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LOI NOI DAU

Nudec ta hién nay dang trong giai doan cong nghiép hoa, hién dai hda va mo ctra tiép xtic rong rai voi
thé gii. Phai c6 ban linh tlep thu tinh hoa van hoa cua thé gioi dé 1am phong phu cho nén vin hoa ciia
dan toc minh. Nhung mudn thé nhat thiét phai cung co cai gbe cuia vin hoa dan toc, boi dudng tinh hoa
van hoa dan toc cho cac thé hé, nhit 1a thé hé tré dé cho ho y thirc dugc nhirng gia tri tinh than dep dé
cua dan toc minh, nhu vay khi tiép xtc véi nén van hoa cac nude, ho biét chu dong tiép thu nhirng cai
hay, cai dep cua nguoi, va di g lai voi nhitng cai xXau, cai doc hai. Xuét phat tir nhan thirc nay, Ho1
nghién ctru va Giang day Van hoc Thanh pho H6 Chi Minh quyét dinh to chtrc bién soan tir sich VAN
HOC VIET NAM, NHUNG TAC PHAM TIEU BIEU.

Tu sach s& cung cip cho dong dao ban doc, trude hét 1a ban doc tré, cho thanh nién, hoc sinh, sinh
vién & cac truong pho thong va dai hoc nhiing tac pham v t0 ctia vin hoc dan tdc, tir vin hoc dan
gian dén van hoc viét, tir van hoc ¢6 dén van hoc cén, hién dai... Thong qua ti sach ndy ban doc s&
cam nhan dugc vé dep cua tam hon con nguo1 Viet Nam, strc song va ca tinh cua dan toc Viét Nam,
cuing v&i cai hay, cai dep ciia tiéng Viét va van chuong Viét Nam.

bé phan anh cho ding nhirng thanh tyu ctia van hoc dan toc, trong ti sach co tap 1a mot tac phém duoc
in tron ven, co tap la tuy€n cua mot tac gia, hoac mot phong trao, mot thé loai...

Chung ti ¢6 gang cung cip cho ban doc nhitng vin ban dugc in 1an dau tién ddi véi bo phan vin hoc
quoc ngir, con nhirng van ban thudc pham vi van hoc Han Nom thi ngoai viéc in ban dich, hodc ban
phién dm ching t61 cho in kem theo van ban chir Han hodc chit Nom dé cho cac ban c6 thé doi chiéu
khi can thiét.

Xin tran trong gidi thi€u ti sach va1 dong ddo ban doc.

GS. Hoang Nhu Mai

Chu tich Ho1 Nghién ctru va Giang day Van hoc

Thanh ph6é H6 Chi Minh



LOI GIOI THIEU

Mot trong nhiing tac gia ndi tiéng vé thé loai truyén ky ¢ nude ta nira cudi thé ky 18 dau thé ky 19 1a
Pham Dinh H6. Ong trude tac kha nhleu, trong d6, Vi trung tuy but la birc tranh toan canh sinh dong
vé x4 hoi doi Lé-Trinh, 1a tai liéu tot cho nhirng ai mudn nghién ctru, tim hiéu phong tuc, tip quan,
sinh hoat cua con nguo1i thoi nay.

Pham Dinh H6 sinh nim 1768, tu Tung Nién va Binh Truc, hiéu 1a Pong D3 Tiéu, con c6 biét hiéu 1a
Hy Kiéu Phy, nguoi doi thuong goi 1a Cu Té Pan Loan (1). Ong qué ¢ xa Pan Loan, huyén Duong
An, pht Thuong Hong, tran Hai Duong, nay la thon Dan Loan, xa Nhan Quyén, huyén Cam Binh, tinh
Hai Duong (2). Nha ¢ phuong Ha Khau (3), huyén Tho Xuwong, phu Hoai Durc, thude thanh Thang
Long (nay thudc khu vuc phudng Hang Budm, quan Hoan Kiém, Ha Noi).

Ong xuét than tir gia dinh khoa bang. Cha dau ctr nhan 1am chirc Hién sat dudi triéu Lé Canh Hung
(1740), nhung mat sém ltc 6ng mdi 10 tudi, gia dinh trd nén ting ban. Anh trudng, anh thir ctia ong
déu yéu ménh. Vg Ong chét sém 1ién sau cai chét ctia con trai 16n, dé lai dia con sau 6m yéu. Mac du
chiu nhiéu dau thwong, ban thin 1am bénh tit, 6ng cling cd gang deo dudi nghiép khoa ctr. Cudi doi Lé
Canh Hung, 6ng ting theo hoc ¢ truong Quédc Ttr Giam. Nam Binh Ngo (1786) 6 ong chua kip di thi thi
nha Lé mat (1789). Mai dén khi Gia Long 1én ngdi, mo cac khoa thi, ong di thi nhiéu lan nhung chi
dau dén ta tai. Sau bi bénh, khong thé tlep tuc nghi¢p khoa ctr duge, 6ng danh thi gio viét sach. Ong
am turong va nghién ciru rat nhiéu linh vuc. Vira chuyén chi hoc hanh, vira trude tac, ong c6 nhiéu
cong trinh suu tAm, nghién ctru c6 gia tri. Nho vay, ndm Minh Ménh thi nhat (1820), ong dugc vua
vOi vao triéu cho nham chirc Hanh tau bo HY, roi duoc bo vao chirc han 1am vién hanh tau. Chang bao
1au, Ong xin tir chirc vé nha. Nam Minh Ménh thir bay (1826), 6ng lai duoc tri¢u vé triéu lam chirc
Han 1am vién thira chi kiém Quéc tir giam té tiru. Buoc vai nam ong cao bénh vé qué, lai duoc vua
tri¢u va ban chirc Thi giang hoc si. Nam 1839, ong mat, tho 71 tudi. Trong sudt quang do1 minh, 6ng
sépg cudc sdng nha nghién ciru, nha vin nhiéu hon 1am quan. Ong dé lai nhiéu tac phdm voi kha nhiéu
the loai.

Vé suru tim, nghién ctru, dng c6: L8 triéu hoi dién, Bang giao dién 1¢, Canh Hung tan ty sach phong st
quan thu gian chu tap, An Nam chi, O chau lyc, Ai Lao sit trinh, Pai Man qudc dia 6, Can khon nhat
1am, Hi kinh tric 13i, Khanh An Pan Loan Pham gia thé pho, Pan Loan Pham thij chi hé thé pho...

Vé sang tac, ong co: VU trung tuy bat, Nhat dung thuong dam, Bong Da hoc ngon thi tap, Ban tiép ton
phung, Tang thuong ngiu luc (viét chung v&i Nguyén An)...

Mot trong nhiing dac diém ctia nén vin hoc chir Han nudc ta tir thé ky 18 — dau thé ky 19 1a su phat
trién cta thé ky. O thé loai nay, ngudi viét ghi lai nhiing diéu tai nghe, mat thay bang ngh¢ thuat mo ta
sinh dong. .. Ngoai nhitng nguyén nhin khach quan ctia vin hoc, yéu cau phat trién thé loai ky (cha yéu
12 tap ky va ky su), hoan canh xa hoi luc bay gio ctng la dong co quan trong thoi thuc nhirng ngudi co
1ong yéu nuée, thwong dan sang tic. Pham Pinh H6 1a mot dién hinh. Du phai song trong gia canh
ngheo tung, dau thuong, nhung ttr nhd 6ng da xac dinh myc dich cua ké lam trai 1a: “Lap than hanh
dao”. Hon nira, trong tho1 dai ong séng, luan thuong dao 1y bi coi thuong, trat tu xa hoi bi ddo 10n,
biét bao canh ngang trai xay ra tir vua chia dén quan lai... Bi ap lyc cuia ké cam quyén, nhitng quan



hé trong x4 hoi déu nghiét nga. ..

Vi trung tuy bat (Tuy but viét trong nhitng ngdy mua) cua Pham Dinh H6 ra doi trong hoan canh a y.
Tap trung trong 91 dé muc, tic gia ghi lai nhirng diéu tai nghe, mat thiy trong thure t& hang ngay, khong
theo mot trat trr nao. Bang tht phap mo ta rat sinh dong, ti mi, chan thanh, bang tim 10ng ciia mot
nguoi uu thoi man thé, Pham Pinh Ho d4 vé lai that séng dong 16i song sa doa clia bon vua chiia, nan
ha hiép dan lanh ctia bon quan lai, canh khon cting ctia dan ching, canh gian 14n hay thanh kién ning
né trong thi ctr dén nhitng tuc 1 cua nguoi dan... Méc du con han ché & mot s6 diém, nhung Vil trung
ty but mang mot gia tri nhat dinh vé midt su hoc, van hoa va xa hoi hoc, 1a tai liéu dang gia cho nhirng
ai mudn nghién ciru xa hoi nudc ta cudi doi Le.

Thuc vay, dudi ngoi bat cia ong, viéc phan anh trung thanh bd mat xa hdi duong thoi, nhét 14 théi dn
choi xa hoa, truy lac cua bon vua chia dugc noi dén trude tién. Sinh ra trong gia dinh nha nho, ban
than tirg 1am quan phuc vu triéu dinh, nhung Pham Dinh H6 khong khoi bat min trude 16i séng trai
dao cua bon théng tr1, trudc thair do coi dan nhu co rac. C)ng ké viéc “Trinh Sam thich choi dén dudc,
thuong nge & cac ly cung bén Tay hd, nti Tt Tram, nai Diing Thay. Viéc xay dung dinh dai ct lién
mién. Mdi thang ba bbn 1an, Vurong ra cung Thuy Lién trén bd Tay hd, binh linh dan hiu vong quanh
bbn mat hd, cac ndi than thi déu bit khin, mic 4o dan ba, bay bach hda chung quanh by hd dé ban
(...). Budi éy, bao nhiéu loai tran cAm dj tha, c6 mdc quai thach, chau hoa cay canh & chbn dan gian,
chia déu strc thu 14y, khong thiéu mot thir gi (...). Bon hoan quan cung cim lai thudng nho gid bé
ming, ra ngoai do dAm. Ho do xem nha ndo c6 chiu hoa cay canh, chim t6t, khudu hay, thi bién ngay
chir “phung thi”. Pém dén, cac cdu tréo qua tudng thanh 1én ra, sai tay chin dem linh t6i 1ay phing di
roi bude cho tdi dem diu vat cung phung dé doa léy tién” (Chuyén cii trong phu chtia). Bon quan lai
tai chire cling an cho1 va dung dudng cho con chau chung lan can. Nguyén Khan 1am quan chirc Tri
phién liu khiém Quan nhat hung co, tude Kiéu nhac hiu mé hat xuong, lic tang cha ma khong lac nao
trong nha bo tiéng to, tiéng trac, gip lic con hat dang co tang cling bat hat su6t ngay. Bon con chiu
déu bat chude choi boi thanh quen (Nha ho Nguyén ¢ Tién Dién).

O dat kinh thanh ma nhan nhan “nhting ke day td nha quan, du dang co bac, gay chuyén danh nhau, cai
nhau, cung la nhirng ke vo lai trom cap, nhiéu 1am khong ké xiét duge” (Luc hai). Nhirng ké cdo quan
vé huu cling khong quén théi gian tham, chuyén lam don tir xui ké kién cdo, gy thoi diéu ngoa (Ao
mac).

“Phu mau” cta dan d3 thé thi ngudi dan tranh sao dugce canh doi gian nan, co cuc. Cude séng von kho
khdn, nguoi dan con bi trong 1é€n cd nhitng t& nan phuc dich cho quan. Ké nao d6 khoa Pong céac khi
vinh quy dan ban tong phai dén phuc dich. “Con dén nhur 1am nha tu that, phuc dich viéc gi ciing 46
1én dau dan ca thi dan lang tong 1am sao chiu duoc” (Viéc thi ctr). “Ba Vo Thai phi theo hau chia
Trinh 13 Hi t6 Nhan vuong (Trinh Cuong) dung dudng cho bon con chéu ho hang lam can, bat dan di
phu, léy da lam tir dwong” (VO Thai phi). Khong chiu duge su boc 16t ha khac, nhan dan ving ay noi
1én d6t pha nha tir duong, chéng lai triéu dinh. Sbng thoi nhiéu loan, “ngudi dan con song sot phai di
boc vo cay, bat chuodt dong ma dn. M6i mdt mau rudng chi ban dugc mot cai banh nudng”, c6 nguoi bi
chét d6i. Thé tham nhit 13 c6 noi ngudi ta 1am ca thit nguoi! (VS Thai phi).

Trong hoan canh den t6i ay, nhitng si tir ndo 6m mong thi dd lam quan dé ctru kho cho dan, thi that 1a
hiém hoi. B&1 vi “Nhiing ké chi hoc 1om dugc may cau mép, nao c6 quan thi€t gi dén dao tu, te, tri,
binh, thé ma da ngang nhién ty dac” (Hoc thuat). Muc dich ctua ho chi du “d€ vinh than phi da va lam



cho ho hang dugc nho ma théi, chir c6 ich chua loi dan gi cho nguoi doi nho cdy dau! Hubng chi hoc
thl}ét da bat chinh, dén khi irng dung ra do1 thi chi 1am hai cho thién ha, dang dé cho nguoi ta trach
mang’”.

Nhung dé duoc dé danh bang ho ciing con 14 van dé vo cuing khé khin. Boi viéce thi cir trong giai doan
nay khong con dugc triéu dinh xem trong. Tinh trang nhirng ké quyén thé gian 1an, dat 16t quan chAm
thi, giri gam con em dé duoc thi dd rat phd bién (Khoa ctr). Do chinh thé ngdy cang d6i bai nén hién
twong thi gitip, 1am bai sin, tim cach biét dé trudc ngay cang nhiéu. Té hai nhét 13 thanh kién ning né
cua cac quan giam khao c'101 v6i nhitng bai nao c¢6 “khau khi ctia Ngd Thi Si” vi ho ganh ghét tai hay
chir ndi tiéng ctia 6ng va “san sang béi moc, danh hong di”.

Nhirng hién twong tiéu cuc con xay ra do nhitng han ché cua ché d6 thi cir dwong thoi. Co ké vinh quy
“chi dom 14y con gai nha gidu ma bo vo tao khang; hodc ciu tiéng luon 16i di vay 1ai ma ky liéu vin
khé nén di c6 cai tiéng 6ng Nghe deo no, ba Nghé mua chong khong ké xiét duoc” (Viéc thi cir). Co
ké mé danh dem con gai cho phuong Itra ddo ma cur tudng 1a quan trang, quan tham twong lai, chung
biét ra minh bi lira thi ngd ngang, dau dén (Meo lira).

Tac gia ciing hét strc phan d6i nhitng d6i phong bai tuc con ton tai trong cudc song ngudi dan. La mot
nha nho chinh thong, nén nhiing suy nghi cua ong duc trén nhiing chudn muc ctia thoi dai phong kién,
ctia tu twong nho gido c6 xwa dé danh gia, phé phan nhirng hién tugng sai 1éch duong thoi. Ong t6 thai
d6 bat man trude nhitng thi tuc vo 1y, bat nhan trong céac 18 cudi, 18 tang. Do si dién ma chu nhan t6
chirc linh dinh dé sau d6 phai ban ca ruéng nwong, mang deo ng nan. Tyc 18 ndy l1au dan thanh 18 lang,
ngudi dan bi hach sach phai thyuc hién hi tuc khi c6 18 tang, ngay ky hay 1 cudi. Ong ciing kich liét
phan dbi chuyén dan lang mé tin tho ca hé, tré con va myu dan ba ddm 6 lam than. . .

Su di xudng ctia phong tuc do nhiéu nguyén nhan, nhung mot trong nhirng nguyén nhan quan trong la do
vua chua quan lai khong lam guong tt cho dan. Chinh vua chta quan lai cung ho hang ngoai thich
ngang nhién bién do1 cho 1éch lac nhitng nén nep t6t dep c6 sin tir bao doi. Tur nép an, nép mic dén
cach cu xir, giao té 18 d6... déu bi bop méo mdi ngay mot khac. “Néu c6 ngudi khong chiu thay doi,
thi lai huia nhau ché cuoi, thim chi mudn him hai va x6 d6 di”” (Phong tuc).

Do nén tang xa hoi b1 bang hoai nén quan hé gitra con nguo1 cling suy doi: ké dudi xem thuong ngudi
trén, ké vo lai lay v, 1ay luon ca con gai cua vo (T¢ tuc)...

Tuy nhién, ndi dang cay, bat min voi canh doi day nhleu nhuong 1irc bay 210 cling khong 1am Pham
Pinh H6 quén di niém tha vi cta 151 tréng hoa, cach udng ché nha nghé, hay sy thudng thirc van hoc
nghé thuat qua nhitng budi binh vin tho trong nha giam. .. Nhitng doan miéu ta ti mi, tha vi iy gay cho
ngudi doc mdt cam giac thich thi vé nhitng kiéu cach sinh hoat mang dam tinh vin hoa ctia ngudi xua.
Tac gia khong chi dua chiing ta dén nhirng canh dep thi€n nhién, thuong 1am nhitng danh thing ctia dat
nudc, ma con cho blet ngon nguon lich str cia nhitng noi ay. Mdi nét but ghi lai thang canh hay nét
dic thi ciia mot s6 dia phuong déu thim dugm long tu hao dan toc, tu hao vé mot dat nude ngan nam
van hién, trudc nhitng con ngudi tai gidi duge hun dbc tir tinh hoa ctia t6 quoc. Ong tr hao dit dat
nude minh ngang tam véi nudc 16n Trung Hoa voi niém ty hao cta ngudi con nude Viét.

Nhin chung, qua Vil trung tiy but, nguoi doc nhat 13 nhitng ai mudn nghién ctru vin héa, vian hoc, lich
su, dia 1y, phong tuc Viét Nam giai doan cudi doi L€ s€ thu thap duoc nhitng diéu bo ich va tha vi,



ddc bigt nhirg diéu ma trong lich sir khong thay ghi chép, s& gy cho nguoi doc sw ngac nhién, thich
tha. Vi trung tuy bt mang mot van phong sinh dong, r6 rang, tu nhién, chi tiét ti mi, cu thé tao thanh
mot 16i van nhu 16i ghi chép nhat ky hay so tay, ¢6 strc hap dan nhat dinh khé quén.

Lan dau tién, Vil trung tiy but duoc Nguyén Hiru Tién dich ra tiéng Viét. Cho dén nay, ban dich nay
dugc xem 13 tot nhat. Nguyén Hiru Tién biét hiéu Dbong Chau, mot hoc gia nghién ctru lich sir va van
hoc dan tdc c6 uy tin. Ban dich ndy da dugc dang trén tap chi Nam Phong s6 121 thang 9 nim 1927.
Sau d6, Vi trung tiy bat dudc nha xuat ban Van hoc — Ha Noi tai ban hai 1an nira (1an thtr nht, nim
1960, Hoang Hiru Yén gi6i thiéu, lan thtr hai, nim 1972, Truong Chinh gidi thi¢u va chu thich). Trong
lan hi¢u dinh ban dich nay, ching t61 dung Vu trung tiry but ban chir Han do Phap qudc Vién dong Hoc
vién xuét ban, Dai loan hoc sinh thu cuc an hanh. Trong do, Vu trung tuy but 1a tap hai, sach thir nam
trong hang loat tac pham chit Han ctia Viét Nam duoc 4n hanh vé6i tua dé Viét Nam Han van tiéu
thuyét ting san do Tran Khanh Hao, Trinh A Tai, Tran Nghia chu bién. Nha xuit ban chon ba ban sau
dang tin cAy nhat duoc cat giit tai Viét nghién ctiru Han Nom (Ha Noi). Trong d6, c6 hai ban ky hiéu
A1297, A2312 duoc sao chép tir thoi Ty e, viét theo 16i chir thao. Ban A2312 chi con 15 tiéu
muc, nén chi dé tham khao. So véi hai ban kia, ban VHV1466 déy dt hon, dugc dung 1am ban chinh
cua tap sach nay. Ban nay dugc mo ta nhu sau:

O giira trang bia ctia ban nay c6 dé chit Vil trung tiiy but quyén thuong”, chung quanh bia c6 dong
khung; tiép phia dudi bén trai c6 ghi “Tran Luu Thién phung sao”; phia trén bén phai dé “Hoang triéu
Béo Dai tan ty quy dong (nam 1941)”. Trang dau ghi “Vii trung tury but quyén thuong, Hai Duong,
Pan Loan, Pham Tung Nién”. Quyén nay khong co bai tya. Phan chinh vin khoang nira sach c6 tim
hang, mdi hang tir 26 chit dén 30 chir kho6gn déu nhau. O trén 1a thir ty tén sach, & giira 1a tiéu dé “Co
su danh”, bén dudi ghi sé trang. Sach ndy chia ra hai quyén thuong va ha, khong c6 muc lyc.

Dua vao nhirng dac diém trén, chung to1 tam go1 1a ban géc.

So ban dich cua Nguyén Hitu Tién véi ban géc, chung t61 nhan théy cO, mot vai tén nguoi, teén dat doc
theo Am thuan Viét hay nhirng cau tho chit Ném khong dugc viét chinh xac trong ban gdc. Vi du trong
Tu thuat, ban dich ghi rd: “Lic bay gio, dang tién dai phu ta 1am Hién sat tinh Nam m&i vé” (trang
17). Ban gdc 1a (...) (Tién dai phu tong Nam tinh hdi = Cha ta tir tinh Nam mgi vé) (trang 9). O doan
khac ban dich ghi: “Phia tiy xi nuéc 1a nha khach nim gian (trang 19), ban goc 14 (...) (Tay Thira
tiép luu = tiy Thira tiép x6i nudc) (trang 10). Trong Pham Tran, Do  Ubng, ban dich ghi: “Luc dén cau
Pha Céc co thi nhau lam tho “Co lan ban hang cau Cbc”, con ban gbc chi 1a (...) (Chi Phu Céc kiéu
d6 thi = dén cau Phu Cdc 1am bai tho) (trang 93). Trong Xét vé dia mach va nhan vat, ban dich ghi 1a
To H1en Thanh (trang 47), con ban gbc 14 T6 Trung Hién (trang 26)... Con cé trudng hop nhu trong
ban gdc, tén dat, tén chirc quan, tén ngudi doc theo Am Han Viét khong duoc viét nhu tén riéng. Vi du
trong Ban vé 4m nhac, ban dich ghi “Pén cudi doi Téng, Nguy ro Thi Khuwong 14n dat Trung Nguyén,
thanh &m cua Trung Hoa chi con ¢ phia Giang Ta (trang 53), nhung chir Giang Ta trong ban goc chi in
thuong (trang 30). Cling glong nhu vay, trong ban dich ghi sach Nhac chi, Nhac thu (trang 55), nhung
trong ban goc kho6gn viét thanh tén sach, chi viét thuong (trang 30). Trong Hon 18, ban dich ghi: “Pén
khi xem t& chiéu nam Minh Pire nha Mac, méi biét trude 1a chir “lan nhai”, sau ding 1am thanh “lan
giai” (trang 67), ban gbc ghi 1a (...) (Thay tri lan hoan cyu vi lan nhai = méi biét lan hoan trude 14
lan nhai) (trang 39). Vv... Cé biét c¢6 nhirng nim, thang, nha xuat ban ghi khac véi ban dich. Vi du
ndm sinh ctia Pham Dinh H6 1a 1768, con ban géc lai ghi nam 1766. Sau khi tham khao va tra ctru lai,



chung t61 theo ban dich.

So v6i ban gbc, ban dich ctia Nguyén Hitu Tién ciing c6 vai chd thiéu va khong chinh xac, thuong 1a
nhirng doan miéu ta, vi tri va dia danh. Vi du trong Canh chiia Son Ty, ban gdc ghi (...) (Tién dudng
ta hitu phung Chién Pan Phat = phia trai va phai gian tién duong c6 tho Phat Chién Pan), nhung trong
ban dich khong c6 danh hiéu Phat Chién Pan (trang 26). Déi khi c6 chd phién 4m khong dung. Trong
Thay d6i dia danh, ban goc viét1a (...) (Luong Giang cai vi Poan Nguyén = Liwong Giang doi thanh
Doan Nguyén) (trang) Con ban dich la “Luong Giang d6i thanh Thuy Nguyén) (trang 31). Trong Loi
chir viét, ban gdc viét (...) (Tha phap Tong nhan, thuyét cu An Nam ky luoc = Theo 16i viét ctia ngudi
Téng nhu da nodi trong saich An Nam ky lugc) (trang 20). Conbandich la: “... ¢ trong sach An Nam
kip lugce” (trang 39). Trong Thay d6i dia danh, ban gbc viét (.. y (Nhat mmh Xung: “Dong ngach
phuong, Dién Hyu ty chung, Dién Hyu nhi nién cha, tin hoan Tong Tréan thi kim nhat lugng” = Bai
minh viét: “Chuong chua Dién Hyu ¢ phuong Déng Ngach dugc viét vao nam thir hai, ngudi tin do
1an quan tén Tong Tran ciing mot lang vang”) (trang 15). Con ban dich 1a “Déng Ngac phuong, Dién
Hb tur chung, Dién Huu nhi nién chd, tin hoan Tén Tran thi kim nhat lang” (trang 29). C6 doan dich
con thiéu sot. Trong Cach udng ché, ban goc 1a (...) (Pia san 18 chi, Phu Lau thén, Quach Lam khé
pha xung u thang = Tho san c6 qua vai ¢ ngdi Lam Khé, thon Phi Lau, noi duoc xem 1a tinh mich, dep
d8) (trang 23). Con ban dich 1a: “Tho san c6 thir vai qua, rau dua lang xom rimng khe, cling nhiéu chd
tinh mich, dep d&” (trang 44). Co chd thiéu hin mot doan dai. Trong Diém quai go, ban dich thiéu ca
mot doan dau (...) (Tay nhan Nham tuat Xuan An son thach than, hiru hoang nguu san nam ti, s6 nhat
bao truéng nhu thap nhi, tam tué nhi, ham ha xuat ti, thuc boi thudng nhan, duy bat nang ngdn hanh nhi.
Hodc khung ky vi yeu, mat sat nhi & é chi. Tat dich dai tac, tai nguy€t du, ap nhan tir gia s6 bach. Hiru
ctr ho chdm tich nhi dong tan gia, nhan da vién thoan nhi ty chi van = Nim Nham Tuat, phia tiy nai
than d4 Xuan An c6 mot con bo sinh ra mdt dira con trai, chi méi vai ngay ma lén bz:ing tré 12, 13
tudi, lai ¢6 rau. Co nguoi s¢ cho do 1a yéu quai, 1én giét 161 chon di. Sau bénh dich tran lan, chi méi
hon mot thang ma dan ép ay chét ca tram nguoi. Nguoi bénh ngdn ngang ngoai dudng chd chét. Nhiéu
nguoi phai doi di xa dé tranh dich bénh) (ban goc trang 61, ban dich trang 100). Nhitng chd thiéu sét
nay ching to1 da bd xung lai cho ddy du duwa theo ban gbc, ngoai ra con giai thich, cha thich thém mot
sb tir cho d& hiéu, tién viéc st dung va tra ctru.

DAM ANH LOAN

(1) C6 nguoi cho rang 6ng chinh 1a Chiéu HO, ngudi xudng hoa vin tho voi nit st H6 Xuin Huong,
Van dé nay chua dugc minh xac.

(2) Truong Chinh chu thich 1a Hai Hung.
(3) Can clr vao bai Chuyén cii trong pha chiia va My nim duoc mua thi nha 6ng & phuong Ha Khau.

Nhung trong bai "Hanh tai dién (iéi" trong Chau Phong tap thao cua chinh tic gia lai né1 & phuong
Thai Cyc. (Tap chi Han Nom, s6 4. 1996)



TU THUAT

Ta sinh nam Mau Ty (1768) ni€n hiéu Canh Hung, Luc bay gio tién dai phu ta 1a Hién sat tinh Ha
Nam méi vé. Ba tién cung nhan (1) hoai thai ta, van an uong di lai nhu thuong, dén bay tim thang
chua biét 13 ¢6 thai. Nam ta 1én sau tu01 dang tién dai phu ta méi thing 1am Tudn pht Son L tay, bong
10¢c dé du du, song nhirng cach choi a ay, da, hoa, chim ta khong dé bung ham mé. Ba bao miu ho Hoang
thuong hot ta: “Vé sau ¢6 mudn lam gi khong?” ta noi: “Lam ngudi con trai phai 1ap than hanh dao, d6
13 phan su r6i, khong phai néi nita. Sau ndy trudng thanh ma duoc 14y vin tho ndi tiéng & doi dé cho
ngudi ta biét 13 con chau nha no nha kia, chi t6i chi mudn nhur thé thoi”. Ba bao mau nghe ta noi thé,
lai mach cho déng Tién dai phu va ba cung nhan ta biét, cac vi déu ban khen ca. Thim thoét hon hai
muoi ndm troi ma 101 day bao clia cha me van ving vang bén tai. Nay dén budc dudng cing 14n dan,
con biét doi gao vi ai (2) chi than tho cung troi xanh, chir biét giri 1ong minh vao dau!

Pang tién dai phu ta trai qua Hién sat Nam Dinh, Tuin pha Son tay, trong trap van thuong c6 cai mil
v6i cai khin, ta thuong lac dua bdn ctr hay 14y ra d6i, ma thich nht 13 cai mil trdi quan (3). Dau cAm
khong cho choi nghich ciing khong thé dugc. Co ngudi dem nhitng sach truyén Nom va nhitng trd choi
thanh séc, nghé cO bac, ruré choi dua, thi ta bit tai lai khong mubn nghe. Ta da hoc v& duogc it kinh
sir, thé ma chit Nom ta khong biét hét, cau ca, ban dan thoang qua ngoai tai roi lai 1o mo khong hiéu gi
ca. Nam Giap Thin (1784) (4) ta mic bénh ¢ nguy co dén tinh ménh; khoi ddy, anh trudng ta méi day
ta danh co tuéng, ta hoc danh vai nim, nhung hé danh véi ai 1a thua. Nam ngoai hai muoi tuoi, cung
vGi cac bé ban choi cd, lac bay gid mdi hiéu duoc cai thé cong thu trong cude co, nhung lai khong
mudn dé tri vao nita. Con nhu nhitng trd choi co bac, phan than (5) thi ta von khong thich, d6i luc dua,
thir tap choi, nhung it 1au ciing chang hiéu cai thuit né ra nhu thé nao. D6 ciing bdi tu chit minh, troi
cho cling c6 phan mo t61, khong thé cudng ma hoc duoc cac nghé choi. C6 diéu, sau khi luu lac r6i,
lai mdc phai cai bénh nghién ché Tau. Khay chén thiéu thon, tlen khong du mua cheé, ma van nghién.
Nghién qua, cac thir che ting quyé thom tho, thir ndo ciing mudn mua ném qua ca. Pa nhiéu 1an muén
chira cho han ma khéng chira dugc. Con nhd khi ba cung nhan ta hay con, nguoi thuong lay nhirng
diéu co bac ché rugu lam ran, ma nay ta da ngoai ba muoi tu01 bon déu ran Ay (6) da pham mét ba.
Pém thanh ving, suy xét, hdi han vo ching. ta van mong cb gang sira doi, dé khoi phu 16 tién hudn.

Ta khi méi 1én chin tudi, da hoc sach han thu, dugc bén nim thi déng tién dai phu ta mat. Trong may
nam cu tang, géi d4t nam rom, hoc hanh budi duc budi cai, dén khi min tang o1 mai thoi khong hoc
sir nita ma hoc dén kinh. Cac sach ¢, tho ¢o, ta thuong ham xem 1am, khong luc nao roi tay. Nam
Nhiam Dan (1792), anh truéng ta ra di dua doi ¢ chén kinh d6 (Thing Long), anh hai ta ra tro ¢ dat Ha
Hong (Ninh Giang), chi ¢6 ta & lai nha dé hau ha. Ba cung nhan ta thi ¢ trong noi tAm (7), mot minh ta
¢ ngoai trung du’orng (8), nganh mit vé hudéng tay, vbn 13 chinh tim (8) cua dang tién dai phuta ¢
trudce. Phia tay x61 nudce (9) la nha khach nam gian, trudc mat trong xudng cai ao vudng. Trong ao tha
hong lién va bach lién, chung quanh bd trong thanh 1iéu va cam quit. Cach nha khach nim sau budc,
lai chan ngang mot dang rao triic, tir phia nam nha trung duong dén bo ao phia tay; phia bac thi dung
mot cai binh phong che khuat di. Phia dong ao giap san nha khach, c6 trong nim ba cdy hoa nhai, hoa
hong, hoa ngau, hoa mau don. Trong xa ra ngoai canh dong, cach hang rao tre, thép thodng mdt cai
quan tro troi. M01 14n dn com sang xong, ta ra nha khach, trong do chong chit miy gia sach, tiy y
muon xem quyen ndo thi xem. Mit troi di xé, tré muc dong dudi trau vé qua rao, vira di vira hat, co
dura thi cudn 14 1am kén ma thdi ti toe, ta dang ngil ngy, suc tinh ddy, nghe tiéng hat xa, chang khac gi



tiéng ca thuyén chai 4nh ¢ 01 0 dau bén Nhuoc Gia (10). T6i dén, e mat trang mo1 moc, di tan bo
quanh bo ao, ngdm nga may cau DPuong thi cling tha, hodc tya gbc dira, canh hoa phit pho trudc mat,
ngodi beé bong tude 1a thir choi. Khi 1an than tré vé nha khach thi bong nguyét huong hoa van con phang
phat trén an thu, trang ky. Ta thire dén ga gay m6i di ngi. Cudi mua déng nam ay, anh thr ta tir phuwong
xa tré vé, lai clng ta som toi dugc non mot ndm nita. Nay anh hai ta dé mat roi, canh gia dinh thi tiéu
diéu, ta thi luu lac giang hd, doai nhin non séng md mit, khon cam giot 1& (11).

(1) Pai phu 13 cha, cung nhan 1 me. Thém chit “tién” dé chi ngudi da qua cb.

(2) Theo sach Gia ngir cua Khong Tir, ngdy xua 6ng Tir Lo thuat cudce doi minh cho Khong Tt nghe,
cO noi: “Ngay ngay to1 phai di ra ngoai tram dam do1 gao vé nuéi me...” Y ndi: phung tho.

(3) Trai quan la thir mi cua nguoi chap hanh phap 1énh d6i; & ddy 1a mii cta than sinh tac gia khi gitr
chirc Hién sat.

(4) Nam ndy, Pham Dinh H6 16 tudi.
(5) Mot 16i danh bac cua ngudi Trung Qudc, giéng nhur 16i danh 1a cia ta.

(6) Nguoi ta thuong ran bbn diéu (tr gio1): tiru (ruou), sdc (gai), yén (thuoc phién), d6 (danh bac)
chir khong ai cAm udng ché tiu hodc cAm danh co. tac gia d3 pham ba diéu 1 udng ruou, udng ché va
danh ¢, chi khong danh bac.

(7) Noi tam: 16p nha trong.

(8) Trung duong: 16p nha gitra.

(9) X6i nude: mang nude gitra hai mai nha.

(10) Nhugc Gia la n mdt cai ngoi ¢ phia nam thanh Thi¢u Hung, tinh Chiét Giang, Trung Qudc, céc
bai tho c6 déu hay nhac dén. O day tac gia nhd dén cau tho cua Ly Bach trong bai Thai lién khuc

(Khac hat hai sen): Nhuge Gia khé bang thai lién nit (Co c6 con gai hai sen bén ngdi Nhuge Gia).

(11) Nhirng cau noi nay chirng to Vu trung tuy but dugc viét sau khi nha L& mét va TAy Son 1én cdm
quyén, Pham Dinh H6 di day hoc & cac viung nong thon.



CHUYEN CU TRONG PHU CHUA TRINH

Khoang nam Giap Ngo, At Mui (1774 — 1775) trong nudc v6 sy, Thinh Vuong (Trinh Sam) (1) thich
choi dén dudc, thuong ngu & cac ly cung bén Tay hd, nti Ttr Tram, nai Diing Thuy. Viéc xay dung
dinh dai cr lién mién. Mdi thang ba bdn 1an, Vuong ra cung Thuy Lién bén bd Tay ho, binh linh dan
hau vong quanh bon mit hd, cic ndi than thi déu bit khin, mic 4o dan ba, bay bach héa chung quanh
b ho de ban.

Thuyén ngu di dén dau thi cdc quan ho tung dai than tily  ghé vao bd mua ban céc thr nhu & ctra hang
trong chg. Ciing ¢6 lic cho bon nhac cong ngdi trén gac chuéng chiia Tran Qudc, hay dudi bong cay
bén d4 nao d6, hoa vai khic nhac.

Buoi 4y, bao nhiéu loai tran cam di thd, o mdc quai thach, chau hoa céy canh ¢ chén dan gian, chia
déu suc thu lay, khong thiéu mot thir gi. Co khi lay ca cay da to, canh la ruomra, tir bén bac cho qua
song dem ve. N6 giong nhu mot cay co thy moc trén dau non hdc da, ré dai dén vai truong, phai mot
co binh méi khiéng nd, lai bon nguoi di kem, cam guom danh thanh la doc thuc quan linh khiéng cho
déu tay. Trong phu, tity chd, dlem Xuyen bay v€ ra hinh nii non bo trong g10ng nhu bén bé dau non.
Mbi dém khi dém thanh canh vang, tiéng chim kéu vuron hot vang khip bon bé, hodc nira dém 6n a0
nhu trin mua sa gio tap, vo tO tan dan, ké thirc gia biét d6 1a triéu bat tudng. Bon hoan quan cung
giam lai thuong nho gié bé ming, ra ngoai doa dim. Ho do xem nha nao cé chau hoa ciy canh, chim
tot, khudu hay, thi bién ngay hai chir “phung thu” (2). Dém dén, cac cau tréo qua twong thanh len ra,
sai tay chan dem linh t6i lay phang di r6i budc cho t6i dem dau vat cung phung dé doa lay tién. Hon
d4 hodc cay cdi gi 16n qua, tham chi pha nha huy trong dé dem ra. Cac nha giau bi ho vu cho 1a glau
vét cung phung, thudng bo cua ra kéu van chi chét, c¢6 khi phai dap ndi non b hodc pha cay canh dé
tranh khoi tai va. Nha ta & phuong Ha Khau (3), huyén Tho Xuong, trudc nha tién dudng cling trong
hai cay lyu tring, luu do, lc ra qua trong rat dep, ba cung nhan ta sai chit di cling vi cé ay.

(1) Con goi 13 Tinh d6 vuong, 1am Chua tir ndm 1767 dén nim 1782 doi Canh Hung, Lé Hién Tong.
(2) Phung Thu ttec 1a 14y dé dang chua.

(3) Phuong Ha Khau 1a khu Hang Buom, Ha Noi bay gio.



LUC HAI (*)

Kinh thanh Thang Long chia ra 36 phuong, mdi phuong dit mot nguo1 phuong truong. Lai dat ra phu
Phung Thién c6 quan Phii dodn, quan Thleu dodn kiém coi ca viéc tudn phii va viéc liém sat, déc xuat
hai huyén Tho Xuong va Quang Bic, mdi huyén c6 quan Huyén Uy cai tri. Toan thanh thi cir mot quan
trong than sung chirc Dé linh t&r thinh quan vu, phan ra chanh pho hai dinh, chuyén coi viéc cdm
phong, xét hoi. Song dat kinh thanh dong duc, nha ctra ¢ lién nhau, thuong c6 hoa hoan, lai nhleu
nhirng ke day t& nha quan, du dang c0 bac, gy chuyén danh nhau, cung la nhirng ke v6 lai trom cap,
nhiéu 1am khong thé ké xiét duoc, chang khac gi luc hai khi xua.

Poi Trinh An Vuong (1), Nguyén Cong Hang 1am thuong thu cAm quyén chinh, mdi chia hai huyén ra
1am tdm khu, mdi khu dat mot nguoi truong khu va mot nguoi pho khu; lai chia ra nam nha 1a mot ti,
hai ti 12 mot I, moi lu cling c6 mot lu truong, bbn lu 1a mot doan, mot doan dat mot quan giam, hai
quan diém, dudi quyén nguoi khu tru’O'ng va truc thudc quan Dé linh. Do 13 phong cai ¥ ¢ nhan bao
trg phl tri 13n nhau. Pham nhirng viéc phong hoa phong trom, va nhét thiét nhitng viéc giao dich thué
ma déu ty trach cho khu trudng, doan trudng ca. Boi vay, nhitng con nha quan coi thudng, khéng thém
1am, chi dé nhirng con d6 trong cac xém chg 1am. Bon ching cting nhitng ké ti thudc quan Dé linh
théng nhau 1am can, rat nhiéu cho dan pho.

Oi! Sinh nhat sir bat nhu trir nhat hai, (thém ra mot viéc khong bang bot di mot tai hai) 101 néi Ay rat
ding.

Theo 1é cil, chdn kinh thanh khong phai chiu thué dung, thue di€u (2), chi tinh tirmg day nha, khong cu
nha quan hay nha din, hang nim mdi nha phai chiu mot sut di stra sang dip lai nén cam co twdng, don
c6 chung quanh cung dinh, cung tmg cac viéc kién triic. Ho phai thay phién nhau sim du gidy don, ciu
liém, thang tre, bo dudc, thing ganh nude dé theo quan quan D& linh di tic truc cac noi diém canh,
phong khi sai khién; cong viéc rat 1a phién nhidu. Song tom lai 13 khong tién khéng xong, chi lam ning
tai ké gian gido. Tuy bao: “bdi dap gdc ré, ngin chin ngon canh”, tirc 1a “phong gian gitr dan”, nhung
cling khong phai 13 bién phap tot ctia doi thai binh.

(*) Luc hai nghia 1a bién can, noi luc dja c6 du cac san vat vi nhu bién ca khong thiéu thirc gi: sach
Han thu goi 1a lyc hai cua thién ha; & day y noi kinh thanh.

(1) An d6 vuong, Trinh Cuong (1709 — 1729) 1a Chiia do1 Vinh Thich, Lé Du Tong.

(2) Dung la thué lyc dich, tirc nhu thué swu. Diéu 1a thué ho, tire nhu thué vai lua.



TA CHI HAU

Quan trung qui Ta Chi Hau 1a ké noi thi doi chaa Trinh Thuan Vuong (Trinh Khuong) (1). Khi Trinh
An Vuong (Trinh Doanh) ra dep nan (2), may cho Hau dugc thoat khong phai tdi chét. Vé sau, dang
cam (3) da bo di roi, Hau moi mang nhiing tai nghé di lai cac nha quan than. Trang mao Hau hing i,
phang phat giong nhu vi quoc 130 Viép Nghia cong (4), song co cai tinh dién, thwong danh chén vao 1a
churi mang vung ca 1én, nhung chi bo ra mot it tién 12 Hau lai cudi sang sdc ma ndi dua bon. Hau lai
hiéu thuat bop gan xuong, biét nghé hat xudng 14t vit, tinh ca nghé xem tudng. Nghé v& truyén than,
Hau lai cang khéo 1dm. Hai btrc chan dung ctia hai ba Thai phi Nhu Kinh va Mi Thit déu do tay Hau
V€ ca.

Hau thuong dén choi nha ta, mot hom gip trong nha hop dong du, ba cung nhan ta moi tro chi gia
truong ta ma hoi. Hau dap: “Ngum dan ba c6 dugc dé tang khoc chdng méi hét bon phan”. Lai tro
vao ta ma hoi, thi Hau dap: “Anh 4 ay cur ch1 than tinh, giong hét nhu T6n phu nhan, chung do muot hai
tu01 thi so khong khoi bong cha khuat nu1 . Hoi dén su cung dat cua ta thi Hau dap: “Anh 4 ay ngay sau
tit hién dat nhung khac han moi ngudi”. Puong lic y, ta cling nira ngd nira tin, nhung ching dé bung
lam gia. Pén nam Canh Hung, Mau Tuét (1778), chi dau ta mat, lai hon mot nim sau, déng ti€n dai
phu ta ta thé, bay nim nita thi gip hoi qudc bién (5), cir nghiém 101 néi ctia Hau thi cling ¢6 chd dung,
Con nhu ta, ltc trang nién da goa vo, di phiéu bat tha huong, ké tinh dau néng ndi khong thé nio xiét.
Xem thé thi 101 thay tudng ciing khong thé tin hét.

T4 Chi Hau tirng v& birc truyén than cho déng tién dai phu ta, hdi nim muoi tudi. Pang tién dai phu ta
c6 dé bai tho ngil ngdn vao birc chan dung ay, mdi ltc ta ngirng 1én nhin tudng nhu trong thay that. Khi
chua Trinh dem quan vao Nam, ta con nhd 6ng Phan Trong Phién (6) 1a chirc quan Pai hoc si ma phai
di theo lam tan 1y quan vu. Mot hom, Hau dem bure tranh hanh lac ctia Phan cong cho dang tién dai

phu ta xem ma noi: “Tién sinh ¢6 nhd nguoi hoc tro nay khong? Nay ngudi ay sap tro ve day”. Noi
chua dugc bao 14u, qua nhién Phan cong tro vé 1am chire Thiém d6 dai that.

(1) Te Uy Nam Vuong Trinh Giang (1729 — 1749 1am chua doi Lé ¢é Duy Phuong, L8 Y Tong.
(2) Noi bién trong ho Trinh, Trinh Doanh 1€n thay, 1am chaa ttr nam 1740 dén 1767.

(3) Pang cam trc 12 viéc bat bé ngudi phe dang doi 1ap voi minh.

(4) Viép Nghia cong tirc Hoang Ngii Phuc, doi Canh Hung, Lé Hién Tong (1740 — 1786).

(5) Chi viéc Nguyén Hué ra Bac Ha (1786) doi Canh Hung thtr 47.

(6) Ttrc Phan Lé Phién (1734 — 1809) db tién sT ndm 1757, 1am quan dén chtrc Binh bo thuong thu.



CANH CHUA SON TAY

Khi tién dai phu ta 1am quan Tuan pht tinh Son Tay, ta c6 theo 1én choi chén tinh ly. Mot hom, ta vao
choi chiia Ngoa Phat. Chila ¢ trong mot hdc da, trude nha tién dudng, bén ta bén hiru, c6 gian tho' Phat
Chién Pan va hai vi Long than (1), gian giita treo mot birc manh rii xuéng tan mat; lai xay mot toa sen
cao dén vai trung. Hoa tam la mot hon da dai hon mdt trugng, trong 1om chom, ky quéc hét strc, nhin
ky phang phat nhu hinh nguoi nam ngura, khong biét tur dau dem lai. Co nguot bao trude 1a mot hon da
& ctra cong bén duong, ai gidm vao thi 6m dau, ai can nguyén thi tng nghiém, méi dem dén noi nay
lam chua 1€n tho.

Ta lai thuong di choi chua Vién Son. Vién Son cach xa tinh ly 1 mot cai ddi cao tro troi, khong c6
cay co tap nhap, trén dinh dung mot ngoi chua vai muoi gian. Tuong truyén chd ay 1a mot kiéu dat
16n, tréo 1én ma nhin ra bn bén thi lang mac xa gin trong nhu tranh v&. Song Hat Giang vong quanh
tlr phia dong nhu mot giai lya trang, lai vong tir phia bac sang tay (2) ra phia dong, nudc chay uon €o
quanh co. Lac dac giéng nhu 14 tre diém xuyet trén tim lya, ay 13 nhirng chiéc thuyén di trén mat song;
lai trong thay 16 mo nhu qua dua, qua mudm di dong trén bi cat, ay 1a nhitng bong nguoi di lai va tré
chan trau.

Pén nay, thim thoat hon ba muoi nim, phong canh nwdc non van con nhu phang phit & trudc mit.
(1) Poan nay khong thay ghi 16 trong ban dich.

(2) Theo ban gdc.



THAY POI PIA DANH

Phu Phung Thién ¢6 hai huyén, thud xua 1a Qudc Oai trung 16. Cac huyén trong phu Quéc Oai 1a
thuong 19, con Thanh Tri, Thugng Phuc, Thanh Oai 1a ha 16, di Ly doi Tran déu tom goi 1a Uy 19.
Huyén Tho Xuong khi trude 1a huyén Vinh Xuwong, huyén Thanh Oai khi trude 1a Thanh Oai (1),
huyén Thanh Tri trudc kia 1a Thanh Pam (2); chir Thanh vi ty hity chia Trinh Thanh virong (3) nén
mGi phai bot nét doi 1a thanh; chir dam vi ty hay voi vua Thé Ton (4) nén doi ra chit tri. Con nhu
trung 10 sau doi 1a Phung Thién ha 19, Thanh Oai sau thudc vé phu Ung Thién, Thanh Tri; Thugng
Phiic sau doi 14 pha Thudng Chau; Vinh Xuong sau ddi thanh huyén Tho Xwong. Nhiing cai cach iy
trong qudc str déu bo qua khong chép. Tir doi Lé trung hung tré vé sau déu nhu thé ca. Song Nhué
Giang phat nguyén tir lang Tay Pam, huyén Tt Li€ém, qua huyén Thanh Oai, Thanh Tri, phia nam hop
luu véi song To Lich; nhitng doan bo khoang gitra, nhiéu chd nhon hodt nhu mé hac, nén méi dit tén
cai lang & bo song ay 1a xa Nhué Giang. Nhan thé cling goi tén song 1a Nhué Giang. Lai con c6 tén
nita 1a Thanh Oai Giang, nén quanh viing song ay goi 1a Uy Lo; Thanh Oai huyén, ta hitu thwong ha
Thanh Oai xd, cting déu bai thé ca. Lai nhu kinh thanh khi xua c6 phudng Giang Khau, sau doi thanh
Ha Khau (5) tiép giap bo song Nhi, lién voi cai ngodi song Nhi chay vao song TO, hang ndm, bo' song
bi nuée x6i, khong thé gitr cho khoi 16 duge. Poi Lé trung hung méi dac subt doc bén phuong Ha
Khau, d@é cho Hoa kiéu tri ngu. Cac hiéu khach lién lam don xin tai da lam mo han chin phia thuong
luu, tir by gid mGi bét nan nudce xo6i 10. Ven song, vé phia nam, dan dan ndi bai phu sa, ngudi dén ty
hop dong duc. Boi thé, nhitng phuong Thai Cuc, Pong Ha, Pong Céc (6), nha & hai diy phd xen lién
mai cho dén van Hang Mam, van Hang Bé, bén Tay Long, déu tr¢ thanh phd phudng d6 hoi ca.

Qué ta khi xua 1a Hong Lo (nay 1a phu Binh Giang), sau d6i 1a Hong Chau, lai phan ra 1am hai pha
Thuong Hong (Binh Giang), Ha Hong (Ninh Giang). Huyén ta lang Bui Xa c6 6ng Giam sinh tén la
Nguyén Luat; khi nho ra choi dua ¢ lang ay, ta thay c6 mot cai 10 dat nung kiéu Trung Hoa, dudi day
16 ¢6 thdy ghi may chir: “Nhan Hong phi, Pudong An huyén, Bui X4 xa, Nguyén md cong duc”, khong
biét cai 10 Ay 1a tu doi ndo. Huyén ta v6i huyén Puong Hao khi xwa hop lai lam huyén Puong An. Ta
thuong hoi cu Pham Quy Thich (7) vé thoi dai thay d6i, cu ciing khong duoc tudng lam. Con nhu lang
Hoa Dudng (8) nguyén trude 1a Bong thon thude vé xa Ngoc Cuc, sau Lé trung hung méi phan ra 1am
X4 riéng. Xem trong “Dang khoa luc” ghi chép quan chi (9) cac déng tién hién thi kha biét rd.

Lang Nhi Khé, huyén Thugng Phiic nguyén trudc 1a xa Ngoc Oi, sau d6i 13 xa Nhj Khé, theo biét hiéu
ctia mot vi huong hién 1a cu Nguyén Phi Khanh. Cy Phong sinh ra 6ng Nguyén Truc (10) nguoi huyén
Thanh Oai, 13 buc an dat khong ra 1am quan, biét hi¢u cu la B6i Khé, nén lang cu ciing theo biét hi¢u
cuma goi la xa B6i Khé.

Khoang ndm Trung hung, lang Pong Ngac huyén Tir Liém c6 dao duogc cai chuéng cd & chua Dién
Khanh. Mit chuéng c6 bai minh: “Pdng Ngach phuong, Dién Huu (11) tu chung, Dién Hyu nhi nién
chi, tin hoan Tdng Tran (12) thi kim nhat lang” (13). Chit rat c6; hoi thi cac bo 140 ndi rang phudng
Péng Ngach xua 1 dat lang Thuy Huong (Chém) sau mdi tich ra lang Pong Ngac. Con nhur chia
Dién Hyu ma d6i 1am chua Dién Khénh 1a dé tranh pham hay. Cubi doi Lé, cu Phan Trong Phién c6
soan bai khoan vian vé viéc trung tu: “Chung minh Dién Huu chi nién, ting mau truedng thu chi am”
(14) ciing 13 tr& vé cai bai minh chia Dién Huu 13 Pong Ngac vay.



Huyén Gia’Phﬁc c6 bon xa: Pd Tung, Doélr} Tung, Pao Tﬁng, Pham Tung. Cu DS Ubng co6 lam bai ky
cau Phu Coc (15) goi la Tt Tung, tirc 1a bon xa trén. Sau dé tranh tén huy Triét Vuong (16), nén doi
la Tu Kha.

Trin An Bang vi tranh tén hiy vua Anh Tong (17) nén d6i 1a An Quang. Huyén Tan An, Duy Tan, T4n
Phc vi tranh tén hity vua Kinh Tong (18) nén dbi chir Tan ra chit Tién. Pao Tuyén Quang ¢ vao doi
vua Tuong Duc dé (19) goi 1a Minh Quang, nay méi goi 1a Tuyén Quang, hodc bao 13 vi tranh nién
hi¢u Minh Btre (20) nha Mac moi goi la Tuyén Quang. Song tir doi Lé Thai Té, trong sach Thuc Luc
da goi 1a Tuyén Quang roi, nhu vay khong phai mai doi tir doi Mac. Gia Hung, Quy Hoa, hai 16 hop
lai 1am mét, goi 13 Hung Hoa thira tuyén, chép rd & trong sach Phong tuc tong luc. Thanh Hoa & dau
ddi Lé goi 13 Thanh Hoa, dén doi trung hung ciing goi 13 Thanh Hoa.

Vong Giang vé doi Tran 13 mot tran, khi thudc doi Minh thi 1a mot phu. Tam Giang d6i 1a Tam bap,
déu khong biét ddi ty ndm nao. Cu Lé Quy DPon (21) ¢ huyén Thién Ha la bac hoc thong minh rong rai,
1am l4nh tu trong nho 14m, khi sang st Trung Hoa, c¢6 vao yét kién quan Dé hoc tinh Quang Tay 1a Chu
Boi Lién. Ong ta hoi ¢6 chuyén Chiéu Ling & bén nudc Nam nay thudc vé tinh, dao ndo. Cu L& Quy
Po6n khong thé dap lai duge. Khi tré vé, hoi ra thi chinh 13 huyén Dién Ha. Nam Hong Purc thir hai
muoi mot (22) c¢6 dinh stra lai ban dd trong thién ha, chia phtt Cao Binh g6m bbn chiu thudc dao Thai
Nguyén. Luc do1 Lé moi trung hung, nguoi Minh quy dinh cho ho Mac ¢ dat ay. Ho Mac giit dat Cao
Binh bon muoi bay nam. Nan ndi chlen tiép dién lién mién. Cau hat “Con c0 lan 161 bo song, ganh gao
dua chong tiéng khoc ni non; nang vé nudi cai cing con, cho anh di tray nudc non Cao Bang.” 1a cua
vg cac chu linh phai di chinh chién luc bay gio lamra (23). Khoang nam Khang Hy (24) doi nha
Thanh, quan tran tha Van Nam 1 Ng6 Tam Qué 1am phan, ho Mac ctru vién cho Ngb Tam Qué nén
trleu Lé m6i tu sang Trung Hoa dé ho cung dua binh sang danh diét ho Mac, roi dat Cao Binh 1a mot
tran, sai ong VO Cong Vinh Ién lam Péc tran. Vé sau, cir theo thé, sai quan van Ién lam Pdc tran, ciing
g10ng nhu tran Lang Son, vi Cao Binh, Lang Son bo ¢61 tlep hen v6o1 Van Nam, Quang Tay, cong van,
gidy to di lai, phi quan vin thi khong lam ndi chirc Pdc tran ay.

