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Gicdi thiéu

Mark Anderson, mot tay ngwoi Anh giau co, thich huong thu va co kh4u hiéu séng la: “Mark da
muon thi sé cé duoc!” 04i oam thay, ga da lai di phai long quy c6 Summers da cé chong va
song tan Tay Ban Nha. Quy cb da cu tuyét ga. Om ndi uat trc trong long, ga thué sat thu ban

chét lao chong ctia c6 ta. Mudn 1a duoc, thi anh chdng x4u s6 no ciing chau trod, nhung ga Mark
dugc con nhiéu hon cai han mudn...

Tén Murphy bay cach an cuép mot xe cho rwgu. Sau bao kho nhoc no ciing da bat dworc chiéc
xe tai, chi ngat noi thang tai x& ctt mot muc bao xe né chi ché phan théi, cha 6 rwou riéc chi
ca. Roi thi canh sat ap vao xét xe tai, moi phat hién ra trong cac bao tai chinh 1a ... Ga Murphy
ngam cam on bon com.

Quy 6ng Hanson qua do1i dé lai gia tai kéch xu cho ba ngwoi ho hang con lai ma ong ghet cay
ghét dang. Ong mudn hanh ha ho mot phen ma khong cho ho mot xu. Va 6ng cling chang muén
chi 65%, thué thira ke cho chinh quyén. Ong muén lam mét diéu gi y nghia cho nhitng dira tré
mo cdi. Ong mudn c6 mdt tang ma thiét déc ddo. Va dng nghi ra mot cach...

Thiam phan Comyn tinh co bi cuén vao mot van bai cia mot tay nhé thé va mét dirc Cha. Pirc
Cha thi nao choi bai duoc, thé 1a ho bay ra tro danh bai an que diém. Riét ciing chan, ho quy
diém ra tién va thim phan Comyn bao néu Cha thang thi c 14y tién lam tir thién con néu Cha
thua thi khong doi Cha tra tién la duorc. birc Cha thing to. Comyn thiy ching c6 gi lin tin. Ay 1a
cho dén mot ngay tén nho tho ay bi nguwdi ta kién bac bip...

Muén la dwoc om bdn truyén ngan, tiét tdu nhanh, that md& nut bat ngo va day chat chAm
biém mia mai cua Frederick Forsyth s& dan ban tir bAt ngd nay dén bat ngd khac.
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Loi gioi thieu
Béi cdnh ctia cdc cdu chuyén trong cuén sdch nay duoc xdy dung & cdc thanh phd va cdc qudc
gia khdc nhau. Mudn La Pwoc la mét cdu chuyén xdy ra tai thanh phé Ludn Dén va cd thanh

phd Alicante, mgt ving duyén hdi thuoc dat nuoc Tdy Ban Nha. Trong khi d6, X6i Hong Bong
Khong... va Phan Xir Cong Bang lai c6 b6i cdnh & mién nam Ireland.

Hon ddo Ireland ndm vé phia tdy vuong qudc Anh va dwoc chia thanh hai phan O’phla nam hon
ddo la nwoc cdng hoa Ireland, con goi la Eire. Trong lich stk, dd c6 lic Eire chi la mot bd phdn ndm
trong vwrong quoc Anh. Gio da Eire la mot quéc gia déc Iap c6 thii dé la thanh phdé Dublin. O’phla
bdc hon ddo la ddt nudc Bdc Azlen [Northern Ireland), thworng duoc goi la Ulster. Ulster la mot bo
phdn ndm trong vwron quoc Anh, thii dé6 ctia Ulster la thanh phé Belfast. Cuoc chién & Bdc Ailen
tirng kéo dai trong nhiéu nam troi nhdm thuc hién bdng duwoc nguyén vong tdch roi Bdc Ailen ra
khoivwong quéc Anh.

Ngay ngay déu cé pha qua lai trén viing bién nam gitra ddt nuoc Ireland, Anh va chdu Au. Ngoai
viéc vdn chuyén khdch, nhitng chiéc pha nday con chuyén ché cd cdc xe tdi mang hang héa ra vao
ddt nwéc Ireland,

Mot Sap Xep Hoan Hao la cdu chuyén vé mdt nha triéu pht tén la Timothy Hanson. Nha triéu
pht nay s¢ hitu mét can ho riéng & West End ofLondon (khu Tdy Ludn bon) va mot cao dc vdn
phong réng lon & ngay Clty of London (Trung tam tai chinh va thwong mai cia thanh phé Ludn
Don, la phdn c6 ' kinh nhdt thudc thanh pho Ludn bon). Ong Timothy Hanson danh phdn Ién thoi
gian ctia minh dé song tai mot trang vién réng lom ¢ hat Kent, thugc vung dong nam nuoc Anh.
Ong ta thwong ngoi xe hoi di vé trang vién & hat Kent nay va ct moi ldn di vé nhw vdy ong lai di
qua khu Péng Ludn Pén (East End of London), chinh la viing ddn cw nghéo khé ctia thanh phé
Ludn Don.

Hy vong rdng tdp truyén ngan ndy cta tdc gid Frederick Forsyth sé mang lai cho ban doc nhiing
gidy phut thu vi véi nhitng két cuc truyén ddy bdt ngo va éo le dén hai hwor.




MUON LA PU’Q'C[1]

Mark Sanderson la nguoi biét tin hwong nhiing thi vui cua cudc doi. Anh thich dugc phu nit
vay quanh, an m6n ngon vat la va udng rwou sim banh. biéu quan trong la anh ludn cé tién
trong tay dé mua ngay nhitng gi minh thich, b&i anh chinh 1a mdt nha triéu phu.

Mark Sanderson da phat Ién nhanh chong nho vao cong viéc kinh doanh bat dong san & Luan
bon. Gior ddy anh dang ¢ vao tudi ba mwoi chin, tién mudn bac khéi, tiéng tdm 13y lirng nhung
lai cAm thay budn té!

Hinh chup cua anh thuong xuat hién trén bao chi, bén canh cac minh tinh man bac va cac nit
dién vién ndi tiéng. Anh yéu thich phu nit nhung chwa hé dem long yéu thuong thuc sw mot
ngwoi nao. Thuce ra, anh cho rang sé khong bao gi¢r gip dwoc ngwdi phu nit ma minh mudn
cudilam vo.

Khi da phat 1én, anh bén tiu cho minh mét trang vién bé thé & mién qué, mot ngdi nha & Phap,
mot xe hoi thé thao, mét chiéc Rolls Royce va mot du thuyen No6i chung, 1a anh c6 thé mua
duoc bat ctr thit gi minh muén va di tirng cao giong tuyén bo: “Mark da muodn thi sé dwogc!”

Anh da tiép xuc voi nhiéu phu nit, nhung chwa bao gi¢r anh giap dwoc ngwoi phu nit ma minh
hang mong moi.

R6i bat ngo mot dém kia, anh da gap nang.

Hom dy, anh dén duw mot bita tiéc chiéu dai té twu nhiéu nhan vat hodc giau c6, hodc tiéng tam,
hodc nhan sic xinh twoi ma Mark Sanderson von khong xa la 8L Nhuwng bén canh nhwng guong
mat quen thudc dén nham chan ay, xuat hién mot phu n&r ma anh chua ting gdp. Nang chung
ba muoi tudi, nguoi cao dong dong va day vé thu hut; nang mic mot chiéc dam trang kiéu don
gian, mai toc mau nau dwoc cot gon lai & sau 83y, khong deo nir trang va ciing khong trang
diém. Ngay khi Mark Sanderson trong thay nang, anh da nay sinh ngay wéc mudn cé dwoc
nang, mot wéc muon manh liét hon bat ky diéu gi khac trén doi!

Anh tién vé phia nang va cat tiéng hoi chuyén: “C6 thay bira tiéc c6 vui khong?”

Nang mim mot nu cuoi véi anh roi dap: “Toi khong thich 1am. Chi dén du tiéc theo 1o1 moi tir
mot ngwdi ban hoc nén tdi khong quen biét ai ca.”

Mark Sanderson vira mim cu0i to ra thong cam, vira nhin sau vao doi mat den lay cla nang.
Anh hiéu ngay rang nang chinh la nguoi phu nir anh hang mong doi, mot tuyp phu nir ma anh
cl ngd la su6t doi nay minh khong bao gi¢ gap duoc. Nhung roi cling ngay luc ay, dap vao mat
anh la chiéc nhan cwdi dang 14p lanh trén ngon tay nang.

“Tai sao trwdc day toi chwa bao gior gap c6 nhi?”, anh hdéi.

Nang c&i m& ké cho anh biét 1a nang von sinh sdng & Tay Ban Nha, chi dén choi Anh quédc ¢
mot tuin, chong lam nghé viét sach, ban thin la gido vién ti€ng Anh, tén goi 1a Angela
Summers.

Khi tiéc tan, Mark Sanderson ngé y m&i nang hom sau cung di an toi.

Nang tra 1oi sau khi suy nghi mét lac: “Vang, toi nghi la dwoc day.”

T6i hém sau anh lai xe dén dén nang. Nang nhanh nhen budc dén ch1ec xe trong mot chiéc

dam dai kiéu cii. Sau khi da yén vi, ho Iai xe téi mot nha hang va dung bita & do. Trong sudt bita
an hém 4y, nang da béc 10 phong cach tro chuyén théng minh va quan tam ling nghe Mark.

Thé la Mark ngay cang say swa noi nhleu hon vé ban than. Cang luc, Mark cang yéu thich nang
hon va cang mudn ké cho nang nghe ca vé nhitng diéu ma ngay thwong Mark khéng hay noéi
dén.

Khi nha hang d3 dén gio dong ctra, hai ngwoi van con mai mé tham thi tro chuyén. Mark danh



bao md&i nang cung vé can ho riéng cia anh, nhwng nang da tir ch6i mot cach lich sw ma cuwong
quyét.

Mark Sanderson biét minh dang yéu. Anh khong ban tam dén chuyén gi va bat ky nguoi nao
ngoai nang Angela Summers. Anh bat dau gri qua tang va goi dién thoai cho nang. Anh muon
duoc lién tuc gdp g& nang trudc khi nang 1én duong tro ve Tay Ban Nha. Anh muén dan nang
dén thim ngdi nha nghi mat cia minh ¢ thén qué, anh muon moi nang dao choi trén chiéc du
thuyen va di d6 day trén nhirng chiéc xe hoi sang trong cua minh. Va hon thé nita, anh muén
lam tat ca dé gitt nang & lai bén anh, vi “Mark da mudn la phai dwoc!”.

