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GIOI THIEU

Ban s& lam gi néu ban nghi minh sap chét?

— Lap ttre la 1én va bado cho moi ngudi1 xung quanh?

— Chang noi véi ai va tu suy dién?

— V& nhu viéc d6 s& ching xay ra?

Con t061, thi giét quan chén ra va khoc oa 1én. .

C6 18 rat nhiéu dan ong khoc, va trudc day t61 chu’a tirng thiy tan mit. Ching kién Dan thon thirc vi
toi da chét 1a canh tuong kinh khun nhat t6i ting trai qua, frong tich tic ma anh nguoc 1én nhin 61 qua
ctra sO va suyt nhan ra toi, thi to1 blet 1a minh di dang dan khi quyét dinh quay tro lai. Chang co gi
quan trong hon viéc chiing 0 lai & bén nhau.

Liic con sdng, anh di ¢ canh t6i biét bao 1an va gio anh can t6i. Du t6i ¢6 12 ma thi it nhit anh ciing
biét 1a to1 dang doi theo anh.

Toi dimg day, cam thay quyét tim. Néu t6i mubn vuot qua thir thich cta minh, toi phai quay lai
Ngoi Nha Danh Cho Nhirng Ai Mudn Tré Thanh Ma va tim hiéu vi sao Dan khong nhan ra t6i. Chang
con nhiéu thoi gian dé phi pham nita.

e Tac Gid

Cally Taylor dang séng tai Brighton. C6 bat dau viét ticu thuyét tr ndm 2005. Chi trong ndm 2006,
cO da doat dugc nhi€u giai thu:0’ng nhu: giai nhi trong cudc thi vi€t truyén ngin cuia bao Woman’s own,
giai thuong Helen Mullin va cay but Bank Street trong cudc thi viét truyén ngan. Cac tac pham ctia ¢o

duoc dang tai trén tap chi Take a Break’s Fiction Feast va My Weekly. Heaven 1a tiéu thuyét dau tay
cua Cally Taylor.

Kinh Tang Cha Me dau yéu!



CHUONG 1

Ban s& lam gi néu ban nghi minh sap chét?

a/ Lap tac la 1€n va bao cho moi ngudi xung quanh?

b/ Ching no6i véi ai va ty suy dién?

¢/ V& nhu viéc do s€ chang xay ra?

Con t01, thi giat quan chén ra va khoc oa 1én.

Ca tuan qua, t61 lo cho strc khoe ctia minh. T61 mét moi, mat ca chan bi phu, nudce tiéu thi sui bot
nhu ca phé cappuccmou Theo thong tin trén mang ma toi in ra va dang cam trén tay thi nhu thé chi ¢6
mot cach 1y gidi duy nhat: t61 mac bénh nan Y, c6 thé khong chira duoc.

12 cudi cua t6i s& cir hanh trong vong bén muoi tim tiéng nita va bao huy voi chong chua cudi la
diéu duy nhat khéng nim trong danh sach “viéc can lam’ dai dang dac cua t61. Nhung t61 phai no1 véi
Dan. Theo, nhu thong tin trén mang thi trong vong hai tuan toi s& pha1 nhap vién, chay than, thim chi co
khi phai cay ghép. Du 1a ai mic bénh di ching nita, thi ciing co rat nhiéu thi pha1 lam. Manh meé 1én
nao Lucy, t01 tu khich 1€ minh lic m& ctra phong khach. May c6 thé 1am dugc diéu nay. Chi can manh
me lén.

Dan dang nam dai trén xo- -pha xem phim tai li€u noi vé thoi quen két ban tinh cua loai nhén vang,
Hai tay anh ké duoi dau, mai toc den roi bu, quai ham 16m chém rau. Anh dang mac quan jean cap tre
va 4o T-shirt Jimi Hendr1x7 mau den cli mém wa thich khoe bo vai rong va cénh tay khoe khoan. Dan
luc nao cling thé, anh cg thé khoac bat cir mon do cii k¥ nao 1€n ngwdi ma van trong hét strc banh bao.
Chang hé dé tam dén di€u do, anh 1a mdt trong nhitng nguo1 it tw phu nhat ma té1 tirng gap - diém khién
to1 yéu anh nhi€u hon.

Anh d6i chan dé c6 thém chd, trong trén x6-pha khi thay t61 budc vao phong, nhung toi chi ngdi trén
tay ghé. Khi con nhén céi can dau con nhén duc va an nd, Dan cudi toe toét voi toi, su thich tha nhay
mua trong d6i mat nau.

“Néu phai lya chon gitra viéc do6 va ba tiéng lién chuyén tro sau khi quan h¢, diat khoat 1a anh chon
chét vi dau b1 nhai rao rao.”

Dan c6 vé ngo ngac khi t6i khong cudi trude cau pha tro cua anh, ma lai nhin xuong doi tay va
xoay tron chiéc nhan dinh hon. Oi, Chaa o1, anh s€ phan ing nhu thé nao trudc di€u to1 sap nd1? Anh
s€ khoc? Hay kéu gao? Hay ngat? Hay con t€ hon the?

“Dan, em c6 chuyén rat quan trong mudn néi v6i anh.”

“Chuyén gi thé?” Anh dap ma mat van khong roi man hinh ti vi.

“Po 1a mot tin xau.”

“Co phai vé 18 cudi khong?” Anh tat ti vi, xoay qua mdt bén, va nhin thang vao toi.

“Gid thi ¢6 chuyén gi xdy ra? Tho 1am banh kem dit hoa ly trén mit banh thay vi hoa hong a?”

To1 hit mot hoi that sau.

“Em nghi em bi suy than giai doan cubi [2].”

. Piéu khién ti vi rdt xudng san nha khi Dan dimg bat ddy, vo 14y tay t61, vo nhau td gidy in toi dang
cam.

_ “Emnéi céi gi?” Anh hoi lai, miat ra khap mat t6i. “Em chang hé n6i voi anh em da di kham bac
s1.

“Em chua di.”

“Vay thi 1am sao ma em biét 13 em bi suy than?”

T6i siét tay anh, ding ngon tay cai ca 1én nhirg ngon tay anh. R rang la anh khong tin. Thong tin
trén mang da canh bio trude voi 101 1a co thé anh s phan rng nhu thé.

“Vi em d3 thy céc triéu chirg cta minh trén mang.”



Anh cau may, mdt tay cha xat quai ham. “Nhiing tri¢u chirng gi?”’

T6i nhin chdm cham véo ti vi. Pi thao luin chuyén tiéu tién cua minh voi ban trai that chiang binh
thuong chit nao. P6 la di€u ban s€ chang bao gio that su cd1 md, cho du hai ngudi da yéu nhau bay
nam di1 nira.

“Nudc ti€u cua em c6 bot. Chung ndi bot va trén mang néi nudc tieu co6 bot 1a mét tri€u chirng cta
suy than.”

Dan cudi ril ruoi dén ndi rét tir xd-pha xuong san nha. Toi ha hoc miéng nhin anh, roi cti ngudi t6i
trudce, thui vao canh tay cing nhu thép cta anh.

“Sao anh cudi ha Dan? Nging ngay, anh 1am em trong giong mot con ngoc tu suy dién.”

Anh chong nguo1 trén khuyu tay va vo1 nam tay toi.

“Anh xin 16i, Lucy. Anh khong nén cudi, khong nén lam thé khi em dang dimg & ctra tir. Em da bi
nhirng thtr c6-thé- xem-la-tri¢u-chirng nay bao lau r61?”

T61 nham dém trong dau. “Khoang mdt tuan. Khong, dling mot tuan. Tinh tir thir S4u tuan trude.”

“Thé thir Sdu tuan trudc ching ta da mua cai gi, thr ma em bao 1a rat can day?”

T61 van veo rit tay ra va trung miat nhin Dan, T6i chir khong phai ai khac, dang boc bach cdi 1ong,
vay ma anh lai dang n6i v&i toi vé chuyén mua sam. Dan bi sao thé?

“Em khong nhé, Dan. Ching ta da mua cai gi?”

“Mot chat 1am sach toa 1ét méi c6 thé khir trung trong gidy 1at.”

“Thi sao?”

Anh nhudng chan may. “Em khong phai 1a nguoi duy nhat thay nude tiéu st bot sudt tuan qua.”

“Cai gi co?”

“Lucy, em dung la chdm ti€y.” Dan vura nd1 vua hich vao hong t61. “Em dang tiéu vao chat lam sach
toa 1ét. D6 1a 1y do ma nudce tiéu ctia em st bot.”

T61 ngac nhién, nhin anh khong chdp mat. “Vay la em khong bi suy than a?”

“Khong, Lucy.” Dan ddo tron mat. “Em khong b1 suy than.”

T6i cudi pha 1én. “Oi, Chia oi, em that 1a ngoc!”

Dan nga nguoi dya lung vao x6-pha va kéo t61 vao vong tay, ngoi trén nguoi anh. Anh cudi au yém
va vén toc ra khoi mat to1.

“Anh s€ lam gi néu khong c6 em day Lucy Brown?” Anh khé héi va diu dang hon toi.

To1 gitt khuon mat anh trong tay va hon tra lai. Va cam thay nhu thé trén do1 nay chang con gi tuyét
vO1 hon thé nira. Va t61 da dung.

Cu61 ngay hom sau to1 s€ chét, nhung khong phai do suy than.



CHUONG 2

Sang hom say, lic tinh_giac t6i van con cudi. Dan dang nam canh, chiéc chin 16ng vit mém mai dap
trén lan da tran. Anh van say ngd, hang 16ng mi den dai kh€ rung. T61 ludt ngon tay cai doc theo quai
ham, r61 hon 1én moé1 anh.

“Dan,” t01 thi tham, “ngay mai ching ta s€ 1a vo chong.” Anh ctr dong, gac canh tay nang trich 1én
nguc to1, kéo to1 sat hon.

“Anh yéu em,” Dan lam bam.

“Em ciing yéu anh,” t0i nhe nhang nhic tay aph [én va chudi ra khoi giuong. Pong hd chi mudi gio.

Muoi gio! Toi chop lay cai danh sach ‘viéc can lam’ dai dang dic dat trén ti dau givong va rén ri.
T61 vira méi 16 vai viée va van pha1

a/ Sao chép lai tat ca so do bd tri, sap xép. Minh quyét dinh chon cay but bang bac cam trén soi
‘muon’ tir bai bién Brighton.

b/ Hoan tit viéc bay bién ban tiéc (hoa loa kén cudng dai cdm trong binh thﬁy tinh trong sudt).

¢/ Goi tho chyp anh dé ban bac vé viéc chup anh tiéc. Minh van khong chic Dan c6 choang trudc
chiéc nhdn cudi qua choi 16a ctia minh khong,

T6i thdy danh sach d6 co qua nhiéu viéc phai lam. Dan phaj giup mot tay thoi. To1 ngoai lai nhin
nhung anh dang ngay déu déy, moi khé hé, vii nira mat tropg g6i. Du ma anh han 1én nhirng nép trong
khi ngu, anh van trong qué dién trai nén 01 khong thé roi mat dugc.

Ngay tir 4nh mat dau tién toi da biét minh s& cudi Dan. That ra, khong phai hoan toan 1a thé - dau
do gitra 1an hen ho dau tién cua ching to1 thi ding hon. T61 dé xuat di xem mot bd phim ngh¢ thuat &
rap, nhung n6 qua chan dén noi to61 ngu ga ngu gat nira cudi phim.

“Bd phim thu Vi ” sau d6 Dan nhan xét. “Rat, rat, dai.”

To1 khong muon anh nghi minh cling chan ngat nhu bd phim nén cd clru van bang ¥ kién di an toi.
Khi Dan goi y ching t6i di vé chd anh ay va goi giao d6 dn tai nha, t6i nhay cang 18n trudc 101 dé nghi
do. Vay la budi hen ho khong han that bai hoan toan. Van c¢6 thoi gian dé lam anh 4n tuong trudce tai di
dom va ca tinh cua toi.

Chang t61 c6 mot cudc chuyén tro lich su trén duong di bo vé chd anh roi ngo1 ,mz_‘lt—ké—mét trén
chi€c x0-pha cii rich ctia anh an ngon lanh hop mi xao ga. Can phong hoan toan yén ang, chi c6 tiéng
nhai va nuot va t61 hoan toan hai lbng v61 ban than minh - cho dén khi bung minh s61 ung yc mot cach
dang ngai. Chét tiét. Vi phan khich ma 01 quén mat tac hai cua thirc dn Tau v&i hé tiéu hoa ctia minh.
Bung t01 nhu phmh ra gap doi va ciic quan gan bung ra. Do chang phai 14 canh trong hay ho gi. Toi
ngo1 van veo de cO lam giam ap luc.

“Em c6 mudn nghe chut nhac khong?” Dan hoi, xoan mi lai trén cai nia, hoan toan chang biét dén
sur khon kho cua to1.

Y kién hay, dtng, rat tuyét. Co 1& di vai budc trong phong s& 1am tinh hinh kha hon.

“Chac roi,” toi tra 101, dung day va bi mat hop bung vao. “Em phai noi voi anh 1a gu nghe nhac cua
em rat khac thu’ong day, ngai Harding.”

Dan ngirng an va cuoi toe voi toi. “That sao? Vay thi cir ty nhién, lam anh an tuong di.”

“Nhat dinh.”

T6i c6 thé cam nhan d6i mat anh gan trén méng minh lc t6i di dén dau kia cin phong,

“Hum, ching ta ¢6 gi day?” Toi ndi ‘em biét loai nhac minh thich’ bang giong kha nhit ctia minh.
Nhirng dia CD trén cliing qua ning so voi gu, vi vay t6i ngdi xom dé tim phia dudi.

Vi danh ram.

N6 giong nhu tiéng ken trumpet goi ban tinh cia mot con voi hoang da, chi 1a t¢, t¢ hon rat nhiéu.

To6i dong ctng. Néu toj khong di chuyén thi diéu d6 di khong xay ra (6i, lay Troi 1a vi 1y do phi
thuong nao d6 ma Dan chang nghe thay gi). T61 4p tay 1€n hai gdo ma dé bung va ndi diéu dau tién ndy



ra trong dau: “Van san nha anh cot ket phai khong?”

Dan khit miii vi cuoi. Anh cyo1, va cudi vang, cuol chay nedc mat dén no1 to1 nghi anh s€ khong
bao gid nin cudi. Roi t6i1 cling bat dau cuodi theo. Chinh nu cudi vo tu, ngd ngo trén khudn mit va tiéng
cu01 ngdy tho nhu tré con ctia anh da 1am t61 cudi khac khich. Sao ma toi théy khong khéi hai co ch?
Néu Dan c6 thé khién toi tir cydi minh trong tinh huong ma toi that sy mudn don tho hodc chét vi xau
ho, thi t6i khong mudn séng phan doi con lai V01 a1 khac ntra.

T6i roi mat khoi khuon mit dang say ngu, gap danh sach va dat n6 lai trén ban dau giuong. Du sao
thi “viéc can lam’ c¢6 thé dqgi thém vai phut nira, c6 mot viéc t61 muon lam trudc. Toi dich nguol ting
chut dé xudng givong, di vé phia ti quan 4o & dau kia phong. Va n do, nam trong mot cai tai vai kéo
phéc-mo-tuya khong thaim nudc 1a chiéc 4o cudi trong mo cua toi. Toi da thir rat nhi€u cai cung Anna
va Jess, ban than nhat, truéc khi quyet dinh mua céi nao. Mot cal vdy mau trang su6n thang - vo1 mai
toc dai, den va lan da nhot nhat khién toi trong qua xanh xao. Mot cai vay qua diém dua cting the, trr
phi ban gay gio xugng va phang nhu det, néu khong chung trong nhu dan ting cuc 1én nguoi. Va 1di
bon t61 tim thay chiéc vay ndy - mau nga va cup nguc, mép nguc 4o vién nhiing hat ngoc trai nho tinh
xa0. NO khong qué phang, cung khong qua rudm ra. N6 hoan hao.

“Lucy,” tiéng Dan goi, “em dang lam gi thé?”

To1 dong sam cura lai va quay nhao nhao. “Anh ching thay gi, ding khong? Noi voi em 1a anh chua
thay vay cudi cua em di.”

Dan kéo chin xuéng dudi cam va mat nham mat md nhin toi. “Anh thay roi.”

“Khong thé nio?” Tir ngit tu dong phat ra tir c¢6 hong toi.

“Tat nhi€n la anh chua thay, ngdc a,” anh cud1 nhan nhéd. “Em cAm anh m& cai ctra d6 - nhd chi?”

A dting, ¢6 dong chir viét tay ‘Ping Tu Chui Pau Vao Hinh Phat DPau Bén Hon Cai Chét” dan trén
canh ctra. To1 nghi ngo nhin lai Dan. “Vay tai sao anh no1 vi em la anh thay r61?”

“Anh chi tréu em thoi.”

T6i phong nhu bay, nhay Ién trén giudng va dam thim thup vao tim chin 16ng vit.

“Hom nay anh khong dugc phép tréu em, Daniel Harding.”

“Tai sao khong?”

“Vi hom nay 1a ngay truée 18 cudi, d6 1a 1y do,” toi tra 101, ddm manh vao vai anh.

“Co 18 gio khong phai luc dé thi nhan véi em 1a anh cling da tim thdy mon qua em mua cho anh
chang?”

“Cai gi?”

Anh tim lay t61 va kéo t61 tra vao nguoi. “Hahaha! Anh lai tréu dugc em lan nita!”

To61 dinh bao anh la ‘quy str’, hay t€ hon thé, nhung anh da hon t61 trude khi tir ngft thodt khoi moi.

Luc tdm gio to1, sau mugi tieéng dong hd goi dién thoai dién cudng, tham hoa hoa loa keén, con bao
but bang bac va vai nhat cat sac 1ém, t61 hon tam biét Dan ngay ngudng ctra. To1 chi dinh hon phdt
nhung anh con hon ¢4 nhiét tinh.

“Leén lau nao em,” anh nai ni, ngl‘rng 6m hon dé vudt ve mong toi.

To61 kién quyet keo tay anh ra. Téi nay anh dinh ng tai nha anh trai va da tré ba tiéng - chang phai
vi anh giup t01 bat cir viéc gi trong danh sach. 0 khong, anh ra ngoai nam tiéng dong ho dé chuan bi
tién-doi-trai, ma t6i hét strc nghi ngo' qua mui xa bong tam trén da va hoi tho day mui men, la c6 lién
quan dén phong tap thé hinh r6i vai gig trong quan rugu. Nguoi ngoai nhin vao, s€ nghi anh chang ban
tam dén viéc mai la ngdy trong dai nhat doi cua hai chung toi. To1 nhin dong hd. Toi chi co chua day
mot tiéng dé tam rira, chudn bi chut d6 an va don dep nha cira trude khi Anna va Jess dén chuan bi cho
dém-tién-doi-doc- than.

“Pi em!” Dan lai nai ni.
“Khong,” t61 kién quyét. “Anh phai di. Em c¢6 nhi€u vi¢c phai lam lam.”
Anh cui dau va nhin t61 bang d61 mat ndu m¢ to rau ri nhiat ma binh thuong s€ lam t61 mu long.



“Anh s€ mat-xa lung cho em.”

To1 lac dau. “Khong duge, Dan. Anh di di ma!”

“DPugc roi, dugce roi, anh di day, anh di day,” anh noi1 khi t61 né cai 6m va day anh di.

. TO1 nhin anh budc xudng, bo vest treo trong tai vat qua vai, mi chop doi héch mot bén dau. Dén

cong anh dung budc va quay dau lai.

“S& khong c6 gi bat thuong xdy ra vao ngay mai chir?”” anh héi. “Khong hiéu tir dau ma anh c6 mdt
linh cam xau.”

T61 nhudng may va tang cho anh mot “anh mat”, chinh 13 4nh mét c6 thé 1am 1ii tré im bit trong tich
tic. Dan chi cuoi foe.

“Sao chir? Em biét 1a da qua tré dé hity r6i.” Dan néi tiép.
T6i nhin anh_ chdm chiam, bung xoan lai. Chang 1& anh khong biét t6i da hao tam ton lwc dén mirc
nao dé c6 mot 18 cudi dé doi sao? Anh khong thay toi d4 hy sinh biét bao cudc hen dé hoan thanh moi

thtr trong khi anh van di che chén voi ban be hay nam gac chan xem phim sa0? Anh da bao gio cam on
t6i chwa? Anh dd bao gid noi 1 anh hiéu toi phai vat va thé nao chwa?

“Po khong phai 1a chuyén dua. That sy khong phai 1a chuyén dé dem ra ma dua.”

Nu cuo1 bién mat va anh nhiin vai. “Em can nghi xa hoi. Luce.”

Nghi xa hoi u? Tai sao dan 6ng luén bao phu nit nghi xa hoi trong khi ho hoan toan binh thuong co
chit? Hon nira, t01 c6 quyén byc minh. Tai btra sang, anh co thuyét phyc t0i 1a anh s€ noi ‘c6 vg gan
nhu sam kinh khung ctia 161’ ltic thé nguyén, va suot bira trua, Dan ném ¢ banh mi qua t61 tuyén b6 anh

s& bat day cudc chién thire 4n tai tiéc chiéu dai. Gid anh 1a1 dua cot vé chuyén huy 1& cudi. Tro dua
ctia anh dén day da két thuc chua? Toi ¢6 ngdm miéng lai nhung tir ngit ¢l tudn ra.

“Trong truong hgp anh khong nhan ra, Dan, thi sudt ca nam qua em lén ké hoach t6 chirc 18 cudi
nay va lo dén mat ngu.”

“Anh cling c6 tham gia, anh da thué DJ[3] cho tiéc chiéu dai.”

“Cha. Anh goi cho ban anh va bao anh ta mang bd suu tap theo. Anh that 13 gioi day.”

Dan {rong co6 ve soc. “Em c6 biét anh da mat bao nhiéu thoi gian dé chon ra nhitng bai do khong‘7
Anh mu6n bai nao cung phai hoan hao, dé thé hién nhitng khoanh khic dic biét ctia chung ta dé..

T6i dua tay 1én ngit ngang. “Vi vay anh nghe vai cai dia phai khong? Chua oi, mot thur thagh qua
16n do6i vgi anh nhi. Vi anh ghét nghe nhac, phai khong? D6 chi 13 viéc nhé. Em cling thich ng61 trén
san nha uong bia va hat theo, nhung thay thi th¢ em phai 1ai xe khap thanh phé dé chon ca vat, va hoa
cail a0, va no hoa cudi, va...”

“Chung ta nging tranh cai duoc khong?” Dan ngat 101, nhin t6i nhu thé toi sap giy su. “Anh nghi 1a
em khong mudn anh quan quanh lam phién. Anh nghi d6 1a diéu em mudn.”

“Dieu em tirng muon, diéu em muon, la anh nghiém tic vé1 ddm cudi cua ching ta. Ca ngay hom
nay anh ding la cai nhot & méng.”

Dan nhtn vai, mé cong va suyt vap khi anh dimng lai. “Anh yéu em, Lucy Brown.” Anh la 16n lac
tim chia khoa va chui vao xe.

'Toi dong ctra trudce, tira tran 1én twong hanh lang va thd dai. Oi, Chia oi, t6i bi sao thé nay? Chang
giong t61 chut nao khi phan Gmg gay gat trudc cau dua binh thuong, nhung sy cang thang tich tu su6t
may thang qua da 1én dén dinh diém va toi khong thé nén hon nira. Tuy vay, t01 khong nén xa cang
thang 1én dau Dan. Anh chi lam yiéc ma anh lu6n lam khi t61 mét moi hay cang thang - c6 lam tdi cuot.
Pung vay, doi khi anh ngoc nghech va co chat dién khung, nhu’ng voi t01 anh hoan hao. Anh cao (t61
cao mot mét bay), toc den (toc (o1 cung den, nhiéu nhung kho) va hét stc dién trai. Toi yéu moi thor &
anh, tir cai mong chic va doi mat ndu am 4p cho dén chd £0 nho trén mii do tai nan maj me tranh bong
bau duc lac nho. Va anh yéu toi, ké ca khi t6i cau ban vi cang thang. D6 1a chua ké dén su ca tin, dé
xtic d6ng dén ngd ngan, va hoi chu:ng nam sap[4] cua anh.

Toi quyét dinh s& goi cho,anh trude khi di ngi dé xin 16i vi di 1a cd-dau-cau-ban-kinh-khing luc
ba chan bon cang chay 1én cau thang. T61 chua no1 “Em cling yéu anh” khi anh ro1 di va tr trude to1



210 chua bao gio noi cau doé vaoi anh. Toi ludn ndi em cling vay.

T61 dung trén dinh cau thang va lyc trong tai quan jean tim danh sach ‘viéc can lam’. Gan muc thi
muoi - qua cudi cho Dan - 1a mot cau hoi nghéch ngoac bang but bi. To1 da mua cho anh may cai khuy
ming-sét cai tay 4o bang bac, nhung chung chua dac biét 1am. Mang—set chang thé hién hoan hao rang
‘day la ngay hanh phuc nhat doi em’ dung khong? No gidng ‘em 1a nguoi ban gai nghéo tri tudng
tugng. Sang ndm em sé mua may khoan lam quél Giang sinh cho anh’ hon.

T6i nhét manh gidy vao trong vi va tho than di vao phong tam. Chua day mot tleng nira Anna va
Jess s& dén cho tiéc-tién-doi-ddc-than voi sdm panh, nhac, vi vay t0i can tinh tim va suy nghi. Toi coi
quan 40, mo radio, thu gidn trong lan bot 4m &p va nghi dén nhirng diéu hanh phtc. Chua day hai muoi
tu gio nira to1 s€ la Lucy Harding, ba Daniel Harding. Tam biét Lucy Brown nhé!

Khi nhirng ngon tay, ngon chan nhan lai nhu nho kho, t61 budc ra khoi bon tim va voi léy cai khan.
Do 1a luc to1 chot nghi ra mon qua hoan hao danh cho Dan da & trén gac mai. Hai tudn tryde toi 1am
cudc tong vé sinh va Dan tong hét may thung qua luu ni¢m cua t61 1én gac mai. No chira day nhirng ki
niém ctia hai chiing t6i: t3 roi cta cac ban nhac, anh, do nit trang re tin, thu, vo so, buu thiép va cap
vé xem phim 1an hen ho dau tién cua chung t61. That hoan hao néu t61 dat cap vé xem phim vao mot caj
hop dung ming-sét va ting anh sau 18 cudi - mot thir mdi mé dé mung 18 cudi va thtr gi d6 xa xua dé
ky niém lan hen ho dau tién.

Trudce tién to1 phai timra cap vé da.

To61 mo ctra sap, leo 1€n gac mai voi cai sao va dat doj chan wat 1én tham dé kéo 1é cai thang 1€n
trén d6. Toi tréo 1én thanh trén cung cua thang va tim kiém. Cai thung cao hon tAm vé&i cua to1 vai
phan.

“Chét tiét.”

N6 nhu tréu nguoi. Chi can t6i nhon thém vai phan, tdi s& l1dy duoc céi thung. Toi ding nhon trén
dau ngon chan va cham to1 canh thung. Cai thang kéu cot ket va lung lay, ro1 d6 sang mot bén. To1 hét
1én, chup hut luc cai khan tam r&t khoi nguot va roi tu do.

Y nghi dau tién xuat hién trong qua trinh roi xudng tham 1a - chét tiét, tdi quén cai chét an toan trén
thang. Ti€p do 1a - nd s¢ rat, rat dau.

Va rat dau that, nhung chi trong mot tich tac.

Dau t61 dap vao lan can, c6 t61 gdy rac va ngudi toi ro1 am xudng tham.

Va chuyén la thé. T61 da chét.



CHUONG 3

Khi mo miat, t6i chi thiy mau xam, thip thoang nhirng doi chan bydc qua. Chang co a1 durng lai hoi to1
co On khong Tuyét that, t01 nghi luc lac dau, ro 1a t61 vira roi xudng ngay gitra duong Oxford. Chuyén
quai quy g1 vira xay ra thé?

T6i chong mot khuyu tay dtng day va nhin xuéng ngudi minh dé kiém tra xem c6 bi thwong ¢ dau
khong.

Va nhan ra minh hoan toan khoa than.

“Khoooooong,” t6i vira rén ri vira cudn tron lai theo tu thé bao thai. “Khong, khong pha1 la glac
mo 13a thé di mua sam nita chir.” Néu toi khong tinh day ngay, t0i s& tién t6i phan hai ctia gidc mo voi
su xut hién ctia tit ca ban trai cii va ho chi vao toi, cudi nhao.

T61 chd cho nhitng doi chan lang bot va cham cham duang day, mot tay che chd kin, tay con lai 6m
lay ngue. Vay quanh to1 1a v s6 nguoi 0 moi Ira tu6i, moi ching toc, moi ton giao ¢ trén doi. Ho
mdc nhiing by vest cong s0, mang che mat, vay da hoi, dong phuc bénh vién, d6 1an, 40 khoac va quan
40 ngl. Va tat ca déu mo nhat gan nhu trong mo, am de_lm_ T6i chot nghi minh dugc moi tham du bira
ti¢c hoa trang ki quai nhat trén doi.

Chi 12 chang c6 ti nhac nao.

Toan bo chd nay qua yén tinh voi nhiéu budc chan nhu thé, thinh thoang vang 1én tleng than hay rén,
va tleng vo vo vang dén tir xa xa. Moi nguoi nhin chim charn & trén dau va khi t6i giao tiép bang mat
v6i ho, ho ngay ra dom toi. N6 gidng nhu sinh vién nim nhat & truong dai hoc. Nhung ching co ti bia
nao. Hay DJ. Hay san nhay disco. Tham chi chang c6 1ay mot burc tudng, chi toan nhitng dam may 16m,
t6i tim mang diém go & trén dau.

To1 ket luan, day 1a bira tiéc t€ nhat minh tirng tham gia. Va da dén luc ra ve.

“Tht 161,” t0i cat o1, huych nhe canh tay mot phu nit tré mac trang phuc xua thoi Victoria. Co ta
nhin chong choc xuyén qua to1 va tiép tuc budc di. Toi dudi theo co ta, ro1 dot nhién khyng lai. Tay va
chan t61 xam xit nhu banh gao truong hoc.

“Chuyén gi xay ra voi1 toi theé nay?” Toi hoi, chdp lay canh tay mot ong 1ao c6 mai toc bu xu. “Tai
sao nguoi to1 lai xam xit?”’

Ong ta gat tay t6i ra va tip ténh budc di.

“Pugc thoi, di roi day, t6i muon tinh day,” t6i gao 1én. “Toi phai chuan bi 1& cudi.”

Chang c6 gi xay ra, va t6i cam thiy mot ludng sang trong dau minh va ca nguoi ngra rAm ran. Toi
chua ting trai qua con hoang loan nao ké tir khi bd me mat, nhung van con nhé nhitng triéu chirng.

“Lucy,” mot giong nam 4t ca tiéng vo ve. “Lucy Brown, & yén tai chd.”

T6i dong climg. Ngudi d6 biét toi 12 ai.

“() day,” t6i la lén, nhic canh tay 6m nguc ra va vay trong khong khi. “T6i o day.”

, Pam dong ré ra va toi thay dinh mot cai dau héi toc vang di chuyen vé phia minh. To1 lap tirc ngdi

Ngal'”

Vai gidy sau, mot nguoi dan 6ng béo lun budce 1€n xuyén qua dam dong va dua tay ra.

“Chic han ¢6 1a Lucy,” giong ong ta nhu hét hoi. “Thanh that xin 16i vi di dén tré. Ta nén & day don
chao luc co dén.”

“Cai quai gi dang xay ra vay? Toi dang khoa than!”

“A, dang 1 vay,” ong ta 13p lai, nhu thé d6 1a diéu binh thudng nhat trén doi. “Co c6 mudn mot tim
phu khong?”

T61 quan sat ong ta luc loi trong tii 4o, vest va rit ra mot tam phu mau trang nh ao thuat gia lay
khan choang tir mot cai mu. Ong ta dua tim phu cho toi kém mot cai nhin thdu hiéu va tdi quan no
quanh ngudi roi dimg day. Nguoi ban méi cua tdi 1in tit, vang hoe. Pung 12 6ng ta 1ap 16a tir dinh dau



bong loang cho t0i chd 16ng ngodn chan 19 ra khoi bo vest bing vai tuyt. Cdp chan may ram vién trén
d6i mat va mot cai miii rong nam giira hai go ma phing phinh, bén trén cai miéng twoi cuoi. Trong ong
ta giong hét birc anh ctia Bob Hoskinss).

“Pay 1a mo sao0?”” T61 hoi.

“Ta la Bob,” nguoi dan 6ng vui vé dap lai, dua tay ra. “Rat vui duoc gip c6 7

T6i biét ma. Chi 13 t6i biét ma. Stress ludn 1am t6i mo dén nhirng nguo1 | ndi tiéng dugc ménh danh
1a lanh lung nhung khong phai thé - nhat 13 khi ban két thuc giac mo bang canh 4n ai voi Noel

Edmondsie]. Toi chua bao gio xem game show Deal or No Deal[7] ma khong co ram ngudi lai sudt ca
thang sau.

“Hoskins dung khong?” t6i cudi tu min, bat tay 6ng ta.

“Sai,” ong ta dap vo1 vé boi ro1 “Thanh Bob, em ho Thanh Peter. D1 véi ta.” Trudce khi t61 co thé
trd 101, Ong ta tim lay tay to1 va lao vao ddm dong. Toi1 sy chan va b1 vap lac 6ng ta kéo to1 theo.

“Khong xa dau. Ngay gan ddy thoi.” Ong ta gap gap noi.

Chinh vao lac t6i_dinh xin tam ngiig dé nghi thi chung t6i len qua nhitng ngudi cudi clng va tdi
mot canh ctra bang go to. Bob tha tay to1 ra va lyc tim trong tui.

“Aha!” Ong ta reo 1én khi 16i ra mdt chiéc chia khoa tir trong ti 4o vest, r6i md canh cira. “Vao
trong do va ngf)i xuong.”

T6i nheo mét nhin quanh cin phong va ¢ dinh vi mot cai ghé. Ca can phong choi 16a va i chang
nhin thiy gi.

“Thtr 16i,” Bob néi va lai luc tim trong tai 40. “Nhitng thir ndy c6 thé trg gitip.”

Ong ta dua cho t6i vai cai kinh rAm. Chung trong nhu kiéu kinh ctia Elton John tir thoi nhitng nim
bay muoi, nhung to61 kim lai khao khat manh li€t go1 canh sat thoi trang va deo chung. Moi thir 1ap tlrc
tré nén to1 10 mo va to1 chdp mat nhu mot con lac da loan tri gitra bao cat.

Cén phong rong hon t01 twong nhiéu. Tran nha hinh mai vom 16n dugc cham khic hinh cdy co, con
nguqi, myong thi va san nhd bang g6 den bong loang. Chinh gitra phong, dap vao mat, 1a mot cai ban
to bang go dai ngya va nhiéu ghé da thoi nit hoang Anne & hai bén. Bob dang ngoi trén cai ghé doi
dién v&i toi.

Ong ta mim cudi. “Ngoi di Lucy, clr ngdi trén mot cai ghé”

To1 than trong ngd1 xuong mot cai ghé trong, nhu thé dang trong do1 mot tieng quat cat 1én, “bi cho
khac ng61, d6 mong to.”

“Day co6 phai 1a mo khong Bob?”” T61 hoi, vi cai ghé chang phan rng 1ai nén t61 co chan va gap lai.

Ong ta lac dau. “Diéu cuoi cung ¢ nhd 1a gi?”

“To61 leo 1én mot cai thang va co lay cho Dan mon qua trén gac mai,” tr nglr ty tudn trao, “roi toi
nga va bi dap vao dau.” Toi hit mot hoi. “To1 bi ngat, phai khong?”

Bob lai lac dau.

“Toi dang, toi dang hon mé trong bénh vién va Dan dang dimg canh giwdng bat ca khuc My heart
will go on’ cua Celine Dion dé c6 lam t01 m& mit, anh 4y goi ca khiic d6 1a “My fartis] will do on,” ké
tir 1an hen ho dau tién cua ching toi vi.

“Lucy nay!”

“Sao, Bob?”

“Co s€ khong tinh lai dau.”

“To61 s& tinh.”

“Khong, c0 s€ khong tinh lai.”

“T61 s€ tinh.”

“Lucy,” Bob thi thim, nghiéng vé phia trudc, “co da chét.”

“Tbi di dy, Bob,” tdi vira noi vira ding day va di vé phia canh cira. “Toi s& néi vdi Dan 13 t6i yéu



anh ay, rang toi xin 16i vi di cai nhau, va t6i khong thé chd dén ngay mai dé cudi anh 4y, va riang...”
To1 giat manh canh ctra. Bén ngoai, vo s6 ké mo a0 vay thanh vong tron quanh toi.
“Tinh day di Lucy,” to1 tu véo vao canh tay minh.
_Cai véo chang dau vi vay t6i va vao mit minh. Chuyén gi xay ra voi toi thé nay? Sao tdi chang cam
thay gi c4?
“Lucy,” Bob goi, “quay vao trong lai di nao.”
_To1 lirng thitng di vao trong phong, tay nam lung ghé. “Lam on gitp t61 tinh lai di Bob, t61 khong
thé tur lam.”
“Co s& khong bao gio tinh lai dau Lucy. Pay 1a ¢di trung gian, nam giita thién dudng va dia nguc.
Ta e 1a c6 da chét that ro1.”
“C3i trung gian,” t6i pha tro, “d6 1a mdt cau lac bd méi trong thanh phd a?”
R6i moi thir t6i den nhu myc.



CHUONG 4

V&i mot ngudi nhd con thi Bob khoe dén kinh ngac. Ong ta nhac t6i vao phong nhu thé toi nhe nhu
16ng hong, va gitr t61 chat cing. Ngu¢i ong ta nong nhu binh nude séi va dng ta gitt to1 cang lau toi
cang cam thay binh an. Lic 6ng ta cham cham dit t61 xuong ghe, t61 cam thay thoair mai nhu thé minh
vira uong hét ca chai rugu (ma khong hé say).

“Co6 6n khong, Lucy?” Bob udm hoi.

To1 gat dau. Toi1 da chét va co thé di may ve gid. Hodc dang 1énh bénh trén may trong khi nhirng
cau bé miim mim 18y canh quat cho t01.

T6i quan sat Bob budc vé chd va md cubn sach to dat trén ban. Ong ta 14t qua cac trang sach, dirng
lai dé liém dau ngon tay béo tron.

“To1 s€ xuong dia nguc phai khong?” Tu nglr ctr sit lai v&i nhau, ludi t61 nhu dong cliing trong
mi¢ng. “To1 khong dinh trom nhitng d61 hoa tai trong cira hang H&M[9]. Chiing tu ro1 vao trong tii.”

_ Ong ta cudi vang. “Khong, Lucy, cd s& khong xudng dia nguc dau. C6 & cdi trung gian vi cd chua
san sang dé chét.”

Chét tiét, khong, t061 nghi trong dau, nhung khong du strc dé noi nén 101.

“Vay l1a,” ong ta ti€p tuc, do ngdn tay xuong dudi trang giay, “co 1a Lucy Brown, hai muoi tam tuoi,
con ddc nhat cua Judith va Malcolm Brown, da chét.”

Toi diéng ca nguoi lic ong ta doc tén cha me. Oi, Lay Chua, Cha..

To61 da khong gap ho ké tir naim hai muwoi hai tudi. Tir trudng dai hoc t01 vé nha nghi 1& Phuc sinh va
buc boi vi cha me quyét dinh di nghi & Rhodes[10] ma khong cho t6i theo cting. Hai tudn nghi 18 t6i s&
chi ¢c6 mdt minh, budc phai 1am ban véi mdt con meo va sach tdm 1y kinh doanh. Tham chi Dan ciing
chang ¢ canh dé lam t61 phan chan. Anh ¢ lai Manchester 1am boi ban ban thoi gian dé kiém hoc phi.

To1 chi & nha c6 hai ngay sau do6 trong tho1 gian cha me go1 ghém do dac cho chuyén di ro1 ve lai
truong. Khi xe 1an banh me tho dau ra ctra s6 va b1 mac ket.

“Hen som gdp con, Looby-Lou,” me t61 hét to. “Cha me yéu con!”

Hai canh sat dén bao tin. Nt canh sat ng61 canh to1 trén ghé va ndi, “to1 rat tiec,” trong khi ly tach
trong chan kéu loang xoang do vién canh sat kia pha tra. D6 1a tai nan giao thong trén mot con duong
hut gi6 vao ngay thir tu cua hanh trinh.

To1 chang nhé o6 nhitng gi xay ra trong hai tuan ti€p theo. Dan xuong Brighton véi tdi va to1 luon
cam nhan dugc vong tay cua anh quanh minh, giong né1 diu dang cua anh bén tai. Cai chét ctia cha me
phé huy t61. T61 nghi minh s€ v& tan va khong thé hoi phuc, nhung Dan 6m t61 moi dém va noi rang anh
s& khong bao gi¢ ro1 xa to1. Toi that sy nghi la chung t61 s€ bén nhau mai mai. Toé1 nghi ching to1 s€
sOng vo1 nhau dén ngay dau bac rang long,

“Lucy,” giong no1 diu dang ctia Bob cdt ngang luong suy nghi cua to1i. “Lucy, c6 6n cht? C6 muon
nghi mot 14t khong?”

Toi 4p hai tay 1én mit. Hai ma t6i dAm nudc mat.

“Ho ¢ dau?” to1 hoi, cd hong thit lai. “Cha me to61 ¢ dau?”

“Ho ¢ trén thién dudng.”

To1 duing bat day va hudng qua bén kia cai ban. “To1 ¢6 thé gdp ho khong? T61 c6 thé no1 chuyén
v61 ho khong?”

“Cé theé, nhung trudc tién cd can phai ra mt quyét dinh.”

“Loai quyét dinh gi?”

Ong ta ngoanh mit di, ban tay cha trén cai dau bong ludng. “C6 phai lua chon - gitta cha me va
Dan.”

“Lya chon g1?” Téi thic mic, bat ra khoi ghé, khong con cam thiy yén binh nita. Bob nhin mit va



chinh lai ca-vat. “Ta nghi c6 nén di voi ta.”

To1 voi va di theo sau Ong ta hudng vé mdt canh ctra khac ¢ bén kia hanh lang. C6 cach dé gap lai
Dan. Nhung 1am thé nao? Co 1€ t61 van chua chét han va Bob c6 thé lam t61 song lai bang cach vay
cay dua than cua ong ta. Do 1a ly do t61 van chua 1én thién dudng voi cha me. Hay co € Bob c6 the
bién cho Dan c6 mit ¢ can hg dung luc de hoi sinh tim phdi11]. Toi s& mo mat va anh ay s€ noi1, “Ta
on Chuaa! Oi Lucy, anh cur ngd da mat em,” va chiing t61 hon nhau, cudi nhau, song hanh phuc tron doi.
Moi thir s€ On ca.

To1 nin thd khi Bob tra chia khda vao canh cira, Co gi ¢ dang sau canh ctra? London chang? Con
duong nha t61 chang? Can hg cua to61 chang? Hay tran bénh vién? Céanh cura cot ket mo ra. “Day,” Bob
noi1, hoi cui nguoi va dua tay ra, “la lwa chon cua ¢6.”

Tim t61 chung xudng. Trudc mat to1 1a haj thang cuon mo do. Mot cai hudng 1én trén va ghi la
“Lén”, cai kia ghi “Xuong”. Pinh mt cai bién mat trong man may m¢o 4o trén dau, con cai kia dan
xuong lan suong mu xam xit.

Bob chi vao cai thang cuon hudng 1én trén. “Cai nay s€ dan co 1€n thi€n duong voi cha me dang

9

doi.

T6i ha héc miéng vi kinh ngac. Toi khong kim duogc. To6i khong thé tin 1a trén dinh thang kia, cha
me to1 dang do1 gap lai t61. T61 cO nuot xuodng cuc nghen noi ¢6 hong, c6 kim dé khong khoc nira.

“Con cai kia thi sa0?” t6i hoi, chi vao cai thang di xuong. “Cai kia s& dan di dau?”

“NO s€ mang cO tr¢d lai coi tran the.”

Toi da dung. Toi van chua chét han. Toi chi moi & diém dung ki bi ndo d6. T6i nhin chim chim
vao cai thang Ié€n va tim that lai khi tudng tuong ra hinh anh cha me doi & thién duong voi khudn mat
than thuong dang cuoi, vong tay mo rong. Co gi 01 khong nhan cai 6m chat tir nguoi cha cao 1on va
cal siét tir me, mii t01 s€ tran ngap mui keo xit toc L'Oréa] va nudc hoa J’ adore ctia Dior khi me siét
chat to61 vao long Chi ¢6 ba ngudi trén doi tung dem dén cho toi cam giac yén binh va duoc yéu
thuong, va to1 budc phai chon lya gitra ho. T61 phai 1am sao day?

TO1 nhin tir cai thang xuong dén cai thang lén va nguoc lai, dau nhu mudn nd tung. To1 nén chon cha
me hay Dan? Cha me da yéu thuong, nuoi nang toi tir nho va sau ndm qua khong dugc gip, hay Dan,
ngudi yéu toi hon bat ki ai trén do1 va muon danh phan do1 con lai ¢ bén to1.

To1 nghi vé cha me dang 6m 1ay nhau, nu cuo1 hy vong, ho hoi trén khuon mat, va ro1 vé Dan - Dan
l1a nguo1 tim thay thi the tran trudng trén gac mai cua to61, Dan 1a ngud1 6m t61 trong vong tay, clir goi
mai tén to1 gitra nhitng con nirc nG va lay to1 day.

“Con xin 16i,” t6i kh& noi véi cai thang 1én. “Con yeu cha me, rat nhiéu, va sudt nhung nam qua con
déu mo dén ngay gap lai cha me, dé 6m lay cha me, d¢€ n01 la con yéu cha me, nhung...” - To1 lau giot
nudc mat roi xudng ma, nhung 1a1 co giot khac ngay - ... nhung con chya chet han. Chua. Bob cho
con co hoi song lai va Dan chi ¢6 mot minh, anh ay cn con. Cha me hiéu diéu d6 ma, phai khong?

Chuing ta s€ lai c6 co hoi hanh phic bén nhau va con nghi cha me muon con hanh phc. Nhu’ng con s€
quay [ai. Mot ngdy ndo d6 con sé& quay lai va tit ca ching ta s& hanh phiic bén nhau, va. .

“Lucy, 6n ca chtr?”

TO1 x0 Ong ta ra khoi duong di va budce nhanh vé phia thang xudng trude khi co thé doi y. “Cam on
ong vé€ moi thir, nhung gid to1 s€ quay lai can h§ cua minh.”

Bob con nhanh hon Linford Christie[12]. Ong ta phong ra chan trudc t6i va dung ngay trén dau thang
xuong, dang hai tay ra.

“Do1 da, co khong thé budce 1€n cai thang nay cho td1 khi ta giai thich hét moi viéc.”

“Giai thich cai gi chi™ t6i noi, ¢o nhung khong thé vugt qua ong ta. “Néu toi di xudng cai thang do,
to1 s€ dugc trung phung vo1 Dan. Ong noéi t61 ¢6 thé gdp lai anh ay, ong noi...”

“Khong, t61 khong n6i thé,” Bob ndi nhu mot dtra tré hon ddi. “To6i ndi cd nén di véi ti. Toi khong
thé Iwa chon thay ¢6.”

“Lya chon gi?”



“Co c6 thé 1én thién dudng v6i cha me va doi Dan chét, hay tré lai ¢di tran nhu mot thanh vién ctia
hd1 ntra song nira chét.”

“Cai gi?”

“Mot thanh vién cua hoi nira séng nira chét.”

T61 mo miéng dinh noi, roi ngam lai khi hiéu ra Bob vira noi gi.

“T6i chi c6 thé quay lai néu i tré thanh mot... mot... thdy ma sao?” cudi clng toi hoi.

Bob gio mdt tay 1én. “Ching t6i thich cum tir nira song nira chét hon, Lucy. Du sao thi ¢6 ciing
dugc quay lai ¢oi tran thé nhu chua chét va phai hoan thanh mdt di€u ki¢n cho phép ¢6 tré thanh mot
hon ma. Ro1 sau d6 cd6 méi dugce gap Dan.”

Chi c6 thé 1a ma méi dugc gap Dan sao?

“Lucy, c6 6n chu?”

T61 1ac dau, hoan toan khong thé néi nén 101. Néu I1€n thién dudng to1 phai doi dén ngay Dan chét,
néu anh ay song tho, thi c¢6 nghia 14 t6i s& khong gip anh ay trong. .. t0i dém ngon tay... nam-muoi-mot
nam tro1! To1 that sy da chét. To1 1a mot con chudt sdéc, mot xac chet mot thi hai, mot con chim cuu da
tuyét chiing, mot cai dinh ctra, mdt... vat ki sinh, mot thir gi do khéng hin 13 hinh hai...

“Tai1 sao to1 khong thé 1a ma ngay? Tai sao to1 phai la thay ma trudc?”

“Nura song nira chét,” Bob dop lai.

“Goi sao chang dugc.”

“Piéu kién tr& thanh ma dugc quy dinh tai diéu 550.3,” Bob chap tay sau lung va dot nhién ra vé
rat nghiém trang, “ngudi vira chét phai c6 mot hanh dong cy thé gitp d& nguoi tot.”

“Vi du nhu gi?”

“Hirm,” Bob tim kiém trong tti 40 va lay ra thir gi d6 bang nhira, mau den trong nhu may tinh. Ong
ta bam vai phim, thd dai va ro61 bam thém vai phim nira.

“C0,” ong ta nhin thang vao 01, “s€ phai di tim tinh yéu dich thuc cho mot nguodi xa la ma trude
uly chua tung yéu.”

Vay sao? Tat ca nhitng gi t61 phai lam dé dugc trd thanh ma 1a di tim ban trai cho ai do6 a?

Lic con song toi timg mai moi cho vai ngudi ban. Pugc thoi, du chiang cap doi nao dj dén dau, that
ra thi mot ngu’orl ban ting ndi 1a t6i con tinh dén viéc han gin Vet thuong long cho ¢b ay bang ngudi

nhdi bong tha t6i tinh ¢ gip trén tau dién ngdm, nhung nhu thé khéng co nghia 1a t6i khong thé 1am
dugc. Chi 1a to1 chua gap may thoi.

“Tbi s& phai lam trong bao 1au?” Tbi thiac maic.

“Hai muoi mbt ngély ”

“Ong dua 4? Ba tuan dé tim ra tinh yéu dich thue cua ai d6? T6i mat hai-muoi-hai-nim méi tim
thdy Dan.”

Bob nhiin vai. “Quy dinh 1a hai muoi mdt ngay, Lucy. Chi can 1au hon mot ngay thi ¥ dinh trd thanh
ma s€ vinh vién khong bao gio thay doi dugc. S€ rat dau kho néu dugc 1én thién dudng ma tir choi, roi
lai that bai. Ong ta nhin vé phia nhitng khuon mat xam xit phia sau ching t61. “Khong ngung dau kho.”

To1 cam thay 6 161 vi da kho chiu véi nhirng nguoi tho than quanh minh bén ngoai vin phong Bob.
R0 rang 1a ho van choang voi nhirng gi da xdy ra voi ho. Toi khong thé trach ho. Toi vira biét rang toi
c6 thé di dén noi nao d6 giéng nhu thién dudng ctia Cilla Blackf13] ma van cam thdy nd chang that chat
nao.

“Toi c6 mdt thac mic.”
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“Néu toi trd lai ¢oi tran dudi dang nira song nira chét va vuot qua thir thach, luc d6 t6i sé& trd thanh
ma, vay c6 nghia 13 t6i c6 thé lai ¢ canh Dan. .

“Pting.” T6i cam thay 6ng ta cang lic cang mat kién nhin voi minh.



“Sau d6 t6i c6 thé 1én thién duong khong?”

Ong ta lac dau. “Néu co quyét dinh tr thanh ma, thi s& ctr thé mai. Néu c6 chon 4m cin nha nao do
thi c6 van b1 doa dudi coi tran thé chirng nao can nha d6 con ton tai. Néu c6 chon di theo ai do thi c6
van cr la ma chirng ndo ma ngudi1 d6 con song. Co chi co the 1én thién duong mdt khi ho chét.”

“Qi, Chua oi!”

“Suyt, Ngai co thé nghe thay.”

“Xin 16i.”

“C6 ¢6 mudn can nhic thém khong?”” Bob hoi.

To1 gat ngay 1ap tire. “Cho t61 nam phit dugc khong?”

“Bao ]au ciing duoc, nhung toi nghi co s& quyét dinh nhanh hon thé. Co c6 thé sir dung van phong
cua té1 néu muon.”

T61 ngo1 phich xudng cai ghé doi dién Bab va lay hai tay 6m dau. Chang cong bang chat nao. Cudc
doi t61 dang tro nén tot dep. Thoi dugc, nghé thiét ké d6 hoa ctia t6i hoi budn té. Toi da tir bo gidc mg
viéh vong thoi trung hoc 1a thiét ké trang bia tap chi vao goc kin nhét, va rot cudc trd thanh thiét ké d6
hoa cho thuong hiéu cta siéu thi va to roi cho nhing nha kinh. ROi ca cai thyc té 1a diéu kién song ciia
chung t6i khong duoc nhur y Can nha chat chdi, no1 hoi[14] thi lai hong vao nhitng ltc troi lanh nhat
lam chang to1 lanh cong va am day mii nhién heu d6t. Va toi chang con ai than thich, nhung t61 c6 ban
bé, va t61 c6 Dan. Dan di thé s& mai yéu tdi. Tat ca nhitng gi t61 lam la ¢ tim mot mén qua nao do
cho Dan, dé anh c6 thé né ny cudi toe ngdc nghech vao ngay dic biét nhit trong doi ching toi, va
Chua quyet dinh day 1a thoi diém hoan hao dé mang t61 di. The 1a cong bang sao? N6 giong nhu thé o
van con qua nhiéu thir dé luyén tiéc. Toi chi mudn cudi ngudi dan 6ng minh yéu, ¢ mot sy nghiép kha
sang sua, va c¢6 1€ ngay nao do 1a con cai. Nhu: the 1a doi hoi qua nhiéu u?

T6i 16i gidy vo khi t6i nh lai hinh anh cudi cung cta minh trong mat Dan. Toi day anh ra khi anh
cd 6m t6i 1an cudi, roi huénh hoang 13 anh chang hé phy t6 chutrc 18 cudi. Va roi... oi, lay Chda. .. toi
tham chi con chang thém no1 “em y€u anh” 1ic anh ay ro1 di, va anh ay ra vé voi y nglﬁ la to1 gian anh.
Do 1a ky &rc cudi cung cua anh ay vé to.

C‘Lucy.ﬂﬁ

T6i ngude 1én. Bob ra hiéu vé phia canh ctra bang cai dau hoi. Ong ta c6 vé rat ngan ngai.

“Xin 13i phai giuc ¢d, nhung cé rat nhiéu ngudi mdi dén dang chen chic doi ¢ ¢di trung gian. Co
da quyét dinh chua?”

To1 ng61 dya lung vao gh€ va nhin thiang vao mat Bob.

“Rot, t61 da quyet dinh ro1.”

“Tot,” Bob vira nhan Xét vira dan toi di ra cira. “Cd quyét dinh 1am gi?”

“Toi that su rat, rat mudén doan tu v6i cha me nhung toi khong | thé 1én thién duong ma khong gap

Dan lan cudi. Toi khong thé chiu dung viéc ¢t tu hoi 1iéy Dan c6 6n khong trong sudt nam muoi nam
to1. To1 can phal & canh anh ay, Bob. Toi can xin 16i va dé anh 4 ay biét 12 t61 yéu anh a ay

“Po 1a quyét dinh cudi cung cua c¢b 4?” Bob hoi lai, thoang thit vong nhin tdi. “Néu ¢ chi 1én thién
duong thoi thi viéc cong van gidy to s€ don gian hon di bao nhiéu.”

“P6 14 quyét dinh cudi cung ctia t61,” toi khang dinh v&i vé chac chin hon minh nghi va thoang can
moi nhu theé t01 dang 1a nguoi choi trong tro choi thién duong khac thuong nao do trén truyén hinh.

“Thoi dugc, Lucy.” Bob nhét mot cai phong bi 16n mau nau vao tay toi. “Tat c4_nhiing gi co can

lam 1a & yén day va néu toi quén gi do thi t6i chic 1a ban cliing nha mdi ciia ¢ sé san long giai thich
hét.”

T6i nhin 6ng ta cham chim. “Ban cting nhd m&i nao chir?”

“Lucy, c6 sap dugc vao Ngdi Nha Danh Cho Nhitng A1 Mudn Tré Thanh Ma. C6 s€ sém gap ban
cung nha thoi.”

To61 4p céi phong bi vao nguc lic Bob tra chia vao mot cai khe ngay trudc thang cudn di xudng.



Khi thanh chin mau d6 va tring chuyén dong, Bob dua tay ra. “Chuc may min Lucy. Hen gip lai c6
sau hai muo1 mét ngay.”

To1 bat tay Ong ta that chat, “cam on Bob.”

~ Tim t61, n€u toi van c6 mot trai tim, dap dién cudng trong 16ng nguc khi t6i tién tdi va nam lay tay

vin.

“Pirng quén,” Bob hét theo, “1a cd co thé quay lai bat ctr khi ndo ¢6 mudn. Ping c6 qua ba tuln.
Ludn nhd k§ dicu do.”

“Nh¢ ky ro1!” To1 noi voi lai. “Puge théi, di nao!”

Thang cuon lac lu va to1 suyt budc hut. Toi dang lam céi quai gi thé nay? To61 phai tim tinh yéu
dich thuc cho ai day? Va li¢u Dan c6 that sy vui vé gap lai néu to1 1a hon ma?

Thang cuon kéu vu vu, kéo ket va mang t61 xuong man swong mu mau xanh 1a cay day dac. To61 sap
quay lai c01 tran va chang con duong nao dé lui.



NGAY THU NHAT

“O4i,” t6i la 1én, 6m ldy miii va budc 1ui lai. “Cai quai quy gi day?”

Thang cudn dung lai dot ngdt va tran t61 dam sam vao mot cadnh ctra son mau trang. Khong hé co
tay nam. To1 nhin n6 cham cham trong vai gidy ro1 ngdp ngung go nhe 1€n canh ctra. Chang c6 gi nén
to1 g0 manh hon.

“Cé ai khong?”

Chang c6 hoi dap nao.

“Co ai khéng‘7 To61 1a Lucy.” To1 g6 manh hon.

Van chang ¢6 cu tra 101 ndo, t0i bat dau hoi hoang. Toi qua mét nén khong thé Jeo ngugc [én thang
cudn vé lai chd xudt phat. Tbi phal di qua canh cua nay. Chang con noi nao khac dé di ca.

T6i dam thinh thich vao canh cira bang ca hai nam tay. “Cho t6i vao!”

Cénh ctra m¢, 16 ra mdt nguo1 dan Ong trung ni€n cao, 6m cd mai toc quan bu xu va hang ria mép
ram bén dudi cai mii to. Ong ta mac bd 4o li€n quan bang nhung ké mau vang chanh va mang v trang,
xang-dan bang da.

“T6i c6 the giup gi cho c6?” Ong ta hoi.

“T6i 1a Lucy,” toi tra 101, vy cai phong bi ctia minh trudc mit 6ng ta. “Bob giri t6i dén day.”

Nguoi dan 6ng dao tron mat va thd dai. Khong phai 1a dau hiéu chao don nong hdu ma t61 da trong
doi.

“A, phéi > 0ng ta budc qua mdt bén. “Co vao di.”

_Téi tién t6i mdt budc va ngay lap tirc cung dau vao mot ci gia treo 40 quan. Nhiéu gia treo do,

mdi mo¢ treo mot bo 4o lién quan mau lam hay nhung ké mau xam. Toi vap, chii ngudi vé phia trude
trong tiéng 6n 40, huyén nao.

“Cha y dén giay dép dudi chan,” 6ng ta quat.

Dué1i chan t6i 1a vo so doi xang-dan mau nau dugc x€p gon ghé, doi nao cling ¢6 vé mau trang. Toi
dang & trong mdt kho quan 4o va tir cai nhin trén khuoén mat ngudi doi dién to1 bi€t nd 1a cia ong ta.

“Pugc ro1,” t61 vira noi vura lui lai mét budce. “Pung cdu, to1 khong biét day 1a kho quan 4o cua
ong.”

“Ra khoi day nhanh lén.”

T6i cti dau, nhay vé phia trudc, vap ngd va dap dau xuéng mot tim tham trai san do ban. N6 c¢6
mui nhu rau nau.

“Xin 16i,” t6i 16m com ding ddy va ngo ngac nhin quanh. Toi dang & noi quai qu§1 nao the?

Mot phong ngu. Pung, n6 dich thi la phong ngu. Va y nhu cua ga bac hoc bbén mat. Chigh giira
phong la mot cai glu'ong don phu chin 16ng vit in hinh Thomasis] va dau may tau hoa chay bang hoi

nude. Canh d6 1a mdt cai ban sach chat cao nhu ni. Khip tuong treo diy ap phich tau hoa, chang co
chat khoang tréng nao.

T6i vira dinh nhan xét vai cau vé cach frang tri thi ctra kho quin 40 dong sam lai. Ga Tau Hoa dang
nhin t6i cham cham, hai tay tha thong xuong cai hong gay nhom. Da hdn khong bi  bong tréc ra thanh
tirng mang va cling chang Ir Ir tién lai, nhung du sao hin van 13 gd kém hap dan nhat ma t6i tirng thay.

“Anh 14 thay... nira song nira chét sa0?” Tdi hoi.

“DPuuuuuuuuuuing,” anh ta dai giong.

T6i nhin tir dau xudng chan anh ta va cin mong tay. Chi vi anh ta trong giéng ngudi, nhu thé khong
c6 nghia 1a t61 cling thé. T61 nhin xudng tay minh. Ching trong hong va mém mai, nhung vay dau co
dam bao 1a mat t61 khong xam ngoét. To1 ro tay 1€n mat dé kiém tra xem c6 mau hay nudc dai khong,



“C6 gi khong 6n a?” Ga Tau Lira héi.

“To1 khong chac 1am. Anh c6 cai gwong nao khong?”

(Ga Tau Lira gat dau va luc 191 trong t com-mot[16] cho dén khi tim thay mt cai guwong cao rau.

T61 nin thd va nhin vao guong.

On ca, vay 1a t6i van con mai toc nau, d6i mat xanh, chin may 14 Jiéu. Tran t6i khong hé to ra bat
thuong, miéng thi khong ha hoc ra nhy cac xac chét. Vét den dudi mat 1am to61 chodng vang trong vai
gidy truoc khi nhd ra 1a minh quén tay trang trude khi tam. Phu. T61 van 1a minh. Hoi ti€u tuy néu
khong trang diém, nhung van xinh dep néu ha thap tiéu chuan.

Toi tra lai cai guong. “Camon... anh... §...”

“Brian. Toi s€ gidi thi¢u co voi Claire roi chi phong cho ¢6.”

C6 mot ngudi phu nir khac trong cdn nha nay. Ta On Chaa! Co khi ¢6 ta 1a ngudi t6i c6 thé chuyén
tro, mot nguwo1 ban hi€u to1 dang cam thay ra sao va noi cho to1 biét cai quéi gi dang xay ra.

Brian tho than ra khoi phong va t6i_theo anh ta vao mot hanh lang toi. TAm tham trén hanh lang ciing
ban nhu, tim {trong phong. Nhing chd khong bi mon vet la cac high cudn xoay 16n mau cam. Vach
tudng bang gd sut seo O vang, bong troc va qua canh cira mo toi thiy mot chau rira mau xam gi sét o
cuoi hanh lang nhu thé n6 da khong dugc chui rira trong nhiéu nam.

To61 vira dinh hoéi 1a & day c6 phong tim nao khac khong thi Brian dung lai trude mdt cadnh cira dong
va g0. “Claire, chiing ta c6 khach.”

“Clh mo cura,” mot giong nitr vang 1én. “T61 s€ khong can dau”

Brian khit miii va quay sang t61. “Diéu do tuy thuéc vao muirc do gan ctia ¢6.”

To1 lui lai mgt budce 1ic anh ta xoay ndm dam ctra. Claire rd rang khong phai 1a ngudi duy nhat
khong nén diing gan. Brian con hoi hon cu.

“C6 vao hay khong?”” giong n6i vang lén.

To1 1é buoc vao phong sau Brian va dimg, hoi bon chon, ngay ngudng ctra. Can phong khoi mu mit,
mui khé chiu nhu khoi thube tron véi nhang, trong thi dan day ap phich cua nhitng ban nhac ma t61 hot
ngo ngo. Toi thay ngo ngo vi khubén mat ca si chinh day nhing ny hon bang son den va do, chi c6 doi
mat va,mai toc vang la yan 16 hinh thu. San nha day quan do, phan 16n mau den, c6 vai cai mau do va
hong O gitra phong, ngoi bat chéo chan trén givong la mot ngudi phy nit to beo mdc quan bo legging

mau den, 40 chui dau dan rong thung thinh, tng quan doi va vay xoe[17] mau hong. C6 ta nhin 01 qua
d6i méat nheo nheo.

“Cola ai?”

“Lucy Brown.”

“Claire.”

“Rat vui dugc gip ¢6.”

“Sao cling dugc.”

Hay that, mot sy chao don lanh nhat khac. That ra, n6 con t€¢ hon lanh nhat, hét strc lanh Iung thi
ding hon.

That khé doan Claire bao nhi€u tudi vi co ta trang diém rat dam, nhung t61 doan khoang muoi tam.
L&ép phan xdm ngoét lam c¢6 ta trong giong ma ca rong va mat c6 ta trong ti hi nhu mat lvon dudi
duong ké mat dam, den si va do61 chan may mong dinh. DAy 4o 16t 1§ ra dudi cai 4o dan mau den va
hai ¢0 tay c¢0 ta quan bang gac day cop. Co ta thay anh mat t61 va thd dai. “Cha, vui that, chiing ta lai
chot tro chét choc nira.”

“Xin thir 16i,” t6i cat tiéng, co roi mat khdi co tay co ta. “Tro gi co?”

Co ta dao tron mat. “Chung ta trao do1 voi1 nhau tinh canh chét cia minh va ngudi nao chét trong
canh bi kich hon thi dugc song lai.”

T6i nin tho. Toi chét ngay dém trudce 18 cudi. Ai c6 thé bi kich hon thé ch? C6 khi t6i c6 thé thing
va...



“Chiia 01, 6 that ca tin,” Claire cuoi khuc khich. “Xem vé mit c6 kia. Cha, that dang yéu va day hi
vong.”
T61 danh bao nhin sang Brian, nhung anh ta lac dau.
“Chang co tro chét choc nao dau, Lucy. Claire nghi c6 ay 1a nguo1 hai huoc.”
_“Phai, t6i hai hudc 1dm,” c6 ta giéu Brian. “Du sao di ching nita thi toi tw sat con anh ta bi dau tim.
bén luot co.”
“To1 bi gdy co, nga tu thang xudng.” To1 cat 1o1.
“Tiéc qua.”
Tbi nhin c6 ta tring trimg. “Vao dém truéc 1€ cudi.”
“That sao?” C6 ta ngo vuc nhin khap nguoi to1. “Vay ma to1 nghi ¢ chét trong bira tiéc quan khan
choang tho1 ¢6 dai.”
Tuc chét di duoc, t6i hoan toan quén_ mat minh van dang khoac tam phu chét tiét. Toi khoanh tay
trudc nguc co ra vé tho o nhung Claire van cuoi khay.
“DPugc ro1,” Brian giang hoa, gio tay ra hi¢u cho t61 ra khoi phong va xgc vao miii t61 mui hoi nach
kinh khiing cua anh ta. “T61 nghi man gidi thiéu dén day l1a da ro1. Uong tra khong, Lucy?”
_Tbi gat dau. Tham chi mui-hoi-thdi-ciia-hing-Brian con dé& chiu hon Con-Bo-Cai-Tam-Than-Tho-
Lo.
“Hen gap lai, Co6 Dau,” c6 ta hét 1én khi t61 voi1 ra khoi phong.
“Hen gip lai, D6 Tho Ld,” toi 1am bam ltic dong cira phong lai phia sau.

T61 theo Brian bang qua hanh lang, di xudng cau thang op ¢p, khong trai tham xudng cai tam goi 1a
bép. Mot cai bép don han gi, day bo héng tya vao mot vach tuong, vach bén kia la mot cai bon rira
day dia ban. Moi cai ké khac, chang cai nao, lién cai_ndo, day vun banh quy, dia va hop thirc in rong.
C6 mot thir gidng cai bat hinh qua tdo ddy nép gap ndm ngay gitra ban an lam ngudi ta lién tudng dén
tinh hoan.

“Xin 161,” Brian vira n6i vira day chong bao va tap chi khoi cai ghé tra bang nhyra xudng san nha.
“Trudc day nd cling gon gang. R61 Claire chuyén dén ”

To6i nhun vai thong cam va nhin vao tach trd van bam cin dang nam trén ban, ngay trudc mit. Co
mot lop moc day trong tach. N6 lam t6i nhé dén bita an dau tién t6i nau cho Dan (mén ca r1 ga dac
biét ‘do ec’.)

“To1 nhin con t€ hon,” t61 nd1 doi va ngdi xudng.

“Céai nay,” Brian noi, chi vao chd sach nhat trén bép, “la cta to1 va n6 cling 1a chan chén. To1 s€ dé
nghi Claire don dep mot cai chan cua c6 ay cho ¢d.”

“Cam on,” t61 tham nghi ngd kha nang c6 ta 1am thé con thap hon x4c suat t61 muon déi xang-dan
cua Brian dé di du tiéc dém.

“Anh da ¢ day bao lau?” T61 hoi trong khi anh ta ¢6 tim hai cai ly sach trong chan va d6 day am
nudc.

“Nam ngay.”

“Thir thach cua anh t&1 dau roi?”

Anh ta nhiin vai. “T61 khong mudn noi vé chuyén do.”

_ RO rang anh ta chang thém quan tdm dén han vuot qua thir thach, diéu do 1am t61 syc nhd 1a minh

van chua mé céai phong bi.

“G10 mo no ra dugce chua?” Toi hoi Brian, vay cai phong bi trudc mat anh ta.

“C6 van chua mo n6 a? Nhﬁ’ng ngud1 muon thanh ma khac hay mé phong bi ngay trén thang cuon.”

T61 khong cam thdy minh mudn trd thanh ma. That ra, t6i thAm chi con khong cam thdy 1a minh da
chét. Toi cam giac nhu minh dang hoc dai hoc va vira mgi chuyen vao can nha tro thué chung t& nhat
trén doi. Toi tir tir md mép phong bi, can than khong dé bat cir thir gi roi xudng san nha do ban,



Trén cung to gidy 1a tiéu dé Chi Tiét Thir Thach Ciia Lucy Brown’. T6i doc luét qua cac ndi dung;

«Tén ngudi mudn tré thanh ma: Lucy Brown

Tudi: 28

Ly do chét: giy cd (dong nay 1am toi cau may)

Ly do mudn tro thanh ma: dé gip lai hon phu Dan (viét ra nhu thé ndy nghe thit son gai 6¢)

Thir thach: tim tinh yéu dich thuc cho mdt ngudi hoan toan xa la.

Tén nguoi la can tim: Archibald Humphreys-Smythe

Tudi: 30

Nghé nghiép: 1ap trinh vién

Dia chi noi lam viéc: Cong ty may vi tinh Bitz, sb 113, duong Tottenham Court, Londony

“Qi, lay Chua, anh ta 1a 1ap trinh vién va c6 vé nhu thudc gidi giau c6.” Toi than tho.

Brian dit mot tich tra vao chd tréng canh hop ngii cde. “Ai 1a 1ap trinh vién?”

“Thir thach cua t6i. Anh ta tén 1a Archibald. Lay Chua! Gia dinh nao ma lai dat tén mot dura tré 1a
Archibald co chit?”

“Cha t61 cling tén Archibald,” Brian tiét 10.

Toi co vai. “Chét that, xin 18i anh.”

“Khong sao,” anh ta nhiin vai. “Ong cling mat roi.”

T6i thdy ma minh ndng ruc va 1ap tic dog to gidy tiép theo. D6 1 nhitng quy tic, luat 1¢ dai dang
dac, va duoc goi 1a ‘Nhirng Quy Pinh Va biéu Kién Tré Thanh Ma’.

“C6 nén doc nd,” Brian khuyén. “Co rat nhiéu diéu c6 khong dugce phép lam.”

“Vi du nhu gi?” Toi hoi.

Brian trong that khac la luc cuoi. Chang thay d6i mat dau dudi nhirng nép gap noi khoe, con cai

miéng thi bién mat dudi bo rau. Long mii cung 10 ra va,.. im... moi thtr lién quan khac. That la la
mot ngudi dé tam dén cai bép sach sé co thé hoan toan chang dodi hoai gi dén chuyén vé sinh c4 nhan.

“T61 s& khong noi gi, ¢6 tu tim hiéu di.”

To1 voi lay tach tra va dua no 1€n tam mat. “To1 co thé udng tra khong, hay no s€ chay ra khoi
nguoi?”

Brian lay tach tra cua anh ta va uong mét ngum. “Co6 van chua 1a ma, Lucy. C6 van la mot dang con
nguoi. Co cé thé an, udng, ngu va 1.”

“Tét 29

“Co6 dugc phep thic mac ma.”

“To1 dau co hoi chuyén dai tién.”

“Thé co6 dinh hé1 gi?”” Claire lirng thitng no1 ngudng ctra, nhin ca hai chiing t61 bang anh mat chan
chuong.

“Khong phai viéc cua ¢6.” To1 dép lai.

“That khong?”

Trudc khi to1 biet chuyén gi xay ra, c¢6 ta lao v€ phia trude va giat lay to gidy trén cung. Khi to1 ¢o
chup lai, co ta chay ra nguong ctra va doc no tir khoang cach an toan.

“Ly do muén tré thanh ma,” ¢b ta doc to, “dé gap lai hon phu Dan. Hon phu a? Ai d6 that su mudn
cudi co sao?”

To1 nhin vao binh dung bo canh hdp ngii cdc. Liéu Claire c6 chét 1an thir hai néu toi léy cai dao cit
bo dam co ta.

“Diing, vy day,” t6i dop lai.
“Va ¢6 mubn 4m anh ta 42”



“Khong, khong 4m. To6i chi can & canh anh 4y thoi. Co nhiéu diéu toi can phai noi.

(o ta cuo1 vang lén. Mot am thanh the thé dang ngac nhién v&i mot a4 qua kho nhu ¢6 ta. “Lao! Co
muon chac 1a anh ta khong thay long.”

“Khong, khong ¢6,” t6i dirng bat day va chop 1dy manh gidy trong tay ¢ ta. “Toi chét chua toi hai
muoi bon tiéng dong ho, lay Chua!”

“Vay co chét khi nao, C6 Nang B¢ Nho Sé Khong Bao Gio Thanh C6 Dau?”

“Hom qua. Thir Sau, ngay 23 thang Ba, luc 7 gio 30 phuat.”

“Co s€ nodi gi,” Claire nhudn hang chan may mong dinh, “néu t61 né1 voi c6 hdm nay la thir Bay,
ngay 27 thang Tu.”

“T61 s€ no1 ¢6 1a do doi tra.”

“Thé a?”

T6i di chuyén khi c6 ta cti xudng va luc loi chong tap chi Brian vira gat xung san.

“A ha,” co ta vy vay to Daily Herald ngay trudc mit t6i. “Béng ching.”

T6i chop lay no. “Pé t6i xem nao.”

VA, ngay d6, ngay trén goc phai cua to bao - thir Bay, ngay 27 thang Tu. Toi nghen ngao va ngdi
xuong. Co ta da dang.

“Brian, sao chuyén nay c6 thé xdy ra? Sao mat mot thang r61?”

“ day moi thir bat di bat dich,” anh ta dit tach 1én ban va gio ngén cai 1én. “Chang c6 thir goi 1a
thot gian.”

“Vay la to1 that sy da chét mot thang 16i?”

“To1 e 1a vay.”

“Lucy bé nho toi nghiép,” Claire noi tir ngudng cira. “Lo lang Dan thay long, phai khong?”

“Brian,” to1 10 ¢0 ta. “T61 muon thay phong minh ngay, di ma.”

“Di nhién.”

T6i tuong Claire dinh cao ldy t6i bang nhitng cai méng vudt den ngom khi 61 vong qua cd ta va
theo Brian ra khoi bép. Nhung c6 ta khong lam thé, ma chi 1am bam, “Khong bao gi¢ thanh ¢6 dau”
khi t61 to1 cau thang.

To6i quay lai. “Rut lai nhitng 16i d6 di, Claire, ding c6 tu suy dién.”

Cb ta nhuén chin may, nhin t6i chdm cham. To6i nhin tra lai, nhat quyét s& khong dut mit ra trudec.
T6i gioi choi trd khong chdp mat. Toi ludn thing con méo ciia minh.

“Chinh c6 thi c6, Lucy.”

V& van.

“Phong c6,” Brian thong bao, sau khi t61 chay nhu bay 1é€n cau thang, “ngay canh phong t61.”

“Tuyé€t voi,” to1 hon hén. “T6i rat mung.”

Va t01 mung that, ké ca khi co mui gi d6 la phu mui trung thi phang phat dudi nén nha. Cang tranh
xa, Claire cang tot. Toi khong dinh thu nhan diéu d6 véi Brian, nhung nhan xét cua ¢6 ta rang toi muodn

kiém tra xem Dan co thay long that su qua dau d6n. Tat nhlen 13 ¢b ta chi suy dién lung tung. Dan yéu
t0i, anh 4y muén cudi toi, va t0i chi md1 chét c6 mot thang. Tat nhién 13 anh 4y s& khong thay long.

“Cha,” Brian nhan xét lic budc vao phong t6i va ngdi xudng giwdng, “chic chin 1a ¢ thich bay do
dac Xung quanh, dung khéng‘?”

D6 dac gi cha? Anh ta mudn noi gi? Oi, Chta oi! Chang phai d6i gidy ctia Dan nam ngay goc chan
giwong d6 sao? Va c6 phai con voi mau hong khong 16 ma Dan da mua cho t61 ¢ cay tau Brighton nam
trén giwong khong? Con nira. Kinh can cua Dan, tap dia CD va tro choi dién tir pam bira, bai trén tu

dau giugng phia anh ay, ca cu6n sach t6i dang doc do, hop khan gidy va ly nudc uong do xep gon gang
trén ti dau givong phia t6i nam. Toi vin lay khung ctra, d6i nhién mudn xiu.



“Pay la phong t61, day chinh 1a phong t61, phong ctia t61 va Dan.”

Brian nhin t6i. “Dung thé. T6i da bao n6 1a phong c6 ma.”

“Nhung n6 gidng y nhu can phong lc tdi con sdng.”

“Nhu vay khong phai tt sa0?” Brian nhiin manh lam cai givdng 10 xo kéu cot ket. “T6i khong biét
ho 1am thé nao, nhung phong cta ai ¢ day cling y nhu can phong ho & trudce khi chét.”