Lai nhu Pht Luwong, sau d6i ra Phi Binh, Pa Duong sau doi ra Poan Hung, Ma Nghia sau doi ra
Minh Nghia, C6 Ding sau d6i ra Hoang Hoa, Luong Giang doi lam Poan Nguyén (25), Thanh Pam
d6i 1am Thanh Cuong, Thanh Miéu d6i 1am Thanh Mién, Té Giang d6i 1am Vin Giang, Trudng Tan
d6i 1am Gia Phtic, V& Ninh d6i 1am V& Giang, Thanh Liém d6i lam Thanh Liém. Cira bé Than Pau
d6i thanh Than Phu, nay da 14p thianh dong bang. Cira bé Pai Ac nay doi thanh Pai An. C6 Hién khi
xua la mot huyén, nay gé)m vé huyén bén canh. Hai Pong khi xua 1a mot phu, nay thudc ca vé Tran Ti.
Pai loai nhu thé rat nhiéu, khong thé ké hét. Nhung vi van hién khong du, thé tuc khong truyén, nén
nhitng ngudi hiéu co ciing thudng phai thd dai ma chiu khong thé xét ra cho rd dugc.

(1), (2) Thanh nay c6 chdm thily nghia 13 trong. Thanh kia khong c¢6 chAm nghia 1a xanh.
(3) Tuc Trinh Trang (1623 — 1657).
(4) Ttc Lé Duy bam (1573 — 1599).

(5) Thai Cuc nay 1a sau phé Hang Bac va ngd Sam Cong. Pong Ha nay 1a Hang Gai, Pong Cac nay 1a



Hang Bac.

(6) Pham Quy Thich (1599 — ?) ciing nguoi huyén Pudng An, ciing qué véi Pham Pinh Ho.
(8) Lang Hoa Buong 1a lang Pham Quy Thich.

(9) Quan chi 13 qué quan, than thé, ndi chung.

(10) Nguyén Truc (1417 — 1473) dau trang nguyén nim 1442 doi Lé Thai tong. Cu Phong noi & day
tirc 1a Nguyeén Thi Trung.

(11) Ban dich viét 1a Pong Ngac phudng, Dién Hb tu.
(12) Ban dich viét 1a Ton Tran.

(13) Qua chudng ctia chuia Dién H3, phuong Pong Ngach. Nam Dién Hyu thtr hai duc xong. Nguoi tin
do lam quan tén la Tong Tran ciing mot lang vang.

(14) Qua chudng khac nim Dién Hyu, cay ting tot rop bong lau dai.

(15) DS Udng, nguoi huyén Gia Phac (Vinh Phit) dd bang nhén, 1am quan nha Mac, nha Mac mat, ong
dem cac van than dén ctra quan nha L& xin quy thuan.

(16) Triét vuong ttrc Trinh Tung (1570 — 1623) ngudi danh pha nha Mac, lay lai BPong Do lap ra
nghiép Chia Trinh, nhung van ton vua L&. Miéu hiéu cua 6ng 1a Thanh T6 Triét vuong.

(17) Lé Anh Tong (1557 — 1573) tén hity 1a Duy Bang.

(18) Lé Kinh Tong (1600 — 1619) tén hay la Duy Tan.

(19) Leé Twong Duc (1509 — 1516).

(20) Minh Dtic 1a nién hi¢u Mac Pang Dung (1527 — 1529).

(21) Leé Quy Bon (1725 — 1783).

(22) Ttrc 1a ndm 1491.

(23) Ban gbc viét 1a do cac chinh phu, tirc nhirng binh linh di chinh chién xa lam ra.
(24) Khang Hy (1662 — 1720).

25) Ban dich viét 1a Thuy Nguyén.



HOA THAO

Doi xua goi lan 1a vuong gia huong, vi hoa lan thanh nha bat pham; nhirng thir hoa ky quai dé 1am cho
nguoi ta say meé khong thé vi voi nd duge. Poi xua con cé nhitng tén ctru uyen lan, song nay khong thé
biét hét. Hay ctr so kién ma ban, thi nhirng thtr thach lan, thanh lan cling hiém c6, ma tha t6 lan ciing
khong dé mua. Pong lan 1a mot gidng hué doi xua, cai thir ta thuong goi 14 hoa hué tirc 1a thir ¢6 hué &
ngoai dong vay. Con thtr kién lan 13 loai duoc wa chudng (1) thi canh hoa ngoai xanh trong trang, hoti
diém sac do, lai co bon lud1 ga nhu 16ng ga go, giong ay goi la gidng ngoc qué, trong nd phai dé y gt
gin trn trong: nao 1a trong vao chau st Trung Hoa, bon bang mot thir bun da phoi kho d6t 1 di roi,
hoac 14y nhirng strng hwou, ba che kho6 phu 1én trén gbc, 16i 1y thir nudc ngdm ca uon twoi cho no;
moi ngay phai cit 14 Ga, rira 14 twoi vai bon 1an. N6 dam 14 ra xanh tt, c6 khi dai dén hai thudc, mdi
gio ¢6 dén vai muoi céi hoa; lac thudng hoa thi d6t huong tung chi dé trude gi6 ma thuong ngoan.
Cuing c6 nguoi lai danh cugc xem la lan cua ai dai hay ngan, hoa lan cua ai nhiéu hay it. Oi! Nhur thé
c0 phai 1a ban sdc ctia hoa dau. Do chi 14 14y cai mau sic ruc rd ma thudng lan, chir khong biét 1ay
cai pham cach ctia lan ma thudng lan. Xua kia, 6ng Khuat Nguyén (2) di trén bo dam ma hat, két hoa
lan dé deo; dirc Khong Phu Tir ding xe trudc mot hém ni, cling dan hat thwong cho cay lan co ve
thom tho ma doi khong ai biét; tir 46 hoa lan méi ndi tiéng 1a qudc huong. Ta xem nhu trén bo' song
Tuong, song Nguyén (3), trong hang niii Qui Mong (4), lan moc ra van tu nhién, c6 cai nha thao u
huong (5), no ¢ 1an vé6i c6 dai thi 14y dau dugc nguot bon tudi cho hau, ma cai ve thanh huong sao
van dugc két tri voi ngudi dai nhd, bac triét nhan? Hudng chi chat thdi mui ndng 13 ké thi cta hwong
vi thanh dam, thé thi nhirng mui xa ué ctia dt bun, cé thdi, ddu dén cac thir hoa nham co dai cling
khong chiu dugce, ma bao lan 1a thir danh hoa tuyét phdm lai nhd vé nhitng thir 4y ma t6t, thi ta khong
dam tin. Néu bao dat bun 1a dat 1 di r6i, nude ca da ngdm lau roi thi khong con c6 xd vi nita, viée gi
ma hai dén lan, nhu thé 13 dung céi khi vi d4 bai hoai dé gitip cho ciy c6 phat sinh, thyc 13 tréo cay
tim c4, khong thé dugc. Con dén nhu lac thudng lan ma lai dét hwong & dudi vuon hoa, thi Lap Ong
d3 bién bac 1a khong phai, ta khong can phai noi nita. Ba ché ma dem 1 trén chau hoa thi ré hoa
thuong uét, duong khi khong dén noi, hoa két chdm va giam bét thom. Duy chi ¢ viée bat sau cho lan
13 khong thé thiéu, vi cai tinh ‘cay co, no dam bac thi hay wa tinh, thom tho thi hay ghét uot, néu trong
n6 ma that nghi, khién cho giong rudi nhang lam hai ¢ ngoai, glong sau bo duc khoet ¢ trong thi thir
cay yéu 6t sao chiu dugc. Vay nén viée bat sau khong thé thiéu.

Lai con c6 mot thuyét nita bao rang nhitng thir tanh béo chi t6 1am cho kién bo tu lai. C6 ngit ¢6 cau:
"Cay nat thi trung méi sinh, md tanh thi nhang méi dau", cau noi éy khong nhiing 1a vi chuyén 16n, ma
dén viéc trong lan ciing phai nén biét nhu thé. Néu bao cir 1ay dat bun dap vao cho nod, nuée ca rudi
vao cho no thi su bo khong sinh ra, ta sg nhu thé lai lam hai thém cho lan, chtr n6 khong thé chiu
duoc. Ta khi nho, 1am hoi gian truan, phai di day hoc bon phuong, khong Itc nao roi ma luuy dén co
hoa. Nhung m01 khi dén choi nha anh em ban, thuong tho than & trong chén vudn hoa bong truc. Ta
van ngo rang gidng klen lan, 14 t5t ma than thd, hoa nhiéu ma huong bac, nén cuoi rang co 1€ nao nhu
thir hoa lan nay lai la tién nhan ctia Khuat Binh, Yén Cat (6). Hay la 6 nhan luan vé thi lan ndo ma
nay ta khong biét, lai tro 1am vao thir lan 4 ay chang? Khoang nam At Mo, Binh Thin (1795 — 1796), ta
¢ vao choi mot nha anh em ban; khi vao dén cira, ngui thay mui thom suc ntrc, hinh nhu huong hoa
lan ma lai co phan thanh hon, chua hiéu thir lan g, dén khi vao nha khach, méi thay thir kién lan (7) a ay
vira nd, ma trong vao trong cai chau vo, dat soi, dé & goc he, canh 14 lo tho, dai chi d6 nim sau tac,
hoa nhé ma canh mong, sic rat ddm nhung thom ngat. Ta vira dugc thudng thirc hwong vi thién nhién



ay, lién khen 1a khéo trong thi chil nhan bén 18n noi ring khong c6 luc ndo bon tudi ca. Ta moéi hay
nguoi doi choi lan chi biét thudng thirc bang mat chir khong biét thudng thirc bang miii, chi biét dugc
cai hinh cta hoa chtr khong biét dugc cai than ctia hoa. Chiu sanh ndo phai 13 noi son cdc, phudng
phd ndo phai 13 chdn thén qué, thé ma hoa lan tréng duoc noi u tinh thi da phét ra ky huong nhu thé!
Thao nao lan song Tuong ma Khuat Nguyén lay deo, lan hém ni ma Khong Tix thuong thirc, cao
phong nhi diéu n6i tiéng mudn doi, co nhan cé ddi ta dau! Cai cach choi thanh nhd ay phai ciing noi
vO1 nguot tri thire méi duogc.

Ta xét ra nhitng cach choi co, cay, hoa, da tir doi nha Han di ¢, dén cac doi sau, mdi ngay mdi doi
cach choi cho moi la thém, nhu la nhirng thang canh & Kim Céc (8), Vong Xuyeén (9), Luc Da (10),
Binh Nguyén (11) dén nay van con truyén miéng & dan 1 gian. Thé moi biét nguoi xua ciing thudng cho
tinh thdn di choi ngoai canh vat, trong cach choi ma van ngu céi y vé thé giao thién luan (12), vay nén
muon khom hoa, ting da dé ky thac hoai bao cao ca, mo vuon trong cdy, chong da lam nu, khién cho
cai vé dep cua co cdy, cai thé hing vi cta ni non trinh bay ra trudc san, trude cira s6 d6 ma thoi, chir
coO phai hét sttc ma chim chut canh vat dau. Vé sau nay, thé thai da suy, nhan tam lai bac, cai cay théng
dem ubn cho cong di, hon da phing dem d&o vac cho né hic hac ra, ban tay nhin tao cang khéo thi cai
th thién nhién lai cang kém! Oi, cai ly thit dau cha cd, xem canh vat thi co thé biét dugc nguoi. Giang
Thuong cong vi 1a ngudi1 dao mao uyén thily ma vua Han Van phai trong; Quang Nhac, Vé Giédi vi la
ngudi than khi thanh sang ma ban bé déu khen. Con nhu nhitng hang muép dang mat cua, ra luén vao
cui, thi nguoi co long nhan cho 1a dang thuong, nguoi khong co 1ong nhan lai cot khinh ma rudng bo,
chr chang khi nao dem I1én chd chiéu ghé ma cung ban chuyén. Pén nhu chot canh ma lai trai cai
thuong tinh ay thi c¢6 phai 1€ khong? Hay la bao rang hoa cong dat dé mdi vat mot khac, nhu cay thong
o nui Thai Son, cay coi (13) ¢ lang Khuyét Ly, cay mai ¢ lang C6 Dich, hon da 6 Anh Dan ho Pong
binh (14), 1an ky c¢6 quai, khong thé hinh dung ra hét; nhirng thir a ay, ngudi xua chép trong sach, veéra
tranh, nguoi sau chi dugc truyén vin chir khong trong thay that, nén moi phong chung bay ra, ¢ lam
cho dung, cho hét, bao rang cay nay glong canh ton chi nha no, hoc da kia giong cai suon ndi cheo
leo, hang sau no 1a hinh cai su6i nudc tring x0a, khic hoa mo phong mii, tuy rang sai mat ca ban
chan, nhung cai ¥ hiéu ¢6 hiéu ky cling co the bo qua dugc. Ta chi quai la cho nguo1 doi bay gio, choi
hoa, cho1 da, ma chi 14y cai ¥y kién riéng, muon lam kheo hon nguoi trude ma lai thanh ra vung, udn
cay duc da, mudn 1am cho giong hinh loai cam thd, nao rong leo, hd phuc, su tir ngoanh mat 1én troi,
ky 1an dap chan xubng dat, biét bao nhiéu cach khong thé noi hét duoc. Oi! Néu troi sinh ra cdy ra da
ma 1am hét nhu hinh cam tha thi tao vat cting dén phai hét nghé con co gi ma dang thuong ngoan nira!
Phong nhur dé nhirng hinh long, ho ngoan ngoco, su, lan héng hach va nhitng hinh xa than, nguu quy
day ca nha thi tréng thay, ai chang bit mat lic dau ma chay. Thé nhung nguoi doi lai 14y cach choi ay
1am cao, ta thuc khong hiéu ra 1am sao ca.

(1) Theo ban gdc.

(2) Khuat Nguyén (330 —278) tr. CN tirc Khuat Binh, 1am quan Pai phu nude So, 1a mot nguoi yéu
nude va trung thuc. Ong 13 tic gia tip Ly Tao, mdt tic phim vin hoc ndi tiéng cta Trung Qudc.

(3) Séng Tuong, Song Nguyén 1a chd Khuat Nguyén bi day.

(4) Quy Mong von tén hai qua ndi: Quy Son va Mong Son ¢ tinh Son Pong (nude LS doi Khong Ti),



ngudi ta thudng nham 1a mot qua nui.

(5) Nhi théo, u hwong 13 mui hwong thanh nhd, thoang thoang ma bén 14u.

(6) Yén Cat 1a ai thiép ctia Trinh Van Cong,

(7) Ban dich chi ghi hoa lan chung chung.

(8) Hang Kim Céc ¢ phia Tay huyén Lac Duong, tinh Ha Nam, trong hang c6 dong nudc tur phia dong
nam huyén Lac Duong chay qua. Thach Sung c6 nha riéng ¢ trong khe Kim Céc, cay xanh nudc biéc,
qua hoa vi thu6c khong thiéu thir gi, lai c6 ao cd, bé da ngoi cau, ngudi doi truyén tung canh vudn
Kim Coc ttre 1a no1 do.

(9) Vong Xuyén tirc biét thy cua Vuong Duy doi Buong.

(10) Lyc Da (chua tra ctru duogc).

(11) Binh Nguyén 1a tén mot quan thudc nude Triéu thoi Chién Qudc, 1a dét phong kién ciia Binh
Nguyén Quan, Thang canh Trung Hoa, hién nay thugc dao Dong Lam, huyén Son Dong (Trung Qudc);
con thang canh nhu thé nao thi chua rd.

(12) Thé gido thién luan, ¥ noi vé cai dao 1am nguoi.

(13) Cay cdi 1a mot thir cay ting.

(14) Theo ban gdc.



HOQC THUAT

Trong sach c6 nhitng bac thanh hién nhur vua Vii (1) hé nghe duogc ai bao cho 101 hay thi vai ta, 6ng
Chu Cong (2) di giay xich tich (3) khoan thai coi ra by khiém t6n nha nhin, thiy Nhan Tt (4) khong
dam tu dac minh 13 gi0i, co tai thye ma van coi nhu khong. Oi! Ong Vij, Ong Chu déu c6 tai duc cho
thién ha dugc nho, Thay Nhan dau ngheo cung ma tu minh hoc gioi truyén duoc dao thong vé sau,
thuc 1a c6 cong lam. Thé ma cac 6ng ay van khiém ton, ¢ phai 1a gia cach dé cau tiéng khen dau! Do
thure 1 trong bung khiém t6n, khong dam tir khoe minh 13 thanh vay.

D01 nay, nhitng ké chi hoc 16m dugc méy cau mép, nao co6 quan thiét gi dén dao tu, t&, tri, binh, thé ma
d3 ngang nhién tu dic. D6 1a nhitng ké thiéu phu tuc tir. Khong ké chi nhirng ké tai hoc hén mon, khéng
thé vi duoc voi troi xanh; gia thir qua ¢ hoc gioi giang di ching nita, thi cling chi du vinh than phi gia
va lam cho ho hang dugc nhd ma théi, chir ¢6 ich chiia loi dan gi cho ngudi doi cay dau! Hudng chi
hoc thuat d3 bat chinh, dén khi urng dung ra doi thi chi 1am hai cho thién ha, dang dé cho nguoi ta trach
mang, chir con 1én bo kiéu cang véi ai? Ta thudng thdy nhitng anh hii nho, nhitng chu tro ngdng, moi
hoc dugc mot nghé mon gi da khoe khoang 1am by, vung canh tay ¢ trugc mat cha anh ban hiru, tu déc
rang nay mai 1am nén dén chirc trong quan sang, vé sau rot cudc lai sudt doi do dang, chang 1am nén
cong can gi. Bay gio mdi oan trach tao vat bat cong, do 18i cho quan trén khong biét kén dung dén
minh. Thuong thuong ho 1am tho tir oan trach, tham chi lai ché ké no, bac nguoi nguoi kia, bao déula
bon di thAm thut van nai, luén lot cau canh ma nén, chir khong phai la thyuc tai thuce hoc.

Ay, nhitng ké chi biét trach ngudi ma khong biét xét minh nhur thé thyc dang thwong thay! Ta tir nho da
phai md c6i that hoc, dén khi 16n 1én lai dui mai vé nghé hoc cir nghi¢p, thuong bi nhirng ké khinh bac
ché bai. Song nghi dén 1oi nguoi xua day: “Piéu gi minh khong muén thi cho bat ngudi khac 1am”, ta

thé quyét khong mic phai 16i 4y. Thé 1a 101 noi, viéc 1am van khong khoi 1am 161, c6 18 vi thé ma c6
ngudi chi trich ta. Ta ddu dam khong 13y cau “hon d4 ndi kia c6 thé mai ngoc” 1am kim chi nam.

(1) Vua Vi, do1 nha Ha.
(2) Chu Céng, té tudng doi nha Chu.

(3) Xich tich 1a gidy vai d6 di rat ém, thudng di khi tiép khach, ngu v t6 thai d6 khiém ton voi nguoi
hién.

(4) Nhan Tir, hoc tro xuit sic ctia Khong T



LOI CHU VIET

Nuéc Viét Nam ta, 16i chit Viét tir doi Pinh, L8 trd vé trude thi khong trong thay duoc nira, con 16i
chit tir doi Ly doi Tran tro vé sau, thi bat chude chir doi nha Tong, & trong saich An Nam ky lugc (1)
da n6i rd. Nay con thiy tam bia & nai Diing Thuy va bai minh khic vao chudng chiia Thién Phuc, nii
Phat Tich, cung la bai bia & dinh co quan Tam suong 1a Chau cong (2) ¢ lang Chau Khé, huyén
Puong An; but phap rat co kinh. Con nhu cai bién ba chir “Dong hoa mon” thi chinh 1a ngy but vua
nha Ly, but phap hing hdn, ty nhién, khac hin nguoi tim thudng, nhitng nét phay, mac, s, moc da
phoi thai ra mot 16i chir nudc Nam ta. Con ba chit “Pai hung mon” thi 1a chit hoanh bién, ché ra tir
doi Lé Hong Puc, nét bat 1an ca 161 chan 16i khai; chit ¢6 dén doi Ay da c6 mot budce bién cai.
Khoang nam Dién Thanh (3) do1 nha Mac, con gai Da quéc cong la Mac thi, c6 dung ra chua B6i Am,
mai d4 khic mot bai minh, nét chit dau cong chan queo, hoi gidng chit viét bay gid, nhung bén ta vénh
1én, bén hitu veo xudng, c¢6 hoi khac, thuc 1a quai la! D& thuong doi Lé so va doi nha Mac, 16i chir
viét dai luoc nhu thé ca. Gan day, 16i chir trong Thuan, Quang ciing gan giéng nhu viy, ciing 1 con
giir 161 chir nhu xua.

Tir doi Lé trung hung trd vé sau, nhitng ngudi di hoc theo nghé khoa cir viét theo 161 chit khai doi ¢6,
lai ngoa ngit thém bot, 1am sai di dén nira phan, goi 13 16i chit nho. Con nhiing gidy t& & chén cira
cong thi dung riéng mot 161 chit “nany”, lac dau 1a phong dan gian lam gia mao, mdi theo hoa van ma
dat ra mot 16i chir viéc quan khién 1am 15 dep 16i chir nuéc Nam ta (4). A1 hoc theo 16i chit éy, thi sau
nam mot 1an, thi tring tuyén duoc sung vao 1am chan thu ta & trong cac nha mon. Song nhitng cach gia
dbi 13 boi nhitng ké nho lai 1am ra, cang ngiy cang t&, cac quan trén khong thé cAm dugc. Bon 16i chir
chan, thao, trién, 1¢, 1au nay khong ai truyén day. Ciing c6 ngudi tap 16i chir Ay, nhung chi 13 tir ¥ hoc
phong chirng, ddi tra quéch quac, trong chang khac gi anh tho vé& boi bac vung vé, khong ai budn nhin.
Trong khoang nam Canh Hung, chaa Trinh Thinh vuong (Trinh Sam) (5) lai thich 16i chir Trung Hoa,
ké hoc gia dua theo, méi hoi thay doi 16i chir Nam di dé cau hop mat ngudi bay £i0, co khi viét mot
chir ma nét chim 1a 16i chir trién, moc la 16i chir 1¢, phay mac 1a 16i chir chin, néu gip phai chir ram
nét, thi lai da thao dé viét cho thong hoat, goi la 161 chir viét cAu dbi. Loi chir thao thi bat chuéde vii
kiém (6) ma quan quéo, tho thap, khong c6 vé thanh tao, goi 1a 16i chir dé tho. Lai con 16i chir viét
chan phuong, chan hanh, 130 thio, ndn thao, dai trién, tiéu trién, cd 1&, c6 luu, tiéu ky, tiéu khai, déu
ty ¥ mo phong ma viét, dé khoe khoang ndi tiéng & doi. Ké hau tién déu coi d6 1a su phap, thuong
bao nhau rang day 13 16i chit chinh t6n phai Dao tién sinh (7), kia ciing la 16i chit bat chudc Dao tién
sinh, ngdng nghénh ty dac, trén khong coi doi co vao dau, gia co hoi dén tu thé (8) cua cac nha co
kim, thi tuyét nhién chang biét mot ty gi. Oi! Ké nho lai di hoc chit dé chiéu doi kiém an, khong trach
lam gi; ta chi thwong cho nhiing ke st phu do1 nay khong con ai luu y dén cac 161 viét chir. Poi xua,
trong nha hoc hi¢u (9) co6 day ca sau nghe 18, nhac, xa, ngy, thu, so khi nho hoc tap, khi 16 lai
nghién ctru dem ra dé dung. Ttr 401 Tan, Han tré xudng, 1y chit tot ndi tiéng ¢ doi thi do1 nao ciing
0. Nhu Thai Ung, Chung Do do1 Han, V€ phu nhan va cha con Vuwong Hy Chi doi tin, 18 thoi di
truyén ké trude nguoi sau, noi tiéng chi tot cing nhiéu. Vua Puong Van Hoang 12 bac thién tir, ¢6
muon cd xe ma con ua 16i chir phi bach va 16i chit ctia vua Luong Vi dé va Duong Dat Thiéu ciing 1a
nhirng nguoi ndi tiéng chit tot (10). Cac vi cong khanh c6 tiéng doi nha Pudng, nhu Nguy Trung, Trit
Luong, Ngu Thé Nam, Trtr Toai Luong cho dén cac ho Nhan, liéu, Han Mic Tu, Bach (11), déu la
danh gia c6 tiéng chir tot ca. o1 nha Tong hon ba trim nim, cac bac tién nho ciing nhiéu, nhu thiy
Chu, théy Trinh, ho Truong, ho Chu, ho Nguy (12) cung véi ho To, ho Hoang, ho Téng (13), dén nay



hay con truyén but tich lai, xemra cuc tot, chura khi ndo vi tot chit ma 1am che mat huan danh drc
nghiép bao gio.

Nuédc ta dd c6 tiéng 1a van hién khong khac gi nudc Trung Hoa, thé ma vé mot viée hoc viét chit, lai
cho 1a viéc cua ke tho lai, khong ai them luu y dén, khong biét tai sao?

Ta c6 mot nguo1 ban la Hoang Hy Do nguyén nguoi Quang Dong, phd Tan Hoi, tir doi cha méi sang
ngu 6 Hoa Duong, trAn Son Nam, roi thanh nguo1 Viet Nam. Ong thong minh, dinh ngd, cac sach tiéu
thuyét, da sir déu xem qua hét. Ong lai thich nghé tho, tir, ngdm vinh, pham tho cta cic danh gia tir doi
Han, Nguy, Pudng, Téng, Minh, 6ng déu xem qua va doc thudc ca. Ong thuong co cau tho vinh hoa
kién lan (14): “Sac dep luot 1a tirng mdng thiy, Huong thom bét ngat dang xung vuong”; lai ¢6 cau:
“Tran trong ché hiém tri ky it, Tao dan timg da du binh chuong”, hay c6 cau ta lic ¢ dat khach, nghe
chim nhan (15): “Néu bay qua to1 huong quan do, Nhin béo thu vé ctc no hoa”, xem nhirng cau tho
ay, tu khac blet nguoi vay. Ong ay luc nho Vlet Vlet 161 hanh thao rat tot hé cam but 1én thi rut ré nhu
khong thé viét duge, nhung luc da dit but xudng gidy thi nét chir troi tin, co cai ¥ nhi ctia hoa dao
dong giot mua, 14 dwong phu lan khéi. Cac anh em ban tri giao thudng khi yén hop v&i nhau ma khéng
biét mét, gia co hoi dén 16i chir thoi bay gid thi 6 ong nin ldng, khong thém noi. Nha ta co gitr dugc hai
cai thlep chit thach an 1a thiép Lan Dinh (16) va thiép Pa Bao (17), nhan demra tang 6ng, Ong mung
noi rang: “Day la danh but cua hai dang tién hién ho Vuong, ho Nhan, song tiéc cho phuong ban ho in
ra cling co hoi sai, khong dugc dung lan”. Mbi khi dem ra trudc cira s6 dé coi va bat chudce viét thir
choi. Ong lay 1am than trong 1am.

(1) Ban dich viét 1a “An Nam kip lugc”.

(2) Ttrc Pham Thiéu (thé ky XVI), ngudi lang Chau Khé, nay thudc huyén Qué Duong, dau tién si, lam
quan do1 Mac.

(3) Dién Thanh nién hi¢éu Mac Mau Hop (1562 — 1592).
(4) Poan nay khong thiy trong ban dich.

(5) Trinh Sam (1767 — 1782).

(6) Vii kiém 1a mot 16i viét chir bay budm nhe mua guom.
(7) Dao Thach tién.

(8) Tu thé 14 thé chit, 161 viét chi.

(8) Nha hoc hi¢u la truong hoc.

(10) Theo ban goc.

(11) Nhan Chau Khanh, Liéu Tén Nguyén, Han Mic T Dii, Bach Cu Di.



(12) Ttc Chu Hy, Trinh Hao, Truong Tai, Chu Pon Di, Nguy Da.
(13) Ttrc T6 Pong Pha, Hoang Pinh Kién, Tong Bach.

(14) Ban dich viét 1a ngoc lan.

(15) Ban goc viét 1a bai tho “Khach trung vin nhan”.

(16) Lan Dinh 14 tén tr ctia Vuong Hy Chi doi Tan.

(17) Pa Bao tirc Nhan Chan Khang do1 Duong.



CACH UONG CHE

Cach uéng che thi trong sach Kién biéu d3 ndi rd. Ho Lu, ho Luc ndi tiéng vé uéng che. Bén doi Téng
m6i thiy bay d6 am chén, hoa 10, cap thiéu, dai khai ciing 14 nhirng d6 dé pha ché. C6 6ng Gisi Phu
(1) thuong ché Duong tién, ong Tur Chiém (2) thudng ché Van Long. Tir doi Minh, doi Thanh tré
xuong, cach che ché cang tinh, d6 dung ché cang du. Nhing thtr che bdi sao, ché bién ciing khéo, va
nhitng cac ho am, dia, chén, than, Itra, hoa 10, cap thiéu déu sam sira lich sir ca. Nao 1a ché V6 Di, 10
Thanh Héa, 4m Duong Tién, déu 1a nhirng thir tuyet pham dung dé pha che. Ké thot tyc bay ve ra co
13m thtr khac nhau, nhung ching qua ciing miy thir Ay ma thoi. Con nhu che tuyét nha, nudc sudi hong
tam, ddu cac hang phong luu nguoi Trung Hoa ciling chua duoc ném du hét, nén khong dam néi dén.

Thi hiéu ctia ngudi ta cling hoi giong ngudi Trung Hoa. Ta sinh trudng duong lac thinh thoi doi Canh
Hung, trong nude vo su, cac nha qui tdc, cac bac cong hau, cac con em nha quy thich déu dua chudng
xa xi, 6 khi mua mot bd 4m chén, phi ton dén vai muoi lang bac. Thuong co6 nhiéu nguoi dén choi
cac hiéu che, tham do cac phé budn, véc tién hét quan éy chuc khac dé mua ché ngon. Lic ngéi 1oi,
pha ché ubng voi nhau, lai danh cudc xem ché dau xuan nim nay sém hay mudn, gia ché nim nay cao
hay ha. K¢ thi wra thanh huong, nguoi thi thich hau vi, kén hi€u tro tén, mua cho dugc che ngon, bay
khay chén ra ném thtr. Thim chi c6 ké dit tién sdn mua cho dugc hiéu ché Chinh Son, guri tau buon dat
cho duoc kiéu 4m chén méi la, cach hiéu thuong dén thé 1a cung cuc. Song cai thi uéng che tau co
phai o chd d6 dau! Che tau thi vi & chd no tinh sach s&, huong né thom tho. Buéi s6m gi6 mat, budi
chiéu trang trong, vo1 ban rugu lang tho cung lam cha khach ma ung dung pha a am ché tau ra thudng
thire thi o thé tinh duoc mong tran, rira dugc 10ng tuc. Ay, ngudi xua wa chudng ché tau 1a vi vay. Tir
cac doi gan day tro Xuong, thu:crng thirc che tau cang ngay cang tinh, vi che nao khac, cach ché ché nao
ngon, déu phan biét k§ lam. Lo, siéu, am, chén, lai che ra nhiéu kiéu thich dung. Song che ra nhiéu thir
che, ké thirc gia ciing cho 1am phién 1am. Con nhu ném ché & trong ddm rudi nhing, bay 4m chén &
ctra cho bui 1am, lac 6n do dinh 6¢, vo van ron long, thi dau am co dep dé€, che ngon ngat Iung, ta
chang biét uéng ché nhur thé c6 thu vi gi khong? Gia co gip ong tién che, thi cling cho 101 ndi ta lam
phai.

Mua thu nam Mau Ngo (1798), ta day hoc ¢ thon Khanh Van, tong Ha Liéu, cac hoc trd kinh thanh
cung thudng guri qua vé hoi tham, tuy com rau nude 1a khong duge du du cho 13m, nhung ché tau thi
khong ltc nao thiéu. Thon Khanh Van ¢ ha luu song T6 Lich, phia Bic tiép Xuan Né, phia Nam gin
P Ha; cac nii Hoang X4 vé ving Ninh Chic, Tt Tram, Nam Cong thi 'vong quanh ¢ phia Tay, con
nhitng lang Nguyét Cai, Pai Cai (3), Liéu Noi, Liéu Ngoai déu trong thdy & gan chung quanh ca. Tho
san c6 thir vai qué, rau dua, 1ang xom rirng khe ciing nhiéu chd tinh mich dep d& (4). Khi day hoc
ranh, ta thuong cung vO1 nguoi dan anh trong lang 1a T6 nho sinh dao choi chua Van, pha che uong,
hodc treo Ién cai go ba ting & phia tay xom ay, roi miac nudce subi pha che udng choi. Trong thdy
nhirng canh may n6i hop tan, chim dong bay lugn, cung 1 co cdy twoi tot hay tan ta, hanh khach lai
qua, ta thudng thudng giri tAm tinh vao cau ngdm vinh. Sau chd nha trudng ta 13 gii song T6, men
theo bd dé di nguoc 1én dén cau Nhi Khé 13 chd ngudi lang qua lai nghi mat. Mot budi chiéu, ta cliing
v6i T6 huynh 18n chd cau xem cac bé danh c4, thiy doi bén bd song bong ciy so le thip thoang, manh
tring in trén mit nudc trong veo, hai anh em cting ngdi noi chuyén giu, bat giac tim than thanh sang,
tht vi vo cung. Tham thoat méi vai bén nim nay, ta di thoi khong day hoc day nita, ma T6 huynh thi
da qua doi. Tién Muc Am (5) co noi: "Cai vui vé non nudce bé ban, tao vt chua dé da cho moi nguoi



dugc hudng, ma con c6 phan lai khé hon lgi 16¢ v6i vinh danh”. Loi noi 4y ching 1a phai ru?

Tt do1 Khang Hy tro vé sau, udng ché tau méi doi ra pha tirng chén nho, chir khong hdm trong am to
nita, vi uéng ché, 4m chén cdt nho nho, mong, khi pha moi n61 hwong vi. Voi am thang thi nwéc khong
dong, mat dia phang thi dat chen khong nghiéng, ré 16 day ma 16 thua thi than lira khong bbc nong qua,
1ong am siéu 16i 1én va mong thi sire lira dé thau, chong soi. Ay, cai cach pha ché ubng nude, moi dau
con tho, sau tinh din mai ra. Gan day lai c6 ché ra thir siéu dong ciing khéo, nhung kim khi bi hoa khi
né hap hoi, thudng c6 mui tanh dong, khong bang dung siéu dat nung, pha ché tot hon. Song cac nha
quyén mon pha hd khi udng che lai ludi khong mudn pha 14y. Thudng thudng ho giao cho tiéu dong
pha phach tat ca, dung siéu dong cho tién va 1au v, nhu thé khong phai ban 1am chi nita.

Khoang nam Canh Hung, & T6é Chau c6 ché ra mot thir hoa 16 va mot thir than tau dem sang bén ta ban,
déu 1a nhirng d6 dung ctia khach udng ché can dén, nguoi ta dua nhau mua. Song gin day da co nguoi
biét cach ché ra, ciing bat chudc luyén than ma ham lira, nim dat ma ndn 10, so vo1 kleu cua Trung

Hoa chang khac gi, nguoi ta cling ra chudng. Ta nhan thé lai tiéc cho nguoi cAm quyén nudc, xua nay
khong biét luu ¥ dén viée cong nghé dan ta. Tiéc thay!

(1) Gi61 Phu la tén tu cua Vuong An Thach.
(2) Tt Chi€ém 1a tén tu cua T6 Pong Pha.
(3) Ban dich viét 1a Nguyét Ang, Pai Ang.
(4) Theo ban gdc.

(5) Tién Muc Am 1a Tién Khéi, mdt danh nhin doi Puong.



XET VE PIA MACH VA NHAN VAT

Ta thudng xem ban do trong Noi cac, mdi biét hinh thé non song nudc ta so v6i nude Trung Hoa ciing
chang kém gi. Nudc Trung Hoa, tir mach nii Con Lon chay vao, chia lam ba can long : mot dang theo
song Hoang Ha chay vé phia bac 1a nhitng tinh Cam Ttc (1), Son Tay, Son bong, Truc Lé; mot dang
theo nui Man Son chay v€ phia dong la nhiing tinh Ttr Xuyén, Thiém Tay, Ha Nam, Ho Bic, Giang
Hiru, Giang Nam, Phic Kién va Triét Giang (2); mot dang theo song Hac Thay chay vé phia nam qua
Thd Phon, Van Nam, Dién Dién, Ha Tién roi chay ra bé Nam Hai. V& can long theo song Hic Thay
ndy, thi phia ty song Hic Thiy 14 ¢at Thd Phon, Tam Phat T, Chan Lap, Dién Dién, Pai Thuc, Phu
Du, Tiém La, Cao Man. Tdy Duong (3); phia dong song Hac Thuy 1a nhitng tinh Van Nam, Quy Chau,
H6 Nam, Quang Dong, Quang Tay va Lio Qua kéo dai dén tan nai Tiéu Con Lon lai biét 1am mot chi
thiéu to. Chay sang nudc ta, chi nay lai chia lam ba: chi bén hitu chay qua séng Da Giang (song Bd)
12 nhitng tinh Hung Hoa, Son T4y, Son Nam thuong roi chay vao Hoan Chau (Nghé An), Ai Chau
(Thanh Hoa) cho dén Thuan Quang thi tan ra céc ct lao gan bé. Ciing nhu bén Trung Hoa c¢6 mdt dai
dat Van, Qui (4) chay ra dén tin dao Quynh Nhai. Chi bén ta thi qua Tuyén Quang roi chay dén Cao
Binh, Lang Son, An Bang (Quang Y¢én), lai qua dénbé 1a Hong Dam, ddo Dai Nhan, cling nhu bén
nudc Trung Hoa c6 dai dat Cam Tuac, Son Tay ma chay dén Pang Lai. Con chi gitta thi tr nai Tam
Pio trd xuéng, ménh mong lién tiép thanh ra nhirng tinh Thai Nguyén, Kinh Bac, Trung D6, Hai
Duong, Son Nam va Son Nam ha ; dat Théng Long, dat Co Bi thi lai & vao khoang gitra, cling nhur
Trung Hoa c6 nhiing tinh Tu Xuyen Thiém T4y, Ha Nam va cac tinh Kinh, H5. V& song thi song Hat
chay qua phia Nam, song Xuong chay qua phia bac, song Phi Lwong 13 mdt con song 16n, ngoan
ngoco chay subt khoang nam, bic, ha chang giéng Trung Hoa c6 nhiing con song Giang, Ha, Hoai, Té
day u? Vay nén ta bao rang dia thé nudc ta, toan thé ciing gidng nudc Trung Hoa, chi c6 nhd hon ma
thoi.

Twr doi1 Lac Hung 18 do1 mé co1 Vé sau, dén doi nha Ly thi phong thoi chat phac, doi nha Tran thi
phong thoi trung hau, doi nha Lé vé nim Quang Thuan, Hong Puc (5) thi tri gido xuwong minh (6),
phong khi cac do1 trude con co thé biét dugc. Lai con cac nhin vat, trung thanh nhu T6 Hlen Thanh;
hoc van nhu Chu Van Trinh; van chuong nhu Nguyen Trung Ngan, Mac Dinh Chi; kinh té (7) nhu
Nguyen Trai, Nguyén Duy Y ; 1y hoc nhu Nguyén Binh Khiém, Phuing Khic Khoan; hudn nghiép nhu
Ly Ong Trong, Khuong Cong Phy; than ki nhu Chir BPong Tir, Pong Thién Vuong. Lai con dong ddi
thién ton & chua Tric Lam, Huong Tich; dao hanh tu hanh nhu An Ky, Pham Vién, déu 1a tinh anh cua
non song duc lai, cac nhan vat ay nay con co thé ké biét dugc.

Lai xem nhu nhitng g10ng san ho, doi m01 hat trai, vin mAu san xuit & bén bé ; ; nhuc qué, tram huong,
ho tiéu, ¥ di (8) san xudt & ndi non; gidng ct mai & C6 Phap (lang Binh Bang), gidng 18 chi (9) ¢ Siéu
Loai, hwong phu (10) ¢ huyén Giao Thuy, nhan sam ¢ nui Hong Linh, son séng & Son Tay, ¢t niu &
Tuyén Quang, cac thir gd lim, gd sén & Thanh Hoa, Nghé An, vai nhé & Vinh Lai, T Ky, linh the 6 La
Khe, Yén Thai (Buoi) va cac mo vang, bac, dong, kém, cac san vat tom ca, mudi mam; trong cac loai
cam thi c6 16ng cong, canh tra, trong loai thu thi ¢6 sung t&, nga voi, cling c¢6 thir Trung Hoa khong co
ma nudc ta lai c6. Néu nguoi cam quyén nude biét nhan cai san vat ty nhién ma kheo dung no, ché
bién ra thanh céc thir cdn dung, thi so v&i Trung Hoa, ta ciing chang kém gi may. Hubng chi, khi troi
van chuyén van bat thuong, khi nudc 16n méi yén thi thué dién & Duyén Chau rat nhe. Pén doi Tay
Han, dat Quan Trung phai chd thoc 14y tai Son Pong dem vao. Tir doi Tuy Pudng tré vé sau, dia thé



mé mang dan mai vé phuong nam, dat Giang, Hoai m&i thanh ra dong duc. Kip dén doi Tong thi co
6ng Chu Khao Pinh (11) sinhra ¢ dat Tan An, & 6ng Van Son sinhra ¢ dat Cat Thuy, doi nha Minh thi
c6 cac dng Quynh Son, Cuong Phong, Bach Sa ndi got sinh ra & dét Quang Dong, Quang Tay. Nay o
Duong Thanh va Quynh Chau thi nhan vat phon hoa da dan dan bang dat Tam Ngo, ma tir dat Ha, Té
tr& vé bac, lai dan dan hoa ra ¢di moi ro. Thir so sanh ma xem, khi van nudc ta sau nay dé luong
duogc chang?

Ta thudng mudn kén chon nhitng ngudi thiéu nién anh tudn & nhitng lang quen 1am nghé nghiép nhu
lang La Khé, Yén Thai, Bat Trang, Tric Phé va cac xa duyén son, cho cao dau hoa trang, theo khach
budn sang Trung Hoa dem tién bac di ma hoc 1ay nhitng nghé khéo. Nguoi thi dén 10 nung bat & HO
Giao, ngudi thi dén phd dét voc ¢ Kim Lang, cing & véi nguoi Trung Hoa, hoc 14y tri khon nghé khéo
cua ho; hodc di dén cac tinh Man, Tich, Kinh, Duong, mua lay cac thir che, cac th thude, xét cach
trong trot, xem thd nghi; khi ndo xem xét da tinh roi thi tro vé nuoc, phan cho moi nguo1 cot mot viée
ma ché tao ra 6 dung. Hét thay cac d6 dn mic déu ctr theo 18 Ay ma cho ngudi di hoc dé phat minh
thém ra, trdng d6 mudi ndm thi ngudi nudce ta, vé cac nghé nghiép, ciing di tinh xdo. Song tiéc cho
nhirng ké gip thoi lam dugc lai khong c6 chi, nhitng ké c6 chi lai khong gip thoi. Ta e rang viéc thién
ha khong phai 1a viéc ké hén mon dugce néi leo!

Céc nha dia 1y 1am sach bao rang "Ni Con Lon chia lam ba can long. M6t can long chay theo song
Hoang Ha, mot can long chay theo song Man Giang, con mét can long thi chay theo song Ap Lyc. Cur
nhu ta xet thi cac can long Hoang Ha, can long Man Giang, noi thé 13 phai; con can long chay vé song
Ap Luc thi khong phai. Nui Con Lon chay ve phia tdy nudc Trung Hoa, chay r& vé phia dong la can
long Mén Son, r& vé phia nam la can long Hac Thuy, 1& vé phia bac 14 can long Hoang Ha, r& vé phia
tay 1a can long Nhugc Thay, xét trong cac sach vo dia dd, déu rd nhu thé ca. Nay lai phan ra thanh ba
can long mot cach vo doan nhu vay, thi ¢ thé biét cai thuyét Ay ké ciru khong duoc rong. Hubng chi
song Hoang Ha ty nii Con Lon chay vé phia bac hang nghin dim, vong quanh dat Ha Hoang, phia
dong dén Long Mon, r& vé phia nam méi chay vao Trung Hoa, qua nii Hoa Son lai r& vé phia bic 1a
dat Thanh Té, méng ménh dén vai bén nghin dim. Con nhu séng Ap Luyc thi ¢ vé ' phia dong nam nui
Trang Bach, cach phia bic song Kiét Thach hon ba nghin dam. Néu ngudn song Ay ma thuc 1a phat
nguyen tur nai Con Lon thi phai chay vé phia tay song ay, phia bac song Nhuogc Thuy, vong quanh Tay
Vuc, Mac Bic, Dong Di r61 sau moi chay ra bé, udc chirng qua ba phia : dong, bac va tay nudc Trung
Hoa, tinh ra dai gip miy song Hoang Ha, c6 phan hon hai van dam. Thoi nha Han c6 ngudi Truong
Khién (12) di tham cung ngudn song ay, nguoi V&, Hoic (13) vao mai neoc Hung N6, do1 nha Nguyén
lai tim ra dugc ngudn song Ay 1 chd Truong Khién chua dén noi. Vua Thanh T6 nha Minh di sang
danh Mac Bic (13), quan di chd nio trong ra bon bén thi sao Bac Pau déu ¢ phuong nam. Nam
Khang Hy doi nha Thanh c6 ngudi phung sir di 1én phia bac, chd y thudc vé Bac Hai, nudc bé két lai
thanh bang, trong hinh nhu ngoc quynh dao, budt dén tin xuong, khong thé dén gan dugc. Nam Kién
Long, c6 quan Hung Chu sy di kham xet dat Tay Vuc, vong quanh dén hang dim. Pham nhirng viét
kham xét trén ay, chua timg nghe noi ¢6 di qua song Ap Luc. Ma trong cac sach dich vé dia Iy & ‘Tay
Nhung, Bic bich, cting khong thay c6 tén song ay. Chi 6 bo Nt Chan, b That bat va nudce Triéu
Tién vé phia bic mbi c6 con song Ap Luc, thé thi song 4y khong phai phat nguyén tyr nii Con Lon. Chi
vi cac doi Kim, Nguyén, Thanh gan day, lay nui Trang Bach 1am t6 son, nhirng nha phong thuy tuong
rang nui 4y, long khi chung duc sinh ra nhirng dang quan chu thong nhit duoc ca nuée Trung Hoa, nhu
thé khong phai 12 mot chi long tam thuong, nén méi ghi rang mach phat ra ty nii Con Lon, ma nudc
chay theo nui.



(1), (2) Ban dich viét 1a Cam Toan, Tich Giang.

(3) Khu vuc Tay Duong khong thiy cé trong ban dich.

(4) Ban dich viét ... dai dat Van, qui”.

(5) Ttc doi Lé Thanh Tong (1460-1497).

(6) Tri gido xwong minh 1a chinh sy va nén gido hoa dang thoi thinh virong,
(7) Kinh & 14 tai tri nuéc.

(8) Y di 12 bo bo.

(9) L& chi 1a qua vai.

(10) Huong phu 1a ¢6 ct dung 1am thudc.

(11) Ban dich viét 1a Chu Khai Pinh.

(12) Truong Khién, nguoi doi Han, thuong di st & cac nude phia tdy bac Trung Qudc bay gid goi 1a
Hung NoO.

(13) V&, Hodc tirc Vé Thanh va Hodc Khir Bénh 13 nhitng twéng doi Han c¢6 cong danh Hung No.

(14) Phia bac sa mac.



DEM RAM THANG TAM

Day hoc & Khanh Van vira dugc mot nam, vao khoang mua thu nam Ky Mui (1799), ta sép stra trd vé
kinh. T6i hém ram thing tim, ta cting véi 6ng T nho sinh & Khénh Van, dng Hoang nho sinh & Pai
Cai (1) cung hop nhau ¢ mét quan tro troi trén go lang. Chung nira dém, c6 hai ba nguoi twong tri tur
lang Nhi Khé lai choi, cting nhau pha ché ubng ngdi ban chuyén. Khi ay trén Ha Han (2) quang may,
dudi bong cay rop dat, trong xa ra nhirng lang x6m Dudng Hién bén song Nhué Giang, thay c6 chd d6t
phao thing thién, 16m d6m nhu sao sa bay lung chirng trdi. Cac anh em ban trong 1én cuing nhau ca
cudi, dén nay nghi lai tinh thin van con phang phit.

(1) Ban dich viét 1a Nguyét Ang, Pai Ang.

(2) Ha Han tirc ngén ha, chi bau troi.



BAN VE AM NHAC

Sach Lé ky noi ré‘mg am nhac hop véi hoa khi trong troi d4t, thé thi Am nhac cling rat quan h¢. o1
thuong c6 da ché ra luc luat, luc 14, ngii thanh, bat am, dén doi nha Chu thi day du hon. Nha Tan day
1én d6t mat Kinh Nhac. Vua Cao to nha Han khong chudng vin hoc, Thiic Tén thong, Thich phu nhan
chi bia ra nhirng tiéng dam ta, tho tuc dé ninh nha vua. Cb nhac tir by gio khong con biét dua vao dau
ma ly hoi dugc nira. Song, ong ho Co Tap nodi tleng (1) nhiing nha nghé 4m nhac Van con gitr duge
chirc nghiép. Dau khong biét hét dugc cai ¥ ché tac ctia co nhan, nhung 4 am thanh, tiét tau van chua
bién mat. Trong nhitng ké tri tu¢, hoa hoan c6 nguoi do biét duge cai mdi thira, nhu 13 tiéng dan gd
vong cua Ba D1, Tiéu Vi (2), khae hat Ngu Duong cua Chinh Binh, khuc dan Quang Lang cua Ké
Khang, khtic sao Tam 1ong cua Hoan Y, do déu la nhirng &m nhac ai nghe ciing 1y 1am khoai tra. Vé
sau, hoc gia that truyén, sai mat ca ban linh. Ong khong hau thi tiéng bi phan, dan ty ba thi giong ai
oan, lai pha thém nhiing tiéng kén ho, tréng ro, thi hing hai khich liét qua. Pén cudi doi Tan, Nguy, ro
Chi Khuong 14n dat Trung nguyén, thanh 4m ctia Trung Hoa chi con & phia Giang ta. Nhung khén ndi,
vé doi Tong, Té thi tan man, doi Tran (3), Luong thi ddm bac, doi Tuy lai dam loan té hon. Pén doi
Puong méi sai TS Hiéu Ton dinh nhi nhac, chép & trong sach Puong chi ¢6 60 di¢u, 84 thanh, cling
hoi di1 cai 1¢ nam chinh, hai bién. Song nhirng khtic Pai thyce, Quy tur thi 14n ca tiéng ro moi, nhitng
diu Thién 1 (4) thi dong dén dao quy than, con nhirng d6 nhac khi thi 13n 16n nira HO nira ‘Han, khong
duoc hoan toan. Truyén vé sau lai dit ra khuc V& Mi Nuong, Tang Piéu Vi (5), Tir Van Hoi, Vil Lam
Ly cung 1 nhitng khic 4m nhac Thién triic, So lic, nhitng bai tir Sac ké, Khuat thac, khong thé ké xiét
duoc. Chinh thanh dén day khong con gi nita. Pén doi Ngii Qui (6) gip budi binh dao loan lac, ho Da
Luat (7) cudp sach ca nhitng sach v& ctia cac doi ghi chép vé khoa Am nhac. Nha Sai Chau méi suu
tam lai, nhung ciing khong dugc du. Vua Thai T6, Thai Ton doi nha Tong khong luu ¥ gi dén 4m nhac.
Nhitng nha ban 1am nhac, hodc ké thi chic bing vé dng ngoc dich, hodc ngudi thi chuyén chu vé nghé
tho khué (8), nguoi thi bao theo thudce cd, ké thi bao theo thudc kim, khéng biét nén theo dudng nao.
Sach Nhac Chi, Nhac Thu, moi sach chep mot khac. Lai nhu cach phan cy ly theo bang hat gao nep,
cai 10 tron chan theo nhu 16 d6ng tién Chu Nguyén (9) Thong Bao, thi ong H6 Vién, 6ng Pham Tran lai
khao ctru mdi ngudi mot khac. Bao Thudng, Han Tan ché ra nhitng khuc quai la, cang suy xét bao
nhiéu cang lam cho sai di bay nhiéu. Cac béc tién nho nhur Chu, Trinh, Truong, Thi¢u (10) lai khong
duoc dung thi nghiém, dau c6 sach Ctru phong tan thu noi vé nhac, nhung c6 ngudi bac di, thanh ra
ban vé nhac ma khong khac gi ban vé viéc kién, chi cii 1y nhau mai.

Thanh am nu6e Nam ta khac vo1 Trung Hoa. Boi Ly, doi Tran, tip tuc hdy con chit phac. Triéu dinh
c6 tau qubc nhac ciing chi 13 truyén tap, mdi thir tiéng di mot dang, chir khong theo dip véi nhau.
Khoang nim Hong Parc (1470 - 1497) nha L&, trén c6 vua Thanh Tong 1a bac thong minh, lai co cac
quan dai than 1a cac 6ng Than Nhan Trung, D6 Nhuan, Luong Thé Vinh 13 bac hoc van uyén tham, 1am
quan tai trleu, mdi ké ctru Am nhac Trung Hoa hiép vao qudc 4m ta, dit ra hai bo: Pong Vin va Nhi
Nhac. Bo Dong Vin thi chuyén tdp Am luat dé hoa nhac, bd Nhi Nhac thi chuyén chudng nhan thanh,
trong vé tleng hat, dé thudc quan Thai thudng coi ca. Pén nhuw 4m nhac chdn dan gian thi dat Ty gido
phuong coi giit. Nh nhac voi tuc nhac khong hdn hop voi nhau. Song khong c6 quan chuyén chire,
dién c6 khong con gitr duge may. Pén nam Quang Hung (1578), vua Lé (11) chi con 14 hu vi ngéi
suéng. B Pong Vin hay bo Nha Nhac chi khi nao ¢ 18 té giao hay c6 18 triéu ha (12) gi 16n, méi
dung dén. Cho nén, con chau nha nghé 4m nhac déu that nghiép ca. Tau nhac ¢ chén triéu miéu thi chi
om som loan bay, khong con thanh ra xoang diéu gi. Tir ddy, 16i tuc nhac & chon gido phudng méi



thinh hanh, t giao miéu va 1& triéu ha hay chon dan gian té than, ciing dung nhac ay. Ké nhac cong
quen tip nhirng tiéng dam thanh, so voi xoang diéu chép ¢ bd L& nim Hong Ptrc déu khong hop. Quan
Thai thuong thi thuyén chuyen di lam chutrc khac, bon giao phuong thi cho ké cai do1 trong coi, khong
con ai stra lai nhitng chd sai 1am duoc nita ¢t nhu nudc troi gio ludt, chang ai biét dugce ngon ngudn
ra sao. (13)

Cuing c6 nguot thich choi am nhac thi lai phai theo hoc bon ca cong, bon ay dac chi, chi bia dit ra dé
lam cho nguoi nghe hoang sg. Ta thuong thay cac con chau nha thé gia phai diu 101 tuoi mit ninh not
ké ca cong, cau hoc lay giong hat, bat chudc bo di ding ctia ho dé khoe véi ching ban. Khi nhirng ké
ay dan, bon day t& dung bén hau ruou tr do bdn cot, khong cot trong ke truong thuong (14). Néu
khong c6 ngudi chinh dén lai, khong biét sau nay Iuu té dén thé nao.