Vao budi t6i hom cudi cing ho di choi véi nhau, Mark tho 16 véi Angela la anh muon nang & lai
Anh quéc véi minh. “Em hay ly di chong roi két hon véi anh,” Mark yéu cau.

Mark mudn ké cho nang nahe ¢a vé nhing diéu
ma ngay thudng Mark khéng hay néi dér.

Nang nhin anh do xét va nhan ra ngay la anh dang néi chuyén nghiém tdc. Nang bén lic dau roi
dap: “Em khong thé ly di chdng dwoc dau.”

“Anh yéu em,” Mark tha thi€t boc 16 tinh cdm, “va anh sé lam bat cit diéu gi vi em.”

“Day 1a 10i tai em,” nang phan bua. * ‘Dung ra em nén ngung khong gap gé anh sém ho'n nira.
Nhuwng anh phai hiéu 1a em khong bao gi¢r cé thé roi bé chong minh. Anh ay can c6 em.

“Nhung chang 1&8 em khong hé yéu anh mot ti ndo sao?”
“Em cling khong biét nira,” nang tir ton dap.
“Anh muén c6 em!”, Mark thét 1én véi vé manh liét.

“Dung la anh muon c6 em,” nang kién quyét, “nhwng anh khong can em. Anh khéng cdn em nhw
chéng em cian em.”

“Nhw vy 1a cic nguoi, em va chdng em sé sdng bén nhau?”, Mark gan giong vé tirc gian.

“Vang, trong suot phan doi con lai,” nang nhé nhe dap. Thé réi, nang dit khoat dirng 1én, vut
hon Mark mot cai that nhanh va bé di.



Mark Sanderson chi con lai c6 mét minh, long ngon ngang voi mot tinh yéu say dam, gio da tro
thanh mot noi Am anh cudng si. Anh 14m bam: “Mark da mudn la phai dwoc. Mai mai la nhw
vay.”

kkok

Mark Sanderson dd tam niém la anh mudn va sé phai 1y bang dwoc nang Angela Summers,
nguoi phu ntr khac biét han v6i nhitng phu nit khac. Trong khi cdc c6 cac ba khac chi cham
chdam dom ngé tién bac cta chang triéu phu Mark Sanderson, thi nang Angela Summers lai
khong mang dén né. Pa vay thi Mark quyét dinh phai dung tién theo mét cach khac dé chiém
dwoc nang.

Anh thong bao cho cac nhan vién quan ly kinh doanh lam viéc dudi quyen la anh sé nghl ngoi
mot thoi gian ¢ nha va htra hang ngay sé chu dong goi dién thoai. Roi anh di thué mot cin hd
nhé nam giita thanh phé Ludn Pon, tra truéc tién thué hai thang va diang ky dwédi cai tén
‘Michael Johnson'.

Chinh ¢ can h6 nho nay, anh da lan luot thue hién tirng budc ké hoach chiém hitu nang Angela
Summers. Anh d3 co cai tén moi la Michael ]ohnson Bay gio anh can c6 mot guong mat moi vi
guwong mdt ct da noi danh, can phai dwoc bién doi di mot chut. Anh bén tim dén mot tiém lam
téc nho, bao tho cdt toc minh cho ngan lén ro6i nhudém thanh mau vang.

Cai anh can tiép theo la toan bd thong tin ve nang Angela Summers va nguoi chong yéu quy
clia nang. Anh beén thué tham ti tim noi cw ngu cua doi vg chéng & Tay Ban Nha. Cling trong
thoi gian ndy, anh tim dwoc tén tudi mot linh danh thué di tung hoanh nhiéu nidm & chau Phi
va Trung Dong. Anh kham pha ra la ga linh danh thué nay hién dang 14n quat dau dé trong
thanh phé Luin Don.

Tay tham tir da thu thap day du | thong tin Vvé nang Angela Summers va chong nang, | ké ca hinh
anh vé ho nitra. P6i vo chong nay dang song trong mot biét thy & Costa Blanca, nam gan thi
trdn Ondara, gitta thanh phd Alicante va thanh phé Valencia. Vao budi sang, nang Angela
Summers di day tiéng Anh. Moi budi chiéu, trong khoang tu ba gio dén bon gio, nang ra bai
blen con nguoi chong thi & lai biét thuy, ban ron véi cong viéc viét sach vé cac giong chim &
mién nam Tay Ban Nha.

Mark Sanderson lam chu nhleu cong ty, trong s6 d6 c6 mot congty s xuat ban da phat hanh mot
quyen sach vé linh danh thué & chau Phi. Mark dén gdp tac gid quyén sach nay, mang theo tén
cua nguwoi linh danh thué & Luan P6n ma anh dang muon tim.

Tay tac gia song trong mot can hd ré tién va thwong xuyén say xin. Mark Sanderson tw gioi
thiéu: “Tén tbi la Michael Johnson, lam viéc cho nha xut ban da tirng in sach ctia 6ng. T6i thich
sach ctia 6ng 1am.”

“Quyén sach dé ban dau cé chay lam,” tay tac gia dap.

“Pung la vdy...”, Sanderson dong y, “nhung ching t6i dang nghi dén viéc xuat ban cau chuyén
vé mot nhan Vat khac ma 6ng cung biét. Chiing t6i sé tra 6ng 100 dong bang Anh néu dng cho
chung t6i biét chd tim ra ngudi d6.”

Guwong mat tay tic gid sang birng 1én khi nghe dén tién bac. “Cac 6ng mudén tim ai?”

“Mot ngwoi mang ho Hughes.”

“Tén can ba d6 w! Han ta ma viét sdch w?”, tay tac gia th6t 1én.

“Toi c6 thé tim han ta & dau?”, Sanderson vira hoi vira moc tui 1dy ra mwoi to mwdi bang Anh.

Tay tac gia nhan tién roi viét mot cai tén 1én mot manh gidy. “Han ta thwong uéng ruwou & do,”
6ng ta ndi gon 1én.

Sanderson ra vé. Trén manh gidy 1a tén cia mot quan bar nam trong hat Earls.
T6i hom do, Sanderson dén ngobi trong quan ba hat Earls su6t nam tiéng déng ho lién. Trong



tay anh khong c6 hinh anh gi vé ga dan 6 6ng ma anh dang tim kiém, chi dwa vao 1&i mo6 ta rang
do la mot ga cao, khoe, vai rong, mat sang va c6 mot vét seo hin sau trén cim. Vay ma
Sanderson da nhan ra ga dan 6ng ngay khi ga vira budc vao.

Ga dan ong tién lai quay bar va dirng d6 cham rai nhap hét mot ly bia. Khi ga bé di, Sanderson
lién bdm theo ga. Thi ra, ga di bd dén khu ho chung cu lan can, 1y chia khoa ra tra vao canh ctra
s8 2, roi bién vao bén trong; lién sau d6 c6 mot ngon dén sang lén trong cin ho.

Mudi phut sau Sanderson méi dén gé cira. Anh sang trong cdn ho vut tat truwdc khi cadnh cira
dwoc cham cham hé ra khién Sanderson khéng thé trong thay dwoc gi bén trong.

“Anh 1a Hughes phai khéng?” Sanderson hai.
“Ai can gap 6ng ay?”, mot giong n6i phat ra tir trong bong toi.
“Tén toi la Johnson, Michael Johnson,” Sanderson dap.
“Ai chi 6ng dén day?”
Khi Sanderson néi ra tén cua tay tac gia thi canh ctra mé&i dwoc mé rong.
“Moi vao.”
Sanderson budc vao trong can phong toi. Hughes dong ctra roi bat sang ngon den. Trong can

ho khong cé nhiéu vat dung. Hughes chi tay vao mot chiéc ghé nhé va Sanderson ngdi xudng
do.

“T6i c6 moOt viéc cdn lam,” Sanderson vao dé ngay. “T6i mu6én mdt ngudi dan 6ng phai chét.”
Hughes nhin Sanderson trung tring r01 bwéc dén bén mot may phat thanh dang choi nhac diu

dit. Ga vin cho volume cuc 1én, réi mé& mot ngin kéo lan lwot 16i ra gidy, but chi va mot khau
sung.

Sanderson mudn xiu khi thay miii sung chia vé phia minh. Hughes viét mot vai chit Ién trén to
gidy roi ddy to gidy truot trén mit ban “COTDO RA”.

That tlr t6n, Sanderson ding lén cdi cai 4o khoac ngoai. Hughes dén ldy va cho mét tay vao luc
nhanh céc tti ao, tay kia van cam sung chia vé phia Sanderson. Sau d6, Sanderson tiép tuc c&i
bo phan 4o quin con lai dwéi sw theo doi cia Hughes.

“Duoc 71‘01, mac vao di,” Hughes ra 1énh. R6i han ta van cho volume may phét thanh nho lai va
cat khau sung di.

“Anh nghi la t6i mang theo sing ha?” Sanderson héi.

“Khoéng,” Hughes dap. “Toi mudn biét o ong c6 dem theo micro hay may ghi am khong. Ngay tw
dau t6i da biét 1a 6ng khong mang sdng.

“Nao, quay tré lai vu ndy,” Sanderson tiép tuc cau chuyén. “Tdi sdn sang thanh toan hiu hi.”
“Gia nao ctia 6ng cling khong thé goi la hiu hi véi toi dau,” Hughes noi.



Sardersen mudn xiu khi thdy miii sung chia vé phia minh.

“T6i khong can anh lam viéc nay,” Sanderson tra loi. “Toi mudn tim mot tay danh thué ngoai
qudc dé thwe hién vu nay & mot xi khac. Hay gidi thiéu cho toi tén cia mot ngwoi nhw vy,

Sanderson lay ra nam muoi to glay bac hai mwoi bang Anh mé&i cau va dat chung 1én ban. “T6i
s& tiép tuc dua thém chirng nay tién nita khi anh cho t6i mot cai tén dé lién hé.”

Hughes cam lay tién. “T6i cAn mot tuan,” gd hen. “Bung vao toi nay cda tuan sau, ong hay cho
toi & quan bar dém nay. Hay toi do lic muwoi gior t6i. Toi sé dién thoai cho 6ngva cung cap mot
cai tén. Ong hay gtti s6 tién con lai d&n phong thw luvu Hargreaves & bwu dién hat Earls.”