“Tai sao?”

“T6i khong biét. C6 18 ho nghi nhu vay s& lam chiing ta d& thich nghi hon.”

Toi nghi diéu d6 that kinh khing, nhu thé ¢O ép thém mdt phan két nita vao chwong trinh Big
Brother[18], thay vi khién ban thyc hién cai thu thach ngu ngoc xong tong ban di, ho lai giét ban roi1 tra
tin bang cach bat ban phai séng trong ban sao md phong cude sdng trudc kia.

“T6i thiy no that kho ch1u

Brian dtng 1én va di vé phia t6i. Trong mdt gidy t6i kinh hoang nghi anh ta dinh 6m minh. Thay vao
do, anh ta di qua va md ctra phong minh.

“That ra to1 thay dé chiu,” anh ta néi trude khi bién mat. “Téi nhé nhitng thm ap phich tau hoa cua
minh.”

To1 dinh di theo anh ta thi bi tleng cau thang cot ket lam giat bin ca ngudi, hong va phai ban trang
diém. Toi ha héc miéng vi dau va tim lay no, suyt lam rét hop nif trang khi say chan. Caj hop nam
ngay chd toi di d¢, ndp lic ndo cling mo vi O tirng 1am rét nd xudng dat, gay chot N6 chat day day
chuyen va hoa tai 18 (chiéc kia d3 bj mat), lic tay bang bac va ngoc bich ma Dan mya tang t61 dip sinh
nhat t6i nam trén cung. T6i nhin xudng ngon thir ba trén ban tay trai. Oi, khong! Nhan dinh hon cua toi
d3 bién mat.

T61 luc tung hop nir trang, 1am rot day chuyén va hoa tai xudng san nha. Nhin cua t0i dau? N6 dau
r6i? Toi luc loi cac ngan keo, d6 hét dd bén trong ra san nha. RO rang t0i ¢6 deg nhan luc tam bigt
Dan ¢ ngudng cura, 10i... roi... ro1 t01 ¢d1 quan ao trong phong ngu, di vao phong tam. Lam on, to1 cau
khan khi chay bang qua phong dén chd ban dau girong, lam on ¢6 ¢ do.

Va nd ¢ do, chiéc nhin bach kim manh véi mot vién kim cuong duy nhat. Dan tu tay chon chiéc
nhan tai mdt ctra hi¢u & duong Bond va gidu trong vi khi chung t61 di cam trai & New Forest nam
ngoai.

To1 rat mét sau chuyén di va chi muén bo vao l€u ngu, nhung Dan khang khang l1a ching t61 phai
nhom ltra trude.

“Sg rat vui,” anh ay noi, tim trong ba 16 va lay ra hop quet, mot b6 cui nho, hai céi xién nudng va

mot goi keo déo. “Nhin xem, tro1 sap co sao. Pay la dém hoan hdo dé an keo déo.”
Nu cudi cta anh qua rong, anh mat qua hon ho, t0i khong thé chdi tir, va toi nhanh chong nhom

dong Itra bé nhat thé gig1 trong khi Dan xién keo déo vao que.

“Lucy,” anh 4y n6i sau lung khi toi coi lira.

U, hi.”

“Lucy, em c¢6 mudn keo déo khong?”

“Mdt phut thoi. Em chi dang c6...”

“Lucy Brown..

Co, dicu gi d6 trong cach anh goi t©n t6i lam tim t61 dap manh. Khi t0i quay lai, anh dang quy trén
mot gbi, chiéc nhan kim cuong nam ngay trén dinh vién keo déo to mau hong,

“Lucy Brown, em s& ldy anh chi?”

To1 khong thé nhé phirng gi xay ra sau do - hinh nhu 1a nugc mat, nhitng nu hon va vang, vang,
vang, va thém nudc mat, thém nu hon - cho dén khi Dan cham rai trugt cai nhan vao ngon gitra trén
ban tay trai cua toi.

“Néu cau tra 101 1a dong y,” anh toe toét, “em vira bién anh thanh ngudi1 dan 6ng hanh phuc nhat
trén doi.”



Toi 13y cai nhan ra khoi ta dau giudng, ép nd 1én mdi trong khi nudc mit 13 chd roi xudng ma. Néu
to1 ¢6 bat clr co may nao try dugc trong Ngoi Nha Danh Cho Nhitng Ai Mudn Tré Thanh Ma va vuot
qua thtr thach, thi c6 mdt diéu to1 phai lam trudce tién. T61 phai gdp Dan.



CHUONG 6

T6i lao am am xudng cau thang, giat tung ctra trudc va bugce xubng duong. Bau troi soc cam, do, vang
va tit ca cac bong dén duong quanh to1 déu vo ve nhu thé chung co linh hon song. K¢é hoach. Téi can
mot ké hoach. Lam thé nio ma. . . guomda... tai sao rang to1 lai danh 1ap cap vao nhau thé nay? Va tai
sao 13o gia di qua trén duong tr6 mat nhin t61 nhu thé tat ca L& Giang sinh cua ca doi 1ao xuat hi¢n
cung mot luc thé?

Chét tiét! To6i van quén tAm phu chét tiét.

T6i kéo nd 1én, ddm sam vao ctra, va chay nguoc 1én phong. Quan 40. Toi can quan 4o dep, quan
ao thich hop. Nhung ban s¢ méc loai a6 gi néu ban dinh di tham nguo1 ban trai dang dau buon va néi,
“Xin chdo, dam ca [a anh nghi s& khong bao gio gap lai em nira?”

T61 giat manh mot ngan kéo va 101 ra cai quan 16t chén mau den, 40 ngyuc dong bo, quan Jean hiéu
Gap, d61 v6 soc, va cai 4o chui dau mau xam. T6i mic toc hanh, vin veo x6 quan jean va hit bung vao
nhu thé day 13 budi toi hoan hao thong thuong. T61 mim cudi nhin hinh anh phan chi€u ca ngu¢i minh
trong guong. To1 Jai giong minh roi1. Toi - Lucy Brown, cao hon mot mét bay, size muo1 hai, mat xanh
14, toc ndu dai chdm vai. To6i giong y nhu hinh anh ma Dan nhé.

Chi khi cira trudc dong lai sau lung t6i méi nhan ra 13 t6i khong biét minh dang ¢ dau. Pudng phd
trong va nghe nhur bat ctt con duong nao cua London - nha cura san sat, khu vuon nho trude nha (mdt
sO thi day rac, so khac thi rai sé1 va sach s€), chudng chim cau dan day keo cao su, ti€ng coi xe canh
sat inh 01, tiéng xe cru hoa ¢ xa xa - nhung chinh xac thi day la dau? Mot nguoi dan ong dang di b6 ¢
bén kia du’ong, ve mat nghlem nghi. Mot phy nir 1ao dao chay theo anh ta trén doi giay cao got, goi voi
theo, “Mike! Poi to1 vo1!” mdi khi anh ta bo qua xa. Toi dinh dudi theo ho, nhung ¢ hai bién mat
trong mot cin nha trudce khi t6i c6 thé rao budc.

.Pau mdi, t61 can dau moi, hay ai do biét. Co ba thi€u nién ¢ phia dudi con duong. Chiung ngodi trén
thém gach trudc modt ngd1 nha, tdn gau va bung tay trong khong khi, cuoi nac né. Toi thong tha tién vé
phia bon chiing va c6 khong bon chon. T61 tu nhu, nhin duong. Nghi vé nhac Rap, nir trang ki€u hip-
pop ré tién, dang diéu nghénh ngang. To1 nhin vao hinh anh phan chi€u cia minh qua cura kinh xe 6 t0.
To1 trong nhu Eminem[19].

“Xin 10i,” t6i hoi khi lai gén bon choai choai, “t6i dang & chd ndo & London thé?”

Mot thang, o1 mii bong chuyén hi¢u Burberrry nhay mat voi t61. “Dém qua gap may, dung khong?”

“Khong, toi..

“Hoi 1u 1an ha‘7 dta con gai hoi, moc ngdn tay cai trong dai quin jean lung x&, phd ra hinh xim
ngay bung dudi vé1 mét cai khoen ¢ ron.

“N6 c6 thé mé miéng,” mot thang khac noi to.

“Me kiép, Jase,” dira con gai quay sang nhin thang nhoc trimg trimg. “May méi 1a 1an.”

“Lam on di. Lam on noi cho toi biét t6i dang & dau? T6i can vé nha.”

“Dua muo1 bang va tao s€ no1.”, dra con gai gio ban tay son gilia ra.

“Thoéi quén di. Toi s€ tu tim.” To1 thd dai.

Bon chiung cuo1 r6 1én khi 61 di khuat. Toi van nghe ching gia giong méo kéu va hu 1én khi di dén

cudi dudng, ré ngay goc va suyt dam vao tram xe buyt. To6i nhin cham cham vao s6 tram xe buyt. Oi,
lay Chtia, chung toi ¢ Kilburn. Téi chi cach West Hampstead, noi t6i va Dan séng, muoi phut.

T6i luc trong thi tim it tién lac mot chiée xe buyt vong qua goc cua va dung ngay truoc mat. Co hai
tram bang trong vi. Ching tir dau ra thé? Va thé ngan hang, thé tin dung, bang 1ai xe va thé thu vién ctia
t61 dau mat roi? Moi thir c6 tén t6i déu bién mat.

Cho chét, to1 chui theé e mua vé va budce 1én xe buyt, t61 nén doc may cudn sich hudng dan chét
tiet. To1 nhin cham chdam ra ngoai ctra sO khi xe buyt mang t61 lai gin Dan. Cho nao t61 cling thay
nguoi ta di lai, chuyén tro, tranh cai va cuoi, ho tu lai thanh tirng nhdm nhé bén ngoai quay céa do, xép
duoi1 nhau trudc may vi tinh trong ti¢ém ca phé c6 Internet, ra ra vao vao cac si€u thi mini, tii ni 1ong



day stra, banh mi va bia nay tung tyng trén c tay. Toi ngam anh dén hat ra tur nhitng can hg phia trén
cac cua hang khi moi nguoi quay vé nha sau mot ngay lam viée va ngoi li trudce ti vi, mapg nhiing dia
d6 an vao phong khach hay kéo rém lai. TAt ca trai qua cudc song binh thuong nhu thé chang c6 gi xay
ra. Va that su chiang c6 bién ¢6 gi. N6 van thé du t6i c6 13 Cong nwong Dian, qua bom sex Anna
Nicole Smith hay dién vién Heath Ledger[20]. Toi chang no1 tleng hay quan trong, va cong chung chang
yeéu mén to1. T61 chi 1a Lucy Brown, hai muoi tdm tudi, song ¢ London. Chi ¢6 mdt nhim nguoi trén
do1 bict to1 da chét va chang ai, ngoai trir ban cung nha mé’i, biét 1a to1 da quay lai tran the.

. Ba lao ngdi canh t61 bat dau luc 1o1 trong tai xach cua ba va t61 quay sang nhin ba ta. Ba ta nho con,
gay go, len chat caj mu di mura xudng mai toc xoan nhuom mau xanh duong qua tran. Nguoi phy nir t0i
nghiép, khi ba ta Jiy duoc thanh keo bo cing di an do tir day tai va dua 1én miéng 01 tham nghi chic
1a ba ta sg_chét 1am. Cung co don nita. Diéu t6i thicu t6i co the lam 1a chuyén tro vo1 ba ta va gitip ba
ta xua di ndi sg. ROt cude t6i ciing co chat kinh nghiém vé cai chét.

T6i hing giong. “Thir 15i...”

Ba ta nhin t61 cham chdm va mim cuo1. “Co an keo bo ciing khong?” Ba ta mo1, lai tim trong tui
xach. “Hinh nhu t61 con thanh nita trong nay.”

“Khong, cam on. T61 chi mudn nédi chuyén véi ba.”

“Co6 don, phai khong?” ba ta hdi, nhitng ngén tay khing khiu v nhe 1én tay ti. “On thdi, luc ndo d6
trong do1, ching ta ai chang c6 don.”

“Khong, khong phai. T61 chi mudn nd1 véi ba vé cai chét.”

“Cai chét a?” ba ta 1ap lai, cau may véi toi.

“Pung,” mat t61 (ta ra nhirng giot nudc mat cam thong khi td61 nhe nhang si€t 1ay ban tay gay go.
“T61 chi muon ba biét rang ba chang c6 1y do gi phai s¢ cai chét. Moi nguoi ba yéu mén va da ra di
trudc ba dang doi ba trén thi€n duong. Tat ca nhitng gi ba phai lamla...”

“Clruvoi!” ba 1ao la 1én, dich xa khoi t61 va dién cudng nhin quanh xe buyt, “Ai do6 ctru té1. To1 bi
mot ké cudng tin gidng dao. Ctru véi! Cliru vo!”

“Khong!” tim t61 dap dién cudng khi tat cd moi ngudi nhin t61 cham cham, “Ba hiéu 1am r6i. To61
chi mué6n...”

Truée khi t6i biét chuyén gi xay ra, mot gd trung nién nghénh ngang di xudng 16i di va chi tay vao
mat toi.

“May!” Ong ta gam lén, mit do lyng. “Néu may khong g6 ctra nha chiing tao ca ngiy 1an dém, may
lai quay ray nguoi 1on tudi trén xe buyt. May phai c6 chut tu trong chi!”

“Toi... to1...” to1 lap bap, nhin ra ngoai ctra s6 trong khi dién cuong tim kiém mdt cau giai thich
khong lam t61 nghe ¢ vé nhu ké truyén dao. “Toi... 61, day la diém dén cua t61.”

Giay sau xe buyt thang kit lai va to1 bat ra khoi ghé, hoi ha di doc 161 di, nhdy qua bac xe xuong
duong. Mat tro1 xuong khoi duong chan troi va troi t61 mo mo, chi con anh den duong lap loe, kéu vo
ve, chiéu sang tirng khoang bang ludong sang mau cam am &p. Va nod do, tam bang trang véi dong chit
mau den lam bung t61 10n tung pheo, duong White, NW6. Nha to1.

To1 cho cho dén khi dam dong di qua khoéi tram xe buyt va theo sau hg cho dén try den dudong gan
nha minh nhat thi dirng lai va nap trong bong toi.

Dén sang, man cura kéo lai, ti vi 13p loe trong gbéc phong khach. Ngay sau phong khach 1a hai gia
sach, mot chat day sach cua to1, cai kia chira dia DVD va tro choi vi tinh cua Dan. Trén noc ti sach la
con voi khac bang g0 t61 mua trong chuyen du lich Thai Lan, hai cay nén hinh nha thd cam trén gia kim
loai mau den, mot cai tugng bang bac ma doi cua Dan chlen thang Giai Thu:0’ng Quang Cao London,
va mot cay nhenu trong héo rii. Trude gia sach 1a ghé xd-pha. Ai d6 ndm cudn lai & mdt phia, mot
tay Om ném ghe chan gap dudi nguoi.

bo 1a Dan.

Trén xe buyt to1 da nghi 1a minh s€ chay dén trudce ctra nha, nhan chudng va xuat hién trudc mit
anh. Thay vi lam vay thi hai nach o1 gio dam mg hoi, miéng _ kho khoc. Toi s€ noi gi day? Dan sé& ndi
sa0? Pau phai ngdy nao cling ¢6 ngud1 yéu qué cd trd vé tir cdi chét va gd cira nha ban.



To6i van cd thu du ding khi dé 1am diéu gi d6 khi anh sang tir ti vi 1ap 10e chiéu to khuon mit Dan.
Anh dang xem thtr gi giong nhu mot birc dnh. Vai anh rung rung va nu¢c mat trat nhu mua xudng ma.
Tim t61 that lai va to1 nghi minh c6 thé vugt qua chudng ngai nay. To1 chua bao gi¢ thady anh khdc nhu
the. Chua bao gio.

To1 budce lal gan cira s6 va go.

“Dan” to1 goi. “Em tr¢ vé day.”

Anh nhin 1€n, khuén mat sung hip, do lu:ng anh Ién vé ngac nhién Va‘l vui sudng.

“Em day!” Toi gao 1€én, nhay Ién nhay xubng va dién cudng vay vay tay. “Em quay lai day! Em xin
16i vé vu cii va, Dan. Em that la ngodc. Y em khong phai 1a thé dau anh yéu.”

_ 'Vé_mit Dan thay d6i. Su thit vong thay chd cho vui suéng va anh gian dit. T6i dong cing lai, tay
van vay gitra chung. Chuyén gi vira md1 xay ra? Tai sao anh khong troi cuoi nita? Anh ay van con
gian to1 u? Toi chay xudng 161 di va dam thum thyp 1én cura.

M¢ cura di, t61 nghi trong dau khi hanh lang bat sang deén va san nha k&o ket dudi nhitng budc chan
nang né. Mo cua di Dan, cho em vao nao.

Cénh ctra khé hé mo.

“Vang.” Dan 16 dau ra chd khoang trong vira mo. “Téi c6 thé gitp gi?”

“Khoi hai 1am sao,” to1 tra 101, cam thay nhu v& 0a vi sung sudng. “Chi can cho em vao trong va
om em mot cai thoi.”

“Xin 16i,” Dan cau may. “T6i khong nghe gi ca. Co thé 1ip lai duoc khong?”

“Em biét 1a em da chét,” van cudi nhin nhé nhu ngudi dién, “va em van dai loai 1a chét, nhung em
s€ quay lai v&i anh. Em chi phai vugt qua mot thir thach trude da. Em phai...”

“Nguori la ai?” anh hoi, nhin t61 tir dau té1 chan, “va nguoi muon gi?”

To61 thay khong on. Cé diéu gi d6 trong 4nh mat Dan khong binh thuong. Anh c6 vé lanh ling, xa
vang va chang chut vui mirng khi nhin thay t6i.

“Dan, la em day,” t61 vo1 td1 va cham vao ma anh. “Lucy day. Anh 6n khong? Anh soc a?”

Dan nhay dung nhu dia phai voi va hat tay to1 ra. “May nghi may dang 1am céi quai gi theé?”

“Cho em vao,” t61 nai ni khi anh sap stra dong ctra lai. “Pung lam moi thr ro1 tung 1én. Anh dang
lam em s¢ day.”

“Neéu may cam, thi c6 mot bac si cuoi duong day.”

R61 anh sap ctra vao mat toi.

“Dan,” t6i gao 1én, dam thum thup 1én canh cira gd bang ca hai nam tay. “Dan, em 1a Lucy. Lucy
day. Cho em vao di.”

Cénh ctra lai mé ra.

“Nay,” khuon mat anh da vé phan nd. “Tao khong biét may 1a ai hay may mubn gi, nhung tao khong
muon b1 lam phlen Cutdi.”

Anh déng sam ctra lai va toi nhin chim cham vao 16p son mau xanh duong bong loang, vao con sd
ba muoi ba manh mau bac va nudt nudc mat nguge vao trong. Chuyén gi vira xay ra thé nay? Tai sao
anh ay khéng nhin ra toi Vé khéng cho t6i vao trong?

T6i kho so dap cua may 1an nira, van goi tén anh 4 ay, nhung anh a ay 10 t6i di. Trong con tuyét vong,
t6i dén bén cira s6 va gd vao cira kinh. Dan van ng01 trén ghe x0-pha, mdt p vao hai ban tay.

“Em tr¢ lai ma Dan,” t61 nirc no. “Em quay vé voi anh ma.’

Dan dung day, bang qua phong khach, mat nhin t6i. Trong mdt tich tic 61 nghi anh 4y di nhan ra
minh. Nhung roi anh ay kéo man lai va bién mat.

T6i khong trd vé Ngoi Nha Danh Cho, Nhirng Ai Muyén Troé Thanh Ma ngay. Thay vi thé, t61 di bo
1én doi Primrose, ngdi trén mot bang ghe trong bong t6i, nhin chim chim xuong nhing anh dén nhap
nhay cua London, Chung sé& that dep néu t6i khong phlen mudn va co don thé nay. To61 khong thé gat



khoi dau hinh 4nh khyon mit ddm nudc mit ciia Dan. Toi chua bao gio, chura bao gid trong thdy anh
qua tuyét vong dén thé. That ra thi trong bay nam t61 chi thay anh khoc c6 bon lan. Do 1a:

1/ Khi anh dén gip t6i sau khi cha me t6i mat.

2/ Khi me¢ anh n61 véi anh 1a ba bi ung thu va. Lac dé anh khong khoc, trude médt ba, nhung sau do
anh vui minh vao vong tay t61, gidu nhitng giot nudc mat trong hdm co toi.

3/ Mot nam sau do, khi me anh né1 vd1 anh 1a ba da hoan toan binh phuc.

4/ Lic chung t61 xem b0 phim ‘Danh sach Schindler[22]” bang dia DVD. Cu6i phim, khi Schindler
rut ra chiéc nhan ma nguoi Do Thai 1am cho anh va khoc, “To1 c6 thé ctru nhi€u hon, thém mdt ngudi
Do Thai, thém hai nguoi Do Thai,” Dan nudt we xudng mot cai. Luc t01 bat den 1én, mat anh do hoe.

C6 18 rat nhiéu dan ong khoc, va trude day to1 chua ting thay tan mat. Ching kién Dan thon thire vi
toi da chét 1a canh twong kinh khung nhat t6i timng trai qua, frong tich tic ma anh nguoc 1én nhin 61 qua
ctra sO va suyt nhin ra toi, thi t61 biét 1a minh d3 dung dan khi quyét dinh quay tré lai. Ching co gi
quan trong hon viéc chiing 0 lai & bén nhau.

Lac con song, anh d ¢ canh t6i biét bao 1an va gio anh can t6i. DU tdi ¢6 1a ma thi it nhat anh ciing
biét 1a to1 dang doi theo anh.

T6i dimg day, cam thay quyét tim. Néu t6i mubn vuot qua thir thich cta minh, toi phai quay lai

Ngoi Nha Danh Cho Nhitng Ai Mudn Tré Thanh Ma va tim hiéu vi sao Dan khong nhan ra t6i. Chang
con nhiéu thoi gian dé phi pham nira.



CHUONG 7

Peén sang choang bén trong Ngoi Nha Danh Cho Nhitng Ai Mudn Trd Thanh Ma vi vy tdi xoay dam
cura va day vao. Cura bi khoa.

“Brian,” t61 la 1én qua khe bo thu, s¢ bi bo lai trudc ngudng ctra lan nita. “Lucy day. Anh m¢ ctra
cho t61 vao dugc khong?”

Co tieng lao xao o trén lau, tiéng budc chan nang né doc cau thang va rdi ctra mo.

“A, Lucy. Ta On Chua 1a c6 di vé.”

“T6i nurng 13 anh van nhé t6i,” nhe nhdm vi anh ta biét tdi 13 ai. “Va t6i ¢6 nhiéu diéu hdi anh 1am.
Trudc tién tO1 can biét tai sao...”

“Chuing ta s€ chuyén tro sau,” anh ta gio mot tay 1én ngan lai. “Ching ta can ctru Claire truge.”

“Khoi cai gi co?”

“Nguyén van 11 nhan ctia co ay 13,” anh ta ngic ngodc d6i bot den ndng trich, “toi sap stra da vao
dau con chon cai d6. Hay dén gitp t6i.”

“Cai gi! Anh dinh di gitp c6 ta danh ai d6 a?”

“Tat nhién la khong,” anh ta vira nd1 vira xua t61 khoi ngudng ctira va dong sam cura lai. “Toi sap di
can ¢ ay lai. Va co s¢€ giup t61.”

“Khong, khong dau.” T61 phan doi. “Lac nay Claire rat khiém nha voi to1 va...” nhung Brian da di
ra khoi cong va chay xuong duong nhu mot Ga Hanh DPdng dién cudng.

To1 quay lai cura trude va day no, ro1 day manh hon, nhung n6 khong nhuc nhich, Tue that! To1 nhin
tir canh ctra sang Brian. T61 phai di theo anh ta hay ngo6i1 trén thém ca dém doi ho vé.

T6i chay nuéce rit dudi theo Brian, bap dui co giat khi t01 chay trén nén dat cing va om lay mot
bén hong bi xoc. Chét ma van yéu sa0? The c6 bat cong khong?

“Brian,” t6i hon hén lac chung to1 gan dén tram xe buyt, “anh c6 tirng gia nhap Dan Quan Ty V¢
khong?”

~Anh ta gat déu va dua tay I€n céi trdn chang c6 giot mé hoéi nao chao theo ki€u nha binh, “Co. Lam

thé ngo ma co...” Anh ta nhin xuéng duong. “Xe buyt!” Chung do6 1a du, mot chi€c xe hai tang mau do
om lay goc cua. N6 dirng lai canh chung t6i, Brian tra tién vé va leo 1én tang trén. Toi di theo sau, nim

lay tay vin va kéo 1& minh 1én cac bac thang Anh ta dtng trén dinh thang, nhin quanh, mat lia sang trai
ro1 sang phai nhu trong tai bong ban.

“T6i chi dang im mot chd riéng tu ma s& khong bi nghe 10m,” anh ta thi tham nhu thé ching toi
dang thyc hi¢n mdt nhiém vu bi mat quan su.

T6i lach qua anh ta, tim chd va ngdi xuéng mot cai ghé & phia trudc.

“Néu chung ta ngo6i day,” to1 giat co tay anh ta, “ching ta c6 thé quan sat toan bd khung canh ngoai
cura sO va chac chan la chang c6 ai theo doi ching ta.”

“To1 nghi c6 dinh noi1 té1 phe dao chinh, Lucy.” Brian than trong ng61 xuong ria ghé sao cho chiing
to1 khong cham vao nhau.

To61 thady minh dé mat. “Ping.”

“Chung ta khong tim phe dao chinh,” anh ta cau may véi t61. “Chang ta tim Claire. C6 ay noi1 véi
to1 la c6 ay ¢ quan bar Dublin Castle & duong Camden.”

To1 ngac nhién nhin anh ta cham cham, nhat tho1 bi choang véi nhitng gi anh ta vira am chi. Claire
co la ké kho wa hay Brian boc day mui ciing ching dang ké gi vi chiung t61 ¢6 thé giao tiep voi nhau
qua than giao cach cam. Lam sao ma c6 thé binh chan trudce dieu dé chi?

“Anh co6 thé doc dugc suy nghi trong dau t61 khong, Brian?”” t61 hoi day hi vong. “Anh c6 thé ndi
luc nay t61 dang nghi gi khong?”

“Tat nhién 1a khong.” Anh ta dich ra xa, nhin t61 nhu thé t61 b1 dién. “T61 da no1 chuyén véi Claire



trén dién thoai, Lucy. Co mot cai dién thoai trén gia ngay canh bép.”

‘CA 29

Roi mot khoang 1ing kéo dai va toi nhin cham cham ra cira s6, fay cr mo dong vi tach tach. Cudce
song trén du:ong pho Bac London van héi ha dién ra, nhirng tai xé xe gian dir bam coi lién tuc, cac
chang trai ci ngudi trén quay thit nuéng dot nhd diéu thude trong khi mat van dan trén nhiing c6 gai di
trén phd Pan 6ng mac com 1€ voi vang di vé nha, vugt qua nhitrng nhom thanh nién ty tdp cuoi dua, cac
cap tinh nhan, tay trong tay, dung trude cira nha hang va doc cac thuc don dugce dat ngay trude quan.

“Brian,” cudi cung toi cat 101, “lam thé nao ma trong vi to1 c¢6 hai tram bang, nhung tat ca giay to,
thé ngan hang va d6 dac déu bién mat?”

Anh ta tic ludi. “Cd van chua doc cac quy dinh phai khong?”

“To1 khong co6 thoi gian,” t01 ngoai lai, nhin khong ro1 mat khoi mot cdp doi tua vao ctra s6 quan
rugu va dang hon nhau say dam. “T61 phai di gap hon phu.”

“Roi1 sa0?”

“That 1a kinh khing,” moéi dudi run run va toé1 €p minh khong dugc khoc nira. “Anh ay khong nhan
ra to1, Brian.”

“Oi, Lucy,” anh ta tho dai. “Néu c6 chi can doc qua cac quy dinh co s& biét viéc do s& xay ra.’

“Nhu’ng t6i van g10ng trudce kia,” to1 quay sang nhin anh ta. “Tb6i da kiém tra trong guong roi ma.’

“T6i thay co,” doi mat anh ta anh 1én su  thuong cam, “gidng nhu hinh dang ma c6 thay. Claire ciing
thé. Nhung nhu’ng nguo1 khac nguo1 con song, ho thay ching ta hot khac, Lucy. Cai d6 goi 1a bé cong
thai duong trong thi giac.”

“Céai gi?” To1 kinh hoang.

“Cu hinh dung la t61 dang c6 trong tay mot hinh nhan bang dat sét.” Brian gio hai tay 1é€n trudc mit.
“Va ro1 t61 nén no lai mot chit.” Anh ta ép hai tay lai véi nhau. “No6 van la hinh nhan d6 nhung trong
hoi khac mét chut. D6 1a nhirng gi xay ra voi ching ta.”

“Nhung Dan nhin ra t61. Trong mot gidy ngan ngui dau tién.”

Brian gat dau. “Viéc bé cong thi giac khong xay ra ngay lap tirc. Ludn sau mot khac.”

“Piéu do co tac dong gi dén giong nodi cua ching ta khong? Do 1a 1y do Dan ciing khong nghe duoc
to1 nira phai khong?”

“Khong. N6 giong nhu cam. Piéu 512.6: néu ban co giao tiép voi ngudi quen, nhitng nd luc clia
ban s€ bi chdn lai. Ban s€ trd thanh cAm né€u ¢6 nodi, chir viét s€ bién thanh ngdn ngtr kho hiéu. Co s&
biét diéu do6 néu chiu doc...”

“Quy dinh. Plng, anh da noi ré1, Brian.”

T6i van c6 muong trong ra viée bé cong thai duwong khi xe buyt vong qua goc duong Camden High
va ré sang Parkway. Nhirng nguo1 vui cho1 dém ther Sdu tu tap trude ga tau dign Camden. Tiéng nhac
vang ra tr cac cau lac bg, quén rugu, nha hang. Bu hang nguo1, du loai trang phuc 1an nhirng ké vo gia
cu do ra duong. Cudc song day sinh lyc vay quanh ching t6i. Chang la gi khi Claire khong thé tir bo.

“C6 mot 1an t6i gap me minh & Covent Garden, hay toi twong thé. Luc d6 khoang mot thang sau 18
tang.” To1 xoay sang nhin Brian. “Anh c6 nghi nhu vay c6 nghia 1a ba quay lai tran thé dé hoan thanh
thir thach khong?”’

“Hoan toan c6 thé,” anh ta ndi véi vé hiéu biét.
“Nhung ba ay chua bao gio lam ma xuat hién trudc mait toi. Anh c6 nghi 1a ba da that bai?”
Anh ta lac dau. “Thinh thoang c6 ngudi vuot qua dugc thir thach va khong chon thanh ma.”

“Nhung tai sao, nhu thé that vo 1y? Tai sao phai vuot qua bao kho khan, roi lai khong xut hién
trudc nguoi ban yéu...”

Brian gio tay 1én cit ngang va dimg day. “Chung ta t6i r6i.”
Bén trong Dublin Castle dong nghet. T61 di theo mai toc xoan den cua Brian khi anh ta lach qua



dam dong xay xin huong vé phia canh cira c6 hang chir den d6 LUST BOYS viét bing phong chir Xau
nhat t6i tirng thay Lic ching toi dén gan, mot gd gdy gio xuong mic 4o thun T-shirt bé mau den, quan
jean chat cliing gio tay ra chan lai.

“MAy ngudi?” han hoi.

Brian luc trong vi va ldy ra to hai muoi bang. “Hai.”

Ga Mong Dinh chp 1y to tién ciia Brian va dan 1én tay ching t6i mdt cai hinh ngoan ngoéo mau
den.

“Vao di.”

_ Ctra déng sam sau lung chung t6i va tiéng tréng inh tai nhitc 6¢ nén vao tai toi. Bén trong tdi thui,
day mui bia va mo hoi, chang c6 cho nao deé tho, dé di chuyén (n6 con t€¢ hon phong giam). Brian nhon
1én va nhin quanh.

“Lucy,” anh ta réng vao tai t6i. “T6i da thiy Claire va hinh nhu ¢6 mau.”

“Mau,” t6i 1ap lai. “Chét tiét.”

T61 di theo hudng Brign chi, len 161 qua dam dong, 16 di may cai khuyu tay choc tring hay chan
dam phai. Co thir gi d6 ban vao lung t6i va mot chit 16ng 4m 4m chay xudng 40 ngoai, tir gdy xudng
mong.

T6i khan, lay Troi d6 1 bia, va tiép tuc hudng tdi san khau.

Dé dang nhan ra ban nhac, Mot ca si toc nhudm, thap bé dang gao vao micro, con nguoi danh tréng
béo U dap hai cai dui vao trong véi di¢u bo nhu bi than kinh. Chi ¢6 tay danh ghi-ta dién 1a van dung
dang hoang, mat nham nghién, chi c6 ngdn tay dang gay dan la chirng to6 anh ta khong phai dang dung
ngu guc.

“Nhin kia,” Brian tim lay vai t61. “Co ay kia kia.”

Claire dang nam trén san, doi bot den huo huo trong khong khi, vay cudn 18n tan eo, 16 ca quan 16t.
Mot 16 mii 16m dém mau, vai lon toc bung ra khoi bai. Mot a t6¢ vang mic 4o [6t may do dang ngoi
giang chan trén ngudi ¢ ta, nén dau Claire xudng san nha trong khi Claire vira kéo quan 4o vira thui
vao a kia. Mat ca hai do lung va cung thd hon hén.

Gi6ng nhu nhin hai tén Gothicor23] tham gia vao Quy Bao Vé Pong Vat Hoang Da.

Brian diig nhu cam ré xuéng san, miéng ha hdc. “Nay,” t6i thui vao canh tay anh ta. “Lam gi d6 di!

b '77

Ngén ho lat!

Anh ta budc téi mot bude, nging, roi lui lai. “Quan doi khong huin luyén toi ddi phéd véi tinh
hubng nay, Lucy.”
T6i dao tron mat. “Oi, lay Chaa! Chi can tach ho ra thoi. Toi s& giup anh.”
. Hoc mén adrenaline[24] va trang thai mu mi déy to1 budc ra khéi ddm dong va tién vé phia vu au
a.
“Kéo co tara,” to1 chi Brian Vé hudng & toc do. “To1 sé kéo Claire.”
Brian x6ng toi va lay hai tay x6¢ nach ké tin céng Claire, kéo ¢ ta ra trong khi t61 tom 14y mot tay

Claire ¢0 keo ¢6 ta dimg day. Trudc khi t61 kip dinh than, ban L tay tyr do cua c0 ta hit trong khong khi,
tring vao goc ham toi. Toi loang choang 10i lai, hoi stmg s6t r6i [ai v6i t6i chd ¢6 ta.

“Ping ¢6 1am tro hé,” ¢6 ta la 1én, may lon toc quin trén dau co ta phat pho nhu nhitng con ran ctia
Gorgon[25]. “T61 chang can ai gitp.”
“Lay Chua, Claire,” to1 gao 1€n, tay xoa cam. “Téi chi ngan co khong bi giét.”
“T6i khong thé chét,” ¢6 ta rit 1én. “Nhé chir?”
li‘]'?’ﬁng,” tiéng ctia vai ké vang 18n tir dam dong. “Tat ca ching ta s& song mii. Nhu nhac rock and
roll !

_Bén kia san khiéu vii 4 toc vang gidy giua trong tay Brian, hai nam tay ddm vao hai bén dau Brian.
Cam anh ta nghién lai nén t61 doan anh ta dau lam.



“Claire,” toi gdo lén. “C6 ciing mudn Brian bi dau nira 4?”

Co ta nhin vé phia Brian va v€ mat gian ra mot chut.

“Puoc roi,” ¢6 ta nhom ngudi 18n. “Mai t6i s& giai quyét co ta sau.”

Pam dong van la 6 khi ching t6i loang choang rut ra ngoai. Claire cudi nhu dién ca quing dudng.
“Nhin kia,” t61 n61 khi budce chan ra ngoai duong. “Xe buyt cua chiing ta kia.”

“Xéo di,” Claire rua. “Toi phan khich qua. T6i s& chay b vé nha.”

Chiéc xe buyt vut qua va toi chim chim nhin vao dudi xe.

Chét tiét.

Néu 1am thé thi s& mat ca tiéng dong ho. Gid tdi phai 1am gi day? Toi nhin Claire khuat bong ¢

ddng xa va quyét dinh. Toi phai di theo c6 ta. Co ta chi 1a mot dtra tré. Tay t6i xach gidy 6ng va bat
dau chay. Co6 1én nao, t61 tu nhu, chay nhanh hon nao.

“Pé t61 yén,” Claire rit khi 61 dudi kip.

“Khong thé duoc,” t6i thd hdn hén khi Claire ngirng chay va bat dau di bo. “Tai bi 15 xe buyt.”

“Hay that.”

“Hay that.”

Ching t61 cude bo trong im ling, tir ngit bat tach tich trong dau. Toi khong chiu ndi sy im ling kéo
dai, n6 lam t61 lo lang. Im ldng cang lau t61 cang lo lang vé viéc minh s€ noi thanh mot trang nhu kiéu
b1 hdi chirng Tourette[26]. To1 liéc nhin Claire. Con-Bo-Gothic-Ich-Ky-Béo-U-Ngu-Ngoc-Dang-Ghét.

“Vay,” t6i ¢b ép ra mot nu cudi, “cd co dinh ké cho tdi nghe chuyén xay ra toi nay khong?”

“Tai sao toi nén lam thé?” Claire lai rao budc nhanh hon.

T6i chay theo ¢6 ta, nhit quyét deo bam. “Vi t6i ¢d giup c6 ma o lai ddm t6i, 1i do day.”

“Td mo, phai khong,” ¢o ta nhudng mot chin may 1én. “Néu co thay can phai biét thi con chon toc
vang do ngu voi Keith. To1 chang thé nodi1 gi vi diéu khodn cam, vi thé to1 tat a.”

“Keith la ai?”

“Chua o1, Nguoi Tién St.” Claire liéc toi. “Co qua cham tiéu hay that sy khong biét gi day? Keith
Krank 13 ca si chinh ctia ban nhac Lust Boys. Anh ay trén san khau t6i nay, d6 ngdc.

;‘Tal sao cO lai ban tAm chuyén c6 ta ngu voi Keith cha?” To61 héi tlep, bo qua 101 nhan xét t61 1a dd
ngoc.

“Boi vi 4 nga voi anh ay chi mot tiéng rudi sau khi t6i quan hé voi Keith.”

“T6i nay a?”

“Khong, ba tiéng trudc khi toi chét.”

“Nhung co6...”

“Ty tir. Pung thé.”

Lam sao ma t6i hiéu dugc co cha? Toi chua bao gid trd chuyén voi mot ngudi tu tir. Hay nguoi
chét.

“Keith 14 ban trai ctia c6 a2 Téi danh liéu hoi.

Claire nhin vai. “T61 khong biét. Quan h¢ nam 1an v6i ai d6 thi c6 duoc tinh 14 ban trai khong?”

“Tb6i khong chic.”

“Co biét day, anh 4y 1a mot thi si.” Claire tiép tuc, mat nhin t6i voi vé nghi ngd. “Anh ay that su
ngot ngao, dé xic dong. Khi khong hat cho ban nhac thi anh ay 1am vi¢c cho Trai Cho.”

“Trai cho. Pugc. Véy co giap anh ta nhu thé nao? C6 1a fan ham md di theo c6 dong 4?2~

“Khong!” Co ta liéc t6i nhu thé t6i vira budc td1 ¢b ta 1a fan ham md cua ban nhac Westlife. “To61
thir giong cho ban nhac. Va dirng t6 vé ngac nhién nhu thé, Lucy. Toi that sy 1a mot tay ghi-ta cir day.”

“Vay tai sao ho khong nhan c6 vao ban nhac?”



“Bao nhiéu c6 gai qua kho dugc nhin vao ban nhac chir?” C6 ta vong qua goc cua.
_To1 nghi ra mot y. Toi can phai no1 gi d6 1am cho ¢6 ta cam thay kha hon. T61 phai dua ra mot hinh
mau co tinh khich 1€.
“Thé Mass Cass cua ban nhac ‘Mama va Papa’ thi sao? C6 ay béo va thong minh, nhung dau co tu
sat. Co ta chét lic dang an mot cai banh sandw...”
“Me ki€p, Lucy” Claire dop lai. “Co that 1a dai dang.”
C6 ta chang no1 thém 161 nao v t1 suot quang duong con lai.



CHUONG 8

THU HAIL NGAY 29 THANG TU -~ NGAY THU BA

Chao ngay méi, Lucy,” tin nhan dan trén ti lanh ghi thé. “Vong qua khic cua dén quan ca phé dung
bira sang mudn. Ra day voi ching t61. Brian. Tai bat: hom nay 1a thor Hai.”

T6i dui mét va doc lai tin nhén lan nita.

Cai gi? Thtr Hai? Lam sao ¢6 thé nhu thé co cha?

T6i nam vat trén giuong vao toi thir Bay sau khi tro vé Ngoi Nha Danh Cho Nhing Ai Muén Tré
Thanh Ma vé1 Claire va cd ta nhiy ram ram trong phong, hat vang 1én nhac LUST BOYS. Khong thé
c6 chuyén t01 ngu nguyén ngay Chu nhat. Phai khong nhi?

T6i dun 4m nude va lay cai lo bang gbm bui bam tir ngudng cira s6. Ca phé. Ca phé sé& giup toi tinh
tdo vach ra ké hoach hanh dong.

T61 m& ndp 1o va nhin vao bén trong. Hét sach. Chét tiét. Néu té1 mudn udng ca phé to1 s€ phai ra
voi Brian va Claire. Tuyét that, lai thém Clairg, thé 1a thanh sang Thir Hai Hoan Hao. Toi ty ly luan
khi thm lay cai phong bi va bu:oc ra khoi nha rang it nhat tin nhan cua Brian cling ching 6 13, ngoi nha
van c6 su séng (thoi duge, vé mit ki thuat thi da chét, nhung ban hiéu ¥ t6i mudn néi gi rdi day).

Vira r€ qua goc cua, to1 thay ngay Claire dang chién dau voi bita sang dang kinh ngac. C6 ta liéc
1€n khi to1 budc t01 vo1 ve co the goi 1a hoi-mét-vi-tim-ca-phe, nhung lai nhin xudng luc t6i tién lai
gan, miy lon toc xoa xudng mit khi co ta can xic xich.

“Chao Lucy,” Brian hén ho chao ltc i kéo ghé va ngdi xudng.

Anh ta trong t¢ hai. Mat trai bam tim va sung hup 1€n nhu tring ga, c6 vai vét rdp trén ma.

“Qi, Chtia o1, anh trong that kinh khing!”

Claire ching hé d6 mit hay to chat hoi 16i nao, co ta tip trung nhai bita sang.

Brian nhan vai. “Khong t¢ dén theé dau.”

T6i goi bita sang day rau va an hét sach. Ba muoi sau gid ngl vii lam t6i an hét strc ngon miéng.
Gitra nhirng 1an nhai, t61 hoi Brian vé chuyén xay ra sau khi t61 ro1 khdi quan rugu. Anh ta khong té vé
khé chiu 1am, nhung hinh nhu & toc vang chang diu dang gi va cao cau mit Brian trudc khi ca hai bi
bao v¢ tong ra ngoai.

“Va to1 trd ve nha, roi leo thing 1én givdng.” Brian ké.

T61 nhap ca phé, thudng thirc vi nudc am, dang dang. “Sao to61 ngu lau vay? Trudc gio téi chua
tung ngu lau dén the.”

“Cha, lién lac v&1 Sach Ky Luc Guinness[27] ngay.” Claire 1am bam.

T61 nhin ¢6 ta. “Co noi gi co?”

“Quén di.”

To1 m¢ miéng dinh dop lai nhung Brian gio tay 1én ngan lai, “T61 nghi qua trinh ngu mé man la sy
chuyen tiép tir coi trung gian xudng coi tran. Toi con ngu lau gap doi c¢b khi moi dén ddy. Co co nghi
cac vi Thanh s€ trur khoang thoi gian do6 ra cho ching ta?”

“Pung thé. T6i hoi lo lang vé khoang thoi gian da bo phi. Hom nay 1a ngay thir ba va toi van chua
hé nhuc nhich di im gd Archie ndo d6.”

“Pirng tr gy ap luc cho minh,” Brian phét mot 16p bo day 1én banh mi nuéng. “Ngay dau tién cd
s€ gap chut kho khan, va tham chi con kho s& hon vao budi t61.”

“Dung thé. To1 qua dung la hoi gidong tra tan.”

Claire bat ngo dit phich dao va nia xuong, day ghé ra dot ngot dén ndi chan ghé ca trén nén gach.

“Sao t61 khong di cho 161, dé cho hai ngud1 thodi mai ndi xau téi sau lung. Lam thé hai nguoi thich
thi 1am a? Hay 1am ha Lucy?”



“T6i...” t6i mé miéng, nhung cd ta di di dén giira quan.

“C¢ veé nhu to1 lai phai tra tién bira sdng cho c¢6 ta nira ro1,” Brian 1am bam luc ctra quan ca phé
dong sam lai.

T61 nhin anh ta chdm cham. “Sao ¢6 ta ludn muon gay su voi té1 the?”

Anh ta chd ngon tay cai 1én moi trén va bung chd trimg dinh trén ria ra, né bay vong trong khong khi
va ha xudng am tra cua ban bén canh. Ba 120 dang cam cai am la 1én va lam r&t no.

“Co ay gy sur voi moi ngudi,” Brian rd rang 1a thay toan canh hai cu gia dang ctru chd banh nuéng
khé1 dong nude tra ndng hoi. “Khong chi minh c6 dau.”

To61 12y khan gidy lau miéng va cam cai phong bi 1én.

“T61 can doc nhitng quy dinh va tim xem c¢6 cach nao dé khién Dan nhédn ra t6i...”

“Khong c6 dau,” Brian cat ngang.

“Va 10i,” t6i noi tiép, 10 di Ngai-Biéi-Tudt-Dinh-Trang, “tdi can tim thém chut thong tin vé gi
Archie. C6 may vi tinh va mang Internet trong nha khong?”’

Brian lac dau. “Khong cd, va néu c6 thi t61 cling khong biét cach sir dung. T61 1a ki€u ngudi cua but
chi va giday. Co thtr tim trong thu vi¢n xem sao.”

“Thu vién a? Dugc day.”

“Co cur lam viéc can lam, Lucy,” anh ta dirng 1€n. “T61 nén bat tay vao vi¢c thuc hién thir thach cua
minh.”

“Tuyét that,” t61 mim cud1, mé nhirng quy dinh ra. “Chuc vui vé nhé.”

Céc quy dinh dugc chia thanh bay phan riéng biét:

1/ Nhiing gi c6 thé 1am.

2/ Nhitng gi khong thé 1am.

3/ Phan gi4i thiéu - nhirng chi dan.

4/ Luat 1€ bao quan Ng61 Nha Danh Cho Ai Muon Tr¢ Thanh Ma.

5/ Piéu s€ xay ra néu vuot qua thir thach.

6/ Di€u s€ xay ra néu khong vuot qua thir thach.

7/ Diéu s€ xay ra néu thay doi y dinh vé viéc vugt qua thir thach.

Muc thtr hai - “Nhirng gi khong thé lam’ - dai dang dac va mgt 61 1ap tire lia dén hang ghi rang ban
khong thé giao t1ep v6i ngudi quen lac con sbng. N6 ghi 1a: ‘Cam thir va giao tiép voi nguo1 quen lac
con song. Bao gom, nhung khong gidi han: cha me, anh chi em rudt, ban tinh, ngudi yéu, anh chi em
ho, ¢6 di, chi bac, dong nghi¢p, ban be, nguoi quen, di tac cong viéc, hoi vién cau lac bo, hoi vién

phong gym[2s], cac chi hdi yéu thich, nguoi ban bao, chu ctra hidu quan 4o, ngudi dua thu, béc si, canh
sat...”

Danh sach rat dai nén t6i bo qua.

“Néu ban thir va giao tiép voi ngudi quen lic con song thi:

1/ Ho s& khong nhan ra ban.

2/ Ho s€ khong hiéu ban (doc myc cam tai trang 566).

3/ Bt ctr déu hi¢u hay su giao tiép nao ban khdi xudng déu s& bi hiéu sai va hiéu lam.

4/ Bat ctr nd luc thir va giao tiép thong qua viét, ra hiéu, ki tw hay cong nghé nao khac déu s& bi
bién thanh kho doc va khong thé hiéu duoc.

5/ Bit ctr nd lyc thir va giao tiép nio nham giri tin nhian cho mot ngudi thong qua ngudi khac déu bi
bién thanh khong thé hiéu dugc (xem muyc trung gian va tam linh tai trang 673).
~ Vay d6 13 1y do Dan cu xir khac thuong véi toi. Anh Ay khong doc 4c hay di bi tiy ndo, chi 1a anh
ay khong biét t61 1a ai.

Brian da ding.



Toi ching c6 cach nao 1am cho Dan nhan ra minh - hay hiéu ttr ndo. Chét tiét. Néu cach duy nhat dé
¢ canh anh ay 1a trd thanh ma, thi t61 phai vuot qua thir thach ctia minh. Chang con cach nao khac.

To1 ludt qua cac quy dinh va tho dai. Chéng 6 cach nao doc hét duoc, trir khi t6i danh ra tam ngay
chil tAm vao n6. T61 dang dinh ném no6 di va xem chuyén gi xay ra. Nhung trudc tién, Str-Ménh-Phai-
Tim-Cho-Ra-Thém-Thong-Tin-Vé- Archibald Humphreys

Ai biét thu vién co mang Internet nhi? Va chang phai nhitng anh chang dé thuong & tiém Simpson s¢
chi cho ban may nao dang roi va huong dan ban cach | dang nhap sao? Nhung khong phal 12 t6i, qua dé
sir dung ma. Gio thi tat ca nhiing gi to1 phai 1am 1a go day dii tén ho ciia Archibald trén Google nhan
enter, t01 s€ c¢o dia chi email cta anh ta hay, néu t61 that sy may man, s6 di¢n thoai va roi toi1 chi can...

Khong tim thay tir khda Archibald Humphreys-Smythe trong tai liéu ndo.

Cai gi? Khong ¢6 gi sao? Sao c6 thé chang c6 gi chir? Google con co thé tim ra Osama Bin Laden
néu ban du kién nhan kia ma.

T6i thir lai, 1an nay go ‘Cong ty may tinh Bitz’ vao 6 tim kiém. Lam on hay c6, t0i thim cau nguyén
lac nhan enter d6 1a noi 1am viéc cua anh ta. Nhat dinh phai co.

Cong ty may vi tinh Bitz (London) - Chuyén thiét ké va phat trién phan mém.

Co vay chu!

Oi, qua tuyét, va duong dan “thong tin cong ty’ s& cho t6i biét nhan vién. . .

.Khong. Chang co6 gi vé Archie, ching c6 dong nao dé cap dén doi1 ngii nhan vién, chi c6 vai phan
mém may vi tinh kho hiéu ngay trudc mat. To1 dién cuong nhap chudt vao nhirng duong dan khac trén
trang web.

Chang c6 gi. Khong c6 gi. Khong co ti gi.

Lam sao ma ti gip Archie duoc ddy néu:

a/ To1 khong biét anh ta trong thé nao.

b/ T61 khong c6 s6 dién thoai ctia anh ta.

c/ To1 khong c6 dia chi email cua anh ta.

Lua chon duy nhat cta t6i la goi dén Cong ty may vi tinh Bitz va yéu cau dugc gip anh ta, nhung toi
s€ noi g day ‘Chao, c6 muon gap gai va di tim tinh yéu dich thuc khong?” Anh ta s€ nghi t6i 1a nhan
vién quang cao cho chu’ong trinh ti vi dém khuya[29] hang bét.

Oi, cho da, t6i bo 15 mot duodng dan. N6 1a mot hang chit nho xiu, nam khuét & goc phai, trén cung.
Tuyén dung

Lay troi d6 12 cong viée thiét ké d6 hoa, lay troi d6 1a viéc. .. 6i..

Can nguoi thiét ké web. Thong thao Photoshop, ngon ngir lap trmh HTML, J avascrip, CSS. Yéu

cau sy ti mi. Uu tién nguroi c¢o kinh nghiém. Lién hé Graham Wellington theo s6’ dién thoai 0207 437
9854 dé biét thém chi tiét.

Kinh nghiem vé web duy nhat ctia t6i 1a dd mua mdt mau phac hoa khong dung nira trén Ebay
Nhung cong viéc thiét ké d6 hoa trydc day timg 1am co nghla 1a t61 gio1 Photoshop va ¢6 sy ti mi. Toi
c6 thé ty mua vai cudn sach thiét ké web, nghién ctru dé dap g ba yéu cau con lai. T6i von nhanh tri
ma. N6 kho dén mirc nao nhi?

To1 muon mot cay but cia Anh-Chang-That-Ca-Vat Simpson va nguéch ngoac so6 dién thoai phia
sau bang quy tac. Gio tat cd nhirng gi t61 can lam la Itra ddo va hoan thanh mot ban ly lich, mua may
cai dia CD va tim vai trang web ma to1 co6 thé liét ké 1a minh tirng 1am. Ro61 tat cd nhitng gi can lam la
quay v€ nha va goi cho ga Graham Wellington nao do.

Bung t61 ho1 nhon nhao. Chi la mot ct dién thoai thé1 ma. Qua don gian. Phai khong nao?



CHUONG 9

“Brian c6 nha khong?” t6i goi khi budc chan vao Ngoi Nha Danh Cho Nhitng Ai Muén Tré Thanh Ma.
R61 ngdp ngung hon, “Claire ¢6 nha khong?”

Chang c6 tiéng tra 101.

“Brian, Claire, c6 ai ¢ nha khong?”

Chéng al & nha. Ta on Chta. Toi that sy khong muon goi cudc dién thoai quan trong d6 véi Claire
canh khoe sau lung va t61 cdm gidc rang Brian s€ khong tan thanh nhiing 161 né1 doi trang tron cua toi.
T61 khong can thinh gia, ma chi can lam khan truong trude khi ddnh mat diing khi.

Dién thoaj ndm ngay chd céi k& bén dudi cau thang, ding chd Brian chi. Day dién thoai qué ngin
nén khong thé kéo ra phong trudc vi vay toi phai nép duoi gam ¢ cau thang. Cai ké c6 mui long ndo va
16t giay. Lung t61 dau nhirc vi phal khom nguoi, nhung c¢6 phim bam. Khai dau tot dep.

“Xin chio,” giong noi bén dau kia vang 1én. “Cong ty may vi tinh Bitz diy. Graham Wellington xin
dugc phuc vu.”

Xin dugce phuc vy a? Anhta la... quan gia u?

“Xin chao anh Wellington. Téi 1a Lucy Brown. Téi lién lac vé viéc tuyén thiét ké web.”

C6 mdt khoang nging. Kha 1au. Toi c6 thé nghe tiéng thd cia Graham Wellington.

T6i huyén thuyén. “T6i c6 nhiéu kinh nghiém va tat nhién 1a t6i co tit ca nhitng ki ning ma quy cong
ty yéu cau va toi khong bi€t li¢u anh c¢6 can t61 g1 ban 1y lich hay li¢u...”

“Co c6 phai 1a ngudi dé thuong khong, Lucy Brown?”

To1 nhudng chan may. “Anh vira néi gi co?”

“C6 1a nguoi dé thuong hay khé wa? Cong ty may vi tinh Bitz chi tuyén nguoi dé thwong.”

Oi Chta oi! G4 nay 12 ai thé?

“T6i 1a...” Oi, Chta oi, toi s& phai n6i thanh 101, phai khong? «...Toi 1a nguoi rat dé thuong.”

“Tét, t6t.” Ngai Wellington am tr. “Co dén day lac ba gid chiéu duoc khong? Ching ta s& noi
chuyén riéng mot luc, mot cudc chuyén tro riéng tu nho nho chi hai nguo1, dé hi€éu nhau hon.”

“A, néi chuyén riépg,” t61 1ap lai, hai 1an lién kiém tra s6 dién thoai vira goi. Khong, rd rang 1a no

khong 'bat dau bang s6 0898. To1 dau co goi dudng day chat sex. “Vay 1a chiéu nay anh s& phong véan
t6i cho vi tri thiét ké web a?”

Graham tho dai. “Oi, Lucy, Lucy, Lucy, phong van chi 1a cach néi theo hinh thirc. C6 ¢ can hudng
dan khong?”

“Khong, t6i biét roi. Cam on anh. Pé phong ho, t6i s& in ra mot ban d6 duong di.”

Anh ta phat ra mdt Am thanh nhu ti€ng xinh xich cua tau Itra. “Ciing biét cach sap x€p. Rat tot.”

To1 khong biét phai no1 gi. May la hinh nhu Graham khong dé y. “Hen gdp co lac ba gio, c6
Brown. Toi rat muon dugc gap co.”

“Vang, irm, t01 cling the.”

Duong day tit ngam va t61 nhin dién thoai cham cham, Cai quai quy gi day? T61 da budc thém mot
budc dén gan Archibald Humphreys-Smythe, vay la tot roi.

To1 danh ra ca budi trua dé co quyét dinh xem nén mic trang phuc gi. Ban biét nén mac gi vé1 mdt
cudc phong van thong thudng: vest lich su, giay co6 got va toc tai gon gang, nhung s€ mac gi trong “mot
cudc chuyén tro riéng tu dé chiu” day?

Liéu quan jean c6 qua nhéch nhéc khong? Quan jean vdi 4o vest thi sao? Hay vay va 4o chui dau?
Ao tam hai manh va Xa rong30] thi sao?

T6i luc tung t0 quan 4o, cac ngin kéo rai day trén givong va thir két hop ca ta kiéu trude khi quyét
dinh: 40 chui dau c6 lo mau den, vay do dai dén dau goi, bot den. Binh thuong nhung khong 161 thoi.



T6i nhiin miii trong guwong. N6 con thiéu gi do.

Nit trang thi sao nhi? Tdi nén deo hay thio nhan dinh hon ra? Tdi an n6 1én moj va can nhic. Mot
mat chiéc nhan khién t61 thay minh gan v&1 Dan hon, nhu:ng mat khac, t61 khong muon liéu voi nguy co
Graham Wellington s& hoi t61 céu nao khac thuong nhu, “Vay la, c6 Brown, ¢6 dinh méc quan 1ot dang
ten ngoan hién hay quan 16t chén bang ni 1ong hu hong khéy go1 trong dém tan hon? Tai, Cong ty may

vi tinh Bitz, chung toi chi thich quan 6t ngoan hién’. T61i can cudc phong van cang don’ gian cang tot.
Nhat 1a khi 61 dinh noi déi vé chuyén mon va kinh nghiém.

T6i thio chiéc nhin ra va cin than dit nd vao trong ti dau giudng.

“Emxin 16i, Dan,” t6i thi tham. “Em hira s& deo nhan lai sau khi da vugt qua thir thach.”

Puoc rdi, dén luc di ri, trude khi t6i doi y. Toi tim 14y 4o khoac, hdi ha xudng cau thang, budc ra
khoi cua trude.

Va dam sam vao Brian.

“Oi, Chaa oi! Toi thanh that xin 161,” t6i v0 nhe vao canh tay anh ta. “Anh khong sao chu?”

Anh ta cau nhau va lach qua toi.

“Brian, anh 6n ca chir?” t61 cao giong hon.

“Ha?” anh ta nhin ludt qua t61. “Co noi1 gi a, Lucy?”

“Anh 6n khong?”

“OI] 2

Anh ta tréng chang 6n ti ndo. Tham chi rau ciing ri xuéng. T6i nhin dong hd. Chi con hai muoi phut
1a dén gid hen.

“To1 ¢6 hen phong van xin viéc, nhung sau d6 s€ vé nha. Chung ta s€ no1 chuyén sau.”

“Néu cO6 mudn.”

Mo hoi chay giot trén song lung ltc t6i di 1én dudng Tottenham Court va hon hén dém sb nha. 59...
61...67...91...

That su t61 dang strng sot. Té1 da song & London sdu ndm troi vay ma khong thé doc cai ban do
chét tiet. Trén duong dén Cong ty may vi tinh Bitz t61 da Jac may 1an co chit? Thuc t€ 1a, qua nhiéu
lan, t61 dang kha chac 1a minh lai lac nira... Oi1!... 113. Cudi cung cling t&1!

To1 van dam mo ctra va nu cuoi hon ho trén moi vut tat. Ngay trude mat la cai cau thang dung nhat
ma 01 timg thay. Téi 14y vat 4o khodc lau tran va rén ri. Néu nong hon nira thi t6i s& chét chim trong
mo ho1 mat. To61 nhin lai céi cau thang Khong, on thoi, t61 s€ lam duogc.

_ Toi leo 1én, timg bac mdt, cho dén khi, rét cude, ciing dén cira Cong ty may vi tinh Bitz. To6i nhin
dong ho: hai gio' npam muoi chin phat. Bang gio. Néu t61 may man, phan vién tiép tan s¢ dong long trac
an, dé cho to1 ngoi nghi, mo1 i ly nude trude khi bat dau phong van. Tham chi toi con cd, thé cd thira
thdi gian dé chai lai toc tai va chinh trang vé ngoai cho ra dang chuyén vién thiét ké web day ning luc.

T6i hit mot hoi that sau, kéo clra md, va nin ra nu cudi than thién nhat c6 thé.

“Xin chao,” to1 tu gi61 thigu. “To1 1a Lucy Brown.”

Mot cén phong day nhitng g3 cuc mich quay lai nhin t6i cham cham. T6i chira bao gio thay nhiéu ga
toc dai, rau ria, deo kinh hay két hop ca ba diém d6 nhiéu dén thé va tat ca troé mat nhin toi nhu thé toi

vira roi xuong tir Hanh T1nh Phu Nir. G4 may rau nhan nhui, toc ngan, khong deo kinh duy nhat dang
mic 40 T-shirt c¢6 logo ctia chuong trinh Red Dwarfi31].

“Xin 161,” t6i noi v4i g rau ria ding gan nhat. “T6i 13 Lucy Brown. Toi ¢6 hen phong van véi
Graham Wellington luc ba gio.”

(33 rau ria nhin t01 qua bd toc day che ca mat.

“P1 vong qua goc kia, t061 nghi Graham dang n61 dién thoai.” Ga gat dau ra hicu.

T6i ré qua goc, kinh hoang boi nhan thitc minh bi ca ta cap mat doi theo. Oi, Chaa oi! Archie ¢ dau
do trong phong. Chi can td1 goi t€n anh ta s& trd 101 va to1 s€ biét anh ta 1a ai.



Nhung t6i khong thé 1am thé. Y tuéng ngu ngdc.

Néu t6i bat dau goi ‘Archie, Archie’ bang giong cao nhat ctia minh, c6 khi anh ta s& lan di bang ctra
thoat hi¢m gan nhat va to1 s€ khong bao gi¢ tré thanh Than Tinh Yéu dugc. Toi phai choi tro nay mdt
cach diém tinh.

. “Khong,” mét giong mién Bic rong 1én 1am t6i nhdy dung, “anh sai roi. Toi 1a chuyén gia vé phan
mém kich hoat bang giong n6i, khéng phai anh.”

Trudc mit ti, nghiéng ngudi trén cai ban rong 13 mot ngudi tim trung nién, toc vang hoe véi cai
bung phé nich trong quan tady den chat cing. Mat anh ta do lung, trong nhu thé sdp no tung, ngoai tru tu
that lung tr& xuong.

To1 lich sy hang giong.

Ngai Bung Phé nhin tdi tir dau xudng chan. “Ping,” anh ta ndi vao dién thoai, “nhu thé thi co thé
chap nhan dugc. Gio, chi can anh thtra nhan 1a néu té1 phy trach quang ba cho hoi thdo ngay tir dau thi
chung ta s¢€ tieét kiém dugc rat nhiéu thoi gian quy gia.”

“To1 la Lucy Brown,” t61 n6i to. “T61 dén day ve viéc...”

“Ngo1 di ” Ngéli Bung Phé ra hiéu cho t6i ngdi xuéng mot cai ghé twa vao turong phia trudce ban.

To1 ng01 Xuong, cam thdy nhu thé minh nghe chi thi ctia ong hiéu trudong. Ngai Bung Phé gac dién
thoai va ngdi xudng ghé.

“T6i 1a Graham Wellington,” anh ta ty gigi thiéu, cudi twoi réi voi tdi qua chiéc ban. Toi chua
tung thay ai ¢ ham rang trang nhu anh ta.

T6i vin veo trén ghé va c6 khong to ra bon chon. “T6i 1a Lucy. Sang nay t6i da noi chuyén véi
anh.”

Graham tia lung ra ghé va gac tay sau dau. T6i gan nhu nghi anh ta s& gac chan 1én ban va ngap
that to. Anh ta chang lam thé. Thay vi vay anh ta no1, “A phai, C6 Brown dé thuong.”

“Chinh 1a t61.”

“Vaaaaaaaaay la, Lucy

N6 day - cau phong van dau tién va co 18 1a cau duy nhat t6i khong biét phai tra 101 ra sao. Toi tu
nht, Lucy, to ra thong thai, ddy thuyét phuc di nao. Hay suy nghi that thdng minh di.

“Lucy, ¢ thich rugu hay bia?”

. Rugu,” t01 tra 101 ngay, khong chit ngap ngimg. Phai thira nhan d6 1a mot cau hoi la lung, nhung it
nhat toi cling ¢ cau tra [01.

Graham lac dau. “Sai roi! Tai Cong ty may vi tinh Bitz ching t61 thich mt panh[32] bia sau gi¢ lam
viéc. Nhung cau héi 13, chung toi ¢6 nén dwa ra mot ngoai 1& cho co khong, Lucy Brown dé thuong?”

Hirm. RS rang 1a cau hoi bay, nhung thé ndo méi 1a cau tra 101 dung day? Toi vira méi cd co hoi
stra lai cau tra 101.

“Vang, t061 nghi anh nén dua ra mot ngoai 1¢ cho t6i. Co hoi dé can béng va dai loai thé.”

Graham cudi ty min. “O0000. Co hdi dé can bang. Rét binh dang. Co ¢6 phai 1a dong tinh nit
khéng, Lucy Brown?”

Néu day l1a phim hoat hinh thi chan may cua t0i s€ bat ra khoi mét va nhay mia ¢ trén dau. Pau do
& trong van phong c6 ai day dang khit miii nin cucn

“Chj dua thoi, c6 Brown.” Graham nghiéng vé trudc va nhin t6i qua chidu rong chiéc ban. “Hai
hudc rat quan trong trong cong vi¢c nay. Co6 c6 hdém hinh khong?”

“Q, ¢6 chtr. TAt nhién. Ha ha ha.”
To1 tiép tuc cudi ruc rich, khong chac lic nao nén ngl‘rng cho dén khi Graham cat ngang.

“Chung t61 c6 mot nhan Vlen nit khac, nhung ¢6 4y 1am viéc tai nha. Nhan vién ké toan thi phai.
Nham nhap rat nhiéu con s6”

“Nham nhap con s6,” t6i khuc khich. “O, dung, rat téu. Rat hay.”



Graham gt dau va trong c6 vé hai 1ong. Ta on Chia.

“Vay la, ké cho t61 nghe chut it vé ¢6 di, Lucy.”

Cudi cung cling c6 cau hoi phong van theo dung quy tac. Tham chi t61 con hoc thudc long n6 trén xe
dién ngam, nhiing thir bia dat va tat ca. T61 cii vé phia ban va dua cho Graham mdt bia ho so c6 Ban
ly lich bia dat, mot dia CD va ban in vai website ma t01 tim thay trén mang, Chang c6 web nao co
hang chit “thiét ké boi’ dudi cudi trang vi vy t61 kha chic chin 13 minh c6 thé ndi ching 1 ctia minh.
Ai timra thi dugc phép xem nhu 13 ciia ngud1 d6 va noi chung 1a thé.

“A,” t6i bit dau khi Graham g0 nhe lén bia hp so, “toi da thiét ké web cho rat nhiéu nguoi, tr
nhitng ban nhac cho t&1 moé1 gigi bat dong san, nhiép anh gia, hay...”
. Graham dua tay 1én ngat 101. “Khong can ké 1€ dai dong dau Lucy. Tat ca chiung ta déu biét c6 co
thé xao nau web.”
Tat ca ching ta a, t61 nghi trong dau, t61 thi khong.
“Hay ké v€ ban than ¢d,” Graham tiép tuc. “Ké vé nhﬁ’ng diéu thu vi.”
. Toi...” To1 nén noi cai quai quy gi day? To1 khong thé n6i v6i anh ta t6i 13 mot co dau gin nhu da
chét, hon phu nghi t61 b1 cadm va to1 song v&1 mot tén suu tap tau hoa, mot & Gothic va..
“T6i doc than,” t6i n6i dbi.
Graham gat dau khuyén khich. “Tiép di.”
~““Va t61 thich doc sach, khiéu vii, hat karaoke, du to61 hat khong hay lam. Va t6i thich di xem phim,
dén cac quan rugu. To1 thich di day do trong cac ki nghi, dac biét 1a ra bien.”
Toi li€c nhin Graham. T6i ¢6 ndi dung khong nhi? Anh ta bé dot ngon tay, dgng day va di quanh
ban. Anh ta, t61 dot nhi€én choang vang nhan ra, dit dau 1én mdt trong nhirng cai ghé gan cho toi.
“Vay”, anh ta ngo1 xuong, ép bap dui day md vao chan to1, “ké cho t61 nghe nhiing ki nghi ¢ bién
do.”
~ Mui nuée cao riu ctia anh ta qua ndng. N6 ¢ mui nhu pha tron gitra xa hwong, hd tiéu va cam. Toi
hang giong. “Anh mudn biét gi?”

‘Graham gii dau, 1am 16 ra khuy mang sét trén tay 40. Mau bac, 1am bang tay. O O O. T6i nhin cham
cham vao tam tham va c6 khong to ra hot hoang,

“C0 thich l1am gi trong céac ki nghi ¢ bién?”

Oi, Chiia ¢i! Néu day 1a cudc phong van nao khéc, toi s& cao 18i va bo di. Nhung t6i can cong viée
nay dé biét vé Archie. Pay la cach duy nhat.

“To1 thich bai bién, va to1 thich boi, tim nang.”

Graham nghiéng vé phia t6i. Anh ta qué gan dén ndi t6i co thé dém duoc 18 chan 16ng trén mili anh
ta.

“C6 c6 tam trudng khong, Lucy?” Anh ta hoi, gan nhu 1am toi 16a mat véi ham riang den-kit-nhe-hét-
ra.

Pugc rdi, dd dén lic bao anh ta cit di va bo chay. That nhanh.

“Khong.” Thay vi thé t6i noi. “Téi khong lam vay.”

“That dang tiéc,” anh ta nhin xudng ngwe 61, “cd c6 bd nguc dep.”

Ac ic!

Long ban tay md rong clia toi ndm trén ma anh ta trude khi t6i nhan thirc minh dang lam gi. Graham
lui ra sau, 6m lay ham, va nhin t61 cham cham, mat m¢ to.

“Um, rm,” t6i dung day

Va 16i t0i chay qua goc cua, ra khoi cira, xudng cau thang. T6i chay khong ngig cho dén khi duoc
nira duong.

ROi 161 la 18n “Meeeeceee kiép!” bang giong cao nhét.



CHUONG 10

Ubng, t6i nghi trong dau lic mo ctra quan Ngwa Trang, quan bar yéu thich cua t6i & West Hampstead
va chi cach nha cii... va nha md1 mdt quang ngan. Uong that nhieu. CSCT([33].

“Vui long cho mdt ly rugu tring,” toi ndi voi ngudi phuc vu dau tién nhin minh. “Mat ly 16n.”

Anh ta nhudng chan may. “Mot ngay kho chiu a?”

“C6 thé noi nhu vay,” toi tho dai.

T6i mang ly rugu cta minh dén goc khuat nhat cta quan va ngdi phich xuong mot cai ghe. To1 s&
lam gi day? Ai lai di bat tai sép tuong lai ngay trong budi phong van quan trong nhat do1 chir? Toi,
chir ai. THi vira m&i bop nat hoan toan thir thach cia minh. Ma gio mdi 1a ngdy thir ba thoi day

T6i ¢6 thé goi lai va xin 151, nhung ching tai ndo ma mot tir ‘xin 16i” hén ha ¢ thé thay doi van dé.
Xac suat Graham dap lai: “O, that dé thuong, mot 101 xin 16i. Toi s& khong nghi ¢ 1a con-my-than-
kinh nira. C6 muén mot cong viéc khong?” con nhé hon khong.

O1, chét tiet, chet tigt, chét tigt, chét tiet. Toi vira 1am gi theé nay? Gio lam sao ma t61 gdp Archie
day? Toi chang biét gi v€ anh ta ngoai trir noi lam viéc ca.

To61 tp tay 1€n dau va nhin quanh quan bar. N6 chiang hé thay doi ké tir 1an cuydi cung to1 td1 day voi
Dan. Tuong van day nhimg tdm pano hinh thung rugu mau den, san bang g0 s01 nhop nhap do bia bi
d6, xa nha qua thap dén no1 Dan phai cti dau moi khi budc vao. Ngoai trir qudy ruou sang sta, quan
Ngua Trang to1 16 m& dudi nhirng ngon dén tuong c6 chop mau do, tham day bui, nén thap trong chai
rugu rong dat trén ban va go cua s0. CO thir gi d6 rat tinh lang va am ap trong cdi goc t01 nirt né nay.
Noi ban c6 thé ngodi 4n miph hang gio, voi mot ly ruou ma khong bi 1am phién. Co 18 do 1a 1y do tai
sao t01 va Dan gip rat nhiéu ngudi noi tiéng trong quan bar nay. Pay 1a noi nio d6 cho ching ta an
nau. Lic nay chang hé ¢6 bong dang cua Pete Doherty[34] hay Sadie Frost[35], nhung khach quen thi van
dén nhu moi khj. Ngai Ngu Gue ngoi o chd wa thich, miéng mo, nira panh bia dang dat trude mit trén
ban. C6 Mua Sdm dang ng6i 0 ban tron gilra phong, ha1 ta1 6 an dat canh chan. Bob Ba Hoa thi, nhur
moi khi, tura vao quay bar, tat ca nhan vién cua quan déu 1o anh ta. To1 di nghi minh s& kho ch1u néu
quay la1 nhitng noi quen thuoc nhung khong phai thé, ma rat dé chiu. N6 khién t6i cam thdy an toan.
T6i quyét dinh luc uong thém mQt ngum rang toi chi viéc udng va quan sat moi nguoi cho dén khi say
mem. Du sao thi t61 cling chang lam dugc gi v&1 Archie nira. Moi thir s€ phai cho dén ngay thur tur.

Chudng ctra kéu am 1 va t61 nhin Ién. Rugu song sanh va to1 suyt danh rot ly. Anna va Jess vira
budc vao.

Anna va Jess cua to1. Ban than nhat cua to1.

To1 nhin, mom ha hoc, khi ho tién vé quay bar. Ca hai trong rat tuyét. Jess, ban dai hoc than nhat, 1a
chuyén vién trang di€ém trong nha hat. Co6 ay van nhu trudc - nhé con, ddng yéu va xdc xéch - mai toc
den budc ho hitng, 40 yém mau den bén ngoai 4o thun T-shirt trang va mang mot do61 bot rat buon cuoi.
Va c6 ay trong c6 vé hanh phuc. To1 nghi chac 1a moi viéc véi Stuart tién trién tot dep Tuyét voi.

Jess trong rat tuyét, nhung Anna moj 1a nguot lam toi tré mat ra. Toc co ay ngan va muot hon moi
khi. Mai toc suon thang ngang vai 6m lay cam da thé chd cho nhitng on téc quan vang hoe. Co ay cling
thay chiéc vay suon rong lung nhung bang vay jean thanh nhd voi du:orng vién x¢ sau noi ¢ d0. CO ay
trong that dep, chang co 101 nio dé dién ta. Tat ca dan éng trong quan bar chdy nudc dai khi ¢o ay
nghiéng nguoi di qua dam dong va ti nguc vao quay bar. Cha, to1 nghi trong dau, phai chang c6 ay co
nguoi tinh méi?

To1 gap Anne tai mot bira tiéc cua ban Dan bg ndm trude va ching t61 than nhau ngay. C6 4 ay lam
t0i cudt phd 1én va 1a nguoi doc than quyén ri nhat toi ting gap. Co 4y lam gido vién day nhay sau khi
tot  nghiép dai hoc, nham kiém tién di vong quanh thé giéi dé boi voi ca heo, séng trén dinh Nepal, 1am
viéc trong trai mo c61 Rumani, rong rudi trén nhu’ng con du’ong mon Inca[_], va hoc bon ngdn ngir
khac nhau. ROi ¢d ay quay vé London va xoay x& dugc mot cong vi¢c thi vi, thu nhap cao trong thanh
pho.

Trudc khi t61 chét, co ay dang di tim nguo1 hién tinh trung. C6 ay bi &m anh véi viée c6 con trude



khi budc sang tudi ba muoi 1dm, lac ma dong hd sinh hoc bat dau kéu tich tic, am 7. Nhung Anna
khong tim chong. Trén thuc te€, co ﬁy c()n chéng tim kiém ban trai.
“To da xong viéc voi dan ong roi,” o ay thi nhan sau khi mbi ,quan hé muoi tam thang vo1 Julian

két thiic bai co ay phat hién anh ta [tra dbi. “Ho chi toan dem lai ric r6i TG chiang can dan ong mdi co
thé c6 con. TG chi can tinh trung.”

Cb Ay thdm chi con 1ap ra mot danh sach ‘phdm chit phai c6’ ctia ngudi hién tinh tring bao gom:

1/ Pep trai.

2/ Cao (khong thip hon mdt mét tim, khong cao hon hai mét).

3/ Thong minh (dut khoat 1a can thiét, chi s6 1Q trén 135).

4/ Hai hude.

5/ Nong hau va nhiét tinh,

6/ Hoa dong.

7/ Stre khoe tot (rét, rat quan trong).

8/ Khong mic bénh lay qua dudng tinh duc (hién nhién).

K¢é hoach cua Anna 13 tim ra mot ngudi, hen ho véi anh ta da 1au dé tim hiéu xem anh ta c6 di tiéu
chyan, thuyet phuc anh ta dén phong kham cac bénh lay qua duodng tinh duc trude khi quan he, roi
khang dinh la c6 ay dang dung thuoc ngura thai. Co ay s€ quan h¢ voi anh ta cho dén khi c6 thai 1o

chia tay (ma khong hé noi 1a da thu thai). ROi ¢o Ay sé nging tra 101 dién thoai, ‘bién mat’ khoi cudc
song anh ta va tu sinh con mot minh.