Tir nay Quang Hung tré vé sau, bo Pong Vin, bo Nha Vhac ¢6 dung trong ngudng thién 16n va kén
tric nam vang 16n, cting 1a long sinh, long phich va cac dan ba day, bén day hodc muoi 1am day, 6ng
s40, trong manh mot mat, son vang, tang moéng, phach xau tién. Khi 6ng Nguyén Cong Hang vao lam
Thu tudng triéu L&, 6ng da tirng dén ca hai bé Nhac dé hoi xét dién cb, nhung khong thé xét duge. Vay
nén sach Chinh Hoa hoi dién néi vé nhac quan rat so lugc, ciing boi thé bién khong thé xét dugc.

Am luat ndm Hong Pic thi dai luge c¢6 nhitng cung Hoang Chung, cung Nam, cung Bic, ~cung Dai
Thuec, luit Duong Kiéu, luat Am Kiéu va nhitng diéu hat Hi Nam, Ha Béc, Bat Poan Cam. Bon gido
phudng ngay nay theo théi quen goi 1am cung Hoang Chung 1 cung Huynh, cung DPai Thyc 1a Dai
Thach, Duong Kiéu 1a Kiéu Duong, Ha Nam 13 Xa Nam. Con nhirng 161 dan 1ay, hat tirng, thét nhac,
déu 1a mdi thémra ca. Lic doc tho, doc phu thi chi nhit nhanh tap nhap nhirng cau tho ngti ngon, that
ngdn ma doc, chir khong co thir tw gi. Con nhu 161 hat xua, bon gido phudng van con truyén duoc it
nhiéu xoang di€u co, luc hat lai xen giong méi vao. Tur nam Canh Hung trd vé truée, hay con it nhiéu
nguoi biét hat giong co ay, sau dén cudi doi Le, chi ¢ 4 dao gia méi hat duoc ; bat nhitng & dao non
hat thu, thi 1€ lud1 xin chiu ngay.

Quan nhac do1 Lé so ¢6 bd kén tréng linh ky, thudc vé cac co vé. Lai ¢co quan ba linh cAm tréng ngil
quan. TUr doi Trung hung vé sau, moi dit riéng ra mot nhac do1 ba linh, riéng bon linh trong phu Trinh
gitr. Chén quan phu va ngoai dan gian c6 vi€c tang t& déu dung doi ba linh ca. Con bon nhac cong
DPong Van, néu khong c6 dic chi thi khong dugc dung.

Nhitng 16i nhac ca tir doi Puong, Tong tré xudng chia ra hai 16i 1a Van ca va Ban hi. Van ca 13 nhitng
ké ¢ x6m chg di theo xe dai du (15) ma hat nhitng giong bi ai tham thiét, ciing nhu doi ¢6 hat khiic Phi
16, Cao 1y (16) dé viéng nguoi chét. Ban hi 1a nhitng con hat ¢ giao phuong v& mat lam tro, dién
nhitng sy tich cac nuée va doi Tam Qudc, tirc nhu doi cd ¢6 nhirng thang ltn cha kép ra lam trd mua
vui cho quan khach. Tu doi Nguyén, Minh tré xuéng, duy c6 16i Ban hi 14 thinh hanh. K¢é vin nhan tai
tir thuong tuy chuyén ma v& voi thémra cho thanh vd, dé noi 18n cai khi bat binh uat trc, nhu v tudng
Tay suong, Ty ba, Mau don dinh (17) va cac truyén tiéu thuyét c6 kim, rat nhiéu khéng sao ké xiét.

Nudc Nam ta tir doi nha Ly, c6 ngudi dao s nha Toéng bén Trung Hoa sang day dan trong nudc maa
hat 1am tro. Tro tubng & nudce ta cling 12 loai ban hi (18) bat dau tir day. Sau nay bon gido phuong maéi
bay thém 161 hat Bat doan cam tuc am, goi 1la Bat doan.

Triéu nha Tran hé c6 qudc tang, luc sip rude tir cung (19) dén son ling dé an tang, dan sy phd



phudng xiim quang lai xem, vong trong vong ngoai chat nich ca chdn dién dinh, khong thé ruéc di
duoc. Nguoi dep dam mdi bat chudce 16i vin ca doi cd, dat ra khiic hat Long ngdm, hiép vao am luat,
sai quan linh di hat diéu chung quanh duong; nhan dan do x6, xam xit theo di xem, nhu thé mgi rudc
tir cung xudng thuyén duoc. Doi sau bat chude 1am 16i hat van, mdi ndm ctr dén ram thang bay, nhitng
nha tang gia cho goi phuong hat dén hat, dé gitip 18 té ngu (20). Tiéng hat bi ai, nghe rat cam dong, tuc
goi la phuong chéo boi.

Khoang nam Canh Hung, phudng hat chéo boi méi pha thém 16i tudng, cling dong vai trd vé mit ra
mua hat dua cot, khong khac gi ¢ hi truong. Cac nha tang gia hay dua nhau muon phuong chéo dong
tuéng dé khoe khoang. Cac quan chinh phu ghet hung 1& 1ai dung 1an 16n ca cat 1&, bén nghiém cam, da
hon mudi nim. Dén nim Canh Tuét (1790) lai thiy dan gian bay tro hat bdi 4y. Cac con nha lwong gia
tr d€ co6 nguoi bo ca chuc nghiép di theo hoc hat, khan 4o dang bo nhu dan ba, thuong khi ¢ nha cling
nghéu ngao tap hat cheo, trude mat khach cling khong then tho gi ca. Lai con tro danh bac, choi ga sinh
ra nhan nhan. Tap tuc dén thé that dang budn!

Nhitng d6 nhac khi gido phudng c6 mot cai dip bang tre gia, hinh dep, dai 6 ba bdn thude; khi cac
nhac cong du réi thi mot muy gia go dé lam nhip cho céc tiéng am nhac. Con nhu nhitng cai tric dich,
yéu cd, d6i cam, dich c6 thi mdi nguoi quan gido (kep) cam mot cai. Trac dich tyc g01 la sao, thuong
phai hoa v6i cac tleng am nhac, chtr khong hay thoi mot minh, vi thoi sdo it nguoi gioi. Yéu co tuc goi
la trong com, tang trong nhu cai thing nho ma dai, lac sap dung thi phai x0a com nép vao hai mat
tréng cho nd 4m tiéng, hai bén tng hoa vai nhau. Dich quan tuc goi la quyen nhi, hoa véi céc tiéng Am
nhac hay thoi mot minh nghe ciing hay. Pdi cam tuc goi 1a dan day, cling giong nhu dan tau ba day,
nhung day nd vuéng, doc dan dai, trén doc gan mudi sau phiém, so v6i dan ba day ciing hoi khac. Khi
kép ra hat thi 14y day lung diéu treo dan ngang lung de gay, cung vo1 a dao xudng hoa, tuy theo giong
hat 1én Xuong, mau khoan (g nhip v&i nhau; nhung tiéng dan tram, khong thé cao hon tiéng hat duoc.
A dao thi cAm phach tuc goi la sinh, lai c6 ca phach quan tién tuc goi la sinh tién, déu danh dé do
giong hat. Lai c6 trong dan dién c6 1a trong manh mot mit, tang tréng nhd va mong, son son thép vang,
khi a dao moi 1én chiéu hat hay ltic ubn éo maa may, thi danh trong ay, tiéng kéu lung bung, bap bung
rat hay.

Pai luoc cac thir Am nhac khong giéng bén Trung Hoa, nhung ciing c6 tiéng cao, tiéng tram, tiéng
trong, tiéng duc, du ca ndm cung bay thanh, khong gidi 4m luat va khong hiéu chd khac nhau vé tap
quan cua phuwong Nam, phuong Bic, sy han ché vé phong khi ctia niii song, thi khong thé biét hét
duogc. Xem d6 du biét thoi xua ciing da nghién ctru vé dudng nhac lam.

Hat ¢ trong cung, tuc goi 12 hat cira quyén, giong hat uyén chuyen diu dang, thanh nha hon giong hat &
ngoai chdn gido phudng. Nhung Am ludt ciing khong khac may. Co cai trac sinh dé cam dip, tuc goi la
dan kho, hinh nhu cai thung vudng, trén rong dudi that lai, giong nhu cai moc tric d6 nhac khi c9, trén
mat thung ken lién tirng miéng tre gia nhu bac thang giuong, lay hai céi dui gb nhip thi tleng kéu lac
cac. Lai ¢ th dan cam cing day thép dai giéng nhu dan sat, hai bén dan kham xa cir hay d61 mdi. Co
thir dan chin day, tuc goi la dan ctru huyén, c6 thir dan bay day, tuc goi 1a dan that huyén, co thir dan
tranh muoi 13m day, giy bang mong tay bac, hay 14y cai tam sdy g6 1én day, hoa voi cac thur tleng nhac
khac goi la bat am, ki thyc khong phai tiéng bat Am doi c6. Giong hat ¢ trong cung diu dang, uyén
chuyen ta xem trong gido phuong gay dan kha khu6n phép nhung am luat lai khong hop nhau lam (21).
Pdi ¢6 chi c6 ong Nguyén Si C6 doi nha Tran gay dan c6 cam rat hay. Ong ta giy dan trude hét dao



day dan rdi mdi vao khiic dan, dai khai co thé tudong twong ma hinh dung ra duoc.

Doi ba linh c6 du ca trong md, lai ¢6 ca trong phong yéu ¢, giéng nhur tréng com, nhung mot mit hoi
to, gitra thit lung ong; tiéng kéu nhe 1a "tam", ning 1a "bong", tuc goi 1a trong tim bong. Lai c6 cai xuy
quan, tuc goi 1a kén, 1am bang dng sy, so vo1 dich quan cua bon giao phuong thi hoi ngén 6ng doc &
gitra 1a mét cai doan tric khoét bay 16, thoi thanh bay tleng, duéi chip thém céi loa bang dong hay
ghép bang tre, miéng dudi loe ra, gan son tir té, tirc 1a kiéu kén thwong ma doi cd. Co cai tleu Xuy
quan, tuc goi la ken tiéu, 6ng doc chi khoét nam 15, khong c6 miéng loe. Con cai trung quyén xuy quan
tuc goi 1 kén to sau, chi 1am bang dng sdy ma thoi.

Noi tom lai, pham tAu nhac & ton miéu, thanh Am phai cho trang nhi; nhitng luc dua don dan rugu, 1én
xudng chic hd, phai tuy 18 ma dan hat cho hay. Con nhu lac t& dam ma thi phai cho thé tham. Am nhac
phai tuy mdi luc mot khac. Bay gid, nhitng ngudi tp nghé thoi kén hay lam nhitng trd qui quai dé cho
thé tuc khen, nhu ltic ddm ma thoi kén th, bat chude giong dan ba tr¢ con khoc loc ké 1&, ngudi nghe
lay 1am thich v, lai thuéng cho. Oi! Am nhac chu hoa, cot phai hop 18, thé nio trang nghiém, ltc nao
thé tham, luc nao dugc nhap di¢u la hay. Con nhu tiéng rén 11, giong nghéu ngao, khac nao tleng khoce

tiéng meu sao khong dé ngudi khoc cho ma nghe, lai phai thoi kén bt chudce 1am gi? Thé chang phai
sai mat cai ¥ c6 nhan di u? D6 13 tai khong ¢ quan chuyén trach, cht trach chi nhitng bon thg kén!

Tiéng ty nhién trong khoang troi dat c6 nim thanh 1a: cung, thuong, gide, chuy, vii cing véi tiéng bién
cung, bién chuy nita la bay thanh. Am hudng tiéng néi nudc ta khac han Trung Hoa, song cung dan ta

cO nhitng tiéng : tinh, tinh, tinh, tinh, tung, tang, tang; giong ken c6 nhiing tiéng : ti, um, bo, tich, tot, to,
te, dai lugce cling du ca bay thanh.

(1) Ban dich chi ghi “nhirng nha nghé 4m nhac”.

(2) Tén Tiéu Vi khong thiy chép trong ban dich.

(3) Ban dich viét doi Tan.

(4) Ban dich viét 1a Tién Lu.

(5) Ban dich viét 1a Tang Diéu.

(6) Ngii Qui tirc thoi Ngii dai thap quoc (Nam doi mudi nude) ¢ thé ky thir X.
(7) Da Luat 13 ho ctia ngudi Liéu. Ban dich viét 1a “ho ra luat”.

(8) Nghé tho khué: nghé dung nhitng dung cu riéng dé do bong mit troi, tim hiéu cac 16p dat (c6 tir
doi nha Chu).

(9) Chu Nguyén khong thiy viét trong ban dich.

(10) Chu Hy, Trinh Hao, Truwong Tai, Thiéu Ung 13 cac nha nho doi Tong.



(11) Tirc L& Thé Tong (1573-1600).

(12) Tirc 14 nhitng 1& vui nmirng & triéu dinh.
(13) Poan nay khong thay trong ban dich.
(14) Poan niy khong thiy trong ban dich.
(15) Xe dai du 1a xe dam tang.

(16) Phi 19, tén khuc hat vi doi ngudi nhu hat swong trén ngon co. Cao 1y ciing 1 tén khic hat, tro vé
cho dat chon nguoi co ram.

(17) Tay Suong ky ctia Vuong Thyc Phu cudi doi Nguyén dau Minh; Ty ba ky ctia Cao Minh (13052
-13597?); Mau don dinh cta Thang Hién T6 (1550-1616), la nhirng vo kich c6 tiéng trong van hoc
Trung Quoc.

(18) Theo ban gdc.

(19) Tir cung 12 quan tai gb thi ctia nha vua.

(20) Té ngu: 18 t& yén vi sau khi chon.

(21) Poan niy khong thiy trong ban dich.



BAN VE LE

Ong Chu ttr (1) giai thich chit "1&" rang 18 1a tiét van cua 1€ troi, phép tic cua viéc ngudi. Pham
nhirng diéu nhan sinh vt dung lam ra déu c6 phép tic, dang thanh nhan mdi theo thtr tr ma bay ra hinh
thirc; chang mot 18 nghi gi khong hop vo1 1€ thién nhién, chir 6ng thanh khong phai cd y bay datra dé
cho nguoi ta kho hiéu dau. Ttr doi trung co trd xudng, doi bién, thoi doi, nén phai tiy thoi ma lam
chinh tri (2), can ct theo 1& c6 dé thi hanh ra doi nay, c6t sao cho khéng trai voi dao 1y. Boi thé, tiét
muc ngdy cang thém nhiéu ra; nhitng ké ban vé 18 khong biét thuyét nio 13 phai, thim chi ngudi ta bao
noi ban viéc 1€ thanh ra noi ban viéc kién. Ong Chu tir bién tip nhitng 1& can ding cua cac nha si tha;
¢6 bdn 18: Quan, hon, tang, t&, hop véi mot thién thong 1& nita 1a nim thién, giai thuyet 10 rang, glan di,
hon ca moi nha. Nhung trong sach Van cong gia 1& (3), thi khong dam ndi dén 18 triéu dinh giai miéu,
bdi nghi rang trong kinh dién con chép du nhitng 1& ay, khong dam tir khoe 13 ban viéc 18é.

Nuéc Viét Nam ta khi thudc vé Trung Hoa van noi theo 1& nha Han, it 1au sau dan da lam sai di; lai
thém vao nhitng 1 giao cua Tay duong, va bén Lao, bén Thich, lam cho tap nhap loan xa, tir bay gio
méi trai khac ca cuu 18. Ké cam quyén nudc, bo khong xét dén, ma dung ra chinh su thi chiang ciing
1an 16n 1am u?

(1) Tc Chu Hy, mot nha nho doi Téng.
(2) Cau nay khong thay trong ban dich.

(3) Trong ban gdc khong thdy noi dén sach nay.



LE POI MU

L& doi mil it 1au nay di bo di khong lam, nhirng bac truong, au, 130, thiéu lai khong phan biét rd rang,
lac binh thuong giao thiép vo1 nhau chi lay phan vi ma ddi dai. Thanh ra, tirc gian tranh nhau, thu oan
14n nhau, ciing boi thé ca. Co ké tudi chua dung muc da lam ké bang cu gid; c6 ké tudi con ming sita
da voi leo 1én bac trudng thanh; trong hang tram, hét, quan t, lai ké sém mudn ma 14n 4t bac ton
truong; ¢ nhiing nha quan sang qui thich, thuong thay con chau nat ca cha cha; tham chi co ké ngu nhur
cuc gb ma dam kiéu ngao véi ca qubc dan, pham cach tim thudong ma dam tw cao voi d6ng bdi. Lim
13n theo thoi quen ma khong biét dau 13 phai; mudn stra d6i thi phai trd lai gbe ré modi dugce. Hodc co
ké noi "Cu theo quan 1€ thi phai doi mil va phai dung 1€ tam gia, nay tuc murdc ta quen thoi bui toc;
truy can (1) ciing 13 dat xudng thoi, birc can (2) ciing khong thuong dung dén, mi phoc dau (3) khong
phai béc si hoan khong dugce do1; con gai khong co 16i trang stre bui toc cai tram; thé ma nay dam gi
cling muén theo quan 1& doi ¢6 thi chang budn cudi 1am ru?". Piéu ndy khong hé thay ¢ nguoi doi
Puong (4). Khong phai thé dau. Doi xua, con trai con gai, néu dd qua cai tudi dé trai dao roi, thi con
trai cho doi mii, con gai cho cai tram ma day bao lay dao thanh nhan (5). Vay nén m&i dit ra 1€ tam
gia, nghia 13 1an thir nhit thi cho doi mil vai tham, 1an thtr hai thi cho d6i mii bi bién (6), 1an tht ba thi
cho d6i mil tudc niém (7). Pén doi Tong moi d6i ra mot thir truy bd quan (8), mot thir birc cin va mot
thir phoc dau, d6 ciing 1a bat chudc cai 1€ 4y, chir khong né gi ¢6 ché. Nguoi nudc ta khong doi thir mi
truy b6 quan, nhung ciing ¢ cai khin bao dinh dé vén toc; hodc co ngudi doi khin buc cin, mii phdc
dau, song khong tién cho nhitng ngudi chua 1am quan; con nhu mii chit dinh thi ai ciing dung ca. C6 18
ndo mii bién, mii mién doi ¢6 co thé bién thanh khin birc cin, mil phc dau doi Tong, ma khong thé
d6i 1am khin bao dinh, mil doi nay u? Con nhu con gai khong 6 tuc cai trim, nhung théi quen van
chit khan luot, deo hoa tai dé trang strc. C6 chi mudn giir 18 ¢6 thi bat tat phai né 18 van, chi theo 18 ¥
1a du (9). Tuy thé, day ching qua vi nhitng bac si thir hiéu c6 ma ban, chir con nhu cic bac anh quan
hién tuong déc thoi ma chin chinh thi hanh, thi khong c6 chirng han nhu thuong tinh tuc sao (10) dugc.

it 1au nay, khong may nguoi ban dén 18, chi ngudi ndo méi dd huong cong, phai theo quan chii khao
vao dién tap qua nhirng 1& nghi bai quy, con ngoai ra khong hiéu gi ca. Ta thuong thay nhitng con nha
giong do1 thé gia, ‘dung mao trong cting dep d€, phuc stre ra bo xa hoa, thé ma dén khi phai dong mii a0
vao tro t& hodc tiép tan, thi cu chi ludng cudng; c6 anh lai rut re s¢ hdi nhu c¢6 ddu mo1 trong thay me
chong, khong khoit thé tuc ho cuoi cho. Co nguo1 mudn stra chita thi lai lamra b kiéu cach déi tra,
cot nha, cudi dua, 1am cho loan mat s thuc di, khong biét rang trong lam 18 ma to ra trang nghiém
hay cau tha, du trong chdc 14t cing khong thé che 1ap duoc 1am 18i. VAy thi 18 nghi phai hoc tip mai
duoc.

Doi xua thi bai toc trén dinh dau, 14y mii bang vai thim doi 1én cho chit. Cho nén mii bién thi nhon
dau, mii mién thi dai nhu cai ong, khin doi thi 1am tring dai (11) ndi cao 1én, déu 1 1am cai chd dé
chira bdi toc. Nguoi nudc ta bd xda toc, khong can phai doi mii cao, vay mudn bién doi phong tuc thi
phai doi bac cao minh va phai 1am dan da dén hét doi moi xong duoc.

Pan ba doi ¢d van co mii dé che toc, dan ba ta thi chi dung khan lugt dé cudn toc ma théi, lac yét kién
bac ton trudng, lai xo0a toc Xuong dé lam kinh 18. Boi vua Lé Hién Tong (12) méi cho nhiing ke cung
nhan bui toc 1éch ma doi mi, kiéu mil 4y tron va cao... Lic hau thuong thi doi mi ay, luc ra tu nhac
van d6i mot thir mil tron, chit dinh, khong khac gi cac cung tin hau ¢ trong vuong phi. Con céc ba



ménh phu & ngoai dinh thi cach ddi mil chua c6 dinh ché.

Vua Dinh Tién Hoang bat dau ché ra mot thir khin tr phwong binh dinh, kiéu vudng ma trén dinh bang,
]am bang da; d6 1a mot thr quan trang, doi sau méi doi ra mii luc lang, ha thip bot phan trén, lam
bang mot thr lya, bdi bang son; d6 13 mot thir té phuc, goi 1a mil binh dinh. Lai ¢ thi mi, d6i kiéu
vuong ra kiéu tron, udn bé thang 1am bé cong, 1am thir mii thong dung khi vao triéu, goi 1a mii chi
dinh.

Khoang nam Chinh Hoa, Bao Thai (13), ong Nguyén Cong Hang c6 phan biét cac hang mti. Ma binh
dinh thi tir cong tudng cho dén ké lai si, déu ctr theo cao thap ma phan biét. Mii vua ngy théu thém chi
kim tuyen dé phan biét. Mii chir dinh chia lam ba hang: hang nhét hinh tron, dinh dau bang, dét bang
ma vi; lai nam vang bac ¢ mat trudc tran dé phan biét thir bac; hoang thuong va chaa thuong khi nhan
cu va cac hoang tir, vuong tir khi vao hau, doi thtr mii 4y. Thir hai 13 mii luc 1ang, dinh dau triing
xubng, 1]am bang sa nam, dé cho cac quan ndi giam khi vao hau dung. Thir ba 13 mii hinh tron, may
chung lai, lam bang vai thanh cat (mau xanh sAim) dé cho ké si thir, quan linh va thu lai dung. Nhung
khi gip qudc tang thi quan dai than ra coi viéc quan ciing doi thir mil mau thanh cét 4y, duy hinh thé c¢6
hot khac di ma thoi.

Mii phdc dau 1a mot thir thuong phuc cua cd nhan, thay chép ¢ do hanh lac trong vudn doc lac (14)
cua On Cong.

Vua Thai T6 nha Minh diét nha Nguyén rdi méi phong theo 161 cii ma ché ra thir mii dai triéu cho cac
quan van, hodc goi la tién hién quan. Nhung ki thuc khong phai ta theo nhu thé Trong nam Khang Hy
thir hai muoi mbt (15), dng Nguyen Cong Hang sang st Trung Hoa, tim xét co dlen nha Minh, khi tr&
vé dinh phuc ché, thi 14y mii phoc dau va 4o van cam cd tron 1am 4o mii dai triéu thong dung ctia cac
quan van v6. Con nhu lic ra thi sy va vao hau thuong, thi quan van doi khan luong, quan v6 doi khan
yén vi. 6 déu 1a tu ong Nguyen Cong Hang ché ra. Khi nho ta thuong thay cac bac tién bdi nhan cur
d6i mot thir mii bao dinh bang ma vi, kiéu tron ma dau bang, cao do mot thudc, hodc doi khan bat tién.
Nha s thtr doi khin btrc can va khin bat tién, hai thtr Ay déu khong phai 13 cong phuc. Khin bét tién
thi 1am bang doan huyén hay bang sa the, trén dinh c6 gai miy hoa clic, tét vong quanh 1én nhu thtr mil
tric quan doi cd, dai budc vong quanh tran, bo rii vé dang sau, hai bén mang tai lai c6 rii diém; d6 1a
phong theo 161 khan bao dinh ma lam cho vin vé thém ra. Kiéu khin birc can thi gap xép lai lam mot
thir khiin vudng, trong gia 1& da noi rd.

(1) Khan vai tham.
(2) Blrc can 1a doi1 toan ca kho lya dé cudn toc.

(3) Mii phoc dau tir do1 Puong lam bang sa nhu cai mii c¢6 bon dai rii xuong, sau lam nhu hinh mii
canh chuon.

(4) Cau nay khong thay trong ban dich.

(5) Ban dich viét 1a “dao thanh nhan”



(6) Mii 1am bing da 12 161 mii v&.

(7) Mot thir mil van theo vé 18 phuc.

(8) Truy bo quan 1a mii vai den.

(9) L& van 1a hinh thirc cta 18, 18 ¥ 13 tinh than cua 18.
(10) tuc sao 1a khudn kho.

(11) Trung dai 12 mot ting cao.

(12) Tec Canh Hung (1740 — 1786).

(13) Chinh Hoa (1680 — 1705) 1a nién hi¢u L& Hy Tong. Bao Thai (1720 — 1729) 1a nién hi¢u L& Du
Tong.

(14) Ttrc “Poc lac vién hanh vién d6”.

(15) Tc nam 1707.



HON LE

L& cudi dit ra tir thoi Phuc Hy, roi cac doi noi theo; 18 ché da day du ca, chép ¢ trong sach Nghi 18
(1) va Lé ky. Ong Chu Van 1 Cong tap hop va rat gon lai, luge bot nhitng chd noi vé tlen cua ma trong
vé 1€ sinh van. Pat ra lyc 18 (2), danh muyc tuy phién, nhung tir nguoi bac trung tro xudng co thé tiry
lue ma lam theo dugc. Nudc ta, tir dang vuong cong, khanh tuong cho dén cac nha si thtr, chi [am co
ba 18 1a: van danh (3), nap sinh (4) va thdn nghinh (5), dai khai 14y tién ctia 1lam chy, tht hai 13 nghi 18
phuc strc, con nhur kén chon 14y ngudi dire hanh thi it ai dé y dén.

Van Trung tir n6i rang "Dung vo ga chong ma chi ban tinh dén tién cua 1a cai dao man ro, nguoi quan
tir khong mudn budc chin vao lang y". Than 6i! Thoi 4y thuc dang thuong thay! Doi xua, nha trai
dua 18 di hoi vo, nha gai phuc thu tra 101, chu toan di lai d6i bén chi c6 mot mu méi ma thoi. Théi tuc
doi nay thi khong thé. Tur lac di hoi vo cho dén luc thanh hon, nha trai thudng moi ca ho di theo; con
gai vé nha chong thi ca ho nha gai cting di tién, bay ra hanh nghi phuc strc, dn udng linh dinh, chi ¢t si
dién mot ltic & trudc mat. Co ke vira cudi dau xong thi rudng nuong da ban sach. Ctr xét trong 18 thi
nha c6 con gai ga ché)ng ba ngay khong tat dén, 1a vi me con li biét, nh nhau; nha cudi nang dau ve,
ba ngay khong clr nhac, 1a lo dudng ndi ddi to tién, c6 ¥ dé vun gdc nhan luan va dip nén phong hoa;
khong phai khoe khoang 1am cho vui tai dep mét mot lac. Do xua, khi cudi co 18 dua mot tim da, dén
doi nha Chu d6i 1am birc hon thu, doi sau méi c6 1€ dua canh thiép; ciing 1a theo cai 1€ van danh va
phuc thu cta doi c6 ma 1am cho van vé thémra; d6 ciing 1a ¥ ¢6 nhan ddi véi doi suy vi nhu vay.
Nudc ta 1€ cudi thi chang c6 thu thiép gi ca, ma lai ¢6 tuc ching day, ching ké 1€ s6 gi, chi voi lay
tlen bac ma thoi. Cai thoi Ay thuc déng khinh bi. Lai con 1am chd dan tyc sach nhleu, nang nhe nhiéu it,
mbi noi mot khac. Tham chi ¢6 noi tré con x6m giéng cung ra don duong voi tién, dén noi phai dirng
vong cang lai dé giang giai. Co ngudi khéng mang du tién thi phai gan ca d6 dac. Thoi Ay that doi
thinh khong nén c6. Ta thuong ngo hai chir “lan giai” khong c6 nghia gi ca, tra xet méi khong hiéu.
Pén khi xem to chiéu nam Minh Ptrc nha Mac (6), moi biét trudc 1a chit “lan nhal” sau dung lam
thanh “lan giai”. Cic cong vin clia quan strc vé cho dan, ciing dung chir “lan giai”, thuc 1a budn cudi

(7).

Ctr 18 thi anh em con ¢6 con cdu khong duogc 1ay nhau. Chi c¢6 doi Tan, On Kiéu (8) 1ay con nha cd, 1a
tai doi dy, 1 gido suy doi nén méi co céi thoi ay. Thoi ay ta khong ké 1am thudng duoc, vi anh em con
cO con cau tirc 1a hang biéu than, cho nén 1é thoi & nudce ta, con ¢d con cau véi doi ban con di khong
duoc 1ay nhau. Chi c6 con cdu voi chau c6 cling co khi 1y nhau. Tuc ngan dd c6 cau: "Con cdu ma lay
chau c6/ Thoc lua day bd g10ng ma nha ta". Song ho hang than thich di lai, 1dm khi xung h6 ciing co
diéu ngang trai. Oi! L& cudi cdt 1a dé chinh nhin luan, nay 14y nhau nhu thé, thi lam loan tit ca hang
chiéu muyc (9) nha ho ngoai, ngudi dai nhi quin tir sao nd nghe ndi dén chuyén ay.

Doi nay lam ké dinh hodn viéc tang lai ma di don dau, goi la “cudi chay tang”. Thoi ay thuc 1a bai
hoai uan ly, cac buc tién hién tirng d4 bién bac di r6i. Con nhur cai thoi tién cudi khong du, bat phai
viét van khé xin cudi,  thuong sinh ra kién tung 161 th6i; nhirng ke a ay thuc 12 ké o1 nhan xau xa, khi
cudi xin chi ké dén tién tai.

Doi xua, con gai khong dugc thira huong gia tai, vay nén luc vé nha chong thi cho 1a biét ly, ba thang
méi dugce vé thim nha, chir khong duoc di lai luon. Cir theo nhu nghi 18 thi ké di an thira ty ngudi



khéc, khi dé tr& cha me minh, , phai giang phuc, nghia la bot ngay dé tang. Cac dang tién hién nghi ring
pham con gai di 1y chong, vé dé trd cho cha me, ciing giong nhu ké an thira tir ngudi ta, nén dé tro
cho cha me déu giang phuc nhu nhau ca.

(1) Ban dich viét 1a Chu 1&.

(2) Luc 18 1a séu 18, gdm 1& d6i mil (cho tudi truong thanh), 1& cudi, 18 tang, 18 té, 18 hoi lang, 18 giao
tiep.

(3) L& an hoi.

(4) Lé nap tai.

(5) Lé rudc dau.

(6) Minh Dtrc (1527 — 1529) la nién hi¢u Mac Dang Dung.

(7) Lé Lan giai la 18 cheo. Nghia chir lan nhai 12 ngin dudng, ¥ noi chwa cé tién cheo thi khong dugc
rudc dau. Néu chit lan giai 1a ¢o lan, ¢o dich thi khong co y nghia gi d6i vOi vige cheo cuoi ca. Cai
tuc ching day hay dong cira nha tho, ta thuong thiy trude dy, ciing 13 v Ay.

(8) Ban dich viét 1a On Kién.

(9) Chiéu muc 1a thir bac, vai vé.



THUA TU

Nudc ta c6 1& ngudi nio khong co con trai thi cho con gai dn thira tu; khong biét cai 16 4y co tir doi
ndo. Oi! Noi ngoai dé chia ra hai ho, khong 1€ lai hop ca than so ma ciing t&; hop té ndi ngoai nhu thé
thi loan mat luan thuong. Huong chi thé thtr cang ngay cang xa, an tinh cang ngay cang bac, c6 khi
chua dén tir dai ma cc cy to tién chi trong ngong vé hang chau tang huyen (1) v6 phuc (2) n6 cung t,
thi sao cho lau dai dugc. Hodc ¢6 nguo1 qui vé ho ban ton, thi cac cy t6 ngoai lai phai phy huong o
nha tho t6 ho khac; thé chang hoa ra quay vé céi 18 gido hai gdc da 1au doi, ma bat ép qui than him
hudng theo vé dong giong ho khac; ké nhan nhan (3), nguot quan tir nghe thay chuyén ay, ai chang dau
1ong. Bdi vay, co nhan phai cham lo vé su ndi doi; chi truong khong o con nd1 doi thi cho chi thu ké
tur, chir khong dé cho con gai ké tu. Ta thudng thiy doi gan day, co ké 1a con ré hoic chiu ngoai ma
cting du chia cua, chia rudong, c6 khi con chuc mudn tranh phr?m hon nguoi than can; khi dé trod lai ctr
theo nhu 1& thuodng, néu co phai phung dudng sém khuya, thi chau noi lai khé nhoc hon chau ngoai,
tham chi dén ndi gy ra oan thu tranh canh, chi dem ctia dwa vao ti tham ctia quan lai. Tuy cling c6 ké
an ¢ trung hau nhu ba Hira Hoan vé tham Vé hau, 6ng Tan Khang Cong dua tién Tan Van Cong, nhung
thoi doi cang ngay cang &, khong thé ké xiét dugc!

(1) Tang 1a chit (chau bon doi), huyén 1a chut (chau ndm doi).
(2) Vo phuc 1a khong phai dé tro.

(3) Nhirng nguoi giau long nhan dao.



TE TUC

Doi suy thoi €, khong sao ké Xlet' Khi nho ta thuong thay nhirng k¢ v0 lai di 14y nguoi gai goa, trudce
lay me rdi sau ldy ca con. Thoi a ay tir cudi doi Canh Hung, vé sau thé gia cling 6 nguo1 bat chude.

Oi! Con géi ctia vo chang phai vé hang con gai ctia chong u? Theo 1€, néu con gai theo me, ciing & véi
ké phu (duong) thi khi ké phu chét, nguoi con gai d6 phai dé tro mot nim. L& dit ra nhu thé 1a phong
ngira cho doi sau, rt 1a chu d4o. Thé ma cac quan duong su thiy nhirng ké 14y nhau can bay nhu vay,
lai diém nhién khong hoi dén, thwong luan bai hoa nhu vay con gi t hon! Ta bao rang nhitng ké ké phu
ma 14y ca con gai riéng ctia vo thi nén 14y cai luat loan luin ma bt tdi thit ning cling dang.



LE TE GIAO

Pan t& giao nudc ta 1ap ra tir doi nha Ly, dén doi Lé da trung tu lai. Chinh gitra dan c6 mot cai nén
goi la Chiéu su dién. Nén dién cao d6 mot truong, chung quanh xay b¢ da, bao lon da, cham khic rat
khéo. O trong, c6 xay mdt cai b¢ da dé hop té cac thin Hao Thién (2) thuong dé, Hau tho dia ky; tha
dén hai bén ta hiru 14 Thira twéng dudng, hai bén hanh lang thi t& than Pai minh va Da minh clng cac
vi tinh ta & trén troi. Tt ca cac vi than ki, cac vi dé vuong doi1 trudce déu duoc bay hang dé té theo
vao ddy. Lan ctra thir nhat vé mé ngoai 1 noi Hoang thugng thay 40, & vé bén ta; ra dén 1an cira thir
hai, & vé phia d6ng nam, 1a noi dtrc Vuong thuong ra ngy; dén 1an ctra thir ba, bén ngoai ¢6 mot ngdi
nha bay gian 1 s cta phu Tiét ché dong quan hau. L& té giao vé doi Ly, doi Trén thi khong thé xét
duoc. Boi L&, cu trong ba ngay Tét nguyén dan, chon ngay nao tot thi lam 1& té Giao. Tur Trung hung
tr& vé sau, quyén chinh vé ca chia Trinh, vua Lé chi ngdi gitt hu vi, duy té giao clng ngay thi hoi, vua
ra ngy dién Giang Vo, luc bay gid méi dan bay 10 b, uy nghi rude xach, nhan dan truyén 1am thinh
su. Cur 1€ cu thi té giao, phai chi ra mot tram bon muroi 13m quan, nim tién, nim muoi tu dong. Bo Ho
linh mon tién 4y & HO phién roi giao cho cac vién giam thira & Tu 1¢ cuc bién 1&. Ctr 1€ thi trudc vi
thuong dé, dia ky, bay 1& chay tam tai (3) va hoa qua chubi tiéu, con do61 bén ta hitu hanh lang, thi theo
thr tur giam b6t dan, do 18 khong c6 ngoc liéu (4), sat sinh gi ca. Lac té thi dat cho dung cua Hoang
thuong ¢ gitra ngy dao trong dién dinh, chd ding ctia Vuong thuong thi xich vé bén ta ngy dao, roi
dén chd dung cuia quan Tiét ché. Cac quan tir nhi pham tr¢ 1én thi ¢ ngoai 1an ctra thir nhat tam tir
pham tro xudng thi & ngoai 1an cira thir hai. Luc té rat gian luoc, chi c¢6 18 thugng huong r6i doc to
tAu, trudc sau lay tam lay ma thoi.

Tu khi Trinh Thinh Vuong (Trinh Sam) cam quyén chinh, thi ltc t giao, chiua Trinh khong dy 1am bdi
té nita. Khi ba Pai Hanh Hoang Thai hiu mat, dirc Hoang thuong (vua Lé Hién Ton) dang phai cu
tang, méi khién quan Thu tudng Nguyén Hoan vao thay lam ménh bai. Pén ndm sau, chtia Trinh Thinh
Vuong tu vao nhlep té. Nam ay thoc lta mat mua, gidc cuop tr tung, thién ha ta than d6 16i tai chaa
Trinh vao nhiép té. Xem thé du biét nhan tAim van con ton nha L&. Doi Tay Son lay bong Kinh lam
tran Bac thanh, 1dy dién Kinh Thién 1am Phan vong dai, 1dy nén Nam Giao 1am nén cau dao. Ctr hop
cac gido phudng va doi ba linh, ra day 1am 1& dao vu hodc rude twong Phat Tt phap ra bay ¢ ngoai
ctra 14n thir ba dé cau dao; 18 nghi rat 1a 16 md, khong thé sao néi duoc.

Muia ha nim Tan Dau (1801), vua Thiéu chi doi TAy Son (Quang Toan) bo Phii Xuan chay ra Bac
thanh doi Bac thanh 1a Kinh Bic, cho dap go Vién Khau & ngoai cira Liéu Thi, xdy dan Phuong Trach
& trén Tay Ho, dinh ctr dén ngay dong chi, ha chi thi t& thién dia ¢ hai noi 4y. Con nhu Chiéu Su dién
& nén Nam Giao thi ctr theo nhur 1¢ dai quang minh dién (5) & trung triéu (6) dé 1am noi cau ddo céo
yét va khi nao d6i nién hiéu thi dén dy lam 1& cdo ta. Nguoi ta thiy thay d6i nhu thé thi biét ngay 1a
triéu TAy Son sap mt.

(1) Té giao 1a té troi.
(2) Ban dich viét 1a “Hiéu Thién”.

(3) L& chay tam tai 14 1& chay cting troi, dat va nhan than.



(4) Ngay xura cing ca chau bau.
(5) Ban dich viét 1a “quang minh dién”.

(6) Trung triéu 14 triéu dinh trung wong ctia nha Tay Son ¢ Phi Xuan.



TAP KY

Lan ctra tha ba ¢ nén Nam Giao c6 mdt cai dén tho ba cong chiia Lidu Hanh, xay bang gach vuédng,
rong chung may truong, ¢ ngang trén con duong ngu dao (1). Hoi nhirng ngudi linh 1€ 6 day, ho bao
rang tir khi nha L& mat nhirng ké 14n can coi dén Nam Giao va nhiing ke dong cot lamra cai dén a ay dé
dé nit (2) khi 18n triéu thién thi tam & ddy cho doi. Lo1 noi ay that hoang duong khong nén tin. O vé
phia hitu, bén canh lan cura thr hai, c6 mot cay c0 thy, trong khoang nim Ky Dau, Canh Tuat (1789 -
1790) c6 moc ra mot cai nam to bang cai mam, ngura 18n trong thi thay duong van chang chit; moc ra
d3 1au ma khong rung, truyén 1a c6 Cdc than phu vao. Lai con mot cai giéng ¢ canh duong, bo hoang
da lau, vao khoang mua xuan nam Binh Ngo (1786) thiy c6 lira xanh ndi trén mit nude 1ap 10, cao
dén vai thudc, ba ngay khong tat.

(1) Ngu dao 1a duong vua di.

(2) Pé nit 14 con gai thugng dé.



PHONG TUC

Séng bén co lac suy di, vi nhu cude doi o lac bién déi phong tuc ciing thé. Ta khi nho, duong vé
thinh thoi doi Canh Hung, phong tuc hay con chuong vé trung hau, moi ngudi hang ngay giao tiép voi
nhau van c6 ¥ dé dang, giir théi khiém nhuong; ai 1am diéu gi xang bay chi s¢ ngudi ta biét ma ché
cudi. Pén nhirng ké hoan quan quy thich va nhitng ké con em v lai, cling chua dam cong nhién 1am
can; ¢6 ké nao khong theo 1& phap ma 1am can thi nhitng bac phy 130 nha luong gia ngam dem nhirng
chuyén ay ran con chau. Chén huong dang hop hanh va lac than thich yén am, thi chi nhitng nguoi cao
tu6i, ddu da hoa ram tré 1én, méi duge du; con trai tré tré xudng, gia c6 moi dén du ciing déu nhat
nhat lui lai cao tir. Co viéc gi ban luan thi chi bac ton truong cao tudi quyét dinh, con nhirng hang
duoi thi chap tay nghe theo. Khi lang xom vao dam xuén thu t& tu, hodc c6 goi con hat dén hat tho
than thi ¢d ban va tién thuong khong xa xi lam. Nguoi nao lam hoi qua, thi ai ai ciing cudi ma bac
rang khong phai thanh 18 ctia tién nhan. Khi nao c6 bé ban than thich qua chot, khong phai bac khach
quy hay khong phai khi dai 18, thi khong glet i vit. Ché tau gia rat re, nhung nguoi nghién che cling it;
chi ¢6 nha quyén mon thé toc moi co thé uong che tau. Khi nao c6 khach, thét ruou, chi dung cai chén
nho bing dau ngodn tay cai, uong vai chén roi thoi ngay, néu moi udng qué thi ai cting che 1a say dam.
Ta thuong nghe cac bac tién bdi ban chuyén tir do1 Long Dre, Vinh Hyu (1) tr6 v trudc, cho 1a doi
ay phong tuc con hon hau hon nhiéu, tiéc rang ta khong dugc trong thay. Tir doi chiia Trinh Thinh
Vuong (Trinh Sdm) 1én ndi ngdi, chiia mic chirng tam tt (2), chinh su cang ngdy cang nat, nhitng
ngudi ho hang ngoai thich va nhitng con em du dang déu dua nhau ngoa ngoét, doi tra dé ganh nhau;
nhirng d6 dac 1am hop khuon phép thi bién d6i cho 1éch lac di; xdng 4o dung da c6 phép tac, thi bién
cai, thém bt di; tat ca 18 do vé giao tiép, thu tac, an uéng, cu xtr, déu bi bop méo, moi ngay mdt khac,
dua nhau chudng la; néu cé nguo1 khong chiu thay doi, thi lai hiia nhau ché cudi, thim chi mudn hdm
hai va x0 d6 di. Tap tuc cang ngay cang kiéu bac (3).

(1) Long Btrc (1732 — 1733) 1a nién hi¢u Le Thuin Tong; Vinh Hyu (1739 — 1740) [anién higu Le Y
Tong.

(2) Trinh Sam hoang dam qua d6 nén méc bénh tri ha.

(3) Kiéu bac 1a bi coi thuong.



NON POI

Khi ta 1én tam chin tudi, thiy cac 6ng gia doi non ngoan xac, tuc goi 12 nén “mén giai” hay 13 nén “tam
giang”; con nha quan va hoc tro va hoc tro cac hoc hiéu thi dgi1 nén phuong dau dai, tuc goi la “non
14”; ho hang nha quan va cac 6ng gia thi d6i nén c6 chau, tuc goi 1 “ndn dau”; ngudi 16m va tré con
ddi non lién diép, tuc goi 1a “nén 14 sen”; con trai con gai, dan dng dan ba & chd kinh ky ddi nén co
chu, tré con ddi non tiéu lién diép, tuc goi 1a “nodn nhd khudn”; dan 6ng dan ba thon qué, do1 ndn xuan
16i tiéu lap, tuc goi 1a “ndn so nho”’; linh trang do1 non trao lap, tuc goi 1a “nodn cheo vanh; ngudi hau
ha va vo con linh trang d6i nén vién dau, tuc goi 1a “nén khuia”; nha su va thay tu d6i non cau dién,

tuc goi la “non mat 16™; ngud1 co tang do1 non xuan 161 dat, tuc goi la “non cap”; nguoi co tro mot
nam tré xudng doi nén cd chiu, quai may, chi c6 nha quan va nha quyén thé co tang thi d6i nén cau
dién dé phan biét. Nguot trong Thanh, Ngh¢ ddi non vién co, tuc goi 1a “noén Nghe”. Nguoi Man
Mudng & ngoai tran ddi non tiém quang dau nhuoc, hinh nhu nén khiia, dau nhon, 1am bang vo ming
nira, khac v6i ngudi moi noi. Pén khoang naim Nhim Dan, Quy Mao (1782 - 1783), quan Tam phu
bién loan, cy cong 1am can, nhiéu ngudi doi ndn vién co, dé 1an véi quan linh. Pén nim Binh Ngo
(1786), trong nudc co bién, lai bé non vién co, doi noén cau dién, ngudi co tang mot nam trd xudng,
budc quai soi trang dé phan biét. O thon qué, theo dang nén ngoan xdc ma 1am thap di, goi 14 nén toan
bi, tuc goi 1a “ndn vo bra”, thinh thoang lai c6 nguwdi do1 ndn xuan 161 tiéu; con nhirng thir non tam
giang, ngoan xac, phuong dau, c6 chau, lién diép va trao lap thi khong thdy nira.



AO MAC

Ngay xua, hoc tro va nguoi thudng co viéc cong mac 40 mau tham (truy y) dan qué mic 4o vai trang
to. Bay gi¢ thi ai cling mdc 4o thanh cat, ma mau tham, mau trang it dung. Ao thanh cat, thir nhat 1a
mau hoa minh (mau xanh sAm), thtr nhi 13 mau vi minh, sau nira la mau qui sdc, tuc goi 1a mau stng,
Néu gap qudc tang thi vuong cong khanh si déu mic mau qui sic. Bay gio, khong cr ngudi sang ngudi
hén déu mic mau qui sic ca, ma mau héa minh, vi minh thi cho 1a qué, khong dung nita. L8 cii, ¢6
tang, nguo1 ta throng méc vai to, di dau, doi non rii toc che miéng, co viéc quan vao cong nha, mic ao
qui sac, hay la ao thanh cat, xong viéc vé nha lai mic 4o vai tho. Bay gio, du khong c6 viéc cong,
cling mic 40 qui sic, bo non, dé bui toc, di ra dua cuoi ngoai duong, khong con biét xau ho L¢ cq,
ngudi ¢6 tang tir mot nam trd xudng, mic 40 trang, s0 toc, dén khi hét tré, khong dam di udng rugu che
nha ai. Bay gio thi cong nhién hop nhau an udng, khong khac gi nguoi thudng; o nguoi con biét xau
ho, ngdi riéng vao nha trong dé phan biét mot i.

Con nhu nhirng bon con nha lwong gia, bo ca nghiép nha ma di rong choi; tré nha qui thich, cay than
thé ma kiéu ngao; anh cai chu linh lai nghién ca ché tau; yen tiéc co ban co khi to hon ca vi€e tang té;
nhirng khi ho hang thét dai ché chén, tré con ciing leo 1én ngdi, cac bac ky 130 khéng dam trach mang;
c6 khi lang x6m cling nhau hoi hop an udng, tré con ciing lam om som, céc béc ton trudng ciing khong
dam bat bé; [am ke lai phai mém mong voi bon con hat, chi so n6 ché cuoi; cd ké chi khoe khoang
trudc mat, bay ra hat xuong linh dinh, tién thu lao hat xudng gip boi tién xoi thit phung tho. Tham chi
nhirng ké déd cao quan vé ¢ nha qué, chi lam don tir xui ke kién cdo, gdy thoi diéu ngoan. Co6 ke ra lam
quan ma chi t6i mat vé an cua dut, gay thoi gian tham. Lai con nhirng thoi dam bon vo6 si, hen ho nhau
0 trén song, cudp trom lung tung, bat coc nhirng ngudi budn ban. Phong tuc dén thé 1a cung! Tuy vi
nhu song bén d6i doi, cling khong ta hét dugc tinh trang.



NGUYEN NGHIEU MINH

Nguyén Nghiéu Minh tén Tuan 13 nguoi ban vong nién (1) cua ta, hon ta dén ngoai muoi tudi. Ong
nguyén la nguoi Truong Tan (2) (Gia Loc), phu Ha Hong, doi cudi Lé méi 1én ngu cu & phuong Co
Vi (Hang Giay) huyén Tho Xuong. Khi nho 46 Huong cong, sau bo Gido thy. Mua thu nam Méu Than
(1788), ong dugc di Quyén nhiép huyén Thity Pudng, nhung ching bao lau lai cao quan vé. Tinh
nguoi tram tinh ma phong dang, phong luu, thudng ra vao cac noi quyén qui, nhung ciing lai thich choi
v6i nhitng ban nha nho 40 vai, sém toi cung nhau chén ché chén rugu vui cudi. Tir ndim Nham Ti
(1792) trd vé sau, ong mGi quen biét ta, thuong ciing nhau di lai nha 6ng Hoang Hy D3. Nha ong
Hoang Hy Do dbi ctra v4i nha 6 ong Nghi€u Minh, ma ta thi ¢ phuong Thai Cyc (3) (Hang Bac) cung
khong xa may. H& khi nao ranh rdi, lai hop nhau & nha 6 ong Nghiéu Minh, buéng manh cung ngoi noi
chuyén, x0a toc dudi chan nhu anh em trong nha. T6i dén lai bay ghé ra trudc san ng01 trong trang,
pha che uong Lic bay gio, ta lru lac 6 noi co kinh, khong co6 chi cong danh gi nira. Ong Hy D6 von
con nha thé gia, gip luc bién co hét ca gia san, moi tur tran Hoa Duong 1én ¢ Kinh, khi 4y cudc doi
duong do dang, khong ai mudn luu ¥ dén nha cira san nghiép, vay nén thuong cung voi Nghiéu Minh
di lai choi boi. Mot ngay kia, ciing v6i vai nguoi twong tri dén thudng lan & Nam Vinh; mot 14t tring
moc, trong nhau ca cudi, cung nhau két 1am ban "lan xa" (4). Tir 4o, khi dém trang som gio, di lai
choi vo1 nhau ludn. Nghiéu Minh goa vo, c6 mot dira con gai toc mo1 chim vai, vin quanh quin dudi
goc. Ong 4 ay kiém duoc nhirng thir ctc: chiu sa, dam hong, hac linh, anh trao, mim m&i ddm ra ma da
tréng ¢ vé ndo nung thu sic. Nghiéu Minh sai day t trong ¢ chung quanh san. Ta khi 4y cung véi Hy
P duong ngdi choi, trong thiy dira chau gai chay le te di mic nudc tudi cuc, ta doc bon may cau tir
tuyet:

Tua hién bao tré chia noi cuc

Vén cach sinh nhai cy huyén gia,
Khen 1ii tré tho hay biét ¥,

Quanh thém tuéi nudc hoc trong hoa.

Mot 1at, lai trai chiéu gitta san, sai quat 10 pha nuéc udng, bdng nghe tiéng nhan kéu trén khong, Hy
Do c6 bai tho nghe nhan.

Thé ma chdp mat da tdm chin nim troi, Nghiéu Minh thi luu lac sang & dat Ha Bac, Hy D4 thi chiu
ngheo ngat & noi d€ kinh, con ta thi tung tich no1 tr61. Ho1 tudng lai nira ki€ép méi biét do1 ngudi tu
hop nhau khong dugce may.

Nha Nghiéu Minh khi trudc ¢6 trong lan, lac nd hoa, ta véi Hy D6~déu c6 vinh tho, dua cho nguoi
khach Quang Pong 1a Quan Thién Tri binh duyét, thi tho ctia Hy B0 hay hon ca. Ta cling c6 nhiing cau:

Lud1 ga diém diém hong chua no,

Canh sé ron ron moi biét to.



va cau:
Pep nhu Yét Cat thira hwong ngat,
Gian thac Linh Quan vang diéu tho.

Nhitng cau tho dy déu duoc Thién Tri thudng gidm ca.

(1) Ban vong nién 13 ban choi v&i nhau khong ké tudi tac.
(2) Ban dich viét 1a Tuong Tan.
(3) Bai Chuyén cii trong phu cha Trinh lai néi & phudng Ha Khiau (Hang Buom).

(4) Lan xa l1a nhom thudng lan.



PUONG ST HOAN

L& cii, ctr con nha hat xudng khong dugce vao nha hoc hiéu, thi dd ra lam quan. Tiéc rang khéng mo
rong dudng cho ké tudn di tién than, dé thu 1ay nhan tai xuat ching. T khi Loc Khé Hau (Pao Duy
Ttr) 1a con nha hat xudng, vi khong duoc ra thi, moi lén vao gitip chua Nguyén ¢ trong Nam, bay gio
nhitng ké duong sy méi hdi rang cai cach tim klem nhan tai nhu thé 13 khoéng rong. Nhung ciing chua
cong nhién bai bo 18 cii. Tur khi ba Truong quéc mau, ngudi Nhu Kinh, 1a ké hat xudng duoc tuyén
vao cung hau Tan Quang Vuong (1), sinh ra Trinh Nhan Vuong (Trinh Cuong); Bién truong cung,
ngudi A Lit, sau lai dic sing voi Nhan Vuong, nén cac ho vé gido phuong moi dugce ké bang hang
v6i cac ho nha luong gia. Sau nay, cac ho nha dai khoa hién hoan ciing thudng c6 nguoi do giong ho
hat xuéng ma phét dat 1én, nén nhitng ké si phu cliing ho giao du tw nhién, rdi nhitng nha hat xuéng
cling quén han thé hé nha minh 13 tur dau ma ra. Xem d6 thi biét thé van phong tuc mdi ngay mot khac.

(1) Con Trinh Can.



DAN

Nudec ta co thr dan day va dan tranh déu gay bang tiéng to. Dai lugc co bbn tiéng chinh 1a: tinh, tinh,
tinh, tinh, lai dat thém ba tiéng phu 14 : tung, tang, tang; bay tiéng ay thay d6i lam chu khach ma thanh
ra xoang di¢u. Doi gin ddy mdi chudng dan nguyét, do la mot thur ho cam doi cd, con goi 1a dan
Nguyen Cam (boi 6ng Nguyen Ham do1 nha Tan dit ra), gay thanh nhitng tleng xtr, xang, ho, xé,
cong, luu, G , xang; nhirng tiéng 4y ph01 hop voi bay thanh, muoi hai luat, da ké tuong o trong sach
Ctru phong tan nhac thu. Song nam béc, phong thd mdi noi mot khéc, nén it ngudi biét gy cho hay.
Khoang nam Canh Hung (1740 - 1786) c6 quan Noi dién cung phung quan tién hiru do1 1a Nguyén
Pinh Dich, mdi bién d6i ra theo t1eng nam, nghe cling hay. Nhung tiéng trong, tiéng duc 1an 16n, chua
c6 xoang diéu gi ca. Ong Vi Chi Pong, nguoi lang An Thai, cling thich choi dan nguyét, trude hoc
diéu Trung Hoa, biét ducac tleng, cac béc, roi gay ra tiéng ta, va xen thém cac bai dan day, dan
nguy¢t cua ta, tiéng ran, tiéng mém diu dang hop nhau, bung nghi thé ndo, tay gay dugc thé ay. Méi
biét cac thir thanh 4m, khong thir ndo 1a khéng théng v6i nhau dugc.



