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Thdn tdng Jeanette P. Myers qud c6,

vda tat ca nhitng qudn thw da cdt céng tim sdch cho chiing ta.



(.g'{yle Keeley vira bi phat cdm tiic mot tuan.

Chuyén la, cau bé di duong tat bang cach chui qua bui hoa hong wa thich
cda me.

Nhitng cai gai dam dau that diay, nhung san bang nhitng bui mam x6i va
dam nat vai canh da yén thao gitip Kyle c6 dwgc nam gidy quy gia nhanh hon
ong anh ca tén Mike cua cau.

Ca Kyle va Mike déu biét chinh xac phai tim thit dé chién thang tro choi
nay ¢ dau: ngay trong nha ch dau niva!

Kyle da tim thady qua thong dé hoan thanh vong “ngoai trdi”. Va cau cling
kha chac rang Mike da kiém duwgc mot “bong hoa vang”. Pang la thang Sau,
cho nao ciing c6 hoa b6 cong anh.

“B6 cudc di, Kyle!” Mike la 16n khi ca hai anh em chay nuwéc rit vao nha.
“Khong cach nao cha thang dwgc anh dau.”

Mike virgt mat Kyle va phéng nhw bay vé phia cita chinh, vo hiéu héa wu
thé nam gidy ngan ngln cta cdu em.

Tat nhién.

Mike Keeley, mudi bay tudi, 1a mot ngdi sao thé thao cua trudng trung
hoc. Béng bau duc, béong r6, bong chay: hé mon nao c6 bong la Mike Keeley
déeu gidi tat.

Kyle, mwoi hai tu6i, lai chang phdi sao sang trong bat c linh vy gi.

Mot 6ng anh khac cia Kyle l1a Curtis, muwdi lam tudi, van dang bi ket v&i
con cho6 nha hang x6m.

Curtis thong minh nhat trong ba anh em. Nhung & vong “ngoai trgi”, cu
cau lai boc phai 1a tham xui xéo “do choi cua con ché nha hang x6m”. Bat ¢



1a tham nao c6 tw “ché” trong do, vé co ban déu dong nghia véi “Mat Luot.”

Con li do gi khién cac cau bé nha Keeley chay quanh khu phé nhw dién,
vo vét du loai ve chai sat vun, thi d6 hoan toan la 16i do me ctia ba anh em.

Chinh ba 4y da dé xuat, “néu cac 6ng twéng dang chan thi lam mét van co
ban di.”

Bdi thé Kyle da mo xu6ng tang ham va 16i 1én b6 c@ ban wa thich nhat cua
cau: Truy Tim Kho Bau cung ngai Lemoncello. D6 la tro choi an twong nhat
cta ngai Lemoncello, trum thiét ké cd ban. Ba anh em Kyle titng choi trd nay
rat nhiéu khi con nhd, t6i mic ba Keeley phai viét thw yéu cau cong ty
Lemoncello thiét ké thém mot géi thr thach mdi. Nhitng 14 tham mdi bao
gom dua thit yéu cau la lung, budc nguwdi choi phai tim nhu: “quan 16t xé hip
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hop,” “mot céi dia chwa rira,” va “vé chudi thoi.”

(Vao cudi tro choi, ké thua cudc phai tra tat ca moi thit vé chinh xac cho
cli. B6 la diéu luat chinh thitc dwgc in ngay trén nap hop, khién viéc chién
thang lai cang thém to tat!)

Khi Curtis con dang ket bén nha hang xém, c6 gang thuyét phuc cha ché
Pitc Twinky nhd mén d6 gam ra thi Kyle va Mike dang di tim cung m6t mén
do, vi & vong cudi cung, tat ca ngudi choi déu boc chung mot 1a Banh D6.

L& danh d6 hom do, du la mot 14 Kyle chwa bao gid thay truwdc day, la mot
14 chita mo6n d6 cuce ki dé tim.

TIM HAI DONG XU NAM 1982, CONG LAI BANG BA MUOI XU VA
MOT TRONG HAI PONG KHONG PUOC LA PONG NAM XU.

Qua dé. Cau tra 1oi la mot dong hai muoi lam xu va mot dong nam xu vi
cau do chi ndi 1a mot trong hai dong khong thé la dong nam xu.

Vay thi, dé chién thang, Kyle phdi tim mot dong hai mwoi lam xu va mot
dong nam xu dugc diac vao nam 1982.

Cling dé tuot.

Cha ctia cac cau bé c6 mot lo rugu tdo cii chita day xu 1é & dwdi tang ham.

Do la ly do ma Kyle va Mike dang chay dua tGi do.



Mike lao nhuw chép qua cura.

Kyle nhe rang cuoi tinh quai.

Cau bé cuc ki thich choi co ban v6i hai 6ng anh cua minh. Sinh ra la em
ut, tro choi nay la co héi duy nhat dé Kyle cé thé danh bai mdy 6ng anh 16n
mot cach song phang. Chang ai c6 wu thé hon ai trong tro co ban. Ban can
phai d6 xtic xac ra s6 dep, rut dwge nhitng 14 tham t6t va thém chit 1au ca.
Nhung néu tring dwgc mot ngay may man dep trdi va ban co gang hét sitc thi
bat ky ai, du 16n bé gia tré, cling c6 thé chién thang.

Nhat 1a h6m nay, khi ma Mike da danh mat lgi thé vi da chon 16i di chinh
xuong tang ham. Cau sé di qua cta trwdc, chay ra sau nha, nhay xuéng nhitng
bac thang va phi tGi xudng cua cha.

Trai lai, Kyle chon mot con duong tat.

Céau nhé phéng qua mdy bui cay hoang duwong va cidi xudng da tung ctra s6
thong khi nam sat trén mat dat ctia tang ham. Kyle nghe thdy mot tiéng nit
khi doi giay thé thao ctia cau bé nén vao 16p kinh nhung cau chang quan tam.
Cau phai chién thang 6ng anh 16n ctia minh bang moi gia.

Kyle bo qua khe ctra hep, nhdy xudng nén nha va len 16i t6i chiéc ban lam
viéc cuia cha cau. Cau tim thay cai lo va voi va do hét xu ra r6i khan trowong
b&i moc gitta mot bién day nhitng dong mdt, nam, mwoi va hai muwoi lam xu.

Dbay roi!

Kyle nhanh chéng tim dwgc mot dong nam xu cta nam 1982. Cau bé nhét
né vao tdi 4o ro6i ném hét nhitng dong mdt xu, nam xu va muwoi xu xuoéng san
trong lic tap trung tim dong hai muwoi lam xu con lai.

2010. 2003. 1986.

“Nhanh nao, nhanh nao,” cdu lam bam.

Canh ctra xuwdng bat ma.

“Cai gi...?” Mike ngac nhién khi thady Kyle da vugt mat cau tim dwogc lo
Xu trudc.

Cau chang quy xu6ng va mdi bat dau lan mo trong bién xu thi Kyle da la



to, “Tim dugc r6i!” va gio cao mot dong hai muwoi lam xu dic vao nam 1982.

“Thé dong nam xu dau?” Mike chat van.

Kyle méc dong xu dy ra khoi tii 4o.

“Chud may chui qua ctra s6 ha?” Mat giong néi vang 1én tir bén ngoai.

D6 la Curtis. Pang quy trén nhitng luéng hoa, nhin xudng.

“Pung vay,” Kyle tra 10i.

“Anh cting tinh 1am thé. Khoang cach ngan nhat giita hai diém luon la mot
dwong thang ma.”

“Anh khong tin dugc 1a may da thang!” Mike rén ri. Cau chua bao gio
thua & bat ci thi gi.

“Chac,” Kyle ding lén va hoi wdn nguc mot chut, “hdy tin di anh trai a,
bé&i vi gio hai ké thua cudc cac anh phai tra hét dong ve chai nay vé cho cii.”

“Anh khong dem céi nay vé tra cho Twinky dau!”

Curtis la len. Cau chia ra mot sgi day thung con dinh nwdc dai.

“Anh phdi lam thoi,” Kyle cuwdi vang. “Béi vi anh da thua. Tat nhién roi,
anh ciing tinh chui qua cai ctta s6...”

“Kyle a,” Curtis thi tham. “Anh nghi 1a cha ditng nén néi nita...”

“Cai gi? Thoi ma Curtis. Pirng thua r6i bi xi nhw thé chit. Chi la em qua
gioi khi nghi ra con dwong tat va nhanh tri da vang céi ctra s6 va...”

“Ra chuyén nay la do con lam ha, Kyle?”

Mot khuén mat hién ra phia sau ctra so.

Cha cua chung.

“Heh, heh, heh,” Mike khong nhin dugc cuoi.

“Con da pha ctta sao?” Giong cha day qué trach.

“Cha, doan xem ai phai trd tién thay ctta méi day?”

D6 1a li do vi sao Kyle Keeley bi trir nam muwai xu tién tiéu vat moi ngay
tlr nay t&i hét nam.



Va bi phat cdm tiic nguyén tuan sau.



C@l‘mg lic dé & bén kia thanh pho, Gido s Yanina Zinchenko — thu thw néi
tiéng thé gidi — dang voi va rdo budc trong mot tdoa nha rong ménh mong vai
ngay nita sé dugc khai trvong rat hoanh trang.

Thu vién méi cta thanh phé Alexandriaville dwgc xdy trong ndm nam.
Moi cong viéc déu dugc thye hién mét cach bi mat duwéi sy giam sat ctia mot
hé thong an ninh nghiém ngdt. Mot nhém cong nhan lo céi tao 16p ngoai cua
cong trinh tirng la toa nha vi dai nhat thanh phé nhoé thudc bang Ohio nay —
Ngan Hang L4 Vang. Nhitng nhém khac — thg mdc, thg né, thg dién va tho
ong nuwéc — lo phan bén trong.

Khéng mot nhém nao lam & cong tredng qua sau tuan.

Khong mot nhém nao dugc biét vé cong viéc cta nhitng nhom khac da
thue hién (hodc sap thue hién).

Va khi nhitng nhém nay hoan thanh céng viéc, mét vai nhom siéu-tdi-mat
(bao gom nhitng cong nhan dwgce trd lwong hau hinh, san sang khang dinh
chac nhu dinh dong c6t rang minh chwa tirng bén mang dén gan thw vién nay,
dén thanh pho Alexandriaville, hay tham chi la tiéu bang Ohio) lang 1€ thuc
hién nhitng chi tiét cudi cung.

Giao su Zinchenko dang quan ly cong trinh xay dung nay cho ong chu cua
cd — mot ty phu 1ap di (mot sé ngwoi goi la than kinh). Chi m6t minh c¢6 nam
hét dwgc tat ca nhitng diéu tuyét voi va ki diéu ma thw vién nay cé (hoac giau
kin) bén trong nhitng bitc twong.

Giao su Zinchenko la mot phu nit cao rdo v6i mai téc do ruc nhw lira. Co
dién mot bo com-lé dwgc dat may riéng c6 gia tudt trén troi, doi giay cao got
bong loang, deo tai nghe Bluetooth, mat kinh day com c6 cap gong dé choét.

Giay cao got go 16p cOp trén nén da cam thach, vira go lia lia vao man



hinh cta chiéc may tinh bang hién dai, Gido sw Zinchenko vira bwéc nhanh
qua canh cong to vo mau do cua trung tam diéu khién dé vao phong doc
khong-khong-16 ngy bén dudi mai vom hinh vong cung cao bang ba tang nha
cua thu vién.

Ngan Hang La Vang cli — noi dugc xay lai thanh thw vién nay — dugc xay
vao nam 1899. Véi nhitng tru da kiéu Co6-rin cao ngat, mot 16i vao dwgc thiét
ké dang mai vom, 16p gach lat nén béng bay va mot mai vom ma vang vi dai,
toa nha nay xing dang lam hang x6m cua nhitng dai twéng niém nguy nga
16ng lay & tha d6 Washington chit khong phai & giita nhitng con dudng trong
ki qudc cta thanh ph6 bé nhé ¢ Ohio nay.

Gido su Zinchenko dirng lai dé ngwdc 1én nhin phan dep nhat cta toa thw
vién: Mai vom Ki diéu.

Mudi chiéc tivi man hinh rong véi do phan gidi cyc cao — ruc r& ngang
véi mdy man hinh 16n & Quang Trwong Thoi Pai — phu kin phan dwéi cua
mai vom nhw nhitng lat cam khéng 16. M6i man hinh c6 thé chiéu ndi dung
riéng ré hoac cé thé két hgp lai dé tao ra mot khung canh ngoan muc. Mai
vom Ki diéu c6 thé bién thanh mot bau troi day sao, mét chuyén bay gitra cac
dam may khién nhitng ai ngam nhin bén duwéi cdm thay toan bd toa nha nay
bang cach nao dé6 ma da bay bong 1én troi; hodc, trong hé théng phan loai
thap phan Dewey *, muoi man hinh lién tuc chiéu thay déi nhitng hinh anh
song dong cua tirng muc trong hé thong phan loai ndi dung cta thw vién nay.

“Pay la nhitng con s6 cubi cung cho ngan th tw & hé thap phan Dewey
ctia Mai vom Ki diéu,” Gido su Zinchenko thi tham vao tai nghe Bluetooth
cua coO.

“364 cham 1092.” C6 can than nhan tirng trong am dé anh chang ki thuat
vién vi tinh biét ro con s6 nao sé lau lau chay qua nhitng doan phim vé khoa
hoc nhéan van trén man hinh th tw, man hinh sé chiéu nhitng hinh dnh bao
gom chiéc bda ctia thim phéan, qua tdo clia gido vién * va mot con mua clia
nhitng biéu twong 1é hoi cta dat nudc. “Nhitng con so nay chi dwgc xuat hién
vao dung 11 gio sang Chu nhat, ro chwa?”



* DDC (Dewey Decimal Classification) la mét hé thong phan loai va sdp
xép tai liéu duwoc st dung rong rdi trong linh vuc thong tin thw vién trén
toan thé gioi.

* Trong lich st My, phu huynh va hoc sinh hay tdng gido vién mot trdi tdo
dé thé hién sy kinh trong.

Can phong kha t6i, chi con mot vai anh den lam viéc con sang vao gio
nay, nhung Gido sw Zinchenko da nam long vi tri ciia may chiéc ban con con
dé dé “Ro, thra Gido su Zinchenko,” mot giong néi nho xiu dap lai.

Tiép theo, Gido su Zinchenko quan sat nhitng bitrc twgng la-de 3D duogc
chiéu trén may cai hoc khoét chim vao nhitng cot da do so dang chong d&
nhitng chiéc ctra s6 hinh vong cung bén duwgi Mai vom Ki diéu.

“Tai sao twgng Shakespeare va Dickens van ¢ day? Chiing dau c6 nam
trong danh sach trién 1dm vao dém khai trwong dau.”

“T6i xin 16i,” ngwoi quan ly phu trach may bitc twgng 3D nay cta thw vién
cling tra 10i qua cudc goi nhom trén tai nghe Bluetooth cua nit Giao sw. “Toi
sé chinh lai ngay.”

“Céam on anh.”

Di ra khoi can phong, c6 thu thuw di vao Phong Tré Em.

Dé dang rao burdc qua ma khong da phai moén do nao.

Co tién tdi Goc Ké chuyén Bé nghe dé kiém tra lan cudi may con ngong
ma co mai xép vao.

Bay ngong con gom sau cai nui bong véi cap mat to nhw hai qua béng ban
thure chat 1a sau con ro-bot dugce thiét ké dé kéu eng éc nhw that (ching dugc
nhitng ky su ting lam viéc cho Disney World lam cho vi thu thw) — dang dau
trén mot ké sdch nam trong goc phong. Ngong me doi mot chiéc mii bé-ré va
mang mot cap kinh lao, ngoi bat dong chinh gitra.

“T6i la Quan thw s6 Mot,” Gido suw Zinchenko 1én tiéng, da to dé nhitng
chiéc microphone gidu trén tran nha nhan ra giong ctia co6. “Bat dau ké
chuyén.”



Bay ngong dang im lang bong lach cach dong day.

“Hat ru.”

Pam ngong con ngan nga bai “Baa-Baa Clru Pen” bang sau am vuc khac
nhau.

“Pao kho bau?”

Bay ngong con ho do6 ta ca bai “Muai lam thuay tha va chiéc rwong cua
Than Chét.”

Gido st Zinchenko vo tay mét cai. Dam ngong dang hat ho muia may ngay
lap tic im bat.

“MGt bai nita,” ¢o ra Iénh. Nhiu mat lai, c6 thdy mot cudén sach nam trén
chiéc ban ké bén. “Chu ch6 Walter xi hoi.”

Sau chu ngbng con xoay mot vong, chia sau cai mong nhé xiu ra va bat
dau xi hoi that. Sau cai dudi tron tron ndy lén ndy xudng dung nhip vdi giai
diéu cua bai nhac.

“Xuat sac. Két thic gio ké chuyén.”

Bay ngong lai chim vao ché do ngu. Gido sv Zinchenko danh dau thém
mot 0 nita trén chiéc mdy tinh bang ctia c6. Ban danh sach nhitng thi can
kiém ké dang dan ngan lai, rat tot. Lé khai trwong thw vién sé dwoc to6 chirc
vao t0i thit sdu tuan nay. Gido su Z va quan doan cap dwdi cta co chi con vai
ngay dé chinh stta cho bang hét nhitng 16i trong hé thong van hanh phitc tap
cua thu viéen.

Dot nhién Gido sw Zinchenko nghe thay mot tiéng gam gu.

CO0 quay lai va thdy minh dang nhin thang vao doi mat xanh tham cta mot
con cop trang quy hiém.

Gido su Zinchenko thd dai va bat chiéc tai nghe Bluetooth 1én.

“Co G o0 ¢ do khong? Giao su Z day. Con cop Bengal cua chung ta dang
lam cai qudi gi trong khu tré em vay? A t6i hiéu roi. R rang 1a c6 mot sy 1am
lan nho & day. Chung ta dau c6 mudn dat né vinh vién ¢ gan Cudn sach rirng



xanh. Kiém tra lai con s0 t6i dwa c6 xem. 599 chdm 757. Pung r6i. Con cop
nay phai nam & gian Pong vat hoc... Vang, lam on stra lai ngay lap titc. Cam
on nhiéu, c6 G.”

Va nhu mot do anh, con cop nhanh chéng tan thanh swong khoi.



@U’O’Dg nhién la du bi cam tic nhung Kyle Keeley van phai di hoc.

“Mike, Curtis, Kyle, dén gio day roi ddy!” Me caa ching goi véi lén twr
dudi bép.

Kyle ué odi tha chan xu6ng nén nha, dui mat, va ngai nga nhin quanh can
phong cua minh.

Chiéc may tinh duwgc Curtis nhwong lai dang nam trén chiéc ban tirng la
ctia Mike. Tam thdm dwé6i san nha, véi logo ctia doi bong chay Cincinnati
Reds @ giita, cling tirng la ca Mike hoi han mudi hai tu6i.

Nhitng cudn sach xép kin trén ké déu da tirng qua tay Mike va Curtis,
ngoai trit may cudén ma ba ndi ting Kyle moi dip Giang Sinh. Cau bé van
chwa ngd ngang gi téi cuon dugc tdng nam ngoai.

Kyle von chang khoai sach vé cho lam.

Trw khi d6 1a sach huwéng dan hay manh khée dé pha dao mot tro game.
Cau c6 mot may Sony PlayStation dat san & phong khach. N6 khong phai la
loai may PS3 cé dau doc Blu-ray do phan gidi cao. D6 la mot mén qua ma
ong gia Noel da tang cho Mike bon nam vé trwdc. (Mike da can than ém bo
Blu-ray méi toanh cho riéeng minh trong phong ngu cua cau.) Mac du lau lau
chiéc may choi game cii ki nay c kéu lanh canh lach cach, nhung co ban la
n6 van choi dugc.

Ngoai trir ding vao cai tuan nay.

Chiéc mday PlayStation thi khong sao hét, nhung bd ctia Kyle da cam cau
bé stt dung TV va dung mady tinh, nén trtt khi cdu bé muén nghe 6 citng cia
chiéc mdy choi game rén 11 giai diéu quen thudc, con thi chang c6 li do gi dé
bat né lén tredc Chu nhat tuan sau, khi an phat ctia Kyle két thic.



“Trong nha nay, khi con bi cdm tic,” b6 Kyle nhan manh, “thi c6 nghia la
con bi cdm tac.”

Néu Kyle can xai may tinh dé lam bai tap vé nha trong tuan cudi clung
trwdc khi nghi hé nay, cau c6 thé stit dung mdy tinh ctia me dwdi bép.

Va tat nhién, me Kyle khéng cai mdt tro choi nao trong may ctia minh.

Pugc roi, me c6 Diner Dash”, nhung tro do khong tinh.

* Mot game qudn ly nha hang.

Bi cdm tuc trong gia dinh Keeley c6 nghia 1a khong dwgc phép lam bat ky
thit gi ngoai trir, nhw b6 cau hay néi, “suy ngam vé 16i lam khién minh bi cdm
tac.”

Kyle biét rd minh da lam gi: Cau da da bé mot céi ctra s6.

Nhwng ma nay - Minh cfling da thang dep ca hai 6ng anh con gi.

kdek

“Chao bubi sang, Kyle,” me cat tiéng chao khi cau bé buwdc vao nha bép.
Ba dang ngo6i bén may tinh cia minh, chdm rdi nham nhi ca phé va lach cach
g0 ban phim. “Bita sang hom nay c6 banh nwéng tring do.”

Curtis va Mike da ng6i san trong bép, ngau nghién nhitng chiéc banh
nwdéng ngon lanh cubi cung — may miéng cudn kem vang rom. Hai thang anh
chtrta cho Mike may miéng banh khong kem, vi qué phu duong. May cai nay
an c6 mui y nhw cai hop gidy dung ching.

“MGt thu vién méi sé mé ctra vao thit sdu tuan nay, vira dung ldac cho ky
nghi hé,” me Kyle 1dm bam dgc nhitng dong tin hién trén may tinh. “Da mudi
hai nam roi ké tir khi ho pha sap céi cii. Nghe nay cac con: Gido suv Yanina
Zinchenko, quan thu chinh cta thw vién méi, hita hen rang ‘du khach sé cuc
ky bat ngo’ khi dén thw vién.”

“That khong?” Kyle hado hitc héi, cau bé ludn thich bat ngo. “Khong biét
sé co gi trong d6 nhi?”

“Um, sach chang?” Mike cét giong cham choc. “N6 1a mot thw vién, Kyle



a?”

“Du la gi di nita,” Curtis ndi, “Em khong thé chad t6i lic c6 thé thue vién
méi dugc!”

“Bai vi may la mot thang mot sach,” Mike lai xen vao.

“Em thich ttr ‘c6 ndao’ hon,” Curtis nhanh nhau dap lai.

“Gio con phai di r6i,” Kyle bat day va khoac ba 16 1én vai. “Khong thoi 16
xe buyt mat.”

Cau voi va chay ra ctta. That sy thit ma Kyle khong muén boé 16 chinh la
ban bé cia ciu. Rat nhiéu dita c6 may Sony PSP va Nintendo 3DS.

Tat ca déu day ap game!

skesksk

Kyle dap tay vo vai hét thdy moi ngudi khi tién vé chd ngoi quen thude
ctia minh trén xe buyt. Hau nhw ai cling mudn kéu lén chao ciu. Téat ca,
dwong nhién ngoai trw Sierra Russell.

Nhuv thueong le, Sierra — cling la mot hoc sinh 16p bay nhuw Kyle — lang 1é
ngoi & hang cudi cung cha xe, vui dau vao mot cudn sach — chac ciing lai la
mot tiéu thuyét n6i vé may co bé song trong nhitng ngdi nha nho xiu trén thdo
nguyén hay la cai gi do twong ty thoi.

Twr khi cha me cta co6 bé li di va cha c6 bé chuyén sang thanh pho khac
sinh song, Sierra Russell trd nén it néi va chi chidi miii vao doc sach liac ranh
r0i.

“Cai ao dep dit,” Akimi Hughes kéu 1én khi Kyle trirgt xuéng ngoi ké bén
no.

“Cam on. Ma céi 4o nay cii r6i, Mike cho t6.”

“Chang sao ca, van phong cach phét.”

Me ctia Akimi 1a ngudi chau A, cha 1a nguoi Ai-len.

Co bé c6 mot mai toc dai den nhw nhung, ddi mat xanh biéc va hang dong
tan nhang trén mat.



“Pang choi gi vay?” Kyle hdi. Akimi dang bam cai PSP 3000 cua co6 bé
nhu diéen.

“Tiéu doi Séc,” Akimi tra 10i.

“MGt trong nhitng tro choi kiét xuat nhat cia quy ngai Lemoncello,” Kyle
nhan xét. Cau cling c6 cai tro nay trén chiéc PlayStation ctia minh.

Chiéc may ma cau khéng dwoc phép dung dén trong mot tuan nita.

“Can giup mot tay khong?”

“Khoi.”

“Coi chirng may cai to ong...”

“Té biét ma, Kyle.”

“Chi nhac thoi ma...”

“Tuyet dinh!”

“Gi vay?”

“Té qua man sau r6i! Cudi cung cling dugc.”

“Dinh cta dinh.” Kyle khong noi cau da choi t¢i man hai muoi bay.
Akimi la d&a ban than nhat ctia cau. Ban bé t6t thi khong khoe mé treéc mat
nhau.

“Khi t¢@ ban may con s6c vao i Diéu Hau,” Akimi thuyét minh, “tén phi
cong sé nhdy du. Néu c6 mot con séc can dwgc vao dit cta han, té sé dugc
thém nam muwoi diém thuwdng.”

Pring vay, trong tro game ban thid ctia ngai Lemoncello cé du loai tro dién
dién nhv vay. L Diéu Hau khong phai la mot loai chim; ching la phi co
chién ddu Diéu Hau F-16. Con lii so6c v? Nhuw dién.

Hoan toan loan. Méat con nao con nay xody tit. Ching bay véo véo trong
khong trung, miéng liéng thoang may diéu ngé ngan gi d6. Chiing con can dit
nguoi khac nita day!

Pay la mét trong nhitng 1i do cha yéu khién Kyle cdm thay bat ki thi gi
sang ché bdi Nha may Tri Twéng Twong ctia Ngai Lemoncello — c@ ban, cau



do, tro choi dién tir — déu tuyét ci méo. VGi ngai Lemoncello, mot tro choi sé
khong phai la tro choi néu n6 khong dién dién khung khung mét chuit.

“Vay cau da ghi lai ma s6 nhan thuwéng chwa?”

Kyle hai.

“Ha?”

“O ngay trén man hinh kia.”

Akimi dwa man hinh 1én sat mat dé nghién citu.

“Lat no lai.”

Akimi nghe 10i.

“Thay dong s6 nhdp nhday trén goc khong? Lan sau hdy go né vao lic tro
choi héi mat ma.”

“Chi vay? Chuyén gi sé xay ra?”

“Roi cau sé thay.”

Akimi ddm mot céi rd dau vao tay ctia Kyle. “Néi nghe coi.”

“Pugc r6i, dirng ngac nhién néu cau ban ra soc ltta & man bay nhé.”

“Khong. Thé. Nao!”

“Khong tin thi tht di.”

“Pé chiéu nay thtr lién. Ma cau viét xong bai luan chwa?”

“Ha? Bai nao?”

“Um, cai bai hém nay phai nop dy. Vé céi thw vién cong cong méi. NhG
khong?”

“Khong mot ti nao.”

Akimi thd dai. “Bdi vi thu vién cii da bi kéo sap muoi hai nam trudc,
muoi hai hoc sinh mwdi hai tuéi ma c6 bai van Vi sao em hao hitng véi thw
vién m@i?’ hay nhat sé dwgc tham gia budi tham quan thw vién dac biét t6i
thit sau nay.”

“Nghia la sao?”



“Nhitng ngwoi thang cudc sé dwgc vao tham thw vién méi truedce tat ca moi
nguoi!”

“Co phai giong nhv phim Pém & Vién bdo tang khong? Nhitng cudn sach
c6 sdng day va rugt dudi nhitng nguwdi tham quan khong?”

“Khung ha? Nhung theo t& sé c6 phim mién phi ne, do an ne, phan thwdng
ne, va rat nhiéu tro choi nita.”

Nghe dén do, Kyle bong trd nén cyc ki quan tdm dén cai thw vién mdi
nay.



”C@hinh xac thi ching ta dang n6i dén nhitng tro choi thé nao vay?”

“T¢ cling khong biét nita,” Akimi thd nhan. “Nhitng tro choi lién quan téi
sach, t& doan theé.”

“Va cau c6 nghi la thw vién méi nay ciling sé c6 dan may tinh toi tan nhat
khong?”

“Han nhién roi.”

“Mang wi-fi ludn chi?”

“Rat c6 thé.”

Kyle cham rai gat dau. “Va tat ca nhitng thit d6 sé c6 vao toi thit sdu nay?”

“Chuan.”

“Akimi, t¢ nghi la cdu m@i tim ra mot cach tuyét voi dé lam ngan lai an tu
kho sai t&é dang phai chiu dung.”

“An tu gi co?”

“Lénh cam tic cdm choi game cia cha me t& dy ma.”

Kyle doan rang du c6 bi khoa trong mét cai thw vién véi mot dan may tinh
hién dai van t6t hon nhiéu so v@i vién canh bi ket & nha ma khong duwgc dung
t6i bat ki tro choi dién tir nao.

“Cho té muon to gidy vai cay but mot ti.”

“Cai gi? Cau tinh viét bai luan bay gio sao? Ngay trén xe buyt 4?

“Tré con hon khong.”

“Phai nop no vao tiét sinh hoat chi nhiém day. Tiét dau tién luén.”

“Viét ngan gon ti la xong th6éi ma.”

Akimi ngan ngam lac dau va mién cudng dwra cho Kyle cuén vé cung mot



cdy but. Chiéc xe buyt x6c manh khi di qua lan gidam t6c ngay tredc cong
treong.

Cau can phai viét bai luan ngan that ngan.

Kyle hy vong rang muwdi hai ngwoi chién thang sé dwgc lwa chon ngau
nhién bang cach boc tham, va nhw cac chwong trinh x6 s6 trén ti vi hay quang
cdo, “ai mua vé s déu co thé chién thang”.

Cung lic d6, & m6t noi khac trong thanh pho, Charles Chiltington dang
ngoi trong thw vién cta cha cau, lam viéc v6i mot sinh vién dai hoc dugce thué
dé gitp cau hoan tat bai luan ctia minh.

Cau bé dang mac bo trang phuc thwong ngay: quan kaki, do vest xanh, ao
so mi déng nit gon gang, va mot chiéc ca vat soc sang trong. Cau la hoc sinh
duy nhat cia truong Trung hoc Alexandriaville dién d6 nhw thé.

“Co cach dién dat nao hay ho cho ttr ‘thw vién’ khong?” Charles héi gia su
cta cau. “Gido vién khodi van chwvong hoa my lam.”

“Kho sach quy cho moi nguoi.”

“Mau me hon nita di.”

“Um, tang thu vo gia’.”

“Hoan hdo! Cai ti* nghe quai hét sic, cé khi téi thay c6 cling phai di tra
xem né nghia la gi ay chit.”

Charles nhanh chéng gé cum tir dé vao, lwu lai tap tin va gwi t6i chiéc may
in.

“Cha ctia em doc sach nhiéu ghé,” cau gia st ngam nhin nhitng cudén sach
bia boc da chét day trén ké sach do so cua thw vién nha 6ng Chiltington.

“Kién thitc 1a quyén luc,” Charles tw hao néi. “Do6 1a mot trong nhitng triét
ly song cua gia dinh t6i.”

Mot trong nhitng triét 1y khac 1a Nhitng ké thua cudc la do an sang cua
nhitng ngudi chién thang.

Kyle va Akimi budc xudng xe buyt, cat buéc vao khuon vién treong.



“Cau biét khong,” Akimi nhiét tinh ké, “bé t& ndéi rang nguwdi cha caa thw
vién da thué ca ti kién triac sw khac nhau dé vé hang tram ban thiét ké va hoan
toan khong dugc phép cho nhau coi.”