Jess va toi cb thuyét phuyc ¢6 Ay tir bo ké hoach Ay, nhung mot khi Anpa quyét 1am diéu gi, chuyén
nay cting vay - thi chang gi c6 thé ngan dugc c6 ay. Co ay phai lam cho bang duoc - bat chap hau qua.
Co ay don hét tat ca vao cong cude di tim ngudi dan 6 “Ong hoan hao. C6 ay hen ho du kiéu: hen ho siéu
tc, hen hd qua mang, hen ho an toi tit dén (qua quai dan), hen ho choi quan vot trong sé thu, va hen
ho mao hiém (ta‘lu luon siéu t()c s€ lam to¢ ban réi tung 1€n), nhu:ng chang ai du tiéu chuan.

T6i cham cham nhin ¢6 ay va Jess lach qua dam dong, cam ly trong tay. Ké tir khi t6i chét c6 phai
co ay da tim thiy ai d6? D6 co phat la 1y do co ay thay d61 vé ngoai khong?

Oi, Chta oi! Ho dang d1 vé phia t61. Co 1€ ho s€ that sy nhan ra toi...

Khong. Hai gi & cai ban gan t6i nhit dang udng can ly bia, Anna va Jess phan van ding canh ho.
Mot ga dung phai Anna luc ding day.

“Chao, c6 em sexy,” ga bat chuyén, chinh lai ca vat37].

Anna cudi khay véi ga. “Dimg c6 mo, anh chang thua cudc.”

“Thi€t hai cua cd,” ga nhun vai.

“Chi khi ndo toi mu,” Anna dop lai. “Gan day anh co soi guong khong?”

Jess cudi khic khich khi g di khuat bong. Co ay ngdi ngay sau lung 61, nhung van du gan nén toi

c6 thé nguri dugc mui nude hoa. Co ay dung mui hwong hoa ngot ngao trong nhi€éu ndm va vo1 té1 mui
huong ay da gan chat véi co ay.

T01 nhu v§ tan. T6i dang ngdi gan ban thian va khéng thé nbi 161 ndo v&i ho. Piéu ludt cAm ling
chét tiét nd1 rang tham chi t61 khong thé n61 vo1 ho 1a t61 nhd ho dudng nao.

“Cau theé nao?” Anna héi, nghiéng ngudi vé phia Jess.

Jess van vo nghich voi cap toc. “Khong t€. Td dang lam cho mot chuong trinh méi Khi Ban Thich
No. Cong viéc rat mé¢t moi va vai nit dién vién ngon rat nhiu thoi gian cua t&, nhung cudc doi co
nhiéu thir quan trong hon cong viéc. T¢ nghi ve di€u do rat nhiéu ké tir khi...”

Co ay nhin Anna va Anna nd1 ndt “Lucy chét.”

“Ptng. Moi thir thay doi ké tir khi ¢6 Ay mat. T¢ thay do1. T¢ va Stuart thay d61. Gio bon té gan giii
v61 nhau hon.”

Vé mit ctia Anna diu di. “T¢ hiéu y cu thay d6i nghia 1a gi.” C6 4y cham vao toc. “Khi tho cat toc



héi t& c6 mudn thir kiéu gi d6 khac biét, t§ tra 101 6. TS cam thdy minh thay doi sau khi Lucy mat, va
phong cach cua t¢ khong hgp vd1 con nguoi td trd thanh. Nhu vay co6 quai di khong?”

“Cé6 va khong.” Jess noi. “Td khong phai muon noi vé viée thay doi bé ngoai, Anna, t§...”

Anna cuo1 vang. “Cau dang noi 1a t& hoi hot sao?”

“Khong han thé,” Jess voi noi.

“T& nhd Lucy,” Anna dung ngon tay mi€t quanh vanh ly. “Cau c6 biét sang Chu nhat nao, lac mudi
g0 ¢0 ay cling dién cho t6? Té no1 co ay dung goi cho t& trudce trua vi t¢ thich ngi nudng, nhung co6
ay van lam thé. Té thuong chiri theé, nhung g16 t& nhd diéu dé. Sang Chu nhat nao t& cling day Iic
muo1 gio, nhung dién thoai chang bao gio kéu.”

O1, 61, Anna! Rugu dang tro1 xuong ¢6 hong va to1 nudt nhanh trude khi nghen va thu hut sy chu y.

“Cau co gap Dan khong?” Jess hoi. “T¢ hira s€ goi cho anh ay, nhung khong bi€t c6 nén hay
khong.”

“That ra vai ngay trudc t& co goi cho anh ay,” Anna tra 101, dat ly xudng ban. “Anh 2y néi c6 diéu
gi do rat khac thu’émg vua xay ra va anh ay can trao doi voi t¢. Toi thir Nam t& hen anh ay ¢ day.”

T61, t61 nght, gan nhu nhay cang 1én. Toi 1a diéu khac thuong do. Anh a ay nghi anh ay nhin thay toi

ngoai cira so. D6 1a 1y do anh 4y muén nodi chuyén voi cdu day Anna. Thir Nam, t6i nham lai trong
dau. Quay lai quan bar t6i thir Nam. Oi. Chtia. Téi. T6i sap dugc gip lai Dan.

“T& rat mirng khi cau gip anh 4 ay, > Jess noi tlep “Khi trd chuyén v6i anh ay & dam tang, t& cir c6
cam tudng 13 anh Ay chang mudn ndi chuyen Vo1 ai’

Anna thd dai. “U, phai, cau khong thé trach anh 4y, dung khong?”

“U.”

Ho lai im lang va Anna xoay xoay chan ly rugu. That la khi nhin ho chi con hai nguoi. Ba ching toi

lubn ra ngoai budi tdi, hodc toi va Anna, hoac t6i va Jess. Ca hai tré nén rang r§ khi chung t61 ¢ canh
nhau, nhung ho chua bao gio gap nhay ma thiéu t6i. N6 nhu thé tinh ban ctia ho khong that sy hién hiru
néu khong c6 t6i & d6. That vui khi thiy ho cudi cung ciing két than véi nhau.
_ Anna chéng tay 1én cam va nhin chim cham vao birc tudng phia trén dau toi. T6i 4m thim giyc ¢o
ay, hay noi v¢ t61 di. Hay noi v& nhing gi xay, ra khi ho tim thay toi. To61 biét that ngu ngoc khi bi am
anh b1 nhirng chuyén xay ra sau khi minh chét, nhung t61 c6 qua nhiéu cau hoi khong co 101 dap. Ai
tim thay t6i trén hanh lang? C6 nhiéu nguoi tham du dam tang khong? T61 c6 dugc chon canh cha me
khong?

“Viéc tim nguoi hién tinh tring dén dau roi? Van tién hanh ch?” Cudi cung Jess ciing cét 10i.

Anna nhudng chan may va nhin vai. “Dai loai 1a t& dang phan van. Mot phan trong t& nghi 13 t&
nén xuc tién nhanh, dé phong truong h0’p tg chét trude khi. .

T6i cudi. Toi khong thé nin cudi. Tat nhién 14 khong to nhu cudi vang, nhung 16n hon tiéng khut
khit miii. Anna nhin t61 cham cham, cau may, va nhin lai Jess.

“Cai gi thé?” Jess thic mic.

Anna lai nhin t6i. “Khong c6 gi. Té dang noi gi thé?”

“Mot phan trong cdu nghi 1a cau nén khan truong phong trueong hop cau chét...”

“A dtng, nhung phan khac lai nghi 13 t& khong nén lam thé. Theo nhu sy may man ciia t&, biét dau
td sinh ra mot dra con trai va khi 16n 1€n no6 tré thanh mét ga déu cang dung nghia.”

Jess cudi vang va cung ly Anna. “Té nhd cau, Anna. Chung ta nén gip nhau hang tun.”

Anna mim cuo¢i. “Té thich the, Jess. Tién day, t& thich cai tap dé cua cau. Cau mua n6 & dau thé?”

Ho ti€p tuc ndi y€ quan do, giay dép va mua sam trong vai tiéng va t0i khong quan tdm. Khi ban
chét, s& ching ai dé ¥ ban dang mac gi (tat nhién 1a ngoai trir Claire). To1 goi thém vai ly ruou va
nghe 16m bom cudc chuyén tro cua hai nguol ban, doi ho thay doi chu dé quay vé t6i hay Dan. Pén

mot lGc ca hai cung hoi tudng vé chuyén cam trai kinh hoang ma t6i dan dau di vé sinh gitta dém
khuya khong c6 dén, vuot qua déng day chio ctia [éu nam, va réi mang mo mot cip dang lam tinh. Toi



phai c6 kiém ché khong nhap bon chuyen tro voi ho.

Pén mudi gio toi say, rat say va nam trén ban. Toi ch1 mu6n nham mat trong vai.
Ga phuc vu lay t6i day. “Nay, muoi mot gid rudi roi. Pén lac vé rdi, Co Nang Gap Ngay Xui
Quay.” ,

T61 ngude nhin anh ta qua cap mat 1o do. “Ha?”

“P3 quén mat ngay toi t& roi diing khong? Tét.”

Pung, toi dd quén. Toi hoan toan quén mét viéc da va Graham Washington[3s] va hoan toan bop vun
co hd1 gap Archie.

To1 nhin sang ban cua Anna va Jess. Ho da di ttr do1 nao.



CHUONG 11

THU BA, NGAY 30 THANG TU - NGAY THU TU

“Lucy!” Brian réng 1én tir ngudng ctra. “Lucy, c6 c¢6 dién thoai!”

“Hoém nay 13 thir may?” t6i 1am bam, nhin anh ta qua d6i mat ngai ngu.

“Thir Ba. Va c6 ai d6 goi cho c6 kia.”

“T6i nAm phich Xuéng ném va nhim mt lai. “Néi v&i ho 13 t6i chét r6i.”

Brian khit miii. “Hinh nhu 13 ¢6 chuyén gi d6 quan trong 1am.”

“Ai goi thé?”

“M0ot ga tén Graham gi d6. Wellington thi phai.”

“Chét tiét,” toi churi the, ngdi phat day.

Wellington mudn gi day? C6 thé bo ti mot cd gai da chét vi tdi cd ¥ gy thuong tich khong? Oi,
Chua oi! Néu chuyén do xay ra thi lam sao t61 ¢6 thé hoan thanh thur théch day?

T6i trugt xudng giuong, loang choang ra khoi phong va xuoi theo cau thang. Dién thoai dang moc
trén gia d&. Toi chyp 14y no.

“Chao.”

“Phai Lucy Brown dé khong?” mot giong ndi quen quen cét 1én.

T6i kho nhoc nudt xudng. “Vang, toi dang nghe.”

“Lucy Brown, t61 1a Graham Wellington.”

“Qi, Chtia 0i! Graham, thua ngai Wellington, vé nhitng gi di xay ra, toi...”

“Lucy,” giong anh ta tré nén nghiém trang, “T61 goi c6 1a Lucy dugc khong?”

“Khong sao.”

“Lucy, toi 1a ngudi phai chiu trach nhiém vi da bién cudc phong van cua ching ta hdm qua thanh ra
hoi thi€éu chuyén nghiép.”

“Vang. bung vay, nhung...”

“Va ngudi ta ndi véi toi rang vai nhan vién khong thich may 101 khen lac hau.”

Cai gi? Cau ‘co co khe nguc dep’ bién thanh 161 khen lac hiu tir lic nao thé?

‘A,‘Vé, }(hi hiéu ra diéu d6,” anh ta tiép tuc, “cong thém kha ning thiét ké web xuit sic cua cd, toi
muon. ..

Anbh ta durng lai.

“Gi?” tim t6i dap thinh thich trong 16ng nguc nhur dira tré tap di ling chitng trén ném 16 xo.

“Moi ¢6 vé lam viée. Khi ndo cd c6 thé di 1am?”

T6i cudi vang. Khong thé nén dugce. Budn cudi hét strc. Toi 1am gia 1y lich, gi nay xic pham toi
va t01 tat han. Va to1 co viéc lam!

“Thé c6 nghia 1a *khong’ a?” Giong Graham thoang chat sg hai.

“Khong. Nhu thé tirc 12 dong y. Mai t6i s& bat dau di lam.”

“Co c6 thé 1am thé sao?” anh ta cao giong. Dung 1a ngoai suc tudng tuong. Co dung la mot co gai
rat dé thuong, Lucy Brown. Hen gdp c¢6 ngay mai.”

“Thong nhat thé. Chao anh.”

“Chao c6.”

T6i van cuoi khic khich mot minh luc tha than di vao bép, himg day 4m nudc. Brian xuat hién ngay
ngudng cira va nhudng 1én mot chan may.

“Moi viéc 6n cé chir, Lucy?”



“On ma Brian.” Toi lac dé suc cai am va lan nudc trong bién thanh dyc ngau. “That tuyét voi. Toi
vura co viéc lam.”

“C0 co viec lam u? Lam tot lam. Nhung sao nhu thé lai tuy¢t?”

“B&1 vi ngay mai to1 s€ gdp Archibald Humphreys-Smythe. To1 da tién thém mot budce trong viée
vuot qua thir thach.

“Q, that tot cho ¢d.” Anh mit anh ta khong tro1 nhu ny cuoi. “That tot cho ¢6.”

Ngay hom do troi qua that cham chap. Can nha ching co ti vi, va cai dai nho xiu, coc cach trén bép
lién tuc mat song, chang thé theo ddi duoc gl vi ctr vai phit nd 1a1 r¢ ré. Claire da ra ngoai (01 khong
biét o ta di dau) va miy tiéng Brian méi xet ra khoi phong chi dé udng tach tra hay di vé sinh.

T6i hét sirc budn chan.

Pén sau gioy, khong thé chiu tinh canh d6 thém gidy nao nira, t6i kh gd ctra phong Dan.

“Vao di.”

Brian dang mic quan dui, nam dai trén giuong doc cudn sach cé twa 13 Bach Khoa Toan Thu Ve~
Tau Lira Chay Bang bBién Tur Nam 1879 Dén Nay.

“Chao, Lucy,” anh ta ngu’c’rc 1én. “Ngoi di.”

Toi tién vé phia cai ghé, ngap ngung khi di ngang qua tu quan 40. Toi da say chan khi budc ra tu
quan 4o dé roi khoi coi trung gian.

“Brian ndy, anh c6 phién néu tdi ngd qua ti quin 40 mot chat khong?”

Anh ta git dau. “Um, khong sao.”

T6i kéo ctra t0 va nhin vao trong. Van con d6 may bo 4o lién quan nhung ké va mau lam, cting hang
xang-dan va v& x€p gon ghé. Vay cai thang cudn thi sao? N6 c¢6 con ¢ d6 khong?

T6i r& chd quan 4o treo va véi téi tay nim ctra & lung ti.

“Purng!” Brian la 1én. “C6 sé& chét ngay.”

T6i nhay dung ra sau nhu thé bi dién giat. “Cai gi!” Toi nhin chdm cham vao tay minh.

“T61 chi dua thoéi ma,” anh ta cud1 nhan nhd.

“Hay qué nhi.” Toi lai nhin tay ndm cira d6. “Chuyén gi s& xdy ra néu tdi xoay tay nim?”

“Chang c6 gi xdy ra ca.”

“That sao?”

“That, chang c6 gi xay ra dau. C6 chi c6 thé md canh cira d6 néu phia bén kia c6 nguoi.”

T6i vin qua van lai tay nam va day t6i. Chang c6 gi xay ra ca.

“Thé néu t6i mudn quay lai d6 thi phai 1am thé nao?”” T6i hoi, x6 manh lung ti.

“Luc do6 co phai dung canh ctra khac,” Brian 1at mdt trang sach.

“Cénh ctra nao?”

“Canh cira trong ti quin 4o ctia cd.”

Hirm. Hay that, va ciing day cam d6. Néu toi chan thir thach cta minh, toi ¢ thé nhay vao ti quan
a0 va bo dé quay lai cdi trung gian. Tat nhién, né1 thé khong co6 nghia la t61 s€ lam vay.

“Ngoi va thu gidn di.” Brian khuyén khi toi dong sam ctra tii lai. “Co dang 1am t6i cam thay cing
thang day.”

T6i tha phich ngudi xudng cai ghé dan bang 1iéu gai canh cira s6, co chan 1én nguc va nhin quanh
phong Brian, tuy¢t vong tim di€ém gi d6 co6 thé lam t61 thich thu. Nhitng tam ap phich cua anh ta ching
cO gi ngoai té nhat sao? Hinh anh tau Itra 1am sao c6 thé khién ai dé hing khéi co chir?

“Brian, c6 phai anh quay lai tran thé dé 4m mot chiéc tau lira khong?”

Anh ta nhin t6i qua mép trén cudn sach. “Khéng. Nha Ga Paddington.”

“Mot nha ga sao?”



“Pung. Nha ga Paddington c6 mot tim nhin quan sat tiu rat tuyét.”

Co phai anh ta dang tréu to61 khong? To1 nhudng chan may véi Brian nhung anh ta chang hé cuoi.
Anbh ta that sy muén &m mdt nha ga xe lira.

“A, phai. Vay la gio anh di ¢ day dugc may... chin ngiy roi phai khong?”

“Dung.”

“Va viéc hoan thanh thir thach dén dau ro61?”

“Lucy, t61 khong mudn ban ve thtr thach ctia minh,” Brian 1am bam, dua sach 1én che mat.

“Tai1 sao lai khong no1 vé nd6? Co khi t61 co the giup...*

Ctra phong m¢ ra bat thinh linh va toi giat ban. O! Tuyét that. Claire di vé. Va ¢ ta trong chang vui
veé lam.

“C0 co thé ra ngoai dugc khong?” co ta noi voi to1, tyra lung vao khung ctra. “T61 c6 vai 101 mudn
no1 vo1 Brian. Riéng tu.”

T6i liéc sang nhin ban cting nha, nhung anh ta van giau mit sau cudn sach. Do hén nhat.

“Yé&u cau that lich su.” T61 cuo1 voi Claire.

Co ta gia vo cuoi. “Vai.”

“Thay chua,” t61 nd1 luc lach qua co6 ta. “Té ra lich sy chang chét ai ca dung khong?”

“Chao, C6 Dau,” cb ta no1 va sap cura cai ram sau lung toi.

To6i ddo quanh dau cau thang may gidy roi 4p tai 1én cira phong Brian. C6 chuyén gi bi mat dén ndi
Claire khong thé n6i trude mit to61 chir? Hurm, tiéng Brian thi thao. Hrm. Him. Hum. T61 chang nghe
duogc 101 nao cua anh ta va Claire. Chuyén gi s€ xdy ra néu tdi ty md ctra budc vao day?

Toi ling thitng di vé phong minh, md ti quan 4o va nhin vao trong. Brian dd dung. Phia sau diy
quan 4o dang treo 1a mdt canh ctra mau trang, y nhu cua Brian. To61 cham vao ndm dam cira.

Co6 nén mé n6? Hay dung m¢&? Di€u t€ hai nhat co theé xay ra la gi?

Toi c6 thé lao vat vao cdi trung gian, khong bao gio' gap lai Dan nira va anh a ay cr ban khoan sudt
phan doi1 con lai rang li€u té1 ¢ chét voi ¥ nght anh ay 1a ké vo tich suy.

O. Puoc thdi. That sy rat té day.

T61 ném minh 1én giwong, thm lay tdm anh dat trén tu dau givong. Do 1a tdm anh chyp t61 va Dan
trong chuyen du lich dau tién cua ching to1 1a to1 Menorca@l Dan dang cuo1 toe toét nhu mot ga

dién, con t01 thi curd1 ndc ne. Do 1a mot ky nghi tuyét voi. Cat trang, bién sach va mat, 4nh mat trdi ruc
10. MQt budi chiéu, khi Dan cam thdy sung strc khic thuong, anh ay thach t6i thi boi.

“Em c6 nhin thay cai phao ngoai kia khong?” Dan hoi, tay chi ra xa xa.

“Co” t6i gat dau.

“Anh s& boi dua v6i em dén d6.”

T6i nheo mat nhin cai phao. N6 kha xa va tdi khong phai tay boi nhanh lam.

“Chi khi ca hai cung boi éch,” t6i mic ca.

“Puoc thdi,” Dan dong ¥, dua tay ra. “Em chdp nhan dua rdi nhé.”

Chiing t6i a0 xudng bii bién, lao vao lan nudc mat lanh va bat dau boi. Lic dau ching t6i deo bam
nhau kha t6t, nhung r61 Dan hyp dau xuong va bat dau bo xa to61. Trude khi t61 kip dinh than, anh ay da
cach to1 khoang muo1 mét. Chang cach nao t61 thang duoc.

T61 ngtmg boi, dimg nudc va chéo bang hai tay. Xung quanh qua yén tinh dén ndi i co thé nghe
dugc hot thd cua minh. Trén bai bién, nguoi nguol nho nhy con kién dang git cat ra khoi khin va nam
trén ghe xép. Toi cam thay minh nhur nang tién ca hay than bién ndo d6 dang quan sat thé gidi con
nguol. Cam giac do that sung sudng.

“Nay,” mot giong no1 bat binh vang 1én ngay bén canh. D6 1a Dan, mdt do bung va thd phu phu.
“Em b0 cudc.”



“Em dau c6 bd cudc,” roi nhim mit lai lic anh 4y toe nudc 1én ngudi tdi. “Em chi dung lai ngdm
nhin thoi.”

“Cha,” anh 4y nhin cham chdm vé phia bai bién. “Pung 1a dep chét di duoc.”

“Embiét.”

Trén dau, mot con mong bién bay ngang qua kéu quang quac.

“Em nghi thién duong thi nhu thé nao nhi?” Dan hoi, dung va chéo bang tay canh t6i, chan dap
nudc.

“Em khong biét. Mot ving dat ddy hoa anh tic, anh mét troi, miy bong bénh va ho hang chay lai
gap em thi sao?”

“Anh thi nghi thién dudng giong nhu thé nay.”

To61 mim cuoi. “That khong?”

“Thét.,,

“Vay chuyén gi xay ra néu ching ta cing chét? Em s& song trén thién duong hoa anh tic con anh

song trén thién duong bién nha?”

Khi 4y Dan véi 14y t6i va kéo vé phia anh. T6i vong chin quanh hong anh va ca hai dap dénh trong
nudc, song vo chung quanh.

“Anh hy vong 1a c6 ca hai. Lic do6 ching ta s€ ¢ bén nhau.”

“Em thich vay”, t61 dap lai hon 1én mo1 anh.

Mot tiéng hét va Am thanh cira dong lai am am 16i i ra khoi gidc mong ngay.
“Brian!” Claire dang hét 1én. “Brian, quay lai day.”

_ Tbi phong xudng giudng va bay ra khoi phong. Ban Gothic cung nha cua t6i dang ding trén dinh

cau thang, rong 1én sau khi Brian m¢ ctra chinh va dong sam. Gigng anh ta vang lai. “Dé cho to1 yén!”

“Nay, chuyén quai quy gi dang xay ra thé Claire? C6 di lam gi anh ta?”

Cb ta trirng mét nhin t6i. “Toi chang 1am gi anh ta ca. Toi chi hoi anh ta co thé gitp t6i vuot qua
thir thach khong, thé 1a Brian bo di va noi khung 1én.”

T6i khong chic 13 minh tin 15i ¢6 ta.

“To1 s€ di theo anh ta. C6 ¢ yén day.”

“Mudn 1am gi thi 1am,” ¢6 ta cau nhau. “T6i chang quan tim.”

Lic t6i 14y 40 khoac va ra khoi cira thi Brian d di dugc nira con dudng,

“Brian!” to1 goi. “Brian, doi da.”

Thay vi tra 101 hay di cham lai, anh ta ting tdc, sai nhanh trén duong nhu mot nguoi dang thue hién
st ménh.

Chét tiét. Anh ta bi lam sao thé?

T61 di theo anh ta trong mud1 pht, ngdi thup Xuong may khu vuon va ndp sau bui cay mdi khi anh
ta bang qua duong va nhin xung quanh. Khi ching 01 dén chd tam bang nha ga thi t6i mGi biét anh ta
di dau. Brian dang di t6i nha ga Paddington. Toi ca 1a thé.

_ T6i chd cho dén khi anh ta 1én tau rdi phi nhu bay qua céc bac thang dé nhay vao toa tiép theo. Va

gau 4o b1 mac ket khi hai canh ctra khép lai.

Chét tiét.

Ca toa cuodi voi to1 khi tau xinh xich chuyén dong va to61 kéo manh gau 4o ra.

“Ra di nao, ra di nao, d6 dang ghét.”

To1 ti got chan vao ctiia lam don bay va kéo. Ra di nao! Ra di nao! Gau o tudt ra va to1 loang
choang nga vé phia sau, vap phai va li a1 d6 va ngdi trén long mot doanh nhan dang ngu.

“Xin 16i,” 61 ha hoc miéng lic anh ta thitc giac voi mot tiéng cudi hd ho “Xin 161, xin 161.”



Toi c6 dung day va tim 14y tay ndm trén dau. Anna Friel40], trong bién quang c4do nha hat West
End[41], cud1 nham nhé véi téi

“Cut_di, con bo ngu ngbc, tr min,” t6i 1am bam trong miéng, “trong Pushing Daisies[42] cai gi
chang d&.”

“Pay la nha ga Paddington,” truong tau thong bao khi con tau tir tir tién vao nha ga. “Tu nha ga
Paddington, hanh khach c6 thé chuyén tau di cac tuyén vé moi Quan Huyén, Vanh Pai, khu
Hammersmith(43] va Trung TAm Thanh Pho”

Ctra toa m& va toi tim kiém trong dam dong. Brian dang hudng vé ctra ra vao. Nhanh 1én nao, theo
anh ta. To1 nhay khoi tau va hdi ha di trén san ga.

_Thang cudn 1én dua t6i 1én lung chimg nha ga Paddington va t61 dao dac nhin quanh. Brian di day
mat r6i? T6i hoang via va do tim can than trong ddm déng. Lic & trong phong Brian ttrng no1 gi do vé
viéc nha ga Paddington co tAm nhin tuyét nhat. Toi nhin chong choc 1én mai vom nha ga. Nhung & dau
day? Toi s& phai hoi bao Ve

“Xin 16i,” toi huong vé phia nguo] bao vé dau tién xuat hién trong tam mat. “Vui 1ong chi cho toi
chd c6 tim nhin quan sat xe lura tot nhat.”

Anh ta nhin khip ngudi toi va cuoi than thién. “Co quén 4o khoac tram dau 4?”

“That ra,” hai go ma té1 nong bung, “td61 khong phai 1a nhan vién gidm sat tau. Toi dang tim mdt
nguoi.”

“Thé ha,” anh ta chi ra xa xa, c6 vé nhu khong chac 1am. “Pa s6 lang thang & dang kia.”

“Cam on anh,” t6i bat du tién vé cudi nha ga. A, anh ta kia roi. Mai toc den, bu xu ciia Brian thap
thoang trong dam dong dang bang qua cau bac ngang nha ga.

T6i budce 1én cac bac thang va ron rén lai chd anh ta. Anh ay dang dua vao thanh lan can bang kim
loai, mat khong ro1 khoi nhitng chuyén tau dang xinh xich, tir tir tién vao va roi khdi nha ga. Hinh nhu
anh ta dang khoc.

“Brian,” t01 dat tay 1€n vai anh ta. “Lucy day. Anh 6n ch?”

Anh ta giat thot va quét tay ao qua mat. “Co6 dang lam gi ¢ day?”

“To1 lo cho anh.”

“Co khong phai ban tam,” mat anh ta lai nhin nhitng chuyén tau. “Tu ¢6 da c6 qua nhi€u vi¢c phai
giai quyet ro.”

“Nhung t61 that sy khong yén tam,” o1 di chuyen ra true khudn mit 1am lem, budn bi ctia anh ta.

“T6i chi biét mdi anh va Claire trong céi thé gidi nira song nira chét la 1dm nay. Ching ta can chim
sOc cho nhau.”

Brian khit miii. “C6 nghi Claire s& lo lang cho chﬁng ta u?”

“Thoi dugc, Claire thi khong chic, nhung t6i van quan tim dén co ay. Co ay gidng dira em gai nho
khic khiu ma toi chua ting co.”

Piéu d6 1a sy that. Toi bat ddu nghi Brian va Claire nhu 1a gia- dmh—chap -véa cua minh. Claire l1a
dra em nho phién nhiu, con Brian la nguoi cau ki di, bbc mui. Co thé ¢ rat nhidu nguoi nura song
nira chét trén thé gidi nay, nhung chyng toi khong biét ho 13 ai hay ho song ¢ dau. Dau con ai khac deé
t6i chuyén trod vé nhitng gi sap xay dén cho chiing t6i ngoai Brian va Claire.

“C6 chuyén gi vay Brian? Thoi nao, di dau do6 noi chuyén nao.”

Trong mot thoang t61 tudng anh ta dinh bao t61 bién di va dé mac anh ta. Nhung khong phai the,
Brian nhun vai.

“Dugc thoi. Trong san ga cO mot quém ca phé pha tra rat ngon.”

Chuing t61 ng01 mot ban canh ctra s0, trudc mat Brian 1a tach tra nghi ngat khoi, con toi thi goi mot
tach ca phé va mot dia banh ran (toi dang hoang loan hét strc, i chi can thir gi d6 ngot ngot dé vuot
qua).

“Vay,” to1 mé 101, “co chuyén gi? Cé phai la vé thir thach cua anh khong?” Brian gat ngay va nhin



ra ngodi cra so. “Tdi chua bao gior dinh vuot qua thir thach.”
“Tai sa0o? Anh khong thé tim ra ngudi ma hd so quy dinh 1a Muc Tiéu Thir Thach 4?”
“Q, t6i di tim ra cau ta.”
“Nghe ¢6 vé kha quan,” t6i phan chén.
Brian bo hai cuc dudng vao tich va khuay déu. “Khong c6 dau.”
Lay Chuia, chuyén trd véi Brian nhiéu khi kho nhu bac thang 1én troi.
“Sao anh khong ké véi toi chuyén gi da xay ra?”
“Dugc thoi, noi ra thi cling chang giai quyét dugc gi.” Brian nhin vai va thoi tra. “Toi phai thuyet

phuc mot thang nhéc mudi 1am tudi tén 12 Troy Anderson thlra nhan 1a n6 mé duong ray xe ltra. N6 mé
man tau ltra, nhung ban bé né nghi s¢ thich dé 1a ngé ngan.”

To1 nghi trong dau, khong chi ban beé n6, nhung khong no6i1 thanh 161.

“Anh da n6i chuyén vo1 né chua?”

Brian dua tach tra 1én méi va udng mot hdp. To1 doi anh ta tir ton dat tdch tra lai lach cach trén dia
16t, va lay khan an lau mép.

“To1 6 noi vai 101 véi thang nhoc. Thue ra thi to1 tu gidi thiéu.”

“Ro61 sao? NO noi gi?”

“Me kiép, do quay rdi tré con.”

“C)i.”

T61 nhap mot ngum ca phé va cd nghi ra di€u gi dé ndi. Luc to1 nhin 1€n, nudc mat 1an dai trén go
ma Brian.

“O1, Chua o1!” t61 nam lay ban tay to 1én cua anh ta. N6 lanh, uét va may ngdn tay run run. “Khong
sao dau. Co6 khi anh van c6 thé néi chuyén lai véi n6 lan nira.”

Brian lac dau va nudc mat chdy tr cdm xuong cai ao li€n quan xdm vang. “Tai sao nd s€ noi
chuyén véi1 to1 nirta chir? NG nghi to61 1a thang gan do. To61 s€ khong bao gio vugt qua thir thach nay
dugc dau Lucy. Va t61 sap hét thoi gian.”

“Néu anh khong vuot qua thir thach ciing dau co phai 1a tan thé ddu. C6 khi anh lai thich thién
duong thi sao?”

“Khong.” Brian nirc nd. “Khong. T6i mudn ¢ day. Toi can phai & ddy.”

“Nhung chung chi 1a tau Itra thoi,” t61 khé noi.

“Thi d6i véi t61 Dan ciing chi 14 mot ga dan 6ng thoi,” mat Brian mo to.

“Nhung anh ay 12 tinh yéu cua doi t6i.”

“Voi i tau 1ta cling thé.”

That ki quac khi mdt nguoi dan Ong trung nién lai yéu mot khéi kim loai dén thé, nhung, theo mot

cach ndo do, toi hiéu cam giac Ay. Tau lira lam anh ta cam thiy hanh phac. Ching cho anh ta 1y do thirc
day moi budi sang. C6 khi chung cling lam tim anh ta dap nhanh nira.

“Brian,” t6i ndi ma khong hé nghi, “sao toi lai khong gitip anh vugt qua thir thach kia chtr?”
Anh ta nhin t6i chim chaim mot ltc 1au, rdi Gp ban tay to 16n vung vé 1én tay toi.

“That khong? Toi s& biét on co sudt doi.”

“Sg 6n ca thoi. Ping lo lang qua. Ca hai ching ta s& déu vuot qua thir thach. R6i anh xem.”

Anh ta cudi rang r& voi t0i qua ban ca phé ma tim can t6i ching xudng. Toi con chua biét vuot
qua thtr thach ctia minh ra sao thi 1am thé quai nao ma t61 dinh hoan thanh thir thach ctia hai nguo1 chi?



CHUONG 12

THU TU, NGAY 01 THANG NAM - NGAY THU NAM

Pién hinh. Pung 13 dién hinh mdt cach chét tiét. Ngay dau tién toi di 1am & Cong ty may vi tinh Bitz
va tro] mua. T61 danh hang gio dudi thang toc va gid toc dinh bét vao dau nhu miy ngiy chua goi. Va
d6i bdt da 16n dep nhat cua t6i wét dam. Qua du dé gdy an tuong voi Archie. Anh ta sé chang thém
liéc mat nhin toi Ian thtr hai.

T61 hit mot hoi that sau, xoay nam ctra, va budc vao vin phong.

“Xin chao!” T61 chao véi vé qua hon ho.

Ga Rau Ria S6 Mot ngimg danh may, ngudc 1én nhin ti, va lai nhin chd khac ngay. Anh ta trong té
hon lan trude. Mai toc dai, bong nhay cua anh ta dugc tim lai bang mot so1 day chun, 4o T-shirt mau
den c6 chir ‘Tay Choi1’ mau trang to dung ¢ phia trudc. C6 mot vét mirt dinh trén chir ‘C’.

“Hay lam.” Rau Ria n6i va nhin cham cham vao do6i bot cua t6i. “Chiing to61 khong nghi s€ gap lai
cd.”

“T6i c6 thé ndi gi day?” Toi nhun vai. “T6i qua can viéc lam.”

Rau Ria nhudng chan may. Anh ta dang nhin dau dé sau vai t6i.

“Ngai Wellington dén chua?” t61 hoi, khé nghiéng nguoi sang bén trai.

~ “Khong, Hom nay o6ng ta vao mudn.” Pugc lam, anh ta lai dang nhin bot t61. “Nhung chiung t61 da
sap xep cho cho ¢o trong truong hop cO6 muon ty kham pha ban lam viéc ctia minh.”

Anh ta nhom ngudi ra khoi ghé va dung day. La chua, anh ta nho xiu. Anh ta khoang mot mét sau
lam va gy nhom dén ndi tdi c6 thé thdy xwong vai qua 14n 4o T-shirt.

“Co s& vui vi chung t6i danh cho ¢ ci mdy vi tinh ¢ tdc dd nhanh nhat,” anh ta phay tay vé day
ban lam viéc. “Di theo t01.”

Chét ti€t, to1 tham rua trong dau lac anh ta dung trudce cai ban trong ngay gitra phong. Tat ca moi
nguoi déu thay man hinh cua toi.

“On chir,” Rau Ria noi véi gitra tran toi. “Lam quen vGi vai nguoi chir.”

Oi, Chta t6i! Tbi sap gap Archie. To1 liéc_khdap phong. Anh ta la ai nhi? Lam on, t1 khan, lam on
hay dé anh ta chinh 14 g3 toc ngan, rau ria nhin nhui (61 ludén co thé thay 4o T-shirt voi logo chuong
trinh Red Dwarf bang thir khac thoi trang hon).

“Day,” Rau Ria gidi thi€u, chi vao gd mit tan nhang véi mai toc do ngodi bén phai t61, “1a Geoftf.”

To61 dua tay ra. “Chao Geoff, t61 la Lucy.”

“Pugc r6i,” gi 1am bam, mit van dan vao man hinh ngay trudc mit.

Hinh nhu Réu Ria nghi man gioi thi¢u da dién ra sudn sé va chi vao gi deo kinh c6 c6 bd toc den
bong nhiy ngdi bén trai toi.

“Day la Nigel.”

Nigel nhin 1én va tang t61 nu cudi voi ham rang vang khe.

“Rat vui dugc gip c0,” anh ta yéu &t bat tay toi.

“G10 thém mot nguwo1 nira,” Rau Ria chi ra sau lung to1.

O. Do 1a Ga Puogc Nhat. Archie. Phai thé chtr. Anh ta c6 d6i mét ndu Am ap va gd ma cao. Ngoai
trir 4o T-shirt va bg toc ré ng6d1 nhon dau, anh ta that sy rat wa nhin.

T61 mim cudi voi anh ta va dua tay ra. “Xin chao, to1 1a Lucy.”

CCJOG 29

CHET TIET!

“To1 co the gid1 thiéu ¢6 vo1 nhieu nguo1 ¢ day,” Rau Ria ra dau vé phia con lai trong khi t61 rau ri
nhu qua bong b1 xi, “nhung Graham mudn tat ca chung ta ra ngoai uong gi dé vao gitra budi, khi do c6



s& dugc 1am quen véi tat ca moi ngudi.”

“Dugc,” to1 tha nguo1 xuong ghe. “Nghe that tuyet.”

“Day la thdng tin dang nhap cua c6,” Rau Ria dua cho t61 mau gidy. “Va V& Van sé€ cai dat tat ca
nhirng phan mém c6 can.”

T61 ngude nhin anh ta. “Anh vira n6é1 V& Van a?”

_““Anh ta 1a quan tri mang. Mot ga cur. Néu may vi tinh cua c6 ¢6 van dé gi chi can 61 anh ta mot

tiéng.”

“Tait sao lai goi anh ta 1a V& Van?”

“Vi d6 tr anh ta hay dung khi ¢ su ¢6. No nhu cau ctra miéng. Pa s6 moi1 nguoi khong biét tén that
cua anh ta. Co c6 can biét thém gi nira khong, Lucy?”

“Tén anh. Anh chua cho to1 biét tén.”

Rau Ria dé mit nguong nghiu va dua tay ra. “A, ding. Toi that khiém nhi. T6i 1a Archibald
Humphreys-Smythe.”



CHUONG 13

To1 khong biét minh nén that théu bat tay hay nhay khoi ghé 6m cham lay anh ta. Thay vi vay to1 chi gat
dau va noi, “Rat vui dugc biét anh, Archibald.”

T61 doi theo, khong roi mat, tim dap dién cudng, luc anh ta di vé ban. T61 dé tim ra Archie. To61
that sy da tim ra anh ta! Nhung lam sao t01 co thé di tim tinh yéu dich thuc cho mot ga lun, tong teo,
toc dai bong nhay, chang thé hit mat nguoi khac gidi hon vai gidy day? Pa co ai 1ap ra web hen ho
tryc tuyen tén la: www.tinhyeuchonguoigando.com chua?

“Moi thir 6n chtr?”” Nigel nhudng mot chin may 18n, hoi thim. “Co dang suy tinh ké hoach dua tranh
a?r”

“Khong, khong c6. Chi 13, a, cing ¢ lai tinh than thoi.”

Phai, Pung thé. Toi dang lam viéc. {t nhat toi cling phai ra vé nhu dang lam viéce trong khi suy tinh
budc tiép theo v4i Archie. Toi xoay mit vé phia man hinh, Oi khong, may tinh dé ban. Toi da khong

dung loai may nay ké tir 10p cong nghé thong tin thoi con di hoc. O cong ty cili, moi ngudi déu dung
Mac[44].

Khéng sao. Viéc can lam trude tién, khoi dong may. S& ching khé 1am dau.

T6i nhan nat khoi dong to twdng hinh ovan di bi ai d6 viét nghuéch ngoac bang nure xanh trén do
va man hinh l6e sang 1én. Phu. May dang khoi dong. Toi li€c sang hai bén dé€ kiém tra xem co ai dang
quan sat minh khong, nhung Geoff va Nigel, tai nghe trum kin ca tai, dang mai mé go ban phim nén
chang dé y dén toi.

Tuyét voi. Gio thi tat ca nhitng gi toi phai lam 1a tim chuong trinh thiét ké web trén Google, hoc
cach sir dung trudc khi ai d6 phat hién ra t6i chang biét am gi.

Mot cai bong phu 1én man hinh khi t6i vira g& xong tir khoa, dang chd két qua tim kiém. Toi quay
lai va co kim tiéng hét. Ga dan 6ng dang trirng trirng nhin xuong toi cao trén hai mét, c6 cai tran to nhat
va hang chan may day nhat, den nhat ma t61 ting thay. Anh ta trong nhu Lurch trong Gia DPinh
Addams[45].

“Chao,” anh ta gio ban tay day vét chai ra. “To1 1a Nasty[46].”

“Toi la Lucy.”

“Moi thir 6n chtr?”” anh ta nghién nét tay toi.

“U, a, 6n. Chi 13, anh biét roi ddy, bat dau thich ing v6i cong viée.”

, Nasty cuoi. Gilra hai cai rang cura be ti cua anh ta ¢6 qua nhiéu khoang tréng. Nhu thé ba mu da
gin nham ring cua mot dira tré cho gi khong 10.

“Chi 14 t6i can tat may vi tinh ctia ¢d trong vai giay.”

“DPugc ma, khong sao dau.”

Toi tat tat ca cac chuong trinh dang chay trén man hinh va roi hoang mang. ‘Shut down[47,°’may nhur
thé nao day? Toi khong nhd ndi.

“Um,” t6i ré chudt qua vai biéu twong, cam thdy minh bat du vd md hoi. “Anh c6 mudn lam
khong?”

“Khong.” Nasty ngat 101. “Chi can ‘shut down’ may. C6 biét day, bat, tit may.”

Tiéng ban phim gd g6 & hai bén ngirng bit. Geoff va Nigel nhin t6i va cudi.

“Puoc roi,” toi tra 101 khi cai may phat ra tiéng am 1 khac thudng va bat dau shut down. “Xong.”

“Gio thi tit may di.” Nasty néi tiép.

Anh ta dang n6i cai quai gi thé? Man hinh den thui. Chang phai may da tat roi sao? Toi ngdy ngudi
nhin anh ta va nhun vai v vong.

“Tat. . chuyen mach. .. chinh,” anh ta chdm rai nhin trng tur.



To6i vira dinh nhan nat hinh ovan c¢6 dong chit mau xanh thi Nigel cuoi khung khuc. Téi liéc sang
anh ta.

“Cong tac chuyén mach chinh ndm ¢ phia sau,” Nasty noi.

“Phai, dung. Toi biét.”

T61 dung 1en, di yong qua Geoff ra phia sau CPU may. C6 ca nghin day dan va day cap, nhung nut

t4t chinh dau? Tai liéc nhin Nigel va Geoff cau ctru. Ho chi cuoi. Ca can phong dot nhién lang di. Ké
ca Archie cling dirng 1€n, nhin v&i1 vé thich thu.

“Tat,” Nasty git, “ngay khi ¢6 san sang. Toi khong ranh ca ngay dau.”

T6i nhodi vé phia trudc va nhan cai nat dau tién minh thdy. Mot tiéng ‘bum’ 16n va rdi ‘bup’, mot
lan khot trang boc lén t CPU.

Oi. Chét tiét.

Ca van phong lang thinh it nhat ba muoi gidy va roi ai d6 v tay. Thém vai nguoi vo theo, roi thém
vai nguo1 nira, vai nguoi nira. Trude khi (61 kip dinh than thi tat ca moi nguoi trong phong deuvd tay
va tan thuong. To1 vO vong nhin Nigel cham cham, nhung anh ta dang cuoi am1 va dap tay vdi GeofT.
To1 that sy muon chui tot xudng gam ban va tron dudi do.

“Ctr lam, Lucy,” ai d6 tan thudng.

“A,” i liéc nhin Ién tay quén trj mang, “tdi nghi minh vira pha hong my vi tinh.”

Anh ta nhuéng mdt chin may. “Vé Van.”
., Trong bira trua, voi banh mi sandwich va, bia, tai quan bar gan ddy, Nigel giai thich 1a t6i v tinh
an nham nat dién ap chir khong phai cong tic chuyen mach chinh. T61 khong 1am chdy may, nhung
Nasty van mang CPU di dé gan thém vai bo vi xu 1y va stra lai.

“Lucy, toi nghi c6 khong can phai lo lang. Trong ngay lam viéc dau tién, Nigel con 1dn 1on my day
cap.”

Moi ngudi bat cudi va toi khiic khich, du t6i ching biét vi sao ho cudi. Nho: tra Google vai mu
chuyén ti€u 1am cua dan lap trinh.

“Trong budi phong van dang 1& toi nén ndi minh 1a tin 46 Mac,” tdi cat 10i khi tiéng cuoi da lang
xuong, ‘“nhung to1 khong muén lam om som lén.”

“Hay lam,” tiéng Archie 1am bam tir dau ban bén kia.

“Dling,” ai d6 tan dong. “Rat thuﬁn tién dé cai dat phén mém.”

Dot nhién moi nguoi lai soi ndi ban luan, xi xao vé hé diéu hanh Linux va Redhat va nhiéu thir khac
ma to1 chang hiéu gi. Toi ljéc sang dau k1a ban_dén chd Archie, nhung anh ta khéng con d6 ma dang
dung & quiy ruou, bon chon xoay xoay dong hd va hinh nhu chang dinh goi phuc vu. T61 ding day,
bung nhon nhao vi bon chon, va khé dén canh anh ta.

“Archibald, cam on anh.”

Anh ta giat nay, liéc nhin i r6i quay di ngay. “Vi cai gi?”

“Vi ¢4 noi ‘hay lam’ khi t6i bao minh 13 tin @6 Mac. T6i tudng moi ngudi s& cudi nhao minh.”

Anh ta ching noi gi, nhung 61 nghi minh thoang thdy moi anh ta khé& cong lén.

“Nay, t6i thiy roi nhé. Anh dang cudi vi tit ca moi ngudi déu cudi nhao t6i.”

“Xin 16i,” Anh ta kéo kéo day dong ho deo tay va mat d6 bung. “Ching t6i khong nén lam thé.
Chang ai muon bi 1am b& mit vao ngay dau tién di lam ca.”

“Hoi tré roi thi phai.”

Anh ta van chang c6 dong thai gi dé 16i kéo sy cha ¥ ctia ¢6 phuc vu, vi vy toi phai vay tay goi.

“T6i s& ubng ruou gin pha nudc khoang, va anh udng...” toi nhin Archie, ¢6 vé nhu anh ta rut ca
ntra nguoi lai. “Anh udng gi?”

“Nira cOc ruou apxing4s).”



Ruou apxin u? Ching c6 ai dudi bon muoi tudi lai udng ruou apxin ca.

“Nua coc rugu apxin a.” Toi lap lai.

_Chung to1 lung ting dimg canh nhau trong im lang trong khi phuc vu cho da vao ly kéu loang xoang
roi an ly dudi VOl ruou gin.

“Vay,” t6i c¢d bat chuyén 1an nita, “néu khong phai quay lai 1am viéc sau bira trua thi anh s& lam
gi?ﬂ’

Archie nhin bo vai gay gio xuong. “Viét ma hay choi dién tir.”

“Tro gi?”

“Tét nhién 13 trd choi trén may vi tinh.”

T6i chdm cham nhin phuc vy kéo voi va rugu apxin mau nau den chay vao ly, dau nghi méng lung.
Cudc song cya Archie ngoai viet md va tro choi dién tr thi phai co gi d6 nira chir, néu khong thi 01
that sy gap ric rdi C6 bao nhiéu phu nir nghi nguo1 tinh trong mong la mot ga lap trinh lap di lun, toc

dai chu? Toi chua ting thdy. Van con 1 hy yong, c6 khi anh ta c6 mot chiéc xe dep hay mdt can nha dang
yeéu, hodc thir gi do khién anh ta tré nén hap dan hon.

“Vay,” toi nhap mot ngum ruou, “nha anh ¢ dau, Archibald? Anh c6 nha riéng khong?”
“Khong han thé,” anh ta lac dau.

“Thé nghia 14 sao?”

“Tb6i sdng véi ba.”

“Ba,” toi lap bap. “Tuyét 1am sao.”



THU NAM, NGAY 2 THANG NAM - NGAY THU SAU
Do dang ghét. Ca sang thir Nam chang biét Archie di ddu. Chang thay cai 4o trum dau mau tia mic

trén lung ghé, con man hinh thi tit ngom. Suot chiéu thr Tu anh ta tranh t6i va lam sao ¢o thé trach anh
ta dugc chit? T61 da phun ruou gin vao mat anh ta ltic anh ta néi cho toi biét minh sOng voi ai.

“Nige,” toi hoi ngay khi vira ngoi vao ghé. “Archibald dau roi?”

Anbh ta nhin t61 qua gong kinh. “Sao, ndy sinh tinh cam dac biét v&i anh ta ré1 phai khong?”

“Khong.” Mat t61 do bung. “To61 chi mudn hdi anh ta mdt chit vé, a, chuong trinh t61 dang dung
tho1.”

“Hoi V& Van 4y.” Nigel hit dau vé phia tay quan tri mang. “D6 1a viéc cua anh ta.”

Nasty bat dugc anh mat toi va nhe cai rang ctra bé xiu ra véi toi.

“Sau cling dugc,” t61 1am bam, co rum nguoi nhd lai vu ndé may vi tinh ‘v van’. “To1 phai hoan
thanh b4o cdo cho Graham trugce.”

That tiec 1a Archie khong c6 ¢ day, nhung t61 c6 mot van dé khac tram trong hon phai dé tam. To61
nay Anna s€ gap hon phu cua t61. To61 sap duogc gip lai Dan roi!

Hon sau gid, bung t61 hoi nhdn nhao khi t61 budc chan vao quan White House. T61 chiang biét Dan
va Anna gdp nhau lic may gid nhung t61 khong muon bd 16 gidy nao. To1 chang ban tdim vi¢c minh
dang mac bo do céng s& nhau nhi.

“A, rala co, " nguo1, phyc vy nhan ra toi lac toi tya vao quay bar, mit liéc nhin chiéc quan lanh den
nhau nhi va 40 so mi trang lam lem ma t01 dang mac. “Lai mdt ngay t0i té nita ha?”

T6i lac dau. “That ra ciing gan nhu 13 6n. Cho t6i mot ly vang trang.”

T61 cam ly rugu va ngoi xudng cai ban trong goc. Mudi phut da qua ma to61 chang thay bong dang
cua cO ban than hay hon phu dau ca. Canh ban t61 ¢ mot cai ban trong va mdt ban khac trong nira &
dau kia quan. Lam sao ma t61 nghe dugc cudc chuyén tro ctia Anna va Dan néu ho ngoi tit dang kia
chu?

Mot ludng hoi lanh tran vao khi cira mé va toi nhin 16n. Mot nguoi dan 6ng cao véi vé mit that than
budc vao. D6 1a Dan. Anh &y mdt quan jean va do thun chui dau mau xanh 14 cay rdch ma t61 da mang
cho anh ngay sau khi chung t61 don vé & chung. Anh ay trong gay hon va rau ria moc 16m chédm.

Mat ching t61 gdp nhau va to1 nin tho.

Co khi cac quy dinh chua chic da dung hét. C6 khi néu ban yéu ai do du nhiéu, ban c6 thé nhin thiy
ho xuyén qua cai goi 1a bé cong thai duong. Co khi anh ay biét t6i 13 ai.

Dan cau may va quay ra chd khac. Anh ay thay to1, nhung khong phaj la hinh dang cua Lucy, ma 1a
nguoi phy nir cam, bat thuong da go ctra nha anh am 1. Tim t61 chung xu6ng khi anh ng61 xuéng cai ban
trong & dau kia phong va nhin quanh, nhung khong hé liéc mat dén to1.

Nam phat sau, Anna budc vao. Co ay con xinh dep hon 1an trude. Mai toc théng, ong muot, lan da
khong ti vét. Co6 ay mic 4o thun chui dau hé vai, quan Jean trang dai cham got theo kiéu Bardot[_]
Néu co ay khong phai 12 ban than nhat, t6i se ganh ghét voi Ve dep do.

Co a ay mim cuoi khi thdy Dan va tién vé phia do. Anh a ay cuoi dap lai, hon 1én ma c6 ay va noi gi
d6 ma tdi khong thé doc duoc qua d6i moi mip may. Gidy sau anh ay roi khoi ché va mua dd uong tai
quay bar.

Toi phai lam gi day? Toi can dén gan hon dé 1én nghe xem ho néi gi v6i nhau, nhung ¢ hai van dé:

1/ Chang con céi ban tréng ndo gan do.

2/ T6i khong mudn dén qua gan va lam Dan nghi 12 t6i dang theo gdi anh ay.

T6i nhdp mdt ngum rugu va nhin khip phong. C6 mot cai ghé trong & quiy bar, cach ban Dan va
Anna khoang mdt mét, ngay bén canh nguo1 dan 6ng toc vang dang quay lung vé phia t61. Chi c6 mdt



cach duy nhat. Toi sé& phai vo nhu n6i chuyén voi nguoi dan 6ng do trong khi tai thi lang nghe cudc
chuyén tro gitta Anna va Dan. T61 uong gan hét ly rugu cua minh, nhing ngon tay vao cho nudce dudi
day ly, roi cha 1én vét ban trén 4o so mi (vét muc chang phai vi vay t61 c0 soi 1én dau dia dé xem nd
hét chua. Vét myc van con do). Thay vi sach hon, vét ban Jrong nhu ca ngay to1 101 dudi ham mo. Chét
tigt. To1 khep 40 vest lai, cai khuy [én tdn c6. Nhin t6i giéng nhu Co Jean Brodie[sol, nhu’ng to1 chang
con cach nao khac. Co6 vé nhu Dan va Anna dang say sua chuyén tro. To1 ding 1é€n va chua bao gio
qué binh than di vé phia quay bar nhu thé.

Trong khi chd ngudi phuc vu roi mit khéi to bao dé rot cho t6i ly ruou khéc, i suy tinh budc hanh
dong tiép theo. Ga toc vang, khi lai gan thi mdi thay ro mau téc do 1a nhudom, van ngdi quay lung va
chang hé biét dén su hién dién cua to1.

“Xin 16i”, t6i khé dap 1én vai anh ta. “T6i c6 thé ngdi ghé nay khong?”

Anh ta quay lai, nhin tir du xuéng chan t6i. C6 diém gi d6 rat quen trong anh mit do dan mau xanh
nhat va cai khoen trén mii.

“Cu ty nhién,” anh ta tra 101.

T6j than trong di vong qua anh ta, biét rd rang néu toi voi tay trai ra thi sé cham va dinh dau Dan,
va ngoi 1én ghe Ga Toc Nhuom nhin cham cham xuong thir chat long trong glong nhu ruou teequllau

o1 sau do noc hét vao mi¢ng. Toi nhip mot ngum ruou Va liéc vé phia Dan vira dung ltc nghe duoc
anh Ay ndi, “toi cling nhd c6 ay, Anna, nhung doi khi t6i. .

Nhing tir con lai b tiéng huyén nao cta quan rugu at mét va toi nhu muén hét 1én. Doi khi 1am gi?
D61 khi anh ay quén t61 a? Hay 1a do61 khi anh 2y thay chan nan, chang mudn song nira?

T6i thdy cang tay dau nhéi. Gi Téc Nhuom dang choc nhitng mong tay cau ban vao toi.

“Nay,” han 1{u nhiu. “C6 co biét t6i 1a ai khong?”

To1 dinh 10 anh ta di, nhung Dan dang nhin toi chim chim. R& rang anh iy da nhan thiy t6i chuyen

ban. Chét tiét. Toi phai Tam gi d6 dé Dan khong nghi ngd va roi khot day. Toi ép minh cuoi voi Ga
Téc Nhudm.

“Tai sao anh khong cho t6i biét anh 13 ai nhi?” t6i kh& ludt qua mu ban tay anh ta sao cho ra vé 1a
minh dang tan tinh.

“Co da ting nghe dén Lu$t Boys chua?” anh ta 1iu nhiu, nga nghiéng trén ghé nén t6i so anh ta sé
ngd. Dot nhién t61 nho ra.

“Anh 1a Keith Krank a?”

Tai cai ban ¢ bén phai t61, d61 mat Dan nhoe 1¢€.

“Lac nho,” Dan nirc no, “toi tung noi s€ cuoi nguoi phu nir day tién t6i gap ma thich Indiana
J ones[s2]. Co c6 biét toi phan khich nhu thé ndo khi to1 goi cho Lucy dé hen ho 1an thr hai va co ay tra
101 1a c0 ay dang xem lai phim Raiders of the Lost Ark[s3] trén ti vi khong‘7 Nghe co ve qua ngu ngoc

nhung to1 that sy nghi la ching t6i s& séng phan doi con lai v6i nhau va r6i co ay, cd ay, cd Ay bo
toi..

Bung toi xoan lai vi dau dén. That bat cong. That qua bat cong.
_“Nay,” Keith thac miii gidy vao mit ca chin t6i. “Néu co biét tén t6i, tirc co biét t6i 13 ai, co 1a dd
doi tra.”
) T6i roi mat khoi Dan va nhin Keith chim chim (hoan toan quén mat 13 minh dang to ra tan tinh anh
ta).
“T6i khong néi dbi. Chi 1 luc dau toi khong nhan ra anh.”
“Déi tra,” Keith tam 1ay diing quan. “C6 mudn mot ti thit ctia Keith.”
“Thét ra,” t6i ndi, “tdi vira dn tdi xong.”
T6i chi thiy duoc gay clia Anna vi vay khong thé biét vé mit ctia co Ay ra sao lic ¢d Ay rudn nguoi
qua ban va phu ban tay cat gitia dep dé€ 1én tay Dan. Dan rut tay lai va lay ong tay ao lau mat.
“Nay,” nhitng ngén tay xanh xao vay vay trudc mit toi. “Nay, co cd nghe tdi vira ndi gi khong



day?”
“Sao?”
“Co ¢6 mudn ti thit ctia Keith?” anh ta 1ap lai, liéc mat dua tinh voi toi.
Sau miy tén say ludn quén mat diéu vira nghe nim gidy truéc cha?
“Khong, cam on, Keith,” t61 1dp lai. “To61 khong do1.”
“Cl’J:ng nhu sung thi sao? Nay, c()n hon thé day.”

Oi, Chua t6i! Claire da noi gi vé Keith nhi? Rang anh ta nhay cam va c6 tim hon thi si sao? Anh ta
nhay cam nhu gidy nham cong nghiép va bai dién van chang du ra du ctia anh ta 1am toi khong thé
nghe dugc cudc chuyen tro g1u’a Anna va Dan. T61 nhin quanh, c6 tim cach thoat khoi anh ta.

“Keith,” tdi ngodc ngoic mdt ngdn tay ra hiéu cho anh ta. Anh ta 1ao dao rudn vé phia trude.
C‘Sao&'?,’

“Sao anh khong do1 t61 trong nha v€ sinh nit nhi? T61 s€ vao sau vai giay thoi.”

Miéng anh ta ha hdc vi phan khich. “C6 s& lam trén bon vé sinh sa0?”

“Pung,” t61 bén Ién. “To61 dinh 1am véi anh trén bon vé sinh. Vao d6 va doi nhé!”

“Puoc thoi.”

Anh ta trugt xudng ghé, lao dao, hut vai budc. Anh ta di duoc nira phong thi dimg lai va quay sang
hoi t61. “Phong vé€ sinh nit & dau?”

“Pi thang dén cubi phong,” t6i chi tay, “nd nam bén tay phéi 7

V61 ny cuoi nham nho, anh ta loang choang di hét quay bar, trén duong di dung phai vai nguoi

khach va 1am d6 ruou, Dan va Anna van mai mé chuyén tro. Ngu’orl Anna run run nhu thé c6 ay dang
khoc va Dan voi toi nim 1y tay co ay.

“To1 ting nghi minh s€ cam nhan duoc sy hién dién ctia ¢6 4y ¢ quanh minh, nhung khong thé,” anh
ay thot ra. “Co ay da di that roi

Bu:ng tur bo Dan, t6i thim cau nguyén dirng mit niém tin vao em. Em s& quay lai.

“Piéy cudi cung Lucy noi vo1 em,” Anna noi, “la, ‘hen gap lai cdu, that tuyét, ching ta s& c6 rat
nhiéu niém vui’. Em nghi d6 that su 1a dleu Lucy mong.”

Dan git dau va im lang. Toi biét anh Ay dang nghi gi. Anh y dang nghi dén chuyén ching t6i da cai
nhau nhu thé nao v€ viéc chuan bi va méi nguoi da 1am dugc gi cho 1€ cudi trude khi to1 chét. Lam
on, t01 thAm cau xin Anna, lam on dirng héi anh ay vé...

“Nhitng 101 cudi cung Lucy di noi voi anh 13 gi? Néu anh khong ngai ndi cho em biét.”

Dan lic dau. “T6i that su khong mubn ndi vé chuyén do.”

To1 khong nghe dugce 101 dap cua Anna vi, ngay luc do, Keith Krank 1do dao quay lai.

“Nay,” anh ta réng 1én. “C6 khong vao. Toi doi dai ca co.”

T6i ¢ néi, nhung ndi dau 1am t6i nghen ngao khong cat 1én 1oi. Tdi con khong thd noi.

“Nay,” Keith hét 1én. “C6 néi ¢ s& lam chuyén y véi t6i ma.”

Tiéng 6n a0 va chuyén trd im biat. Moi ngudi trong quan dang nhin chiing t6i chim cham. Keith gj
mat sat dén noi to1 co thé nglri dugc mui men trong hoi thd anh ta.

“C0 s& an thit Keith ma!” anh ta gio 1én. “Sao ¢6 khong an thit Keith chir, d6 di thoa?”

T6i day anh ta ra va trugt xubng ghé.

“Nay,” anh ta tim 1ay vai toi khi t6i c6 lach qua anh ta. “C6 nghi ¢ di dau day?”

Tbi cb lach khoi anh ta, nhung anh ta tim chat 4o khoac cua toi.

& ,"‘E,”, mot giong khac vang 1én. Do 1a Dan. Anh ay da dtng 1én va quic mat nhin Keith. “Dé cb ay
1.
Keith nheo mat. “Khong phai viéc ctia miy, Dd Cao Léu Nghéu.”



“Pé ¢b Ay yén,” Dan tim chit tay Keith. “C6 ay ching lam gi anh ca.”

Trudc khi t61 nhan thirc dugc su viéc thi nhitng nguoi khac day ghe ra lao xao va dirng ca day. Mat
Keith bién sac va anh ta 1ap tirc tha 4o to1 ra.

“A di théa day,” anh ta vira né1 vira x0 t61 ra. “Cho may day!”

Anh ta day t61 x0 tring nguc Dan. To1 clirng nguoi, mat toi ép vao 1&p vai 4o am ap cua anh.

“Co6 0n khong?” Dan quan tam, vong tay quanh nguoi t61. “Phuc vu s€ noi chuyén phai trai voi ga.
Sao co6 khong ng61 xudng? Udng mdt ly véi to1 va ban be nhé?”

Mui kem cao rau va vong tay am ap, chd che cua anh trén vai thit qua strc chiu dung cua t6i. Toi
vung thoat khdi vong tay anh, nhin 1én khuon mit hién lanh, boi rdi ctia anh va chay khoi quan rugu.

To1 do, trén giuvong, toi 0m chat con voi mau hong khong 16 ma Dan da mua cho 01 ¢ cau tau
Brighton va vui mat vao 16p 10ng mém mai. T61 van cdm nhan duge mui kem cao rau, hoi am cua co
thé anh ltc anh vong tay che chg toi khoi tén Keith say xin. Lan cudi cung toi thay anh mic cai 4o thun
mau xanh 14 ciy ay 1a [uc anh bat ngo dan t6i di choi cong vién Disney & Paris Thang Muoi Hai nim
ngoai. Toi da phan nan vo1 anh ay 1a minh cang thang dén mirc nao trong giai doan nudc rut cua dy gn
dang lam), va anh &y d€ xuat mot chuyén di xa cudi tuan d¢ thu gian. Toi da thuc sy phan khich cho dén
khi anh ay néi la yiéc ndu nugng vai mon an tai can nha ¢ vung thon qué Norfolk ctia b me anh 1a
nhirng gi t61 can dé xa cing thang. Toi chang nghi ngd gi trudc viée anh bat t6i phai mang doi giay tién
loi va mdc ao day (can nha cua cha me anh lanh ngat), nhung khi anh 4y khang khang bat tuyen tau dién
ngam Metropolitan & duong Pancras chtr khong phai duong Liverpool thi t6i biét 1a co gi d6 khong
on.

“Vay 1a sa0?” Toi thic méq khi anh éy siét chat tay minh va dan toi di t&i ga tau Eurostar(s4). T6i
nhin chong choc 1€n ndc tau trang 16a udn cong trén dau trong nhu tran thanh duong bang kim loai va
trd mat trudce quay rugu sam panh. “Ching ta dang di dau?”

“Quén no1 vai em 13,” Dan néi vo1 nu cudi ngoac dén mang tai, “cha me anh vura chuyén té1 Phap
tuan trude.”

“Khong 1y nao! Sao anh khong n6i véi em?”

“Vi do khong phai 1a sy that,” anh ay tha tay t61 ra va nhanh nhu cdt luon qua dam dong trude khi
to1 c6 the thui anh.

“Nhung,” t61 hoi ha duoi theo anh, ba 16 nay 1€n ndy xudng sau lung, “em khong c6 passport. Chung
ta chang thé di dau ca.”

“Anh c6 passport cua em,” Dan tim lay eo ro1 om t61 vao long. “Va ching ta s€ di Disneyland,
Luce.”

Tiéng hét sung swdng cua to1 lam ai cling quay lai nhin.

Hai muoi bon tiéng dong ho sau, mit t61 lai nép trong 4o anh boi anh 6m t61 that chat trong lan hoi
dém lanh va ching t61 cung ngam man phao hoa day sdc mau nd tung trén Vuong Qubc Co6 Tich voi
chudt Minnie, chuét Mickey, vit Donald nd dua quanh xe diéu hanh va nang Lo Lem hanh phuc giri
nhitng ny hon gié cho dam dong.

“Em khong xtirng vo1 anh,” t61 ngudc nhin anh, hong nghen ngao vi xtic dong. “Em khong dang duogc
hanh phac nhu thé nay.”

“Co, em xung dang.” Anh ning cam t01, diu dang hon 1én mat t61 ro1 au yém hon moi to1. “Vay anh
s€ hu doa dugc ai day néu khong c6 em?”

“Ra 1a anh chi yéu em vi em1a c¢6 gai ca tin nhat trén doi 4?” Téi cong moi, vo hon doi.

“Khong,” Dan nhin sau vao mat to1, “vi em la nguo1 phy nir xinh dep nhat.”

T6i 6m con voi chit hon, siét nd trong vong tay bdi nude mat 13 chd roi xubng ma, lam uét ddm
16p 16ng mém mai.

“Dan, em s€ tim ra tinh yéu dich thuc cho Archie,” t61 thi tham. “Bat ctr gida nao em ciing s€ tim
duoc.”



CHUONG 15

THU SAU, NGAY 3 THANG NAM NGAY THU BAY

Sang thtr Sau, t6i vat chan lén ¢6 chay di lam, chi dung lai ngay ngudng cira, tho hon hén. Keith
Krank Chet Tiét. Tai gd ma 01 ngu quen Néu khong phai do han thi t61 da di nga nhu thuong 16 chi
khong ngoi hang gid nghi vé Dan va. .

Guom da.

Archie dang khom ngudi trén ban lam viée, tay gd ban phim, 4o len dai tay sic s& vat trén lung
ghé. Du hom qua da di dau thi hom nay anh ta da quay lai. Lai tiép tuc chién dich ‘Tim Tinh Yéu Dich
Thuc Cho Archie’.

“Chao, Archibald,” t61 chao, léy tay 4o lau cai tran dAm md hoi.

“Um,” anh ta dap lai, mét khong r&1 man hinh.

“That vui vi lai duoc gip anh,” t6i kién tri. “Hy vong 1a hom nay anh thay kha hon.”

“Céai gi?” anh ta ngudc 1én.

“H6ém qua anh khong di lam. Toi nghi 13 anh 6m.”

“Dai loai thé.” Anh ta 1am bam, d6 mit tia tai.

Anh ta trong qua nguong nghiu nén toi doan 4t han anh ta bi mot loai bénh gi d6 rat xdu hd nhu “tao
thdo ruot’ hay twrong tu thé. Nhu:ng chang c6 gi phai xau ho ca. Tat ca ching ta ai chang 6m.

“Imodlum[i] dung duoc lam. Toi ting udng thubc nay khi n phai mon ca ri tom thiu va phai 6m
bdn cau trong. ..

“To1 khong 6 dm,” Archie 1am bam, trong co veé kho chiu. “To1 dang lam... vai... viéc...

A. Pugc 1oi... Pa dén ltic di vé ban minh.

To61 méi1 ngéi dugc muroi phuat thi mot tin nhén xuét hién trén man hinh. Tin nhin tr Graham:

Chao Lucy. Vui 10ng sang ban ti tan gau nhanh vai cau.

Oi, chét that. O cong ty frudc day cua t61 thi thuong “tan gau’ c6 nghia 1a bi quo trach hay bi sa
thai. Toi kho nhoc nuét xuong. Liéu co khi nao Graham phat hi¢n ra Ban ly lich cta t6i 1a doi tra
khong? To1 khong thé mat cong viéc nay duoc. Toi van chua c6 sd dién thoai nha riéng cua Archie.

Moi viéc 6n chir? Toi g0 ban phim tra 101, tim dap thinh thich.

On, chung ta can ban bac vé web, nhé chir?

T6i tho dai qua to dén ndi ma Nigel ngtrng g0 ban phim va nhin t6i qua gong kinh.

Pang qua day, t6i tra 101, 10 tit ga dong nghlep va tim ldy to gidy ma hom qua toi da nghéch ngoac
vai ghi cht. Toi phai 1am vai chuyén nham

Graham d3 thay ca vat xanh den bang no bu’érm mau d6 va mai toc bu xu dugc ré ngdi, vudt keo
bong loang. Trong chang dep chut nao.

“Chao, Graham,” t01 chao, ngﬁn ngu trudge ban anh ta.

“Khong can khach sdo, c6 Brown.” Anh ta vay tay ra ddu vé mot cai ghé. “Ngdi di, ngdi di ndo.”

“T6i ¢ vai ghi cha vé website,” t6i ngdi trén mép ghé. “Toi doc 1én hay anh mudn tw xem qua?”

Graham chdng tay 1én cam, “Co doc di. T6i tip trung nghe day, c6 Brown.”

“Vay ciing dugc.” Ngon tay t6i run run khi t6i chi vao muc dau tién. “Trudc tién 1a - mau sic. N6
qua loe loet, khong phu hgp voi hinh anh ctia mét tdp doan manh.”

Graham cau may. “Tiép di.”

“Phong nén trong don diéu, chéi, 1am rdi mat.” Toi néi mot cach tron tru. Co thé toi khong biét viét
ma code cho website, nhung khi nhin mot trang web tdi biét nd dep hay xau. “Font chir qua to, bd cuc
bi 1éch, bang chon nim khong dung chd, hinh anh tiy tién chiém qué nhiéu khoang tréng va ‘nhin vé
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tépg :[’hé thi toan trang web tao nén an twgng khong chuyén nghiép. Nguoi thiét ké nd 1a mot gi ngoc mu
mau.

Graham git dau. “Puoc, vay néu ¢d co thé cho ngudi thiét ké vai 101 khuyén thi c6 s& ndi gi?”

“Tbi s& khong ch. ..o ho 101 khuyén,” t6i manh dan néi, phan chan trudc phan ing trim tu ciia anh ta
trudce bai phé binh ctia minh. “T61 s€ no1 vo1 ho 1a ho bi sa thai.”

“That khong?”” anh ta nhudng mot chan may.

“That.”

“Cha, toi e 1 c¢6 khong thé sa thai t6i vi t6i 1a Giam Déc Diéu Hanh.”

Oi, chét tit.

T6i hang giong. “T6i khong,  toi 13, t6i khong nghi...”

“Toi ty viét md, Lycy,” Graham ngoi thang 1én va khoanh tay lai. “Thiét ké website khong phai 1a
che tao tén ltra, c6 bict day. Cau nao lam ¢ day cling c¢6 thé 1am dugce, nhung ho qua ban. Bo 1a 1y do
chung t61 nhan c6.”

Oach. C6 thé Graham khong dinh sa thai toi khi bat dau chuyén tro, nhung co6 khi gid anh ta muén
lam the.

“Pung, tat nhién 14 thé. Toi xin 16i vi da khong liét ké ra nhitng diém hay cta website nay.”

“La g7

T6i nhin xudng nhitng nhin xét t6t chang hé ton tai trén to ghi cht. “Loi md ta phdn mém nhan dién
giong noi rat hay.”

“Va?”

“Va, trm, hinh anh anh ding minh hoa cho phin mém rét... dang cip.”

Graham vudt toc va chinh no buém. “That khong?”

“No, rat tuyét,” t6i huyén thuyén. “Anh sang tuyét voi, goc chup rat dep va, o, ban lam viéc cta anh
trong rat gon gang.”

“Con ngudi mau thi sao0?”

“Sao?” to61 ngdy nguoi.

“T6i nghi tir ma ¢ dang tim dé dién ta 13 “dién trai’.”

T6i nghién rang. “Anh trong rat banh trai trong tim hinh d6, Graham.”

“Vay thi khin truong sap xép lai. Hiy xem ¢6 c6 thé 1am n6 dep hon khong.”

“T6i s& cd hét stre,” md hoi chay thanh giot trén lung khi t0i quay ra. Téi di dugc nira duong vé
ban minh thi Graham goi giat lai.

“Sao?” to1 tr tr quay nguoi.

“Néu c6 khong thich trang web, ¢6 s& bi sa thai.”

To6i nhin anh ta tran trdi, mit m to.

“Chi dua thoi.”

Sudt mot gio sau do dau toi quay cuong vo1 ngon ngt HTML, ma Javascript, du loai hinh anh va toi

danh phai tuyét vong ma nghi giai lao mot luc. Archie bi an cua t6i lai bién mét vi vay t6i quay sang
Nigel.

“Hém nay anh c6 ra chd quan rugu khong?”

“Khong,” anh ta lac dau. “To61 dinh lam viéc thong tam ca gio nghi trua. T61 va Geoff dang phu
trach mdt phan cua du an.”

To1 quay sang nhin Geoff, va anh ta héng hai gat dau x4c nhén.

“Nhiéu nguoi khac cing lam thong tam,” Nigel n6i thém. “Hinh nhu ho dinh tranh ludn vé viéc nén
hay khong nén sir dung ma Javascrip[s6] cho server-side voi client-side[s7]. Sao cd khong tham gia



cung chu?”

“Co khi khong,” to1 thut vao ghé. “T61 c6 vai viéc phai lam nén c6 khi t61 chi an tam lat banh
sandwich thoi.”

Nigel nhin dong ho. “Sally Sandwich c6 thé 1am sandwich kep tring va phd mai trong mot giay.”

Thyuc vay, muoi phut sau, co tieng g6 cira. RS rang Sally Sandwich 1a mdt c6 gai to con.

“Vao di!” Nigel hét to.

To61 quay lai, trong cho s€ thay mdt van dong vién cu ta ngudi1 Nga budc qua cua.

“Chao,” tieng mot co gai Trung Qudc nhd bé, mai toc vang nhudm budc thanh hai sirng. C6 ta mac
40 so mi ca ro trang do, vay vai bong chéo ngan ngin va mot cai tap dé trang in chir ‘Sally Sandwich’
mau hong, Co ta mang doi giay thé thao mau hong to nhat ma to1 tirng thay. N6 an dut may doi giay cta
ban nhac Spice Girls[58].

“Trirng va pho mai cua ai?” ¢o ta tién vé phia Nigel, rat cai banh dudi cung ra.

“Co lay mot cai di.” Nigel noi voi toi.

“Hey,” ¢6 gai nhin t6i. “Chi méi dén phai khong?”

“Vang, t61 la Lucy.”

T61 cadm thay minh nhu nguoi khong 16 khi dung day va dua tay ra. Tham chi Sally con bé hon t61
tuong. Chac co ta chua to1 mot mét tu.

“Chi an gi nao?” ¢d gai cudi toe toet.

To1 mua mot cai banh mi que kep xic xich va ca chua. Sally li€c qua Geoff nhung anh ta dang nhai
top tép 1at sandwich kep rau diép va giam bong mang tir nha.

“Vay thi hen gap lai ngay ma1 > ¢6 gai nhac cai ro 1én cao trén duong di ra. “Rat vui duoc gip chi
Lucy. Tam biét cac chang trai.”
Budi chiéu cham chap troi qua. Khi Nigel day ghé ra va dudi tay thi 61 strng s6t nhin dong ho.
Chét tiét, d3 ndm gio rudi chiéu.
Cudi gid an trua Archie dd quay trd laj nhung t6i khong c6 thoi gian néi chuyén véi anh ta. Toi
phai tom ngay anh ta trude khi anh ta 13n mat.
r]hT()i lai chd ban anh ta vira kip ltic. Anh ta d3 mic 4o khoac, deo tii chéo ngudi va dang tit may vi
tinh.
“Archie,” t6i bat chuyén. “Cudi tudn ndy anh c6 ban gi khong?”
“Tham gia mot bita tiéc LAN[59],” anh ta vira di ra ctra vira ]1am bam.
_Tbi chang biét tiéc LAN 1a gi, nhung noi cho cing bat cir thir gi c6 dinh dang dén tir “tiéc’ thi chang
thé t€ hai, dang khong?
“T6i tham dy dugc khong?” toi cam thdy ma minh d6 ran.
Archie ngac nhién nhin t6i va 14y tay vo toc. “Co muén tham gia mot bita tiéc LAN sa0?”
“Pung. Tbi rat thich.”
“No kéo dai to1 bdn muoi tm tiéng lién tuc,” anh ta ndi v&i vé rat trim trong. “Strc chiu dung cua
cd phai that tot.”
Cha, vay 1a n6 con dir dg1 hon mdt bira tiéc. Oi, Chua t6i! C6 khi nag Archie nghi¢n ma tiy khong?
Co khi d6 1a 1y do anh ta bd viéc. Mot ga 1ap trinh nghién. A1 ma nghi dén co chir?
“Khong sao, to1 co thé theo dugc ma,” t6i noi dbi. “Bita tiéc dién ra & dau?”
“Sang mai t6i goi cd ndi chi tiét dugc khong?” anh ta nhin dong ho. “Giér toi c6 viéc gip phéi di ”
T6i phai mim mdi dé ngan ny cuoi hon ho trong luc nguéch ngoac s$ dién thoai 1én miu gidy va

dua cho anh ta. Néu Archie c6 thé hoi s6 dién thoai cia mot phu nit thi van co thé hy vong vao anh ta.
Anh ta doc mau gidy r6i nhét nd vao tii 4o khoac.

“Hen gap lai anh, Archie,” t61 vui vé chao khi anh ta vira khuat sau canh cira.