CA VOI

Ong Nguyen To6ng Trinh 1am Poc thi tinh Nghé An, luc méi dén nham chitc, ¢ mdt con cé voi chét &
bo bién, dai hon mdt tram thudc, bé ngang ciing chung bay nhiéu, quan dia phuong Ién trinh ong biét.
Ong lién cung voi dong liéu dén noi 1am bai van té. Vai nam sau, c6 mdt dong tir, _dung mao dep dg,
d6 muoi bén muoi 1am tudi, mic 4o hoc tro, dén ctra nha mon hoi thim anh Nguyén Tong Trinh c6 &
trong nha khong. Nguoi canh cira dudi di, méng "Dtra tré con nao d6 dam noi hén dén truong quan,
khong di ngay thi ta danh cho bay gio!". Lién ril tay 40, cudi ma rang: "Ta nhé ban cb nhan nén chang
quan xa x01 dén hoi tham, khong gap thi ta di, lam gi ma hung héng thé!". Nguoi canh cura lay lamla,
lién vao bam quan. Ong Trinh chinh t& 40 mi, nghiém trang ra don, thi dong tir da di xa r01 Ong lién
sai ké nha dich chay theo, cO moi trd lai. Vao ngdi yén dau day, dong tir cudi bao o ong rang: "Bay lau
cach biét, van nhé huynh 6ng, ma huynh 6ng khong nho dén c6 nhan u?". Ong tir ta, 161 bay rugu ngdi
néi chuyén. Pong tir bui ngui noi: "Toi vOi anh deu ¢ trén thién tao bi trich gidng. Anh thi sinh ra trén

coi dot, lam nén khoa giap, khong dén ndi bién mét cai ban lai dién muyc (1). Khong nhu tdi bi khién
trach, sinh ra lamloai cam ngu, ¢ trong dam bui hong bé kho, _chi lam cho doi nguo1 thém budn ba ma
thoi". Hoi ki thi dong tir ké lai rang: "T6i lic mdi bi trich xubng thi 1am chim khiéu, tinh khon ma hét
hay, gip duoc anh chang dn choi ¢ chdn d6 thanh bo ra mén tién 16n mua vé, sém tdi 1am canh, vi nhu
ngoc cung bich (2). Phai nhu thé dén hon mudi nim, 1am lic mudn 16t bo da 16ng ma thac di cho r6i.
Song nghi chua dugce muru ké gi. Mot bita kia, s6 16ng bay ra. Khi 4y, chi nhan dang pha ché di
khach, 4m chuyén chén mau trj gia dén hang trim bac. Toi bay 1én chd chiéu khach ngdi, nhay nhét, sa
ngay vao bo chén, v& tan. Chi nhin ndi gian lay xe diéu dap chét. Song Thuong dé bao toi bi trich
giang chua man han, nén lai Xuéng 1am kiép c4 voi. Puoc ba nam, t61 nghi ma tre gidn nhuc nhin, méi
nhan thuy trao ngoi 1én bo' nam phoi vay ra day ma chét. Khi ay, anh ciing ban dong liéu dén thim, lam
van te t6i; hiém rang doi dudng u hién khac nhau, khong dugc cung nhau néi chuyén. Pén khi doc bai
van té ctia anh, thi nghe ra linh co diéu tir rat hay. Nay nho Thugng dé cho mén han trich giang, duoc
vao noi hang nii tu hanh dé rdi lai bd chure cil. To6i sap duge vé chau Thuong Pé, nén lai choi céo
biét v&i cb nhan; ngay khac dugc gap nhau 6 noi tu phu thanh d6 (3), cling chang bao launira". Ong
nhan moi nghi lai choi, hoi vé budc tién trinh ctia minh sau nay thé ndo, thi nhiéu diéu khong chiu tiét
16. S6m hém sau, dong tir cdo biét ra di, 6ng chinh t& khin 4o, tién khoi ctra, thi khong thiy dau nita.
Chiang bao 14u sau, ong ciing mit tai chirc.

(1) Ban lai dién muc, y n6i van giit dugc cai dién mao cii cia minh.
(2) Ciing nghia 1a vdc tay, ctng bich 13 hat ngoc bich to bang vdc tay, ¥ ndi quy gia lam.

(3) Tir phii thanh d6 1a chdn cung dinh ctia Thuong dé.



MAY NAM PUQC MUA

Nam Giap Ngo (1774) doi Canh Hung, dang Tién dai phu ta tur Tuan phu Son Tay cao vé & phudng
Ha Khau (Hang Buom). Khi 4y thién ha thai binh, miy nim dugc mia llen cac cura hang hoa, vat gia
rat ré, mot dong kém hai cai keo duong; ma hai bat nugc ché twoi, hai miéng trau cau, gia ciing chi c6
mot dong kém. Co nguoi khong khat lam, thi 14y mot dong kém mua mot bat nudc che twoi va mot
miéng trau; banh diém tAm ciing chi vai dong. Ai vao hang com, tiiy thich an no hét strc, chi mat do
mudi dong kém ma thi.



TROM CAP

Phuong Dién Hung (Hang Ngang) va phuong Pong Lac (Hang Dao) la noi phd hang 4o, ban cac ther
to lua voc nhleu rat nhiéu. Phién cho 1a nhitng ngdy: mong mdt, mong sau, mudi mot, mudi bon, ram,
hai muoi mot hai muroi sau, ba muoi. Phién chg phuong Bach Ma (Hang Budm) ciing 1a mot chd
budn ban rat huyén nao. Nhirng quan trom cap hay thira co cuop giat, c6 khi tho tay vao tai nguoi ta
moc 1ay hét ca. Co khi ching c6 ¥ 1am cho 6n a0, d6 x0 nhau ma chay dé r01 cap boc 40 nguoi ta,
hodc khuan d6 vét hang hoa. Co khi chiing huyén truyén 1a voi 16ng ngwra s6 dé cac ngudi chg baa va
nguoi di dudng x6 nhau chay, hang hda do vat vit bira bai; lac biét 1a ching huyén truyén 1ao thi quan
ké cap da phdng hét ca roi. Mot hom, & phuong Dong Cac (Hang Bac) c6 mét ba 1on di vong manh
manh canh sao, day t& 1inh hau rAm rich, dén trudc ctra mot nha hang bac, truyen thi ty dung vong lai
dé hoi mua may chuc nén bac. Ma ca gia chura xong, ba 16n ngdi trén vong truyén va gia hiy cam chuc
nén bac dem vé dinh, trinh quan 16n xem qua, s€ dinh gia. Chu nha hang cting khong ngo' gi. Mot lat,
thi ti va linh hau len dan di hét, hai tén linh khiéng vong cling cut méat. Troi di gan t6i, chd mii chang
thiy ngudi vi gia cAm bac trd lai, nha chit m6i dén trudc vong hoi ba lon dé doi bac. M& manh manh
xem thi t€ ra 1a mdt mu 1o dn may, mu c4 hai mat, mac 4o nhiéu diéu, ng01 chém ché trong vong, mo
mang khong biét noi ra sao. Nha chii cho di tim hét moi noi, khong con thdy tim hoi dau c4, chi bat
duoc co cai vong cii nat, gia khong dang miy quan tién. Ay, nhirng 161 4n cap ltra dbi nhu thé rat
nhiéu, khong thé ké hét duoc. Cai tai gioi cua ké gian ciing 1am 16i rat budn cudi, xem thé di hiéu céi
thinh suy ctia do1 thang binh vay.



MEO LUA

Khoa thi hoi nam Nham Thin (1772) do1 Canh Hung, ky tir truong da vao thi xong. Khi ay, c6 mot mu
gia vao choi mot nha giau & phé Hang Chiéu, Pong Ha. Nhan néi chuyén den khoa thi hoi ndm nay, my
noi co quen mot 6ng dugc vao trung cach, nay mai sap stra 1a mot quan tién si tin khoa. Chii nhan méi
hoi quan tan khoa chung bao nhiéu tudi, qué quan ¢ dau. Mu noi ra rd ca, va cho biét quan tan khoa,
nha von nghéo, chua ¢6 v, dén khi dinh thi, truyén 16 xong, khong biét vinh qui thi quan tin khoa thu
xép ra sao? Chii nhan c¢6 ¥ ham mg, néi vi mu rang: "Toi c6 mot dira con gai ké cling khong dén ndi
qué mua; my c6 thé 1am mbi cho thanh ltra d6i, thi bao nhiéu tién phi ton lac vinh qui, quan tin khoa
khong phai lo gi ca". Mu lam ra b kho khan, di lai dén ba bon 1an, cudi cung moi mo1 quan tan khoa
dén choi nha pht hd Ay xem mit nguoi con gai. Chii nhan lién moi quan tin khoa nghi lai mot dém, va
cho con gai ra yét kién. My mbi xui giuc chii nhdn cho ¢6 ta tiép quan tin khoa cing ngt, dinh uéc sau
khi yét bang dd roi thi 1am 1& thanh hon. Sang hom sau, quan tin khoa xin cdo tir, chti nhin ting cho rat
hau. Tir ddy, cha nhin chi trang strc cho con gai, doi ngdy nghénh hon. Kip dén khi truyén 16 tr yén (1)
xong roi, thi mit tim chang thiy mu gia dén nita. Cha nhan lién sai ngudi nha di do héi cic quan tan
khoa tién si; khong c¢6 nguoi nao nhur anh chang ng dém hom trudce. Liuc Ay moi biét minh bi Lra, hdi
han khong duoc nita. Chuyén 4y huyén truyén khip ca kinh thanh, ai nghe ciing budn cuoi. Oi! Meo
lira 4y ciing tai quai that! Nhung ké nha giau kia khong ham md quan tan khoa, muén cho con minh
duoc 1am ba quan, cau 1ay cai phiic ma minh chang hé c6, thi du meo tai quai dén dau ciing khong thé
Itra dugc.

(D) Truyen 16 1a goi loa xudng tén nhirng nguoi dd (thi Huong goi la xudng danh, con thi Ho1 goi la
truyén 16). TG yén, theo 18, thi dd tién si thi dugc nha vua ban yén.



MONG VA SO

Mau Hién tién sinh sinh thang nhuan nam Tan Mui (1751) doi Canh Hung. X¢ét xem dau sé (1) thi cat
tinh thiu ho1 kiém dugc vai qui cach, khong may nguoi sb tir vi tot nhu thé. ~Anh hai ta trudc c6 noi
chuyén rang dang Tién dai phu ta da tirng xem s6 Mau Hién tién sinh, bao rang: “Ct nhu s tién sinh
thi danh v6i tho khong thé ven ca doi dudng, dd dai khoa thi phai giam tho, dugc hudng truong tho thi
phai giam bot khoa danh”. Nam Ky Dau (1780), tién sinh mic bénh, ta thuong dem 101 ndi trén de
khuyén giai. Xet ra, Mau Hién tién sinh, vé khoa danh thi d6 dén Huong nguyén (2) ma tho thi dén
nam muoi tudi; ké ra danh véi tho nhu thé thi ciing khong dai, nhung ciing khong ngin, ta khong hiéu 1a
tai sao.

Nam Canh Tuit (1790), ta mong théy ra xem yét bang & Quang Van dinh, thay c6 chit son son thép
vang ghi 16 t©n ong Trinh Cong Quyén d6 uu trung d¢ nhat danh, con Phan Huy Dung (3) dd trung hang

dé nhat danh, r6i dén cac tén thir hang thi nhiéu, khong thé nhé het dugc. Den khi tinh ddy, khong hiéu
ra ¥ lam sao, ma by gio thi 6ng giam sinh Trinh Cong Quyén mat d3 1au roi.

(1) Pau s6 1a tinh cac vi sao chiéu ménh.
(2) Huong nguyén tirc Giai nguyén db dau khoa thi Huong,

(3) Ban dich viét 1a Pham Huy Dung.



THAC OAN

Ong giam sinh Nguyén Doan Mat 1a nguoi Tho Cau, huyén Duy Sinh (1), tor khi nha Le mat, van & nha
day hoc. Ong c6 cai nha tranh nim gian, dau phia dong la phong vo chong ngudi con trudng, tén 1a
Doan Bat, phong phia tay la phong con trai thir. Vo chong ong giam sinh cung ba me¢ ¢ gian phong con
lai (2). Doan Bat 1y vo da 1au, nhung hai v chdng van khing khinh khong hoa thuin, ngudi vo c6 khi
b6 vé nha cha me dé dén hang thang. Dodn Bat thi sang day hoc mdt 1ang nho bén kia song, khi vé
tham nha, chi vai ngay lai sang truong hoc. Ngudi vo thuong lic ving mit, noi ra giong oan gian
chong. Vo chong dng giam sinh khong 1am thé nao duoc.

Nam Tan Dau (1801), em thir Doén Bat cu61 vg; hai vo chong nguoi em twong dac v6i nhau. Mot
hom, nguoi em thay 1an mot cai ao 16t minh cua Doan Bat trong budng Vo, lién dem ra tra. Ong giam
sinh bung lay lam nghi, nhan ltc vang ngudi, goi Dodn Bat vao trach mang sao khong biét giit ¥ tir; co
nhan & dudi gbc man khong sira mi, trén ruong dua khong xo giay (3), 12 so nguoi nghi ki. Doan Bat
hét strc bién bach 1a khong co thé, tirc vé ndi khong vién dugc ching cd gi to oan, At rc mii thanh
bénh dién, ctr chi ngon ngir lam lac mé sang that thuong, Mot hom, Doédn Bat dén nha cau ké 1¢ sy
tinh, n6i sap liéu minh tur tr && boc bach ndi oan. Cau ming 1 nodi can. Sang sém hom sau, Bat céo tir
cha sang truong hoc. Ra dén bén do Lé X4 ¢ canh lang, Bat vao nha mot ngud1 quen héi muon dao,
nguo1 nha biét Bat c6 tinh dién khong cho muon. Doan Bat bé di ra, can ngon tay tré chay mau, roi
lay cai taim tre thim mau viét vao gdc cdy gao bén bd song may chir rat to:

Nhan mac du tri ué)ng doan truong

Thir oan tu td dit Van Trudng

nghia la:

Al t6 oan nay dut rudt thay

Keéu v6i Van Truong hoa c6 hay

Pé xong, goi do sang song, dén gitra dong nhay tim Xuong Nguoi lai do vo1 vang ciru vot; khong kip,
lién chay vé bao tin cho nguoi cha thué cac nha thuyén chai mo. Mai dén chleu t6i moi mo thay Bat ¢
gitra long song sau, nguoi van ng01 xép bang tron. V6t 18n, sic mit nhu lac song, chi co dau ngdn tay
bén phai thi thay can dap nat ra. Ong giam sinh khoc 16c thuong x6t, 16i sai nguoti liém chon. Nhing
chit mau Vlet o goc cay gao to bang ban tay, ctr lac bong mit trdi chiéu vao thi sic huyét d6 bing 1én.
Nguoi ¢ gin day so dén tai quan, dem rira cao di, mdi méi sach.

Ta nghe chuyén trén nay, 1y lam quai la. Sau gio ngudi con trudng quan Ly Tu Giang, nguoi Lé X4,
mdi hoi ki lai, déu hop v6i diéu minh nghe. Hoi lai duyén cé thi c6 ngudi bao: cai 4o 16t minh ay 13
nguoi em dau cat nham. Hodc c6 nguoi bao vo Bat ¢d lam ra thé, khong biét c6 phai khong? Oi!
Nguoi doi, nhitng ké mii cao 4o dai, dung ngé)i chirng chac, mom van doc sach thanh hién; van chen
nhau trong hang mii 4o, ngay thuong vo sy van ty nhan minh la bac dao hoc, tur dac 1a ngud1 danh
gido; gap phai su bién, mot mit mot con, mot sdng mot chét, thi thuong thuong tlen thoai ho d6, mat ca
sO ctr (4). Doan Bat la mot anh chang thiéu nién so hoc, thé ma khong chiu cai t1eng loan luan lam nho
ban danh dy, danh liéu minh v&i dong nudc trong, ngudi doi nhur thé thi con ai lugng duoc.



(1) Ban dich viét 1a Duy Tién.
(2) Poan niy khong thiy trong ban dich.
(3) Y néi phai giit gin ¥ t&r, néu khong d& dé bi hiéu 1am.

(4) Y n6i chang c6 chimg ctr gi ca.



KHOA CU

Triéu nha Ly khai khoa, thi c6 khoa tam gido, khoa thai hoc sinh, cling c6 ca khoa tién s1. Khong nhitng
thé, lai con co 1€ tién ctr nhirng nguoi hién ra 1am quan. Pén doi nha Tran ciing thé; , nhung so voi cac
khoa khac, chi c6 khoa tién si 1a chon duoc nhiéu ngudi hlen tai hon ca. L& tién triéu, tir nam Hong
Prc trd vé sau, chi chuyén trong khoa tién si 12 khoa cht yéu dé chon hién tai. Nha Mac ciing 1am theo
thé. Poi Lé trung hung khoang hai tram nim, nhitng nguoi d6 khoa tién si van tu xem minh 12 bac
thanh cao; con nhitng ké van tai vo lugc lam nén dén cong tudng ma khong biét tu trong la badi tai thé
bién. Pau doi Trung hung, ¢ cu Phung Khic Khoan da 1a bac cong than tham muru chdn co mat, tirng
gilr nhirng trong chirc & cac bg, cac tu, ma con phai ha minh Xuéng chén truong thi, cu léy do dai
khoa méi cho 14 vinh. Ong Luong Hiru Khanh, su nghiép vin chuong ciing xuyt xoat vdi Phing cong,
chi vi khi con ¢ bén nha Mac, bj cac quan bo L& 1am chi khao dé nén, khong chiu vao thi Dinh, nén
khong d6 dai khoa. DPén khi vé theo Lé triéu, trai qua nhitng churc trong yéu, thé dién d3 ton roi, nén
6ng khong thém ganh dua véi cac nha cir tir nita. Cac nha chép st nghi rang ong khong phai 1a bac dai
khoa, lugc bo khong chep du. Khong co gia pha nha ho Luong va khong co cac tip da st riéng cac
nha chép lai thi tén tudi cua Lrong cong khong khéo ciing theo voi bon ciru thin ngdi khong in hai
cling mai mot hét thay.

Sau ndy & Mo Trach c6 ong V& Duy Chi, & Thanh Lam c6 6ng Nguyén Dinh Phai déu 1a bac danh than
mot thoi, ma xem & trong st khong thiy néi dén mot chit sy trang gi ca. Cac ngudi da dung tén trong
s6 dai khoa van noi theo tip quéan cil, dan dan co cai té tw phu la bac thanh cao nhu cudi doi nha
Pudng. Pau doi Canh Hung, c¢6 6ng Ngd Thi Si (1) noi t1eng la bac hay chir, bi bon quan duong tho1
ghen ghét, khi dén thi Hoi, cac khio quan do xét, hé thay quyén nao giong van hoi giong thi bao nhau:
"Quyén nay han 1a khau khi Ngo Thi Si", thé 13 ho hét stre bo1 moc danh hong di. Trinh chia Nghi T6
(Trinh Doanh) biét c6 cai thoi t& Ay, nén khi thi ctr xong rdi, truyén dem quyén hong cuia Ngb Thi Si ra
duyét lai. Cac khao quan bay gio nhiéu ngudi bi truat phat, nhung Van khong cam chi dugc cai t€ ay.
Khoa Binh Tuét (1766), Ngb cong bi bénh ta, vao thi truong dé ta, ¢ 1am qua loa cho xong quyén.
Khao quan cham quyén, bao: " Quyén ndy, kim vin thi luyén dat lam, dang la van hoi nguyén, nhung
van khi hoi yeu, khong phai giong van Ngb Thi Si". Cham dén quyén 6ng Nguyén B4 Duong, lai bao
nhau: "Quyen nay, van khi manh mé khac thuong, glong giong van Ngb Thi ST, nhung kim van lai kém,
Thi ST tit khong 1am nhu thé". Vi ho ho d6, khong biét dinh quyén ndo 1 vin Ng6 Thi ST ma danh
hong, nén Thi ST m&i chiém hoi nguyén. Khi Trinh Tinh Vwong (Trinh Sdm) tong théng qubc chinh, c6
6ng Pham Vi Khiém (2) c6 tiéng 12 ngudi van hoc gioi, dugc chia biét tén. Nhung 6ng ay khi nho hay
khi khai trai nguoc voi doi, cac quan chu khao & L& vi hé thiy quyén thi, ddnh hong, cling giéng nhu
ong Ngo Thi Si. Khi d3 dimg tudi, hoc nghiép cang thim thay, vin chuong éng d6i han 16i cii. Khoa
thi nim Ky Hoi (1779), 6ng doi tén 1a Pham Nguyén Du; ky d¢ nhi co mot quyén giong vin hoi phong
ting, cac khao quan bao nhau: "Quyén ctia Vi Khiém day roi", ben cung nhau chi trich danh hong.
Thanh ra khi yét bang, van co tén 6ng. Ky d¢ tam cling co mot quyén nghi 13 quyen cua ong ma danh
hong, nhung quyén cua 6ng van khong sao. Ky dé tir thi viin 6ng Pham Nguyen Du thuan ma gian di,
van 6ng Pham Quy Thich (3) thi rong rai ménh mong, khi cach hai quyén van khong gidng nhau. Quan
truong nghi phé quyén van 6ng Pham Hoa Duong (4) 1€n dé nhat. Ong Nguyén Ba Duong lai tro quyén
6ng Pham Vi Khiém, nguoi Pang Dién ma ndi rang; "Quyen nay 101 van gian c0, tham 4o, khong phai
béc lao su tic nho, khong lam duoc, nén dé 1én trén". Pén khi tién 1én Trinh Vuong phu thi thanh ra
quyén 6ng Pham Ping Pién d6 dau, ma quyén 6ng Pham Hoa Pudng dd thr hai, qua nhw 101 6ng



Nguyén B4 Duong liéu dinh. Ong Nguyén B4 Duong dim chin ma ring: "Khoa gidp von c6 so6 ménh,
khong thé 1y strc ngudi ma tranh duoc". Nhitng khoa trudc, quyén ong Pham Ding Bién bi danh hong
phan nhiéu tai ong Nguyen Ba Duong hét strc bai bac, bay gio lai cir khiang khang mudn 1ay quyén ong
Pham Pang Dién 1én d6 dau, xem thé thi con tao ciing khéo tréu nguoi that!

Ba chinh phi chia Trinh c6 ngudi em tén 13 Mau Dinh von 1a ké tam thuong. Ba phi mudn cho du vao
hang van than; gip ky thi hoi, c6 mat bao ké lai phong xép chit soan hiéu ctt quyén ctia Mau Dinh danh
dau vao. Lai din quan noi truong phai dé y tang béc cho, néu kém lam khong 1ay duoc thi doi khi co
chi Chiia mo rong dudng cau hién, phai dem quyen ay dang trinh. Ky dé tr xong r01 bao nhiéu quyén
thi trang cach déu dem tién trinh ca, duy quyén cua Mau Dinh thi khong co trong s6 ay. Ba phi bén xin
v6i Chaa rang "Vige thi cir ma cu lay mure thude 1am han, sg khong dugc rong. Xin chia cho lay
nhirng quyén van chuong uan stic dem tlen trinh, dé thlep rat 1y mot quyén cho rong duong cau lay
nhan tai". Chia ciing né y ba phi nén truyén dem quyén 1én trinh cho ba phi rat. Ba phi nhim vao
quyen c6 danh dau ma rat lay, 01 lui vao bao ké cung giam tin cho Mau Dinh ctr viéc stra soan tiéc an
mirng. Dén khi dén quyén lai dé yét bang thi té ra 1a tén Vo Huy Dinh. Ba phi l1ay lam quai la, méi hoi
ke lai phong. Ke lai phong thua rang: "Khi nhan 161 dén, tam than hoang mang, nho khong dugc ranh,
khi soan quyen chi nh¢ dan tén Dinh, nén dem quyen ay danh dau, khong ngd lai hoara lam lan" Ba
phi than thd, 1ay 1am la. Khi Hoang Ngii Phiic cam quyén cling c6 mot chuyén giong nhu thé, tiéc rang
ta khong nhd dugc ho tén.

V6 Miéu, nguoi Lién Tri, khi nho hoc t01 tam, sudt ngay nhai nhai chi dugc mdt trang gidy, ma van cb
stre hoc mai khong thoi, vé sau ciling ndi tiéng van hoc trong thoi dy. Nhung vin chuong ong ngheo
nan, viét sudt ngay van thuong khong du. Khoa thi Hoi nam Mau Thin (1748), vao den truong dé tu,
ong déu gip dau bai nhd ca, nhung viét khong kip, phai t61 xdm moi nop xong quyen ma di ra. Ve nha
trg, co1 4o ra nghi, xem lai, thi ra dé nop nhiam quyén nhap, con quyén c6 dong dau Van 0 trong ong.
Béy gio ngdi than tho an han mai, sau dem nhirng doan van lam ban ngay ra nhuan sdc, viét lai tinh
tuom vao quyen c6 dong dau. Troi gan sang thi viét xong. ROi chop mat, ngh mii dén troa moi tinh
day. Xem trong 6ng quyén thi quyén van c6 dong dau dy khong thiy dau nira. Trong bung hoang mang,
chi s¢g bd Iﬁ doi quyen co dau thi khong lay dau ma tra lai duoc. Bang hoang lo s¢ dén dam bay ngay.
Pén khi yét bang thi thdy huyén truyén rang & Lién Tri c6 V6 Miéu dd hoi nguyén. Ong van khong tin,
sau dén dinh Quang Vin xem yét bang, qua nhién c6 tén minh that. Ong vira ming vira kinh ngac,
khong biét tai c¢& sao. Co ngudi bao: “nha dng ba doi khong nudi méo cho nén duge cai bao on ay”,
chang biét co phai khong.

Nguoi Lai Thach 1a Nguyén Quynh, em 6ng Tham hoa Cong Oanh. Khoa thi Ho1 nam Nham Thin
(1772) vao ky d¢ tir xong, ndp quyén ra v€, 6ng tham doi xem quyén nhap, thi t¢ ra nop nham, van con
luu quyén c6 du lai. Dém hom Ay, ong lai demra stra chira, sang som lién dat quyén ay vao tay 4o va
dem theo vai muoi lang bac di ra vo van ¢ ngoai cura truong, lo lang, chua blet muu tinh ra sao. Mt
tri dd xé chiéu, gip mot nguoi linh hoi, ¢o viée gi ma vo van ¢ day, cu not, néu co thé thi giap do
ho. Ong moi noi thue. Nguoi linh hon ho bao: "Viée a ay rat dé, dé toi gitp ong".  Nguoti a ay lién nhan
lay quyén ma tra lai bac, dan 6ng rang "Sau khi ra bang, c6 nho den t6i thi ctr dén phuong Pong Xuan
ma hoi tham nha t6i 1a di, can gi phai cho vang bac". Noi roi, di mat. Qua nhién, ong dugc vao tring
cach, d6 dai khoa. Sau 6ng co dén phuong Pong Xuan hoi tham thi té ra 1a mot nguoi linh tiy hi¢u
chét ¢4 hon mdt tram ngay roi. Ong cho 14 c6 quy than gitp d&, nén sau nay khi ra 1am quan, van
thuong hoi thim dén nha 4y



Khoa thi Hoi Thinh khoa nim Ky Hoi (1779), ¢6 ngudi mong vao trude dién dinh, thiy truyén 16
xuong danh cac quan tién s tan khoa, dén nguot thr muot lam thi tén 1a Ngo Tiém. Nhing nguoi cam
s6 tén bao: "Tén nay hoc van khong gioi 1am, nhung phuc durc thi rat xing dang". Khi nguoi ay tinh
day, héi khap hét ban be, khong thiy c6 ai tén 12 Ngd Tiém. Ngb Tiém khi ay moi dd khoa thi Huong
nén khong may nguoi biét. Sau cung, dén ky dé tu, ong vao thi, viét mai dén toi moi dugc mot doan
co van, con duong cam but cAu tir nghi ngoi, chot thay mot quan thé sat dén hoi rang "Cura truong da
dong roi ma quan tan tién si ¢& sao van & trong 1éu?". Biy gid, 6ng moi biét 1a da tdi roi, lién khan
cau xin gitip d& cho. Quan Thé sat bao 6ng cam but nghién di theo. Pén chd sau nha thap dao (5), thay
trong nha thap dao dwong soan quyen phia sau vach 16 ra 4nh sang. Quan thé sat bao rang: "Cir ngdi
day ma 1am van cho xong quyén di, rdi t6i bao". Ong ctry theo 161. Quan thé sat thinh thoang lai di ra
tham hoi. Pén khi ga gay sang canh ba, ong moi viét xong quyén, giao cho quan the sat cam vao nop
cho lai phong. Quan thé sat lai dua cho 6 6ng mot cai mi chir dinh, bao cir doi mi ay vao roi di theo
linh tuan canh ma ra ngoai cua truong. Vé sau, qua nhién db tién si. Ong dén noi truong thi cti tim day
nha tranh dudi gbc cdy tao, hoi thim ngudi dém hom Ay, thi khong gip ai ca, khong biét 1a cé 1am sao.

(1) Ngo Thi St (1726 — 1780), hi¢u Ngo Phong, ngud1 lang Ta Thanh Oai, huyén Thanh Oai, tinh Ha
Dong (nay 1a Ha Tay), dau tién s nam 1766, la than sinh Ngd Thi Nham va Ngo6 Thi Chi.

(2) Pham Vi Khiém, tirc Pham Nguyén Du (1739 - ?) hiéu Thanh Pong, ngudi lang Ding Dién, huyén
Chau Phuc (nay thudc tinh Nghé An), dau hoang gidp nam 1779.

(3) Pham Quy Thich ( 1759 - ?) hi¢u Lap Trai, nguoi lang Hoa Buong, huyén Duong An (nay la lang
Luwong Ngoc, huyén Binh Giang, tinh Hai hung), diu tién si nam 1779.

(4) Pham Hoa Duong tare Pham Quy Thich. Nguoi xua thuong it khi goi tén, chi goi ho kém theo tén
lang hoég tén hi€u. Co khi lai 7dé tén lélpg nudce, kem theo ho va té€n, nhu Hoa Puong Pham Quy Thich,
Dang bién Pham Vi Khiém dé khoi nham véi ngudi cung tén nhung ¢ lang khac.

(5) Nha thiap dao 1a nha cic quan chim thi, dong & gitra truong thi.



CUQC BINH VAN TRONG NHA GIAM (1)

Khoang ndm Giap Thin (1784-1785) doi Canh Hung, ta méi ra du hoc dat kinh thanh. Ctr mdi thang,
trudc ngay soc vong (2) mot ngay thi nha Quoc hoc (nha Giam Ha No1) mo cudc binh van. Ta co theo
cac bac cha anh xu6ng nghe binh van thi thay trén them, khoang gitra, nganh mit vé phuong Nam, co
trai ba cai trac tich (3). O trénla vi quan Tri giam ngoi, ¢ gitra la quan Tham tyng va quan Hanh
Tham tung ng01 & dudi 1a cac quan Boi tung ngobi. Cac quan Thi lang, Tham do thi ng6i phia dong,
nganh mat vé hudng tay. Con cac nguoi khac déu ngdi phia tAy ma nganh mat vé hudng dong. Chleu
nguot binh van ngdi vé hudng tay. Luc binh vén, cac quan chinh phu ngoi gitra chu tri, cac quan ngdi
chiéu phia dong thi thinh thodng ban bac, cin nhic. Lé cii vin nhu thé. Lic bay gi0 quan Thai pho,
Quén cong Nguyen Hodn lai m6i duoc triéu ra 1am quan Tri quic tir giam, ngoi chiéu trén, khoang
gifta, roi dén vi Liét hau 1a Bui Huy Bich (4) 1ay chirc Hanh tham tung, ngoi chiéu gitra. VO Nghi
Udng ST Dién, Mo Trach V& Huy Dinh, Thu Hoach Phan Can, An Vi Tran Cong Xan déu lay chtrc Boi
tung ng01 chleu duéi. Chiéu phia déng thi Ly Tran Quan, Nguyén Dinh Trac. Con tir L& Huy Tlem tro
xuong déu ng01 & chiéu phia tay. Lac binh vin thi tiéng Hoang Vinh Tram rat trong, rat vang, tiéng
Nguyen Cau rd rang, binh di. Luu Tiép giong ngan ma doc khong rd, Thiéu Sudng thi doc khong nghe
ra tleng gi ca. Con cai quyén nhac lén hay danh xudng thi chi do Bui Huy Bich quyét dinh; thir dén cac
quan Bdi tung ciing c6 ban bac, can nhic. Duy quan Tri giam Nguyén Hoén thi thay chung (5) nin ling
khong néi cau nao, thinh thoang chi s& cudi hi hi ma thoi. Ta trong bung l1dy 1am ngd, hoi cac bé ban
thi ai cling cuoi, khong bao rd. Ta lai cang ngo, sau hoi dén cac bac 3o thanh thi 6 ngudi bao rang;
"Nguyén cong hoc van khéng duogc hoc trd phuc cho nén luc binh van ¢ nha Giam khéng to ¥ khen ché
gi ca". Ciing c6 ngudi ndi rang: "Nguyén cong khi tudi tré, vi 1a con nha tudng, duge d6 huong
nguyén, vé sau lai d6 hdi nguyén, vin hai ky thi 4y déu khong phai tir Nguyén cong lamra". D6 déu la
161 truyén vin nhu thé, ghi lai day dé tham khao.

Ngay binh van ¢ nha Giam, quan Tri giam lam chu toa. Luc mdi dén hoi hop, quan Tri giam dung ¢
phia tay, chiéu gitra, quan Tham tung, B01 tung thi déu dung xé vé _phia déng nam chiéu minh ngdi, cac
quan ngdi ¢ chiéu phia dong thi dung vé phia dong chiéu minh ngoi. Quan Tri giam ltc bay gid méi
hudng vao hai chiéu gitta, vai chao moi ngdi, quan Tham tung, quan Bdi tung déu vai dép lai. Roi
quan Tri giam lai vai moi chiéu phia dong, cac quan Thi lang, Tham d6 déu vai dap lai. Lai huong
vao chiéu phia tay vai chao moi ngobi, cac quan chiéu phia tay deu vai dap lai, xong roi déu 1én chiéu
theo thtr tr ma ngdi. Chiéu gitta va chiéu phia dong thi hop trau, Ong suc bay di mdi vi quan vién mot
bd, con chiéu phia tiy thi mdi chiéu hai hop trau, hai ong stc. Mat troi dimg trua, quan Tri gidm sai
nha dich bao linh 1& stra soan com trua, ¢d ban ciing lich sy 1am. Ctr 1¢ thi do nha bép riéng quan Tri
giam 1am ¢4, ma tién thi dan tao 18 (6) cung ng va 4y tién thué cac hé Huy Van.

(1) Nha giam tirc trudng Qubc hoc xua.
(2) Soc vong tirc ming mot va ngay ram.

(3) Chiéu lam bang tre, ding nhitng thanh tre v6t nhin va nhé ban, dui 16 xau day ghép lién thanh
chiéu.



(4) Bui Huy Bich (1744 — 1818), hi¢u Ton Am, nguo1 xa Pinh Cong, huyén Thanh Tri, tinh ha Dong,
dau hoang giap nam 1769.

(5) Thay chung 1a trudc sau.

(6) Dan mot sO xa s& tai ¢6 nguoi1 duoc sung vao lam linh 1€.



PHEP THI NGHIEM MAT

Poi Lé Trung hung, phép thi rat nghiém. Nhitng con nha hat xuéng khong duoc ra thi. Loc Khé hau
DPao Duy Tur dau tai gidi, vin chuong hay, thi Hi da triing cach, chi vi 1a con nha hat xudng ma phai
tude tich khong duge d6. Chuyén nay ta da noi tudng & trong Tang thuong ngiu lyc. Vé sau ¢ ba Nhu
Kinh Truong Thai phi va ba A Lir Bién Tu Dung déu 1a nha con hat mdi khdi gia (1) 18n, tir bay gio
mdi bo 18 cam, cho ca con nha hat xudng dugc ra thi.

Khao quan ma dung tinh riéng lay dd, ctr phép tri to1 cting nghiém. Xem nhu Tao Son, Lurong Nghi,
Lam Son, Nguyén Van Bang déu vi tu tdi vé viéc thi ma phai toi do (2); Ngob Sach Dy, Sach Tuan ¢
Tam Son cting vi vi¢e thi gian ma phai t01 giao (3). Vé sau, chinh thé cang ngdy cang doi bai, mdi co
ké lam gian dugc. Ngudi ta truyén rang: “Lan Khé Nguyén Hodn, khi vao thi Ho1, bai van sach 1a hop
strc sau ngudi van si 1am gitp, khong biét co phai khong. Hodc ¢ ké néi rang 6ng than sinh ra ong 1a
quan Tham tung Phong quén cong Hi¢u, mot minh lam twdng da 1au nam, cac quan déu so hii phung
meénh ca. Khi ay, c6 mot ong quan 6 Quan Cac bi khién trach, phai vé nhan tan. Mot hom Phong quan
cong triéu vao twdng phu, ong ay vao ngoi doi ¢ nha trong, mai lau khong dugc yét kién. Ngdi mi
thay trén ky dé mot dau dé van sach, mo ra xem di xem lai thudc hét ca. Sudt ngay, ké nha dich hau ha
khoan d4i rat tir t&, dén chiéu trd ra vé, khong biét tinh y ra sao. Pén khi Vuong phu triéu tp cac quan
van than vao ban soan ngu dé dé ra thi, ong quan ay ciing duoc triéu vao, lién ra ngay cai dau dé vin
sach no. Bai vay, Nguyén Hodn méi duoc dd hdi nguyén. Chuyén trén niy ciing gidng chuyén & doi
Nam Téng, khi tinh thi ra bai pht “Nhat tinh vi ky” (4) ma Tan Hi d5 Khoi nguyén. Hai chuyén phang
phat giong nhau, y chung ke hiéu sy bia dit ra d6 ma thoi. Ta lai thuong nghe mot ong lao nho ndi
chuyén rang, nam Mau Ty (1768) doi Canh Hung, La Khé - Ngb Duy Vién, Dang Pién - Pham Nguyén
Du, Trung Can - Nguyén Trong Dang, ba nguoi ay 1a bac danh luu, cung lam ban than thiét voi nhau,
thuong hop nhau & bén cau Dat trén song To Lich, dé 1am van, roi lai cung binh duyét cho nhau. Mot
hom, soan ra mot dau d¢, roi cing bao nhau rang: "Pau dé nay hop thoi lam. Ping Pién Pham huynh
lau nay da dugc Chua biét tiéng, néu khoa thi Hoi sau nay ma dugc tri¢u vao soan dé, thi nén nhé dén
dau dé nay". Tir bay gio khong hop nhau 1am vian nita. Gap khi 4y, c6 mot anh chang so hoc thiéu nién
¢ nha bén canh, nghe 16m biét, nhung khong ddm néi ra. Pén khoa thi Hoi ndm Ky Stru (1769) vao ky
dé tam, Pham Ding Dién bi danh hong. Vao ky dé tir thi ngw dé ra dung vao bai da 1am trudce, boi vay
Ngo Duy Vién va Nguyén Trong Pang, hai ong déu dd dai khoa.

Viéc ay ciing it nguoi biét. Ngd Duy Vién von 1a hoc trd quan Binh chuong, Phan cong ngudi Dong
Ngac (5), khi mé&i vao hoc c6 1am bai pha “Uy dung dtre khi”, 11 vin rt uan stc, Phan cong da ting
khen 1a 6 sy nghiép. Trude khi thi Ho1 nam ky Suru (1769), quan gitr dén dire Phu Dong thién vuong
thuong nghe thay trén chinh dién c6 tiéng thi thao ban not, lai giong nhu tleng doc quyén ¢ trong
truong thi. Khi Ngé Duy Vién dd hoi nguyén, quyen thi sao truyén ra ngoai dan gian c6 cau “Xich bich
hop phi”, giéng nhu cau dng thu tir nghe ¢ trong dén hom trude. Chuyén ay ciing khong biét ra thé nao?

Khoa Mau Tuét (1778), quan Qudc 130 12 Nhir Dinh Toan, c6 ngudi cong tir thir ba tén 13 Vii vao ky
dé nhi, sau d6 dau, trong quyén c6 bon chir “phuong phrong ching ching”. Den cau cong tir thr tur ten
1a Chan, khi thi khoa Nham Thin (1772) trong bai ttr lyc cting c6 nhiing chir & ay. Ong Nguyen Ba
Duong da ting trich nhitng cdu 4y ra céo v0i chia Trinh, song chua khong hoi dén. Phai biét rang cai
thoi 1am van dung chit, cac nha danh gia van bat chuéc nhau, khong nén vi thé ma sinh nghi.



Ky thi Hi ndm At Mui (1775), La Khé - Nguyén Duy Nghi sung lam khdo quan ndi truong, ma Bai
An - Nguyén Qubc Ngan von 1a hoc tro ong trudce. Bai An Nguyén cong khi nho ciing c6 thu nghiép
v6i Minh Téo - Nguyén Huy Vuong (6). Gan dén ky thi, Minh Tao Nguyén cong c6 dén thaim Bai An
Nguyén cong (7), mat hoi nhirng diéu su truyén tAm 4n (8), nghia 1a do xem quan thay lam chu khao co
bao gi khong. Bai An Nguyén cong hét strc bién bach 1a khong co. Minh Tao Nguyén cong tirc minh ra
ctra than rang: "Danh loi n6 1am say dam long nguoi t¢ lam thay! Chd thay tro ma cting khong thé 1ay
tinh cam dong dugc, hubng chi 1a nguot khac". Bai An Nguyen cong nghe tleng, mo1 mo1 Minh Tao
Nguyén cong luu lai ngh1 choi. Khoa ay, hai ong déu d6 ca. Sau ong Nguyen Ba Duong c6 dang so
khai 1én dan hic (9) viéc dy. La Khé Nguyén cong ciing chi trich bay quyén van sach (10) khoa ay c6
chd dang ngo, song déu khong hoi dén ca. Nhitng chuyén 4y déu 1a nghe 16m duoc thoi, nhung ciing du
biét thé dao mot ngdy mot kém.

(1) Khoi gia la vira mdi1 duogce 1€n hang giau sang.
(2) Toi d6 1a toi di day.

(3) Toi gido 1a tdi bi xt treo co.

(4) Ban dich viét 1a “Nhat tinh vi ky”.

(5) Tirc Phan L& Phién (1734 — 1809), d4 tién si ndm 1757, 1am quan dén Binh by Thuong thu, tri
Quoc tir giam.

(6) Ban dich viét Nguyén Huy Vuong, ngudi Minh T4o.

(7) Ban dich viét 1a Bai 4n Nguyén cong.

(8) Su truyén tAm an 1a nhirng diéu thiy da truyén cho in vao long.
(9) Pan hic 1a chi trich, bat bé.

(10) Xet khoa At Mui (1775) ¢6 dén 16 quyén van sach, trong d6 co cau “trich chu bach do 1a cau
dan dé lam dau, chtr khong phai chi bay quyén ma thoi.



PIEM QUAI GO

Nam Nham Tut, phia tay nmai than da Xuan An, c6 mot con bo sinh ra mdt dra con trai, chi méi vai
ngdy ma 16n bang tré 12, 13 tudi, c¢6 rau. N6 dn nhiéu hon ngudi thudng, nhung ciing khong biét noi.
C6 ngudi so, cho d6 13 yéu quai, 1én giét chdn di. Sau bénh dich lan tran, chi méi hon thang ma dan
ap ay chét ca tram ngudi, ngudi bénh ngdn ngang ngoai dudng chd chét. Nhiéu ngudi phai doi di xa
dé tranh dich bénh. (1)

Muia thu nim At Stru (1805) do1 Gia Long, 6 Son Nam, huyén Tién Lit, ¢6 mdt ngudi dan ba sinh ra
mot dira con trai hai dau, tir ron tro 18n chia ra hai than thé co ngan lién nhau. Khoang gifta hai co lai
moc ra mot ban tay tam ngon, con thi hai tay hai chan ciing giong nhu ngudi thudng, khong co gi khac.
Hai dau thi mot dau khong an duoc, mot dau chi lay stra nho vao cho, dugc vai ngay thi dira be a ay
chét. Quan dja phuong c6 v& hinh chuyén tu 18n quan trdn Bac Thanh. Khong biét 1a diém quéi go gi.

(1) Ca doan nay khong thay trong ban dich.



NGUYEN KiNH

Khoang do1 Tién L&, & lang Di Nau huyén Thach That, c6 mot ngudi ho Nguyén ngheo doi, di an xin,
vé sau, lam tén phu quét ngd ¢ 1ang iy, dung mot cai nha nhd & ngoai dau ngd, niu nudc ché tuoi ban,
1am ké sinh nhai. Saunha c6 cai go nho, lai c6 ngoi nudc chay vong quanh; trén go cay coi um tum.
Anh hang nudc ay 1ién néi véi ap trudng xin cho chit dé 1am cui; dan dan chit trui hét ca; cudi cliing
anh ta 1am nha 18n go dé o, va sinh dugc mot nguoi con tén la Kinh. Khoang ndm Quang Thi¢u doi Le
(1), 1am quan dén chtrc Dic tién phu qudc tudng quan camy vé Do chi huy str. Khi nha Mac khoi 1én,
ong ta c6 cong giup d6 nén duge mo phu Tay quoc cong riéng, ho hang than thich nhiéu ngudi lam
quan to. Chia Mac vi thé sinh 10ng ghen ghét. Nguyén Kinh bén cing v6i Tt duong hau Pham Don,
pho Mac Téng Virong xung hiéu 1a Chinh Trung nguyén nién, chiém ctr thinh Lang Son, roi danh lay
chau Khim, chau Liém ctia Trung Hoa, rdi danh 14y ca cac chau huyén tinh Quang Pong. Vi vay, viéc
céng tién cua nha Mac sang triéu Minh bi nghén dudng. Nguoi nha Minh trach héi, chiia Mac so, sai
nguoi chiéu du Nguyén Kinh vé hang. Kinh lai vé theo nha Mac. Chtia Mac mdi tir tinh (nghia 13 ban
cho theo ho nha vua), cho theo vé Mac thi, phong lam Tay ky vurong, con vua Chinh Trung thi bi quan
Minh danh thua, chay vé Lang Son, quin Mac lai danh cho tan tac, chay vé Hai Duong. Pham Poén
chét, Chinh Trung ro1 cling tuyét diét. Mac Kinh thi dugc tho chung, mg tang ¢ nii Tho Son, lang Can
Kiém. Con 1a Ngoc Lién 1ay cong chia Phic Thanh, 1am quan dén Pic tién tuyén luc cong than phu
qudc thuong tudng quan Trung quin D6 doc phu Ta d6 dbc chudng Phu su, Tong nhan phu Toéng nhan
linh Thai pho Pa qudc cong (2). By gio, thé nha Mac cang ngiy cang suy. Ngoc Lién nghi minh 13
nguo1 cd cong lao va l1a than thich nha vua, lai & ng61 trong nham, lo budn khong biét 1am thé ndao. O
bén lang Di Nau, c6 mot cai cau, trén lop mai; nhan luc ranh, Ngoc Lién thuong cung véi ngudi lang
ra choi danh co & ddy. Ngoc Lién 1a tay quoc thi cao cd, khéng may nguoi danh dugce. Mot hom, cude
dang say, ddi thu sap nguy. Chot thiy c6 ong gia dimg bén canh mach cho vai nudc, thanh ra sip thua
lai hoa ra dugc. Ngoc Lién biét 1a di nhan, mo1 don lao vé nha. Lio khong chiu vé. Ngoc Lién mo1
hoi viéc thién ha. Lao cudi ma rang "Qué mua nhu t61 con biét gi, song ngai ¢ nhd y y an can hoi den,
thi to1 xin kinh tdng mot vat nay". Noi 161, gio trong boc ra dua cho Ngoc Lién mot cai vi bang gidy.
Doan, cao tr ra di. Bo vai muoi budc, khong thay dau nita. Ngoc Lién moi gio cai vi ay ra xem thi
thay c6 mot cai kinh v6 lam hai manh, mot bén viét chir L&, mot bén viét chir Mac. Ngoc Lién khong
hiéu y ra sao c4, cam lay kinh ngam nghia mai, thi thay chir Lé ctr ddm dam ma to dan ra, chir Mac thi
ctr nhan nhat ma nho dan di. Hinh nhu cai kinh clng thé. Ngoc Lién mdi tinh ngd, bén bo ca nha cira
dem cung chua, rdi mang vo con di, vi thé khong méc tai va. Sau, c6 ngudi con gai 1a Mac Thi Ngoc
Pinh 4m phong 14 quén chda, lay quan Tran thu Pai Pong 12 Vo Quoc Cong. Nam Duong Hoa (3) ¢6
trung tu lai chuia Di Nau va truy tién cha me phy hudng & chua ay. Hién con bia khic truyén lai.

Xét quan Pai hoc si nha Thanh 1a Truong Ngoc Thu phung soan bo sach Minh st liét truyén, c6 phu
chép truyén Nguyén Kinh, ngudi huyén Thach That 1a ké cudng than nha Mac, gitip vua Chinh Trung
chiém ctr dugc nira phin nuéc Nam, danh sang ca chdu Kham, chau Liém, ngudi Minh phai lo sg.
Chuyén nhu thé ma Nam sir khong thiy chép thi so luoc qua.

Tinh Hai Duong vé nhirng man song Hong, song Kinh ¢6 nhiéu miéu nho thd Ta dwong hau. Tuc
truyén 1a tho mdt vi chién tudng ngay xua chét tro1 & dudi song, thiy troi dén dau thi ¢ day sinh ra
bénh dich. Dan cu phai lap miéu tho. D6 tirc 1a tudng nha Mac khi xua, tén 1a Pham Don.



(1) Quang Thi€u (1516 — 1522) 1a nién hi¢u Leé Chi€u Tong.
(2) Pic tién... Pa qudc cong: chirc tude ciia Ngoc Lién.

(3) Duong Hoa (1635 — 1643) 1a nién hidu Lé Chan Tong.



VIEC THI CU

Pdi Quang Hung (1), khoa thi ndim Nham Thin (1592) 14y d6 dai khoa c6 ba ngudi: Trinh Canh Thyy,
Ngo Tri Hoa, cing véi cha 1a Ngd Tri Tri ma thoi. Bay gio chua khoi phuc dugc Trung Do, con phai
m¢ thi HO1 ¢ hanh tai Pho Lai (2). Sau binh hoa, hoc hanh hoang phé, khi dau bai yét ra, hoc tro khong
may ngudi nhd thudc dwoc hét. Ngo Tri Tri bay gio d3 ndm muoi sau tudi, ciing con di vao thi Hoi.
Con la Tri Hoa von c6 tiéng 1a ngudi hoc rong hay chit. Luc vao thi, Tri Hoa thudc long ca, ci viét ra
tirng cdu dua cho cha. Song 1&u ctia cha dong cach xa, lai phai nhd mot 1éu & gitta 14 Trinh Canh Thuy.
Tri Hoa ctr viit qua 1éu 4y nho dwa cho cha vi thé Trinh Cong va Tri Tri déu duoc vao trung cach do
dai khoa. Xem thé thi biét van van thoi by gid va cai s6 khon ciing hay phat dat da dinh cho nguoi ta
vay.

Ho Ninh & x3 C6i Tri, t6 tién trudc von 1a nguoi Ninh X4, huyén Chi Linh. Khoang nim Hong Dtic
triéu L&, sau khi loan lac, dién tho bo hoang nhiéu, mdi c6 1énh cho moi nguo1 khai hoang, 1am dugc
bao nhiéu 14 ctia minh bay nhiéu. Cac nha thé gia hao hitu cir ty strc ma khai khan. Khi thanh ruéng
roi thi khai s6 rudng dua 1€n bo HY, xin lam rudng tu, nhur thé goi la phép “chiém xa”. Ho Ninh khi
xua khai khan ¢ huyén Yén Md, sau nhiéu nguoi dén ty hop, méi tich ra lam xa Coi Tri. Poi gan day
c6 Ninh Dinh dd Hoi Nguyén, co tiéng hay chir. Bén Ninh Ton 1(3), biét hicu Man Hién (con ¢6 hiéu
Chuyet Son) la chau goi Ninh Dinh bang chu. Khi hai muoi tudi da 46 truong sinh, r6i d6 huong
cong, van tu rat 13 c6 kinh. Khoang nim Canh Hung, si tip suy kém, van thé hi 1au, Trinh Tinh Vuong
mudn bién cai ma chua thé dugc. Mot hom, Tinh Vuong nge choi nii Duc Thiy, thiy khoang vach
chua trén ndi 6 dé mot bai tho, Vuwong biét 1a tho ctia Man Hién lién cho triéu vao 1am Phién lién
Thiém pho, r6i thang chirc Tién triéu Thiém sai Tri phién. Ong rat dugc chia Trinh yéu mén. Trong
tap tho Nghé An thi tap (4) 6ng Bui Huy Bich c6 cau: “Man Hién cu si kim tai tir. Chinh phu thién sai
liét co khanh” nghia 14 “Ong Mén Hién cu si 1a tai tir doi nay, lam chinh pht thién sai, 1a chtrc liét
khanh doi xua”; d6 13 chi vao Ninh Tén vay.

Khoa thi Ho1 nam Giap Ngo (1774)[8], ky d¢ tam, ong Man Hién duoc vao trung cach, ma 6ng Pham
Nguyén Du nguoi Dang Pién thi khong dugc vao. Hai 6ng déu dugc chua Trinh yéu mén, ma choi véi
nhau ciing trong dac. Khi da yét bang ky d¢ tam roi, Thach Pong Pham cong (5) ¢6 di vong qua nha
tro ong Man Hién. Ong Man Hién biét 6ng Ay di vao hau trong Trinh phu dé ra dau dé, nén ctr dting
d6n & cira. Bén khi tro vé, Man Hién ctr trong theo vao vong Pham cong, hai ong khong noi mot cau gi
ca. Pham cong chi doc bai tiéu cha trong sach Luan ngir (6) Ve doan: "tam tran ciru quai chung u ton
di hanh quyén nhi di". Ong Man Hién biét y, sém hoém sau sap vao ky dé tr, bén x¢ hai trang vé doan
sach: "Tam tran ctru quai" trong Kinh Dich hé tir, giat dem vao truong. Pau bai vian sach yét ra, hoc
tro khong may ngudi nhé thude duoc het Cham xong, dugc ndm quyén dang 1én chua Trinh xem, thi
quyén dau 1a An Vi Nguyen Luong, co van déu hon ca, den doan kim van hoi vé viéc khu xur ¢61 Nam
thi trong quyen Nguyén Luong co cau "sai nhan tat vi ngd". Chua Trinh cudi ma rang: "Quyén niy, hoc
van thi day du, nhung vé thot cudc thi khong duge am hiéu, hay danh hong di dé cho tai tri duoc gia
din". Con bon quyén duoc vao trang cach la: Pham Trong Huyén, Chu Doén L&, Nguyén Thi, deu lay
dd vé kim van ca. Quyén 6ng Ninh Tén thi kim van am luyén (7), ¢ van c6 doan trén "Tam tran ctru
quai" rat day du, duy doan dudi lai sot mt qué Kién khéng n6i dén, khong duoc tudng nghia sach. D6
13 vi x¢é hai trang ma hut mit doan dudi. Sau Ninh Tén d6 Hoi nguyén, Thach Pong Pham cong c6
mirng cau tho ndm bdn rang: “Sinh d6 ba chudi nhd hon dat, Tién si ntra cAu cdy bang trdi”, 12 ¢6 ¥



am chi vay.