“Chi vay?”

“Pé gilt moi thit trong d6 tuyét d6i bi mat. Cong ty b6 t& dugc giao cho
lam ddang mot cai cta chinh, khong hon khong kém.”

Ngay lic hai diva budc vao 16p hoc ctia c6 Cameron cho tiét sinh hoat cha
nhiém, Miguel Fernandez hét 16n, “Hey, Kyle! Xem cai nay di, nguoi anh

»

em.

Miguel gio 1én mot xap gidy day c® nam phan dwoc kep ngay ngan trong
bia nhwya citng. “B6 téo 0i, lan nay bai van cua té nhat 16p chac!”

“Bai vé cai thu vién mai doé ha?”

“Pung roi! Té c6 hinh anh va biéu do6, va con ca nguyén mot chwong vé
Thu vién C6 dai & Alexandria, Ai Cap, bdi vi thanh pho cua ching ta tén la
Alexandriaville, bang Ohio!”

“S6 dzach,” Kyle noi.

Miguel Fernandez luon lu6n siéu nhiét tinh trong tat cd moi hoat dong.
Cau tham chi con la chu tich ctia Ban Quan thw Nhi caa thw vién truong. “Ne,
Kyle, cau biét nguwdi ta hay néi gi vé thue vién khong?”

“Um, khong hén.”

“Rang moi thu vién déu chita cai gi d6 cho moi chwong trong cudc doi
chung ta!”

Trong ltic Kyle rén ri ngan ngdm, chuéng bat dau gid hoc reo 1én.

“Ca 16p 6n dinh,” c6 Dana Cameron buwdc vao. Co la c¢6 gido chu nhiém
cta Kyle. “Pén lic nop bai luan r6i.” Co bat dau rdo buéc doc nhitng day ban
dé thu bai. “Cac giam khao sé dén phong gido vién vao sang hém nay dé
chdm so khao...”

Chét tiét, Kyle rua tham. Sé c6 gidm khao. Khong phai 1a mét tro rit tham



trung thwdng nhu cau nghi.

“Tro Keeley?” Co chu nhiém lué6t téi ban caa cau.

“Tro c6 viét bai luan nao khong?”

“Hinh nhw la c6 a.”

“T6i xin 16i. T6i khong hiéu y tro cho lam. Hoac la tro c6 viét, hoac la
khong.”

Kyle rut ré nop cho c6 gido to gidy nhan nhim vGi dong chi* ma cau méi
v0i va nguéch ngoac vtra ndy.

Xui xéo thay, c6 Cameron doc nd 1én. To va ro.

“Bong béng. Chac sé c¢6 bong béng.”

Ca 16p pha ra cuoi.

Cho dén khi c6 Cameron day kinh xuéng va quac mat li€c nhin tat ca moi
nguoi thi trat t méi nhanh chéng dwoc van hoi.

“Pay la bai luan cua tro sao, Kyle?”

“Vang a. Dé bai hoi vé nhitng tht khién ching ta hao hitng vé 1é khai
treong cua thu vién, va thu that la em luon khoai bong bong.”

“T6i hiéu roi,” co Cameron cham rai néi. “Tro biét khéng, Kyle, anh trai
Curtis cua em tirng viét nhitng bai van xuat sac hon thé nay nhiéu hoi tro ay
van con hoc véi t6i.”

“Da,” Kyle 1am bam.

C6 Cameron thé dai cam chiu. “Cho t6i gwi 16i héi tham tro dy.”

“Vang a.”

Co6 Cameron di t6i ban tiép theo. Miguel hang hai chia ra bai van day cui
cua no ra.

“Rat xuat sac, tro Miguel.”

“Em cam on co a.”

Kyle chgt nghe thdy mot tiéng dong la phat ra tw bai gitt xe. Tiéng loc coc
lach cach leng keng.



“Chta o0i,” c6 Cameron thot 1én, “khéng biét c6 phéi 6ng dy da tGi hay
khong?”

Co lat dat chay ao t6i ctra s6 va kéo ctra 1én. Tat thdy hoc sinh trong 16p
chay ua theo co.

Va tat ca bon ho thay cai do.

O ngoai bai giit xe cho khach, mot chiéc xe nhin nhw mdt cai ting mau dé
khong 10 chay trén bon banh dang tién vao. Cai ham xung ctia xe chinh la cai
got giay. Day giay dugc cot ti kinh chan gié 1én co giay cao dén tan muoi
feet.

“Chiéc xe nay giong y chang chiéc giay do trong tro Gia dinh Quai dan,”
Miguel la 1én day phan khich.

Kyle git dau. Gia dinh Quai dan la tro choi dau tién va o6 1€ la tro choi tr
danh nhat cia ngai Lemoncello.

Chiéc giay dé 1a mot trong mwoi mon do cé thé di chuyén quanh ban co.

Mot nguwoi dan 6ng gay va cao 1éu nghéu bwdc ra khoi chiéc xe hinh cai
ung.

“P¢ chinh 1a ngdi Lemoncello!” Kyle thé manh, tim dap loan xa. “Ong ay
dang lam gi ¢ day?”

“Tin vira méi dén,” c6 Cameron thong bdo.” T6i nay, ngai Luigi
Lemoncello sé dich than lam giam khdo chdm vong chung khao.”

“Giam khao cho cai gi co a?”

“Nhitng bai luan vé thw vién.”



@éo gio an trwa @ can tin treong, Kyle nhin trirtng tritng vao miéng ca chién
kh6 queo ctia minh, wéc ao riat duwgec mot 14 tham Lam Lai Tt Pau ti thinh
khong.

“T¢ lam héng hét moi thi r6i,” cau lam bam.

“Pung,” Akimi dong y. “Co ban la thé.”

“Cau c6 thé twong tuwgng dugc cai thu vién mdi sé tuyét voi dén thé nao
néu ngai Lemoncello va é-kip Nha may Tri Tuwdng Twong ctia 6ng ay nhiung
tay vao do khong?”

“Téat nhién la c6 chit. Va t6 cling dang hy vong dugc tan mat nhin thay no
day. It ra t& da viét mot bai luan thue sy chtt khong phai mot cau duy nhét vé
bong v6i cha banh.”

“Cam on nhiéu. Ct xat mudi vao vét thuwong di.”

Akimi diu giong lai. “Kyle a, khi cdu choi mét tro nhw tro Xin Loi va cau
bi di lui lai ba buéc, cau c6 hay bé cudc khong?”

“Khong hé. Néu t6 bi di lui, t& sé cang c6 gang hon dé go lai ba budc do
va dong thoi vieot mat doi thu cia minh.”

“Nay cac cau!” Miguel Fernandez mang khay do an qua ngoi chung véi
Kyle va Akimi.

Mot thang nhoc téc dung lia chia nhw qua chém chom va deo mot cap
kinh to nhw kinh bao ho cua tho han di theo né.

“Hai nguoi biét Andrew Peckleman chit?”

“Chao cau,” Kyle va Akimi vay tay.

“Xin chao.”

“Andrew la mot trong nhitng trg thi quan thw dac lyc nhat cua té day,”



Miguel noi.

“Ngau dit,” Akimi thot 1én.

“CO0 Yunghans quan thw treong minh vira ké minh nghe rang ngai
Lemoncello chinh la nha tai trg t6i mat cho cai thw vién md&i cta thanh pho
ddy. Tong cong la nam tram triéu d6-la.”

“Co ay nghe qua dai radio qudc gia,” Peckleman bd sung. Gigng né ri ram
nhw thé no6i bang mii cht khéng phai la miéng. “Do d6 tui minh da nghién
citu mot chat vé ngai Lemoncello va moi lién hé cia ong tGi thanh pho
Alexandriaville.”

“Vay cac cau tim dvgce nhitng gi?”

“Piéu dau tién la,” Miguel tré 10i, “Ong dy duwgc sinh ra ¢ day.”

“Ong 4y c6 chin anh chi em,” Andrew noi.

“Téat ca bon ho chen chiic trong mét can ho chat nich véi duy nhat mét nha
vé sinh & khu Tiéu Y,” Miguel tiép 1.

“Con nita,” Peckleman v0i vang chen vao nhu thé mudn ganh dua véi
Miguel, “dng ay tirng rat yéu thich thw vién cii trén duwong Market. Lic nho
ong dy hay dén do6 khi can m6t khong gian yén tinh dé nghi nggi va vé voi
nhitng y twdng ctia minh.”

“Va diéu nay nita,” Miguel hao hitc, “Ba Tobin, ngudi quan thu thoi diém
do, rat quan tdm cau bé Luigi, cd tudi tui minh bay gio thoi. Thinh thodng ba
mé& clra thu vién dén tan khuya va cho 6ng ay mugn may thit linh tinh trén
ban lam viéc hay tui xach ctia ba — chiéc dé khau do, cai dinh bam hay lo keo,
tham chi chiéc giay dé cua bip bé Barbie — nhitng mén d6 dé 6ng dinh hinh
nhitng y twdng ban dau trén chiéc ban 16n caa thw vién. Sau dé...”

Andrew nhdy vao. “Sau do ba Tobin mang ban phac thao cua tro Gia dinh
Quai dan vé nha cho chéng minh, mot 6ng cha tiém in. Ho ky mot so giay to,
thanh 1ap mot cong ty, va vai nam sau ho da tr@ thanh triéu phu.”

Nhung Miguel kip chen vao mot cau cudi: “Con bay gio di nhién ngai

»
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Lemoncello da la triéu-triéu-phu



“Bon tén mot sach cac cau dang phan khich vi cai gi vay?” Haley Daley 1a
lw6t bude dén, bao quanh la doan tuy ting gom may difa con gai noi n6i khac
trong treong. Haley la nang cong chiia cia khoi bdy. Téc vang 6ng, mat xanh
nhw ngoc va nu cuoi tda nang.

Tréng nang c¥ nhw bwdc ra tit mau quang cdo kem danh rang.

“Chung t¢ dang ban vé ngai Lemoncello!” Miguel dap.

“Va cai thw vién m6i!” Andrew thém vao.

“Va,” Kyle néi véi giong mo mang day kich tinh, “vé viéc dugc gap cau
thoi, Haley a.”

“Céc cau that la con nit qua thé. Pi nao, cac co gai.”

Haley va I{i ban lwét dén ban ctia ddm “sanh diéu.”

“Nhin kia,” Akimi néi, chi vé nhitng nguoi dang xép hang chd 1ay do an.
Charles Chiltington dang gitt thang bang hai khay d6 an trén hai tay: mot ctia
né va mot cua co Cameron.

“Em rdt vui khi thdy c6 phu trach phong an trwva hom nay, thwa co
Cameron,” Kyle nghe 16m thay Chiltington n6i. “Néu c6 khéng phién, em c6
mot sO cau hdi vé nhitng quy wdc trong tho, kich n6i hay bai luan va anh
hwéng ctia ching 1én y nghia chung cta tac pham.”

“Pugc théi, Charles, c6 sé rat vui dugc thdo luan van dé do vdi tro.”

“Cam on c6 nhiéu a. Nhan tién, chiéc 4o len hom nay c6 mac that sy hgp
v&i mau mat cua c6 day.”

“Thang bg dit,” Akimi 1am bam. “Chiltington chi dang c6 st dung cai sw
quyeén rii mac 6i cia n6 dé co6 C gtti bai cua né 1én cho ngai Lemoncello ma
th6i.”

“Purng lo,” Kyle binh than n6i. “Cé Cameron khong phai la ngudi c6 tiéng
néi cudi cung. Ngai Lemoncello méi la nguoi quyét dinh. Va béi vi ong ay la
mot thién tai, bai cua cac cau chac chan sé duwgc chon hét thoéi.”

“Khong nghi ngo gi hét,” Peckleman cong nhan.



“Cam on nha, Kyle,” Miguel noi.

“Té chi wéc cau cé thé di vdi tui nay,” Akimi an ai.

“Cling c6 thé 1am chit. Nhw cdu noi do, day chi don gian la 14 tham Lui lai
Ba buéc. Giong nhw 14 Bi B6 khi doi thu dwgc chay. Giong rit phai 1a Trugt
Vé Sau trong tro Cau tudt va Thang day. Giéng nhu di vong t6i H6 Ca Sau
trong tro choi Vuong qudc Keo ma théi.”

“Troi dat, Kyle,” Miguel thot 1én. “Chinh xac thi cdu da choi bao nhiéu bo
co ban roi vay?”

“Pu dé biét rang dirng bao gid bo cudc khi chwa c6 ngudi thang chung
cudc.” Cau bé cam khay 1én va tién vé khu vue dé khay do.

Akimi goi vdi theo. “Cau di dau vay?”

“Té con not gio an trwa va nguyén mot phong hoc by dé viét mot bai luan
moi.

“Nhung cau biét tinh c6 Cameron r6i ma, co sé khong nhan dau.”

“Co thé. Nhung t¢ van phai tung xtic xac moét lan nita. Biét dau may man
thi sao?”

“T& hy vong vay,” Akimi noi.

“T¢ cling thé! Hen gdp lai moi nguwdi trén xe buyt nha.”



@rong doi Kyle da viét rat nhiéu bai luan, nhwng chwa bao gio cau lam viéc
cat lyc dén vay khi viét bai luan vao chiéu hom ay. Kyle soan mot cau mé
dau cue ki kéu, so sanh thu vién vGi nhitng tro choi wa thich cia minh.

“Str dung thw vién c6 thé khién viéc hoc héi bat ky thit gi (va tat cad moi
thi?) tré nén tha vi,” cau bé viét.

“Khi ban dang & trong mét thw vién dé nghién cttu mot deé tai chinh la ban
dang choi tro choi san tim kho bau, tim kiém nhitng manh méi va phan
thwdng trong tirng trang sach thay vi trén gac xép hay san sau nha.”

Cau viét hét y nay dén y khac.

Cau két thac bai van vGi mot két bai gon gang.

Cau tham chi con kiém tra c6 16i chinh ta hay khong (nhitng hai lan).

Nhuwng Akimi da dang.

“Co rat xin 10i, Kyle,” c6 Cameron néi khi Kyle mang bai ludn cta cau bé
1én nop vao cudi ngay. “Co rat an twogng voi no Iyc cda tro. Nhung han chot
nop bai la vao sang nay. Luat la luat. Cling giong nhw nhitng diéu 1€ trong
nhitng tro cd ban ma tro dé cap téi trong bai luan nay day.”

No6i ngan gon la c6 da dai vao tay Kyle 14 tham Lui Lai Nam Tram Buéc.

Nhung Kyle khong bé cudc don gian nhuw thé.

Cau nhé dén ho6i me cau viét mot birc thw téi Nha may Tri Twdng tuwong
ctia ngai Lemoncello khi Kyle va hai anh ctia minh can mét géi cau héi mdéi
cho tro Truy tim Kho bau.

Cau van c6 thé gt tryee tiép bai luan nay dén ngai Lemoncello qua e-mail.

C6 1€ néu tdi dém nhitng bai van méi dugc cham thi Kyle van con co hoi.
Mot co hdi mong manh, nhung nay, doi lic co hoi mong manh la co hoi duy



nhat ta c6 duwgc co ma.

Vira vé dén nha, cau bé 1ap titc ngbi ngay vao mdy tinh ctia me. Cau dinh
kém bai van vao mot bitc the “wu tién s6 mot” va giti dén cho dia chi e-mail
cua ngai Lemoncello.

“Con dang lam gi vay, Kyle?” Me cau hoi khi ba bwéc vao bép va thay
cau bé dang go ban phim may tinh cua minh.

“Bai tap vé nha thoi a.”

“Bai tap vé nha? Hét tuan nay la nghi hé r6i ma.”

“Thi sao a?”

“Khong phéi con dang choi tro Diner Dash ctia me day chi?”

“Khong dau ma me. Pay la bai luan ctia con. Viét vé cai thw vién sé dzach
m&i ctia ngai Lemoncello trén pho dy.”

“0. Nghe c6 vé thd vi day. Me c6 nghe trén radio 1a t6i thi? sau nay sé c6
mot bita tiéc 16n dé chao mirng 1é khai trwong & khach san Parker House, doi
dién véi tdoa nha ngan hang cii. Y me 13, toa thw vién méi chit.”

Kyle g6 vao dong tai bit & cudi thu: “Chéau hy vong sé c6 bong béng trong
budi tiéc ngay thir sau.”

Va cau nhan gti.

“Con guri bai luan cho ai vay?” Me cau hoi. “Co giao a?”

“Khong phdi dau. Con gwi thang t6i ngai Lemoncello luén. Mat cong mo
mam mat chiat nhung con da tim thay dia chi e-mail ctia 6ng ay trén trang
web cua cong ty tro choi.”

“That khong? An twong ddy.” Me xoa dau Kyle.

“Con biét khong, sang nay me da néi vdi bo: ‘Kyle hoan toan c6 thé thong
minh nhw Curtis va tap trung nhw Mike — khi nao ma con chiu dat tam tri con
vao mot chuyén gi do.”

Kyle mim cuoi. “Cam on me.”

Nhung nu cwdi ctia cau vut tat khi mot tifng PONG! vang 1én bao cau



rang c6 e-mail mai.

Thu ctia ngai Lemoncello.

Nhung n6 1a mot 1a thw tra 101 tw dong.

Gui nhitng nguoi yéu thich tro choi ciaa Lemoncello, Pay la hom thw
khong tra 10i. Bic the ctia ban da khéng dugce gwi. Xin dirng gwi lai, néu
khong ban sé lai nghe mot tiéng PONG! khac ma thoi. Du gi cling cdm on vi
da choi nhitng tro choi cua chung toi.



@én trrong vao thi ba, Kyle biét mdt minh phai that twoi tinh.

Cau mim cwoi trong ldc cung vaGi ca 16p di dén hoi treong dy mot budi 1é
sang dac biét. Trong budi nay, dich than ngai Luigi L. Lemoncello sé théng
bao tén nhitng ngudi chién thang trong cudc thi viét luan vira dugc to chirc.

“T6 hy vong cau sé dugc chon,” Kyle thi tham vao tai Akimi.

“Cam on nhé, t¢ cling mong thé. Nhung t6i hom do sé thiéu vui han néu
khong c6 cau cung tham gia.”

“Thu vién roi cling sé mé ctra cho tat cd moi nguwdi ma, cau c6 thé lam
hwéng dan vién dat t¢ tham quan sau.”

“Chac chan t6 sé lam vay! Néu té thang.”

“Néu cau khong thang, t¢ sé ban mot dan soc Itva vao cd6 Cameron.”

Trong budi 1é nay, khoi bay, bao gom da s6 cac hoc sinh mwoi hai tudi,
duwgc cho ngoi & hang ghé dau, gan véi san khiu. Diéu nay khién Kyle cam
thdy kha hon mot chit. it nhat clu cling c6 thé tdn mét nhin thdy ngai
Lemoncello gan that gan.

Nhung nguoi hung cua cau tham chi con khong c6 mat hom nay.

Chi c6 thay hiéu treéng; quan thw ctia truong, c6 Yunghans; va mot nguwoi
phu ni* t6c dé mang gidy cao gét ma Kyle khong biét la ai. Co6 ta ngo6i thang
dén bat thwong, nhw thé c6 ai d6 da nhét mot thanh sat nep luwng vao phia sau
bd 4o com-1€ do ruc 6 dang ban. Cap mat kinh ctia c6 dy cling do choét.

“DPé la Gido su Yanina Zinchenko!” Miguel Fernandez n6i. N6 dang ngo6i
ngay bén phai Kyle.

“La ai co?” Akimi hoi, nho ngoi ngay bén trai Kyle.

“Chi 1a nit quan thw ndi tiéng nhat toan thé gidi nay ma théi!”



“Pugc roi, cac em,” thay hiéu trudng goi tir trén buc. “Trat ty nao. Hom
nay thay c6 vinh dy dugc gidi thiéu quan thw trwedng cda thw vién cong cong
mdi cia thanh phd Alexandriaville, Gido s Yanina Zinchenko.”

Moi nguoi vo tay ran ran. Ngwoi phu nit cao rdo trong bo com-1é mau dé
bwéc téi buc.

“Chao budi sang.”

Giong c0 ta déu déu, phang phat dau dé mot chit giong Nga.

“Mudi hai nam trwedc, thanh pho nay da mat di thw vién duy nhat khi né bi
dd bé dé xay mot bai gitt xe méi. Khi dé, nhiéu nguwdi da noéi Internet khién
nhitng thw vién “cii ki” trd nén 16i thoi, va béi giit xe mdi sé thu hat khach
mua hang dén cac tiém quan 4o va do Iwu niém gan toa nha ngan hang ci.
Nhung chuyén do cling da khién cac em, nhitng hoc sinh mwdi hai tudi, chwa
bao gio biét thé nao 1a mot thw vién cong cong.”

Co nhin xuéng hang ghé dau.

“D¢ chinh 1a 1i do vi sao chiing ta sé bat dau chwong trinh doc sach mua
hé bang mot sy kién 16n. Mwdi hai hoc sinh mwdi hai tudi sé 1a nhitng nguoi
dau tién c6 co hdi kham pha nhitng diéu ki diéu trong thw vién méi. Tat
nhién, cac em can cé chit ky chap thuan cia phu huynh. Ching t6i da soan
san cho cac em nhitng t& don. Cac em ciling can chuan bi tti ngu, ban chai
danh rang, va, néu mudn, mot bo dé dy phong.”

Nguwdi phu nit mim cwdi day bi an.

“Cac em ciing can can nhac mang theo hai bo quan 4o 16t.”

Oh-kay, Kyle nghi. Diéu nay that ki quai. Nguwdi quan thw nay that sy nghi
rang nhitng hoc sinh 16p bay chwa dugc day cach di nha vé sinh hay sao?

“Budi cam trai qua dém nay sé c6 chiéu phim, d6 an, tro choi va rat nhiéu
phan thwdng. Pong thoi, moi em sé dwgc nhan mot thé tang qua tri gia nam
tram do-la dé mua sam nhitng tro choi va vat dung ctia cong ty Lemoncello.”

Troi oi. Nam tram do-la dé mua do choi? Kyle khé trugt xuong trong
chiéc ghé cau dang ngo6i. Lan sau ma cé bai tap vé nha nhu thé nay nita, cau



cam doan sé nop bai sGm!

“Va bay gio, dé gidi thiéu nhitng nguwdi chién thang, xin gidi thiéu nha tai
trg chinh thic ctia thw vién nay, bac thay thiét ké tro choi — Ngai Luigi
Lemoncello!”

Gido su Zinchenko gio tay vé phia bén tréi.

Ca hoi treong nghiéng dau nhin theo hwéng dé.

Moi nguai bat dau vo tay va huyt sao va reo ho.

Nhung khong c6 ai xuat hién trén san khau.

Tiéng vo tay nhé dan.

Va khi dé, ¢ phia d6i dién san khau, Kyle nghe thdy mot tiéng dong rat ki
la.

N6 vira giong tiéng g, vira giong tiéng chit chit phat ra moéi khi ta b6p mét
chu vit cao su.



5
@i)hia bén kia buc san khau, mét chiéc giay hinh trai chu6i dang bi 10t vo
hién ra sau canh ga.

Khi né cham dat, chiéc giay lai phat ra cai thi¢ tiéng nitra-g-ntra-chit-chit
do.

Khi chiéc giay chu6i thi hai cham san, Kyle nhin 1én va kia r6i — ngai
Lemoncello! Tay chan ctia 6ng ay dai thong va nhin c6 vé hom hem. Ong ay
van mot bo com-1é den vGi mét chiéc ca vat dé chée. Chiéc nén rong vanh
mau den ngy xéo xeo trén mai dau xoan tit va bac trang. Kyle ng6i sat t&i
mic cau bé c6 thé nhin thdy doi mat den nhv than dang lap lanh cia ngai
Lemoncello.

Pat chan rat can than, ngai Lemoncello tién dén buc phat biéu. Tiéng chit
chit phat ra tiv giay ong ay duong nhw thay déi cao do tuy theo nhip chan
manh nhe ra sao. Ngai ay thém vai bwdc nhdy nhanh, nhdy 1én mot cai, réi
mot budc nhip chan doi, va ding thé — doi giay ctia ngai kéu chin chit thanh
mot ban nhac luon.

“Bum, Con Chon Bién Mat".”

Ngai nhdy phoc 1én buc phat biéu dung ngay khi 6ng cat tiéng “bum”.

Ca hoi trrong vo tay nhw dién.

Ngai Lemoncello dang tay cti chao mot cach lich sy va néi, mot cach rat
nhe nhang, “Céan on. Can on. Can on zat nhiu.”

Ong cti xudng, t6i mitc miéng dng gan nhw cham vao chiéc micro.

“Sin trao, cac zau zai va-um zdu gai.” Ngai dy rut ré noéi, rat cham rai.
“Pey za cach ma um-me cua ta za uh-cha cua ta zay ta néi cai thit-uh tiéng
Anh.”



Ong bdng nhtich nhich hai céi tai mot cai that manh, réi w&n nguc ra va
ding thang lung lén.

“Nhwng may thay,” giong ngai bong trd nén tu tin va ro rang, “ta tim dwgc
dén thue vién cong cong cta thanh pho Alexandriaville, noi mét nguwdi phu nit
rat tot bung, ba Gail Tobin, da gitup ta c6 thé néi duwgc ca nhitng cau siéu khé
nhu ‘Ludc hot vit 1on, ludc 16n hot vit lac, an hot vit lac, ludc lai hot vit 1on
lai ludc 16n hot vit lac.” Ta cling c6 thé néi rd rang khi trong cay chudi hay
lan dwgi nudc, nhung hom nay cac chau sé khong c6 co hoi dugc chiém
nguwong nhitng man trinh dién d6 dau, vi ta mdi giat ui bd com-1é dang hoang
va khong mudn n6 bi wét.”

* Tén mot bai hat.

Ngai Lemoncello nhtin nhdy khap san khdu nhw mot con chau chdu dang
phan chan.

“Bay gio, cac chau thiéu nhi a, xin thit 16i cho 1do gia nay vi goi nhu thé —
nhung danh chiu thoi, ta van chwa nhé dwgc hét tén cua tat ca cac chau, mac
du ta dang c6 hoc thudc chiing — thit doan xem cac chau sé kham pha dwoc
nhitng diéu diéu ki gi trong thw vién méi toanh ctia cac chau nao, tat nhién la
ngoai trir toan bo nhirng kién thitc cac chau can dé lam bat ky thi gi trén doi
troi dat ma cac chdu muon va can phai lam?”

Chdng ai cét noi 1én 16i. Moi nguoi ai cling da bi mé hodc béi nhitng 10i
nghe nhu hat cua ngai Lemoncello.

“Liéu n6 c6 thé la: A) Nhitng cha ro-bot gitp viéc lang 1é lwét quanh
nhitng ngan ké khong 16 dé sap xép lai sach vd, B) Trung tam Tra cttu Dién
tir v6i hang t& man hinh plasma dwgc cai san chwong trinh 1ai may bay gia
dinh va nhitng game dién t&* mang tinh gido duc, hay la C) Mai vom Ki diéu?
Puoc trang bi muwdi man hinh khong 16, c6 thé khién ca toa thw vién nhu mot
chiéc tén Itra phong vt vao vii tru bao la!”

“Phong tro choi!” Ai do hét 1én.

“Nguoi may!”



“Mai vom!”

Ngai Lemoncello phong lai buc phat biéu va kéu ru ri vao chiéc micro.

“Xin 16i. Pap an ding la D) Tat ca nhitng lwa chon trén!”

Pam déng nhvw mudn n6 tung.

Ngai Lemoncello lvgn mot vong tao nha, nhe nhang duwng lai ngay trudc
mat quan thu ctia minh.

“Gido su Zinchenko? Co6 c6 thé vui long dwa cho t6i mwoi hai tdm thé thw
vién dau tién cta ching ta khong?”

Pa dén thoi khac cong bd tén ctia nhitng ngwoi chién thang cudc thi viét
luan.

Gido su Zinchenko dat mot xdp thé lang coéng 1én buc trréc mat ngai
Lemoncello.

“Nhitng nguoi duge doc tén,” 6ng ay la to, “hdy tién 1én day ditng canh ta.
Miguel Fernandez.”

“Tuyét!” Miguel nhay cang lén sung suwéng.

“Akimi Hughes.”

“Whoo-hoo.”

Kyle that long cam thdy rat phan khich khi hai dita ban ctia cau dwoc
xuwéng tén lén dau tién.

“Andrew Peckleman, Bridgette Wadge, Sierra Russell, Yasmeen Smith-
Snyder.”

Yasmeen ru lén khi tén con bé dugc goi.

“Sean Keegan, Haley Daley, Rose Vermette, va Kayla Corson.”

Muoi dira tré, tat cd déu bang tudi Kyle, dang ditng trén san khau ngang
hang véi than twgng ctia cau bé, ngai Lemoncello. Con cau thi khong. Chi
con hai cai tén nita thoi.

Nhu thé doc duwgc suy nghi cua cau, ngai Lemoncello néi, “Chi con hai cai
tén,” va go go 1én hai chiéc thé mdi cau trén buc. “Charles Chiltington.”



“Chua o1, that sao?” N6 phong vot 1én san khiu va bat 1ay bat dé tay cta
ngai Lemoncello. “Cam on ngai. Pay qua that la mot vinh hanh to 16n. Chau
that sy nghi vay day.”

“0, cam on Charles. Nhung cho ta xin lai cai tay cai. TAm thé cuéi cing
van dang nam cho dai c6 & day nay.”

“Tat nhién, thva ngai. Nhung chdu muon nhac lai 1a chau rat néng long
duwgc qua dém trong thw vién, hay nhw cach chau néi, kho tang kién thitc vo
gia cia nhan loai. Bé&i vi, cling nhw chau da dé cap trong bai luan, moi khi
ban m& mot trang sach, ban mé rong canh ctra s6 ctia tam hon!”

Cudi cung, Charles-ké-bg-dit cling bo tay ngai Lemoncello ra va ditng ra
xép hang véi nhitng ngudi chién thang khac.

“Nguwoi cudi cung nhung ciing khong kém phan quan trong,” ngai
Lemoncello xwdng vang, “Kyle Keeley.”

Kyle khong thé tin vao tai minh. Phdi chang cau van con dang ngay kho
kho trén giwvong va day chi la mét gidc mo.

Nhung roi Akimi vay tay goi Kyle 1én nhap bon.

Kyle chodng vang budc 1én san khau. Ngai Lemoncello trao cho Kyle tdim
thé thw vién. Tén ctia cau va con s6 mudi hai dwge in ngay ngan & mat tredc.

Mt sau in hai bia sach: Rét 1a yéu con, Ham Hoi va Am ap Gia dinh.

“Cung nhau chup mét bitrc anh nao moi ngwoi,” thay hiéu truédng ho 16n.

Khi 6ng thg anh sap xép vi tri cho moi nguwdi xong, Kyle nhan ra minh
dang ding ngay sat ngai Lemoncello.

Cau bé nuét nwdc miéng cai we. “Chau la mot fan by a,” Kyle néi, giong
run run.

“Cam on chau nhiéu. Ma nhac lai cho ta nhé — tén chau 1a?”

“Chau ten Kyle, thra ngai. Kyle Keeley.”

“A, ding roi. Cau bé da chitng minh didu ma ta ludn tin 1a diing: trd choi

"’

nay van con dai khi chwa c6 ai thang cugc. PONG



(.g{yle nén nao chd tdi lic ké cho ca nha nghe vé tin titc tuyét voi nay.

“Con thang cu0c thi viét luan roi!” Cau bé chia cai thé thu vién bong
loang cua minh ra cho moi nguwoi xem.

“Chuic mung con!” Me cdu bé reo 1én.

“Xuat sac!” Cha vo vai Kyle mot cai that manh.

Hai thang anh ctia cau bé, Curtis va Mike, lai hitng thd hon v6i tdm thé
con lai cia Kyle hon: tdim thé qua tang tri gia nam tram do6-la ctia ngai
Lemoncello.

“No6 con han dén mudi hai thang 1an,” Kyle noi.

“Nhung phéi dung né ngay bay gio,” Mike nai.

