho t6i. <Cu0c ban luan nay la v6 ich. Du cé tim ra vii
khi thi con lau ta mé&i giup nguoi Arn...>

<Khoan, khoan. Ba n6i nhanh qu4,> t6i bao Aldrea. Thi ra liic nay t6i da c6 thé noi két tam tri
thang voi ba. Ciing dé dang nhw dam thoai truc tiép vay.

<Thé thi hay dé ta sir dung trung tim diéu khién 1&i néi cia mi. D€ ta truc ti€p noéi chuyén
v@i moi nguoi.>

Mot 1o dé nghi hoan toan hop ly. Toi chang c6 1y do gi dé tir ch6i ca. <N&u ba c6 thé két ndi
dworc thi xin ctvlam di a.>

Gan nhuw ngay 1ap tic, tdi cdm thay co hong minh ngwa ngira. Lu¢i toi dong day roi phat ra
nhirng am thanh nghe nhuw tiéng heo un in.

“Cassie, b6 khong sao d6 chit?” Rachel bon chon hoi.

T6i khong tra 101 nho. Ba Aldrea da khién rang toi khoa chat lai véi nhau. T6i gio ca hai tay
1én va gat dau, cd ra hiéu cho moi nguwdi biét 1a minh 6n. it ra thi canh tay clia ti van 1a cia toi.

“Ald... Aldr...”

Cam thay cam minh nhtc nhich, t6i thap thdm cho nghe Marco gheo “Néi chit dirng phun
nwéc miéng nha”. Thé nhwng cdu y van im lang.

“Althrea... Aldrea noi day. Ca-ss-ie da d-0-n-g y cho ta stt d-u-n-g _giong noi cua cd ay,” ba
Aldrea lap bap gidi thich, glong nhw mot dira nho dang rang danh van nhirng tir qua kho. Ty
dung ba khién téi lién tuwdng dén Yeerk. Ba dang sir dung miéng toi! N6i bing giong ctia toi!

“T-a sé lam bat cwr d-i-

-u g-1 hong gitp d-& c-h- a-t g-a4i minh va n-g-u-o-i Hork-Bajir,”
Aldrea tiép. “Nhung ta k-h-

é-
0-n-g lam diéu nay.”

“v mi la sao?” Ngu'0'1 Arn cau cau. “Mi phai lam! Mi khudc tir co hoi lay lai hanh tinh Hork-
Bajir vé cho ho sao?” Giong 6ng run ray. T6i khong biét dé 1a do tirc gian hay don gidn chi vi
6ng da mét dit hoi.

Ba Aldrea cuwoi khang khai. D6 1a mot m thanh khan duc lot ra khéi c6 hong toi. “Khong,
nguoi Arn a. Ta tiy chéi tao co hoi cho mi lay lai hanh tinh cia mi. D6 m&i chinhla diéu mi that
su yéu cau. Mi chdng mang gi téi loai Hork-Bajir. Long da mi khong tit t& nhw vay dau.”

Giong ba Aldrea by gitr da sudn se roi. Ba da thoai mai st dung cai miéng cua toi. Nhung toi
thi chang ham gi chuyén nay. Téi cAm thay nhw minh 1a ngwdi néi ti€ng bung tai danh nhat thé
gioi vay...

“L6 bich,” ngwdi Arn phan ddi. “Ta gia roi. Chang con sdng dwoc bao lim nita...”

“Mi yéu cau ta gidp mi s dung ngwdoi Hork- Bajir mot Jan ntra. Moi lJan mot nguoi Hork-Bajir
m&i cua mi giét duoc mot Yeerk thi anh ta ciing glet luén mdt phan dirc tinh hién hau cta
minh,” ba Aldrea giang giai. “Mi mang ta tré vé lai dé gitip Hork-Bajir chém giét Hork-Bajir
ha?”

“CO noi ding lam,” Toby xen vao. “Nhung ching ta khong con cach nao khac. Nguoi Hork-
bajir chi con c6 mot nhiim s6ng st sau tham hoa virus lwong t. Tat cd ho déu da bi dwa di



khoi the gioi qué nha. Rat it nguoi kKhong bi dau doc nhu ba cb va ong co. Chung ta lai c6 thé
sinh s6i ndy né& va tré vé qué nha. Nhung chi khi nao bon Yeerk bi suy yéu....”

Toby budc ra tredc mat toi va ci xuong nhin sat vao mat toi. A khong, vao mat ba Aldrea -
bdi vi luc nay co € toi khong c6 & day. “Co cho chau theo vé hanh tinh cda chiing ta di. Chau sé
bat tay lam lai tu dau, sé tiép tuc phong trao diu tranh do ba cd va 6ng Dak Hamee gay dung,”
Toby nai ni.

Toi cam thay ba Aldrea dau that lai khi Toby nhac dén tén Dak. Roi tdi cAm thiy ba gat ndi
dau 4y qua mot bén.

“Chau la nha tién tri, Toby, nhung chau con treé 13m. Chau khong luong hét duwoc nguoi Arn,
nguoi Andalite, va ca loai Nguwoi nay dau. Cho du dugc trang bi vi khi day du thi liéu mot vai
nguoi Hork—Ba]lr do sinh vat nay - ldo nguoi Arn khéo 1éo nay, mot tén déi tra va hén nhat
trong s6 nhirng glong loai d6i tra va hén nhat...” ba chia ngén tay t6i vao ngwoi Arn. Téi cam
thdy mat minh van xodn lai vi con thinh no cta ba.

Ba Aldrea c6 kim nén cam xuc, nhwng bay gio ham lwong adrenaline trong mau t6i da tang
dit qua. Loai ho6c-mdn dé cang kich thich n6i hoang so va gian dir ciia chinh toi.

“Hork-Bajir giét Hork-Bajir va ai dwoc hwdng loi?” Ba Aldrea chat van.
“Tat ca nhitng ké thu cia Yeerk dwgc hwdng loi,” Jake tra loi.

Toby gat dau. “Phai do, c6 a. Pay 1a mot sw kién bén Ié - c6 thé no chi lam cho bon Yeerk xao
nhang chut dinh. Cé thé Hork- Bajir sé chét. Tuy nhién, chiing ta phai chién diu.”

Ba Aldrea x0e rong ban tay to6i ra. “Tai sao?”

“Boi vi chiing ta phai la dan toc tw do, thua c6. Dau sao ty do ¢ trong thung liing nay ciing la
do nhitng nguoi ban loai Nguoi day phal chién dau va dem lai cho ching ta. Nhung tw do
khong la clia dem cho. Ma phai 1a doat 1y va giit gin. Tu do ctia chiing ta phai do chinh ching ta
tao nén.”

Mot IAn nira toi lai cAm thay ndi budn ray ritt ctia ba Aldrea. Moi loi thét ra tir miéng Toby lai
khi&n ba nhé téi Dak.

“Chau noi nghe diing cam day, Toby. C6 1€ chau sé nghl lai néu chau thiy thidy Hork-Bajir
chat cao nhw nui. Ba c6 ctia chau da tirng chirng kién roi..
Khong ai noi gi ca. Quyét dinh la ctia ba Aldrea. Phai 1a cua ba. “Ching ta sé di. Nhung ta canh
bao mi, nguoi Arn: mi khong dwoc phan boi ngwdi Hork-Bajir. By gior thi ching ta vé nha
théi.” Cudi cung ba Aldrea noi.

<Ba ta goi d6 la nha,> Ax buot 1oi.

Ba Aldrea quay phat vé phia anh. <Andalite,> ba néi riéng v&i toi. <Ngwoi Andalite kia lam gi
o day?>

<Anh ay la mot ngwoi ban,> toi dap.

<Dan toc ta cling la ban voi Hork-Bajir,> ba ham hé. R6i nhin thang vao Ax, ba néi ranh rot

bang giong cua toi. “Con ngudi tén Cassie nay néi mi la mot ngwoi ban, Andalite. Nhung ta da
canh bao co ta vé ban beé Andalite.”



<Thé ba c6 canh bao cho ban 4y vé mot nothlit Andalite, con gai ciia Seerow, ngudi gia bo
lam Hork-Bajir khong?> Ax quat lai.

<Ta la ngu¢i Hork-Bajir.>

<Khong phai. Jara, Ket va nhitng ngwdi kia méi la Hork-Bajir. Con ba, ba ty nhan minh twon
dwong voi mot nha tién tri Hork-Bajir, nhung that ra, tri thong minh cua ba khong phai la két
qua cua mot sy dot bién gien. Du khong quen ba, Aldrea-Iskillion- Falan, nhung t0i biét ba. Ba
cuc Ky thong mlnh giau cam xuc, day long tu chu c6 kha nang déi gat va phlnh ltra vé nguon
goc cua minh. Vé nén tang, ba rat hoa hiéu, gan da va cé tinh than hy sinh cao ca. Néi ngan gon:
ba la mot ngwoi Andalite chit khong phai 13 Hork-Bajir.>

“Dang 1y ra b6 nén mo tad mot con ‘nguoi,” Rachel noi sdc ngot, “sau d6 dim thém tinh kiéu
ngao va khéng cé 6c khéi hai thi bd sé c6 mot Andalite.”

That ngac nhién, ba Aldrea cu¢i sang khoai. “Ré rang la nhirng con Nguoi bon mi da tiép xtc
kha nhidu véi Andalite.”

Ax khong dong tinh véi sw dan hoa, d4u diu 4y - van di d6i mit chinh vao téi, vao ba Aldrea.

<T6i mudn dwoc dam bdo, con gai cla hoang tir Seerow 3, rang ba ch1 c6 duy nhat mot
nhiém vu. Rang ngay sau khi chi cho chiing t6i vi tri cat vii khi thi Ixcila cua ba phai tro vé noi
luu gitr. Ba chét roi, Aldrea-Iskillion- Falan. Khi ba thuc hién xong viéc nay thi do tudng vé su
s&ng s& cham dit, va Cassie phai tré vé dung 1a Cassie.>

Birc twong ngdn cach t6i va ba Aldrea lai hién ra. Hinh nhw lan nay day va chic chan hon
truére. Toi khong biét phan tng that sw clia ba trudre 1oi yéu cau danh thép cta Ax 1a thé nao.

“Ta hiéu vi sao Nghi thirc Tai sinh lai dugc thyc hién,” ba noi déu déu. “Ta hiéu ngudi Arn
mang ta dén day chi dé sir dung ta vao muc dich nay. Ta s& lam diéu ta phai lam.”

D6 khong phai la ciu trad 1o téi mudn nghe.
<To6i 14y lai quyén kiém soat co quan loi néi cia minh day,> toi noi.
<Di nhién.>

Cau dap nay coi bd kha hon. Nhung phai chi ba 4y chdp nhin ma khong chin chir thi van tdt
hon.

CHUONGO

"Chl'mg ta nghi can phai néu tinh hinh cho ba biét. Thé nay nay: mot trong nhitng 16t hinh
bién tot nhdt cla Cassie 1a séi,” Rachel néi véi ba Aldrea khi tui toi di vé nha, ngang qua khu
rirng day nhitng hat nang 16m d6m xuyén qua ké la.

Bon ban da bay di trwéc roi - hoac it ra tui no khong con & trong tam mat cla t6i va Rachel
nira. Vai k& hoach da dwoc 1ap ra. Ching t6i phai di ving mot thoi gian nén rat can sw tro gitp
clia ngudi Chee.



T6i biét Jake da cin than dé lai mot hay hai dira dang sau dé bi mat canh chirng tui t6i. Ciu
4y e ngai loi dap 14p lirng ctia ba Aldrea con hon ca tbi nita Kia...

Cudc di b6 nhan nha trong rirng nay la mot bai kiém tra. Néu ba Aldrea giy ra rac roi gi thi
Rachel da c6 mat san sang - chac chan con ¢6 ca Tobias va Ax nira. Du khong thiy nhung toi ca
1a m4y cau 4y chi & loanh quanh day théi.

Jake cho rang ba Aldrea sé hoc cach kiém soat nhiing 16t bién hinh cta téi. Trén thé gidi
Hork-Bajir ba sé lam tran. Ma trong khi chién dau, t6i va ba can phai hanh  dong chép nhoang.
Ba can biét trong tinh hudng nao thi phai ding vii khi ndo. Gir chiing tdi can coi ba xoay x& ra
sao.

“S6i c6 tdc do rat1én,” Rachel van tia lia. ¢ ‘Khd ndng cau ritt cia ham rang. Stec chiu dung phi
thwong. Ching cé thé Chay su6t dém. Ne, neu ba chon chau, ba Aldrea a, thi ba sé& c6 nhirng vii
khi manh hon nhiéu. Vi du nhw voi chau Phi né, né nang bay tin. Khéng k& 16t giu xam do6 nha.”

T6i cam thay ve than phuc pha. 1an thich tha noi ba Aldrea. Cai burc tuwong chan gitra ching
toi da bi ha xuong, nhung nhirng gl toi thay va cdm nhén chi la thir ba Aldrea cho phép t6i thiy
va cAm nhan thdi.

T6i thdy minh ciing chang viéc gi phai pho bay hét ca bi mat riéng tw cho ba a ay xem. Tuy da
14y lai quyen khong ché co thé, nhu'ng toi can than ngong 1én cdy va vao cac bui ram xem bong
dang ctia Tobias va Ax & dau. It nhiéu ba Aldrea ciing doan dwoc t6i dang mong ngéng cai gi.

“Khéng phai 1a chdu that vong, nhung ma tai sao ba khong chon chau?” Rachel héi to. “Y
chau la... a... chau da sdn sang tiép nhan nhan tinh cta ba.”

“Dlrng noi la diéu dé lam phién bo diy nhé,” toi noi.
“Tat nhién la khéng réi, minh chi dinh néi...”
<Tai sao ta phai chon c6 4y?> Ba Aldrea hoi toi.

“Ba dy mudn biét tai sao lai phai chon bd,” ti dich lai. “Minh c6 nén giai thich cho ba rang
b6 manh bao va kién gan hon minh. Mot ké diét Yeerk triét dé. Bo la Xena, Cong Chta Chién
Binh, trong khi minh chi 1a mot dira tAm tw bat 6n, va chi gidi lam ba lang tha?”

“Nh¢& ké rang minh 1a mot tay sanh séi thoi trang,” Rachel tinh quai n6i thém.

“That ra, ca chau ciing thic mic vi sao ba lai chon chdu.” Téi ndi to 1én dé l1am vui long
Rachel. “T4t ca déu nghi la ba sé chon Rachel hoic Toby.”

<Ta khong biét,> ba Aldrea thira nhan. <Ta khong co ky trc vé chuyén minh da lwa chon thé
nao. Piéu dau tién ta nhin biét 1a ta da & trong co thé chau.>

Cé 1é bdi vi ba 4y da nhin thiy sw nguwdng mo cua toi khi ba quyét dinh tré thanh Hork-Bajir.

Khong, nhw thé khong théa dang. T6i khong phai la dtra duy nhat tin rang quyét dinh chdi b
dan téc minh d€ lam Hork-Bajir ctia ba la m6t quyét dinh diing cam.

Toi nhac lai cdu tra 161 cua ba cho Rachel. Di nhién t6i co thé dé ba ding miéng minh, nhung
nhuw thé rat dé gay hiéu lam, phlen todi. T6i khong mudn cho Aldrea nhiéu hon diéu ba Ly can,
nhung t6i cling khong mudn d6i xt véi ba 4y nhw mot ké bi tinh nghi. Téi khéng nghi rang Hoa



hdu Ba Chan[10] sé kiém sodt dworc tinh hudéng ddc biét nay, toi nghi tham,

<Aldrea, c6 Ié ching ta nén cung dung co quan phat am ctia chau. Néu cd hai déu can than thi
sé khong gay phién ha gi.>

“U7,” ba Aldrea chap nhan.
“’U” cai gi?” Rachel ngo ngéc hoi.

“Minh-c6-4y va ta c-u-n-g...” hai tri ndo dung chung mot cai miéng.

Rachel lwdrm chiing t6i. “A ha. Coi b6 can vé nha thwong dién roi...”

<Tiép di, ba Aldrea,> t6i giuc gia.

“Méi dau ta nghi minh dwoc trao cho mot tim nio ti€p nhin that ky cuc,” ba Aldrea thu
nhan, hinh nhuv la dang noi chuyén voi Rachel ctr nhw khong c6 toi ¢ do. Ta khong biét minh
da loay hoay thé nao ma lai chui vao cai co thé yéu dudi nay, khong hé c6 nhirng ludi gwom
hay méng vudt gi ca. Tham chi ca tdi chat doc ciing khong c6!”

“0, nhuwng ma c6 ta c6 cai tdi dwng 6ng thut dé rira rudt cho gau tii My d6.” Rachel gion.
“Nhung gio thi ta biét n6 c6 kha nang bién hinh. Thé la dud réi,” ba Aldrea tiép.
N6. Téi doan “nd” dwoc dung dé ndi vé mot co thé. "N6" 10 do tiép cin co quan phat m.

“Vay ba da san sang thu chwa?” Toi xen vao kiém soat co quan phat 4m. “Chau dang tap
trung vao ADN ctia séi. Ba c6 cam thay gi khong?”

<Co6,> Ba Aldrea dap.
“Khi bat dau bién hinh, tat ca nhirng gi cAn lam 1a...” tdi dinh giai thich.