Mot tudn sau, Sanderson lai dén quan bar ¢ hat Earls. Dién thoai reng Ién vao lic mwoi gior
ding. P6 1a ct dién thoai danh cho ‘Ngai Johnson’ do Hughes goi dén.

Hughes néi nhanh: “Cé mét quan ca phé trén duwong Miollin ¢ Paris. Ong hdy dén d6 vao gitta
trua ngay thir hai tufn téi. Hay doc to Le Figaro va nhé dem theo ndm nghin bang Anh bang
tién mat.”

Vao ngay thi hai ctia tudn ké t1ep, Sanderson dén ngoi doc to Le Figaro trong quan ca phé nam
trén duwong Miollin. Vao lic muoi hai gio nam phat, mot ga dan 6ng tir quay bar dung 1én, dén
ngoi cung ban voi anh ¢ phia doi dién. Ga nay 1a mot dan dao Corsica da sam. Ga xung tén la
Calvi va Sanderson giéi thiéu tén minh 13 Johnson.

Ho tro chuyén trong Vong hai muo1i phut RoOi Sanderson dat mot tdm hinh 1én trén to& bao.

Da 1a hinh cua nguwoi do,” anh giai thich. “bia chi ghi ¢ sau lung tAm hinh. P6 1a mot biét thy
yén t1nh bén bo bién. Va viéc nay phai duoc thuc hién trong khodang thoi gian tir ba dén bon
gir chiéu clia ngay thudng, vi vao quang thoi gian d6 ngwdi nay ludén & mot minh con nhitng
ngudi khac thi dang nghi ngoi. Hi€u khong?”

“Hiéu,” gd nguoi dao Cortisca dap. Ga cim ldy tdm anh va lat 1én xem. O’ ding sau tdm anh cé
ghi: Pai ta Archie Summers, Biét thu San Crispin, Playa Caldera, Ondara, thanh phég Alicante.

Sanderson diay nim khdéi tién g1ay qua ban, moi khoi 1a ndm tram bang Anh bang tién glay nam
muwoi bang. Calvi nhanh chéng goéi tién lai bang to Le Figaro. “Toi sé thanh toan thém bang so



nay khi anh thirc hién xong nhiém vuy,” Sanderson hira hen thém. Anh viét mot con sd 1én mot
mau glay “Pay 1a mot s6 phon tai Paris. Hay goi tdi ngay khi anh thuc hién xong nhiém vu.
Phai mat bao lau?”

“Cho t6i hai tuan 1€,” Calvi néi.

“Rat tot,” Sanderson ndi. "Va tat nhién la khong dwoc dé xay ra sai sét, cang khéng dwgc dé xay
ra hau qua gi lién quan dén t6i.”

“Tat nhién ro6i,” Calvi hira, “sé khéng c6 1¢i phan nan nao ca.”

Buwdc chan ra khoi quan ca phé, Calvi ngoai nhin dang sau dé kiém tra xem c6 bi bAm dudi
khéng. ROi gd bat dau suy tinh vé nhiém vu. Gi c¢6 nén dén Tay Ban Nha rdéi méi mua suing
khong? Hay 1a gd nén mang theo san mot khau bén minh? Khi da tinh toan xong, ga tim dén
hang hang khong Iberia va van phong hang du lich Tay Ban Nha. Trén dudng vé nha, gi ghé
mua mot quyén sach va vai vat dung van phong pham.

T6i hom doé, ga goi dién cho khach san Metropol ¢ thanh pho Valencia va dat mot dém cho hai
phong don. Ga dung tén ‘Calvi’ va mot tén khac dwa theo mot ho chiéu gia. Ga cling bao sé& giti
mot 14 thw dén khach san dé xac nhan yéu cau dit phong ctia minh.

Trong la thw xdc nhan do ga VIet bdng tay trdi, con cé thém mot ghi chu khdc nita: “... Toi cing da
ddt mua mot quyen sdch lich str Tdy Ban Nha. Vui long gitt quyén sdch dy gium toi cho t6i khi toi
dén noi. Ngai Calvi.”

D6 chinh la quyén sadch ma Calvi vira mua chiéu hdm no, day cép va ning chich, bén trong toan
la hinh mau.

Ga m& quyén sach ra dat trén chlec ban in va bat dau lam viéc véi mot con dao bén va mot cay
thuwéc ke. Ga khoét bo phan gitta clia moi trang sach, chi dé lai phan le xung quanh moi bé rong
ba centimét. Sau mot gio dong ho, bén trong quyén sach tré nén giong nhu mot cai hop chu vi

20 x 15 x 7 centimet. Ga can than dit vao trong hop nay mot khau sing luc tw dong hiéu
Browning va mot bdé phan giam thanh.

Ga dong quyen sach lai va dat n6 vao mot phong bi nhua trong. T1ep theo, ga dat tat cd vao bén
trong mot phong bi lén mau nau c6 dém lot. Roi ga viét dia chi & dang trwdc phong bi:

Ngai Calvi,

Théong qua khdch san Metropol,
Thanh phdé Valencia,

Tay Ban Nha



Sau mét gicr ding hf);, bén trong quyén séch tro nén giéng nhu mat cai hdp
chu vi 20 x 15 x 7cm.
Muwoi ngay sau, ga bay dén thanh phd Valencia. Khi dén khach san Metropol, ga 1ay ho chiéu gia
ra str dung.

“Rattiécla ngal Calvi khong thé thuc hién chuyen di cung voi t61,” ga noi voi nhan vién tlep tan
khach san, “nhung t6i sé thanh toan tién phong cia ong ta va sé nhan sach gium Ong ta.”

“Vang, thwa ngai,” nhan vién ti€p tan vira no6i vira 1y ra géi buwu phim dwoc giti dén cho nguoi
nhan la Ngai Calvi.

Trong phong riéng, Calvi ngam nghia kh4u sting. Thé 1a moi thir da san sang.

Sang hom sau, Calvi don khoi khach san. Gd ra san bay va tai xac nhan chuyén bay sé khéi hanh
dén Paris vao t6i hom do6. Roi ga di t&i bai diu xe va cho doi.

Gadey y tim ki€ém cac thuwong nhan hay tu lai xe dén day dé dap chuyén bay di Madrid. C6 mot
s& ngwoi da 1ai xe vao bai, trén minh 1a by d6 vest chinh ché. Ho ddu xe ¢ bdi va di bg vao san
bay tay xach cap tap. Calvi theo chan mot trong nhitng ngwdi ndy di vao san bay.

Cho cho 6ng ta lam xong thu tuc tai ban khoi hanh cua chuyé’n bay di Madrid, Calvi moi quay
lai bai dau xe. G3 1a mot tén trom xe chuyén nghiép nén chang bao lau da yén vi trong xe cua
thwong nhan no va lai xe ra phd thing tién vé thanh phé Alicante.

Calvi bat dau 1ai xe hwéng vé thi tran Ondara cach san bay hai gio d6ng h6 va dén noi vao giira
trua. Ga hoéi tham dwong dén Playa Caldera thi dwoc biét 1a phai 14i ra khéi thi trAn khoang ba
cay s6 nita. Roi gi 14i xe ra bai bién va tim thay biét thw San Crispin.

Bai bién vang vé. Ga nhin thay c6 mot 16i vao dang sau ngbi biét thw khuat dwdi nhiing tang
cay cam. Qua vuon cam, ga nhin thay mot ngwoi dan ong dang tudi cay trong vuon. bung la
nguwdi ga can phai két lidu. Duy c6 diéu la Calvi d3 d&n sém.

Thé 1a Calvi lai xe quay tro vé thi trdn Ondara dé an trwa. Thoi tiét dang rat oi birc. GA mirng r&
khi thdy mot ddm may den bat dau che phii mit trov.

Ngay sau khi ddng ho chi ba gio, ga quay trd lai bai bién. Vu nay dé dang hon 1a hdn twdng.



Ngay ca thoi tiét cling glup han. Nhitng dam mady den da che phu khap bau troi va dau doé vang
1én nhiing tiéng sdm rén. Ro6i mua bat diu roi ning hat khi ga dang do dim budc xuyén qua
nhitng cdy cam dé tién dan t&i dang sau ngoi biét thll’ Trong tinh hinh thoi tiét thé nay, sé
khong mot ai nghe thiy gi ngoai tiéng mwa va tiéng sam.

Am thanh loc soc ctia mdt may danh chir dang phat ra tr mot khung ctra s6 dé mo. Vira trong
thay ngudi dan dng trong tdm h1nh Calvi lién rut sung ra. Khi 6ng ta ngudc 1én nhin thi cling la
lc Calvi chi con cach dng ta c6 mot thwdce. Calvi no stiing, hai phat vao nguc va mot phat vao
dau nguoi dan 6ng dy. Cong viéc da dwoc thuc hién hoan hao. Ga kiém tra cai xac dé chic chan
la ngwoi dan 6ng da chét. Chot Calvi nghe thiy cé tiéng dong, han bén liéc that nhanh nhin vao
ctra phong khach.
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Trong quan ca phé nam trén dwcrng Miollin & Paris, Sanderson dang thanh toan thém hai nghin
nim tram bang Anh cho Calvi. “On ch®?” anh hoi tay ban sung dao Corsica. “Khong ai trong
thay anh ch?”

“Khoéng,” Calvi noi, “kh6ng c6 nhan chirng. bung ra thi ciing c6 ngwoi budc vao khi toi dang
kiém tra cai xac.”

“Ai thé?”, Sanderson m& to mat hoi trong sw kinh hii.
“Mt phu nit.”

“Dung 1a c6 mot phu nit bwde vao, trong cling dé coi ldm,” Calvi tiép tuc noi, trong lic nét kinh
hai dang hién ro trén guwong mat Sanderson. ’ Nhu*ng xin 6ng dirng lo lang. S& khong c6 16i thoi
gl dau vi toi da ban ngudi dan ba dé chét twoi.”



XOI HONG BONG KHONG]2]

Chiéc pha dén twr cang Havre nuwéc Phap dang tién vao cang Rosslare cia nwéc Cong hoa
Ireland. Trén pha day ap nguwoi va xe hoti, c6 ca nhirng xe tai chat day hang hoa.