“Chung ta hay dén tiém do6 choi ngay toi nay dé chi em mua ngay cho anh
bd Hockey Tam Than ctia ngai Lemoncello.”

“Em khong di dugc.”

“Tai sao khong?”

“Em phai trinh thé thuw vién cta em & cita hang dé ho chap nhan cho st
dung thé qua tdng nay.”

“Thi saon?”

“Um, anh khong nhé a? Em dang bi cdm tic ma.”

“Con biét khong, Kyle,” cha liéc mat nhin me dang khé gat dau, “vi con
da rat quyét tam va lam dwgc mot bai luan tuyét voi, cha me nghi an cam tic
ctia con c6 thé dirng ¢ day.”

“That khong a?”

“That.”



Ca cha va me déu mim cudi vdi Kyle.

Nhu nu cwoi khi Mike thang mot tran bong bau duc hay Curtis dat giai
trong hoi cho khoa hoc.

Sau bita t6i, ca nha Kyle leo 1én chiéc xe tai con cta gia dinh va thang tién
dén tiém do choi.

“Tro hockey cua ngai Lemoncello 1a hét sdy,” Mike néi oang oang trong
xe. “Nhat la khi mdy con chim canh cut x@ tui gau Bac Cyc.”

“Em lai thich m6t b cd ban c6 dién hon,” Curtis tram ngam. “Co thé la
Cudc Hanh hvong Ky thu dén mitc Ky la ctia ngai Lemoncello.”

“Tro choi ay 14y chu dé tiv Kinh thanh a?” Cha hoéi.

“Khong han a,” Curtis trd 10i, “mac du cuén Kinh Thanh, dac biét la ban
dich rat hiém ctia Gutenberg, 1a mot trong nhitng kho bau ngwdi choi phai cat
cong tim bé&i muc tiéu cta tro choi la san lung nhitng cudén sach c6 quy gia
dwoc viét bai...”

“L{i chim canh cut trong Hockey Tam Than khong phai 1a tir Pittsburgh”
nhu trong gidi nha nghé,” Mike ngang 16i Curtis. “Tui n6 tt* Nam Cyc. Con
mdy con gau u? Tui n6 dén tir Alaska.”

Kyle da quyét dinh chia tam thé tdng qua ctia cau ra lam nam phan bang
nhau. Tat cd moi ngudi, ké ca cha va me, déu c6 mot tram do-la dé mua sam.

Ngay khi vita budc vao tiém, cd nha tach ra va dam chim vao gitta mé
cung do choi vGi nhitng chiéc xe day cta riéng minh. Me cta ciu dang tim
ban cdi tién cta tro Con s6t Nha hang cia ngai Lemoncello.

Cha dang ngam cttu mot moén trong sé-ri tro choi lich st phirc tap tén la
Néu Nhu: Néu Nhuv quan La Ma chién thang noi chién My thi sao?

Kyle di cung vdi Mike va Curtis mot lat. Cam tdm thé qua tdng trong tay
khién Kyle chgt cdm thay minh dang nhw anh hai cta chiing.

Mike nhanh chéng tim dugc game Hockey cho chiéc PlayStation cta cau
va Curtis nhw 1én may vi cudi cung ciling tim dwgc bo Cudc Hanh hwong Ky
thi dén mitrc Ky la sau khi vat va lung suc tat ca cac ké hang.



* Doi Hockey cua thanh phé Pittsburgh c6 linh vdt la mét con chim cdnh
cut.

“Hén la anh kip 14y b0 cudi cung nay!” Curtis thot 1én va xé toac 16p giay
goi. Cau ngobi bét xudng ngay gilta ctra hang va mé toang bd ban cd ra. “Nhin
nay, ta bat dau tr thv vién nay va di vao phong doc sach. Sau dé ta phai Ién
cau thang va chon moét trong muwdi gian phong dé tham hiém. Moi gian phong
sé hoi mot cau hoi vé bat ki cuon sach nao...”

“Um, me kéu em kia,” Kyle noi. “Chac me can tdm thé nay dé tinh tién
roi. Bi tredc nha!”

Roi Kyle v0i chuon di.

“Ctra hang sé dong ctra trong mwdoi lam phat nita,” loa cta tiém dé choi
thong bao.

Kyle voi phéng ngang doc nhitng day ké va chup 1dy mdy bo co ban ma
cau van chwa c6, bao gom tro Con Ngua sat La thwong ctia ngai Lemoncello
—nguoi choi sé phai xdy mot duong sat xuyén chau luc cho may dau tau con
con (chung phi ra ca khoi) chay trén do.

Lic Kyle dang nham tinh xem liéu minh c6 xai 16 mot tram do-la chwa thi
Charles Chiltington bong xuat hién véi mot xe day day nhéc véi mot dong tro
choi tri gia nam tram do-la cua né. Game chong chat 1én game nhiéu t6i mitc
day tran. Nhitng Cau d6 Anh Ky quan Thé giéi ctia ngai Lemoncello, mot
trong nhitng tro wa thich cia Kyle, dang vat véo trén dinh ctia ngon nui do
choi dé.

“Chao, Keeley,” Chiltington cuoi khay. N6 liéc nhin xuong ba hop tro
choi dang nam dwéi day chiéc xe day cta Kyle. “Méi bat dau mua théi ha?”

“Khong. Tao chia thé qua tang vai ca nha tao.”

“That 4? Thoi thi, ngu thi chiu, nhi?”

Kyle dang tinh tra 10i thi Chiltington da chan hong, “Tao phdi di r6i. Co gi
thit sau nay gap nhé.” Kyle khong chac chan mot tram phan trdm, nhung cé
vé thang nhai Charles cé thi tham “thdng bat tai” khi né vira quay lung di.



Kyle v0i vang chay dén quay tinh tién cho kip gio dong ctra cta ctra hang.
Khi cau bé chay qua ban dich vu khach hang, cau thdy Haley Daley.

“Khong ma,” Kyle nghe thdy Haley thi tham v&i m6t chi nhan vién & quay
Trd Hang. “Em khong muon déi nhitng moén dé6 choi nay dé tich diém cua
ctta hang. Em mu6n doi 1ay tién mat co.”

Cudi cung, Kyle cling tim thdy gia dinh minh. Cau dwa cho nhéan vién thu
ngan thé thw vién ctia minh va quet mot lan trd hét cho dong do véi tam thé
qua tdng cau nhan hoi sang.

“Con biét khong, Kyle,” cha néi khi dat ca nha dén bai dau xe, “cha me rat
tw hao vi con. Viét dwgc mot bai luan hay rat kho.”

“Biét dau sau nay con tré thanh mét nha van 16n khéng chirng,” me cau
mo mang. “Sach ctia con c6 thé dugce chat day trén nhitng ngan ké cda cai thw
vién m6i do.”

“Cam on nhiéu nha em trai,” Curtis vira n6i vita 6m chat bo tro choi Cudc
Hanh Huong mdi ctia minh.

“Yeah,” Mike xoa dau Kyle that manh. “Chui em tuyét lam. No6 lyc ca
nhan da mang lai chién thang cho ca doi nhi?”

“Chién thang tuyét nhat ctia gia dinh ta tredc gio,” cha dua.

Kyle dang tan hwdng giay phut huy hoang hiém hoi cia cdu. Hom nay,
cau nhr mot 6ng gia Noel tdng qua cho tat ca moi ngwoi. Khi nhitng ngay sau
cham chap tr6i qua, dém thi sau va lé khai mac thw vién ciing bat dau goi
cho Kyle nhé dén Giang Sinh: 1au lac nhw thé sé khong bao gio dén.

Nhwng cudi cung, ching ciing da dén.



"(Oiéc the nay mi 1a tiée chit,” me ciia Kyle thot 1én khi ba nhén tay Iy
mot phan thit x6ng khéi cudon tém dwoc phuc vu b&i mét anh boi ban lich 1am
trong bo do vét lang mudt.

Kyle va cha me minh dang du bita tiéc khai trvong thu vien Lemoncello
trong phong tiéc dong dic cta khach san Parker House. Khach san nay nam
ngay doi dién Ngan Hang L.a Vang cii va m6t ddy toan cao 6¢ van phong, ctra
hang lwu niém va quan &o, va mét nha hang nhé tén la Pho Cé.

“Con di tim Akimi nhé,” Kyle thong bao.

“INo6i con bé, cha me chiic mirng n6, nhé!” me noi.

“Cha me ciing tw hao vi con bé 1am,” cha goi vdi theo.

Kyle len 16i gitta mot bién nguwdi van dé da hoi 1ap la 1ap lanh.

Mac du cha me Kyle da mac nhitng bo dé cuc ki dep dé du tiéc, Kyle chi
mdc do don gian dé c6 thé “thodi mai ngao du” trong thw vién, nhw dugc ghi
trong sach hwéng dan sy kién cau nhan dwgc hom thit twr.

Cau mang theo mot tii nga va mot chiéc va li nhé chita mot bo do deé thay,
ban chai va kem danh rang, va tat nhién, hai cai quan sip dv phong nhw Gido
s Zinchenko da noi.

Kyle thdy Sierra Russell dang ng6i mot minh trong géc phong tiéc. C6 vé
nhu me ctia nho khong c6 mat.

Sierra, nhv moi khi, lai dang chii miii vao mét cudn sach. Kyle ngan
ngam lac dau. Con nho nay dang sap qua dém & trong mot toa nha day sach
ma n6 van chon sach thay vi do an va nwdc ngot mién phi € hé xung quanh.
DPring la khiing.

Haley Daley dién mot bo vay lap lanh. C6 nang dang lam kiéu cho ca ritng



thg chup hinh muén chup anh ¢6 nang. Me cta né ciing dang & bita tiéc nay
luén. Bé y thay nhitng 6ng kinh dang huwéng hét vé phia con gai minh, ba
Daley nhanh tay go6i may cai banh kep thit ga vao khan an va bé tot vo tui
xach tay.

ROi Kyle nhin thdy Charles Chiltington. Céi thang t6i nghiép chac khong
doc ky huédng dan yéu cau ban do thoai mai. N6 van dang ban quan ka ki va
ao vét nhu thuong ngay, y chang 6ng ba né. Kyle doan rang nha Chiltington
chdc han phai c6 dén ba tram cai quan xép li bong loang nhu thé.

“Hey, Kyle!” Akimi vay tay goi cau tir bén cai thap rwgu trai cdy cong
vong.

“Hey,” Kyle chao lai.

“Cau c6 nhd mang theo thé thw vién khong day?”

“Tat nhién.” Kyle 16i tdm thé ra khai tai.

“La nhi,” Akimi néi. “May twa sach sau tdm thé cua t@ khac ctia cau nay.
Mot con, Hai con Ca xanh ca do cua Giao su Seuss va Chin cau truyén cua
J.D.Salinger.”

“Chac giong thé bong chay ay ma,” Kyle gat gu.

“Khong cai nao la giong cai nao ca.”

“E, cac cau!” Miguel Fernandez hdm nay con nhiét tinh hon mic binh
thwong (von da rat rat la nhiéu), chen lan x0 day dé nhap bon véi hai dira.
“Cac cau thir mdy cai banh pho mat xop nay chwa?”

“Thoi,” Kyle lac dau. “Té chi ddm an may mén quen thudc thoi.”

“‘May cai banh pho mat x6p’ that ra c6 tén la banh tri'ng Phap,” Andrew
Peckleman tién lai ng6i chung véi ca bon.

“U htt,” Kyle dap. “Biét vay cling t6t.”

Mot anh boi ban di ngang qua véi mot khay chita day nhitng hop nhé banh
quy Xép chit cua ngai Lemoncello.

“O, mén khoai khau cuaa td,” Kyle lay m6t hop va mé no ra. “May cai



banh sé c6 hinh chit cdi. Cau phai xem coi n6 ghép lai dvgc bao nhiéu tw.”

“Pinh,” Miguel boc mot nam tay day banh tit hop cua Kyle ra. “Ching
con ngon lanh nita chw.”

“Um,” Kyle tan thanh. “Nhung cang dn nhiéu thi tro choi sé& cang khé.”

“Sao thé?” Andrew Peckleman to mo.

“Thi con it chi® hon,” Akimi trd 161, nhén 1dy mot chit “T” va mét chit “N”
bo vao miéng. “Mmm... Vi Thit nwéng.”

Kyle xép hét nhitng cai banh con lai ra tay cia cau bé: I V E U V. Cau
mim cudi khi nhan ra cau xép chit nay qua dé. “VUI VE. Chuan.”

“Quy ong va quy ba? Cac co bé va cau bé?” Giao su Zinchenko trong bo
com-1é doé chéi budc dén gitta khan phong. “Xin hay chu y! Ngai Lemoncello
sé c6 madt ¢ day sau it phut nita va c6 doi 1oi phat biéu. Sau dé, toi sé ho téng
muoi hai ngwoi chién thang trong cudc thi viét luan qua duwong dé dén thw
vién. Vi thé nén h&i cac em, t6i dé nghi cac em hay an udng cho that no nhé.
P06 an va nwdc uong bi cdm trong khudn vién thw vién, ngoai trir quan ca phé
X6 Sach ¢ tang trét.”

Miguel voi va tong thém may cai banh pho mai x6m x6p vao miéng.

Sau khi cho rang khéng c6 ai nhin minh, ba Daley 1én bé thém mot mé
thit heo xong khoi cudn tdom vao trong tui xach tay.

Akimi lay thém mdy que banh xoan nhiing s6-c6-la.

“Cau khong tinh l1ay thém d6 an a?” N6 héi Kyle.

“Thoi khéi. Té chi thich mén nao choi dwgc ma thoi.”

“Mot diéu cudi,” Gido su Zinchenko thong bao.

“Chung t6i han nhién la muén cac em vui choi thodi mai dém nay. Thé
nhung, t6i muon cac em tuan theo mot quy tac: Nhe tay. Nhe tay khi choi véi
nhau, va dac biét nhe tay vdi nhitng cudn sach va do trung bay cuaa thw vién.
Céac em c6 thé lam diéu do vi to6i khong?”

“Vang a!” Tat ca nhitng hoc sinh thang cudc la to ngoai trir Charles



Chiltington. N6 n6i vdi giong trich thuong, “Em da twong tan quy tac roi.”

“Hén la trong thw vién c6 tir dién,” Akimi thi tham.

“Chu yéu vi do la cach duy nhat dé hiéu coi thang nhai Chilington ndi cai
giong gi.”

Bong nhién, tat ca nhitng ngwoi 16n trong khan phong dong loat vo tay.
Ngai Lemoncello dém nay nhin nhw mot hat dau xanh véi dudi ao vét lung
ling phia sau va ddi trén dau mot cai nén ti hon cta linh cita héa. Ong buéc
vao khan phong bang 16i ctra phu.

“Cam on, cam on,” 6ng noi 16n, kéo cai mii ti hon dan ra dé chao dap lai
sy nhiét tinh cua dam dong.

“Cac vi tir té qua.”

Khi 6ng bo tay ra, chiéc mii kéu mot tiéng TACH that to va bat lai chd cil.

“Nhu Gido s Zinchenko da thong bdo, t6i mudn c6 doéi 10i véi cac vi.
Ching nhw sau: ‘ngan gon,” ‘ghi nhé,” va ‘quan sip.” Hay danh mdt phat dé
nh¢ lai nhitng dong van bat tit cia Gido su Seuss: ‘Cang doc nhiéu, ta cang
biét nhiéu. Cang hoc nhiéu, ta cang di xa.” Cac chau thiéu nhi...”

Ngai Lemoncello dang tay chi vé phia ctra 16n cia khan phong.

“Pa dén luc ta bang qua duwong roi. Mot thw vién mdi toanh dang nam do
chd cac chau day.”



Q%éo hitc chd xem thw vién méi c6 gi, mudi hai nguoi chién thang nhanh
chéng xép hang sau lung Gido suw Zinchenko.

“L6i nay, cac em,” nguwoi quan thw treéng noi.

“Theo t06i.”

Pbam dong ho reo khi 1i tré hanh quan ra khoi khan phong, dita nao dira
ndy tay nam chat chiéc tii nga va va li. Tiéng reo ho ngay cang to hon (thém
ca vai tiéng huyt sdo) khi bon tré t&i sanh khach san va di qua canh ctra xoay
16n dé ra duong.

Thu vién c6ng cong méi, véi mot mai vom 16n bang vang choang dén mot
ntra khu pho, twra lwvng vao nhitng toa van phong kiéu cti phia sau, dai hon ntra
con dwong. Thuw vién la mot toa nha ba tang, kién c¢6 nhuw mot phao dai.
Nhitng cai cot dugce thiét ké thanh hinh gay sach, vi nhitng bitc twong khong
c6 ctra s6 da dugce son phét thanh mot hang sach khong 16 xép ngay ngan trén
ké.

“Nhin n6 y nhw dén than Hy Lap ay,” Miguel noi.

“V&i ké sach 16n nhat thé gigi,” Sierra Russell thém vao. Nhé nay cubi
cung cling chiu cat cuén sach vao ba I6.

Hai dai bang ron tim dai chang ngang duwong tao thanh mot 16i di téi chiéc
tham do, tdm tham trdi trén nhitng bac thang di 1én 16i vao cé kién tric mai
vom khong 16, cing v6i mot canh ctra vao lam hoan toan bang sat (va con co
hinh tron nita chit.) Kyle toét miéng cwoi khi nhin thdy nhitng chum bong
béng dugc treo ngay trén tay vin cau thang.

Mot ga twdng ta Iyc lwdng — cao gan hai mét va chac nang chirng ca tram
ky — mang kinh ram va mac do khoac den dang dirng ngay trwéc canh cira



tron.

Nhin gan hon, canh ctta c6 nhitng can xoay 16n nhuw banh lai cia tau
ngam. Ga vé si khong 10 tét toc thanh nhitng lon dai pha mat.

“Cai ctrta nay nhin la vay?” Haley Daley chen lén trudc hoi. “Nhin y nhw
ctra sat khéa ham tién cia ngan hang ay.”

“N6 chinh la canh ctra cii ctia ham tién cia Ngan Hang La Vang,” Gido suw
Zinchenko binh than tra 10i. “N6é nang hai muoi tdn day.”

Akimi quay qua va néi nhé, “B6 t@ thiét ké khung cho canh ctra d6 dé.
Ng6 xem may cai ban lé kia.”

Kyle gat gu nguong mo.

“Tai sao lai xay cai ctra sat nhw thé a?” Kayla Corson 1én tiéng héi.

“Bai vi,” Gido sw Zinchenko gidi thich, “vao mot budi chiéu thit bay am
dam hoi ngai Lemoncelllo con bang tudi cac em, 6ng dy dang lam thém & thw
vién cii trén dudng Market. Ong ay da qua didm chim vao nhitng suy tu cia
minh dén mitrc 6ng khong nhan ra tiéng coi canh sat ha khi hé théng bao trom
cta ngan hang nay dugc kich hoat. Canh ctta sat nay nhac nhé ching ta rang:
Nhitng suy nghi ctia ching ta dugc bao vé tuyét doi an toan trong thu vién
nay. Ké cd mot vu trom ngan hang ciing khong thé quay ray ching dugc.”

Miguel nhiét tinh gat dau hwdng tng. N6 cé thé thdy dugc moi lién hé
“Céanh ctra sat cling dong thoi gitt cho kho bau quy gia nhat ctia ching ta an
toan.”

“Ma sao chau chang thdy cdi ctta s6 nao hét vay nhi?” Andrew Peckleman
thac mac. “C6 thé ngay xwa ngan hang thiét ké vay dé chong trom dét nhap,
nhung tai sao ¢6 chd khong gan thém cita s6 khi xay thw vién nay?”

“MGt thu vién khong can civa s6, Andrew a. Chiing ta ¢c6 mu6n van cuén
sach trong day, ching la ctra s6 mé& ra nhitng thé gidi ma ching ta chwa bao
gio0 ddam mo twdng tGi.”

“Moi khi ban m@ mot trang sach, ban mé& rong canh ctra s6 cta tdm hon,”
Charles Chiltington vdi va xen vao. “Do la diéu chau ludn néi téi day a.”



Gido su Zinchenko rut ra mot tdim thé mau do loe. “Truwdc khi chiing ta bat
dau, cac ban hay nghe ky diéu sau day. ‘Thé thw vién la chiéc chia khoa van
nang duy nhat ma cac ban can’,” c6 néi. “Cac nhan vién thw vién lubn tic
trire ¢ day dé san sang giup cac ban tim bat ki thit gi cac ban mu6n.”

Gido su mim cwoi va dat tam thé ngay ngan lai vao tui do. C6 huéng vé ga
vé si va noi, “Clarence? Anh sé thyc hién vinh dy nay chit?”

“Rat san long, Giao su Z.”

Clarence xoay mot cai banh lai khéng 106, van mot cai thit hai va bé mot
cai thit ba. Canh ctta hai mwoi tan tr tit mé ra, khong mot tiéng dong.

Skekk

Thi dau tién Kyle nhin thay la mot dai phun nwéc 16n bang da cam thach
trang dang ti tach chay.

O giita ho 1a mot bitc twgng c& ngudi that ctia ngai Lemoncello dang diing
trén mot 1a hoa hué 16n. Pau cta bitc twgng nguwdc 1én troi dé nudce tiw trong
do6 ban ra thanh mgt duwong cung.

Kyle doc thay trén bé birc twgng mot dong chit da duwgc ti mi khac vao:
KIEN THUC KHONG PUQC SE CHIA SE CHIM VAO QUEN LANG. -
LUIGI L.

LEMONCELLO.

Phia bén kia ho nwéc 1a mot 16i di véi mai vom cao bén trén. Phia cudi 16i
di la mot can phong chat kin ban ghé.

Sau khi moi ngudi déu da vao sanh, Giao sw Zinchenko quay qua ga vé si.

“Clarence?”

Clarence dong céanh ctra lai. Kyle c6 thé nghe rd tiéng banh rang va vao
nhau, tiéng lach cach cia nhitng chot khéa va mot tiéng “am” 16n vang vong
khap sanh khi canh cita duwgc khoa chat lai vi tri ban dau.

“Wow!” Miguel tram tr6. “DPuing la ‘ndi bat xuat, ngoai bat nhap’”.

“Toi sé & trong trung tam diéu khién, Gido su Z,” ga vé si thong béo.



“Tot, Clarence.”

ROi ga bién mat phia sau mgt canh ctra mau do.

“Cac em,” c6 quan thu noéi, “dau tién, chiing ta sé dén phong tron doc
sach.”

Trong khi ca bon bat dau ua vao can phong hinh tron vi dai, Kyle li€c nhin
ké sach trung bay ngay bén canh canh ctra dé. Mot tdm bién trén ké ghi “Lua
chon cia quan thw: Sach dang nhé nhat.” C& mot ta cudn sach dugc sap xép
trén bon ngan.

Mot bia sach & ngdn dwédi cung khién Kyle chd y. Trén bia sach 1a hinh
mot cau tha béng bau duc mang s6 mudi chin dang lay da dé ném bong. Kyle
ghi nhd twra sach vao dau — Bén trong chiéc tti: Johnny Unitas va toi. Sang
mai, khi cudc phiéu lwu nay két thic, cau bé cé thé dung thé thw vién dé
muon cudn nay vé cho Mike.

“Wow!”

Tat ca 1l tré 6 1én kinh ngac khi ching buwéc vao phong doc sach tron va
nguwdc nhin 1én tran nha. Ca tran nha nhw vii tru nhin qua kinh thién van
Hubble: m6t dam may bui vii tru dang tich tu, mét dai ngan ha day sao lap
lanh, va nhitng thién thach dang phong vut qua tran nha.

“Ooh!”

Vii tru bong nhién tan mat va muwdi man hinh riéng ré bat dau chiéu nhitng
hinh anh ruve rd sac mau.

“P¢ chinh la muwdi phan loai trong hé thap phan Dewey,” Miguel thi tham,
giong khiép dam. “Thay cai man hinh dang chiéu N hoang Cleopatra, ga
dan 6ng dang leo nii va con tau Viking bang Iwét trén bién khong? D6 1a s6
thi t 900 dén 999. Lich st va Dia ly.”

“Ghe that,” Kyle cam than.

Ngay dwdi muwdi man hinh 16n 1a nhitng hoc twdng mai cong, bén trong
chiéu nhitng bitc twgng 3D sang nhd nhd mot mau xanh ma mi.

“D6 la cong nghé trinh chiéu la-de 3D d6,” Andrew Peckleman vira néi



vira vay tay véi mét bire twgng dang vay tay lai vai no.

Can phong phia duwéi mai vom rong khtung khiép.

N6 c6 hinh tron, mét chiéc ban tron @ gitta, xung quanh la ban doc sach
x€ép thanh bon vong tron.

Kyle dé y thay twong ctia hon phan ntra can phong doc sach dwogc phu kin
bdi nhitng ké sach cao dén tan tran nha. Mot nita con lai c6 nhitng hang ban
cong trén tang hai va ba, lam Kyle nhé dén cai giéng troi & mot khach san ma
Kyle va gia dinh tirng dén.

Trong lic moi ngwoi dang tram tro tredc kién triic doc dao ctia phong doc
sach, Giao su Zinchenko n6i mot cau ma Kyle da cho ca ngay:

“Bay gio, ai da san sang cho tro choi dau tién nhi?”



”C@éc em c6 thé xép hang & day ban trong gdc, ngay tredc phong doc sach
tré em kia khong?” Giao s Zinchenko néi, chi tay vé mot chiéc ban go dai &
vong ngoai cua can phong.

“Bao nhiéu em da tirng choi tro co ban kinh dién Vwon téi Dinh cao cta
ngai Lemoncello r6i nhi?”

Muoi hai ban tay phéng vut lén cao.

“Rat tot,” Gido sw Zinchenko mim cuoi.

Trén dau caa bon tré, Mai vom Ki diéu chuyén sang hinh mot dinh nai
khong 16.

“Chung ta sé choi phién ban nguai that, ba chiéu cua tro choi nay. Moéi em
sé phai tra 161 mot cau hai bat ky. Néu em nao tra 10i ding, em dé sé dugc tha
xUc xac va tién lIén s6 bwdc bang vaGi con s6 xuc xac thady duwge. Moi khi cac
em hoan thanh mot vong, cac em duwgc chuyén vao vong tron bén trong. Pi
xong vong do sé dén vong tiép theo, va cit nhw thé dén hét. Ai dén dugc chiéc
ban tron & gitta phong trwdc, ngwoi dé sé la ngwdi chién thang.”

“Nhung ¢ day dau cé vién xic xac nao dau a,” Yasmeen Smith-Snyder
thac mac.

“Co6 chit. Cac em thay tdm kinh dang boc khéi chinh giita ban kia khong?
D6 1a m6t chiéc may tinh man hinh cdm ng, hién dang m& Gng dung thay
xtc xac cua ngai Lemoncello. Chi can kéo va buing man hinh dé tha nhitng
vién xtc xac 3D.”

Gido su Zinchenko dat mot xdp thé mau do 1én ban. Nhin c¢6 nhw thé
nguoi dan chwong trinh cia mot tro choi truyén hinh nao dé dy. “Trudc khi
ching ta bat dau, c6 ai mu6n hoi gi khong?”



Charles Chiltington gio tay.

“Moi em Chiltington!”

“Nguoi chién thang sé duwgc thwdng gi a? Du gi di nita, vui la chin ma
phan thwdng la muwdi trong bat ki tro choi nao ma.”

Kyle khong han la dong y, nhung cau bé dang qua hao hitc chd tro choi
bat dau nén chang y kién y co gi.

“Phan thwéng dau tién ctia dém nay,” Gido su Zinchenko dang hang, “la
chiéc chia khéa vang dé m@ can phong ngu riéng vo cung sang trong ctia ngai
Lemoncello trén 1au ba cta thw vién. Thay vi qua dém trong tdi ngu dém nay,
nguwoi chién thang sé dwoc yén gidc trén mot chiéc giwong 16ng ém éi, vai
mot chiéc ti vi bAy mwoi hai inch va chiéc may choi game t6i tan nhat.”

Puoc r6i. Kyle han nhién quan tam dén phan thwéng dac biét do.

Xét trén nhitng cdp mat dang tron tron 1én va mot trang tiéng “ooh” va
“wow” xung quanh thi ro 1a ai cling giong nhw cau.

Giao su Zinchenko 1at tdm thé cau hoi dau tién 1én.

“Tay ném béng nao la nguwdi cudi cung thang it nhat ba mwoi tran trong
mot mua cua giai bong chay nha nghé My?”

Sau dira doan sai trede khi Kyle tim ra cau tra 101 dang.

“Denny McLain.”

“Chinh xac.”

Cau quet tay vao man hinh, tha dvgc muoi nut va budc qua muoi cai ban.

“Chiéc tau nao ctia Hai quan Hoa Ky tirng bi bat gitt béi quan doi Bac
Triéu Tién?”

Miguel xudt sac tra 16i: “Tau USS Pueblo.” N6 buéc duge mudi hai budc.

“Apollo 8 la tau khong gian dau tién dat dwgc thanh twu gi?”

Akimi, Andrew Peckleman va Kayla Corson déu tra 10i sai.

Nhung Charles Chiltington biét cau tra 19i: “N6 la tau khong gian dau tién
bay quanh mat trang.”



“Chinh xac.”

Chiltington tha dwgc nam nut, ditng cudi cung trong ba dita.

Cau hoi tiép theo ctia Kyle khé hon nhiéu so véi nhitng cau tredc:

“Ai la nguoi noi tiéng vdi cau noi, ‘Téng nd vao tu di, Danno’?”

“Um, nhan vat nao do trong sé-ri phim truyén hinh Hawaii Five-0?”

“Cau tra 10i chuwa ro.”

“Uh, cai 6ng ma c6 mai toc bong mugt. Pé nhé xem, Jack Lord?”

“Hoan toan chinh xac.”

Kyle thd phao. On Chua, cau va b6 lau lau van ngoi xem lai nhitng sé-ri
phim truyén hinh ctia nhitng nam 1960.”

Nhung khi Kyle do6 xtc xac, van may cua Kyle chot di nghi mat. Kyle do
ra hai dau tron do va tién 1én hai buéc ngan ngun.

Trong lic do, Miguel bi loai v&i mot cau hoéi lién quan dén Barbra
Streisand. (Kyle cting khong r0 1a ai.) R6i Charles Chiltington virgt mat Kyle
v&i bai hat cia nhom Beatles “Jude than yéu 0i” va d6 dugc mudi hai niit.

Tro choi tiép tuc khi Kyle va Chiltington la hai nguwdi choi duy nhat con
lai va tra 10i ding hét cau nay dén cau khac, lién tuc budc quanh phong dén
khi cé hai déu da dén vong ban trong cung — chi con sau buwdc nita la dén ban
cta Gido su Zinchenko va chién thang. Kyle tham cam on la cau va me da
choi rat nhiéu tré do vui nhw thé nay — v6i nhitng 14 cau hoi cue ky cii ki.

“Kyle, day la cau hai tiép theo danh cho em: Bai hat nao da gitup bo phim
Bac si Lam it thing giai thwéng ctia vién han 1am dién anh?”

Kyle nhiu may. Cau c6 by phim nay. Mot cudn bang cat-sét cli ma me
tirng mua trong mot héi chg do ci.

Pang tiéc la nha Kyle khong con may nao chay bang céat-sét ca. Nhung du
Kyle chira xem bo phim d6 bao gig, cau cling da doc dong muc luc 6 vang
dan trén chiéc bang cat-sét dé vai lan roi.

“Um, bai ‘Hay noi chuyén vdi loai vat’?”



“Chinh xac.”

Kyle thé phao nhe nhom.

“Po6 xuc xac di, em Keeley.”

Kyle dé.

Lai mot do6i hai nut nita. Cau bé tién 1én vén ven hai buéc. Bay gio chi con
bon budc nita 1a chién thang roi.

“Em Chiltington, day la cau hoi ctia em: Ai dwgc bau lam téng thong My
nam 1968?”

“Em tin rang do la ngai Richard Milhous Nixon.”

“Va em da c6 mot cau tra 10i chinh xac.”