<Chau quén rdng ta sinh ra 1a nguwoi Andalite sao?> Ba Aldrea kéu 1én. <Ching ta da phat
minh ra ky thut bién hinh ma...>

Giong ndi ké ca ctia ba khién tdi lién twdng dén Ax moi khi anh ché bai nhitng ki thuat tho
so cua loai nguoi.
Suyt nita thi toi hoi la ba da bién hinh may lan va thanh bao nhiéu con vat réi. Mém nita la
toi khoe rang minh va cac ban la nhitng nha v6 dich bién hinh cua dai thién ha. Nhung r01 hinh
nhu téi cdm thdy... ba Aldrea la vi anh hung ding trén moi lich st, con toi chi 1a mot c6 gai nho
mang tdi thudc chira bénh cho gdu My...
“Ti€p nao,” toi lAm bam.

T6i cam thay dau miii minh bong won wét va lanh lanh. Pau méng tay t6i moc day va dai
hon. Nhung giay sau ching lai tré vé hinh thu binh thuong.

“Chau dang chéng lai ta, Cassie,” ba Aldrea noéi.
“0, xin 16i. Chau khéng biét,” téi dap. “Ba tiép di.”

Toi cAm thiy ba Aldrea bat diu tip trung vao ADN soéi. T6i hit that sau roi nhin ra ngay bay



gio co 1€ ba dang kiém soat hoi thé cla téi. Su thay (1‘01 lai xay ra. Xwong cang toi nut ran thanh
nhitng mau, tde ra di moi hwong. Da canh tay toi ngtra ran khi 16p 16ng so6i cung do moc ra.
Blen hinh lic nao cling Jam t6i sén gai oc. Lan nay that hdi hung. Moi cam giac déu bi nhan Ién
ca tram lan. T6i muén thét vang khi cdm thay rudt xuc xich va xwong swon co vao.

T6i ra 1énh cho minh phai binh tinh. T6i quyét dinh c gia bd nhw minh dang xem mot bd
phim. Tham chi t6i con tuwdng twong nhitng hang gh& nha hat co quet ding sau lung va san nha
nhom nhép duéi chan minh nita.

Khi cai miéng gian banh ra khéi mat, téi c6 nghi vé né nhw mot hiéu &ng dic biét trong
phim Aldrea: Ngwo'i S6i tir hanh tinh khdc.

biéu dé chi gitp téi dworc ti chit thoi, rat it.

To6i do nguoi vé phia trudc, chdng 1én ban tay. A khong, 1én méng vudt chit. Lat sau, sw bién
do6i da hoan tat.

Ba Aldrea dom chan chay bang qua khu rirng. T6i cAm nhin sw sung swdng cua ba khi thiy
minh tw do va tran day sinh luwec.

T6i cam twong nhw minh bi ket trong mot chiéc xe khong cé thang, khong c6 tay lai va
phong hét toc luc. To61 c6 bam viu 13y nhirng hinh dnh vé nha hat, rap chiéu bong nhung khong
thé. Ba Aldrea dang x6ng thang vao mot cay thong by chang' Néu ching t6i tong vao cay o gbc
do nay thi ching phai 1a mau gia trong phim tée ra ma la mot dau dén that sw bung né.

<Aldrea! Can than!> T6i hét.

Ba lang roi né sat qua cdi ciy vai phan.

<Ba dang lam cai gi th&? Ba s3p stra bira banh dau chau...> tdi thét.

<Chau noéi gi viy?> Ba Aldrea quat lai. <Lot hinh bién nay cdm thiy thuw thai cwc ky.>

Ba Aldrea néi ding. T6i da tirng chay sat sat cay c6i nhw thé nay bao nhiéu lan khi bién hinh
s6i roi ma.

R6 rang ba Aldrea chang phai cuc nhoc gi khi ki€m sodat 16t bién hinh nay. Téi can phai tin
cay ba. Tuy nhién, ba dau phal 1a cir dan Trai Pat. Ngd nho €0 cai gi d6 dot ngdt hién ra va lam
sao ba kip trng ph6? Liéu t6i c6 kip thoi kiém soat co thé ma tranh né khong?

Toi quyét dinh thtr nghiém. Khong ndi cho ba Aldrea biét, tdi c6 vay vay... cai dudi soi.

N6 khong hé nhuc nhich.

T6i thw lai, van dung hét nang luwong vao co bap dudi. Cai dudi giat cuc, dé khéng phai la
dong tac ve vay nhung it ra thi né ciing chuyén dong.

<Chaulam gi thé Cassie?> Ba Aldrea hoi, kim t6c d6 lai va to vé buc boi.
T6i ngan ngtr. T6i khéng mudn thi that y dinh cia minh.

Rachel cling lao hung huc bén canh ching t6i trong 16t s6i. Thiét tinh ma néi, néu Rachel ma
roi vao trwong hop toi, thi nho khong chi bang 1ong giat cuc cai dudi dau.



Rachel s€ khong chiu d€ cho ba Aldrea 4p ddo. Nho sé bay ra luat 1é: hiay lam diéu ta bdo hay
dai loai thé...

Chot, t6i lai tw héi tai sao ba Aldrea khong chon Rachel lam tdm ndo tlep nhan. Xem ra cau
tra loi da ré ranh ranh: tdi dwoc chon c6 18 vi ba cdm thay toi la dita yéu nhat.

Phai ching ba nhan thiy toi 1a dira dé bi khdng ché nhit? Liéu ba Aldrea, du chi & dwdi dang
Ixcila, nhan thay t6i 1a nan nhan dé nhat?

CHUONG 10

U c6 nho Holly Perry d6 ma&i tir Polk chuyén téi hd?” Marco néi vong ra tir trong dong co

kho to twdng, vi tri c6 hitu ciia ciu 4y moi khi dén Duéng dwong tha hoang. “Tui muon nguoi
Chee rti 6 ta di choi gitim. P4 vai Ian tui dinh wém 1&i véi 6 nhé nhwng chwa dam.”

“Nita nita, b6 lai bat dau cuc ta cuc tdc nhw ga mac dé roi,” Rachel nhan xét.

“Holly Perry. Khong thanh van dé,” Erek nguoi Chee bao Marco. “Lam nhw chung t6i khong
con viéc gi khac dé lam, ngoai viéc di dan xép chuyén tinh yéu cho cac ban ay. 0, anh nguoi
Chee dong gid ban von dang 13 quan Iy nha hang, nhung ma nay, cudc séng tinh yéu ctia ban sé
duwoc wu tién hang dau.”

Marco gat gu. “T6t. Mién 12 tui tdi thu vén xong nhitng wu tién cia minh.”

Ba Aldrea chang hiéu mo té gi ca. That dé chiu khi thiy ba ling tung. <Nguoi Chee la nguoi
may,> toi giai thich. <Ho c6 thé tao ra nhu*ng hinh chiéu ba chieu di moi hinh hai quanh minh,
Trong khi chung chau vang mat, Erek nguoi Chee sé triéu tap vai nguwoi ban cia anh téi dé
dong vai tro cta ching chau ¢ trweong va ¢ nha.>

“Néu tui tui chwa tré vé trudec ngay hen ho, thi cai anh nguoi Chee do cir viéc di choi voi ¢o
nhé Holly Perry. Nhung phai nhé bao dam 1a c6 sé duoc mot phen vui ra tro ddy,” Marco van
1éo nhéo.

“Hay ghé!” Rachel binh ludn. “N€u khong thi Holly Perry sé that vong & ché khi di véi Marco
that.”

Tdi cam thay ba Aldrea nhap nhém. Birc tuong cam xuc gitra toi va ba dd tro nén mot cai ray
loc. Y nghi ctia ba vAn & ngoai tam véi nhung téi c6 thé “cam thiy” ba 1a mot ngudi & trong toi.

<P6 1a mot ki€u 1én gin cot i ma, ba b1et khong, trwérc khi phai déi mat véi gian nguy hay
phai di lam mot nhiém vu khé khan,> t6i giai thich cho ba Aldrea hiéu.

Vé thip thom ctia ba van chuwa voi. <Oi, mot Iii con nit,> ba IJAm ram.

<Thét ra tui chdu khong tré hon ba va 6ng Dak Hamee khi 6ng ba chién diu chéng Yeerk
dau.>

T6i cAm thdy hinh nhw ba Aldrea khong bang 1ong véi sw so sanh dy.

“C6 dan do gi thém khong?” Erek hoi.



“Yéu cau c6 nguwoi Chee nao dong gia tui hay dirng ti té€ véi may dira em tui vao ldc nay,”
Rachel bao. “Tui né dang phai nhw vay.”

Erek mim cwoi. “Jake? Cassie? Cac ban cé dan gi khong?”
Jake lac dAu. T6i dAm chic 13 trong tAm tri, cAu Ay da roi xa Trai DAt tir 1au roi.

“C6 1€ minh khong nén yéu cau dleu nay,” toi thong tha noi. “Co thé hoi xui xéo, nhung néu
tui minh... tyi minh khong tro vé..” toi khong thé noi hét cAu. Mot ndi dau kho din nén bén
duwéi ndilo ctia toi.

Maii sau t6i méi nhan ra tat ca nhing 161 do 1a tir ba Aldrea. Y nghi clia t6i khién ba nhé téi
cha me va dira em trai bé nhd. Tat ca da ra di mai mai.

“Chiang toi cé thé & lai luén véi gia dinh cac ban,” Erek néi, “néu cac ban muén...”
“Khong,” tdi néi nhanh. “Minh... minh khong nghi... minh muén ai d6 vinh vién 1a minh.”

“U, ching toi da song rat, rat lau va da chung ki€n nhiéu cai chét. T6i chwa ting chirng | kién
thoi khac hip hoi. Nguoi nay chét, nguoi kia dau budén. Nhw thé hay hon 1a gion choi véi ti
than.” Erek guc gac cai dau va dom quay di.

“0, Erek, con mot didu nira,” Marco goi giat theo. “Tui cin 1am bai thu hoach vé nhiing su
kién trong dai trong lich str nwéc M. Han chét la ngay kia.”

“Vay thi t6i viét vé Franklin Roosevelt nhé? Téi di la quan gia cia Nha Trang trong nhiém ky
cua 6ng ta ma. T6i la ngwoi dua ra cum tir 'New Deal'[11] ddy. 7, dwong nhién 1a trong khi choi
bai.” Erek nho nhe noi.

CHUONG 11

'Déy la Ian thr hai trong vong chwa t&i mot ngay, ching toéi bay téi thung liing Hork-Bajir.

Chang ai noi tleng nao. Ngay ca Marco va Rachel ciing chang buon gau 6 nhau. Ba Aldrea
khong lién lac tam tri voi t6i. Jake ciing chang noi gl voi toi ca, du chi la de dong vién. Cau ay
biét minh khong thé noi g1 v6i téi ma khong phai noi voi ba Aldrea. T6i biét cau ay nhan thirc
dwoc nhitng rac roi c6 thé xay ra.

T6i cdAm thdy nhe nhom khi nhin thiy Quafijinivon, Toby va nhitng nguoi Hork-Bajir. Ho
dang bu quanh mot ph1 thuyen Yeerk nho nh6. N6 1én hon chiéc Con Rép, nhung van Ia nhd. N6
mang hinh 6 van nhw tau ctia nguoi Andalite, voi khoang dong co ¢ hai bén suon, c6 diéu u tia
Nghiét ling lang bén dwéi chit khong mé phong chiéc duoi vung lén.

T6i muén nhay ao lén tau that nhanh. Cach duy nhit dé két thic phi vu 1a hay bat dau no.
Cach duy nhat dé quay tré vé Trai Dat 1a hdy roi xa né. Cach duy nhat dé khai phai chia sé co
thé v&i ba Aldrea la hay cho phép ba st dung no.

Toi da san sang. Can phai thé vi toi da chang cé sw lwa chon ké tir khi duwoc ba Aldrea chon
lam tAm ndo ti€p nhin.



T6i cup canh lai, va d€ cho minh roi tw do xudng mat dat. Xong, tdi hoan hinh thiat nhanh.

“Ai chwa c6 16t bién hinh Hork- Bajir thi hay hap thu di,” Jake ra 1énh khi nhitng tim 16ng
chim wng con chwa rung hét khoi mat ciu ay.

T6i ti€n 1én tredc mét Jara Hamee va chia tay ra. “Cho phép t6i ch?”

“Jara han hanh gitup d&,” anh ay dap.

Toi 4n ban tay vao bd nguc lIom xdm clia anh 4y. Ba Aldrea ¢6 kim nén mot ndi dau mai.
Trong thoang chdc, toi khong thé nhén ra tai sao, sau dé t6i m&i biét: ban tay tdi cham vao
Jara Hamee lam ba nhé téi Dak Hamee.

Tét cd van nhuw con twoi méi d6i véi ba. Sy mét mét xay ra tir hoi toi chwa ra doi, nhung véi
ba Aldrea n6 chi nhw méi cach day vai gio. Toi khong thé nghi no la mot cau chuyen that. Dak
Hamee d6i véi toi la lich st, nhung déi véi ba Aldrea, 6ng la mot con ngudi song.

Toi ti€p nhan ADN cua Jara that nhanh va rut tay lai. <Ba van con nhé 6ng 4y phai khong?>
T6i hoi.

<Dak chét hom qua ma khong c6 ta ¢ bén. Ta da khong cam tay 6ng ay va noi rang ta yéu
ong ay Co thé thuc té€ da dién ra nhw vay, chir khong phai 1a tit cd nhitng gi ma ta c6 trong ky
rc cua ta.>

<Xin 10i,> nhitng 11 d6 that yéu xiu, thiéu thuyét phuc nhung tdi cling chang biét dap lai ra
sao. Ba Aldrea thoi khong noi gi nira.

“Toi luc roi,” Quafijinivon thong bao va budc vé phia con tau, dung lai r01 quay qua Jara
Hamee. "Ban Hork-Bajlr ta rat biét on mén qua ADN ctia ban. Ta sé lam tat ca  trong kha nang
ctia minh dé tao ra lanh dia m¢i nhdm danh du01 bon Yeerk ra khoi thé gi¢i qué nha. Du ban co
tin hay khong, nhung ta khang dinh rang ngwdi Arn cudi cling nay sé chudc lai nhitng toi 16i clia
dan toc minh.”

DI nhién la nhiing ngwoi Hork-Bajir chang thé hi€u ndi mot nira bai dién thuyét cla
Quafijinivon, nhung cé 1€ ho cdm nhan dwoc phan nao..

Jara Hamee dap tay lén nguc. “Tw do hay 1a chét!” Anh thét vang.
“Tw do hay la chét!” Ket Halpak hét theo, cling cham tay 1én ngurc.
Nhitng ngwoi Hork-Bajir khac cling hoa tiéng thét.

“Tw do hay la chét!”

“Tw do hay la chét!”

Mat toi chot cay cay. T6i khong b1et cam xUc cta ba Aldrea hay clia minh lam cho nwéc mat
tudn trao. Trong khoanh khic d6 cam xtc ctia hai ching t6i khong thé phan biét duorc.

“R0i, di thoi,” Jake ho.

Ba Aldrea va t01 nhin nhitng ngu'oq Hork-Bajir lan cudi cung, roi ching téi ciing dap tay vao
nguc va hét vang. “Tw do hay la chét.”



“Chung t6i” la cach duy nhat t6i c6 thé dung dé mo ta truong hop nay. Toi khong chac giong
minh hay giong ba Aldrea bat 1én 1o xung phong trén chién trwong cua Hork-Bajir. Luc do burc
twong ngan cach gitra chung toi da bi pha v6. Nhung khi ching t6i toi ctira phi thuyén, toi cam
thay ba Aldrea tach xa toi ra. Va t6i cling tw tach minh ra. Chiing t6i gan nhuw la hai nguoi xa la
v&i nhau. Ca hai can c6 chit riéng tw. Té1 bwéc vao phi thuyén, theo sau 1a Marco.

“Hay, cai bon nay nong gom,” cau 4y cdn nhan. “Cac quy ba hay lai day vé&i tui.” Téi nhin theo
anh mat Marco va thay mot viing Yeerk cii ndm chinh inh giita “cdn phong” duy nhat.

“Né6 can roi,” Quafijinivon bao dam voi ching toi. “Pé ta cam lai cho. Ching ta sé chuyen
sang vung khong gian Zero ngay khi ra khéi bau khi quyén. Ta phai chuan bi cho cuéc hanh
trinh t&i hanh tinh Arn.”

“Hanh tinh Hork-Bajir chit,” Rachel nhdc va y nhi nhin toi.

Hinh nhw Quafijinivon khéng nghe thay nhirng loi Rachel néi, 6ng chat vat ng01 dwa lung vao
ghé cla co trwdng von duoc thiét ké cho Hork-Bajir. Khong gian bén canh éng vén duoc danh
cho mot Taxxon, chang con chiéc gh& nao nita.

Ax nhin vao bang diéu khién. <Cai nay la tau Yeerk thé hé méi,> dnh nhan dinh. Roi bang
giong truyén ho hitng, anh bao. <Chiing da cai tién chut chut ké tir khi danh cap k¥ thuat ctua
nguoi Andalite... Tat cd ching ta déu biét ai dd day cho Yeerk kha nang di chuyén trong ving
khong gian Zero.>

“D6 la cha ta,” ba Aldrea tra 1&oi mot cach clirng coi. “Cha ta, hoang tlr Seerow. Neu kKhong co
cha ta, bon Yeerk sé khong c6 co hoi banh truéng su quy quai cua chung,” ba tlep “Néu khong
c6 cha ta thi ching ta sé khong phai lidu than trong phi vu nay. Pay 1a diéu ma nguoi Andalite
kia muon nhan manh chir gi.”