2

Liam Clarke la mot tai xé xe tai. Anh da lén hang ¢ Bi va bay gi¢ dang trén duong vé nha &
thanh phd Dublin vé&i hy vong sé vé dén noi trwede khi troi toi.

Khi chiéc pha da cap bén thi cac khoang chira hang dugc mo ra. Liam treo vao chiéc xe tai
Volvo son mau xanh la cdy pha soc trang ctia minh, noé may xe roi 1ai 1én cau pha. Cé nhiéu
tiéng 6n nén anh khong nghe thay tiéng gay sic gon phat ra ti bén dudi xe tai.

Anh lai doc theo cau pha toi tram hai quan thi tat may cho. Mot nhan vién hai quan dén kiém
tra glay to nhap khau cta anh. Nhan vién hdi quan nay chi vao phia dwéi chiéc xe tai va haéi:
“Cai gi kia?”

Liam treo xudng xe ta1 va cui nhin bén dwoi xe. Anh ta phat hién dau den ddc quanh dang tir
trong may nhéu ra rong rong. Pa c6 dén ntra lit dau loang trén dat va dau van con tiép tuc
nheéeu.

“Chiéc xe tai ciia anh sé khong di xa dwgc dau,” nhan vién hai quan khuyén. “Anh phai dé n6 &
day va kéu tho may dén stra thoi.”

Nhan vién s quan quay sang kiém soat nhirng chiéc xe tai khac. Liam t&i tram dién thoai gan
nhat va goi vé cho chii & thanh phd Dublin. Anh bao cho chii biét 1a chiéc xe tai da bi hdng may.

“May phal o lai Rosslare tdi nay thoéi,” ngwdi chi quyét dinh. “Cho dén sdng mai, tao sé gui tho
may va do phu tung téi.”

Vay la Liam Clarke danh phal gu'l lai chlec Volvo mau xanh trang ctia minh & tram hai quan roi
tim mot nha tro loai vira c6 giwong ngu vira c6 bira sang dé qua dém. Sang hom sau, anh ta
quay tré lai cang ngoi doi. Mai téi giita trra tho may méi dén noi.

“Mat bao lau thi md&i stvra xong?”, Liam hdi.
“Hai ba tiéng la xong,” tay tho may tra 1oi. “Anh sé vé dén nha truwdc khi troi t6i.”

Nguoi tho may bat dau lam viéc. Khi chuyen pha chiéu tir Phap tién vao hai cang Rosslare thi
ngudi tho may ciing dang hoan tat cong viéc stra chita.
X%k

Cao cao trén ngon doi nam bén trén cang Rosslare, c6 hai ngwoi dan 6ng dang theo doi chuyén
pha chiéu tir tir tién vao cang.

“Chiéc pha da dén roi, ding gio 13dm,” Murphy thong bao VO’l Brendan. “Hay tim chiéc xe tai son
mau xanh la cay pha soc trang dang tir dwéi pha 1én bo y.”



“Chice pha di dén réi, ding gic Iim," Murphy théng bdo véi Brendan.

Brendan cham chu nhin xuyén qua mot cai ong nhom. Chiéc xe tai dau tién tach khéi pha c6
mau ndu va mang bién s6 ctia Phap. Chiéc tai thir hai son mau xanh 14 ciy pha soc tring mang
chir TARA trén than chiéc r&' mooc.

“Né kia! Bing chiéc dé roi!”, Brendan reo 1én, “Tui minh c6 di lién khong?”

“Khong cd gi phai v6i,” Murphy can lai. “Trwéc tién, hdy doi cho chiéc xe dé qua khéi hai quan
da. Tui minh can tui hai quan kiém tra ddng 1a trén do c6 chin nghin chai reou manh brandy
Phap thuong hang khong, phai khéng nao?”

“Nhiéu rwou manh thiét ha,” Brendan noéi.
“Nhiéu tién thi c6,” Murphy dinh chinh. “Tui minh s& ban di d€ 14y tién ch u6ng iéc cai ndi gi!”

Chiéc xe tai son xanh 13 cdy pha soc trang chay vao tram hai quan va dung lai bén canh chiéc
xe tai cua Liam. Ca hai chiéc déu cung mau va déu mang tén cong ty TARA trén chiéc ro mooc.

Tai x€ chiéc xe tai thir nhi dwa diu ra khoi clra s6 va néi véi Liam Clarke. “P3 xay ra cai quai
quy gi vé&i cau ha Liam?”

“Xe tao bi pan,” Liam néi, “nhuwng gi¢ da stra xong roi.” Liam quay sang hoi nhan vién hai quan.
“T6i di dwoc chwa?”

“Dworc roi, di dwoc roi,” nhan vién hai quan noi.

Liam l4i chiéc tai nang chich bo ra khéi cang va di vé huéng bac doc theo con 16 din vé thanh

phd Dublin. Anh khong dé y 1a c6 mot chiéc Ford Granada dang bam sau anh ché theo hai tén
Murphy va Brendan.

“Thang nay qua khoi tram hai quan nhanh thiét,” Brendan khodi chi.
“Pung la nhanh thiét,” Murphy hwédng trng. “May dirng lai & tram dién thoai ké ti€p cho tao.”

Ching dirng lai dé ‘Murphy goi dién thoai. ’ ‘Chiéc tai dang trén duong dén,” Murphy thong bao
trong dién thoai véi hai dita con lai trong bing. “Tui bay phai sin sang di la vira.”



Chiéc Granada mau den theo dudi chlec tai cia Liam dwoc vai ciy so dwong thi ré quat vao
mot dwong dit nho. O day, Murphy va Brendan nhanh chéng khoac 1én nguoi bo dong Jphuc
quan canh. Réi ching dan hai dai plastic mau den lén hai bén hong chiéc xe hoi, trén moi dai
plastic c6 in chit GARDA mau trang. Chiéc Ford Granada den bay gi¢ trong gidng hét nhu mot
Xe quan canh.

Murphy va Brendan tang 1 toc ruwgt cho kip chiéc tdi mau xanh pha soc trang. Ching li theo sau
chiéc tai thém vai cay sé nita, chd doi dén diing thoi diém. Ching bao lau ching trong thay
mot bién giao thong mang dong chit “BAI DAU XE CACH 1KM”.

“Dén gior r6i!” Murphy néi. Chiéc xe hoi bén phéng nhanh hon va vieot qua chiéc xe tai.

Liam Clarke nhin sang chi€c quin canh dang vwot qua minh thi thay co mOt ngudi mac quan
phuc canh sat vdy tay bao anh dung lai. Bung lic 4 ay, anh ciing vira trong thay bién giao thong
trén duong. Thé [a anh danh gidm tdéc do, dwa xe vao bai diu va ngirng may.

“Anh hay ki€ém tra banh xe sau cta anh kia,” mot trong hai ngu¢i mac quan phuc canh sat vira
noi vira buéc ra khoi chiéc xe hoi mang dong chit GARDA.

Liam ra khoi xe tai va di theo vién canh sat vong ra dang sau. Thinh linh, c6 hai g dan 6ng
nhay ra tir bui cay bén dwong va vo lay anh.

Chiing dan biang keo 1én cd miéng 1an hai mat réi quén chit ca hai tay clia Liam bang bang keo.
Sau dd, chuing ddy anh 1én dang sau chiéc xe quan canh.

Murphy va Brendan nhanh chong thao nhan GARDA ra khéi chiéc xe den. Pong thoi, Chung coi
bo chiéc mit quan canh va ao khoac ngoai, nem dai nhiing thtr nay vao dang sau xe, tring ca 1én
nguoi cua Liam.

Murphy xoay sang hai tén con lai trong bing. “Tui bay lai chiéc tai ndy dén néng trai,” han ra
l1énh. “Bon tao sé gap tui may & do.”

Murphy va Brendan di truwéc trén chiéc xe hoi den. Hai tén con lai tréo 1én chiéc xe tai va di
theo phia sau.

Nong trai ¢ sau tit bén trong, cach xa dwong 16 chinh, nam chay dai theo mot con duwdng mon
lay 16i va c6 mdt nha kho chira théc rong lon nam ngay bén canh. Brendan x6 Liam Clarke ra
kh01 chiéc xe hoi roi tong anh vao trong cian bép clia ngdi nha danh cho chu nhan néng trai.
Chiéc tai thi chay thang vao trong kho thoc, xong xudi bon chiing déng ctra nha kho lai. Sau do,
bén tén cling vao trong ngdi nha va bat dau ngbi doi.

Tw sdu gio tro di, troi bat dau toi sAm lai. Vao luc tam gio, Murphy di ra phia cudbi con duong
mon, tay gio cao mot chlec duoc B6n chiéc van mang bién sé Bac Alien dang tir tir bo dén trén
con dwong mon, réi ngirng lai & phia tredc can nha kho. Mot ga to 16n budc xuéng tlr mot
trong nhirng chiéc van, tay xach theo mot chiéc cip nhé.

“MAay ngudi da c6 sdn ruwou brandy chwa?”, ga to 1on dén tir Bac Alien hoi.
“C6 roi,” Murphy dap: “Pang dé trong nha kho. Téi chwa hé dung t&i nd.”

“T6t,” ga dén tir phuong Bac ndi. Han Xoay sang ngu*m ciia minh ra lénh. “D& hang xu6éng!” Roi
han no6i véi Murphy. “Ching ta hay di vao bén trong.”

Trong ngdi nha chi nhan ndng trai, ga nguoi phwong bac m& chiéc cip nho bén trong chira day
nhitng to gidy bac mudi bang Anh.

“Chin nghin chai rwgu brandy véi gia bon bang Anh mét chai, nhw viy tong cong la ba muoi
sau nghin bang Anh,” Murphy ra gia.

“Ba mwoi lam thoi,” ga phwong bac tra gia.
Murphy khong co ke thém tiéng nao.
Mot trong nhitng ga ngwdi phwong bic xuat hién & ctra va néi véi tén chi. “Ong chii nén dén



xem tan mat thi hon.”
Ga to 16n dong phat chiéc cdp nho lai va xach theo ra bén ngoai.

Murphy theo chan ga to 1on toi can nha kho. Sau tén no dang soi dubc chiéu sang bén trong
chiéc xe tai chat day nhitrng bao tai nhva.