Chiltington chang can dgi c6 quan thw nhac. N6 bing man hinh mot cai
that manh.

“A ha! Hai con sau nita r6i.” Thing nhdi di chuyén quanh vong ban cudi
cung, vira di vira nhip chan vira bay dat dém, du ai cting biét mwdi hai nut la
dw xang dé mang no6 qua vach chién thang.

“Chtc mirng, em Chiltington,” Gido sw Zinchenko dwa cho né chiéc chia
khoa vang ctia phong ngu rieng.

“Em la ngudi chién thang dau tién ctia dém nay.”

“Cam on co, thra Gido su Zinchenko. Em that long biét on vo van.”

“Chtc mirng cau, Charles,” Kyle néi. “So6 dzach!”

“Cau nén bat dau quen vai chuyén thua cudc di, Keeley,” n6 ha giong dé
chi c6 may dita tré nghe duoc.

“Toi la ngwoi nha Chiltington. Bon nay khong bao gio thua.”



@/M‘lﬁ’ng gi xay ra tiép theo qua la tuyét voi 6ng mat troi.

Mot hinh anh 3D cta nguwoi tha thw thit hai xuat hién canh Gido sw
Zinchenko bén chiéc ban tron & trung tam. Ba ay nhin nhw céng chia Leia
duwgc ban ra tir may chiéu R2-D2 trong phim Chién tranh gitta cac vi sao, chi
khac cho téc ba dy bui ca téi, deo cdp kinh hinh mat méo va ban chiéc ao
khoac may bang vai tuyt c6 hai miéng va & khuyu tay.

“Nguoi sé thong bao nhitng ndi quy trong chuyén phiéu Iwu ¢ thu vién lan
nay,” Giao su Zinchenko gigi thiéu “la ba Gail Tobin, quan thu truéng cta
Thu vién cong cdng cii cua thanh pho Alexandriaville vao nhitng nam 1960,
khi ngai Lemoncello dang c& tud6i cac em.”

Bén trén, Mai vom Ki diéu chuyén lai sang hinh dnh ctia cdc danh muc
trong hé thong phan loai thap phan Dewey.

“Ba dy bao nhiéu tudi roi a?” Sean Keegan hoi.

“Néu ba dy con song thi da m6t tram mudi tudi.”

“‘Néu’ la y gi a? Lam sao ba c6 thé vira chét vira lam viéc & day duwoc?”

“Cac em c@ hinh dung la linh hén cda ba dy dang song tiép trong hinh
chiéu nay.”

“Ba Tobin la nguoi da gitp d& ngai Lemoncello rat nhiéu dé,” Kyle thi
tham v@i Akimi. “Khi 6ng ay van con la moét dita tré.”

“Biét r6i. Nhung sao téc ctia ba dy nhin nhw cai té ong ay nhi.”

Kyle nhtn vai. “Theo nhitng gi t6 ngam cttu dugce trén tivi thi nhitng nam
1960 kha 1a quai la.”

“Chao murng cac chau téi thue vién cta twong lai nay,” hinh chiéu giat giat
ctia ba Tobin néi. “Gido sw Zinchenko sé phat cho cac chau so do6 cua thw



vién nay — bao gom ban do va hwdng dan sit dung tat ca nhitng thiét bi tuyét
diéu ma thw vién nay c6. Thé thu vién ctia cac chau c6 thé mé bat ky canh
cong nao ngoai tr* phong diéu khién chinh — canh ctta d6 ma cac chau di
ngang qua vitra ndy — va, tat nhién, phong ngu riéng ctia ngai Lemoncello nam
trén tang ba.”

Charles Chiltington dung dwa chiéc chia khoa vang cta né trudc mat.
“Chau tin 1a can phai c6 cai nay mdi dugc vo can phong dé phai khong a?”

Ba Tobin khéng them dé y dén né. Ba chi 1a mot hinh chiéu. Vay nén lam
lo n6 dé hon.

“Céac nhan vién an ninh sé tdc tric hai mwoi bon gio mot ngay,” ba tiép
tuc. “Trong budi cam trai nay, tat cd moi hanh dong cta cac em sé dugc
camera thu lai, nhw da ghi r6 trong théa thuan ma phu huynh cac em da ky tw
trugce.”

“Chutng chéu sé 1én chwong trinh truyén hinh thyc té a?” Haley hoi, dong
thoi li€c mat dong dwa véi chiéc camera nho xiu dang chdp sang.

“Co kha nang,” Giao su Zinchenko tra 10i.

“Ta cling rat thich xem vo tuyén,” bong ma ctia ba Tobin néi. “Tau hai
cung Rowan va Martin la chvong trinh wa thich cua ta. Trg lai vGi cac noi
quy. Khong ai dugc phép st dung cac thiét bi dién tr vao bat c ltic nao hay
bat ct noi dau trong budi cam trai nay.”

Ga ve s1 — Clarence, va mot ga do con khac nhin y chang nhv anh em song
sinh ctia ga budc vao can phong. Moéi ngudi mang trén tay mot cai thung 16n
bang nhom.

“Cac em vui long nop hét tit ca dién thoai di dong, Ipod va Ipad cho
ching t6i. Hai anh bao vé nay, Clarence va Clement, sé bdo quan ching can
than. Tat ca cac thiét bi sé duwgc hoan trd lai vao lic két thiic chwong trinh.
Néu muén tra citu mang internet hay nhitng noi dung cé trong thw vién, cac
em c6 thé s dung dan mdy tinh dwgc lap san trong can phong nay. Tuy
nhién, chiing khong thé nhan hay gwi thw dién t hay tin nhan — ta cling chang



rd may thi d6 la gi nita. Nén nhd, ta da nghi hwvu vao nam 1973. Ho6i dé
ching ta van con st dung gidy cac-bon dé sao chép thu tir. Bay gio Gido suw
Zinchenko sé hwéng dan so qua cho cac em vé tdm ban do.”

Bon tré nhanh chéng mé tap ban dé6 mong dinh ra.

“Nhw cac em c6 thé thdy,” Gido s Zinchenko tir ton noi, “khu truyén gia
twong nam ¢ day trong phong doc sach tron nay. Phong Tré Em dwogc cach
am ky lwdng nam & kia. Trén tang nay con c6 hai phong sinh hoat chung day
dua trang thiét bi va quan ca phé X6 Sach nam phia sau nhitng 6 ctra s6 dang
budng rém kia. Khi 1én tang trén, cac em sé thdy mudi canh cra duwge danh
sO, moi cai sé dan téi mot gian phong rong chita day sach va, thong tin, va
cac gian trung bay twong tng véi danh muc trong hé théng phan loai.”

Kyle gio tay léen.

“Em muon hoi gi?”

“Cho em hoi Phong hoc bién tir ¢ dau a?”

Gido sv Zinchenko mim cuoi. “O ngay trén tang ba, noi cdc em ciing sé
tim thdy phong C& Ban, phong My thuat, rap chiéu phim IMAX, phong ky
niém cua ngai Lemoncello, phong...”

“Chuing chau c6 thé 1én lau choi khong a?” Bridgette Wadge chen ngang.
“Chau mu6n thtr 1ai may gia 1ap tau khéng gian con thoi.”

“Chau muon hoc 1ai xe!” Sean Keegan hao hitng néi. “Mot chiéc xe dua
kia!”

“Chéau muon chinh phuc thé gigi véi Alexander Pai Dé!” Yasmeen Smith-
Snyder hao hing.

Moi nguoi 1o rang dang lam céi viéc ma Kyle da lam ngay ti dau: kiém
tra muc “Danh sach tro choi” ¢ maét sau cta cu6n so do.

“Quyén wu tién st dung Phong hoc Dién t¥ chinh la phan thwéng thit hai
cta dém nay,” Gido su Zinchenko néi. “Pé thang n6, cac em phai s dung
nhitng tai nguyén c6 san trong thuw vién dé tim mon trang miéng dang dugc
giau dau do trong toa nha nay. Ai nghién cttu tim thdy moén an nay trudc sé la



ngwoi dau tién dugc phép st dung Phong hoc Dién tit. Do d6 hdy st dung
dau 6c va thw vién ctia cac em. Lén duwong tim mén trang miéng di nao!”

Moi ngudi voi va tim cho minh mot cho ngoi riéng va bat dau gé vao man
hinh cdm @ng cua chiéc mdy tinh bang.

Dé coi, tat ca moi ngudi tri Sierra Russell. Con bé lwét tay trén man hinh
chi ding hai gidy, viét gi dé lén to gidy nhap bang mot mau but chi ngan
ngun, roi rdo budc dén goéc phong quan sat mot ké sach cong vong cao bang
ba tang lau. Kyle nhin theo khi Sierra buéc 1én mot cai bé khé nho ra ngoai
nhin giong nhw nhitng cdy gay chong cho nguoi gia.

“Giao su Zinchenko 0i?”

“Sao thé, tro Russell?”

“Cai nay c6 an toan khong a? Bé&i vi cuén sach ma chau muon dang & tudt
ngan trén cung cao.”

“Khong sao, em chi can chac chan rang chan minh tru vitng thoi.”

Sierra khé lac lac chan cua cod bé. Kyle nghe thay tiéng kim loai va vao
nhau.

“N6 giong nhu giay trugt tuyét ay,” Sierra néi.

“Pung vay. Bay gi0 em hay go vao ban phim dé cai thang bay nhan s6
hiéu ctia cuon sach ma em muon doc. Nhé bam chat 14y tay cam nhé.”

Sierra nhin manh gidy r6i quay sang go g6 vai phim.

“Cai bé em dang ditng dwgc gan nam cham cwc manh & phia dwéi day,”
Gido su Zinchenko gidi thich. “C6 nhitng nam cham trai ddu dwoc cai dat &
gitta nhitng ngan sach. Sitc hit ctia nhitng nam cham nay sé dugc diéu chinh
bdi hé thong may tinh & phong diéu khién chinh dya vao day s6 ma em nhap
vao.”

Hai giay sau, Sierra Russell da lo ling tren khong, tw t dugc nang lén
trén va sang trai. Ngau kinh khung.

“Cai thang bay d6 chac chan phai sit dung cong nghé nang tir trwong,”
Miguel ng6i ké bén néi nho véi Kyle. “Nhw mdy cai tau dién siéu téc & Nhat



Bén do.”

“Tuyét diéu,” Kyle 1am bam.

Va dé la lan dau tién trong doi Kyle Keeley muén kham pha mot cudn
sach thu vién hon bat ctt thit gi trén doi.



”@gao ching ta khéng lam viéc chung nhi?” Akimi kéo ghé lai ng6i vao ban
cua Kyle.

“Hmmm?”

Kyle van dang dam du6i nhin theo Sierra Russell.

Nho da dugc nang lén khodng tdm mét so véi mat dat, luvng dwa vao thanh
cta cai bé dang lo Itrng va hoan toan dam chim vao mét cuén sach mai.

“Xin chao? Trai dat goi Kyle? Cau mudn mot dita nao dé xi tredc quyeén
stt dung Phong hoc bién ttr san?”

“Tat nhién la khong.”

“Vay thi lam on tap trung di.”

“Pugc r6i. Vay gio sao chung ta sit dung dau 6c va thu vién dé tim moén
trang miéng day?”

Akimi hat cam vé phia Miguel. Thang nay dang luwét tay nhoay nhody trén
man hinh chiéc mdy tinh bang.

“Té nghi cau ay dang tim trong danh muc sach cda thw vién,” Akimi thi
tham.

“Vi sa0?”

“DP6 la cach dé ngwoi ta tim do trong thw vién ma Kyle.”

“Biét, nhung ching ta dau c6 dang tim sach viét vé moén trang miéng.
Chung ta phai tim nhitng dia do an that co.”

Andrew Peckleman bong ditng bat ddy va lao nhu dién 1én chiéc cau thang
xoan Oc bang kim loai dan t6i tang hai. Hai gidy sau, Charles Chiltington
phong theo.

Nhitng ngwdi choi khac cling dan di theo 16i do.



Tat ca moi nguwoi déu huwdng 1én tang hai va nhitng can phong dwoc sap
x€ép dwa theo hé thap phan Dewey.

Miguel cu6i cung cling bat day va chay nuwdc it tdi chiéc cau thang gan
nhat.

“Chac chan mén trdng miéng nam & phong sau tram, cac cau oi,” Miguel
hét to vdi Kyle va Akimi.

“Cam on nhiéu,” Kyle binh than né6i. Cau van khong xé xich ra khoi cho
ngoi cta minh.

“T& doan so6 600 trong hé thong phan loai Dewey la noi cat may cuon sach
hwéng dan lam do trang miéng,” Akimi phan van. “Hay tui minh...”

“Cho maot lat,” Kyle noi.

“Um, Kyle a, cau khong dé y chi c6 cau, t& va co6 nang bay lwgn Siera la
nhitng ké duy nhat con & tang nay sao? Va Sierra cting khong han la dang &
chung tang vd&i ching ta vi chan nhé c6 cham dat dau.”

“Nghe neé, Akimi. Té c6 sang kién nay.” Kyle rit tap so do cda cau ra.
“Mon trang miéng nhiéu khi chang hé bi giau ky dén mitc d6 dau, giong nhw
ma thudng cua tro Tiéu Boi Séc Con dé. Theo t6 nao.”

“Theo cau di dau?”

“Quan ca phé X6 Sach. Can phong duy nhat dwgc mang do an thirc uong
vao, theo nhu 10i Giao su Zinchenko da néi lic ¢ khach san.”

Hai di¥a tdn b0 vao tiém ca phé am cung.

“Whoo-hoo!” Akimi la lén.

Trén nhitng birc twong, nhitng twra sach ndu an dwoc trng bay trang trong.
Con may cai ban thi chat day nhitng khay banh quy, banh ngot, kem va ca trai
cay!

“Pd 1a li do vi sao ho kéo rém ctra sau 6 cita sO trong phong doc lai,”
Akimi suy luan. “Dé ching ta khong thay bén trong nay cé gi. Cir lam,
Kyle.”



Kyle c6 hét sitc dé nhai giong Charles Chiltington:

“T6i la nguoi nha Keeley, Akimi a. Ching t6i khong bao gid thua. Tat
nhién la trir nhitng lic ching t6i khong thang ma thoi.”

Sau khi moi nguoi da dung trang miéng xong, Kyle va Akimi la hai dia
dau tién duoc str dung Phong hoc Bién ttr.

Kyle choi thit may gia lap tau con thoi. Cau bé thyc hién mot cu dap hoan
hdo xudng sao Héa trudc khi 16 tay dam thang vao sao Thd. Akimi dwgc cudi
ngwa v6i nha cach mang Paul Revere. Sau dé, Kyle thit 1ai mot chiéc xe hoi
sO trén dwong dua Talladega trong khi Akimi ban ngao du duwéi day dai
dwong trong mot chiéc tau ngam con con, boi v6i ca map, ca heo va rua bién
— tat ca dugc chiéu Ién nhitng tdim kinh m6 phong chiéc tau ngam cta cd bé.

Tat ca nhitng tro choi ¢ day déu c6 do hoa 3D, dan am thanh noi va mot
tro méi tinh ma ngai Lemoncel o dang phat trién cho nhitng tro choi dién t
ctia minh: céng nghé ngti-mui-s6. Khi danh cwép thanh La Ma vdi quan linh
Visigoth, Kyle c6 thé ngtri thdy mui chay khét nhw that cua nhitng toa nha
dang chim trong bién Ia.

Mot tiéng sau, Gido s Zinchenko dat nhitng dira con lai vao can phong
choi game & tang ba. Ching dwgc xem cudc tranh luan gay gat gitta George
Washington va George Bush (ca hai déu la ngudi mday) trong mot hoi truong
nho chinh gitta gian phong s6 900.

Lic muoi gio, tat cd dugce vao rap chiéu phim IMAX ciing trén tang ba dé
xem mot buoi hoa nhac.

Nhitng hinh chiéu 3D cta nhitng nghé si noi tiéng nhat thé gigi (ca con
song hay da chét) trinh bay lai nhitng ban nhac dinh nhét ctia ho. Phan tuyét
voi nhat chinh la phan khic két hgp gitta Mozart va nhém nhac rock
Metallica.

Cudi cung, vao khodng ba gi¢ sang, Clarence va ngudi anh em song sinh
cta ga — Clement, dén dan bon nho dén cho ngu. May dita con trai sé trai tui
ngu cua chung trong phong Tré Em. Li con gai sé ngu ¢ phong Co Ban trén



gac. Charles Chiltington thi han nhién sé tha ho tan huwéng sy sang trong ctia
phong ngu nam sao cua ngai Lemoncello mot minh.

Kiét sitc sau mot ngay tuwng bung — va do nguoi sau khi nap vao nguoi
mot lvgng duong cao ngat — Kyle ngu thiép di ngay khi vira dat lung xudng.

Cau tinh day khi tiéng nhac vang lén.

Tiéng nhac 6n ao chdi tai.

Kyle nhan ra do6 la nhac nén ctia b6 phim quyén anh Rocky. Mike ghién
phim nay lam.

“Cai gi vay troi?” Kyle 1am bam, chui ra khéi tii ngt ctiia minh.

Kyle liéc xem déng ho. BPa mwoi mét gio trva. Cau doan chac han bubi
cam trai cting da két thic roi va day chinh la chuéng bao thitc cho ca dam.

Bai nhac tiép tuc phat oang oang.

“Phi hanh gia cling dugc danh thitc nhw thé nay la cung” Miguel rén ri.

“Tat né di!” Andrew Peckleman lau bau.

Kyle mac voi chiéc quan jean va xé giay. Cau lét thét di vao can phong
tron doc sach khong 16.

“Giao su Zinchenko 0i?”

Giong ctia cau vang vong khap khong gian. Khong c6 ai tré 10i.

“Chu Clarence? Chu Clement ¢i?”

Van im lim.

Bai nhac phim Rocky cang luc cang 16n.

Akimi v@i ra nhin tr lan can cta lau ba.

“Dudi do co chuyeén gi vay?”

“T6 nghi ho dang c6 danh thitc nhitng phi hanh gia,” Kyle nhan mat. “To
thé khong khéo trén mat trang con nghe thay.”

Cau budc t6i canh ctra chinh va van nam ctra.

N6 khong nhuc nhich.



Cau lac lac canh ctra.

Van khéng c6 gi xay ra.

Cau da manh vao no.

Van khong dong tinh gi.

Kyle nhan ra rang budi cam trai c6 thé da két thic, nhung chiing van dang
bi nhét trong thu vién.



”C%in moi nguwdi hdy 6n dinh chd ng6i,” Gido su Zinchenko néi véi dam
dong phu huynh dang tu tap trong phong hoi nghi cua khach san Parker
House.

“Khi nao con cta chiing t6i vé nha?” Mot ba me héi 16n.

“Rose co6 tran da bong lic hai gio,” mot ngudi khac lo lang.

Nguoi quan thue gat dau. “Ngai Lemoncello sé...”

Pring lic dé, canh ctra hinh dan xép & cudi phong bat ma. Ngai ty phu ky
quai ban mét bé d6 bo sat mau tim choéi chang va dién mot chiéc mi hai tac
16ng vii budc vao. Ong dang nhai ngdu nghién mot miéng trong chiéc banh
kem bay tang.

“Chao budi sang. Hay nhu nguoi Iceland ndi, gott siddegi. N6 c6 nghia la
‘chao budi chiéu’ trong tiéng Reykjavik, vi Ohio cach Iceland bén tiéng, cac
vi biét day, do6 la diéu dau tién toi hoc duwgc khi xoay qua dia cau trong thw
vién thanh pho ho6i do.”

Ngai Lemoncello, van vdi doi giay hinh vé chudi ky la ctia minh, buéc ra
khoi mot can phong dwoc lap day man hinh tivi trang den — loai ma may tay
bdo vé hay xem trong chot an ninh.

“Quy ong va quy ba, cam on vi da tham gia cung chung toi trong ngay
trong dai nay. Hom nay, t6i vui mirng gidi thiéu tro choi tuyét voi va diéu ki
nhat ma t6i t'ng sang ché: Tron thoat khoi thw vién cia ngai Lemoncello! Ca
thw vién sé la ban cd. Con cta cac vi chinh la nhitng quan cd. Ngudi chién
thang sé noi danh khap thé gigi.”

“Bang cach nao chit?” Mot nguwdi bo thac mac.

“Bang cach xuat hién trong tdt cd nhitng mau quang cdo cua cong ty



chiing t6i mua 18 hoi nay. Tivi. Radio. Bao chi. Bang hiéu. Ap-phich dan & tat
ca nhitng ctta hang d6 choi. Khuén mat ctia nguwdi chién thang sé hién dién
khap moi noi.”

Ba Daley hép tap gio tay héi. “Sé c6 tién cong chi?”

“Tat nhién. Nhiéu dén mitc ba c6 thé sé phai dung tir ‘rong rai’ dé néi vé
con nguoi toi dy chi.”

“Vay Haley nha t6i phai lam gi dé chién thang tro choi nay?”

“Rat don gian. Tron thoat khéi thw vién! T6i nghi it nhiéu ba cling da c6
thé doan duoc tir tén cuia tro choi nay chit?” Ngai Lemoncello nhan mot chiéc
nit trén chiéc mi hai tac va ban thiét ké chi tiét cia cac tang cta thu vién lién
hién ra trén cac man hinh tivi trong phong hoi nghi.

“Ptra tré dau tién c6 thé sit dung nhitng thit c6 hay cau ay tim thay trong
thw vién dé tim dwgc dudng ra ngoai thu vién sé la nguwdi chién thang. L tré
sé khong dugc st dung cita chinh hay cau thang thoat hiém hay kich hoat
chudng bao chdy. Ching khong thé di ra theo cach chiing di vao t6i hom qua.
Chung chi c6 thé st dung dau 6c, sy khon lanh va tri thong minh dé giai mat
ma va tra 16i nhitng cau do. Tat ca nhitng chuwéng ngai do cudi cung sé dan
ching dén vi tri 16i thoat tuyét mat cta thw vién. Va ding lo lang, thva quy
ong quy ba, t6i dam bao vdi cac vi la 16i thoat dé l1a c6 that chiv khong phai
dua dau.”

M4y vi phu huynh bat dau ram ri day phan khich.

“Quyét dinh tham gia hay khong tit nhién van tuy thudc vao cac chau,”
ngai Lemoncello chap tay lai sau lung va bat dau di vong quanh can phong.

Mot s6 phu huynh rit dién thoai di dong cuia ho ra.

“Va lam on — xin ding goi dién thoai, nhan tin, gii e-mail, fax hay dot
khai gtri tin hiéu cho con cua cac vi, thic ching tham gia cudc thi nay. Chung
toi da chan hét moi kénh lién lac dén va ttr thu vién di.

Chi nhitng ai that sy mudn & lai choi méi & lai choi.

Con ai khong muon sé dugce ty do roi khoi thw vién kém theo mot phan



qua lru niém xinh xan cda chwong trinh, va mot chiéc mii hai tdc giong cai
toi dang doi trén dau day. Cac chau ciing sé dwgc maoi tGi du tiéc sinh nhat
ctia t6i vao chidu mai.” Ong gio cao mot chiéc dia day vun banh. “Tdi van
con dang chon banh kem sinh nhat day nay.”

Ba Keegan khoanh tay lai. “Tro choi nay c6 nguy hiém khong?”

“Khong hé,” ngai Lemoncello tran an. “Con cai cta cac vi sé dugc cac bao
vé cua ching toi theo doi hai mwoi bon trén hai muwoi bon tir phong diéu
khién thong qua hé thong camera an ninh. Gido sw Zinchenko va t6i cling sé
dich than xem tién trinh ctia cadc chadu bang man hinh riéng. Néu c6 chuyén gi
bat trac xay ra, ching t6i da chuan bi san xe cdp ctu, linh cttu hoéa, va mot
doi gom cac cwu chién binh cta hdi quan My — ai cling c6 mot trai tim nhw
samurai - luén trong tw thé san sang can thiép dé bao dam s an toan cho con
cac vi. Ctt hinh dung la tro choi nay giong nhv phim Pau treong Sinh t
nhung thay vi phéi bin cung”, 1ii tré sé& dwoc dn uéng ngap bung.”

* Dang nhdc tdi Katniss Everdeen, nhdn vdt chuyén dung cung tén lam vii
khi trong b6 truyén Ddu trwong Sinh Tir.

“Tai sao khong cho I tré choi mot trong nhitng tro choi trudc day caa
ngai?” Mot vi phu huynh dé nghi.

“Sao ngai lai phai mat cong nhu thé nay?”

“Ba@i vi, cac ban thdn mén cuda t6i a, mwoi hai diva tré nay da song ca cudc
doi ctia chiing ma khong biét mui thw vién la gi. Hau qua la ching khong biét
thw vién no6 hitu ich, hitu dung va hitu lac — mot tr t6i méi ché ra — dén thé
nao. Pay la co hoi tuyét voi dé 1 tré biét rang thw vién khong don thuan chi
la mo6t toa nha cii ky v6i nhitng ké sach méc meo. Thuw vién 1a mot noi dé hoc
tap, kham pha va quan trong hon hét, tredng thanh.”

“Ngai Lemoncello a, tdi nghi diéu ong lam that vi dai,” mot ba me xuc
dong noi.

“Cam on ba nhiéu,” ngai Lemoncello nghiéng dau va dam g6t chan that
manh (khién né cuc tdc nhw mot con ga mai).



“Néu c6 ai mudn xem thtr con minh dang lam gi,” Gido su Zinchenko
thong bao, “cac vi c6 thé qua phong ké bén cung vdi chiing t6i.”

“0, xem i tré thi budn cwdi 1dm,” ngai Lemoncello bong duia. “Va 6ng ba
Keeley a, c6 vé con trai ctia hai nguwdi khong thich ban nhac nén phim Rocky
nhu toi r6i.”



DR ocky da hoan thanh nhiém vy cta né,

Kyle — va tat ca nhitng dia tré khac bi nhét trong thw vién — gio da tinh
nhu séo.

Ngay cd Charles Chiltington ciing da ra khoi phong ngu nam sao cua né
dé xuéng phong doc sach tron.

Nguoi duy nhat khong cé & day la Sierra Russell. Kyle doan chac 1a con
nhoé lai dang di tim m6t cudn sach nao khac dé doc nira roi.

“Ctra bi khéa ro6i a?” Haley Daley hot hoang hoi.

“Chuyén nay that khong dau vao dau cd,” Sean Keegan phan nan. “Muoi
mot gio rudi tria roi. TG con nhiéu chuyén can lam va nhiéu noi can dén
nita.”

“Thoi dirng phan nan nita,” Kyle tran an, “chac ho sé cho chiing ta ra sau
khi ching ta an xong hay sao doé thoi.”

“Mu quén the ngé ngan bién dau roi?” Charles Chiltington 1én giong. Ci
hé khong c6 ngudi 16n trong phong la thang nhai nay trd lai véi bo mat that
dang ghét cua n6 ngay.

“Pung vay,” Rose Vermette rén ri. “T& khong thé bi ket lai day ca ngay
dwoc. T c6 mot tran bong ldc hai gio.”

“Phai d6,” Sean Keegan gat dau, “t¢ c6 ca cudc song dang doi kia.”

“Cac chau c6 can giap do gi khong?” Mot giong néi diu dang cat 1én.

D6 chinh 1a hinh chiéu 3D ctia ba Tobin, ba quan thw cta nhitng nam
1960. Ba dang lo Ittng ¢ ngay trudc chi€c ban tron @ gitta phong.

“Co6 a,” Kayla Corson tra 10i ngay. “Lam sao dé chung chau vé nha bay
gio?”



Ba quén thw chép mat lia lia, hét nhw mot chiéc mdy tinh cii (chiéc may
ma ong anh cua ban da lam roi xudng dat ca ti lan ay) dang vat va tinh mot
phép tinh can bac hai.

“Xin 16i,” ba quan thuw dap. “Ta khong duoc cai dat cau tra 16i cho cau hoi
de.”

“Pén bita triva chwra a?” Chiltington lich sw héi.

“Chau chwra doi, nhung bao tir cia mot s6 ban ¢ day chac dang con cao dit
lam r6i. Ciing da muwoi mot gio rwdi roi ma.”

“Cac dau bép da bay san d6 an trong quan ca phé X6 Sach réi ddy.”

“Chau cadm on a,” Chiltington dap. “Ba Tobin mudn dung gi khong? Mot
to6 chao bot yén mach chang?”

“Khong can dau, CHARLES. Ta la mot hinh chiéu. Ta khong thé an uéng
duwgce.”

“Hen gi ba thon tha nhw siéu mau vay.”

Kyle ngao ngan lac dau. Lui ctia thang nhai Chiltington déo nhu keo kéo.
Gio tham chi né dang c6 ninh bg mét hinh chiéu 3D!

Trong khi Chiltington va nhitng dita khac bat dau lét thét di an sang, Kyle
va Akimi nan lai vGi ba quan thu.

“Um, chau c6 mot cau hoi a,” Kyle rut re noi.

“Ta dang nghe day.”

“Chang phai bubi cam trai da két thiic r6i sao? Dang lé phai dén gio chiing
chau vé nha ré6i ch?”

“Ngai Lemoncello sé sém c6 mot thong bao cho cac chau.”

“Pwgc roi. Chau cam on ba Tobin nhiéu.”

“Khong c6 chi, KYLE.”

Sau khi ba quan thu gia tan di, Akimi no6i, “Nhan tién, Kyle a — truéc khi
vé, cau phai ngo qua thtr cai phong ma té ngu t6i qua méi dwoc.”

“Phong Co Ban?”



“Pung vay. Biét vi sao ho dat tén n6é nhw vay khong? Vi trong dé day
nhoc co ban!”

“Tat ca la cua ngai Lemoncello?”

“Khong han. Con c6 nhitng tro do cac cong ty khac san xuat nita. Cé bo
con tudt tr hoi nam 1890 kia. T¢ nghi dé la b6 swu tap ca nhan cua ngai
Lemoncello. Can phong trén d6 giong nhw vién bao tang ay”

Kyle mé to mat. “Cau khong thay déi bung sao?”

“Khong han. T6i qua tui minh an nhiéu qua ma.”

“Thé cau nghi ching ta cé da thoi gian dé chay 1én xem thit can phong Co
Ban do6 khong?”

“Di theo t6.”

Hai dita v4i va treo 1én chiéc cau thang xodn noéi véi tang hai. Ching lan
tiép theo nhitng bac thang dé tim dén lau ba cta toa nha.

Khi Kyle buéc vao phong Co Ban, cau hoan toan sitng so. “Wow!”

Trén bon bitc twong la nhitng ké sach chong chat nhitng bo tré choi co,
nhitng mon doé choi bang thiéc va day nhoc bai.

“Tuyét khong thé tuwdng.”

“Té doan vay,” Akimi nhin vai. “Néu cau khodi choi tro nay dén vay.”

Kyle mim cuwdi. “Cau biét la t& ghién ching ma.”

Hai dita bo ra vai phut im lang lang thang khap can phong, ngam nhin du
nhitng bo tro choi ky la nhat ma nhéan loai tirng choi. C6 mot ngan ta trung
bay tam tro choi vGi vo hop dugc trang tri tuyét dep. Moi hop c6 riéng mot
anh dén pha nho nho roi thang vao.

“Khong biét nhitng tro choi nay c6 gi dac biét nhi?”

Kyle thac mac.

“Biét dau do la nhitng bo ma ngai Lemoncello thich nhat Iic nhé.”

“Cling c6 thé.” Nhung dong chit duge khac vao canh ta kinh khién Kyle
boi roi: “Luigi Lemoncello: tir dau tién va cudi cung cua tro choi.”



“Nhung mdy tro cd ban nay dau phdi do ngai Lemoncello lam,” cdu bé
nhu tham.

Hop tro choi dau tién c6 tén la Ké an xin. Sau do6 la Chao cha Bo doi,
Thich khach va Tho sin, Cuép cd, Ban dn Ki di, C6 hay Khong, San dip An
may va Chan doan Lam sang.

“Pay la mot cau do,” Kyle nhe rang cuoi.

“T¢ twong do chi 1a may hop tro choi thoi?”