Xeét doi xua tuyen hoc tro ¢ trong nha huong hoc, ken chon lay dtrc hanh v61 van nghé, thi van nghé
van thir yéu. Pén nha Hén, thi tuyén nguoi hién lwong moi 1ay van tir 1am chu. Nhung chi ra van thi
héi vé nhitng dai nghia trong kinh truyén va tri dao c6 kim, cting con cé ¥ theo doi cd. Vay nén thoi dy
cO nhirng ngudi hién 13 ho Déng, ho Gi4, ho Luu, ho Duong (8) déu nho van hoc ma ndi tiéng. Tu doi
Tuy, doi Pudng trd vé sau, bo sach luan ma thi bang tho phu. Hoc trd doi Ay nhiéu ngudi ham chau
nha ngoc, ciing c6 s truong ca. Nhung dem ra dung thé thi van chuwong v6i chinh sy lai chia ra lam
hai. Pén doi Tong, khoang nim Hi Ninh, ong Vuong An Thach lai 14y sach luan thi hoc tro. Doi Ay si
tap da quen roi, ho cho réng thi sach luan 1a méi la, nén déu ndi 1én bai bac. Nhung sau cling phai
theo, dan dan mdi khoi phuc duoc cai 16i thi sach luan doi nha Han. Ong Tran Pong Phu khi vao ddi
sach chdn dai dinh, vua Hiéu Tong khen 1a co6 cai hoc kinh bang té thé, 14u 1én cho 1am chirc Phan
quan dat Kién Khang. Ong Van Thién Tudng c6 bai sach dinh dbi, cac quan da phai khen rang vin
6ng "co nghi nhu qui giam, trung can nhu thiét thach" (9), mirng 1a chon dugc ngudi hién. Vi 16i van
sach luan, phi nguo1 hoc thong sudt ca kinh truyén, bao ham ca 6 kim, thi khong thé ciu tr ma ha bat
viét duge. Tur khi thi hanh phép khoa cir ma phang phat dugc céi ¥ ¢o nhin 1y hoc tro, thi duy c6 mot
khoa dy ma thoi.

Poi Le, ndm Thuan Thién (10), dinh phép khoa ctr, 14y thé van sach luan dé thi hoc tro. Tir nim Thiéu
Binh (11) tré vé sau, kén duoc nhiéu nguoi hién tai lam. Ta thudng duoc xem nhitng vin dinh déi cua
V6 Dug¢ (12), Luong Thé Vinh (13), 16i van rong rai mong ménh, khong phai nhirng ké si néng noi doi
sau c6 thé bat chudc duge. Tir doi Trung hung trd vé sau, phép thi cang thién 1éch méi di. Nhirng dau
bai vin sach thi Hoi, thi Hrong déu tu trong Sty phu dua ra. Nguyén trong Sty phu phai mat triéu vai
quan vin than vao phung soan, goi la ngu dé; cac quan soan dé thi chi ra nhitng cu hiém hoc dé lam
cho kho. Bai van ché sach dinh do1 thi sai quan Pong Tién si _phung soan. Quan soan dé nguyén da dd
cudi hang tam giap thi khong mudn cho ai hon minh, nén ra dau dé thudng rat hiém hoc. Boi _vay, hang
tam khoi 1a Trang nguyén, Bang nhin, Tham hoa thuong khong 14y duoc du, ¢ khi chi 1y d6 dugc
dén Nhi giap hodc Tam giap ma thoi. Oi! Cai té khoa ctr dén thé 1a cung! Van van véi thé dao cang
ngay cang kém, thuc déng than thay! Thach Pong Pham cong c6 cau tho ndm rang: “Sinh d6 ba chudi
nhd hon dat, Tién si nira cau cy bang troi” (14).

Poi Lé ¢o dit ra khoa Pong cac. Ctr 1é thi tir quan tam pham tré xubng, c6 d6 dinh nguyén, hoi
nguyén, huong nguyén, mgi dugc vao thi khoa Pong cac. Hoic khong dd tam nguyén thi ngudi nao cé
thi ¢4 dau vé khoa c6 ngu dé tuyén ctr dugc d6 dai khoa, ciing duoc thi khoa Pong cac. An dién cho
ngudi thi dd co phﬁn hau hon ché khoa tién si, thuc 1a mot khoa dic cach vay.

V& Trén, khi chua dd, thuong mong thay ra xem yét bang & Quang Van Pinh, thiy hang trén c6 mot
tén, nét chir ram qua, khong thé nhd duoc; dén tén thir hai 1a V6 Tréan, thir ba 1a Nguyen Thé[25]. Vo
Tran nghi minh 1a mot anh hoc tro ao vai, ma dugc dong bang véi ngudi hién qui, tat khong co 18 ay,
nén trong bung nghi vo van, chi tho' dai ma bo qua. Pén nam Bao Thai (15) Giap Thin (1724), V6
Tran thi d6 Pong tam giap tién si xuat than, 6ng mdi cudi cai mong trude 1a hio huyén. Pén nim Bao
Thai thr chin (1728) chia Trinh Hi T6 (Trinh Cuong) c6 ban mo khoa thi Dong cac. Bay gid Nguyén
Thé vé trleu ma Ung thi Pong cac. Vo Tran thuat lai cai mong ngay trudce dé ming. Sau qua nhién
khoa thi 4y 14y dd ba ngudi: mot ngudi trang cach thir nhat 1a Pham Khiém ich (16), chtrc Lai bo ta thi
lang Thuat quin cong; hai ngudi nita tring cach thir hai 1a V& Tran, chirc Binh bd cap su trung thy



Han 1am vién hiéu thdo va Nguyén Thé, chirc Tu khanh kiém Té tiru. Xem thé thi biét khoa giap von
coO dinh so vay.

Lé cii ai dd khoa Pong cac, khi vinh qui c4 dan ban téng phai dén phuc dich; 1am nha tu thit bang gd
lim, lgp ngo1, do ba gian, tat ca dan phu trong ban tong, ban huyén phai dén phuc dich. Khi Pham
Khiém Ich d6 khoa Dong cac vé vinh qui, ong thuong hai nguo1 hang tong nghéo clng, nén mién cho
khong bat chiu cai phi ton 1am nha nita. Ai ciing lay lam cam on, sau t6n ong lam hau than, thudng ndm
xuan thu cing té, mo trau vao dam, bao cai on durc ay. Sau khi nha Lé mat, hau than cac lang thuong
thuong bo khong cling té nita, duy co gid hau Pham cong thi lang van lay lon thay trau bo cung té
khong dam bo. Xem thé mdi biét cai on di 4i (17) & ngudi ta thi nguoi ta van nhé mai khong quén.

Triéu Lé dai hoc tro rat hau, nao 1a tram, hdt, hoa bao, du nhai, t& yén (18), lai phong cho cha me, am
cho con chau, vinh qui 40 gdm vé lang, rat vinh du. Hau dai nhu thé 1a du roi. Con dén nhu 1am nha tu
that, phuc dich viéc gi cling d6 vao dau dan ca, thi dan hang té)ng chiu lam sao dugc. Va lai, ngudi
hoc trd méi dd dai khoa, ma ca hang téng dén phuc dich, lam nha ctra cho minh, lai phai m& yén tiéc
khao mirng, dai dan hang tong dé dén cong lao, thé tit phai xoay x& di vay muon cho xong viéc. Thim
chi c¢6 ké chi dom 14y con gai nha giau ma bo vo tao khang, hodc chiu tiéng ludn 16i di vay 13i ma ky
liéu van khé. Thoi quen Ay tich té tir 1au, nén d3 co cai tiéng 6ng Nghé deo ng, ba Nghé mua chong;
nhu thé ma mong ngudi ra 1am quan gitr 1iém khiét, khong trai phép 1am can, thi sao duoc.

Xet khoang ndm Canh Hung, cai t¢ ba Nghé mua chdng khéng ké xiét duoc. Khoa Pinh Suu (1757),
Pham Tién dd, c6 ngudi nha gidu ga cho con gai, giao udc xin chiu hét nhitng tién phi ton lac vinh qui.
Luc vinh qui, 4 nha g1au ctr tranh di trudc ba vg ca. Ba vo ca moi thua vao trong tridu, triéu nghi bat
161 & ong Nghe, dinh viéc cat nhac. Khoa Nham Thin (1772), V& Ton Dlem, Nguyén B4 Ton, hai nguoi
cung dd, Lé Quy Pon déu dem chau gai ga cho. Vé sau, V4 Ton Diém, vo ca vo 18 khong chiu nhuong
nhau, mGi phan ré ra & lam hai nha. Con ngudi vo ca Nguyén Ba Ton, vi khong danh d6 dugce nguoi
vo 18, tirc gian qua thanh chimg dién. Cubi naim Canh Hung c6 chi truyén ra cam han. Tir nim Mau
Tuat (1778) trd vé sau, cai té 4y mdi bot dan di.

Quan Huyén thura tén 1a V6 D9, nguoi Yén Thai, dong nha giau; tur khi huyén thura mat r01 nha cling
sut kém, ¢ sinh ha dugc mot trai mot gai. Ba vo von la nguoi can kiém chat chiu nén van giit duoc
nén nép, thé dién, khong sa sut may. Nam At Mui (1775) doi Canh Hung, Nguyén Qudc Ngan dd dai
khoa ma chua v, ba vo Huyén thira trong bung 14y 1am haim md, mdi mua on cho vay muon gitp dd,
réi nhd my mbi bude ga ngudi con gai cho Nguyén cong. Nguyén cong phai nhan, bao nhiéu tién phi
ton lac vinh L qui, déu do ba tan phu nhan bo ra ca. Nguyen cong luc dau con thy chirc khoa cép, viée
quan nhan r61 khong du ti€u. Ba tan phu nhan lién vé muu tinh véi me, di vay giat duoc tam tram quan
t1en, chay chot dut 16t trong ndi phil. Quan chinh phii méi phung chi bd cho Nguyén cong chure Péc
ddng xit Son Nam. O phu duong mo1 xudng danh xong, thi Nguyén cong phai bénh chét. Khong dugc
bao 1au, ba Huyén thira cling mét, gia ké mot ngady mot kém. Sau khi nha L8 mat roi, ba Nghe van con
méic ng mii.

(1) Quang Hung (1578 — 1599) 14 nién hiéu L& Thé Tong.

(2) Pho lai tirc 1a Pha Lai bay gid. Hanh tai 1a noi vua nghi tam thoi & ngoai kinh do.



(3) Ninh Tén (1743 - ?), ngudi lang Co6i Tri, huyén Yén M9, tinh Ninh Binh, dau tién si nim 1778.
(4) Tén tap tho ndy khong thdy viét trong ban dich.

(5) Ttirc Pham Nguyén Du; Thach Pong 13 hiéu.

(6) Tén sach Luan ngir khong thay viét trong ban dich.

(7) Theo ban gdc.

(8) Y néi am hiéu viéc doi, van chuong tinh luyén.

(9) Ttrc Pong Trong Thu, Gia Nghi, Lwu Him, Duong Hung.

(10) Néi van chuong cua Van Thién Truong gia ddn dang lam mau muc, 1ong da thi trung nghia nhur
sat da.

(11) Thuan Thién (1428 — 1433) 1a nién hiéu ctia Lé Thai T6.

(12) Thi¢u Binh (1434 — 1439) 1a nién hi¢u cua L€ Thai Tong.

(13) Vo Dué (thé ky XV), nguoti lang Trinh Xa, huyén Son Vi, tinh SOn Tay (nay thudc huyén Thanh
SOn, tinh Vinh Phu), d6 Trang nguyén nam 1490, duoc tuyén vao Han 1am Vi,én, lam quan dén Lai bo
thuong thu. Khi Mac Dang Dung cu6p ngoi, ong theo vua vao Thanh Hoa, dén Lam Son, méc mi a0

lay lang miéu ro1 ty van.

(14) Luong Thé Vinh (1441 - ?) nguoi lang Cao Luong, huyén Vu Ban, tinh Nam Dinh. P Trang
nguyén nim 1463, 1am quan dén chirc Han 1am thi Phu, Chudng vién su, soan cac gidy to ngoai giao
v6i Trung Qudc.

(15) Poan nay khong thay trong ban dich.

(16) Bao Thai (1720 — 1729) 1a nién hi¢u Lé Dy Tong,

(17) Pham Khiém ich (1679 — 1741) ngudi huyén Gia Binh, tinh Bac Ninh.
(18) Di 4i 1a diéu lam cho ngudi doi sau con yéu mén minh.

(19) Nhitng ngudi thi dd duoc nha vua ban cho trim vang, hét bac, 4o bao théu hoa, rudce di choi phd
va du yén.



Y HOC TRUNG HOA

Khoa y hoc khai thiy tir doi Viém Dé, Hoang Bé, lai ¢6 Loi Cong, Ky Ba pho ta thém vao. Cac dang
thanh nhan doi xua lo lang bao vé sinh mang cho nhan dan rat 1a chu dao. Ty doi trung ¢ trd xudng,
cac bac danh y xuat hién ciing 1am, lam ra sach v cang ngdy cang nhiéu, nhung dai luoc chang qua co
tam kinh, tim vi ma thdi. TAm kinh 1a: chAm, biém, chich, thang, hoan, tan, cao, do. Bénh & ngoai da
thi dung thudc cao, d6; bénh & trong kinh lac, tang phu, sau thi dung phep cham, biém, chich; can thi
dung thudc thang, hoa tan. Trong tam kinh a iy, mudn dung con phai can nhic chim chude cho khéo.
Tam vi la: vong, van, van, thiét, cong, bo, binh, tan. Vong 1a xem than thé dién mao; van la nghe tleng
ndi hoi thé; van 1 hoi tudng tin nguyén ty; thiét 1a 4n xem cho biét mach lac; cong 1 cong kich cai
bénh chirng hing qua; bo 1a bdi bo cai khi huyét yéu kémy; binh 14 cai gi thién 18ch thi binh lai cho
ngay; tan 1a chd ndo vat kiét thi tan di cho thong. Do 1a tdm kinh, tdm vi, ké ca 1a mudi sau diéu, khong
thé thiéu diém nao, moi c6 thé 1am duoc lwong y. Con nhu phép cat da, nao xuong, tay da day, rira
rudt, nhitng cach chita nhu thé rat 1a quyén bién, khéng phai bac danh y rat gioi, khong thé ban dén.

Thay thudc nudc ta, doi xwa c6 ong Pong Tién, ong Trau Y 1a bac danh tiéng, nhung vé sau that
truyén. Phép cham biém ¢ trong tdm kinh, 16i vong vin & trong tim vi, déu bo khong ai luu y dén ca.
Con nhu phép chich thi khéng hiéu chinh huyét & chd nao; phép thiét thi khong biét mach lac di lam
sao, thanh ra muo1 sau bi quyét vé y khoa da bo mat sau, 18 sau kin thi khong hoc, chi hoc dugc 1€
nong can, diéu tinh thi quén, chi biét dugc diéu thd. Hoc thudc nhu thé ma mudén cAm ménh sinh ti,
chita bénh trim trong, cau ldy ¥ nghia dudng sinh cua ngudi xua thi ¢6 thé duoc ching? Than 6i! Dan
sinh & dau doi Tam Pai (1) phép gido dudng da khong ra gi, con phép bao v¢ sinh mang cling bo ndt.
Pang tién nho noi "ménh phod cho troi" thuc chang nham. Nao nhitng dang hién nhan quén tir & doi,
minh 40 mii, miéng nhan tr, ¢6 nghi dén diéu ay cho khong? Thuong thay!

Y hoc bay gi6 chia lam hai khoa: ndi khoa va ngoai khoa. Trong ngoai khoa lai chia ra lam ba phai: 1
- Phai ho Nguyén & Bdo Tir; 2 - Phai ho Nguyen & Phu Ninh; 3 - Phai ho Nguyen 0 Van Lung; ba phai
ay déu gitr duoc thube gia truyén, thuc cao, thubc do ciing hiéu nghiém lam. Con thudc ndi 4m (udng
vao trong) thi xua nay van quen thoi dung thuoc cong phat, ti€u hao qua. Nhung phép ngoai khoa thi
dung thuoc cao, d6 nhiéu, ma dung thudc ndi am it, ddu khong duoc tring bénh 1am, song ciing khong
dén ndi hai.

N6i khoa thi chia lam hai phai: ngudi chi mét trj bd thi coi cac vi dai hoang, phac tiéu nhu han thi;
gid gip ngudi bénh hu thi bo ¢ ich; rai gip nguoi bénh thue lai dung 1am thude bo vao, thi khic gi
ltra chay tudi dau thém; gip bénh ngoai cam ma nham cho thudc bé vao, thi khac gi nude nghén lai
dem lép céng, thé thi hai tinh ménh con nguoi ta tham t€ hon 1a thude doc. Théy lang nao chi chuyén
dung mit bo, lai tur dac thé méi 1a vuong dao, khong dén ndi hai nguoi, tire 13 khong biét an mai thit
vao thi cang nuoi to cai khodi nhot hach trimg & trong bung; cam cai miii dao manh dé ma dam vao
xuong cung thi sao v& dugc, chang khac gi nhin nghia gia cta Yén Vuong (2), dao dirc gan cua
Tuong Cong (3).

Nguoi chi mdt cong tan thi coi cac vi nhan sam, nhuc qué nhu thubc doc; néu gap bénh thuc, bénh
ngoai cam, ma dung nham thudc han luong, thi khac gi da rét lai thém bang vao, hoi han sao kip duoc;
néu gap bénh hu ma dung nham thuoéc cong tan, khac gi cam dudc ra trude gio, ctru vat sao cho duoc



nita. Thé ma thay lang chi chuyén mit thubc cong phat, lai tur dic thudc dé danh bénh thi c6 so gi. Ho
khong biét dem blia riu ma nén vao cay kho, dua song gidé ma x6 vao thuyén nat, ciru sao cho duge, ¢o
khac gi Phi Liém, Ac Lai (4) giup vua 1am sy tan nguoc, Than Bat Hai, Thuong U'édng (5) chuyén
dung hinh phat dé gdy uy danh.

Hai phai trén thuong cong kich 13n nhau, diu ngudi cao minh ciing khong biét theo dudng nao cho
phai, ciing nhu khong thé hop hai phai ay 1am mot dugc (6). Ta thudng ngay dém suy nghi 161 ¢6 nhan
day: "Lam luong y ciing khong khac gi 1am lwong tuéng". Luong y thi quan hé dén tinh ménh ngudi ta,
ma luong tudng thi quan hé dén su an nguy trong nudc, mdi dang mot khac, nhung ciing 1a mot dao.
Tri nudc ¢ dire hoa, ciing phai c6 hinh phat, ma 1am thay lang dung thudc bo, ciing ¢6 khi dung thude
cong (7), khong thé ¢b chap duoc. Bénh nao qua 1a hu thi dung thude bo, ciing nhur 1am tudng nén
dung nhin dtrc, ha tat phai dung hinh phat khat khe nhu ho Thin, ho Han (8). Bénh ndo qua 1a thyc, thi
dung thudc cong, cling nhur 1am trdng dung uy luc, hinh phat, ha tat hai phi nhan nghia dé cho bay
nude chu hau (9) cang kiéu cing 1an at. Boi bo sat phat déu phai tiry thoi cho phai, chir chp né lam
sao dugc.

Hoic c6 nguoi bac rang "Ong néi van 1a phai nhung biét phan biét ké nao 13 thién ma minh tra on, ké
nao la ac ma minh triung phat?".

Ta dap lai réng: "Trudce to1 da nd1 tam kinh, tdm vi, khong thé khuyét mot diéu nao, phai hoc sach Noi
kinh, TS van (10) cho tudng, lai tham bac cac sach y thu cho rong, dimg c6 chép nén cac sach Cang
nhac, Phung thi qua ma ghet thudc cong phat, dirng c6 chuyén tri pho Y hoc hoi xuan qua, ma khong
dung thude tim bo. Hoc cho tinh, 1am cho phai dudng, dau 1am luong tudng ciing dugc nita 13 lam
luong y".

Nudc ta vé& doi Lé co hai 6ng danh y. Mot 14 6 ong L& Lan Ong (11), nguoi lang Liéu Xa, ngu cu 0
Ngh¢ An, chaa Trinh Tinh Vuong thuong don vé kinh d6 dé chita bénh. Ong c6 lamra bo sach Lan
Ong toan tap, Mong trung giac va bo sach Chan d4u chuin thang, hoc luc tham thay, nghi luan xac
dang, song cting it dung thude cong tan. Hoc gia by gid van cho d6 1a nhitng 161 chiu ngoc cach ngon.
Tiéc rang ta chua dugc xem hét bo sach cua 6ng. Hodc co ngudi ndi ong 1a con Lé Hitu Kiéu, song
chua xét dugc rd. Hai 1a quan Thi tra, ngudi Xuan Duc, tén Nguyén Quy, trudce 1a chan Giam sinh, Tri
huyén Ti€n Minh. Ong hoc duogc y thuat chinh truyén, an mach rét tinh, chita bénh rat than hiéu, doi
Trinh Tinh Vuong thing cho 1am Ham nghi x&t An Quang. Ta thay khi 6ng 130 bay muoi, c6 dan cau
d6i rang: “Nhan dyc v nhai, nhan khoi ning vi thién tinh gia — Thién du hitu han, thién qua tat 1ong
nhan nguyén ho”’; nghia 1a: Nguoi long duc vo cung, nguoi trai tinh tro1 sao thé duoc — Troi phan cho
co han, troi chleu ¥ ngudi mai thé ching? Lai ¢ cau: “Tri thuy nhan son, thich y nguyén hi quan tir lac
— Thién nién quéc 1dc, long tam nhan dudng thai binh than”; nghia la: Nudc tri non nhan, thich y dua
vui cung ban khé — Tudi troi 16c nudc, thoa 1ong yén nghi cai thdn nhan. Xem thé thi biét ong 1 ngudi
nhan tan, phong luu, c6 khuynh hudng Lio Trang, tinh rat vui vé.

Anh ho ta 1a Pham Ton Kiéu, nhan vo phai chimg san hau, dau bung, huyét théng thanh hon, ong bao
sic mot lang toan qui, mai ba d6ng nhuc qué, ubng khoi lién. Hoc tro hoi ong sao khong 1ap ra thanh
bai? Ong bao rang "Huyet ngd han thi n6 dong lai, gap nong thi né tan ra, chi hai vi 1a khoi, can gi
phai 1ap thanh bai".

Anh thi ta nhin khi vo mic bénh, udng nham phai dai hoang, bung phat trudng, khat nuée, dai tiéu



tién déu bé tac. Moi 6ng 4n mach, dng bao khong can chi, chi cho udng mot lang duong sam, nim
d6ng nguu tat, ba dong phu tir, udng xong 14 tiéu ngay. Nho sinh Nguyén Vién phai ching phu thiing, da
phat mé sang, 6ng cho uéng mot thang ' 'phu ttr Iy trung” gia dai hoang, cho ha 191, cling khoi lién Con
nhu xem mach cho 6ng Gidm sinh Nguyen Thang & Thach Khoi (12), ong biét rang sang nam tat phai
bénh to; xem mach cho anh thi ta, biét ba nim nita thi chét, sau qua nhién déu chét ca. Con nhiéu viéc
cong hiéu nira, khong thé ké xiét dugc. Xem d6 thi biét ong an mach rat tinh.

(1) Tam dai: Ba doi Ha, Thuong, Chu (nhitng doi thinh vueong nhit cta Trung Qubc).
(2) Poi Muc Vuong nha Chu, Yén Vuong gia nhan gia nghia 1ay long dan dé 1am phan nha Chu.

(3) Boi Chién quoc, Tuong cong nudce Tong gia dao dire, khi thing tran, khong bat ngudi hai th toc
(nguoi gia) dé gay anh hudng ma gianh ngdi ba chu.

(4) Phi Liém, Ac Lai 14 bay t6i vua Tru nha Thuong.

(5) Than bat Hai, Thuong Udng 1a ngudi doi Chién Qudc.

(6) Cau nay khong thdy trong ban dich.

(7) Ttc dung thude dé tri.

(8) Ban dich viét 1a ho Thuong.

(9) Bay nuéc chu hau 1a Tan, S, Yén, T¢, Han, Triéu, Nguy ¢ cudi doi nha Chu bén Trung Hoa.
(10) Ban dich viét thiéu sach TS Van.

(11) Ttc Lé Hitu Trac (1724 — 1791) hiéu Hai Thugng Lan Ong,.

(12) Theo ban gdc.



XU HAI DUONG

X Hai Duong doi c6 1a Hong 16 va Sach | Giang 19, khi thugc Minh la phu Nam Sach, dén doi trung
gian (1) m6i dat ra bon phu la: Thuong Hong, Ha Hong, Kinh Mon va Nam Séch, tong cong muo1 tdm
huyén, dai khai sy thay d6i xua nay 1a nhu thé. Ta thuong xét bén phit Hai Duong, dat rong nguoi
nhiéu, doi ¢ chi phan lam hai 16 hoac mot phu, 16n nho khong déu nhau. Xet mai chua biét nghia 1y ra
thé ndo. Hodc c6 ngudi ndi rang: doi trude chia ra cac quan huyén rat 16n, nhu 1ang T Liém doi Han
tuc la méy huyén Pan Phugng, Tur Li€m, Tho Xuong, Quang Buc, Thanh Tri, Thanh Oai va Thugng
Phac doi nay.

Poi Tran doi Ly, goi 1a Uy 16 ttrc 12 phi Quoc Oai va mot nira phan phu Thuong Tin va phit Ung
Thién (2) do1 nay. Po1 Minh goi 1a phtt Thanh Héa, tirc 1a xtr Thanh Hoa thtra tuyén bay gio, chia lam
bbn phi. Xem thé thi biét dia thé c6 kim phan hop lén nho, mdi doi mot khac. Thé thi xir Hai Duong
ta khi xwa chi 13 hai 16 hodc mét phu, cling chang lay gi lam ngd. Nhung x¢t lai tir doi Ly khi xua, con
mot nira phan tir Thun Hoa tr¢ vao chua thudc vé nudc ta. Pén doi Tran méi gom lay duoc dat
Thuan Hoa. Con céc phu vé Quang Nam, dén doi Lé Hong Prc mdi chiém dat [am quan huyén. Xem
thé thi bd ¢6i doi Ly, doi Tran, so v6i doi nay chi vao do bay, tim phan. Thé ma chia ca toan quic
lam hon muoi 19, xt Hai Duong chi lam hai 19, 1a mot diéu dang ngo. Lai nhu khi thugc Minh, coi
nude phia nam dén tin phu Thing Hoa, xét trong ban d6 mudi 1am x thira tuyén doi Hong Purc, chi
con mot nira phan xtr Quang Nam thira tuyén la chua mé mang dén. Truong Phy, Hoang Phuc khi 4y
lai chia nudc ta ra lam mudi bay phi, ma xi Hai Duong ta chi 13 mot phu, d6 1a hai didu dang ngo.
Huéng chi cac dao Son Tay, Kinh Bic, Thanh Hoa, Nghé An, Thuan Hoa, Quang Nam, con nhiéu phﬁn
ndi rirng 1n 16n, & doi o, con c6 chd 1a lang xom cuia ngudi Man ngudi Moi, hodc con 1a bo ¢di vé
phén nude khac, sau ndy méi dan dan m¢ mang thu vao ban d6. Tyu trung nhitng noi dia thé bang
phang, non song rong rai, som dugc tiép cai giao hoa nha Minh, nha Thanh, van vét ciing chua dugc
may. Thé thi cai ché 46 bd ¢di trude con thd sau mai tinh, trude con luge sau moi twong dugc. Xu
Hai Duong ta, dat cat nhiéu noi soi da, it c6 loi séng nude chudm cham, so véi cac tran khac thyc
kém nhiéu. Nhung duoc cai dia thé phang ma mach so, nudc chua ma hoi lat, nguyén khong phai 1a
coi lam chudng. Tur doi Tan, Han tré xudng, xir Hai Duong ta da cung voi dat Long Bién, quan Phong
Thuy (3), déu dugce nhiém cai phong hoa Hoa Ha (4), the ma bG ¢d1 phan hop khi 16n, khi nho, con ¢6
diéu kha nghi nhu thé. Ta sinh truong & dat 4 ay, hoc van co 1au, lai gip budi doi cai cach, sach vo tan
nat, khong thé ké ctru vao dau duoc, nén van 4n han rang khong duoc gip cac cu khi xwa nhu cu Tiéu
An, cu Qué Puodng (5) dé ma chit van.

Nhing quan huyén nudce ta xua nay thay d6i, mdi luc mot khac. Xét nhu cai phép trong thién Vil cong,
ctr 14y tén nui song dé goi tén dat, thi khong hop duoc hét ca. Chi c6 xtr ta ma goi la Hai Duong thi
hinh nhu ¢6 ¥ nghia nhu thé. Ctr xem ban d6 trong ndi phu thi hai pha Thuong Hong, Ha Hong 14 noi
d6ng bang rong rai, chi c¢6 nhitng huyén Thiy Puong, An Lao, An Duong, Nghi Duong thudc vé phu
Kinh Mén va huyén Quang Minh (?) thugc phu Nam Sach la nhitng no1 dat lién voi bé dong. Nhung co
mot giai bé dong vong quanh ¢ phia ngoai, tuy rang co giao thong triéu ciing (6) nhung so vai nhirng
xtr Son Nam, Thanh Hoa, Ngh¢ An vong quanh nhirng dat rudng nudc min thi khac nhau xa. Va cd
nhan cho noi ndo & vé phia nam c6 nui, phia bic c6 song thi méi goi 1a dwong. X Hai Duong ta & vé
phia tiy bé dong ma goi 1a duong thi khong phai. Con vé phia nam lién c¢di véi cac huyén xit Son
Nam déu 14 dong bang ca, sao lai goi 1a hai? Ta tir khi 16n 1én di hoc van c6 ¥ nghi ngd vé cai nghia



eiy ma khong xét ra dugc. Gan day, xem sach C6 chi, méi biét dia thé nudc ta tir phia Nam Diéu chay
xubng den xtr Son Nam, ma nhiing xar Hai Duong, Thanh Hoa déu gidp o bén canh, doi xua cira bé
con & vé cudi song Hoang Giang, cach vOi nhirng cira bé Diém Ho, Tra Ly doi nay dén do6 vai tram
dim. Xem thé thi x@ Hai Duong ta & vé doi co, phia nam cting gin bé, chang phai 1a ¢ phia bic bé
dong u? Nén goi tén la Hai Duong chung ciing lay vé nghia ay chang? Pén nay, nhu xa Quan Anh & xtr
Son Nam ha, nhitng noi dat min da dan bién thanh rudng dau, mdi nim dén hang vai trim mau, dia thé
lién lac v&i nhau, thanh mot canh dong bang. Tudng nhu thé 6 vai trim nim nira, nhirng noi dat bén
bé dan dan nguoi & dong duc, cing chang khac gi Thai Binh thuong 16, ma nhirng ctra bé Tra Ly,
Diém Ho lai thanh ra & vé phia bic ctra bé Hoang Giang. Nhitng ngudi khao cb vé sau ndy con biét
lay d¢au 1am ching ct nita.

Hai phu Thuong, Ha Hong khi xua goi 1a Hong 10 hay la Hong Nhan 16, Nhan Hung phu, gin ddy méi
goi 1a Thuong Hong, Ha Hong. Bo1 vi ¢6 con song Hong Giang tu phia tay bac chay xudng vong
quanh trong khoang bay huyén, c6 nhdn mGi nhdn tén con song Ay ma dit tén dat la Hong 16. Ciing nhu
Uy 10, phu Quoc Oai, huyén Thanh Oai. T4, hitu, thwong, ha Thanh Oai xa, vi & gan con song Thanh
Oai nén mGi dat tén nhu thé. Huyén Gia Phuc, xa Hong Thi doi nay ay 1a noi di tich Hf)ng Lo doé.
Huyén Gia Phuc khi xua goi 1a huyén Truong Tan (7), Hong 16 khi xura dong 1i s6 ¢ Hong Thi. Boi Ly
c6 Poan Thuong ra danh giic & Hong Chau, vé sau chong nhau v&i nha Tran, thudng dap thanh liy o
Hong Thi. Khoang nam Quang Thiéu, Thdng Nguyén (8) doi L&, vua Lé phai chay ra ngoai, cting lay
Hong Thi lam noi hanh tai. V& noi ay, duong bd dudng thity chiu ca vao, trén thong dén xir Kinh Bic,
duéi tiép dén x Son Nam, phia dong thi ciing véi nhitng pha Nam Sach, Kinh Mén, Hai Pong déu
lién h¢ giao thong vo1 nhau, cung 1a mét noi d6 hdi cua Hai Duong thuong 16 vay. Héng Thi, chir
hong 12 binh thanh tiéng bang (9), ma Hong Chau thi chir héng ay thuong doc 1a binh thanh tiéng bang.
Xet trong thi tap cac danh gia doi L€ va cac bai biéu ta doi co thi chur hong déu theo tiéng bang.
Nhung khong biét cai tén Hong 16 doi Ly thi chir hong theo vé tiéng nao?

Noi d6 hoi & Thuong Hong, Ha Hong thi huyén Trudng T4n 1a hon ca. Nhung day 1a mot noi bang
phang, khong c6 nii, khong ki€ém duoc ca lyc thiy danh thang, va vé vi tri quin sy, mudn khong ché ca
mién nti 1an mién b, thi khong bang huyén Chi Linh thuc phi Nam Sach. Doi Tién Lé c6 dat ra Hai
Duong D6 dbc Binh st ty, ciing lay noi dy lam tri s6. Nguoi nha Minh 1ap toa D6 ty cling dong ¢ Chi
Linh, 1y mot noi c6 thanh ma chdng nhau véi quan nha Lé, hang ndm khong ha dugc. Mai dén khi toa
Tam ty ¢ thanh Dong Quan giang hoa xong, lai dugc toan quan dem vé Trung Hoa. Xem thé thi dia loi
cling c¢6 phan b tro dugce nhiéu. Poi Lé Trung hung cting 14y noi 4y 1am noi tran ty tri s6. Khoang
nam Long Bure, Vinh Hyu (10), Nguyén Tuyén (11) c6 dem quan lira bat quan tran tudng, rdi chiém cir
14y tran thanh dé 1am phan. Céu Vuong 1a Binh Quin cong phung ménh di danh giic, dem bay co binh,
bay con voi, ma van trui trir & ving An Nhan, An Pht, khong dam tién quan 1én, danh bo noi qué
hwong Mi Thy (12), bi gidc ddt phd tan hai ma khong dam theo dudi danh. Sau d6, lai phai roi noi
tran ly dén lang Mao Pién thuoc huyén Cam Giang, cach kinh d6 mdt ngay dudng, phia namla tran
Hoa Duong, phia bac 1a tran Thi Cau, ciing déu di do mot ngay duong, y 1a mu6n cho gan noi vién
trg, tién viéc chay tram cho nhanh chong ma th6i. Nhirng ngudi cam quyén nudce lay bay gio lo tinh
nhu thé khong phai ké sdu xa. Mua ha nim Binh Ngo (1786), quan trin thi Hai Duong 1a Ngan Thach
HAu, ¢6 dén nim séu co binh, lai ¢6 kho dan lwong thuc du ca, thé ma khong gitr duoc tran thanh, phai
bo chay, van xin nguoi nh6 ma doi 4o cho ma tron, nguoi ta déu cudi 1a khiép s¢. Pén khi chua Trinh
la Yén Do Vuong (13) chay sang bac, vua Chiéu Thong hai 1an chay sang Trung Hoa, va doi Tay Son
gan day bi mat nude, cic quan Tran tudng déu khong gitr dugc tran thanh mot ngay, d6 1a tai van



nuée. Cac quan phuong dién khong phai nguoi gioi, nhung cling tai cac tran thanh khong phai 1a noi
hiém yéu.

Ta tir khi nho dé phai luu lac, chua tung dén tran thanh. Thang bay nam Nham Tuét (1802) c6 quan
Ng6 hau ngud1 Thanh Chuong lam Hiép tran ¢ do, ta mo1 tir kinh d6 vé yét kién. Ta co di choi xem
chung quanh tran thanh, thi thay dat lién dong bang, gan mot con sdng nho, tréng 1én phia Bac Giang
thi dia thé cao dan, khong khac gi trén thém trong xudng sén, phia Cam Giang thi hep khong phai la
budém téu} tu hpp. O1! Pinh do6 dat tran ma chi lay 01’710 gé}n noi ‘Ehanh vién (14), tién viéc chay tram,
khong d¢ y den viéc cong thu sau nay, thi sao co6 thé khong cheé son hai, ho vé cho chon bang ki dugc.
Ta nhan cam hirng c6 cau tho rang:

Hong 16 thuong du Hai Duong tran,

Y y ¢6 thi diém han diéu.

bé ky v¢ duc chiémy can,

Hai qudc quan ha khong ngu dao.

Lao lac thanh ham Mao bd nguyét,

Hbi hoan luc truéng Cam giang kiéu.

Sa binh di khoat nhan ngdm diéu,

Di thc tan qua tich vi tiéu.

Dich:

Trén s Hai Duong trén Hong 19,

Pon canh vang vang tiéng chudng pha.

Kinh vua vé duc (15) duong gan dam,

Mit bé quan ha dam thang xa.

Béng nguyét xom Mao trong vat ding,

Dip cau song Cam tham mu qua.

Céanh dong man mac khi nhan ngong.

No cudc can qua dau chira 10a.

(1) Tir Minh tr& vé sau.



(2) Ban dich viét 1a Ung hoa.

(3) Ban dich viét 1a Phong ChAu.

(4) Hoa Ha: vung trung nguyén cua Trung Hoa.

(5) Tiéu An tirc Chu Van An, Qué Pudng tirc Lé Qui Pon.

(6) Triéu ctng 13 danh tir ctia c4c thiy dia 1y, triéu 1a chau vao, cing 1a 6m 1ay.
(7) Nay la huyén Gia Loc.

(8) Quang Thiéu (1516 — 1522) 1a nién hiéu L& Chiéu Tong, Thong Nguyén (1522 — 1527) 1a nién
hi¢u Lé Hoang d¢ xuan.

(9) Ban dich viét 1a thuong thanh tiéng tric. (tducchau)

(10) Long Purc (1732 — 1735) 1a nién hiéu Lé Thuan Tong. Vinh Hyu (1735 — 1740) 14 nién hiéu Lé Y
Tong.

(11) Nguyén Tuyén, Nguyén Cir 1anh dao cudc khai nghia cua nong dan nim 1739.
(12) Ttrc Trinh Bong.

(13) Ban dich viét 1a Mi Thit. (tducchau)

(14) Thanh vién 1a truyén tin tiép Ung.

(15) V€ duc la bao v¢, giap do.



TEN HUYEN PUONG AN

Cai tén huyén Puong An khong biét dit ra tir doi nao? Sach Puong Ptc Tong ky quyén thuong (1)
chép: do1 vua PBirc Tong, ba cong chua Puong An dung thap, quan Binh chuong sy 1a Khuong Cong
Phu hét strc can ngan, trai y vua phai bai tudng. Cir theo phép nha Pudng, phong hi¢u cho cac cong
chua, thuong l1ay tén huyén, nhung xem sach Dia ly chi do1 Duong thi trong dat nuéc Trung Hoa khong
c6 tén huyén Pudng An ma khi ay nude ta duwong thude vé nha Puong, hodc gia tén huyén Pudng An
& nude ta, dat ra tir trude doi Trinh Nguyén (2), Kién Trung chiang?

Sach Tu ky cta ho Vo & Mo Trach bao réng, tr do1 6ng Vo Hon méi sang kinh lugc c61 Giao Nam, vi
yéu mén phong thuy danh thing d¢at Mo Trach mdi mé dat dung ay, 14y hai chir Pudng An dit tén
huyén, Kha Mo dat tén thon. Thé thi tén huyén Puong An dat ra tir do1 Vo Hon, cling hoi c¢6 I€. Nhung
V& Hon sinh ra & cudi doi Pudng, cach doi vua Ptrc Tong xa lam. Ma cai tén hai chit Puong An da
xuat hién tw doi Dirc Tong roi, thé thi cai thuyét ctia sach Tu ky ciing chua chic di tin duoc. Va lai
sach gia pha riéng cua ho Vo, tir doi V6 Hon méi sang kinh luoc, cho mai dén doi Tran, trong khoang
vai trim ndm, pham nhitng thé thr (3) chi phai (4), quan phong (5), thuy hiéu (6) déu khong chép day
du, duy co6 viéc dung ép, dat t€n huyén, lai chép dugc tudng ¢ trong sdch Tu ky ctia ngud1 doi sau, thi
chua chic da tin dugce. Vay hay ghi chép lai day, dé doi nguoi hién triét doi sau xét doan.

(1) Ban dich viét 1a Buong ky.

(2) Trinh Nguyén 1a nién hiéu Puong Pirc Tong. Kién Trung 1a nién hiéu Téng Huy Tong.
(3) Thé thir 13 doi ndy doi khac.

(4) Chi phai 1a nganh nay, nganh khac; phai nay, phai khac.

(5) Quan phong la quan chirc tudc phong.

(6) Thuy hiéu 1a tén thuy (tén dit sau lac chét), tén hiéu.



TEN LANG CHAU KHE

Nhan tai & Hong Chu ta rat nhiéu, vé doi Tran khoang nim Xuong Phu (1) ¢6 Chau Tung Trinh thong
linh quan Tam Swong cAm binh, chd lang ¢ tu hop dong duc, mdi goi 1a thén Chau Xa. Vé sau, nhan
dinh cang ngay cang nhleu, nén bi¢t 1ap lam mdt xa, nhan chit chau, thém bo phu vao, goi 1a lang Chau
Khé, gan day lai viét 1am 1a Trau Khé. Quan Tu d6 Tran Nguyén Dan co vi cau cong tir quan Tam
Suong, soan mot bai bia dé ky niém, vin nghia sau sa, net chir ¢6 kinh, lau ngay mua sa gio tap, nhirng
hang chit trong bia ciing ¢6 st mon di. Cai bia 4y ciling 1a mot ¢o tich & huyén ta.

Xét Chau cong hién dat khoang nam Xwong Phu, duong luc Xich Chuy hau 12 HO Quy Ly cam quyén
chinh. Cac quan trong triéu nguoi nao dua theo dugc hién dat, ngudi ndo khac ¥ thi khong thé giit toan
duoc 1oc vi. Bang HO6 Cong, Tran Nguyén Pan 13 ngudi ho nha vua, lai kiém chire cyu tudng ton qui,
c6 bung lo nghi dén nha vua, dd boc 19 ra nhirng cau tho cau hat, thé ma con phai ay ndy lo nghi viéc
sau o1 minh, dén ndi dem ca hai con ky thac cho Quy Ly. Vay thi Chau cong l1a nguoi khac ho, gitr
quan ciAm vé dimg & trong trleu tt cung co cach dé xtr vé chd ddng tinh, di tinh ay. Nhung dau dudi
Chau cong lam quan ¢ trong triéu thé nao, khong thay chép trong sir, dén cac nha lam truyén ky ciing
khong chep. Néu khong c6 cai bia cua 6ng Tran Nguyén Dan thi tich danh, quan tudc ctia Chau cong
dé thuong ciing mai mot & trong dam cé xanh, dom lira. Nao nhitng ngudi xe ngura nghénh ngang, 40
mil xing xinh, ngang nhién tu dac & trén doi, moi chdp mat di bién di dau mat ca, ké biét bao nhiéu!

(1) Xuong Phui (1377 — 1389) 1a nién hiéu Tran Phé Dé



POAN THUQNG

Huyén Truong Tan (1) ¢ phu Ha Hong ta ¢ dén tho Pong Hai Pai Vuong, tén la Boan Thuong. Ong
von 1a mot vi trung thin doi nha Ly, da ting chép o trong sach Tang thuong ngau lyc. Nay & céc lang
An Nhan, An Phu, huyén Pudng Hao va cac lang Hong Thi, huyén Gia Phuc (2) déu thy 1am phiic
than. Lai con c6 dén tho Tung Giang Pai Vuong tén 13 Nguyén Phuc, nguoi lang Poan Tung, huyén
Truong Tan, nha 6ng & trén song Tung Giang. Khoang nim Hong Pire, ong theo quan vao Nam chinh,
di déc van quan luong, 1§ sai hen, bén xin chiu t6i quan phap. Viéc nay da chép o trong sach O Chau
can luc (3). Nay ¢ Thuan Hoa c6 dén Tung Giang tho lam Thuong dang phuc than. Chd nha & cil trén
song Tung Giang, nay tirc 1a bén do Thong, con ¢ mo chon o day. Truyén rang khap muoi hai cira bé,
cac nha ngu ho déu tho 1am than, rat linh g, ciing nhu bén Trung Hoa, ¢ dat Phic Kién, c6 tho ba
Lam Thién Phi. Khoang nam Quy Hoi (1803) doi Gia Long, c6 chiéc thuyén budn ghé vao bén
Truong Tan, nguoi trong thuyen 4n mic noi ning déu giéng ngudi Nghé. Khi ban hang xong, ho quay
chéo vé nam. BDém hom ay, thay md than bi dao 1én va 4o quan khiéng di mat. Chirng 14 bon 1ai budn
ay lay trom, khong biét 1a y 1am sao.

(1) Huyén Truong Tan tirc 1a huyén Gia Loc va huyén Thanh Mién, tinh Hai Duong,
(2) Huyén Gia Phuc tirc 1a huyén Gia Loc.

(3) O chau can luc 13 sach cia ‘Duong Van An (1513 — ?) ngudi Quang Binh, lam quan do1 nha Mac.
Tac gia Vii trung tity but c6 viét cudn O chau luc.



PHAM TU HU

Trong sach Truyén ky du thién tao luc co chép truyén ong Pham Tt Hu. Ong von ngudi lang Nghia Lu,
huyén Cam Giang, phu Hong Chéu (1); lang Nghia Lur, nay doi 1a lang Nghia Pha. Nguoi ta truyen
rang sau khi 6ng mat, thuy hiéu 1a ‘Trung Trinh Dai Vuong, nay van thd' 1am phuc than ¢ ngoai bé.
Nhung trong str sach lai khong thiy chép, vy nén ghi lai day dé xét.

(1) Ban dich viét 1a Ha Hong.



PHAM NGU LAO

Ong Pham Ngii Lao, ngudi lang Phu Ung, huyén Buong Hao, lac con han vi, thuong ngdi xép bang
tron & bén duong cai quan, ché tre dan sot. Chot khi &y, Hung Dao PBai Vuong keo quan tir Van Kiép
vé kinh, quan tién phong thet ong dung day, 6ng clr ngoi xEp bang tron ma dan, hinh nhu khong nghe gi.
Quén linh 1ay gido dam vao dui, ngon giao mac vao day khong rat ra dugc, nhung 0 6ng van cur ngoi
yén. Khi vong Hung Dao Vuong dén, Vuong moi hoi: "Pui nha nguoi bi dam nhur thé, sao khong biét
dau, ma lai cur ng01 nhu vay?". Ong thua rang: "To6i duong nghi miy cau trong binh thu, nén khong
nghe thay gi ca". Vuong ben dung vong lai, hoi thir binh co muu lugce, thi 6ng trng d6i troi chay.
Vuorng lay 1am la, cho 18n xe dua vé, roi ga con gai nudi cho. Sau, Pham Ngiti Lao di tong quan danh
gidc Nguyén, co cong, thang Ién coi quan cam v¢. Nhirng keé vé si thay ong 14 ngudi han vi moi hién
dat thi 1y 1am khinh, lién xin cling ong dau v6. Ong céo vé nha nghi vai thang, cir ngay ngay ra cai go
cao & lang bén canh tap nhay, nhay dén ndi sat ca mot géc go. Hét han nghi roi, ong vao triéu, dau voi
cac vé si. Bon vé si ndm sau ngudi quan lai dau voi 6ng. Ong tay ddm chan d4, nhe nhang nhu bay. Vé
sau, nuoc Al Lao vao an cudp, dem voi bay tran xong vao, khong ai chéng duoc. Ong duoc 1énh dem
quan di danh. Ong sai chit gdc tre vac nhon, dai do vai thudc, chat ca bén duong, roi vay cho quan
quén lui lai, mdt minh x6ng vao danh nhau v&i gidc. Gidc tha voi ra dudi. Ong ctr x6ng vao 14y nhirng
doan tre & bén duong dam vao moéng chan voi. Voi dau phai lui. Tran giac dai loan. Quan quin xong
vao danh v& tan. Ay déu 1 nhitng dat sir cua 6ng ma khong thiy chép & trong st.

Nay dén tho ong ¢ phia tdy lang Phu Ung, trong xubng song. C6 hai ba coéng chiia dugc phdi hudng
(1). Mot ba la con gai nu6i Hung Dao Vuong 1ay 6ng khi trude, mot ba la con gai 6ng hi¢u la Tinh
Thi, tr1eu nha Tran. Nguoi doi truyén rang dén tho 6 ong lam ngay trén nén nha cii ctia ong, nguyen
nganh vé hudng tay, trong xudng ao, & gitta a0 co cai kima an (2) n01 trén mat nudc, do ngoai nira dam
c6 cai giao dai (3) lamho vé. Song Phu Ung 1a ho thily nghich triéu (4), cac nha phong thiy déu khen
13 noi dwong trach (5) tot.

Poi Le, khi mdi dep yén gidc Cao Binh, trong lang Phtt Ung ¢6 mdt quan vin than tén 1 V3 Vinh Tién,
tudi con tré da 1am nén khoa hoan, cAm trong binh doc tran & Cao Binh. Nhirng nguoi ky ldo ¢ trong
lang déu ghen ghét, viéc gi ctng d¢ nén khong cho du. Mbi khi lang vao dam, c6 1& &n udng, thi moi
nguoi déu thoai thac, khong mudn ngdi cing chiéu voi Vo cong. Vo cong sai dem mot tram lang bac
va trau, gao ta 16i. Chiing khudc di khong nhan, bat phai than vé tan noi. Vo cong dat trau, dem bac
vé, ludn lot cho duoc thoa long. PBuoc it lau, cai hiém khich cii d& quén dan, ong mad1 ban véi dan
xoay miéu than vé hudng béc, xong dau ddy, 1ap dan chiéu hon, roi nhay xudng séng ma thé ring;
"Lang ndy di coi khinh khoa hoan thi vé& sau khong nén c6 nira". Tir khi V& cong mat, hoc trd trong
lang khong miy ngudi dd dat duoc nita. Lang moéi hdi han vé chd xir t& véi ong qua. Khoang nim Binh
Ngo, Pinh Mui (1726 — 1727) lai xoay miéu thin vé hudng tdy nhu cii, nhung trong lang bi dich tai
hai, dan khéng dugc yén, danh lai phai dé vé hudng bac. Oi! Thoi chat phac doi co di tan dan, phong
tuc cang ngay cang kiéu bac. C6 ké di chu du rach nat ca 4o, khi tré vé nhd, vo véi chi dau ciing khinh
(6). Co ké ganh ctii vira di vira hoc ma bi lang xom ché cudi. Pén khi dd deo tudng an sau nude, cudi
xe quan Thai thii nghénh ngang thi nhitng ké khinh bac giéu cot khi xua méi lai don rudc kinh trong,
Xem nhu bai Tac cAm duong ky ctia ong Au Duong (7) da néi, thi ngudi doi xua ciing ¢6 cach xtr vé
viéc ay; viéc gi ma phai thé nguyén nhé mon dé chia 18i voi ké hep hoi 4y!



(1) Phdi hudng 13 ciing duoc thd cung.
(2) Kim 4n 1 danh tir cua céc thay dia 1y goi miéng dat vudng giong nhu cai 4n vang,
(3) Gido dai 1a mot go dat trong hinh nhur cai gido, chir Han goi 13 trang can.

(4) Trong phép phong thuy c6 chia ra tay long (bén trai), tay ho (bén phai); ho thiy nhich triéu co
nghia 1a con séng Phu Ung 13 tay hd chiu nguoc vé.

(5) Ciing trong phép phong thily c6 chia ra duong trach (nha &), 4&m pham (md chon).
(6) Nhic lai sy tich Té6 Tan doi Chién Quéc.

(7) Tac Au Duong Tu doi Tong.



PHAM CU SI

Ong Pham Cu ST ngudi huyén Dong Triéu, lam muu cha cho qua tudng quan Poan Thuong. Biy gior
cudi doi nha Ly, trong nude sap loan. Ong khuyén bao trudc Poan Thugng hop quan & Hong Chau.
Vé sau vua Thai Ton nha Tran dugc ba Chiéu Hoang truyén ngdi cho, 6ng Poan Thuong bén chuyén
gitr mat tinh Pong. Quan Thai su nha Tran 13 Tha Do méi bay muu 14y nang cong chiia Ngoan Thiém
ga cho Hoai Pao, Hleu Vo vuong la Nguyen Non, bao ong ay dem quan tir huyén Qué Duong phia
Kinh Bic, kéo xubng phia nam danh ap Cam Giang. Poan Thuong phai dem hét quan ra mat Ay dé
chéng cu. Thu Do bén dem dai binh qua song Nhi Ha, kéo xudng phia dong danh huyén Pudng Hao.
Doan Thuong 1ién sai Pham muu chu luu lai, chéng gilr mat Cam Giang, con Doan thi dén phia tay
chdng nhau v6i Thi Do. Vé sau, quin Poan bi thua & lang Yén Nhan, toan quan cta Pham ciing tan v&.
Pham tir CAm Giang chay tron xudng phia nam dén lang Hoach Trach thi vét thuong ning qua phét ra
ma chét. Nay lang Hoach Trach c6 dén thd 6ng Pham va dem dng Poan phdi hudng. Lang cii cta ong
Poan 12 Hong Thi c6 dén thd' 6ng Poan va ciing dem 6ng Pham phdi hudng, hai noi déu 1a noi di tich.
Oi! Puong luc ho Ly, ho Tran thay ngdi d6i chi, Tha Do 4m muru cudp nudce, chit dirt mach song Puc
Giang, tuyét hét tong chi 1ang C6 Phap, chiém 14y ba cong chua Thién Cuc lam vg, dem ga ba Chiu
Hoang cho mot nguo1 khac, nguoi nhur thé thi that 12 nhin tAm qua! Thé ma nhitng nguoi di thin nha
Ly déu bo tay cti dau chiu 1am bay toi. Duy c¢6 ho Poan, ho Pham 14 ké bay tdi xa x01 ma biét cat gitr
lay mot chau, 1iéu chét chdng giir, thuc dang 13 ké 1iét truong phu. Tuy hung vong vén ¢ dinh s, sirc
nguoi khong thé chuyén doi dugc, nhung chinh khi hén nhién van con mii véi troi dat. Bon Thu Do &
dudi dat kia ha chang then chét di u?



LANG HA BI

Lang Ha Bi ¢ huyén ta khi xua, chua tirng ¢6 nguoi nao lam nén quan to. Cac cd 140 ¢6 truyén rang;
khoang nam Quang Thi¢u (1) c6 nguoi lam dén chirc Tran Qudc Pai Tudng quan, thuong dem dai
quin vé dong & lang, c6 treo cai bién vang "Tran Qudc Pai Tudng quan" & trude dinh Bui Thon.
Nhung xét trong sir sach thi khong thiy chép, nén khong xét ra duoc tén ho. Nay thay trong qudc st vé
khoang doi Quang Thiéu, Théng Nguyén, trong nuée r6i loan (2), vua Lé phai chay, thudng dit noi
hanh tai (3) & huyén Truong Tan; tudng khi 4y nhirng ké hao kiét phwong déng irng ménh can vuong
cling c6 ké 1am nén dén dai trdng cAm trong binh, cling 13 18 tit phai c6. Pén khi ho Mac cudp ngi,
quan 1am st bo chirc vy, khong ai chép, khién cho ké trung than liét si mai mot, khong ai biét dén.
Than 61, thuong thay!