“Archibald,” anh ta 1am bam stra lai roi bién mat.



CHUONG 16

T6i phan chan khic thudng trén duong di bo vé Ngoi Nha Danh Cho Nhirng Ai Mubn Tré Thanh Ma.
Chi trong mot ngay t61 da lam duoc:

1/ Khong bi sa thai.

2/ Gianh dugc 101 mo1 tham du mdt bira tiéc nghe co vé rat tha vi.

Thé 6 nghia 1 tdi c6 bdn muoi tam tiéng dé mé hoic Archie va tim ra mau phu nit anh ta thich.
ROi tat ca nhirng gi can phai lam Ia thuyét phuc anh ta dé cho toi gitip tim ngudi phu nit ¢6. Minh that
thong minh, tdi tu tin duong minh luc tho than di vao bép l1ay lon Coca khong dudng trong tii lanh, moi
thir tién trién that tot dep.

“Lucy,” Claire chang biét tir dau xuat hién, ding chan ngay ngudng ctra.

“Sao”, to1 cao giong, dot nhién théy on lanh.

“Tai sao t01 qua luc vé nha c6 bao t61 ‘cut xéo’?”

Chét tiét. Toi hoan toan khong nhé minh di 1am thé. D6 1a 1i clia c6 ta vi da goi t6i 1a *Co Daw’
khi t61 nudc mat lung trong va vap chan ngay ngudng cua.

“Vi t01, a, trit gidn 1én cd,” t61 1i nhi.

“Cai gi c0?” C0 ta rat dai bang d6 bang len co gidn trén dau va lay day thun budc toc.

O 0 O. Cb ta budc toc lai d¢ chuan bi dénh nhau a?

“Toi da gap Keith Krank,” t6i 1ui lai mot budc va dung phai ban an. Mot cai bat dung ngii coc rét
xuong san v tan tanh.

“That khong?”” Claire xan Gng tay 4o l1én dén khuyu, budc mot budce vé phia toi. “O dau?”

“Sao ching ta khong di uong gi d6 va ndi vé chuyén nay?” Toi ldp bap khi chin gidm phai manh bat
v0. “Cho nao do gan day

Néu c6 ta that su mudn danh toi, thi t6i mudn c6 nhan chimg va sau d6 co thé dé dang goi xe ctru
thuong dé chd co thé thu:ong tich cua minh di cap cuu.

Claire nheo mit nhin tir ddu xudng chan i va t6i kho nhoc nubt xubng,

“DPugc théi,” ¢b ta tra 161 ngay luc t6i vira dinh ném lon Coca vao dau c6 ta rdi co gio chay.
“Nhung co phal tra tién.”

Bén trong quan Queen’s Head, mdt quan bar cii ki ndm ngay goc cua, 6n nhu v& cho. Chang con
ban trong vi vay ching t61 dirng ¢ quay rugu. To1 goi d6 uong.

“Vay 1a,” Claire hoi, nhan panh rugu tdo va nho den tir tay phuc vy, “chuyén gi xay ra voi Keith?”

“A, t0i... tm...”

Lam sao tdi c6 thé giai thich chuyén gi da xay ra ma khong 1am co ta nghi 12 t6i da c6 du dd Keith
day? To1 nham tinh du moi cach trong dau nhung két qua luon nhu nhau - Claire s€ n61 xung va dam
vao dau toi. Gugm da. Toi khong nén ké vai co ta nguoi Keith tan tinh chinh 1a t61, diang khong?

“To1 dang ngo1 trong quan White Horse,” t61 nhap ly rugu trang, “thi Keith budc vao. Anh ta say
mem.”

“Quén rudt cua Keith.” Claire cudi tuoi roi. “Do 1a quan Keith thich. Ai di cing anh 4y?”

“Anh ta d1 mdt minh, nhung khong lau.”

“Vay la sao?”

“Anh ta lai gan mot c6 gai dang ng6i mot minh trén quay bar va co6 thuyét phuc co ta di vao nha vé
sinh v41 anh ta.”

Claire lay ly rugu tdo va nhin to1 canh giac. “Co ta c6 di khong?”

“Khong. Keith chiri ¢6 ta 1a di, diém. That kinh khing. C6 gai rat kho chiu.”



'T61 cho phan trng cua Claire. Theo co6 ta, Keith 1a mot ga rat dé thuong, nhay cam, nhan hau, vi vay
chac chan c¢o ta s€ soc khi phat hi¢n ra con nguoi that cia anh ta.

“Vay a?” ¢6 ta lac lac cai khoen miii.

T6i nhin c6 ta chdm cham, ha héc miéng. “Y ¢d ‘vay a’la sa0‘7 Ga nay that sy dang tom. Han ta tu
lam b& mat minh trudc ca quan va pha hdng buodi t6i ctia ¢6 gai no.’

“Noi diéu gi khac ma t6i chura biét kia.”

T6i cau may. <Y c6 1a sa0?”

Claire xoa mt tay 1én ma va nhin ra chd khac. Dot nhién co ta khong con dang s¢ nira. That ra, cd
ta trong non ndt va yéu dudi. “Lic nao anh ay cha gid ngon nghé dé ra vai to1 nhung, khong nhu ¢6 gai
kia, t01 s€ di vao nha v¢ sinh v&i anh ay. Du lam the thi sau do cling khong ngan anh ay miét thi t61.”

“Co noi that hay dﬁa‘7”

Co ta lic dau va uong can ly ruou. “To1 udce gi 1a dua. Sau khi quan hé, anh a ay luén quay vé ban

ctia ban nhac, bao t6i di di cho khuat mat ROi anh 4y ké véi ho chuyén chung to1 vura lam, a1 cling
cudi va lay i ra lam tro dua, no1 nay ng.’

T6i kho chiu. Pung 13 Claire kho wa, nhung khong ai c6 quyén lang nhyc c6 ta.
“Ho noi gi?” Toi hoi.
“Khinh miét viéc toi map nhu thé ndo, hay t6i xau ra sao, hay toi 1a mot fan hAm md cudng dén ndi
san sang lam bat cut diéu gi.”
“Oi, Claire, that kinh khing. Sao ma c6 lai van con quan hé véi anh ta chir?”

Cb ta dan cai ly rong xubng quay bar va goi phuc vu. “Khi Keith tinh tdo, anh ay ciing duge,” co ta
ha giong khi boi ban rot thém rugu, “tham chi 1a tot bung. To61 doan minh hy vong 1a néu minh canh anh
ta thi dén luc ndo do anh ta s€ khong con nghién ruou. Nhung chuyén dé khong xay ra.”

“Claire, c06 chi can ro1 khéi anh ta. Co co6 thé tim duogc ai do tot hon.”

“Nhin to1 xem,” ¢ ta dang tay. “A1 mudn chr?”

Co ta co gi do khong binh thyong. Bén dudi 16p trang diém day cop 1a mot c6 gai dé thuong. Bé
ngoai ra sao khong phai 1a Van deé, ma chmh la vé san sang gay sy cua co ta.

“S& ¢6 rat nhiéu ngudi mudn cd, néu cod khong qua gay gt v6i ban than minh va lac nao ciling 16ng
1én nhu the.”

“Gio thi hoi tré roi,” ¢o ta cdn moi duéi. “Toi da chét.”

Co ta la nguoi tot. bung khong? Li¢u nguoi da chét co thé tim ngudi yéu khong? T61 phai nh¢ tim
hiéu diéu nay khi ching t61 quay vé nha. Toi ciing khong biét vi sao minh mubn giup c0 ta, nira. CO 18
vi t01 van nh¢ cam giac bi tay chay thoi hoc sinh. T61 tung trong nhu d6 nha qué, deo niéng ring va
day myun. Toi qua xau hd vé chd mic cai trong miéng nén chang dam hon ai cho dén khi thdo chung ra
nam muoi bay tudi. Gid nghi lai t61 van con hai hung.

“Vay ¢6 dinh 1am gi Claire?” t6i uéng can ly minh rdi dat 1én quiy bar.

Co ta cuoi toe. “Vugt qua thir thach cua minh va tra thu. Toéi dinh s€ am Keith va ban nhac mai
mai. Hay xem ho s€ ra sao néu khong thé rti bo mot fan cudng.”

“Do co6 phai y hay khong?”

“Y kién tuyét voi,” nu cudi chua chat nd trén mit ¢ ta. “Nhiing gd d6 phai tra gia cho nhing gi da
lam voi t61.”

“Claire,” t6i chin nan. “Sao t6i cam thdy chuyén ndy chang t6t lanh gi.”

C6 ta chi cuoi.




CHUONG 17

THU BAY, NGAY 4 THANG NAM - NGAY THU TAM

Mii nhot vi bong bong, t61 nghiéng nguoi va nhirng ngon tay day xa phong ctia Dan cha xat 1én
xudng trén lung toi. Phong tam hoi t6i dudi anh sang ctia nhitng ngon nén lung linh, khong khi day mui
thom réu bién cua bot xa phong Molton Brown[60].

“Quy co c6 thich socola khong?” Dan thi thAm, dGt mét mau Dairy Milkfe1] vao miéng téi. “Va
nghe chat Barry White[62] thi sao?”
_Toi gat du trong ddu nghi Bazza White thi hoi tho trong mot khung canh lang man, day cam dd nhur
thé nay.
“Y mudn ctia quy ¢6 1a ménh 1énh,” Dan véi 1ay diéu khién tir xa.
To1 nga nguoi ra sau, thoai mai dya vao nguc anh, doi tay anh vong quanh nguoi t61, moi anh..

moi anh.. cal quéai quy gi am7 thé? Dia CD bj ket a? N6 nghe khong giong giai di¢u tinh yéu, ma nghe
nhu, nghe nh

Tiéng dién thoai.

Chét tiét!

Thir Bay. Tiéc LAN. Archie. Dién thoai. Day di, Lucy!

C6 tiéng giay rach khi t6i ngdi bat ddy trén givong va 6m 1y mat. Mot trang sach dinh trén ma trai.
Hum. Chac la té1 chay nude dai | trong khi ngu. Hay that.

T61 cau may boc no ra va v0 1én 1an da dau nhu bi kim chdm. T6i chi dinh doc vai chyong trude
khi ngu ga ngu gat, nhung van chua thay doan nao giai dap cho thic mac liéu Claire c6 thé im dugc

ngudl yéu trén thién duong. Co khi Brian s& biét chir nhi? Nhung viéc d6 gac lai sau. Dién thoai van
dang reo.

T6i tha chan xudng giudng, voi va ra khoi phong va chan thap chan cao chay xudng cau thang,

“Ai day?” t6i thé hon hén vao dng noi.

“Phai Lucy Brown khong?” mdt giong ndi lich su, trang trong vang 1én ¢ dau day bén kia.

“Toi day,” toi tra 101, g& mau gidy dinh trén mé rdi bung nd xudng san nha. “Archibald Humphreys-
Smythe a?”’

Archie cudi. Chang ai nghi mot nguoi nhd bé nhu anh ta lai ¢6 tiéng cuoi tram dén thé.

“C6 van muodn tham gia tiéc LAN chir?”’

“Tat nhién roi.”

“Tuyét. C6 séng & dau? Toi s& qua gip cd trong nira tiéng nira.”

T6i trd mat nhin dién thoai. “Cai gi?”

“Bén muroi 1am phut kip khong?”

Loai tiéc ting gi lai bat dau lac mudi mot gior trua thir Bay thé nay?

“Sao lai s¢m thé?” t6i thic méc.

“Chung ta can phai chuan bi trude. D6 s& 13 mot cudc dua ma-ra-tong.”

Bita tiéc nay 16n ¢én mirc nao ma chung 61 phai mat ca ngay dé chuan bi? Du hoi e dé, nhung toi
dang bat dau thay phan khich trudc vién canh mot dém thi vi khac thudng.

“T6i & 56 108, du’ong Buckley. Hen gip anh trong bon muwoi 1am phut nita.”

“Thong nhat thé.”

Puong day tit ngam T61 khom ngudi dudi gia do trong vai gidy, cam thay phan chén va hing khoi.
Pay 1a co hoi tuyét voi dé 1am than v6i Archie va toi phai nam lay. Nhung diéu can ban nhat - mic gi
day?



DPung bon muoi 1im phut sau, chuong ctra reo. Toi ho6i hop va kiém tra lai dung mao trong guong
1an chot. Toc da sach va kho chua? Kiém tra. C6 cai gi dinh trén ma khong? Kiém tra. Ao halter[e]
mau bac lap lanh va vay den cuc ngan co hop khong? Kiém tra. Gidy cao got co qua cao khong? Kiém
tra. On, toi d4 san sang. T6i hit mot hoi that sau, 1ao dao qua hanh lang, xuéng cau thang rdi giat manh
cua trudce.

Archie, mic quan thung mau den, 4o thun mau den véi fuyén ngbn ‘to1 yéu nguoi lun’ tré mét nhin
t6i. Mat anh ta lia d1 lia lai tir dinh dau xuong ngodn chan, dén got giay.

“Ummmm,” mom anh ta ha hdc nhu ¢4 hép khong khi. “Ummmmm.”

T6i chdng tay 1én hong va cudi toe toét v4i anh ta. “Toi nghi tir ma anh dang tim dé néi 13 ‘cha’!”

“A, ding,” anh ta ddi chan tru va van veo méy ngon tay. “Chi 1a...”

Trang phuc ctia t6i qua qué a? N6 khong chi 13 tiéc t6i ma con nhay nhot thiu dém a? Hay 1a mot vii
hd1, n€u vay thi ¢6 nghia la rét cudce anh ta 12 mdt anh chang lich thiép.

“Chi 1a... c06 c6 thoai mai trong trang phuc nay?”

Thoai mai? Doi giay cao got dung la cyc hinh, nhung do 1a cai gia phai tra. D6 la diéu ma dan ong,
coca Archle s¢ khong bao glo hiéu noi.

“Tbi 6n, anh khong can lo lang.”

“Vay thi di thoi. Xe toi dau dang kia.”

Anh ta hién ngang di xuong duong va to1 lao ddo di theo dén chd chiéc Volkswagen Beetle[64] mau
trang nho nhat, dang yéu nhat toi tirng thiy.

“Pay la Herbie,” Archie gidi thi¢u, m& ctra hanh khach. “Mo1 ¢6 vao truéc.”

T6i vao xe voi dang vé chin chu nhat c6 thé. Lic dau t6i so minh s& khong ngdi lot, nhung roi chd
ngo1 that sy thoai mai. Archie that su lap di (a1 lai di du tiéc véi mot cai 4o thun in chir “to61 yéu nguoi
lun” co cht?), nhung anh ta lai rat lich thi€p va chiung t61 sap ¢dé mdt chuyén phiéu luu ngan cung
nhau.

“Thit ddy an toan chura?” anh ta hoi sau khi di ngdi vao ghé tai xé.

“Pa khoa va sin sang dé di, Bimbo Baggins.”

“Ha?” Archie trong c6 vé ngo ngac.

“Anh biét day, mot nhan vat trong ‘Chua té nhitng chiéc nhanes)’.”

“C6 dinh noi Bilbo Baggins ding khong, Lucy.”

“A, ding,” t6i ¢6 nin cudi.

Archie xoay chia khoa, khd1 dong, vao s6 ro1 hoa chiéc xe vao dong xe ¢ trén duong.

“Pi san sang tham gia tiéc chwa?” anh ta hoi. Toi thoang thay nu cudi lap 16 dudi ham rau quai
non.

“San sang. Di thoéi. M& nhac nghe duoc khong?”

“Pia trong ngan dé do day.”

To1 vo1 t61, mo ra va luc 1g1 trong dong dia CD. To1 khong biét minh nghi mot ga 1ap di nhu Archie
s€ nghe loai nhac gi, nhung chac nhu bap 1a khong phai rap va hip-hop. Thuong 1a thé. T61 khong thich
rap va hip-hop, ma thich rock hon. T61 gat may cai dia cua Beastie Boys, Doctor Dre, Run DMC,
Public Enemy, NWA[67] qua m{t bén.

“Pia clia anh ha?” T6i thic mic.

“Con cua ai nira?”

T61 nhudng chan may, mo dia Beastie Boys va nhin ra khung canh bén ngoai. Ca khac ‘Chién dau
cho quyén tham du ti€c’ (t01 nghi trong dau, sao ma phu hgp thé) vang Ién am 1, qua cai loa nam dau
do & phia sau, day am bass lam dau t61 u u. To1 nhin quanh va phat hién thir gi d6 ndm trén ghé sau.

“Archie, sao anh lai mang laptop theo?”



“Cai gi?” anh ta tr6 mét nhin t6i va vin nhé am luong.

“Laptop cua anh. N6 nam trén ghé sau. D€ lam gi the?”

“Tat nhi€n la béi to1 can dung dén nd. Laptop cua c6 dau?”

“T6i khong mang theo.” Tdi nhin xuong doi tay trong rong va cau may. “Téi dinh mang theo mot
chai rugu vang, nhung quén mat tiéu.”

Phanh rit 1€n, t61 chui v€ phia trudc. Pia CD rot xudng san. Chét roi, chac to1 da noi1 hé dicu gi do.
Nguoi lich thigp ludn dem theo ruou khi di du tigc.

“C6 muon quay lai khong?” Archie 1€n tiéng khi chi€c xe phia sau nhan coi inh 61. “Van kip quay
lai dé€ lay laptop cua cd.”

Céai gi? Lay Chua! L€ nao phai mang laptop hay thir gi do that sy dat tién chir khong phai tang gia
chu chai rugu vang ré tién khi tham dg mdt bita ti€c that su trang trong. Giong nhu nhitng vi khach
quyén cao chirc trong thi bi€éu mil tiara[es], trang suc va do dac.

“Nhung t6i chang c6 laptop,” toi tuyét vong.

Archie vé€ s6 xe va di ti€p. “Khong sao, Nigel c6 du mét cai cho ¢6 dung.”

“Nigel cling tham gia nita a?”’ t061 ngac nhién.

“Tat nhién, va ca Geoff. Ti€c sé& chéng thi vi néu khong du may két n61.”

Anh ta dang noi cai quai quy gi thé? Chiing toi s& tham gia tiéc thac loan qua. laptop a? Co khi nao
LAN nghia 12 ‘Lam tinh anh cu lan’ khong? O O O. C6 khi nao tit ca laptop déu c6 webcam va ndi
mang Internet, va may gi do bat t6i nhay thoat y hay. ..

“Gan toi rdi,” 101 Archie cat ngang ludng suy nghi mién man cua toi. “Ngay dy thoi.”
Chuang t61 di vao mdt con pho ngoai 0 hoan toan yén tinh va dd lai. Hai cu gia thong tha di trén

duong. Mot nguoi dang kéo cai tai mua hang c6 banh xe, mot ngudi budc cing khung tap di. Trong
chang gidng trung tAm tiéc ting lam.

“0 day ha?” toi thic mac.

Archie tit may va ra khoi xe. “S6 hai muoi bay,” anh ta chi vao ngdi nha 1ién ké[ev] c6 cira mau do.
T6i 1ui lai nhudng anh ta di trude, cam thdy hoi bat an lac anh ta gd ctra.

T6i dd dong ¥ tham dy cai quai quy gi thé nay?



CHUONG 18

Cura tur tor mo ra.

“Chao Archie!” Nigel hd hoi, roi liéc sang toi. “Cai quai quy gi day!”

T6i cudi dac ¥, Co diém gi d6 khong binh thuong trong cai cach i 14p di ndy soi vé ngoai cuia toi.
No lam t61 cang bat an hon. “Hy vong la anh thich by do nay.”

“N6 khong. .. n6 chi,” Nigel vui vé, “chiang phai ¢6 mic hoi it vai sa0?”

T6i liéc Archie, nhung anh ta dang chai mét nhin d6i giay thé thao cta minh.

“Khong sao,” Nigel tranh sang, moi chiing t6i vao trong. “Vao di nao, trong d6 day tro vui.”

To1 Ifing thirng di qua haph lang, budc qua canh ctra anh ta chi va thdy minh dang & trong mdt cin
phong t0i thui, thoang mui am moéc. Man cua keo kin va hau hét do dac trong phong dugc kéo sat

tudng. Bon cai ban chum vao nhau nim ngay gitra phong. Va ngudi ngdi sau laptop & mot cai ban dé
chinh 1a Geoff.

“Chao, Geoff,” t6i ¢b cang mat nhin trong bong ti, van ngo ngac. Can phong dau cé giong noi to
chure thac loan hay tiéc tung. Chuyén quai gi dang xay ra thé nay?

“C6 6n chr?” Geoff 1am bam, mit dan vao man hinh.

Nigel luét qua té1 va go gi do trén cai laptop khac.

“To1 c6 Coca, Bo Huc, nude ting luc Lucozade va snack Kettle Chips trong bép néu muon 16t da
gi do,” anh ta quay lai nhin t61. “T61 nghi chiing ta s€ goi pizza khi Munchies[70] chét, tat nhién la dat
hang qua mang.”

“Y kién hay,” Archie dong tinh, ngdi xudng mot cai ghé trong. “Ngoi di Lucy.”

T6i ngdi xudng mép ghé va nhin Archie cam day sac laptop, vao mot 6 dién trén tudng va 1Gi hdi
lam gi d6 vé1 day dan chinh va may cai hop mau den dat gitra bon cai ban.

“Archie,” t61 nghi ngo nhin may cai hop mau den cham cham. “T61 c6 thé giup gi khong?”

“A,” Archie trong c6 vé lo lang. “Nay, cdu c6 du céi laptop nao khong Nigel? Lucy quén mang may
theo ro1.”

“Chuyén nho,” Nigel dimg 1én. “Lucy, t0i e 1a n6 13i thoi, va hinh anh khong rd 1am, nhung van
chay tot.”

Anh ta 30 ra khoi phong va toi nghe tiéng chan chay rAm rim 1én cdu thang.
“Archie,” toi hoi nhé vi anh ta dot nhién bién mat duéi gdm ban. “Khi nio thi tiéc dién ra?”
“Ngay khi ching ta két ni xong.”

“Nhung nhiing nguoi khac dau? DJ dau? Sao chung ta nhay dugc voi may cai ban nim ngay giita
phong? O day qua to1, ¢b cai den nhap nhay nao khong"”

Mot tiéng cudi vang 18n dudi gaim ban va rdi c6 tiéng “bup”. Guong mit cudi toe toét ctia Archie
16 ra.

“Xin 16i,” anh ta vén toc ra khoi mit. “tdi cudi va dap dau vao ban.”

“Tai sa0?” t6i cang lac cang boi rdi

“Lucy, co ¢o biét tisc LAN 1a gi khong?” Geoff khit mili.

“Tat nhién 13 biét,” t6i lap bap. “P6 1a mot ving dat ¢ gidi han. LAN 1a cach goi tit cua land -
dién san, ding khong"”

Archie va Geoff dua mit nhin nhau va pha ra cuoi.

“Cai gi thé?” toi gang hoi khi ho ctr cudi hoai khong dat. “To6i da noi gi sai a?”

“LAN,” Geoff giai thich giira trang cudi nic né, “nghia 13 mang ndi bo.”

Archie ngirng cudi, giai thich. “Tiéc LAN 1a viéc moi ngudi ndi may véi nhau dé cing choi mot



trd choi tryc tuyén trén mang.”

“T61 biét cai do,” toi rit 1én. “Toi1 chi dua thoi.”

Archie va Geoff van con cudi khi Nigel quay lai va dit cai laptop trudc mit t6i. T6i nhin né chim
cham, khong biét nén noi1 gi.

“Néu c6 muodn, to1 co thé dua cd v€,” Archie nhé nhe. “Co6 khong can phai ¢ lai néu khong mudn.”

To61 nhin tir cdi laptop sang cai vay ngan clin va do1 giay chang hop hoan canh. Thao nao bon hg
nhin t61 chdm cham nhu thé t61 vura tir trén tro1 ro1 xudng (ma theo cach nao do, thi dung la vay). Toi
giong y nhu Nt Hoang Anh Sang[71].

c A a.”

Néu 0 lai, t6i s& phai choi dién tir trén may vi tinh suét bén muoi tim tleng va game duy nhat toi

biét choi 1a o _da bong cua Dan. Ké ca khi choi thi t6i ciing chi nhin qua vai anh va giuc anh tit may
néu khong s& tré gio xem phim.

‘T61 nhin Archie. Anh ta trong that su lo léng, nhu thé anh ta hoan toan chiu trach nhiém cho su ngu
ngoc cua to1. Quy tha ma bat. Toi chang c6 lua chon nao khac, diing khong?

“To1 s€ ¢ lai,” to1 cud1 nong hau vo1 Archie. “Nhung cac anh phai day toi céch choti tro nay.”

, “Tuyét vo1,” Archie nhe nhom thot 1én. “Trong khi t0i cai dat tro choi va ndi mang may cua co, co

can quyet dmh minh thich nhan vat nao trong tro choi. C6 muén 1a con nguoi, thiy quai, ngudi lun hay
mot tén trong binh doan Scourge bat tir?”

“Um,” ¢b giit mit binh than, “t6i nghi minh thich bat tir.”



CHUONG 19

CHUNHAT, NGAY 5 THANG NAM - NGAY THU CHIN

Cudi cung dén qua nira dém chiing t6i méi nging dé an pizza.

Pung hon 13 t6i ngimg, Nigel va Geoff vira choi vira nhai top tép lat banh xfic xich rac tiéu giira
nhirng tran chién. T61 dam chac_Archie cling muon choi tiép nhung khi anh ta liéc thay t61 ngd1 chom

hom trén x6-pha ¢ gitra dbng do dac tit cudi phong, mot tay cam lat banh pizza, mot tay cam hop, thi
Archie lai cho t61, dot nhién c6 vé e de sau mot dem tuoi cuoi va nhin nhau.

“Archie, a, Archibald,” t6i stra ngay. “Ngbi xudng di. Anh dang choan hét can phong déy.”

Toi dich ra trén x6-pha dé chtra chd cho anh ta ngdi, nhung anh ta van ngbi bo goi phia doi dién.
Anh ta an pizza va khong ro1 mat khoi Nigel va Geoft dang dap tay mung chién thang.

“C6 c6 thich khong?” anh ta hoi. “Toi s& budn néu c6 khong vui.”

T61 khé cham vao tay anh ta. “T61 da c6 mdt khoang thoi gian tuyét voi, Archie. Néu buon thi to1
da no1 ro1.”

Anh ta ranh manh li€c t61. “Co goi to1 1a Archie.”

“Pung... va sao?”

“To1 nghi minh thich ¢6 goi nhu thé.”

. To1 cuoi va doi tu theé, gap chan dudi mong. Chang con doi1 giay cao got va toi da thay b do luc
dau bang mdt cai 4o ni xanh den chuj dau bac mau, quan thung cot day ctia Nigel tir dau t61. T61 cam
thay thoai mai, va s€ thoai mai hon néu n6 khong phai 1a tham hoa thoi trang.

“Mo1 nguoi déu goi anh 1a Archibald a?”

“A, dtng vay, moi dong nghiép... va ba tdi.”

“Nguoi yéu thi goi anh la gi?”

Archie nghen miéng banh pizza. “T61 khong c6 ban gai,” anh ta 1am bam, nhin dam dam xudng san
nha. “Tiéc 1a thé.”

To1 vira ghi mot ban thang Vay 13 anh ta that sy mubn c6 ban gai. Mot khoi dau tot dep. Ban khong
thé tim ban doi cho mot nguoi chi muén song mot mmh

“Anh c6 quen nhiéu phu nit khong?” t6i thic méc, 1ay mot 14t pizza nita.

Archie lac dau. “That ra t61 khong c6 co hoi gap nhiéu phu nit. Nhitng lac khong di 1am, thi t6i...
a... phai lam nhiing viéc khac.”

“Nhu viéc gi?”

“Chi la vi¢c thoi.”

“Oi, Lay Chua, Archie, hdly néi v&i t6i. Toi khong thé tim ban gai gitip anh néu anh khong cho t6i
biét moi1 viéc.”

Archie nhudng chan may. “C6 mudn tim ban cho t61 a?”

“Pung, tai sao lai khong chit? Trudce day, thinh thoang t61 cling lam mai lac con...” t61 ngung kip
thot, ... tré. To1 thudong mai moi cho nhiéu ngudi ban thoi sinh vién.”

“C0 c6 mat tay khong?”

“A, ¢0.” To1 noi doi1 “Hai cdp da két hon. Gio ho da c¢é con. Vay nhitng viéc gi chi€ém nhiéu thoi
gian cua anh thé?”

Archie liém moi va yét hau 1én xudng. Toi thay c6 101 vi da thuc ép anh ta du anh ta khong thich
thé, nhung t01 phai biét minh phai doi dau véi cai gi. Néu thoi khoa biéu cua anh ta kin mit cong viée
thi 61 phat tim cach thu xép.

“To1 lam cho ba. N6 chiém rat nhiéu thoi gian ranh cua t61.”
“Ba cua anh gia lam ro1 sao?”” To1 thuong cdm. Nguo1 phu nit t61 nghié€p nay chac yéu lam.



“Ba vura tron bay muoi hai.”

Nghe chang gia lam. C6 nhiéu ngudi con gia hon thé ma van lam viéc nhu thuong. Brucie Forsyth
tAm muoi tudi van con dan chu:orng trinh khiéu vii trén truyen hinh, Honor Blackman(72] gio van day
quyén rii. Co khi ndo c6 diém gi d6 bat binh thuong ¢ ba cua Archie khong?

“Ba anh khong khoe 4?7 t6i thic mac.

Archie 6m dau goi vao nguc chit dén ndi t6i so anh ta s& bi gy ring rac. Sy budn ba anh 1én trong
do6j mat anh ta khién t61 muén 6m cham lay. Vay la anh ta song cung ba va chang thoai mai gi. Néu
giong chau trai thi at han ba ta ciing nhd con, rut ré va dé mén.

“That ra ba clia toi rat khoe, nhung ba chi c6 mdi minh t6i. Bén nim trudc cha toi phai sang Dubai
lam viéc va me t6i cting di cung. Theo ké hoach thi t6j s& sang do sau vai tuan, nhung ong ndi mat qua
dot ngdt vi vay moi nguoi cho 1a té1 nén & lai va chuyen dén song cung ba.”

“Thé anh nghi sa0?”

Archie tram ngdm. P61 mat anh 1én vé cam chiu. “Do 1a viéc ding dan.”

“T6i xin 16i. Moi viéc hin 1a kinh khing 1dm. T6i hiéu anh dang cam thay nhu thé nao, hy vong diéu
do c6 thé 1am anh khudy khoa doéi chat.”

“That sao?”” anh ta ngac nhi€n nhin to1.

“Khong phai vé viéc anh phai cham séc ba dau, khong phai chuyén d6. Nam hai muoi tuoi, to1 mat
ca cha 1an me, va to1 bi€t cam giac tro troi la thé nao.”

Gio dén lugt Archie lo lang. “Oi, that tiéc, Lucy. Toi khong biét phai ndi sao.”

“On c4,” toi nhin vai. “Roi anh ciing vuot qua thoi.”

Trong mdt khac chung t61 chang n61 gi ma chi ngdi trén x6-pha va nhin nhau khong chép mat. D6 1a
su thau hiéu ma khong can phai noi thanh 10o1.

“A,” Nigel reo 1én, “ca hai ddy roi! Nhan vat game cua hai nguoi dang bi tn cong. C6 khi 14t nita
ca hai s€ muon phan cong.”

Va khoanh khac d6 v& tan nhu bong bong xa phong.

Dbicu tiép theo ma to61 nhd 1a thir gi d6 1am tran t61 nhéi 1én. T61 mé mat va nhin sang bén kia phong.
Nigel dang ném thanh Kettle Chip vao to1.

“Chao, ngu gat,” anh ta cuo1 vang.

“Cai gi?” t6i chép mit va ngap. “Tdi chi chop mit mot ti. Toi dang sac pin va san sang chién dau
roi.”

T61 khong dinh ngu. Sau khi Nigel cat ngang cudc chuyén tro gitra to1 va Archie, ching t61 quay lai
laptop va lao vao, cudc chién. To1 chién dau dén nim gio sang, roi quyét dinh dén chd xo- pha uong
mot lon Bo Huc dé 1ay lai strc.

“C6 clr nga lai néu mudn,” Nigel vira ndi vira nhai. “Ching t6i quyét dinh dirng cudc dua sém vi c6
hai chién s chi 1a hang xoang.”

Mi mat Archie triu nang. Con Geoff dang ngu ga ngu gat, miéng ha hoc.

“May gio roi1?” toi hoi.

“Bon gio chiéu.”

“Khong thé nao!” t61 diing day, vuron vai. “Nhan vat cua t61 chét chua?”

“Chua,” Nigel tra 101, “Ching t61 thoat ra cho c6 khi thay c6 ngu say. C6 vé chot nhung tai khoan
thi van con. Lan sau co c6 thé choi tiép.”

TO1 nhat thanh Kettle Chip 1€n ro1 quang tra lai cho Nigel. “Ai ndi t61 mudn choi game véi1 may
nguoi nita?”’

Nigel tré méi duéi ra, gia vo hon doi. “Khong phai thé, dung khong?”

“A, c6 18 thé, néu cac anh tr t& & cong ty.”



“Khong bao gio!” anh ta cudi sang khodi. “Tom lai 1a, gio da biét ¢, to1 s€ bién cong viéc cua co
thanh dia nguc...”

‘ “Llicy,” Archie cat ngang, day ghé ra va dung day. “Néu c6 khong ngai thi t61 mudn veé. Toi co,
um. ..

“Cong chuyén dﬁng khong?” t61 mim cuoi. ¢ Cho t6i mot phut dé thay d6.”

T61 khong mat nhiéu thoi glan dé thay lai quan 40 cua minh, gap gon d6 da muon mic tam cua
Nigel, d€ trén givong. Sau cai 6m tam biét voi va voi nhiing chu nha van con. tron mat ngac nhién (101
nghl 6m ho ciing ching sao vi ndi cho cung thi tinh cach chung t6i ¢6 nhiéu diém twong dong), toi ngdi
Vao xe cua Archle

Chuyén tré vé chim trong im dng, nhung d6 1 mot khoang lang dé chiu, va sau cudc chuyén tro dém
trugc to1 cam thady minh da c6 chut tién trién voi Archie, da tién lai gan thém mot budc. To1 khong
muodn thic €ép anh ta.

“Day, dén nha rdi, Lucy.” Archie mé 161 khi dung lai trude ctra nha toi.

To1 kim cai ngap va nd nu cuoi vui vé. “Cam on Archie. T61 da c6 mot dém vui vé.”

Anh ta git dau. “T6i cling thé.”

To61 mo ctra va mot v tuong chot 16e 1€n ngay luc dinh budc ra khoéi xe.

“Archie,” t6i tho dau vao xe, “Tuan tdi anh c6 thich dén budi ‘hen ho téc do[z31° véi t6i khong?”

“Cai gi!” mit anh ta mé to. “Oi, Chaa oi! khong. Nghe that kinh khung.”

“Khong sao dau, toi hira ddy,” t6i vd nhe canh tay anh ta.

“Chic c6 dang dua!” anh ta nga ngudi va nhin toi nhu thé t6i vira d& nghi anh ta cting tham gia trd
nhay Bungee[74] khda than tir dinh Big Ben[z5]. “To1... hen ho téc d0 a? Lucy, to1 that sy khong nghi...”

“S& vui 1dm,” toi nodi bira. “Anh sé& thich cho ma xem. That déy!”

“Hirm,” Archie hd nghi, x04dn xodn bd rau va cd tinh tranh 4nh mit cau khan ca toi.

“DPi ma, Archie,” t6i nai ni. “No6i dong y di ma. N6 rat quan trong voi t6i.”

“Nhung vi sao mdi duoc?” anh ta thic méc, nhin lai t6i.

“T61 phai tim mdt nira ciia minh,” d6 la sy that, guong mat troi cuoi cua Dan vut qua trong dau,
“va viéc anh di cling t6i dén chd hen ho toc do co thé gitp ich.”

“Hirm,” Archie lai 1au bau. T6i gan nhu c6 thé nghe duoc tiéng cac té bao nio clia anh ta dang chay
dua dé quyét dinh xem nén lam gi.

“Pi ma!” toi nhin anh ta bang 4nh mét tham thwong nhat va bit chéo ngon tay sau lung[ze).
“Thoi duoc,” cudi cung anh ta cling dong ¥, vé mit gidn ra trong nu cudi. “Xem nhu 13 t6i lam vi
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co.

Do khopg phai la phan hoi ma t6i mong doi, nhung thuyét phuc duoc anh ta di cung ciing da 1a
thang loi ro1.

“Chac chtr? Anh s& khong 1am con ria rut dau vao phat chot ch?”

Archie cuoi khing khuc. “Toi khong thé hira minh s& than nhién, nhung t6i da néi thi s& lam, va toi
da htra 1a s€ di.”

To1 dua tay ra. “Moc ngo€o nao.”

Archie moc ngoéo.

“Pay, gid ¢d vui vé chura?”

“S& nhur vay. Toi sé rat, rat vui vé, Archibald Humphreys-Smythe.”

T6i van con cudi ltc 18n cau thang, nim vat ra givong va véi lay tim hinh cta Dan.

“Chao anh yéu,” t6i vudt gd ma anh. “Anh c6 nhd em khong?”

Co, Lucy. Toi tu trd 101 trong dau. Anh rat, rit nhé em.



“Em ciing nhé anh. Nhiéu hon anh nghi nhiéu.”

“Khong sao. Moi viéc dang tién trién tot dep. Archie 1a mot gi dé thuong va anh ta s& dé em gitip
anh ta tim ban doi. Nghe c6 vé tuyét nhi?”

Tam hinh Dan chi cudi.

“Em s€ gap rat tim ai do6 cho anh ta, Dan,” t61 khé hon 1én m6i anh. “Va r6i chiung ta s€ lai dugc
bén nhau. Chi can anh do1 em.”
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T6i dém bang tay s6 ngiy. Mot... hai... ba... Thi Bay, ngdy 27 thang Tu, t6] budc vao Ngbi Nha
Danh Cho Nhitrng A1 Mu6n Tr¢ Thanh Ma, véy c6 nghia la to1 dd quay lai tran thé trong. .. to1 dam sam
vao cot den va quen mat d3 dém dén dau. .. muoi ngay Mudi ngdy that sao?

Sao lai c6 thé nhu thé chtr? P qua mudi ngdy roi sao? Tdi chi cé hai muoi mot ngay dé vuot qua
thir thach va da dung hét mot nira thoi gian. Cling khong sao, t61 da biét thém chut it vé Archie, va anh
ta da dong y dén budi hen ho toc d¢ cung, nhung van... chua c6 gi kha quan lam.

Thtr Hai, t6i vira nghi vira day ctra Cong ty May Vi Tinh Bitz, Jess va Anna noi rang ho s& gip
nhau vao moi thtr Hai. Bung t6i nhon nhao. Néu t6i mudn gip ho, toi s& phai trd lai quan White Horse.
Néu Keith Krank c6 ¢ d6 thi sao day?

“Chao, Lucy.” Archie cudi rang r& khi thiy t6i budc vao van phong,

“Chao anh.” Téi cudi dap lai, vay tay chao.

“C6 Lucy Brown,” Nigel chao t6i nhu thé t6i 1a ngudi ban di vang 1au ngdy tré lai. “Co sao roi?”

“RAt khde, cam on anh, Nigel.”

Geoff liéc 1én. “Um.” Tham chi tiéng cau nhau ciia anh ta nghe ciing c¢6 vé vui hon thudng 1¢.

“Chao, Geoft.”

T6i cudj toe toét voi dong nghiép va cam thay that phan chan. Co 1& t6i s& vuot qua duoc thir
thach. It nhat cling c6 ba nguoi trén doi1 khong nghi t61 1a ké thua cudc rau ri.

Ngay lam viéc tréi qua nhanh chong va khi kim déng hd chi ndm gid rudi thi tdi dang nhap nhom
trén ghé, muon dén quan White Horse. Dién thoai trén ban toi reo ngay luc t61 dang thu don do dac.

~“Xin hoi ai dau day?” i nghi ai d6 goi nhdm s6 Trudc gid ching co ai goi dién cho t6i & chd 1am

ca.

“Phai Lucy khong?” mdt giong ndi vang 1én & dau day bén kia.

“To1 dang nghe.”

“Brian day.”

“Brian!” tdi bat ngo. “Sao anh ¢6 duoc s nay chi?”

“T6i goi dén tong dai, ho chuyén may cho tdi gip mot gi tén 1a Graham Wellington, r6i anh ta
chuyén may cho t61 gap c6.”

Oi, Chua o1, toi mong Brian khong néi cau gi khac thuong véi anh ta.

“Cé gi sao? ba xay ra chuyén gi?”

Anh ta cuoi. “Khong, khéng, t6i chi mudn hoi xem c¢b ¢6 vé an toi khéng tho1.”

An t6i u? Chiing t6i bat dau ndu an cho nhau tir lac nao thé nhi? Ké tir khi dén Ngoi Nha Danh Cho

Nhitng Ai Mudn Tré Thanh Ma thi bira t6i an kiéng ctia t6i 14 vong quay bét tin ctia mi dng pho mat
ham bang 10 vi song va banh mi v61 dau nuong.

“Anh niu ha, Brian?”

“A, ding, sau khi c6 tr t€ d€ nghi giup to61 vuot qua thir thach, t61 nghi it nhat minh cling phai nau
cho c6 mot bira t61 dé cam on.”

Chét tiet. To1 da hoan toan quén mat cudc chuyén tro & nha ga Paddington. T61 da qua ban ron voi
thir thach cua minh, nén chang nghi gi dén Brian.

“Nhung t6i c6 lam duoc gi dau, Brian.” Toi cam thay minh that toi 15i.

“Vay thi t61 cam on trude. CO thich an gi?”

Oi, anh ta that dé thwong. Van ning mui, nhung hét strc dé thuong,



“T6i xin 16i, Brian, nhung t6i nay t6i c6 hen r6i.”

Dau day bén kia im 1ang. Anh ta khong nghi t61 s€ mo1 anh ta di cung phai khong? Tu kinh nghiém
vo1 Keith Krank, t61 rat ra dugc 1a khong thé vira chuyén tro vira nghe 1én duoc.

“Do1 sang to61 mai dugc khong?” Toi d€ nghi.

Ban cung nha 4m r to dén ndi toi phai kéo dién thoai xa tai ra.

“Brian, dugc khong?”

“A, duogc, duoc,” cudi cung anh ta cling dong y.

To1 nhin dong ho. Gan sau gio ro1. To1 phai di thoi. “Hen gap lai anh.”

“U.” Anh ta thd dai.

Bén ngoai tro1 lanh ngat, t61 phai kéo ao vest sat vao nguoi luc 1€ budce di dén quan White Horse.
L& nhu Anna va Jess khong dén thi sao? Lo nhu hg dén mdt quan rugu khac thi sao? Néu 16 nhu vay
thi t01 s€ khong bao gio bi€t dugc phan trng cuia Dan trudc sy quay roi cua Keith 1a gi. Lay Chua, to1
bi day vao vong tay anh, t61 phai biét anh cam thay nhu thé nao vé diéu do.

Pau t61 dau budt luc to61 mé ctra quan va budc dén quay bar.

“Vui 10ng cho mdt ly rugu tring,” toi goi trude khi phuc vu mod 1i. Toi tht sy khong mubn ban
thdo vé€ chuyén xay ra tuan trudec.

Khi ga phyc vu quay lung, to1 chd ti lanh, t61 dua mat nhin khap phong. Anna va Jess dang & chd
dung cai ban ho da 1ngodi tudn trude. Lan ndy Anna quay lung lai voi t0i, va toi co thé thay khudn mat
nho nhan, méan nguyén cua Jess. Jess dang cau may va can mong tay. Anna dang ndi cai quai quy gi voi
cd ay vay

“Ba bang ru’ori,” nguoi phuc vu day ly rugu cho toi va béo gia.

T61 ném tién ve€ phia anh ta. T61 phai tim hiéu chuyén gi dang xay ra.

“That kinh khung,” Anna né1 vira lac t61 ngdi xudng ban bén canh. “Ngud1 phu nit td1 nghi¢p bi ga
xin d6 si va. Dan khong thé 1am ngo.”

Dung! C6 ay dang no1 ve to1. To1 dich nguoi dén ria ghé, nghiéng vé phia hg, c6 lam sao dé trong
duong hoang nhat.

“That sao?” Jess m¢ to mat. “Roi chuyén gi xay ra?”

“C0 ta bi x6 vao nguoi1 Dan va anh ay 6m lay ¢6 ta, co tran an, nhung c6 ta vung ra va chay mat.”

“Khong!” Jess cam than. “Roi sao nita? Ga do c6 duoi theo co ta khong?”

“Khéng, hin ta xin qua, dén dyng con khong ving th1 chay di dau dugc. Phuc vu di tim ¢0 ta, nhung
chang thay dau, roi sau d6 tong co g kia ra khoi quan.”

Jess gat dau. “Phai thé chi! Nghe kinh khing qua!”

Mot khoang im lang. C6 1€ Anna dang nham nhép thirc uong.

“Cau van chua nghe dén phan ki la nhat,” cudi cting Anna ciing néi tiép. “Sau d6, Dan noi véi t6 1a
cO gai do cling chinh 1a nguo1 da dap cura nha anh ay tuan truéce.”

“Co gai nao?”

Chinh Ia minh, t61 cam thay nhu minh dang n6i. Chinh 1a minh, Jess.

““Chinh 1a c6 gai bi quay ro6i do. Anh ay chua tung gip co ta. Co ta dung trude nha va nhin anh ay
cham cham qua ctra s6. Ro61 ¢6 ta gd ram ram cho dén khi anh ay ra mé ctra.”

.61 nghi tropg day, dau toi mic d6 dau. Toi chi nhan chuéng c6 mot 1an. Va tdi khong nhin cham
cham. To1 4u yém ngam thoi.

“Roi sao nira?” Jess huych tay Anna.

“A,” Anna dua mdt tay 1én vudt toc, “co ta c6 noi gi d6 voi anh 4y nhung ching thét dugc 101 ndo.
Hinh nhu c6 ta b1 cam.”

“Dan chac la cung mot nguoi a?” Jess thac mac.



“Chic ma.”

“Cau co nghe ¢0 ta no1 thanh tieng khong?”

“Thé mo1 ki 1a.” Anna ha giong va to1 rudn to1 dé nghe. “Ca t¢ va Dan chang nghe gi, nhung ro
rang 1a ¢6 ta da noi gi do voi ga xin kia.”

“Vay tai sao Dan lai noi la co6 ta cam?”

“T& khong biét. Anh ay nghi ¢6 ta khong binh thuong.”

. Va néu xoay nguoi, cau s€ nhan ra Co6 Gai Cam, Ki La kia dang ngo61 ngay sau lung, t61 nghi trong
dau, dot nhién cam thay can phai nguy trang. Toi luc trong tii xach cho dén khi thay dai bang d6 dang
budc xap khan gidy va thdi keo cao su. Tuyét. Té1 g& no6 ra va budc lai toc. Gio tat ca nhiing gi to1 can
la mQt cai mil, mit gid va kinh ram.

“Dan thi sao?” Jess thac mac.

Anna thg dai. “Thanh that ma noi thi lac m6i gip nhau, anh dy khong co1 mg 1am. Nhung sau khi ga
xin kia bi tong ra ngoai, trong anh ay c6 vé kha hon. T§ choc anh ay cudi nhiéu dén ndi anh ay sic ca
bia 1én mii.’

Hay qua, t61 nghi, du hoi kho chiu mdt chit. Anna ludn tot nhu vay. Co 1€ co ay ké véi Dan vé ga
vura hen ho. Nhirng nguoi1 ¢6 ay hen ho 1tuc nao cling kinh khing va rat budn cuoi (mic du, theo Anna,
thi Tuc hen ho vo1 ho ¢6 ay chang thay co gi dang cuoi.)

“Vay, cau dinh luc nao gip lai anh ay?”

“Actually.” - Anna cud1 ric rich nhu mot co nit sinh phan khich - “Phai gap chir. May hom trudce to
da mo1 anh ay ra ngoai an toi. Chi an uong don gidn thoi, chut ga tron sa lat, khoai taiy nghé¢, banh
tiramisu[77] trang miéng. Bon t& ¢ nhiéu thoi gian chuyén tro than mat hon & quan rugu. Mot thtr dién
ra that 1a tuyét.” Anna lai cuo1 khuc khich.

. Ho da an t61 cung nhau ma t61 chang bi¢t gi sao? Chét ti¢t. To1 thuc giuc trong dau, Jess, hoi thém
vé chuyén do di, hay héi xem Dan c6 néi vé t& khong. Toi cd nhét v nghi d6 vao dau Jess, nhung c6 vé
nhu hdm nay ban t61 da mat di kha nang tam linh.

“Cau that chu ddo,” Jess chi nhan xét, “t& nghi dao nay viéc an udng cua Dan rat that thuong.”

“Pung vay,” Anna dép lai. “Chinh vi vay ma t& dinh bon minh s€ di an t61 vd1 nhau vao thor Nam.
Chung ta s€ an thor quan Thai méi md & Swiss Cottage.”

~ Mat Jess bi xi. “Thir Nam a? O, tieéc that! Toi thir Nam ca t¢ va Stuart déu da c6 hen roi. Bon to
rat mudn di an cung cau.”

“Tiéc that.”

That khac thuong! Anna dang noi voi Jess bang cai giong gia tao. Bat ctr khi ndo Anna Itra do1 ai
do, giong ndi ¢ ay sé€ tinh cam hon, nhe nhang hon va 1én giong ¢ cudi cau: to1 da tung nghe giong
dleu d6 hang tram 1an, nhat 1a trong nhirng nhan xét kiéu nhu: ‘T thich kiéu toc méi cua cau. Kicu
léch nay dang 1a mot’. ‘Cai vay tie- -dye[78] nay dep that’. ‘Mau vang khong hop vo1 caw’. Nhung tai
sao cO ay phai n61 xao voi Jess chir? Chang 1€ co ay khong thich Jess nhiéu nhu toi twdng sao?

“Té rat,lo khi thay Dan ctr thu minh lai,” Jess nhan xét, hoan toan khong nhan ra minh vura bi dbi

at. “Anh 2y khong phai ki€éu ngudi di cd1 mé voi ban cung gidi, nhung c6 khi anh ay sé mé long voi
phu nit. That hay la anh ay chiu tam sy vo1 cau.”

“Té biét. D6 chinh 1a diém hap dan ctia anh 4y. Anh 4y tip hop nhitng wru diém cta ca hai gidi boi

Dan that s dé& bi ton thuong va that 1ong nhu phu nir, nhung van la dan ong dich thuc. T6 nghi Lucy

khong muén anh ay than khoc ¢o ay sudt phan doi con lai. Lucy s& mudn anh ay cé ngudi nao d6 bén
canh.”

Cai gi? Tai sao Anna lai noi thé? T6i mic nghen rugu trong con soc. Toi vin lay meép ban, khong
thé hit tho, miéng ddy ruou. Rugu nhu mudn phun ra khéi miéng vi vay toi phai mim chat moi. Ping
c6 phun rugu ra, dirng phun ruou ra, ding. ..

It rrgu phun ra tir khoe moi, vang 1én kiéu toc hoan hao cia Anna.
“Anna,” Jess la 1én. “T¢ nghi ngudi phu nit ngdi sau cau dang mac nghen hay sao ay. VO manh
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lén... lung c6 ta, nhanh 1én
Trudce khi Anna kip xoay ngudi to1 da chay bang qua quan rugu, mot tay cam ao va tai xach, tay kia
bum miéng,
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Ca mot ca ca phe trén tay va trum chan 1ong vit, toi van khong hét run. Vi sao ma Anna lai noi toi
mudn Dan gap g0 ai do chi? Toi chua tirng noi thé! Chua hé! T01 va Anna d3 nhiéu lan tim sy lac say
xin vé du moi1 thir trén doi.

Mot 1an, vao to& mo sang sau khi choi thau dém trong quan bar, Dan va t61 ban luan vé cai chét. Toi
khong biét co phai do con may tiéng ntra thi mat tro1 moc 1a nguyén c& cho cau chuyén khac thuong
do. Nhung c6 I¢ sy yén tinh khi tat ca moi nguo1 dang say giac moi la nguyén nhan. Du sao thi t61 cling
thap mot cap nén va ching t61 nam, van mac nguyén quan do, trén givong. Dan d6t mot diéu thude, rit
mot hot dai roi nha khéi ra. Toi gap tay dudi dau va nhin khoi thuoc

Nam nguoi ¢hing t61 hen nhau ¢ quan bar. Ban dau chi dinh ubng vai ly roi vé khi quan dong cua,
nhung mot ly roi mot ly nira, ly nira, va trudc khi dinh than thi chung t0i dang thao luan vé diém dén
tiép theo. Anna mudn tdi mot quan ca phé am cung, nhung i lai mudn dén chd nao d6 c6 nhac
indie[79]. Sau mQt hoi tranh luan, ching tdi bo phleu, va 1 lugt kéo dén World Headquater Do 1a mot
budi toi vui ve, nhu’ng dot nhién bi pha hong gitra ca khuc ‘I Wanna Be Adored’ luc Jess va Stuart cai
nhau Am 1 va lao ra khoi quan. Sau d6, vi troi lanh nén t6i va Dan quyet dinh di vé bang taxi, nhung
I tim Anna chang t61 thay c6 ay 0 goc quan, [udi trén c6 hong mot thiang nhoc choai choai. Co 4y
chang thém ngude 1én khi ching t6i bao minh chuan bi vé, ma chi ra hiéu dong ¥ va xua ching toi di.

Vé dén nha, Dan rét hai ly whisky dé ching t6i lam ém ngudi trude khi ngl.

“Lucy,” anh ay dui tan thubc va dot diéu khac. “Em c6 biét 14 c6 nhiéu ngudi chét nhat vao lic ba
g10 sang khong?”

T6i nhin dong ho. Kim chi 02:56.

“That khong?”

Dan gt dau. “DPung vay, anh doc dugc ¢ dau d6. Lac d6 dong hd sinh hoc cua ching ta sao dy va
moi thr chay cham lai.”

T6i dep ddng hd qua mdt bén va vong tay quanh ngudi Dan. “Viy ching ta nén thirc hon gid d6 mot
ti.”

Dan 4p ma 1én dinh dau t6i. “Néu anh chét, em s& doi bao 1au rdi méi di quen ngudi khac?”

T6i dich ra ngude nhin anh. Du Dan d4 cao rau luc chiéu, ma gio quai ham dd 16m chém. “Sao anh
lai hoi vay?”

Dan nhin vai. “Anh khong biét. Vay, trd 101 anh di, em s€ dgi bao 1au?”

“V§& van qua di thoi.”

“Khong, nghiém tic. Chi la mdt cau hoi thoi.”

§ “I’r}frm,” t6i nhin vao mét Dan dé xem anh ay dang dua hay nghiém tic. “Em sé& doi it nhat 13 hai

nam.

Dan nhuéng chan may. “Sudt hai nim sao? Anh dang nghi khong qua hai tuan.”

“Quy str,” toi dAm thiim thup 1én canh tay anh.

Dan lan ngudi va chong tay 1én khuyu. “Lucy nay.”

“Sao, Chang Trai Kho Hiéu?”

“Néu c6 chuyén gi bat trac vo1 em...” anh ay ngirng va nhin ra cho khac, ham siét lai, cad nguoi
cang ra.

“Sa0?” dot nhién t6i s¢ hdi. Anh 4y chang binh thudng chat nio.

Dan ndm ngira va nhin cham cham 1én tran nha.

“Néu c6 chuyén gi bt tric voi em, anh s& khong song noi,” anh y néi chim rai.

Tim t6i dap thinh thich, mat nhin anh khong chép lac anh dua diéu thubc 1én méi, hit vao roi tir tir



nhé ra lan khoi. Khi anh xoay sang nhin t6i, mot cam xtic manh liét 1am t6i choang vang. To6i véi lay
tay anh, nam that chat.

“Chang co6 gi xay ra dau anh.”

CCSaO?77

“Em chét trudce vi khoi thude thi c6,” khé mim cuoi. “Anh nghién thuoc, nhd chir?”

“A dung,” Dan cuoi tit mat. “Em cling biét 1a anh khong thé bo thuoc, duang khong?”

To61 cuoi toe toét, 1ay di€u thude ra khdi ngdn tay anh, ném vao gat tan.

“Nay, sao em lam the?”

To1 ndm trén nguoi anh, hai tay 6m lay khuon mat stirng sot, dién trai.

“Pé em c6 thé 1am viéc nay,” toi tra 101 va hon anh.

T6i kéo tam chin 16ng vit sat hon va ap ly ca phé vao ngye. Nhitng diéu Anna no6i chang co can ctr
nao ¢a, trir khi - bung toi nhon nhao trude y nghi ndy - trir khi Dan dé noi gi do, voi ¢6 ay. Toi dé nghe
anh ay ke v6i Anna rang anh 4 ay khong con cam nhan duoc sy ton tai cua toi ké tir khi t6i chét. C6 khi
ndo anh ay nghi d6 13 cach 61 nhin nhu anh ay hiy tim kiém tinh yéu méi khong? Hay 13 anh Ay tin
rang t61 chang sao néu anh ay c6 ngudi khac vi t61 da mang tam trang buc doc vdi anh ay luc chét?
To1 hdp mot ngum ca phé, nhung chat long nong hoi do cling khong theé 1am am cam giac gia lanh trong
nguc. To1 khong thé phi pham thoi gian. To1 phai vuot qua thir thach va tré thanh ma cang sém cang
tot. Va nhu thé c6 nghia la t61 phai timra tinh yéu dich thuc cho Archie nhanh nhat c6 the.

Toi khoi dong k€ hoach hen ho toc do ngay khi vira bude chin vao van phong lam vigc. To6i da xem
qua vai trang web va chon ra dugc mot cho to1 nao cling t6 chirc hen ho toc do. Tat ca nhirng gi to1
phai lam 1a dam bao Archie s€ tham gia.

“Archie,” to1 cui xuong ban anh ta.

Anh ta dang mai mé€ go ban phim.

“Archie!”

Anbh ta nhin 1€n va thoang cud1 véi toi. “Chao, Lucy.”

“T6i nay anh c6 ranh khéng?” T6i thi thao.

“Peé t61 xem lai lich da.”

Anh ta kiém tra lich 1am viéc ¢ nhan trong may. Man hinh chay cham ri, 1au nhu ca thién thu, va toi
bdn chon ding d6i het chan nay sang chan kia, ChO’ anh ta tra 1oi1.

“Ranh,” Tac dau g01 t6i nhu mudn khuyu xudng thi anh ta tra 101, “trir khi phai lam viéc gi d6 cho
Ba. C6 c6 ké hoach gi a?”

Chét tiét. Toi quén mét ba anh ta, nhung t6i s& khong dé viéc dé can tro.

“Budi hen ho toc do.” T6i noi théng.

“Tbi nay 42” Nu cudi trén mit anh ta bién mét.

“Sao? Toi nghi anh da biét roi. Chiéu Chu nhat anh n6i 1a anh s& di ma.”

“Té1i, 4, chi 13 t6i,” anh ta 1am bam, xodn rdu lai va nhin chim chim vao man hinh may vi tinh. “T6i
chi ngln 13 t6i can thém thoi gian dé chuan bi tinh than trudc khi ching ta di dén chd hen ho téc do.”

“Vay anh tinh sao day?”

“Tbi khong biét.”

“Vay thi,” t6i nghiéng qua ban, gb nhe 1én man hinh cta anh ta, “chi can goi cho ba anh va néi 1a tbi
nay anh s€ ra ngoai. Chung ta s€ khong di 1au hon vai tiéng vi vay anh sé khong vé khuya dau.”
. “Téi khong thé htra gi d4u,” anh ta chinh lai man hinh va liéc nhin t6i. “C6 khi ba t6i s& lam am

eén.
“Qi, 1am on di,” t6i van nai. “Lam on gitp toi di ma.”
“Trong truong hop do thi, Lucy Brown,” anh ta cudi, “tdi s& xem thr minh c6 thé 1am dugc gi.”



Pung nam gio, to1 dang vin veo dudi ngudi trén ghé. Toi ludn thot tim mdi khi 6 mdt tin nhin bat
thinh linh hién én trén man hinh, nhung thuong la Nigel giri cho t61 dugng dan ctia mot trang web ° tiéu
lam’ nao d6 hoac 1a Graham hoi tham tién trién cong viéc cua foi. Sudt ca budi chiéu toi chang nhan
dugc mot tin hiéu ndo cua Archie, va chi con nira tiéng nira 1a hét gio lam vigc.

T6i nhin ra ctra. O - tin t6t 1a Archie dang nghe dién thoai. Tin xXau - 13 anh ta dang cau may. Lay
Troi, toi thim cau nguyén, Archie, hiy noi 13 anh sé& di véi to1.

Hong toi nhéi 1én mot cai, va t6i nhin quanh tim thu pham. Nigel dang nhin tdi khong chép mat qua
cap kinh v&i anh mat kinh ngac.

“C6 ai d6 hoi phai 1ong ai d6 thi phai?” anh ta cudi day an y.

“Sao?”

~ “Anh ay hoi thap hon c6, dung khong?” anh ta gio ngdn cai ra hiéu vé phia Archie dang dimng noi

cua.

“Anh nghi t61 thich Archie sao0?” t61 kho chiu hoi lai.

“R& 1a vay, ca chiéu nay co ¢t nhin vé phia d6 sudt.”

“Do 1a vi... vi... t61 dang cho nguoi dua thu.”

“That a?” Anh ta nhudng may ché nhao

“Duing, that thé. Toi dang doi a.. . mot linh kién.”

“Linh kién gi?”

“A,la... 1a...”

T61 nhin man hmh cau ctru, Linh kién gi day? Vi sao ma t6i lai noi thé chir? Ai ciing biét 1a khong

thé qua mat ga 1ap trinh nao néu c6 dinh dang dén cong nghé. T61 chi nén néi minh dang doi nhan mot
cai tai ctru thuong hay tampon[g8o]. Noi thé s€ lam anh ta ngdm miéng lai.

“La...”

Hop thoai tin nhin bat thinh linh hién ra trén man hinh va tdi suyt hét 1én vi nhe nhdm. Loi nhin cua
Archie.

“Lat ndi tiép, Nigel, t6i phai tra 101 Graham gap.”

Chao Lucy, tin nhin mé dau nhu thé. Tin tot nhé! Toi co thé tham gia hen ho toc dd véi cd toi nay
(du to1 van khong thé tin minh dong y di dén mot chd la hodc. Tat ca 1a 181 cua ¢d vi da thic gluc to1

tra 101 khi ma t61 dd qua mét moi nén khong théé suy nghi tinh tio!) Du sao thi toi ciing phai vé nha
trudc da. Toi gip ¢ & chd do ludn duge khong“’ Dia diem/thoi gian? A.

Tuyét voi! That sy toi da bat dau ngh1 rang anh ta khong thé di duoc.

That tuy€t, toi tra 101, ching ta can c6 mit & quan Amber, duong Poland (Soho) luc 7 gid 30 vi 8
gio bat dau. Toi doi anh truée cira quéan nhé?

Khong, Archie dap lai. C6 chd ¢ trong quan s€ an toan hon. T61 s& dén sau c6 mot 1at, nhung chac
chan 13 trudc 7 gio 45. Pugce khong?

T6i can nhic ¢ nén khuyen anh ta an mic chinh t& qua chatsi] (h6m nay, rau ria cua anh ta trong xo
xac, cai o T-shirt game thu mau vang dang mac in chir “Ding! Chao mung 1én cap 46 70° mau do ngay
fruéce ngyc trong that kinh khing), nhung roi [ai nghi chic mot ga 14p trinh ciing phai biét nén mic gi
khi hen ho. Hon nita, t61 khong muodn ra vé ke ca.

Vay 1a On, t6i tra 10i. Hen gip anh & do.

Xung quanh, Nigel, Geoff va Joe dang dudi nguoi va ding 1én ra vé. Gid 1a 5.30. Dén luc vé nha
dé chuan b1 r01. To1 phai di tim ban do1 cho mdt nguo1!
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Archie s€ mdc gi? Archie s€ noi gi? Liéu anh ta c6 thé chuyén tro dugc ba phut véi nguoi la? Toi
xoay chia khoa, mo cira va bude vao Ngoi Nha Danh Cho Nhing Ai Mu6n Tro Thanh Ma, trong dau
day nhirng cau h01 Mot mui thom ngao ngat tir bep bay ra hanh lang va 61 hit ha; mui to1, mui hanh,
mui gia vi, va... Oi, Lay Chua, t6i c6 hen an t6i v6i Brian ma lai quén khudy mat. Chét that'

T6i hdi ha chay vao bép va thiy Brian dang dimg chd bép 1. Anh ta budc khin lau bat ngang tran
theo kiéu vo si Karate.

“Chao, Brian,” toi cat 1oi khi anh ta cho thém mleng ga vao chao kéu xeo x¢o. T61 nhay bat tranh
dau nong bin vio nguoi, con Brian van chang hé nao ning.

“Brian,” t01 dap 1én vai anh ta. “Moi viéc 6n ca cha?”

“Khong han,” anh ta 1am bam.

T6i khyng lai. “Vé thach thirc ctia anh 4?”

“Pung thé.”

Cam giac t01 16i dang 1én trong nguoi toi. Chia o1! 1 1a loai ban toi t&. To6i qua dam chim trong
thach thirc cia minh nén chang d€ y gi dén ban cung nha. To61 da hira la s€ giap Brian, yay ma chua

lam dugc gi ca. Va gio 01 con dinh bo lo 101 hira an toi voi anh ta nita. Toi nhin dong ho. To61 chi co
chwa day mot tiéng dong hd dé chudn bi va quay lai trung tim London dé tham gia budi hen ho toc do

“Brian,” t6i khé khang. “T6i rat, rat xin 16i nhung t6i khong thé an t6i cing anh. Toi gan nhu sap
hoan thanh thtr thach ctia minh r61, néu to1 nay toi ra ngoai c6 kha nang to1 s€ tim dugc tinh yéu dich
thuc cho Archie. To1 da hira la s€ gitip anh va t61 s€ lam dling 161. To1 hira ma.”

“Khong sao dau Lucy,” Brian lam bam. “C6 ctr di va 1am viéc phai lam. Pung c6 lo cho t61.”

“Nhung t61 lo that ma.”

Anh ta nhtn vai, véi t6i ti ly dé 1y it ca chua bi, 1am t6i cam thdy minh nhu t0i d6. T6i nhéit dinh
s& gitp Brian. Nhung t61 phai tim tinh yéu dich thuc cho Archie trudc.

Lic t6i thay xong y phuc, bing qua dau kia London va len 16i qua ddm dong trén dudng Soho thi
dong ho da chi 7.50.

To1 dimng trude cira quan bar dé tho lay hoi, ¢tii nguoi kiém tra lai toc tai trén kinh chiéu hau mot
chiéc xe 6 6 dau bén dudng. Toc t6i van vao nép, nhung long mi thi dinh chit vao mi. T6i g0 ra va
nhin vao hinh anh phan chiéu trong guong. Lucy Brown ma Archie, Nigel, Brian va Claire thay dang
nhin lai t61. P6 chinh la t61, Lucy that sy, nhung Dan, Jess va Anna thi théy gi? A Cam Lap Di trong
nhu thé nao nhi? C6 phai mat c6 ta mau xanh chtr khong phai ndu? Miii nho hon? Toc c6 vang khong?

Mot nhom sinh vién Ba Lan quet vao t61 khi ho di qua va t61 giat nay minh. T61 dang lam gi thé
nay? Téi chang con thoi gian dé xem minh tréng thé nao D3 7.55. Bén lac hen ho toc do r01

Bén trong quéan tdi, chi ¢6 vai ngon dén le 16 gan trén xa chiéu sang diy ban dugc xép thinh mot
hang. Am thanh nhac jazz rén ri vang lén tir cap loa am tuong va mot dam dong 16n xon dirng tim tum
gan quay bar. Toi tim kiém trong dam dong va hoi hop, moi khod khdc. Ly nhu Archie khong dén thi
sa0? L& nhu anh ta doi ¥ thi sao?

T6i tho phao nhe nhdm khi thy bong dang anh ta & cudi phong. Anh ta budc toc ra sau, mot tién bo
dang ké, nhung trang phuc ma anh ta mac mo1 that la ngoan muc, dich thuc 13 vay. Quan chino[s2] mau
be, gidy thé thao, 40 so mi tring, 40 vest bang vai tuyt va... ca vat.

Nhung anh ta dang tro chuyén voi ai do! Archie dang tro chuyén voi mot ngudi phu nir that su,
hoan toan c6 that. Mot hinh anh that tuyét.

T6i rao nhanh vé phia ho, ngon tay bat chéo sau lung.

“Chao Lucy,” anh ta mo 101 khi t6i lai gan. “T6i mudn gidi thiéu voi c6 mot ngudi.”

Lay Chua, moi viéc tién trién qua nhanh. Tham chi anh ta con chua ngé)i vao ban.



“Lucy,” Archie gidi thi€u vira 1c ngudi phu nit tir tir xoay lai nhin t61, “day 1a ba t61.”

Mot nguot phu nit thap, to be, chac nich nhin t61 chdm cham. Khudon mét ba ta nhan nhim, bo moi
mong dinh, nghiém nghi (an dudi 16p son dé nhu mau), va mot cai miii to tudng. Mai toc vang tim
thanh mdt bui phia sau qua chat dén ndi t61 ¢cd cam tudng nhu sap 10t luon 16p da dau. Qua khac xa
vo1 hinh anh ngud1 ba ndong hau, than thién ma t61 da nghi. Ba ta trong nhu Cruella de Vil[83).

“Chau la Lucy Brown,” tdi dua mot tay ra va liéc nhanh cai vay bang vai tuyt, doi gidy thudn tién,
40 canh trang va chudi ngoc trai.

“Vay ra c6 1a ké dang tuy¢t vong dén liéu [inh?” ba ta hoi, nhin tir dau xuéng chan toi.

“Sao co a?” to1 hoi lai.

“Archibald néi voi ta 1a co6 dang tuyét vong tim kiém ban trai.” Ba ta bat tay tdi chit dén ndi toi
nhan mat vi dau.

Archie, ga ngdc, nhin mong lung khap phong nhung vé ngugng nghiu hién 1o trén mat. C& gi anh ta
lai mang ba di theo thé chir?

“Chau khong tuyét vong,” t61 nd1 qua ham rang nghién chat. “Chau chi nghi hen ho toc dd s€ tha vi
lam. Ba ¢ day dé xem a?”

Ba Humphreys-Smythe ngira dau ra sau va cudi toang 1én. Giong cudi nghe nhu hiéu 1énh chién
dau phat ra tu tu va.

“Q, khong dau cung,” ba ta gir gir, vd hoi manh 1én canh tay toi. “Ta dén ddy dé tham gia.”

T6i kinh ngac nhin Archie khéng chdp mit. Anh ta chai mat xudng doi gidy.

“Ba nghi rang dém nay s& vui lam,” anh ta 1i nhi.

“Nhung anh phai diang ky trude,” toi vot vat. “Chang con chd tréng nio nira.”

“Tat ca di sip xép xong,” Ba Humphreys-Smythe cuoi ty min. “Bon ta 1a nguoi thar bon muoi. Ai
do bo cudc vao phut chot va ngudi to chire ndi 1a anh ta s€ 1ap ta vao cho tréng ”

Toi rat nghi ngo 101 ba ta. Hen ho tdc do,chi danh cho 1ta tudi hai muoi dén bén muoi, nhung t01

¢ cam tuong la ba ctua Archie s€ khong chip nhan cau tra 101 ‘*khdng’ du ngudi to chic ¢6 ndi gi di
chang nira.

“Nhung chang phai ¢ day rét it dan 6ng, va, &, con nho tudi hon ba nhiéu sao?” t6i danh bao thim
do.

“Ta chi goa théi, cung,” Ba Humphreys-Smythe kéu quic quac, “chir chua c6 chét.”

“Tét nhién,” t6i u c4 tai. “Chi la..

Cau noi cua té1 bi mot tleng chuong lanh lanh ngit ngang. TAt ca moi nguoi 1ap tirc im bat va tim
xem Am thanh d6 phat ra tir dau. Ngudi to chire sy kién dang dimg trén mot cai ghé dau, mot tay vay
lién tyc, tay kia lac chudng.

“Puoc rdi moi ngudi,” anh ta réng to. “Pé nghi moi nguoi xép hang trat ty dé toi phat thé ghi tén,
phiéu ghi chu, but chi va...”

“To1 da c6 mot cay but chi to chang,” ga nao d6 cgt nha.

“Va t61 muon tat ca moi ngudi ngdi vao ban,” ngudi to chirc tiép tuc noi, 1o di 101 bon cot. “Tat ca
phu nit ngdi xoay lung vé phia quiy bar, nam thi ngugc lai dugc khong? Cir moi ba phut to1 sé rung
chudng. Khi c6 tiéng chudng, dan ong s€ di chuyén sang ban 6 bén phai, phu nﬁ’ ngoi tai cho.”

Chiing t6i xép hang nhu hoc sinh dé nhan bang tén va ngdi vao chd. Toi ¢ tranh xa ba ciia Archie,
nhung ba ta dd day nguoi phy nit sdp ngdi xudng ban bén canh dé ha than hinh bd twrong vao do.

T6i nghién rang cudi voi ba ta va tuyét vong tim khap phong. Archie dang ¢ chd quai quy nao the?
Tha anh ta nuét 16i con hon. Oi troi! Anh ta dang ngdi o tit dau kia, mat tran tr6i nhin tran nha, tay
x0ay Xoay céi ca vat xau hoac. Thé 1a ké hoach thi thio cho anh ta may 15i khuyén hitu ich giira nhu:ng
dot thay ddi ban ddi thoai da pha san. Anh ta phai tu than van dong thoi.

“Lucy, cung nay,” ba Humphreys-Smythe oang oang ngay lic anh ban chuyén tro véi nu cuoi toe
to€t ngd1 xudng trudc mat to1, “ta khong biét cd dang toan tinh gi, nhung néu c6 dinh cudp Archibald



khéi tay ta thi ¢ phai budc qua xac ta.”
Ba ta cuo1 ngot xGt 101 quay di. To1 nhin cham cham gi ban hen dang ha hoc mom.
“Ban cua ¢6 a?” anh ta hoi.

Trong mot tleng rudi toi 13 tiép vién hang khong, giao, vién tiéu hoc, thg 13n, nhac cong choi ken
Trombon(s4], vii nit thoat y (rat thanh cong trong viéc khién ngu’orl khac chay mat dép), cong nhan vé¢
sinh duong phd va bac si chuyén khoa tim vo1 moi nguoi dan 6ng ngbi trudc mat, tan gau trong ba

phut o1 di. To1 chang nhé ho trong ra sao hay noi gi bai toi cir mai ddi mit vé hla Archie, thic mac
anh ta c6 thanh cong khong. Ngbi bén canh, ba Humphreys-Smythe cudi khiic khlch va tan tinh suét
tdi, 1am moi ban hen chuyén tro kinh hai bang diéu cudi kinh khung va clr nam chat tay nguoi ta mai
khong chiu tha cho dén khi chudng reo. Pén phién Archie t§i ban to1 thi tdi that sy dang ndi gian.

“Archie,” t6i bop ngay khi anh ta vira ngdi xudng, cai ghé cta anh ta thi gin nhu ra téi giita phong
b1 anh ta chiang dinh ngdi sat vao ban, “anh nghi sao ma lai mang ba té1 day cha?”
“To1 chang co cach nao khac,” anh ta 1dp bap, van veo tam phi€u ghi chi trong tay. “Ba no1 ba sé€
khong song no1 néu to61 bd mac ba & nha mot minh, néu to1 di thi ba cling di theo.”
“Nhung ba dau phai 1a con nit!”
Anbh ta nhin ttr ba minh sang t61 va nguoc lai.
“Téi khong muon bé roi ¢d, Lucy,” anh ta kho s& gidi thich. “Toi nghi dén ciing v6i ba thi van tot
hon 1a khong dén ma bdé mic c6 mdt minh.”
_Lo1 noi cta anh ta khién t61 cdm thay minh that nhdo mon. Archie td1 nghi€p, anh ta chi dang c6 lam
diéu nén lam.
“Nhung anh kh@ng muon gip g6 phu nit sao?” To1 hot. “Chuyén nay hitu ich cho anh hon la t61.”
Anh ta gii dau, lam it toc bung ra, rét xubng ma trong nhu tao bién uot. “T01 mudn c6 ban gai,
nhung chuyén d6 dau phal dé. Toi khong cO nhi€u co hd1 gap nguoi khac g10’1

“R0 1a vay,” toi liéc sang ba anh ta, cau may. “Thoéi ké di, moi viéc tién trién thé nao? Anh co gap
dugc ai hgp y khong?”

“Moi ¢6 gai déu d& thuong, ching 61 d c6 nhirng cudc chuyén trod tha vi.”

“T6i ngd qua td ghi chii cua anh dugce khong?” t6i chom tdi. “Toi mudn xem anh chon ai.”

“Po 1a chuyén riéng tur,” anh ta giat né di trude khi to1 voi toi.

“Pung, nhung toi can biét...”

Nhing 101 con lai cua tdi bi tiéng chudng nuét mat. Ba phut ctia chiing toi da hét.

“Gap lai co sau, Lucy,” Archie dung 18n khoi ghé. “Chi con mdt ngudi nira 1a xong.”

T6i liéc sang ba anh ta dang quan sat ching toi qua cip mat nheo nheo. Luc ba ta bit gip anh mat
to1, ba ta cuo1, cap modi mong gan nhu bién mat dudi nhiing nép nhan.

“Khong vui a?”” ba ta hoi.

Luc két thic, sudt ca budi tdi con lai toi chéng c6 co ho1 no61 hon nam tir vo1 Archie.

“Ba bj mét,” anh ta thong bao khi t6i ¢b noéi vai 15i voi anh ta. “Ba muén ve.”

Ba Humphreys-Smythe dang noi lién thoang Vo1 nguoi to chirc canh quay bar, mdt tay huo tir tung,

mot tay 6m 1ay canh tay anh ta. Ba ta chang c¢6 vé gi 1a mét moi va ngudi to chire du:ong nhu dang nhin
quanh dé tim duong thoat than.

“Anh ¢6 vui khong Archie? Moi viéc ¢ suon sé khong?”
Anh ta mim cudi. “A, t6i c6 thich mdt ngudi ban chuyén tro.”
“Ai vay, ba anh a?”

“Ai lai 1am thé,” anh ta cuoi vang.

“Vay ngay mai gap lai anh 6 chd 1am viéc.” Toi dang tay dé 6m anh ta. “Ho c6 dang két qua lya
chon clia moi nguoi trén mang, vi vay anh c6 thé biét nguoi anh thich c6 cam tinh voi anh khong va



hen gip nhau nira.”

Archie dang dinh tra 101 thi ba anh ta chen vao gitra ching t61 va kéo anh ta di.

“Chao c6 Brown,” ba ta vira n6i vura day Archie vé€ phia ctra. “Ta rat mudn no1 rat vui duge gap
c0O, nhung do 1a 161 n61 doi.”