“Pung thé. Nhung néu ciu noéi lai nhitng chit dau tién hodc nhitng chir
cudi cung cia may cai tén nay...”

Kyle g6 go vao 16p kinh ctia cai hop dau tién. “Cau sé c6 dugc mot mat
ma.”

“That khong?” Akimi nhuwén 16ng may, nhé thdy khé ma tin duge chuyén
nay. “Cau c6 chac ching khong phai la mot dong d6 cli ma ai dé chi ton cé
nam muoi xu dé mua & chg do cti khong?”

“That ma.” Kyle chi vao ting hop va doc to dong mat ma 1én. “Xin chao.
Thich co ban khéng? San sang!”

Miguel Fernandez x0c vao vao phong.

“Céc cau day r6i! Nhanh lén, ching t& can hai cau dén Phong hoc bién ti
ngay bay gio.”

“Sao vay?”

“Charles Chiltington da an voi an vang bita sang cta né, réi phong lén day
dé hoan thanh tro choi ma né bat dau t6i hom qua dé chiém lay s6 diém cao
nhat.”

“Thi sao?”

“N6 dang choi mot game ldy boi canh cta lau dai trung c6 va cac ham
chira bi mat.”

T61i lwot Akimi thac mac. “Cho nén?”

“N6 dang chui trong hé thong éng cong cta lau dai dé thoat ra. Tro nay c6



stt dung cong nghé ngri-mui-s6. Cac cau c6 bao gid nglri mui 6ng cong thoi
trung c6 chwa? Tin t& di, hoi va tdm kinh dién luon.”

Ba dita phéng ao qua sanh 16n vao can phong dang boc mui néng nac ma
Charles dang ngo6i bam lia lia trén maot chiéc ghé rung cam ng. Moi lan nhan
vat ctia né dap 1én viing nwdc cong nhép nhda, cai ghé ctia né phat ra nhitng
tiéng NHOP! va NHEP! vang vong ma nguyén tang déu nghe thay.

“Troi dat oi!” Kyle thot 1én. “Dirng lai di, Charles. Tro choi ctia cau sé
sém khién cai the vién nay ngi nhw bai rac thanh phé day.”

“May khong thay tao dang dung 16i di bi mat dudi chuong ngwa a? Pay la
con duong bi mat dé thoat ra khoi lau dai. Tao sap sia thang thém mot tro
nita. Bay la game thit hai ma tao pha dao day, Kyle a. May choi dugc may tro
16i?”

“Yo,” Miguel xen vao. “Phong nay nam ngay trén quan ca phé X6 Sach
ma. Hé thong thong gi6 ctia ching théng véi nhau.”

“Y ctia may la gi?”

“Cau dang khién do an ctia moi ngudi bén dwdi boc mui phan ngwa day,
thang dan a.”

“Ai ranh ma quan tam? Diéu quan trong nhat la tao dang thang.”

Cai ghé cua n6 lai phat ra mét tiéng BUM! that 16n.

Nhung lan nay, Kyle ngtti thdy mot mui khéc... nhya thong?

Giong nhw hwong xit thom ngwoi van hay xai trong xe hoi.

“A, cai mdy khi gi6 nay hu roi.” Charles nhay ra khéi chd né dang ngbi va
da that manh vao thanh ghé.

“Um, t¢ nghi cau khong nén lam thé dau,” Kyle nhac.

“Mac gi khong?”

“Pang kia c6 camera an ninh va né dang chiéu thang vé phia nay day.”

“Céi gi? O dau?”

“Thay cai déen nhap nhay kia khong?”



Bong nhién, tat cd nhitng man hinh may tinh trong Phong hoc Pién t
dong loat chiéu hinh Kyle dang chi vao 6ng kinh camera.

Pén khi thay bang anh cta ngai Lemoncello.



”(.géé' hoach tron thoat hoan hdo ddy, Charles,” ngai Lemoncello trén man
hinh cat tiéng.

“Cam on ngai,” Chiltington v0i vang phui thang cai quan kaki ctia n6. “Va
nhan tién, that ra c6 maot con kién dang bo 1én cho ngo6i nay nén chau suyt nita
da dan6 diréi a.”

“Chau chu dao qua, Charles a.”

“Ngai Lemoncello 0i?” Akimi rut re lén tiéng.

“Sao ha c6 bé?”

“Tai sao nhitng cai 6ng cong lai doi qua mui nhya thong a?”

“Bdi vi vao mot ngay dep trdi nhw hom nay, ta tha ngri mui cua go thong
hon la mui phan ngya. Con chau thi sao?”

“Chac chan roi a.”

“Bay gi0 moi ngudi co thé tap trung lén Phong hoc Dién tir dwgc khong
nhi? Ta c6 mot thong bao quan trong cho cac chau.”

Kyle nghe thay tiéng chan don dap chay 1én cau thang va Andrew,
Bridgette, Yasmeen, Sean, Haley, Rose va Kayla voi va buéc vao phong.

“Tat ca déu ¢ day roi chit?” ngai Lemoncello hoi.

“Chi khong c6 Sierra Russell thoi a,” Kyle thong bao.

“A, dung r6i. Ta thay c6 bé & tang duwéi dang say swa doc cuén Nguwoi ban
Bi dn ctia Rebecca Stead. Chiing ta sé bao cho c6 bé sau. Da sap trvra r6i va ta
dang rat muo6n bat dau vong hai cia cudc thi nho nho cua ching ta day.”

“Cudc thi nao a?” Yasmeen Smith-Snyder hoi.

“Cai ma chuan bi bat dau ngay bay gio.”



“Ngai Lemoncello 0i?” Sean Keegan noi. “Hom nay chau ban chuyén
khac ro6i.”

“Khong sao dau Sean. Chau hoan toan cé quyén di vé ngay bay gio. Néu
con chau nao khong muén & lai choi, ¢t bé tam thé thw vién cta cac chau vao
day.”

MGt miéng gach dwdi nén nha bat ra, tréi 1én mot chdu ca rong dat trén
mot cai cot trang tri cao khoang mot mét.

“Chi can bo tdm thé vao cai chdu nay, Sean. Pung r6i. Chau c di theo
hwéng nhitng miii tén mau d6 nhap nhdy trén san dé dén 16i ra gan nhat. O
do, chau sé dugc tang mot mon qua chia tay nhé xinh cling nhu sy ham mo
bat diét cta ta v&i kha nang viét van cia chau.”

Nhitng mdi tén dé bat dau nhap nhay. Sean lan theo ching r6i di mat.

“Chuyén gi sé xdy ra néu chiing chau quyét dinh & lai?”

“Cac chau sé duge choi mot tro choi hoan toan méi va rat tha vi!”

“Nguoi chién thang c6 duge qua hay khong a?” Haley Daley thac mac.

“Téat nhién.”

Gio dén lugt Miguel v6i vang gio tay 1én. “Ngai Lemoncello oi, chiing
chéu phai lam gi dé chién thang, ha ngai?”

“Pon gian thoi: hay di ra khoi day chi bang cach st dung nhitng tht trong
thu vién nay.”

“Tuyét!”

“Nham nhi,” Kayla Corson lam bam. “T¢ di day.”

N6 ném phich tdm thé thw vién vao trong chau cé va di theo nhitng miii
ten do ra ngoai.

“Con ai muon roi khoi day hay cé chuyén can di khong?”

“Xin 16i ngai. Chau da hita sé c6 mat & tran da bong vao ldc hai gio,” Rose
Vermette mién cudng ndi. “Gap lai cac cau sau.” N6 bo tam thé thw vién cia
minh vao trong chau ca.



Ngay ltic tdm thé vira cham day chau, chuéng reo 1én va phao bong gidy
ban ra tung tée tir tran nha.

Tat ca nhitng may dién ti trong phong game bat dau kéu ding-ding-ding.

“Chic mung chau, Rose!” ngai Lemoncel o 1én tiéng, lay tr ddu ra mot
cai mii c6 chép nhon va doi né 1én dau. “Vi da c6 trach nhiém véi 16i hita cua
minh, chdu sé nhan dwgc mot bd phan thuwdng dac biét caa thw vién ta: tron
bo dia game anh déan ctia ngai Lemoncello va mot chiéc mdy tinh xach tay dé
choi nd! Choi vui nhé.”

Charles Chiltington voi nhich lai gan cai camera an ninh hon khi Rose
Vermette nhdy chan sao ra ve.

“Thwa ngai, chau cé thé cho rang phan thudng cho ngudi chién thang sé
con hoanh trang hon nhiéu so v&i mot cai may tinh xach tay khong a?”

“Tai sao khong nhi?” Ngai Lemoncello mim cwdi, tir ton thdo chiéc non
ong dang doi ra. “Chau co6 thé cho la thé.”

“Vay thi chau san sang,” Chiltington wdn nguc noi.

“Chau cling thé,” Kyle noi.

“Chau cing vay,” Akimi, Miguel, Andrew, Bridgette, Yasmeen va Haley
dong thanh tan thanh.

Sierra Russell tho than budc vao can phong. Con nho van dang chui miii
vo sach dén mirc khong nhan ra guwong mat khong 16 ctia ngai Lemoncel o
dang xuat hién trén tat cd cAc man hinh mdy tinh.

“Co6 chuyén gi a?” Co bé hoi, mat khong roi khoi nhitng trang sach.

“Chtr con gi nita!” ngai Lemoncello cuoi vang.

Siera giat minh ngang dau lén.

“0. Chao ngai a.”

“Chao chau, Sierra. Ta rat xin 16i vi da xen ngang trong ltic chau doc sach.
Chi mot cau hoi nhanh thoi: Chau di hay 6?”

“Néu khong phién ngai thi chdu muon ¢ lai day a.”



“Phién u? Khong hé. Bay gio, dé pho bién ludt 1€ cta tro choi nay — vi tro
choi nao cling phai c6 luat choi — xin gidi thieu mot nguwoi ban cua chung ta,
Giao su Yanina Zinchenko!”

Nhitng man hinh video chuyén sang hinh ctia ¢6 quan thw truédng véi mai
toc mau dé va cap kinh cling mau dé noét.

“Cudc dao tau ctia cac em phai dwgc hoan thanh trong khoang thoi gian tw
day dén tria mai.”

Pau ctia ngai Lemoncello chgt 16 ra & mot goc man hinh.

“A ma ngay mai 12 sinh nhat cta ta ddy, cac chau nhé k§ nhé.”

ROi 6ng ay nhanh chong rit dau ra.

“Céac bdo vé cua ching t6i sé tiép tuc gitr gium dién thoai di dong cta céac
em,” Gido su Zincheko néi. “Cac em khong duwgc stt dung may tinh dé lién
lac vGi bat ky ai & bén ngoai. Ngoai chuyén do ra, cac em cé toan quyén st
dung may tinh dé nghién cttu.”

“Cac em ciling duwgc cho ba quyeén trg gitp ti bén ngoai: ‘Nhd chuyén
gia,” “Tw van quan thw,” va ‘Thit thach Cyc do.” Luu y rang ‘Thir thach Cuc
do’, nhw cai tén cua nd, vo cung kho dé hoan thanh. Néu cac em thanh cong,
phan thudng sé rat cao. Tuy nhién, néu ai that bai trong thir thach do, nguoi
ay sé bi loai ngay lap tirc khéi cudc thi.”

Kyle doan rang cau sé khong dam st dung Thi¥ thach Cuc d6 — trir khi 1am
vao budc dwong cung.

“Pé kich hoat nhitng sv trg gitup nay,” Gido sw Zinchenko noi tiép, “cac
em chi can goi ba Tobin.”

Chiltington gio tay lén.

“Sao nao, Charles?”

“Co c0 thé tiét 16 phan thwdng cho ngudi chién thang la gi khong a?”

Man hinh lai d6i qua ngai Lemoncello. Bay gio 6ng dy lai dang mang mot
cap kinh den va mét chiéc khan nho bang lua deo ngay ngan trén c6 do. Nhin



ngai dy y nhv mot minh tinh dién anh Hollywood.

Cua nam 1939.

“Danh tiéng va vinh quang! Nguoi chién thang sé trd thanh ngwoi dai dién
cho cong ty ta va dwgc xuat hién trong tat ca nhitng quang cao mua lé nay.”

“Ching chau sé noi tiéng sao?” Yasmeen reo lén phan khich, hat mai toc
ra sau va tao dang truGc camera an ninh.

Haley v6i vang day Yasmeen ra. “Chau tirng lam nguwdi mau cho tiém giay
Sherman & Phé C6 day.”

Yasmeen ciing khong phai tay vira, né chen ra tru6c mat Haley. “Chau
tirng c6 mot vai quan ching trong m6t quang cdo banh kep xtc xich vao nam
ngoai...”

“Chau nam trong doi c6 vii; Yasmeen lam gi cé...”

Trong lic hai c6 bé van con dang tao dang du cac kiéu trwdc 6ng kinh
camera, Gido su Zinchenko quay lai man hinh dé nhanh chéng pho bién mot
sO diéu 1€ cubi cung.

“Thé thw vién la chia khda ctia tat ca nhitng thit cac em can. Cac quan thw
& day san sang gitp cac em tim bat c thit gi. L6i ra khong phai 1a 16i cac em
vao toi hom qua. Cac em khéng dugc stt dung cau thang thoat hiém. Néu ai
lam thé, chuéng bado dong sé dugc kich hoat va ngudi do bi loai ngay 1ap tic.
Pé dam bdo an toan, camera an ninh sé quan sat cac em hai muoi bon gio
mot ngay. Néu c6 s cd, cac em sé dugc so tan ra khoi toa nha. Tuy nhién, co
tinh gay chdy né dé dugc so tan khong dwgc tinh 1a tim thay 16i ra khoi thw
vién. Co ai c6 cau hoi gi khong?”

“Chi mot cau nay thoi a,” Andrew Peckleman 1én tiéng, tay day gong kinh
to dung cta né 1én doc song miii. “Khi nao tro choi nay bat dau?”

Pau ngai Lemoncello tai xuat hién trong khap tat ca nhitng man hinh.

“Cau hoi hay lam, Andrew! Chua o1, da trwa roi!

Tro choi bat dau ngay bay gio!



g%on tré nhanh chéng phong xudng cau thang chay dén phong tron doc
sach.

Kyle liéc thay Haley Daley phéng xu6ng tang ham, noi trén ban do ghi la
Kho sach.

Miguel va Andrew, hai chuyén gia vé thw vién, v@ voi hai chi€c mdy tinh
bang va bat dau chidi mii vao man hinh. Bridgette Wadge ciling bat chuéc
theo.

Charles Chiltington hwéng vé phia sdnh c6 mai vom vao noi voi phun
bang da cam thach dang chay nwdc réc rach.

Yasmeen Smith-Snyder chay vong quanh can phong tron, mat nhin dam
dam vao tdm ban d6 nhé cam trudc mat, nhv mot nguwdi dang dién khung
nhan tin dién thoai trong lic cam cui buéc di trén via he.

Sierra Russell tim m6t cai ghé ém ai va ngoi xuong.

Dbé doc tiép cudn sach.

RO rang con nho nay khong cé hirng thu gi véi tro choi ca.

“Kyle a,” Akimi néi, “muo6n xay dung mot lién minh khéng?”

“Y cau la gi?”

“N6 giong nhu trén chuwong trinh truyén hinh thyc té€ Ké song sot do.
Chung ta gitip d& lan nhau cho dén khi, cau biét day, tat ca nhitng nguwai khac
bi loai va dén lwot hai ching ta phai trtv khir nhau.”

“Um, t& khong nhd la ngai Lemoncello c6 nhac gi dén chuyén ‘trv khir’
ca.”

“Q, ciing diing.”
“Nhung nay, trong luat dau cé noéi gi dén chuyén ching ta khong thé chia



nhau phan thvdng. Vi lai, té chi quan tam dén chién thang ma thoi.”

“Tuyeét, vay chung ta la mot doi?”

“Chac chan roi.”

“S6 dzach,” Akimi reo 1én. “T¢ bau Kyle Keeley lam d6i trudng. Ai dong
y gio tay lén.”

Ca hai dwa cung gio tay.

“Co vé day la mot chién thang tuyét d6i cta tng ctr vién Keeley,” Akimi
néi. “Puoc r6i, hdy di hoéi ba quan thw 3D cda ching ta mot cau hoi xem
sao.”

“Cai gi?”

“Moi dira duwgce quyén hoi ba 4y mot cau dung khong?”

“Pung vay.”

“Okay, thé t& sé héi cau nay: ‘Nay, quy ba oi — Lam sao dé ra khoi day
ar’”

“Va cau nghi ba ay sé tra 1i cau sao?”

“Khong han. Chit ké hoach cua cau la gi?”

“Um, t& dang nghi rang...”

Bong nhién, Yasmeen hét 16n, “Té thang r6i!”

Tat ca moi ngwoi dong loat dirng phat viéc minh dang lam.

“Giong nhw hém qua lic Kyle tim thdy dwgc do an trong mot quan ca phé
thoi, cau trd 16i don gidn hon cac cdu nghi nhiéu. D€ thoat khoi thw vién thi ta
chi can dung cau thang thoat hiém théi.”

ROi con nho tién vé sanh giita quan ca phé X6 Sach va Phong Sinh Hoat
Chung A.

Kyle ditng day. “Um, Yasmeen a? Trd choi di quy dinh o 13 ta khong
duoc...”

Charles Chiltington chgt phéng nhanh vé phia Yasmeen va la to, “May
khong thang dugc tao dau, Yasmeen. Trir khi may mé cai ctra d6 nhanh hon



tao!”

N6 phi nuwéc rit vé phia canh cira.

Yasmeen ba chan bon cang dudi theo.

“Cac cau a?” Kyle goi.

Kyle nhin thdy mdt tdm bién L6i Ra mau dé phat sang & phia cud6i hanh
lang noi Charles va Yasmeen dang chay ram ram. Charles bong trugt chan té.

Yasmeen tiép tuc chay, cang lic cang nhanh va téng manh vao canh ctra
sat.

Chudng bao dong vang 1én. Ben dé chiéu sang khap noi. Bau doé c6 tiéng
hé gam lén. Gigng cua ngai Lemoncello vang 1én qua loa. “Pang tiéc qua,
Yasmeen. Chau da pham luat va sé bi loai ngay lap titc. Lam on b lai thé thw
vién cua chau vao bé c4 va chau sé vé nha.”

Khi canh ctta thoat hiém tr t* déng lai va khudon mat tiu nghiu cta
Yasmeen dan bién mat trong anh nang chéi chang ngoai thu vién, Kyle t6 mo
nhin xem Charles Chiltington dang nhw thé nao. N6 ma khong té chdi nhui
thi gio da bi loai thang cang roi.

Thang nhai nhéch mép cuoi.

Kyle chgt nhan ra rang Chiltington chi bip Yasmeen ma thoi. N6 biét ro twr
dau la néu Yasmeen mé& canh ctra dé nhé sé phai lap tic g6i ghém do dac vé
nha.

N6 gia vo chay vé phia canh ctra 1a dé Yasmeen nghi con nhé dang lam
duang.

O, phai roi. Chiltington 1 rang dang rat thém muén chién thing nay.

Khong hé quan tdm rang no6 sé dam dap 1én nhirng ai.

Huyt sao mot cach sang khoai, Charles binh than quanh lai sanh.

“Thang Chiltington dang lam gi ngoai do6 vay?”

Akimi thac mac. “Ho da ndi r6 la 16i vao khéng phai la 16i ra ma.”

Trwdce khi Kyle c6 thé trd 10i, Andrew Peckleman bat dau n6éi néng véi



Miguel khi cau bé lang vang gan cho n6 dang lam viéc.

“Bién di! May muon an cap sang kién ctia tao ha?”

“Khong hé,” Miguel phan bua. “T¢ chi tinh co thdy man hinh ctia cau va
nghi rang cau dang khong di dung hwéng...”

“Biét gi khong, Miguel? Tao khong quan tam may dang nghi gi! Day dau
phai truong hoc. Pay la thw vién cong cong va may khong phai la sép song &
day. Pé tao yén di!”

Miguel c6 vé hoi bat ngo trwdc phan @ng dit doi cia thang ban minh.
“Binh tinh nao ngwdi anh em, t& chi dang mudn gitp théi.”

“Gitp cai bia. May chi muén tao thua thoi.”

Andrew buwdc am am lén tang hai dé nghién ciu tiép trong nhitng can
phong thap phan Dewey. Miguel trong c6é vé buon, lang lang bo di 1én mot
cau thang khac. Bridgette Wadge ciing ldng 1 n6i got.

“Mudn di theo hai cau ay nhu Bridgette khong?”

Akimi thi tham. “T¢ sé theo Peckleman, cau thi theo Miguel.”

“Thoi khoi,” Kyle ngwdc nhin mai vom khong 16 cta thw vién. “T¢ hitng
thd véi may céi cira s6 trén kia hon nhiéu.”

Céach tui n6 ba tang, ngay sat dwdi Mai vom Ki diéu, muoi canh ctra so6
dwgc lap gitta nhitng hoc chim khac twgng. Nhitng canh civa s6 nay gop lai
thanh chiéc cong trdi vi dai téa anh nang xuéng nhitng can phong phia dudi.

“Cau nghi may canh ctra s6 d6 mé duwgc khong?”

“Khong chac. Nhung t¢ chwa bao gio dé mot canh ctra s6 déng kin ngan
can td chién thang mot tro choi ca. Cit héi bo té thi biét.”

“Cai gi?”

“Chuyén cii &y ma, dirng ban tam.” Kyle tién tdi chiéc ghé banh ma Sierra
Russell dang cuon minh doc sach trong do.

“Um, xin 16i dd 1am phién nhung t& héi cau cai nay dugc khong?”

Sierra ngwdc mdt lén nhin v6i mdt &nh mat mo mang.



“T& can mot cuon sach.”

“That khéng?” Sierra n6i. “Thé loai nao?”

“Giong cudn cda cau tim thdy hom qua trén kia ay.” Cau chi tay vé phia
nhitng cai ké sach cao ba tang trong géc phong.

“Truyén gia twéng a?” Sierra hoi

“Pung 16i,” Kyle nhiét tinh gat dau. “Pang mudn gid twéng mot chut
day.”

“Vay cau thich thé loai gia twéng nao?”

“Theé loai nao trén ké sach cao ay,” Kyle n6i. “Cang cao cang tot.”

“That ha?”

“Um.”

“La nhi? Té& chwa bao gio thay ai thich m&t cuon sach dya trén do cao cta
ké sach...”

“T¢ thich mot cuén sach nao dé6 & ngan trén cung. Cubén nao gan bic
twgng 3D cua cai ong dang choi véi con méeo doi mi ay.”

“Y cau la Gido su Seuss?” Sierra néi. “Ong 4y viét truyén Chii méo doi
mi.”

“Tuyét,” Kyle gat gu. “Nhung con mdt chuyén hay hon nita la 6ng ay
ding ngay sat canh ctra so kia kia.”



”@é Tobin 0i? Akimi goi 16n. “Chau mu6n s dung quyén trg giup ‘Tw
van Quan thu’.”

“Cau chac ch?”

“DPay la lgi ich cda viéc thanh 1dp lién minh ma. Cé xai cta tg thi van con
quyeén trg giup cua cau dé dv phong.”

Ba quan thv 3D hién ra va chi cho Akimi cuén Huckleberry Finn cta
Mark Twain la cuén sach nam ngay dwdi hinh chiéu Giao su Seuss va chu
meo doi mii cua ong.

Sau khi ba Tobin bién mat, Kyle va Akimi stt dung may tinh dé tim ma so
ctia cudn Huckleberry Finn.

Kyle chup v0i cay viét nguéch ngoac con so dy lén long ban tay.

“Khong phdi cau dang tinh lam chuyén t@ nghi cau dang tinh lam ch®
Kyle?” Akimi lo lang hai.

“Um. T4 sé bay lén kia, bAm vao céi héc chiéu hinh 3D kia, v6i t6i canh
ctra s6, m@ no ra va gio tay ra. Co ban Luat dau c6 ndi la ca ngudoi phai thoat
khoi thw vién thi méi chién thang dau.”

“Coi chirng té dé.”

“Khdi lo, t& leo tréo nhw khi 4y ma.”

“Thiét do Kyle. Khong dang dau.”

“Dang ma. B0 t& quén ndi la t¢ muodn thang hay sao?”

“Vay thi cau nén c6 mot phuong an an toan,” Sierra Russell goi y.

“Ha?”

“Thi t6 titng doc mGt cudn sach phiéu lwu vién twdng ma nhan vat chinh
da gap mot tinh huéng twong tw. D€ chac an, anh ta da thao hét may cong day



dién thoai ra va noi chung lai dé lam mot sgi day thitng an toan cho ban
than.”

Muoi phit sau, Kyle, Akimi va Sierra da gom hét dong day nhg loang
ngodng cua may chiéc dién thoai ban trong phong. Kyle vong day quanh eo
ctia minh va cot chat dau kia vao tay vin cta cai thang biét bay. Khi kéo hét
mic, sgi day tw ché nay sé dan ra cd sau mét.

Co6 vé chac chan.

“Can than nhé,” Akimi noi.

“Phai do,” Sierra cudi cung cting dong cuén sach lai. Cé vé tan mat theo
doi mot ngwoi that liéu cai mang that bang cach lam mot diéu dang so that sy
la tht duy nhat ma co6 bé nay thay thad vi hon doc sach.

Kyle khoa chat ban chan minh vao chiéc thang.

“Di nao.”

Mot luéng dién chay qua nguwdi cau chang khi tay cau go ma sé ctia cudn
Huckleberry Finn lén ban phim cta cai thang bay.

“Khi cau mé duoc cira s6,” Akimi dan do, “chi can la to 1én “T6i da thoat
raroi!’ va ching ta sé chién thang.”

“Pung thé,” Kyle néi. “Ca ba chiing ta.”

“Ha?”

“Cai day nay do Sierra nghi ra. Gio ca ba chung ta la mot doi.”

“Sao cling dugc. Chi can dirng té gay c6 thoi nhé.”

“Ké hoach la thé.”

Kyle nhan nit xac nhan ma trén ban diéu khién.

Cai thang khé rung minh va bat dau nang Kyle 1én cao vé phia bén phai.

“Coi ching!” Akimi la. “Bam chdt vao!”

“T6 c6 lam gi dau,” Kyle tran an. “Cai thang nay dang lam tat ca moi thw
dé6 chit. Té chi can dirng yén thoi.”

Kyle nam chat 14y tay vin khi chiéc thang nay bay 1én cang lic cang cao.



Cau luét qua nhitng twa sach cua Tolstoy va Thackeray. Nguwéc lén nhin,
Kyle dan thiy ré hon nhitng bitc twvgng 3D nita m& nita to dwgc chiéu trong
nhitng 6 am twong bén canh may canh ctra s6 cong cong.

Nhitng birc twong la mot tap hop ki cuc. Mot ngwoi dan 6ng My goc Phi
dang ng6i tram ngam trong bo do vét that no. Mot nguwdi dan ong khac cé mai
toc xoan dai, ban quan 4o c6 10 si va trén tay cam mot cai guong soi. Mot cau
thanh nién t6c dai dién mot cai do so mi cii nat dang trén phia sau hai chit cai
“P” va “B.” Mot 6ng gia dau troc v6i b rdu ram rap.

Vi nhitng bttc twgng déu la hinh chiéu nén chiing déu c6 mot tdim bang troi
10 litng tredc mat ghi rd ho la nguwdi ndi tiéng nao. Nguwoi gan Kyle nhat la
George Orwell, Lewis Carroll, Gido su Seuss va Maya Angelou.

Khi thang bay 1én cao hon, Kyle cé thé nghe thay tiéng vu vu cta lyc tw
treong tang hinh dang nang cau léen.

Cau bong nghe thay mot am thanh con 6n ao hon nhiéu.

“May ngu bam sinh hay c6 luyén tap vay?”

Con ai nita ngoai Charles Chiltington. N6 dang dwa vao lan can cta tang
hai tudt bén kia.

“May biét khong, Keeley, tao da nghi tdi cach nay thdm chi con truwdc
may. Nhung sau do tao nhan thdy moét diéu ma may bé 15: Bén kia nhitng
canh ctra s6 con mot 16p lwdi bao vé nita.”

Cai bé dang troi lo Itrng lach cach ding lai.

“Chic may ngam nhin tran nha vui vé, Keeley. Tao di thang mot tro choi
khac nita day.”

Kyle mac ké Chiltington va c6 bam vao thanh ctta s6. Cau bé rang sic du
lén nhuwng doi chan cua cau khong them nhic nhich.

Chung da bi khéa chat vao thang bai cai kep nhw doi giay trugt tuyét kia.

Va @ gan tran nha nhw thé nay, Kyle nhan ra Charles néi diing — con mot
16p Iwéi bao vé niva ¢ phia bén kia ctra s6.

Kyle liéc nhin dong h6. Pa mdt gio trwa roi. Cau va dong doi da phi pham



mot tiéng dong ho cho cai y twdng ngd ngan nay. Cau thd dai va lo dénh nhin
vao hinh chiéu Gido su Seuss.

Con méo doi mii bong nhién cat tiéng noi.

“Hay nghi trai va nghi phai va nghi cao va nghi thap.”

Kyle nhan ra giong noi do.

Chinh la ngai Lemoncello.

“Qi, dam tht thi m&i bat ra dugc nhitng sang kién méi chii!”

No6i cach khac, Kyle da trd vé vach xuat phat. Cau can phdi nghi ra mot ké
hoach mdi.

Cai thang bat dau ha ti tit xuéng du Kyle van chwa nhan bat ki cai nt
nao.

“Pung dé y dén thang-bg-dit Charles,” Akimi an ui. “Ciling dang dé thw
ma.”

“T¢ dong y,” Sierra noi.

MGt tiéng hét kinh hoang chgt vong 1én tir dwdi ham.

“Tiéng ctia Haley!” Akimi hot hoang néi. “T¢ thdy cau ay di xuoéng dudi.”

“Duwéi dé la nha kho.” Sierra bo sung.

“Pi nao,” Kyle goi. “L& dau cau dy gap rac roi 16n r6i.”

“Pirng bao gid gitp doi tha ctia minh, Keeley.”

Charles buéc xudng cau thang va mim cuwdi khinh bi.

“Pwong nhién trir khi may luon lu6n mudn choi thua.”



gﬁ thua cugc.

Charles Chiltington luon nghi thé vé nhitng thang da sau da cdm nhu Kyle
Keeley. Chi mot tiéng kéu citu cia mét nhd con gai la thang anh hung rom dé
quén béng mat n6 con mot tro choi dé chién thang sao?

That tham hai.

Trwr khi, Haley Daley hét 1én bai vi con bé da tim dwoc 16i thoat dén chién
thang.

Charles bat cuoi.

Khéng thé nao.

Mac du kha xinh, Haley Daley — nang cong chida ctia khoi bay — van la
mot dita dau dat. Muoi kiép nita mot dita con gai dan nhuw né cling khong thé
nao thang dugc Charles Chiltington.

Pa dén lic thang nay choi theo linh cam cta né.

Mu quan thw tredng da co tinh noéi dén hai lan:

“Cac quan thue & day san sang gitp cac em tim bat c thit gi.” Mot lan khi
ching vira budc vao the vién va nhac lai mot lan nita khi 1dm nham vé quy
dinh tro choi.

Th ma Kyle dang tim la mot 16i thoat nao d6 dé ra khéi thv vién ma
khong phai ctra chinh va khong kich hoat chuong bao dong.

Do 1a li do n6 ct long vong quanh cai dai phun nwédc roc rach ¢ sanh 16n.
Li do ma no lién tuc soi cai ké trng bay dé “Lwa chon ctia quan thu: Sach
dang nhé nhat.”

“Quan thue & day san sang gitp dd,” n6 1lam bam.

“Nhitng cudn sach nay dwgc chon bdi chinh cac quan thw. Pan nhitng



manh moi nay lai, cau tra 10i rd rang dang nam & dau day.”

Bén trong ké sach duwgc dong kin, Charles dém thay mwdoi hai twa sach.

Phai chang mo6i cuén cho mét trong mudi hai nguwdi choi? N6 thac mac.