(1) Quang Thi€u (1516 — 1522) 1a nién hi¢u Lé Chiéu Tong.
(2) Cau nay khong thay trong ban dich. (tducchau)

(3) Chd vua dirng chan nghi khi di tuan du.



PO UONG

Ong P4 Udng ngudi lang Poan Tung, huyén Trudng Tan, khi xua co ba ngoai, goa chong som, nha
ngheo, mo' ngdi hang nude ¢ bén duong. Mot hom, co nguoi Hoa kiéu di dao cua vé, vao nghi, bo
quén mot go1 bac. Mot lat, trd lai, ba 1ao dem du sb bac tra cho. Nguoi Hoa kiéu chia mot sb bac dén
on, ba khong nhin. Ngudi Hoa kiéu ay cam céi cao nghia ma bao rang: "Chd ndy c6 mot ngdi dat, doi
doi co nguoi lam nén chire cong khanh. Toi mudn 14y ngoi dat d6 dén on ba". Ba 130 bui ngni ma
rang "Than gia nay co con cai gi dau, chi con sot dira chau ngoai ba doi, con mong cong khanh gi
nira". Nguoi ay noi rang: "Chau ngoai cling dugc, duy phat khong dugc 1au dai ma th61". Ben ¢6 nai
xin dé bang dudng cho ba ngoi dat dy. Sau P Ubng vao thi dinh, d6 Bang nhin, 1am quan nha Mac
dén chire Thi lang. Poi Lé Trung hung, ong lai vé voi nha L&, cung vo1 Nhir Cong Tung, ngudi lang
Nhir X4 ¢ huyén ta, coi gilr viéc gidy tO ngoai giao, lay chirc vin quan di theo 1én Nam Quan dbi
kham bo ¢di, giao thiép voi Trung Hoa, déu lam quan den Thuong thu. Bugc it 1au, quan nha Mac lai
khoi 1€n, vung Ttr Tuyén khong dugc yén, chaa Trinh mudn rude vua Lé vé An Trang. Do Ubng cb
can, xin lvu lai dé ¢ tha. Chaa Trinh sinh nghi, tay cam giao vang dam chét. V& sau, ong dugc truy
phong 1am phuc than. Ta thudng dén lang Poan Tung, nhan xem cai ngdi mo phat tich, thdy mot khu
dat 16n thiy hinh (1) vong quanh vai muoi mau, trén ving dat ay, chd 16i, chd 10m, chd md, chd khép,
hinh thé cling dep, chinh gitra ndi 1én mot go kim hinh (2), chirng do hon mudi budc, c6 mot ngodi
nude hinh chit nhat chay ngang, r6i chay vong lai hinh nhu chir at Kiéu dat Cao Vuwong néi "Thiy loan
at tu" (nghia 1a nuéc chay vong hinh chit 4t) chinh 1a dat nay ching? Oi! Muon thé dat phat cong
khanh ma ghép vao cho ngudi chiu ngoai, cai meo cua nguoi Hoa kiéu ay lam dat ciling ky that! Nhung
ma Do cong sau bi tai va, con chau ciing suy, khong co tiéng tim L g, thé thi cai meo ctia con nguoi
khong bang cai 18 tir nhién ctia tao hoa. Cac thay dia 1y hay di boc ma cho nguo1, xem do cting nén
tinh ngd. Tuy thé, trong khoang nim Dién Thanh, Quang Hung (3), nhu’ng vigc g1ay td vé ngoal glao
quan h¢ khong phai nho, tré1 moi sinh ra nguoi ay dé lam cho xong cai viéc d6i kham bo ¢di & trén
ctra Nam Quan, vay thi 6ng 4y sinh ra 1a boi tw dau lai, ma chét 1 boi tu dau di, chir khong phai céi
thuat nha dia 1y c6 thé xoay chuyén dugc.

(1) Thay hinh 1 go dét c6 nhiéu canh goc.
(2) Kim hinh 1a go dat tron.

(3) Dién Thanh (1578 — 1585) 1a nién hiéu Mac Mau Hop. Quang Hung (1578 — 1599) 1a nién hi¢u
Lé The Tong.



NHU CONG TUNG

Ong Nhir Cong Tung nguoi lang Nhir Xa huyén ta, dd Tién sT doi nha Mac, dén doi L8 trung hung lai
theo Vé,Lé, co di ho tung chua Trinh 1€n d61 khdm trén Nam Quan, sau lai sang su Trung Hoa, lam
quan dén Thuong thu. Nguyén nha cli ¢ trude xom chua lang ay, rong chung tam chin mau, gitra c6
mot cai go mo 6ng chon ¢ day. Khoang nam Binh Ngo, Dinh Mui (1786 — 1787) c6 6ng Nhir Cong
Chan, nguoi Hoach Trach, thuong dén choi lang Nhir X4, qua nén nha ct cua Nhir Cong Tung, c6 bai
tho rang:

C6 tu mon tién thap mau o1,

Truyén van thira tuéng cyu dinh dai.

Vo6 danh da thao mai u kinh,

Bat phan nhan hoa lac vén dai.

L& bo tam triéu cong dau tuan,

Nam Quan ludng d6 str thiéu hoi.

Cong danh pha qui kim ha tai,

Tich mich thu phong thd nhat d6i.

Dich:

Mudi miu quanh chia dat rong thay,

Nha quan tudng cii day 1a day.

Nghi vui co ndi nao ai biét,

Réu lap hoa tan no ké hay.

Bo L2 ba triéu ngodi chot vot,

Ctra quan hai d¢ st xa khoi.

Cong danh pha qui con dau nita,

Hiu hat hoi may nudém co day.

Bai tho 4y ciing c6 y cam khai. Oi ! Nhu 6 ong Nhir Cong Tung gap budi thinh thoi, cing 1am quan véi
ong Do cong (1) ngu0'1 Doan Tung, cung coi viéc giay td ngoai giao, khién cho Nam Bac lai dugc
hiru nghi v6i nhau, thé 13 giup nude thanh cong. Nay doc nhirng tip vin chép & Chau tu tiy bang luc



thi thay nhitng 4ng vin chuong 4y da 1am rang r& cho nudc nha. That dang khen. Chi c6 diéu, ong ta
lam quan v61 ho Mac, cling nhu vién ngoc bach bich ¢6 ti vét, kha tiéc thay! Con nhu Nhir Cong Chan
0 Hoach Trach, gap luc loan, gia cachr6 dai dé giir cho sach minh, khong ra lam quan, nho mat gia
tri, thi cting la phai. Nhung dén luc tudi tac di gia, lai mudn cau canh lay mdt danh ménh ctia Tay Son,
chang hay sau khi xung sudi vang, Nhit Cong Chan c6 gip Nhir Cong Tung thi nghi sao?

(1) Ttrc BS Udng.



LY PAO TAI

Huyén Quang thién su 12 Ly Pao Tai, nguot lang Van Ti, huyén Gia Dinh, 1a bac khoa bang ma bo di
tu, chuyén nay da chép ¢ Tric lam truyén dang luc. Gan day, 6ng Nguyén Hoan, nguoi Co do c6 soan
bai Huyén Quang hanh bang qubc ngit, trong c6 ndi dén chuyén nang Bich, nhung truyén ay khong thay
chép trong su, ta thuong lay 1am ngod. Con nhé khi méi 1én bay tdm tudi, thudng theo ba tién cung nhan
ta sang hau ba ¢6 ho ngoai 1a ba chinh that quan Thiém su V5 cong, nguot lang Mo Trach. Khi cac ba
ngdi roi noi chuyén, co noi dén nang Bich, ta méi biét qua co ngudi Ay that. Ba phu nhan thudng noi
rang: Mo nang Bich ¢ lang Hoach Trach; budi dau nim Canh Hung, c6 ké dao 1én thi thay quan i van
con son son y nguyén, mé ra xem, quan tai ddy nude trong veo, hwong thom ngat mii, roi ddy lai lién
(1). Sau 6ng Nhit Cong Chin ¢6 cau tho rang:

Giai nhan lac dia ty kim diéu.

Nghia la:

Giai nhan day doa ryng bong vang.
Lai co cau:

Tang hudng tiéu phong khoa yéu diéu,
Khude lai son ty ban khong thién.
Nghia la:

Phong tiéu thud trudce tirng khoe dep,
Chua nuai sau nay tua canh khong,

Bai tho ay toan dem di khic bia dé chon truéc md, nhung sau lai thoi. Ta tiée rang khong nhd duoc
toan bai.

(1) Cau chuyén nhu sau: Huyén Quang 1a mot vi thién su ddc dao. Nam 6ng 60 tudi, vua Anh Ton sai
nang Piém Bich dén thir 6ng. Diém Bich 1a mot cung nhan. Thi Bich dén chua, xin & lai tu hanh, t6i
tim cach choc gheo 6ng, nhung khong dugc. Cudi cung, nghi ra cach lay duoc nén vang nha vua ban
cho 6ng, rdi trd vé tau da cam dd duoc ong. Sau mdi biét duoc sy that. Sach Tam t6 dao luc cd chép
bai tho ném nang Piém Bich 1am gheo 6ng:

Vang vac trang mai anh nude,
Hiu hiu gi6 trac ngan sinh.

Ngudi hoa troi t6t canh hoa la



Mau Thich Ca nao thud htru tinh.



vO THAI PHI

Ba Vo Thai phi nguyén nguoi lang Mi Thir, huyén ta, to tién trude la nguoi T Duong, huyén Thuong
Phuc. Cha di an trom, bi nguo1 lang dem giét di. Khi 4y, ba mdi ba bon tudi, me xudng tinh Hai
Duong lam tho cay thué ¢ nha Vo cong lang Mi Thir. V& cong mot hom ra ngoai rudng, bay gid mua
h¢ duwong nang, Phi theo me dimg trén bo rudng, hé dimg chd ndo thi c6 dam may theo che rop dat,
khong sai budc nao. Vo cong lay 1am la, bao ngudi me cho Phi 1am con gai nudi. Puoc it 1au, ngudi
me di 1am thué noi khc va chét, Phi méi doi theo ho V. Khi Phi 16n 1én, dugc vao hau chia Trinh 1a
Hi T6 Nhin Vuong (Trinh Cuong) de ra dugc hai nguoi con la Du T6 (Trinh Giang) va Nghi T6
(Trinh Doanh). Dy T6 sau tién phong cho ba 1a Thai phi. Ba Thai phi vé sau dep yén dugc no1 loan,
1ap chua Nghi T6 14y hiéu 1a Thai Tong (1), ba lai dugc gia phong ton hiéu. Bay g10, ho hang ba ¢
lang Ttr Duong khong con ai ca, nén moi nhan ho V6 ¢ lang Mi Thir lam quoc thich. Em nghia d¢ 1a
Binh Trung (2) lai ¢6 cong phu 1ap nha chia, tudce vi dén ctru pham. Con chau ho hang y thé lam can,
bat dan di phu 1y da vé 1am nha tir dudng. Tat ca bon phua thudc tinh Hai Duong phai di cung cap phu
dich khiéng vac, hé anh di thi em m&i duoc vé. Ba huyén & phu Thuong Hong phai chiu phu dich rat
ning, dan khong thé kham duoc. V@ sau, ngudi Ninh X4 huyén Chi Linh 1a con 6ng Nguyén Mai, tirc
Nguyen Ctr, Nguyén Tuyén thira thé 1am loan, ghép tre lam nén dau (3), vot nira lam gido, kéo quin
dén d6t pha nha tir dudng ngoai phi ¢ lang Mi Tha. Ay chinh 12 hdi loan khoang nam Canh Than —
Téan Dau (1740 — 1741). Nay toa nha da tir duong a ay da nut né ra, sut ca xudng dat, gan chAm mai, khi
nao mua to thi nudc chay rot vao trong, gan ddy van con  trong thdy mai nha. Hoi loan ndm Canh Than,
Tan Dau, tinh Hai Duong ta chiu hai vé€ vi¢c binh dao dén muoi tAm nam, ruong dat hau thanh rung
ram. Gidng gau cho, lon 10i sinh ty day ca ngoai dong. Nhitng ngudi dan séng sot phai di boc vo cay,
bat chudt déng ma dn. Moi mdt mau rudng chi ban duge cai banh nudng. Téng Minh Luan ta c6 mot
ba cy gda ma giau, nguoi lang bau cu 1am hau than (4). Vi tién cua ba cu cht nhu nai, nén tuc goi la
ba "hau nui". Gap nam mét mula, nha hét ca thoc an, ba mang nam bao bac di ddi thoc khong duoc,
phai chét d6i & bén x6m chua Binh Deé. Béy gi0, lang ta bé hoang ram rap ngap mit. Dén khi loan lac
da yén, nguoi lang méi tir chdn kinh d6 luc tuc kéo vé, chit tranh pha ¢, di tim nhan léy nén nha cil,
thu nhit nhitng xwong tan dem chon. Nay ¢ phia nam dau lang van con c6 mot khu nghia trang, hang
nam ctr dén ram thang bay, ngudi lang dem cd ban ra cliing viéng than Son Hau, tuc goi 1a ba Hau nai

(5).

Céc cu nha nho lang ta ngdy xua, nhu 6ng nho sinh Pham Dién B4, thudng ndi chuyén voi ta rang,
duong ltc loan lac, 6ng di duong vé tinh Pong, c6 vao nghi nha hing com bén duong, thdy mui thit
rat tanh, trén mat nudc bat canh ndi sao 1én nhu hinh ban nguyét. Hoi ngudi hang com thi ho néi d6 1a
thit lon 16i. Khi 4n dén nira chung, théy c6 con ran chét & trén mit bat, mgi biét 1a thit nguoi, vol vang
chay ra moc ¢6 tho ra. Oi | Boi xua bao rang "thu an thit nguoi" cling chwa dén ndi qua té nhu thé!

Sau loan, nguoi lang ta mdi tré vé, phai 1y lira dot sach ngoai dong, tréng ra man mac. Trong lang
chua kip 1am nha &, phai ctng nhau quiy quan chung quanh nén dinh miéu, két ké so ngudi than, cung
tréng nom gitp d& 1an nhau, 6m dau cung phu tri, tir tang cung viéng thim. V& sau, ctr theo thoi ay
thanh ra mot ho Binh Ninh (tuc goi 1a ho Nghi (6)), cling theo dugc cai y c6 nhan ra vao gitp do 1an
nhau. Cubi nim Canh Hung, trong lang ngudi gia da chét, trai trang dd gia, con nhirng ké thiéu nién
mdi 16n 18n, lai sinh ra thoi tra nguy, cai udc cii Ay méi bo di. Gan day ciing ¢6 nguodi mudn két
phuong hop ban véi nhau, nhung hoac théy lg1 ma tranh nhau, hodc tirc khi ma danh nhau, vira hop lai



tan ngay. Thé thi 161 noi da khong gitr trung tin, nét, lam dé khong gitr ngay thing, 1am sao ma thi hanh
& chon lang x6m dugc. Bac thanh nhan day nhu thé 1a phai lam.

Ta thuong thay cac cu ton truong ho Binh Ninh tuc go1 ho Nghi (7) n6i chuyén rang lang ta chi nén
dinh 13 cao nhat, thir hai dén nén Tho Son, sau nita méi dén nén lang Pdng Tho Ta van luu y nghiém
xem thi qua nhién khong sai. Tir doi Chiéu Thong, nim Ky Dau (1789) tr& vé sau, ta phai di kiém dn
bbn phuong, mai dén nam Pinh Ty (1797) moi tro vé lang, ra tan b quanh ngoai déng, thi thay Tho
Son, Dong Son cang ngay cang thap, nén dinh cing vay, ma xur Pong Lac, Ma Nom so véi cii lai cao
gip miy. Méi biét dia mach ciing c6 khi thay d6i bat thuong,

Ngoai dong lang ta c6 cai quan Do ttr, truyén réng tir nam Canh Than (1740) doi Canh Hung tré vé
trude, nguoi lang ai chét noi dat khach dwa ma vé thi khong dugc dua vao trong lang, phai de 40 quan
ngodi quan 4y ma 1am ma, nhan thé méi thanh tén 1a quan D6 tr. Sau khi loan lac da yén, tuc ay moi
b6 di. Quan Thiém sy 12 Lé Pinh Tén lién quyén tién sira sang lai lam noi cho nguoi di cay cay nghi
ngoi, bo chir tir di, chi dé chit P, thanh tén 1a quan D6. Quan ay chinh & vé phia tay nha ta, mdi khi
mit troi gin xé chiéu, 18 myc ddng dudi dan trau tro vé, nghi choi & d6, tiéng hat tiéng dich véo von
nghe cling thi vi. Ta nhan luc thong tha cling ra cho1 quan ay, di dao trén canh dong méng ménh, tim
hon cting dugc phong khoang thanh thoi. Nay cai quan ay da d6 nat, ta thi con phai luu lac chua trg vé
lang, dat khach qué nguoi, dém khuya ngim nghi, khon xiét boi hoi!

(1) Theo ban gdc.
(2) Ban dich chép 1a Binh Trung Cong. (tducchau)
(3) N6n dau 1a non cua linh.

(4) Theo tuc xua, nhitng ngudi khong c¢6 con thuong dem rudng nwong ciia cai cung vao dinh chia dé
duoc dan lang tho cing sau khi chét, cung vao dinh goi 1a hiu than, cing vao chua goi 1a hau Phat.

(5) Poan nay khong thay trong ban dich.
(6) Nghi 1a theo ban goc, ban dich chép 1a Nghe. (tducchau)

(7) Theo ban gdc.



PEN THO LANG TUAN KIET

Lang Tuan Kiét huyén ta, co dén tho hai vi phuc than: mot 13 vi Pho ma triéu nha Ly, hai 1a vi cong
chua triéu nha Ly, nhung khong biét con vua nao, khong hiéu ¢ sao ma thd. Ta xem sach st doi nha
Ly, c6 1& chia phong thuc 4p cho cac viong hau cong chia; ¥ chimg cac vi 4y co thai 4p & d6, nén déan
m&i phung thd. Ta chi thiy td sic cii bao phong c6 cau "Pinh an Nam phuc chi kién khon, cach gia tdy
duy chi miéu vii". Hai chit tdy duy trong cau 4y, chua hiéu nghia ra lam sao, hiy ghi lai day dé xét.



CAI THOI KIENG NGAY TRUNG TANG, TRUNG PHUC

boi truyen rang nhiing nha c6 tang hay kiéng ngay trung tang, trung phuc. Nguoi nao chét gip phai
ngay ay thi nha ay hay mac trung tang, phai moi thay phu thay vé lam phép thu phu liém tang (1). Ta
xét trong dién 18, khong biét tai c& gi, bung van khong cho 1a phai. Con nhd ba tién cung nhan ta ¢ noi
chuyén: 6 lang Hoach Trach huyén ta, c6 ong 1am Huyén thtra huyén An The thoi a ay duong chudng
khoa myc, nhitng ngurd1 1am ta, nho, lai khong duoc ra lam quan. Ong thira 4y méi lay nghé sin ban dé
vui chot di khap cac canh dong. Gap khi troi gan xé chiéy, thiy mot con chim16n bang con vit, sic
16ng mau hong dam, bay tir trén troi sa xubng. N6 dau trén cai ma mdi ma m6 méi, va nghe trong ma
c6 tiéng khoc hu hu. Ong thira giwong sung nham ban; con chim chét; tleng khoc trong ma cting im.
Ngay hom sau, c6 mot nguoi hiéu tir (2) dem x61 lgn dén tan nha bai ta. Ong thira lay 1am la m&i hoi,
thi nguoi hiéu tir thua rang: "Cha mat gip ngiy trung tam, nén trong nha phai may céi tang lién. Pém
hom trudc, thay vong hon nguoi cha bao mong bdo rang: cai con hung sat ay né lam khé da nho dugc
ong thuong, trir di roi, vay nén goi chit 1& mon dén on". Viéc nay ¢ vé trudc nim Canh Than (1740),
nhung nha nho ta van khong tin.

(1) Lam bua 1am dau cho ngudi chét trude khi bo vao 4o quan.

(2) Nguo1i c6 tang cha hay me.



KHACH DE CUA

Nudc ta c6 nhiéu chd Hoa kiéu (1) dao him dé cua. Ta thudng doc sach Thuyét kiém khoang nim
Hoang Nguyén, Vinh Lich (2), quin Trung Hoa kéo sang nudc ta, cac quan thu linh phuong nam
thuong vo vét duge nhiéu ctia ma khong mang vé duoc. Y chirng ho dé cua tir by gio. Lang ta, 6 go
DPéng Tho, van truyén 1a chd khach dé cta. Keé nong phu di dém lam rung ngoai dong, thuong thay
ting dan ga vang, vit vang ra an, lién chay lai dudi, thi dan ga vit y chay vut dén go Pong Tho, bién
mat Ngoi nha trung duong ta phia trudc c6 mot cai ao nho, nude den, mui tanh. Gap khi dai han (3),
giéng & dau cling can hét, duy cai ao ay khong can, gip khi tré tro1 mua nang, thi nude ao thuong soi
1én, ¢ nhitng tién ddng xanh ndi ra, 1én nhu ban tay. Nudi ca thi st lai khong béo duoc, trong sen thi
lai t6t. Ngd nam lang ta cling c6 mot cai ao, truyén 13 noi dé ctia. Khoang nim Canh Hung, c6 mot
nguoi dan ba dén ¢ tro, xudng ao v4t béo, thiy tién & trong nude phun ra lién dem thung xuc day dem
vé, r0i goi ngudi nha ra xem thi khong thay gi nita. Ngudi dan ba ay nhan thé 1am nén giau, ro6i dem ca
nha di noi khac. Nhung dugc vai nam lai nghéo sut nhu xua. Lai con mét nguoi dan ba nira di chg
som, qua go Péng Tho, thay c6 nha ctra chirng chac, den ltra sang trung, trong c6 mot nguo1 dan ba
duong ngdi dét ciri. Thé thi truyén riang chd Ay 1a noi dé cua, ciing khong sai.

(1) Theo ban gdc.
(2) Hoang Nguyén, Vinh Lich 1a nién hiéu ctia Thanh Thé Té, thé ky XVIL.

(3) Ban dich ghi 1a han han. (tducchau)



CO TICH

Tinh Hai Duong ta nhiéu noi ¢6 tich, nhu 1a am Tt Tién, chiia Van Yén, chua ‘Huong Hai, chua
Quynh Lam, dong Huyén Thién, dién Luu Trung, quan Trung Tén, nha Truy Vién (1) v.v... Ttr doi Ly,
Tran tr& vé sau, nhirng van ty cd con sot lai trén chuéng dong, bia da, hodc chep ¢ trong truyén ky,
ctng khong c6 may. Ta vi ngheo cung lai gap gian truan nhiéu, nén nhitng noi danh thang chén ¢b
hwong, khong di xem hét dugc, chi ndm ma du lich bang tinh than, phang phit trén to gidy ma thoi. Ta
thuong doc bai bia ¢ thap nai Duc Thay cua 6ng Truong Thang Phu (2) co cau "Thang canh qué lang
ta, ta duoc di choi dé gan khip" thi trong ¥ ta van thuong mo udc duoc di choi nhu thé. O huyén ta,
trir cai bia & trén nén nha cii quan Tam swong lang Chau Khe ra, khong con cai bia nao co nira. Khi
nho, ta ¢ dén huyén Trudng Tan, qua choi cho Thong, ngdi nghi trén cau Phu Cdc lang Poan Tung,
truy xét lai cai di tich ong bo Udbng soan ra, dai wdc vai tram 101 noi, trong bai bia vira tu su, vira
nghi luan, dung ca 161 van chinh sy nha nho, 16i van Lao Trang, cung thuyét bdo g cua Pao Phat,
hon hop lai mot thién. Vin thé doi Tién Lé dén déy lai mot 1an bién chuyén. Nhung 161 van clirng cét,
s0 vGi cac van gia tir 401 Quang Hung tré vé sau, khac ndo mot viee mot troi. Bai van bia Ay hién con
chép & trong Nghé uyén phi anh tap.

(1) Ban dich viét 1a Trung Vién.

(2) Tac Truong Han Siéu (? — 1354).



VIEC TE TU

Kinh Thu noi "Co luc té than Thuong dé", lai néi "Duy hoang Thuong dé". Kinh Thi n6i "Than
Thuong dé van soi xét dén luon”. Truyén néi "Hoang hoang hau dé". Nghia 1a vi thién than dugc ton
vinh nhat thi goi 1a Thuong dé, ton hon ca thi goi 1a thugng, chu té khap ca thi goi 1a dé, da ton khong
ai hon thi chi c6 mot dé ma thdi. Nhung vé Pao gido voi Thich gido, thi khong thé. Pao gido, ngoai vi
Ngoc Hoang thugng dé, lai con vi Tir Vi dai dé, Phu Tang dai dé, Trudng Sinh dai dé, Chan Vo dai
dé, Pong Hoa dé quan, nhirng vi dé trén ndy déu tng v6i vi Tam thanh thién ton. Thich gido thi ¢6 vi
DPé Thién, Dé Thich, Pham vuong thién tir, Nhat Nguyét thién tu, ké s6 muyc thi nhiéu 1dm, déu ding vé
bac thir hai dudi vi Tam thé (Qua thé, Hién tai, Vi lai). Oi ! Che trum tit ca thi goi 14 thién, chi té
khap ca thi goi 1a dé, thé ma lai con c6 vi ton hon thién, hiéu ton hon dé, nhu thé thi ra ngoai troi lai
c6 troi, trén dé lai thém bac dé nita, do d6 bia ra nhitng thuyét ctru thién, tam thap, tam thién, tir dé,
ngil dé, chu t6n thanh chang; déu 1a thuyét di doan hoang duong ca. Nhung ching ta 1a nguoi tran mat
thit ma muén phan tich nhirng vi¢c trén troi, khong tiéng khong hoi, néu khong vién duoc 18 gi ma ban
can, thi chi 14 dé chirng bat bong, mo mang khong sao dich xac dugc. Vi vay nén dirc Khong T méi
khong ban dén viéc qui than.

(1) Theo ban gdc.

(2) Ban dich viét 1a dimg duéi. (tducchau)



DEN DE THICH

Pén Dé Thich & lang Liéu Xa huyén Puong Hao nguyén 1a tho mét vi Pé Thich trong ba vi phat, ba vi
than. Nhitng su linh di chép & trong sach Tiép ky ctia Vo Phuong Dé (1) tudng cling khong phai 1a noi
vu vo ca. Nhitng vi éy da hi¢u la su, ma sao lai gitr mot ép? Giao éy da goi la Thich, ma sao lai co
hai ba phi? L& 4y that khong thé luong biét dugc. Y ching lang Ay c6 mot vi thin, vi tirc vé 101 ndi
cua anh Truong Ba khoe 1a cao co, mdi hién linh 1én dé d6i tha, nén thé tuc mai goi la Pé Thich
chang?

Gan day, cai thoi mé tin lai cang & lém, nhirng ké ting dao, thuat si bia dit ra nhiéu su ki quac. Ta
thuong di qua cac nga & doc dudng, thiy cac nha dan gian bay ra dan chay ky dao, ban trén hét cling
phat, ban thtr hai ciing B Thich, bay mot hinh nhan mac 40 con, doi mi mi¢n gidy vang, ban thtr ba
cung Thién dé va Dia ky, bay hai hinh nhan mac 4o con, doi mii mién xanh va vang, con cac ban dudi
nira thi cr thir tyr bay céc vi tir Chau dé tro xudng. Oi! Bay ban cing Phat ¢ trén troi thi su quai dy, ai
cling biét, khong can phai bién bac nita. Con nhu bay vi Dé Thich ¢ trén vi Thién dé, thi that khong
thong, dang budn cudi. i bao réng Pé Thich 1a mdt vi thién than rat 1n, thi sao vi & duéi lai con
hiéu 1a Thién dé, chéng hoa ra co sy 14n at u? D3 bao réng Thién dé 1a mét vi thién than cha té tit ca,
thi sao con vi Dé Thich ¢ trén, d& thuong & vuot ra ‘ngoai bau troi che trim ching? Khong nhirng thé
ma thoi, tir ndm Ky Dau (1789) nién hi¢u Chiu Thong (2), dan gian thudng phat bénh dich, chd nao
cling thay dung rap té troi, bay trai, dit con mi¢n, goi la dan chay cung troi dat. Oi! Troi dat rong 1on
thé kia ma con can dén d6 dung cta dan gian réi moi giang phic cho dan, nhu thé, sao c6 thé xoay
chuyen dugc bdn mua, phat sinh dugc mudn vat? Nguo1 doi khong biét nghi, chi mé hoac nhu thé kia,
chéng hoa ra khinh troi, man than 1dm ru! Vay cho nén thanh nhan do1 xua can cho moi nguo1 biét thdu
déo dugc 18 troi dat.

(1) V& Phuong Bé (khong ré nam sinh nim mat) dd tién si ndm 1736 doi Lé Y Tong, tic gia sach
Cong du tiép ky.

(2) Tre Lé Man DBé (1787 — 1788), 6ng vua cudi cting nha L&.



THAN HO

Lang Ngoc Cuc & huyén ta, khi xua truyén rang van tho yéu ho, phai bat ngudi 1am vat hy sinh dé
cting. Ctr mdi nam, trong lang phai mot ngudi 1am chu té. Ngudi cha té phai Iira dd ké hanh khach nao
di mot minh, bat léy, giam & ham duéi dat, va dem mai da g6t chan cho mong di, dén khi té than thi
glet thai nhé tron 1an voi thit tréu, thit bo ma cung. Cing ro1 thira hué cung an. Nguoi nao gap duoc
miéng thit nguo1 thi hi hirng lay lam mung, cho 1a cai triéu nam ay dugc thuan lg1. Sau do, mét nguoi
chi té, dem giam ngudi & him dudi dat, thé nio nguoi Ay, nhan lac chunha di Vang, thoat ra nhung got
chan bi mai mong, khong thé di duoc, danh phai bo khitm nim ma tron di. Nguoi ay lén dén tran
thanh, mach to sy ay. Nguo1 lang Ngoc Cuc phai chay chot dut 16t quan Tran tuong, moi yén. Tur day
tr di, té than phai giét trau bo thay. Nhung bat duoc nguot nao di mot minh, cling van dem glet dé té,
do cting nhu cai tuc Nham Ngao (1) té than Xuong Cudng vay. T nam Canh Than (1800) tr¢ vé sau,
thoi 4y m&i bo, nhung hanh khach di qua lang ay van con khiép so.

(1) Nham Ngao 1a ngudi nudc Tan doi Tan Thiy Hoang.



THAN TRE CON

Lang Duong Xa & tong ta, khi xua co dura tré con bi dan ngdng dudi, ngd Xuong hé chét, sau hién linh
]am than lang 4y, nén tyc lang dy van nghiém cdm khong nha nao dugc nudi ngbng, ¥ la s¢ pham phai
via. Cudi nam Canh Hung, trong lang ¢6 mdt nha nu6i ngong, thi ca lang sinh 6m dau, khong duoc yén.
Ngudi lang déu db 16i cho nha nudi ngdng, bat phai giét di, r01 d6n thay ctng vé cing cap, demki¢u
vong rude chung quanh cac go déng ngoai lang dé don than vé. Ta nghe chuyén, 1ay lam budn cudi.
Doi xua cung té, ngoai cac vi thién than dia ky ra, thi chi ngudi ndo c6 cong dirc méi duge thd lam
than, hay vi nao c6 ctru gitip dugc dai tai, dai hoan cho dan, mé1 dugce 1ap dén tho. Con nhu nhitng
ngudi chét dubi, chét chet hay so qua ma chét, thi khong can dén thim viéng, hudng chi lai con ca lang
déu tho 1am than u? Cai nguoi khi séng da khong chdng choi duoc véi loai cam thi, thi khi chét sao
thé giang phuc cho nhan dan dugc? Oi! Cai 18 gio cua dang tién vuwong khi xura da mat rdi, thé tuc
sinh ra 1am diéu mé tin, ndo c6 phai riéng mot lang 4y tho than tré con dau!



MIEU BA CHUA NGUA

Vé ving huyén Cam Giang va huyén Gia Phiic ¢6 miéu tho ba Chiia ngua. Tuc truyén ba Chuaa c6 tinh
cuc dam, hé gip dan 6ng 13 tr thong, ma khong 1am xué duoc long duc. Chuyén dén tai quan, quan bat
dan mot cai gioi hinh con ngwa, nhét ngudi dan ba ay vao dé cho thong dam véi ngua duc. Ngudi dan
ba ay chét va thanh than, cau ddo duoc nhiéu diéu tng nghiém. Nhitng ngudi dén cung thuong 1ay 16i
mit lam hinh duong vat dé cung. Oi! La mbt dra dam phu nhu thé ma lai dugc huong héa thién thu, thi
c6 khac gi dén Pham Nhan & Pong Triéu, thuc 13 quai dan. Cac quan bo L&, néu khong xem xét ma
triét bo, thi sao khong doi di ma hop lai (1), ding dé 1am mé hodc luong ddn méi phai.

(1) Cau nay theo nguyén vin ma dich, nhung nghia hoi ngd ngan. Khong rd ¥ tac gia mudn ndi doi cac
micu tho Chiia ngga ma hop lam mdt, hay l1a do1 bai vi Chiia ngga vao miéu tho than khac?



PEN THO CAO TUONG CONG

Lang Minh Luan tong ta c6 dén thd' quan Nhap ndi Thuong thu Cao tudng cong, tén 1a Cao Y. Ngau &
veé doi vua Than Tonnha Ly (1), ¢6 cong lam dén chirc Théi bao, khoang nam Thuan Phuc (2) doi nha
Mac lai dugc sic phong, sur nay co chép o trong tu dlen (3). Thuong khi cdu mua cau tanh rat 1a linh
Ung. Phia tay lang Minh Luan gan xa Binh Pé, ¢ cai nén nha cil cua Thira tudng, truyén ndm truyén
rang do 1a no1 chang Pang Xuan doc sach, nang Ngoc Chau dét curi.

Xét Pang Xudn c6 ngdi md me & nai Bao Lam, huyén Qué Duong. Nguyén dng 4y von 1a nguoi Kinh
Bic. Poi truyén rang Pang cong thi d tyr doi nha Ly, thé thi quan Thira tudng 14 ngudi doi nha Ly,
khong con phai ngo gi nira. Va lai, quan Thuong thu Cao tudng cong lam phtic than lang Minh Ludn,
nay khong con xét thay di tich gi ca. Vay quan Thtra twdng con cai nén nha cti ¢ Binh Pé kia, thi khong
rd quan tudc thé nao. Nhung ca hai déu 1a nguoi doi nha Ly, biét dau quan Thuong thu ching cling
quan Thira tréng van 1a mot ngudi. Con nhu goi 1a Thira trdng, chang qua ngudi dan quen ton sung
ma goi thé thdi, cling nhu trong truyén ndm thuong goi 13 ong trudng gia. Thé dai di xa, khong biét
dau 1am dich, hdy ghi lai day dé doi nguoi thirc gia.

I\{én nha cii quan Thura trdng & lang Minh Luan, dia t}}é quang déng, mat me, co cai ao ban nguyét va
ho sen 1a noi di tich: Ta khi nho thuong di du 1am mu6n tim nhér} lay, noi nao la budng h(_)q cua Dang
Xuan, noj nao la budng dét cua Ngoc Chau, song bo bui dao cuoc thay doi khac di, san thém biép doi,
khong biét dich 1a noi nao. Khoang nam Binh Ngo, Dinh Mui (1786 — 1787), Nhir Cong Chén dén
tham noi nén cii ay c6 cau tho rang:

Phiét duyét curu truyén Thira tueéng nir,

Phong luu truong thude trang dau nhan

Nghia la:

Gai dong phiét duyét (4) quan Thura tudng,

Ngudi nép phong luu bang Trang nguyén

Do 1a theo su tich trong truyén ndm ma vinh ra nhu vay.

(1) 1128 — 1132.
(2) Thudn Phuc (1562 — 1592) 1a nién hiéu Mac Méau Hop.
(3) Tir dién 1a sach chép cac dén tho.

(4) Phiét duyét 1a gia dinh giau sang.



PHAM TRAN, PO UONG

Ong Pham Tran ngudi lang Lam Cau, huyén Gia Phuc, lac binh sinh, lyc hoc khong bang 6ng Po
Udng, ngudi lang Poan Tung. Pén khi vao thi Dinh d6i sach thi 6ng Pham Tran lai 6 dau, lam quan
dén Thira chinh st. D3 Ubng thi 1am dén Thi lang do1 nha Mac, sau lai qui thuan nha L& lam dén
Thuong thu, phong phic thin. Nguoi ta cho 1a tao hoa thira trir cling khéo, nhung ta khong cho lam
phai. Hoc thtrc ctia B4 Udng tuy c6 hon Pham Tran that, nhung néu biét theo cai nghia cau chi hanh
dao (1) cua ngudi xwa, ma biét ty troc dai thanh (2) nhu 6ng Phung Khic Khoan ¢ Thach That, 6ng
Luong Hiru Khanh & Hoang Hoa thi hay lam. Khong lam dugce nhu thé, ctr chiam hoc ma gitr cho phai
dao dugc nhu Nguyen cong & Vinh Lai va Tran cong o bong Ngan cung khong dén ndi udng ci cong
an hoc. Nhung 6ng P Udng lai khong 1am dugc nhu thé, dé roi phai mic tai va. Vay thi so v&i ong
Pham Tran gitr sach minh, khong lam nhuc dén khoa danh, biét ai hon?

Poi truyén rang khi ong Pham Trdn 6 Lam Cau, dd trang vinh qui, o dap mot con duong tir phia nam
lang Minh Luan thang sudt dén lang Lam Cau, nay van con truyen 1a con duong Trang nguyén. Sach
Tiép ky cua V6 Phuong Dé c6 chép truyén Pham Tran va DS Udng khi do vinh qui, tranh nhau di
trudce; lac dén cau Phu Cdc ¢6 thi nhau 1am bai tho C6 Lan ban hang cau Coc (3). Th1€t twong do la
viéc sau khi thi dd roi, chang thé thi trudc khi Pham Tran chua dap con duong moi ay, phia tay cau
Pht Cdc van sin c6 mot con dudng di thang dén Lam Cau, viéc gi phai qua cau Phi Coc nira? Lai
trong sach Tiép ky c6 chép viéc Pham Tran ting cho cai nha mdi nguoi 1ang Minh Luin mot cau tho
c6 Nhat nhat tho vinh hoa. Chit tho nguyén la chir thy, vé sau kiéng chir thu tir nén doc tréch ra chiv
tho. Sach Tiép ky cir nhin theo ma khong doi.

(1) “Cau chi hanh dao” nghia 1 tim chi hudng, thi hanh dao 1y. Y noéi mubn 1ap chi dem kinh luan dao
thong ra giup doi.

(2) “Ty troc dai thanh” nghia 13 tranh dong dyc doi dong trong. Y ndi trénh triéu dai bat nghia, doi
triéu dai chinh nghia.

(3) Bai tho nay khong thay trong ban goc.



BUI THE VINH

Céc bac hién triét lang ta thi chi thdy truyén tir 5ng Bui Thé Vinh doi nha Mac trd vé sau, con tir day
trd vé trudce, khong thay néi co ngudi nao ca. Ta khi nho thay cac bac ton truong ké lai rang: lang ta
c6 Quynh quén cong, Van quin cong, theo di danh nuedc Chiém Thanh c6 cong 16m, nhung khong xet 1o
duoc tén ho 13 gi. Pén khi ta 16n 18n doc sach Tién triéu thue luc thi thdy dau nim Quang Thuin (1)co
nhitng bac cong than cd cong dep loan. Nhu khoang nim Hong Ptrc, ¢6 cac quan Ngii pha dai than, ctr
theo ché d6 hdi Lé so thi dugce phong huyén hiu, hwong hau, dinh hiu, 4 hdu, quan phuc hau, chir chua
c6 ngudi ndo khac ho duoc phong dén quin cong ca. Do d6 ta m&i nghi doi truyén nhur thé 1a khong
phai. Sau doc dén sach O chau can lyc thdy chép ¢ Thuan Héa c¢6 Thanh quan cong theo vua Thanh
T6n di danh Chiém Thanh ¢6 cong, cling dugc phong tudc. Thé thi cac quan khac ho (khong phai 14 ho
vua) lac by gid ciing duoc gia phong tuée. Tiée rang sach vo bo sot, khong biét tra xét dau cho chinh
X4c.

Bui Thé Vinh nguoi lang ta dd Tién si doi nha Mac, ba thiy t6 ti ho ta vé dong ho ay. Pang tién dai
phu ta da chép su nghiép ngai vao gia pha, con dai lugc tiéu st lac binh sinh, ta cung dé chép vao
sach Tang thuong ngiu luc. Khi ngai mat, chon phia dong nam lang ta, ngudi ta van goi 13 lang quan
Tu khanh. Sau nguo1 lang ta 1a An binh V6 hiéu quan 14p trudng giang hoc ¢ day, nay dau Xua nén ci
khong con gi nira. Ong cau ngoai ta 1a Thuong thu V6 cong lai lap sinh phan & chd day ay, vé sau lap
nha thd, dap vuodn trai; nép cii chd dat 4y lai cang sai lac mai di. Oi! Ngai 1a nguoi hién dat trude tién
cua lang ta, cach nay moi d¢ hon hai tram nam, ma lang mo xay dé khong duoc can than, dé dén sai
lac di, nguo1 doi sau khong chéi tir duoc cai trach nhiém a ay. Song tinh Hai Duong ta, tir doi Lé Trung
hung trd vé sau, loan lac mii, lang tim cac bac tién hién mai mot nhiéu, khong riéng mot lang md cua
ong Bui Thé Vinh. C6 nhan d4 ¢6 cai qui ché 1ap ra thién biéu, mo chi (2), vy nén xay dap cho ki
cang, can than.

(1) Quang Thuan (1460 — 1469) 1a nién hi¢u L€ Thanh Tong.

(2) Thién biéu, md chi 1a tim d4 khic tén ho nguo1 dudi ma, dung trén mat dat goi la thién biéu, chon
xuong dudi1 mat dat goi 1a mo chi.



VO CONG THANH

Nguoi lang ta la V6 Cong Thanh, t6 14 Hong Linh hau lam Luu tha xt Hai Duong, cha 1a Quéc tur
sinh. V3 c6ng khi nho nha rat nghéo, cha con khong thé nudi nhau dugc. Ngudi lang dap liy, bat di
phu nhung sttc 6ng yéu, khong kham ndi, phai bo di ra ¢ chua Béo Thién, huyén Tho Xuong, roi xin
vao hoc ¢ truong quan VO cong nguoi Mo Trach. Trudng quan Mo Trach khi ay 6 vé ngd Thira TG
phia déng nha Thai miéu. Cau con quan M¢ Trach van co tleng hay chir; khi 6ng vao nhap mon lam
may ky vin déu dé nhat ca, ciu cong tir ghen trc, ddn anh em dong moén ctr budi sém don ¢ trudc ngo,
tréu gheo 1am nhuc 6ng ludn. Ong phai 1an di dudng khac, nhung van bi hoc trd 1am khdn kho dén ndi
sau phai bo hoc, khong dam di nira. Quan Mo Trach hoi ra mo1 biét, tir béy g10 cau cong tr khong
dam ghen tirc nira. Hoc nghiép 6ng cang ngay cang tién tdi, hon mudi tudi dd Huong nguyén truong
Phung Thién (thu6c Ha N6i). Hon hai muoi tudi, d6 Tham hoa, 1am nén dén Ty khanh, duoc vao Bf)i
tung pht dudng. Chua Trinh rat yéu mén. Mot ngay kia, gip bita ngu thién (1), Chia xo1 ca cham rat
ngon. Chua sai 1ay mot khtic ca don com mo1 6ng vao cho an ¢ trudc mat. Ong an com, nhung dé ca
lai. Chua lay lam la ben hoi, 6ng thua rang. "Xin dé danh dem vé cho me". Chua rat khen, lai sai lay
khuc ca khac ban cho me ong. Pén khi 14y ra thi chi con khac dudi, ong an khic dudi 4y, dé nguyén
khuac trude dem vé. Chua lai cang lay lam kinh trong 1dm. Chua duoc bao 1au, vi can ngin viéc nit
sic, trai y Chtia, ong bi bai quan vé, md truong day hoc ¢ trai Hao Nam, huyén Quang D (tire 1a
lang Thinh Hao huyén Hoan Long bay gi¢). Hoc tro truong 6ng thanh dat dén hon bay muoi ngudi.
Ong cung véi 6ng Nguyén Dinh Tru, nguoi lang Nguyét Ang, huyén Thanh Tri déu 1a bac su pham cho
ke hoc gia. Mot hom, nha dng c¢6 gi6; cac hoc tro lam quan tai triéu, déu vé hop ¢ nha 6ng. Chot khi
ay, Trinh pht doi cac quan vao hau. Khéng c6 mot ngudi ndo chuc hau ca. Chua hoi, ké lai phong méi
thua thuc 1a cac quan vé 1€ gid nha ong thiy & Hao Nam. Chta ciing cho doi dén hom sau, xong viéc
moi triéu vao hau. Em 6ng 1a Huyén, con 6ng 1a Huy, déu dd Tién si dong khoa. Ngay vinh qui, ong co
cau dou:

Pong triéu tam tién si
Nhat nhat ludng vinh qui

nguo1 ta van con truyen tung. Sau 6ng mat ¢ lang Hao Nam, chon ¢ x3 Quang Liét, huyén Thanh Tri.
Pén nay danh tiéng van con truyen Hanh khach di ngoai quan 16 qua lang ta thudng tré bao rang "Kia
13 lang ci quan V& Tham hoa day!"

(1) Ngu thién 1a bira com cua vua chua.
(2) Tam dich:
Mot triéu don ba tién si

Hai ké vinh quy hdi cung ngay.



VAN THE

Tt do1 Le Trung hung tro vé sau, van thé cang ngay cang kém, dé ban rd ¢ trong tap Cat Xuyen ti¢p
but ctia Tran Tién. Ta thudng xét vé van hién nude ta, van doi Ly thi gia din, stc tich, phang phat nhu
van doi Han. Xem nhu bai Chiéu doi do cua Ly Thai T6, bai hich ctia Ly Thai Ton ké tdi Vuong An
Thach va bai di chleu ctia Nhan Ton thi biét. Pén van doi Tran lai ruom ra, kém hon doi Ly, nhung
cling con cd phép tac, nhi nhin va trau chudt; nghi ludn pho bay déu co so trudng ca, so vdi nhitng
vin cac danh gia doi Han Pudng khong dén ndi kém lam. Gian hodc co d6i ba bai dé 14n vao trong
tap vin Han Pudng ciing khong khac gi, chia d& miy nguoi di phan biét duoc.

Doi Tién Lé, tir nim Thuan Thién trd vé sau, cac bai van con truyén lai cling nhiéu. Duy ¢ vin 6ng
Nguyén Trai, nhu bai Vinh Lang than dao bi, bai ché Ha gia Vé quoc trudng cong chiia va vin 6ng Vo
Vinh Chan (1) nhu bai ché Tién phong Thai Tong phung ling thong vién ché (2) doi vua Thai Ton, tuy
cong phu khi luc chua hoan toan nhung thé tai khi phach ciing con theo got duge ngudi xwa. Con nhu
bai Binh Ng6 dai cdo do1 Thuan Thi€n, nhitng bai s& cua cac quan dai gian do1 Thi¢u Binh, bai chiéu
Nam chinh Chiém Thanh doi Hong Ptrc, déu 14 nhitng tay but gia din ltc bay gio thio ra ca. Nhung
khi luc cac bai van d6 khong dugc hau, thé van lai chudng mdi, cling con tirng cdu, tirng chit chua
duogc 6n thoa, hodc trude sau dau dudi chd vung chd khéo, khong dugc chai chubt déu nhau, so véi
van doi Ly, doi Tran hinh nhu duong & trén nii ma x6 xudng bo thap. Ké ra con nhiéu, xem dai khai
thi biét.

Khoang do1 Minh Dtre, Dai Chinh (3), khi thé cang ngay cang kém. Nhirng ké tao nhan van si déu dua
theo 16i van phu phiém, so véi doi Tién L, lai cang kém lam. Song thoi hoc con chua dén ndi hu 14y,
nén hoc van, vin chuong, chinh sy, cong nghiép, ciing khong kém c6 nhan may. Pén doi Lé Trung
hung thi cai danh nghia khoi phuyc, tuy chinh dang that, nhung quyén vé Trinh sty pht. Nhitng nguoi
than st Hoan Ai (4) phan nhiéu duoc giir vi tri trong yéu; phong thanh, khi tap c6 khac voi thoi khoan
hoa, gian di dat T Tuyén (5). Va lai cai duc chinh cua do61 Minh Ptre, Pai Chinh nha Mac van con cd
két & long nguot chua quén. Vay nén van tro1 da vé nha L& ma long nguorl huéng theo nha Mac van
chwa vé hét. Nhitng nha nho doi bay gio con nhiéu nguoi ndu hinh gidu bong khéng chiu ra. Con nhitng
ke ra rmg dung cho doi thi phan nhiéu 1a nhirng phudng hu 1au, it nguoi tai giol. Hoc tro Thanh Nghe
trai qua budi loan lac, khong dugc hoc may; khi ra lam quan, chiém duoc dia vi trong yéu coi gitr
vi¢c cong, chi lam theo ¥ riéng ctia minh, muon thang ca tién nhan. Nhitng khi giang hoc va mo khoa
thi, pham nhirng dai nghia kinh, truyén va ngudn goc tri loan tir xua tdi nay, diéu hay diéu dé khong
may ngudi dé ¥ khao st cho tinh, chi chuyén hoc nhirng bai cht thich, nhirng bai nghi luan cua cac
nha hiu nho, va nhit iy nhitng cau dau dé hiém héc dé ra vin cho hay. Nhirng ké chudng cong danh
lac by gid chi theo doi bong gi6, nhat 1ay nhitng chi ba mia cua tién nho, tap 1am cai 161 vin chuong
hoa hoe chir khong c6 cai cian ban gi ca. Cai ¥ dung nén gido duc dio tao nhan tai cta doi Ly, doi
Tran khi xua vi thé ma bién doi hét sach. Té 1au ngdy cang quen di, nhirng ké hoc cir tir chi dem nhitng
bai chinh van trong kinh truyén cat dut ra g doan tirng cau, chuyén hoc thudc 10ng nhitng bai vin
tiéu chti dé 1am vin, nhat 13 nhitng bai ban ludn trong sach str thi lai cang phai hoc thudc 1ong lam. Khi
may ma d6 dat, phai duong dén dai su, ban dén dai 18, thi ciu tha 1am cho xong viéc. Con nhu 1€ nghi
va nhitng ché d6 1at vit cung 14m diéu kho coi 1dm. Hoc tap nhu thé ma mong lam nhitng viéc kinh
bang té thé thi sao dugc.



(1) Ban dich viét 1a V3 Vinh Trinh.
(2) Ban dich ghi 1a Tién phong Sung vién phung sy lang.

(3) Minh Dtrc (1527 — 1529) 1a nién hi¢u Mac Dang Dung. Dai Chinh (1530 — 1540) la nién hi¢u
Mac Pang Doanh.

(4) Tuc hai tinh Thanh, Nghé.

(5) Pat Bac ky vé doi nha Lé chia lam bén tran Thira Tuyén, goi 13 TG Tuyén.



PHEP THI

Tir doi Lé Trung hung tré vé sau, thi Pinh thi bai ché sach, thi Ho1, thi Huong cling toan thi van
chuong ca. Nhirng ké nho sT xu thoi chi bién bac lem linh may cau khau dau. Cach thi cir nhu thé 1am
sai mat ca cai ¥ “lam hién sach si” (1) ctia doi xua. Con nhu bai phan vén la mot 16i van phan doan li
su. Ta thudng thiy thi khoa Pong cac c6 ra mot bai phan’ vé viéc “du duc gido, cur di si” (2), ong
Tham Pham Khiém fch c6 1am bai phan vin ay, nhung thé vin khong hop cach, thuc la budn cuoi! Oi!
Cai viéc truyen du dirc gido, cu 14y ké di si, thi co phai trai, thang veo gi md phan doan, ra dau bai
nhu thé thi ddu bac Han, Liéu, Au, T6 (3) ciing khong thé 1y hoi thé nao ma lam dugc, khong riéng gi
Kim Son, Pham cong ma thoi.

Doi nha Han co dat ra khoa “hién luong”, “phuong chinh”, thye 1a mot cach dac biét dé dai ke phi
thuong ma cau 1y nguoi tai. Poi Puong, doi Tong cé dit ra “ché khoa”, chia 1am nam bac; su wu
dai, trong gap hai khoa Tién si. Ong Bach Cu Dj doi DBuong, ong To Thue doi Tong deu 1a bac tai
cao bac hoc ma chi dd thr hai. Tir doi Gia Huu (4) trd vé sau, ché khoa dé nhat danh van dé trong,
khong 1dy ai ¢ dén bac ay, 1a dé cho trong vong. Nudc ta tir doi Lé Trung hung méi mé ché khoa,
ong Nguyén Van Giai dd nhi giap, ding dau khoa thi y, sau 1a bac danh tuéng doi Trung hung. Pau
nam Chiéu Thong lai md ché khoa. Cac quan toa Binh chuong hoi lai ra dau bai vin sach. Bay gio,
Bang Quin Cong 13 Nguyén Hitu Chinh lam Pai Tu mé; cac quan vin ra dau bai xong, dem trinh
Nguyén Hitu Chinh. Chinh xem rdi cudi ma rang: "T6i 1 v than, dau dam can bay, nhung ché khoa 1a
cot tuyén 14y bac hién luong phuong chinh ma bai ché sach lai ra nhu thé u?" Cac quan nin ling,
khong tra 16i. Sau dem dau bai ay tién 16n ngy 1am, 16i cho hoc tro thi. Khoa y iy dd dugc hai ong;
Tran B4 Lim va Nguyén Gia Cat.

(1) Lam hién sach si nghia 1a vua ra ngoai hién dé thir thach muu lugc cua si, ciing nhu céc triéu dai
phong kién ¢ ta mé khoa thi HG1, thi Pinh.

(2) Nghia 1a rong dudng dirc gido ma cit nhic nhirng nguoi tai con bo sot.
(3) Han D, Liéu Tong Nguyén, Au Duong Tu, T6 Pong Pha 13 nhiing bac danh si bén Trung Hoa.

(4) Gia Hyu la nién hi¢u ctia Tong Nhan Tong, thé ky XI.