“Thang tai x€ dau?” ga to 1o gian dir hoi.

Murphy dan ga nguoi phuwong bac vao bep Liam Clarke, tai x€ chiéc xe tai, dang ngo6i choc
ngdc trong goc voi bang keo dan kin mat va miéng.

“May cho cai gidng gi trong xe tai cia may vay?” ga to lén vira go bang keo khdi miéng Liam
vira lén tiéng hoi.

“May bao tai phan,” Liam néi. “Trén gidy to hai quan c6 ghi réo ma.”
Ga to 16m vo l1dy dong gidy to tir trén tay Murphy va nhin vao t& khai hai quan. “May van chua
xem cai nay phai khong, d6 ngu?” ga héi Murphy.

Murphy hoang hot. “Chi c6 mot chiéc tai TARA xudng pha tir Phap théi ma,” hin phan bua.
“Chung toi biét co rwou brandy trén chiéc tai dé, theo ngudn tin nhan duoc tir Phap. Coi chitng
c6 reou brandy & bén dwéi phan khong?”

“Rugu brandy a?”, Liam ngac nhién, “Tai sao cac 6ng lai nghi la c6 rwou brandy? Toi dang cho
ca dong phan, chi toan 1a phan théi.”

"May chd cai gidng gi trong xe tai cba may vay?" ga to ion
vira g& bang keo khoi miéng Liam vira Ién tiéng hol

Ga to lon xoay sang Murphy. “Hay nghe day,” gd ham he, “may da lam mat thoi gian va tién bac
ctia bon tao. Néu may con dé cho chuyén nay xay ra mot lan nira, thi may liéu hon diy! May cé
hiéu tao néi gi khong?”

Ga to 16n bwdc ra ngoai va ra lénh cho nguoi clia han 1én xe. Trong vong nam phut, nhiing ga
phuwong bic di bién di mat dang.

“Bay gio ching ta lam gi?”, Brendan hoi Murphy.



“May dem thang tai x€ xe tai di va bo hdn bén con 16 chinh dan tdi thanh pho Dublin,” Murphy
phan cong. “Tao sé lai chiéc tai di gidu trén doi. R6i chiing ta sé& gip lai nhau & Dublin vao ngay
mai.

Cac canh ctra che ro mooc xe tai da bi vé. Murphy bén chita chay bang cach dong mot thanh gb
chin ngang. R6i hin lai chiéc tai theo nhitng con dudng lang nho hep dan 1én khu dbi.

b6 1a mot dém tdi troi nén Murphy khong nghi la sé c6 xe cd gi di lai trén duong lang. Nhung
thinh linh, bdng xudt hién ngay trwéc miii han 1a mot xe kéo cong nong né theo sau la cd mot
kh&i rom. Murphy c& thing chiéc tai lai, nhung da qua tré.

Chiéc tai tong vao khéi rom va cai ro moc ddng sau xe quay ngoat lai, va vao mét birc twong
da. Thé 1a nguwoi nong dan bi hat viang khdi chiéc xe kéo, con dang trwdc chiéc tai thi bi pht day
rom.

Chiéc tai téng véo khéi rem va cai re moc dang sau xe
quay ngodt lai, va vao m@t birc tuong da

Murphy day bat cira chiéc xe tai va tréo ra ngoai. Ngudi ndng dan dang nam va trén duong,
vira kéu la vira chri thé, du trén minh khong thwong tich. Murphy dang chay den giup anh
chang néng dan thi thiy c6 anh dén pha roi toi tr mot chiéc xe hol trén mui c6 gdn dén mau
xanh dwong. Thi ra d6 1a mot chiéc quan canh.

Sw kién nay dung la la lung dén ngac nhién. Chiéc quan canh lam gi ma gi¢ nay phai lin 16i
trong dém t6i & cai chén khi ho co gdy nay?

Hai vién canh satra kh01 xe dé dén xem xét chiéc xe kéo cong ndng va chiéc tai. “Cho ching t6i
xem gidy to cua ong,” mot vién canh sat bao Murphy. Murphy dua gidy to hdi quan cua Liam
Clarke cho ho va cho doi trong im lang.

Anh chang nong dan van t1ep tuc rong hong kéu la va churi thé cho den khi vién canh sat tuyén
bo: “Chiéc xe kéo cong ndong nay khong co6 den. Lai may kéo cong nong khong den la pham
luat.”

Anh chang néng dan cadm bat ngay. Gi¢ day, vién cadnh sat cht y dén anh ta hon la chd y dén
Murphy.



“Anh hady don cho rom nay cho sach duong di,” vién canh sat yéu ciu. “Anh khong dwoc phép
1ai chiéc xe kéo nay dau, nhung anh cé thé dat qua mot bén dé chiéc tai nay di qua.

Murphy mirng khap khoi.
“Hang cda anh la hang gi?” mot trong hai vién canh sat hai.
“La phan bén,” Murphy dap.

Vién cdnh sat cuwoi. “Diang roi. C6 may cai bao tai roi xuéng & clra sau. Hay chat ching 1én xe,
xong thi anh c6 thé di dworc.”

“Cam on,” Murphy vira néi vira di ra phia sau xe tai noi ma canh cra ro mooc dang mo toang
hodac. C6 mot so bao tai lén da bi bat tung ra. Nhitng vién canh sat cdm dudc roi 1én nhitng bao
tai dang nam trén 16i di.

“Cai gi day?”, mot trong nhitng vién canh sat ngac nhién hai.

Dwéi 4nh duoc, Murphy nhdn ra khong chi c6 phan bon trong nhirng bao tai da bi bat tung. Han
con trong thiy mot khau sing bazooka[3] va vai khiu sing may.

Murphy thé mot hoi that sdu. Cé nhitng hdm moi viéc ci trat 1at thé nay. Ga da mwu do co gang
danh cudp bang duoc chin nghin chai ruou brandy Phap Thay vao d6, hdn lai vé nham mot 16
sung may. Va ga biét Ia cht s& hitu 16 sting may nay sé khong hai long chit nao vé sw c6 nay.
Dot nhién, ga cam thiy an toan hon khi da dung dau véi canh sat.



MOT SAP XEP HOAN HAO[4]

Ong Timothy Hanson dang ng01 trong phong mach cua vi bac si riéng tai mot dudng dwong
sang trong & Luan Don. Vi bac si da thwc hién nhiéu xét nghiém va chup di chup lai nhiéu phim
X-quang cho ong.

“Toi rat 18y 1am tiéc phai noi voi 6ng diéu nay, thua 6 ong Hanson vi bac s1 ndi, “6ng da bi ung
thw & giai doan cudi va chi con séng dwoc sau thang nira.”

Ong ‘Timothy Hanson mim cuwdi voi vi bac st va noi: “Cam on bac st da cho t6i biét diéu nay.”
Roi 6ng dirng 1én bat tay vi bac si va roi khdi dwdng dwong.

Mot chiéc Rolls Royce dang ch¢ 6ng Timothy Hanson & bén ngoai duwdng dwong. Anh tai xé
vlra m& ctra xe cho ong vira hoi: “T¢i van phong phai khong, thwa 6ng Hanson?”

“Khong,” 6ng Hanson dap. “Hay dwa t6i vé nha.”

Chiéc xe hoi ré vé huwong dong. Phong tAm mait qua khung ctra s6, ong Timothy Hanson ngam
nhin ting toa cao oOc, ting ctra hang va van phong nam ¢ khu trung tam Luan Do6n. Ong chot
nghi dén tit ca s6 cao 6c 6ng dang s& hiru va ‘toan bod s6 tién cua ma ong dang nam gitr. Du giau
c6 la thé nhung 6ng ciing khong tranh khoi cai chét dang dén gan.

Ta phdi ldp chiic thw théi - 6ng tham nghi.

Khi xe bat dau di xuyén qua khu bong Ludn Pon, nha ctra pho x4 dan tré nén nghéo nan. Pang
di thi xe phai dung lai trén pho Old Kent vi c6 mo6t bay tré dang ndi dudi nhau bang qua duong.
C6 hai nit tu si di dan dau, con hai nit tu khac thi di doan hau & dang sau bay tré.

C6 mot cau bé ngung lai ngay gita dwong va giwong to mat nhin tran tréi vao chiéc Rolls
Royce Cau bé dau doi mi ludi trai dong phuc cé chir viét tit ‘St. B, trén mi, téc tai nhéch nhac
va quan 4o ciing nhéch nhac khong keém. Cau bé nhin chdm cham vao ngwoi dan ong dau bac
dang ngoi chem ché trong ch1ec Rolls Royce sang trong. Roi ciu gio ngdn cai tay phai lén cham
miii va lac lw cAc ngén tay con lai véi dng Timothy Hanson.



Ong d&t ngon cai tay phéi 1én mii va (dc s cdc ngén tay con Iai

Ong Timothy Hanson dap lai cai nhin cta cdu be, roi dat ngon cdi tay phai lén mii va 1ac lu cac
ngon tay dap lai. Anh tai x€ nhln ong ngac nhién. Cau bé & giita 16 cling ngac nhién va né ré mot
nu cwdi hét cé lam birng sadng ca guwong miit.

Chi mot gidy sau, mot ni tu tré tién dén kéo cau bé qua dwong. Chiéc Rolls Royce lai tiép tuc
lwét vé hudng trang vién ctia dng Timothy Hanson.

Ong Timothy Hanson van dang suy tinh veé viéc 1ap chic thuw. Ong sé dé tién bac ctia minh lai
cho ai day? Bat ky ai nhan tlen cua ong déu sé phai dong thué nang cho nha nuéc. Vo 6ng da
qua doi ma 6ng thi khong c6 con cadi. Than bang quyén thudc chi con mot nguwoi la c6 em gai,
vira x4u tinh lai cwdi phai mot ngudi chong chang tir té€ gi hon dé roi sinh ra mot thiang con
khong ra gi.
Truwéc mat, 6ng Timothy Hanson chi c6 sdu thang dé sap xép cong viéc hau sw cho minh.
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Sau thang sau, 6ng ba Armitage cung con trai la Tarquin dén ngbi & van phong luit sw trong
trang phuc mau den, b&i 6ng Timothy Hanson vira méi qua doi.

Vi luat su budrc vao phong va ngoi xuong, trén tay cam mot phong bi to dung Ong ta lén tiéng:
“Ngai Hanson muén quy vi nghe ban di chic nay ngay sau khi ngai qua doi.”