“Toi... t01,” to1 lap bap, qua choang vang nén khong biét noi gi.

Khi bong ba ta da khuat va to61 da lay 4o khoac va tai xach, t61 nghi trong dau, t61 s€ cho ba thay.
Li¢u khudn madt gia nua, xau xi cua ba c6 cuoi nita khong khi t61 ki€ém tra két qua cua Archie va tim
ban do1 cho anh ta.

Cu dé xem.
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THU TU, NGAY 8 THANG NAM - NGAY THU MUOI HAI
_ Luc, 8.55 sang thir Tu, t6i dang ngdi tai ban 1am viéc, tay nhip nhip trén phim chudt. Xin lam on, t6i
cau khan trong dau luc go dia chi trang web hen ho toc do, xin 1am on hdy ¢6 ai d6 thich Archie.
Mot tin nhan nhdy ra trén man hinh. Vui 1ong qua ban t6i duoc khong? Ngay.
L4 Graham. Anh ta mudn gi nhi? Anh ta d3 noi toi th Sau t6i mdi phai xong website ma.
Dang qua, t6i tra 101, mot mét liéc nhin trang web hen ho téc d6 load chdm nhur rua trén man hinh.

T6i ¢6 thé budng ra vai nhan xét tuc tiu, Graham tra 15 ngay. Nhung ai d6 ¢6 thé to’céo 1én Uy Ban
Binh Pang Gidi.

Al

“Graham,” t6i dtrng khoi ghé, vong qua goc dén noi an niu kin dao cta anh ta. “Anh mubn gip toi
a?r’

Sép cua toi ngiing viéc dang cat mong tay vao caj hop gidy canh ban va ngang 1én. “A, vang. Tbi
qua Maureen goi cho t61 bao 1a HR[85] gap chut rac r61.”

T6i xay xam. Toi dinh thuyét phuc Graham bang cai 1y lich gia mao, nhung 15 nhu Maureen, nit ké
toan - kiém - phu trach nhan sy tham tra lai thi sao day? Li¢u c6 ta c6 phat hién ra t61 1a ké dai bip
khong?

“Rac roi sao co?” to1 ¢O hét stre hoi bang giong that binh thuong,

“Dng, khong c6 s6 thé bao hiém xa hoi.”

“Sao co?”

Graham d3 chuyén su cha ¥ sang 1gp biéu bi va dang bam di 16p da. “Cd can cho chung t6i so thé
bao hiém xa hoi dé nhan luong vao cudi thang.”

_Chét tiét, toi quén mat tiéu. Khoéng phai vi t61 khong c6 mét,o day vao ngay tra luong (voi chat may
man toi sé 1a ma & canh Dan), ma boj t01 khong thé cho ho s6 Bao Hiém Xa Hoi that cua minh dung
khong? LiGu t61 co thé cho mot day so ngau ghién bang s6 va chir cai tu tao khong nhi? Hay 14y trom
ma sO cua ai do co duoc khong‘7 Thém mdt thic mic can phai héi Brian nira.

“T6i khong thudc sb thé Bao Hiém Xa Hoi. Toi s& vé nha kiém tra va ghi lai.”

“Chi can dua cho t0i trude cudi tudn 14 duge.” Graham ra hiéu cho toi lui. “Nay, Lucy...”

To1 xoay lai.

“... website thé ndo roi? Toi hy vong né s& rat tuyét.”

“S& hoan hao,” ¢ ép ra mot nu cuoi. “Khong co gi phai

lo.”

“A... tuyét. Va Lucy nay...”

“Vang, sao?”

“Co biét thir Sau con co su kién gi nira khong?”

“Um, khong.”

“Ho1 tir thién thuong nién cua cong ty.”

That tha vi 1am sao. Liéu t6i ¢6 thé thuyét phuc Archie moi ai d6 di gip ¢ budi hen ho cap toc di
cung khong nhi. Néu c¢6 ai d6 mudn hen ho véi anh ta, thi day 1a co hoi.

“La tiéc toi 42" t6i thic mic, tudng trong ra hinh anh Archie trong bo tuxedo. C6 18 néu tia di chut
rauria, anh ta ciling trong banh bao lam.

“Khong.” Graham lac dau. “Mic quan 4o hoa trang di 1am ca ngdy. Ngudi mic dep nhat s& nhin
dugc phan thuong, con ngudi1 mac xau nhat s€ phai chiu phat. Co s€ mac trang phuc ma c6 thich nhat.”



“T6i c6 thé hoa trang nhu may karaoke khong?” t6i dua. “Néu co thich.”

T6i quay vé chd ngay va vira méi dit tay 1én ban phim thi Nigel ngdi phich xudng céi ghé bén canh.
“Hinh nhu t6i vira nghe Graham néi v&i c6 vé Thir Sau Vui Nhon thi phai?”” Anh ta toe toét.

Anh mat anh ta c6 gi d6 that kho hiéu.

“Pung, anh ta vira n61 véi t61.”

“C0 s& rat thich cho ma xem.”

“Thé nghia 14 sao?”

“Doi di s& thay.”

T61 nhuong chan may cho anh ta tiét 10 thém, nhung Nigel chi cud1 nhan nho va chii mat vao man

hinh. Pugc thdi. Ké xac anh ta. T6i c6 nhiéu viéc quan trong hon phai 1am, nhur 14 tim hiéu xem minh
da giup Archie tim thiy nguoi ban doi chua chang han.

Tim t6i dap thinh thich khi t6i gd ma s6 ctia Archie vao trang web d t6 chirc hen ho téc do.

C6! C6 hai nguoi. Oi Chia oi! Toi di lam duoc! C6 hai ngudi thich anh ta. Téi da tim dugc ai d6
cho anh ta.

Trinh duyét dang chay.

Mot lya chon 1a ‘ban be’. D6 chinh la t61. Pugc thoi, binh tinh, chéng sao ca. Van con mot nguoi
khac ma. A1 d6 muon hen ho vo1 Archie va tén co ta la...

Jean Humphreys- Smythe

Khong! Khong thé ndo. Toi refresh(se] lai man hinh va xem ki lai 14n nita nhung. .. chang c6 gi khac.
Chang ai mudn hen ho v&1 Archie, ngoai trir nguoi ba qual dan ctia anh ta.

Ca budi sang gan nhu t0i ¢ trong nha vé sinh nit, hét dap dau vao tuong lai 1ay hai tay 6m dau vi
tuyét vong. Cuoi cung, toi than thd nira ngdi nira ndm xudng ban, Nigel liéc nhin t6i qua khoe mit
nhung chang noi gi. Toi thut sdu vao trong ghé, thaAm cam ta su nin thinh cta anh ta. Khong biét £0i no
1a hy vong hay that vong, nhung to1 van khong ngung dang nhap va website hen ho toc do dé xem co ai
chon Archie khong, phong truong hop ¢ ai do thay doi suy nghi v¢ anh ta. Nhu’ng khong, chi ¢6 modi
t6i va ba anh ta. Toi qua chan nan nén chang nghi dén chuyén kiém tra két qua ctia minh.

Gan dén gi0 an trua thi c6 mot tin nhén hién ra trén man hinh ctia toi.

Chao, Lucy.

La Archie.

Cam on cd d3 dan t6i di hen ho tdc do o7 qua. No that... thu vi. Co ai... 0...

T6i chd anh ta viét hét cau, nhung chang c6 thém chit ndo. That toi nghiép, anh ta chang di can dam
ho1 cau hdi ma to1 dang rat s¢ phai trd 101.

T61 nghi hom do c6 qua it phu nit, to1 tra 101.

Anh ¢6 thé 1am t6i hon ma.

Nghia 1a khong c6 ai thich t61? Anh ta ho.

To1 e 1a chi c6 to1 va ba anh.

Thoj duogc, du sao biét vay ciing tot. Mudn di udng gi d6 vao gio an trua khong? Toi mudn trao doi
thém veé” t61 qua.

Anh ta mudn biét minh sai & chd nao. That t6t. That ra thi con hon tot. That tuyét, Toi c6 thé cho
anh ta vai 101 khuyén, co khi c6 thé no1 véi anh ta vé chuyén trang phuc. Van chua mat hét tat ca - rot
cudc co 1€ té1 van co thé tim cho anh ta ngud1 ban doi.
kh,Uéng gi d6 ciing duoc, t6i tra 10i. C6 thé di ddu d6 ngoai quan rugu dé tranh nhitng ddng nghiép

ac.

Nghe hay day, anh ta giri tin. Qua khiic cua c6 mdt quan dn nhd xinh xdn phuc vu mén TAy Ban Nha



va bia. C6 c6 thich chd d6 khong?

Pugc day. Gap anh & bén ngoai.

Quan dong nghet, nhyng mat, sang sua va thuc don c6 vé ngon. Hay hon ca 1a t61 va Archie xoay x&
tim duoc mdt cai ban gan cudi nha hang, tranh dugc con mat to mo cua bat ki gd dong nghiép nao tinh
co di ngang qua.

“Vay,” Archie kéo ghé cho t6i, “c6 dn mon gi?”

“BAt cr mon ndo ngon.”

“Cha, & day it mén ngon. VA, tién thé, bita trua toi tra. Chon bat cir mén nao co thich. Néu khong co
cO, t01 qua t61 lai don diéu nhu binh thudng.”

“Va thay vi thé, anh ra ngoai véi i, ba anh va mot cin phong day nhitng phu nir tuyét vong.”

Archie cudi tuoi. “Thi, ai ciing phai c6 1an dau cha.”

“Camon,” t61 dap lai. “Tu van bﬁ’a trua di ndo. Toi can that day.”

Chuing 61 nghién ctru thyc don, cudi cung quyet dinh chon khoai tay, dau 6 liu, it xuc xich Y, trimg

trang va banh mi. Phuc vu dem cho mbi nguol mot chai bia Tay Ban Nha, roi muo1 1am phat sau quay
lai v6i khay ddy do an. Anh ta don thirc dn 1én ban cho chiing tdi rdi voi vang lui.

“Vay,” to1 chim miéng banh mi vao dia dau 6 liu va balsamic vinegar[s7], “anh nghi t6i qua chd nao
khong 6n?”

“To1 khong chac,” Archie trong co ve boi rbi, “toi nghi moi viéc dién ra rat tuyét. To1 that su rat
thich.”

To1 hdp mot ngum bia. “Anh noi gi voi cac co gai ¢ do?”

“A, da phan bon ho hoi t6i 1am nghé gi, s¢ thich cua toi 1a gi, vi vy tdi néi voi ho.”

T61 kinh hoang nhin anh ta chdm cham. “Anh néi v&i ho vé tiéc LAN a?”

“U va phim Star Wars. C6 biét 1 t6i c6 toan bo nguyén ban nhitng nim 1970, va tit ca déu con
nguyén trong hop.”

T6i nhin anh ta chim cham, miéng ha hdc, r6i bat dau cuoi. Téi ciing khong biét nén cuoi hay khoc.

“Tbi cho co biét chung rat dat tién,” Archie 1am bam, 1dy dia choc gim mot miéng khoai tay.

“Q, Archie, t6i xin 18i. T6i khong mubn cudi anh dau. Chi 13, a, chi 13 d6 khong phai 1a chi dé phuy
nir quan tam.”

“Pé khong phai 1a 16i cua t6i.”

Anh ta dung. D6 khong phai 15i ctia anh ta. Anh ta hoan toan khong biét phai néi gi.

“Vay anh hoi miy co gai d6 chuyén gi?” t6i hoi.

“T6i khong hoi gi ca. Ba phut dau c6 di dé giai thich cho ho biét sy khac nhau gitta cac tranh minh
hoa Darth Vadar ma t61...” anh ta ap Uing, trong chan nan.

“Oi, Archie.”

_ Anh ta thut ra sau ghé, cam dia himg vun tr mau banh mi dang an. “Tbi rat dé phai khong? Toi chi

cO lich su va tra 101 cau hoi cua ho.”

“Khong sao, Archie,” vo nhe 1én tay anh ta, “dtrng ban tam.”

“Vay, c0 thi sao?” anh ta kho s& hoi. “Toi ca 1a rat nhiéu anh mudn hen ho véi ¢b.”

“Chang c6 ai ca.”

Anh ta iu xiu. “A.”

“Y 6i 1a, tAt nhién 13 t6i phai danh dau anh 12 ban, ngoai ra ai tdi ciing danh thé.”

. “Al ¢ling 1a ban sao?”” anh ta vyi hon mdt chut. “Vay la, theo suy nghi ctia c6, mdt ngudi nén lam gi

deé thuyet phuc phu nit tir ban chuyén sang hen ho?”

T6i can moi dudi. “Toi co thé hoan toan thanh that v6i anh khong?”



“Tat nhién. Cang thanh that cang tot. T6i can moi su giup dd.”

“Vay thi, anh c6 thé bat dau béng viée cit toc va cao raun.”

“Co that sy nghi 1 can phai 1am thé 4?” anh ta giat giat chd rau.

“Pung, va tin trang lai quan 40.”

_ Archie nhin xubng cai 4o T-shirt game thu va vubt vudt hang chir ngay trudc nguc. “Nhung toi thich

cai 4o nay...”

“Néu anh khong that tim vé chuyén...”

“That ma. That ma. Vay khi nao tién hanh su 10t xac khac thuong nay?”

T6i nhin ddng hd. Hon hai gio ndm phat. D chiing t6i ¢6 ba chan bén cang chay vé thi ciing van da
qua gio an trua theo quy dinh.

“Hay goi cho Graham,” t61 dé xuat, “va néi vai anh ta 1a chung ta b1 ngd doc thirc an.”

Chan may Archie dung nguoc 1én. “Trdn viéc sao? Toi chua tirng 1am thé.”

“Cai gl ciing phai c6 1an dau,” t6i cudi tuwoi roi. “Pua dién thoai ciia anh day, toi s& goi cho
Graham. Archibald Humphreys-Smythe chuan b1 tré thanh anh chang cuc ky quyén rii.”



CHUONG 24

“Tbi co thé giup gi a?” Nhan vién tiép tin chdo, nhin tir dau xudng chin ching t6i. Anh ta mic toan
mau den, toc dai bong loang, nhudm highlight[ss] mau do phia trudce, gan 16ng ¢ hai bén. Dan va t61 dat
cho mai téc dg cai t€n ‘Téc cia Thg Uon Toc’ béi nd 1a kieu ma chi co nhitng nguodi chay theo thoi
trang, 1am ngh¢ nay md1 dam dé. Kiéu toc nay trén dau bat ki nguoi1 nao khac s€ khién ho trong nhu
con vet hodc rat kinh khung.

“Ban t61 muon cat toc va cao rau,” t01 no1 trong khi Archie cit hét nhin tir t61 sang thg cat toc va
nguoc lai bang anh mat khiép sg. “Co thg nao ranh khong?”

“Michael ranh day,” nhan vién ti€p tan tra 101, danh dau vao s6. “Tén gi?”

“Archie.”

Anh ta phay tay ra hiéu cho chung t6i di chd khac. “Pugc 16i, ngodi doi di. Michael s& ra ngay.”

_ Chiing t01 ngo1, sat nhau, trén mot cai gh€ gan ctra ra vao khi ga tiép tan bién mat dang sau canh cwra
dan vao phia trong phong cat toc.

“Lucy,” Archie thi thao, ngoi sat mép ghé va nhip nhip mii doéi giay thé thao trén san. “Co6 khong
thich toc to1 giong anh ta, dang khong?”

To1 bat cuoi. “Di nhién 1a khong.”

“Khong c6 soc do phai khong?”

“Khong co6 cai soc dé nao ca. Chi cat toc ¢ dang sau va hai bén cao 1én mot ti, c6 thé tia & phia
trude chit chat.”

“Lucy,” Archie nhin cham chdm ra ctra. “Chung ta khong cat toc nita ma di uong gi d6 dugc khong?
To61 muon trao doi véi ¢6 vai chuyén...”

“C6 chuyén nao tuong tu nhu thé nay khong?” Toi1 hoi lai, voi 1ay cudn tap chi trén ban kinh ngay
trudc mat ro1 chi vao mdt nguo1 mau nam trong rat cuon hit ¢ mai toc giong y nhu ki€u to1 mo ta. No
hién dai, ngan, va goi cam khong ta né1 véi ngud1 mau nam.

“Co nghi kiey do hop voi to1 sao?” Archie ngap ngung hoi, xoan mai toc dai gitra nhitng ngon tay
va nhin cham cham vao tam hinh.

‘T61 lui ra sau ghé va nheo mat nhin Archie. That kho hinh dung anh ta v&1 mai toc ngan, nhung chac
chan kiéu toc ngan hién dai trong dep hon nhiéu.

“To1 nghi s€ rat hgp. Chac chan.”

“Dugc r61.” Anh ta nhin thang vao mat to1. “Lucy, néu c6 nghi no s€ dep, thi t61 chac minh cling s€
thich.”

“Pay,” t6i ném cho anh ta t& bio khic. “Poc di va cd chuin bi tinh than. Va ding thir bo giira
chung. Mot khi xong ching ta ¢6 thé di u6ng gi do.”

Muoi phut sau, Michael, mét gd cao, gy nhom vo&i mai toc vang hoe, toc nhiéu ting dai dén vai,
cuoi cung cling xuat hién. Archie hét hoang dén ndi lam cai ghe chao dao.

“Chao,” Archie nhdm day va dua tay ra khi nguoi tho tién vé phia chung toi. “T6i 13 Archibald”

“Hom nay t61 c6 thé 1am gi cho anh?” ga tho dap lai, 1o di céi bat ma 1ay tay vo qua vo lai mai toc
Archie. Anh ta nhuéng chan may véi t61. “Co c6 thay dudi toc bi ché ngon khong?”

“To1 muon cat kiéu toc nhu thé nay,” Archie kéo dau ra va chi vao to tap chi, “va té1 cling muon
cao hét rau.”

Michael nhin t61 cud1 y nhi va lay tay tu vudt mai toc bong lang cua minh. “Ban gai anh tién hanh
cudc 1ot xac nho nho day nhi?”

“C... 0 ay chi 1a ban,” Archie stra lai, gay d6 lung.

“Luc nay thoi phai khong?” Ga thg nhay mat véi toi. “Pugce ro1, Archie, hdy xem chiing ta ¢6 thé
lam duoc gi.”



To1 giat lay cudn tap chi tir §oi tay dam mo hoi ctia Archie 1ic anh ta ding 1én va li€u xiéu theo sau
Michael dén cho goi dau & cudi phong co6 thg phu dang doi san. Co6 ta khoac cho Archie mdt cai o
choang mau den, nhét khan tim quanh vai roi1 ra hi¢u cho anh ta ngdi xudng ghé, dau ngtra ra bon nudc.
Archie tim chit tay ghe, nham chit mat lai khi c6 ta m¢ vo1 nude va khom xuong, Ai khac nhin vao sé
nghi anh ta sap 1én ghé dién chir khong phai la gdi dau va cat toc.

To1 cam to bao 1én, hoi cam thay ay ndy. Chac chan Archie dang rat hoang s¢, nhung t61 dau co
dinh ép anh ta 10t xac, tu anh ta dé¢ xuat day chir. Anh ta muon gap go ai do va to1 chi dinh gitip mot tay
thoi. Chi co6 vay.

Liic t01 ngudc 1én khoi bai bao dang doc thi Archie da dugc chuyen sang cai ghe trudc tim guong
to @i dién t6i, va Michael dang chai toc cho anh ta. Luc udt, toc Archie trong con dai hon va dudi
xyong lung nhu tao bién. Toi khong nghe dugc Michael dang noi gi ma chi thay anh ta tam chd toc udt
bang mot soi day roi vé6i 1ay cai kéo. Archie nhin t6i chdm cham qua gwong, mit mé to.

“S& on thoi,” t6i ndi to. “Toi hira day.”

Michael luét kéo qua va mdt doan toc dai, wSt clia Archie rét xuong san nha. Toi liéc sang chd
khac, khong du can dam nhin &nh mat s¢ hai cua Archie. Lic t01 nhin lai thi Michael da tia xong phan
gdy, quanh tai va dang cat phia trudce. To1 cudi voi1 Archie trong guong. Du van con rau, nhung anh ta
trong dep hon rat nhiéu.

“Trong dep 14m,” t6i noi to va Archie mim cudi.

Sau mot tieng rudi cat, cao, tia, Michael xoay Archie quanh ghé.

“Thé nao?” Michael hoi. “Quy ba nghi sao?”

T6i khong thé nin cuoi. “Archie, anh trong that khac la!” ¢ kim dé khong tan thudng mai toc mdi
va ham rau sach s€ bang trang phao tay.

“Chac chi?” Archie hoi lai, xoa gay va nghi hodc nhin toi.

“Anh trong rat tuyét,” to1 khang dinh.

That sy thé. Anh ta tréng tré hon v6i mai toc ngdn va ham rau nhin nhui, gwong mit rat ngiy tho va
dang yéu. Anh ta trong hoan toan khac. Mot anh chang wa nhin va gon gang.

Sau khi thanh toan, Archie di v€ phia t61, dau cti xudng. “Co6 c6 chac 1a co thich kiéu nay khong
Lucy?”

“Tbi thich ma,” toi dimg day, vd vai anh ta, “va nhitng ngudi phu nit khic ciing thé. T6i dam bao.”

Thay vi trong thoai mai, anh ta it tay vao tii quan va tho dai. “Gid chung ta di uong gi duoc chua
Lucy? D1 ma. T61 that sy mudn ndi vé chuyén...”

“Pé sau d3,” t61 dan anh ta di qua ctra. “Ching ta phai di mua sam truge.”

“Mua sam a,” anh ta lap lai. “Tuy€t that.”

Chiing t0i mét vai tiéng dong hd mdi tim duoc cho Archie vai bo dd mdi. Vi anh ta thip va gy nén
moi cai quan toi lwa khong dai lung nhung thi cling rong thung thigh. Trudc day i chi chon quan 4o
cho Dan vi vy t6i khong biét pguol thap bé thi nén gn mac nhu thé ndo. Archie cling quyet liét khong
kém. Anh ta khong chiu thu may cal 40 SO mi mau hong cam khac la ma to1 lua ra va goi nhu:ng chiéc
quin jean thiét ké toi chon 1a ‘tham hai’. Sau gan mot tiéng dong hé can quét (Archie vira di vira ché
bai du thir va rén ri chan dau), chung toi quyet dinh tich ra, tu di lua d6 frong sicu thi. Anh ta quay lai
vO1 mdt 6m day quan jean mau xanh bac mau, a0 T-shirt choi 16a xau hoac, con t6i thi khé né 6m quan
tdy va 40 so mi. Ching t6i nhin nhau roi cudi pha 1én boi sy lya chon ciia ca hai khong thé nao khac
biét hon thé nira.

Cudi cung ching t6i di dén thoa hiép - quan kiéu quan su két hop 4o thun tay dai mic trong 4o T-
shirt binh thuong (khong c6 hinh game thu ¢ phia trudc).

“Thé nao?” Archie budc ra tir phong thir quan 4o 1an thir mudi 1am. “Bo nay duoc khong?”

“Hop lam. That su rat, rat dep.”

To61 khen that long. Anh ta that su trong rat tuyét. Hai 16p 4o lam anh ta trong day dan hon, quan tay
va do1 bot khién anh ta c6 vé cao hon va ran roi hon.



“Hoan ho,” anh ta reo 1én luc khuat sau tAm rém. “Gid chung ta di uong duogc chua, Lucy? Di di

“Duoc,” toi cudi vui vé, phan chan voi két qua. “Chd nao ciing dugc.

To1 khong thich quan rugu Archie chon 1am, nhung khong mudn tranh cai, Ching t61 an mung cong
cudc 10t xac ngoan myc, phi thuong cua t61, ya do 1a viéc toi thiu t61 c6 thé lam dé cam on anh ta vi
da hop tac. To1 chon ban con Archie dén quay va vai phut sau quay lai yo1 mdt ly rugu cho t61 cung

mot panh bia dang cho anh ta. T6i chi nhuong may thac mac vi anh ta chang khi nio udng hét mot nira
ma khong noi 101 nao. A1 cung biét Ia kh1 an mu’ng thi 1uén uéng nhiéu hon binh thu:ong

Archie kho nhoc ng01 Xuong ghé va uong lay udng dé trong khi t61 nhin anh ta chim chim, miéng ha
hdc. Anh ta trong la qua, glong nhu mdt ngudi hoan toan maoi.

Anh ta bat dugc anh mat d6 va nhin toi qua vanh ly bia. “Puoc khong?”

“Trong anh dep trai lam.”

“Vay, voi vé ngoai nhu thé ndy, c¢6 c6 nghi 1a phu nit s& mubn hen ho véi t6i khong?”

“Oi Chua oi! ¢6 chur.”

“T6i rat ming 1a c6 dén lam viéc tai Cong ty May Vi Tinh Bitz,” anh ta dt ly bia xudng.

“To1 cling vay,” t61 tudn ra mot trang. “Mac du t61 khong chic t6i s& dugc nhin sau su cb Xay ra
trong cudc ph()ng van vo1 Graham Wellington.”

“Téi rat tiéc 1a c6 phai qua duoc vong phong van d6,” nu cudi ciia anh ta khong twoi nhu thuong
1¢. “Graham hoi ky cuc, do la da nodi giam di roi day, trong chirng myc ndo d6 thi hoi ¢ hi. Anh 4y
khong phai ngudi xau, chi 1a..

“... hot hu hong thoi phai khf)ng‘?”
Archie cuoi vang. “Co con chua thay hét tro cua anh ay.”

“T61 chi khong hiéu,” t6i hop mot ngum rugu,,“1a tai sao anh ta lai nhan t61 vao lam sau khi to1 tat
anh ta? Anh ta noi ai do doa t6 c4o anh ta 1én Uy Ban Binh Pang Gidi, nhung tdi khong nghi ra ai
trong cong ty lai lam thé.”

“La t6i,” Archie n6i khé khang, xé toac tim gidy 16t ly rdi vo tron nhu qua banh.

“Car gi?”

“La t61.”

“Khong thé ndo! Anh doa tb cdo anh ta sao?”

“Pung. Chi c6 nhu vay Graham méi khong quéy ray c6. CO qua tir t.”

“Toi tir té 4,” toi 1ap lai, dinh danh cho vang hao quang cua minh bong thém. *“T61 1a nguqgi tir té
nhat anh timg gap. Thir hoi bat cir ai, thir hoi...” Archie van dang ngdi trén ghé, nhin cham cham vao

tAm guwong sau lung toi, vo toc roi bu. “Thi hoi...” Anh ta that sy dinh phd hong nhirng dudng nép ma
tho cat toc da ti mi cham chit.

“Anh ¢6 chac 1a anh thich kiéu toc md&1 cua minh khong?”” Toi hoi, cam thay boi roi. Chang 1€ anh ta
khong phan khich chut nao trude su that 1a mai toc mé1 lam anh ta trong 161 cudn hon sao? C6 phai do
l1a 1y do anh ta udng ca panh bia? B¢ tudng niém chang?

“To1 nghi té1 s€ quen vo1 nd.” Anh ta nhun vai va c6 vuot thang mai toc, va khong thé ép né qua
khdi mat.

“[t nhat thi ba ctia anh ciing s& thich,” tdi dua, c6 néi that tron tru, vui vé. “T6i chac 1a ba ay nghi
anh trong giong cau hoc sinh thong minh.”

Archie chang cudi, Thay vi thé, anh ta cti gam mit va tiép tuc xé tAm gidy 16t ly ra thanh tirng manh
nho. T61 chua tirng thay ai trong bat an va lo lang dén the.

“Anh that si khong thich cit toc va cao rau, dung khong?” To6i cam thdy hoi kho chiu.
Co6 mot khoang dung dai nhu vo tan. Cudi cung Archie cling noi. “Khong han.”
“Vay tai sao anh lai dong y lam?”



“Bd1 vi co nghi do 1a viéc nén lam.”
“Ra Véy.”

“Va bai vi t01 thich ¢ canh c06,” anh ta nu6t kho nhoc. “Va badi vi...

“Vi sao?” Dot nhién moi t61 kho khoc.
Anh ta lay hai tay dm mdt va t61 nin tho.
“Béi vi to1 yéu em.”

29



CHUONG 25

T6i chét lang, ép chat ly ruou vao mdi dudi. Co phai tdi vira nghe Archie thét ra nhitng 101 d6 khong?
Khong thé nao nhu thé.

“Xin 16i, Archie, anh vira noi gi?”

“Anh n6i...” Anh ta hing giong. “T6i nghi tdi yéu em, Lucy.”

Bung t6i xodn lai 1am t6i budn ndn. Archie khong thé nao phai long 61 dugc. Toi dinh di tim ban
do1 cho anh ta ma. Anh ta khong dugc... khong thé... phai 1ong t6i. Ly rugu cta to1 trong tranh Itc to1
dat n6 xudng ban.

“C6 phai anh... anh...” ti ¢ ép ra nu cudi, “anh dang dua, ding khong?”

Archie lic dau, mit dan chit vao nhitng manh gidy vun ¢ trudc mit, vé mit hét stec khd so. Anh ta
khong thé phai 1ong t61 dugc. Chi 1a anh ta khong dugc phép 1am the.

“T$i xin 16i,” anh ta 1am bam, ma do lyng. “Chi 1a t6i khong thé giau kin lau hon nira. T6i cam thay
nhu sap nd tung. T6i dd danh dau vao 6 ‘hen ho’ trén phiéu ghi chu ¢ budi hen ho toc do, Jnhung sang
nay chang thay em noi gi vé chuyen do nen to1 phai noi voi em, du em c6 cam thay nhu thé nao vé toi

- anh ta ngung lai mot chat dé th¢ - “theo nhu phan tmg cua em thi t6i khang dinh tinh cam cta em
khpng gidng nhu t6i...” Anh ta chii dau, nhung gio chang cd mai toc dai che khudn mit dé giau di anh
mat.

Thu gi d6 trong toi v& vun, va toj muén khoc. Pay khong phai la thir t61 mudn. T6i mudn xay dyng
su tu tin cho Archie dé anh ta c6 thé tim duoc diing nguoi phu nit danh cho minh. Pung nguoi, khong

phai t6i. Toi dang ¢ tim dudng quay vé voi Dan. Toi dd di chéch hudng roi sao? Toi dd qua gan gii
Archie ching? Vi vdy lam cho anh ta hiéu 1am a2

“Archie,” t61 cham vao khuyu tay anh ta. “Archie, nhin t61 day.”

“T01 khong thé,” anh ta lac dau. “Toi khong nén tha nhan gi ca. Toi da tu bién minh thanh thing
ngoc.’

“Khong dau.”

“Coma.”

“Archie,” t61 noi1 li€u, “anh khong thé phai long to1. Chung ta 1a ban be.”
~ “T61 nghi ching ta con hon ban be,” anh ta lau bau. “Tham chi Nigel cling n6i 1a cau ay nghi, ¢, cau
ay no1 sao nhi? Em c6 tinh cam khong binh thuong voi t61.”

Oi, Chua oi! To1 that ngdc lam sao? Tat nhién la anh ta nghi t61 thich anh ta. T61 tham du tiéc LAN,
chat v41 anh ta suot gid dn trura va nhin anh ta cham cham su6t gio lam viéc. Tham chi t61 con mo1 anh
ta di choi, tham gia hen ho toc d9, ndi mdt cach cong bang thi néu nhin bé ngoai, to1 1a ngudi ¢hi dong
tién to1 trude. Tham chi t61 con quan tam dén vé ngoai cua anh ta va 1am mdt cude cai td. Chang trach
gi ma anh ta khong hiéu 1am.

“Tai thich anh, Archie,” toi xoay xoay cai ly rdng. “Toi rat thich anh...”

“Nhung sao?”

“Nhung t61 xem anh nhu... nhu... mot cau em trai.”

“Em trai?” anh ta cuoi chua chat. “bung. Cam on.”

“Khong.” Toi voi 1ay tay anh ta. “Lam on dirng gian ma. Toi chi mubn gitup anh gip g& ai d6.”

“Sao ¢o lai mudn 1am thé ha Lucy?” anh ta giat tay ra va dé tay toi nam tro troi trén ban. “C6 chang
quen than gi t61.”

Ma anh ta do lung va anh ta nhin t61 khong chop mit, tay siét lai thanh nim tring béch. To6i chua
tirng thay anh ta gin di hay bi ton thuong. Nhung t6i c6 thé noi gi bay gio? Toi khong thé thi nhan
v6i Archie 1y do t0i mudn tim ban doi cho anh ta.

“Trong anh c6 vé rat c6 doc.”



“Chét tiét.”
“Nhung, nhung,” t61 lap bap. “T6i khong nght anh yéu t61, that ra khong phai thé. C6 thé anh chi
thich cai cach ma t61 khién anh ty cdm nhan vé minh.”

“Co c6 thé ra vé bé trén hon thé nira khong, Lucy?”

“Céi gi?”

“Co biét to1 khong phai 1a loai tuyét vong dén mat 1y tri,” anh ta dya lung vao ghé, mat lanh tanh.
“To1 khong yéu cau co che cho va tim nguoi yéu dung khong? Co biét 1a to61 van dang tur 1am rat on

A

ma.

“That khong?”

Archie mé miéng dinh dap trd, nhung roi ngam lai, lac dau. Roi anh ta dtng day, budc ra khoi ghé
va di dugc nira duong ra cura trude khi to1 kip nhan thire dugce chuyén gi dang xdy ra.

“Archie,” t6i goi. “Archie, dimg bo di ma, 1am on di. Hay thao luan vé chuyén nay.”

Anh ta quay lai va nhin t6i cham cham. “Oi, quén me né di, Lucy.”

Va anh ta di mat.

To1 uong ba ly ruou, roi roi khoi Jquan va bt dau dao b, Tiéng coi xe 6 td inh 61 va khach bd hanh

quet vao minh, nhung t6i mic ké, van di tiép. Toi di cho dén khi troi toi va anh dén dudng lung linh
chiéu sang nhu’ng con phd London.

Va r6i t6i dung lai.

Bén ngoai s 33, duong White. Nha cil.

T6i ngoi dya vao vach tudng & bén kia duong, ddi dién nha va nhin dong hd. Méi hon tam gid,
nhung trong nha to1 thui va rém ctra dong kin mit.

Nhung t6i khong can nhin qua cira s dé nhd lai nha minh. Toi chi phai nhim mét lai.

Phong khach. .. noi i va Dan ting dung tAm trai va chin 16ng vit 1am givong trong khi chg, nhan
glu:ong Chung 0 khong ngl ngay, ma tréu dua nhu hai dta tré 1an dau dugc dat nha[ﬂ cho den kh1
chi con bon tiéng dé ngl trude khi phai day di lam. Phong an... Toi d3 mya mot cai ban an bang 20
tuyét dep co tam ghe dé co the thoai mai tiéc o1 cung ban bé voi khan an, nén, mén khai vi, mon chinh
va trang miéng. Rot cudc ching to1 chi t6 chire tiéc toi c6 mot lan vi ca hai cam thay qua bt tién va
ng6 ngan khi phai an méc, that trang trong va noi chuyen sao cho lich su, do thé ching toi chuyen ra
phong khach, ng01 bét xubéng san an udng trude ti vi, cudi nhu dién boi ching 61 chua bao gio 1a
nhirng nguoi ;trugng thanh® dung nghia. Bép... cin bep mau vang tuyét dep cua chung to1. Lic ching
to1 mai chuyen dén thi bep lam bang thep, don sac, tuong mau trang, nhung t61 ludn mo udc c6 mot
can bep mau vang va cr noi di noi lai voi Dan dicu do. Mot ngay, khi di lam vé€ thi t61 phat hién ra
anh 4y xin nghi 1am ca budi chiéu dé son bép thanh mau vang nhat tuyét dep. Sau d6 anh 4 ay noi voi t01

1a anh ay ghet mau vang, nhung cung xung dang bo cong khi anh ay nhin thay khudn mat sang r& cua to1
luc budce chan qua ngudng cua..

A1 do ho va to1 mé mit ra. Dan dang dirng canh toi.

“Lai 1a ¢6!” anh 4y nhin xudng toi chdm cht, mit md to vi ngac nhién. “Néu co dang theo ddi toi thi
co can phai kin ddo hon.”

T6i nén dung 18én va chay di, nhung toi khong thé cir dong. Toi cham cham nhin tra lai, tim dap
thinh thich trong 10ng nguc. Anh 2y dang che cai 6 mau den trén dau trong khi nudc nho giot 1én ma va
xuong cam t6i. Tham chi t61 con khong biét tro1 dang mura.

“Tai sao cd nhin nha tdi chim cham vay?” Dan dua vao tudng canh t6i va tdi thd nhanh hon. Toi
dang b1 chirng thé qua nhanh vi khat khao. “Co bié€t 1a chiang c6 gi dang gia dé trom ca.”

To61 mudn no1, do 1a nha cua ching ta. Ciia em va cua anh. Sao anh khong noi 1a em dang ngoi bén
canh anh? Sao anh khong biét chinh 1a em day?

“Co dang run,’” Dan che du trén dau toi. “Nghe nay, toi khong biét ¢6 1a ai hay co muon gi & toi,

nhung ¢6 phai cham dirt viéc nay ngay. Néu khong, t6i s& goi canh sat hay” - anh 4y nhin tir dau xuéng
chan t6i va lac dau - “S& An Sinh Xa Hoi.”



Vung da dudi mit anh nheo lai béi nhitng nép nhin nhung khong phai do cyoi, va,ca dudng hén
gitra hai chan may cling thé. Anh trong c6 vé lo lang va mét moi, nhung van du trac an dé quan tim che
cho t61 khéi udt, ké cam theo doi anh, trong khi nugc mura lam toc anh bét vao dau.

T6i phai thir néi cho anh hiéu chuyén gi dang xay ra. Anh ay can phai biét.

“Dan,” t0i n6i. “Lucy day. Em cd quay tré vé v&i anh nhung em nghi em da 1am hong hét moi
chuyén. Nguo1 dan 6ng ma em phai di tim tinh yéu cho anh ta lai xoay qua phai 1ong em va em khong
biét phai lam gi.”

Dan khong roi mat khoi moi t6i nhung khong noi gi. Vo ich. Anh ay khong thé nghe dugc 15i ndo.
To1 dinh dirng day thi anh ay lyc trong tai ro1 lay ra tap giay va cay but.

“Tb6i khong thé nghe dugc 15i ndo,” anh Ay ndi to va cham, nhu thé toi bi diéc. “Nhung néu co viét
ra co chuyén gi khong 6n, t61 c6 the gitip. Goi ai d6 hay lam gi d6.”

Dan cui xuong chd t6i, tap gidy trong tay, va to1 ngui thay mui kem cao rau cua aph. Toi hit vao mui
huong ay, 161 dua tay ra. Nhu’ng ngon tay anh quét qua tay toi lic toi don 1y tap gidy, cdy bat va hang
nghin tia Itra dién xet ra trén canh tay toi.

Em 14 Lucy, t6i liéu mang viét. Em yéu anh nhiéu lim, Dan, va em thanh that xin 15i vi ching ta da
cai va trudc khi em chét. Chi la em cdng thing ve’ 1€ cud1 va em cling nén nod1 la em yéu anh,
nhung...”

Dan nam lay tay t0j. T6i nging viét va ngudc 1én nhin anh. Oi, lay Chaa! Oi, lay Chaa! C6 khi

ndo... C6 khi nao anh éy that sy hiéu to1 dang viét..

“T01 xin 151,” anh ay nhe nhang, “Nhupg to1 khong hiéu nhitng chit niy nghia 1a gi. Pay la tiéng A
Rép a? Hay An Po? Toi khong hicu co viét gi ca.”

"Tim t6i chao dao. Moi tia hy vong nhé nhoi ma t6i tuyét vong bam viu vao déu tan bién. Toi xé to
giay khoi tap, vo nat r61 ném xudng cong.

“Quay lai di,” Dan goi khi t61 xoay nguo1 bo di. “Be to1 gitp ¢d.”

“Anh khong thé,” t6i thi tham. “Khong ai ¢6 thé giup em.”



CHUONG 26

Claire dang 1ap 16 noi hanh lang, dién thoai trén tay lic t6i budc vao Ngoi Nha Danh Cho Nhitng Ai
Muobn Tré Thanh Ma.

“Lucy,” ¢ ta thong bao. “Dién thoai cua chi.”

Tim t6i dap 1& mot nhip. Chi ¢ hai ngudi biét sé dién thoai nha cua tdi, va mot trong hai ngudi do
la Archie.

“Phai Archie khong?” t6i vira hoi to vira hoi ha chay toi.

Claire lic dau. “Khong. Va t6i nghi chi sap bi qud mang.”

Qud mang 1 sao? Vi chuyén gi chir? Oi Chua oi! C6 khi ndo 1a Graham Wellington khong?

“Xin hoi ai vay?” toi chdp 14y dién thoai tir tay Claire.

“Chao, Lucy,” mot giong no1 quen thudc vang 1én. “Thanh Bob day.”

T61 suyt danh ro1 dién thoai. Thanh Bob sao? Cai trung gian ¢o thé goi dén day sao? Sao chang ai
no6i diéu ndy voi toi thé nhi?

“Lucy” - giong Bob nghe rat khac - “C6 da ¢ dau?”

“Luc nao co?”

“Vira ltc ndy.”

T6i dinh noi doéi, nhung t6i ¢ cam twdng 13 vi thanh chii quan s& khong cho t6i mot 4n hué nao néu
t61 1am the.

“Toi di gip hén phu... Toi di 1am gi sai roi phai khong?”

“Lucy - ¢ c6 doc cac quy dinh khong?”

“Mot phan.”

Bob thd dai. “Cé c6 doc phan quy dinh vé viéc lién lac v&i ngudi quen lac con sdng khong?”

T6i nudt xudéng. Chét tiét. Chac chan 1a ho biét toi dd & dau.

“Co.” Toi tra 101.

“Theo nhu ghi chep cua chang toi, Lucy, thi c6 da hai 1an ¢6 lién lac v&i hon phu. Lan dau tién co

co n01 v61 anh ta, va lan thu hai, hom nay, ¢6 cd noi chuyén véi anh ta va giao tiép thong qua ngon ngir
viét.”

“Toi xin 151, t6i rat tuyet vong. Nhiém vu cta to1 c¢o chut truc trac, to1 dinh ttr bo va...”

Y nghi ndy 1am t6i bung tinh. T6i khong muén tir bo. Toi khong mudén Bob dem toi vé lai ¢di trung
gian va ¢ép lén thién duong. Bang moi gia t61 phai vuot qua thir thach. Néu Archie phai long t61, to1 co
thé 1am cho anh ta khong thich minh nira. Néu can thiét, t61 c6 thé khién anh ta ghét minh. T61 phai
quay lai vd1 Dan.

“Lam on di,” t6i nai ni. “Lam on dung ép toi 1én thién duong. To6i xin 16i. Xin cho t6i mdt co hoi
ntra. Lam on di, Bob, di ma.”

“Lucy...”

“Lam on di dugc khong? To1 xin ong day. Bi ma.”

C‘Lucy!”

‘(Vﬁng 29

“Pay 1a 16i canh cao chinh thirc, 101 canh cao duy nhat cta c6. Lan dau pham luat 13 ngay dau tlen
co quay lai tran thé va chua doc luat 1¢, nhung 1an ndy c6 ¢b ¥ pha luat. Pay la co hoi cudi cling. .

“Oi, cam on.” T6i 1ap bap. “Cam on, cam on, cam on.”

“Nhung,” Bob noi tiép. “Neéu ¢ cd ¥ pha luat lan nira, c6 s€ phai quay tr¢ lai ¢d1 trung gian ngay
lap tirc, thur thach cua c6 s€ bi huy.”



“Toi s& khong 1am thé nita,” t6i hira, xodn day dién thoai trong tay. “Toi s& khong thir giao tiép véi
ai khac nfra.”

“T6t.” Bob tra 10i. “C6 can nhic Claire nhd luat 16. C6 Ay ciing da bi nhac nhd 1an cudi va gan day
chiing t61 da bao 1a co6 ay dang trong vong nguy hjém khi pha v& luat 1€. Tam biét, Lucy...

“Chd d4,” t6i vira moi nhg ra lan tro chuyén cudi cung cua t61 voi Claire. “Co thé tim duoc tinh
yéu trén thlen duong khong? Y t01 1a, néu luc con song ma mot nguoi khong tim dugc tinh yéu, thi ho
c6 thé tim thay no trén d6 khong?”

“Tét nhién 1a dugc.” Bob thd dai. “Co nghi thién dudng 1a gi néu toan nhitng ké ¢6 don vinh vién &
trén do.”

To1 chi vira dat dién thoai lai gid do thi Brian 16 dau ra khoi cira.

“Chao Lucy, xin 18i vi 1am phién, nhung t6i mudn hoi lidu c¢6 da sin sang dé gitp t6i vuot qua thir
thach khong? Hom nay c6 ndi 1a c6 s€ gitp t61.”

To61 dinh tra 161 ‘khong’, nhu:ng khong no long thot ra 101 trude vé mat tuyét vong ctia anh ta.

“Puoc thoi. Toi di thay quan 4o rdi xubng ngay.”

“Tuyét.” Anh ta cudi twoi r6i va dua tay 1én gii dau. “T6i biét c¢6 s& khong 1am t6i thit vong ma.”

“Oi, Brian,” t6i n6i luc budc 1én cau thang, “anh cg thé 1ay hai to tap chi vé xe lira khong? Chiing
ta s€ can dén no.” “Tap chi,” anh ta 1dp lai, trong boi roé1 “Co ngay.”



CHUONG 27

Troi van con mua lic ching toi ra khoi ga tau dién ngdm ¢ Tooting Broadway va tho than di xudng dai
16 vang tanh. Brian lao di trudc nhu con bao, vé mat hét strc qua quyét.

“Pay la chd Troy séng,” Brian chi chd ndo d6 & xa xa khi t6i 16t tot di dang sau.

“Vay a.” Toi bdn chdn nhin quanh. Ngay ca anh dén duong cling trong that dang s¢. “Nhung day co

phai 1a ¥ hay khong? Pa qua mudn rdi va quanh day chang thiy ai. Lam sao chung ta c¢6 thé timra cau
be?”

“Chuang ta s€ di tim,” Brian liéc t6i. “Toi biét cau ta dang ¢ dau.”
_T6i khong biét nhitng cau bé tudi teen tu tap nhau 1am gi trong mot dém thang Nam mua tam ta nhu

thé nay. To1 tham nghi, chac 1a lam nhirng chuyén khong nén lam.

“Dugc rdi,” dot nhién Brian dtimg lai ngay gitra duong. “Ching ta & day.”

“Pay 1a dau?” t6i 1ap lai, quic mic véi g di xe dap vut qua 1am ban bun 1én quan jean cta minh.

Brian chi vao khung ctra to vo sic s& phia trén ctra hing gin nhat.

“McDonald[90] a?”

“Pung”, anh ta day ctra. “C6 mubn an hamburger[91]?”

T61 vap theo sau anh ta, mung vi khong con phai doi mua, con Brian thi lai quay hang. Quan dong
nghet. Chd nao tdi ciing thay bon teen nhai khoai tay chién, xi xup sita trimg, hay ngoi thudn thuot.

“Roi,” Brian ludt khay thirc an qua miii t0i, “gi ching ta da ¢ dy, c¢6 dinh giup t6i vuot qua thi
thach nhu thé nao?”

“Cir tir tir,” t61 voi 14y miéng khoai tay chién cho vao miéng. “t6i s& bat dau bang viéc gi d6, nhung
trudce tién anh phai cho to1 biét Troy ¢ dau.”

“Co thay hai thang con trai va mot dira con gai ngdi ngay gan ctra khong?” Brian hat dau va to1 gat.
“Troy la thang mdc ao trum dau mau xam, quan den, giay thé thao mau trang.”

“Vay la dugc roi1,” to1 huych khuyu tay anh ta, “hdy dén ngdi ban sat canh ching.”

Brian tai nhot. “Noi1 véi to1 1a c6 chi dua thoi.”

“Brian,” t61 ddo tron mat, “thé anh nghi 1am sao bat chuyén voi1 nguodi la trir khi ho nghe duoc
nhitng gi anh dang no1 co chu?”

“To1 dang hy vong co s& c6 mot ké hoach nao do khong lién quan dén chuyén tro co day.”

“Cai gi, nhu 13 bit coc cdu ta va treo ling lang & nha ga Paddington cho dén khi cau ta dong y thira
nhan 1a nguo1 thich suu tap xe lura a?”

“A...” Brian nhiin vai. “C6 thé khong phai 1a tht gi d6 qua bao luc, nhung...”

“Brian!”

“Cau ta goi t01 1a ké quay roi1 tré em, Lucy. Cau ta s€ chay xa cd mét n€u t61 cd no1 chuyén vdi cau
ta ntra.”

_“Oi, lay Chua, Brian,” tdi giat lay khay thirc an khoi tay anh ta hudng thang dén cai ban tréng. “Chi

can di dén do, ngoi xudng.”

“Thoi dugc,” anh ta 1am bam. “Nhung néu anh ta lai goi to1 1a ké quay roi1 tré em thi do 1a 101 cua

2

co.
Troy ngudc 1én nhin lu¢ ching toi ngdi xudng, nhung khong hét 1én, bo chay hay chia siing vao
chiing t61. D6 1a mot khoi dau tot.
“Xemkia,” t01 thi thao, déy mdt tai thit ran vé phia Brian. “Tham chi cau ta con khong nhé anh.”
“Tbi:,” Brian trong c6 vé thoai mai hon. “Gio thi sao?”
“LAy ra hai to tap chi ma toi bao anh mang theo ra.”



Trong khi tdi co ra vé than nhién nhat c6 thé thi Brian luc loi trong tai va rut ra hai to tap chi con
. rong Xl ot co fa ve thd , g p
mo1i tinh. T61 chdp lay mot to tap chi.

“Can than,” Brian nhac. “Mot ngay nao day ching c6 thé nam trong bo suu tam.”

“Purng cau nhau nira.” t61 lau chd nudc sot dinh trén ngon tay (va bia tap chi) roi 1at trang dau ra.
“Vay, nhirng nguo1 say mé xe Itra mo wdc cai gi?”

Y: y

Brian ha hoc miéng va suyt ro1 khoi ghe. “Cai gi co?”

“Thir gi ma nhitng ai say mé xe ltra muon c6 nhat trén do1?”

“To1 luon mo xay dung dugc mot san ga trén mdt con duong mon lau do1,” Brian no1 voi1 khudn

mit sang r&. “Khong, mua hai nha ga va khoi phuc lai dudng ray dé tau hoa chay bang hoi nudc co thé
di chuyén gitra hai nha ga do.”

“Nghe hay qua,” i liéc Troy, cdu bé 1én nhin bia to tap chi toi dang cam trén tay. “Gio thi hay
loan bdo diéu anh vira noi. Noi to 1én.”

“Nhung t6i khong thé,” anh ta phan doi.

“Oi, lay Chia, Brian, chi dién thoi. Luc con bé da bao gior anh déng vé kich nao chwa?”

“Téi ting tham gia v& kich Lé Giang Sinh.”

“Tuyét.”

“D(’)ng vai cay.”

“Chi can gia vo 1a gidc mo 16n lao nhit ctia anh trd thanh hién thuc,” 61 giai thich, “va toi la mot
trong nhirng ngudi ban say mé xe 1tra ctia anh va anh dang ké véi toi nhung dicu moi kham phara.’

“To1 vira mua hai nha ga xe Iua,” Brian gao bang giong to nhat. “Va t6i dinh xay dung duong ray
xe ltra chay bang hoi nudc glu’a hai nha ga nay.’

Troy nhin chung t6i chdm chdm. Nhitng nguoi khic trong nha hang ciing thé.

“That phi thuong,” t61 ¢d ndn ra nu cudi. “To1 chua tung, chua...” t61 nhin xudng to tap chi cua
minh va dugc ludt qua tiéu dé cua bai bao dau tién. “T61 vira mdi tham gia chuyén di bang tau hoi
nudce dén dao Isle of Man[92].”

“To6i da tirng dén d6,” Brian rong 1én. “That phi thuong.”

Oi, Chua oi!

ft nhat Troy van cha y dén chiing t6i. Nhung chung t6i c6 mdt tré ngai. Cau bé van dang ngoi canh
hai ngupo1 ban, hai ngud1 ban khong say mé xe Itra. Néu chung t61 muon ti€p can Troy, chung to1 can
phai tong khir hai t€n d6 di. Va phai ngay lap tirc.

“Vay, Lucy,” Brian gao to. “Co thich cai gi nhat veé...”

“Brian, n6i nho thoi.” Toi li€c anh ta. “T61 dang suy nghi.”

Lam cach nao d¢ tong khir ban cua Troy day? Toi co thé du c6 be vao phong vé sinh nir bang vai
ric 16i cua  phu nir (nhu: h01 xin bang v¢ sinh bang tampon chang han), nhung nu vay van con lai ga
con trai. Néu t6i la “chdy” moi nguoi sé nhao ra khoi quan (ké ca Troy), vi vay d6 khong phai 1a cach
hay.

T6i nhin sang ban bén canh, ¢6 tim mot phuong an kha thi. Ba dira nhoc déu c6 Coca, nhung khong
c6 do an. Gi nira nhi? Ca ba dang chui dau vao dién thoai di dong. Hai dtra c6 dién thoai giong nhau,
dién thoai cua Troy thi khac. T61 nay ra mot y. Mot ¥ nghi ngoc nghéch, nhung, c6 khi kha thi.

“Brian,” t6i n6i to, nhung khong hét, “Pa cé bao nhiéu ngudi ky tén nhan suat dn mién phi ctia Mac
trong chién dich khuyén mai cua Sony Ericsson.”

Anh ta ngdy ra nhin t61, nhung 61 biét t61 da c6 dugc sy chil y ctia ba dira nhoc ban bén canh.
Chang ngurng chuyen tro va dang lang nghe t6i v6i vé vo nhu thd o, theo cai kiéu “toi that sy khong
nghe bo1 ban ndi1 qua chan’ cua i teen.

“To1 da c6 mot tram chit ky,” t61 nd1 mot 1eo, trude khi Brian c6 co hdi chen ngang, “Anh chi maéi
c6 chin muoi tdm thoi, dung khong? Anh s€ mat viéc néu khong ¢ thém hai chit ky nita. Anh c6 nghi



may dira tré s& nhan mot bita dn mién phi nhu thé nay khong?” Téi bung hai ngdn tay v§i nhau.

Brian ti€p tuc nhin td1 khong chdp mat, mom ha hoc. Ban bén canh, thing ban Troy dang da vao
chan dua con gai dudi gam ban. T61 dan 1€n mat nu cudi troi nhat va xoay sang phia ching,

“Hinh nhu chang ban nao c6 di¢n thoai Sony Ericsson dliing khong? Ngay mai, ban t61 day s€ mat
vi¢c néu khong téng thém hai bira an mién phi cua Mcdonald.”

“T6i ¢6 mot chiéc Sony Ericsson,” ban Troy no1, chup 1y dién thoai va gio nod 1én ngay trudc mii
toi. “Toi phai 1am gi? Lam sao dé nhan suat 4n mién ph1‘7”

“To1 ntra, t61 nita,” dlra con gai ré 1én, thay cai dién thoai mau héng cua nd qua ban.

“Cac ¢6 cau chang can phai lam gi ca,” t61 ra vé ngd ngan. “Do6 chi 13, ¢, cudc di€u tra chung to1
dang lam cho Tooting Broadway. Va cac ¢6 cau da lam nén ngay Brian, phai khong Brian?”

Brian nhe rang, khoe ra nu cuo1 guong gao nhat to1 tirng thay.

“Sao vang, la thé, Lucy,” anh ta n6i luc t61 da vao chan dudi gam ban. “A, ding vay.”

“Cha, vay thi rat vi ra, va mua cho chiung hai phan Mcdonald dac biét.”

“Chau goi phan phi 1€ ca khong béo dugc khong?” dura con gai kh€ vo 1én cai bung lép kep. “Chau
khong muon béo.”

“Chau thé goi bat clr gi chau thich, d6 1a mdt phan cua chwong trinh khuyén mai. Ca hai di voi
Brian va chon.”

“Lucy...” Brian ngic ngu.

T61 dén nu cuoi trén miéng. “Chi can mua cho nhiing c6 cau nhiét thanh day bat ctr thir gi chung
mudn.”

“Tho1 dugc,” Brian dig 1€n khoi ghé. “Mua thuc an. Ping.”

Khi Brian va hai nguoi ban méi di t61 quay goi mén t61 liéc sang Troy. Cau bé dang xoay xoay
dién thoai trong tay va trong hét strc chan nan.

“Co that su xin 16i,” t0i cam 1én to tap chi Nguo1 Suu Tap Xe Lira. “Chau c6 chiéc di¢n thoai rat
tuyét, nhung khong phai l1a thuong hi¢u chung t61 lam dai dién.”

“Sao ciing dugc.” Thing nhoc nhun vai. “Chau chua bao gid dugc cai gi mién phi ca.”

To1 1at mot to tap chi va 6 1én trude tam anh mot chiéc xe lua.

“Cai gi qua dac biét theé?” Troy thac mac, ¢ khong to ra qua thich thu.

“0, chang c6 gi. Chi 1a mot chiéc xe ltra Shinkansen Bullet.”

“Toc do to1 da 186 dam mot gi0.”

T61 do tim trong bai bao dé ki€m tra xem cau ta c6 noi1 dung khong. Pung thé.

“Vay cau la nguoi say me xe 1ra?” t01 hoi hét strc ty nhién.

“Khong.” Cau ta kéo mil I1€n trum dau va dat khuyu tay 1€n ban. “Sai r61.”

Chét tiet. Neu Brian mudn vuot qua thir thach anh ta can lam cho cau bé thira nhan dam mé véi xe
Itra cta cau ta. Chang kha quan chut nao.

“Sao lai sa0?” t61 1at sang trang khac va c6 ra vé ho hiing.

“No chi 1a s¢ thich cua nhitng ké quai di. Xem ban ¢6 ¢ dang kia kia.”

Tai quay thu ngan, Brian dang gai rau, nhin dau dau trong khong trung trong khi ban cua Troy chi tré
vao to thuc don & trén dau va hai dira teen thi thao ban luan véi1 nhau.

“Nhu vay 1a khong dang. Brian trong c6 vé hoi quai di, nhung nhu thé khong c6 nghia 1a ai ciing
thé.”

Troy nhudng chan méy “C0 cling thich xe lwra a?”

“Tat nhién,” t0i Vi lay lon Coca khong duong va nhip mot ngum. “Brian da day cho t6i biét rat
nhidu vé xe lira. Anh 4 ay giong nhu: nguo1 hudng dan.”

Troy nhin tir t6i qua Brian r6i nhin lai. “Vay chu 4y 1a chong c6 ha?”



Coca khong duong sic 1én miii va phut ra day to tap chi quy gia ctia Brian.

“Ban cung nha,” t6i lau to tap chi bang to khin gidy ddy dau md. “C6 chi 1 ban.”
Tai quay thu ngan, Brian dang rat vi tra tién. Toi khong con nhiéu thoi gian nita.
“Ban cua chau cling thich xe 1tra phai khong?”” T61 hoi Troy.

“Khong.” Thang bé nhin xubng ban va thay dién thoai tir tay ndy sang tay kia. “Chung cudi nhao,
that day.”

T61 nén tra 161 sao day? To1 khong chac 1am.

“That vay,” to1 danh li€u, gat gu ra vé uyén bac.

“Co not gi co?” thang nhoc nhin t61 nhu the t61 mat tri.

GO ma to1 do burng va to1 liéc nhin qua vai. Brian va hai nguoi ban méi1 sdp vé td1 ban roi. Toi
phai nhanh 1én.

“Nghe nay,” t61 nghiéng vé phia Troy. “Co6 va Brian lang thang & nha ga Paddington, trén cau. Chau
biét cho do khong?”

Thang nhoc gat dau.

“Bon co rat hay ra do, vi vay néu chau muon dén va lang thang v&1 bon ¢o6 hay chi dé chuyén tro vé
? : y 14 . 1 y 4 r A9y g g ° y °

xe ltra hay choc ngoay Brian, thi ctr ra véi bon c0.

“Chau khong biét. Chau rat ban.”

“C6 ngay nao chau khong ban khong?”” To1 hoi, bat chéo ngon tay dudi gam ban.

Cau bé nhan vai. “To1 thir Hai thi co6 thé.”

~“Cha, 101 mo1 luon dé ngo,” to1 tang cho cau bé nu cuoi than thi¢n nhat. “S€ rat vui, ¢, néu chau

den.”

“Pung, a, nhung...”

“Sao ro1 ban?” ga ban cat ngang, vong qua ban va ngoi xudng. “Tan tinh ba gia ha?”

Cai gi? That hon. Ké tir khi t6i. ..

“Camdi.” Troy vo1 qua ban. “Cho bon t61 thit ran.”

“Lucy,” Brian kh€ noi1 Itc ngo1 doi dién t61. “Chuyén gi xay ra thé? Sao co lai bat t61 di mua do an
cho It nh6c?”

To1 nhay mat véi anh ta. “T61 s€ ké cho anh nghe trén dudng vé nha.”

y
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THU NAM, NGAY 9 THANG NAM - NGAY THU MUOI BA

Tay toi run run luc t0i day ctra vao cong ty. Sau sy hdi hop luc gitp Brian hoan thanh thir thach toi
qua, gio da dén luc tiép tuc véi thur thach cta chinh minh. Va moi viéc c6 vé khong kha quan lam.
Hom nay da 1a ngay thir mudi ba, Archie thi phai long t61, va 1d1 cudi cung anh ta n6i la ‘Quén me nod
di, Lucy’. Khong hay. Chang hay ho chut nao.

_ Toi hit mdt hoi that sdu va_budc vao van phong. Archie dang 6m 1ay man hinh may vi tinh, tai nghe

gan chat vao tai. Toc anh ta van ngan, nhung ham thi rau den kit va cai ao T-shirt game thu da tr¢ lai.

Archie noi dién: 1

Su tan trang cua Lucy: 0

“Chao, Archie,” t61 guong cuoi.

Ham anh ta siét lai, nhung anh ta khong tra 15i.

“Chao SpongeBob[93],” t61 cam cai twgng bang nhua ¢ gdc ban anh ta 1€n, quyet khong chiu thua.
“Anh thé nao?”

“T6i khoe, cam on Lucy,” toi gia bang tong giong ngd ngéch, to twdng clia nhan vat hoat hinh &
trudc mat Archie. “Ban c6 nghi rang Archie trong rat banh bao hdm nay...”

“Co chang co6 viéc gi khac dé lam a?” Archie giat tai nghe ra va trirng mat nhin toi.

“Co,” 161 gia giong SpongeBob. “Y t6i 1a...”, t6i chuyén sang giong binh thuong. “...co, ¢ chi.
That ra to1 rat ban. Chang co6 thoi gian dé tan chuyén.”

To1 voi quay di, len 161 trong van phong cho dén khi vé ban minh.

“Co thay Archibald khong?” Nigel huych tay t01 ngay luc to61 ngdi xuong ghe.

T6i 1o anh ta di, md may vi tinh, md cudn ngdn ngir 14p trinh Javascript nhu thuong 1€. Co 18 néu
thay t6i c6 vé ban ron anh ta s& khong noi thém gi nira.

“Nay,” anh ta lai khéu t6i. “Cb c6 thiy toc Archibald khong?” Anh ta dang cudi toe toét. DS ngde.
“C0 co6 thay toc anh ta khong, Lucy?”

“Téc Archie sao?” toi ddp lai.

“Archie, kia kia,” anh ta nhudng chan may. “Cha, Archie da cat hét toc. Rau cling cao luon.”

“Thi sao?”

“Anh ta chang ndi voi ching t6i 1y do. C6 c6 biét khong?”

“Chang biét gi.”

“That khéng‘?”

T6i dong sam quyén sach va trimg trirng nhin anh ta. Geoff va Joe ciing ngirng gd ban phim va, o-
qua-ngau-nhién, dang lang tai nghe

“Sao anh lai qué quan tdm dén toc ctia Archie vay Nigel?”

Anh ta dya vao lung ghé va nhin tir Geoff sang Joe. “Cha, h01 ky la phai khong? Co6 va Archibald
déu nghi 1am chiéu hom qua va r6i anh ta tro lai véi dau toc méi.”

“Vay thi sao?”
“Vay la... co gi d6 dang xay ra gitra hai nguoi vay Lucy?”
“Khéng Chang c6 gi ca. Chang co gi xay ra giﬁ’a to1 va Archie cél hiéu chu:a"”
o “O000!” Anh ta 1am trd nhin mit va vo ldy tai xach 1én che cam. “PAau can phai nhay dung 1én
u thé.”
“Vay anh khdéa miéng va dé t6i tiép tuc lam viéc duoc chua?”
T6i trimg trimg nhin Geoff va Joe cho dén khi ho chiu thua va quay lai gd ban phim tiép. Nigel chi



nhun vai va tr¢ lai vd1 man hinh may vi tinh cia minh. Hom nay s€ 1a mot ngay dai day.

Vao gio an trua, Nigel, Geoff, Joe va nhing nguo1 con lai déu dung 1én va khoac 40 vao. RS rang
ho dén quan an nhu’ng chang ai da dong gi dén to1. Chang c gi dang ngac nhién voi khong khi cing
thang t6i da tao ra.

Khi moi nguoi ra khoi van phong gan hét, Nigel cui Xuong ban Archie, kéo mot tai nghe ra va thi
thaim gi d6 ma toi Kkhong thé nghe duoc. Archie lac dau va trirng mat vé phla t6i, nhung t61 quay mat di
ngay khic giao mat.

“Vay la On cé phai khong,” t61 nghe Nigel néi. “Gap cau sau.”

Va roi van phong vang tanh. Chi con mdi Archibald va toi.

On, day 13 co hoi ctia t61. TAt ca nhitng gi t61 can lam 1a dung day, di dén ban anh ta va noi chuyén.
Tinh hudng t0i té nhat c6 thé xay ra 1a gi? Co thé anh ta s& khong bao gig noj chuyén voi t61 nira va toi
s& khong thé vuot qua thir thach sao? Puoc rdi, tot nhat 14 ding nghi vé diéu d6. Hay nghi dén nhirng
diéu kha quan. Tot nhat 1a khong nghi gi. D1 nao!

“Archie,” toi no6i khé khang trén duong dén ban anh ta. “Chiing ta c6 thé néi chuyén vé nhiing gi xay
ra ngay hom qua khong?”

Anh ta vira dinh trd 161 thi cira van phong mé toang.

“Xin chao, cac chang trai,” Sally dung dua céi gio ngay g& ban Archie va gd 1én hop but. “O, chi
con hai nguoi thoi a? Archibald dau?”

“Archibald 14 sa0?” tdi ngd nguoi. “Y co 1a gi? Anh ta dang ngdi day...”

“C6 mudn mot chiée sanwich khong Ngudi Méi Dén?” Sally hoi, choc ngdn tay son xanh vao vai
Archie.

“Sally,” anh ta huo tay trude mat Sally. “La to1 day!”

“Cheét tiet.” Sally nhay dung 1€n, suyt danh roi1 gi6 banh. “Cé chuyén gi vo1 anh the?”

Archie do mat, nhung khong noi gi.

“Chuyén gi thé?” C6 ta r& vao mai toc ngan ctia Archie nhu thé nd c¢6 van dé. “Chuyén gi xay ra
v61 anh theé?”

“MOot sai 1am,” anh ta 1am bam. “Sai 1am trim trong.”

“To1 dinh no1 thé. Va anh nghi sao ma lai cao rau vay? Anh trong khac qua.”

“Nay. Pau co6 can phai lam qua 1én nhu thé.”

“To1 noi1 thé thi anh hudng gi dén c6 Lucy?” Sally chong tay 1€n hong va nhin t61 cham cham. Du
nhd beé nhung c6 ta trong cling kha ddng sg néu muon.

“To1 chi nghi 1a ¢6 khong nén noi thang toet v kién ¢4 nhan ctia minh, thé thoi,” to1 1ui lai mot bude.
“Co6 lam Archibald thay khong thoai mai.”

“Du sao thi anh ay cling da trong rat khong thoai mai r61.”

“Lam sao co biét?”

“Chi can nhin anh 4y thoi.” Sally lu6t tay 1én toc Archie. “Anh 4y trong nhu thé vira bi xén.”

“Sao c6 lai ban tam?” To1 vac lai.

“Vigc gi dén c6?”

“Ngung d1,” Archie la 1én, ding bat day va dua tay ra. “Ca hai nguoi, ngung di.”

Ca hai ching t61 cung kinh ngac nhin anh ta. Tham chi Sally con hét 1€n vi strng s6t

“Chuyén gi xay ra voi phu nr thé?” Archie lic dau. “Tai sao céac nguoi cu mudn can thiép vao

cudc song cua to1 chur? Néu khong phai ba toi thi 1a co, Lucy, gio dén co nira Sally. Toi c6 in chir “that
bai’ ¢ trén dau khong?”

“Anh khong phai 1a ké thit bai, Archibald”, Sally lap tirc ldy lai binh tinh. “Nhung toc va rau la
mot phan con ngud1 anh va em khong hi€u tai sao anh lai mu6n thay do6i.” Vé hi€u chién cta c6 ta bién



mat, co ta trong that su lo ldng. “Em khong thé nao hiéu noi.”

“Archie, chung ta c6 thé nd1 chuyén riéng khong? Lam on di.” To1 nai ni.

Anh ta nhin tur t6i sang Sally va ngugc lai, roi vui mat vao 1ong ban tay. “C6 di dugc khong Sally?
T61 va Lucy can noi chuyén.”

“Puoc thdi,” cb ta trimg mat voi t6i va chdp ldy cai gio dang dé trén ban, “nhung néu co ta 1a ké
chiu trach nhiém cho di€én mao méi cua anh, thi em khuyén anh duing nghe 161 nao cua co ta.”

Cura van phong dong sam lai, t61 va Archie nhin nhau cham cham, chang ai thot nén 1o1.
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Archie 1a nguoi mo 101 trude. “Ng01 di, Lucy”, anh ta chi vao cai ghé tréng gan nhat. Toi kéo nd vé
phia minh roi ngdi Xuong, cam thay rat bon chon. Xir su nhu thé nay chang giéng Archie chit nio.

“Archie, t6i chi mudn ndi voi anh 1a. ..
Anbh ta dua tay 1én. “T61 noi truée, duge khong? D1 ma, td1 mudn the.”
T61 nhun vai “Cling dugc.”

Anh ta dua ra ghé va nghich cai kep bam gidy, hét mo ra roi gap lai. Lach cach - lach cach - lach
cach - lach cach - lach céach.

“Téi xin m& dau bang 16i xin 16i cho nhitng hinh dong ctia minh hdm qua. Trude gid tdi chua bao
g10 churi ngudi phu nit nao, Lucy. To1 that sy da rat khong dang va khiém nha.”

“Khong sao dau Archie,” to1 di di got chan thanh nhitng hinh ban nguyét trén tham.

“Hoém qua t6i c6 qua nhiéu cam xuc va toi khong biét cach kiém soat.”

“Archie...”

“Lam on,” anh ta lai dua tay ra. “D¢ t61 no1 hét. To1 nghi Iy do ma hom qua to61 hanh xir qua bat
thuong 12 boi ¢6 da cham triang diém yéu cua t61 khi co ndi ¢d nghi t61 ¢c6 don.”

T61 mo miéng dinh nodi, nhung lap tirc d61 ¥ va ngam lai.

“Toi da, dang, c6 don,” Archie noi tlep, ‘va khi ¢6 xuét hién phong van t6i thich co ngay lap turc,
nhung thuxmg thi c6 s€ chiang bao gio dé y y ké nhur toi. T6i nghi ¢6 ngoai tam vi ctia minh. .

T6i chang ngoai tAm vdi clia ai ca, nhit 1a v6i Archie.

“... 101 cO nhan viéc va thé hi¢n sy quan tdm td1 to1, t01 nghi do nhu la dinh ménh. To1 nghi t61 s&
hanh phtic, mdt 1an trong doi. To1 that su tin rdng moi thir sé€ thay doi...”

T6i cam thay miéng minh ddy nudc miéng, triéu ching thudng xuat hién mdi khi toi sap khoc, va toi
khé nhoc nudt xudng.

“... nhung c6 1€ c6 da dung, Lucy. Co 1€ t61 thich cdm gidc minh cam thdy khi & canh c6. Toi chi 1a
mot ké ngu ngdbc mé mudi voi y nghi minh duge yéu.”

Gigng Archie nghe that chan nan khi noi to1 tir ‘yéu’ va to1 nhin lén.

“Tinh y€u tudng nhu 1a mot cam xuc rat tuyét voi, ky diéu, Lucy, va t61 nghi chang c6 gi dau kho
hon yéu don phuong ca.”

. b0, diéu do vuot qua stc chiu dung cua t61. Nudc mat 1an dai xuong mit, chay qua miii va rot khoi
cam. To61 khoc cho minh, cho Dan, va cho Archie. T61 khoc boi vi anh ta xting dang vo1 mot ai do that
dac biét, thé ma anh ta lai phai long t61. Sao lai qua bat cong nhu thé chir!

“Lucy,” Archie diu dang. “Lucy, dung khoc ma. T61 khong dinh 1am c6 buon.”

To1 lac dau. Cuc nghen noi hong qua 16n nén t61 khong thé no1 nén 161.

“Day,” Archie dua cho to1 chiéc khan mui soa mau trang sach s¢.

Hanh dong quan tdim nay lam t61 cang nghen ngao hon va t61 guc dau xudng dau goi.

“Lucy, 1am on hiy noi gi d6 di. T6i cam thiy that kho s vi da 1am c6 khoc.”

“Archie,” t0i quet mat. Vét mascara den si dinh 1én khan mui soa va t6i vo chiéc khin trong tay. At

han t6i trong rat kinh khing, nhung t6i that su khong quan tam. “Anh phai tin la t61 khong bao gio muon
lam anh ton thuong. T61 that sy, that su khong muon.’

“Tbi tin ¢6,” Archie thi tham, ndm lay tay toi.

“Va t61 udc gi toi co thé noi cho anh biét Iy do tai sao toi & ddy, nhung t6i khong thé.”

Anh ta mim cuoi. “Vi c6 lam viéc ¢ day, Lucy.”

“Phai, khong, y toi 1a... Oi, t6i khong biét. Archie, c6 mdt diéu t6i phai cho anh biét. Toi that sy



muon gitp anh tim dugc tinh yéu.”

Anh ta lui lai va nhan mat. “Tai1 sao?”

“Hay nghi t6i 1a thién than ho ménh cta anh.”

“Gid ¢6 dang tré nén khong binh thuong ddy.”

“Pung, dai loai vay, nhung t6i c¢6 thé gitip anh, Archie. To6i biét 13 ti co thé.”

“Tb6i khong biét, Lucy,” anh ta tho dai. “Nhitng gi di xay ra lam t6i nghi c6 18 toi nén c6 don mot
minh thi hon.”

“Archie, ching ta c6 thé 1a ban khong? It nht ching ta c6 thé khoi dau tir 6 dugce khong?”

“Toi rat vui ¢o nguo1 ban nhu ¢6,” Archie budn ba nhin toi, “va chi vay thoi, khong hon.”

“Vay hay 6m to1 mot cai di,” té1 dua tay ra.

Chung t6i kéo ghé lai gan nhau va 6m, liic dau con nguong nghiu, nhung réi chit hon.

“Oi, 61,” mot giong ndi vang 1én noi ngudng ctra. “Chuyén gi dang xay ra & day thé?”

R rang Nigel 12 con 4c mong sudt budi chiéu hom d6. HE t6i dudi, xoay ngudi trén ghé hay dimg
1én d1 v€ sinh, 1a anh ta ngung bat cr viéc gi dang 1am va nhin t61 cham cham.

“Co chuyén gi?” t6i c4u kinh sau sau hay bay 1an bat gip anh ta tré méit nhin minh.

“Chang c6 gi,” anh ta v& nhur ndi voi vé thd o. “Chi thic méic khi ndo thi ¢6 mdi thira nhan 13 c6 va
Archibald la mot cdp.”

“Nghe Cho K¥, Nigel. Archie va t61 chi 1a ban, khong hon.”

“Vay tai sao vura ndy lai khdc va 6m nhau? Co tan anh ta hay anh ta tan c6?”

“Oi, Chaa oi!” t6i thd dai. “Archie va toi khong, va s& khong bao gid, gin doi véi nhau. Yéu
duong lang man hay bat cur cai gi khac. Chung toi chi 1a ban be.”

“Vay tai sao co6 khoc?”

“Do khong phai 1a viéc cua anh.”

“Vay ¢6 va Archie khong dinh mic nhu tinh nhan trong tiéc hoa trang t6i mai 4?”

“Car gi?”

Anh ta cudi dic ¥. “Chung ta mic trang phuc ua thich. Nh§ chwa?”

“Oi, t61 quén mat, Nige.”

T6i quay lai man hinh may vi tinh ctia minh, u6c ao c6 mot cai tai nghe dé nhét vag tai. Archie va
to1 da thong nhat 1a ban be, noi lo 16n nhat da dugce giai quyét, nhung to1 van con nhiéu thir phai ban
tam:

1/ Lam thé nao theo d&i cudc hen an tdi cia Dan va Anna t6i nay ma khong bi phat hién?

2/ Chi con ¢6 bay ngay, toi 1am cach nio dé tim tinh yéu cho Archie day?

3/ Liéu Troy c6 thira nhan 1a cau bé say mé xe lira dé Brian c6 thé vuot qua thir thach khong?

4/ Méc cai quai gi dén tiéc hoa trang day?

Viéc cap bach nhat trong danh sach la theo doi budi hen an tdi cia Dan va Anna. Moi thtr khac ¢

thé 1am sau. Anna khong ndi ho hen nhau may gid, vi vay ké hoach cua t6i 1a dén nha hang cang sém
cang tot.

T6i nhin quanh dé chic chin 1a khong ai nhin minh va 1én ngui hai pach. Eo oi, ti that sur bdc mui.
Chang thé nap duoc néu Dan va Anna c6 thé ngiri dugc khi t6i lai gan, toi pha1 vé nha thay d6. Toi
nhin déng ho: 5.29. T6i phai nhanh 1én méi dugc.
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Toi dang ding dudi voi sen, hat mot minh va cha xat mai toc day xa phong thi Brian chay am am 1én
cau thang.

“Lucy,” anh ta la 1é€n, nén thinh thich 1én ctra phong tam.

“Sa0?” t6i 1am bam, tai day bot xa phong.

“Xin 16i vi ph4 ngang, nhung t6i gip ¢ chut xiu dugc khong?”

“Ngay by gid a? Toi dang tam. Khong thé doi duoc sao?”

“Tbi e 1a khong. Tinh huéng khan cap.”

T6i thd dai, xa dudi dong nudc, roi tat voi sen, budce ra khoi bon tam, quan khin quanh nguoi.

“Chuyén gi thé?” t6i hé md cira phong tim. Nudc lanh nho giot Xuéng lung va to1 rung minh

“La Claire,” Brian trong c6 ve mét moi hon binh thuong. “C6 4 ay vira goi. Hinh nhu ¢ ay tién hanh
kiéu an va phan d6i nao do ngay trude nha Keith. Lic anh ta doa goi canh sat thi co 4y giat liy dién
thoai va khong chiu tra lai.”