Trong ta kinh khong phdi 1a nhitng cu6n séach that.

Ching la may miéng x0p dwoc boc trong nhitng céi bia vé hoa van rat chi
nghé thuat. C6 bon ngan va moi ngan bay ba cuén. Bdi vi nhitng thit nay
khong phai la sach that, ma s6 sach khong dugc ghi trén bia.

Charles nhin k¥ vao ba cuén sach & ngan dudi cung.

Sw mén khach cta ké thua cudc dang nam & bén trdi. Ngay trong tui:
Johnny Unitas va t6i nam & gitta.

Cuon con lai, Bita tiéc t6i, nam & bén phai.

Charles quyét dinh coi cuén Johnny Unitas treeéc tién. N6 tién vao phong
doc sach tron va tim nhanh tira sdch nay bang may tinh ctaa thw vién. Khi n6
g0 “Ngay trong tii,” mot bia sach nhin y hét nhu thé xuat hién.

Nhwng van khong thdy ma so.

O dong ma dang 1& phai c6 ma sb sach thi lai bi che lai den thui kém dong
chit “Ma s6 tam x6a khéi hé thong.”

Ré chudt xudng cudi danh sach, Charles dé y thay mdt ghi chu ky la:
“Khéng dé nhu ban nghi dau.”

Charles mim cuoi.

Viéc dong ghi chi dang nam & do6 c6 nghia la n6 dang di ding huéng.

N6 liéc nhin 1én phong doc sach tré em ngay trdc mét. Anh bia cia cudn
truyén vé Johnny Unitas la mot hinh hoat hoa ngé nghinh mo td m6t van
dong vién bong bau duc mac do s6 mwoi chin chuan bi chuyén bong. Thit anh
bia vé& ngd nghinh nhw thé nay chi danh cho sach con nit thoi.

Di nhién né ciing c6 thé la tiéu sit cia mot van dong vién thé thao lam
chrr.

Vay rét cudc cudn sach nay dang nam & ké sach thiéu nhi, ké sach tiéu st



hay ké sach thé thao?

Charles quay lai v&i cuén danh muc. N6 doc tom tat sach: “Billy muén tr@
thanh mot tién vé bong da giong nguwdi hung ctia cau, Johnny Unitas, nhung
huan luyén vién lai lo lang rang cau sé bi chan thwong.”

N6 doc giong nhw mdt cau truyén gia twdng. Mot cau chuyén bia. N6 phai
ndam trong phong doc sach thiéu nhi.

Trong ltc Charles bang qua san thw vién bang da cam thach tron lang, n6
chot nhan ra cai gi do.

Liéu day c6 giong nhu tro choi thi tri nhd ma né tirng choi khi con hoc
mau giao? N6 phdi tim mot hinh giéng véi bia sach minh vira ghi nhé lai
trong dau. Pay ciling chi 1a mot tro choi thir thach tri nhé ma thoi — dé 1a 1i do
ma trén ta kinh ghi “Lwa chon ctia quan thu: Sadch dang nhé nhat thang.”

“Rat thong minh, ngai Lemoncello a,” né 1am bam. “Théng minh 1am.”

Charles di vao phong doc sach tré em va mat khong téi mot phat dé tim
thdy cudn sach. Johnny Unitas dang nam ngay trén ké dau tién.

“Tim thay r6i!” Charles ming r& kéu 1én. R6i vita nham nhap khoanh
khac do, n6 vira 1ay cudn sach ra va doc to twa sach 1én: “Ngay trong tui:
Johnny Unitas va t6i.”

Bong nhién, mét bay ngong ro-bot & trong géc phong bat dau kéu quang
quac va hat vang len.

“Ho goi ong la Quy ngai Ghi ban, dung vay, ho goi ong la Quy ong G.”

bam ngong khién Charles giat ban minh va danh roi cuén sach.

Mot tam thé nhé hinh vudng roi ra.

Charles cti xuéng nhat né 1én.

In trén tam thé nay la mot hinh trang den. M6t tién vé mang s6 4o muoi
chin (giong nhw Johnny Unitas), dang dwa tay ra sau lay da dé ném béng.

Charles mim cuoi.

N6 chac chan da di ding huéng.



N6 nhét tam thé trang den vao trong tdi va voi va chay veé ta kinh dé ghi
nhd nhitng twa sach con lai.



“@) o bi ket rit C6 ai khong gitip veil”

Tiéng la ctia Haley Daley vang vong khdp cau thang khi Kyle dan hai
nguoi ban ctia cau xuong dudi Nha kho.

“Vay rot cuoc Nha kho 1a gi vay?” Akimi hdi. Con nho theo sat ngay sau
lung Kyle.

“D6 la noi ma thw vién cat gitt nhitng tai liéu nghién citu caa ho,” Sierra
tra 101, n6 chay sau Akimi c6 hai buéc.

Khi ca ba xudng t6i tang ham, ching thay mot day dai nhitng gia sach cao
dén tran nha dugc sap x€p rat ngan nap

“Gitip v6il”

Giong Haley phat ra tir tuot bén kia tang ham, phia sau nhitng gia kim loai
chat day hop gidy, sach va thung.

“Cai gi vay nhi?” Kyle hoi. Cau bé ng6 nghiéng khap noi, tim cach vuot
qua m@ do nay dé dén cho Haley dang gap nan.

“Pa s0 la sach quy hiém va nhitng tai liéu ma ching ta thuong khong
duwgc phép dung dén,” Sierra giai thich. “Nhung néu cau dién vao gidy yéu
cau, cau c6 thé mwon dem lén phong doc xai.”

Bon tré bong nghe thay tiéng dong co dién rit 1én.

Ching mo mam lan theo va phat hién ra mét chi r6-bot sang loang co
mau giong nhu binh doan nguwdi may trong phim Chién tranh Gitta Cac Vi
sao dang di chuyén giita cac ké sach cao ngat. Chu ro-bot nay di lai bang mot
banh xe xich 16n gan dwdi chan va c6 mot cai ré to tredc mat.

“Hay bam theo con r6-bot dé!” Kyle la 1én. “T¢ nghi né biét dwong ngan
nhat dé dén cho cua Haley.”



B0 ba nhanh chéng chen qua hanh lang hep va bat kip cha ro6-bot dang
vuon canh tay may ctia né lay mot cai hop det bang kim loai ra khoi ngan ta.

Chiéc hop dugc cat trong mot ngan ké sau m6ét man hinh LCD nhap nhay
chit “Cac tap chi & An phdm Pinh ki nhitng ndm 1930.”

“B0O c6 ai do trén kia mudn doc tap chi cli hay sao vay ta?” Akimi thi
tham.

“Cac ban ay chac dang muon tim hiéu vé Ngan Hang L& Vang cii,” Sierra
néi. “Néu té nhd khong lam thi n6é dugc xay vao nam 1930.”

“Ctltu té vai!” tiéng Haley rén 1i. “Té bi ket 16i.”

“Rang cho mot chut!” Kyle la to. “Chung t& dang dén day.”

“Lam on nhanh lén!”

“Loi nay,” Kyle chi.

Bon tré chay vit qua mét hanh lang nhoé khac, queo phai, va thay Haley,
tay con nho dang ket trong mot ngan sach gan tran cua tang ham. Dé véi t6i
do, no phai déng trén mot cai ban dap dai ching mwoi mét dang nang lén
khoi mat dat. Vi céi thit d6 dang quay vong vong nén Haley phai luéng cuéng
chay tai cho dé khong phai té dap mat xudng dat. Mot cai bang chuyén hién
dai chay ri ri trén nhitng truc lan rai rac.

Mudi con r6-bot mang gié dugc sap xép so le ¢ hai bén cai bang chuyén.

“T6¢ nghi day la mot chiéc may sap xép sach tw dong,” Sierra tram ngam.
“Tia la-de gan mat ca chan cia Haley c6 thé dé quét ma s6 in trén bia sach va
ra Iénh cho bang chuyén chuyén sach dén ding ké.”

“Cac cau co thé ngirng tan gau va giup té dugce khong?” Haley giuc.

Kyle lui lai, c6 gang danh gia tinh hinh.

“Tay cau dang bi ket vao dau vay?”

“Vao cai 10 tra sach ngu ngoc caa céi thw vién nay,”

Haley dap. “T¢ thay no trén ban do6. Nguoi di ngoai duong co thé bé sach
vao trong day dé tra lai cho thuw vién, nén t& doan 16 nay sé thong vdi bén



ngoai.”

“Thong minh day,” Kyle nhan xét. “Cau c6 thé bo qua cai 16 dé ra ngoai.”

“Néu ngudi cau mong nhw mot cudn sach,” Akimi cham choc.

“Nhung gio t6 bi ket r6i,” Haley am ¢ ndi. “Cai bang chuyén quy quai
nay bat dau chay ngay khi t¢ vira dat chan 1én.”

Kyle gat gu. “Co 1€ hé théng nay c6 cong tac cam ng trong lwong.”

“Chi can mot cu6n sach nam 1én dé,” Akimi tiép 10i, “la bang chuyén tw
dong khoi dong ngay lap tuc.”

“Lau ca that,” Kyle reo lén. “Day chac han la cai bay dau tién cuta tro choi
nay.”

“N6 chang vui chit nao néu cau la ngudi bi mac bay dau!” Haley noi.

Kyle quay sang hoi Sierra. “Ta can ditng bang chuyén lai dé Haley kéo tay
ra khéi cai 16 d6 ma khong té dap mong hay bé so. Cau da bao gio doc cudn
sach nao nhan vat chinh gap phai tinh huéng twong ty nhw thé nay chwa?”

“Khong,” Sierra lac dau. “Khong cé.”

“Con mot cuén ma nhan vat chinh chi can gat cong tac bao dong thi sao?”
Akimi hoi. “Vi d6 a diéu té sé lam, néu tg tim ra.”

Akimi dang ditng canh mdt hop cong tac gan trén twong. Co bé gat cong
tac. Chiéc bang chuyén chay cham lai r6i dirng lai han.

“Ta-da! Lai thém mét chién cong vang doi dé bé vao trong cudn tu truyén
sé xudt ban twong lai cia té — néu t¢ cé viét mot cudén.”

Haley cham rai rit tay ra khoi 16 trd sach. Ca ba dita déu nghe thay ro
tiéng khdp ngon tay kéu rang rac. Co bé ngobi phich xuong céi bé lanh ngat.

“Tay t& dep 1ép nhw cai banh da r6i,” Haley rén ri.

“Cau c6 bi thwong khong?” Kyle héi. “Cé 1é ching t& nén dat cau dén gap
mdy ong bédo vé...”

“Cai gi? Chi la vét bam nhé ma cau nghi t¢ sé vé nha sao? Quén chuyén
do di, Kyle Keeley. Cau sé khong danh bai té dé dang nhw vay dau.”



“Tdé dau co...”

Haley gio ban tay cua c0 bé ra tredc mdt Kyle.

“Thoi di, Keeley.” Con nho bat dau bo ra khéi bang chuyén. “Bang cach
nay hay cach khac, t¢ sé chién thang tro choi nay. TG sé trd thanh ngbi sao
trong nhitng quang céo cta ngai Lemoncello va kiém that nhiéu tién.”

R6i con nho ca nhac di gitta nhitng ké sach va di 1én cau thang dé quay lai
phong doc sach tron.

Sau khi n6 di khuat, Akimi gio tay l1én. “Thua thay gido Kyle, em cé mot
cau hoi?”

“Sao?” Kyle dap

“Tai sao nhitng nguoi trong phong diéu khién khong tat cai hé thong phan
loai sach do di khi ho thay Haley dang nhdy cha-cha-cha trén d6?”

Kyle nhtin vai. “Co6 thé ho khong thay.”

“That ra,” Sierra noéi, chi tay vé phia mot miéng gach 16t san gan cai may
phan loai sach, “T'¢ nghi ho c6 quan sat ching ta day.”

Kyle nhin theo ngon tay ctia c6 bé. Miéng gach 16t san dang phat ra anh
sang giong nhw nhitng man hinh may tinh trong phong doc sach tron. Nhitng
dong chit bat dau xuat hién trén bé mat ctia vién gach dang phat sang.

“Xin chic mirng,” cau doc to, “vi da co6 diing khi dé gitip d& Haley. Cac
chau xttng dang duwgc thwdng nhiéu hon la nhitng 16i khen miéng.”

Viéen gach ma ra.

O trong d6 1a mot chiéc hop nhé. Trong cai hop 1a mot cudn gidy véi mot
tam thé vang gan & dau mau vang.

“Hr,” Akimi noi. “T@ doan la that sy c6 nguoi dang quan sat moi hanh
dong cua chung ta.”

Kyle kéo tdm thé mau vang ra khédi cudn gidy. N6 thom litng mui chanh.

“Trong do ghi gi vay?” Sierra hoi.

Kyle mé& t0 gidy ra dé ca Sierra va Akimi déu thay noi dung dwoc in trén



do:
QUA THUONG: MANH MOI SIEU CAP.



“(Oroi i, that 1a ngdc qua mal”

Haley khong thé tin dwgc la n6 lai ngu dén nhu vay.

“Co gang chui qua mot cai 16 bo sach? Lam nhe mudn la dugc ay.”

Con nho dang chi chiét ban than mdt cach tham té trong lic 16t 1én tang
mot cua toa thw vién.

Khi buwdc vao phong doc sach tron, né thdy Charles Chiltington dang
nhanh nhdu chay ra sanh 16n mot lan nita.

Chiltington la mot con ran doc. Té hon nita. N6 la mot con sén. Hay mot
con dia. Mot thit tron tudt chuyén dé lai nhitng vét nhay nhua va thich chém
chia y twong cua nguoi khac. B6 1a li do ma dém qua Chiltington bam dudi
cap mot sach thuw vién, Peckleman va Fernandez, trong cudc san tim mon
trang miéng. Haley du thong minh dé nhan ra rang Chiltington chi dang loi
dung so hé cua hai thang ngay tho dé dé an cap y twéng cua ching.

That ra, Haley thong minh hon moi ngudi twdng nhiéu (trir thay c6 gido va
mu gia cham diém IQ cta co bé). Baéi véi mot s6 ngwoi, da s6 la ngudi 16n va
nhitng cau trai ngdc nghéch, gia bo la mot nang cong chuia ngd ngan gitup co
bé dat dwgc thit minh muén dé dang hon nhiéu.

Va tht ¢c6 bé mudn bay gio chinh la tién. Cang nhiéu cang tét. B6 n6 da
mat viéc gan mot nam roi.

Cac khodn tiét kiém ctia gia dinh cling da dan can kiét. B6 me n6 da phai
vay mugn nguwoi than va ho hang khap noi.

Néu Haley chién thang cudc thi nay va dwgc lam gwong mat dai dién cho
cong ty cuia ngai Lemoncello, thoi ky ting quan cia gia dinh né sé cham dut
va ho sé khong phai ban nha. Va mot khi nguwdi ta thdy nd trong quang céao



cta ngai Lemoncello trén TV, nhitng cong ty khac sé bat dau théem muén né
xuat hién trong quang cdo ctia ho. Va ca phim anh nita. N6 c6 thé cé chuong
trinh truyén hinh cta riéng minh nita chi.

Trén kénh Disney chang han.

Nhung dé tat ca nhitng gidc mo ay thanh hién thyc, Haley can nghi ra cach
dé chién thang — cang nhanh cang tét. Mot y twéng nao dé tét hon “chui qua
mot cai 16 nhé chi bang 6 tay.” C6 thé no6 sé thir chui vao cau tiéu, xa nuéc
dé minh troi ra ngoai giong nhuw tro choi thii hoac ma Charles choi ngay hém
qua.

Co bé huwdng dén tiém ca phé X6 Sach dé co thé ngoi nghi va suy nghi.

Haley buéc vao tiém ca phé va xem xét chiéc ban chat day banh keo.
Nhitng khay banh quy, dau, chu6i va banh s6-c6-la chen chiic nhau trén mat
ban. Ngoi xudng va can mot miéng banh hanh nhan nhé, cé bé nghién citu
hang sach nau an dugc trung bay trong tiém.

Mot twa sach dac biét thu hut sy chu y caa n6: Banh tritng, Banh quy va
Banh nuéng, Oi tuyét voi qud!

Bai vi bia sach nay nhin cyc ky quen thudc: hai con cttu mat to nhw cai
chén lam bang banh kem phu s6-co6-la, bo 16ng lam bang nhitng cuc keo déo
nho.

Haley 10 m@ nhan ra né da thay bia sach nay ¢ dau do roi.

O trong sanh vao!

N6 la mot trong nhitng twa sach dang nhé duwogc chon bai cac quan thw va
trng bay trong chiéc ta kinh 16n.

Co bé budc t6i chiéc ké va 1dy cudn sach xudng.

Khi mé& né ra, Haley tim thay hai tam thé dugc gidu trong dé.

Mot tdm thé nho hinh vudng mau trang, trén do in hinh béng den ctia con
curu.

Tam thé thit hai 1a mot tdm thé mau vang c6 kich c& giong la bai Ruwong
bau Cua chung trong Co Triéu phu. Haley ngui thir. N6 c6 mui chanh.



C6 bé mim cuwdi. “Chanh cho Lemoncello®.”

Mot mat ctia tdm thé ghi:

QUA THUONG: MANH MOI SIEU CAP

O mat kia ghi:

TRI NHO TUYET VOI CUA BAN SE DUQC TUONG THUONG
BANG NHIEU NHUNG KY NIEM TUYET VOI NUA. HAY DEN
PHONG KY NIEM CUA NGAI LEMONCELLO.

TIM MON PO SO 12.

Haley can than cat hai tdm thé vao tdi quan jean ctia minh, rit tdim ban do
ra va tim thdy phong Ky niém cda ngai Lemoncello toa lac trén tang ba cua
thw vién.

Kiém tra ki cang la khong c6 bat ky ai (dac biét 1a Charles Chiltington)
dang theo doi minh, Haley lang lang buwéc 1én cau thang xoan 6c dé 1én tang
hai. Ngé nghiéng mot lan nita dé chac rang Chiltington khong c6 ¢ gan day,
n6é nhén chan di 1én tang ba. O day, c6 bé tim thdy mot cin phong ghi: “Bao
tang mi ni nhi*ng cua na ca nhan thu vi tao lao cta ngai Lemoncello.”

* Lemon la chanh

Haley day canh ctra va buéc vao.

Can phong dang triéc nhin nhw mot kho sach khong 16. Nhitng thung gidy
dwgc dadt chong chat 1én nhau trén nhitng ngan ké go, bén dudi xép hang dong
gio dung giay to. Tat thdy thung, hop, gid va ké déu dugc danh sd. Co bé
thdy mot hop déan so “576.”

“Co vé nhw ngai Lemoncello chang bao gid quang mon gi di ca,” Haley
chat lwdi nhin ndi do linh tinh khong 16, cd gang cang mat tim con s6 “12.”

Len 16i gitta mot bién nhitng hang va cot, Haley cudi cung ciling tim dwoc
“Qua thwong: Manh mo6i siéu cap” ctia minh. Moén do tht mwdi hai 1a mot
hop dung giay nho cta tiém giay Alexandriaville ma Haley chwa bao gio
nghe ndi t6i. Ai d6 da danh dau nap hop: “Phu tung linh tinh, d6 trang bi dac
biét va nhitng thit nhdm nhi ctia ngai Lemoncello ltic mwdoi hai tu6i.”



Haley mé@ nap. Cai hop day nhdc thi lat vat trén troi dwdi dat: nhitng mau
co dwoc got tay nham nhd, mdt 1a qudc ky, mot huy hiéu deo nguc tranh ct
ctia H-H-H Humphrey mau do, trang va xanh, mét cai phong bi rach buom
duwgc dan nham nhd lai bang mot nui bang keo.

Ai d6 da ghi 1én mit trwdc cia phong bi: “Y twéng dau tién va toi t& nhat
trong lich st bang btit 16ng xanh.

Trong hop con c6 mét 14 co treo nhd cua Disneyland va mot xap bai cii ky
duwgc cot lai bang thun cho bo co ban Géi hang Dién dién. (L4 bai dau tién la
Ké yéu dudi, bita sang ctia nha vo dich.)

Haley biét chiéc hop ky niém nay la mot manh moi rat quan trong.

Tai sao? Co bé hoan toan khong nght ra.



(.g'{yle 1at tdm thé manh m6i cé mui chanh ctia cau lai va doc dong chit in
trén mat kia.

BAN SE TiM THAY PHIEN BAN TOI THUONG CUA TRO CO BAN
DUOI PAY TREN BAN CONG TANG HAI BAO QUANH PHONG POC
SACH.

“Ha?” Akimi thac mac. “Vay la sao?”

“Khong biét. Bé doc cudn gidy coi sao?”

Akimi va Sierra giip Kyle c6 dinh cac gbéc ctia cudn gidy lai trén nén
gach.

“Puogc roi,” Kyle lam bam. “N6 nhin giong mot ban phac thdo ctia mot tro
co ban. Thay cai hinh tron & gitta nhitng hinh tron khac khéng? Chac dé la
noi dat con xoay. Mudi cai 6 nay la cho dé ta di chuyén quan cg...”

Kyle chgt dung lai.

“Khoan da.”

“Cai gi?” Akimi hoi.

“Cau nhan ra tro nay ha?” Sierra t0 mo.

“Um,” Kyle tra 15i. “T¢ m&i choi trd ndy mdy ngay trudc véi anh Curtis
cua t6. Pay la tro Cuéc Hanh hwong Ky thu dén mic Ky la cua ngai
Lemoncello. Tro dé 1ay boi canh ctia mot thw vién gia tuwéng.”

“Thé con cai ‘phién ban tdi thwgng’ trén lan can tang hai c6 nghia la gi?”
Sierra thac mac.

Kyle nhe rang cuwoi. “Ro6i cau sé thay.”

Ba dita nhanh chéng di ra khoi tdng ham. Kyle nhin thdy Andrew
Peckleman dang ditng giita phong doc sach tron, m& mot chiéc hop 16n bang



kim loai trén chiéc ban chinh giita phong.

Ba Tobin 3D dang ditng dd, kién nhan mim cuwdi nhin Peckleman ldy may
t0 tap chi ra khoi hop. Miguel cling dang lang vang gan do, ro rang né dang
cho dén lwgt minh tham van ba Tobin.

“DP6 la tap tai liéu ma tui minh thiy con ro-bot 1ay ra khoi ké do,” Akimi
thi tham.

Kyle gat dau. Cau ra hiéu cho hai dita kia di theo minh, vong qua cau
thang. Akimi va Sierra nhon got theo sau lung Kyle.

Bon tré chgt nhin thdy Haley Daley dang lan lat ¢ cau thang & phia bén
kia thu vién, ding cai ma bon Kyle mégi dung dé di 1én. Con nho dang di
xuong lai tang ham!

Kyle ti hdi khong biét c6 phai Haley da tim ra mot cho nao khac dé chui
qua khong. Néu qua nhu vay thi hy vong lan nay thi d6 sé to hon mot cai
hom thuw.

“Pay c6 phai 1a cudn tap chi nguyén goc khong?”

Kyle nghe tiéng Peckleman hét vao mat ba quan thu.

“Pung vay, ANDREW. Quyén tw van cua chau da két thic: moi nguoi chi
duwgc hoi mot cau. Tiép theo? Ta giup gi duwgc chau day, MIGUEL?”

“Ba di dau vay?” Andrew cau gat ngat 10i. “T6i da hoi xong dau.”

“Um, quyén tw van ctia cau da két thic, Andrew a,” Miguel néi.

“Aino6i?”

“Ba quan thuw.”

“MIGUEL?” ba Tobin 3D hoi. “Cau hoi ctua chau la gi?”

“Xin 16i, ngwoi anh em. TG da bao cau ro6i ma.”

“Ba giong y chang ba Yunghans & truong,” Peckleman noi néng. “Quan
thu nao cling thién vi may ca!”

“Yo. B6t nong nao bo téo.”

“T6i sé cho ba thay, ba Tobin a! T4t ca mdy ngudi sé thay. T6i sé danh bai



Miguel Fernandez. Va sau khi t6i chién thang, t6i sé bao ngai Lemoncello
tong c6 ba ra dwong.”

“Ba ay la mot hinh chiéu ma,” Miguel pha ra cuoi.

“Lam sao cau dudi viéc duwgc mot ngwoi khong tén tai?”

“Vay thi tao sé kéu ngai Lemoncello rut day dién cua ba ra.” Peckleman
om 1ay dong tap chi va dung dung di ra khéi can phong dé dén sanh vao.

“Té doan Andrew dang muodn lam gi d6 vdi canh ctta chinh bang sat,”
Kyle néi tham v&i Akimi.

“Vay thi né ngu qua. Ho da néi rang 16i vao khong giong nhw 16i ra ma.”

“Co6 thé Andrew nghi rang Gido su Zinchenko khéng noéi that,” Sierra
phong doan.

“Di nao,” Kyle giuc, dan dau ca nhém t6i cau thang gan nhat 1én tang hai.
Liéc nhin ra sau lung, cdu bé thdy Miguel dat 1én ban mot manh gidy nhé 1én
ban tredc mat ba quan thw 3D.

“Moén d6 nay dang tam thdoi bi chuyén ra khoi kho sach, MIGUEL,” ba
Tobin noéi. “Nhuwng chau cé thé tim thdy né & ngan trung bay ké bén birc
twgng ctia Winkle va Grimble. D€ ta dwa chau dia diém chinh xac.”

Mot tiéng nghién ken két nho vang 1én, nhu tiéng chiéc vé xem phim chay
ra khoi may trong rap chiéu phim. Miguel chop lay mét t& gidy vuéng nho
xudt hién trén mat ban va voi va quay di.

N6 sitng nguoi lai khi thdy Kyle, Akimi va Sierra dang lén di vong qua
phong ngay phia sau lwng minh.



”C@héo,” Miguel ling ting no6i, nhanh tay gidu miéng gidy hinh vudng nho
xiu ra sau lung. “Yo.”

“Yo,” Kyle dap. “Pang lam gi thé?”

“Khong cé gi. Chi 13, cu biét day, gidi cau dé nhw moi nguwoi thoi.”

“Okay, gdp lai sau.”

“Um, xiu nita gip lai.”

Ca hai cau bé dung nam dam tay vo nguc nhw cac cau tha bong chay hay
lam. Miguel ré phai va chay dén cau thang dé di 1én tang hai.

“Mau lén nao cac cau,” Kyle dan ca bon chay 1én mét cau thang khac.

Khi Kyle, Akimi va Sierra tim dén dwgc ban céng tang hai, tui né nhin
Miguel chay lén tang ba. Ngay lic Miguel bién mat vao mot can phong trén
dé, Kyle trai cudn gidy phac thao tro chaoi ra.

“Nhin vao ban phac thdo nay, ro6i nhin xuéng tang dwdi kia,” Kyle noi.

“Chung y chang nhau!” Sierra nhanh chéng nhan ra.

“Chinh xac. Mot can phong tron véi mot chiéc ban tron & tam.”

“Tuyét,” Akimi tiép 10i. “Va trén tang hai c6 mudi canh ctta bao quanh
can phong tron y hét nhw trén ban phac thao kia.”

Kyle g6 gd vao con xoay & gbéc phdi ban vé. “Hai cau cé thdy con xoay
duwgc chia lam mudi phan c6 mau sac khac nhau, dwgc danh s6 tir khdng dén
chin khong?”

“N6 nhin giong nhw Mai vom Ki diéu,” Akimi néi, “khi n6 khong xoay
mong mong nhv kinh van hoa hay chiéu doan phim lam ching ta twéng nhw
toa nha dang treo lo Ittng trén troi & Alaska, n6 lam té buén noén ludén.”

“Trong tro choi, cau phai di vao hét cd mudi can phong sach ctia hé thap



phan Dewey va tra 10i mot cau do vé mot cudn sach. Néu trd 10i ding, cau
duwgc ldy mot cudn sach va qua phong tiép theo. Khi nao thu thap da muwoi
cubn sach cia mwdi can phong thi lic dé chu yéu chi con la ai chay ra khoi
thw vién nhanh nhat nita thoi.”

“Pugc,” Akimi ho hagi. “Tét qua. Pay la mot budc tién 16n.”

“Ngoai tri mot diéu con thiéu,” Kyle noi.

“Biéu gi?” Sierra haéi.

“Ngai Lemoncello luén gidau mot con dwong tat trong tro choi. Vi du,
trong tro Gia dinh Quai di...”

“Chung ta c6 thé sit dung 6ng dan than dé trigt vao biét thy cua triéu phu
dé chién thang tro choi,” Akimi néi.

“Pung vay. Va trong tro choi 1au dai ta thady hom qua, Charles di duong
tat ra ngoai bang hé théng ong cong. Tuy nhién, khi 6ng anh Curtis cta t@
chién thang tro Cudc Hanh Huong...”

“Cau ma thua 4?” Akimi gid bo bat ngo.

“B6i khi thoi. Nhung Curtis thang 1a béi vi anh dy xai mot con dwong tat.”
Kyle chi vao mot hinh vuéng den trén ban vé. “Thi nay gitp anh ay di thang
ra ngoai dwong. Curtis thang té& sat nut bang ding duy nhat mét lwgt xoay.”

“Nhung t6 khong thay bat ki hinh vudng den nao trong phong doc sach
cd,” Akimi noi.

“Co thé,” Sierra noéi, “la trong tro choi méi nay, ngai Lemoncello giau
nhitng hinh vuong nay dau do khong phai trong can phong chinh nay.”

Kyle gat gu. “Va co Ié dé thang tro choi Cuéc Hanh Huong phién ban méi
nay ta can phai choi tro choi cii.”

“Cau dung la thiéen tai!” Akimi han hoan reo lén.

“Khong phai dau, ong anh Curtis cua t¢ mai la thién tai. T& chi thich choi
game thoi. Vay mot thu vien thwong co co ban khong?”

“Chéc chin roi,” Sierra tra 15i. “Y t& 13, thw vién & ndi bé t§ dang song c6



co ban.”

“O phong nao?” Akimi rit xap ban do cia ¢ bé ra.

“Thanh thiéu nién.”

Akimi nhanh chéng tim ra dugc dia diém bd ba can dén. “Tang ba, ngay
trén cau thang kia.”

“Pi nao!” Kyle noi.

Nhung trde khi bon tré c6 thé xuat phat, chiing nghe thdy giong ngai
Lemoncello vang vong khap phong doc sach tron.

“Chéu da san sang cho vong Thir thach Cuc do chwa, Bridgette?”

Kyle va hai dita ban nhom xudéng duwéi qua thanh ban cong. Bridgette
Wadge dang ditng mot minh trwdc chiéc ban cia quan thw, ngwéc nhin l1én
tran nha.

“R0i a,” nho tra 1oi.

“Chéu c6 chac khong?” Giong ngai Lemoncello phét ra tir nhitng chiéc loa
gidu dau dé. “Chau van con dén hai muoi hai tiéng dong ho dé tim duong ra
ma?”

“Chéau mudn lam ngay bay gio co. Di trudc hét tat ca nhitng ban khac.”

“Rat quyét doan. Gido su Zinchenko? Vui long khdi dong lai nhitng biic
twong giup toi.”

Muoi biee twgng 3D khong 16 gan tran nha ngay 1ap titc bién mat.

“Thtr thach Cyc do nay dva trén tro choi co dién c6 tén Tac gid nao?” ngai
Lemoncello thong bao. “Sau day la nhitng tac gia cua chau.”

Nhu mét phép mau, nhitng bitc twgng 3D mdi lan lwgt xuat hién khi ngai
Lemoncello doc tén ho ra.

“Charles Dickens, Raymond Chandler, Edgar Allan Poe, Agatha Christie,

Patricia Highsmith, Mario Puzo, Frederick Forsyth, John Le Carré, Dashiell
Hammett va Fyodor Dostoyevsky.”

“Ong ay viét cuén Tdi ac va Tring phat,” Bridgette hao hitc.



“Qua co vay.”

“Va that ra,” Bridgette tiép tuc, “tdt cd nhitng tac gia trén diéu viét tiéu
thuyét trinh tham.”