“Sao? Chi c6 ba ching t6i théi w?”, 6ng Armitage thac mac.

“Vang,” vi luat sw tra loi. “Theo t6i dwoc biét thi quy vi day la nhitng ngwdi than duy nhit cda
ngai Hanson.”

“Thé thi toan b tién bac cia cdu déu thudc vé ching ta roi,” Tarquin khong gidu giém long
tham.

“Im miéng di, nhdc,” ba Armitage mang con.

“Chung ta hay nghe doc di chiic ngay di,” Tarquin hoi thic.



Vi luat su can than mo chiéc phong b1 16, bén trong la mot phong bi khac cung voi mot to
gidy. Ong ta bat dau véi to gidy. “Pay 1a y nguyén sau cliing va la di chic cda tdi, Timothy John
Hanson, la...

“May chuyén dé thi chiing t6i biét ca roi,” 6ng Armitage khong gidu dwoc sw sot rudt.
“Dé& nghe ti€p cai ndo,” ba Armitage gat.
“Né6i xem chiing t6i nhin dwoc bao nhiéu tién,” Tarquin Armitage hao hirc.

Vi luat sw tiép tuc: “Cé mdt phong bi dinh keém trong d6 c6 ndm nghin bang Anh. SO tién nay
dung de trang trai chi phi tang ma cho t01 va chi phi [uit sw. Phan tai san con lai t6i dé cho em
gai, em ré va chau trai Tarquin, sau khi...

“La bao nhiéu?”, 6ng Armitage nhanh nhau hoi.
“T6i khong biét,” vi luat sw dap.
“Ong phai biét cht,” ba Armitage néi.
aPung roi, 6ng phai biét chix,” Tarquin Armitage dé vao:
“A..” vi luat sw wéc chirng, “phan tai san cé thé tri gia dén ba triéu bang Anh.”

“Lay Chua t6i,” 6ng Armitage kéu lén. “Thé ching t6i sé phai dong thué chinh phu la bao
nhiéu?”

“Khoadng sdu mwoi lam phan tram,” vi luit sw dap.

“Nhuw vay thi trir thué di ching ta chi con lai mét triéu!” Tarquin Armitage kéu 1én.

“Khoang mot triéu,” luat sw xac nhan. “Bay gio, xin phép cho t6i doc doan con lai cta di chac.”
“Héy doc tiép di,” ba Armitage néi. “Trong dé viét gi thé?”

. sau khi toi chét di,” vi luit sw doc tlep, ‘toi muon duoc thuy tang. Toi da chuén bi san mot
cb quan tai bang chi dac biét cho viéc thiy tang nay va nhu'ng nguoi than cda toi sé dirng ra to
chirc tang le T6i muén duoc an tang dwdi day bién tai viing bién Devon cach dat lién 30km vé
hwéng nam.”

“Anh 4y muén dll'O’C an tang & ngoai bién, trong mot c6 quan tai bang chi dic biét a?”, ba
Armitage hoi lai. “An tAng ngoai bién nhuw thé thi c6 hop phap khong?”

“Hoan toan hop phap, thwa ba,” luat sw néi. “Nhwng con mét diéu nira.”
“Diéu gi nira?”, ba Armitage hoi.

“Nhirng nguoi than cia toi sé nhan di san cua toi ngay sau ngay tang 18,” vi luat sw tiép tuc doc.
“Dong thoi, ho cling phai dong y lam theo dung theo 161 dan cua toi. Néu ho khong chiu lam
ding nhw vay thi toan bd tai san cda tdi sé thudc vé nha nuéc.”

“Bay nhiéu dé la da hét chwa?”, ba Armitage sot rudt.

“Vang, chi chirng dé théi,” vi luat sw dap. “Quy vi c6 dong y lam theo loi ddn ctia anh trai quy vi
khong?”

“U'm, tdi ciing chwa biét nita,” ba Armitage ngan ngtr. “Nhung néu t6i dong y 1am thi chi phi sé
hét bao nhiéu?”

“S6 tién nay dung dé chi cho viéc do,” vi ludt su vira noi vira gio cao chiéc phong bi trong do co
chira nam nghin bang Anh. ‘ ‘Néu quy vi khong dong y, quy vi s€ khong nhan duorc tai san cua
anh trai quy vi. Toan bo tién bac ctia 6ng 4y sé dwoc sung vao cong quf ciia nha nuédc.”

“T6i dong y,” ba Armitage quyét dinh ngay.

kKK



Mot tuan sau, cd gia dinh Armitage cing c6 mat trén mot chiéc tau danh ca nhé. Bién dong nén
nhu*ng nguoi trong gia dinh Armitage déu bi say song. Cung hién dién trén tau con c6 vi luat su
va mot linh muc. Xac cua 6ng Timothy Hanson da duwoc liém trong cd quan tai bing chi ning
chich trwéc khi chuyén 1én tau, va hién gior dang ndm chém ché trén boong.

“Bay gior chiing ta dang tién dén ving nwéc sau,” vién thuyén truwong thong bao. Co quan tai
duwoc doi dén mép boong tau. Gia dinh Armitage dirng xung quanh va vi linh muc bat dau doc
kinh cau nguyén.

C6 quan tai chi rit ndng nén tit cd moi ngudi c6 mat phai cung hop strc d€ ddy n6 ra khdi mép
boong tau.

T&t ed moi ngusi phéi cting hop st dé 83y cd quan tai
ra khoi mép boong tau.

Cubi cung thi c6 quan tai cling duoc day ra khdi  boong, roi tom xudng bién lam nwédc ban 1én
tung tée. Thé 1a xong, con tau dong budm quay vé cang.

“Chung t6i mudén biét sém chirng nao hay chirng d6 la chdng t6i nhin dwoc bao nhiéu tién?”,
ba Armitage nhic nhd.

“T6i sé théng bao cho quy vi biét ngay khi cé thé,” luat sw tra loi.
Hai tuin 1€ sau, ba Armitage lai c6 mit & van phong luat sw cing v&i chong va con.
“Cé moOtrac rdi,” vi luat sw ndi véi ho.
“Chang 18 6ng van chua tinh dwoc tai san cia anh tdi tri gia bao nhiéu sao?”, ba Armitage gian
dit hoi.
“Khong phai thé,” luat sw tra lod. “Toi biét tri gid truedc diy cia so tai sdn ma anh trai quy vi dé
lai ch.”
“Truéc day w?”, ba Armitage la 16m, “Ong néi vay la cé y gi?”
“U'm, trwdc khi qua doi thi ngai Hanson da ban hét moi thit,” vi luat sw giai thich.
“ROi ciu toi da lam gi vdi s6 tién d6?”, Tarquin Armitage thic méc.



“Ong 4y da gtti s6 tién do6 vao ngan hang,” luat sw tra 1oi.
“R6i bay gior s6 tién d6 dang & dau?”, 6ng Armitage hoi.
“Van dé 1a & chd do,” luat sw ndi, “6ng Ay da rit tién ra khoi ngan hang.”
“Bao nhiéu vay?”, ba Armitage n6n nong.
“Ba triéu bang Anh,” luat sw dap.
“Roi s6 tién dé bay gio & dau?”, Tarquin gan nhw mat binh tinh.
“T6i khong biét,” luat sw tra 1oi.
Ca phong lang yén nhw to va gia dinh Armitage dang trong con choang vang.
“Anh ta dd dem gidu no di,” ba Armitage rén ri. “Anh ta da dem gidu ca ba triéu bang Anh ctia
toi roi.”
“T4t nhién 1a chinh quy&n sé c6 gang tim cho ra s6 tién d6,” ludt sw trdn an. “Hay nhé 1a trong
do6 c6 sau mwoi lam phan tram la tién thué cta nha nwédc ma.”
“Lam sao chung ta tim ra sé tién d6 day?”, 6ng Armitage bin khoin. “Chung ta c6 thé thué
tham tir tim giup khong?”
“Di nhién la dwgc,” luat swnéi. “Nhung quy vi sé phai chiu phan chi phi thué tham t& diy.”
“Hirm... dwgc,” 6ng Armitage néi. “Pong y. Ching t6i dong y tra khoan chi phi d6.”
“Vay thi dé t6i lo liéu viéc do,” ludt sw gut lai.
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Mot thang sau, tit ca lai c6 mat & van phong luit sw. Cuing ti€p ho la vi luit sw va mot tham ti.

“Day 1a dng Miller,” luat sw gidi thiéu. “Ong 4y dd kham phd ra mot phan ciu chuyén, biét dwgc
sO tién sau khi dugc anh trai quy vi rut khoi ngan hang da di dén dau, nhung van chua tim biét
dwoc rot cudc thi so tién ay hién ¢ dau.”

“Hay cho ching to6i biét chuyén xay ra nhw thé nao?”, ba Armitage yéu cau.

Ong Miller dirng 1én ké: “Thoat dau, tdi cho rang 6ng anh ctia quy vi da dung tién dé dé mua
mot thir gi do.”

“Mua thit gi? Vang w, hay 1a kim cwong?”, ba Armitage bon chon.

“0, vang, tbi ciing suy doan nhw thé,” 6ng Miller dap. “Nhung t6i d3 IAm vi 6ng 4y khéng mua
vang cling khong mua kim cwong. Ong anh ctia ba da mua bach kim.”

“Bach kim u?”, ba Armitage thac mac. “Tai sao lai 1a bach kim?”

“Béi vi trit nhiéu vang la bat hop phap,” 6ng Miller giai thich. “Nhung khong c6 diéu luat nao
cam viéc cat gilr s6 lwong lon bach kim, trong khi bach kim lai c6 gia tri twong dwong vang.”
“Thé anh 4y cat gitr s6 bach kim nay & dau?”, 6ng Armitage thic mic.

“Tai trang vién ctia minh & hat Kent,” 6ng Miller néi. “Ong dy c6 mdt nha xwdng phia sau ngoi
nha cung v&i mot 10 luyén kim nhd.”

“Anh c6 nghi la 6ng ta da dung ci 10 luyén kim d6 dé ndu chdy bach kim khéng?” vi luit sw xen
vao.