<Ba Aldrea, lam on thoi di ma,> t6i van vi. <Khéng ai do6 thira cho ba dau.>
Aldrea chang thém dém xia t&i toi.

“Tat ca déu la sw that,” ba khang khang. “Va ciing la sy that rang cha ta tin nhtrng viéc minh
lam 13 ding. Ong tin minh da giip mot loai xtirng dang duoc tién hoa va phat trién.”

<Chung tién hoa bira 1én Hork-Bajir va loai ngwoi,> Ax dan ddi noi.

Ba Aldrea quay dau minh - quay dau cta chung toi - vé phia Ax. “Nhitng gi ong ay lam ciing
giéng nhw viéc chuyén giao cong nghé bién hinh cho nhiing con Nguoi day. Va ai da lam diéu
d6 ha Aximili-Esgarrouth-Isthill? Ta biét ho khong thé tw c6 ki thuat nay.”

<Ba khong thé so sanh cha ba v&i anh trai téi,> Ax phan khang.
“0, nhung ma ta co thé!” Ba Aldrea reo 1én. “N€u anh trai ctia mi trao cho loai Ngwoi thuat
bién h1nh cliing cé nghla 13 anh ta da trao cho loai ha dang ky thuat ho khong thé tw phat trién.,
P6 1a didu cha ta da 3m.”

“Che da, cho da.” Rachel cat ngang. “Theo nhiing gi tdi nghe thi ba so sanh loai Nguwoi véi
Yeerk ha?”

“Ha ha, chiing ta da di xa diém xuat phat.” Marco cwdi hinh hich. “Hi hi, chwa t&i tram nghi
thir nhat ma 1d tré da huc hdc danh nhau & ghé sau.”



<Ba biét khong Ald..> Tobias dinh noi.

“Thoi, ngung tranh luan.” Jake gat phit, va Tobias im bat gitra churng. T6i cam thiy trong vé
im lang ctia ba Aldrea c6 sw bat tin ciy trwed'c mot ngudi la tré tuoi.

“O day tui mlnh can phai la mét doi,” Jake noi bang giong lang 1€ ma budc ca bon phai cham
chu 13ng nghe. “Tui minh phai tin cay lan nhau. Tui minh sap xam nhap vao vung dat cta ké
thil. Hanh tinh Hork-Bajir dang bi quan Yeerk chiém  dong. N6 dugce bao boc boi hé théng an
ninh Yeerk. Tui minh budc phai tin vao hai ngwdi ma tui minh khéng biét rd: Quafijinivon va
ba Aldrea.”

CAu 4y quic mat nhin tdi-ba Aldrea. “Chung ta sé chdp nhan loi khuyén cua Quafijinivon va
ba Aldrea. Ching ta sé ling nghe Toby. Nhung day ciing la mot nhiém vu ctia hdi Animorphs.”

“Tic 1a bon mi tAn c6ng?” Ba Aldrea hdi, suyt nita thi phi cuoi.
“P6 chinh xac 1a diéu toi muon néi,” Jake tra 1oi.
Toi cAm thay phan (rng ctia ba Aldrea. Mot sw pha tron gitra tirc gian, coi thwong 1an lo 1ang.

<Jake d3 dan dat ching toi tham gia nhiéu chién trwong, thuc hién nhiéu phi vu hon ba va
ong Dak tirng lam,> t6i néi, mac ké thai do cua Aldrea.

Str dung cai miéng cuda téi - ciia ching toi - ba Aldrea bao. “T6i sé nghe theo Jake nhw thé cdu
ta la hoang tir cia minh.”

Y ba la gi? Toi khong thé biét.

T6i thay hinh nhw Ax mudn tra treo ciu gi dé that chua cay. Jake gio tay lén, chan Ax lai.
“Cam on, ba Aldrea. Rt vinh dw c6 ba trong nhém ching t6i.”

Gidy phut d6 qua di. T6i thiy Rachel khinh khinh nhin téi, 6 khong, nhin ba Aldrea.
<Chau mén nguoi tén Jake nay, phai khong Cassie?> Ba Alrea hoi toi.

<Vang.> Toi lang 1é dap.

<Giong nhw Dak va ta.>

~<Vang, chau doan vay.> D6 qua la mot su so sanh khap khiéng: ca Dak lan Aldrea khong ai
séng sot trong cudc chién cta ho.

<Ta chtic cho cac chdu gap may man nhiéu hon ching ta.>
<Dé€ t6i mé& cira sO6 quan sat,> Ax dé nghi. Lién d6, m6t vong kim loai nitt ra dé 16 mot ctra so.

Mat t6i dom trén tran vao qua cdu mau trang va xanh da troi - d6 1a Trai Dat. N6 da cach xa
13m roi.

Con tau tang tdc, lao di vun vat trong khéng gian, cang ngay cang nhanh hon.

Vut! Trai P4t bién mat.



<Chuyen dich vao vung khong gian Zero,> Ax thong bao voi ching t6i. <Ching ta sé xuat
hién & dau d6 trong dai thién ha cta hanh tinh Hork-Bajir. Tuy thudc vao hinh thé hién tai
vung khong gian Zero.>

T61 nhin quanh doi quan tap nham. Bon con Nguwoi, mot diéu hau dudi do, mot Andalite, mot
Hork-Bajir, mot nguoi Arn dang quay lwng lai ching t6i va mot linh hon dll’O’C goi la Aldrea vO
hinh nhung that sw dang ton tai trong téi..

Chac han 12 tbi da c6 cai nhin lo ling.

Marco bat dwgc 4nh nhin cha téi va pha 1én cwdi chAm chich. “Roi. C6 ai mudn liéng xdc xac
khong?”

CHUONG 12
ALDREA

Talzn 16n va nhan ra Dak da di. Ta m& choang mit ra. Anh 4y dirng xoay lLrng lai ta, wu tw

nhin dam dam xuéng thung liing bén duoi. Ta dirng 1én di lai gan Dak, 1an chan roi cuoi xuong
nhat khiu sing trong so6 vt khi ta thu gom duwoc trong vong hai nam qua. Ta ra sau anh ay,
buéc qua cai dudi cong va dait tay 1én hong anh.

Dak va ta dung 1én ria cdn choi nho dwoc dung trén chac cay Stoola cao hai tram muoi mét.
Tui ta & cuoi thung liing, tai mot noi hep dén ndi canh cay bén kia thung liing vron sang dung
toi tan bén nay.

Khu nay vira bi bon Yeerk cay xo116n tung dé san lung nhirng ngwdi Hork-Bajir séng sot. Tré
tréu la cudc lung suc lai do tui ‘Muon xac Hork-Bajir thirc hién. Tuy nhién, tui ta da thoat. Dak
da thao cai choi ra va chon xuéng long dat, dén khi cudc can quét qua di, tui ta lai hién ngang
xay dung lai ngdi nha cia minh.

“Em yéu anh, Dak.” Ta néi nho nho.
Dak vong canh tay quanh nguc minh, thi thao. “Seerow dang ngu say.”

“Vang. May ngay qua, K€ tir khi tau Yeerk khong con quin ddo 4m 1 thi con né luén ngu ngon
lanh.”

Mot chién dich qui md da khéi sw. Tui ta gior phai chién dau véi luc lwong Yeerk dong gap
doi.

“Anh lo s¢ cho no, Aldrea.” Dak lo lang noi.

Ta khong tra 1o, co hong nghen ctng. Tt lau tui ta da nhan ra minh kho long séng sot. Tui ta
chap nhin diéu do nhuw bat ctt ai chdp nhan cai chét clia nguoi minh yéu thwong hay cai chét

cua chinh minh vay. Nhung ta khong sao chap nhin diéu nay cho Seerow, dira con trai bé bong
clia tui ta. Khong thé. Nhung ta khong thay con dudng thoat nao khac.

Ta nhin cai néi két bang canh cay, noi chd bé Seerow dang ngd ngon lanh. “Diéu gi sé dén
v&i con, cuc cung cua me?”



Seerow ngoi day, du chwa t&i tudi biét ndéi nhung né da ndi dwoc. Khdng phai kiéu néi bap
be nhw Hork-Bajir, ma la néi troi chay, ranh ro.

“Bon Yeerk sé bat con, me a.”
“Khoéng.”

“Me khong ctru dwoc con dau.”
“Me...me..."

“Cha dau ha me?”

“Cai gi? Cha con...” ta nhin ra ngoai. Dak khong con & dé nita! “Cha con... Cai gi da xay ra
vay?”

“Mot con ac mong,” sinh vat nho nhan mau nau thé thé. C6 bé vira thay thé vi tri ctia con trai
. “Aldrea, tinh lai nao, ba gip 4c mong roi.”

“Seerow!” Ta thét.

“Seerow! Dak! Lai day véi ta, dén diy véi ta... Con va anh dang & dau vay?”

<Tinh day! Tinh day! Aldrea, tinh day nao!>

“Seerow!”

Ta choang tinh. Con ngu¢i tén Cassie chay di nhing mat ta vao nwéc lanh.

Ta nhin quanh quit, bing mat ctia Cassie. Anh sang mo mo dé moi nguoi dé ngd. Nguoi
Andalite kia dang ding trong tw thé nghi ngoi, voi mot mat cuéng mé to canh chirng. Jake, thu
lanh ctia nhitng con Ngu¢i cling vira thirc giac.

“Khong sao dau, Jake.” Cassie bdo. “Ba 4y gap 4c mong th6i ma.”

Seerow - chét sau khi s6ng cudc doi lam vat chi cho Yeerk. Dak - chét ma ta khong biét vi
sao. T4t ca ho, nhitng chién binh anh diing ciing khéng con.

Mot con ac mdng. Mot gidc mo vé nhirng ngudi da chét.

CHUONG 13

B- ngay troi qua. Ba ngay t6i c6 mot ngwoi-Andalite-bién-thanh-Hork-Bajir buon phién, la
lung & trong dau.
T6i ngu cung voi ba trén san tau cing queo, lanh ngat. C6 luc toi bung thirc ddy run lay bay,

mo hoi rong rong, nwoc mat a ra, khi cdm thay noi tang thwong thé tham trong nhitng con ac
mong cua ba Aldrea.



Chung to6i - toi va ba Aldrea cung an nhing vién dinh duéng c6 ddc, cung vao phong tam va
cung chung rat nhiéu thtr ma toi khong thé ké ra & day... Chung toi da cung nhau chia sé co
quan diéu khién loi noi ciia t6i mot cach kha khéo 1éo. Va toi da bat ddu quen dan véi viéc nay
mic du chdng ldy gi lam thich tha 1am.

Nguwoi Arn van ng01 tit bén can 14i, chang doai hoai gl den ai. Toi chang biét thém chut gi ve
ong ta. Liéu day co phal 1a cudc hanh trinh chudc 16i ctia 6ng khong nhi? Ba Aldrea nghi ngo
diéu do, vi ba biét tuong tan ve nguoi Arn hon toi nhiéu. Jake dang noi chuyén voi nguoi Arn
khi chung toi ra khoi man trang xda cua vung khong gian Zero, va tré lai vung nhw cé nhirng
ngdi sao am ap chao moi.

Nguwoi Arn kiém tra nhitng bd cam bién.

“Quafijinivon thong bao, bay gio ching ta da vao vung khong gian Hork—Ba]lr Chung ta phai
vuot qua hang rao an hinh cda Yeerk ma khong bi phat hién.” Jake loan tin. “Chung ta phai san
sang dé d6n doi moi chuyén. Minh mudn tat cad moi nguoi...”

Marco gio tay lén nhw muén héi cau gi do.

“Gi vay Marco?”

“Tui minh c6 dd tién 1é dé tra 16 phi khong?”

Jake nhan mat, roi cwoi toe. Marco biét cach ha ndc ao Jake nhitng khi cu 4y gi® giong thu
linh can treong mét cach qua nghiém chinh.

Jake ng6i xuéng san, doi dién véi toéi-ba Aldrea.

_ “Tui khong hiéu sao ching ta lai khong di tudt tuén tudt & trong viing khong gian Zero cho
roi,” Marco la eo éo.

Ca Ax 1an ba Alrea cliing cwdi. Roi khi nhin ra minh ciing cwdi thi ca hai chot ngung bat.

“Thi c néi di,” Marco yéu cau ho. “Tui chi la mo6t con Nguoi Trai bat t6i nghiép thoi ma,
khong thé hiéu du‘(yc nhitng diéu cao siéu ctia loai Andalite thanh cao dau.”

“Hork-Bajir chtt,” ba Aldrea stra lung Marco.
<Aldrea, tai sao ba lai...> Ax toan ndi cau.
Bong mot ludbng anh sang xanh 14 cay xet qua.

“May Cat khai hoa!” Ba Aldrea thét 1&n, dot nhién toi thay minh lao b6 vé phia miii tau. Ba
Aldrea di kiém soat co thé toi! That dot ngdt, khong cAn phai c6 ging gi.

Ax tién téi “ciu truc chién” trwedce tién. Anh cti ngudi nhin qua vai Quafijinivon.

<Mot trong nhitng ngudi cua ching ta,> Ax nhan dinh. Roi dnh gidi thich rd hon. <Mot chién
diu co Andalite. Chac han n6 dang trén du*crng di tuan tra dai thién ha va quiy nhiéu hé théng
phong thu ctua Yeerk.>

“Chuang ta c6 thé vwrot qua anh ta khong?” Jake héi.

“Ho dang & gitra ching ta va hanh tinh Arn.” Quafijinivon dap. “Chung ta nho hon nén cé thé



sé lach qua dwoc. Nhung nhiéu kha nang ching ta sé lot vao gitra lan hoa lwc cta ho.”
Xeeet!

May Cat ctia chién ddu co Andalite lai ban tié€p. Hut! Nhuwng nhitng dit liéu lanh gdy trong
may tinh cho thiy no sip lai gin ching toi.

“Ban tra!” Rachel huing hé la. “Rirt trui mot dong co cla anh ta di. Pt dé anh ta phai ban rén
trong khi ching ta dap xudng. Anh ta khong thé theo xuéng dau.”

Cai miéng do hon cua Quafijinivon cong 1én ve tu lu. “Con Nguwoi a, vién phi cong ay la mot
chién binh Andalite, mot trong nhu'ng phi cong chién diu tinh nhué nhat cla dai thién ha. Ta
chang hy vong chién thang anh ta dau.”

Ca Ax 1an Aldrea cung bat ra mot tiéng gi d6, néu ma dich ra tiéng loai nguoi chic chan co
nghia la <Ong néi qua dung.>

<Chung ta khong thé bin vao nguoi Andalite,> Tobias bdo. Cau 4y dap canh cuéng cudng vi
bi quang chui nhui khi nguwdi Arn lang tau né tranh.

“Vay chung ta dé€ anh ta bin ha a?” Rachel tru tréo. “Cé moi minh anh ta ma ching ta c6 dén
tam, chin mang.”

Chién diu co Andalite lai lwon mot vong nho, gt hon. Trong vai gidy nira vii khi ctia anh ta
sé chia vao ching t6i.

Ax?” Jake goi.

<T6i khong thé ban mot chién binh Andalite dang lam nhiém vu. Plrng c6 yéu cau toi diéu
d6,> Ax nai ni. <Cé 1€ ching ta sé lién lac...>

“Khong!” Ba Aldrea phan dai kich liét. “Néu Yeerk bat duwoc thong diép thi chung ta sé chet
Chung sé phai moi vector c6 san trong pham vi gan day dé dudi theo. T4t ca sé bi giét - ké ca
ngudi Andalite kia.”

“Anh ta toi,” Toby hét.

Bao tir t6i 1on nhao.

Chién diu co Andalite lao vé phia chiing t6i. Vai gidy nira, n6 sé khai hoa.

LAn nay anh ta khong ban hut dau.

CHUONG 14

Ax chom t6i, gat nguwoi Arn qua bén va vo 1y dan diéu khién. <May tinh, cin gat doc, bén
trai, khai hoa!> Ax hét.

Ram!



T6i ngd ngira vao Toby. Ca hai cung ngd song soai xudng san. Mot trong nhirng ludi gwom
cua cd bé choc vao canh tay t6i, va téi cam thay mot dong mau am am ri ra. Nhitng ai dang
dirng déu bi hit vang vé man trai ctia con tau. Mot lwc vo hinh day toi, bop hét khong khi khdi
phdi, kéo xéch ma tbi 1én tan tai.

Xet! Xet!

Tau Andalite ban.

Mot luéng dién swot qua. Chan toc toi teé te. Suodi toc vang cua Rachel dung nguoc 1én. Khong
khi nhw chuyén sang mau xanh da trodi. Roi téc Rachel tré lai vi tri cil.

Con tau d6t ngdt ngung ting toc. Vira bi kéo cing ra trudce, giorlai bi ddy dun tré lai, toi treot
va nga nhw tdm phai moét soi day thirng dut.

Marco té lan cu nhay, de 1én t6i. Ciu iy dat ngdn tay 1én miéng. “Suyt, khé théi, dirng néi véi
Jake kéo né ghen ty voi tui.”

<bdng co chinh bén trai da hw,> Ax bao cdo. <Gi¢ anh ta chi c6 thé tin c6ng chadm chim.

”Cham 3, vay la t6t khong?” t6i hoi. Mau miéng toi trao ra, téi khong nhé minh da va vao cai
gl nira.

