 THE PAST TENSES
I. The past simple tense: 
Exercise 1: Put the verb in the past simple tense:
1. Mary (go) ___________ shopping for me yesterday.
2. The policeman (drive) __________ away ten minutes ago.
3. The biscuit factory (close) __________________ last year.
4. The headmaster (come) _______________ to the school in 1985.
5. You (spend) ________________________ a lot of money last month.
6. I last (go) ________________________ to Spain in 1990.
7. The boy (finish) _________________________their homework yesterday.
8. Rolf (buy) _____________ the leather jacket last week.
9. I (have) ____________ a little trouble with my car last week.
10. She (wash) ______________her clothes last night.
Exercise 2: Put the verb in the past simple tense:
1. They (begin) __________ to study at this school 7 years ago.
2. She (lose) __________ her handbag on the train yesterday morning.
3. We (visit) ___________ that city last year.
4. Peter and Daisy (be) __________ born in 1978.
5. __________you (spend) _________ your holiday in Dalat last summer?
6. She (clean) _______________the bicycle yesterday.
7. They (start) __________school in 1998.
8. My friend and I (go) __________________ to the seaside last week.
9. We (spend) ___________________________ hours on the beach last Sunday.
10. He (be) ______________________________ in Ha Noi last year.
II.  The past continuous:
1. At 7:00 pm yesterday I  (watch) ________________________ TV.
2. Yesterday while my father (watch) _________ TV, my mother (read) ________the newspaper, my sister (do) ______her homework and I (play) _______ chess with my friend.
3. What were you doing when I phoned you?  I (have) ____________________a bath.
4. She (do) __________________________her homework at the time yesterday.
5. Marry (water) ______________________the flowers at 3:00 p.m yesterday.
6. They (visit) __________________________the zoo at ten o’clock yesterday.
7. Peter and I (do) _____________________the exercise at this time last night.
8. Last night my father (feed) ________________________the pigeons at 7:00.
9. At this time last year we (learn) _______________________English in London.
10. We ( have) dinner together at that time last night. 
III. The Past Simple Or The Past Continuous Tense
1. He (sit) __________ in a bar when I (see) __________ him.
2. When I (go) __________ out, the sun (shine) __________.
3. The light (go) __________ out while I (have) __________ tea.
4. While he (learn) __________ to drive, he (have) __________ an accident.
5. We (walk) __________ to the station when it (begin) __________ to rain.
6. He (have) __________ a bad fall when he (repair) __________ his roof.
7. It (start) _______to rain when we (play) ________football in the schoolyard yesterday.
8. He (eat) __________ three sandwiches while you (talk) __________ to him.
9. The servant (drop) _______ two cups while she (wash up) ______ last night.
10. While he (write) __________ a letter, the telephone (ring) _______________.

IV. CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER:
Question 1: I was revising for my civics class when my dad ___________ me about the volunteer job. 
	A. tell	B. was telling	C. told	D. had told
Question 2: Last Sunday, our volunteer team ____ a lot of food packages to homeless people in the flood-hit region. A. were bringing  B. brought	C. have brought	D. had brought
Question 3: I ____ near the fence when suddenly I ____ the voices.
	A. stood – heard  B. stood - was hearing   C. was standing – heard D. was standing - was hearing golf.
Question 4: I ____ Maria for the first time at the Heart-to-Heart Charity Office.
	A. saw	B. was seeing 	C. was seen	D. has seen
Question 5: We ____ the roof for Mrs. Smith, an elderly childless woman, when it ____ with rain.
	A. were mending - was pouring	B. mended - poured 
	C. mended - was pouring		D. were mending - poured
Question 6: I ____ my report when my boss ____ the hall.
	A. made - was entering	B. made – entered  C. was making - was entering	D. was making - entered
Question 7: Jim ____ his leg when he ____ golf.
	A. broke - was playing	B. broke – played  C. was breaking - was playing	D. was breaking – broke
Question 8: Both CARE and Oxfam organisations have programmes to help people in underdeveloped countries ____ their lives.  A. make	B. risk	C. improve	D. start
Question 9: While I ____ for him to call up, he ____ a good time in the bar.
	A. waited - was having		B. was waiting - was having
	C. was waiting – had		D. was waited - was waiting
Question 10: All the kids ____ their homework when the volunteer team ____.
	A. were doing - arrived		B. did - arrived
	C. were doing — were arriving	D. did - were arriving
Question 11: While Lauda ____ round a corner, he suddenly ____ control of his Ferrari.
	A. went - lost		B. was going - was losing
	C. was going - lost		D. went - was losing
Question 12: When I ____ my best friend, she ____ as a voluntary teacher in Dream Homeless Shelter.
	A. met - was working		B. was meeting - was working
	C. met - worked		D. was meeting – worked
Question 13: We ____ in silence when he suddenly ____ me to help him.
	A. were walking - was asking 	B. were walking - asked 
	C. walked – asked		D. walked - was asking 
Question 14: Where ____ you ____ when I ____ you on the bus last night?
	A. did - go - saw		B. were - going - was seeing
	C. were - going - saw		D. did - go - was seeing
Question 15: When you ____ yesterday, I ____ in the garden, so I didn’t hear the phone.
	A. rang - worked		B. were ringing - worked
	C. were ringing - was working	D. rang - was working
Question 16: When the robbery ____, the safeguard ____!
	A. happened - slept		B. was happening - was sleeping
	C. was happening - slept		D. happened - was sleeping
Question 17: While the Cambridge boat ____ under a bridge, it ____ another boat.
	A. went - was hitting	B. went – hit     C. was going - was hitting	D. was going - hit
Question 18: I ____ the accident while I ____ for the bus.
	A. was seeing - waited		B. saw - was waiting
	C. was seeing – was waiting	D. saw – waited
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