THE VAN KINH NGHIA

boi Le Trung hung, the van kinh nghia chia ra bay tiét, tir cAu pha, cau thira dén doan khoi giang, khai
giang, trung c0, hdu c0, két thuc 13 hét. Trong bai vin, cr phai theo nghia dai chu (1) ma lam, chir
khong dugc cau ky 1am méi ra. Vi vay, hoc tro chi chuyén hoc chii thich, nhé 14y nghia 1a du. D6
khong phai 14 cai ché do minh kinh thi s (2) cua ngudi doi xua. Vé sau nay lai cir quen diing dau bai
cili, hoc thudc 10ng 16i vin cii 12 dugc, nén cang ngdy cang sai lac mii di. Khoang doi Chinh Hoa, Bao
Thai (3), ong Nguyén Céng Hang sang su Trung Hoa, xét hoi dugc bén do c6 thi khoa minh kinh, khi
tr& vé 1am tudng, c6 khoi nghi mudn dit ra khoa ay dé thi hoc tr0, nhung sau lai théi. Trong sach Kién

van tiéu lyc, L8 Qui Bon da thuong ban dén 16i van bat cd, ¢ dan 101 du chi ctia vua nha Thanh nbi
rang "16i van bat c6 khong c6 quan thiét gi dén trj thé ca". Y ong ay 1a khong mudn doi theo phép thi
doi nha Minh. Oi! Léi van bat cb tuy khong ¢ quan thiét gi dén phép tri nude, nhung tap lam duoc 16
van ay, néu khong phai la nguo1 hoc quan xuyén ca kinh truyén, thi khong thé ha but ma viét dugc. Thé
thi 161 van bat c6 doi Minh, so v&i 16i van kinh nghia ngay xua cua nudc ta chi y dang hoa ho 16 (4),
lai chang con hon u? Loi vua nha Thanh noi trén kia 1a dé chi nhitng 161 van chap nhit vun vit trong
ddi nha Thanh, chir khong phai chi trich nhitng van hiing hon, uyén bac cua 6ng Vit Khiém, Ho S
Trinh, Vuong Ngao, Vuong Thé Trinh, Hung Dinh Bat. Khoang nam Canh Ty (1780) doi Canh Hung,
con ban cai dinh lai thé vin kinh nghia. Biy gio 6ng Nhit Cong Chan 1am chtrc Phién lién duoc du
vao soan dinh van thirc, méi dem nhitng bai dai chu, tiéu chu trong sach, theo thir tu, cha‘ip ndi, stra
sang thanh mot bai van thirc, roi niém yét ngoai phu dudng, va cac hoc duong lam mau myc cho hoc
trd cir thé ma theo. Nhung thé van ay lai vun vit, phu hoa, khong bang thé vin cii. Cudi doi Lé, ong
Ngo Thi Nham lai thich 16i van bat c6, nén ctr 6ng Nguyén Hién, 6ng Tran Van Vi ra 1am truong giao
nha Thai hoc dé day hoc trd. Quan truong gido dé khong co uy tin voi hoc tro, nén hoc tro ltc by gid
chi quen tap 161 vin sdo cii, khong thé giang r6 dugc cai nghia thim thiry cta kinh truyén. Nhing bai
van 1am ra, chi lvgm 14t nhitng thuyét nong ndi hoang duong cua Trang Tir, Liét Tu (5) dé cung khoe
khoang ma thoi.

(1) Ngay xua trong khi chdi thich kinh sach thudng chia ra lam dai cha (chu thich rong) va tiéu chi
(chu thich hep).

(2) Trong khi thi, ngudi hoc tro khong nhirng da thude kinh sach ma con phai ¢6 phat hién, giai thich
nhitng cho uan stic 1am cho nghia kinh sach thém sang té.

(3) Chinh Hoa (1680 — 1705) 1a nién hi¢u Leé Huy Tong. Bao thai (1728 — 1729) 1a nién hi¢u Lé Du
Tong.

(4) H6 16 1a mot thir co leo, qua c6 hinh hai qua cau 1on nhod chong 1én nhau nhu cai ndm. Pao Cdc
doi Thanh tau xin bai bo rimg cAm, vua Thai T6 néi "y dang ho 16, tha tac, tha tac", nghia la "theo
hinh qua ho 16, 1am di, 1am di", , khong cho bai bo va khong trong dung Dao Cbhe. Pao Coc dé tho &
Ngoc Puong, ¢6 cau "Kham tiéu Han 1am Dao Hoc si / Nién nién y dang hoa ho 16", nghia 12 "Péng
cuo1 quan Han 1am Hoc si hg Dao, nam ndm chi theo hinh dang ma vé qua ho 16", Nguo1 sau dung
danh tir “dang hoa hd 16” dé vi v&i ngudi chi biét bat chude mot cach may moc, dap theo y khuon khd



cua nguoi khac.

(5) Ban dich khong noi dén hai tac gia nay.



THE VAN TU LUC

Thé van ti luc 1a mot bién thé cua 161 ¢6 thi. Lbi o thi ¢ phong, nha, tung, phu, ti, hing, phan nhiéu
1a thé ti, thé himng. Loi van tir lyc thi chi va chudng su cau ky, cham tro, dung cau d6i choi cho hoa my.
Poi Han, thé van tir luc rat hing hon, khong c6 ké gi thanh ludt ca, d6 13 161 van ti luc co thé. Poi
Puong méi bit theo thanh lut, van tir rat hoa 18. Poi Tong ctr nhan theo 16i van ay, nhung khi lyc hoi
kém. Tr doi Téng Nhan Tén trd vé sau, ¢6 cha con ho To (tirc TO Tuéan, T6 Thire, T6 Triét) (1) nghi
ra mot thé cach mdi. Bai van tir luc khéng cau né hinh thirc, chon 1y 10 vin hoa dlem, chi c6t lam
nhitng cau ddi nhau cho nhit khi, thanh ra 16i véan riéng mot nha. o cling 1a mot 1an bién ddi cua thé
van tir lyc. Ttr doi Nguyén, doi Minh tré vé sau, thé van tt luc ¥ t&r ham xtc khong bang doi Pudng,
thé cach hung hon khong bang doi Tong, tudng ciing 1a khi van xui nén vay.

Thé vian ttr luc nudc ta thi theo thé van doi Nguyén, doi Minh. Khoang nim Hong Prc, nhitng bai vin
tir luc chép & trong An Bang thi luc da timng dugc ngudi Trung Hoa khen ngoi, xem d6 ciing du biét
dugc mot phan Ta thuong xét nhirng bai van tir luc tur do1 Ly, do1 Tran, ddi Mac va nhirng bai biéu
chuong, ché sach doi Lg, thi bang rang trong khoang trude sau doi Poan Khanh (2) chinh 1a mot giai
doan giao thoi, trong duc, 1én xuéng. Tt doi Poan Khanh tré vé trude, nhitng bai van tir luc co nhiéu
cAu xuat sac, ma dai ¥, b6 cyc toan bai déu c6 khi phach, khong may bai kém lam. Tir doi Poan
Khénh tré vé sau, thi van tir luc da thién vé 16 phu phiém tan man. Pén doi Lé Trung hung lai cang t¢,
chi cau ky tirng cAu mdt, con ndi dén thé vin trong hay duc, phii phiém hay thién can, phién phirc hay
kho khan, ma chdm chudc cho that ding mirc thi it thdy 1dm.

(1) Ban dich viét 1a T6 Pong Pha.

(2) Boan Khanh (1505 — 1509) 1a nién hiéu Lé Uy Muc.



THE THO

Nguyén ty (1) tho nhu thé nao, cac tién nho xét dén tho, di ban di ban lai ki roi, khong can phai ké ra
day nita. Pén doi Han, 1ay bén chit, nim chit 1am ra tho t& ngdn, ngil ngdn; lai con 16i tho theo diing
thanh luat ma phd vao dan sdo, tiy tirng xoang diéu, ¢ cau dai cau ngin, khong ctt phai déu nhau, va
goi 1a tho nhac phu. Tho thit ngdn phin nhiéu hiép theo van bang, lam tring vao am luat, goi 12 ca, d6
cling 12 chi nhanh ctia 16i tho nhac phi. Con nhitng bai phd dién binh thudng, dit ra nhiéu cau, mdi cau
nhiéu chir, hodc trudc mé rong, sau thu lai, hodc giéng nhu bai ca gé)m ca 16i tho, thi goi la phu. Pén
nhirng bai tung, tan, chim, minh, ciing 13 16i pha. Tt doi Nguy, Tan trd vé sau, 16i van: thi ca, pha luc,
tir diéu, cang hay bao nhiéu thi khi lyc cang kém bay nhiéu. Pén hoi thién d6 Giang Ta (2), lai 13n
thém thuyét hur vo (3) ma co xu thé thap kém, non yéu. Ciing 12 thé van xui nén vdy. Poi Ly Puong (4)
khai 1én, tho ngil ngdn chia ra c6 thé, can thé va ngii ngdn luat, ngii ngdn bai luit, ngil ngdn tuyét cu;
that ngdn ciing chia ra c6 thé, can thé, that ngdn ludt, that ngon bai luat, that ngdn tuyét cu, cung 1a 16
truong doan ca hanh. Céc thé tho thi co thé tinh thi, phu thi, img ché, Gmg gido, thu hoai, tirc su, tang
dap, phu vinh va nhiing bai hoa van, bai lién cu. Ay cai thé tai am luat clia cac nha 1am tho dén thé da
da 1am roi, va cai phép thi hoc trd tir d6 cling moi 14y tho 1am trong. Tinh thi, phu thi thi chuyén dung
16i tho ngii ngdn bai luat; tng ché, ung gido thi kiém ca 161 tho ngfi, that ngdn bai luat. Tyu trung ciing
c6 bai quan van 13 han ding mot van gi d6, hodc dé van la lay mot chir dau d& ma han van. Con cac
bai nhac phu thi van, tung, tan, chAm, minh va céc thé phu, thé nao cling chia ra c6 thé thirc 1o rét thanh
chuong. Vay nén hoc tro thoi bay gid, ngudi ndo ciing cap hon chau, chira ngoc bich, dua tai véi doi
T4n Nguy, rdo budc 1én bac phong tao, thuc 1a thinh thoi khong doi nio hon. Tho doi Téng ciing co
nhiéu cau xuit séc, nhung pht vinh thi thién vé 16i thé so, ti hirng thi mo mit, khong o rang; so voi tho
doi Pudng, thi doi Tong khong bang; tho doi Pudng con so kip v6i ba tram thién cta Kinh Thi.

Nguoi do1 Nguyén thi kheo lam tur khic, nhung tho' thi uy mi. Nguoi doi Minh thi chi chudng lam thoi
van cho gioi, tho thi qué ti mi, bong bay, ¥ ciing mudn hoc theo ddi Pudng, nhung sai lac di.

Nudc ta, tho do1 Ly gia dan, xac tich, tho doi Tran tinh vi, trong tréo, déu co so truong tot buc, cling
nhu tho doi Han, doi Puong bén Trung Hoa. Tir doi ho Ho tré xudng, doi Pai Bao (5) tré 1én, ciing
con gitt dugce cai truyén théng ctia doi Tran, nhung thé tai khi phach cang ngay cang kem. Tu doi
Quang Thuan (6) cho dén doi Dién Thanh (7) thi la1 hoc 161 tho doi Tong, 161 tho doi Ly, do1 Tran
dén d6 12 mot bude chuyén bién. Tho doi Lé Trung hung thi chi cau né vé khuon phep, xu thé thap
kém, khong ké 1am gi. Trong khoang doi Vinh Huu, Canh Hung (8), cac bac tién boi danh cong co
nhiéu 6ng luuy vé thi luat. Nguyén To6n Khué thye 1a mét tay lanh ty vé thoi ay; thir hai dén Nguyén
Huy Oanh roi dén H6 Si Dong (8) cung ndi nhau khai 1én, ty 1ap thanh mot nha tho c6 tiéng. Ta lai
thuong xem tho cua cac bac tién bdi, nhu tho ctia Phic Khe cong thi tinh vi dep d€, nhung c6 phan
vun vit qua. Lai Thach cong 1a bac thanh cao, nhung van c6 ¥ mo phong; tho ctia Hoan Hau cong (9)
thi chit 1ay khi phach, khong thém 14y diéu khic vé& voi lam khéo. Thi hoc dén doi ay di trung hung 1én
duoc, nhung so voi cac thi gia doi Ly, doi Tran thi cling chua thé sanh bang.

Con nhu 16i tho truong bc cua céac ctr tir, thi tir doi Tién Lé trd 1én, tuy chua béng dugc cb nhan,
nhung cai y ra dau bai van con phang phat. Pén doi Lé Trung hung, thi ctr chuyén dung 16i tho that
ngdn luat, c6 cac cau pha dé, nhap de, thuong trang ha trang (la hai cau tam tir), thuong luan ha luan
(12 hai cau ngii lyc) rdi dén hai cau thuong két ha két; gieo van phai ap van vao cau nhdp dé thir hai,
cAuné go bo qué, xua nay khong thé bao gid. Vay nén nhitng bai tho cir tir, cau tha xu thoi; toan 13 tho



kéch ca. Thiét tudng trong khoang doi L€ hai trdm nam, nhiing bac tai cao bac hoc xuat hién cling
nhiéu, chi ngit vi bi han ché nén khong dugc may bai truyen tung, Ung ché déng cac (10) thi dung 101
tho trang thién ngii ngon bai luat, bai dai co dén bay muoi van, ngan thi nam muoi hodc ba muoi van.
Gieo van phai ap vén vao cau dau, dau dé da kho, van lai ngit nghéo, c¢b bé budc lam cho kho khin.
Ta coi nhitng dau dé va Van vé thi Ho1, thi Huong, lai cang kho. Ta xem sach Cat Xuyén tiép but thay
c6 cau tho Gmg ché ma viét lidu rang: “Thoi hin phing chi tri, thin nguyén thi tam thé” (11) thi ai
cling phai bat cuoi!

(1) Nguyén ty 1a ngudn goc.

(2) Tt 1a thoi Luc triéu, ké tir Dong Tan trd di, khoang thé ky IV dén thé ky VL.

(3) Thuyé ciia nha Phat va thuyét ctia dao Lio.

(4) Nha Buong ho Ly nén goi 1a Ly Duong,

(5) bai Bao (1440 —1442) la nién hiéu doi Lé Thai Tong.

(6) Quang Thuan (1460 — 1469) la nién hi¢u doi1 Lé Thanh Tong.

(7) Dién Thanh (1578 — 1585) 1a nién hi¢u do1 Mac Mau Hop.

(8) Nguyén Ton Khué (1692 — ?) hiéu 1a Thu Hién, ngudi lang Phiic Khé, huyén Ngu Thién, tinh Son
Nam (nay thudc tinh Thai Binh). Pau Hoang giap ndm 1721 (doi Bao Thai). Co St hoa tung vinh,
Vinh st thi tuyén.

Nguyen Huy Oanh (1722 - 1799) hi¢u Thac Dinh, nguo1 lang Lai Thach, huyén La Son, tinh Ha Tinh.
Ong 14 anh ctia Nguyen Quynh, 1a cha cua Nguyen Huy Ty. Bau Tham hoa ndam 1748 (d01 Canh
Hung). C6 lam nhiéu tap tho khi di s Trung Qudc: Phung sit Yén Kinh tong ca, Thac Pinh di cao.

HO ST Dong (1738 — ?) hiéu 1a Dao Dinh, t 1a Long Thi, ngudi lang Hoan Hau, huyén Quynh Luu,
tinh Ngh¢ An. Bau Hoang Giap nam 1772 (do1 Canh Hung). Co6 hai tap tho: Hoa tung khién hirng tap
va Dao Dinh thi tap.

(9) Phic Khé cong chi Nguyén Toén Khué, Lai Thach cong chi Nguyén Huy O4nh, Hoan Hau cong chi
H6 Si Pdng.

(10) Ung ché dong cac 1a quan dong cac 1am tho theo dau dé vua cho.

(11) Nghia 1a mirng gip thoi thinh dat, mudn 1ay du ba ba!



THE VAN SACH

Sach Chu quan chép rang: 101 ctia nha vua phat ra goi 1a sach, tirc nhu nhitng 101 sach ménh, 161 dién
sach chép ¢ trong cac truyén ky. Den doi Han, vua moi 14y bai sach thi hoc tro. Ké ra c6 hai thé sach.
Mot 1a thé “ché sach”, 1a dem nguon goc tri loan c6 kim va ‘nhiing diéu chinh sy hay dé hién dang thi
hanh dé hoi; hoc trd cir 14y kién thirc ctia minh ma bay to d6i dap, goi la d6i sach. Trudce nhat, c6
nhirng bai van dinh d6i (1) ctia 6ng Dong Trong Thu, Cong Ton Hoang. Poi Puong c6 Luu Phan vi
d6i sach noi thang qua nén hong. Poi Tong co Diép T6 Hop dbi sach a dua lai duoc dd dau. T6 Pong
Pha c6 soan bai dbi sach ngy thi Tlen s dem tién trinh. o1 Nam Tong c6 bai van dinh d6i ctia 6ng
Van Thién Tuong, cac quan doc quyén phai khen quyén vin dinh d01 ay1a "co nghi nhu qui giam,
trung can nhur thiét thach" (2). Nhitng bai van thi Trang nguyén do1 gan déy ciing déu 1a thé van ddi
sach ca. Ché sach tirc 1a dau dé bai d6i sach, nhu vua Vo Pé nha Han ngy ra ngoai hién, ra ba bai
sach thi hoc tro; doi Nam Triéu, Luu Téng (3) ra ndm bai sach thi cho hoc tro; nay déu chép & trong
sach Chiéu Minh vin tuyén, ciing 1a nhitng dau bai ché sach cua cac vua doi sau ra, khi thi dinh, nhu
thé goi 1a Hoang thuwong ché sach. Hai 1a thé “thi sach” 13 khi & ngoai quin qudc ¢ cir nhitng hoc trd
minh kinh 18n, hodc thién tur than ra bai sach, hoac quan hai thuong bo L& ra dau bai, chi chuyén hoi
vé dai nghia trong mot kinh ctia minh hoc tip va nhitng nghia trong sach Hiéu kinh, Luan ngtr, dat ra
dau dé ma hoi goi 1a thi sach. Nguo1 nao chuyén hoc kinh nao thi ctr lay thuyét cua minh 8¢ hoc dem
ra dbi dap. Li van 4y chi cot nhé nhitng diéu truyén thy, chtr khong phai cham trd, got d&o, goi 1a 16
van “xa sach”.

Sach Han thu chép: Ha gian Hién Vuong vao chau, vua Vo Dé co ra bai sach hoi ba muoi diéu, Hién
Vuong déu d6i dap duoc ca. Vua Vo Dé xubng chiéu khen rang "Xua kia vua Thang khot Ién tir bay
muoi dam dat vua Van khoi 1én tr mot tram dém dat nay Vuong nén cb ging hoc 1én!". Hién Vuong
tir khi tr& vé nude, lai vui choi uéng ruou qua ma mat.

Doi Puong, ong Vuong Duy xin d6i phép thi khoa Minh kinh va cac 1& 16i ra nam bai sach hoic ba
bai sach. Doi Tong, 6 ong Pham Thuﬁn Nhan khi vao thi gip bai sach héi vé Tt San c¢6 bdn diéu dao
quan tr 1a nhitng gi? Ong dap lai rang: “1)Tri minh phai cung. 2) Chap su phai kinh. 3) Lay diéu nghia
sai khién nguoi. 4) Lay diéu hué yén dan". Ay dai khai thé van thi sach, xa sach la nhu thé. Tur doi nha
Minh tr& vé sau, m&1 hop nha hoc hi¢u va viéc khoa ctr lam mdt. Khi tuyen nguo1 vao chén triéu
chinh thi chi léy khoa Tién si 1am tiéu chuan dé chon lua, lac thi Pinh thi kiém ca 16i van “ché sach”
va “thi sach”, ma ra mot bai ché sach dé hoi, khi hoc tro 1am van doi dap thi kiém ca 16i van “dbi
sach” va “xa sach”, goi la the van “d6i sach”. Lam nhu thé 14 dé cho nhitng ngudi hoc chuyén ting
kinh khong nhirng chi thién vé hoc huin ho ma thdi, va nhitng nguoi hoc kinh ludn ciing khong dén ndi
phu phiém thanh ra 16ng bong qua. Cai ¥ ay thuc 1a hay.

Nudc ta doi Ly, doi Tran, nhitng bai sach thi hoc tro, ta chua duoc trong thdy. Poi Tién Lé, hoc quy,
thi phap chép du ca & trong Thuc luc, méi chuyén 14y vin sach 1am chwong trinh thi Huong, thi Hoi,
thi Dinh. D6 ciing 13 theo phép nha Minh ma cham chudc lai. Ta thudng thiy naim Hong Duc thir hai
muoi mbt (1491) ¢o6 ra bai ché sach rang: "Tir doi xua c6 ddng minh vuong thanh chua tri trong coi
doi, déu phai ct trong bo duc, chudng tai bo tham la viéc trudce nhét, v.v...". Pau bai van sach udc do
hai tram chit, dai luoc trude hoi vé nhitng su hay dé ctia doi xua, réi dén nhitng viéc thi hanh doi bay
gio. Bai van hoi mot cach bao ham, rong rii; khong phai ngudi hoc quan xuyén c6 kim thi khong thé



ha but viét dugc. Vay nén chon duoc nhleu ngudi tai gioi. Nhitng doi gan day khong thé sanh kip. Tu
doi Dién Thanh (4) tr¢ 18n, nén nép 4y van con. Pén doi Quang Hung (5) tro v€ sau, nguoi ra dau bai
chi chuyén hoi vé nhirng cau hiém hoc, kho khan, nguoi d6i sach chi ¢t ghi nhé duogc van cii la hon
Trong mdt bai thi sach co dén vai muoi myc, mdi mot muc c¢6 dén ba bdn doan, goi la “van muc”.
Ngudi ndo xem rong nhd nhiéu thi moi dé tra 161 duogc dén muodi sdu, mudi bay hay muoi tim doan;
mdi doan chi nhit vai ba muoi chit dién cd & trong sach thi c6 thé doat giap tranh khoi dugc. Lam vin
nhu thé, sao c6 thé xac thuc dugc viée ¢d kim, binh luan dugc su hay d¢, dé cho t6 cai s& hoc cta
minh? Gan day, dau bai vin sach lai chuyén hoi vé mot muc, bai ndo dai thi ¢ vai muoi doan, ngin
thi d6 hon mudi doan, it ra cling d§ bon ndm doan, chi dem nhirng nghia vit trong kinh, truyén, s,
sach, r6i vin veo hoi di hoi lai, goi la “an sach”. K¢ d6i sach chi khién cudng y nghia, tuy theo tung
chd ma giai thich tra 101, cau cho tring ¥ khao quan 1a duoc, con nhu ¥ nghia tinh vi ctia c6 nhan thi
khong xét dén. Vi vay, ké dd dat 1am quan thién 1éch thi nhiéu, chinh tryc thi it. Bén ltc vé huu hoic
phai giai chirc thoi lam quan, thi ngay thudng vo su, ho lai xai giuc kién cao di€u toa, do ciing la thoi
van xui nén. Khoang ndm Giap Thin, At Ty (1784 — 1785) do1 Canh Hung, nha Giam (Van Miéu, Ha
NOo1) khi trude gap ngay mot mot, ngay ram thuong hop hoc tro lai binh van, cac quan van déu dén hoi
hop, ngudi dén nghe binh vin, vong trong vong ngoai, dong nhu kién. Khi ay, c6 mot ngudi dan ba dén
trude ctra nha Gidm mudn xin vao xem, linh canh dudi khong cho vao. Ba ta dung trong vao trude cira
nha Giam vai lay ma rang: "Chang hay khi xwa thanh nhan lap gido thé nio ma nay cac quan hé ha ngoi
but xudng phan doan mot 101 13 khong con kéu vao dau duoc nira?". Ngudi dan ba ay vira lay vira
khoc ma di. Oi! Ngudi dan ba qué mua ay chang trach 1am chi, nhung cac ngai 1a bac vin hoc, lam
nén quan, ma dé cho dan dén ndi thé, thi n& 1ong nao!

(1) Pinh ddi 1 d6i sach khi thi Pinh.

(2) Néi van chuong ctia Van Thién Trudng gia dan dang 1am mau muc, 1ong da thi trung nghia nhu sat
da.

(3) Nha Téng ho Luu nén goi 14 Luu Tdng.
(4) Dién Thanh (1587 — 1585) la nién hiéu Mac Mau Hop.

(5) Quang Hung (1578 — 1599) 14 nién hiéu Lé Thé Tong.



VIEC TAI DI

Khoang nam At Ty, Binh Ngo (1785 — 1786) doi Canh Hung, & bai cat bo song gan lang Bat Trang,
thay n6i 1én ngon lira xanh, 1y canh tre kho ném vao thi chay bung 1én, nhung nhirng cay dau, cay dau
van khong bi hai gi ca. Pan Nam Giao, chd 1an cira thir hai, c6 mot cai giéng d4, trén mit nude ciing
thay noi ltra xanh.

Song Bach Pang ¢ huyén Thiy DPuong, tur nhién thay trén song trdi noi nhitng dau nguoi bang dau
ngodn tay cai, d6i mi chit dinh, dau toc x6m xoam. Dap vo ra thi thay mau chay 1y nhay nhu 6c ca,
mui hdi tanh, ba ngdy mdi hét. Pén khi nha Tay Son lay dugc toan qudc, mua xuan nam Mau Ngo
(1798) trén song Bach Pang ciing thiy troi ndi dau ngudi doi khian do, mit trang, dau toc ciing xom
xoam nhu 1an trude. Ké hiéu sy nhit 1y dem vé dé mot chit, vai ngay kho quit lai nhu qua cdy da.
Mua he ndm sau, 0 Trung B0 lai co timg It coc ru nhau qua song Nhi Ha ma sang bén Bic, con ndo
khong sang dugc, chét troi cling nhiéu.

Mua he nam Ky Dau (1789) (1), chia Tay Son lay duoc Bac Thanh, vao dong & Khang cong phu.

Gap khi ay may ngay mua ludn, nha tién duong nude sau hon mot thude, phut chéc nuée rat, gitta san
thdy mot dam dat sut xudng sau rong dén vai thude. Quan Pai tur mi 13 Nguyén Van Dung dong & trong
thanh, dang ngéi & nha ngoai lam viéc, chot théy trén khong c6 mdt dan chim danh nhau, c6 mdt con
chét sa xubng gitta san. Puoc it 1au, ong roi dinh ra dong & ngoai thanh, phudng Phic Phé, vé phia
d6ng bac pha chiia Trinh. Mot hom, troi khong c6 miy ma ty nhién sét danh vao nha ngoai dudng, vo
tan cai ¢t ngoai hién. Nguyén Vin Dung sau c6 dén ctra song Hoang Giang dé bd tri viéc phong thi
duong thuy, sai dap don liy ¢ trén bai song, nira dém tir nhién dat sut, mat ba khau sung dai bac. Do
déu la diém la.

Ta con nh¢ do1 Canh Hung ndm Giap Ngo (1774), khi ta moi bay tu6i, theo hau dang tién dai phu ra
nha riéng & phé Ha Khau. Mot hom, ra choi ngoai duong, thay nguoi hang phd ding trong 1én troi. Ta
cung trong theo, thi thay bong mit troi da xé, sac dé nhu huyét va tich ra 1am hai. Sau lai nghe cac ban
hiru noi chuyén rang nim Giap Ngo kéo quan vao danh trong Nam, chiia Trinh Thinh viong (Trinh
Sam) ra ngy 1au Ngii Long dé tién quan Viép (2) dem quan di. Bay gio, Duong cong Quyét & Lac Pao
(3) duong lam quan 6 Kinh. Khi tan budi chau, mat troi xé chiéu rdi, Dwong cong moi ré sang huong
béac vé Phu Thi, gip nguoi hoc tro la Nguyen Han (4). Duong cong hoi: "Nha nguoi c6 trong thay gi
khong?" Nguyén Han thua rang: "C6 trong thiy hai con rong trang bay tir bac sang nam, chdc lai thay
bay tir nam sang bac, dé thuong duong lac nha chia sai dem quan di chang?". Duong cong néi "Lan
nay di thi tat 1a thing tran, nhung thién dao hao hoan (5) tir ddy moi gay nén viéc binh tranh”. Khi & ay
ta con it tudi, trong nudc van yén on, thdy cac bac tién boi van lo loan lac dén noi, ta cho la chuyén vu
vo. Khong ngo 16n 18n, chinh than ta lai gip budi loan lac. Oi! Nha nudc hung vong von c6 s6 dinh
truoc, tro1 da léy diém quai di dé cho ma ran so, thuc 1a long tro1 nhan tir 1am thay! Duong cong than
1am quan khanh si, trong thiy diém bach long nhu thé, sao khong maich bao vua, lai chi ban riéng voi
nhau la c& lam sao?

Mua xuan nam Binh Ngo (1786), lang Uoc Lé huyén Thanh Oai ¢6 cai giéng tu nhién nude soi 1én,
ganh vé nha do vao vai roi ma van séi, tiéng nudc nd 1ép bép nhu tiéng ga con kéu, mai khong thoi,
14y tay gb vao vai thi im ngay, nhung mot lac lai thé. Thang hai nim Tan Dau (1801) ciing lai thiy



nudce so6i nhur vay. Chuyén nay 1a em 6ng Ctr nhan Tang Quan Céap noi cho ta biét dich nhu thé.

bo1 Tay Son, nam Mau Ngo (1798), vé vung huyén Nam Sach, huyén Tién Minh, ngoai déng c6 chd
dat vong quanh chirng d6 hai muoi miu, dudi dat nhu c6 con vy gi vira chay vira kéu. Quan V6 phan
suat dem linh ra dao chd dt Ay, nhung khong thiy gi ca, ling yén nghe thi lai thiy tiéng kéu & bdn bén,
chay di chay mai khong thoi.

Mua xuan nam Tan Dau (1801), lang Kiét Pac huyén Chi Linh, tu nhién d4t nirt ra hon nim muoi
thudc, sau khong biét dau la chung, ngudi lang dem dat lap di.

Nam Canh Than (1800), & ngoai cira Cau DAt c6 mdt nha, dan ba di vang ca, chi c6 ngudi chil & nha;
chot théy bén canh bo quén miéng thit lon, lién dem cét vao trong nha, roi ra choi ngoai cura. Khi tro
vao, thiy mat miéng thit lon, ngd cho con méo tha mat. Nguoi d6 ndi gian, ming méo. Con méo chot
ndi 1én nhu ngudi ma rang: "Ai tha mat thit ma ming!". Nguoi chu sg, lui ra, lang xom ai cling lay 1am
kinh di. Ta ¢ Kinh nghe chuyén ay, lai nhé ndm Nham Dan (1782) doi Canh Hung ¢ con triu ciing
ndi tiéng nguoi, khong biét 1a ndi ra sao.

Lang ta vé phia tay béc co chua Pho6 Thién thude vé lang Duong X4, nhung bdn bén déu 1a dit lang ta
ca. Tuc truyen rang chua 4y nguyén thude vé lang ta. Khi xura, c6 mot a dao gia di qua ctra chua bj ong
Long than | trong chua danh chét. Thoi 4y, nhitng ké chet duong, chét & dia phan lang nao thi lién lyy
dén lang a ay. Ké cuong hao nha lai thuong ta su dé quay rdi. Lang ta so va lay, do vay la cai chua ay
thudc vé lang bén, vi vay moi thuge vé Duong Xa. Trong chua Phat va Long than rat thiéng, hon nguoi
a dao dén khoang nam Canh Hung van con nuong tya cay da sau chua dé 1am ma quay hanh khach.
Nguoi nao tu01 tré, dep trai di qua day thuong Om dau ma chét. Trude ctra chua, ta hiru hai bén, déu
cO6 mot cai gleng Canh giéng bén ta co cdy co ting cao voi voi, ké nong phu dém di qua thuong thay
c6 tinh do, to bing qua cam lon, tir trén may sa xuong dau ngon cay, hodc tir gbc cay bay vut 1én.
Ngudi ta nghi 13 chd khach Hoa kiéu (6) dé ciia, cling ¢6 nguoi nghi 13 tinh anh cua troi dat.

Trude nam Canh Than (1740) do1 Canh Hung, lang ta c6 quan Pong cac Vo Minh Duong, phu nhan 1a
Pham Thi Thudng chdn gidu mot thuyén bac & trong chua. It 1au, nguoi day td di chon bac bi giic
Chat bat di mat, nén khong biét chd chon thuyén bac dy ¢ dau nita. Ong Nhit Dinh Toan, nguoi lang
Hoach Trach, tin thuit phong thity, mudn doi chua dy di dé chén ma. Long thén phai phu vao miéng
d6ng nhan tranh bién mai voi 6ng, chiia moi khoi doi di. Khi ta mudi ba tudi, nghe thay c6 mot dao si,
nguyén quan & lang Duong Xa, dao dat bat dugc mot lo bac, nhin vay, méi t6 may pho tugng dé cing
vao chua. Trong hai muo1 ndm nay, tinh Hai Duong ta thudong bi nan binh hoa loan lac luén, nhung
may gian chiia Ay van con nhu cil.

(1) (Luu y: ndm dugec tinh theo lich Viét Nam, chua dugc st dung trudc nam 1967 — tducchau)
(2) Ttrc Hoang Ngii Phuc.
(3) Ban dich viét 1a Duong Uong.

(4) Ban dich viét 1a Nguyén Han. (tducchau)



(5) Thién dao hao hoan nghia 1a dao trdi thuong tuan hoan.

(6) Theo ban gdc.



NHA HOQ NGUYEN O TIEN PIEN

Ong Nguyen Nghiém ngudi lang Tién Dlen, huyén Nghi Xuan, xtr Ngh¢, vbn 13 bach dinh (1), tu01 tré
da dd Tién si, lam quan trai cac dai bo, réi vao Tham tung chdn phu dudng, hon mudi ndim méi vé tri
si, sau lai dugc tri¢u ra lam quan. Nam Giap Ngo (1774) do1 Canh Hung, do chirc Pai tu dd Xuan
quin cong, xung lam Binh nam T4 tudng quan. Khi mat, dugc phong phiic than, vinh hién dén thé 1a
cung. Con trai truong la Nguyén Khan ciing 13 bac phong luu tién si. Khi 6ng Khan dd, dugc tit yén &
L& bd duong thi quan Tu dd 1a Nguyén Nghiém duong lam quan Lé thi, tu tay gai bong hoa mil cho
con. That la mot sy hiém c6, dwong thoi thudng truyén tung. Khi chtia Trinh Thinh vuong (Trinh Sam)
con & Liwong qudc phu, thi ong Nguyén Khan 1am Phién liéu, hang ngay dugc vao hau yén trong ndi
cung Thinh vuong, than thiét nhu ban 4o vai. Nam DPinh Hoi (1767) thing cho ong Khan 1am Tri phién
liéu kiém quan Nhat hung co, tudc Kiéu nhac hau. Khi ay, trong nuéc binh yén v6 sy. Thinh vuong lai
thich di ngy choi, lac di thudng hoa, lac di cdu ca, thé ndo ciing ¢6 dng Nguyén Khan cung di. Khi trd
vé, thi ong lai mic 4o chén tay hep ra vao noi cung cam. Nha chia dic ban cho 6ng duoc di lai ra vao
khong khac gi quan néi giam. Khi chtia Trinh thuong ca, thuong sai Nguyen Khan ngoi hau Ong duoc
do1 khan lvong, mac thuong phuc, ngdi ngay bén canh, cam chau diém hat. Nhitng ngay rdi, chia Trinh
1én ngy chot Ho Tay, ké thi thin vé si bay hang quanh ca bbn mit hd, nha chia chi cing v6i ba Ping
Tuyén phi ngdi trén thuyén, ma Nguyén Khan thi ngdi hau ngang trudc mat, cung thuong lam, cuo1 noi,
khong khac gi ban be, ngudi nha. Trong cung c6 bay bé can, nii non bo va canh hoa da gi, déu phai
qua tay 6ng Nguyén Khan chdm séc thi méi vira ¥ nha chia. Nha chia lai thuong sai ong di stra sang
cac hanh cung & Chau Long, Tir Tram, Diing Thay. Ong c6 tai duc nin nii d4, vé voi phong hoa, nén
thuong duoc nha chia ban khen. Ong lai thich nghé hat xudng, sanh 4m ludt, thudng dat nhitng bai hat
nhac phi ra lam diéu hat moi; viét xong bai nao thi nhirng nghé si ngoai gido phudng tranh nhau truyén
tung. Ta c¢6 cu tho rang: An phach tin truyén Lai bo ca (nghia 1a gd phach truyén tung bai hat méi cta
quan Lai bd) chinh 1a chi viéc ay. Ong Nguyén Khan khi dang 1am quan, thudng xin phép nghi & nha;
chta Trinh c¢6 dua cho bai tho ném rang:

D3 phat nim dong bo 13i chau,
Lai phat nam déng b6 thiéu cau.
Nhin nhu 6ng bay vé nghi ddy,
Hay con phat nira chira thoi dau.

Vi khi 4y, budi ngoai chau va budi ngu cau, dang luc nghi, 6ng khong t6i hau ngy dugc, nén déu bi
phat nim dong. Nguyén Khéan c6 hoa lai rang:

Vang vt cho nén phai céo chiu,
Phién chau con cdo lo phién cau.
Trong an phat dén 1a thuong dén,

Ay ctia nha vua chir cua dau.



Chua Trinh l1ay 1am khen. Mot ngay kia, trong nha Nguyén Khan bay cudc yen tige, thiéu che uéng
Chot quan Trung sir ¢6 viéc ra nha 6ng, ong khong kip lam to khai, chi viét tay miy chit: "Than Khan
khat tra nhat lang" (2). Quan Trung st dem vé dang, chiia Trinh ban cho mdt hom cheé. Pugc it 14y,
ong duoc vao Tham tung pht duong. Cha con clng ¢ tudng phu, xwa nay chua co thé bao gio.

Nha 6ng Nguyén Khan ¢ vé phia nam chua Bich Cau, phia tay thi thudc chia Tién Tich. Chua ay
nguyén 1a ctia ba Hoang chinh phi tién ctng. Thuong khi ngy gid ra choi, Thinh vuong chi di mot
chiéc thuyén nho tir ctr Long LAu ra ho Tién Tich roi dén nha Nguyén Khan. Khi vao nha, chia hoi
tham ca dén vo con, yéu mén Khan khong ai bang. Hoi 4y, con trai dau 1ong nha chaa 1a Tong quin
cong (Trinh Khai) ra hoc & nha quan Noi pho Han quan cong, Nguyén Phuong Pinh. Ong Nguyén
Khén va 6ng Ly Tran Than dugc sang lam quan Ta Hiru tu gian. Sau Ly cong mat, ong chuyén mot
minh 1am chirc Tu gian. Dén khi ba chinh thit ong 1a Huy phu nhan mat, thi su tin yéu cua nha chua
d6i voi ong ctung kém dan. Ong phai xin cdo quan vé cu tang quan Tu 6, r6i lai duoc phung ménh
triéu ra, doi sang vii ban. Khi ay, nhan c6 cai mat an ctia Thé tir nim Canh TY (3), ké gia than 13 Tuan
Sinh hau, Khé Trung hau déu bj giam chét ¢ trong nguc. Nguyén Khan ciing Han quin cong déu bi lién
d6i phai giam. Nha chia méi gio cai thiép xin ché ctia ong ra cho cac quan xem, t0 ¥ bao 6ng 1a
ngudi ngao man, vo 18. Mua dong naim Nhiam Dan (1782), quan Tam phti n6i 1én 1am loan, giét quan
Thy phu 1a Dién quan cong, 1ap Poan Nam vuong 1a Trinh Tong 1én lam chiaa. Khanh quan cong va
Tham tung 14 T Xuyén hiu, giam ban Diém quan cong déu bi t6i. Nguyén Khan vi 1a qudc su nén lai
dugc nhic 1én lam Lai bo Thuong thu, vao tham tung, ban cho tudc Toan quan cong. Em 1a Nguyén
biéu cling dugc nhic 1én quyén chirc D6 ddc phu su, Diéu nhac hiu; hai anh em cung ¢ chinh phu.
Nhung quén linh khong phyc. Linh Tam phu lai khéi 1én 1am loan, ph4 nha 6ng Nguyén Khan va ong
cau chua 1a quan Trung Gy cai quan Duong hau quyén thy phu su, giét mat ngudi Thit hiéu tao si 1a
Chiém trung hau. Nha chiia bat dic di phai bo Nguyén Khan ra kiém linh Son Tay, Hung Hoa hai tran.
Ong bén cung voi quan Tran thi Son Nam 1a Thac quan cong (4) Hoang Phing Co, muu mo ké nghia
si Tt Tuyen (5), dinh dem vao giét quan kiéu binh. Quan Tam phu biét tin, 1am huyén néo 1én, ¢ co
nguy dén Trinh sty phu. Muu cua Nguyen Khan phai th6i. Nam Binh Ngo (1786), gip budi qudc bién,
quan Tay Son ra bae vua Chiéu Thong 1én ndi ngoi. Pén sau, ‘quan Tay Son kéo ve, Nguyén Khan
moi lai dem quan can vuong vao chau nha vua, roi bi bénh mat ¢ kinh. Khi ay, 6ng em 1a Nguyén
Piéu mat di 14u roi.

Quan Tu d6 Xuan quan cong co khi vé choi xtr Nghé. Mot hom, ndm mdng thdy mot nguoi dan ba kéu
van rang: "Nay sip dén ky sinh d¢, xin dé me tron con vudng thi déu 12 nho on tuéng cong ca". Sang
som, ong thire day, thay ¢ nguo1 mang biéu con cé chép to. Thay con ca dang chira, 6ng sai tha ra. Vé
sau, lai nAm mong that ngudi dan ba ay dén ta on. Nay ho Nguyén ¢ Tién Dién khong dam dn c4 chép,
l1a vang 161 ran cua ong.

Ong anh Xuan quin cong la Nguyen Hué 1am dén Tham chinh r6i mat. Khi Trinh Nghi T6 (Trinh
Doanh) tay chinh c6 nam mong thdy mot 6ng quan van chit khan lrong, mac 4o thanh cat, dem nam
trim gia dinh vao béi yét. Chiia Trinh hoi thi ngudi Ay thua rang: "Toi 1a Tham chinh Nguyén Hué,
nghe tin nha chia ngy gia tdy chinh, xin dem gia dinh di theo hau". Chua git dau, tinh ddy bén phong
cho vuong tuée, lai truy phong cho 1am Trung dang than.

Ong Nguyen Khan thich hat xuong, gap khi con hat tang cho, cting ctr cho tién bat hat, khong lic ndao
bo tiéng to tiéng triic. Khi dng cu tang quan Tu d0, ngdy rdi cling van sai con hat dd khuc goi 1a



“ngam tho ndm”. Bon con em qui thich déu bit chudc choi boi, hau nhu thanh thoi quen. Xét doi ong
Khén phong luu phti qui nhu thé that 13 rat muc. Thé ma khi 6ng quan binh, thi ké thudc binh lai khong
phuc, 1am 6n 1én, toan xong vao giét ong. Ong phai trén vao trong ndi phi. Nha chiia d6i nguoi cai
quan khac, 6ng moi dugce thoat. Sau 6ng lai bi nhuc v61 bon ki€u binh; ho dén phé nha. Con nhu su
duoc sy mat, luc cung luc thong, né ciing an nap duwa dAm véi nhau. Ay ciling 13 minh tu gdy nén. Hay
1a tao hoa cling ghen ghét sy my man?

Nam Canh Ty phét ra cai an cua Thé tir 1a do Ngo Thi Nham. Ong Thi Nhdm nho cong ay duoc thang

"

lam Cong bo thi lang. Nguoi thoi bay gid ¢6 cau: "Giét bon cha ma duoc thi lang, trung can chi hiéu".
C4i 16i ctia Thi Nham, du luan khong dung thir. Khi em la 6ng Thi Chi vao lam Thiém tri hinh phién,
c6 soan bd sach Nhit thong chi; chép vé cai mit an Ay, cling co che day di it nhiéu. Nhung vé nhirng
viéc trong cung phu thi chép duoc trong 1am, khong nén nhat nhit déu ché ca.

(1) Than 1a Khan xin chiia mot lang tra.
(2) Canh Ty (1780) tirc 1a viéc Can va Tong tranh ngdi thé tir.

(3) Tuan sinh hau 1a Nguyén Khac Tuan, cau Trinh Sam, tran phu Kinh Bac. Khé trung hau 1a Chu
Xuan Han... Han quan cong 1a Nguyén Phuong Pinh.

(4) Ban dich viét 1a Thach quan cong.

(5) Pat Bic ha khi xua chia 1am bdn tran thira tuyén, goi 13 T tuyén



DIEM CAY DA

Miéu~ than lang ta co ciy da to, khi ndo trong lang c6 ngudi dd dai khoa thi cAy da ti nhién moc ra mot
cai ré nho vong quanh than cdy, nhu la deo dai vay. Nam Nham Thin (1772) doi Canh Hung, cay da
lai moc dai, nhung chi vong quanh dugc dén mra than cay. Khoa ay c6 Vo Tén Huong (1) do.

V0 cong, nguyén ho Pao, t6 tién & lang Co Bi, huyén Gia Lam, sau dén ngu ¢ lang ta, ké dén doi ong
mo1 dugc ba bon doi. Lang Co Bi cling c6 mdt cay gao to, trong lang co ai thi do thi cay gao mdi nay

hoa. Nam Nham Thin, ciy gao 4y ciing nay hoa. Oi! D¢ 1a loai cay ¢ vo tri ma con bao tin khong sai
nhu the thi cling la thay!

(1) Ban dich viét 1a Vo Pon Huong. (tducchau)

Phia dong thon chg lang Pinh T6 ¢6 mot go tho tinh (1), ta hitu lai ¢6 hai go kim tinh (2) chdng nhau, ¢



VIEC TE TU

Doi xua, Thién tir lam vua ca thién ha thi bay ra du cac 18 té giao, té miéu, té xa tac, té son xuyén. Vua
chu hau thi té thin son xuyén & trong cdi, con dan thi té than ky ¢ trong lang xom. Mbi mot xom hop
muo1 lam nha cung canh gac tréng nom giup do 14n nhau. Mdi mot lang thi té than Tho coc va ca than
Cau mang, than Hau tac. Con 18 & cac béc tién thanh, tién su, than linh, dia ky va thd cling cac danh
than, dang luong tudc, nghia phy, tiét phu, hiéu tr, thuan ton, thi tho cung da co noi, cing té da dinh
ngay, noi nao di 1ap ra roi khong dam bo di nita. Noi nao khong lap tho thi khong bat budc phai thd
(1). Nudc Nam ta dyng nudce tir do1 Lac Hung; khoang gitra lai phai phu thuoc vé doi Han, doi
DBuong; roi dén doi Pinh, doi Lé, doi Ly, doi Tran, ngoai viée té giao miéu Son xuyén ra, con cac
dén tho ghi trong ty dién. V& doi Tran da thdy trong sach Viét dién u linh luc (2) chép ca thay hai
muoi chin dén Cac doi sau lai thém mdi ra. Khoang do1 Quang Thiéu, Théng Nguyén (3), lai théy
chép trong sO ghi cac dén thd dén mot tram muoi dén. Nhirng dén ay khong phai 1a dén chinh té, thudc
ve€ nha nude. Lai con nhing bac c¢6 cong vo1 nudce, hodc chéng d& dai hoa cho dan, cting déu c6 dén
thd nhung chua chép hét vao so Khoang do1 Quang Hung (4), vua Thé Ton khoi phyc dugc kinh d6,
truy xet nhitng nguoi bay toi tiét nghia, déu cho 1ap dén cling t&, d¢én hai muoi bay den lai con nhirng
béc thién than hién linh c6 cong trang déu dugc bao phong va lap dén thd, chép vao sb sach rat nhiéu;
nhung van con chia ra c¢6 thir ty, khong dén ndi r6i loan.

T khi trong nudc dugc thai binh it 1au, thoi tuc cang ngay cang kiéu ngoa, nhiing ké hao cuong &
chén dan gian, thudng bd theo ddu ngudi bat gop tién lai mo dam té than. Ho ty 1y 1am déc ¥, chi dua
nhau mil cao 4o dai, cung té xa xi, lai con dut 16t dé cau sac phong cho than. Cho nén than nhan tap
nhap, sach ghi chép vé than thi 16n xon. Nhitng ké mé thoi sting bai ma qui thi dua nhau khong biét thé
13 dé, nhitng ngudi ham cta duat 16t thi lai diém nhién khéng cAm, khién nhitng con ma hén ha ciing
duoc sic phong, nhitng con yéu trau ché ciing dugc hiéu hién. Con nhitng dén thd than chinh tryc,
hodc trai luc loan lac binh hoa, bia bang khong con, hodc truyén lai 14u doi, nghe nho sai suyén. Mubn
xét dén s6 sach thi vi cAm khic in, thanh ra _khong biét ching ctr vao dau; mudn hoi dén lang xom, thi
xua nay quen thoi kiéng tén hiy, lam sai mat ca dué hiéu. Néu khong duoc ngudi nao chim chi, ra
cong suu tam thi dén nao 1a chinh tw, dén nio 1a dam t, khong con phan biét dugc. Thuc dang than
cho thé dao 1am thay!

Lang ta phia tdy nam (5) c6 mot cai go dat, tuc goi 1a Pong chua. Nguyén la ¢ ngoai dong dot khoi 1én
mot dong dat, hinh nhu cai guong tron, nudc chiy chung quanh, chd mach dat chay vao la cai chudi
kinh, cac thay phong thtty goi 1a mach nhap cudc. Truyen rang ngy xua tré muc dong choi du c¢6 lam
mot cai chiia con & trén go 4y; vé sau ngudi 16n nhan thé ma 1ap chua. Chua cting linh ng. Nam Canh
Than, Tan Dau (1740 - 1741) trai qua loan lac, Itra chay mat, nay chi con tro déng dat khong. Ngay
rdi, budc 18n choi cai go Ay, thudng sinh ra xtic cam vé nhirng cudc phé hung kim c.

Truyen rang o trong dam, khi xua, c6 mdt con trau chét dudi thanh ma. . Nhirng dém trang co6 lac no
vung vay ¢ trong nudc, ke dién phu di 140 thudng thuong trong thiy. Oi! Ngudi chét dudi thanh ma thi
c6, con trau chét dudi thanh ma, thi trong cic sach da sir ciing khong thiy chép. Xem thé moi biét trong
khoang vii try, khong vat gi la khong c6. Trude mat chua, cach canh déng nuge, c6 mot con duong nho
bang bo rudng, phia nam thong dén thon Nhur Ling, 1ang Dinh T6, phia bac thong dén thon Cho T6,
lang Pinh T6, lai con modt con dudng cai quan & bén phia bac chua, cach udc do mot quang thi dén go



Hoang xa. C4i go kim tinh, ngudi ta bao 1a kiéu dat “hoang xa thich cap” (nghia 13 con rin dinh bt
con s0), tuc goi 1a xir Pong Lac. Phia nam chuia, cach d0 nira dam, lai c6 go Ngoa Tuong, tuc goi la
dong Con Voi, céc thay phong thity goi 1a hinh “qui nhan xuat trudng”.

Phia tay lang ta c6 mot cai go to, tuc goi 1a ma Duong. GO Ay nguyén 1a dét lang ta, sau vi ¢ lang ta
khong nhan chiia Phd Quang nén méi thudc vé lang Duong X4, ma thanh tén ma Duong. Go 4y rong do
vai muoi miu, hinh giéng con ¢4 chép hda rong, mang ca 16m xudéng nhu canh hoa sen méi nd, giira
ndi 1én mot go kim tinh nhu cai huong sen, quanh ddy mé ma rat nhiéu. O giita c6 hai cai md dat cua
ho Duong, ho V&, 1a dat két phat gidu co. Tir nam Canh Théan (1740) doi Canh Hung trd vé sau, hai
ho ay suy kém dan. Phia tdy nam mang c4 1a mat c4, noi Ién mot cai go con, md t6 nha quan tham hoa
Vo Thanh & déy. Trudc c6 mot cai viing nho, vuong d6 nam sau thudce 1a nd1 minh duong, lai xé vé
phia nam nita 1a bat dau noi long mach din lai. Cac thdy phong thuy cho rang “dién tién bat tu thay
phan” (nghia la dong nude hinh chit bat chia do61 dang trude mat), cho nén con chau nha 6ng Vo Thanh
nhiéu ngudi tha phuong khanh kiét. Khong biét thuyét y c6 dung khong? Ta bao rang thuyét ay néu
qua nhién c6 thue, thi pham nhitng "dao ky" déu khong tu tai ca. Nghiém xét cac phan md c6 tiéng déu
khong hop nhu thé, vay cai thuyét ay chua chic da tin dugce. Trude md t6 nha ong VO Thanh co mot
cai viing nudc nhd, mua he déy nude, mua dong can khd. Tuc truyén o déy co ma ca, cir dém thanh,
nghe tiéng c4 nhay bi bom. Nhung tat nude di mo tim thi khong thay gi ca. Khong biét 1a cai quai gi.

(1) Cau nay khong thiy trong ban dich.
(2) Tac Viét dién u linh.

(3) Quang Thiéu (1515 — 1522) 1a nién hiéu L& Chiéu Téng. Thong Nguyén (1522 — 1527) 1a nién
hi¢u Lé Hoang B¢ Xuan.

(4) Quang Hung (1578 — 1599 1a nién hiéu Lé Thé Tong.

(5) Ban dich viét 1a phia déng nam.



LE TANG

L2 tang tir lac méi chét cho dén luc cat dam, ngudi doi xua déu dung 18 "su sinh", nghia 1a ding cung
déu theo nhu 18 luc sinh thot, chtr chua co t& 18. Chi khi ndo tin khach dén phing viéng thi méi c6 to
cao trang, bai van té dé bao phiing. Gan day, tir lc co le phan ham, dat ban tho mic 4o tang, cho dén
luc cung com tuan bén muwoi chin ngay, déu dung van té ca. Nhitng nha ong cha c6 cong nghiép dirc
hanh thi 161 vin € lai qué khoe khoang, khong hop 1&. Con nhitng nha thuong dan khong c6 sy trang gi,
ngudi 1am vin té cling chap nhat nhitng viéc luc binh sinh, dit ra cau bién ngau ddi nhau. Ho cho thé
13 thiét dang 1am. Co biét dau ddy chi 12 bdi xAu cha me ra ma thoi. Thuc déng than thé 13m thay!



LE NHA MIEU

L& béo than thi c6 ¢d dang 1én ngu cung. Cir theo théi ¢ Lam Kinh thi chi dung thit tai, mudng sinh va
mila nao thic ay, vai thir qua pham, chir khong 1am vin hoa gi ca. Mot vi su vao khan bang tiéng Ai
Lao dé chic phuc, dai y cau cho van ménh Hoang thugng dugc trudng tho, khan xong dung hai dong
tién ngd ném xudng dat dé xem sap ngira, d6 1a thay tién "keo", xin 4m dwong tirc 13 cai ¥ bat chudc
Dich Thanh vay.

L& trong ndi dién thi ctr 1¢ ndm tram xa phai cung tng. Nhirng xd 4y phan nhiéu 1a noi dat xau, dan
nghéo. Nhiéu x4 thiéu tién cung tng, khong da nhu dung vé 18 phim, cho nén nhitng ngiy gid 18 nha
Thai miéu va dién Chi Kinh, thi bo lon gay nhd, c¢d ban so sai, banh duong thi chi dung nudc qua
danh tam vao cho vang, nudc mat thi thay bang nuoc che twoi, nén chi co sdc vang ma khong co vi
ngot gi ca. Ta khi nho c6 di qua nha Thai mi€u, gap ngay g10 liét thanh nha L&, thiy mdt tén linh ganh
no1 hai trau, hodc mot nguo1 ganh 1 ndi bon mam x6i. Xem thé thi biét 18 pham dam bac, doi Chu doi
L3 khi xua dam bac cling khong dén nhur thé!



THAN LE

Bui Huy Bich (1) c6 néi rang: "Ho Trinh tir doi Nhan Vuong (Trinh Cuong) (1709 — 1729) tro vé
trudc, con gil than 1&. Cac quan thugc phu chtia Trinh chi mé1 dat ra HO phién, Binh phién, Thuy su
phién va Lich str phién ma théi. Trong triéu vua L&, luc bo con chua dén ndi tht chirc. Tram quan vao
tau vi¢c voi chaa Trinh thi xung minh 13 “ngu”. Chaa Trinh c6 ra phi duong coi chinh sy, thi bach
quan doi mii binh dinh, mic 4o xanh vao vai va dting hau. Quan dai thin & pht b vao béi yét xong thi
1n chd ngdi. Do 1a theo cai 1é vao tham yét & chén tudng phi. Khi ndo nha chua ra tiép kién tan
khach, thi bach quan d6i khin luong, khin dudi én, mic 4o xanh, vao bai yét xong thi ctr theo thir tu
ma ngdi, khoan dai trau nude tir té. PO 1a theo cai 1é tudng phi ra tiép khach.