“Anh dang dua phai khong?”

“Khong hé. Claire goi chiing ta dé du phong truong hop Keith vao nha goi canh sat.”

“Dy phong 13 sao? C6 4y mudn chl'mg ta lam gi cha?”

“T6i khong biét, nhung chung ta can dén @6 CSCT4.” Anh mat Brian truot xudng chd hé ciia cai
khan va anh ta hung hang ho.

“Brian,” t6i kéo khin tam chit hon. “Sao anh luén lo lang cho Claire vay? Anh thich c6 4y hay
sao?”

“Chac chan 1a khong!” anh ta lap bap. “C6 Ay qué tré va ching ta 13 tit ca nhitng gi co ay co. Néu
chung ta khong giup co ay thi ai giap bay gio?”

“Hay day.”

“Vay, ¢6 co di khong?”

T6i liéc nhin dong ho trén tay Brian. DA gan bay gid. L& nhu Dan va Anna d3 dén nha hang roi thi
sao? To61 khong muon dén mudn hon ho.

“Sao nao? Co c6 di hay khong, vi ching ta phai di ngay.”

“Duoc réi” cudi cung toi ndi. S& phai cd ging xoay x0, nhung t6i van c6 thé dén kip nha hang trong
khu Swiss Cottage luc tam gi¢. “Cho t61 mdt phit dé mac quan 4o va say kho téc.”

“Pong y,” Brian quay mit di. “Nhanh lén day!”

T6i lach qua anh ta, voi vd quay vé phong va lay quan 40. Claire dang choi trd quai quy gi thé?

Thénh Bob d3 néi co ta da bi canh cdo 1an cudi va gid co ta lai mao hiém voi luat 18 chi dé pha binh
Keith. Ching tdi phai ngin c6 ta pham phai sai 1am nghiém trong hon.

“Brian” to1i Vl‘J:a x0 bot vira la 1én. “T6i xong rdi.”
Claire dang ng01 bat chan chit ngil trén bai co dai trudc hién mot ngdi nha to 16n & Hampstead.

Troi lanh ngat va c6 ta dang run lay, bay, nhyng yvan khong roi mat khoi canh cira mau den, ngay cé khi
chiing t61 budc lao xao qua 16i di day soi tién Ve phia c0 ta.

“Claire,” t6i ctii xubng canh c6 ta. “Co ¢6 6n khong?”
Co ta lac dau.
“Co mac 4o gio6 cua to1 nhe?” Brian hdi, rat mot canh tay ra khoi tii ao khoac. “Troi rat lanh.”
_Claire lai lac dau, mat van dan vao ngdi nha. Cira s6 treo rém mong, nhung nguoi ¢ ngoai van co
thé nhin thay canh sinh hoat & bén trong.
“Sao co lai lam thé?” T61 thac mac, ngdi xudng. Toi ra hi¢u cho Brian ngoi, nhung anh ta lac dau.



“Béi vi,” Claire tra 11, nhich xa t6i mot chut, “t6i ching co6 co may nao dé vuot qua thir thach, vi
vay to1 chi muon tra thu ngay, trong khi van c6 the.”
nh‘“’Tré thti theo cach nay thi sao? C6 thi run 1ay bay trong khi Keith thi 4m ap va thoai mai & trong

a.
“Co mot a ¢ dong vién ¢ trong d6 v6i han,” ¢b ta kéo tay 4o phil miy ngon tay. “A ta & voi hin tir
to1 qua, do di thoa. To1 dang cho a ta budc ra ngoai.”

“Co ngodi day tir t6i qua sao? Chét tiét, Claire.”

“Lién quan gi dén c6 cha?”

“T6i nghi gid ching ta da vuot qua dinh kién “toi ghét cd’ roi,” t6i cd cudng lai thoi thuc dop lai
cO ta. “To1 nghi chiing ta 1a ban.”

“Ban bé quy hoa qua.” Cb ta liéc t6i sac 1ém. “Toi ching thiy c6 miy ngdy troi.”

Cb ta ndi ding. Mai mé v6i nhiém vu ctia minh va Brian, tdi chang hé nghi dén Claire.

“Tbi xin 16i,” t61 kep may ngon tay lanh ngat vao giira dui. “T6i c6 qua nhiéu viéc phai lam.”

“Rd 1a theé.”

“Vay,” to1 10 di giong mia mai cua c0 ta, “Keith phat hi¢n ra c6 & ngoai nay luc nao?”

“Khoang mdt tiéng rudi trudc. A kia md cira nhan banh pizza va nhan ra t6i dang ngdi day.”

“Roi chuyén gi xay ra?”

“Keith budc ra,” Claire co gdi 1én nguc va kep hai tay dudi nach, “va hoi i tai sao t6i lai ngdi
trudc cura nha han. To1 chang no1 101 nao, han lién rut dién thoai ra va canh cao s€ goi canh sat. b6 1a
luc t61 giat dién thoai va goi cho cac nguoi.”

“E hém,” Brian déng héng, mot tay mac 4o, mit tay du dua & sau lung, di qua di lai trudc cira.
“Nhan tién no1 dén canh sat thi ho dang...”

“Chay,” Claire la 1én, démg phit day va kéo t6i theo sau. “Chay di!”

Ca ba chung tdi van con thd hon hén lic do vao quan White Horse va kéo dén quay bar.

“Ché ruot ha?” ga phuc vu thic mic, nhudng mdt chan may.

“Khong.” Claire tra 161. “Canh sat. Cho ba panh snakebite[9s] di.”

Ga phuc vu git dau nhu thé chang la gi chuyén d6 va ldy ba cai ly tir dudi quay. Toi dinh phan ddi
va goi ly rugu trang, nhung Brian huych tay va lac dau.

“Ctr uéng di,” anh ta mip may méi.

“Anh thay xe canh sat that 42” T6i thi thio, nghiéng t&i gan hon.

“Khong,” anh ta toe toét. “Nhung n6 1am cb 4y bo chay, dung khong?”

Db céo gia. Anh ta sang sudt hon t6i, hay bat clr ai khac, that dang khen ngo1.

“Lai day,” Claire day mot ly vé phia t6i. “Ngbi di ndo.”

Chiing 61 ngdi quanh mdt cai ban trong goc phong. Brian va t6i nhap nhap thir ¢6 udng kinh khung

ctia minh, nhung Claire thi cha doai hoai gi dén ly bia ma nhin ddm dam vao khoang khong, khuon mit
cO ta con nhot nhat hon binh thudng.

“C06 6n khong?” t01 ngap ngung cham vao vai Claire, ma ctr nghi ¢ ta s€ hat tay minh ra.
“Khong,” Claire no1 bang giong nho xiu, sau thém “Khong, t61 khong 6n chit nao.”

_Luc ¢6 ta voi lay ly bia, nhifng ngon tay run rdy va mong tay ctt gd g0 vao thanh ly. Mot giot nudc
mat (ra ra tir mat phai va roi xuéng ma Claire.

“Claire!” toi hoang hdt Theo ban ning t6i vdi t6i va kéo cb ta vé phia minh. “Oi, Claire, dimng
khoc ma!”
Claire 1am t6i bat ngo boi co ta khong hé day toi ra, hay bao t61 bién di hay bét ctr gi khac. C6 ta

chi nép trong vong tay t6i, dé yén cho t6i om trong khi nirc nd khoc. Brian van dang nhim nhap ly bia,
nhung ctr ngd quanh quat ma khong dam nhin thang hai ching t6i. Anh ta khong phai 1a nguoi duy nhat



khong tin n6i 1a dang nhin thdy mit yéu dudi cua Claire. Toi that sy choang vang.

“Moi viéc s€ on thoi, Claire,” vén lon toc ra khoi mat co ta.

“Khong dau,” co6 ta 1am bam, né ra. “T61 nghi anh ta c6 nhd t61, nhung anh ta tham chi con khong
nhan ra 1a t61 da khong con trén doi1.”

66Ai?93

“Tat nhién la Keith. Thé c6 nghi t61 mudn né1 dén ai?”

Oi, Chta oi! Tinh cam c6 ta danh cho Keith khong phai la nhat thoi. Co ta khong chi kham phuyc tai
nang hay quan tdm dén anh ta bai anh ta 1a mot thi si nhay cam tinh nguyén lam viéc & trai chd. Co
ta..

“C6 yéu anh ta. D6 13 1y do ¢ quyét dinh vuot qua thir thach phai khong? Khong phai béi ¢6 mudn
bao thu, ma l1a vi ¢c6 mudn ¢ canh anh ta.”

“Pung,” Claire vén toc khoi mat ro1 kéo sgi1 day budc toc ra, xda tung mai toc ngay lung. Khong co
16p trang diém, co ta trong tré méng

“Nhung anh ta d6i xir v6i c6 chang ra gi. Anh ta ngii vi ngudi khac va cuoi nhao ¢ sau lung. Sao
cO co thé yéu dugc nguoi nhu thé chu?”

“Bo1i vi anh ta 1a nguoi dan 6ng duy nhat tirmg mudn t6i.”

“Y ¢6 1a gi?”

“Boi-vi-co-ta-chi-ngi-vi-mot-nguoi-duy-nhat,” ¢6 ta 1am bam, gidu mit trong tay.
“Cai gi?” t6i cui lai gan hon. “Co n6i lai di, toi khong nghe gi ca.”

“Boi vi anh ta 1a nguoi dan 6ng duy nhat ngi véi t6i.”

“To1 di v€ sinh ti,” Brian dot nhién ding day va lam dd ca méy cdc bia ra ban.

T6i nhin theo anh ta len 16i qua céac vi khach rdi bién mét trong nha vé sinh nam.

“Claire,” t6i quay lai ¢ ta, nu cuoi nd trén mit. “Toi nghi cd da 1am Brian kinh khiép khi noi dén
dé tai tinh duc ”

Claire 14y hai ban tay cha x4t mit va ngdi dua ra. “Gid ¢6 c¢6 thé cudi nhao t6i néu c6 mubn.”

Chuyén nay thi co gi dang cuoi chir? C6 gai muoi, tam tu6i. CO ta ngll voi mot nguodi, yéu anh ta,
roi tu van vi anh ta ngl v6i ngudi khic. D6 chic chin 1a cau chuyén that tinh dau kho nhat toi tu:ng
nghe, va lan dau tién ké tir khi chét t6i nhan ra rang néu nhu ¢6 mot 6 may thoi gian c6 thé dua nguoi
ta quay nguoc trd lai lac con song, thi to1 s€ dat Claire 1én c6 may ay chir khong phai minh.

To1 ném mui doi1 ndm murd1 bay tudi. To1 qua thiet tha mudn ném mui do1 dén noi to61 da khong ngan
ngai dang tang sy trong trang cho ga dau tién d¢ y minh. Anh ta lam trong quay hang ‘phong phi tiéu,
nhan phan thuong’ & cau tau Brighton va da oang oang, ‘c6 gai mic ao mau xanh that dep,” luc toi
cung mot nhom ban di ngang qua quay hang. Toi ty dong quay sang nhin may ngudi ban dé xem anh ta
dang ndi vé ai, nhu’ng r0i nhan ra minh la ngu6i duy nhat mac 4o mau xanh. T6i mGi mudi bay va
trudc d6 chua co ai khen t6i dep ca. Anh ta khoang hai muoi, toc den, qua ty tin voi ve dep trai cua
minh, va t61 quay lai lam quen. Anh ta n61 véi (61 anh ta 1a sinh vién truong dai hoc Khoa Hoc Thé
Thao va chi dang 1am thém trong dip nghi hé dé kiém thém thu nhap. That ra ching t6i chang hen ho
1an nao trudc khi ngii voi nhau, chi 1a budj t6i toi thuong ngoi lo lung ¢ quay hang, chuyén tro trong
khi anh ta lam viéc. Sau ba tuan t6i danh liéu hon anh ta va hao hirc mudn dang ting sy trong trang. Toi
vul vé dong y khi anh ta dé nghi chiing t6i ‘nam xuong mot lat” trén chd d4 cudi dudi cau tau. Moi viée
dién ra qua nhanh va du anh ta hira mai s€ hen ho voi t01, nhung r61 anh ta {0 toi di khi toi dén quay
hang vao to1 hom sau. Vai ngay sau t61 quay laj thi anh ta n6i 14 anh ta quyét dinh tré vé nha cha me &
Leeds trong miy tuin cudi cua ky nghi hé va rang, du da c6 nhitng khoang thoi gian rat vui vé véi toi
nhung anh ta that sy khong nghi hai-muoi-tuéi va mudi-bay-tudi cd thé c6 mot moi1 quan hé 1au bén.
T61 dau kho, tat nhién, vi bi ruong boé hon moi 1y do khac, nhung t61 da vuot qua duoc.

“Khong, Claire,” t01 lac dau dé quén di ky trc d6 va mim cudi day cam thong vt co ta. “Toi s€
khong cuo1 nhao ¢6. Nhung tai sao co lai dang tang su trong trang cho Keith chr? Tai sao 1a anh ta ma
khong phai ai khac?”



Co ta cudi va véi lay ly bia Brian dang dua ra. Anh ta quay lai ban voi may ly nudc bia moi va
mat do bung. To1 doan la Brian da uong vai ly ruou uyt-ky tai quay bar trude khi quay lai day.

“MQt dém no, & trudng cao dang tdi nghe duoc ban nhac Lust Boys trén dai,” Claire hdp mot
ngum, “va giai diéu ca khuc that sy lam t6i chan dong. N6 nhu thé ca khic dugc viét cho riéng t61, co
biét khong‘7 NO6 no1 vé su cod don va bi¢t lap, va to1 that sy rat thich, néu t6i va bat ctr ai viét du’oc
nhirng ca tu: ay gap nhau, ching toi s& thau hiéu nhau

“Vay roi chuyén gi xay ra?” Brian thic mic, gio trong da c6 vé thoai mai hon khi cau chuyén
chuyén tir chu dé tinh duc sang cam xtc c4 nhan.

Claire xoay xoay cdi nhan hinh dau lau trén tay phai va néi “To1 di voi mot c6 be 16p 12, ¢o gai
duy nhat toi di cung. Co be ciing theo gu Gothic, vi vay t61 hoi ¢o beé ¢o thich di ¢6 vil ban nhac Vo1
t61. Co bé dong ¥, vay 1a ching t6i di cling nhau.”

“Va roi ¢6 gip Keith?”

“Khong, khong phai tai budi biéu dién dau tién, nhung thy anh ta bing xwong bang thit that khong
tin no1. Khi anh ta cat 1én tiéng hat ca khuc t61 da nghe trén dai, t61 cam tudng nhu thé anh ta hat cho
riéng minh t61.”

“Vay lan dau tién co ngu v4i anh ta 1a khi nao?” t01 thac mac.

Claire nhe rang cuoi. “Sau lan thir tu, t6i ndi v6i ban 12 t6i mubn doi ¢ hau truong dé cho Keith ra,
nhung ¢6 be khong chiu. Ching t6i tranh cai quyét 1iét va co bé bo di, vay 1a t6i phai chd mot minh.
Hai muoi phit sau, mdt nguoi phu trach thiét bi di ra, vi vay t61 héi anh fa ban nhac ¢6 con & quanh
day khong. Anh ta nhin tir dau xudng chan to1 va cudi nhin nhé.”

“Roi sa0?” Tdi hoi tiép.

“Ro1,” Claire uong hét ly bia. “T61 ndi t61 s€ cho anh ta hai muoi bang néu anh ta c6 thé sap xép
cho t61 gap Keith. Anh ta nhan tién, tong mot cai trong 1én dudi mét chiéc xe tai mau trang dau bén
ngoai va bao to1 do1 ¢ trong.”

“Xe tai ha?”

“U D)

“Co khong vao, dung khong?” T6i hoai nghi nhin cd Ay khong chdp mit. “Claire, anh ta c6 thé 1a ké
hiép dam.”

“To1 khong ban tam,” ¢6 ta nhun vai. “Du sao thi mdt liuc sau ctra cling mo, Keith 1do dao budc
vao va cuoi voi toi. Anh ta ndi, ‘t61 nghe no61 ¢c6 muodn gap téi a, ¢cd gai tré,” ro1 anh ta budc td1 va
dong cura xe lai.”

“Va ro1 ¢6 quan h¢ véi1 anh ta ha?”

“To1 di vé sinh,” Brian nhdy ra khoi ghé ngay.

. Khong, khong phai ngay lap tirc.” Claire dung lai dé gam mong tay son may den roi, nhin lai t61.
“Dau tién t01 noi voi anh ta 1a ca khic cua anh ta rat c6 y nghia vo1 toi, roi toi bat dau tho 10 1a t6i co

don dén thé ndo va chang ai hiéu toi ra sao. Keith chi vudt toc toi va noi toi that dang yéu. Roi ching
to1 bat dau hon nhau...”

“Va viéc ndy dan t&i nhitng viéc khac a?”

“U.”

“Qi, Claire.”

“Sao nao? T6i mudn anh ta. Chung toi ndm trén san dudi xe tai bui bam, dau toi dap lén mit trong,
nhung d6i v4i toi nod rat dic biét. Toi khong cam thay minh 14 Claire béo 0. Toi cam thay dep va
quyéen rti. To1 1a nguo1 phu nit ma giong ca chinh ciia mot trong nhirng ban nhac dang 1én ctia London
muon ngu cung. Khong thé tudng tugng noi. To1 nghi néu to1 thir giong cho ban nhac, to1 s€ 1a mot phan
cua cufc doi anh ta...” Giong Claire nho dan va c6 ta buén ba nhin dam dam vao khoang khong.

To1 nhin xudng ban, tay v€ theo dau bia d§. Chang c6 gi dang ngac nhién, ma chi kinh khiing. To1
chi nghi dugc 1a néu Claire gan bo véi ai do tot hon Keith, néu c6 ay dang hién sy trong trang cho mot
nguo1 that sy bi€t cam thong, biét quan tam thi co6 ta van con sOng.



“Gid co dinh 1am gi?” t6i v&i qua bén kia ban, ndm lay tay Claire.

Co ta nhun vai. “To61 khong biét. To1 da cai nhau véi c¢6 gai ma thir thach bude t61 phai day dan
ghita. Co ta s€ khong nghe di¢n thoai cua to61 nita dau. Gio chang thé gitip ¢6 ta vao dugc ban nhac
nira. D6 1a thur thach cua t61, nhung t61 da quyet dinh ttr bd va gio s€ khong con ai yéu to1 hay nhd to1
ntra.”

“Khong phai dau,” dot nhién to1 nho dén cudc dién thoai ctia thanh Bob. “C6 van c6 co hoi thir hai
dé tim mot ai do that dic biét mél

“Y ¢6 13 sa0?” ¢6 ta thac mic, mit mo to.

“Trén thién duong. Hom no khi ndi chuyén voi Bob, 6ng ta noi voi t61 1a moi nguoi ¢ trén do cing
yéu nhau. Chi vi c¢6 chét khong c6 nghia 1 ¢ phai vinh vién c6 don.”

Khuon mat Claire sang r& nhu dira tre trong ngay Giang sinh va ching to1 cuoi nhu hai ke ngdc voi
nhau sudt ndm gidy trude khi ¢6 ta cup mit va van vo vién 4o.

“T6i xin 161,” ¢o ta 1am bam.

“Vi chuyén gi?”

“Vi d4 noi lung tung vé ¢6 va Dan khi ¢c6 méi dén. Chi 12 61 ganh ti. T6i ao wdc nhitng gi ¢o ¢6.”

“P3 c6 thoi Claire,” t6i budn rau. “Nhitng gi chiing t6i di co.”

“Phai. Du sao thi t6i ciing thanh that xin 16i. T6i that su 1a ké kho wa.”

T6i vgi lay ly bia ctia minh, dau nghi mong lung, va uéng mot hép. Dan. Claire vira néi t6i tén Dan
va mot tieng chuong bao dong vang 1én trong dau. To1 dinh 1am gi ¢6 lién quan tdi. ..

Chét tiét.

Dan va Anna sip gip nhau an t6i va t6i quén bang mat diéu d6. Toi nhin dong hd. D3 chin gio rudi.

“Claire,” t0i siét nhanh tay co ta roi tha ra. “T6i that su xin 16i nhung t6i phai di. Toi s& giai thich
sau, nhung t61 ¢6 viéc phai lam.”

“Cir di di, Lucy,” Claire cudi than thién. “That day. Di di. Toi biét 1a viéc d6 rat quan trong. Ping
lo gi ca. Brian s€ cham nom cho t61.”

T6i dimg 1én. Toi that su, that sy can phai di, nhung tdi van lo 1ang cho ¢ ta. “Co chic chir? Co s&
khong lam chuyén gi ngu ngéc day chir?”

“Khong,” Claire cudi twoi. “Toi hira. Gid di di, C6 Nang Dai Tay. Va chic may man.”
May man u? T61 dot nhién cam thay bat an. To61 chi dinh nghe 16m Dan va Anna. T61 can may man
lam gi chix? Chi 1a hai nguo1 ban di an t61 vo1 nhau thot ma. Phai khong?



CHUONG 31

“Xin 18i,” t6i lao vao nha hang Kung Po’s, tam ldy ngudi phuc vu dau tién minh thdy. “Toi dén gip
ban - Dan Harding va Anna Cowan. Ho con & day khong?”’

“Pi theo nhém hay ban cho hai ngudi1?” ngudi phuc vu hoéi lai, van veo thoat ra va nhin t6i chiam
cham.

“Chi hai nguoi.”

“Gio chang c¢6 cip ndo & diy ca.” Co ta dua tay chi vao nhitng chd trong xung quanh. “Vi khach
cuoi cung vira ve.”

“Nhung...”

Co ta duoi to1 bang cai gat dau cut lun va xoay lung di.

“C6 cap nao dat chd vao t6i mudn khong?” i lao t6i chin, suyt va phai con rong dugce dit trén
mot cai tru ngay gilta phong, chan mat duong xudng bép cua co ta. “Lam on, kiém tra giap t61i. Lam on
di, chuyén nay quan trong lam.”

“Khong c6 cip nao ca,” ¢ ta nheo doi mit den nhin mai toc dAm nudc mua va doi gidy dinh bun
cua to1. “Chi con ban dat cho tdm ngudi luc muodi gio.”

“Co co thé mo ta khach da dén khong?”” To61 danh liéu hoi. “Céd ngudi dan 6ng nao cao, toc den va
mot co gai toc vang khong?”

Co phuc vu nhun vai. “Co thé co, c6 thé khong, Nhieu cdp dén va di. Toi chi 1a phuc vy, khong phai
Colombo tai ba.”

Cb ta chang giup dugc gi, néi thém nira véi ¢o ta chi 1am ton thoi gian quy gia.

“Cam on c6,” t61 vO1 va ra khéi quan, chuong cura kéu leng keng phia sau khi t61 budc chan 1én he
pho am udt.

Dan va Anna di di dau nhi? Néu t6i chi m6i chdm chan mot chat thi ¢6 18 c6 thé bat kip ho. Toi hét
nhin sang trai lai sang phai tim manh moi. Ga tau di¢n ngdm nam & bén phai chi cach cho to1 dirng vai
mget, con tram xe buyt thi tit cudi duong. Anna song gan ga dién ngam duong Baker nén khong the di
bang xe buyt, vi vy c0.ay s€ vé bang tau dién ngdm, con Dan s& don xe buyt hodc taxi. Nhung 16 nhur
ho khong chia tay r6i vé nha thi sao? L& nhu ho dén mot quan bar trén duong West End hodc noi nao
khac thi sao? Toi s& khong bao gio tim duoc ho. Tdi dén qué tré.

Toi khép chiéc 4o khoac mong chit hon va riung minh. Mua ngy cang ning hat va tdi can chd ndo
do6 dé suy nghi trudc khi quay trd vé Ngbéi Nha Danh Cho Nhitng Ai Mu6n Tré Thanh Ma. Toi bang
qua duong chay dén tram xe buyt, len 101 qua dam sinh vién dang dimg tri mua. Xe 0 t6 lam ban tung
tée nhirng ving nudc trén duong, lam udt sting nhirng ai dam ca gan di bg trén 1é duong. Moi nguoi
tri. mua dudi bat ¢t mai che nao, bat ctr thir gi ho ¢6 duoc. Tham chi 16i ra vao cuia tram xe dién
ngam cling dong nghet, nhung co m(_)t phu nit nhat quyét tach ra, budc di trong man mua. Toi nhin co ta
len 161 qua dam dong, loang choang budc xuong dudng, tui xach tay deo bén ngudi1, mai toc vang hoe.

Do chinh la Anna!

Va c¢6 ay dang budc vao quan Kung Po’s.

T61 chay nhanh qua dudng, len 10i qua dong xe 6 0 va xe may, tim dap thinh thich lic do dy dung
bén ngoai cira hang quan 4o sat canh nha hang. Tai sao Anna lai di vao trong nha hang? C6 1& ¢6 phuc
vu d3 n6i dbi va cd mot doi dit ban lac muot gid. Dan ciing dang trén duong dén sao?

To61 chi vira dinh 1én vao nha hang thi tiéng chudng cua nha hang Kung Po’s lai vang 1én va Anna
budc ra, tai nghe dién thoai.

“Jess,” co Ay dang noi. “Xin 16i khong nghe di¢n thoai cua cu. T6 ra ngoai voi Dan, va lic Ve to
dé quén dlen thoai trén ban. Bi dugc nira duong vé thi t& md1 suc nhg.”

Co6 mot khoang ngurng Iac Jess tra 101.
“Guom da,” Anna cat ngang. “Moi thir rat tot dep. PBoi t& mot chiat duoc khong? Pung di dau hét.



Té c6 rat nhiéu chuyén mubn ké véi cau.”

Anna rao nhanh, doi giay cao got g0 loc coc trén he pho sting nuoc va to1 di theo sau, dau cii
xuong. Lic di ngang mot cai tii dyng day bao mién phi, t01 lay mot tg' va che trudc mat sao cho van
nhin thay g6t chan & ph1a trude lic co 4y budc vao nha ga xe dién ngdm Swiss Cottage, dua vao mot
buc tuong. Toi nep sat gitra hai may soat v¢, du gan dé nghe cau chuyén Anna dang noi voi Jess,
nhung cting du xa dé khong lam c6 ay chu ¥ dén nguo1 phu nit udt nhu chudt dirng gitta mdt viing nude
mua dang chui miii vao to bao.

“Co,” Anna dang ndi. “That ra Dan dudng nhu vui vé hon nhiéu so véi 1an cudi cing t& gip anh dy
va co ve rat thich nhitng gi t& noi... Khong, anh ay khong noi vé Lucy...”

Tim t6i dap 16 nhip. Dan khéng noi vé t6i 1an ndo sudt bira dn sao? Khong mot 1an nao a?

“Pung,” Anna noi ti€p. “T¢ cling nghi d6 1a mdt dau hiu tot. Jess, néu td tiét 16 voi cau dicu gi do,
cau co hura 1a s€ khong phan trng thai qua khong? Hura phai khong? Té nghi Dan dang tan tinh t6...

T61 suyt danh rét to bao ctia minh. Cai gi?

“Lic t¢ dinh rot day lai ly ruou cho anh 4 ay, anh 4y dat tay 1én tay t& dé ngan to dung rot qua day
Tat nhién 14 t& khong chiu va anh 4 Aay nhin t& bang anh mat... Pung, 4nh mat d6 va khong chiu quay mat
di... Jess nay, t¢ that su rat boi roi”

To1 ha to bao xuong va nhin ¢6 ay cham cham. Co ay dang choi tro quai quy gi thé? Bat cir khi nao
Dan nhin ¢6 ay thi cling 1a &nh mat ‘ngung cd ¢p t61 uong say bi ti nhu ban’. Ching t61 thuong tréu
choc viéc Anna thuong thich uong nhiéu nhu thé nao. Chi c6 mdt van dé 1a c6 ay khong thich say mot
minh. Ai cling phai uong cung, du thich hay khong.

“Tai sao t& lai boi roi ha?” Anna tiép tuc. “Béi vi Dan 13 hon phu cua Lucy, da 1a hon phu cta
Lycy, va t& khong hiu tai sao anh ay lai tan tinh t6, nhung c6 mot tia ltra gitta bon 6, Jess, mot sy ket
noi that su... Bung, t& co6 déap lai... Khong, khong phai nhu thé dau Jess. T¢ khong mudn chuyén nhu
thé xdy, ra, that day, cau biét la... Jess, doi mot phut dé, hay nghe to néi... To chi gip Dan boi vi t01
dang ¢ an ui anh ay. To khong c¢6 dung ¥ gi ca.”

~Anna im lang, theo t01 nghi thi Jess dang chat van co ay dang dinh lam cai quai gi. To1 khong thé
thay phan trng cia Anna vi c6 ay ding xoay lung v€ phia t61, nhung hai vai c6 ay thong xuong va trong
nhu thé dang thd dai suon suot.

Tho dai u? Co ay chang c¢6 1y do gi dé thé dai. Co ay dang tan tinh ban trai t61. Long trung thanh
cua c6 ay dau mat r61? Co6 ay giong nhu nguoi ban than nhat cua toi.

“Jess,” Anna noi. “Jess, ding gian té, nhung t& nghi té dang yéu Dan va t& chic anh ay ciing thé.
T& mudn anh ay 1a cha cua con minh.”

Thu gi do trong toi d6 v&. Toj chi cam thay tréng rong va nguc dau nhoi khi t61 lap té1 Anna va
dung hét sirc x6 ¢o dy. C6 ta ha hdc miéng vi kinh ngac va loang choang quay lai, bam lay vach tuong.
To1 day ]an nita va Anna nga xuong san, dién thoai r&t bén canh.

“C6 bi 1am sao thé?” Anna hét 1én, thm léy dién thoai va tii xach trén san nha ga ban thiu, quo
quang dung day.

To1 dinh mo miéng dinh dap tra, nhung roi ngam ngay lai. Lo1 canh cdo cua Thanh Bob vang 1én
bén tai. Néu toi néi mot 101 voi Anna thur thach cua to1 s€ bi huy.

“Tao biét may 1a ai,” ¢6 ta nhin tr ddu xudng chan t6i, Co ta dang cuoi, nhung mat thi lanh tanh.
“May la con mu cam quai di lén theo Dan. Tao khong biét gan day may c6 soi lai minh trong guong
khong, cung, nhung may chang thé véi toi anh ay dau. O, va kha ning chuyén trd clia may ciing rat
thap... tao nén nodi sao nhi? Ngu dan.”

T6i gio tay dinh tat Anna, nhung c6 ta tom 1ay c6 tay toi.

“Tao s€ khong lam thé néu tao 1a may,” c6 ta vén toc ra khoi mat. “Tao nghi may da gay du phién
phtrc r61 day nhi? Gi¢ thi xin 161 tao trong khi tao di gdp Dan va néi voi anh ay may quai di dén thé
nao.” Co6 ta cuoi tw man. “Tro choi cham dut ro1 ké that bai. Tao 1a nguoi thang.”

T6i v6 vong nhin co ta khoac tai xach 18n vai va khénh khang buéc di. “Nhan thé,” ¢6 ta quay lai,
“anh ta 1a mot nguo1i tinh tuyét voi.”






CHUONG 32

“Lucy... Lucy... Lucy... day di,” m0t giong nam khé& goi.

To1 1an nguoi va kéo chan trum kin dau. “bi1 di, Dan, em ghét anh.”

“Lucy,” van giong ndi d06, kién quyét hon. “Da chin gi¢r roi. CO can phai di lam.”

“Va anh cho rang anh yéu t61 a, @6 khon.”

T61 cam thay tam chdn 16ng vit b1 kéo khdi dau va hat chan d4 lung tung, “Bién di.”

“Tu chi bién d1 thi co, Lucy,” mot giong nit vang 1én. “Chung t61 chi dang c6 gitip chi.”

A1 dang ¢ trong phong to1 thé nay?

To1 lan lai va hé mé mot mat. Ban cung nha dang dirng ngay canh girdng. Brian dang xodan xoan
rau, Claire dang xoay xoay cai nhan dau lau quanh ngon tay.

“Chi 6n chtr Lucy?” Claire nhin to61 v&i1 vé quan tam.

To1 dat mét tay 1€n dau. Pau trai dau nhu bua bo.

“Pau t61 dau,” t01 noi.

Claire nhudng chan may. “Em chang ngac nhién. C6 1€ mong chi cling dau nira.”

“Cai gi?7” t61 voi tay xuong dudi chan, an 1én mot bén méng va suyt xoa vi dau. “Chuyén gi xay ra
Vo1 to1 the?”

“Luc vé nha c6 say meém,” Brian 1én tiéng, gidi phong bo rau va khoanh tay lai. “Co con ding
khong viing.”

“Va chi nga cau thang,” Claire thém vao. “Hai lan.”

T6i chép mat. Ching sung phong, dau nhirc, va du t6i ¢6 ¢& nao tdi cling chi c¢6 thé hé mit ra chut
xiu.

“Mat t6i cling ngd ludn ha?”

“Khong,” Claire tra 101, “nhung chi khoc, nhu mua.”

To1 nuot Hong t61 kho nhur the t61 da nuodt cat. “To1 cling gao rat to phai khong?”

Claire va Brian nhin nhau, dong thanh né1, ‘“Ptng. Rat to.”

“Chij rat, rat tic t6i mot nguo1 phu nit tén la Anna,” Claire thém vao.

Anna sao? C6 ay lam gi... Ky rc dém qua ao at tia v€; con mua, cudc dién thoai cua Anna, sy tha
nhan cta c6 ta, tran du cua chung to1, anh mat xau xa cua Anna khi c6 ta n6i voi to1 Dan 1a mot ngu’cn
tinh tuyét voi, Dan. Dan cua 01. Ngum tinh tuyét voi. Mat toi ngan ngan nhing giot 1¢ gian dir nong
hoi. Sao anh 4 ay c6 thé 1am thé véi toi chir? Sao thé? Anh 4y tirng noi s€ khong song néi néu co diéu gi
d6 xay dén voi toi, vay ma t0i chi mai chét c6 nam phut thi anh ay da ngu vo1 mot trong nhiimg nguoi
ban than nhat ctia t01 Toi s€ khong bao gio quan h¢ v&i ngudi ban nao cua anh a ay néu moi chuyén xay
ra nguoc lai va anh ay chét trude. Khong bao gid. Anh ay dang nghi cai quai quy gi thé?

T61 dén thang mot quan ruou sau tran dau voi Anna, khong phai quan, White Lion (t61 khong muon
bi nguoi quen bat gap) ma 13 quan ruou dau tién toi nhin  thay. Toi da noc can ba hay bon ly ma co-
Tro1-méGi-biét-do-1a- -gi, trude khi goi mot chai rugu va ngoj trong mot goc, mot minh uéng hét. Sau 4o
t6i khong thé nhd gi nira. Toi khong thé nhé 1am sao ma vé dugc dén nha, vao trong, hay nhitng diéu
ma Brian va Claire vira néi. T61 cam thay bat ngo, kinh khing, ghé torm.

“P4y,” Brian 16i ra mot cai thau tir gim giuvdng. “C6 khi ¢6 lai can nd.”
“O1, Chua o1!” Claire than, nhay Iui lai va nhan mti. “Lam on dung ma.”
) ) y :
T61 6m 1ay cai thau, ndn ge, nhung chang co gi ra.
“To1 ¢b ké chuyén da xay ra khong?” Toi1 hoi luc dat cai thau xuong nén nha.
\}]. y \ A :
“Cd,” ca hai dong thanh, “nhi€u lan.”



T6i nhan mat. “Xin 16i.”

“Hom nay c0 c6 dinh di 1am khong?” Brian hoi, nhin dong ho. “Hodc c6 can ching to1 dién bao
bénh cho ¢6 khong?”

“Khong, cadm on,” To61 xpa xoa cai dau dau. “To1 phai di lam. Du ¢é chét to1 cling phai tim dugc
tinh yéu cho Archie. T61 chang dé cho Anna givong mong vuot quanh Dan dugc. Mu d6 ding hong.”

Brian nhudéng chan may. Trong nim phut qua anh ta nghe tdi churi thé con nhiéu hon ca hai tuan
cong lai, nhung to1 thét su khf)ng ban tam.

“Lucy,” Claire ngdi Xuong mép gluzong va dap vao chan t6i. “Néu c6 viéc gi chi can bon em giup,
thi bon em san long. Ca em va Brian.”

Brian gat ngay. “Dung nhu vay.”

“Cam on hai ban,” t61 mim cuo1 vo1 ca hai.

“A,” Claire dua cho t6i mot tii ni 16ng dung thtr gi d6 tréng nhu ludi va ren. “Pung quén mang
theo n6 di lam.”

“Pay 1a gi?” T6i thic méc, nhin vao trong tii.

“Chi vai mon do cta em thoi. Toi qua, lac khong la 16i vé Anna, chi lai huyén thuyén vé cong viéc
gi do s€ xay ra hom nay.”

“Cong viéc gi chi?”

“Em khong biét,” Claire tra 101. “Chi ¢ n6i di néi lai 1a “Téi s& 1a Madonna, t6i s& 14 Madonna’.”

T6i ngay ra nhin c6 y. Sao t6i lai muon lam Madonna nhi?

Archie don chao t6i dén cong ty bang nu cudi tuoi réi. “Chao, trua réi. Chao mimng cd quay vé voi
chung t61. To61 co thé noi 1a trong c6 tai xanh khung khiép.”

T6i ép ra mdt nu cudi. “Toi nghi tdi qua t6i d tim minh trong con.”

“Co khong udng say vi chuyén da xdy ra gitta chiung ta ddy chr?” Nu cudi ctia Archie bién mat.

“Khong, khong.” Toi lac dau. “Khéng phai vi chuyén d6 dau.”

“Toi rat mirng, vi to1 that su mudn chung ta la ban be.”
£ “ghﬁng 12 ban ma Archie. Chi c6 ban bé mdi co thé néi t6i trong kinh khing ma khong bi danh vao

au.

Anh ta toe toét. “Tét boi vi trong c6 nhu thé dang xu 16ng nhim.”

T6i dinh danh vao dau anh ta, nhung bung con cao khing khiép. T6i can ngdi xudng ngay néu khong
s€ noOn ra cai ban qua ngan-nap cua Archie.

“Gap anh sau,” to1 ldo dao bu:oc di.

Chi khi da tha phich nguoi xuong ghe t61 moi nhan ra Nigel khong mac quan Jean va_ 4o dong phuc
nhu thuong ngay. Anh ta mac mot cai ao choang nau to twong voi mét cai mu trim dau gan nhu che hét
khuon mat.

T61 huych anh ta. “Sao anh dn mac nhu Friar Tuck[o6] thé?”

“Obi-Wan,” anh ta van khong roi mét khoi man hinh.

“Ha? Ai thing cai gi?”

“Lucy,” anh ta nhin t6i nhu thé t6i ké ngu ngdc nhat trén hanh tinh. “T6i. An. Mac. Nhu. Obi-Wan
Kenobi. Trong Chién Tranh Gitra Cac Vi Sao. Ngay cai trang. Nhd chua?”

T61 nhin xudng cai tai trong 1ong va 161 ra may mau ren. Mot cai giong nhu bude trén dau, mdt cap
gang tay hd ngén. Dudi cung 1a cai vay ngan vai bong chéo cua t61, va chuoi hat cung mat thanh gia
chac chin khong phai cua t61. Tat nhién, hom nay la ngay cai trang. Con hon ca karaoke, diéu toi1 thich
la Madonna nhirng nam 1987. Claire y€u dau.

“CQ nén thay trang phuc ngay di,” Nigel noi. “Graham s€ lam am I€n n€u anh ay nhan thay c6 chua
thay do61.”



“Vay Graham va Archie thi sao?” T6i 1& di 161 khuyén. “Ho dang mic dd binh thudng.”

Nigel nhtin vai. “Graham sé& thay sau. Anh 4y luon doi dén phtt chot méi thay, nhung Archie nén
lam CSCT. Cau ta biét ro hau qua ma.”

“La gi?”

“Co s& biét ngay thoi. Gid di thay trang phuc ngay di.”

Thay d6 trong phong vé sinh nit chat choi chang phai 12 ¥ hay. Hai 1an toi buén nén va phai hit that

sau khi t61 loang choang di vé ban 1am viéc trén doi bot den cao ngit ngudng, chudi hat kéu lach cach
quanh co va cai 40 ba 16 bang ren.

“Trong qua quay ddy c6 Brown,” Nigel nhan xét luc t6i ngdi xudng.

“That sao, to1 dinh lam Madonna, d6 ngoc a.”

“That sao? Trong hanh tinh Gothic nao vay?”

“Nay, im di, Pau Dat,” t6i danh vao dau anh ta. “Anh thi biét gi chi?”

T6i nhin man hinh va chuan bi gd ban phim, nhung van khong yén véi cam gidc c6 ai d6 dang nhin
minh. To1 xoay ghé mdt vong. Archie dang cudi1 voi toi tir phia bén kia phong.

“Cai gi?” to1 hoi bang khuon miéng, khong thanh tiéng.

“Khong c6 gi,” anh ta tra 101 va lac dau.

T61 nhe nhom vi chiing t61 da giai quyét dugc van d¢ sau cude chuyén tro ngan hom qua. Co vé nhu
Archie thoai mai & quanh t61 hon va da thoi nhin t61 cham cham v&i dnh mat thi€u ndo ‘t61 nghi to1 yéu
em’. Nhung van con mQt van d€ quan trong - to1 chi con sau ngay dé tim nguo1 yéu cho anh ta.

To6i nhin man hinh chdm chii, ngoén tay sin sang trén con chudt. Gio 1am gi day? Khong thé vao
dugc trang web hen ho. Phai mat it nhat mot tuan dé dang ky, dién hd so cho Archie, chd ai do6 thich
anh ta, trao do1 email va sap x€p mot cudc hen. Va ching t61 dau c6 td1 mot tuan. To1 g0 ‘hen ho &
London’ vao thanh cong cu va cho doi.

Tim tinh yéu trong gid an trua? Khong, nd nghe hoi giong hen ho toc dd va hily xem moi viéc dién
ra nhu thé nao tai buoi hen trudc.

Hen ho va1 Gay[os] va Lesbian[97]? Khong.

Ban dong hanh & London? Chéc chan 1a khong. Toi can tim nguoi yéu cho Archie, khong phai chan
dai tam bg.

Hen ho qua webcam? Khong, Archie qua nhut nhat (va rat nguy hiém néu anh ta 1lam déi phuong
chan khi cur n01 veé cac ddc tinh k¥ thuat ctia webcam phia bén kia.

Cai toi can 13 chd nao d6 1am Archie cam thay thoai mai va thich hop voi anh ta. Toi nhap chuot tir
trang web ndy sang trang web khac, doc ludt qua, cho dén khi, rdt cudc, thir gi d6 dap vao mit - tiéc
hen ho cua DJ Kirk.

Kirk. .. tri 6c toi bat dau chay dua. Sao cai tén Kirk lai giong 1én tiéng chuéng nhi? Khong, khong
phai tleng chuéng, ma giong am thanh bao dong khan cap hon. Aha! Thuyén truong Kirk. Trong bo
phim Star Trek. Di nhién. Archie timg n6i voi toi 1a anh ta rat thich loat phim truyén hinh nay. Co 18
anh ta s& chiu tham gia thtr_gi d6 c6 lién quan dén Star Trek. Chic phai c¢6 vai fan nit him md Star
Trek. Thatra thi trong mot lan say Jess tung thira nhan 12 rat thich Jean Luc Picard[os). T6i da nhan tim
tréu gheo c6 Ay may tudn lién vé chuyen do.

Toi g _Star Trek’ trén Google va bat chéo ngon tay. Mt t6i dan vao man hinh... Pung r6i! ... Co
mot va dién ra vao cuoi tuan. Bung la dinh ménh.

Archie cudi twoi roi khi t6i nhan nhi di vé phia ban anh ta, cdy thanh gia cta t6i kéu lanh lanh nhu
chuong nha tho.

“Trong rat hop day Lucy,” anh ta nhuéng chan may. “C6 dinh lam c6 gai noi...”

“T61 1a Madonna.”

“A. Tat nhién r6i. T6i ngdc that.”



“Vay phuc trang cua anh dau?”

Anh ta nhun vai. “T61 khong c6.”

“Sao khong?”” t01 nho giong thi thim. “Anh biét 1a s€ bi phat néu dn madc xau nhat hay khong hoa
trang ma dung khong?”

“Tat nhién 1a t61 biét,” trong Archie chang hé buc bdi ti nao. “To61 da 1am ¢ day ba nam. To61 chi
mét moi vi cr phai lam theo 161 nguo1 ta bao.”

To61 mong Archie khong 4m chi dén vi€c t61 thay doi dién mao bén ngoai cua anh ta.

“Khong, khong,” anh ta néi ngay, nhu thé doc dugc y nghi cua to61 qua vé mat. “To1 khong no1 vé
cO. Chi 1a t61 nhan ra minh can phai hoc tu dirng bang d61 chan va tu chiu trach nhiém vé cudc doi
minh.”

“Cha, that hay,” t61 tan thanh quan diém mai tich cuc clia ban minh. “Nhéan thé, cudi tuin nay anh
dinh lam gi?”

“Chang co6 gi dac biét,” anh ta lac dau. “Sao?”

“La mot bat ngd, nhung anh s& thich, tin té1 di.”

“T61 tirng tin ¢6 161, nhd chit.” Archie vuot tay qua mai toc va nhay mat véi to1. “Va roi bi xén nhu
mot con curu.”

T6i nhit cai bia hd so trén ban ném anh ta. “Dep hon ga nhéch nhac gay gio xuong trudc kia day.
Du sao d1 ching nita anh ciing s& thich ké hoach ngay mai ctia toi. Gip toi tai duong Edgware lac 10
gio sang.”

“Ga tay dién ngdm duong Edgware luc 10 gid sang,” anh ta gd cudc hen ndy vao lich cong tic ca
nhan. “Thé nhé.”

T6i cudi tuoi r6i v4i anh ta va lao dao di vé ban véi cam giac tw min nguyén v6i chinh minh. Toi
chi biét la anh ta s€ thich trién 1am Star Trek.

“C¢ ai dung sandwich khong?” mdt giong n61 vui vé vang 1€n bén tai.

T6i giat minh va gd tir sdlsflkds vao mau don mua vé trién 1am Star Trek.

“Sandwich khong c6 Brown?” van giong noi éy va toi nguérc lén.

Sally dang ding canh ban t61, trong rat bat mat trong chiéc quan jean théu ryc r&, vay xoe mau

xanh, gidy thé thao mau hong va 4o vest limg hong bo sat ¢6 hinh con budm & phia trude. Lung co ta
con deo mot cap canh.

“C6 mudn an gi ndo?” ¢ ta hoi, dung dua cai gid ngay gan dau toi trong rat nguy hiém.

“Néu co con thi cho toi mot banh mi que gidm bong va phoé mat,” toi nhan nit xoa rdi dién tén minh
va Archie vao mau.

“Co va Archie dinh tham gia trién 1am Star Trek a?” Sally nhin qua vai toi.

To1 li€c co ta. “Ding va nhd mi¢ng cai miéng bép xép cua co lai, d6 1a mdt bat ngo.”

“Vay la sao?” ¢ ta hoi, dat chiéc banh to1 yéu cau 1€n ban va dua tay ra lay tién. “Mot ki€u hoi 161
vi da cat hét toc anh ay a?”

“A1r.” To1 dat hai bang rudi vao long ban tay ¢ ta, udc gi ¢6 ta vo doi canh nhé bay di.

“Cam on.” C0 ta xoay nguoi di, ro1 ngodi lai, nhin tr dau xudng chan to61 ré1 nhan mili. “Sao co an
mac nhu vii cong thoat y vay Lucy?”

To1 dao tron mat. Chang 1€ tat cad moi ngudi trong can phong nay qua tré nén chang ai nhd dién mao
Madonna truéc giai doan disco sao?

“Boi vi,” ti the dai, “diéu toi thich nhat trén doi 13 maa thoat y.”
“MObi ngudi mot s& thich,” ¢6 ta nhin vai. “Co dodn xem tdi 1 ai?”
“Thanh vién ban nhac nit nao d6?” t61 doan dai.

“Khong phai.”



“MGdt nang tién?”’

“Gan dung.”

“T61 thua. Co 1a ai?”

“To1 1a bratz[99].”

Wow. That diing cam, dam tu thura nhan minh la brat[100]. C6 1€ t61 nén dn mac nhu mot thay ma,
mot ba mai bao dong. Néu vay i chi can xd1 tung ti quan 4o cua minh 1én 1a du phuc trang.

“To1 khong nghi ¢6 la mot brat. Hoi 1oe loet, nhung khong phai 1a mot brat.”

“Mot Bratz, ngbc a.” Sally gidm mot chiéc giay thé thao mau hong 1én tAm tham mau xam.
“Jader[101] v&éi phong cach Thot Trang Phu Thiy, néu ¢6 mudn biét rd hon.”

“A, ra vay,” toi van khong biét c6 ta dang noi gi. “Co trong rat tuyét.”

“Co goi cam khéng?”” C6 ta toe toét, nhiin nhan. Poi canh 14p lanh trén lung dwa qua dua lai.

“Um, chic roi.”

“Tuyét. T6i dd hy vong thé.” C6 ta la 1én vui sudng rdi bang qua bén kia phong, quet cai gié banh
vao dau nan nhan tiép theo.

T61 quay lai vo1 mau don dang ky cuia minh va khung lai 1iic nhdn ra ho chi chap nhan dang ky bang
thé tin dung trén mang. Tét ca the tin dung trong vi da bién mat rat kho hiéu khi t6i dén Ng01 Nha Danh
Cho Nhirng Ai My6n Tr6 Thanh Ma, nhung t6i van con it tién mit (ngoai hai tram d6 la bi an ludn xuat
hién mdi khi toi hét tién). Toi phai g01 du:ong day néng.

“Xin chdo,” toi thi thAm. “T6i rat muén mua vé tham dy trién 1am Star Trek cudi tuan ndy, nhung
thé ngan hang cua t01 gap chat truc tric. Toi tra bang tién mat dugc khong?”

“DPuoc,” ga tu van vién dap nhu mot cai may nhu thé da tra 10 cau hoi nay hang nghln 1an roi.
“Néu c6 dén vin phong trude sau gid chiéu nay. Qua gir d6 s& khong mua duogc vé nira.”

“T61 biet. Sau gio chiéu. Pugc, khong van de gi.”
~ Ta1 cip may va nhin dong hd. Pa mot gio rudi, va chang c6 dau hi¢u nao chirng to ti€c cai trang sé
bat dau som.
Nhung bira ti€c chiang quan trong. Bang bat clr gia nao t61 cling phai c6 may tam vé do.

Luc hai gio, van phong dot nhién t6i thui. Toi liéc sang Nigel nhung anh ta trong van binh chan nhu
vai.

“Sao ty nhién dén lai tat hét vay?” toi thi thao. “T6i chang thiy gi ca.”

Anbh ta ruat tai nghe ra. “Co dang n6i chuyén voi té1 a?”

“U,” t6i thd dai, “d6 1a 1y do t6i nhin anh va mip may mdi. Sao dén lai tat hét vay?”

“Tiéc cai trang ctia cong ty chuan bi bat dau.”

“Trong bong t6i sa0?”

“Sg sang 1én,” anh ta cuoi bi hiém. “Khong sao dau.”

Té1 nhin quanh phong, phan nao trong doi cac dong nghiép nhay cang 1én va ban phao hoa kim
tuyén, nhung moi ngudi van khong roi mat khoi man hinh may vi tinh, tay gd ban phim lién tuc. Chi c6
duy nhat trang phuc la khac ngay lam viéc thong thuong. Ga dong nghlep hoa trang nhu miéng thit
nuéng voi tuong 6t chay xuéng mat (hodc 1a thé hodc 1a anh ta gap tai nan giao thong nghiém trong
trén duong di lam) & bén kia phong that sy 1am t61 an twong. Nhung ngay ca anh ta cling dang lat tirng
trang sach.

T61 nhin Nigel lai, nhung anh ta da deo tai nghe.

“Nige,” lay cdy thudc choc choc vao hong anh ta cho dén khi Nigel thao tai nghe ra. “Chiing ta
dang c6 tiéc va khong co ai to ra hao hirng. To1 khong hiéu n6i.”

Anh ta thd dai. “Khi ¢6 da lam ¢ day 1au nhu chang t61, Lucy, c6 s€ khong trong mong tiéc hoda
trang dau ma s€ sg.”



T61 ngo ngac. Lay Chia, mot bira tiéc co thé t& dén mirc nao day? Du la gi thi cling t6t hon cam cui
trén may vi tinh ca ngay dung khong? Tbi vira dinh hoi Nigel thém vai cau thi dot nhién phong lam
viéc nha 1én mau cam, do, xanh duong va xanh [4 cdy. Anh dén laser sin khiu bat ngd xuat hién ki
diéu trén ban Graham va tiéng nhac hon tap phat ra tir dan am thanh trong c6 vé dat tién canh do.
Graham dang ding sau ban minh, cuo1 dén tan mang tai.

“Thua cac quy 6ng va quy ba,” anh ta hét 1én, vin nho nhac xudng va vo tay.

Céc quy ba? Chang phal g day chi c¢ minh t6i 14 nit sao? A, c6 18 khong. Sally dang ngdi xom canh
ban Archie, chuyén tro s61 noi va vay vay tay.

“Thua cac quy ong va quy ba,” Graham 13p lai, “bura tiéc s¢ bat dau trong nim dén muo1 phut nira,
ngay sau khi 101 thay xong trang phuc Sau do, chung ta s€ ti¢c tung, to1 s€ quyet dinh ai 1a nguoi hoa
trang dep nhat Va xau nhat. Gio' Joe s& chuyén khap phong hop quyén gop tién. Moi ngudi hiy hio
phong nhé nao.’

Chang thiy ai ndi gi nén anh ta vin nhac to 1én va di ra khoi van phong. Joe, hoa trang nhu ac quy
Dracula lac lac cai hop mau vang ngay trudc mat toi.

“Dong gdp nao Lucy, it nhat 1a nAm bang vi hdm nay phai &n mic nhu dira quai dan.”

“Néu anh ghét an mic nhu thé nay dén vay,” to1 tha mot dong tién vao hdp, “thi sao khong Ién tiéng
phan nan?”

“Graham s6 hiru cong ty nay Lucy,” Nigel véi lay vi. “Bat ctr diéu gi anh ta noi, néu c6 khong thich
thi c6 phal ra di. Pon gian thé thoi.”

Toi tat may vi tinh. Tiéc do hoi hay khong do hoi thi tdi cling khong lam viéc nita. “Nhung anh ta
chang thé sa thai anh vi ghét ti¢c hda trang, nhu thé khong...”

Co6 mot tiéng gd am T trén ctra van phong.

“Chac 1a Graham,” Nigel cat 101. “Co nén dung day Lucy. C6 s€ khong mudn bo 16 chi tiét nao
dau.”

T6i ding 16n khoi ghé va thin trong chd cira van phong mo ra.

Oi! Chtia 1ong lanh.

Graham Wellington, it nhat t6i ciing phai nhan ra d6 1a anh ta, dang dua vao ngudng ctra. Anh ta
mac quan by da mau den, mot cai quan dui bang cao su mau den, mang d6i bot ham ho, mot cai ao
glap gi-1€ bang xich pho ra tron ven nim vu va bd 1ong nguc ram ri, va... t61 mac nghen... mat na
bang cao su mau den pha hét ca dau.

Va anh ta khong di mot minh.

 Tay anh ta dang gitr mot soi day dat cho. Soi day d6 gan voi mot cai vong o cua mot nguoi phy nir
thap, iy voi mai toc den dai dén that lung. Cb ta lao dao di vao phong trén d6i gidy cao ngat ngudng,
a0 16t chén mau dé va den, quan chén mau do.

T6i xoay sang nhin Nigel, miéng ha ra roi ngdm lai nhu con ca hép khong khi.

“Cai quai quy gi thé?” t6i lap bap.

“Thua ¢ Brown, d6”” Nigel cuoi, “la bang chirng cho s¢ thich cua anh ta.”

“Lam toi mudn 61.”

Nigel cudi khanh khach. “S&M. Nam ngoai anh ta ciing mic y nhu thé, nhung nguoi-phu-nit-thi-
moi.”

“Co talaai?”

“C6 troi méi biét.”

T61 quan sat Graham khénh khang di dén gitra phong va ra hi¢u cho Joe nho nhac lai, vira bi thoi
mi€n, vua khlep s¢ cung mot lgc. A Cho i Theo cuoi twoi roi va loang choang theo sau nhu thé bi
dan vao mot phong ]am viéc bang soi day dat ché 1a diéu binh thuong nhat trén doi. D6 1a diéu ky
quai nhat to1 tirng thay Iic song. Va chét.

“Vay 1a,” Graham réng 18n, 16p cao su trén mit anh ta co gidn khi anh ta mé miéng. “dén lac bo



phiéu cho trang phuc dep nhat. Hay that cong bang, 14 phiéu cua cac ban s& quyét dinh ngudi chién
thang. T61 nghi ¢6 ba rng cir vién dé€ binh chon. Pau tién, t61 muén d¢ cur Mark véi trang phuc, thit
nudng, t61 nghi do 1a thit ngdng chir khong phai 1a mang trinh khong 16. Nguoi thir hai, to1 tr dé cu
minh. Va thtr ba, t61 mudn dé ctr cd6 Lucy Brown vai trang phuc ndi loan tuyét dep.”

To1 ha hoc miéng va tim 12y cdy thanh gia cua minh. Nigel cuo1 khay.

“C¢ ai dé cur khac khong?” Graham hoi.

Chang ai noi 101 nao.

“Vay dén dé ctr cho phuc trang xAu nhat thi sao?” anh ta tiép tuc. “Toi dé ctr Archibald vi chang c6
chut thién chi nao. C6 ai khac khong?”

Mot lan nira, chang c6 tiéng ndo. Archie dang dung canh Sally ngay chd ctra, nhin chim cham
xuong chan.

“DPugc ro1,”Graham noi. “DBén luc bo phiéu. A1 bo phiéu cho Mark?”

Mark va gi ngdi canh anh ta gio tay lén.

“Vay 1a hai phiéu cho thit nuéng mang trinh ctia Mark. Ai bo phiéu cho Lucy N6i Loan nio?”

_Archie, Sally, Nigel, Joe va Geoff gio tay 1én. Hai g & phia bén kia van phong ciing thé. Toi trimng
mat nhin ho.

“Va bo phiéu cho t6i va quy cd Whiplash dé thuong day?”

Tay toi dua 1én nhu nhiéu ngudi khac. Tai bat chéo ngdn tay va nham dém nhanh trong dau. Lam on
hay dé s6 phiéu cua anh ta nhiéu hon toi.

Grahm dém tay va cuo1 tuoi roi. “Toi thang, hahaha.”

“Chang c6 gi la,” Nigel thi thao. “Nam nao anh ta chang thing.”

“Boi vi t6i 12 ngudi dan ong dang yéu,” Graham gii gii mot dau vl ctia minh. “T6i s& chia sé phan
thudng voi cac ban. Sdu chai sam panh. Vui long mang chiéc cup nhua ra day. Nguoi thua s€ chiu phat
sau.”

Chét tiét. T6i quén mat sau chai sam panh. T6i nén khuyén khich moi ngudi bo phiéu cho minh chu
khong phai trirng mat, nhung Nigel ctr n61 hoai vé hinh phat cuia nguoi thua lam t61 ctr trdng phan
thudng cling s€ rat khing khiép. T61 quay sang Nigel dé néi nhung bi tiéng nhac bum-bum-bum ma
Graham vira van 1én at mat.

“Sam panh khong?” Thit-Nudng-Mark dua ra mot cai ctp bang nhua.

T6i cam lay cai cap. “Rot day di!”

Lic bon L 210 rudi t61 dé say va chuyén trg voi bat ctr ai trong tim voi. Pa s6 moi nguoi doan gia
doan non c6 Whiplash 1a a1, Geoff nghi ¢6 thé do 1a vo Graham (t61 chi ra Ia anh ta chua ¢6, gia dinh),
Joe doan cd ta 1a ngudi miu chuyén nghiép clia S&M va cang say thi Nigel cang. chic chin co ta [a

thude dang cap chuyen nghi¢p khac thuong. Khong ¢6 gi khg hi€u. Toi nghi chdang c6 ngudi phy nit nao
dong ¥ 1am “chd” cia Graham, trir phi nguoi d6 dugc tra tién.

T6i vira dinh dé xuét  thay dia nhac kinh khung cua Graham bang loai ndo d6 it kinh khing hon ltic
anh ta tat nhac. “Puoc r6i m01 nguoi,” Graham gao 1én. “Dén luc phat ngu’orl thua.”

Vai gi reo ho. Archie van ding trong goc phong voi Sally, bude dén gan cira hon.

“Q, khong, khong phai,” Graham vira réng vira loang choang di vé phia Archie. “Vui 10ng ra giira
phong phong anh Humphreys-Smythe.”

Archie khoanh tay va quic miac v6i Graham. Chiang ngudi nao dam ho hé.

“Lai day ndo,” Graham liu ca ludi, chop lay tay Archie. “Tiéu thu Whiplash dang kia s& phat vao
mong chi.”

Nhu duoc ra hiéu, Whiplash gio mot mau gd nhu vot bong ban 1én trén dau va xoay tron. Geoft
hoan ho ¢6 vii ro1 b1 nac cuc.

“Graham,” Archie lui lai mgt budc. “Anh say 16i.”



“Say con me mdy, may la dtra phd ddm va s& phai bi phat,” Graham kéo tay va day Archie dén giira
phong, vé phla ‘Whiplash.

Archie, thip bé hon ké tan cong, cd ving vay nhung khong thé thoat ra khoi gong kim cta Graham.
“Quy xudng,” Graham thiic vao gay Archie 1am dau gbi anh ta khuyu xubng.
“Bién di Graham!” Archie hét Ién, vung tay va vin veo thoat ra.

Ca van phong im phang phac Ngay ca Nigel cting nhu bi mat ludi. Tat ca dimg nhu cam ré tai chd,
trang trao nhin moi chuyen xdy ra ¢ cud1i phong.

“Panh tét dit anh ta, tiéu thy Whiplash,” Graham ra 1énh, dwa mdt tay 1én va ra hiéu bang ngon tro.
“Archie 1a mdt cau bé rat hu va phai bi trung phat.”

A Whiplash lao dao di vé phia Archie va gio cai vot 1én. “Chuan bj...

Mot cai bong mau hong lao 1én va day a Whjplash ngd xudng san. Vai nguoi ha hdc miéng,

“Graham, a Whiplash la 1én, got giay nhon hoat huo huo trong khong khi, bd toc gia mau den ctia a
bi léch. “Graham, gitp t61.”

Nhung Graham ciing dau dugce yén. Bong mau hdng d6 di chuyén va da vao dng quyén anh ta.

“Tha anh 4y ra, d6 bién thai! B6 ban tay do ban ctia may ra khoi ngudi anh ay.”

Do 1a Sally, doi giay thé thao cua co Ay da lién tuc vao chan Graham, mit mé to, ma d6 tng, doi

canh b1 1éch sang mot bén. Graham day Archie ra va xoay sang nhin ké tan cong.
‘ “"’l:ié'p di,” Sally thach, dirng giang chan ra. “DPanh vao mong tao va xem chuyén gi xay ra. Tao thach

may.

Graham tai mét. “Bién, bién di, ca hai dira may. Ngay.”

Archie dung day va vo 1én vai Graham.

“T6i bo viéc,” ndm ddm cua anh ta bay trong khong khi va ha thing xuéng cam Graham.

Ca phong ha hdc miéng va roi ho - Sally va Archje di mot mach ra khoi phong.

“Cac nguoi nhin cai gi?” Graham xoa xoa cam khi thay ching t61 nhin anh ta chim chim, miéng ha
hdc. “Bién di trudc khi tdi sa thai toan bd. Bién. Ngay

T61 nhin dong hd. Nam gio muoi lam. Toi nén dudi theo Sally va Archie hay dén van phong Star
Trek? T6i chi c6 bodn muoi 1dm phat trude khi chd d6 dong ctra. Tim t6i dap thinh thich trong 1ong
nguc. To1 nén lam gi? Toi nén lam gi?



CHUONG 33

THU BAY, NGAY 11 THANG NAM - NGAY THU MUOI LAM

T6i bdn chon dung khong yén bén ngoai nha ga tau dién ngam Edgware, nim chat may tAm vé trong
long ban tay dam mo hoi. Sdng thtr By va t0i hoan toan khong biét liéu Archie c6 chiu 16 mit dén
trién 1am Star Trek hay khong. Hay li¢u anh ta c6 chiu noi chuyén voi minh. Mai cho dén khi cAm may
tAm vé toi moi hoi han vé quyét dinh ctia minh. Toi chi biét dung yén va co rim lai nnhin anh ta bi ga
sép bién thai 1am nhuc cong khai. Néu khong c6 Sally, o tro1 moi, biét chuyén gi s€ xay ra. Nghi vé
chuyén do ciing chang dugc gi. Tham chi t61 con khong dudi theo dé xem Archie c6 on khong. Néu toi
13 anh ta toi ciing s& khong ndi chuyén v4i minh nita.

“Xin chao,” mot giong néi vui vé vang 1én ngay canh. “Chuyén dé s€ khong bao gid xay ra.”

Do 1a Archie. Mai toc ro1 bu, cadm rau ria 16m chém, quang thim dudi mat, nhung anh ta dang cuoi
turol.

“To1 khong nghi anh s€ dén,” t61 vira cdm thay ho hdi vira s¢ hai.

_ “Sao khong?” anh ta trong c6 vé ngac nhién. “Dau phai ngay nao ciling dugc nhin 161 mo1 di choi

bat ngo.”

“To1 chi nght 1a... t01 twdng... sau chuyén xay ra hom qua,” t61 ling bung, van veo may tam vé
trong tay. “Y t61 1a, anh c¢6 6n khong Archie?”

Anh ta nhin vai. “Chéc roi, chya bao gio on nhur thé. Toi that nghiép, khong c6 ban gii, va bi ba
goi day luc bay, gio sang vi ba mudn toi g0 ctra quiy hang goc phd boi ba thich an sang bang banh mi
vo1 ca trich mudi hun khoéi.”

“Oi, lay Chua! Sao ba khong tu di mua? Hom & budi hen ho téc d6 théy ba nhanh nhen 14m ma.”

Archie ném cho t6i 4nh mat khong vira ¥. “Lucy...”

“Thoi dugc, thdi dugce,” to1 gio tay 1€n. “To61 s€ khong nhan xét gi nita. Bi nao.”

“Tuyét,” Archie cudi vui vé. “Toi dang trong doi diéu bat ngd day.”

Chung t61 vira tha bo xubng khu Trung Tam Trién Lim vira chuyén phiém. Mdi khi cudc chuyén tro
lang xubng toi lai lap day bang cac nhan xet hu hoa v thoi tiét hay nhimg nguoi gap trén duong va
lam Archie cuoi bang viéc ta lai nhufng thoi_ quen khéc _thuong cua Brian va Claire du anh ta chua gap

ho 1an nao. T6i nghi néu minh ctr noi 1ién hoi anh ta s& khdéng co co hoi trach minh vi hém qua chang
lam gi khi anh ta suyt bi danh truédc ban dan thién ha.
“Dung lai,”, t61 no1 khi chiing t61 sdp vong qua khic cua dén Trung Tam Trién Lam. “T61 can bit

mat anh lai.”

Co6 mdt tam ap phich khong 16 hinh Spock, thuyén trudng Krik va nhitng con rd bot trong nhu bang
nhya déo treo ngay 161 ra vao, va tdi mudn nhin thay vé mat Archie lic trong thay no.

“Anh sin sang chwa?” t6i hdi ltic ca hai dung lai trude toa cao oc.

“Ro6i.” GO ma Archie phong 1én dudi ngén tay toi khi anh ta cudi. “Da sin sang, thua tiéu thu
Brown.”

“Vay thi chudn bi, chudn bi... nhin day!”

To61 tha tay ra va nhin mdt anh ta, chd do1 vé mat mung rd.

“La Star Trek,” t61 nho nhe. “Sé thich cua anh.”

Anh ta nhin tir tAm &p phich sang t61 va ngugc lai.

“Sa0?” t6i thic mic.

“Khong c6 gi.” Archie trd 101 r61 phé 1€n cu:(‘)’i

T6i phin anh ta cham cham, hét stc bdi réi khi anh ta 6m byng cuo1 nga nghiéng. Cha. To1 chua

ting thay ai cuoi vui vé dén thé. That khac thuong, va ciing hoi 6n lanh. Téi chua ting thdy Archie
mat kiém soat nhu vay.



“Oi, Lucy, c6 that vui tinh,” anh ta 14u mu ban tay lau mt.

‘6H6,?’7

“To1 noi to1 thich Star Wars. Khong phai Star Trek.”

“Cai gi?” Gid dén lugt t6i nhin chim cham tr trung tim trién 1dm sang Archie va nguogc lai.
“Khong! Hay noi la anh dang dua, di ma.”

Anh ta lic dau. “E 1a khong. Co su khac biét rat 1on gitra fan hdm m¢ Star Wars va Star Trek, Lucy.
Rét khac. N6 glong nhu 13, trm, 61 khong biét dién ta sao. Co thich mot cai tai xach tay Gueci[102] va

t01 mua tang cO hang Prlmarkm Khong phai Star Trek 1a thap kém, r, chi la.. > giong anh ta nho
dan.

T6i nhin chim chim may tim vé trong tay. Bén ki tu, toi chi sai bon ki tir. Wars nham thanh Trek.
Sao t6i c6 thé ngu ngbe dén thé chia?

“Toi sé tra lai, t6i chic ho sé tra lai tién va sau do chung ta c6 thé di dau do.”

“Khong, du sao thi cling ctr tham gia,” Archie vui vé huych tay t6i. “Ai biét dugc, co thé rat vui thi
sao. Chang ta c6 thé cuo1 nhao nhitng ga lap di ¢ day.”

Cau d6 1am t6i cudi, anh ta goi nhitng ngudi khac 1a 1ap di. Toi van that vong. To6i di cam thay kha
chac 1a anh ta s€ gap ban tam giao tai day, gio thi chang c6 co may nao. Trir phi anh ta mu6n mot ban
gai ‘Primark’. To1 phai c6 mdt y tudng khac. Va to1 chi con c6 nam ngay dé€ tim ban do1 cho anh ta.
Chét tiét.

“Vao di, nao,” Archie khoac canh tay t61. “Durng trong thiéu ndo nhu thé. S€ rat vui, that day.”

U nhi.

Mot ga cuodi qua tugi trong trang phuc Star Trek soat vé khi chung t61 budc chian vao trung tam
trién [am va dua cho mdi ngu0’1 mdt t& hudng dan.

“Chic mdt ngay vui vé,” anh ta nhan 4m gia giong My.

“Chuc anh khoe manh va phat tai,” Archie chuc lai. Anh ta 1ay tay 1am thanh mot biéu tugng gi day
rdi cudi pha 1én lac bude di.

T6i chi biét nhin anh ta chdm cham. Tuyét, mot 101 dua khic thuong nita ma t6i khong hiéu.
“P1 nao,” anh ta kéo tay va 161 t61 vao sanh chinh. “C6 muon xem gi trude nao?”
Do 1a mot khu vyre rong 16m, chi toan la nguoi va nhiing d6 vat ki quai. Quay hang ndy nbi tlep quay

hang kia, quay nao cling day nhu:ng d6 luu niém c6 lién quan to1 Star Trek ¢ phia bén trai, va d6 an
nhanh & bén phai. To1 ngui nguzl hit hit. Hau nhu 12 mui xtc xich va khoai tdy chién.

“Nhin kia,” Archie chi vé phia truéc. “Trén tran nha c6 treo rat nhiéu phi thuyén.”

“Pung,” t6i nhin tir miu nhya miu xam ndy sang mau nhya mau xam khac. “Rat hay. O, nhin xem,
d6 chdng phai 1a phong ma thuyén truedng Krik ngdi trén ghé va di€u khién con tau sao?”

Archie nhin vé giita phong dang trung bay cac hinh miu nhan vt trong nhitng bd dong phuc va
trang phuc khac nhau véi nhi€u tu the la thuong.

“To1 nghi c6 biét cai do dugc goi khoang diéu khién,” Archie dap.

Nhitng quay hang 13 thir duy nhat t6i hoi thich - 6t cudc thi ching ciing gan giéng véi di mua sam.
To61 di vé phia d6 va cam lén mdt con gau mac trang phuc Star Trek.

“Co thich dé tai thio luan nao hon?” Archie hoi, dua hai chuong trinh 18én trudc mat toi va chi vao
nhiéu ‘sy kién’ khac nhau. “Vat 1y hoc trong Star Trek hay Linh hon cta Star Trek: kha nang 1anh dao
va hon thé?”

T6i cudi va dit con giu xudng. “Anh co thé to ra ngoc nghéch, ngai Humphreys-Smythe, nhung t61
dam chic anh d3 tham du hang tram su kién nhu thé nay trong doi. C6 18 anh qua sanh soéi trong linh
vuc nay roi.”

“That ra,” Archie trong hoi hon ddi, “trudc gio toi chua ting di trién 1dm ndo. T6i nghi nd hoi
chan.”



“That sa0?” t6i cAm 1én mot hinh miu ngudi ngoai hanh tinh tréng nhu dau c4 gin véi than cia vii

cong mia bung. “Nhung anh n6i 1a anh thich Star Wars.”
X “I—ggng, nhung tdi dau c6 bi ndé am anh. Co thich karaoke. Co da ting tham gia trién 1am karaoke
chua?
" “Chua. Tt nhién 1a chua.” To6i dit ngudi ngoai hanh tinh xudng lai. Mua sam Star Trek that 1a vo
0.

“Vay di nao.”

T6i nghi anh ta d& c6 muc tiéu ltc Archie kéo t6i di vé phia mé hinh phong diéu khién.

“Nay,” t6i chi vao t& hudng dan ctia minh. “William Shatner[104] sap sira ¢ budi ddi thoai day.”

Archie cuo1 toe toét véi toi. “Va?”

“C6 mudn nghe khong?”

Anh ta nhuéng chan may. “Gio thi ai 1 ngde nao?”

“To1 chi thich cach ong ta hat lai ca khiic Common People ctua Pulp thoi,” t61 tra 101, ma do lung.
“Anh biét ca khic goc, no...”

T6i vira dinh bat dau hat thi Archie hich va tom l1ay vai toi.

“Pirng t6 ra hoang so, va dirng nhin quanh,” anh ta thi thim. “Nhung t6i nghi ching ta bi theo ddi.”

Lap tlrc t61 nhin quanh.

“To1 da bao dung c6 nhin ma!” Archie suyt suyt, xoay toi lai.

“Nhung a1 theo doi chiung ta chr?”

T6i ¢d quay lai nhung Archie tom 14y tay toi. “Mot Klingon.”

“Klingon gi?” toi thic mic. “Tht dan trén t3 ma anh mic lac gia va sén tiéu mdi khi ho 42~

Archie nin cuoi. “Thu vi 1am sao. Khong, d6 1a mdt dan tdc ngoai hanh tinh trong Star Trek. Tran
day nép nhan toc dai rat ki di va den.”

“Nghe gidng nhu gi di pha trinh cta t6i.”
‘ “%ucy, toi khong dua,” Archie cio tay vao toc. “Co ai do6 di theo chiing ta ké tir khi chung ta buédc
vao.

Tim t6i nhu mudn rét ra ngoai.

“Ba anh ha?” t6i chdp lay canh tay Archie. “Lam on hiy n6i d6 khong phai 1a ba anh.”

“Tat nhién khong phai 12 ba t6i,” anh ta dao mat. “Thr nhat ba di di mua sim & cubi khu Pong, va
hai, tai sao ba t61 lai dan mac nhu Klington?”

To1 cuoi tuoi. “Thi anh phai thira hudng gen 1ap di tir ai d6 cha.”

“T6i ma 1ap di 47 anh ta chi vao nguc minh. “Co méi 13 ngudi mudn nghe cudc dam ludn cua
William Shatner.”

“Va anh 13 nguoi nghi ra ¥ tudng tiée 1a ngdi trong phong t6i v4i hai ga khac.”

“Dung cham nha.”

“Vay ke theo doi chung ta 0 dau?” Co mot ga rocker[105] gia o1 mac ag T-shirt in chir ‘Spock la
Chypa’ ngay sau lung chung t61, bg toc nhon dai chdm vai, nhung van chua thé goi 1a khac thuong, “Toi
chang thay Klingon nao ca.”

“P6 1 vi o ta dd 1an mat,” Archie nam lay canh tay toi. “Toi nghi ¢6 ta biét ching ta da phat hién
ra.”

“Sao anh biét d6 1a phy nit?”

“Mot Klingon lun tit.”

To1 nhun vai. “Co khi chi 1a mot dra tré dua gidn thoi.”

Archie trong c6 vé ngan ngtr. “Chiing ta ctr tiép tuc di loanh quanh. Néu bi theo dai thi s& biét ngay



tho1.”

T6i khoac tay anh ta va chiing t6i budc tdi chd hinh ndm gan nhat, mot phu nit voi méi toc thang
chai ngugc bui ra sau, c6 mau kim loai giong con than lan ndm ngay chan may trai trong bd quan 4o bo
sat mau bac va gan mot huy hiéu hinh tam giac trudc bo nguc do sé.

“Pg day di,” Archie thi tham khi chung t6i t¢i chd hinh nhan. “To vé nhu rat chim cha.”

To1 khong ro1 mat khoi nguc hinh ndm. Khong thé khong nhin chung dugc. “Co ta 1a ai?”

“Seven of Nine,” Archie tra 101. “Co ta 1a mdt nhan vat phu dugc hu cau trong Star Trek.”

“Voi mot ngudi than phién 14 khong quan tim dén Star Trek,” t6i nhudng may nhin xét, “thi hinh
nhu anh biét hoi nhiéu day nhi.”

“Ai cling biét Seven of Nine 13 nhan vat phu,” anh ta nhin hinh nhan cham chu. “Co biét t6i 1a dan
ong ma. Po1 chut. Toi nghi ké do tham ching ta da quay lai. Thir nhin xem, nhung, lay Chuaa, 1am cho
khéo chtr Lucy.”

To1 nép ra phia sau va nhin qua chd gap noi khuyu tay hinh nhan. Mot nguoi thép bé, tran nhan
nheo, toc dai r61 bu, may ram dang nhin cham cham cdc mo6 hinh phi, thuyén treo trén tran. 'Co ta mac
bo dd bo sat mau den nhu’ng trang phuc cua c6 ta co chd gi d6 khong on.

“Archie,” tdi suyt suyt, 1ay tay bum miéng, gidu nu cudi toe toét. “Ching ta cd quen ai mang giay
thé thao mau hong got cao khong?”

“Khong rd,” Archie gii dau.

Chta oi! nhiéu khi dan 6ng that qua vo tam.

“Sally,” t61 nhac. “Sally mang doi giay nhu thé.”