“Toi dam ché(; la 6ng ta da lam diéu do,” ong Miller tra loi. “Bach kim 1a mot kim loai cuc ky
nang, cling giong nhw vang hay chi vay. Chuyén dich ca mot s6 lwong bach kim 16n nhu vay la
vO cung kho, thé nhung toi van tin rang ngai Hanson da nau chdy s6 kim loai nay roi duc thanh
vat gi d6 c6 hinh dang nhw cai hdp hay cai thung chira chang han.”

“Hay la mot c6 quan tai!” ba Armitage tru tréo 1én khi chot nhé dén tang 1€ la lung cua anh trai



cung voi co quan tai ‘chi’ ndng chich. “Cai thang cha khén kiép d6 da dem hét tién bac xudng
tan day bién siu roi!”

k%K%

Mot ga budn phé liéu dang han hoan rdo budéc vé huwong ngan hang, sau khi vira ban xong mot
lwong lém cac thoi bach kim. Cach day ba thang, g da mua duworc s6 thoi bach kim do tir mot
ong gia dau bac. Vi ong gia dau bac khong muodn nép, thué cho chinh phd, nén gi da ép gia that
béo va chiu thanh toan bang tién mat, khong thdc mac gi ma cing khong mang dén ho tén cla
ong gia dau bac. Trong thwong vy nay, ca hai bén déu vui vé vi ga nha budn nay da 1o duoc
hang nghin bang Anh khi ban lai s& kim loai do.

Tai nhitng ving khac nhau ctia virong quéc Anh, c6 bdn ga buén phe liéu khac cling dang sudng
ron lén. Cach ddy chung ba thang, bon ho déu da mua bach kim clda mot ong gia dau bac va
thanh toan bang tién mat. Bon ho ai cling 1 to khi ban lai ché kim loai do Chang ai trong bon
ho dé tAm vin veo ngudi ban, thanh ra gio day khong ai c6 thé lung ra s6 kim loai dé.
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Mot ngay trudc 1€ Gidng sinh, c6 mot vi ludt sw tir dao Guernsey ¢ dén tham vién mo coi Saint
Benedict ndm trén duong Old Kent & khu Pong Luan Pon dé tim giap Me Bé Trén. Khi budc vao
phong lam viéc cia Me Bé Trén, 6ng ta trao cho ba mét chiéc phong bi.

“Con duoc giao pho nhiém vu trao lai cho Me phong ter nay, nguwoi luat sw néi, “nhung con
khong dwoc néi cho Me biét 1a ai da bao con lam diéu nay.’

“D6 1a céi gi vay?”, Me BE Trén hdi.

“Mot to chi phleu luat sw dap ‘La chi phiéu do mét ngdn hang & dao Guernsey phat hanh. S6
tién nay thudc vé vién mo coi.”

“Vi sao lai dén tir ddo Guernsey?”, Me Bé Trén nghi ngai.

“Ludt ¢ dao Guernsey khac voi luat & nwéc Anh”, ludt sw glal thlch ‘SO tién nay khong phai
déng thué. Va bay gior xin Me vui long ky vao nhung gidy to nay.”

Khi nguoi luat sw di khdi, Me Bé Trén nhin lai tdm chi phi€u. Nhitng hai triéu ndm trdm nghin
bang Anh. M6t s6 tién qua lén, Me khong thé nao tin dwoc day lai 1a sw that.



"D 13 cdi gi vay?" Me BE Trén hoi

Gio Me sé lam gi voi s0 tién nhiéu nhw vay? Lic nao Me ciing ao wéc chuyén vién mé c6i nay vé
vung thon qué, xa khéi khu D6ng Luan Pon nay kia ma. Bat cho't Me lwét mat qua muc rao vat
vé mua ban bat dong san trén to bao budi sang dé trén ban - “Can ban mot trang vién & hat

Kent, nam mau dat tho vién, sé hiru chu trwéc day 1a 6ng T.J. Hanson.”



PHAN XU’ CONG BANG[5]

Chuyén xay ra da dwoc ndm muoi ndm, lan d6 tham phan Comyn dang ngoi doc to thoi bao
Irish Times trong cdn budng hang nhit trén xe Itva. Chiéc xe Itra sap roi thanh pho Dublin dé
lam cudc hanh trinh dai bén tleng dong ho dén thanh phé Tralee l1a noi ma Toa an dia phwong
dang doi vi tham phan Comyn dén phan xtt.

Mot ga dan 6ng nho thé xudt hién, budc vao trong toa dén ngoi doi dién véi vi tham phan. Vira
lic chiéc xe ltra dang chuyen minh sdp roi khoi ga thi mot linh muc co khudn mat doé gay vira
thé hon hén vira tit ta bwdc vao trong toa cling ngdi véi ho.

“Suyt nira thi Cha hut mat chuyén nay roi, thwa Cha,” ga dan 6ng nho thé bat chuyén.
“Dung vay, con a,” vi linh muc tra 1. “Cha phai chay mai bat kip diy.”

Thoat dau ca ba ngwoi khach la déu im lang. Vi tham phan ngo6i doc mot so tai liéu phap luit
ma ong da trai ra trén chiéc ban & ngay truédc mit.

“Xin 16i 6ng,” ga dan 6ng 1én tiéng. “Ong vui long cho tbi str dung mdt goc ban nhé!”
“Ong ct tw nhién,” vi tham phan dap.
“Cam on 0ng,” ga dan 6ng nha nhin noéi. Vira ndi ga vira riat mot bd bai ra khoi tai va bat dau
choi bai mot minh ngay trén ban.

Vi thim phan cod gang chi y vao m¢ tai liéu phap luat cua minh, nhung 6ng van khong thé
khéng chu y den van bai mot minh ctia gi kia. Ong thay khé ch1u vi gd dan ong nhé tho nay
choi bai té qua.

Sau cung, vi thAm phan phai 1én tiéng. “Dat con gia dé 1én trén con didm thi m&i két thic duoc
van bai.”

“Cam on 6ng,” ga dan d6ng nodi. “Ca doi toéi chwa bao gior di hét van bai m6t minh nao ca.”

Vi linh muc bé sach xuong dé xem ph‘ém cudbi van bai.

“Anh lam duwogc ma, s€ lam dwoc ma, tham phan noi. “Pat con chin dé 1én con mudi den di.
P4y, thay chua, anh két thiic dwoc van bai roi day.”

Nhu'ng dé 1a nho cong ngai da mach nwdc,” gd dan 6ng noéi. “Phai cong nhan la ngai choi bai ctr
1Am.”

“Cam on anh,” vi thAm phan git gu dap, trong long khong khoi dang 1én cam giac tu dac.

Ga dan 6ng nho thé bat dau chia bai thanh cac tu xi phé ndm trén ban. Gi ngam nhin tirng tu
bai thit can théin roi lai dat ching xuéng ban.

Sau mdt lic, ga bat dau chan véi chuyén choi bai xi moét minh. Ga budng tay dé cac 14 bai roi
xudng ban. “Dudng dén Tralee con xa qua nhi,” gi cat giong than van.

“T6i thdy anh dang chia bai xi phé ma,” vi thAm phan td ra dong cam. “Hay 1a ching ta clung
choi vai van nhé.”
“0 thé thi hay qua,” gd dan 6ng nho thé ming ré. “Tén tbi la 0’Connor.”
“Con tbi la Comyn,” thAm phan tw gidi thiéu.
Ho bat dAu chia bai thanh cac tu roi tip trung nhin vao cac 14 bai cia minh. Lé di nhién 1a ho
choi bai khong an tién.
“Chung ta can c6 cach ndo do dé tinh xem ai thing chit,” 0’Connor noi.
“T6i c6 mot it que diém diy,” thAm phan Comyn néu y kién.
“A, ding 1a cai chiing ta cin,” 0’Connor tan dong. Vi thim phan rut diém ra chia cho mdi bén



hai muoi que.

Choi bai xi ma chi c6 hai nguoi thi gua la kho choi. bugc mot lic, 0’Connor 1én tiéng ra ré ca
6ng linh muc. “Thua Cha, Cha c6 mudn choi véi chiing con khong!”

“0, khong dau,” vi linh muc c6 khudén mit dé gay cudi 1én tiéng. “Cha dau cé biét choi bai.”

“Co gi kho dau, thwa Cha,” O’Connor noi. “0’ mbi van Cha sé duoc chia cho nam 1a bai. Pau van
bai, Cha co quyen xin do6i ba 14 bai dé dwoc tu bai tot hon. Néu tu ctia Cha t6t roi thi Cha c6 the
t6, con néu bai cia Cha xdu thi Cha xé&p bai lai, nghia 1a Cha bé cudc khong tham gia t6 bai nira.”

“T6 bai w?”, linh muc ngé ngang. “Nghia la choi an tién a?”
“0 khong dau, thwa Cha,” 0’Connor mim cuoi. “Ching con chi choi bing que diém théi ma.”
“Nhung Cha diu cé biét thé nao la bai tét, bai xau diu,” vi linh muc ti€p tuc ban khoan.

“Dé con sé viét ten cac tu bai ra cho Cha,” O’Connor vira noi vira rut tw trong tui ra mot cay but
chi va mot tor gidy. “Cha ctr dé to gidy nay trén ban dé déi chiéu xem bai ctia minh t6t hay xau.”

“Tho6i dworc r6i,” vi linh muc quyét dinh. “Cha chi choi dn que diém tho6i ddy nhé.”

Hai van dau, gap phai tu bai khong tdt nén vi linh muc x&p bai lai ngdi xem hai ngudi kia t6 1an
nhau. Ong tham phan thang duoc bén que diém. Song, dén van thit ba thi khuén mit vi linh
muc bong sang lén.

“Tu ndy ma khong tot sao?”, vi linh muc vira héi vira chia ra ba con boi va hai con gia.
Vi thAm phan 16 vé buc bdi va dat cic 14 bai xuéng ban.

“0i, Cha o1,” O’Connor thi thao. “Bai clia Cha t&t that ddy nhung chirng nao ching ta t6 xong
Cha mé&i dwoc cho xem bai chit.”

“O thé 3, Cha xin 16i,” linh muc néi.

Ho choi véinhau da duwoc mot gior dong ho. Ong thaAm phan thing gin tron sé que diém nén c
vé hai long man nguyén.