“Khong, khéng tot dau,” ba Aldrea dap ‘Nguwoi phi cong kia da quyét dinh dirt khoat. Anh ta
vao chim dé bao dam nh&m ky muc tiéu.”

<Tat dén, tao moi trwong trong luc nhan tao dé to6i co thé don tat ca hoa lwc x6a sb cai dong
co con lai.> Ax tram giong bao.

Buong lai toi sdm lai, chi con mang sang I m¢ ctia ban diéu khién. Sau d6 t6i nhin ra ban
chan minh khong con dinh v&i san nha ntra.

“Ax, liéu ching ta c6 thé virgt qua khong? C6 hay khéng?” Jake hoi.

“Khong, Hoang tir Jake. Nhung t6i khong thé...”

Jake mac ké cau tra 1oi cua Ax. “Aldrea?”

Ba iy biét Jake dang hoi gi. T6i cam thay nhitng tinh cadm trai ngwoc va sw lwdng lw ctia ba.
“Cé hay khong?” Jake hoi don.

“C6,” ba Aldrea dap. Ba da lai kiém soat co thé tbi, rét khoi tran nha va troi Iénh bénh khong
trong luc bén canh Ax.

“Néu c6 thé, hdy lam anh ta bi thwong. Néu khong...” Jake ra 1énh.

<Hoang tir Jake, ching ta khong thé...> Ax van nai.

“D6 1a quyét dinh cda toi, chién hitu a,” Jake nhe nhang. “Aldrea, dén lwot ba.”

Ba Aldrea thit dai an toan qua vai toi dé khoi bi troi tudt. Xong, ba diéu khién ban tay toi lan

mo, chdp lay bd phén lai bang tay dwoc trang tri diém dua to dung, rd rang la dugc ché tao cho
nhlrng ngén tay gong kim ctia Hork-Bajir hay Taxxon. MAt ba Aldrea - mat toi - khong dan tit



vao hinh anh chdm chdm cia chién dau co Andalite ma vao nhitng dir kién thong bdo tinh
trang vii khi.

“May tinh, vao trang thai khai hoa bang tay,” giong tdi vang 1én.

T6i nhin diu cdng trén man hinh dang di tir nhitng ngdi sao dén diu trén tau Andalite, bat
chét vao buong lai.

<Neu ba khong & trong co thé ban Cassie cua toi thi toi da phdc ludi dao dudi vao c6 hong
ba rdi,> Ax ham hé trong giong truyén chi toi va ba Aldrea nghe. <CAm duoc hut!>

Ba Aldrea lai thao tac cac ngon tay toi, nhe nhang va c4n than chon chd dit diu cdng, cho
dén khi n6 nam yén gitra khoang dong co bén phai clia tau Andalite.

Ba 4y da nham lai muc tiéu vi 101 de doa cua Ax chang? Hay ba da c6 y dinh nham vao dong
co ngay tir dau? Trong ca hai trudmg hop, hut dong nghia véi viéc mot ci ddm thang vao tau
Andalite.

HMMMM! PANG CHIU!

Mot tleng nd don lé. Tia Nghiét d6 lom xé toac man dém den, chém vao tau Andalite. Tlep
theo 13 tleng nd mau cam nhat. Khoang dong co bi rirtt mat tiéu. Tau Andalite quay cudng, roi
khéi chung toi.

“0i!” Rachel la ram ri khi bi tung 1én khong, gin nhw chéng ngwoc dau xudng. “Pa tia xong
dong co'!”

<Muc tiéu dang t&i gan!> Ax hét. <Nhiéu ldm... t6i dém b6n!> dnh ngoidt mat cudng vé phia
Jake. <Pam Con Rép dang kéo t&i dé dirt diém anh ta.>

“Anh 4y c6 thé bay dwgc khong?” Jake hoi.

<Puwoc, nhung cling cham nhw ching ta thoéi. Anh ta sé khong bao gio chay thoat khoi bon
chung.>

“Ching khong tdn cong bon minh,” Marco nhén xét. “Ban tau Andalite nhuw vay tirc 1a ching
ta c6 thién y véi tau Yeerk roi.”

<Chdng ta mé&i may man lam sao. Anh chién binh d6 da don dwong cho chiing ta.> Ax chua
chat noi.

“Clr bay tiép di, roi ching ta sé tw do tré vé nha,” Marco dé nghi.

Quafijinivon tan thanh. “Pung! Pung! C bay tiép!”

Tirng ngwdi mot, ching téi nhin Jake. “Khéng, minh khéng nghi viy,” ciu ay tir ton noi.
Marco cuoi. “Biét ngay b6 sé néi viy ma.”

“Ax! Aldrea! Bon chiing c6 bén chiéc. Néu chiing ta ban Yeerk thi tau Andalite c6 hi€éu ma
bay vé phia chung ta khong?”

<Hiéu ch&!> Ax dap. <Ldc nay anh iy dang tu héi tai sao ching ta khéng thiéu rui anh ta
ngay di.>



“T&t,” Jake ndi gon. “Aldrea, dirng ban hut ci dau nhé. Bum lién b6n phat. Du tring hay trat
thi chung ta cling lam bon Yeerk hoang mang.”

Bon chiéc Con Rép Iu 1t hién ra trén dudng vong cung ludi liem sang ruc cua hanh tinh bén
duwoi, chung phong quanh quy dao vé phia chung t6i, dong co 16e 1én sdng quic. Tau Andalite
chi con tréi lo pho, bac luec.

“Liéu anh ta...” Marco héi.

“Khong,” ba Aldrea ngat ngang. “Anh ta bi thwong nhung khong tram trong lam dau. Ké
hoach ctia anh ta la gid bd chét dé nhit bon Yeerk vao, bdn mét cti cudi ciing. Mot cti roi chét.”

Nhung chinh Tobias, la phi cong theo ban ndng, ciu ay nhan dinh lién. <Hay, bay sang trai
mau, lai dang sau tau Andalite . Bon Yeerk s€ ngan ngai I ban vi nghi riing s¢ ban lac vo ching
ta. Ching lang qua trai dé tim cach tan cong an toan. 0" téc do d6, ba bin chiéc di dau bén trai
va...>

“...va manh vun sé vang tring tau theo sau!” Ba Aldrea nhiét tinh.

Ax cham can gat doc va mdét gidy sau chdng toi tréi lo do nhw hét nang lwong.

Bon Yeerk thay ching to6i nam trong tAm phdéng hda nén c né qua trai phai. Ping nhu
Tobias noi..

Pang chiu! Pang chiu!

Chuing toi ban!

Bum! Chiéc Con Rép di dau bén trai bi thwong.

Xet! Tau Andalite boi tiép. Chlec di dau bén phai no6 tanh banh. Chiéc di dau bén trai loang
choang lao vao ban dong hanh ctia minh. Pong co phot 1én. Pudi né nitt toic ra réi quay mong
mong. Va Bum!

Ba chi€c Con rép roi nhao trong chwa day mwoi giay.

Tau Andalite mé& dong co con tot 1én va bay duoi theo chiéc Yeerk con lai - sau khi diéu nghé
16n mot vong trén khong. Mot dong tac nhw vay chao chung toi.

<Gidi san 1Am, anh trai,> Ax tim tic.
T4t cd moi ngwdi cling reo mirng.
“Gioi ban lam, Ax va Cassie!” Rachel gao 1én.
“Lam tot diy,” Jake ling bung noéi. “Ching ta dd danh dong cho bon Yeerk, khién tinh hinh
phu’c tap hon. P& ndm gidy an mung thodi, roi chuin bi dap xuéng gip. San sang bién hinh khi

can.

<Cassie, ta thich anh ban cia chau day,> ba Aldrea thi thao.



CHUONG 15
ALDREA

Xu6ng, xubng. Xuyén qua nhirng ddm may, qua bau khi quyén lam cho vé tau rit 1én kin Kit.
Tré& vé nha. Hanh tinh ta khéng bao gio roi xa ma bay gio dang tré lai.

“Hé th6ng an ninh tw dong ctia Yeerk tinh co chdp nhin mit ma ctia chdng ta,” Quafijinivon
noi.

“D6 la diéu tét chi¥?” Rachel héi.

“Néu khong dwoc chip nhan thi ching ta sé bi tia Nghiét tir can cit m3t d4t nham ban. Chung
ta con mot rao can khac nita khi lot vao long thung lting.”

K& tir JAn dau tién dén day cung gia dinh, ta khong dwoc nhin ngdm hanh tinh nay ti trén
khong gian.

Cha ta, du bi lang ma nhung van cu xir nhw thé day khong phai 1a nAm mo6 chén minh. Mot sy
phan cong cho mot Andahte ma tén tudi da tré thanh sw dem pha dong nghia voi “d6 ngu”. Con
me ta thi vui swoéng vi c6 dwgc bao nhiéu loai thuc vat méi me dé nghién cru va phan loai. Chi
c6 em trai 1a cAm thiy tram uit khi bi d6i x(r tan té.

T4t ci déu da chét. Chinh mat ta thay ho tan bién di truwéc con mwa tia Nghiét xa xudng tir
nhitng chiéc Con Rép bay tam thap ctia bon Yeerk.

bo chang phai 1a mot hanh tinh xinh dep, it nhat la theo cach nhin nhan cua ngwoi Andalite.
Vé ban nang, nguoi Andahte hay di tim nhitng dong cé bao la, nhirng loai cay thanh manh,
nhiing con séng va dong sudi uén khic. Nhung hanh tinh Hork-Bajlr nay da bi cay nat, bi bién
dang sau mot vu va cham thién thach hay manh vun gi d6. Toan b6 bé mat ctia nd can coi, nirt
ne toac hodc. Nhitng khe nitt rong va sau hang chuc dim, véi nhitng thanh d&c hun hut. Cuoc
song trong hanh tinh bay gi chi ton tai & trong cac thung lung

(' d6 c6 nhitng rirng cay khéng 16. Noi ngwdi Hork-Bajir tirng séng yén binh, ca ngoi Me Bau
Troi va Cha Vuec, thu hai vo cay, tranh né quai vat canh gitr d6 sau cia thung liing.

Chung toi nhay chdm chom qua mit dit kho can roi dot nhién, chui tot vao thung liing.
Thung ling ctia Dak, va cua ta.

Ta ling ra nhin, mirng vi Cassie kiém soat duoc co thé minh - néu khoéng, chwa chic ta da c6
thé ding virng.

Troi oi! Cay c0i, cay c6i diu hét ca r6i? Vach thung liing da bi cao nat va troi tuon tudt. Bon
Yeerk da rach thang vao thung liing d€ n&i rong khong gian, tao mat bang.

“Mi nén nhé 1a da 1au 1am roi ké tir khi mi r&i qué nha,” Quafijinivon bao ta.

Khéng phai nam thang da tan pha mat rirng ciy, ma la Yeerk. Hon niva s6 ciy da mat tiéu.
Nhitng cay con lai cling bi phat trui Iui.

<Lé ra ta phai biét... 1é ra ta phai chuin bi tinh than...> ta bdc bach v&i Cassie.



Ngay ca truéce khi ta... ta chet rang cdy da bi huy hoai nhiéu lam Nhung gior day ca hanh
tinh nhw vira bi tan sat. Boi vi cay c6i chinh 1a sw séng hanh tinh nay...

“Chiang ta lai dwoc mang lwéi an ninh ndi bd chdp nhan,” Quafijinivon thé dai. “That 1a hén.
Chung ta bang qua nhitng u tia Nghiét kéo dai ca tram mét doc theo vach thung liing.”

“Minh khong thé tin 1a ching ta van chwa dap t&éi mat dat,” Jake hoi hop noi. “Nhiing cay nay
cao bao nhiéu?”

Ta biét ciu iy cho ta tra 1o, nhung khong thé.

“Cay lon nhit cao sdu tram mét,” Quafijinivon dap thay “Puwong kinh cta than cay la ba
muoi mét. Ching 13 tic phdm cua ky thuit sinh hoc Arn.”

<Aldrea, ba c6 sao khong?> Cassie hoi nhe.

<H&y quay mat di,> ta ndn ni. Ta ghét cai giong lac di cia minh, nhung qua that ta khong thé
nhin thém dwoc nira. <Hay quay mat di ch6 khac.>

Cassie quay di, nhung roi co lai nhin tlep Va ta cling nhin. Bé&i vi cho du bay gior n6 cé bi cay
x&1i, tan nat, nd tung thi né cling van la qué nha cua ta.

“Hai phit nira,” Quafijinivon bao, “chiing ta sé€ dap ngay bén trén bttc man chan hoi nwoc,
trong khu vurc trwdce kia 1a lanh tho cda quai vat ngwoi Arn bon ta tao ra dé ngan sw to mo cda
ngwoi Hork-Bajir.”

Ta cam thiy sw cang thang ting Ién trong Cassie. DI nhién day 1a noi la lung doi véi cd. Mot
thé gidi xa la.

Voi ta, n6 quen thudc 1dm. Trong tam tri, ta chua bao gio roi xa no. Chua phai nhiéu ndm
troi qua, vAy ma sw tan pha that kinh hoang - nhiéu thap ky thiét hai dién ra trong chép mat.

Nhung Toby lam ta hanh phic. Pay la qué nha t6 tién ctia c6 bé. Mot c6 bé chwa bao gi¢ thiy
nhung luén ghi dam trong tam tri Hork-Bajir cia minh.

Toby nhin chim chim ra ngoal ctra sO véi vé to mo pha 1an phan khich. Nhung khudén mat
cua nguoi Hork-Bajir rat it bieu cdm. Nhirng gi ma c6 bé cam thdy, néu co, cliing la mot diéu bi
4n. Bon ta s3p ha canh nhung ta vin chwa hi€u tAm tri minh. Ta khong tin cay nguwoi Arn. Ta
khong thich anh chang Andalite, nhwng ta tin chang ta diing Ia ngwdi nhw da boc 16 ra.

Ta khong biét nhitng con Nguoi, ké ca nguoi ta dang dung chung b ndo. Cai nguoi tén Jake
c6 vé hanh dong ding dan.

Du khong biét c6 gi dang cho phia trudéec, ta van biét mot diéu: 1o ngwdi Arn thanh that hay
rap tm  phan boi déu khong quan trong. Trudc kia ta da thay trwdre twong lai cia thé gidi nay.
Va tit cd nhirng moi nghi ngo va thai do tho o cia ta chot bién mit.

Ta, ngwoi khong bao gior ra di, da tré vé. Va ta sé bat bon Yeerk phai tra gia cho du 1a gia nao.

Ta cdm thdy con nguwoi tén Cassie doc dwoc cdm xUc cia minh. Co ta dang ling nghe. Khi
that! Ta voi dong tam tri minh lai va day chat nhitng cam xuc.



CHUONG 16

Toi cam thay con tau lac nhe khi di xuéng. Rudt gan toi 1on phéo.

T61 khong the trach Aldrea. Néu tinh thé dao nguoc, toi cling cho rang toi khéng mudn
chig kién tat ca nhitng k1eu cach ma Trai Bat bi tan pha va roi lai c6 mot ké khac dang doc
nhirng suy nghi ban dau cia minh.

“Téi noi roi,” Quafijinivon thong bao véi vé man nguyén. “Ching ta da vé nha. Pé ta mé cira
va...”

“Khoan, khoan,” Jake ngin lai. “0' ngoai dé c6 gi? Ching tdi c6 nén bién thanh Hork-Bajir
khong?”

Quafijinivon lc dau. ‘ ‘Ching ta dd vao thung liing cia nguoi Arn, trong vung d4t chang cla
ai. Bon Yeerk khong t&i day vi tat ca quai vat déu da chet Va di nhlen ching cting nghi nguoi
Arn chét hét roi.” Quafijinivon cudi budn ba va di tdi ctra con tau, cang chan [do ddo nhuw mudn
khuyu.

Khi budc xuong thang, toi giat thot minh boi vi bén ngoai sang qua. Tat ca nhirng gi toi thay
thoat tién la &nh sang - ngay ca bau troi cling chéi 16i nhw dang 16e 1én.

“Ta can phai bat dau cong viéc ngay, néu khong nhirng ADN thu thap dwoc sé co nguy co b1
xam hai,” Quajifinivon IAm bam. “Phong thi nghiém ctia ta khong xa day 1am. Di theo ta mau.”

Ong di truwéc dan duong, bang qua nhing bui rdm va c6 dai moc han vao cac vach da thang
ding, sdu hun hat, kéo dai dén vo tan.

"M4y bd c6 khi héng nhan thirc dwoc rang héng ai trong tui minh c6 canh c3," Rachel noéi. "It
nhit la vao dang lac nay."

"C6 bac thang diy nhé," Quafijinivon nhic nhé chidng to6i ma khong hé ngoai diu lai.

Ca dam ngai ngung toi ria da va 16 mat dom roi 1o do di Xuong Nhung khi bang ngang vuc
hém t6i thdy vach bén kia cia hang dwoc cham tré nhitng ctra 16m, ctra s6, mai vom va 16i di bo.
Chung dwoc khoan thang vao da.

Nhitng mang dit bi tia Nghiét rit phing c6 1& cach day lau lam roéi, nhung ngoi lang ngudi
Arn van con xinh dep...

Jake goi. “Tobias?”

Tobias dap canh vat 1én khong, bay tham thinh trén thung ling. b6i mat diéu hau cing ra
nhin quanh quit réi bay vong tré lai.