“Nhung... nhung,” Archie liing ting. “Sao Sally lai dén day va di theo chiing ta khip noi?”

“Boi vi ¢ 4y khong di theo ching ta,” t6i xau chudi lai nhitng viéc di xay ra tuan vira roi. “Co ay
theo anh.”

Moi viéc trd nén rd rang - phan g ctia Sally trudc mai toc mbi cit ciia Archie, thai d6 thu dich
V61 t61, dinh nhu sam voi Archie suot bira tiéc hoa trang, va roi1 nhay dung 1én bao vé lic Graham tan
cong anh ta.

“Cai gi? T6i 42” Archie nhin toi nhu thé t6i bi tAm than. “Sao c6 Ay lai theo t6i chir?”

“To1 khong dam chic traim phan trim,” toi than trong, khong dam liéu hay boc Archie 1én may,
“nhung t6i doan Sally dé ¥ anh.”

“Cai gi?” anh ta 130 dao va niam lay cénh tay ctia Seven of Nine.

T6i liéc qua vai. Nhan vat Klington bat duoc anh mat t6i va vo ngd lo 1én tran nha.

“T6i nghi ¢ ay that su thich anh ddy Archie.”

“Co ctr ¢b ¥ gan ghép di, t6i chang thiy c6 gi hay ho ca.”

Ai d6 hing giong ¢ phia sau.

“Sao?” to1 nhin quanh.

Do la g rocker ban nay, Han d6 md héi md ké nhé nhai va dang dung khan glay lau trdn. Ding

canh han [a mot phu nit thap bé mac 4o T-shirt c6 hang chir “Ban trai khac cua toi 1a Jean Luc
Picard[106].” C6 ta dang nhin t61 cham cham.

“Hai nguot vui long tranh ra dugce khong?” Ga rocker hoi. “T61 chd chup hinh chung véi Seven
may phuat r61.”
“Co ay la cua anh,” ti dich ra chd khac. “Chung toi dang dinh roi di, phai khong Archie?”
Anh ta giat nay luc t6i tim 14y canh tay va kéo anh ta di vé phia hinh nhan bén canh.
“T6i s& khong ndi vong vo, Archie,” toi ¢ t6 ra nhu thé minh dang chdm cht nhin mot ngudi ngoai
hanh tinh trong Star Trek co doi tal to miii to, tran nhin nheo hay hinh ndm cta Bruce Forsyth[107].
“T6i nghi Sally that sy thich anh. Van dé quan trong 1a - anh ¢6 thich c6 4y?”



 “Toi khong biét,” Archie ca 1im, d6 ca tai. “Rd rang co ay 1a mdt cd gai quyén rii va hdm qua co
ay da bao v¢ to1 trude Graham. Ma, t61 phai noi thém la toi1 rat biét on vi...”

“Vé cai gi,” t6i cat ngang. “T6i thanh that xin 161 di...”

“Va ching t61 da chuyén tro rat vui vé vé am nhac trén duong ra ga tau di€n ngam sau khi t61 va
Sally bé ra khéi cong ty,” anh ta néi ti€p, hoan toan 1o di nhitng t61 vira noi. “Co co6 biét la Sally cling
thich nhac rap va hip-hop khong?”

To61 lac dau. “Khong, t61...”

“Chua bao gi0, t061 chua bao gio ddm nghi 1a c¢6 éy co tinh cdm nam nir v&1 minh, Lucy. Hon nita,
mo1 vira day thoi t61 con nghi minh c6 tinh cdm véi...” Anh ta cii mat, khong néi dugc hét cau.

To1 ngo sang goc khac, qua ngugng nén khong the nhin Archie. Klington Sally dang ding gan hinh

nhan Seven of nine. Gi Rocker dang chup hinh, mdt tay dat trén nguc hinh nhan, tay kia cam cai banh
burger. Hinh anh d6 1am t61 nay 1én mot .

“Archie,” t6i thi thAm. “Mai anh c6 mudn ra ngoai an toi khong?”

Anh ta cau mdy. “Cai gi? N6i lai dugc khong. Toi nghi ching ta dang noi vé Sally ma.”

“Pung vay. Gio toi dang hoi anh mai ¢6 mudn ra ngoai an tdi khong?”

“T6i khong biét,” anh ta gii gii dau.

“Bji di ma,” t6i nan ni. “Nha hang Kung Po & Swiss Cottage ltc 8 gid t6i. Hira 14 anh s& dén di.”

Anh ta nhtin vai. “Toi s& ¢ hét strc, nhung t6i khong htra chac.”

“Tuyét. Gio dung yén day mot lat nhé. Hira 1a anh s& khong di theo toi day.”

“Sao ciing dugc.” Archie ngo ngic, chiang hiéu chuyén gi dang xay ra.

Sally khong hé biét toi rén rén dimg ngay sau lung.

“Chao, Sally,” t61 het ngay tai c0 ta.

Sally nhay dung Ién, 1ao dao, mot bén dau dung vao ngudi toi.

“Lucy!” ¢6 ta la 1én, con toi thi ngd xudng san nha. “Khong thé tin 1a lai gip c6 & ddy. Sao co biét
do la t61?”

“Co @6 phan chi,” t6i 16m com dimg déy va chi xudng d6i gidy cta co ta.

“Oi,” ¢b ta nhin Xuong va nhac chan lic lac got giay. “T01 da thr mang do61 ung den bét, nhung t61
thich doi nay Chi 1a t6i thdy khong phai 1a minh néu thiéu no.’

“Vay, diéu gi dd mang c6 dén day? T6i khong biét c6 1a fan him md Star Trek.”

“Q, c6 day,” Sally noi khong thuyét phuc 1am. “Trudc gio tdi van thich.”

“A, ra vay.”

“Archie khong di voi ¢ a?” ¢6 ta nhon 1€n va nhin qua vai toi.

“Sao, ¢6 dang hy vong tinh c& gip anh dy a?”

“Khong, khong ¢6,” ¢o ta vung vay tay phi nhan. “Toi chi thac mic anh ay dang & dau, thé thoi. Co
da noi la c6 mua vé cho anh ay ma.”

Khong can phai 1am cho ¢6 ta kho sd nira. Toi da tréu du roi.

“Anh ta ding ngay goc kia,” t6i chi qua chd Archie. “Toi nghi anh ay dang tham quan trién 1am.
Chung ta di dén cho anh ta chu?”

“Thé thi that hay,” ¢6 ta phin khdi, suyt nhay cing 1én.

Ching t6i len 161 qua dam dong dang say swra ngdm nhitng mé hinh thién ha mau d6 1am gidng y nhu
that.

“Sally, mai c6 c6 muodn ra ngoai an to1 khong?”
Co6 ta dung lai va nhin toi.
“To1 a?” ¢o ta chi vao nguc minh.



“Pung, co.”

“Vb1 ¢6 sao?” Co ta ¢o vé hot dé dat.

“Khong chi ¢6 t01. C6 ¢4 Archie nira.”

“Y kién hay dy,” co ta cuoi tuoi. “Téi rat thich.”

“Tbi cling nghi vay,” toi ndi khi chung t6i vong qua goc va dén gan Archie-trong-dang-hoang. “Toi
hoan toan chac co s€ thich.”



CHUONG 34

CHUNHAT, NGAY 12 THANG NAM - NGAY THU MUOI SAU

Do s€ 1a ngay Chu nhat tuyét nhat doi to1 (hay do1 song chét, sao cling duoc), to1 chi bi€t thé. Trién
1am Star Trek la mot ¥ tuong tuyét voi. That hao himg khi no1 vé n6. Archie khong phai la fan him mo
ctia Star Trek thi c6 sao chir! Didu d6 chang hé 1am cho ngiay hom do6 bét tuyét voi. Ngay khi 61 phat
hién ra Sally du61 16p nguy trang Klington, toi biét van han ctia minh da qua. T6i 1én mang tim kiém
nguoi yéu cho Archie trong khi do c6 ay lai ¢ ngay trudc mat. Vay 1a Archie c6 nguyén mot ngay bén
1&n va cudi vui vé trude cam tudng ciia toi vé thuyén trudng Krik, nhung cude hen an tbi 1a dé cho anh
ta va Sally co thé chuyén tro trong mot khung canh thich hop hon. Thir thich gian nan. Toi sap dén
dich roi.

T6i 1a nguoi dau tién dén quan Kung Po, ngay sau d6 13 mot Archie ddm md hoi.

“Tbi dén tré a7 anh ta chay voi dén ban va nhin dong ho. “Xin 161, dot nhién tAm tinh ba thay doi
that thuong ngay trude khi t61 di. Toi dinh khong dén, nhung t61 khong chiu dugc y nghi bo ¢6 ngoi
day mdt minh thac mac 1y do vi sao t61 cho cd leo cay. Co that sy nén c6 mot cai dién thoai di dong,
Lucy.”

“U, ur,” t6i dap lai trong luc anh ta ci 4o khoac va ngdi xudng. “Tur tir, tho' di da nao Archie.”
To61 rét rugu vao ly Archie va anh ta gt dau cam on.
“Xin 16j Lucy, chi 1a 61 hoi cang thang chut thoi. Toi qua t0i 1én mang may tleng lién dé tim viéc.

C6 rat nhiéu viéc, nhung mat rat nhiéu thoi gian dé dién cac mau don va t6i thi can viée gap vi 1 tru
cot kinh té chinh trong gia dinh.”

“Vay la chac chan anh s& khong quay lai cong ty May Vi Tinh Bitz?” t6i hoi.

Archie phun chd ruou trong miéng. “Co dang dua phai khong?”

“Xin 16i, y t6i khong phai 13 anh nén quay lai. Tat nhién 1 anh nén nghi, ti chi mubn khang dinh
thoi.”

Néu thir Hai Archie khong quay lai 1am viéc, thi toi cling chang con viée gi ¢ d6. Toi c6 sé di dong
cua anh ta, va Archie c6 s6 dién thoai ban nha t61, vay la chupg t01 dé dang li€n lac v6i nhau. Van dé
o day la Sally Theo nhimg gi t61 biét thi ho chua’ cho nhau so6 dién thoai va néu khong c6 nhirng mau
trao doi ngan gon khj c6 ay mang banh sanwich moi ngay thi ho s& nhanh chong mat lién lac. Do 13 1y

do ma cudc hen an tdi nay rat quan trong. Nhan tién ni vé Sally thi ¢6 Ay d4u roi nhi? Toi nhin dong
ho ctia minh.

“Chung ta c6 nén goi moén?” Archie hoi, cam thuc don 1én. “A, nha hang c6 ting mién phi banh mi
chién tom. Mon khoai khau cua t61.”

“That ra thi ching ta con do1 mdt nguo1 nita,” to1 nhin ra cua.

“Ching ta sa0?” Anh ta li€c nhin t61 qua mép trén to thuc don.

To1 gift kin viéc moi Sally vi khong mudn 1am anh ta hoang s¢o. RO rang 1a ¢6 ay thich Archie,
nhung t61 khong chac 1am vé tinh cdm anh ta danh cho Sally. P6 1a chua ké dén chut rac r6i nho nho 1a
anh ta thich toi.

“T6i cling mdi Sally nira,” t6i ndi voi vé than nhién, véi 14y to thie don cta minh. “Hy vong 1 anh
khong phat y.”

“Sally,” Archie cau may. “Co dang tinh gi vay Lucy?”

“Khong cd gi,” t6i n6i dbi. “T6i chi nghi 13 an tdi cung nhau cting 1a y hay. To1 biét Sally va toi bat
d6ng quan diém, nhung hom qua noi chuyen vO1 co ay rat vui, vi Vay to1 nghi nén mo1 ¢ ay.

“CQ nén ndi véi t6i,” Archie lau md hoi trén tran. “Néu toi biét Sally cling dén, i s& khong qué lo
lang vé viéc dé co ngdi mot minh.”

“Xin 1di, t6i chi quyet dinh vao phut chot va du sao di nira thi c6 ay van chua dén ding khong nao?
Néu khong c6 anh thi t6i van phai ngdi mot minh.”



Archie khong noi gi ma chi gép thire don ai, khoanh tay va nhin 1én tran nha. Tuyét that. Gio thi
anh ta 1am minh lam may voj t61, Toi nhin cham cham ra cura, cau mong Sally budc qua ngudng cira.
T6i can co ay hon bao gid hét, dé 1am cho khong khi bét cang thang

ROt cude lac toi dang chuan bi 1dy miéng banh mi chién tom cudi cing ma nha hang moi thi ¢6 dy
cling budce chan vao.

“Wow,” t0i tho phao nhe nhdm, dit miéng banh xubng lai.

Sally trong that khac trong gam mau den va bac. CQ ay mic vay, ngan trén bép dui, gidy cao got mau
den dinh pha 1& nhd xiu. C6 ay bii toc cao trén dinh dau, ké mit bang phan con[108] va t6 mdi do mong.
Co ay tuoi cuoi rang rd trén duong di vé ph1a chung to1.

“Chao Sally,” t6i dtrng day hon 1én ma ¢6 ay. “C6 trong khac qua!”

Archie ha hdc mi¢ng nhin co6 éy, mdt mau banh mi dinh trén moi duéi.

“Xin 161, xin 18i,” Archie 1dy mau khin gidy lau miéng ltc dimg 1én. “Toi quén mat phép lich su.
Sally, c¢6 trong qua dep.”

Sally cudi nguong ngiing va ngdi xudng chiéc ghé Archie kéo ra cho co ay.

“T6i cam thiy that 16 bich,” ¢6 ay n6i khi Archie da an vi. “Hai ngudi mic d binh thuong, con toi
thi an van qua trang trong.”

“Co dep 1am. Thanh that ma noi thi tdi mic d6 jean di an t6i nhu thé ndy 1a cau tha.”

Archie ngim Sally khong chdp mat, to thue don sdp rét trén tay, va rodi quay sang nhin toi.

“T6i nghi ca hai déu dep,” anh ta nhan xét. Toi khong thé doc duge cam xuc trong d6i mat Archie.

“Anh ciling vy Archie,” Sally khen. “Mau xanh that su rat hop véi anh.”

Archie 6 mit va chti mit nhin khan trai ban.

“Duing rugu khong Sally?” t6i cam chai rugu chi vé phia cai ly rong cua ¢ ay.

Chung t61 dang ding mén khai vi v6i banh mi chién tom, gi nudng xién kiéu Thai, sudn ram thi
dién thoai cua Archie d6 chudng. Sally dang chi cho t61 va Archie nhirng cau churi bang tiéng Hoa va
cuo1 nac né trude cach phat am cua chung toi.

“Xin 16i cac quy co,” Archie dit miéng banh mi dang an do 1€n dia. “T61 phai tra 101 dién thoai.”

Sally va t61 ngirng cuo1 va nhin anh ta luc 191 trong ba 16 tim dién thoai.

“Chao ba,” anh ta tra 101.

T6i cam thy tim minh nhu rét ra ngoai.

“Vang thua ba,” anh ta noi tiép.

T6i c6 thé nghe duoc giong ndi oang oang cia ba Archie, nhung khong nghe 1 ba ta dang néi gi.

~ “C6 moét cai deén pjn trong phong ngu cua chau. Sao a? Vang, chau biét... khong, tit nhién... nhit

dinh... khoang nira tiéng nira chau s€ vé. Vang. Chao ba.” Anh ta cau may tat dién thoai ro1 cat lai
trong ba 10.

“Chuyén gi vay?” t6i cd ra vé than nhién.

“La ba,” anh ta ddy dia ctia minh ra. “Pot nhién ctp dién va ba khong mudn kiém tra cau dao vi sg
dién giat.”

Cai gi? Ngay ca toi ciing biét bat cau dao thi chang thé 1am dau ai.

“Anh dua chac?” t61 hoi.

Archie lac dau. “E 1a khong. Cau thang 1én nha tam ti thui va ba d3 nhin tiéu ca nia tiéng roi. Ba
noi ba khong thé nhin 1au hon nita.’

“Anh ¢6 quay lai khong?” Sally hoi, cd Ay van mim cudi.

“C6 18 khong,” Archje nhin dong hd. “Tdi vé nha, bat cau dao va quay lai day thi dd muoi gio, lac
dé da xong mén chinh r61.”

Mat Sally bu6n thiu. “Anh khong quay lai dung mén trang miéng hay ca phé sao?”



“T6i thanh that xin 16i,” Archie ding day, mic 4o khoac vao. Anh ta rt vai to tién ra khoi vi va dit
canh dia ciia minh. “Ching ta c6 thé hen an t61 vao lac khac.”

“Ciling dugc.” Sally ding day va hon 1én ma anh ta. “Gi¢ nay tuan sau thi sao? Lucy? C6 di duoc
khong?”

To1 gd g0 ngodn tay 1én thanh ly ruou ctia minh. T61 khong ¢6 mot tuan. Néu hét ngay thir Sau nay
Archie khong nhan ra Sally la mdt nira cua minh thi nhiém vuy cua t6i di tong. To1 s€ bi ném khoi thién
duong du c6 muon hay khong, va s€ khong bao gio dugce gip lai Dan nira. Anna s€ v0 1ay anh ay va
to1 s€ chi con 1a di vang. Lucy, Lucy nao? A, c6 gai to1 tung hen ho...

“Lucy,” Archie hoi khi thay to1 rot thém mét ly rugu nita cho minh. “C6 on chr?”

To1 lac dau. “Quay ve€ véi ba anh di Archie. Ba can anh. Tuan t&1 t61 s€ goi cho anh sau, dugc
chi?”

“Cam on vi da thong cam, Lucy.” Anh ta di vong qua ban va hon 1én ma t6i.

“T61 6 theé hdi anh mdt chuyén khong?” T61 hdi lac anh ta dom budce vé phia cua.

“Di nhién 1a dugc.” anh ta quay lai.

“Ba c6 biét to1 nay anh hen an to1 voi té1 khong?”

Anh ta mim cuodi. “Di nhién 1a biét.”

T61 doan dau co sai.

“Chuyén la sao vay?” Sally hoi ngay sau khi tleng chudng ctra vang 1én va Archie khuat dang. “Sao

tréng ¢ qua buc minh vi Archie vé vo1 ba? Dau co gi nghiém trong dau. Tuan 61 ching ta ¢6 thé di
an to1 nita ma.”

“Chi 14 t6i nay t6i trong doi rat nhiéu thoi.” Toi day dia ra, sy ngon miéng di bién mat.

Sally nghich cai kep buém ctia minh, cAm ly rugu 1én, dat xudng, rdi cin ngdn tay cai.

“T6i c6 thé hoi co vai cau khong Lucy?” Sally ngude nhin toi qua doi 16ng mi gia.

“Co cur hdi.”

“C6 va Archie yéu nhau ha?”

Toi cu’c‘)ri vang. “Tat nhién 1a khong! Sao ¢6 lai c¢6 ¥ nghi d6 kia chir?”

Cb 4y lai cin ‘m@ng tay. “Vi hai nguoi nhu h1nh vGi bong ké tir khi co dén Cong ty Bitz,” Sally 1am
bam. “Moi nguoi déu nghi hai ngudi 1a mot cip.”

“Khong c6 dau. Chung t61 chi 1a ban.”
i “Qi, ta on Chua!” Sally tho dai va ngdi dua vao lung ghé. “C6 khong biét toi nhe nhdm nhu thé nao

au.

“Sally, c6 phai c6...?”

Phuc vu xudt hién, nhuéng chin miy trude luong thirc dn ching toi dd dung va nhanh chong don
dep ban. Lic anh ta khuat dang vé1 cho dia ban, to1 noi tiép.

“Sally, c6 yéu Archie phai khong?”

“Pung.” C6 4y can mdi, dau riang han trén 16p son. “Toi di yéu anh Ay ké tir khi bat dau cong viéc
mo1 banh sandwich ¢ Cong ty Bitz.”
~ «Oi, Sally,” t6i ruén qua ban cham vao tay co ay. “Toi thay that tuyét. Sao c¢o khong thd 16 véi anh
ay tinh cam cua minh?”

Sally nhun vai. “T6i biét t6i x4u xi, nhung. ..”

T6i cudi. To con, hung dit va than thién thi con ¢ thé, nhung x4u xi u? Chéc chin 14 khong.

“Nhung t0i rat nhat mdi khi dinh dang dén dan 6ng,” c¢6 Ay rau ri. “T6i thich ho md 161 trude. Toi
thudc tuyp co dién.”

“Archie cling c6 hu nhu vay,” toi noi thing.

“T6i biét, va toi rat thich diém d6 ctia anh y, nhung t6i khong ngdc, Lucy. Toi biét anh 4y thich



C6 29

“Khong, khong phai.”

“Cd,” co ay ngoi thang 1én va cii vé phia t6i. “Anh ay cao rau vi c6. Tham chi anh 2y con cat hét
mai téc dep. Do 1a Iy do hom bira to1 n61 gidn voi1 ¢d. Anh ay 1am thé vi anh ay nghi nhu vay s€ 1am c6
thich anh ay nhiéu hon.”

“Khong phai dau,” to1 noi déi. “Archie ndi véi toi 1 anh Ay c6 don va toi chi dang glup anh 4y gip
g0 a1 do. To1 nghi néu to1 lam cho anh 4y trong kha hon thi phy nit s& thay Archie hap dan.”

“Nhung t6i chi thiy anh a4y hap dan khi 13 chinh minh thoi.”
“T6i khong biét, Sally. Toi udc gi minh biét trude.”
Phuc vu lai xuét hién, 1an nay mang ra mon chinh. Anh ta nhin cai ghé trong cta Archie v&i vé mit

rat ki la, nhung van dat mon mi xao tom vao chd d6. Sally 14y dia choc choc vao mén ga ctia minh va
tho dai.

“Khong quan trong. Archie khong thich toi nhu cach tdi nghi vé anh 4y. Anh 4y chi nhin t6i nhu mot
con bé moi sandwich 1am mom

T6i 14y nia gim mot miéng ndm, cho vao miéng va chdm rai nhai trong khi hing trim ¥ nghi chay
dua trong dau. “To61 nghi anh ay co6 thich ¢, chi 1a chua nhan ra diéu do6 thoi.”

“That sao?” Sally nhin toi khong chép, mit mé to. “Khong phai ¢6 ndi cho qua day chi?”

“Khong, t6i nghi anh ay that su thich c6. Anh dy chi can nhan ra nhiéu nhu thé nio.”

Va anh 4y can ngirng phai 10ng minh, t6i nghi, nhung khong noi ra.

“Lam cach nao?” Sally phin khoi hoi. “Chiing ta c6 thé lam cach gi dé diéu d6 xay ra day?”

T6i lac dau. Toi that sy khong biét phai 1am sao.



CHUONG 35

THU HAI NGAY 13 THANG NAM - NGAY THU MUOI BAY

C6 nhiéu cach dé 1am cho Archie mét tinh cam véi t6i:

1/ Nhoi nhét banh ngot cho dén khi béo @ roi ngdi 1én ngudi anh ta.

2/ Cao sach toc, ké ca 1ong mi va 16ng may. Nudi 1ong chan roi dé nghi anh ta ro chén.

3/ Cudi nhu dién truée moi diéu anh ta ndi ké ca chuyén budn.

4/ Ctr co dip 1a ca vao nguot Brian nhu vay to1 cling boc mui.

5/ Um...

T6i ném cdy but, to gidy va ngdi dura ra gbi. Tat ca nhitng goi ¥ trén that nham nhi, chung ngu ngdc
va hoan toan khong kha thi. Thir nhat t61 hoan toan khong du thoi gian dé tré nén béo G hay nudi 16ng
chan, va y nghi ca vao nguoi Brian...

Khoan d4, nhu thé khong c6 nghia 12 t6i khong c6 du thoi gian dé 18n mot ké hoach. Gio 13 sang thir
Hai, nhung t61 khong can di lam. Néu Archie khong dinh quay lai cong ty Bitz thi to1 cling vay. Toi
ding day va vuon vai. Thr t61 can 1a mot tdch ca phé nong hoi dé dau oc tinh tdo. Tach ca phé s€ gitp
ich.

T6i di xubng bép va mé cira.

Chuyén quai gi day? Ban cung nha that sy dang lau don sao?

Claire, toc budc cao trén dau nhu qua dira, dang quy xuéng co rira san nha, con Brian thi trong hét
stc thoal mai trong chi€c tap dé ké ca ro xanh va trang dang rura chén bat.

To1 tan ngan dung ngay ctra bép va dui mat. “Chuyén gi day?”

“Hom nay la ngay cudi cung cua to1,” Brian ngudce 1€n tir chong dia day bot trude mat. “Va du ket
qua nhu thé nao ngay mai toi cling khong con & day, vi vay té1 nghi minh nén don dep mot ti.”

Claire cuoi véi toi. “Em khong dinh gitip, nhung em chang c6 viéc gi khac dé lam.”

“Cha,” t61 noi. “Chi c6 thé lam gi khong?”

“Chi c6 thé bac am nude,” Claire lay tay lau tran. “Bon em sap nghi giai lao.”

To1 nhon chan trén san nha c6 ay vua Jau sach va lay am nudce. Toi khong the tin ndi chuyén nay.
Ban cuing nha chua bao g1 trong vui vé dén thé, va ho dang lau don.

“Anh c6 6n khong?” T61 hoi Brian. “To1 nghi hdm nay anh s¢€ rat lo lang.”

Anh ta nhiin vai. “Tinh thé da vuogt ngoai tam kiém soat. Pén dau thi dén.”

“Vay 16 nhu t01 nay Troy khong xuat hi¢n, con co hdi 1€n thién dudng cling da mat thi sao?”

“Sé€ la doi tra n€u to1 ndi1 1a khong budn,” anh ta ria mot cai tach dudi voi nude, “nhung néu toi
khong vuot qua dugce thir thach thi té1 phai chap nhan s6 phan ctia minh.”

Ky chua. T61 khong thé tin anh ta dang than nhién dén thé. T61 di cung anh ta dén gdp Troy chi vi
to1 nghi anh ta s& suy sup néu khong tré thanh ma. Brian da tirng n6i tau Itra 1a Dan cua anh ta.

“Keé tur khi t61 va anh dén nha ga Tooting, anh c6 quay lai d6 1an nao khong?” T61 vo1 1én tu ly lay
tach.

Brian gat dau. “Vai lan. Lan dau tdi quay lai quan McDonald’s thi Troy khong c6 & d6, nhung lan
thir hai thi thang bé héch mat 1én. To1 chi ngdéi doc bao va vo nhu khong thay no.”

To1 cuoi1. “Brian, anh dang dinh choti tro thi gan ha?”

_ Brian nghiéng ngudi dé t6i 1ay hop tra. “Nua tiéng sau nd dén chd t6i va hdi vé nhirng hanh trinh
bang xe ltra khadc nhau ma t61 da tung di. Chung t61 chuyén tro rat 1au cho dén khi ban n6 budce vao.
R61 nd goi t61 1a ké quay roi tinh duc va bo chay.”

“NO co no1 gi vé viée s€ gap ching ta ¢ ga Paddington to1 nay khong?” t61 thudn miéng hoi.



Brian rira mdt cai dia dudi voi nuéce roi dé 1én gia. “Khong.”

“O.”

“Tbi chang thé 1am gi ngoai hy vong, Lucy.”

“Hy vong ltic nao ciing tot,” t6i bo gbi tra vao tach. Nhung t6i khong chic dang trdn an Brian hay
chinh minh.

. bung bay gio 61 16 dau vao phong Brian. Anh ta dang ngdi trén meép giuong, hai tay ¢p gitra dau
g6i. Khac v6i1 bép, phong anh ta van y nhu cgi, ap phich tau lra van ¢ trén tuong, tAm tham bui bam
ngay gitra phong, sach va tap chi xép thanh chong canh gluforng

“Anh khong dinh dong goi do dac hay 1am gi khic 42" t6i cam mot cudn sach va bung tach.
‘Brian lic dau. “Khong can thiét. Du chuyén gi xay ra thi moi thir trong cin phong niy van sé& bién

mat.”

“That sao?”

“Pung, nhu thé t6i chura tirng & day.”

“Thé thi that 1a budn,” t6i thit sy nghji vay. Can phong phan anh tinh cach cua ching t0i, no day
nhirng thtr minh yeu thich. Ai do, & dau day da don dep sach s€ can ho Brian timg ¢ luc con song. Co
thé trong mot ngan keo hay bé 16 swdi nao d6 van co mot tim hinh cta anh ta, nhung khi moi do vat

ctia anh ta khong con trong Ngoi Nha Danh Cho Nhitng Ai Mudn Tré Thanh Ma thi moi cé tinh riéng
cua anh ta cling mat tdam luon. Anh ta that sy da bién mat.

Nhjn qua cira so, t6i biét Dan van giit ng6i nhd nhu ltc t6i con song. Cai dém cua toi van trén xo-
pha, tAm tham trai san ching t61 cung chon van nam trén san nha va sach cua toi van xen k& voj sach

cua Dan trén k&. Nhung mot ngay nag d6, moi thir s& thay doi. Moi thir ctia toi s& bién mat. Va néu nhu
Anna vb duoc Dan thi diéu ndy s& dén nhanh hon.

“Anh sin sang di chua Brian?” t6i ¢6 ra vé han hoan.

Anh ta tu tr ding day va tho than di khap phong, lan lugt cam 1€n ting tam tranh va mo hinh tau
Itra, ngdm nhin chung ro1 dat xuong lai. Tham chi anh ta con m¢ t quan 4o va cudi voi nhitng doi
xang-dan dugc x€p thanh hang gon ghe.

“T61 phai n6i 101 tam biét, da dén luc di ro1.”

“Anh cho t61 ¢ cura trudc dugce khong? Té1 chi ndi vai cau voi Claire thoi.”

“Vao di,” Claire tra 161 khi t61 g0 ctra phong c6 ay.

Co6 ay dang ngoi bat chéo chan trén givdong, danh dan ghi-ta. Guong mit moc cua Claire trong tré
trung va hong hao.

“Brian sap di, em c6 muon tam biét khong?”

Co ay thd dai va dat cay dan xuong ném.

“That ky la. Lan dau tién gap Brian em khong thé dirng canh anh ay duoc... khong ngtri n61 mui...”

To61 khae khich cuoi.

_ “Nhung em s€ nh¢ anh ay,” Claire trugt khoi ném va budc veé phia t61. “Cam giac tir bi¢t that la
lam.”

“Claire,” to1 dat tay 1€n vai co éy. “Chi nho em mot viéc dugce khong? Chi can em lam giap chi mot
chuyén trong khi chi di ra nha ga Paddington véi Brian.”

C6 ay kién nhan ling nghe t6i giai thich ring Anna va Jess s& gip nhau tai quan White Horse nhu
thuong 1¢. T61 mo ta veé ngoai cua hai ngudi va duong dén quan, va hoi Claire c6 thé nghe 1én cudc
chuyén tro cua ho duoc khong.

“Dugc,” c6 ay md cua phong. “Khdong van dé gi. Nhung by nhé ctia em khong dugc tot lam vi vay
em s€ khong nh¢ hét duge moi thir dau nhe!”

“Khong sao, chi chi can biét nhitng gi Anna n61 vé Dan.”

Claire khyng lai no1 hanh lang va quay lai. “D6 1a hon phu cua chi phai khong? Co gi khong 6n voi



anh 4y a?”

“Chi khong lo cho Dan,” t61 nhin théng Claire, “ma la Anna.”

“Co chuyén gi voi ¢ ta?”

“Khong c6 gi ma mot cai tat khong thé giai quyét.”

“Em hiéu rdi.” Claire cudi vui vé va t6i thoang thdy hinh anh c6 gai Claire trudc day, co gai
Claire quyét chi ha guc 4 toc vang trén san nha.

“Chi khong am chi em tat c6 ta,” t61 vQi nhin dong ho. P hon bay gi0 muoi lam, Brian va to1 that
sy can phai di ngay. “Chi can nghe ho ndi gi va chi sé giai thich moi chuyén khi quay vé. Chi hta
day.”

“Khong sao,” Claire nam chit tay t01. “Em chi no1 tam bi¢t Ngai Boc Mui thoi.”
T6i nhin Claire chay xudng cau thang va 6m Brian-ngd- ngang.
q “Em s€ nho anh,” c6 éy om Brian that chat. “Hiwra véi em la anh s€ hanh phuc, du bat cr chuyén gi
xay ra.”
“Em cling vay nh¢, Claire,” Brian vong tay 6m va xoa lung c6 gai. “Em c6 biét 14 anh rat hanh dién

vé em. Bén dudi dang vé bt can va 16p phan son, em 1a mot c6 gai rat dang yéu va em xing dang
dugc hanh phuc.”

To1 dya vao thanh lan can, mat day 1€. Khi Thanh Bob néi rang ai cling s€ gan bd voi cudc song
trong Ngb1 Nha Danh Cho Nhirng Ai Mudn Tr¢ Thanh Ma, 61 da khong tin. T61 nén tin 101 6ng. Tim
to1 nhu muon vo tan khi nhin canh Claire va Brian Om nhau, Ho trong nhur cap diia 1éch, Brian cao,
om, toc tai ro1 bu, rau ria 16m chém, Claire thi thap, tron tria, tuyén mau den tu dau den chan, mai toc
xoan che phu tay Brlan nhung ho 1a nhiing nguoi duy, nhat tren doi biét toi tir ngay dau toi tGi day va
hiéu moi chuyén khé khan dén thé ndo. Va toi sé lam tit ca dé khién ho hanh phuc. Bat ctr chuyén gi.

Claire khoc nirc né lac Brian nhe nhang tach ¢d ay ra. Nudc mat 1an dai trén go ma ca hai nguoi.

“Anh sin sang di chua Brian?” t6i cat tiéng,

Anh ta 13y 6ng tay 40 lau mat va gat dau.

“Em van 6n, c6 thé di theo ddi Anna va Jess cht?” T6i thi thim lic 6m tam biét Claire.

Co gai gat du trén vai toi. “Tat nhién.”

“Cam on,” t6i dm chat Claire. “Va ct an tim vé Brian. Chj s& trong nom anh éy. Chi htra déy.”

Thang may dua chung t61 1€n lung chirng nha ga Paddington.

“Brian, anh dang cam thiy...”

Anh ta khong tra 101 ma chi 1am 1iii, di nhanh nhu gié vé phia cdy cau, dau ci gam, hai tay dut sau
trong ti quan.

“Anh dang cam thiy sao?” toi hoi lai, hbi ha chay theo cho kip.

“Du chuyén gi xay ra thi ciing k&,” anh ta 1am bam, nhin chaim chim xudng dat.

“Dlng, nhung...”

“Du két qua nhur thé nio ciing khong sao, Lucy.”

Lac dén chd cay cau, t6i dinh thoi anh ta mot cai. Nhung thay vi lam thé, t6i ding & mot bén trong
khi Brian dung ngay gitra cau, tay khoanh lai, khong ro1 mat khoi nhitng doan tau xinh xich cham rai di
tién vao nha ga.

“Vay Troy chic chin 1a cdu ta s& dén.” t6i ndi liic budc qua mit Brian 1an th tu.

“Chang c6 gi 12 chic chin ca Lucy.” Brian diém tinh tra 10i.

“Nhung giong diéu cdu ta noi rat hang hai phai khong?” Toi nhin déng hd minh. Gio 1a tam gio
dang. Troy ¢ cho quai nao vay?

“Giong dicu hang hai 1a sao?”” Brian ldp lai, nhan vai.

Lay Chua t6i! Anh ta dinh choc cho t6i ndi dién 1én hay sao? Sao anh ta chang c6 chit cam xtic ndo



hét? Néu t6i sip stra biét dugc minh c6 vugt qua dugce thir thach hay khong thi t6i s& kéo hét toc 1én,
phoi hét tam tri.

To61 lai nhin dong ho. Hon tdm gid mudi ma chang thdy bong dang Troy dau. Toi cang nghi vé di€u
do, thi lai cang khong ddm chac cau bé s€ xuat hién. To1 xoay ngudi khi c6 tiéng budc chan vang 1én &
phia sau.

“Brian,” t6i noi khé, v nhe 1én vai anh ta. “Troy dén r6i.”
Brian quay lai nhanh dén ndi tay t61 r&t khoi vai va dap xudng thanh cau.
“Troy,” anh ta dua tay ra bat. “Mung la cau co thé dén.”

Troy, mac 4o c6 mi mau xanh den, mil tum kin ca dau, chi gat dau trudc canh tay dua ra ciia Brian.
“E, 6n chr?”

“Toi rat khde, cam on ciu.” Brian tir tir rit tay ve.
Troy nhin tir dau xudng chan t61. “On khong?”
To1 gat dau. “On, cam on cau.”

C6 mot khoang im lang nguong nghiu khi tat ca ching toi cung nhin nhau, khong chic nén lam gi
tiep theo.
“E, t61 da doc miy to tap chi anh dua,” rdt cude Troy 1a nguoi pha v& su im lang. “Phai g1au no
dang sau cudn Loaded[109], vi viy ma me O khong phat hién ra, nhung rat tuyét, t6i da doc hét.”
Brian nhudng chan may “Cau nghi sao?”

“Trong d6 ciing c6 nhiéy thi hay ho,” Troy phan khoi gat dau, tham chi mil con pht xubng tin mat.
“T61 dang doc moi thur viét vé xe Iira & Peru. Hinh nhu c6 nam chd ngoat hinh chir chi trén tuyén
duong tir Cuzco dén Machu Picchu.”

“Duong zich zac,” Brian cuoi tuoi. “Toi1 da di ro1.”
Troy ha hoc miéng. “Anh dang dua.”

“T6i dén d6 mudi ndm trude. Tam nhin trén chuyén trd vé tir Machu Picchu dep khong thé ta. Ca
thanh ph6 nhu sang ruc trong dém.”
“Q, toi rat mubén xem thir.”

Ho tiép tuc thao luan vé tau ltra, huo tay dién ti. T6i ching thé 1am gi ngoai cudi. Say vai phut toi
dé ho mot minh, di tho than quanh nha ga r61 ngdi uong ca phe. Ta61 14t cudn tap chi ¢ san & trén ban
nhung khong doc dugc chir nao. Pau t61 day ap nhirng cau hoi. Liéu Troy co thtra nhan la minh say mé
xe ltra? Claire nghe duoc nhirng gi? Dan va Anna c6 phai 1a mot doi khong? Liu minh c6 hanh dong
qua tré? Pén chin gid thi toi khong thé chiu thém duoc nira. Toi bo ly ca phé va quay lai chd cay cau.

Brian va Troy van chang xé dich phin ndo va dang say sua chuyén tro. Chang ngudi ndo nhin ra toi
dang tién dén.

“Vay,” giong Brian cao bat thudng, tay dat trong tii. “Roi thi cdu c6 thira nhan cau say mé xe lira
khong?”

T6i khung lai va dimg im, van con cach ho vai mét. Troy d6i chan try. Ca ba ching toi van ding &
mot goc tach biét trén cau. T61 nin thd. Hay noi ¢o6 di, t01 cau nguyén. Hay noi co di.

Troy hing giong. “O thi ¢6, nhung néu anh hd ra tir ndo voi ban toi, t6i s& giét anh.”

Nu cudi nd trén mat Brian that khac la. N6 kéo tir tai ndy sang tai kia, d6i mat anh ta rang ngoi.

“Xin 16i,” Brian n6i. “T6i khong nghe rd. Cau nhéc lai duoc khong?”

Troy gii dau. “Piéc 4? T6i ndi cb, toi 1a ngudi mé xe lra. Toi s& khong noi lai dau.”

Brian gio tay va 6m cham lay Troy.

“Camon!” Anh ta la 1én. “Cam on, cam on, cam on.”

“E, tha t6i ra,” Troy hoang h6t va g& tay Brian ra. “Pung ¢6 lam nhu gay thé.”

Luc Brian thd cau bé ra réi, cau ta stra 4o lai cho thang thém, r61 k€o mi 1én dau va nhin dién
thoai.



“Gid t6i phai di rdi,” Troy ndi. “Toi ¢ hen véi ban gai. Cam on vi da cho tdi s6 ctia cau lac bo
tau Itra do, Brian. To1 s€ lién lac vo1 ho.”

“Cau phai goi,” Brian van cudi toe toét. “Cau s& thich cho ma xem. Toi hia day.”

“Anh s€ c6 mat chu?” Troy hoi.

“Khong,” Brian lac dau. “T6i sap sta di xa, rat 1au.”

“Chd d6 dugc chir?”

Brian cuoi tuoi. “Rat duoc.”

“Vay thi tho1. Chic vui vé. Hen gdp lai.”

Cau ta chao Brian theo kiéu nha binh va L bang qua cdy cau, dau cii Xuong, dién thoai di dong kep

gitta mil trim va tai. T6i chd cho dén khi ciu ta bién mat ngay goc cua roi mdi quay lai 6m cham lay
Brian.

“Anh da lam duoc,” to1 la 1én. “Anh that sy da 1am duoc, Brian!”
“T6i d4, toi dd 1am duoc!” Brian nhic bong t6i 18n va xoay vong tron. “Va t6i khong thé hoan thanh
néu khong co6 co, Lucy Brown.”
i “\,{ay g1 thi sao?” t61 hoi loang choang khi anh ta dit t61 ding lai. “Lam sao anh tr& thanh ma
ay?
“C6 van chura doc hét cac quy dinh phai khéng Lucy?” Brian chan chudng lic dau.
Ngay ltc toi dinh tra 10, thi c6 hai gi cao gdy mic vest xam va deo kinh den budc 1én cdy cau. Ho
di canh nhau, budc déu cho 'dén khi lai chd chung to1 thi ngurng.
“Phai Brian Worthing khong?” gi dimg gan Brian hoi.
T6i canh giac nhin Brian nhung anh ta trong van than nhién.
“Vang,”
“Thanh Bob goi cho anh,” ga kia nd1, dién thoai di dong cAm trén tay.
“Vang,” Brian cam lay dién thoai. “Vang, vang, dung thé. Vang, t6i s& lam. Vang, cam on Bob. Toi
cling chuc 6ng may man.”

Hai ga d6 mat khong chit cam xtc, quan sat Brian tat may, gip dién thoai lai. G& dung gan to1 dua
tay ra nhan dién thoai, tha vao trong thi va git dau v6i i kia. Ho clmg nhic xoay ngudt va quay trd
lai dudng cil.

“Tot dep chir?” t61 thic mac, lién tuc ddi chan trong khi Brian cudi toe toét.

“Do6 1a Bob. Toi s€ tr¢ thanh ma.”

“Khi nao?”

“Rét...” Brian nhin xudng tay. Lan da nhin nheo va nhitng ndt tan nhang bién mét, 1an da anh ta nhot
nhat va tron lang nhu nén nha tho. “séom thoi.”

“Nhanh 1én,” anh ta ndm tay t61 va kéo t61 di doc theo cay cau. “Chung ta can noi chuyén riéng.
Chung ta khong con nhiéu thoi gian dau.”

Chung to1 chay, tay trong tay, xuong nha ga, chi dung lai khi dén nha v€ sinh nam. Brian hé ctra mdt
chut va ng6 vao trong.

“To1 khong thé vao trong d6.” Toi phan doi khi anh ta day toi vao trong.

“On thoi,” anh ta cti xuong va nhin vao khe hd bén duéi tirng budng vé sinh. “Chang c6 ai khac &
trong nay.”

T6i dtng gitta cin phong nhod va cd khong cham vao thir gi. Gach G 6p tuong vang khe, ban thiu, va

mui khai boc 1én tir cac bon tiéu. Toi bit miii va nhin nhd vé1 Brian. Dudi anh dén huynh quanh anh ta
trong gan nhu trong sudt

“Brian!” to1 ha hoc vi kinh ngac. “Anh dang bién mat.”
“Dieu do xay ra khi c6 bién thanh ma,” rau anh ta dam xuyén qua moi trén luc cuoi véi to1. “Xin



161 vi phai kéo co vao day, Lucy, nhung diéu khoan dic biét ndi 1a co6 khong thé bién thanh ma ching
nao con ¢6 nguoi nhin thay.”

To1 nhin anh ta chdm cham, mat mé to. “Anh khong dua chir. Co6 thé nhin xuyén qua xuong cang tay
ctua anh.”

“Vay thi 6m toi di,” Brian md rong mot canh tay rudi, “trong khi t6i van con thoi gian.”

T61 yong tay quanh nguoi anh ta, nhung d6 khong con la Brian ran chac, am nong ma toi thu’(‘)’ng
om. Giong nhu thé toi dang 6m miéng bot bién hay cay kem socola. Thaim chi anh ta cling chang con
cai mui dac trung nira. Anh ta chang c6 mui gi. Anh ta that sy sap di ro.

“Tbi s& nhd anh Brian, t61 khong biét minh s& nhu thé ndo trong thé gidi nay néu khong c6 anh.”
Toc to1 bay nhu thé mot luéng g16 vira thoi qua va t61 nhan ra Brian dang c6 vudt toc minh.
“C6 manh mé hon c6 nghi day Lucy,; 101 cua Brian chi con la tleng thj thim. “C6 1a mdt co gai dé

throng va Dan la mot ga rat, rat may man vi co mdt ngudi nhu ¢d yéu. Néu toi ¢ thé song lai, néu toi
co the tré lai, t61 udc gi ¢ mot phu nit nhur..

Tir “c6’ cubi ciu chi con 1a tiéng ‘ooohh’ ,trong tal va to1 dang 6m khong khi. To1 budce lui lai. Hinh
anh Brian m¢ dan trong khong khi nhu mot tam hinh bac mau, chi con nhin thay khuén mat voi anh mat
yén binh, m0t nu cudi trén moi.

“Hay hanh phiic nhé Brian,” t61 thi tham. “Hay hanh phuc.”

Anh ta gat dau va nhay dé ngan dong nudc mat. “D1 di Brian. D1 di. To61 s€ On, to1 hira day. Cam on
anh vi moi thir.”

'Anh ta nhin t6i khong chdp trong vai gidy nira, roi budc vé phia bon tleu, di xuyén qua tuong va
bién mat. Toi van nhin chdm cham vao bic tu:ong khi ctra nha v€ sinh m¢ va ngudi ban vé tré mang
xOng vao.

“Nham roi, nguoi dep,” anh ta nhin tir dau xuéng chan t6i. “Nha vé sinh nit ¢ bén kia.”

To1 quay vé Ngdi Nha Danh Cho Nhitng A1 Mudn Trd Thanh Ma va thay Claire dang ngoi1 trén ban
an mo1 dugc lau sach s€, mot tach tra dat trude mat, hai tay Om dau.

“Em 6n khong?” Toi vo nhe 1én qua dia bing toc trén dau. “Dring buodn, Claire. Brian d3 vuogt qua
thir thach va tr& thanh ma. Chi chua tirng thay anh 4y hanh phuc dén the.”

Claire ngudc 1én nhin khi t61 kéo ghé va ngdi doi dién co ay.

“Khong phai 1a Brian,” Claire lac lac cai nhan trén mili, “du em that su rat nhd anh ay.”

“Vay thi vi chuyén gi?”

“Po 1a ban chi, Anna,” ¢6 ay nhin t61 ré1 dot ngodt quay mat di.

To1 bat an. “Anna thi sao?”

“Chi muon nghe tin tot hay tin xau.”

“Tin tot,” t61 chap hai tay lai va an chung lén moi.

“Anna n6i voi Jess 1 c6 ta van chua ngi v6i Dan, thim chi ho con chua tirng hon nhau.”

Cai ban rung 1én khi t61 chom qua va 6m chat Claire. Ping! Pung! Ding! Anna d3 né1 doi khi hét
vao mdt to1 trong nha ga tau di€én ngdm va ndi vo1i té61 Dan 1a mot ngudi tinh tuyét voi. Oi, Ta on Chuaa!

“Va tin xau 1a gi?” t61 bon chon hoi, ngodi lai trén ghé.

“C0 ta ndi co ta song hét do1 vai Dan va ¢6 ta khong quan tam 1a anh ta c6 muon c6 con hay khong,
Co6 ta chi muén 6 canh anh ta.”

“Cai gi?” Toc to1 nhu dyng nguoc 1€n. “Co ta no1 doi. Co ta chi mudn anh ay hién tinh trung, C6 ta
muon co con, do la tat ca nhitng gi ¢6 ta mudn ké tir khi chia tay Julian.”

“Nhung, Lucy, c0 ta no1 co ta chua tirng yéu ai nhu yéu anh ta.” Claire khé khang, “va c6 vé nhu ¢c6
ta no1 that. Co ta nd1 véi Jess 1a s€ mo1 anh ta dén ti€éc sinh nhat cia c6 ta vao thir Tu, dinh s€ tién
thém mdt budc nira, va tho 10 tinh cam véi anh ay.”

“Khong, khong dung, khong phai dau.”



To6i voi ndm lay tay Claire, nhung nhiing ngén fay cua t61 run dén ndi t6i dung phai cai tach, 1am do
tra nong ra day ban, ca nguoi t01 va ro1 moi thir to1 sam lai.



CHUONG 36

NGAY THU BA, 14 THANG NAM - NGAY THU MUOI TAM

Chuyén quai quy, gi thé pay? Tai sao Clajre lai trén giuong t61? Toi nhim va mé mat lai 1an nira.
Chang co gi thay do1, co ay van con do, dau dat trén gbi canh t6i, chin long vit dip trén vai. Mat
Claire m¢ va dang nhin t6i chim chu.

“Chj 6n khong Lucy‘?” co y thi tham, vén toc khoi mit toi.
“Chj khong biét,” toi than trong nhin quanh, phan ndo trong doi Brian, Archie va Sally s& nhay vot
ra tir bén dudi chan. “Sao em lai nam trén gluzcmg chi?”

“Pém qua em tht sy rat lo cho chi,” c6 Ay nhom ddy chdng tay 1én. “Sau khi em néi vé Anna chi bi
ngat, ngd khoéi ghe, dau dap xudng san. Chi nam bat dong trong mot Iic va khi cir dong chi lai lam
nham.”

“Chi da no1 gi?”

“Chi ctr goi t€n Dan va Anna. Ch1 cd ra khoi nha vi vay em phai om chit chi lai va gdi canh cho
dén khi chi dong ¥ 1én givdong nam.”

To1 ro tay ra sau lung va rén ri. “Vi vady ma xuong suon chi bi dau a?”

“Xin 16i chi,” c6 ay cudi lo lang. “Chi 13 em khong muon chi ném di co hoi tré thanh ma khi tim
cach giao tiep vo1 Dan nira. Vi vdy ma em nam trén givong chi. Em sg chi di.”

To1 thd dai. “Cam on Claire, em da lam dung.”

“Chi chac khong? Chi khong gian em chir?”

“Khong ma. Chi thé.”

T61 nhin cham cham 1€n tran nha, tri 6¢ 1am viéc hét toc luc. To61 chi con c6 ba ngay nira thi dén
han hai muroi mét ngdy va t61 ¢6 hai lya chon:

1/ Tt bo va Ién thién duong.

2/ Chién dau dén cung.

“Lucy, chi co6 chac la chi 6n khong?”

“On ma,” t6i rén 11 ngdi day hat chin ra. “That day. Va dé chirng minh diéu d6 v4i em thi chi con
pha ca phé cho em. Chi chi can goi mot cuoc dién thoai trudc.”

Tam gi¢ to1 t61 day ctra nha hang Kung Po va bao vdi ngudi phuc-vu-kho-chiu la té1 da dat ban cho
ba nguoi. Co ta chi cho cho t61, chg go1 d6 uong ré1 dat mot chai rugu va ba cai ly trudc mat toi. To1
hop mot ngum, bung nhon nhao vi bon chon. Pay la co hoi cudi cung dé hoan thanh thir thach cua to1.

“Chao Lucy, trong c6 nhu dang & cach day hang nghin dam.” Mgt giong n6i vui vé vang 1én ngay
canh.

Sally kéo ghé va ngdi xudéng. Co ay mic 4o T-shirt hinh Hello Kitty va quin jean, toc thit bim hai
bén cdt day mau vang. Co ay trong rat dé thuong va t61 cdm nhan la Archie s€ thay Sally cudn hut. It
nhat 1a thé, to1 mong vay.

“Mung 1 ¢ c6 thé dén,” t6i cudi v6i co dy. “Co mubn udng chit ruou khong?”

Khi t61 v6i1 14y cai chai thi c6 4y nhin chdm chdm ra cura.

“Pung lo,” toi rot day ly. “Archie s& dén.”

“Ld dén vay sao?”’ co éy nhin lai t61, ma do bung.

“Chi 1 ba ngudi ban in t6i cing nhau thoi,” giong t6i nghe c6 vé chic chin hon cam giac cua
minh. “Dung tao ap luc.”

“Dl‘rng tao ap luc,” Sally 1dp lai va uong mot ngum 16m.

Thuyét phuc Sally khong tao ap luc 1a mot 1& , thuyét phuc chinh minh lai khac. Moi viéc s€ suon s¢
thoi. Sally qua manh mé& nhung lai thuoc tuyp co dién dé ngo 10i trudce, con Archie thi lai khong biét



minh muon gi, vi vay ké hoach ctia t6i 1a kéo ho lai v6i nhau, khoi mao cau chuyén, rdi cdo 16i va di.
Sau do, t61 chi phai bat chéo ngon tay va dé cho s6 phan lam nhi¢ém vy ctia minh.

“Lucy,” Sally gio ly ruou 1én. “Toi mubn ubng mirng.”

‘;g() hoi som khéng?” t6i thic mac, mat nhin ra ctra. “Khong doi Archie dén rdéi an mirng luon
sa0?

“Khong,” c6 Ay lac dau, bim toc lac lac, “day 1a chic mirng gitra phu nit véi nhau.”

“Duoc...”

Cb 4y cho t6i nang ly 1én, rdi cung ly. “Chuc mumng!” c6 dy cat 1oi khi cung. “Chtc mirng phu ni,
va dat dugc nhirng diéu chung ta mong mudn.”

“Vi nhiing diéu chiing ta mong muén,” tdi cung lai.

Sally ubng mot ngum va nhin toi qua vanh ly.

“Gi the? Sao c6 nhin ti nhu the?”

“Toi1 thay ¢6 hoi bi an, Lucy Brown. Co khong bao gio noi vé minh. C6 néi vé cong vig¢c, Archie
va sudt ca budi trién 1im Star Trek ¢b cudi dua vui vé, nhung t6i chang biét gi vé cd.”

T61 nhin vai. “T61 doan minh hoi khép kin.”

“Co khong phai kiéu nguoi khép kin nhu thé.” C6 ay chéng tay 1én cam va nhin t6i cham cham.
“Khi t61 nang ly va no1 vé nhirng di€u chiing ta mong mu6n, anh mat co rat la.”

“Anh mét nhu thé nao?”

“Mdt anh mat tuyét vong.”

T6i v6i ldy chai rugu. Chang 1& ndi tuyét vong tim dudng quay lai vi Dan thé hién rd dén thé?

“Khong c6 gi,” toi rot day ly. “T6i chi dang nghi dén viéc khac.”

“Hay a1 khac?”

“That ra, t61...”

Tiéng chudng cira reo 1én ciru nguy cho t6i va ca hai déu quay sang nhin xem ai vira budc vio.

“A1 di cung Archie vay?” Sally nhin t6i.

“Po,” toi dirng day dé chao ngudi phu nir dang tién lai gan, “1a ba Archie.”

“Chang tuyét hay sao,” Archie vira noi vira mé thuc don. “Ba ngudi phu nit tdi yéu quy déu ¢ cliing
mot noi.”

Sally vira cuoi vira dua khin gidy 1én chim miéng. Ba Humphreys-Smythe ném cho t6i 4nh mit
khinh miét.

“Chau trai t6i chiang chu ddo khi moi ba gia ¢ don tdi nghiép ndy ra ngoai an toi ciing sao?” ba ta
hudng anh mat sang Sally.

“Ba dau co gia,” Sally ngdi thang dy va lam rét khin gidy. “Luc ba mdi budc vao chau ctr nghi ba
la me Archie.”

“Sao ma tré dén thé duoc,” Ba Humphreys-Smythe nheo mit.

‘Khong, dung nhu vay ma, ba trong tré hon tudi nhiéu.” Sally khang dinh.
y “”Chél, cam on,” ba ta tang cho Sally nu cud1 vui vé. “That vui khi gdp dugec mdt co gai tré khéo

¢o.

Sally cudi khuc khich va gidu mit sau to thuc don vira lac Archie gip né lai.

“Vay,” anh ta nhin quanh ban, ro6 rang cam nhan dugc khong khi cang thang giita t6i va ba, “moi
nguoi da san sang goi mon chua?”

T6i liéc anh ta.

“P6 14 cau tra 101 dong ¥ phai khong?” Anh ta hoan toan khong hiéu ¥ t6i mudn ndi gi. “Moi nguoi
xong chua? Ba? Sally? Tuyé¢t.”



Archie gat dau voi ngudi phuc vu dang hoi ha tién lai ban toi.

“Ba go1 mon gi?” Archie hoi.

Ba Humphreys-Smythe bat dau bai dién thuyet v6i nguoi phuc vu bang nhtrng cau hoi vé cic mon
trong thyc don. Chédc chan la cac mon an ¢6 ném bot ngot dung khong‘7 Co thé goi com tron ma khong
co trimg dugc khong (ba ta khong phan d6i nhiéu trimg)? Ga chi lay wre thoi duoc khong (ba ta khong

chiu dui)? Nha hang c6 ném gia vi dac biét khong (mot chut thi dugc, nhung khong duoc nhiéu)? Sau
khi da xong cac cau hoi ba ta bat dau goi mon khai vi, mon chinh, mén trang miéng va ca phé.

Oi, Lay Chua!

Ba ta lai dang phan nan vé mon thit chét tiét. Du tdi c¢6 bién mat thi Archie va Sally cling dau dugc
0 mot minh bén nhau. T6i da chénh choang. Hoan toan, thit sy nga say. Va, con hon thé nita, la thu
thach cua t61. Chi c6 mot viéc dé lam. Udng, udng, uong cho say.

Pén lac mon cudi duoc don 18n thi t6i da say. Sally di chuyén sang uéng nude loc sau ly ruou thir
hai (mdt quyét dinh nhan dugc cai gat dau phé chuan cuia ba Humphreys-Smythe), con Archie goi
“chai rugu vang do tot nhat nha hang c6” dé uong cung ba. Vi vady ma chi c6 minh t61 uong hét chai
rugu vang trang. Va cudi cung toi cling uong hét. Khi nhitng nguoi khac chi tAm vao dung bira thi toi
lay dia choc choc mon mi xao ga quanh dia, tay kia cam ly ruou.

“Khong do1 a?” Archie ngudc 1€n hoi khi an duge mdt nira dia tom hum sot chua ngot.

T61 nheo mat nhin anh ta. “T61 6n. Cam on vi da quan tam.”

Anh ta khé nhoc nudt xuong roi1 ching néi 101 nao vai t61 cho dén khi mon trang miéng dugc dua
1én va chai ruou thir hai cua to1 da hét.

“Co khat a?” Ba Humphreys-Smythe nhan xét, nhudng chan may khi phuc vu rot day ly toi.

“Puing, cam on.” To61 uong mot hoi hét nira ly ro1 dat n6 xuong ban. N6 lac lu nhung khong do.

Ba Humphreys-Smythe l1ay dia xién mi€ng vai va lam bam gi d6 trong miéng.

“Xin 16i?” t6i cat tiéng, nhin khap mit ba ta. “Ba dang noi vé toi sao?”

~Sally va Archie cung hoang hét nhin t61. Ba Humphreys-Smythe bdm m6i va ép ra nu cud1 mim gia
do6i nhat ma to1 tung thay.

“Ta n6i” - ba ta chdm rdi ndi ting ttr nhur thé i bi diéc - “ring c6 nhiéu chd tro gitip nhitng ngudi
nhu ¢0.”

“Nhitng ngudi nhu t6i sao? Thé nghia 13 gi?”

Lo1 noi cda t61 1iu nhiu vao nhau va c6 té1 ba Humphreys-Smythe. Va ca ba déu trong nhu ac quy.

_ “Pau can phai xau ho khi thira nhan 1a minh dang gip rac roi dau,” ba ta s& 1én chudi ngoc trai trén
c0. “Hinh nhu gio d6 dang la mot thi phai. Clt m& bao ra l1a thdy mdt danh sach tir A dén Z cac nhan
vat no1 tieng phai di phuc hoi nhan pham.”

“Vay la ba dang noi1 t61 nén di phuc ho1 nhan pham sao?” t61 nhudng mot chan may 1én.

“Y kién d6 khong toi,” ba ta rit. “Theo nhitng gi Archie ké thi c6 dac biét quan tim dén nho.”

“Cha, tr nhirng gi Archie ké thi ba nén b1 tong vao vién dudng 1ao va dé anh ta dugc song cudc doi
ctia minh.”

Archie, Sally va ba ta cung ha hoc miéng.

“Lucy, t61 khong cho phép cd noi thé voi ba.”

“Cha, phai c6 ai do n6i ra cht.” To1 dop thang vao mat anh ta. “Cau quéd heén nhat nén khong dam
lén tiéng cho minh.”

“Lucy. Ngung di.”

Trong giong noi Archie c6 &m caph cao nhyng t0i qua say nén khong quan tim. Toi dung hét strc
minh d€ gitip anh ta, nhung Archie van diing vé phia ba chtr khong phai toi. Khon khiép. Archie khon

khiép, ba gia khon khlep va Sally ngu ngoc dang c6, nhung that bai, gidu ny cuoi khuc khich trong tay.
To1 khong vuot qua dugc thur thach. To1 da that bal Sau thir Séu toi & khong bao gio dugc thiy Dan



nita hay xin 16i vi di cdi v véi anh Ay, rdi Anna s& bua vy anh 4y va moi chuyén s& hét, chAm hét.
Nhu thé t6i chua tung ton tai. Nhu thé t6i chua ting ¢ mat trén doi. Nhu the t61 chua ting duge yéu.
To61 ldo ddo chi vé trude va tim lay chai ruou. Me kiép Archie va ba anh ta. Me kiép tat ca bon ho.
To1 con gi dé mat co chir? Chang con gi ca.

“To1 s& khong im,” t61 liu nhiu. “D3 dén ltc toi phai thanh that voi anh Archie. Pa dén ltic c6 ai d6
noi véi anh rang anh that sy 1a gi ngdc t6i nghiép dén mirc ndo. Anh c6 biét vi sao chang cO gai nao
thich anh taj budi hen ho téc d6 khong? Vi anh chan ngat. Cudc séng cuia anh chan ngit, moi thir anh
no1 chan ngat. Anh chi 1a d6 chan ngat, chan ngat, chan ngat.”

T6i dang khong can bang va nhan tam khing khiép, nhung ngay ca t6i ciing khong tin nhirng gi minh
dang noi, to61 khong thé ngirng. Trong khoanh khac do to61 do 101 cho Archie tat ca nhiing viéc da xay ra
vO1 minh, nhitng that bai da trai qua, nhitng 161 1am gy ra, nhitng dém t61 khoc can nudc mat ro1 thiép
di.

“Lucy, lam on d1,” Archie nai ni, dat tay 1én tay toi.

T6i hit tay anh ta ra bang tat ca sirc luc ¢ duoc. Anh ta giat ndy va xoa tay, vé choang vang hién
trén mat.

“Ta nghi da dén lac c¢6 veé roi, co gai tré,” ba Archie dat dia xudng. “Trong to1 nay c6 da ty lam
minh bé mat dua r61.”

“Qi chao, ba nghi thé that sao?” t6i quay ngoat sang ba ta. “Cha, toi c6 tin mdi cho ba day, Ba Gia
Ngu Xuan Ra Vé. Toi van chua noi hét dau. Sao ching ta khong noi mot it vé ba nhi, t6i nay ching ta
van chua néi_hét chuyén cta ba. O, vay 1a ba thich nhac ¢ dién. That 14 tuyét voi lam sao. Va ba nghi
phién ban Ho Thién Nga vO1 nam dong vai thién nga 1a ghé tom. Oi, quel dom—mage[m Nhan tién

dang no61 vé ba thi hay cung noi vé thuc té 1a diéu duy nhat 1am ba sung sudng 1a khién cho chau ba
cling kho so nhu ba dirgc khong?”

ROi t0i cau may. Archie da dung 1én va dang tom lay c6 tay toi. Mt anh ta d6 gay va run hét ca
nguoi.

“Pu roi, Lucy.” Khong chi ¢6 thé ma ca nha hang dang nhin vé ban toi. “Toi muén ¢ di.”

T6i cd thoat nhung anh ta manh hon vé ngoai éo 14.

“Néu toi khong di thi sao?” t6i vic lai.

“Pi di,” anh ta nhin thang vao mat toi. “Ngay.”

Dot nhién hai phuc vu xuét hién tai ban.

“Moi thir 6n chr?” mot gi hoi.

“On ca,” toi trimg trirg nhin Archie. “T6i vira dinh vé.”

Anh ta tha c0 tay t6i va va Iui lai. Ca nha hang im phiang phac. Toi 1ay tai xach.
X “Gid toi s& ve,” t6i liu riu, deo tai xach 1én vai va lach ra khoi ban. “Cam on tat ca vi mot bira toi
that tuyét.”

Khi t61 loang choang tién ra ctra, mot gd phuc vu chay 1én trudc va mé sin ctra. T6i nhin vé phia
trudge va co khong da chan nay vao chan kia.

“That kho va,” giong ciia ba Archie oang oang. “Nghién rugu va an noi hdn 140. Ta di ndi voi chau
co tala d6 chang ra gi, Archie, ta da canh bao chau.”

T6i lao dao quay lai, va loang choang di vé phia d6. “Noéi lai di?”

Ba Archie mim cuoi hai 1ong. “Ta nghi ¢6 da nghe ro.”

To1 cuoti lai. “To1 chi muon ki€ém tra lai, trede khi t61 lam thé nay...”

Toi1 khong chac ba ta bat dau hét 1én tir lac nao - khi t61 v§ 1ay ly rugu vang do cua ba ta hay luc
t61 d6 no 1én dau ba ta - nhung chiac chin la ba ta dang la khi rugu chdy xudng khuén mat nhian nheo
gla nua xau xi va nho giot khoir ma.



CHUONG 37

THU TU, NGAY 15 THANG NAM - NGAY THU MUOI CHIN

T6i goi Archie mudi 1dm lan trong sang thir Tu. Muoi 13m 1an, dau t6i déu dau nhu bia bo, va anh
ta van khong chiu né1 chuyén véi toi.

Ba Humphreys-Smythe nhic may lan dau tién, nhung 01 qua xau ho nén khong ndi duoc 15i nao,
ngay ca khi ba ta noi. “C6 ¢g thé im lang, khong noi 101 ndo néu muén, nhung ta biét do 1a co, va ta
biéf tai sao c6 goi. Co ¢ thé quén di ¥ dinh gap hay noi chuyén véi Arch;e nira. N6 rat gian rghu;ng
hanh vi t01 qua cua c6. Rat gian. That mat tu cach, c6 Brown. Co6 1a vay day: mat tu cach, va rat tam
thuong.”

T6i 6 thé ndi gi, day? Toi lam thé ndo dé bién hd cho minh day? To1i khong thé, vi ba ta néi diing.
T6i that sy da rét, rat tn nhan voi Archie. Nguoc lai, ba ta co quyén lam thé. To1 da néi dang, nhung
da di qua xa khi o ruou vang do 1én ngudi ba ta. Téi biét Archie sé khong bao gio tha thir cho hanh
dong do, nhung t61 van muodn noi 101 xin 161. Chi con c6 hai ngdy nira thi Thanh Bob s& budc t61 phai
quay lai ¢5i trung gian. To61 khong thé di ma khong n6i 161 xin 161. Chi 1a t61 khong thé.

Claire tim thdy t6i trong bép, hai tay dang 6m quanh cc tra da.

“Hom nay 1a ngay cudi cung cta em,” Claire nhay 1én ngdi trén chiéc ghé doi dién, “va em van
chua biét nén lam gi trong ngay nay. Em chéng c6 dong luc dé vugt qua thi thach. Ca tuan lién em
chang gip hoc tro cua minh. Em dinh ca ngay lam cho Keith khon kho nhung rdi rét cude em lai chi tu
gy dau kho. Chang biét trén thién duong co ruou snakebite va nhac hip-hop khong nhi? Lucy...
Lucy... chi 6n chu?

T6i lac dau. Miéng t6i kho dén ndi ludi dinh vao ham trén cing ngic.

“Bira toi dém qua thé ndo?” Claire hd hdi hoi. “Archie va Sally c6 phai long nhau khong? Chi co
vuot qua thir thach khong?”

T6i nhip mot ngum tra va tach ludi ra. “Chi say quic can cau.”

“Nhu thé nao?” Claire xoay xoay cai nhin quanh ngén tay va cudi véi t6i. “Em chic moi viéc
khong t€ nhu chi nghi dau.”

“T¢ 14m.”

“Oi chét that. Lucy, doi khi chi 12 chua 1am tram trong hoa van dé. Say quic can cau trong tir dién
cua Lucy chac chan c6 nghia 1a chi hat d6 chat rugu trong khi Sally cuo1 nghiéng nga trudc cau pha
tro gi do cua Archie.”

“Chj dau c6 hat d6 ruou,” di di ngon tay 18n vét ca phé trén ban. “Chi d6 16n nguoi khac.”

Claire cuoi vang l1én. “Me kiép! Em méi 1a loai ddm lam viéc d6, khong phai chi. Ma chi da d6
ruou 1én ngu’orl ai the?”

T6i nhim mét. “Ba cua Archie.”

“Chét that.” Claire tic ludi nhu thé chu thau vira tring cong trinh 1on. “Chi dang dua a? Nghiém
tic sao? Qua vé mit chi thi em chac 1a chi dang n01 that. Da xay ra chuyen gi?”

“Chuyén dai 1am,” t6i lau giot nude tra nho xudng ban, “nhung ndi ngan gon 1a chi di lam hong hét
moi vi¢c va gio Archie s& khong noi1 chuyén vdi chi nira. Nhiém vu cta chi the 1a di tong ré1 Claire.
Chi da pha tan hét r61.”

“Chj dinh lam gi?” Claire thic mac.

Toi lac dau. “Chi khong biét. Chi c6 thé lam gi? Chi khong thé ép Archie ndi chuyén véi chi, va chi
chang th¢ di tim anh ta vi chi ndo biét anh ta song ¢ dau. Gio tat ¢4 nhitng gi chi c6 thé lam ]a c6 ngin
Anna tho 16 tinh cdm v&1 Dan t61 nay. Chi can chi c6 thé clru anh ay thoat khéi co ta thi it nhat chi cling
da lam dugc gi do.”

““Vay thi em s€ gitp chi,” Claire nam lay tay t61. “Quén Keith Krank di va hay cung nhau ngan con
soi cai kia vo 14y ban trai chi ”



Luc chung to1 di dén dudng nha Anna thi tro1 da t6i. Con dudng van ndo nhiét voi tiéng nhac 6n ao
va anh den mau chiéu ra tir cac khung ctra s6. Nhirng con nguoi dep de€, thoi trang nhon nhip ra vao
cuira trudc va san, hat thuoc, uong rugu. Ca nghin nam trudce to1 cling tham du bira tiec nhu thé nay. Toi
s€ cung nhirng ly rugu coc tai tu pha tai nha Anna va nhin nhay theo di€u nhac. Dan cling tham gia, du
ngay bén tai 1a tiéng chuyén tro rom ra van tuoi cudi voi toi tur phia bén kia phong. Cuoi bira tiéc ca
hai ching 61 déu nga say, phan khich, vong tay quanh nguoi nhau, loang choang budc Ién taxi, huyen
thuyén suot duong vé nha. Ro6i ca haj cung ngd ra giuong, cuoi dua va, néu van con du suc, chung to1
s& [am tinh trudc khi nga say nhu chét.

“Tiéc tung trong khiép qua,” Claire nhan xét khi chiing t6i dtng & ngay trudc cin nha sat vach nha
Anna.

Khong ¢6 khach nao trong vuon nha Anna liéc .chang 61 lan thir hai. Hodc 13 ho qua say, hoac 1a
qué mai mé tiéc tiing nén chang thém dé ¥ dén c6 nang Gothi béo ltn va nguoi ban di cung.

“Néu Dan va Anna khong c6 & trong vuon, ma & trong nha thi sao?” toi thi tham. “Ngay luc chi dat
chan vao nha co ta s€ nhin ra ngay va s€ bi ném ra ngoai ngay lap tirc.”

“Em c6 thé vao trong,” Claire dé xuat. “Em chua tirng thay Dan, nhung em nhan ra Anna. D6 dan
ba xao quy¢ét.”

“Cam on dé nghi cua em,” t6i nhin chim chim noi cira ra vao. “Chj vira nghi Dan s& ra ngoai ngay
tho1, Anna khong cho phép hut thuoéc ¢ trong nha.”

Claire lyc tim trong tai xach va lay ra mot goéi thuoc.

“Nhan tién n6i dén no,” Claire cuoi toe, “co 1€ nén tranh thu hat thir nhd nho nay. Em khong nghi
trén thién duong c6 canh mua ban thudce 14.”

Claire rit lién tyc bon diéu va vura dinh cham di€u thir nam thi to1 hit sau va chi vé phia ctra. Mot
nguo1 dan 6ng cao, toc den dang 1an tim t1 sau quan jean, tay kia cam chai rugu whisky.

To1 huych Claire. “Dan do.”

Co ay nhin xuyén qua lan khoi thuéc mu mit. “Hinh nhu anh ay say.”

Gan nhu dé xac nhan cho cau noi vura ro1 cua Claire, Dan say chan lac budc xuong hién, va nho
kip tom lay tay mot gd gan d6 mdi khong ngd dap mat xudng nén.

“Xin 16i,” Dan lay lai thing bang. “Thanh that xin 16i. Xin 16i. Xin 161.”

Gi kia lac dau va noi gi d6 ma t6i khong nghe rd. Toi Quan sat Dan vura rit thudc vira loang choang

len qua dam déng, lao dao tong vao ho, 1lam do ruou. Cudi cing anh Ay ciing dén duoc tuong ngodi va
nga ngudi tya lung ngdi xong xoai trén nén dat.

“Dan,” mdt giong nit goi. “Dan, anh c6 ngoai d6 khong?”

Anna mac 4o thun 6m ruc 10, quan jean va mang doi gidy cao got ngdt nguong, xuat hién trén
ngudng cua.

“Dan!” c6 ta lai goi. “C6 ai thiy Dan dau khong?”

“Anh ta & dang kia,” ai d6 chi vé phia birc twong. “T6i nghi anh ta can giup.”

“Vay t61 s€ 1a ¢6 gai nhan nhiém vu do.”

_ Toi nhin Claire. Mat c¢6 ay nheo lai, ngudi thang do trong lic quan sat Anna lach qua dam déng di

vé phia Dan.

“Em c6 nén nén ¢d ta? Néu chj mudn em s& lam.”

T6i lac dau. “Chi rat muén lam thé. Nhung dirng ngin 6 ta.”

“Chj sao thé?” Claire nhin t6i chim cham, diéu thudc 1ap 1oe trén tay. “Chi dang dua.”

“Chj s& giai thich v6i em sau. Chuyén dai 1am.”

Claire nhich xa t61 mot chit, va cuoi1. “Em c6 nén s¢ chi khong?”

“Suyyyyt” to1 dua mdt tay 1€n. “Dan dang no61 gi d6.”

Dan van ngdi song soai, dang nhin Anna chim chim. C6 ta dang cui xudng, vudt toc khoi mat anh



,
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ay.

“C6 ¢6 phai 1a thién than? C6 1a thién than toc vang dén dé ciru vt t61?”

Toc Anna phu che méat luc c6 ta ci xudng va thi tham gi d6 vao tai anh ay. Dan nhan thay di€u c6
ta no1 rat hai nén cudi sang sac va chi ngung cuoi dé tu ung uc chai rugu. Toi chira thay anh ay say
dén thé, Say, trudc day c6 thay, nhung van lam chi1 ban than. Mat anh ay do lung va mat mé khong ra.
Gau quan den kit dinh day bun dat va tréng nhu may ngay lién anh ay chua tém rua thay do.

“Hay ctru t6i, Thién Than!” anh ay lai gao 1én. Mot nhom ngudi dimg gan d6 nhin anh ay chim
cham. “Hay ctru t6i khoi thé g101 tan khoc nay.’

Anna cudi, voi Dan trude, roi dén khan gia. RS rang ¢ ta vui trude su cha ¥ nay.

“Su ctru gitip nay thi sao?”” C6 ta cao giong d€ moi nguoi co thé nghe ro.

Tim t61 nhu ngirng dap khi c6 ta cui xudng hon 1€n tran Dan.

Dan lic dau. “Khong. van khong duoc.”

“Vay thé nay thi sao?”

Anna hon 1én ma anh ay, d¢ lai dau son. Dan lic dau manh dén ndi suyt trugt nam xuodng san.

“Lucy,” Claire thi tham, lay got bot nghién di€u thude. “Em khong thich. Em s€ ngén lai.”

“Claire, dung. Pung. Chung ta déu da nghe 101 canh bao cudi cung ctia Bob. Claire, dung.”

To61 tim lay tay co éy, nhung Claire hat ra.

“Em chang con gi dé mat,” c¢o dy vudt lai Vay “Du sao thi em ciing khong vuot qua dugc thir thach,
vi vay gio em lam gi cung chang thanh Van de.”

T6i khéng chép mat, nhin Claire di vé phia Anna va Dan. Tay ndm lai thanh dAm. Anna, hoan toan
khong nhéan ra c6 gai Gothic dang tién tdi, vén toc ra sau, nhin tr Dan sang ddm khan gia dang thich
tha.

“Nhu thé nay thi sao?”” C6 ta hoi.

Vé mit lac ¢6 ta nhin xuéng Dan 1am bung t6i xoan lai. N6 4u yém va diu dang. C6 ta trong nhu
nguoi dan ba dang yéu.

_ “Dumng,” Claire la 1én Iic Anna cti xuong va hon 1én méi Dan. “Dan, ding! Lucy van yéu anh. Chi
ay yéu anh. Chi ay ¢ day.”

Do 1a mot gidy, mot gidy dai kinh khung, thoi gian nhu nging lai va moi ngudi dong ciang. Moi Dan
va Anna van quan vao nhau, tay anh ay trén toc c0 ta. Claire gian dir, nhitng mong tay son dg cua c0 ay
dat ngay trén dau Anna. Pam khan gia, ly rugu dua 1én nira churng, thuée lap loe trén tay, mom ha hoc,
nhin tran troi ROi tim t6i dap tré lai, Anna va Dan, van 0m lay nhau ngd nhao xuong nén dat. Claire
dang la hét, huo nim dam trong khong khi nhung khong tir ndo thot ra moi. Pam dong bang hoang nhin
cO ay cham cham.

Dan la ngudi dau tién dirng day.

“Co vira noi gi?” Anh ay hét vao mit Claire. “C6 vira ndi cai quai quy gi thé?”

Mbi Claire map may. Chang ¢6 15i nao phat ra. Claire nudt xudng va lai mip may moi. Im ling.
Dan ldo dao voi to1 va co tim 1ay c6 ay, nhung Claire nhanh hon nhiéu va c6 ay budce di luc anh ay
dua phich vao tuong.