“Chau lai doan chinh xac nita r6i. Tuy nhién, d6 chi méi la phan dé nhat.
Gido su Z? Cé cach nao dé ching ta lam tro choi nay kho nhan kinh khing dé
xitng dang la mot Thir thach Cwe do khong?”

“Pon gian thoi,” giong cd quan thw vang khap mai vom. “Em c6 hai phuit,
Bridgette, dé liét ké bon tac pham cho moi tac gia trén.”

Kyle nuét nwdc bot. “Thi thach nay la bat kha thi,” cau thi tham.

“Khong han,” Sierra ndi. C6 bé bat dau liét ké hang loat tdc pham ngay ca
khi ngai Lemoncello chwa néi “Bat dau!” Tiéng dong ho kéu tich tac vang doi
khap can phong.

“Um, dugc roi,” Bridgette 1én tiéng. “An mang trén chuyén tau tdc hanh
Phuong Pong, Mudi nguoi Da D6 nhé bé, An mang trén song Nile, Bay
chuot.”

Pau do, tiéng chudng kéu 1én ding va bitrc twong ctia mot nguwdi phu ni
Anh mang déi giay ky cuc bién mat.

“Poe. Nhitng vu giét nguwdi trong nha xac Rue, V& kich ctia cai chét do,
Btrc thw bi danh cap va Chiéc thung ciia Amontillado.”

Mot tiéng ding khac vang 1én. Mot bitc twgng khac bién mat.

Bridgette ci¢ tiép tuc noi.

“Troi oi,” Kyle thi tham, “con nhé nay hoc 16p may r6i? Mudi hai 4?”

“Lop bay,” Akimi dinh chinh, “nhuv tui minh thoi.”

Bridgette liét ké dugc hang chuc tac pham. Tiéng chuong kéu lén lién tuc.

Nhung tiéng dong ho cling tich tac chang dirng.

“Muoi giay nita,” ngai Lemoncello noi.

Bridgette chtra lai tac gia kho nhat cudi cung.

“Fyodor Dostoyevsky. Toi ac va Trung phat. Um, Tgi ac va Trung phat...



Cu6n sach vé tinh anh em... Huynh dé...”

ROi n6 im re.

Hét von r6i.

MGt tiéng coi vang rén ca phong doc sach tron.

“Rat tiéc, Bridgette,” Gido sw Zinchenko noi.

“Nhung nhu ching toi da canh bao, Thir thach Cyc do vo cung khd. Chau
sé vé nha v&i mot phan qua lwu niém cta chwong trinh. Lam on tré lai thé thw
vién ctia chau cho Clarence va cdm on vi da tham gia tro choi Tron thoat khoi
thv vién cua ngai Lemoncello.”

“Té quyét dinh r6i,” Kyle lam bam. “T¢ sé khong bao gid choi cai thw
Tht thach Cyce do quai quy do.”

“T& cling vay,” Akimi tan thanh.

“Chac t¢ sé thit,” Sierra ngdp ngirng noi. “Biét dau dugc...”

Va co bé chia cho Kyle va Akimi t& gidy nhap nhau nhi ma c6 bé da liét
ké ra nam twa sach cho ca muoi tac gia.



QQZkimi nam ldy tay cam cua canh cita dan vao Phong Thanh Thiéu Nién.
“Ctra khoa mat r6i.”

“Pay,” Sierra noi. “Stt dung thé thu vién cuaa té ne.”

“Ha,” Akimi thac mac. “Sao tén sach phia sau thé ctia ciu ciing khac
vay?”

“T6 nghi khong ai dugc cho tya sach giong nhau dau. TG c6 In dau Ai
Cap: Nhitng tro choi ki la va Vui vGi nhitng tro choi mién Vién Tay.”

“Ca hai cubn sach déu vé viéc chu du sao?” Kyle néi. “Pa vay.”

Akimi quet thé cta Sierra vao may doc phia trén nam dam ctra. Canh ctra
kéu lach cach. Kyle day ctra vao.

Nhitng birc twong cua Phong Thanh Thiéu Nién dugc son vang va tim.
Trén san nha c6 mot tdm tham hoa tiét xody trén 6c mau trang den va trén san
con c6 nhitng chi€c ghé banh tron. M6t cap ghé s6 pha duwgc thiét ké nhw
bang choi tro Xép chit va chiing c6 may cai gbi con con in hinh chir cai.

Akimi dung khuyu tay huych be swon Kyle mot cai. “Nhin kia.”

O gbc trong cling clia can phong c6 mot quay ban vé ruc rd sic mau véi
mot hinh ném bang may ng6i & trong.

Trén cai mai ké soc cia quay vé la mot bang ron dé chit “Vui & Choi”.
Mot hinh nhan ngbi trong ta kinh u?

N6 nhin giong hét ngai Lemoncello.

Du ga hinh nom ay khong deo khan dong, nhung ngai Lemoncello bang
nhwa nay goi lai cho Kyle hinh dnh cia mdy 6ng thay béi trong tro choi
Zoltar ma né6 hay choi lic nha.

“Khong phai la 6ng dy dau nhi?” Akimi di ngay sau lung Kyle, cat tiéng



héi.

“Khong dau, no chi la mot con bup bé may thoi.”

Co may do nhv twgng kia mang mot chiéc mii den va 4o khoac mau dé.
Do céi quay treo bang ron “Vui & Choi” nén Kyle doan rang cau phai néi
chuyén véi hinh ném nay dé 1ay dugc mot tro choi.

“Um, xin chdo,” cau bé ngap ngitng néi. “Chiing chdu muén tim mét bd
co ban.”

Tiéng chubng va tiéng huyt sdo vang 1én, va chiéc den dé bat dau chap.
Hinh ndém cda ngai Lemoncello bat dau cuc cva.

“Mudn choi tro nao, thi hdy néi tén n6 ra.” Miéng hinh ndm mé ra déng
vao dung nhip voi nhitng gi n6 dang noi.

“Ong c6 trd Cudc Hanh hwong Ky thd dén méc Ky la cia ngai
Lemoncello khong?”

“Thé Joey Pigza cé mat kiém soat khong? Ella c6 bi quyén rii khong?

“Ha?”

“Noi co6 di,” Sierra ggi y.

“A tm, c6.”

“Puoc roi, Gilly Hopkins vi dai a,” hinh ndom ctia ngai Lemoncello ndi,
“tro choi caa cau day.”

Kyle nghe thay tiéng may moéc kéu lach cach va ru ru. Sau do, véi mot
tiéng lanh canh, mgt cai 16 maé ra trén mat triedec quay vé va hop tro choi trugt
ra.

“Choi vui nhé!” hinh ndm no6i. “Va hdy nhé rang, choi khong phai la dé
thang hay thua, ma la chgi mot cach dep mat. Do d6 hay nhé doc hwédng dan
cho k¥ nhé — dé cac chau biét choi tro choi nay nhw thé nao.”

Kyle mang chiéc hop dén cai ban gan nhat.

“Puogc roi, hay sap xép nhitng quan cd ra va...” cau vira n6i vira m@ nap
hop.



MGt tiéng bip vang 1én va canh ctra phong bat mé...

“Ong ta dau roi?”

Andrew Peckleman tong ctra vao, tay phe phdy mot quyén tap chi cli nhan
dé Nguyét san Khoa hoc Thuwong thic.

“Cau dang kiém ai thé?” Kyle héi.

“Ngai Lemoncello chtt ai. Tao nghe giong ong ta trong day. Bo khong co
0 day sao?”

Kyle chi vé phia con bip bé hinh ngai Lemoncello dang ngéi & cudbi
phong. “D¢ chi la mot hinh nom ma thoéi.”

Peckleman ng6 nghiéng xung quanh. “Cé camera ¢ day khong?”

“Ngay trén canh cwra kia.”

Peckleman quay nguoi lai dé ding doi dién véi chi€c camera. Kyle,
Akimi va Sierra 1ap thanh mot 14 chan dé gidu tro choi Cuéc Hanh Huong &
sau lung.

“T6i mudn st dung quyeén trg gitp thit hai!”

Peckleman hét vao chiéc camera. “T6i muén néi chuyén véi mot chuyén
gial”

“Pugc thoéi,” giong no6i 6n ton cua Gido su Zinchenko vang lén. “Em
muon néi chuyén vdi ai?”

“Tén tac gia da viét bai bao ngu ngdc nay vé viéc pha khoa ctra sat vao
nhitng nam 1930!”

“CoO e rang chung ta khong thé thu xép cho em gap ngudi d6 duoc,
Andrew.”

“Tai sao khong? Ga nay la mdot thang ngéc. Han khong chi cho t6i cach
pha khoa canh ctta sat du Google da ndi rd t6i sé tim thdy cau tra 10i trong tap
chi nay.”

“Chung toi da noi ro rang 16i vao khong phai 1a 16i ra ma.”

“Co nghi toi dé bi du thé sao? D6 chi la mot chi dan sai dé danh lac hwéng



th6i.”

“Khong hé, Andrew. Tén bai bdo em dang cam trén tay la gi?”

“‘Canh ctra sat méi lam bo tay thg phéa khoa’.”

“Ah. Tya bai bdo khong phéi da qua rd rang roi sao. Phéong vién nay da
két luan rang canh ctra sat nay khong thé bi pha dugc. Khi em tim kiém trén
internet, em can doc ky...”

“Hay c dé t6i ndi chuyén vdi ga ngde nay di!”

“Co xin 16i. Tap chi em dang cam trén tay duwgc in vao nam 1936. Nguai
phong vien do da qua doi.”

“Vay thi dé toi n6i chuyén véi ngai Lemoncello!”

“Xin 16i?”

“T6i mudn no6i chuyén véi ngai Lemoncello!”

“Chuyén nay khong that sy tuan thu theo luat cua tro choi...”

“Cai bo luat ngu ngoc do la cho may nguoi lgi dung dé giip Miguel
Fernandez chién thang ma th6i. Toi biét ro la cac nguwdi thién vi ma! Pay
chinh Ia Ii do ma ngai Lemoncello khong dam noi chuyén vai t0i.”

Kyle nghe thay con hinh ndm & cu6i phong lanh canh ctr dong.

“Xin chao, Andrew. Ta c6 thé gitip chau sao day?”

Tiéng cta ngai Lemoncel o gia lan nay nghe khong giéng nhu da ghi am
tlr trvdc. RO rang ngai Lemoncello that dang st dung hinh ndm nay dé noi
chuyén vGi Andrew.

“Tro choi nay ctia 6ng bdc mui nong nac!” Peckleman quat 16n.

“Qi troi, khong phai cac chau lai choi céi tro chui dwdi ng cong lau dai
nita chi?”

“Khong! Nhung bai bdo ngu ngdc nay dang 1é da dwa cho t6i cau tra 10i
ngu ngoc nao d6 nhung thang cha ngu ngoc viét bai nay da quén mat chuyén
viét n6 vao trong day.”

“Ta hiéu. Va chau c6 thé ndi lai cau trén dwdi dang mot cau hoi dwoc



khong?”

“T6i c6 thé héi ong bao nhiéu cau?”

“Chi mot théi. Va bu6i néi chuyén nay sé két thac.”

“Puwoc roi. Ong 1a chuyén gia cta ci tro choi thu vién ngu ngéc nay. Vay
thi sinh wa thich cta ong hién gio dang ¢ dau? Miguel dang ¢ dau?”

“Pé c6 phdi cau héi cudi cung cia chau khong?”

“DPung vay!”

“Néu cac camera cua ta chinh xac, thi cau Fernandez dang & phia bén kia
cta tang ba, nghién cttu tai liéu trong phong My thuat Linh tinh.”

“Cam on!”

Andrew phong ra khoi ctra.

Hinh ndm cta ngai Lemoncello nghiéng dau va chim vao giac ngti mot lan
nia.

Kyle v0i vang phong theo. “Bi nao moi ngwoi,” cau bé noi voi Akimi va
Sierra.

Akimi thd dai. “Gio chung ta di dau nita day?”

“Ta can phai ngan Peckleman khong lam tro ngé ngan nao khién Miguel
bi loai khoi tro choi.”

“Va tai sao ta phai lam vay?”

“V1 Miguel la ban cta chung ta!”

Akimi th@ dai va liéc nhin tdim ban do6 ctia co bé.

“Phong MY thuat Linh tinh nam d6i dién cho chuing ta dang ditng.”

“Sierra, cau @ day canh chirng hop tro choi nay nhé. Bi nao, Akimi.”

Kyle va Akimi chay men theo lan can tang ba dé dén phia bén kia. Kyle
liéc nhin dong ho: da gan ba gio chiéu roi. Tui né that sy can bat dau tap
trung vao tro choi hon la may tro hiép si citu ngudi nay.

Khi hai dita dén gan phong My thuat Linh tinh thi nghe mot tiéng la 16n va
canh cwra bat tung ra.



Andrew Peckleman chay vot ra ngoai.

Phia sau n6 la mot ngwdi phu nit c6 dau va dudi su tit, va mot vi Pharaoh
mang mii hinh ran hd mang.

Vi Pharaoh dirng lai. “Ta rda cong hanh sé moc ra tir 16 tai ngwoi!” Roi
mot loat nhitng hinh chiéu khac bat dau nhdy mua trong khong trung.

Andrew Peckleman chay t&i cau thang, chup cd hai bén thanh vin va
phong xuong tang hai. Nhitng ngwoi Ai Cap ciing bién mat.

Kyle va Akimi buwdc vao phong My thuat Linh tinh va tim thdy Miguel
dang ngoi tredc mat mot ban vé thiét ké xay dung.

“Cau co6 sao khong?” Kyle hoi.

“Khong sao dau, bo téo a. Cam on.”

“May céi ngudi dudi sau lung Andrew tir dau ra vay?”

“Hinh chiéu ba chiéu cta bo lap rap Lego trong ké trurng bay vé Nhan sw
va Kim ty thap.”

“Lam sao ma ho lai du6i Andrew vay?” Akimi haéi.

“Té khong biét nita. Mot phit tredc cau ay con quat mang td. Phut tiép
theo, dén luwgt vua Pharaoh va Sekhmet quat cau ta.”

“Sek... gi?” Kyle thac mac.

“Sekhmet,” Akimi tra 16i. “Vi nit than sw t¥ chién tranh cia Ai Cap. Cau
chwa doc Kim ty thap do caa Rick Riordan a?”

“Cho no6 vao danh sach truyén sé doc,” Kyle noi.

Hay sé nhu thé. Cau ro rang can phdi 1ap mét danh sach cac quyén sach
can doc dé bat kip v&i moi nguoi.

“Té ca la nhan vién bao vé trong phong diéu khién da tha may hinh chiéu
ctia nguwoi Ai Cap c6 dai ra khi ho thdy Andrew noéi dién trong day,” Akimi
doan.

“Ciling hgp ly thoi,” Miguel néi. “Thu vién la noi dé binh yén suy ngam

N

mad.



Pring lic do, Sierra Russell hdi ha buéc vao phong.
“Cac cau oi! Ngay vwa lic hai cau bo di, cai hinh nom cua ngai
Lemoncello lai nha ra mdt tam thé qua thwdng nira!”



”@?at thong minh,” Charles nhu tham, rit ra thém dwgc mot tdm hinh trang
den ra khéi mot cudn sach.

Bia sach nay thi qua dé dé tim ra. Pay la cuén sach thit ba & ké sach trén
cung cua ta kinh treng bay Lwa chon cta Quan thw. Mat trede la hinh mot
bién bao xin duong mau vang chée. Con twra sach? Bién bao giao thong toan
cau viét bai nha “giao thong hoc” ndi tiéng Abigail Rose Painter. Charles tim
thay cudn sach nay trong can phong so6 300 trén tang hai. Tat ca nhitng sach
dwgc danh s6 300 viét vé khoa hoc xa hoi, bao gom thwong mai, vién thong
va — ta-da! — giao thong van tai.

Hinh nay cling phu hgp v6i hinh ma Charles tim dugc trong cudn sach
Trong tai phan céng & phong 700. Cudn sach vé bong chay nay la bia sach
dau tién trén ngan th hai cia ta kinh trung bay. Kep bén trong né la tam
hinh ctia mot trong tai trong tw thé ra ddu van dong vién danh béng ra ngoai.

Poc nhitng bia sach trong ta kinh ti trdi sang phai, tir trén xuéng duwdi —
giong nhuw doc m6t cuén sach binh thwong — Charles biét minh dang di ding
huéng.

Tam anh hinh bién bao giao thong ngu y 1a “di” va hinh trong tai c6 nghia
la “ra ngoai.”

Néu ghép hai tw do lai, Charles c6 cum ti “di ra ngoai.”

RO rang la néu Charles c6 thé tim da mwdi hai tdm hinh, nhitng cuon Lya
chon ctia Quén thw sé néi cho no6 biét cach nao dé “di ra ngoai” thw vién nay
(mdc du n6 van chwa hiéu y nghia ctia tdm hinh dau tién tim dwgc, mot tién
vé bong bau duc dang chuyén bong — nhuwng né cling sé tim ra, s6m thoi.)

“Ba tdm hinh r6i, con chin tdm nita,” Charles néi, nhdy mat vGi chiéc
camera an ninh gan nhat. “Ma ngai Lemoncello a, néu ngai dang xem, chau



chi mudn néi rang ngai qua la mot nguwdi thong minh kiét xuat day.”

Charles chwa bao gio ninh bg mot cai camera an ninh ca, nhung cting dang
dé thtr lam chi. Biét dau ngai Lemoncello sé cho n6 mot ggi y gi dé.

Thé nhung thay vao do, so phan lai giti Andrew Peckleman cho Charles
khi né vira buéc ra phong 300. Thang mot sach véi cap kinh to t6 bd dang
vira la 6 6m t6i vira chay ram ram quanh lan can tang hai.

“Cai thu vién ngu ngoc. Ngai Lemoncello ngu ngoc. Nhan suw va Sekhmet
ngu ngoc.”

“Lam gi ma bic xuc dit vay, Andrew?” Charles goi hoi.

“Badi vi tro choi nay rat la ngu ngéc. Ngai Lemoncello vira sai mot bay
hinh chiéu ném ky tw c6 vao mat tao. Mu6n 10i ca mat.”

“That a? Hinh chiéu c6 thé lam vay a?”

“Hey, chung dugc tao t tia la-de do.”

“Thi ra la vay. Ma nhan tién néi vé ky tw c6, tao cé thé tim sach lién quan
dén ngbn ngit twgng hinh ¢ dau nhi?”

“Ha! Tai sao tao phdi giip may?”

“Bai vi Kyle Keeley dang hgp tac vai Akimi Hughes va Sierra Russell.
Khong choéng thi chay thang ban quy héa Miguel Fernandez ctia may ciing sé
gia nhap hoi do6 luon.”

“Miguel khong phai la ban cta tao! Va kha nang tim tu liéu trong thu vién
ctia n6 sé khong bao gio bang tao.”

“Tao biét chit. B¢ la li do tao mudén may vao nhom tao.”

“That khong?”

Charles mim cuwdi. Nhitng con cd ngdy tho nhv Andrew Peckleman can
cau qua dé dang.

“Tat nhién. Hgp tac véi tao va tao sé bao dam rang ca thé gidi sé biét
chinh may chwr khong phai ai khac xing dang véi chic doi truong doi quan
thu nhi cua trvong trung hoc Alexandriaville.”



“S6 400!” Peckleman noi.

“May noi gi?”

“Dd la s6 phong ma may cé thé tim dugc sach vé chit twgng hinh va cac
loai ngén nglt. Néu may muon tim sach vé mat ma thi dén phong 600. Chinh
xac hon la ngan 650.”

Charles chia ban tay cta né ra. “Chao ming may dén doi Charles,
Andrew.”

Hai dong doi m@i budc vao phong sé 400. Vi mot i do nao do, bén trong
phong t6i thui va thoang thodng mui nhya thong.

“Bienvenida! Bienvenue! Witamy! Kuwakaribisha! Xin chao!” mot giong
néi phat ra ti chiéc loa trén tran nha. “Pay la phong 400, ng6i nha cia moi
ngdn ngit ¢ khip noi trén thé gidi ndy. O ddy, CHARLES va ANDREW, hai
em sé dugc hoc vé van héa va truyén thong cta nwéc My qué hwong ching

»

ta.

MGt loat anh dén pha bong bat sang.

Charles va Andrew dang ding doi dién v6i mot hang gom bon con ma-no-
canh trang tron. Mot chiéc may chiéu trén tran nha roi anh sang vao hinh ném
ding thit hai tir trai qua, bién né thanh mot nit ti€p vién hang khong vui vé.

“Xin chao, va chao mirng cac em dén tiét muc tim hiéu van héa va truyén
thong ¢ nwdc My ctia cac em. Tén toi la Debbie. Hay bat dau cudc hanh trinh
nao.”

“Thoi khoi,” Charles noi. “Chung toi dang ban lam chuyén khac.”

“Hay bat dau cudc hanh trinh nao,” c6 ma-no-canh lap lai.

Charles thd dai. C6 vé nhu khong c6 cach nao dé tat cai nay. Cau danh
phai chiéu theo y cia hinh ndm nay dé khoi mat thém thoi gian nita.

“Cling dwgc. Nhung ching ta ¢6 thé lam nhanh nhanh 1én khéng? Ching
toi dang kha voi.”

“Pung vay,” Andrew bo sung, “chiing t6i phai thoat khéi day trudc trua
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mai.

Du co thé cta nit ti€p vién hang khong chang ctr dong gi, anh dén tir may
chiéu khién khu6n mdt va trang phuc ctia c6 ta trong rat séng dong. Hinh
ném nay lam Charles nhé dén nhitng bitc twong ma quai & nghia dia trong
Biét thy Ma am & cong vien Disney.

“Trong ltc ching t6i tim kiém gia pha cia nha cac em,” c6 hinh ndm noi,
“xin hay xem b0 phim ngan day bo ich sau.”

“Pay c6 phai 1a mot phan cua tro choi khong?”

Andrew thi tham hoi Charles.

“Rat c6 thé. Tap trung chu y dén bat ky thit gi 6 thé 1a manh moi di.”

“Okay. Nhung ching trong nhw thé nao?”

“Lam sao ma tao biét dugc.”

Man hinh 16n & phia sau nhitng hinh ndm nhap nhay chiéu nhitng hinh anh
mo mo cda nhiéu nguwdi tu tdp xung quanh mot bén tau gan twgng Ni* Than
Tu Do.

“Hang thap ky nay,” mot giong ndéi tram am trén tran nha cat lén, “thw
vién céng cong ludn ty hao phuc vu nhitng cong dan My mdi nhat — ho la
nhitng ngwdi nhap cw tim dén dat nwdc nay dé xay dung gidc mo My cuda
rieng ho.”

Charles khong that sy hitng thd lam véi thong tin nay. T6 tién ctia né la
nguwoi My chinh goc; trede gio ho chi néi ding mot ngon ngir 1a tiéng Anh
ma thoi.

“Thu vién ludn 1a noi ma nhitng nguwdi nhadp cw tim dén dau tién. D€ hoc
thit ngon nglt mGi & dat nwdc mdéi. Dé gilr lién lac vdi thé gidi ho da bo lai
phia sau. D€ tim viéc lam dé ho c6 thé dong gép cho qué huong mdi cta
minh.”

B0 phim m@& dan thanh mot man den.

“Xin cdm on vi da chu y theo doi,” c6 tiép vién Debbie vui vé n6i. “Chiing
toi da tim duwgc gia pha t6 tién cta hai em. Hay gap ho nao!”



Hai ma-no-canh nit dwgc roi dén chiéu va tr¢ thanh mot cap déi van do
hanh hwong truyén théng cua Lé Phuc sinh.

“Chau biét ho 1a ai r6i,” Charles néi. “D¢ la John Chiltington va vg cta
ong ay, Elinor. Ho dén Plymouth Colony trén con tau Mayflower. Ching ta
c6 thé chuyén nhanh téi t0 tién cta gia dinh Andrew dugc khong?”

“Tat nhién,” Debbie dap.

Nhitng con ma-no-canh nhanh chong tao thanh hinh cta nhitng nguoi
trong gia pha cia dong ho Peckleman. Cai tén Peckleman von la Pickleman
vi gia dinh nay c6 truyén théng lam dwa chudt”. Sau khi chiéu mot loat nhitng
nguwoi lam dwa chudt, nhitng hinh ndm nhép vai nhan vat noi tiéng nhat cta
dong ho Peckleman, mot ngudi dan ong mang kinh gong sitng va ao khoac
thé thao bang vai tuyt c6 tén la Peter Paul Peckleman.

“Ta xudt hién trén tro choi truyén hinh Tap trung c6 thuwéng vao nam
1968,” ong ta tw hao noéi, “va chién thang nhiéu do noi that dén mic khong
nhét hét noi vao phong khach nha ta.”

Charles mim cudi. N6 biét tro choi Tap trung co6 thudng rat giong véi tro
Nhitng Cau d6 Anh Ky quan Thé gidi ctia ngai Lemoncello, mdt trong nhitng
tht n6 m6i mua hom trede & cira hiéu do choi. Viéc Peter Paul Peckleman
tuyén bo 6ng ta nodi tiéng bang viéc chién thang mot thir thach dé anh cang
khang dinh rang gidi dwgc cdu do anh trong ngan ti kinh do quan thuw lya
chon kia la chiéc chia khéa chi duwong ra khoi thw vién nay cho Charles

N6 da dang ngay tw dau.

Nhitng hinh nom nay vira méi cho n6 mot goi y rat 16n.

* Duwa chudt tiéng Anh la pickle.



Q%&o hitng vGi sw xudt hién cta tam thé Qua thwdng thit hai, Sierra doc to
no len:

“Hai cong hai c6 thé nhiéu hon bén. Pat hai canh hai ban sé gan dén noi
dén chon hon trude.”

Akimi gio tay lén.

“Sao vay?” Sierra hoi.

“Cau nhan ra la Miguel khong chung doi vGi chung ta chi.”

“Q, ding vay. Xin 16i.”

Miguel quay sang Kyle. “Thé cac ciau la mot doi a?”

“Um, mudn nhap hoi khong?”

“Co thé co, co6 thé khong. Héi t¢ sau dugce khong bo téo?”

“Khong van dé gi,” Kyle tra 10i.

Cau bé vo nguc minh va Miguel ciling lam twong ty. Ching dang ban trao
nhau dau hiéu hitu nghi thi Sierra chen ngang, “T& nghi ching ta nén hop tac.
Céac cau hdy nhé cau néi khac dudi dai phun nwdc: ‘Kién thitc khong duwgc sé
chia sé chim vao quén lang’.”

“Co thé,” Miguel can trong noi. “Nhu t& da néi — dé t& suy nghi ky cai da.
T& dang thir mot vai manh moi, cau biét ddy, bay mot minh théi.”

“Khong sao.” Kyle dang tinh lam tro vo ngwc ra hiéu hitu nghi mot lan
nita v&i Miguel thi chgt ndy ra mot sang kién. “Miguel? Mot cau héi théi.
Trén tam thé thw vién cda cau ghi gi?”

Miguel nhin vai. “Tén ctia t¢ va con s6 mot.”

“Con tht? gi nita khong? O’ mit sau ay?”



“Khong gi hét. Vai twa sach.”

“Hai cuon?”

«(y.»

“Teén chung la gi?”

Miguel can moi. “Té khong mudn noi.”

“Bdi vi cdu nghi do6 chinh 1a manh m6i?”

“Nguoi anh em a, t0 sé khong noi minh dang hay khong dang nghi gi
dau.”

Kyle gat dau.

“Trén mdt sau cia moi tadm thé thw vién déu co6 hai twa sach khac nhau,”
Akimi noéi. “‘Pat hai canh hai ban sé gan dén noi dén chon hon trwéc day.’
Nhitng twa sach chinh la m6t dang manh méi nao d6. Twa sach cua t6 la
Mot...”

“Akimi a?” Kyle lac dau, hat mat vé phia Miguel.

“O diing ro6i. Xin 16i nha. Lbi cta t&.”

“Pugc roi, Miguel,” Kyle noi. “Khi nao cdu muoén nhap bon, cau cé thé
cho tui t& xem hai twa sach ctia cdu va tui t6 déu sé cho cau xem twa sach cua
bon té. Ching ta cling sé chia déu phan thwéng ra lam bon. Thoa thuan vay
chi?”

“Pugc thdi.”

“Pi nao moi ngwoi,” Kyle ra dau vé phia 16i ra.

“Gio minh di dau?” Sierra hoi.

Kyle ha giong. “Phong hoc Dién tw.”

“Gi0 cau lai muon choi game sao?” Akimi héi. “Bay gio? That khong?
Kyle a, ching ta can that sy can nhac lai vi tri truéng nhém cta cau day.”

“Té dau c6 mudn choi game. T dang mudn thir kiém tra noi bé thé.”

“Ha?”

“Nhitng nguoi choi bi loai déu phdi bé thé thw vién cia ho vao ho ca



rong!”

“T¢ sé di cung cac cau,” Miguel néi. “Té cling dang nghi vé may cai thé
bi bo di do6 ludn.”

“Ok,” Kyle nhun vai. “Sao cting dugc.”

Khi bon tré buéc vao Phong hoc bién tt, ching thidy Clarence dang ngoi
khoanh tay nhv mot 6ng than dén canh gii* kho bdu. Ga dang ding canh
trirdc cai chau ca thay tinh rong chita nhitng tam thé bi loai.

“T6i o thé giap gi khong?”

“Um, c6 a,” Kyle ngap ngirng néi. “Ching chdu muén xem qua may cai
thé trong ho kia.”

“Xin 10i,” Clarence lac dau. “Cac c6 cau khong dugc phép xem ching.”

“Nhwng,” giong ngai Lemoncello vang 1én, khuén mat 6ng bong xuat hién
trén tat ca nhitng man hinh trong can phong, “cac chau dwgc phép thang dugc
chiang.”

Mang mot chiéc no bwém cham bi dé trang va mot cai 4o choang choi 16a
nhr mét em-xi (MC), ngai Lemoncello dang chong mot tay 1én mot cai buc
trong suo6t. Phia sau 6ng, Gido su Zinchenko — ngwoi dang mac mét chiéc vay
ngan 1ap lanh mau dé — nhin giong mady c6 ngwdi mau chuyén chi vao nhitng
gidi thwdng trén may tro choi truyén hinh.

“Cac chau da san sang choi tro Hay thoa thudn chwa?” Khi ngai
Lemoncello két thic cau n6i, 6ng nhan mot cai nit to dung mau doé trén buc
va am thanh dwgc thu san cta tiéng huyt sao, tiéng vo tay va co vii cua khan
gia vang lén ran ran.

“Um, tro ‘Hay thoa thuan’ choi nhu thé nao a?” Kyle thac mac.

“P¢ la tro dau tién cta ta duge chuyén thé thanh tro choi trén truyén hinh.
Ruou chanh Lemon Pledge han hanh tai trg chwong trinh nay.”

Gido su Zinchenko bat dau hat: “Lemon Pledge, rat xinh. B6 mét moi di,
chanh rat ngon...”

“Cam on nhiéu, Gido sw Z!” ngai Lemoncello nhan cai nit dé méot lan nita



dé tiéng ho reo ctia khéan gia lai vang 1én. “Pugc r6i, cac chau than mén, thoa
thuan la thé nay: Gidi mot cau do hinh don gian va bon chau sé thang dwoc
nam tam thé bi bo lai trong bé ca.”

“Va néu ching chau thua thi sao?”

“Pon gian théi. Tat ca cac chau phai bé thé thu vién ctia minh vao trong
bé ca do cho thi sinh may man tiép theo gianh lay.”

Ngai Lemoncello nhan chiéc nit do thém mot lan nita. Tiéng khan gia ho
reo vang khap phong.

Kyle quay lai nhin cac dong doi cia minh. “Cac cau nghi sao?”

“Choi tdi luon di,” Akimi nai.

Sierra gat dau.

“Miguel thi sao?”

“T¢ dong y, ngwoi anh em a.”

“Vay la cau sé nhap hoi?”

“Chac chan roi.” Kyle va Miguel dam tay nhau dé xac nhan lién minh.