<Minh chang thiy gl 0 dudi,> cau ay bao cio. <Thit dang ti€c, mét noi rung ron. Phai la cai
gi d6 ghé gom [dm da x4y ra nén noi nay m&i khong cé dan cu.>

"Ua. N6 trong nhw nhitng ngwdi hang da clia nguoi tién st Anasazi[12] ndm trong vinh New
Mexico hay ¢ bat ctt noi nao khac i," Marco néi.

Rachel da mat nhin Marco. "Tir khi nao thi bo biét cai tir 'Anasazi' d6?"



"Tui da tirng n6i véi may bo roi, co doi khi tui cling khong ngl gat trong gio hoc. Chi la mot
su thay d6i nho thoi ma!"

Quajifinivon dan ching t6i xuéng modt cu thang hep bang d4, khéng c6 tay vin.

<Nhiing lic nhw thé nay, minh danh gia cao déi canh cua minh,> Tobias ndi. <Minh sé het
strc can than. May bo ma rét xuong vire ay ha, ndi trong quang thoi gian rot tir trén dinh xudng
day thoi, miy bo sé tha hé ma suy ngam vé chuyen do.>

Jake, Rachel, Tobias, Ax, Marco, va Toby theo chan Quafijinivon bat dau di xuong phia bén
kia vach nui. T6i cam thay ho glong nhu dang di vao cho chét viy, ting nguwoi mot. Toi khong
thich diéu nay. T6i khong qua say mé viéc leo vach nti. Nhung c6 vé nhu t6i khong con lua
chon nao khac.

T6i ghim chat mat vao ban chan, nhin chung dong day lu khu do dam ting budc mot. Néu ba
Aldrea c6 bat cit noi lo so nao, hay c6 bat cit su coi thuong noi lo sg cua toi di chang nira, ba
cting khong dé 16 cho tbi biét. Ba di tré vé ding sau birc twong chan gitta ching toi.

“Cai thir sén sét mau dé va vang dwdi kia la gi vay?” Marco hoi. “Hinh nhw né nhidc nhich
kia.”

"0, cdm on b6 nha, Marco," t6i 1dm bam. "Ngay lic nay minh dang that sy can phai nghi xem
c6 cai quai gi & dudi do."

“Pé 1a rudt caa hanh tinh,” Quafijinivon giai thich.
"Rudt," Rachel lip lai. "Y 6ng 1a chiing ta dang & gitta 1ong nti ha?"

"Dung, han 1a thé roi,’ ' Ong ta tra 101. Am diéu giong néi cta 6ng ro 1a mudn thé hién y coi
thwong Rachel: nhé chi Ia mot con nhéc cham hiéu.

“Ct nhw 1a nai ltra véi day dd nham thach viy,” Marco binh pham. “Cai d6 néng c& nao ta?
Néu ma roi vé dé thi sao nhi?”

"Cha c6 ich gi dau," toi ndi véi Marco, mat khong roi hai ban chan. "That sw 1a khong day."
<Theo toi thi ban sé& khong phai lo lang vé dung nham dau, Cassie,> Ax tran an toi.
"Cam on, Ax," toi noi.

<Né&u ban nga, t6i tin la ban sé& bi thiéu rui trwdc khi roi xuéng khéi dung nham trong long
dat dy.> Ax diém tinh noi.

Thinh thoang t6i cho rang, néu Ax ctr quanh quan bén canh Marco nhiéu dén thé thi dnh sé
c6 mot 6c khoi hai hoan toan méo mé. Rat khong “Andalite”.

Quafijinivon queo vao mét trong nhirng 6 cra vom. Lan lwot, ching t6i theo 6ng vao mét
can phong hep, dai - gin nhw 1a mét cai hang.

Lan dau tién k& tir lac bat dau di xudi xuong theo vach da, toi ngudc mat khoi hai chan minh.
T6i quan sat Quafijinivon n tay vao mét tim bang nh6é mau xanh da troi & trong birc twong.

Trong chép mat, cd birc twdng mé toang. Mot hang dai nhitng xi lanh sach s& va mot dan



may tinh tdi tin chodn gan hét can phong.

“Phai mat nhleu nam nhat nhanh nhitng dung cu can thiét ta m&i xay dung nén phong thi
nghlem ma&i nay Quafl]lnlvon 0 &. “Nhing cudc can quét ban pha cua bon Yeerk da pha huy
gan nhuw tit cd moi th.”

"To6i chwa bao gio thay bon Yeerk str dung vat chui 1a nguwoi Arn c3," Toby néi. "Toi biét rang
s& di nhw vay vi ngudi Arm da tu cai tao lai chinh minh khién bon Yeerk khong chui vao nao
dwoc."

"bung vay, Nha Tién tri,” nguwoi Arn noi. "Bon Yeerk da khong tiéu diét ching ta bang cach
bit ching ta lam vat chi. D6 1a mot tro choi. Mot mon thé thao. Dan toc ta da b1 tan diét, nén
van hoéa bi pha hdy béi vi tui ta 1a nhitng tdm bia di déng cho bon Yeerk tap bin...

Giong ngwoi Arn ddi vao vach da, khién né cang thém thé thiét.

R6i sau do6 sinh vat la lung 4y 1é chan bwéc di. "Ta c6 viéc phai lam.
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Qué nha. Hanh tinh Hork-Bajir. Hanh tinh cua ta.

Ta them thoat khoi cdi co thé Nguwdi mém oat, chAm ré ré nay dé cé dwoc hinh hai cii cta
minh. Ta muon la Hork-Bajir.

“Nao nao, chung ta ¢ day khong phai dé ngam canh,” Jake noi giong gia. “Chung ta ¢ day de
thu hoi nhu'ng vl khi ma ba Aldrea va 6ng Dak da cat gidu. Tim ra ching xong, ching ta sé bao
cho Quafijinivon biét roi sé bay vé nha ngay.”

“Toby da & nha ro6i,” ta chinh lai.
Toby nhin phatlén. Y tudng nay lam c6 bé ngac nhién.
“Day la thé gi¢i qué nha ctia chau, Toby.” Ta gii thich.

<Toby s€ ¢ noi nao giuc gid, goi moi c6 bé,> nothlit diéu hiu bdo. <Nhwng tat ca ching toi -
toi, Ax, Jake, Rachel, Marco va Cassie - ching t6i sé vé nha.>

Sinh vt tén Tobias nhin manh “tat cd”, khéng bd sét cai tén nao la c6 y canh cao ta.

Cdi gi? Ta tw hoi. Mi c6 thé lam dwoc gi néu ta quyét dinh Cassie phdi & lai? Nhung ta chang
noi gi. Nhirng con Nguoi va anh chang Andalite dang ghét kia da nghi ngd ta roi. That hoang
twdng. Aximili dé tAm dén ta nhiéu hon dén bon Yeerk.

Ta khong c6 ddong minh trong ddi quan nay, trir Toby. Du sao thi c6 bé cling 1a chat gai cla
ta.

<Aldrea, Jake dang ch¢ cau tra 1oi cia ba.>



<Cai gi?>
<Jake dang hoi ba.>
“Xin 10i, ta khong nghe,” ta ndi to.

“Ba san sang roi chit? Ba 1a ngudi dan dwong cho chung tdi. Hay chi cho chiing toi chd gidu
vii khi.”

“Ta da sdn sang,” ta bao, cd gidu nhirng cam xuc bat an khoi Cassie.

Ta khong biét vi tri cat glau vii khi. Ta nho Dak cung ta va may nguwoi Hork-Bajir con song
sot khac da chat chiing 1én tau. C6 diéu ta di cat gidu no sau khi dwoc lwu trit Ixcila.

<Ba khong biét chiing & diau!> Cassie 1én an.

<Vé van!>

<0 troi oi! Chau cAm thdy ma. Chau chic chin 1a ba khong thanh that.>

<Ta biét noi ta dinh cat gidu chidng. Ta biét noi d6.>

<Ba can phai néi véi Jake.>

<Khong!>

Cassie dinh m& miéng ra. “Ja... om...Ja...”

<bé€ ta noi!>

Ta bi s6c béi chinh cach cu xir cda minh. Ta khong c6 y ngdn chan Cassie, khong mudn tranh
gianh quyén kiém soat véi cd bé. Tuy nhién, ta da khong c6 thoi gian dé suy nghi vé tit ca
nhitng chuyén nay.

Moi 4nh mat déu dé don vé phia ta. T4t c4, trir ngwoi Arn dang 1ai hdi ban biu & dau dé.

<birng bao gi¢ lap lai diéu do6 nira, ba Aldrea,> Cassie ran de.

<Ta...>

2

<Ba lam on ding co danh bai chdu dé nam quyen kiém soat,> Cassie néi va lién do, c6 bé mé

miéng ciia bon ta - cdia ¢0 iy - ra va la am 1én. “Ba 4y khong biét noi cat gidu vi khi ma chi nhé
mang mang thoi.”

Nguwoi Andalite khong phai 1a mot loai hay biéu 16 cam xuc trén khuén mdt. Nhung ta duoc
sinh ra da la mot nguwoi Andalite. Ta thay net chién thang 4nh 1én trong mat Aximili - ra diéu
han da danh gia ding vé ta.

Biéu 10 cam xtc bang khudn mat nhu ciia con Ngwdi van con la 1am véi ta. Mit Jake chang
phd bay diéu gi, c6 vé nhuw c6 che gidu cdm xuc.

“Lé ra ching ta nén nghi t&i diéu do trwdc khi khéi hanh,” cdu ta néi 1ap Iirng.



<Vui long cho ta st dung cdi miéng cia mi nhé?> Ta hoi Cassie.
<Puoc.>

Ta rat tu tin minh sé tim ra nhirng vii khi dé. Ta biét noi c6 1€ ta da cat gidu hodc dv dinh
gidu.”

“Tuyét cu meo ’ Marco rud lén. “Nhung sw khéc biét 1on gitra hai tir ‘chdc chan’ va ‘c6 18’ 1a
ching ta bi giét.”

“Sé khong ai phai nguy hiém ca. Ta biét noi d6. Ta biét cai cay dé.”

Jake tw ton nodi. “Gio khong con cach nao khac. Chung t6i da ¢ day roi va danh phai nghe theo
hwong dan cua ba thoi. Nhung Aldrea 3, ba khong con duwoc tin cdy nita. Ba ghé tom nguoi Arn,
ghet nguoi Andalite, va khong coi loai Nguoi la dong minh. T6i hiéu su titc gian cua ba. Nhu'ng
du gi ching toi cung phai song dé vé nha. Vi viy, néu ba con lam t6i ngd vue lan nira, thi ching
toi sé khai trr ba.”

“bay la thé gidi, 1a tran chién cda ta, con Nguo1i a. Hay di va lam theo nhirng gi ta bao, c6 thé
thi chang bao lau nita bon mi sé du'oc tré vé Trai Dat.” Ta ndi, phdt 1o sw de doa va ph1 bang
trong giong néi ctia con Ngudi tén Jake.

Rachel cit tiéng. “Va ba sé tré lai cai lo ctia Quafijinivon?”

“Pung thé.” Ta dap.

ake hit mot hoi that sau roi noi. “Chung ta can tranh dung nhitng 16t bién hinh ctia Trai Dat,
Tat ca chung ta, trur Tobias, s& chuyén sang 16t Hork-Bajir. Tobias, hdy & trén khong, nhung cd
dirng dé bi trong thay nhé.”

<bong y,> nothlit diéu hau chap thuan. Cau ta xoe canh, bay 1a la trén mdt dat mot quang roi
vit thang 1én man swong mu.

"Roi. Gior chiing ta bién hinh thoi."
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<Ta chic chin chau kim soat dwoc 16t hinh bién nay.> Ta bao Cassie.

<Vang,> c6 bé tra loi va tap trung vao ADN ctia Hork-Bajir.

Suw thay d6i dién ra nhanh va sudn sé mot cach dang ngac nhién. Cassie la mot nguoi | bién
hinh day klnh nghiém, diéu d6 qua roé roi. Nhung khi quan sat nhiing sw bién dang dwoc diénra
rat tron tru va vo cung duyén dang, ta nhan ra rdng c6 bé con hon 1a c6 kinh nghiém. Cassie
qua la c6 tai ndng bién hinh that sw.

Than hinh mot mét rudi cta cé bé vut cao 1én nhw cay non trén hai ban chan nguoi. Co bap
Hork-Bajir x&p tirng 16p tirng 1¢p, phii day 1én co thé y&u ét ctia loai Ngwoi. Xwong phinh ra va



ddc lai hon. Nhirng co quan noi tang duoc sdp x€p lai tao nén mot Am thanh nghe 6c ach, mot
vai bd phan bién mat, mot s6 khac lai xuat hién, dinh hinh, tim chd, tao két néi, bit dau tiét ra
nhitng cht can thiét d& tiéu hoa va bai tiét.

Ngon chan sau cua nguwoi Hork-Bajir - cai cua giong chin khing long - tréi ra tir got chan co
bé. Nam ngdén chin nguwoi tan chdy, hoa quyén vao nhau, két hop lai tao thanh ba cai vuét dai.

Cai dudi Hork-Bajir moc ra nhv mot phan phu cia cot séng, tirng dot xwong cl thé ndi tiép
nhau va nhitrng th¢ thit va cac mach mau xuat hién bao quanh xwong dudi va sau cling mot lép
da phu tron hét bén ngoai.

Cai miéng nguoi dep lép nh6 diu ra trwdc. M6i banh ngodc ra r6i mém lai thanh cai quai
ham Hork-Bajir nhw dang cu¢i cuoi.

Tiép theo, Cassie lam diéu ma ta biét chac minh khong thé lam dwoc: khdng ché hinh thu
cua nhiing lwdi gwom dé ching hién ra tirng cai mot, truéc tién 1a & canh tay, dén cang chan roi
xubng tiép.

B0 sirng cling nht ra theo cach thirc d6 - mot cai, hai cdi, réi ba cai. Hinh nhw c6 bé dang c6
biéu dién dé tao 4n twong cho ta. Va dung l1a ta bi hop hon that

<Chdau bién hinh thit tai tinh,> ta khen.

<Cam on ba.>

Ta chiing ki€n sw chuyén bién ngoan muc tir mat nguoi sang mat Hork- Bajir. Mau sdc thay
do6i khi dai anh sdng hitu hinh dan chuyén sang tia cwc tim, réi cang vé cudi cang loang lot tir tw

di.

Ta da dugc nhin hanh tinh Hork-Bajir bang con mat Hork-Bajir. Ping 1a ta da vé nha. Ta lai
la ta - khong phai la mot c6 gai loai Ngwoi nao dé. Ta la Hork-Bajir.

Nhitng nguoi khac cling da hoan thanh quy trinh b1en hinh. Ta da tré ve voi dan toc minh.
Ao tuong chang? Nhung sudt cudc doi minh, ké ca gidy phut nay, khong cé cai gi 1a khong do
twdng ca.

<Mo1i ba dan dwong, Aldrea,> Jake ho, r6 rang la cau ta thich dung giong truyén hon la chat
vat véi cach danh van bap bém ctia Hork- Bajir.

<Cassie, ta mudn... by gior tot nhat hiy dé ta kiém soat co thé nay.>

<Puwoc.>

Ta chi 1én, theo hwéng ra khoi thung liing. “Téi rirng cay.”

Tat ca chay 1én nhitng bac thang hep. Hork-Bajir khong hé so do cao. Lén cau thang, bang
qua vung can coi, cam thay trién doc cang d&c hon. Lén! Xuyén qua birc man chan. Cai dau ta la
1én khéi man swong va thay cai ciy dau tién.

Hung vi lam sao! D6 la mét birc tuwdng cong - cay Stoola khong 16. Nhitng trai tim ta boi hoi.
Ta-Cassie chay ta toi no. Andallte nhirng con Nguoi - trong hinh hai Hork-Bajir - cung ro 1én
chay. Té1i noi, tit ca du 1én, cdm nhu‘ng lwéi gwom vao vé ciy mém.

Ta leo. Kinh nghiém nay thit la lung d6i véi anh chang Andalite (nhw héi xa xwa da rat la déi



voita.)

That ngac nhién, con Nguoi tén Cassie vira lo s¢ d0 cao vira thoai mai cung ta chay thoan
thoat vé phia nhu‘ng canh thap nhat, cach than cay hai ba chuc mét hoic hon. O, gior thi ta nhé
ra roi, loai Nguoi von co nhitng canh tay quay duoc ba tram sau muwoi do, nhlrng canh tay quay
duoc ba tram sau muoi do, nhitng ban tay manh mé v&i ngdn cai chia ra tach biét, va déi ban
chan mang vét tich cda nhung ngon tay...

<Loai Nguwoi cadc ban la mot loai leo tréo a?> Ta héi Cassie.

<bulng. T6 tién cla chdng téi da song & trén cay.>

<Ta cdm thiy chiu binh tinh hon nguwdi Andalite khi Ian dau tréo ciy & day.>

<Vang. Mién 1a ching ta dirng nga.>

<Hork-Bajir khong nga khoi cay dau.>

Lén, 1én nira. Nhitng ng6én chan va ludi gwom cam vao vo ciy va chay thang 1én Me Bau Troi.

<Cha, cay gi ma cao dé so,> Marco tram tro. <Cai ciy nay c6 thé dem déng do dac cho ca
nuwdc My day.>

<Tai sao chung ta ctr phai leo hoai vay?> Rachel 16ng nhong hoi. <Vay cht queo qua huéng
khéc, khong chi 1én thing c6 dwgc khong?>

<Cach thirc di chuyén & day la nhw viy,> ta gidng giai. <bi Ién dé sang phai hay qua trai.>

<T0i cling da ndi véi cdc ban minh nhw thé tir 1du réi,> Tobias gép chuyén. <bd cao la tit ca
ma.>

<B0 c6 thay gi khong, Tobias?> Jake hdi.