“Sao ¢6 ndi vé Lucy nhu thé?” giong anh ay nhu v& tan khi nhic dén tén toi. “Sao cd lai ndi diéu
do véi t61?”

Gi10 dén lugt Anna dig day, toc bu xu, son nhoe nhoet. Co ta ném mot canh tay ra vé bao v¢ quanh
Dan va chi ngon tay cat gitia can than vé phia Claire.

“May c6 nam gidy dé bién mat, néu khong tao s& goi canh sat.”

Claire chdng tay 1én hong va dbi mat voi Anna. Oi Chua oi! Trong Clajre nhu thé sip sira danh
nhau. T61 chay vé phia c6 ay. Mat ching to1 gdp nhau va con thinh n¢ bién mat khoi mat co ay.

“Sorry,” Claire map may mdi. “Lucy, em xin 15i.”. Va roi c6 ay chay vé phia t0i, tim lay tay tdi va



kéo t6i di xubng dudng, tranh khoi bira tiéc, va Dan.

~ Muoi phut sau Claire mgi lay lai dugc giong néi ndo né€, lac chung to1 hoi ha chay xuong bac tam
cap cua ga tau dién ngam gan nhat, nhung n6 van khan dag¢. Co ay cling d61 mau. Khyoén mdt, canh tay
cung phan bap chan nam gitta doi1 bot va vay bién thanh 16m dom. Mach mau dudi ¢6 va canh tay han
1én tham den. CO ay trong tai dén no1 néu c6 ay khong phai da chét roi thi to1 s€ rat lo cho suc khoe
cua c0 ay. Tuy nhién Claire lai hoan toan khong nhan thay vé ngoai cua minh dang thay doi.

“Chi co thay ve mat cua Anna khi em x§ ¢0 ta vao tuong khong‘7” Claire tu hdo néi bang giong rén
ri khi chung t61 budc doc san ga. “Chac chan 12 ¢6 ta xdu hd 1am.”

T6i gat dau, qua sde va phién mudn nén khong thé néj gi. Tay t6i ndi day da ga, toc tai bay ti tung.
To1 cam thay ngat thd, nhu thé tim to1 to ra, chén hét phoi nén khong thé hit thd. Dan da hon lai Anna.
Dan cua t61. Chinh 1a anh chang Dan da tirng hira s& yéu t61 mai mai da dat tay 1én toc ¢ ban than nhat
cua to1 va hon co ta. Anh ay co6 thé cudi1 vao mit co ta, bon cot lai, day co ta di... bat ctr viéc gi khac,
bat ctr viéc gi khéc ngoai hon lai.

T61 budc lai gan gQ duong ray, nhin cham cham xubng nhig thaph ray den thui. T61 co thé nghe
thay tleng tau dién am am trong duong ham dang tién lai ngay cang gan. Piéu duy nhat ngin t6i khong
nhay xuong do 1a phan ng ciia Dan trudc nhing gi Claire néi. Anh ay Jrong hét strc dau kho. Sdc.
Nhung vi sao? Anh 4y c6 cam thiy sai trai vi dd hon Anna? C6 1& anh ay chi mudn quén t6i di. Oi,
Chua o1! cg khi nao Anna that sy, yéu anh ay va anh ay cling ¢6 tinh cam vdi co ta. Nhu vay s€ 1y giéi
vi sao anh ay goi c0 ta 1a thién than va say sua hon 0 ta.

“C0 ta yéu anh ay that long,” t61 quay lai Claire vura lac tau dién ludt trén thanh ray, chay vao san
ga. “Va chi nghi anh ay cling c6 tinh cam v41 co ta.”

“Lucy,” Claire nam lay tay t61. “Em udc gi em biét luc d6 minh nén noi gi.”

To1 cling ude the.

“Claire,” t61 dirng lai ngay goc cua vé nha.

“Vang,” ¢6 ay ngudc nhin to1, vé mit day quan tam.

“Chi chi muon cam on nhitng gi em da 1am cho chi t61 nay.”

Claire kéo tay 40 xudng va nhun vai. “Khong c6 gi dau. Chi 1a ban em va em mudn giup chi. Em
chi udce 1a, em khong biét nita, 1a moi chuyén da xay ra khac di.”
~ Chung t61 cung nhin xuong ngdn tay Claire. Gio ching la mau bé tong. Tur vé mat Claire t61 biét co
ay da nhan ra minh dang d61 mau, nhung néu co6 s¢ hai hay lo lang c6 ay ciing khéng thé hién ra.

“Nhung 16 nhu ¢6i trung gian phat em thi sao? L& nhu ho noéi 1a em khong thé 1én thién duong thi
sao? Tat ca 1a 16i ctia chi.”

. Khong, Lucy,” ve mat c6 ay kién quyet “Du co chuyén gl xay ra thi do cung la dg em. Lic con
song lic ndo em ciing d6 161 cho ngudi khac vé nhirng gi xay dén voi minh. Em khong thé quay lai thay
do61i cudc do1 minh hay quay nguoc thot gian va ngan minh ty tir, nhung em co thé quyét dinh nhiing gi
s& lam. Va em khong muon tro thanh ma am. Keith Krank chang c6 161 vi em cam thay bat hanh. D6 [a
16i cua em. Néu chi ding va moi nguoi co thé tim thdy tinh yéu trén thién dudng, thi em cé duge co
hoi thir hai dung khong? Em van c6 thé hanh phuc.”

T6i nhin xudng ¢d 4y voi su ngudng md. Voi tudi doi qua tré dén thé, co dy tro nén khon ngoan dén
khong ngo.

“Em s€,” to1 thi tham, “em s& hanh phac Claire.”

“Bi ndo,” ¢ Ay nam lay tay t6i. “Hiy quay vé nha va xem chuyén gi xdy ra.”

Qua dang nhu the, ching to61 khong phai doi 1au dé tim xem béi1 vi ngay do, dirng canh nhau ngay
nguong ctra nha, 1a hai ngud1 dan 6ng mac vest xdm to1 da thay trudce day.

“Claire Walters,” ngudi dung bén trai cat 10i.

“Tbi 1a Claire,” co Ay tha tay t6i ra va budc lén trude.

“Claire Walters,” gi nghiém nghi noi, “c6 da vi pham diéu khoan 520.5 trong quy dinh tr¢ thanh ma
- trg giup va tiép tay cho mot doi song chét bang cach no61 vd1 mdt ngudi quen lic con song cua co
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ta.
“To6i khong tro gitip,” Claire cit ngang. “Lucy khong cho toi 1am thé, nhung du sao thi t6i ciing da
lam.”
“Chung t6i biét rd,” ngudi kia cat 10i. “C6 gang ngin ¢ ciia Lucy dugc ghi nhin, vi vdy trong
truong hop nay c6 ay khong bi phat do pham luat.”

“Tuy nhién, Claire,” nguoi dau tién noi tiép, “co da pham diéu 501 vao ngay 28 thang Tu, diéu
501.5 vao ngay 9 thang Nam. Sau lan vi pham thtr hai c¢6 dd dugc canh cdo hdu qua sé phai ganh chiu
néu pham luat 1an ntra.’

“Roi, roi,” giong ndi Claire tuy ra vé bat cin nhung van run. “Chi can cho t6i biét hdu qua 13 gi.”
Ca hai nguo1 dan 6ng cung budce t61 trudce.
“C0 phai quay lai c61 trung gian ngay 1ap tirc. Mot khi ¢ ¢61 trung gian, ¢6 budc phaj 1én thang cudn

dén thién duong. Cb s& phai & trén thién duong vinh vién, khong cé co hoi quay lai tran thé, co1 trung
gian hay bat cir noi nao khac, va khong du tiéu chudn dé tro thanh thién than.”

“Thién than con khi gi6,” Claire cudi toe toét vai toi. “Em trong trang nhot. Em s& 1én thién duong,
Lucy. Thay chua, em da no1 voi chi 1a moi vi¢e s€ 6n ma.”

T6i v6i t6i va kéo ¢d 4y vé phia minh, dm 6 4y thét chit.

“Chj s& nhé em,” t6i thi thAm, hit vao mui huong 4m ap trén toc ¢d dy. “Chi s& nhd em nhiéu lam.”

“Purng noi thé,” Claire thim thi lai. “Chi s& lam em khoc ma doi em d3 khoc qua nhiéu rdi.”

“Claire,” mot ga ra 1énh. “Pén luc di rdi.”

Chiing toi tir tir tach ra. Claire ngam khuoén mit toi va lac dau.

“Du co, chuyén gi xay ra, Lucy, du chi c6 vuot qua thir thach hay khong, hiy luén lam diéu dung
dén. Chi can htta v6i em diéu do

“Chj hira,” t6i tra 101 luc ¢b 4y tra khoa vao 6, bude vao Ngoi Nha Danh Cho Nhiing Ai Muén Trd
Thanh Ma va 1én cau thang, hai nguot kia di sau. C6 ay ngung trén dinh cau thang, vay tay voi t61 roi
bién mat trong hanh lang hudng vé phia phong toi.

“Chj hira s& lam diéu dung dan,” t6i la to, nhung tdi chang biét diéu dung dan phai 1am 13 gi.
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Lam diéu ding dan, Claire da noi thé. Lam diéu dung din. Toi 18 budc Xuong giuong, quan a0
choang tam quanh nguoi va ngobi xuong chiéc ghé ddi dién ta quan 40. Nha ctra im dng qua va moi khi
san nha cot ket la t61 lai giat nay nguoi. Ké tir 1an dau tién toi ngd nhao ra tr t quan 4o cta Brian hai
muoi ngly trude, thi gid 61 that su ¢6 don. Toi co hai chan 18n nguc va 6m lai. Claire mudn nhan nhu
diéu gi khi no1 ‘lam diéu dung dan’ nhi? Co6 ay dinh bado to61 chién dau dén cung vi Dan, hay tir bo va
1én thién duong voi co ay?

Hai ga do xam chét tiét da 4p tai co ay lén cau thang. Chi can chuyén tro thém vai phut nita thi t61
c6 thé hoi 10 c6 ay ro1. Lam sao t01 ¢6 thé chién dau vi Dan trong khi rd rang nhiém vu da that bai? Co
khi c6 ay khuyén t61 10 di canh bao ctia Thanh Bob va ¢6 noi chuyén vdi anh ay? Nhung néu lam thé
thi t61 cling chi mat di giong no1 nira ma thoi. Hay co ay bao toi tien 1én? Co6 ay da ndi rang Anna yéu
Dan ma t61 khong tin. Nhung gi¢ to1 da thay tan mat. Tinh cdm Anna danh cho Dan hién r0 trén vé mat
co ta. Chi 1a trudc gio té1 chua ting dé .

Tbi dudi nguoi ra trén ghe quy trén san canh giwong va nhin vao phia dudi tu quan 40. Album anh
cua to1 van ndm do, tro troi gitra chong quan ao va may hop giay. To1 161 no ra va lat cho dén khi dén
chd can tim, tAm anh ctia Anna va ban trai ¢ii - Julian. Birc anh dugc chup trong ti€c sinh nhat Dan ba
nam trude. Dan va Julian dang ngdi trén ghé xo- -pha, quang tay nhau, tay kia cam lon bia. Ho cudi twoi
vé phia 6ng kinh, nhupg ho khong phai 1a nguot t61 muon nhin, ma la Anna, dang ngodi trén tay ghé. Co
ta nhin Julian d&m duéi bang anh mat ton tho.

Anna quen Julian Itc anh ta bat dau dam nhan vi tri giam déc tai chinh tai cong ty co ta. Anh ta 1a
cap dudi va tré hon vai tudi, nhung Anna phai long anh fa ngay lap tirc. Tham chi sau ngay lam viée
dauy tién cua anh ta Anna con goi ngay cho t0i va bgo rang co ta vira gap nguoi dan 6ng s¢ lay 1am
chong, va Anna 14 kiéu nguoi chi noi khi that su chic chan. Tham chi [ic do co ta con thé do khong
phai la cam xtic nhat thoi va rang néu khong 14y duoc anh ta thi ¢ ta tha di l[am ni ¢, vi vay ma to1
cang phan khich trude tin nay. Tuan sau ho da 14 mdt d6i va Anna cong khai thé hién 1a ‘minh yeu Julia
say dam. Anna n6i véi toi 13 anh ta c6 vai khuyét diém, nhung khong sao. Anh ta chi hoi qua chén mot
chut, nhung ching phai ai cling vay sao?

Vai thang sau, khi Julian bat dau 61 mira moi khi che chén say sua, Anna bao v¢ anh ta. “Khong
sao,” luc do co ta ndi1, “ching ta déu thé sau mot dém udng hét chau nay dén chau khac.”

Mot nam sau, khi Julian cudi cung cling nhdn ra minh gap van dé va trd vé tir trai phuc héi, Anna
go1 cho anh ta mo1 ngay va dep hét chai lo trong nha. Luc anh ta quay lai, xanh xao va mét moi, co ta
om lay Julian, tha thi v&1 anh ta, ra ngoai hen ho va lam moi thr khong lién quan dén ruou bia. Co ta
s€ lam tat ca vi Julian, Anna ttrng n61 thé véi to1, bdi vi ¢ ta biét dd 1a nguo1 dan 6ng danh cho minh.
Co ta that su tin thé, cho dén mot ngay tr¢ ve nha sau gio 1am viéc va thay Julian trén girdong minh voi
mot a & cung trai phuc hoi trudc day.

Jess va to1 bén canh Anna su6t thoi gian ¢6 ta dau kho. Ching to61 cung uong, tim sy, ngl cung va
om khi ¢6 ta than khoc cho ban than minh tr dém nay qua dém khac. Tu tir, sau vai thang Anna tr&
thanh con ngudi cung ran, chua cay va hoai nghi. Chung t61 khong dém n6i s6 dan 6ng Anna da ngu.
Co ta cho ho t@n gia, s6 dién thoai gia r61 da ho ra khoi can h¢ vao gitra dém. C6 ta tung noi s€ khong
bao gid gan bo voi ga nao nita, va chiing t01 tin thé.

‘Nam ngoai ¢b ta quyét dinh 1a minh muén c6 con hon moi thtr trén doi va bat dau chién dich tim
giong, To1 va Jess déu lo lang cho Anna, nhung chung t61 c6 thé lam gi chit? Co ta qua cing dau nén
clrllllilng to1 chang thé ngan duogc. Va sau khi cam ghét dan ong qua lau, thi n6 duong nhu da thanh ban
tinh.

To1 gap cudn album lai. Anna ghét tat ca dan Ong... ngoai trir Dan. Du c6 c6 nhu thé ndo t61 cing
khong thé quén dugc ve mat au yém ngay trudc khi ¢6 ta hon Dan. Khong biét vi sao ma Dan d3 1am
tan chay trai tim sat d4 va co ta thay doi tro vé 1a ‘Anna diu dang’ thud xua, c6 gai Anna tin vao tinh
yéu va ban doi1 tram ndm. ‘Anna diu dang’ s€ xua di cdm giac c6 don cua Dan va chim dit canh dém



minh trong men rugu cta anh ay. C6 ta s& 6m lay, an Ui, che ché va chim séc anh 4y. Anna s& 1am tat
ca nhitng vig¢c t0i khdng the. Du t6i ¢6 vuot qua thir thach thi toi cling khdng bao gid ¢6 thé 6m ap hay
no1 chuyén véi1 Dan. Mot con ma thi c6 thé 1am dugc gi? Bay lugn dudi chan givong sao? Lam thé thi
al cam thﬁy thoai mai chu?

T6i nhém day va gat quan 4o sang. Vay cudi clia t6i van boc trong thi treo ni 16ng, nhyng da dugc
day sang mot bén dé 16 canh cira budc 1én thang cudn vao cdi trung gian. Chiéc thang cudp Claire da
di t6i qua. Toi kéo khoa thi treo ni 16ng va vudt ngon tay 1én mit var lua. Khi con song, chiée vay cudi
tuong trung cho twong lai cua t61. Gid nd la bi€u tuwgng cua tat ca nhirng thir to1 da mat. To1 cr ngd
quay lai tran thé la dé giup Dan, nhung lai 1a dang tu lua d6i minh. T6i da Itra d6i minh gan ba tuan
qua. T6i khong can vuot qua thtr thach vi Dan, anh ay khong can 161, dau cho t6i ¢, 12 hon ma di chang
nira cting khong, nhung t6i can anh ay. T6i can gia v& 1 t61 van chu’a chét han va rang ching t0i €6 the
& canh nhau sudt phan doi con lai. Nhung chung t6i chang c6 phan doi con lai cung nhau. Phan doi
cua to1 da ket thuc, nhung Dan thi van dang ti€p tuc.

Lam sao ma t6i lai ich ky nghi Dan nén thiong tiéc minh sudt phan doi con lai ctia anh Ay chir?

_Toi kéo day khoa lai va nhin chdm chim vao canh cira thang cudn, nhitng 161 néi ctia Brian ving
vang trong dau. “Lucy, doi khi nguoi ta vuot qua thir thach va khong chon tré thanh ma.”

Lic d6 t6i chang hiéu. Toi chi cam thdy ton thuong vi me da quay trd lai tran thé véi toi va roi lai
Iya chon 1én thién duong. Gio thi t61 da hiéy. C6 1€ ba da thay Dan chiam soc t6i, 6m lay to1. Ba chang
can lam ma dé ¢ canh t6i vi da c6 Dan lo lang Va gio Anna ciing lam thé véi Dan va anh ay da goi
co ay 1a thién than va hén cd ay. Anh ay van yeu to1. Toi biét anh dy van yéu to1, nhu’ng anh ay dang
lam diéu ma ai cling lam khi mat di nguoi than yéu; ho dau budn va khoc, va roi h(_) guong day va xay
dung lai cudc doi.

_T6i v6i toi va dat tay 1én nam ctra thang cudn. Néu t6i that sy yéu Dan, thi t0i chi c6 thé 1lam mot
diéu duy nhat..

Mot am thanh lanh lanh Iam t6i giat nguoc ra sau. No 1a gi t thé nhi? Tiéng bédo dong nao d6 a2 Am
thanh lanh lanh van tiép tuc vang lén, vong khap nha. D6 1a tiéng dién thoai, t6i cham ¢cham nhan ra.
Phai chang Thanh Bob goi bao to1 du’ng mé canh cira? Toi ao ra khoi phong va chay xudng cau thang,
budc hai bac mot Iuc.

“Bob 4?” tdi hon hén néi vao dién thoai. “Lucy day.”

“Ai la Bob?” mot giong no1 quen thudc vang 1én.

“Archie a?”

“Dutng. Bob la ai1?”

T6i n6i 1én ¥ nghi dau tién xuat hién trong dau. “Ong dy 1 cau t6i.”

“Bob 1a cdu ¢6 47 Archie nhu mudn cudi va ty kim lai. “Nghe nay Lucy, t6i khong thé néi bay gio
vi ba sap ve ro1, nhung to1 can noi chuyén vai ¢d vé to1 hom do.”

T6i chan nan. “Tbi xin 16i Archie,” t6i 1ap bap. “Anh khong biét to6i cam thay t& nhu thé nao vé
nhiing gi...”

~ “Dé danh mai hay n6i,” anh ta nghi€ém nghi. “Gap to1 tai quan ca phé Rio ¢ duong Wardour ltc hai
g0 chiew.”

DPuong day tat phup trudc khi toi kip tra 1o va toi nhin chim cham vao dién thoai trén tay. Archie

mudn noi chuyén véi t0i. Anh ta that sy muon noi chuyén voi toi. Toi ¢ thé xin [6i. Toi khong thé
khong cudi. Do 1a tin tot nhat toi nghe trong ngay. Thién duong s& phai doi thoi.
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T6i yén vi, voi tach ca phé nong hoi trong tay, muo1 lam phut tuyét voi trude gio hen gap Archie.
Toi can thoi gian dé chuan bj nhing gi s€ noi vgi anh ta. T61 chang thé lam gi cho Dan nira trude _khi
dén cdi trung gian, nhu:ng t0i ¢6 thé ¢6 va lam diéu dung din v6i Archie. It nhat t6i 6 thé noi xin 1.

T6i chdm rdi nhdm nhap ca phé, hwong vi hoi dang, ndng trong miéng va cb hong. That tuyét vi toi
s€ gap lai cha me trén thién duong, nhung t0i s€ danh mat rat nhiéu thir trong cudc song: nang chicu
trén mat, gio thoi qua da, tiéng huyén nao cua giao thong London bén tai, am thanh ca phong cung 1o
1én cuoi, vi s6cola va kem, lan da mém mai cta Dan sau khi cao rau, mui huong dudi nach va xuong
don..

“Lucy.”

Archie dang ding ngay canh t6i, vé mit budn rau.

“Chao Archie,” t6i cudi thim do. “T6i rat mirng 13 anh d dén. Anh c6 muén ngdi xudng khong?”

Ching t01 nhin nhau khong chop trong mot lat dén khi t6i cup mat xudng va nhin ra chd khac, lo
lang trudc anh phan nd minh thiy trong mat Archie.

“Tbi goi ca phé cho anh nhé?” Téi hoi luc anh ta ngdi xudng.
Anh ta lac dﬁu “Khong cén dau, cam on Lucy. To1 s€ di ngay thoi.”
“Archie...” t6i voi téi ndm tay anh ta, nhung anh ta ryt lui dé lai vét miy ngon tay 01 keéog thanh

du’O’ng trén mat ban nhwa. “T6i xin 16i, Archie. Téi thanh that xin [6i vi nhifng gi di Xay ra t6i hom
do..

“Cé c6 biét,” Archie cat ngang 10i xin 151, “rang ba di sdng voi ong t6i trong bon muoi 1am nam.
Co co biét dieu do khong Lucy?”

T6i lac dau, qué xau hd nén khong néi dugc gi

“Va khi_ong mat,” Archie gac tay lén tay ghé, ctii t6i trude va nhin thang vao mat toi - “ba khong
chi mat chong ma cOn mat nguoi ban tam giao. Ban tam giao, Lucy, ngud1 dan ong ma ba yéu tur thuo
hai muoi. Va toi 1a tat nhitng gi con lai ctia ba. Vi vy chang c6 gi 1a la khi ba khéng mudn mat toi nita
dang khong?”

“T61 khong nghi...” t61 cam thay t¢ hai. Con t& hon cé t& hai. Glong nhu thir gi do bi nghlen dudi
got giay. Va o1 khong nghi, khong biét rang ba Humphreys-Smythe 14 mot goa phy. Toi chi mai dé tam
dén viéc ba ghét toi va khang khing can trd toi hoan thanh nhiém vu. Toi chua ting nghi dén viéc 1a ba
dau buon vi da mat di nguot ban doi. Vi vay ma ba cling s¢ canh c6 don.

“T6i xin 18i, Archie. Tdi hét strc xin 16i. Nhiing gi t6i dd 1am hoan toan khong thé tha thir va tham
chi t61 con khong thé gidi thich vi sao minh lai lam the.”

Anh ta dua vao ghé vao khoanh tay lai. “C6 nén néi gi d6 hay hon. Toi khong thé giai thich chi 1a
cach nguy bién, t61 e la the.”

T6i ¢6 thé noi (gl day? Toi khong thé ké sy that voi anh ta. Toi khong thé ndi, “Archie, sy that 13 toi
da chét va t6i xudng tir ¢di trung gian v&i muc dich vuot qua mot thir thich dé co thé duoc & bén hon

phu cua minh. O dung, anh chinh la thu thach.” Giay phut nhirng tir ngir thdt ra khoi miéng thi Thanh
Bob s€ 1am t61 b1 cam va Archie s€ nghi 1a t61 dang gia vo.

“Archie, that ra thi,” toi nhin cham cham xudng ly ca phé cua minh, “viéc anh va Sally hiéu nhau rét
quan trong aéi véi to1. Toi khong thé ndi cho anh 1y do, nhung voi toi diéu d6 quan trong hon bat cir
thtr gi trén do1, va khi ba xuat hién ¢ bira ti thi t6i chén nan tot do.”

“Chan nan u? Tai sao? D6 chi 1a mot bita t6i C6 co thé sdap x&p mot bira an t61 khac cho ba ching
ta ma.”

“T6i khong thé, thoi gian khong cho phép.” Toi ngudce 1én. “Anh va Sally phai hiéu duoc nhau toi
dovi...”



“Sa0?” Archie xich t§i va gat dau. “Vi sao?”

“Vi t6i ndy toi s& di xa.”

“Pi dau?” Anh ta da bét gian di.

C5i trung gian? Thién dudng? Toi c6 thé ndi gi day? Phai 12 mdt noi ndo d6 rat xa.

“Nude Ue.” Cudi cing t6i noi.

“C0 c06 quay lai khong?” Anh ta tu 1y héi.

“Khong.”

Archie tho dai, 1dy tay vo toc va nhin chim chim 18n tran nha. Khi anh ta nhin lai t6i thi c¢6 vé dau
kho trén nét mat.

“Pé t0i xau chudi lai moi viéc. Co dang noi 1a viéc quan trong nhat d6i véi ¢ trude khi di cu sang
Uc 1a 1am cho t6i va Sally xich lai gan nhau va hiéu nhau.”

“Dung.”

“Rat quan trong, vi viy ma khi ba t6i n tdi cliing, cd quyét dinh xic pham tit ca moi ngudi va do
ruou 1én dau ba.”

“To1 biet nghe rat nuc cuoi...”

“Nuc cuoi a?” Archie khit khit miii. “N6 nghe hét strc dién 16.”

To61 c6 thé no1 gi? Tat nhién 1a nghe nhu dién. T61 cu xtr nhu d6 mat tri.

“Pieu lam t61 ton thuwong nhat,” Archie tiép tuc, “la té1 da tin chiing ta 1a ban. Toi that sy da nghi
co thich t61, Lucy.”

“To1 c6 thich anh.”

“Vay thi tai sao c6 goi to1 la d6 that bai va hen ha?”

“Y to6i khong phai vay. Toi chi néi thé vi tdi qua chan...”

Ghé Archie ca lao xao 1én san khi anh ta day ra ding day. “Lucy, néu c6 ndi chan nan mdt lan nira,
to1 s€ di ngay va co s€ khong bao gi(‘f gap lai to1 ntra.”

“Lam on di,” t6i thi thao khi tat ca moi nguoi trong tiém ca phé ngu’ng chuyén tro va nhin chiing toi
chim chim. “Lam on nghe to1 noi. Toi1 s€ giai thich tat ca. Pung di.”

Anh ta kéo ghé lai gan hon va dit khuyu tay 1én ban. “T6i dang nghe day.”

“Archie, Iy do t61 qua chan... qua quat to6i hom do vi t61 nghi ngd ban trai minh yéu nguoi khac.”

Archie ha hoc miéng. “Co c6 ban trai sao?”

‘CC(’).’J

“Vay la ¢6 xao khi c6 no61 c6 khong c6 nguot yéu.”
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“Trong mdt gidy kinh khing t6i nghi anh ta s& di ma khong noéi 16i nao. Nhung khong, anh ta ngdi
thang day va khoanh tay lai.

“Hai ngudi yéu nhau bao 1au r6i?”

“Bay nam.”

“Bay nim.” Archie nhuéng may. “Vay 13 c¢6 ching c6 1y do dé di dén chd hen ho toc do ding
khong?”

“Khong, ngoai trtr ¢ tim ai do cho anh.”

“Sao lai 1a t61? Sao la t61 chir? To61 khong phai 1a ké can su bo thi chét tiét, Lucy. C6 khong thé can
thi€ép vao do1 to1 chi boi vi cudc song cua ¢6 dang gap rac ron.”

“Gi0 thi to1 biet.”

Archie thd dai va lac dau. “Vay la, hay stra néu to1 noi sai, vi do 1a 161 gidi thich hgp 1y duy nhat
to1 nhan duogc ly giadi cho tat ca moi viéc 10n xon nay, cd nghi ban trai minh dang ngoai tinh do vay c6



quyét dinh sang Uc dinh cu, nhung truéc khi di, co6 mudn chimg t6 véi minh 13 van con ton tai tinh yéu
dich thuc, ttr d6 ma ¢6 ¢6 tim nguoi yéu cho toi. Co thé né1 doé 1a nhiém vu nhé cia ¢6. Nhu vay phai
khong?”

“Pai loai 1a thé.”

“Oi, Lucy,” anh mat Archie diu dang. “To1 khéng hé biét co6 qua dau kho va dang thuong dén the.”

T6i nhin xudng tay minh. Chung dang run rdy. “Chi 13 t6i co qua nhiéu 4o tudng, va toi khong the
chiu dugc khi chung bi tan v&. TA1 dang tim klem cach dé han gan lai moi thi, nhung mai dén tan gan
day toi méi nhan ra minh ich ky dén nhuong nao.”

Tay Archie huéng vé€ phia t61, nhung ngung lai gitra ching. “To61 d6 ¢6 lam rat nhiéu ngudi khod
chiu, Lucy.”

T6i nguéc nhin anh ta. “Dung vay, va t6i thanh that xin 16i.”

“Ba van con gian dir va khong cho phép t6i nhic dén tén co.”

“To1 khong trach ba.”

“Nhung c6 da 1am duogc vai diéu dung dan, Lucy.”

To61 chac chan minh chang lam dugce diéu gi dung, nhung mdt nu cudi dang nd trén méi Archie vi
vay to1 hoi. “Dé la gi?”

“Co6 da dem Sally va t61 lai gan nhau.”

T61 ngac nhién nhin anh ta. “To61 da 1am sao?”

“Dlng, c6 da 1am.” Archie mim cuo1. “Say sy ¢6 do rugu mdt chit ba quyét dinh vé som, dé to1 va
Sally lai v41 nhau. Ban dau cudc chuyén tro rat guong gao, ca hai déu ngac nhién trude hanh dong cua
c0O, nhung roi1 chiing to61 bat dau chuyén tro thoai mai, va két cudc 1a ching t61 c6 mdt buoi toi rat thu vi
cung nhau.”

“Anh da 1am thé a?”

“Dtng. Sally va t61 co nhiéu diém chung hon t61 nghi. Co ay 1a nguo1 duy nhat to1 ting gap thich
nhac rap, game Warcraft, am thyc Y, Miro[111] va Dostoyevsky[112] nhu nhau.”

“Anh thich Dostoyevsky a?” toi hoai nghi. T6i cir nghi anh ta 13 kiéu ngudi thich Chua té cua nhiing
chiéc nhan.

Archie gat dau. “Va Sally cling the, That ra thi ching t61 c6 cung s& thich trong Iinh vyc hoi hoa va
van chuong, va cung quan tam dén triét hoc.”

T61 khong n61 dugce 101 nao. Sally-hdm-mo-bratz quan tam dén hdi hoa va van chuong sao? Toi
chua firng nghi the. To1 cling chua tirng nghi Archie thich nhac rap, Claire rat 1ang man, Brian 1a nguoi
sau sac, chu ddo. Lan dau gap ho, véi to1 ho chi 1a nhitng ké quai g&, Gothic va mé tau ltra, chi c6 thé.
Qua nhi€u thtr thay do61 trong hai muoi mot ngay.

“Va t6i dang sg noi véi ¢d diéu ndy,” Archie tiép tuc, mit gan vao ly ca phé rong cua toi, “trudc
khi ban trai cua ¢6 nhan ra. Qua cach c6 xur sy t61 hom do, va nhitng di€u c6 da noi khién t6i hiéu
duogc con nguoi that cua ¢d.”

T61 mé miéng dinh ndi, nhung Archie ngan lai.

“Co khong phai 1a nguoi xau, Lucy, nhung c6 khong phai 1a nguoi té1 yéu. Co co biet vi sao
khong?”

T6i lac dau.

“Vi t61 chiang hé yéu cd. Toi yéu y nghi minh dugce yéu. Nhin bé ngoai, va vi ¢6 quan tam dén toi
thi c6 vé nhu ¢6 1a ngudi phu nit danh cho t61, nhung t61 da sai. Mgt nira ctia to1 da & ngay trudc mat
tir bay 1au nay.”

To1 can moi. Cé khi nao anh ta dinh n6i1 diéu t61 dang nghi khong nhi?

“Tir 1au 1am roi, va toi ching dang hoang khi lai dé dang noi yey, nhung...” Archie nu6t xuong,

t6i rat thich Sally va duong, nhu co ay ciing vdy. Va chiing t6i mudn xem finh cam nay s€ di dén dau.
Co vé nhu ba ciing thich c6 ay.”



Anh midt Archie nhin t6i day hy vong. Toi mim cudi, nu cudi rang r&, chan thanh, nu cudi thit su
trong thoi gian qua.

“T6i rat ming cho anh,” 61 véi qua ban va nim tay Archie. “Rat, rat, rat mirng cho anh. Anh khong
biét toi vui dén thé nao dau.”

“That khong?”

“Chac chan.”

“Vay la nhi¢m vu da hoan thanh?”

“Sao?”

“Nhi€ém vu nho nho 1a dem Sally va t61 lai véi nhau - da xong. Két thic ¢6 hau.”

Archie trong qua vui vé nén t61 chang nd long nao no1 véi anh ta 1a du td61 ¢d6 dem ho lai gan nhau
thi cling chang dugc gi. Archie c6 tinh cam véi Sally dau c6 nghia c6 ay 1a ban doi, tinh yéu dich thuc
cua anh ta. NO1 ‘muon xem tinh cam nay s€ di dén dau’, dau co nghia 1a anh ta da gap tinh yéu cua doi
minh. S6m hay mudn thi gd mac d6 xam cling xuat hién, va du ho c6 ndi gi di nira thi d6 khong phai 1a
ket thiic ¢6 hau cho t6i. Tham chi, nho phép mau nao do, t61 vugt qua dugc thur thach, thi téi cling da
quyéet dinh nén 1am gi. N6 c6 nghia 1a dé Dan lai phia sau. To61 vira dinh néi vai cau thi dién thoai cua
Archie d6 chuong.

“La Sally, trua nay chiing t61 dinh di picnic trong cong vién va toi chiu trach nhiém lo thic an vi
vay tot nhat t61 nén di ngay.”

“Nghe tha vi that,” t61 nhan xét.

“Q, t6i that bat lich su,” Archie nhom day. “Khdng biét cd c6 muon tham gia véi ching t6i khong?”

To61 lac dau. “T61 ¢6 vai viée phai lam.”

“Tat nhién 1a thé,” Archie dang lén va cudi toe toét voi toi. “Co sap dinh cu & Uc. That 1y thu.

Mot khoi dau méi. Noi khong nh¢ ¢6 1a khong thanh that. Chung t61 déu s€ nhd co. Co 1€ sang nam
ching t6i ¢ thé sang tham, mot khi co da on dinh.”

“Dung c6 ndi sudng day,” toi nghi vé noi minh s& dén. “Nhung t6i hy vong s& khong gip anh va
Sally trong mot tho1 gian dai.”

Archie trong c¢6 vé khong hiéu, nhung du sao ciing gio tay ra. “Om duoc khong. Khéng gian hon gi
nh¢, Lucy.”

“Khong gian hon gi nhé Archie,” t61 dirng 1€n, “nhung néu khong 6m thi c6 sao khong? Gan day to1
no1 rat nhiéu 101 tam bi€t va td1 s¢ minh lai sap stra khoc.”

“Neéu co tudng to1 s€ chap nhan 1y do do thi cd nén suy nghi lai,” Archie di vong qua ban va vong
tay 6m lay t61. “Lucy, co s€ lai tim thay hanh phuac. T61 bi€t thé ma.”

“To1 cling mong vay, Archie,” to1 6m lai anh ta.

“Png thé,” anh ta tha t61 ra va deo tii xach 1én vai. “To1 vé di picnic day. Va t61 doéan 1a c6 dang
g01 ghem do dac ding khong?”

“Som thoi. To1 phai tam bi¢t mot nguod1 nira trude da.”

To1 vira ra khoi tiém ca phé thi nhan ra hai gd mac d6 xadm quen thuoc dang budc vé phia minh. Toi
dung lai ngay goc duong Wardour va doi ho toi.

“Lucy Brown phai khong?” ga bén trai hai.

To1 gat dau. “Toi 1a Lucy.”

“Pén chd nao riéng trr hon,” gi bén phai ndi bdi xung quanh co rat nhiéu khach bo hanh qua lai va
via h¢ dong nghet.

Hai g song budc rat nhanh nén toi phai chay moi bat kip. Cudi cung ho ciing dung lai khi ching to1
dén Southbank. Chang gi nio do mot giot md hoi con t6i thi thd hon hén. To1 ngdi sup xudng bo dé
cao bén bd séng Thames va nhin cham cham xudng dong nudc bén dudi cho dén khi hoi thé diéu hoa
lai.



“Chiing ta ngdi duoc khong? Ding kia c6 mdt bing ghé.” Téi chi tay vé mdt phia.

Hai ga nhin vé hai phia quan sat rdi nhin lai toi.

“Puoc,” mot gi noi. “Nhung néu co ngudi lai gin chung ta phai di chuyén.”

“Puge,” t6i ngdi xuéng ghé. “Nhung hai nguoi phai kéo t6i di.”

Hai gd nhudng miy voi toi va ngdi hai bén vi vay tdi bi kep o gitra.

“Y t61 khong phai 1 khong chiu di véi hai nguoi, chi 13 t6i qua mét nén khong di ndi nita.”

Ho thoai mai va dich ra xa mot chut, dién thoai d6 chudng am7i. Ga ngé)i bén trai cho tay vao ti 4o
trong.

“Vang, Bob,” gi noi vao dién thoai. “Vang, chung t6i da gip co dy. Puoc. C6 dy day.”

Ga dua dién thoai cho t61 va t61 dua nd 1€n tai.

“Chuc mirng cd da vuot qua thir thach, ¢6 Brown,” giong Bob van 4m ap va vui vé nhu moi khi.

Tim t6i dap don. “Sao?”

“Co da vuot qua thur thach.”

“Nhung Archie dau c6 noi Sally 1a tinh yéu cua do1 minh.”

“Ta biét.”

“Nhung. .. nhung...” t61 ca lam, “v6i thtr thach cua Brian, anh éy phai budc Troy thira nhan 1a cau
bé say mé tau Itra. To1 dau co6 1am cho Archie thira nhan da tim dugc nguoi ban doi.”

“Co6 khong can phai 1am thé,” giong Bob rd rang nhu thé t61 dang dirng ngay canh 6ng. “Thir thach
cua cO ghi r0 la co tim tinh yéu dich thuc cho Archibald Humphreys-Smythe, va c6 _da hoan thanh.
Sally da dugc dinh trudce 1a ngud1 ban doi cua Archibald. Ho chi can dugc dem lai gan nhau thoi, va
do 1a viéc c6 da lam. Co6 da vuot qua thir thach, Lucy.”

To1 tho phao nhe nhdm, Toi da lam dugc. Toi that sy da lam dugc! Sally va Archie dé dugc dinh
san 1a & bén nhau. Ho sé song hanh phuc dén ring long dau bac va toi 1a ngu:(n d3 lam diéu do xay ra.

“Vay,” Bob tiép tuc, “dén cau hoi quan trong. Gio ¢6 di du diéu kién dé thanh ma, c6 quyét dinh
trd thanh ma hay tr¢ lai coi trung gian dé 1én thién duong.”
Su phan chin vi da vuot qua thir thich xep nhanh nhu bong bong.

“Néu t6i chon ¢di trung gian,” toi binh tinh, biét 1a hai gd mic d6 xam hai bén dang ling nghe, “thi
phai di ngay 1ap tirc hay t01 c6 duge thém chut thoi1 gian?”

“Thoi gian dé lam gi?”

“Pé tam biét vai ngudi.”

“Lucy,” Bob ngay 1ap tirc d6i giong. “C6 van bi cam giao tiép hay lién lac v6i moi ngudi quen,
nhu quy dinh...”

“To1 biet,” to1 cat ngang, “T61 bi€t dieu do Bob. Va tdi s€ khong lién lac vo1 bat cir ai. Toi chi
mydn nhin mdt ngudi 1an cudi va ndi 161 tam biét. Trong tham lang,” t61 thém vao trudce khi 6ng ay co
thé bac bo.

“C0 s€ bi ngdn lai néu c6 co giao ti€p voi bat cir ai,” Bob nodi ro.

“T6i s& khong 1am thé. Toi hira. Ldm on di ma Bob. Hay cho t6i thém chut thoi gian dé tam biét.
Do khong phal 1a mot quyét dinh dé dang.”

“Va quyét dinh cta cb 1a gi?”

“C0i trung gian, roi 1€n thien duong.”

“Co c6 dén mra dém dé chia tay. Néu c6 pham luat hoac khong thé quay lai Ngé1 Nha Danh Cho
Nhitng A1 Mudn Tré Thanh Ma trude nira dém, ¢6 s€ bi bat va bi ap tai.”

“Toi hieu.”

“Lucy,” 6ng ta nghiém trang. “Pay la co hoi cudi cung cua ¢o dé thay doi quyét dinh. Néu c6 mudn
tr& thanh ma thi ¢6 phai noi vai toi ngay. Nhitng gi ¢6 noi vai toi sau day s& duge ghi lai va khong thé



thay d6i. Vay quyét dinh 13 gi? Ma hay thién dudng?”

Ma, trai tim toi gao 1én. Chon ma. Néu khong, sau hom nay maiy s& khong bao gio duoc gip lai
Dan. May s¢€ phai doi mon moi tr ndm nay qua nam khac mdi duge gap anh ay va khi anh ay 1€n thién
duong, trai tim anh ay s€ thuoc vé Anna chir khong phai may.

Thiép duong, ly tri mach bao. Lucy, may phai 1én thién duong. May phai lam diéu dtng dan cho
Dan. Néu may yéu anh 4y, may s& phai dé anh ay dj tim hanh phic. May phai lam diéu tot nhat cho anh

ay, khong phai cho may. Tinh yéu dich thuc la the - d4t hanh phuc clia nguoi khac 1én trén ban than
minh.
To1 hit mot hoi that sdu. “To1 chon thién duong Bob.”

. T61 ngdi trén bang ghé mot luc 1au sau khi gd mac do mau xam tat dién thoai va bién mat & bén kia
cau. Hoang hon cham cham bao phti London, xa xa hang nghin anh dén lung linh va chiéu sang. Tat ca
moi nguoi trong thanh ph6 dang ro1 cong so di dén cac quan bar, cau lac bo va nha hang. T61 ludn
thich London vé dém. Ban khong bao gid biét trudc s& budc vao cude phleu Iru nao hay s€ gap ai.
Khi toi nhin vao thanh phé da tr0’ thanh qué huong cta minh trong mot thoi gian dai, t61 ndi tam biét
v6i cude song trude day. Chang con nhitng budi sang gia lanh rac minh trong chin bong, chang con
nhitng trua hé nong birc, chang thé nhing chan xudng bién trong ngay nghi 18 dau tién, khoa than nhay
nhot trong bep, hat vang lén hay nhdm nhap vi sdcola noi dau ludi. Chang con mua sam, doc sach, xem
phim trong ngay sinh nhat. T61i s& khong bao gio dugc treo dén nhap nhay 1€n cay thong Noel va nhin
canh thong triu xudng khi treo qua 1én nira. Toi vong tay om lay nguoi va nghi vé nhiing nguoi t61,da
yéu thuong trong doi. To1 nhg nhiing nu hén, diéu cuoi, cai vé, nudc mat, nhirng cau pha tro. T61 udng
lay khung canh trudce mit, biét rang minh s& khong bao july du:(rc nhin thay nita, khong bao gio duoc
trai qua nira, va noi 101 tr blet tham lang.

T6i cam thdy thanh than la ky khi dtng 1én, tha bd doc Southbank véi dong song Thames tinh lang
bén canh. T61 chi phai noi tam bi¢t mot nguo1 nita va r6i s€ ra di. Mai mai.

Dén sang trong ngodi nha s6 33, duong White. To1 ngdi trén b fuong thap & bén kia duong va nhin
dam dam vao khung ctra s6. Rém clra m& nén toi ¢6 thé thay Dan nam dai trén x6-pha, dau dat trén tim
dém yéu thich cua t01, mot ly bia trén tay. Toi khong biét anh ay ngu hay thic, nhung anh ay bat dong,
T6i nhe nhdm vi anh 2 ay & nha vao toi thir Sau chtr khong di bar hay, t& hon, dqn nha Anna. Bung 1a chi
nén c§ hai ching t61, tuy c4ch xa nhung bén nhau trong dém cudi cung frén tran thé ctia t6i. CO 18, tan
sau tham trong tam, Dan biét to1 nay la dém t61 nd1 161 vinh biét cudi cung,

“Em y€u anh, Dan,” o thi tham tir bén kia duong, “Em y€y anh hon bat cr ai trén doi. Anh 13
nguoi dan ong em mudn song tron do1, nguoi em s€ lay lam chong. Em dd nghi anh s€ rdt nudc mit
noi bé tho khi em mic 4o cudi bude vao thinh dudng, anh s& xoay tron em trén san khiéu vil trong tiéc
chi€u dai va dui mat vao toc em. Em mudn anh 1a cha ctia con em, Dan. Em mudn anh nhac em Ién,
xoay tron khi em bao em c6 thai va nam lay tay em khi em chuyén da. Nu cuoi rang r& cua anh sé
chigu sang can phong khi con trai hay con gai chung ta chao doi. Em mu6n chia s¢, moi niém vui, noi
budn véi anh, song dén ring long dau bac cung anh. Anh la nguoi dan ong duy nhat em yéu, em can,
em mubn. Em yéu anh Dan, va s& khong bao gid hét yéu. Anh da, s€ va mai la ngud1 yéu cua em. Em
yéu anh, Daniel Harding, Em yéu anh. Em yéu anh. Em y€u anh.”

Nudce mat 13 cha roi xuong mat khi t61 dirng day va 1€ budc rd1 xa maj nha than yéu, ro1 xa Dan,
ro1 xa moi thor dang 1€ thudc vé t61. To1 khyng lai. To1 khong thé 1am thé. Toi phai nhin anh ay lan
cuoi cung. To61 phai nhin khuén mat anh ay mot 1an nita. To1 quay lai, cham rai va nin thd. Anna dang
ding trudce ctra, nhan chuong.

Khong, t61 nghi trong dau, khong, khong, khong. Lam on di Anna. Lam on hdy di di. Bung cudp mat
diéu nay cpa to1. C6 co6 thé cd Dan suot phan doi con lai, nhung khoanh khac nay la cua t61. Pay la
khoanh khac tir biét ctua to6i. Pung mé ctra Dan, t61 khan cau. Hay ngu say. Lam on dung nghe tiéng
chudng ctra.

Nhung Dan chang nghe dugc 161 to1.

Anh ay 1€ minh khoi ghé x6-pha va bién mat trong hanh lang. Moi t€ bao trong nguoi kéu gao toi
hay xoay nguoi va budc di, nhung t61 khong thé. To1 khong thé ngan minh qua dudng va tién lai gan
ngbi nha. Anna, moi su chil y cua ¢6 ta déu don vao canh ctra trudec mat, khong hé nhan ra to61 dang



khom ngudi nép sau chiée xe hoi nha hang xom. C6 ta vuodt phing lai vy ngan va chinh lai toc.

“Chao, Dan,” c0 ta cat 101 khi anh &y m¢ ctra va dua vao khung ctra. “Anh c6 dinh mo1 em vao nha,
hay em s€ phai dirng ngoai nay suot dém?”

Dan lac dau va noi gi dé ma t61 khong nghe rd.

“C6 chuyén gi vy Danny?” Anna véi t6i vudt ve ma anh ay. “Anh nguong vi nhitng gi da xay ra toi
hém do sao?”

“Anh khong nghi 1a em,” Dan n61 kho khdc, tranh dau nén tay Anna rdt tir ma xuong vai anh.

C5 ta lui lai mot budc. “Xin 16i. Em nén goi bao trudc. Em muon dén tiém White Horse uong vai
ly va nghi nén ghé qua xem anh c6 mudn di cung khong.”

Dan lac dau. “Anh khong c6 tam trang di dau.”

“Thdi ndo,” Anna kéo tay anh 4y. “Dén d6 rdi anh s& thich thdi. Nhin xem, anh d3 mang gidy roi
kia.”

Dan nhin Xuong chan. Anh ay ca miii gidy vao ngach ctra. Toi da thay anh 4y lam thé hang nghin lan
trudc day, moi khi anh ay buoc phai 1am diéu minh khong thich.

“Anh quén 14y vi,” anh 4y tra 10i.

“Khong sao,” Anna phan khoi, “Em co6 tién mat. P1 nao anh. Em chi ¢6 mdt minh. i uéng vai ly

v61 em duge khong Dan?”

Co ta lai giat tay Dan va kéo anh 4y ra duong. Truge su that vong ctia toi, Dan quay lai dong ctra
roi dé co ta dan anh ay xuong dufcmg To1 thyp Xuong nap sau chiéc xe khi ho tién lai gan.

“Sau d6 ching ta c6 thé dén hop dém,” Anna dé xuat. “Tham chi em con di v6i anh dén hop dém
Indie[113]. Em biét anh rat thich Indie.”

“Anh khong muén dén hop dém,” Dan rut tay ra. “That ra thi quén hét miy chuyén nay di, t6i nay
anh chi mu6n ¢ nha.”
~ Anna cuoi1, nhung c6 chut tuyét vong trong do. “Em c6 thé ¢ nha vd1 anh. Chiing ta c¢6 thé cung
uong mot chai va xemti vi hay lam gi day.”

Dan 1ui lai mot budce va khoanh tay lai. Ham anh céng ra, nhung doi mét trong mét moéi. “Anh chi
muon 6 mot minh, duoc cha?”

Anna ding thang ngudi, cd nhin vao mét anh ay.

“Do chuyén t6i hom d6, phai khong?” giong Anna cing thiang,

“Ve di, Anna, di di.” Dan thé dai.

“Khong!” ¢6 ta het 18n, quay lai va budc trén via he. “Em khong muon di. Em muén néi vé t6i hom
d6. Anh khong chiu nghe dlen thoai ctia em, chuyén rét la khi ma anh say dam hon em nhu thé.”

“Anh xin 161,” Dan 4p mot tay 1én tran, 14y ngon tay che mat. “Anh say.”
_ Anna dung khung lai. Trong mdt tich tic trong cb ta ¢6 vé bi danh guc, r6i mdt chép mét sau Anna
sat da quay tr¢ lai.

“O vay sa0?” ¢d ta phun mot trang. “Cha, vdy ma luc d6 c6 vé nhu anh biét chinh xac minh dang
lam gi. Anh goi em la thién than, nhd khong‘7 Anh bao em ciru gitp anh? Anh muon em nhiéu nhu em
muon anh vay, Dan.”

“Anh khong nhé gi ca Anna,” Dan budc tranh xa co ta. “Anh khong biét anh di 1am gi. Chuyén d6
khong nén xay ra.”

T6i cti xudng thing sau xe, tim dap dién cudéng. Toi da pham phai mot sai 1am nghiém trong. Dan
khong yéu Anna. Anh ay khong mudén dugce co ta quan tdm, cham soc. T61 da sai hoan toan. Va toéi da
no1 vo1 Bob toi1 s€ 1€n thién duong. Toi dﬁ lam gi thé? To61 da lam cai quai quy gi thé?

“Khong nho!” Anna dam 1én nguc anh a ay “Anh khong nhé sao? Anh noéi em quan trong ddj véi anh
Anh n6i em d3 gitp anh vugt qua cai chét ctia Lucy. Anh n6i anh thich & bén em nhiéu nhu thé nao.’

Dan nhin vai. “Anh d3... noi thé. Em 1a mot trong nhitng ngudi ban than nhat cta Lucy.”



“Anh khong d4m nhan sao Dan?” Anna la to hét sirc. “Em yéu anh Dan. Em da y€u anh nhiéu tuan
lién. Em nghi anh ciing nhu vdy. Hon em di Dan. Hon em va néi la em da sai di.”

T6i ding day ngay lic Anna lao vao Dan, tay vong quanh cd anh ay, ép moi 1én mdi anh ay. Tay
Dan qud quang cho dén ltc tim dugc hong ¢ ta ro61 day ra. Anh ay lui lai mot budc tranh xa co ta, vé
hudng duong cai.

“Em d3 hiéu, lam, Anna. Ny hon d6 chang 1a gi. Anh xin 15i, nhung anh khong thé. Anh say va dau
kho. D6 14 sai 1am.”

“Anh yéu em,” Anna tim lay c6 tay Dan va kéo anh ay vé phia c6 ta. “Anh yéu em nhung khong
dam thtra nhan.”

“Khong phai,” Dan gao 1én, giat khoi c6 ta. “Toi van yéu Lucy, Anna. Toi van yéu cd éy ”

Anh Ay giat tay khoi cai niu cia Anna va say chdn ra sau. Mat c4 chan Dan bi trat, gan nhu thude

phim quay chiam, anh ay trugt khoi via hé, bay ra dudng. Co tiéng phanh thing gip va giong hai phu nit
hét 1én. Mot trong hai 1a giong toi.

Nguoi tai xé xe buyt thip, bé dang run 1ay bay luc budc xudng xe va nhin chim chdm, mém hé hdc,
vao nguoi1 dan 6ng nam bat dong cach banh trudc vai mét.
“Goi xe cap ciru,” anh ta hét 1én voi1 Anna. “Goi xe cap curu ngay.”
_ Anna, tai nhot va run ray, do dam trong ti xach va 16i dién thoai di dong ra. Co ta bam cac phim
sO
“Chao,” giong co ta run run. “Pén nhanh cho, mdt ngudi dan o ong bi xe buyt tong va chay mau rat

nhiéu. Vang Vang. Duong White. Khong, to1 chang biét anh 4y con tho hay khong. Lam on dén nhanh
di. Lam on, t61 khong mudn anh ay chét.”

“Co c6 thay khong?”’nguoi tai xé xe buyt noi véi t6i. “Co c6 thiy chuyén gi xay ra khong? Anh ta
nhay ra trudc dau xe. To1 co6 thang lai, nhung khong kip. Co6 c6 thay moi chuyén khong?”

T6i budce, nhu bi théi mién, qua ngudi tai x&, dam dong hanh khach trén xe buyt ta xudng va dang
vay quanh Dan. To61 buéc qua Anna, quy xuong nén duong lanh gia canh co thé Dan va gat cho toc day
mau ra khoi mét anh ay.

“Lucy,” anh 4y mé mot mat. “Lucy, c¢6 phai em khong?”

“La em day,” toi thi tham, luét mbi 1én moi anh 4y. “La em day Dan.”

“Anh biét em s& quay lai,” anh Ay tho hit ra. “Anh luon biét em s& lam thé.”

T6i kéo mit ra dé co thé nhin vao mit anh Ay, nhung ching d3 khép lai. M6i anh 4y hé md va go ma
cung do.

“Hbi suc tim phm[glﬂ"’ Anna la 18n, day toi ra. “Ai d6 c6 thé hoi strc tim phdi khong? Lam on, 1am
on dirng dé anh ay chét. Lam on 1am gi 6. Ai do hay lam gi do di!”



CHUONG 40

T61 mo tung cura trurde Ngbi Nha Danh Cho Nhing Ai Muén Tré Thianh Ma va chay 1én cau thang, hai
bac mot, dé vé phong. To1 ¢ lai hién truong tai nan cho toi khi xe cap ctru dén. Ngay 1ap tirc ho cung
mot hanh khach trén xe buyt hdi sirc tim phdi, nhung khong hiéu qua nén ho sdc dién hai 1an 18n nguc
Dan.

“Chung t61 xin 16,” nhan vién cp ctru ndi véi Anna dang quy canh thi thé Dan. “Chung t6i da ¢
hét sttc. Anh y di roi.’

Lic Anna hét 1én, hai hanh khiach nam ngay 1ap tirc xoc hai bén ¢6 ta. Chang ai nhan ra t6i lui ra va
chay, nhanh hét mirc, doc con duong.

“Chét tiét,” toi la, van manh md ta quén ao va kéo tay nam dé budc 1én thang cubn vé cdi trung
gian. “Mo ra! Cho t61 l€n, Bob Cho t01 vao!”
T6i vira dinh van tay ndm lan nita thi syc nhé. .. chiéc nhin. N6 vAn nam trong ti dau giwong. Toi

giat hoc kéo ra va 16ng chiéc nhin vao ngoén thir ba trén ban tay trai va chay lai canh ctra. Khi t61 xoay
tay nam lan nira thi canh ctra mo ra.

T6i leo hét strc 1én cac bac thang, cang nhiéu cang t6t trude khi thd hét ndi va ngdi xudng.

“Nhanh 1én ndo,” t6i khan cau khi thang cuén cudn 1én trén va bau khong khi dan dan chuyén tir mau
xanh am u sang xdm am dam. “Nhanh Ién nao.”

TAm trang cta toi ciing 4am dam nhu bau khong khi xung quanh. Chting kién canh Dan chét that kinh
khung va t61 khong thé quén dyoc hinh anh chi€c xe buyt tong vao nguoi anh ay, hat anh ay 1én cao.
Nhung anh 4y nhan ra t61. Anh ay biét to1 quay lai vi anh ay. Anh ay biét.

“Lam on,” t6i la to. “Lam on hiy dé anh 4y vao cdi trung gian. Lam on.”

_ Thanh Bob dang dimg cho t61 trén dinh thang cudn, tréng vang va l1ap lanh hon lan cudi cung toi
gap ong.

“Lucy,” 6ng md rong vong tay. “Ta rat ming 13 ¢6 da lam dugc.”

T6i 6m ldy 6ng. “Rat vui gip lai ong, Bob.”

Ong 4y ngac nhién nhin t6i. “That khong? Ta nghi ¢6 khing khang mudn tré thanh ma. It nhat d6 1a
nhitng gi ¢6 no1 trude khi ro1 khoi day.”

“Moi thir da thay d6i. Ai ciing c6 thé thay d6i quan diém ma.”

“Tét, tot,” Bob twoi cudi, dan t6i vé phia thang cudn di 1én. “Ta da hy vong diéu niy s& xay ra.”

“Khong, Bob,” t6i tranh khoi 6ng. “Gio t6i khong thé 16n d6.”

“Sa0?”” Ong nhudng cip chin may ram. “C6 noi gi?”

i ::T()i s& 1én d6,” t6i lui lai vai budc. “Tbi hira s& 18n, nhung trudc d6 t6i can phai tim mot ngudi

“Lucy,” Bob goi khi t61 chay di va lao vao dam ngudi1 mau xam. “Lucy, quay lai day ngay!”

T6i mic ké ong va len 16i trong dam dong, chen 14n vuot 1én.

“Dan,” t61 goi to. “Dan, Lucy day. Anh & dau? Dan! Dan!”

Khong ai tra 101 va chang ai phan tng lai v&i toi. Toi tién toi, nhitng than thé lanh ngit va vao
ngudi khi t61 len 161 xuyén qua dam dong.

“Dan,” t61 gao 1€n. “Dan, anh & dau?”

T6i lach xuyén qua dam dong cho dén khi t6i duge buc tudng.

“Anh ¢ dau?” to1 vira goi vira men theo bo tuong. “Dan, anh & dau?”

“Lucy Brown, quay lai thang cudn di 1én ngay 14p tirc,” mot giong noi oang oang vang 1én trén dau.

“Cho t61 mdt phut,” t61 hét. “Lam on, chi mdt phit thoi.”

T6i vira dinh vong qua goc thi nhan ra hai gd mic d6 xam dang budc vé phia minh. T6i quay ngudi



lan vao dam ngudi mau xdm dang gio than.

“Dan,” to1 goi. “Anh ¢ dau? Em la Lucy. Em yéu anh.”

“Lucy,” mdt giong n6i khan khan vang 1én. “C6 dung la Lucy khong?”

“Tiép tuc n6i di. Em s& lai chd anh. Tiép tuc n6i di.”

T6i lan theo giong anh, x6 mot quy toc thoi Vigtoria, mot hiép si Trung cO, va mOt 4 gai goi trén
duong di. Cudi cung dam dong cling thua dan, anh 4 ay k1a nam cudn tron trén san, goi co 1én ngue, mat

nham nghlen Anh ay van mac chiéc quan jean ban, 40, T-shirt den va doi giay thé thao do day nhu luc
Xay ra tai nan, nhung sau 6t da khong con mau, chan thang va khong bi giy.

“Dan,” t6i 4u yém ndi lic quy xudng bén canh anh. “Em 1a Lucy.”

Mi mit anh dong ddy va anh md mét. “Phai Lucy khong?”

"lféi vudt ma anh. N6 mau xam nhung van con hoi 4m, rdu anh chAm vao ngon tay t6i. “Em day,” toi
tra 101.

“Anh dang mo,” Dan 1am bam. “Em d3 chét. Anh lai mo thiy em nita.”

“Anh khong mo. Em that sy & day.”

Anh 4y mim cuoi va vudt toc toi. “Toc em cd cam giac rat that.”

“Po 1a vi em that sy & day véi anh, Dan.”

“Anh yéu em Lucy,” anh 4y thi thAm. “Anh chua bao gio hét yéu em.”

T6i nép ma vao hdm cb anh. Mui hu’crng ctia Dan van nhu xua.

“Em ciing yéu anh. Em yéu anh rat, rat nhiéu. Va em xin 16i vi da cai nhau voi anh truée khi chét. Y
em khong phal nhu thé dau. Em la dtra ngbc, cang thang, ich ky.”

Dan chdng khuyu tay nhom day, nhin nhitng doi chan xam xung quanh ching t6i. “Cai nhau? Anh
dau co6 cai nhau vo1 em, Anh dang tranh cai v61 Anna trén duong ngay trude ctra nha va roi... ro1 anh
giat khoi ¢ ta...” Anh 2y cau may. “... va anh khong biét chuyén gi da xay ra sau d6. Anh dang ¢ dau
Lucy?”

To1 mo miéng dinh tra 161 nhung mdt ban tay dat 1€n vai lam t61 ngung lai. Thanh Bob dang ding
lac dau canh chung to1.

“Pé ta giai quyét chuyén ndy Lucy,” 6ng binh than cét 15i. “Co c6 thé gip lai anh ta sau mot phut
ntra.”

“Nguoi nay 1a ai?” Dan nhin tir t61 sang Bob va nguoc lai. “Va vi sao 6ng ta lai c6 mau sang
ch6i?”

T6i mim cuoi. “Bi véi 6ng ay. Em s& chd anh & ngoai van phong.”

T61 khom nguo1 bén ngoai cira van phong Bob, tai ap 1én 16 khoa, nhyng chang nghe duogc gi. Dan
va Bob dé ¢ trong do hang thé ky va to] khong biét nhu vay la tot hay xau. T61 déd qua, phan chan khi

gap Dan trén cdi trung gian, nhung anh 8y qua hoang mang nén t61 khong biét chic anh ay s& phan tmg
nhu thé ndo khi nhan ra minh ciing da chét.

Cudi cung canh cira cling mo, t6i 10i lai va giat thot.

“Lucy,” vé mat Dan diém tinh.

“Sa0?” trai tim chua chét cua toi dap dién cudng.

“That sy 13 em ¢ phai khong?”” anh ay nhin t6i chim cham. “C6 that 13 em khong?”

Toi gat dau. “Em day.”

“Va chiing ta déu chét roi.”

“Ptng.” Nudc mit 1an xudng ma. “Ching ta déu chét rdi Dan.”

Anh ay cudi, lao vé phia t6i, vong tay quanh ngudi toi va nhac bong toi 1én.

“Lucy,” anh y thé khi xoay tron toi. “Lucy ctia anh, Lucy xinh dep ctia anh. Anh nhé em qua.”
“Em ciing nhd anh, Dan. Nhiéu hon anh nghi.”



“Em c6 biét anh yéu em nhiéu nhu thé nao khong?” Anh ay dit t6i xudng dat, tay van vong quanh
nguoi toi.

To61 lac dau.

“Em yéu anh ngay tir gidy phut dau tién nhin thay anh,” anh ay nhin thing vao mit t6i, “va tir 46 moi
giay mo1 phit anh déu yéu em.”

“Vay anh khéng ghét em vi da khong no1 ‘em cling yéu anh’ trrge khi em chét sao?”

“Ghét em u? Tat nhién 13 anh khong ghét em. Anh yéu em Lucy. Anh d6 16i cho minh vi da roi di

t6i d6 va da dit cai hop chét tiét d6 1én gac mai...” Mat anh Ay dong diy nudc mat. “Anh d6 18i cho
minh vi da lam em chét.”

“P6 khong phai 13 161 ctia anh, Dan,” t6i lau nudc mat trén méa anh. “Do khong phai 12 16i ctia anh.”

Anh ay cui dau va au yém hon 1€n moi t61. “Anh yéu em Lucy,” anh 4y noi gifta nhitng nu hon. “Anh
yéu em nhi€u lam.”

Bob hang giong. “Xin 1061 phai pha v& cudc hdi ngd, hai ban, nhung con mot viéc hai nguo1 phai
lam trudce khi ca hai chét hanh phiic mai mai vé sau.”

Dan va t61 quay lai nhin 6ng.

“Vay do la gi?” t61 hoi, lo s¢ 1a ¢6 sai 1am kinh khung nao dé va chung t61 s€ lai phai chia cach.

“Pang kia,” Bob chi ra xa, “la thang cuon di 1én. T61 dé nghi cé hai 1én d6 ngay lap tirc.”

T61 nhin Dan va mim cuoi. “Anh nghi sao?”

Anh 2y nam chit tay t61. “Du em di bat cr noi ndo, anh cling di theo em. Anh s& khong bao gio
danh mat em nira, Lucy Brown.”

* k&



e Chu thich

W ca phé cappuccino 3 mét cach pha ché ca phé cua Y, gom ba phan déu nhau: ca phé espresso pha véi mot lwong nude gip doi
(espresso lungo), sita nong va sita sui bot.



2] Trigu ching suy than: 6i mira, biéng dn, mét moi, phu thiing tay chan, cao ap huyét, ngira ngay toan co thé, dau eo lung, nude tiéu bat
thuong.



Bl Dy 1a tir vidt té,t cua Disc Jockey, la nguoi chuyén Iya chon va phat nhiing thé loai Am nhac (da duoc ghi am tur trudc) cho mot doi
tugng khan gia nhat dinh, va diéu chinh bién tau 4m nhac cho phu hop vdi nguoi thudng thirc.



I Nam sap lam tang nguy co dot tir.



Bl Mot dién vién - dao dién ngudi Anh c¢é khudén mit phiic hau.



[6] phat thanh vién dién trai ngudi Anh dugc ménh danh Ia “phu thily 4m thanh” ctia dai BBC & Anh. Ong ciing thudng tham gia cac
chuong trinh truyén hinh, game show Deal or No Deal...



7 Trg choi trén truyén hinh.



8] Fart nghia 14 d¢anh ram.



Bl Mot nhan hang thoi trang dat tién.



101 Mot hon dao cua Hy Lap.



UL CRP: thi thuat hdi sinh tim phdi bang cach 4n manh va nhanh ngay gitta nguc lién tyc.



12l van dong vién dién kinh ndi tiéng ngudi Anh gde Jamaica.



3] Mot nit didn vien, ca sindi tiéng ngudi Anh.



U413 thie bi sir dung nhién li¢u (déu, than...) dé dun s6i nuée tao thanh hoi nuée mang nhi¢t dé phuc vu cho cac yéu cau vé nhiét.



15T Thomas Edison.



[16] Loai ti ¢4 nhiéu ngan, hoc.



U713 loai vay ngan clia vii nit ba & lam bang nhiéu 16p vai man cimg.



L8] Mot chuong trinh truyén hinh thuc té.



9] Mot nam ca si hat nhac rap.



RO Ho 1 nhitng ngudi ndi tiéng da chét.



[21] Mot loai cay c6 1a mdng, va than dai tir d6 cac cdy non moc lén.



22115 bd phim san xuit nim 1993 ctia Hoa Ky vé Oskar Schindler, mot nha kinh doanh ngudi Ptic da bao vé cudc séng ciia hon mot
nghin nguo1 Do Thai Ba Lan trong nan di¢t chiing Holocaust bang cach dua ho vao lam trong cac nha may ctia minh.



23] Dan Gothic an mac nhu ma ca réng, danh mat tréng, t6 mit den, 4o khoac den.



[24] Mot loai hormone duroc san Xuat ra boico thé khi s hii, tic gian hay thich tha va lam cho nhip tim dap nhanh hon, co thé chuén bi
cho nhitng phan g chong lai sy nguy hi€ém.



23] Nt than téc rén c6 mai toc duge két thanh tir vo s6 rin doc.



[26] 1 3 bénh lién doi than kinh, c6 nhitng biéu hién nhu Ep lai mot s cir dong hodc am thanh hoan toan khéng chu .



s mot sach tra ctru dugc xut ban hang nam, ghi lai tap hgp cac ky luc thé gidi dugc cong nhan trén toan thé gidi, ca ky luc do loai
nguodi thue hién dugc va ky luc cua thién nhién tao ra.



[28] Phong tap thé duc c6 cac dung cu.



[29] Thuong 1a nhimg chuong trinh danh cho nguoi Ion, ¢6 lién quan dén sex.



130] Trang phuc cta phu nit Malaysia va Indonexia.



Bl Mot chuong trinh truyén hinh hai cia Anh néi vé nhimg ngudi cudi ciing con sdng sot bi mic ket ba triéu nim trén mot con tau
khong gian.



B2l pon vi do luong & Anh, béng 0,58 Iit.



[33] Cang sém cang tot. Nguyén gbc 13 ASAP 1a viét tit cua as soon as possible.



B4 Nha tho, nhac si, viét kich ban, nhac si, dién vién ngudi Anh.



B3I Nir din vién ngudi Anh.



136] Trong s6 hang ngan con duong dugc cac nén vin hoa thoi tién Columbus xay dung & Nam My, thi nhitng con dudng mon ciia ngudi
Inca la dang chu y nhat. Mang ludi nhitng con dudng nay hoi tu vé thanh ph6 Cusco-thu d6 cua dé ché Inca trude kia.



B7] Chinh lai ca vat 1 diu hiéu moi goi ai d6 quan hé.



138] George Washington I vi tong théng dau tién cua Hoa Ky. Tac gia ghép tén Graham va ho Washington v6i dung ¥ cham biém.



B9 pao Menorca ndm & phia Pong cia Tay Ban Nha.



B9 Nir din vién ngudi Anh.



4] Mot trong nhitng nha hat 16n nhit thé gidi ctia London.



[42] Mot seri phim truyén hinh.



331 Mot trong nhitng trung tim thuong mai van chuyén chinh ctia London.



144] Dong may vi tinh ciia Apple, hé diéu hanh ding d6 hoa thay vi dong Iénh, thich hop vdi cong viée lién quan t6i sang tao, nghé thuat.



%3] Gia Pinh Addams Ia cac nhan vat hu cu do hoa si biém hoa ngudi My Charles Addams sang tao ra. Trong cac nhan vat do, Lurch
cao lon, lung limg, day vé de doa.



146] Nasty nghia i v& van.



471 T3¢ may tinh bang tién trinh phan mém shutdown dé bao vé hé thong dir liéu trong may.



48] 1 oai rugu ¢ chita mot loai hoa chit tu nhién gdy a0 gidc cho ngudi udng.



149 Brigitte Bardot, nit dién vién ngudi Phap c6 than hinh va phong cach dién xuat goi cam.



L] Trong cudn tiéu thuyét “Thoi thanh xuan cta C6 Jean Brodie’, Jean Brodie 1a mét c6 gido doan trang, luén nhin thé gidi quan xung
quanh bang con mat qua lang man.



L1 Loai ruou manh cét tir mot giéng cay nhiét d&i & Méhico.



[52] Tién st khao ¢6 hoc trong seri phim phiéu hru tham hiém cung tén ciia My.



[53] Tap dau tién trong seri phim vé Indiana Jones.



[>4] Tuyén tau toc hanh nbi lién London, Paris va Brussel.



331 Mot loai thube tri tiéu chay.



Lol avascript 12 ngon ngit client-side.



D71 Server-side va Client-side 1 hai phuong thirc phd bién dé phat trién cac trang web dong.



[S.ﬁ Mot ban nhac Anh tr& thanh hién tugng cta lang nhac thé gioi v6i nhitng ca khiic s6i dong. Ban nhac nit Spice Girls va nhing doi
gidy cao to tré thanh mot mot thoi.



59 Trong thuét ngili vi tinh LAN c6 nghia 1a mang ndi bo.



1601 not thuong hiéu my pham ndi tiéng ctia Anh.



[o1] Mot thuong hi¢u sécola ctia Anh.



[62] Huyén thoai nhac Soul ctia My.



631 Kidu 40 ma phan trén duoc giit lai bang mot dai vong qua gay, dé 16 vai va lung.



[64] Mau xe con bo cua hing Volkswagen, thich hop cho nit vi voc dang nho nhin.



[6.—57] Mot tac pham dai kiét Xuat cla nha van J. R, R. Tolkien, m0t nha ngtr van nguoi Anh. Tac pham thyc sy 1a tip hop quy mé nhiing
hi€u biet vé mdt theé gioi tuong tuong voi nhieu giong ngudi ky la nhu Hobbit, nguoi lun, tién... va con nguoi.



[66] Ten mot nguoi lun.



[67] Nhiing ca siva ban nhac hat nhac rap va hip-hop.



681 pd d0i cta phu nit hinh luoi liém, thuong trang tri béng chau bau va dugc ddi vao cac dip €.



691 Nha lién ké 1 loai nha rigng, g0m cac can ho nhiéu tang dugc xay dung lien va sat nhau thanh ddy trong nhimg 16 ¢4t nam lien nhau
va c6 chiéu rong nho hon nhi€u lan so chi€u dai can nha va cung st dung chung hé thong ha tang khu d6 thi.



011 4 tro choi dién tir thudc thé loai phiéu tru két hop giai d6 rat thu vi, dong thoi ndi dung cau chuyén trong game ciing mang dam chit
su thi, trong d6 Munchies hudng dan gia dinh minh tranh xa i ma d6i nguy hiém dang xadm nhap vao khu rimg than yéu.



7] M0t nhan vat trong tro choi dién tir chién lugc thoi gian thudc loai khoa hoc vién tudng Starcraft.



2 Nt dién vién ngudi Anh ndi tiéng sinh nam 1927.



31 L3 m6 hinh mai méi cho phép ban gip g nhi¢u nguoi khac giéi doc thin mai trong vai gio ddng hd va tro chuyén riéng tu véi moi
ngudi trong vai phut dé tir d6 co thé tim cho minh nguoi ban doi twong lai.



741 13 mén thé thao mao hiém deo day va nhay tir trén cao xudng.



73] Théap dong hd cuia cung dién Westminster, London.



L76] Trong vin héa Anh, hinh dong nay c6 nghia i ciu mong duoc nhu ¥, toai nguyén.



7711 4 mét loai banh ngot trang mi¢ng rat ndi tiéng ctia nudc Y, két hop hoa quyén giira huong thom ctia ca phé, ruou nhe va vi béo ciia
tring cung kem pho mai.



78] K iéu nhuom mau vai bang cach budc timg phan cua vai lai dé chd d6 khong bi an mau. Nhuém tie-dye s& mang dén hiéu tng ngu
hing cho mau sac hién thi trén mat vai.



7] Indie music chi cac dia nhac dugc tao ra tir dau dén cudi boi ca si hodc nhom nhac. Ho tu [am hau hét moi viéc: sang tac, choinhac,
thu &m, quang céo, va phat hanh dia...



[80] Bing vé sinh dang ng.



Bl 1y chuyén qua may vi tinh.



B2 1 oai quan thiét ké dng suong, chit liéu cotton va thuong c6 mau sang.



[83] Cach choi chit ctia Con Quy Poc Ac. Pay Ia nit nhan vat phan dién trong bd phim hoat hinh ‘101 con ché dém’ ctia Walt Disney.
Nhan vat nay khong tir thit doan nao d¢ doat dugc dan chd dom.



3411 oai keén dong twong ty nhu Trumpet nhung c6 4m thanh thip hon.



[85] viét tét cua Human Resource tuc 1a B0 phan nhén su, dit li¢u nhan sy.



[86] [ gnh refresh nhim nhéc chuong trinh cap nhap thong tin.



[87] La mdt loai giém nhung khéng c6 vang hoac con giém, balsamic vinegar dugc két tinh tr nho d6, mat ong va lyu. Quy trinh san xut
loai giam nay nhu rugu nho: dugc Ién men mét cach tu nhién, dugce chira trong cac thung go soi, sau mot thoi gian nhat dinh dugc dong
trong chai thity tinh mau t6i va c¢6 vi chua ngot.



[88] 1 3 kidu nhuom timg tép toc nhé c6 mau sang hon mau nén.



[89] Nguyén gdc sleepover tirc Ia mot hinh thirc party doc ddo cua teen nit. Tham du bita ti¢c nay cac c6 gai tu tdp ¢ nha ngudi nao do,
cung chuyén tro, xem phim, dn bong ngd, choi tro ném goi... dén tan sang.



D Thurong hiéu mét hé théng nha hang thie dn nhanh.



P14 mét thirc an banh kep (sandwich) c6 miéng thit xay (thuong 14 thit bo) & giira.



[22] Mot hon dao gﬁn Anh, trudc day thudc Na Uy, sau d6 Anh mua lai nam 1765.



231 Nhan vat hoat hinh vui nhon trong series phim hoat hinh cting tén rat ndi tiéng duoc tré em yéu thich.



4] Cang S6m Cang Tét.



B3] vi cha xtr trong tac pham ‘Robin Hood - chiia trom oai hing’ ctia nha vin Alexandre Dumas.



[96] Péng tinh nam.



7] Péng tinh ni.



81 Mot nhan vat trong loat phim truyén hinh Star Trek.



221 Mot loai bup bé. Bratz 1a ddi thi ning ky nhéat ctia bup bé Barbie. Bip bé Bratz khong ¢ vong nguc né nang nhu Barbie. Cach an
mdc cua Bratz theo kiéu duong pho, khong di€u dang va chiing chac nhu Barbie.



11001 Hra tré hén xuoc.



[0} pmay bup bé Bratz gém ¢6 Cloe, Jade, Sasha, Yasmin.



[102] Phong céach ¢ dién, kiéu ki, sang trong.



[103] Phong cach sdc s, tré trung, pha cach.



11041 pi&n vien dong vai thuyén truong Krik.



[105] Mot bang dang mé nhac rock, chuyén mic 4o da, cudi mo to.



[106] \ 1ot nhan vat trong loat phim truyén hinh Star Trek.



lo7] Nguoi din cac chuong trinh thi d6 ndi tiéng trén truyén hinh My.



L108] Mot loai phén den danh mi mit ctia nguoi Ai Cap.



109 ot tap chi danh riéng cho dan 6ng & Anh.



[119] Ting Phap, nghia I that tiéc.



M Hoa st Tay Ban Nha.



2] Nha van Nga.



I3 14 viét tit cua independent (tu do, doc 1ap), trong &m nhac indie dugc hiéu voi nghia déi 1ap véi mainstream (chinh théng) hay
ngugc nghia voi popular (dai chiing), nghia 1a cac ngh¢ sivo danh hoat dong tu do, khong tham gia thi trudng &m nhac chinh thong. Indie
thuong gan voi cac nghé sithudc nhi€u dong khac nhau nhu rock, folk, ambient. ..



L1417 5 sy két hop giita hoi strc ho hap (thdi ngat) va ép ong nguc.
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