Khi éy, nha chia ¢ vao chau vua Lé. Theo 1€, tuy dd mién bai, nhung khi chiia Trinh nao duoc thu sac
phong ra nhiép chinh thi cling phai thin hanh vao triéu bai vua L&. DBo1 vua Lé Hi Ton (1676 — 1705)
1én thuong tho tim muwoi, chia Trinh Nhan Vuong ciing mic triéu phuc vao dimg & bén hitu long tri, tur
minh dem trim quan vao lay mimg. Vua L& sai trai bay lan chiéu ¢ noi dung lay ctia chua Trinh dé t6
¥ biét di. Pén khi Trinh Thuin Vuong (Trinh Giang) (1729 — 1740) n61 ngoi, moi dét ra sau phién:
Lai, Ho, L&, Binh, Hinh, Cong, cudp mat ca quyen quan lyc bo, 1ay chirc truong thy tham boi lam
quan chinh phu dal than. Tur day, chén triéu dudng vua Lé chi 1a hu vi. Cac quan vao tdu chua Trinh
thi doi chit “ngu” xung 1 “than”. Chta Trinh ra than chinh & pha dudng thi goi 1a “thi triéu”, khi nao
ra tiép khach thi goi 1a “khach triéu”. Quan dai than & chon phi bd, phai c6 chi ctia nha chia cho ngdi
m&i duoc ngdi, goi 12 “toa duong”. Con 18 nha chia vao triéu bai vua Lé thi bo hin khong hoi dén
nita. Nha chtia c6 truyén chi ra, trudc kia van goi 1a “linh chi”. Sau nay, quyén chinh déu & vé nha
chiia, hing ndm cir dau xuin ngay khai ti 4n, thi yét to linh chi m&i ra ngoai pha dudng hodc ngoai cira
cac. Cac chirc v quan, chirc cau ké trong sau cung déu phai co linh chi ban cho ca. Con cac viée
khac do nha chua truyén ra thi xung 1a “chi truyén” hay 1a “chi du” va thuong xung 1a “ngu”, 1a
“thanh”, cling khong khac gi trong nd1 dién vua LE.

(1) Bui Huy Bich (1744 — 1818) hi¢u Tén Am, dau hoang giap, sau lam dén Ho bo ta thi lang, hanh
tham tung. Dén doi Lé Chiéu Thong, cdo bénh vé. Gia Long lén, khong ra 1am quan. C6 viét nhiéu tac
pham, dac biét la bd Hoang viét thi van tuyen.



BAI LE

Bai 1€ tir doi xua co chin lay; s6 lay hodc hai, hodac bon, hodc sau, hodc tam, tiy theo dai 1€ hay tiéu
1&. Sach Ta truyén, chép: "Vua Hoan Cong nuédc Té, nhan thit phﬁn vua ban, lay hai lay”. Sach Van
hién 18 khao chép: "Quan Thi trung truyén ché ra thi quan Thi ché lay hai lay, nhu vay thi khi triéu ha,
lay c6 hai lay ma thoi. Khi dai 18 trim quan maa nhdy thi lay bon lay, thé thi khi triéu ha phai lay bon
lay”. Sach Gia 1& ctia Tu Ma cong chép: "Trong khi bon mua khanh ha dai 18, thi trudc lay bon lay,
sau bon lay, khoang gitra hodc hién tiru hodc chac phuc, lay hai lay", thé thi trong lc cac nha thudng
dan 1am 1€ ciing c6 dung lay hai lay hodc bon lay. L& tang khi chua choén, luc lam 18 “khién dién” (1),
phai bén lay. Sau khi d& chon roi, 1am 18 t& ngu, theo nghi tiét cling c6 dung hai lay. Nhu vdy, cai 18
hai lay hay bon lay khong phai dé phan biét ltic chwa chon vai luc da chon dau. Con nhu 18 triéu ha
dung 1€ ndm lay ba vai 1 c6 tir dau doi Minh, hodc dung 1€ ba lay nim vai (2), 1a theo tuc Man Chau,
chir khong phai 13 18 ¢6. Gan day, 18 tricu ha thi chuyén dung nim lay, 1€ cling té trudc sau déu dung
bén lay, d6 1a mot viéc dang ngo. Con dén cai 18 hai lay, ctr theo nhu hoi dién nim Chinh Hoa (3) thi
triéu 18 cling c6  dung hai lay. Nay dan gian lai cho 1& hai lay 1a hung 18, khi tang gia chua chon, hoac
khi tan khach dén phing viéng thi cting theo dung cai 1€ hai lay ay. C6 ai hoi thi bang rang, d6 1a theo
18 cua hiéu cha (4) ma lay. Noi thé thi nguoi hiéu cha luc so tang, 14y vai trang budc ngang dau vén
toc, lac da liém thi mic 4o tram thdi khoc 16c; ngudi vao viéng, lic mdi chét, phai tran tay 4o, lic da
liém thi phai mic 4o trang ma vao tham, khong giéng voi ngudi hiéu chi. VAy tai sao nhirng viéc ay
khong bat chude theo hiéu chi, ma chi bat chude cai 1¢ lay cta hiéu chi 1a nghia gi?

Thuong xét tang 18 doi ¢, tir lic cha me mdi mat cho dén luc 1am 1€ cat dam di chon, déu dung hai
lay, khong 1am vin té, nghia 1a ct theo cai 1é thuong, trong gia dinh ctia con tho cha me, ctr 14y cai 18
thd' ngudi séng ma thd, chua nd coi 1a dang than da chét roi. Nhung xét 101 khan lac 1am 18 khién dién
13 e sap rude linh citu di chon thi c¢6 khan rang: "Xe thiéng di sap rudc t6i nha am, bay 18 khién
dién, tir biét 1an cudi cung". Poc miy cau khan Ay, thi ltic 1am 18 khién dién ciing phai lay bon lay, vi
nhu dang than sap di dau xa, lac tir biét con chau phai lam dai 18 vay. L& & ngu, tuy lam sau khi da
chon, nhung bung nguoi hiéu ttr van con bang hoang thuong xot, chua nd vo1 lay cai 18 tho qui than ma
tho dang than, vy nén lic doc vin té, theo nghi tiét, cling lay hai lay. Chi tir khi 1am 1& "t5t khoc" (5)
tro vé sau, moi toan dung 18 tho qui than dé tho dang than, nghia 1a lac "giang than", "tir than" (6) deu
phai lay bén lay ca. Con nhu tinh bé ban tan khach thi khac tinh cha con, nén luc vao phung viéng tat
phai lay bon lay dé phan biét voi ngudi con, chd sao lai bao bt chudc hiéu chi 13 nghia gi?

Doi xua, trude lac an udng cd rot mot chén ruou dé 18, nghia 1a t& nguoi doi cd bay ra an udng.
Nhung trong mot tiéc an, chi nguo1 ton treong moi rot rugu té, con nhirng nguot ty au (7) thi khong
duoc &, tirc nhu trong 18 bao rang vua 1ot rugu té, bay to1 ctr rot rugu udng trude di. Lé tang khi chua
chon thi chi ddt com ctng, chtr khong té, vi ngudi hiéu ttr khong nd coi dang than di chét roi ma voi
thay 1am 18 t&. Sau khi chon roi, méi 14y cai 18 tho qui thin ma tho' dang than. Vay nén ltc hién ba tudn
ruou, chi nhin phai rét ra mot chén rugu 1am 18 té tiru, nghia 14 thay qui than ma 1am 18 té toru. LE 4y
ranh ranh nhu thé, ngudi ta khong biét, lai 14y hai lay dé phan biét 1 cat voi 18 hung. Néu qua hai lay
12 hung 18 thi sao luc cét 18 ciing co khi lay hai lay? Hudng chi, tir khi 1am 18 ting ma chwa dén ngay
tiéu trong (8) con phai theo hung 18 ¢4, sao lai cho bén lay 1a cat 18 dwgc?



(1) Lé khién dién 1a 1& cting ngudi chét trude khi chon.

(2) Ban dich viét 1 ba lay ndm vai.

(3) Chinh Hoa (1680 — 1705) 1a nién hi¢u Lé Hy Tong.

(4) Hiéu chu 13 ngudi con trudng hay ngudi thira ty dimg chu viée tang.
(5) Pung 50 ngay, ké tir ngdy mat, thi 1am 1€ “tot khoc™.

(6) “Giang than”, “tir than” déu 1a tiét muc trong 1& cting té cha me.

(7) Trong bita tiéc, ngdai ngudi ton trudng thi déu 1a ty du ca. Ty du 1a dtrc vong hodc danh vi kém
nguo1 ton trudng ay.

(8) Tiéu twong 13 ngay gid dau, gid thir hai 1a dai twong.



QUAN CHUTC

Doi Tién Lé 1ay chirc Tu md, Tu d6, Dai D6 déc lam ngdi quan tudng, chirc Ngii phu Do dbc 1a bac
thtr hai. Cac quan Hanh khién 13 vin than, thi chi dé 1am c6 van gitr viéc van thu, cting nhu chirc Hoc
sT doi Vinh Lac nha Minh vay. Tir doi Hong Thuan (1) tré vé sau mi dit ra chire Binh chuong Quan
qudc trong su. Nhung khi ay triéu chinh d3 khong c6 ky cuong gi, chi nhan viéc ma dit ra chirc quan,
chir khong chép & trong quan ché. Tir nim Quang Hung (2) trd vé sau, dau hang quan van dugc tham
dur triéu chinh kiém nim ca luc bd, d6 mai 1a lac chuyén ding quan vin lam thi tuéng, cing voi chire
quan Ngii phu D6 ddc, Luc bo Thuong thu, déu 1a chirc quan dai than trong triéu duong. Trinh phu tuy
14y vin quan cho vao Tham tung pht dudng, hodc lam Bbi tung phu dudng, nhung ciing chi coi viée
cong trong Trinh phit ma thoi. Tir khi chinh quyén vé ca Trinh phu, thi bén quan vo 13y chitc D6 doc
Chuong Phu sy, Thu (3) Phu su, Quyén Phu sy 1am chure trong than; con chirc Ngii quan Do ddc thi lai
1a chirc gia quan. Bén quan van thi 1ay chirc Tham tung Boi tung 1am chirc thira tuéng, cac chirc Luc
bd Thuong thu 1am tan chtrc (4). D6 12 tiy theo thé bién, mdi lic mot khac. Con nhu bén Trinh phu lai
dat ra sau phién, co chirc Thiém sai, chirc Tri phién, dung cac quan Tlen sT vin than sung vao; chirc
Pho tri, chtrc Thiém tri ding cic 6ng giam sinh vin hoc 6 vao, ciing giéng nhur trong toa Luc bo
Thuong thu, c6 chire Thi lang, Lang trung, Vién ngoai, tuy danh khac ma thuc giong nhau. Lai con dat
ra chirc giam ban no1 than, cling c6 nhitng chtrc Tri phién, Thiém pho, thim chi nim giur hét ca quyén
binh triéu dinh. Thiét tuong doi Han, doi Pudng bén Trung Hoa, hodc doi Ly, doi Tran bén ta ciing
chua tirng c6 nhitng chitc quan ay bao gid. Sach str chép khi Thuan Virong (5) giit chinh quyén, c¢6 dat
ra v0 ban, vin ban, giam ban, ttrc 1 ba ban xua nay chua tirng thay; khong biét lac triéu hoi, theo dang
cap phan ban ra lam sao. Ta tiéc khong dugc tudng.

(1) Hong Thuan (1509 — 1515) 12 nién hiéu Lé Tuong Dyc.
(2) Quang Hung (1578 — 1599) 14 nién hiéu Lé Thé Tong.
(3) Ban dich viét 1a thyc. (tducchau)

(4) Xua kia Lai bg thugng thu kiém ca chirc Thira trdng, nhung sau dét riéng ra chirc Thira tudng thi
cac chirc Thuong thu chi coi trong trong pham bd cua minh, nén goi la tan chirc.

(5) Ttrc Trinh Giang.



LE TANG

L& ¢ chép: ngudi hiéu tir dang luc co tang ba nam, ménh vua khong dén cira; nghia 14 ngudi con trong
luc de tang cha me thi nha vua khong bét ép ra 1am quan. Thé 1a khong n& doat tinh con nguoi ta vay.
Doi gan ddy, dang lac 1am quan ma c6 tang thi duy cac quan vin ban dugc cdo quan vé cu tang; cac
quan v0 ban, tuy khong c6 viéc binh cach, cting thuong hay vién I¢ dé lai duoc triéu ra 1am quan, lac
vao triéu ban, ltc ra dé coi quan linh, khong he c6 sac then chut nao. Con nhu nhirng k¢ s7 thir [am
viéc & cac chdn quan phu, tuy gip trong tang, van & cac toa cong 1lam viéc nhu thuong, khong khac gi
lac khéng c6 tang, duy chi c6 d6i mau sic 40 xanh, hoi khic v6i 40 mau hda minh, goi 12 40 mau
strng; tire 13 4o ¢6 pha sic vang ma thoi. Oi! Mudn cau ké trung thin & cira nha hiéu tir, ma nhirng ké
c6 tang lai ctr ra 1am quan nhu thé, bao rang 1a phai u?

L2 tang, ba ngay thi liém, bdn ngdy thi mic 4o tang, ba thang méi chon, hét mot nim thi 1am 18 tiéu
twdng, hon hai nim thi 1am 1€ dai twong, cach mdt thang nira thi 1am 1& dam tat tic 1a hét tro, Cai 18 dé
tr& ba nim ay 1a day cho dén theo béc trung thudng (1). Vi tir lac dé tang cho dén luc dam tat, dau
dudi chi c6 hai muoi bay thang ma thoi. Bung ngudi con hiéu van thuong x6t vo cung, cho nén c6 ke
da hét tro roi, cam dan 1én danh khong thanh tiéng. Boi vay, thinh nhin mdi ché 18 ra cho dé tro dén
ba ndm 13 vira phai. Poi gan day, 1am nguoi lai theo thoi mé tin chon ngiy chon thang, dé dén hon mot
nim sau méi 1am 18 thanh phuc (2), nhu thé thi trong hai muoi bay thang dé trd, thoi gian mic 4o gai
tha hiéu khéng duoc miy thang. Kha thuong 1am thay!

L& day rang lam viéc tang thi khong cuo1i. Truyén co noi rang e Khong Tt dn bén canh nha c6 tang
thuong khong dugc no. Thé ma thé tuc bay gio, nhitng nha co tang, sau khi ciing té, thuong moi hop ca
lang xom, bay ra an u6ng linh dinh; ké ¢ tang d3 quén mat ca long bao hiéu cho dang than, ma nhitng
ke dén 4n thi chi an cho suéng miéng. Nhirng ngudi con c6 luong tim khong nd nghe néi dén chuyén
ay lam gi. Lai con nhirng noi lang x6m thon qué, cir theo hu tuc, gap nha co tang thi dén hop lai ting 1d
dé an udng. Tl lac mGi mat cho dén luc chdn, néu cé diéu gi khong dugc nhu y thi lai vién 1¢ lang ra
dé hach sach, tham chi lam cho c6 nha phai ban ca vuon ruong dé cung vao cai mém, cai bung nhitng
ké hach an. Théi Ay da nhiéu 1an strc cAm ma van khong d6i hét duge. Thue ciing la thay!

Tang 18 ¢6 18 thanh phuc, nghia 14 sau khi d4 1iém r6i thi nguot trong ho theo thir tyr ndm bac (3) lam 1&
mac 40 de tang, chtr co can dy gi dén ngudi chét dau. Thé tuc ‘ngay nay, cu dén ngay thanh phuc, thi
bayra cd ban té 18 linh dinh, ngurd1 lang xom cling dén. Hém ay déu hop ¢ nha tang gia, ndo 14 soan
van té, giang nghi tiét, roi thi chén anh chén chi, ban tan huyén thién, khong khac gi mdt cugc khanh
hoi. Khong biét nhitng ngudi Ay nghi bung ra 1am sao? Ct nhu 18 tang thi chi c6 18 cting 6, 1& khién
dién moi 1am 1€ dién (3), con nhu 18 té ngu, t& phuyc, té dai tiéu twong, dam tat, thi 1am 18 té. Chir nhu
nhitng ltc triéu tich thugng thuc (4), tué thoi thuong tin (5) thi chi dang 18 ciing, chir khong té. Gan
day, lai con c6 tuan that thit ma 18 tuan bdn chin ngay, 18 nim muwoi ngdy (6), 18 tuan trim ngdy, 1& cdo
he, 18 dién he, 18 tong he, 18 Trung nguyén d6t ma, nhitng 18 tiét Ay déu 1a theo 18 nha Phat, chi khong
phai 13 1& ¢6 nhan. Vi theo thuyét Phat, thi nguoi chét ctr bay ngdy mot 1an duyét 4n ¢ toa an vua Diém
Vuong, dén thang he thi duéi minh phu, nghi thuong nhirng ké i t6i dang ltic ndng nuc, c¢6 luc dem xét
hoi dé dai xa. Cho nén nhirng ngay ay tat phai 1ap dan chay dé cau phtic. Con nhu ngay ram thang bay
thi trong kinh Phat cho la tét Trung nguyén, cling la mot ngay dudi &m phu cac quan am c6 xet dinh cac
toi an. Vi vay, ngay 4y ciing theo 1 nha Phat, cing dé do vong va dt d6 mi dé giup ngudi chét tiéu



dung. Nhung nhitng nguo1 khong hiéu thi ¢t dén nhitng ngay ay lai sat sinh bay cd, hoi hop than bing
cd hiru dé an uéng. Vay, néu cho cai thuyét nha Phat 1a huyén hodc, thi cling t& nhu thé khong phai 13 18
dé tho dang than vay. Néu tin 1 co that thi sao nhirng ngay & dudi 4 ‘am, duyét an xet tu, trén duong lai
dem tan sét sinh, 1am t6i nguoi dudi 4m thém ning ra. Nhu thé chang nghi 1am 1am ru?

(1) Trung thudng 1a vira phai, khong thai qua, khong bat cap.
(2) Lé thanh phuc 1 1& phat tang,

(3) Nam béc 12 Tram thdi thi ba naim — Co nién thi mdt nim — Pai cong chin thing — Tiéu cong ndm
thang — Ty ma ba thang,

(4) Lé dién la 1& cung trudc khi chon, chi c6 khan miéng, khong co van té, nghi thtrc 16 thoi. Con té 18
13 18 ¢ van té, co nghi thirc, theo nhu trong sach 1&. Té dam tt 13 t& méin han bo khin tang.

(5) Cling com bita sém bira chiéu.
(6) Ciing com m&i.

(7) L& ndm muoi ngay khong thiy noi trong ban dich.



TE LE

Poi xua ¢6 nhitng 18 € tién t6, nhu 14 18 t& DE, t& Cap, té bon mua dé hién thoi vat. Nhitng 18 Ay, thi tir
Thién tur dén L thuong dan, cu theo thir tw giam bat dan, chtr khong phai ai ciing duge 1am di. Con nhu
ngay g10 la1é truy vién cam thoi (1), phai nén hét 1ong nhd thuong, khong dugc bay ra 1& huong té.
Sach Lé ky bao rang: nguoi quan tir khong phai chi la thuong x6t mot budi sdm, ma 14 mang tang dén
sudt doi. Y mudn chi ngay gid vay.

Khoang nam Vinh Binh do1 nha Han, Phat gido moi truyén vao Trung Quoc, nhirng nguoi theo dao
Phat ctr dén ngay g10 phai d6n su vé tung kinh, d6t mi. Pén doi nha Puong, néu gip ngay gio, thi
Thién tir va quan & tudng dem tram quan dén chua 1am 18, nghe su tung kinh, hang nam dén qui trude
Phat tién, dbt huong dé d6 vong. Vi viy, cac nha si thtr déu bat chudc. Pén doi nha Tong, gip ngiy
gid thi 1am 18 té thin, vua ngw & cung Canh Linh, ban com cho cac nha su dén hang tram ngudi. Vay
nén cac nha si thr chudng dao Phit ciing ban com nudi su dé cau phuc, néu khong thi cling phai dat 1&
dién dé to 1ong thanh. Boi vi dao 1y 0 do1 da sa sut thi tinh van (2) moi ngay cang thém phién phurc
mai ra. C6 ké hoi 6ng Y Xuyén (3) rang ngdy gid c6 bay ra 18 t& khong? Ong Y Xuyén ciing ching bac
di. Pén ong Chu Tir (4) m&i theo nhin tinh ma 14p ra nghi tiét té ngay gid. Pén doi nha Minh, 18 té
ngay gid thi chi & & dén Hiéu Kinh, chtr khong cdo & nha miéu, vi cho 18 té ngay gid 1a khong phai cd
1€.

Tuc nude ta, nha nio dén ngay gid thi hét sirc lo tinh, thim chi phai di vay muon vé 1am ¢d ban dé dai
khach, khong con c6 chat thuong nho gi ca. Boi vi cang xa doi co thi lai cang lam sai ¥ ¢6 di nhjéu
lam. Xét y 6ng Chu Tu dét ra nghi tiét té ngay gid dem hop véi tuc 1é cua nuée ta, thi ngiy g10 phai
nén thuong xot; co té thi le té Ay cling co thé 14y nghia ma lam vay. Hudng chi nudc ta cai 1& té tir qui
(5) da khong ai ban dén, néu ngay gio ma khong dat ra 1& té thi trir nhitng ngay 1& thudng tan (6) va cac
1& Ve tuc tiét ra, khong con miy ngay 1& dé t6 duoc tim long phung tién tri vién (7). Vay thi ngay glo
ma té, theo tuc, ¢6 lam cling khong sao. Mlen 1a khong 1am ¢6 linh dinh mo1 khach an uéng ron rip, ma
quén mat cai ¥ thuong xot, kinh mén dit 18 té vé ngay g10 12 dugc. Thé tuc nay ctr nhan ngdy gid dé
thét khach, cho 1a mot théi quen di lai thu dap 1an nhau. Oi! Cai 1€ di lai thu dap cting khong nén thiéu,
nhung nhan nhing ltc cudi vo, de con, thang quan tién chirc va nhirng 18 tué thoi thudng tan, nhing
lac Ay déu co thé bay ra dé thét khach dugc, ha tat ctr phai cau né dén ngay gid mdi bay ra?

(1) Cam v6i thoi tiét, nhd téi ngudn goe.
(2) Hinh thtrc biéu hién tinh tinh chi 18 tiét.
(3) Y Xuyén tirc Trinh Hao.

(4) Chu tir ttrc Chu Hy.

(5) Bén mua.

(6) L& thudng tan 13 18 dung phim vat ddu mua dé té 18.



(7) Tho t6 tién, nhd ngudn goc.
Cha thich cua Goldfish:

- Truyen thuyet cho rang, thoi vua A-duyc [cua An D] tri vi (thé ki thtr 3 TCN) d4 cir nhiéu vi tang
dén Trung Qubc truyén dao. Viéc truyén ba Phat gido dén Trung Qudc duoc ghi nhin rd rang bat dau
vao thé ki thtr 1 CN.

- Nién hiéu Vinh Linh d&i nha Héan tire tir ndm 58 dén nam 75.



BAI LE

Cir theo sach Chu 1€ thi bai 1€ c6 chin lay, goi 1a “tic bai”, nghia 1 khi budc toi trude bai vi thi vai
mot cai, vai xong quy xuong lay, m&i mot lay phai cui dau, hai tay chap lai ma vai dén dat, 18 xong
dung day vai mot vai roi 1ui ra. Kiéu 18 cua dan ba ciing giong nhu vay. Nhung dan ba lay khac dan
ong, vi hai lay cua dan ba chi bang mot lay ctia dan 6 ong, do do dan ba phai lay kép. Pan ba chi ltc
mGi vé nha chong vao lay b6 me chong, va luc tang chong thi méi phai lay rap dau xuéng, con nhirng
lac khac thi déu dung 18 tic bai ca, dau vao yét kién vua ciing vay. Gan day, dan ba lay thi nira ngoi
ntra qui, nghiéng minh chap tay ma lay Xuong, d6 1a tai thoi quen luu truyén 1am sai di vay. Doi xua,
vua v4i bay t6i, bd v ddi voi chang ré, nguot bé trén ddi voi ké bé dudi, déu phai lay dap 1&. Xem
nhu chép ¢ trong sach Thuong thu, Nghi L&, L& ky, Ta truyén déu c6 thé biét dugc. Dén doi nha Tan
mdi dit ra 18 bay toi ha minh dé ton kinh Thién tir, nén Thién tir khong dap lay bay t6i nita. Doi Tong,
vua D6 Ton c6 lay Gia Tu Pao, Duong Van Ly (1) thay vay lién mang Gia Ty Pao & trudc san, do6 1a
vi 1& doi nay mdi lic mot khac vay. Ngay xua, tir quan khanh si tré xudng, déu theo c6 18 ma dap 18 ké
bé dudi, néu ké bé dudi chdi tir, moi dung 1€ tic bai dap lai. Con “vai” 1a nghi thirc luc giao thiép.
Trong 1& ¢4 n6i rang ba vai rdi budce 18n, d6 ciing 1a ndi qua vé cai 18 tiép nhau ma thoi.

Nuéc ta xua kia & chon cong dudng co 1€ twong kién, ké ha quan cting vai bac trudng quan, hodc lic
duoc sic phong, ra tiép kién quan khim sai dén phong sac cho minh, ciing chi vai ma thoi; ké bé dudi
khi lay bac ton trudng ciing vai ma lui. Thé thi lac giao thiép vai 1a 1& vn phai nén thé vay. Gan day,
nhitng ké hiéu su khong biét xét dén co dién, lai cho vai 12 18 cuia ton truong ddi v6i bac dudi, con
bac dudi 1a ddi véi bac ton truong khong duoc vai, chi lay xong la ctr ding thang ma [i ra. Lam céi
cach thang tudt cimg do nhu thé ma van duong duong tur dic rang ta hiéu co, thuc budn cudi 1am thay!

(1) Ban dich viét 1a Duong Van Ly.



TRUYEN VUA LE LOI

Vua Lé Loi khi con ¢ nii Lam Son ra danh nhau véi quan Minh bi thua, quan tudng bo chay toan loan
ca. Luc chay qua khoang ddng, thiy c6 mot ong gia dang cung nguoi vo lom khom tat nuoe bét ca &
bén bo rudng, vua hen chay lai, coi ngay 4o, xubng rudng bit ca véi hai 6ng ba gia. Quan Minh dudi
dén noi, hoi ong 130 rang "Co thay L& Loi chay qua day khong?". Ong ldo dap: "Khong thay". Nha
vua nganh tai 1én nghe. Ong 140 lién mang "Thang nay sao khong bat ca di, viéc gi dén may!". Quan
Minh khong nghi hodc gi ca, bo di. Pén t6i, ong 130 mdi vua vé nha ngu. Trong nha c¢6 nuéi mot con
hau (khi), 6ng 140 bén giét di dé 1am com. Lac bung com 1én chi c¢6 ca diéc nudng, va bat canh thit
hau, nhung y tir rt cung kinh. V& sau, nhirng khi nha Thai miéu 1am 18 té, thi ¢ dé hai 6 ong ba gia dy
vao phéi hudng (1), tuc van goi 1a 6ng hdu ba hau. C4 huong ciia hai 6 ong ba gia ay, ngoai nhirng thirc
tam sinh (2) ra, thé ndo ciing lam mot dia ca nuéng va mot bat canh thit hau, gidng nhu bita 3 an khi xua
da dang vua, dé ghi nh¢ cai cong lic a ay. Tur doi Trung hung tro vé sau, cac quan coi viéc té ty khong
cung cap du do 1€, nén dung thit bo thay mén thit hau.

Doi Le tur khi quyén chinh vé ca chta Trinh thi nhirng budi chau ¢ trong ndi dién ciing khong ngan cAm
gi miy. Ta khi nho thuong vao xem ¢ trong san rong, thdy bén v ban c6 dit pho tuong vi HO qudc phu
nhan. Tuong dy dau ngudi, than ho ly (3), dang rat dep, hinh dung mdt thiéu nit bdi toc cai tram. Ta
léy lam la, khi tr& vé ¢6 hoi déng tién dai phu ta, thi ti€n dai phu ta n61 réng: “Khi xua, vua Lé Thai
T6 danh nhau voi quan Minh, bi thua, quan Minh dudi theo gap lam. Pang lc chay giita dudng, vua
trong thiy mot ngudi con gai chét, vua bén dirng lai, rat gwom ra dao 16 dé chdn cat va khan rang:
"Nang ma phu ho cho ta chay thoat, thi ngdy sau tit s& bao dén". Khi quan Minh dudi theo gan dén noi,
vua ben nhay vot vao bui ram. Quan Minh xuyt ché san dé tim, ché ¢t stia vao bui ram. Quan giac
dang ho nghi khong biét ra sao, thi chot thiy trong bui rdm c6 mot vat dau ngudi, than ho ly, chay vut
ra ngoai vong vay. Ché bén dudi theo. Quin gidc ndi gian, chém chét ngay con chd ma néi: "Ta nudi
may c0 phai chi dung di san cao dau". Noi ro1, kéo di. Vua thoat nan. Vé sau, vua L& lay dugc thién
ha, mé1 1ap mot ngoi dén & chd ay, sac phong cho nguoi con gai ay 1a Ho qudc phu nhan. Lang Thanh
Liém cling tho than 4y, goi 13 HO qubc hod than, kiém ca tudc phong 1a dai vuong va cong chua. B6 la
tai cc triéu gia phong khong xét ky nén lam sai 1am. Ta thudng 1am ho bai bao phong than sic iy cho
nguoi ta, co néi dén chuyén Ay, nhung bai vin lai chép & tap khac.

(1) Cung hudng theo.
(2) Tam sinh 12 1& c6 du ba tha: trau, lon, dé.

(3) Ho ly 14 con céo.



LE SACH PHONG

DPoi Lé hé c6 st Trung Hoa sang phong vuong thi pham viée gi ctling phai hop triéu dinh lai dé triéu
nghi. Nhu kén cac quan di tién, hodc di don sir gia, hodc di 1én cra Nam Quan, déu kén nhirng nguoi
tai gioi ca. Thuong thudng cac quan di tiép s gap viéc gi ciing hay tranh bién 1y 18 véi st gia dé cam
lay phan thing. Nhu 1& khau dau qui g01 da lam tir doi Khang Hy (1662), nhung dén doi Long Puc
(1), doi Canh Hung (2) lai con ban, muon theo cai 1& nim lay ba khau dau. Ta thudng xem sach Minh
d6 (3) thay nhirng 101 nghi luin ctia Chau Xan con chép lai trong Thu vye chau tu va nhiing tap van
Ban tiép tip (4). Vé ndm Tan Tj (1761) doi Canh Hung, ¢6 chep nhing van kién ban vé 1& ctia st
Minh 1a Buc Bao, Co Nhu Tu, ¢6 mot doan not dén 18 bai ndi rang: "Nam Ung Chinh thtr sau (1722)
d3 tuan theo diéu 1é 4y, nay lai mubn doi, thi khong thé nghe dugc. Nha Vuong néu mudn, ci thuc tiu
bay, nén chdng con phai doi thanh chi cho méi duge. Chur viéc ngay nay thi st gia khong dam tu
quyét". Lai c6 doan ndi rang: "Cur theo long cung thuan cua nha Vuong, da tuan gitr 18 triéu dinh, thi
cang to long chan thanh, cang khong can phai ban néi nira". Pén doan ban vé viéc nghénh tiép thi noi
rang: "Pem long dinh (5) di nghénh tlep thi phai dé 0 ngoai cua qudc mon, Vuong phai ding chéch vé
mot bén cho, khi st gia dén noi thi xudng xe cung tiép, roi budc 1én thém, lam nhu thé 1a vua dé cho
ngudi ta trong vao, vira dé t6 1ong cung thuan". Lai ban dén doan dién tap 18 nghi thi néi rang: "Trom
nghi ¢6 ké tily tiing ctia st gia, 1§ c6 diéu gi khong hop véi ngudi nha Vuong, tudng duong lic tiée
dai khanh cua nha Vuong, khong nén dé sinh su 16i théi. Y t6i mudn trude do vai ngdy, sai nguoi tin
18 (6) vao dién dinh nha Vuong dién tap nghi thirc, nha Vuong ciing than dén ddy dé xem ké tan 1& dan
bao, v.v...". Xem nhirng 15i ay thi thiy ngudi Minh ho hiéu du, néi di néi lai khéng ngai phi 101, va 10i
noi ctia ho ¢ ¥ sau. Cac quan nudc ta ra tiép su, thuong 14y tranh bién nhur thé 1am tir cao, ma khong
biét 1a tu ti vay. Sach An Nam chi ctia nguoi Minh co méy chir dé doan tinh cach ngudi Nam ta nhur
sau: "Nguoi An Nam nhu ¢ trong tuong ddng vach sat ben chat khong thé pha ra duoc". Ta doc dén
chd Ay thudng buc tirc ma gip sach lai. VAy ma ngudi cAm quyén nude lai ctr gac bo ngoai tai 12 tai
sao?

(1) Long Prc (1732 — 1735) 1a nién hiéu ctia Lé Thuan Tong.
(2) Canh Hung (1740 — 1786) 1a nién hiéu vua Lé Hién Tong.
(3) Ban dich viét 1a “Minh d6”. (tducchau)

(4) Ban dich viét 1a “Ban Tong”.

(5) Long dinh la cai kiéu c6 mui.

(6) Nguoi tan 1€ 1a nhitng ngudi gitip vao viée 18.



CU TANG

Doi xua nguoi dang lic cu tang ma thé thiép c6 thai thi pham 1& cAm. Tir khi 6ng Nguyén Toan An (1)
vi tranh 1& cAm ma dén ndi phat tur (2) m61 bo di. D6 ciing 1a 1ong nhén dao thuong nguoi, mudn khoan
dung dé cho mé rong dudng hiéu vay. Song d6 14 vi nhitng ké chua cé con thira tur ma rong duong
nhan d6 thoi. Con nhu nhitng ké da co tir tirc roi ma cling mao mudi lam theo thi thuc 1a quai la!

(1) Nguyén Toan An (1451 - ?) qué ¢ huyén Budng An, phu Thuong Hong, thira tuyén Hai Duong
(nay la thon Tuyén Cu, xa Tan Hong, huyén Binh Giang, tinh Hai Duong), thi d6 Tién si khoa thi nam
1472, 1am quan do1 Lé Thanh Tong. (Goldfish).

(2) Khong c6 con ndi ddi.



MO CHIi

Pdi Thanh Chu (1) trd vé trude, chua co thoi tim dia 1y d& mo. Ké hiéu tir khi chon déng than thi chi
dé vé phia bac bén lang xém, chon noi nao cao rao ma tang thé phach dang than cho yén. Néu c6 xét
hoi dén viéc boi toan khi dé mo, hodc boi rua, hodc boi dich, thi cling chi mong vé sau tranh nhirng
chd khoi 1am thanh quach, khdi 1am duong sa, khoi phai thity, hoa, dao tic xAm pham dén ma thoi. Doi
nha Thuong trung suy, dén vua Vo Dinh trung hung 1én, ma mo vua Thanh Thang, vua Thai Giap nao
c6 phai cai béc dau? Poi nha Chu trung suy, dén vua Tuyén Vuong trung hung 1én, ma md cac vua
Van, V&, Thanh, Khang c6 phai cai bdc dau? Pang Khong phu tir vn 13 bac thanh troi sinh, nhiéu tai
nang, vay ma chon than phu ¢ duong Ngti Phu, sau dem vé hop tang ¢ dat Phong, chir khong c6 tim dat
gi ca. Chinh md dtrc Khong phu tir & Khong Lam, ciing khong hé tim dat trude dé 1am noi sinh phan
bao gid. Nay xét sach Khuyét ly Do chi (2), théy mdt khu dat vai trim dim, nai song rong rai, so voi
thuyét cac nha phong thily bao noi no 13 nguu sa ha thily, noi kia 1a quan qui long hé (3), déu khong c6
quan hé gi. Xem vay thi thdy c6 nhan bbc tang khong c6 cai thuat di tim dia 1y.

Poi gan day moi mé hoac vé thuyét hoa phtc, hoac dem mo tAng & tAn noi hang cting nii hém, hoic
dem hai cot tang ¢ noi tha huong. C6 nha than chu chua chon (4), gia phong chua suy kém, ma hang
nam dén tiét Thanh minh tao md, da quén mat mo tO tién khong biét dé & noi nao. Nhu thé ma goi 1a
hiéu u? C6 nhan khi chén md, c6 khic da dé & dudi mod goi la chi, dung bia ¢ trudec mo goi 1a biéu.
Mo chi xura nay van thong dung, mo biéu thi vé sau goi la than dao bi. Khi xua, md ong Nghiém Ba
Nguu tu nhién dat sut Xuéng thanh ao, con lai cai miéu ¢ trudc mo. Nguo1i ta nhan 1am 12 miéu Nguu
Dai vuong. Vé sau, ké hiéu sy mo & dudi ao tim duge mo chi cua ong Ba Nguu, moi chira duoc cai
lam ay. Mo ong Tang Ttr, nguorl dot sau cting quén khong biét & chd ndo; sau c6 bat dugc cai bia da
viét 16i chit c6 & trong ntii Gia Thién, tir day méi lai _dyng bia lam dau. Xem thé thi biét c6 nhan déu
c6 1am mo chi. Ong Khong Tu ty tay viét sau chit: "An Thai su Ty Can mo" dung ¢ Mudi Do. DPén
nay nguo1 di qua mg ay van to long cung kinh. Ong Au Duong Tu co6 vi to tién dung md bicu & go
Liing Cuong, mo biéu da ting 16 xuéng nude sau, sau tim thay & Lu Lang tam chir: "Té chi phong bat
nhu dudng chi bac" (5) khic van con thiy do choéi ranh ranh. Lai con nhu than dao bi ctia Vuong Van
Chinh, ciing déu 13 loai md biéu ca.

Gan day, nhitng nha ting mo thudng khong lap biéu chi; tang chwra dugc bao 1au, noi phong phan da
bién cai, doi sau trong thay khong con biét truy khao xem Ia m¢ cua ai nira. Lang Thu Tri thd Kham
Thién Dai vurong, vé sau quén mat khong biét phan mo cta ngudi & dau. Den khi dao goc tre tim thiy
cai quan tai béang dong, moi ngo 1a mo cua Vuong, lién lai phong md ddp ndm 1én. Néu nhu ding quan
tai bang go thi chang dén hily mét di w? Hung DBao Vuong khi xura dan con la Hung V6 Vuong dem
hoa tang roi dé xuwong vao cai d6 tron, chdn gidu ¢ trong vudn An Lac. Su a ay con chép & trong Tran
str, vy sao & Thu Tri lai thdy c6 md chi Hung Pao Virong? May nim gan day, nudc song xoi 10, cai
mo chi 4y 10i ra, ngudi lang méi dem tang vao chd dong cao. Néu khong co biéu chi thi md 4y lai
chang 16 xudng nude u? Nguoi con ma mudn hiéu véi dang than, xem d6 phai nén tinh ngd ma lam mo
chi cho céan than.

(1) Thanh Thang, Chu Van Vuong.



(2) Ban dich viét 1a D6 chi khuyét 1y.
(3) Ban dich viét 1a “quan qui ho long”.
(4) Nam doi thi chon than chu, nghia 1a, than chi 6ng to thir sau tro 18n thi dem chon.

(5) Nghia 1a ltac chét té 18 du hau dén dau, ciing khong bang luc song nudi dudng dam bac.



TRQ TE

Poi xua, Thién tir co viéc té thi dung cac vua chu hau, quan khanh si vao lam trg té. Vua chu hiu té
thi quan khanh dai phu va si vao lam trg té. Quan khanh dai phu té thi quan ap t&, ké gia than lam trg
té. Ké s té thi dung con em va day to lam tro té. Pén doi sau, thién tir c¢6 té thi da co cac quan tricu
than; & chd quan phu, chau, huyén, té thi c6 1& sinh, nhac sinh. Con nhu nha tu gia té, thi viéc ngoai
giao cho con em, viéc trong da c6 dan ba con gai. Gan day, lang nao ciing ¢6 hdi Tu vin, khong phai
nguo1 khoa myuc quan than thi khong dugc vao hoi éy. Tu gia c6 té 18 tAt moi dén hoi Tu van dén tro
t&, boi vi nha thir dan khong c6 quan chire, thi khong dugc dung hia mii dé té, nén phai moi dén hoi Tu
van. Song nhirng viéc phung dai rugu, tién cu soan, déu 1a nhirng vi¢c cua con em trong nha, nay dé
cho nhirng bac khoa muc mil cao 40 dai 1am nhiing viéc 4y, té ra liy 40 mii ctia triéu dinh ma cung
phung nhitng viéc tam thudng ctia nha tu gia, diéu y sao khong biét xét ma nghi lai?

Lé te nha cong gia da chép tuwong trong dién 18 (1), khong con ban ¢ day lam gi nira. Nay hay xét cai
18 té t6 tién cua cac nha si th, voi cal 18 tho kinh nguoi song thi ciing khong khac nhau my. Lic té,
chu nhan dang com thi cha phu phai tién canh, chii nhan rét thém ruou thi chu phu phai vao so diia dat
thia. Céi chiic ban va ho ruou thi dat ¢ phia dudi thém phia dong, thém phia dong tirc 13 bép, 1am thoi
nang dau con gai phai vao xao nu, ctr 1an lugt tirng moén thit xao, thit tai va cac thir tam sinh, nau chin
moén nao dang 1én mén ay. H6 rugu, dai chen thi co ke ti au sap dat. Cing t& nhur vay mdi that 1a hop
cai ¥ dang com nhu ltc con séng. Nay thi ctr lam xong ca mam cb roi moi bung Ién, dé ngudi tanh,
khong con khi vi thom tho gi, sau d6 méi sam stra vao té, tién 1én lui xuong quanh co, xénh xang nhu
trd phudng chéo, con gi 13 cai nghia "t than nhu tai" (2) nita. Va lai t& bay dit ra 1am cai ’khong hop
1&. Doi xura, thyc 4n va huwong an thi cao bang cai 4n ctia ngudi ta thuong dung, doc van té xong thi ké
chép sy dé cai chuc ban vé dau bén hiru hwong an, tirc 14 phia bén ta chu nhan. Chuc ban d6 mot
thudce hai tic, 1am bﬁng g6 vong, chir khong 1am béng g6 lim. Poi gan dy thi lai 1am hwong 4n cao,
ma giuong tho thi thap, trong ngoai khong trong thiy nhau; khi doc chic thi ding cai chic ban bang go
lim dé chéo & khoang gitra trén huong an, ngoanh Iung vao than vi ma mit thi huéng vé chu nhan. Néu
con theo cai 18 dén than vao ngdi & trong than vi nhu ngay xua, thi vat gi & mé trude déu khong trong
thiy c4, ma mot budce ciing khong di 1én duogc, khong biét bay dat nhu thé thi ra cai kiéu cach gi. Lai
con trudc an, hai bén bai vi, déu dat mbi bén mot chiéc ban nho, trén mit ban lai bay ho ruou, dai
ruou, lu hwong va chic ban v.v... Nhitng nguoi tro té xudng té thi ctr dimg sau hai ban dé hai bén,
ngudi chi té thi khim nim quanh co di ¢ khoang gitra, trong y nhu 13 cai chudng trau, khong biét cach
bay dit ay 1a do kinh dién nao?

(1) Ban dich viét 1a té. (tducchau)

(2) Nghia 1a té than tudng twong nhu than & do.



THAN HO PONG PINH

Hoang Binh Chinh, nguo1 lang Thd Hoang, huyén Thién Thi, lam chirc T4 mac & Thira chinh ty, tinh
Son Tay, d6 Tién si nim At Mui (1775) do1 Canh Hung, lam quan chirc Han lam. Khi a ay, nha &
phuong Ha Khau. Ong hay mong thdy mot my nhan an mic 16i cung trang lich su, thuong thuong lai
chot, tlep dai nhu vo chong trong mot nha vay. Lic dau, ong con nghi 12 yéu tinh, vé sau ong van thiy
than thé khoe manh, di lai nhu thuong, nén cling chang lay gi lam quai la. Khong bao 1au, ba phu nhan
mac bénh, ltc ting luc giam bat thuong, hinh nhu bi ma lam. Khi &y, 6ng moi sai nguoi dén Van Kiép
cau dao & dén Hung Pao Vuong, d6i ldy cal chiéu tho trong dén dem vé trai vao giudng cho phu nhén
nam, thi thay bénh hoi bot. Nhung sau lai van nhu cii. Dém ong lai mong thiy nguo1 my nhan dén va
bao rang "Th16p khong phai la loai yéu ma, Hung Bao Vuong lam gi dugc thlep, thlep cho hoi bot
nhu thé 13 né cai thé dién nha vuong do th6i. Tuy vay, bénh phu nhan cling sap khoi day. Sang thang thi
c6 ménh nha vua bo 6ng Xuong lam Hién sat & Hai Duong, thiép xin di theo dé nang khan stra ti".

Sau d6, qua nhién 6ng dugc bd di Hién sat Hai Duong. Duong luc sap stra hanh trang, chirng vao do
ga gay, thi ba phu nhan goi ngudi con trai ca 1a Liéu dén bao rang: "Dém qua ta mong thdy mot nguoi
my nhin nhu ba cung phi ¢ trong ndi duong, thi ti hau ha rat dong, duong sap sua hanh trang di Hai
Duong thi c6 ké hoi c6 luu nguoi nao ¢ lai gilr nha khong, ba my nhan ay bao cho di ca. Ta chgt tinh
day. Co6 1€ bénh sép kho1, nay da mudn dn, con nén bao dem chéo vao day". Cong tir ctr theo nhu 101,
va bénh ba phu nhan qua nhién khoi. Nam Quy Mo (1783), triéu dinh lai sai 6ng sung chirc Chanh su
sang ta 4n vua Trung Hoa. Pém hom sép sira sang do, ba phu nhin lai mong thdy ngudi my nhan tir
trong nha di ra, 1én xe bao nhitng ké theo hau rang: "Lan nay ra di thi tudng cong va ta s& luu & bén
Trung Hoa, chtr khong vé bén Nam nita". Pém 4y, ong tray sang ngt & tram Gia Quat, chgt mac phai
bao bénh, mé man ba ngay bat tinh nhan su. Vé sau hoi tinh, ong cho moi nguo1 6ng vao ke chuyén
mong lau nay va no1 dém qua c6 mong thay nguo1 my nhan to1 bao cho biét viéc kiép trude rang:

"Ong tién than 1a than dén Thc Duyén nii Bién Son, ho Pong Dinh, nguyén van co tac duyén voi
thiép. Tir khi 6ng gidng thé, thiép phai ¢ mot minh, khong du tién chi dung dén ndi phai sai thi ti di
ban hoa 14y tién tiéu dung son phan. Nay viéc nudc khong thé van hdi duoc nita roi, ong dd mdn han
trich giang, sao ong lai khong sap stra vé chon cii?” Ta mdi tir chdi bao rang duong ban viéc vua, hiy
dé cho di xong viéc tré vé phuc ménh da. My nhan bao rang: “Néu nhu vay thi lai con phai & mdt nim
nita. Nhung néu ong di mudn tré vé phuc ménh, thi thiép ciing khong cudng don éng vé voi. S6m mai
c6 ngudi dem biéu chim day, cir dem ma an thit thi khoi”. Ta nghe néi r6i chot tinh ddy, nghi rang:
“gi4 dén ngdy trd vé bam ménh vua, thi chua chic da vé dén dugc d6 thanh, nén pham viéc gi déu nho
anh lo liéu cho ca". Lai sai cong tir dit t& 18 khan than chinh khi dén Ttc Duyén va vi cong chua, cau
gitip cho minh xong viéc nudc theo nhur 11 hen trong méng. Ngdy hom sau, qué nhién thdy dan xa LY
Khé dem cho vit le va chim sé vang; ong lién sai dem niu an thi bénh 6ng lai khoi. Khi sang dén
Trung Hoa, qua hé Pong Pinh, ghé thuyén vao dudi nai Bién Son, 6ng sai ngudi dem vang huong 1én
nti dé ciing khan, thi thiy trén ndi c6 mot cai miéu, bién dé nam chir: "Bién Son Tac Duyén tu". Bén
canh c6 thd turong vi cong chia, gidng nhu nguo1 my nhan trong mong. Bém a ay thuyen qua song, ong
mong thay c6 mot nguot thi ti dén noi xin biéu hai con ca chép. Sang mai thuyen ra dén gitra dong, thi
thay c6 ¢4 nhay 18n thuyén, bat duoc hai con. Nam Giap Thin (1784), éng trd vé Nam, lai qua nii
Bién Son, thi thiy nuoc 1on gio6 dir, thuyén khong ghé vao dau dugc. Chot lai ndi con giong gay ca cot
budm, thuyén bi mic can suyt nguy, nhung may sau lai qua khoi. Ong ben d6i thuyén khac di vé dén
thanh Lang Son. Bém hom ay lai mong thay my nhan dén bao tin mirng rang "Nay viéc nudc da xong
roi day . Ong cd strc xin vé dén noi dé phuc ménh vua. B&1 vay, dém ay da néi bénh dau, lai khoi.



Sang ,dén niam At Ty (1785), ngay hai muoi chin thing giéng, dng vé dén do thanh phuc ménh, qua trua
thi mat. Chuyén nay ta dugc nghe cau con trai ca 6ng ndi lai nhu vay.

Céc bac tién bdi chung ta thudng trude 13 than bén Trung Hoa, phan nhiéu lai 13 thin & Pong Dinh,
nhu chuyén ong Nguyén Trong Vi ta da chep ¢ trong sach Tang thuong ngau lyc, cung voi chuyén
Hoang cong c6 cai nhan duyén kiép trudc. Trén day déu la chuyén quai la ca.

Ta lai thuong nghe chuyén khi xua Nguyén Thé Khai da mat rdi, c¢6 ban déng nién di str sang Trung
Quéc, sip qua ho Dong Pinh, dém cling ndam mong thay 6 ong Nguyen Thé Khai bao rang: "Ong 14 than
o Dong Pinh; ngiy mai ¢ trong hd nay c6 tran  phong ba tiéu kiép, ta khuyén 6ng dirng buong thuyén ra
di voi". Khi tinh day, 6ng muon ¢ ding thuyén lai. Quéa nhién ngiy hom ay trong hd ¢6 ndi phong ba.
Y chirng hd Pong Dinh v6i nuée ta, tir doi Kinh Duong Vuong trd vé sau, van 1a mot nude hiru nghi
v6i ta, vay cai nhin qua than v6i ngudi tuan hoan di lai, du non séng cach tré cling khong thé ngin tro
duoc chiang? Song nhitng chuyén ay khong thé 1dy thudng tinh ma e doan dugc.

Pang tién ngoai ciru (1) ta 1a Thuong thu cong, khi xura lam chire Lai thi d6 dai sung lam Chanh s
cong b nam Dinh Dau (1777). Khi ay 6ng da ngoai sau muoi, lam quan trong triéu da hon bon muoi
nam, ct nhu 1€ cii thi khéng phai dén luot di s nita. VAy ma trong triéu khong biét duyén cd 1am sao,
chot Trinh Thinh Vuong (Trinh Sam) doi 6ng vao Trung hoa duong, mat dua cho 6ng mot to biéu sai
sang Trung Hoa cau phong Quoc vuong va bao rang "Sau khi xong viéc thi dugc cung huong phic".
Ong biét y chtia Trinh da quyét nén khong dam chdi tir. Thang sau naim Mau Tuét (1778) thuyén qua hd
DPong Dinh, ong chot mac bénh, bén mdi quan Pho st 1a H6 Si Pong va Nguyén Trong Pang téi dan
bao mo1 viéc, va lam to khai , to bam dé lai. Ong lai dua to mat biéu cta Trinh chiia d6t trudc mit
hai quan str than, va ngay mong muoi thi mat & trén thuyén.Ong c6 din lai ding 1iém ong bang thiy
ngan. HO cong co tho viéng rang:

Hoang hoa ludng do phu tu tuan
Uyén dure ki nién canh ki nhan

Cong tién bang giao nhan ngoc bach
Chtrng tri tién c6t 4p phong tran (2)
Sinh s6 1¢ sai dong chu khach

Tai bat cac qui tudn qudc than (3)
Tru trudng thai ho thi nguyét sic (4)
Da lai do chiéu 6¢ luong tin

Dich:

M4y d¢ hoang hoa st nuéc ngoai

Tubi cao duc tot ay kia ai ?



Bang giao nhiing tudng ngoc nga dep
Tién ¢t ndo hay gid bui day

Giot 1€ déng chau dua mot 1&

TAm than tudi tac tiéng mudn doi
Trang thu mo tudng trén ho no

Thép thoang ddu nha bong 14n soi

Bai tho d6 ciing 12 vi mt cé gi ma ndi ra vay. Sau ndy, nguoi lang ta thudng mong thiy ong tir bén
Trung Hoa tray v€, quan linh ram rich, nhitng ké hau ha déu mac 4o Trung Hoa ca.

(1) Ban dich viét 1a “PAang tién dai ciru” — ong cau.
(2) Ban dich viét [a “Thuy tri tién cbt tich phong tran”.
(3) Ban dich viét 1a “Tai but danh qui tuin qudc than”.

(4) Ban dich viét 1a “Tru tuéng thai hod thu nguyét sic”.



THAY DOI

Ta thudng thiy sach Biét luc chép rang "Do1 Le ndm Quang Thuan thir bay (1), d6i sau vién lam sau
b, dat ra mudi hai xi Thira tuyén, d6i 16 1am phu, doi chirc chuyén van lam tri huyén, chirc tuan sat
1am chirc huyén thira, d6i dao Giao Bac 1am xtr Kinh Bac thira tuyén, d6i phi Luong Giang ra phu
Thiéu Thién (2), phit Ung Thién 1am phi Luc Pam, ké duyén lai 1am ké xa trudng. Nam Hong Duc thi
hai (3) d6i xtr Thién Trudng thira tuyén 1am x& Son Nam thira tuyén, huyén Thanh Dam lam phu
Thuong Tin, huyén Ung Thién lam huyén Chuong Pirc, Nhai Chau lam chiu Quynh Nhai. Nam tht ba
(1472) dit ra chire Thanh hinh hién sat st ti ¢ cac dao. Nam thir tu (1473) d6i phu Thuong Hong 1am
pht Nhian Hong, phtt Ha Hong 1am phti Thién Hung. Nam thtr sau (1475) lai theo tén cii goi 13 phu
Thuong Hong va Ha Hong va 14y huyén Vinh Xuong & Trung D6 chia 1am hai huyén Vinh Xuong va
Quang Dtrc thudc pha Phyng Thién, Trung D6. Lai doi Trung thu khoa 1am Lai khoa, Lam khoa (4) 1am
Ho khoa, Pong khoa 1am L& khoa, Nam khoa 1am Binh khoa, T4y khoa 1am Hinh khoa, Bic khoa lam
Cong khoa. D6 1a nhitng viéc trong str khong chép dén.

Nam Hong Purc ¢6 xubng chiéu pham nhitng bai phan van ngu ché vé viéc xét xir kién cdo va cac bai
phan van & cac ti déu dung van bién ngau, theo nhur 161 van Trung Hoa; nhitng chd vién dan 18 luat,
cham chudc nhan tinh, déu rd rang dich ddng ca. Gan day, nhitng ngudi phé phén an tir chi tu ¥ ha bat
phé liéu, sai mat ca céi thé phan vin doi xua. Cling ¢ ngudi ché d6i ba cau dbi nhau, thi ké khac lai
xtm lai ché cuoi, nén 1am chd ngay gian khong rd rang, rat 13 16 mo. Gian té lai cang nhiéu, thuc kha
thuong thay!

(1) Quang Thuan (1460 — 1469) 13 nién hiéu Lé Thanh Tong; ttrc 12 ndm 1466.
(2) Ban dich chi vié “doi pha Thiéu Thién”.
(3) Ttc la nam 1471.

(4) Ban dich viét 1a “Hai khoa”.
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