<Minh chang thiy mot nguoi Hork-Bajir hay bat ct cai gi khac, ngoai trir mot vat gi dé nho
nhd, nhin nheo nhin hoi gidng con khi.>

<Con Chadoo day,> ta bao.

<Con gi ciing dwoc. Ngoai n6 ra minh chi thay toan cay la cay thoi. Cay to 10n that sy. Chung
cr dam thang vao mat minh. Bay len 18i giita nhung ca1 cay to 16n nay chang cé gi phién, nhung
minh vén quen bay gitra khong trung 16ng 10ng roi..

Bon ta da Ién téi mot canh dai, chay ngang tuét vé phia Nam. Téi tan cudi thung liing, noi
Dak va ta di song - da song va da sinh Ta Seerow.

Néu ta cé cat glau vii khi thi chic chan ta phai cit & dé6. Va d6 1a nha cla ta. Cach diy mot
tuan, trong tam tri ta né la nha.

Ta cin phai thay né.

CHUONG 19



Chay!

Ca bon chay loat thoat doc theo canh cay Ian sin, cong queo. Chay nhw nhitng con s6¢ khong
16 - nhoay nhody ma ctt chuc té nga.

bén cubi canh cay roi!
<Ba Aldrea, canh nay... AAAAHHHH!>

Rot! Bay! Hai canh tay dang rong ra. Van rét, gié th6i phan phat. Tobias vut qua. Nhitng
chiéc 14 to nhw nhitng léu rap xiéc.

Ba Aldrea vwon mot tay ra, tom 14y mot canh gay guoc. Nhirng canh cay qua nhé khéng thé
gitt noi trong lwong cua chung toi. Lay trod, ching toi chét mat thoi.

Roi. Canh ciy odn vong xuong, vong xuong, roi tir tir... 0... lr.. . chung t6i bat 1én tré lai. Téc
dd nhin dén ch6ng mat cua day 10 xo nhoi ching toi nhw gia c6i. Roi mot ci bing 1én va & dau
mut cong cong, Aldrea tha tay ra.

<Aaaaaahhhhh!>

Chidng to6i bay, nhing, nhao 16n, va roi. Xuéng, xuéng. HUYCH!

Ban chan Hork-Bajir ctia t6i bap vao mdt canh méi - mét cay mai.

<E & that dién hét strc!> T6i hét ri. <Lam lai nha.>

Bon ban liu riu theo sau tdi, leo tréo hing chang kém.

Ching toi lai budng ra. Gio' thi da c6 vé vao viéc truy tim roi, nhung van treo ton ten tir canh
nay qua canh 'khac. Lam tro xiéc tir cy no téi cay kia. Mot canh twong ma khong ai tirng thay
trén Trai Dat.

Cudi cung ba Aldrea ciing dung lai nghi. Ba ngoi ngam bon kia leo treo, lwu tam ddc biét toi
Toby. Nha tién tri Hork-Bajir tré tudi dang lao nhuw tén bin gitta cac canh cay, cwdi dua rinh
rich.

<Cb bé la tat ca nhirng gi ta con,> Ba Aldrea ngim ngui.

<Ba chic phai c6 ho hang gi chit,> tdi ndi. <Nhirng ngudi ba con Andalite.>

<Toby 1A t4t ca nhitng gi ta c6,> ba Aldrea van khiang khang. <N&u khéng cé nd thi ta chi ¢
swlang quén.>

To6i bat giac rung minh. Ba Aldrea noi dung. Cai ngwoi Andalite hay Hork-Bajir dang dung
chung bd nao v&i toi nay chang cé gi ca. Ba khong sdng that sw.

Trw phi... Trtr phi ba ttr choi tré lai sw 1ang quén.
Valan dau tién t6i chot nghi ba Aldrea sé that sw song (qua t6i) néu nhw tbéi cho phép.

Khéng! Khong! Piéu nay khong phu thudc vao t6i?!



Gior thi ba 3 ay dang song theo mét cach nao dé. Ba néi, suy nghi, cdm nhin, ném trai va ca hoc
hoi nita. Ba sdng, nhung chi 1a nho vao toi.

Troi dat quy than oi, chuyén nay liéu co phai do t6i quyét dinh? Liéu t6i c6 nén la ngwdi bao
cho ba iy biét khi nao thi t&1 lc tré vé véi hw vo?

C6 phai toi sdp stra tré thanh ngwoi giét chét Aldrea-Iskillion-Falan khong ta?

Nhén thirc nay khién tdi nin thé. Ba Aldrea nhin ra cdm xuc cta toi.

<C6 chuyén gi vay?> Ba hoi.

T6i khong thé tra 1oi. Biét néi gi dady? Néu t6i nhin ra diéu nay trwéc Nghi thirc Tai sinh thi
toi sé khong bao gio dong y cho Ixcila cw ngu trong ndo minh. That khong thé dwoc. That vo
dao dirc. Ba Aldrea dang song, va néu ba chét 1an nita, néu ba ngirng ton tai thi rat c6 thé la do
sw ich ky cta toi.

Thé day! Chinh sy yéu duoi da chi duong cho Ixcila cua ba Aldrea lwa chon toi. O mrc d6 ban
nang, linh hon cuia ba Aldrea d3 cdm nhan dwoc sw yéu dudi trong toi, ba biét téi khong thé nao
yéu cau ba ay chét lan nira.

Tobias bay vuat qua, hoi. <Ba Aldrea, hwéng nay con bao xa nira?>

<Thém mot khodng phan tw dam, Kkhong hon,>ba dap. <Phén thung liing nay hep dén noi cac
canh cay c6 thé va quet, cham dan vao nhau.>

<Chang con rat lui dwoc nira,> Tobias 1 6i. R6i quay qua Jake, ciu 4y ti€p. <Ric rdi dang &
phia truéec, thwa tha lanh can trweong.>

<Gl vay?>

<R0i ba sé thiy ngay thoi,> Tobias n6i nghiém trang. <H&y cti dau thiap xuong.>
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Nhﬁ'ng trai tim nhay tot 1én c6 hong, ta lao pham pham gitra cdc canh ciy. Tat ca déu quen
thudc: mot 16i mon ta da qua lai hang tram hang ngan lan, véi Dak & bén canh, v&i Seerow cot
truedc bung ta, ldc ldc theo moi buéc chan.

Qué nha. Qué nha ¢ phia trwdc. Ngbi nha cua ta.

Va, bang cach nao do6, anh a ay sé c6 mat & do, Dak cua ta, manh khde, dang tay mim cu¢i don
ta. Con trai Seerow bé nhé ctia ta nim cho trong noi, toét miéng cuoi hanh phic véi me.

That khong thé dwoc. Ta biét ma. Ta khong dién. Thé nhung, ta van... hy vong... Niém hy
vong hao huyén. CAm xdc chdng mang gi dén nhitng diéu ta biét.



Qué nha! Ta tung minh phdng nhanh hon, bé xa tit ca dang sau, chi c6 con diéu hiu 1a con
bay theo Kkip.

Bong ta dung phat lai. Mot khodng tréng huo trong hoac & phia trwdc. Khong gian trui 1ui lot
gifta nhitng canh cay. Khong thé thé dwoc! Ta tha chét con hon phai trong thay canh nay.

Ta than tho bo téi. Bay gio moi nguoi da duoi kip. Ho can trong dirng lui lai, phap phéng
doan biét diéu khiing khiép da xay ra.

Cudi cung, chang can phai tién lai gan hon nita ta thady hang tram ciy da bién mat. Mat dat bi
x&i tung, tran trui, tro ra dwdi anh mat troi.

Bon Yeerk da tan pha gan hét khu vurc nay ctia thung liing. Gio n¢ da tro thanh dam lay. Mot
16p chat nhay sén sét nhu bun nhao lap day mot cai ho nhan tao x4u xi. Thanh h6 dwoc gia co
bang nhitng than cdy. Cc nhanh cay xia ra téi gitta ho tao thanh nhitng chiéc cau.

Nhung n6 khong phai la ho!
Ngoi nha cua ta, noi nhitng nhanh cay vat 1éo chéo qua khe nirt bay gior 1a mot viing Yeerk.
Moi nguwoi téi gan ta. Tat ca cung ding choi voi gitra nhitng canh cay, nga ngat nhin xudng
canh hoang tan. Nhiing con Nguoi khong thé hiéu noi dau. Pay la nha ctia ta ma. Khong phai
cach day nhiéu thap nién ma chi m&i hém kia thoi. Hom kia ta da dé chong va con minh & dé.
Hom kia ho van con song ma..
<Ch4u rat tié€c, ba Aldrea...> Cassie dé dat an ui.

Dbung réi. Ta da chét. Ta thiy va nghe dwoc, so va cdm thiy dwoc - nhung ta chét roi.

Cubc sOng khong con la cudc song nita. N6 chila do twong do nguoi Arn tao ra. Cuéc doitala
Dak, 1a Seerow. T4t ca nhitng ngwdi lam nén cudc séng cuia ta da di roi.

Ta chong mit, ¢ tim kiém nhirng tan tich cuoi cung cua nhirng thir tung hién hitu. bay tung
la rirg cay ta biét rd. Tung cai cay dobi voi ta déu cé tAm hon va tinh cach. Tuy ching khong
nhay cam nhw mot so loai cay ctia Andalite, nhuwng ching ciing 1a nhitng c4 thé han hoi.

0i cay Stoola, cay Nawin, cay Siff... tat ca da tan bién trwéc hong sing tia Nghiét. Gi chi con
lai m6t dam lay, b&n bén len chat bang nhirng cay con.

Trong dam lay la _hang ti lit chat long nhay nhua ma bon Yeerk yéu mén. ba tung cung cha
me trai qua thoi nién thiéu trén thé gioi Yeerk, ta biét day la viing 16n nhat ma Pé ché Yeerk
tirng c6 - 1a noi trd ngu cho may chuc ngan Yeerk.

Lién sau do, ta phat hién ra mot thu. Gan nhw khong thé thay duogc & goc do nay. Mot mang
than cdy bi tudc sach vo. Chdng c6 gi khac thwong: noi ndo c6 Hork-Bajir thi noi dé cé cay
khong vé.

<Ban diéu hiu a,> ta goi. <Ta hiéu thi lwc ciia ban rit manh.>

<To6t hon ctia con Nguwoi,> Tobias hdnh dién dap. <Tét hon ca Andalite hay Hork-Bajir.>

Ta chi cho Tobias cho cAn nhin. Va ciu ay mo ta cho ta nhitng gi cau ay thay khic go noi bi

twdc vo c6 khic cham nhitng biéu twong xodn xuyt vao nhau. Mot birc vé ctia ngudi Hork-Bajir
- moOt 14 thu tinh.



<D¢ 1a biéu twong ctia Hork-Bajir vé tinh yéu bat diét,> Toby giai thich véi moi ngudi. <Hinh
nhw n6 ghi nhitng mau ty Andalite 1a “A” va “D”.>

<Vii khi & chd dé6,> tanoi chic nich. <Bén trong cai cay doé co mot can c rong. Dak va nhing
phi cong chién d4u ctia bon ta dung né lam noi tra 4n. C6 mot cin phong bén trong, tuong go
lang muot, yén tinh va toi mo. Can phong rong chirng muoi hai mét, hoi tron. Pu rong dé cat
giau mot chlec tau van tai nhd. Bon ta trd mot 16i vao rong, nguy trang bang vo cdy m&i moc lai
sau moi lan st dung.>

<Ba bao 1a ba khong chac vii khi & ddu ma,> anh chang Andalite ndi.

<Ta bao ta biét noi bon ta dinh gidu ching. Va dé chinh la noi nay.>

<No6 thudc vé dam lay nén dugc canh phong rit can méat. By nguoi ching ta lam duoc gi?
Nhao vo tw'sat dé roi ver 18 rang ba da lam w?>

<Néu chuing ta pha banh cai ciy iy ra,> Marco nhin dinh, <thi cd ddm lay sé can queo.>
<b6 chinh la diéu ba 4y muén ma,> Rachel huing hon. <Ba 4y muon tra thu.>

Ta chang noi gi.

<L&i vao ba nhac dén 4y c6 thé ma ra lai dwoc khong?> Jake hoi.

<Pwoc. N6 dwoc xay dung rat tinh xdo. Chac han 4p suit nwéc gitt cho né dong lai.>
<Ap sudt nuwéc u?>

<bung vay. Khodng khong & phia kia cai ciy, bén dwdi bé mat viing Yeerk.>
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Ds chang phai 12 mot k& hoach dé thuc hién. Ching tdi cAn phai dot nhip thing vo viing
Yeerk, hanh dong bén dwéi lan nwée. Ba Aldrea cin & trong 16t Hork-Bajir d€ mé cy ra.

Néu ba m& dworc thi ching téi phai vao bén trong toi chd con tau va tim cach lai n6 bay ra
khoi khic cdy co dLro'ng kinh ba chuc meét. Khoi can Marco lu6n miéng bao rang dién véi khung
thi ca bon ciing biét thé. Nhung khi chinh ba Aldrea kéu ca ké hoach nay 1a dién ro thi ching toi
hiéu minh gip phai ray ra cé nao..

The ba c6 ké hoach nao t6t hon khong?" Rachel cin van. "Béi vi tit thay tui toi, dira nao
cling c6 tai hét, ngay day ne."

"K€& hoach d6 la tw sat!" Aldrea chi rd, gat t6i qua mot bén.
Marco cuwdi lau linh. "Ba da ¢6 mot phiéu cua toi roi."

“Chung ta cAn mo6t con ca voi,” Jake noi, nhin tdi va Rachel diy y nhi.



“Téiludn di,” Rachel s6t sang. “Hay, roi sé...”
“Khong, d€ minh.” Toi cit ngang. “Minh ki€m soat 16t bién hinh t&t hon va nhanh hon.”
Rachel cii lai. Jake lac d4u, biét thira phai 1a toi ma thoi. Téi ndm 1ay tay cu 4y va bop chit.

Day khong phai 1a lac tranh cai nén str dung thuat bién hinh nhw thé nao,” ba Aldrea rau rau
noéi. “Ma la chép thoi co, dot kich viing Yeerk roi cudp vi khi. Co thé bat di Va1 Hork-Bajir, gitt
cho dén khi Yeerk bo ra khéi dau ho. Dan da ching ta sé giy dwng quan doi...

<Ba va Dak Hamee, lai m6t Ian nira w?> Ax néi.

"Ta mudn cudc tan cong nay thanh cong!" Aldrea véc lai. "Ta khong muodn mot sw no luc vo
ich va lang phi nao. May Nguoi day chi 1a nhitng dira tré! Bon bay c6 biét chién ddu véi bon
Yeerk Ia nhw thé nao khong?"

"Bon ho biét rd 1am cht, ba c6," Toby ndi.

Jake gio tay lén, cit ngang cudc tranh luan. ' 'Nguoi Chee khong thé thay thé ching ta mai
mai. Chung ta can phal lam cho xong vu nay va ra khoi day. Thwa ba Aldrea, dung, diéu nay la
dién ro. Nhwng chiing t6i da luén lJam nhitng diéu dién ro tir khi anh trai cia Ax xuat hién."

Vay la phdi bo phiéu. Aldrea quay sang ciu xin t6i bo phiéu chdng lai y kién cta Jake.

<Chau tin Jake,> t6i noi. <Né&u ciu 4y cho rang chung chau c6 thé 1am dwoc, cé nghia la
ching chiu co6 thé lam dwoc.>

b6 1a nhirng gi toi néi véi ba dy. Con nhirng gi toéi cdm thiy thi lai hoan toan khac.

<Cassie, dung ngu ngoc thé,> Aldrea cd gang <Lam viy dong nghia v&i viéc chdu sé chét.
Nhirng nguoi khac sé song sot, con chau thi khong.>

<Chau biét.>

<Néu nhw chau khong c6 du thoi gian, chi thiéu c6 vai gidy thoi.. .tdc do qua nhanh... cang co6
qua nhiéu viéc phai lam cang c6 qua it thoi gian... Cassie a, chau sé khong chi tu giét minh dau,
ta cling dang & day day' Néu chau bi giét... ta sé khong con co hdi quay lai trong chai va cho
doi mot co hoi dwgc sOng mdi niva.>

<Chau biét diéu do,> t6i nai.

Ba Aldrea van ct noi trong khi toi bién thanh 6 bién, con bon ban bién thanh bo chét hay
rudi, moi 16t hinh nho6 nhat cua ching t6i. Chi c6 Toby la khong di cling.

Khi d3 hoan tat 16t 6 bién, t6i nhat nhing con con trung lén, ngdm ho tui né trong mo minh.
Chédng rong rai hay vui thud gi, nhwng ma an toan.

T6i bay 1én khoi nhitng canh cdy, lwot bén trén thung liing vao man dém hanh tinh Hork-
Bajir. Thung liing hep pha hoi nong lién tuc, tha ho cho t6i co luong khi néng. T6i nhao thanh
dwong xody tron oc, dap canh, nghi mot chit roi lai dip canh tiép. Cao, cao hon nira.

T6i bay 1&n cho téi khi thdy madt dit khé can bén kia vie tham. Lic nay khi néng da hét, xudi
xi véi nhitng lan gi6 thdi ngang. Toi c6 sttc bay cang cao cang tot.