“Choi an que diém chang hao hirng chit ndo,” O’Connor néu y kién.
“T6i thiy vui dé chit,” thAm phan Comyn phan doi.
“Nhung chung ta c6 thé choi vui hon nita,” 0’Connor néi. “Hay ching ta td bai bang tién di, chi
vai shilling tho6i.”
‘(ii(;ﬁr}’g dwoc,” vi thAm phan té ra hao hirng. “Nhung xem ra hdm nay anh khéng dwoc hén 1am
au.



“Tu nay ma khong tat sao?" vi linh myc vira hdi vira chia ra
ba con bdi va hai con gia.

“Vén xui cling phai cé ldc thay déi ch,” O’Connor mim cudi noi.
“Cha khong thé danh bac dwoc,” linh muc ngan ngtr. “Cha khong thé choi bai an tién dau. Toi
16i.”

Vi tham phan suy nghi mot luc roi noi. “Ong 0’Connor nay, hay la ching ta cho Cha muon it
tién di. Néu Cha thua, ching ta sé khéng budc Cha tra lai tién, con néu Cha thing thi Cha ay c6
thé tra tién lai cho bon minh.”

“Y kién tuyét vori,” O’Connor tan dong ngay.
“Khong dwoc dau,” linh muc cwong quyét. “Cha khong thé choi bai an tién.”

“Nay nhé,” vi thAm phan thuyét phuc ‘cho 1a Cha sé thing duoc tién di nita, thi Cha van c6 thé
dung tién dé vao viéc tir thién kia ma.”

Vi linh muc suy nghi mat mot vai gidy. “Khong blet nhu vdy c6 duoc khong nira,” 6ng suy tinh,
“U'm, Cha dang dinh dén thim mot c6 nhi vién va & dé thi ho dang can tién. Thoi dwoc, sé on ca
vi tién thang cudc sé& dwoc dem tang lam tir thién.”

“Tuyét,” vi thAm phan noi. “Nao, 6ng 0’Connor, ching ta choi bao nhiéu tién diy? Mot que
diém la bao nhiéu?”

“Mudoi shilling,” O’Connor dap gon 16n. Vi thAm phan strng sot vi muwoi shilling 14 nhiéu tién
13m.

Ho lai tlep tuc choi bai nhung lan nay cac que diém dwoc quy ra tién. Vi linh muc gdp may va
thau tom duorc cac que diém clia 6ng tham phan Ian ctia 0’Connor. Thé 13, vi linh muc cé thé tra
lai s6 tién ho da cho 6ng mwon ldc ban dau.

Ngay khi xe ltra tién gan dén thanh pho Tralee, 6ng thdm phan nhan dwoc mot tu bai rat tot voi
bon con dam. Ong bén manh dan t6 mudi bang roi lai thém mudi bang nira. Thay vay,
0’Connor x&p bai lai bé cudc, trong khi vi linh muc van deo dudi van bai va dat hét s§ tién ma
minh cd.



“Con rat lay lam ti€c, thwa Cha,” vira ndi vi thim phan vira 14t nglra cc con bai. “Con c6 bdn con
dam.”

“Tiéc that,” vi linh muc néi. “Cha cr ngé minh sé cé tién dem cho li tré moé coi chir. Tu cta con
an mat tu nay réi a?”
Vi linh muc lat bai ctia minh ra - bon con gia.

“Con thua Cha ndm muwo1i bang roéi,” 6ng thdm phéan thira nhan minh da thua va ldy chi phleu ra
viét. “Cha cAm tdm chi phi€u nay dén ngin hang dé€ 14y nim muwoi bang Anh bang tién mit
nhe.”

“Con con thi thua Cha chirng nay day,” O’Connor vira néi vira chia ra mwoi hai to mot bang
Anh.

“Xin Chda ban phuc lanh cho hai con,” linh muc ndi. “Vién mo cdi sé vui lam day khi nhan dwoc
s6 tién 1o6n nhw vay.”
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Chuyén xe Itra da do lai tai thanh phé Tralee.

Ong tham phan Comyn dén nghi dém tai mot khach san. Truéc chin gio sang hom sau, 6ng da
chinh té di dén toa an lam viéc. Hai vu an dau tién don gian va dé phan quyét. Gio dén vu an
thir ba la mot vu kién vé tdi danh bai dn tién va choi bac bip.

“Cho moi Ronan O’Connor,” vién thw ky toa 1én tiéng goi.

Tham phan Comyn ngwoc lén va bat gap diy chinh 1a ga dan & 6ng nho tho da cung 6ng danh bai
trén xe ltra. 0’Connor ciing ngac nhién khong kém khi thiy vi tham phan.

“Ong cho rang minh c6 tdi hay vo t6i?”, thAm phan héi.
“T6i vo ti,” O’Connor tra 1oi.
Mot luat sw khéi to dirng 1én trinh bay trudrc toa vé vu kién chong lai O’Connor. Ngay 13 thang
5, Lurgan Keane, mdt ngwoi ban tap hoa & Tralee da dap chuyén xe Ira tir Dublin vé Tralee.
Trén xe Itra, 6ng ta da choi bai xi véi 0’Connor va thua hét sdu muoi hai bang Anh. P&n nha ga
Tralee, Keane da goi canh sat va t6 cao O’Connor choi bac bip, do vay canh sat da bat gitt

O’Connor. Ho tim thdy m6t bd bai ddc biét trong tuai cua 0’ Connor. Nhitng 14 bai da dwoc catva
danh ddu mot cach dac biét nhdm st dung vao hanh vi gian Ian.

O’Connor khong can nho lut sw cii giup. Hin ta dirng 1én va xin phép dwoc hoi Lurgan Keane
vai cau.

“C6 phai 1a khi & trén xe Itva tdi da bat chuyén véi 6ng treée khong?”, anh ta hoi.

Lurgan Keane suy nghi mét chut roi dap. “Khong, t6i bat chuyén véi anh truéc vi thiy anh choi
bai mét minh dé qua.”

Th&m phan Comyn dua tay 1én che 14y mat.

“Thé thi,” O’ Connor tiép tuc, “6ng ndi chuyén véi toi trwdre va 6ng cling la ngwdi dé nghi choi xi
phé an tién.”

“Khong,” Lurgan Keane noi, “chinh anh dé nghi choi bai xi”.

“Nhung 1a choi bang que diém,” O’Connor n01 “T6i 12 ngwoi dé nghi choi bai xi bang que diém.
Chinh anh méi la nguwoi dé nghl choi an tién.”

Lurgan Keane suy nghi lai mot chut 'Vang, co 1€ la nhu thé,” 6ng ta thira nhan. ‘Nhung,” ong ta
quay sang thim phan Comyn “nhw vay thi khong phai la bac bip sao, thwa ngai? Ké bip bom
dung tht doan dé khoi goi ngwdi khac dua ra dé nghi choi bai an tién.”

“Tién a?”, 0’Connor 16n giong. “Ong da dwa tdi bao nhiéu tién vay?”



“Sau muwoi hai bang Anh,” Keane gian dit noi.
“Khong phai thé,” O’Connor néi. “Xin hoi 1a 6ng da dwa cho t6i bao nhiéu tién?”.

Lurgan Keane ngam nghl ky cang: “Toi khong dwa tién cho anh ma dwa cho tay ndng din vi hin
ma&i la ngudi thang cudc.

“Varoi toi c6 dn tién ctia tay ndong dan d6 khong?”, 0’Connor hoi.
“Khong,” Lurgan Keane néi. “Anh thua tay nong dan d6 tam bang Anh.”
“T6i da hoi xong r6i,” O’Connor ndi.

Vi tham phan hoi Lurgan Keane: “Ngwoi ndng dan do la ai?”,

“Do 1a nguoi thir ba trong toa xe Itra, thwa ngai,” Lurgan Kean giai thich. “Han choi bai xi do té
nhung ma han hén 1am.”

“Tén dng ta la gi?”, thAm phan hoi.

“T6i khong biét,” Keane tra 1oi. “Ong ta 1d mot ndong dan & Wexford, suyt 1én hut chuyén xe Itra
& Dublin. Nhung 6ng ta khong phai la ngudi da Iira bip toi ma chinh la ga O’Connor nay. Bo bai
la cia O’Connor. Tén O’Connor nay la tén bip bom!”

Vi thim phan suy nghi trong choc lat roi phan. “Ching t6i nhan duwoc loi to cao rang ong
O’Connor an tién do choi bai gian 1an. Canh sat da tich thu dwoc mot bd bai ctia 6ng 0’Connor.
Nhung 6ng O’Connor da khai bao véi canh sat la 6ng ta bat du*crc bo bai d6 trén xe lira. Ching
toi cling duwgc nghe thay rang 6ng O’Connor khong hé an tién cua 6ng Keane. Thyc chit ca hai
6ng déu thua tién vé tay mot nong dan voé danh ¢ Wexford. Vu an cao budc 6ng O’Connor
khong cé chirng cé. T6i tuyén bo 6ng 0’Connor v toi.”

Moi ngudi cé mat dirng 1én chao khi vi thAm phan roi khoi phong x 4n. Pa dén gi¢ an trwa roi.

Tham phan Comyn vé phong minh ¢ phia sau phong xt dé cdi bo cai ao chung. Ro6i 6ng mai
bwdc chian ra khoi toa an va bang qua dwong dé vé lai khach san chinh cta thanh pho.

Lurgan Keane dang ding trén lé dwong nhin dam dam vao chiéc xe hoi sang trong dang lan
banh ra khoi khach san. ThAm phan Comyn dén dirng bén canh anh ta va nhin vao trong xe.



C'Connor dang cam lai. B2n canh gd la vi linh muc
d3 cung choi bai vdi dng tham phan trén chuyén xe le.

O’Connor dang cam lai. Bén canh gi la vi linh muc da cung choi bai véi 6ng thim phan trén
chuyén xe I{ra. Vi linh muc vay tay chao 6ng tham phan.

“Sao han lai an mac nhw thé?”, Lurgan Keane hoi.
“Béi vi 6ng ta la mot linh muc,” thAm phan Comyn tra 1oi.
“Kh6ng phai dau,” Lurgan Keane néi. “Han chinh 1a ga n6ng dan & Wexford d4.”



Chu thich

I Nguyén tac: No comeback.



2] Nguyén tac: There are some days.



3] Bazooka: vii khi di dong dung dé phdong tén lira chéng tang - ND.



4] Nguyén tac: A careful man.



5 Nguyén tac: Sharp Practice.
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