<Né miy bo,> toi hét. <Minh da thay viing Yeerk. Pam lay duwoc thap sang. C6 mot chiéc Con
Rép dang lwon lo phia dau kia. Tui Hork-Bajir dang di tuan quanh b& dam lay va b viing. Linh
canh khap moi noi. C6 ai can gi trwdrc khi minh bat dau khéng?>

T6i rang to ra bao gan bao ph6i, may ra at dwoc ndi so chét khiép. Du da 1én kha cao roi,
nhung tdi van thiy chua du.

<Cho tui mot chai soda di,> Marco pha tro.

<Tui minh 6n ma, Cassie,> Jake bdo. <Chi cin b6 dirng c6 m& miéng ra 1a dwoc. Tui minh sé
hoan hinh ngay khi c6 ché...>

<U”a,>

Toi hit mot hoi that siu. Pich nhim: gan dam lay nhung khong qua gan. Téi khong muén
dung vao khtc gb trong 16t ca voi. Téc dd va luc va cham sé khién né nirt toang mat.
Toc d6. Tat ca la van dé téc do.

T6i bat dau hoan hinh.
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< Khong thé nao 1am dwoc vidc d6 dau!> Aldrea canh béo.

<C6 chtt, c6 thé chi,> tdi dap. <Chau c6 thé lam dwoc. Con bay gid, phién ba im lang gitm.
Chau can tap trung.>

T6i bat dau hoan hinh. Longo blen chay bét vao nhau nhw sap nong. Mat toi bet ra, mo mém
di thanh moi. Cai lwéi ngudi nhay cdm da cé thé cam thiy nam con con trung & trong miéng.

Dirng hd miéng ra, toi tw din minh, cd giit thang bang cho ddi canh.

T6i roi xuyén qua man dém, qua viing Yeerk sang trung bén dudi, vé phia dam linh canh c6
thé thoi tung tdi thanh cat bui.

Toi cit vira roi vira hoan hinh. Co thé ngwoi lun chiing, mim mim cua tdi lén dan, van con
nguyén doi canh 6 bién.

Bién hinh chwa bao gi¢ tuin theo bat ky quy tac nao. Moi sy khéng xay ra theo mét trinh tu
ro rang hay c6 thé dy doan tru¢c. Chwa mot ai da tung co thé dam chac quy trinh Jan t&i sé ra
sao. Nhung t6i thi co thé. Mot khoanh nio cda toi tham chi con khong thé cam nhin dwoc gi,
nhung voi mot khoanh nio khac, toi c6 thé cé dwoc ca thong tin truyén dat hinh dang tiép theo
clia quy trinh bién hinh.

Ax no6i toi c6 tai. bo 1a mot mon qua. Nhung toi khong ro lam, t6i khong biét n6 dén tir dau
hay Vl sao toi c6 né. Nhung, khi tdi roi roi hoan hinh roi roi t1ep, co thé nguoi lun chum, map
hu cua t6i c6 thém doi canh. P6i canh nay c 1én 1én, dai ra va dang réng hon ca cap canh ctia
mot con 6 bién.



To6i khong thé quay, dap canh hay diéu khién dwoc mot soi 16ng 6 bién nao nira, chi con co
giit cho chiing & yén mot ché khi toi roi... rat cham, c6 chong lai trong luc.

<Ch4u dang diéu khién qua trinh bién hinh!> Aldrea la 16n. <Khong thé nao tin néi!>

Va roi, khi con & do cao trén ba muoi mét, toi bat dAu bién hinh ca voi. Ban chan toi x0an
vao nhau nhu soi mi spaghetti quin vao nia. Ching chay nhéu ra, dinh nhit lai, thit tré nén day
va m& mang hon.

Nhung tdi van con dobi canh.

Gior thi toi da lot vao tam nhin cda tui linh gac Hork- Bajir roi. Bay gio thi bat cir gidy nao toi
ciing c6 thé bi bin, néu c6 mot cai dau nao dé tinh cd& ngudc 1én ngdm sao..

Pang chiu!

Mot tia Nghiét do lom swot qua toi.

<Xuo6ng di! Roi!> Ba Aldrea hét.

<Khong! Hay con qua som!>

<Jake, ching dang ban!> T6i bao céo.

<Chung ta da cach viing du gan réi ha?>

<Minh khéng biét!> T6i gao tham thiét. <Khdng. Khong, tui minh chwa téi dt gan dau.>
<Quyeét dinh la cta b6, Cassie. Minh tin twéng & b6.>

Pang chiu!

Phat thtr hai swot ngay dang sau toi. Cang ngay cang c6 nhiéu Hork-Bajir nhin 1én, nhitng cai
dau yéu tinh nghiéng ngo.

T6i khéng dwoc dé cho ching thay mot con Nguoi. Bo la diéu tién quyét. Con Nguoi & trén
hanh tinh Hork-Ba]1r7 Tin nay s€ gy xo6n xao khap dai thién ha, sé dat nhiéu ap luc 1én Visser
Ba hon bao gi¢ hét - hin sé khong tir mot viéc gi hau tim ra chung toi.

Khi nhin [én, bon Hork-Bajir chi thady mot khéi bay nhiy, mot vat nhic nhich véi déi canh
rong mau trang va c6é dudi ca voi.

<Xu6ng, ta bAo ma!> Ba Aldrea lai hét.
<Chwa dau,> toi cwong quyét.

Péng chiu! Pﬁng chiu!

Pang chiu! Pz‘?mg chiu! Pang chiu!

Nhirng tia dé bay veo véo tir phia. Vai tia gin dén ndi tdi ngri thay khong khi bi ddt chay.



<Ta sé ti€ém quyen nguoi,> ba Aldrea gam lén. T6i cam thiy y chi cua ba ndi 1én, mot con
song day lén trong tam tri toi.

<KHONG!>

Ba Aldrea c6 gip d6i canh t6i lai, co chiém quyén kiém soat tri ndo toi.
Pang chiu! Pang chiu!

Mot vét bong c& gan hai tic xang vao hong t6i. Pau thay 6ng ba 6ng vai.
Canh t6i... gn... nhw mit... tiéu...

KHONG! Pay 1a co thé ciia toi, day 1a toi!

T6i c6 day lan séng y chi cia ba Aldrea di. Doi tay yéu dudi rdng ngan chan mo6t tham hoa
tan khoc.

Nhung ddi canh cua téi van gitt nguyén dang. T6i roi nhanh hon nhung khéng qua nhanh.
Aldrea chién dau chong lai toi, to6i phan cdng, nhung t6i van lam chi co thé minh, lam cht su
bién hinh. Chung to6i - mot nguoi Andalite- bién-thanh-Hork-Bajir, sinh vat chét c6 y chi sit da
va toi - cung roi. Tat ca dlen ra trong khi tdi dang bién hinh. Cho dén khi d6i canh 6 bién ning
chich di va phan nhiéu la ca voi hon...

Hoa lwc tir mat dat bén dwdi tao thanh mot bike twong Ia.

Cubi cung, da dén mic gan A0 roi, téi hoan hinh déi canh va lao xudng.
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Ta da thua.

Bon ta roi, roi vé phia cdi chét chac chan, cam dudi vao viing Yeerk. Lic nay ta chi l4n cdn
mot y nghi 13 minh thua dam roi. Thua mot dlra tré loai Nguoi. Van dé duy nhat 1a tw kiém ché.
Ta tin minh c6 thé ndm gilr cor thé nay néu mudn. Nhung c6 gai loai Nguwoi nho nhan di khon
ché ta, trong khi dang tién hanh nhirng thao tac bién hinh phtrc tap - mét kiéu bién hinh c6 thé
t6n vinh cb thanh dai anh hung néu cd6 la ngwoi Andalite.

Khong c6 thoi gian dé nghi vé diéu do. Khong c6 thoi gian dé nghi lam sao ma c6 c6 thé lam
dwoc nhw vay... Khong, ta con mot chién treong dang doii.

Bon ta lao sau xuong viing Yeerk. Gio Cassie dang phinh 1én voi tdc d6 kinh nguwoi, 16n nhanh
va bw d&€n ndi mit ho xoay cudn cudn.

<Gi¢ thi chdu can ba,> Cassie khan khoan.

Ta suyt phi cwdi. D6 nhw la moét sw si nhuc. C6 bé dy ma can ta sao?



<Ta & day,> ta n6i. Con c6 thé néi dwoc gi khac nira chir?

<Hay str dung mat chiu. St dung séng Am dinh vi, mang chiing ta t&i cho birc twong go.>

Bon ta héi ha boi, gdn nhw mu béi hang dong Yeerk trong trang thai ty nhién. Tiéng tia
Nghiét da im. Bon Mchm Xac Hork-Bajir khong thé ban xudng viing. Pung nhu con Nguoi tén
Marco dy bao: vao dén viing 1a bon ta an toan. Tri phi bon Yeerk c6 thé so tan hét tui anh chi
em cta chiing vé phia bén kia.

Thé r6i mat nwéece lai s6i 1én sung suc - tia Nghiét mudn luéc chin bon ta.

Chi c6 vai phut khong hon. Khong chirng lai it hon.

<Kho6ng thé thiy gi ca,> ta ca cam.

<bé€ chau phatra luong dinh vi,> Cassie ndi. <Ba sé thay nhitng hinh dnh phac thio. Ctr dé tu
nhién, dirng cing thang ba a.>

C6 bé ban ra mdt chum am thanh dinh vi. Ta doc birc tranh. Bitc phac hoa, nhw ¢6 bé da noi
vai ta.

<Bén trai. Mot trim mét. Ta nghi thé. Ta khong chic nira.>

Cai dudi ca voi khong 16 ctia bon ta Vay vung trong nudc lam bon Yeerk vang tir tan. Trong
cai miéng to dung cua minh, miéng ca voi-Cassie, ta cam thay moi ngwdi dang hoan hinh, 16n
dan.

<S3p can khong khi roi,> Jake la.

Cassie quay, d6i goc vay va tung ngudi 1én bé mat viing.

<C4 voi khong thé qua miéng,> c6 bé gidi thich. <Ch4u cin phdi ngoi 1én mat nwéc va ha
miéng to ra.>

Ngay khi bon ta 16 1én thi hda luc lai bat dau.

Pang chiu! Pang chiu!

Hut thi thay khéi phut ra, con tring thi cdm thay dau ghé hon.

<Lan xuong!> Cassie thong bao. <Tat ca hay hit thé siu vao.>

Va roi bon ta lao xudng, queo, roi ngirng. <Jake, ching ta t&i noi roi.>
<Tui minh d3 san sang.>

Oap! Oap! Oap!

<Chau nghe c6 tiéng gi d6,> Cassie canh giac.

<Bon Taxxon dang dudi theo bon ta.>

<Rachel va Jake sé don ti€p ching. Hoan hinh ngay. Jake. Ba... Hai...>



Cassie tin chac rang hai ngudi ban ctia c6 bé c6 thé chan dirng dwoc nhim Taxxon do.

Bon ta lao vé huwong bire twong g0 day cui phia trwdc. Bon ta troi, 13n roi dot nhién ‘phong
hin 1én bé mit. Lén khong trung! Miéng ha banh ra. That ngac nhién 1a sinh vat to qua xa co
nay lai biét bay.

<...Mot!> Cassie thét. <bi! bil>

Aximili va Tobias phong ra. Mot ngu¢i Andalite that va mot nguoi trong 16t Andalite. Marco
nhay ra trong 16t Hork-Bajir. Ca ba nguwoi dap 1én khic gb.

Bon ta rét tom xudng nuwéec, st dung xung lwong dé di doc theo bitc twong go vé phia co
tiéng tui Taxxon. <Nao!> Cassie thét, roi lai m& miéng ca voi cho Jake va Rachellao ra.

<Jake, Aldrea néi c6 bon Taxxon phia sau,> c6 bé canh bao.
<7, minh c6 thé ngtri thdy ching,> Jake tra 1oi.

Jake va Rachel - ca hai gi¢- mang | 16t nhirng sinh vat séng dudi nwdc, c6 hinh dang thudn dai,
sam mau véi nhitng vay sdc nhon va cai dau doe ra bén bet.

<C4a mip dau buda,> Cassie gidng giai cho ta.
Oap! Oap! Oap!
<Thém nhiéu Taxxon nita!>

<Khong hé chi. Hai con ¢4 mip d4iu bua sé chang d€ cho con Taxxon nao con séng sot dé vé
tau chuyén véi 6ng cha dau.>

<Chau c6 vé khoéng vui.>

<Chau lo cho Jake va Rachel. Piéu nay rat khing khiép véi cac ban dy.>
<Sreeeee-yah!”

Mot con Taxxon khe ong oc trong nudrc.
<Xui xéo cho bon Taxxon roéi,> ta lam bam.

<Puwoc roi, Aldrea, t&i lwot chiing ta.>

Cassie da bat dau hoan hinh, hoan thién viéc bién d6i nhitng bd phan nho trudéec, c6 nhw vay
c6 bé m&i c6 thé két thic viéc bién hinh that nhanh.

DAy 1a phan quyét dinh. Nhitng con Ngudi xac dinh ro rang bon Yeerk sé khong bao gidr biét
ho da c6 mat trén hanh tinh ngwoi Hork-Bajir.

Thé ma, gi¢ day, Cassie phai tré vé dang Nguoi, cho du chi 1a mét khoanh khic gitra hai
dang hinh bién.

Viéc nay dién ra rat nhanh, nhung khong phai ngay lap tirc. Bon ta teo rut lai, héo di, voéi mot
téc do kinh hoang. Nhitng canh tay va cdng chan ngwoi 10i ra tir ddng thit ca voi ngdn ngon.



Phoi ca voi tré thanh phoi nguwoi, va Cassie nho 1én mat nuwérc.

<Chung sé thiy chdu mit,> ta canh bao.

<Can phai thd,> Cassie hon hén. <Cir tin vao cic ban chau.>

Pau cda cb bé, ciia bon ta, 16 1én mat nwéc, the hit hai ba hép that sau. Chién trwong so6i
dong trén dau bon ta, bén trén birc twong g0. Hai ngwoi Andalite vung du01 chém, chat, bon
Muon xac-Hork- Bajir dat ra va chay khi mot nguoi trong bon ho la oai oai. Chay' Chay' Mau!
Andalite & kh3p noi! Hang ngan tén! Chay mau!”

Di nhién do6 la Marco.

Thé la bon linh, canh Hork-Bajir u té bo chay. Khong ai chu y toi gwong mat Nguoi nhoi 1én
khéi viing Yeerk sén sét.

Cassie c6 giir thang bang. Ta cdm thiy c6 bé da mét dtr.

<Ch4u mét roi.>

<Vang.>

<bung la phép mau, chiing ta con song!>

<Vang.>

CoO bé bat dau bién hinh tiép. Nhitng duwong net Hork-Bajir xudt hién, nhung gi¢' cham hon.
Qua nhiéu 16t hinh bién trong mot quang thoi gian qua ngan. Va moi [an bién hinh déu la mot

cong trinh nghé thuat.

Ngay khi lui dao dau tién hién ra, ta bdo. <Cassie, phap dao vao ciy go di. N6 sé giir cho
chau khéi bi chim.>

Ta nghe tiéng bon Mwon xac-Hork-Bajir 6n ao rdm rich bén trén, tiéng bon Phé-Visser quat
thao linh lac.

Mat nwéc vang vong tiéng kheé khe cia bay Taxxon.
<Cé vé nhuw, ching ta sé bi de bep trong vong vai gidy nira thoi,> Ax néi hét sirc binh than.

<Y ctia Ax 1a le Ién!> Marco thét. <Le 1én néu khong tui minh sé bi bé 16.>
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Toidaln Hork-Bajir hoan chinh. Mét ph¢ phac luén.
<Ba ndm quyén kiém soat di, Aldrea,> t6i noi.

Khéng dworc doi choi voi ba dy, minh cdn ba ay. Tam tri toi quay Cuong, u u mé mé. Ban nang,
nhitng hinh anh map md, nhitng tiéng ddi vay lung va canh, tit ca ciing hoa vao nhau lan 16n.



Pang chiu! Pang chiu!
Tran dia phia trén ching t6i lai no ra.

Ba Aldrea-toi lao xuong nuwéc, bo trwon theo kiéu Hork-Bajir, xudng cho birc twong 14n trong
lan nwéc, khong coni éo tiéng bon Taxxon hip hdi nira.

Hai con ca map dau bua ke ke hai bén hong t6i. Ba Aldrea lao di pham phap. Ba mo mam
trong bong toi, tim diu hién gi dé trén than ciy trweéc mat. Tim... mang go bi twéc vo va khong
madu... toi thé ph1 pho dé dép khong khi.

<Tui t6i téi day!> Tobias 1én tiéng.

Oap! Oap! Oap!

<Marco! Cim lu®i gwom vao than go, dirng ¢ boi! Ghim chim nhip tim lai dé€ tiét kiém
oxy.> Ba Aldrea bao.

DAy roi! Mot vét nitt gdn nhw vd hinh, ndm bén dwdi khiic go, gan noi tiép xtc véi mot cay
khac bén dudi.

Ba Aldrea khéo léo khoa nwéc roi 16i manh.

Khoéng co gi.

<Ap suit nwéc!> Ba la to. <Qua manh! Ta khong thé!>
Marco bo xudng bén canh chiing t6i va tiép thém strc.
Tt twr, cai khe nd1i rong ra.

Pang chiu! Pang chiu! Pang chiu!

Tia Nghiét na ao xudng viing. Kiéu nay néu tui tdi khéng bi tring tia Nghiét thi cling bi ludc
chin mat thoi.

Phut!

Cai cady mo ra. Nudc cung voi ching toi ua vao. Mot dam ca map, Andalite, Hork-Bajir lach
vao trong va noi lén. That sting so, khong khi! Khong c6 anh sang nhung lai duw da khong khi.
Mot sirim ldng khiing khié€p bao trum bén trong rudt cay. Nhitng 4m thanh chién truong da roi
Xa.

Ba Aldrea thé déc, r6i ngan ngir ra lénh. “May tinh, nhan dién: Aldrea-Iskillion-Falan. Ma s6..
M4 s6: Me yéu Seerow. Tau, hay chap nhan bang cach bat dén vé ngoai lén.”

Anh sang dot nhién chéi birng.

Chung t6i 10i 1énh bénh trén cai ao binh ldng ¢ san nha khum khum, glong nhu mot cai to dé
ngua duoc lang bang go. Ntra chim nura troi trén mit nwde 1a mot con tau Yeerk, dai khoang
mudi hai mét va rong ciing cé doé.

Chting t6i 16i bi bdm vé phia con tau. Khi cdm thdy dwdi chin minh l1a gd, to6i dirng thang 1én.



Jake va Rachel hoan hinh c4p ky, va khi c6 ban chin va cang tui né ciing ding ludén, nwéc
ngap téi eo.

“Pay roi,” Ba Aldrea reo Ién.
<Ba khong c6 ky trc vé con tau nay, lam sao ba biét dwgc mat ma nhan dién?> Ax thac mic.
“Con s6 bi€u thi ngay sinh ctia Seerow. Ta luén ludn st dung né.”

“Nao, nao, chiing ta chi cé vai phut truéc khi bon Yeerk phat hién. Hay tién hanh nhanh di.”
Jake 16i ca bon tré lai thuec té.

Chung t6i lai gan con tau, va ludn cai than wét chém nhep cia minh vao trong. T6i ndm ngira
trén san tau, mét dén do khong day noi nira.

“Rang lén, Cassie!” Rachel khich Ié.

“Aldrea day. Cassie that mét toi ta roi,” ba Aldrea dap lai.

“Tai sao lai la ba? Goi Cassie day mau!”

Ba Aldrea cuoi. “Mi khong phai lo lang cho Cassie. C6 bé tw chdm lo cho minh kha t6t.”

Chuing t6i dirng 1én va dén bén bang diéu khién ctia con tau. “Ta can ai d6 ciAm vii khi,” ba
Aldrea ho.

Ax xuit hién bén ba tirc khic. <Chting ta mé& dwong chay ra ha?>
“Dling thé.”

<Khi ching ta ban thung mot 16 & than cy thi nwdc sé tran vao. Swro ri sé 1am can rat nhiéu
nwéc trong viing va rat nhiéu Yeerk sé ngat théd ma chét?>

“Dung thé,” Ba Aldrea cong nhan. “Mi c6 phan déi khong ha anh chang Andalite?”

<Khong dau. Ba di Hork-Bajir a.>

“Thé thi nap nang lwong vao u tia Nghiét.”

DPong co tau rén 1én. Nhitng u tia Nghiét bat dau kéu o o.

<May bo thdy chua, may bo c6 thé chon vii mot trong nhitng thir nay nhiéu nam trong mot
cdi cay va roi chi can khé&i dong né nhw thé nay ne.> Marco noéi. <Hai diém[13] cho cong nghé
cua bon Yeerk.>

<“Coéng nghé clia nguoi Andalite,”> Ax va ba Aldrea dong thanh.

“Bon Yeerk da dn cdp noé. Viéc 4y khong thé bién cong nghé nay thanh 1a cia bon ching,” ba
Aldrea noi thém.

<Sé rung lac dir ddy. Moi ngudi hay chuin bi tw thé nha,> Ax thong bao.

“San sang chuwa?”



<San sang!>

“Ban!” Ba Aldrea ha 1énh.

Tia Nghiét phun ra loe l6e. Mot cai 16 t6 b6 bi khoét qua phia ngoai than cay. Nuoc bat dau
dang lén. Cai 16 cang lén hon. Gior nwéc tran vao xéng xdc, kéu ung uc khip con tau va choan
mat khong khi.

RoOi, dong thoi birc twdmg gob cling sap xudng.

Ram!

Ba Aldrea khoi dong dwoc dong co ngay khi mot birc tchmg nwdc tong sim vao ching, chiéc
thuyén ro ro réi phong 1én man dém. N6 quay mong mong, roi..

Phuutt!
<Yah! Yah! Ui da!> Marco la ram ri. <Ui da, George Lucas[14] &i ¢oi!>

Phi thuyén lao vot ra khéi rudt cay, Xuong thung liing va quay dau lai. M6t chiéc Con Rép
hién ra, thdy ching t6i 1a tau Yeerk nén c6 vé Iirng khirng.

Pang chiu! Pang chiu!

Chiéc Con Rép tanh banh thanh tirng manh va rét 1a ta xuong viing Yeerk dang can dan.

Nwéc thim nhanh qua cai 16 toang hoac. Toi khong thé thay, nhung toi biét dang lop ngop
trong dong nwéc dang ri ra can dan dy la hang trdm, hang ngan tén Yeerk. Ching t6i c6 thé sé
khong bao gi¢ biét chinh xac con sé do.

T6i khong muon biét.

<Ta ratlay lam tié€c, nhung day la mot chién thang vi dai, va tit ca la nho chau ca day, Cassie.
Khong cé chau chung ta da khong lam dwoc diéu nay. Chau vira méi 1am dwgc mot diéu bat
kh3, phi thwdng nhat va anh huing nhat tir trwéee téi gio do,> Ba Aldrea noi.

Nuwdc van tlep tuc can. Bon Yeerk c6 vat chu luynh quynh di ctru dong loai, nhung chang an
thua. Hang ngan Yeerk ndm chét do ra do, chét tlr tir vi mat nuéec, vi ngat thé va chim xuong
bun mot cach bat luc...

Bai vi toi.
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B(_)n ta mang vii khi vé cho Quafijinivon. Ta lai tao ngd chat gai Toby ctia minh.

Nhitng con Nguwoi va anh chang Andalite da lam diéu phi thwong nhung khéng hé cé nghi



thtrc an ming chién thang hay ghi cdng. Thay vao d6 1a mét sw im ldng ngdt ngat va nhitng 1oi
trao d6i bang mat.

Ta van nam quyen kiém soat co thé nay. Cassie hinh nhw dang ngt. C6 bé da kiét strc, 43 mét
va bam dap lam roi.

Ta kéo Aximili qua mét bén. “Cau da song v&i nhitng con Ngwoi nay. Hinh nhw ho cdm thay
ning né véi chién thang ctia minh.”

<bung vay, ho hoi ti€c vi da lam nhitng viéc ma ho biét ho budc phai lam. Ho nhay cdm gan
giong nhu nhitng ngwdi Andalite.>

Ta mim cwoi. “Ho lam ta nhé lai nhitng chién binh Hork-Bajir, nhitng ngwdi khong bao gio
tha thir cho minh vi tdi giét chdc.”

<Chung ta cung nhAt tri rang, tit ca cac giéng loai tién b déu cam ghét chién tranh.> Aximili
noi.

“D6 c6 thé 1a dinh nghia cua nén van minh thuc sw,’ ' ta noi. “Thé& ma, chiing ta dang c6 mat &
day dé c6 sy cho mot cudc chién khc. Ngu'crl Arn sé san sinh ra mot thé hé Hork-Bajir mé&i, va
nho c6 ching ta, ho sé duoc trang bi vii khi.”

<Toby sé& lanh dao ho,> anh chang Andalite vira n6i vira quay cap mat cuéng vé phia chit gai
cua ta.

Toby dang quay lung vé phia bon ta. C6 bé dang hi hii lam viéc voi ngwoi Arn, tranh thu hoc
hoi dng ta. Mot cap doi ki la: mot1a sinh vat cudi cung cua glong loai sang tao ra nguoi Hork-

Bajir chuyén phuc vu mot cach don gidn va u mé; va mot vi du séng cho sw thit bai cia nguwoi
Arn.

CO bé that giong Dak khi ta lIan dau tién gdp anh a ay. Trwéece khi chién tranh xay ra, trwedc khi
ta dan dat Dak phuc vu cho muc dich va y chi cta Andalite.

“Khéng,” ta bat giac noi. “Khong, ta sé khong de Toby ¢ lai ddy. Noi cua c6 be la chd c6 cha
me noé, Trai Dat. Toby la mot phan ctia Dak, Seerow va ta, cd bé sé phai s6ng sét dé lam mot cai
gi dé bén canh viéc chién dau.”

<T6i khong tin c6 bé s€ ra di mot cach tu nguyén,> Ax noi. <Toby sé& nghi rang & lai day va
lanh dao cudc khang chién chéng Yeerk cling v&i nhitng ngwdi Hork-Bajir thé hé méi 1a bon
phan ctia minh.>

“Ta cling nghl vdy, nhwng ma voi sy giup d6 cua mi, va cua Cassie, ta nghi ta co thé thuyet
phuc duoc no.” Ta giai thich cho Aximili, Cassie di nhién cling nghe dlro'c Va gi® cudi cung co
da tré vé voi vé toi 1oi, birt rirt cia minh,

<Ba biét viéc nay c6 y nghia gi,> Cassie bao.

_<bung, dung thé. Nhung cudc séng cda ta da cham dit tir 1au roi, du ta da co gid bo photlo
nd di. Nhung... Dak khong con, Seerow bé bong cua ta da chét, va ngay ca hanh tinh yéu mén vo
cung nay ciing... tit ca nhirng gi ta con lai la Toby.>

<Kho6ng, ba Aldrea a, dé6 khéng phai 1a tit ca nhirng gi con lai,> Cassie noi. <Ba khong ngan
chan duoc bon Yeerk, nhung ba da lam cham buéc tién cia chung biéu d6 cho con Nguoi cé
thdi gian. Gio' ching tdi ciing c¢é thé khong ngin chin ching dwoc nhung sé chién dau lam



ching suy yéu. Va mdt ngay nao dé, @ mét noi nao d6 ching sé bi chan dirng.>

<Va con mot diéu nira,> Cassie néi. C6 bé hwdng cap mat clia ching ta quay qua nhin Toby.
Mot nha tién tri HOFk-Ba]H‘ tré, it nhat 1a trong nhirg gidc mo cudi cung cla ta, sé dan dat dan
toc cua minh di tdi tw do.

Ta gan nhw da kiét strc. Rat khé dé ndi 1o chia ly.

<Hay dé cho tit ca troi di,> ta bao.

<P6 1a mot niém vinh du, ba Aldrea. Chau van khong biét tai sao Ixcila ctia ba lai nhap vao
chau, nhung d6 1a mot niém vinh du.>

<T6i tan bay gio chau van khong biét u? Ixcila sé bi thu hit boi mot tdm ndo gan giéng voi
tri ndo ciia n6. Va ta sé thay thich khi ngay ca cai phlen ban Ixcila m&i phoi thai va vo thirc cua
ta du xting dang dé biét rang ta rat c6 thé bi cuon hut. Sw cuén hit do la ly do dé ta niu kéo
cudc séng. Va ta can mot nguoi di manh dé duwa ta quay lai véi dinh ménh cda minh.>

Cassie khong néi thém diéu gi. Cling chang con gi dé€ néi véi nhau nita ca.

“Jake!” Cassie kéu. “Ba Aldrea dang c6 nam lay quyén diéu khién minh.”

Jake va tit ca bon ban xiim quanh, cing ngudi 1én, san sang chién diu.

Aximili chay nhanh lai dang sau Toby, rit cai dudi Andalite vao cO n6. <Hay tha ra, Aldrea. Ba
phai roi khoi co thé Cassie néu khong thi chit gai cia ba ciing sé di luén.>

Ax!” Jake hét.

“Ta sé giét mi, Andalite!” Ta gao qua miéng Cassie. “Nguwdi Arn sé cho ta mot co thé méi va
ta s€ di theo mi mai mai.”

<T6i nghi ngo diéu do, Aldrea, con gai ctia Seerow a, Toby sé di véi chung t6i lam con tin de
bao dam ba cw xr ding muc trong twong lai. Gi¢r thi hay tha ban Cassie ctia ta ra di.>

Ta danh phai lam theo. Ta dé€ Cassie lai sau, roéi bay lén khoi co thé va tri ndo cta cb bé, tré
ve cai lo.

Ta khong con lién lac dwoc nira. Khong nghe, khong thay gi nita...
Trong phut chdc ta ¢6 thé ghi nhé.

Toby sé khong mat nhiéu thoi gian dé nhan thiy minh bi Itra. Nhung sau d6 Toby va nhiing
ngudi khac sé 1én duwong tré vé Trai bat.

Y nghi cla ta, y thitc va ky (rc clia ta tat ca déu nhat nhoa di. Ta van con thiy con trai ta, van
con thay Dak.

Van con thiy...

HET TAP 34

[1] Jewel & ddy mud6n ndi t&i Jewel Kilcher (sinh ngay 23/05/1974) - ca si, nghé si, nha tho,...



nguoi My. C6 dé gianh dwoc 3 giai Grammy va da tiéu thu dwoc 27 triéu dia trén toan thé gidi,
trong do riéng & My da la khoang 20 triéu ban.

Brandy & diay mu6n noi toi Brandy Norwood (sinh ngay 11/02/1979) - 1a ca si chuyén hat
nhac R&B nghe sT, nha san xudt cac chu'o'ng trinh giai tri trén truyen hinh, san xuat phim,... C6
da glanh dchrc giai Grammy cho tac phidm “The Boy is Mine” nam 1998.

Beck & day muén néi téi Beck Hansen (sinh 08/07/1970) ca sT, nghé ST choi nhiéu nhac cy,

.. ngwoi My. Beck da gianh giai Grammy cho hang muc “bia nhac cia ndm” ndam 1996.

(2 Nguyén van: Cliffs Notes version - day 1a bd sach chi dan cho hoc sinh / sinh vién vé nhitng

bai thi trong trwong hoc.
[3] Stone Cold Steve Austin, sinh ngay 18/12/1964 tai Victoria, Texas, tén that la Steve

James Anderson Williams, la mét d6 vat c6 hang trong nganh gidi tri dau vat thé gi¢i WWE
(World Wrestling Entertalnment)
[4] Rachel dinh nhac dén phlm Looney Tunes - mot b6 phim hoat hinh nhiéu tip cta hing

Warner Bros, duoc chleu tai cac rap chiéu béng tir 1929 dén 1970. B6 phim nay ra doi trudc
phim Giai dzeu vui vé (Merrie Melodies) va 1a phim hoat hinh dau tién duoc céng chiéu ngoai
rap.

[5] PAam may c6 hinh cudn tron x€p chong x€p 1ép 1én nhau.

[6] Aunt Em - nhin vit twéng twong trong bd sach vé xir Oz - 1a di ctia Dorothy Gale va la vo

cua chd Henry. Pay 1a mét 1¢oi thoai trong phim Phu thiy xit Oz.
(7] R.L Stine - Robert Lawrence Stine - sinh 08/10/1943, 1a nha vin ngudi M§, chuyén viét

truyén gia twdng kinh di. Ong thuong dwoc goi la Stephen King cta van hoc thiéu nhi.
(8] Stephen King, sinh 21/07/1947, 1a nha vin nguwdi My thién vé thé loai kinh di hoic gia

tudng rat dwoc tan thwdng trén toan thé gidi, dac biét véi mo-tip bién d6i nhitng tinh hudong
cang thang binh thuong thanh nhitng hién twong khiép dam.
[9] Anne Rice - tén thoi con gai 1a Howard Allen 0O’ Brlen sinh ngéy 04/10/1941 la nha van

nguoi My. Ba la tac gia cua nhiing cudn sach ‘mang chu dé ton gido, vé tinh duc ban rat chay.
Sach cua ba ban duoc gan 100 triéu ban. Rat nhiéu cudén da duoc dung thanh phim, véi su
tham gia cia nhiéu dién vién noi tiéng.

[10] Xem tap 32 - Phéan than.

[11] “New Deal” 1a tén mot chwong trinh nham cung ¢ng cttu tro cho ngudi that nghiép, phuc
hoi kinh té€, va cai cach hé thong kinh té. Roosevelt da thiét 1ap ra chwong trinh nay trong giai

doan Pai Suy thoai cua nhlrng nam 30 thé ky XX.
[12] Anasazi 13 tén cdla mdt nén van minh va vin hoéa cla nguoi da dé chau My thoi tir nam

1200 I'E/}‘u'o'c Cong nguyén kéo dai cho dé€n ndm 1300 sau Cong nguyén, nam & phia tdy nam
nwéc

[13] Tﬁang diém ctia m6n béng ré.

[14] George Walton Lucas Jr., sinh ngay 14/05/1944 la nha san xuit phim, ngwoi viét kich
ban phim, trng dwgc dé ci giai thwong cua Vién Han Lam. Ong 1a sang lap vién, la chu tich
hang phim Lucasfilm. Ong ndi tiéng véi vai trod sang tao ra loat phim vién tuong Chién tranh
%m’a cdc vi sao va 1a dong sang tao nhan vat Indiana Jones - nha khao ¢ hoc mé phiéu Iuu mao

iem.
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