Ngai Lemoncello chac han lai nghich cai nit dé nita roi, vi nhitng khan
gia vo hinh kia lai bat dau hu hét.

Kyle tw nha khong biét sé cé hiéu ng am thanh gi khi cd bon mat hét thé
thu vién trong tro choi Hay thoa thuan nay.

Co thé la tiéng than.

Va ca tiéng khoc nita. Chac chan sé c6 tiéng khoc 16c tham thiét.



”@Qy gi0,” ngai Lemoncel o noéi, “cac chau da san sang choi tro ‘Mao
hiém Moi thit cho Nam Tam thé Thu vién Nho xinh’ chwa?”

Kyle nu6t nwéc miéng cai we. Roi cau gat dau.

“Pugc roi cac co cau liéu linh, day la cau do hinh cta cac chau. Chu deé la
‘Nhitng cau ndi noi tiéng’. Cac chau cé sdu muoi gidy dé gidi cau do rebus
nay.”

“Khoan khoan,” Akimi hot hodng noéi. “Cau do ‘ri-bdt’ 1a cai gi?”

“Kiéu nhur mot mat ma ma cau phai doan bang cach suy luan tir hinh anh
va biéu twong,” Kyle gidi thich.

“Vi du nhw,” Miguel b6 sung, “chit cai ‘R’ va ‘E’ cong hinh ctia mot chiéc
xe buyt (bus) sé ra ti ‘rebus’.”

“O, ra vay,” Akimi ngo ra. “Néu cac cau néi thé.”

“Nhu cdi tro choi truyén hinh cii rich Tap trung cé thuwéng do,” Sierra noi
thém.

“Hay nhu tro choi Nhin hinh Poan chit Tuyét diéu cua ta do,” ngai
Lemoncello néi. “Néu cac chau thua, ching ta sé trao cho cac chdu mot phan
thuwdng di hoa vi quy. Kyle Keeley, doi cua chau da san sang chwa?”

Kyle xac nhan vdi dong doi mot 1an cudi.

Tat ca bon ching déu gat dau.

“Roi a.”

“Vay thi... ba... hai... mét... bat dau!”

Khuon mat cta ngai Lemoncello bién mat. Tiéng tich tac cua dong ho
vang lén. T4t ca nhitng man hinh déu chiéu mot hinh duy nhat: KH

“Tui minh chét chac r6i,” Akimi phat biéu.



“Nam muoi lam giay nita,” ngai Lemoncello thong bao.

“Binh tinh nao, ching ta sé chia né ra lam bon phan,” Kyle néi. “T& lo
hang dau tién véi hang thit ba cho.”

“T¢ lam hang cudi.” Akimi noi.

“T¢ lay hang thi hai,” Miguel xung phong.

“Vay con hang thtt tv cho t@,” Sierra nhan.

“Nam muoi giay nita,” ngai Lemoncello lai hét twéng lén.

Tat cd moi ngwoi khan treong lam viéc.

“Cua t¢ la mot ga dung bua dap phai tay minh cong vai chit ‘gr’ va ‘o’,”
Akimi thi thao. “Sau dé la mot con ma cong vGi chit ‘rx.” ‘Marx’? N6 co
nghia khéng vay? Kyle 0i? Kyle? Co phai tw thit hai cia dong cubi la ‘Marx’
khong?”

Kyle khong trad 10i. Pau 6c cta cau nhé dang ban gidi quyét dong ma cua
minh. “‘Khoai tdy chién,” thay chi¥ ‘kh’ bang chit ‘ng’ dé thanh ‘ngoai’?
Khéng phai, dé 1a chi ‘ngoai.” Hinh tron c6 dau cham & gitta nhin quen quen.
Kyle nhg lai n6 thwong xuyén xai ky hiéu nay dé ghi tat moi lic chép bai &
16p. Dau tron nay c6 nghia la ‘trong!’”

“B6n muoi giay nita.”

“Cho, c6 hai con ché trong mat ma nay.” Kyle nhanh chéong nhan ra y
nghia cua hai hinh vé gidong nhau.

“Ba muoi gidy.”

Kyle liéc nhin Miguel. Méi né dang nhap nhdy, lam nhadm dong cta né.
Sierra cling vay.

“Cac cau san sang chwa?” Kyle héi tham.

“Xiu nita,” Miguel noi.

“Hai muoi giay nita.”

“Pugc roi, bat dau di.”

Kyle doc dong dau tién: ““Ngoai con cho...””



Miguel nhanh chéng tiép 10i: “‘... sach la nguwdi ban t6t nhat cta con
nguoi’.”

Kyle tiép tuc. “Trong con cho...”

Sierra doc to dong cua nhé 1én. “... qua t6i dé doc.”

Akimi két thac: “Groucho Marx!”

“Dé c6 phai la cau trd 10i cudi cung cua cac chau khéng?” ngai
Lemoncello hoi.

“Vang a,” va dé chac an, Kyle lap lai toan bo cau néi: ““Ngoai con chd,
sach la nguwdi ban t6t nhat ctia con nguwdi. Trong con ché, qua toi dé doc.” —
Groucho Marx.”

Tiéng chudng hét gid vang 1én. Bén do nhap nhay nhu dién. Cac khan gia
vo hinh la hét nhiét liét. Akimi va Sierra thét 1én mirng r& va 6m cham lay
nhau.

“Hoan toan chinh xac!” ngai Lemoncello noi. “Khong c6 ngd cut nao ma
ta khong thoat dwgc ca, khong phai hom nay! Hay ldy hét nam tam thé thw
vién do di, doi caa Kyle! Cac chau da xuat sac chién thang!”

Ca Charles va Andrew déu nghe thay tiéng 6n rung chuyén cé tang ba.
Tiéng chudng reo. Tiéng vo tay cta khan gia. Tiéng con gai hu hét.

“Pi nao,” Charles noi.

Ca hai divra phoéng lén tang trén, 1én nhin vao Phong hoc Dién ti va thay
Kyle Keeley cung cac dong doi cia cau dang 6m cham lay nhau, dap tay
nhau vui ming. Charles nhan ra trén tat cad nhitng man hinh may tinh c6 mot
cau do hinh.

“Chuyén gi bén do6 vay kia?” Andrew héi tham.

“Tui n6é co6 thé vira thang dwgc mot 1gi thé rat 16n,” Charles thi tham tra
10i. “Chung ta can phdi tang t6c 1én. Nhanh — tao c6 thé tim dugc cudn sach
Sw mén khach cua ké thua cudc viét badi Healy Aresty ¢ dau?”

“Phong s6 chin trdm.”



“Nhanh l1én nao.”
Charles va Andrew chay gap vé tang hai dé dén phong so chin tram...

... Noi ching bat gap Haley Daley dang cam trén tay cuoén sach Sy mén
khach cua ké thua cugc cuia Eve Healy Aresty.

“0, xin chao cac ciu,” nho vdi v déng sap cuon sach lai.

Charles cham cham tién vé phia c6 bé.

“Co tim dugc thi gi li tha trong cudn sach do6 khong, Haley?”

“Khong han.” C6 bé cudi ric rich. “Chi 1a mdy thit nham nhi viét vé bang
Indiana.”

Charles biét chac con nhé nay dang giau thit gi dé.

“Té ty hoi rang khong biét minh c6 thé néi chuyén véi nhau mot 1at khong
Haley? N6 liéc mat nhin Andrew. “Mot minh thoi.”

“Y may muén tao roi di a?”

“Pung thé, Andrew. N6 la cho quyén 1gi ctia cd nhém. Tin tao di.”

“Okay, nhung may nén nhé rang tao sé ditng ngay bén ngoai nén may tot
nhat dirng cé y dinh dam sau lung tao.”

“Cam on, Andrew. Cudc n6i chuyén nay sé chi tén mot phut thoi.”

Peckleman mién cuwdng roi khoi phong.

Mim cwoi, Charles tién cang gan téi Haley hon.

Sat dén mic né cé thé nglri dwgc mui keo cao su nhé dang nhai. Hay la
mui dau goi. Hoac la ca hai.

“Qua cho kia di,” Charles n6i, nam khuyu tay ctia Haley va 16i di. “T¢ tim
thdy mot cuon sach khac cling rat hay ma chac cau sé thich mé cho coi.” N6
kéo con nho tdi phia sau mot ké sach, noi ma cudc hoi thoai sé khong bi quan
sat béi chiéc camera an ninh dang nhap nhay trén tran nha.

Haley di theo Charles.

Néu thang nhai nay cling dang tim ding cudn sach ma Haley méi kiém
dugc thi c6 nghia la n6 dang di cung mot con duong ma Haley dang di.



Charles Chiltington c6 thé c6 nhitng théng tin ma Haley xai dwgc. Nhitng
thong tin con nho can.

“Co tin don rang,” Charles thi tham, “cha me ctia cau da viét gium cau bai
van do.”

Haley nhv m@ co trong bung. N6 da doan dung.

Tat nhién Charles sé c6 doa dam Haley vao d6i. Bugc théi. Co bé sé gia
vO hoang sg.

“Cai gi?” Haley thi tham lai, gia vo khiép sg. “D6... d6 1a mot 16i no6i doéi
trang trgn. Cha t& chi... chi... stra vai 16i chinh ta 4y ma.”

“Aha! Vay la cau tht nhan roi chit gi? Tat ca nhitng ché danh van khé
trong bai van ctia cau khong phai la do cau viét.”

Okay. Lan nay c6 vé Haley can dién hon nita. Nho' nguoi kiém tra 16i
chinh ta gium chwa phai la mot t6i trang gi hay chong lai luat 1€ nao.

Co bé md to mat, run run d6i moi. “Cau muon gi ha Charles?”

“Mudn cau vao doi caa t6.”

“Vi sao td phai lam thé?”

“C6 hai li do. Thit nhat, néu cau khong qua bén t@, t& sé tiét 16 cai bi mat
nho nho kinh khing vé bai luan ctia cdu cho moi ngwdi biét. Thit hai, t& biét
phdi lam gi v6i tdm hinh trang den cau mdi tim thay trong cudén Sy mén
khach cua ké thua cudc.”

“That ha?”

“Pung vay, néu ching ta chia sé manh méi cho nhau, nhitng bitc hinh
trang den dé sé rap lai thanh mot cau chi ta 16i thoat ra ngoai.”

Haley mim cwdi. Lan nay nho vui mirng that. Ké hoach duwgc thyc hién
mot cach hoan hdo. Co bé sé c6 tat ca nhitng manh moi, va thdm chi néu ca
bon ctung chién thang, ngai Lemoncello chac chan sé chon c6 bé lam ng6i sao
chinh cho nhitng quang cdo cia minh. Co6 bé cé t6 chat ng6i sao. Charles va
Andrew thi khong.



“Dugc,” co bé gia vo i nhi. “T¢ sé gia nhap doi cua cau.”
RO6i cd bé dwa cho Charles bitc hinh trang den minh m&i tim thay:

“Puong nhién r6i!” Charles reo 1én dac thang. “Du gi thi biét danh cta
tiéu bang dy chinh la ‘Ké thua cudc’ ma.”



”C@hﬂa 0i,” Kyle ndi, dan cac thanh vién cua doi minh vong qua ban cong
dé tr& lai phong Thanh Thiéu Nién. “Chin thé thw vién. Tuyét voi ong mat
troi.”

Bon dia tu tap lai vong quanh mdt chiéc ban.

“Pugc roi moi ngudi, dén luc dat hét tit ca thé thw vién cda ching ta 1én
ban r6i.”

Bon tré xoe nhitng tdm thé cta minh ra. Kyle trdi nam tdm mdi 1ay duoc
l1én ban. Sau d6 Akimi ghi chép lai hét moi thong tin thanh m6t danh sach
chung: TEN SACH/TAC GIA TREN MAT SAU THE THU VIEN

#1 Miguel Fernandez

Sv viéc @ Ngon doi Diéu hau cua Allan W.Eckert Khong dugc dau,
David! cua David Shannon

#2 Akimi Hughes

Mot Con, Hai Con, Ca xanh, Ca Do ctia Giao su Seuss Chin Cau chuyén
cua J. D. Salinger

#3 Khong biét
#4 Bridgette Wadge

L&p bon va Cau chuyén ctia Mot Hoc sinh VO danh cta Judy Blume
Olivia cua Ian Falconer

#5 Sierra Russell

In ddu Ai Cap: Nhitng tro choi Ky la cia Zilpha Keatley Snyder
Vui v6i nhitng tro choi mién Vién Tay cua Ellen Raskin

#6 Yasmeen Smith-Snyder



An twong khong twong ctia Paul Jennings Oi, chii bd mong kén an cua
Carol Pugliano-Martin

#7 Sean Keegan

Chang c6 that! cua Paul Jennings

Harry Potter va Hon da Phu thuy cua J. K. Rowling

#8 Khong biét

#9 Rose Vermette

Hay dén can phong ngu trwa ctia Audrey Wood Lén thién dang c6 mot chu
rua caa Jennifer L. Holm

#10 Kayla Corson Anna va Nguon nang lwong V6 tan cia Mildred Ames
Lé duong Két thac cta Shel Silverstein

#11 Khong biét

#12 Kyle Keeley

Rét 1a yéu con, Ham Hdi a! ctia Lisa McCourt Am ap gia dinh cta Sydney
Taylor

“Wow,” Sierra thot 1én. “Toan sach hay, nhung két hop lai thi tén tac gia
va tua sach thi c6 nghia gi?”

“Co nghia la chung ta can biét dugc twa sach cia Charles, Andrew va
Haley,” Kyle nai.

“That khong?” Akimi lén tiéng. “Vi néu cau héi thi t¢ phdi néi ching ta
da co6 rat nhiéu thong tin réi day.”

“Thi ding vay,” Kyle phan tran, “c6 1é ching ta sé tim dwgc mot manh
moi mai dé gitp ta gidi ma dwgc nhitng manh mdi nay.”

“Va ching ta sé tim manh méi md&i do thé nao?” Miguel hoi.

“Cau da bao gio choi tro co ban do chwa?” Kyle chi vao bo Cugc Hanh
Huong.

“Chwa bao gig, nhung da ngam nghia né twr lau r6i.”

“Chung ta chuan bi choi n6 day.”



“Chuyén nay c6 gitp ta tim dwgc 16i ra khéi thw vién khong?”

“Chung ta déu hy vong thé.”

“Tuyét!”

“Nhan tién, cau tim thay gi trong phong MYV thuat Linh tinh vay?” Kyle
hoi Miguel.

“Phéi d6,” Akimi tiép 1oi. “May cai to gidy ma cau cit gidu gidu giém
giém nay gio do.”

Miguel nhe rang cuoi. “D6 la ban vé goc cta thiét ké tdoa nha toa Ngan
Hang La Vang ci.”

“Thong minh day,” Kyle nhan xét. “Nhd n6 cdu c6 thé kiém nhirng 16i
thoat c6 kha nang van an nap dau doé sau nhitng bitc twong.”

“Chinh xac.”

“Thé cau c6 tim duwoc 16i thoat nao chwa?”

“Chwa. Ciing khong c6 1ay mot cai ctra s6 an nao luon.”

“Khong ai thiy la sao? Vi sao ho lai xay noi nay it ctra s6 vay nhi?”

“Chac la dé phong trom, t& doan vay,” Kyle ndi.

“Um,” Miguel dong y. “L6i vao duy nhat 1a thong qua cita chinh. Nhitng
ctta thoat hiém chi c6 thé mé& dugce tir bén trong, giong nhw trong rap chiéu
phim dy. Con kho tién nam sau duéi tang ham.”

“Ngai Lemoncello giit lai hét nhitng hé thong an ninh do,” Kyle nhan xét,
“va gan thém hé thong an ninh cta riéng ngai ay.”

“R0O rang la vay.”

“Gio ta chi c6 thé hy vong tro Cudc Hanh Huong nay c6 thé dan ta dén
mot 16i thoat phu.”

“Va phai cang nhanh cang tot,” Akimi b6 sung.

“Pirng quén rang ching ta khong phai la nhitng ngwoi duy nhat dang choi
tro choi nay. Khong chitng may dita kia da di nita dwong dén 16i ra roi cting

»

nen.



“Pugc r6i,” Kyle néi, “luat ctia tro choi nay cling don gian thoi. Cac cau
xoay vong xoay dugc s6 bao nhiéu thi quan cta cac cau di dwgc bay nhiéu
nuoc.

Céc cau di vong vong trong thw vién nay va lan lwgt vao muwdi can phong
cta hé thap phan Dewey, noi cac cau dwgc chon mot cudén sach bang cach tra
10i mot cau héi trong 14 tham. Con néu khéng trd 16i dwoc, cac cau sé mat
lwot va lwot téi phai boc mot 14 tham khac trong cung phong d6. Nguoi dau
tién cé da mudi cudn sach va di ra dugc thw vién sé chién thang.”

“N6 kiéu nhw mot tro do vui a4y ma,” Sierra gidi thich. “Va cac cau hoi déu
khong qué kho dau vi ching da s6 la trac nghiém.”

“Th mot cau xem sao!” Miguel hao hing.

Nhitng 14 tham dwgc xép thanh muwdi xap nhé véi muwdi mau khac nhau,
twgng trng cho mudi can phong. Kyle bc mét 1a tham xanh 14.

“Pay la mot cau héi tr phong tdm tram. Cha dé Van hoc. ‘Dinh thwong
tich tram trong va bi truy du6i bdi nhitng Ma nhan, Frodo Baggins dwgc
mang an toan qua con song Bruinen trén lung cua mot con ngwa yeéu tinh
trang cia x& Glorfindel. Con ngua c6 tén la: A) Asphodel, B) Asfaloth, C)
Almarian, D) Anglachel’.”

Akimi lac lac dau nhw thé bi bu6t ndo. “Cai gi?”

“T@ doan cau tra 1oi la A,” Miguel ngap ngung.

“Téat ca lya chon déu cé A hét,” Kyle néi. “Asphodel, Asfaloth, Al...,”

“Cau tra 10i la B) Asfaloth’,” Sierra n6i. “Pay la cuén Chua té nhitng
chiéc nhan cua J. R. R. Tolkien.”

Kyle lat tdm thé lai dé xem cau tra 16i. “Cau n6i ding. Cau dugc phép lay
cuon Chua té nhitng chiéc nhan cho minh.”

“Kyle a,” Akimi héi, “lam sao ma tén ctia mot con ngwa yéu tinh cé thé
giup ta thoat khoi thu vién nay?”

“Co thé dé la mot mat ma,” Miguel suy doan. “Twa cia muwdi cudn sach
c6 thé ghép lai thanh mot hwéng dan gitp ta di ra ngoai.”



“Rat co thé,” Kyle gat dau. “Nhung tG thdy c6 mot diéu khong 6n.”

“biéu gi?”

“Chuyén nay qua ngau nhién, lam sao ngai Lemoncello biét chiing ta sé
chon 1a tham nao dé gai mat ma vao trong dé chi?”

“Cé thé la,” Sierra tram ngam, “chi c6 ding mudi cau héi thoi. Moéi cau
cho méi phong.”

Akimi vé 1dy xap bai va xoe chiing ra. “Khéng dau, ching déu khac nhau
hét ma.”

“Khoan da,” Kyle chot noi.

Cau bé chgt nhd mang mang t6di mot tro choi khac: tro Truy tim Kho bau
Cung Ngai Lemoncello.

Me cta cdu da c6 thé viét the dén cong ty ctia ngai Lemoncello yéu cau
mot goi cau hoi mai.

Kyle quay vé hwéng camera trong géc phong va ranh mach noéi: “Chéau
muon st dung quyén trg gitp ‘Tw van Quan thu’.”

“Chi vay Kyle?” Miguel to mo hoi.

“Té c6 mot linh cam.”

Ba Tobin 3D hién ra phia sau chiéc ban tha thw trong phong doc sach cho
thanh thiéu nién.

“Ta c6 thé gitp gi cho chau, KYLE?”

“Ching chau dang muon choi tro Cudc Hanh Huong, nhung chiing chau
dang ban khoan liéu c6 goi tham nao mai khong a?”

“Tat nhién, KYLE.”

Va mot bg tham mdi toanh thinh linh dwgc nha ra tww ngan ban.



”C@hﬁng ta sé chi cung choi mot quan co thoi,” Kyle nai.

“Bai vi chung ta la mot doi, phai khong ngwoi anh em?” Miguel hudng
ung.

“Pung vay. Va lai chiung ta cling khong dw da thoi gian cho lam.”

“Ma nay,” Akimi noi, “ching ta c6 hét ngay hom nay va mét nira ngay
mai nita day.”

“Tong cong la chiing ta con mudi chin tiéng dong ho,” Miguel tinh toan.

“Nhung con Charles va nhitng dira khac thi sao?”

Sierra lo lang noi. “Bon né c6 thé qua mat tyi minh lam ay chi.”

“Chinh xéc,” Kyle xac nhan. “Du thang nhai d6 c6 khé wa dén thé nao di
chang nita, n6é van la ngwoi nha Chiltington. Va nhw ngai Charles néi, ho
khong bao gio thua. Miguel, dé dén chao cau vao doi, hay xoay lwgt dau tién
di.”

Miguel cha cha ban tay, bé khdp ngoén tay. N6 bung gié chan chat gan
chuc cai dé dam bao mdt dong tac xoay chuan muc.

“Lam on xoay di cho roi truée khi 6c té no tung vi cai tiéng bung tay do,”
Akimi phan nan.

“Thich thi nhich.” Miguel buing con xoay bang nhya mdt cai that manh.
Miii tén chay vo vo quanh ban c@ hinh vuéng dwgc trang tri bang mwoi 0
hinh tam gidc mau sac sac so.

“Boo-yah! Ba s6 khong. Kién thitc tong hop.”

“Um, s0 nay khong tuyét dén vay dau,” Kyle noi.

“Sao vay?”

“S0 khong thi c6 di dugc thém bwdc nao dau cha ndi.”



“Oi. S6 xui nhw con rép.”

Akimi gio tay léen.

“Sao vay?” Kyle hoi

“Chung ta cé nhat thiét phai xoay ro6i dém 0 r6i di quan co khéng? Tui
minh dang bi di sat dit d6. Pong ho ¢ moi noi déu dang quay véo véo kia
kia.”

“C6 thé ching ta chi can xem coi may 14 bai c6 gi thoi?” Sierra dé nghi.

“Nhung tro nay dau co6 choi nhu thé,” Kyle phan déi.

“Um, tui minh dau c6 that sy dang choi trdo Cudc Hanh Huong dau, Kyle,”
Akimi noéi. “Minh dang choi mot tro hoan toan khac ma. Tro Choi Lén do.
Tro ma c6 phan thuéng khung kia.”

“Té dong y v6i Akimi,” Miguel tan thanh.

“Pugc thoi,” Kyle mién cudng néi. “N6 trai ludt, nhirng néu cac cdu mudn
thi c@ rut dai mot 1a tham di.”

“Chac khong, ngudi anh em?”

“Rut dai cai 1d mau hong di.”

Miguel nhanh chéng sap xép may 14 tham thanh muwdi xap c6 mau khac
nhau. N6 rit 14 tham dau tién trong xap mau hong.

“Hmmmm. Cai nay khac vdi nhitng 1a tham binh thuong.”

N6 gio tdm thé ra cho ca bon cung xem, 0 + 27 + 0.4 =????

“Dé nhw an keo,” Akimi nhanh nhau néi. “Pap an la hai mwoi bay phay
bon, bagi vi s6 khong dau anh huwéng gi t6i phép tinh cong.”

“Trong mon toan thi khong,” Miguel noi. “Nhung day khong phai la mot
bai toan. Trong hé phan loai thap phan Dewey luon c6 ba chit s6 phia truéc
ddu phay.”

“Vay ching ta can tim cudn sach dugc danh dau la 027.4,” Sierra reo 1én.

“Pugc thdi,” Akimi ndi. “Nhung t¢ ca rang cudn sach d6 khong phai la
mot cuon sach toan dau.”



Ca nhom chay ra ngoai lan can tron vong quanh tang hai cta thw vién.

“Pay ro6i,” Miguel la to. N6 dut thé cia minh vao mdy doc gan trén ctra
cta phong danh dau “000.”

“Okay,” Miguel néi, “¢ day ta sé tim duwgc sach vé Kién thitc Tong hop:
lich nién giam, bach khoa toan thw, hoéi ky, tu truyén, sach vé khoa hoc thw
vién...”

“D6 cling la mot mén khoa hoc 4?” Akimi ngac nhién. “Coé thay lo héa
chat nao quanh day dau.”

“Co6 may lo ho dan doé,” Sierra bong dua. C6 bé dang tha 16ng ngwoi dan
dan. Ca may tiéng r6i cd bé chwa dung dén mot cudn sach nao.

“Tim thay né ro6i,” Miguel n6i, véi lay mot cudn sach trén ké. “027.4.
Chua 0i, sach nay cii qua, may trang giay 6 vang hét r6i.”

“Twa cta no la gi vay?” Akimi hoi.

“Lam quen v@i thw vién cta thanh pho ban, viét b&di Amy Alessio va Erin
Downey.”

Miguel gio cao bia sach 1én cho ca bon ctung thdy.

Trén bia sach c6 hinh hoat hoa ctia mot tham t¢ doi mii ca ro6 dang xem xét
nhitng cudn sach trén mot chiéc ké qua mot cai kinh Idp.

“Cé6 vé la mot cudn sach huwédng dan st dung thw vién cho tré em,” Miguel
vlra n6i vira mé dai mot trang. “Lan in dau vao nam 1952.” N¢6 lat qua mot
vai trang. “Cudn sach nay gidi thich hé thong phan loai thdp phan Dewey,
chita mot danh sach tir chuyén dung st dung trong thw vién va tom tat lich st
ctia cac thu vién trén thé gidi...”

N6 lat t6i trang cudi ctia cudn sach.

“Tuyét voi Ong madt troi.”

“Cai gi thé?” Kyle hoi trong ltic ca bon ng6i nhich lai dé xem Miguel da
tim thay nhitng gi.

“Mot to gidy muogn sach cli. Cua Thu vién cong cong Alexandriaville cii.”



“Cai da bi dap do ha?”

“U. Va td gidy nay duwoc nhét trong mot khe gidy dan trén bia sau cua
cudn sach. Hoi xwa nguoi ta thwong dong dau ngay hét han muwgn cia cudn
sach 1én mot manh gidy c6 6, va cac cau phdi dién tén minh vao bén dudi
muc ‘nguwoi muwon’.”

“Thi sao?”

“Nhin xem ai da gui trd cuon sach vao ngay 26 thang nam, 1964 nay.”

Kyle va ca bon nhin theo ngon tay Miguel chi.

“Luigi Lemoncello!”

Duwéi tang mot, Charles sit dung thé thw vién cia né dé€ mé Phong Sinh
Hoat Chung A.

“Tén?” mot giong ndi trén tran nha vang lén.

“To6i va dong doi caa toi,” Charles noi. “Andrew Peckleman va Haley
Daley.”

“Cam on. ANDREW PECKLEMAN va HALEY DALEY hady quét thé
vao may doc.”

Ca hai dra lam theo.

“Cam on. Quyeén st dung Phong Sinh Hoat Chung A tir gio sé dugc gibi
han cho nhitng ai duwgc cho phép béi truong phong, CHARLES
CHILTINGTON. Hop hanh vui vé.”

Ca bon buwdc vao mot can phong trang tinh va siéu hién dai. C6 muoi hai
cai ghé vo cung thodi mai xép quanh mot chiéc ban kinh & gitta phong va mot
ngan tu chita day thiét bi ho trg thuyét trinh.

“May cé thé dung but 16ng viét lén nhitng bitc twong,” Andrew noi.
“Chung giong nhu bang trang trong 16p hoc thoi.”

“Xudt sac,” Charles ndi, chap tay ra sau lung va rdo buwdc quanh can
phong. “Bdy gio, sau khi chiing ta tim thdy mwdoi hai biéc hinh va sap xép
ching theo ding thi ty trong ta tring bay Lya chon ctia Quan thw, né sé tao



ra mot mat mad bang hinh vé mot cum ti* ma tao chac rang sé hwéng dan
ching ta thoat ra khoi thw vién nay ma khong kich hoat bat ky chudng bao
dong nao. Do d6, da dén ldac ching ta xép hét tat cd nhitng tam thé 1én ban
r6i.”

Haley gat dau. Co bé it hai tdm hinh trang den tit tii quan jean ctia minh
ra.

“T6¢ tim thdy cai nay trong mot cudn sach nau an,” c6 bé néi. “Tam hinh
con lai dugc kep trong mot cudn sach trinh tham danh cho thiéu nién. Nancy
Drew: Bi an ¢ phong tro tim.”

“Co may cai thé trang trong ngan td nay ne,” Andrew théng bao. “Ching
ta c6 thé tam dung chiing thay cho nhitng tdm hinh chwa tim dwgc.”

Chung sap xép hét nhitng bitc hinh trang den theo ding thit ti ra mat ban:

“NO c6 nghia la gi?” Andrew hoi.

“Pon gian théi,” Charles tram ngdm. “C6 nghia la chiing ta phéi tim dugc
sau cuon sach con lai!”



”@ay c6 ai biét cudn sach nay sé gitp chiing ta nhw thé nao khong?” Kyle
héi.

Ca bon da quay lai Phong Thanh Thiéu Nién dé nghién cttu cuon Lam
quen véi the vién cua thanh phé ban.

“Qua sém dé co thé noi gi,” Miguel dap. “Ching ta cit choi tiép théi. Co
1& cudn nay sé hoa ra c6 y nghia hon mét khi ching ta thu thap dwgc nhiéu
manh m6i hon & nhitng can phong khac.”

“T6i lugt ai vay?” Akimi hoi.

“Cau do,” Kyle tra 10i. “Xoay di.”

Akimi le lang bung miii tén mot cai that manh.

“Mau tim!” nho reo 1én khi miii tén ding lai.

“Tam tram.”

“Nghia la cu di quan 1én tdm buéc,” Kyle 1am bam.

“Ngoai trtr hdm nay.” Akimi cam ldy tdm thé trén cung cta xap mau tim
lén. Nho nhan mat nhw khi an 6t khi doc nhitng dong trén thé.

“Manh moi gi vay?” Kyle hai.

“Vé Van hoc, Thuat Hung bién hay Phé binh ha?”

Miguel doan.

“Khong phai,” Akimi lac dau. “Pay la mot thé ngau nhién. V&i mét cau
do.”

“Poc to 1én xem!” Sierra noi.

“T6i an van v6i ‘ky thuat minh tinh.” Hay tham t6i va tim cai gi van véi
‘Andy™.”



“Peckleman?” Kyle ngac nhiéen. “Sao cau ta lai co tén trén mot thé tro choi
chi?”

“Nguwoi anh em a,” Miguel néi, “chang ai goi Andrew Peckleman la
‘Andy’ ca. N6 c6 thé la Andrew Jackson, tong thong thit bady cia Hoa Ky.”

“Hodc 1a Andy Gau triic”,” Akimi néi.

“Hay 1a Andrew Carnegie”,” Sierra b6 sung. “Ong dy da déng gép rat hao
phong cho nhiéu thw vién trén thé gigi.”

* Andy la tén goi tat cua Andrew

* Tén mot nhan vat hoat hinh

* Andrew Carnegie (25/11/1835 — 11/8/1913) duoc ménh danh la “Vua
Thép,” la nguoi giau thir hai trong lich sir thé gidi.

“Puogc roi,” Kyle néi. “Hay tap trung vao phan dau ctia cau dé nao. Céi gi
an van vGi ‘Ky thuat minh tinh’?”

“Ky luat tinh tinh?” Miguel doan.

“MY thudt tinh tinh?” Sierra ngan ngu.

“My thuat Linh tinh!” Akimi hét to cau trd 1oi chinh xac.

Tui né nhanh chéng chay dén phong My thuat Linh tinh trén tang ba.

“Cac cau kiém tra hét nhitng tu kinh trung bay di,” Kyle néi. “Xem coi c6
cdi gi an van vGi ‘Andy’ khong.”

“Pé nhin xem, toa thw vién cii ré rang da bi ‘phang di’ mwdi hai nam
trwdc,” Miguel néi. “Va may moé hinh kim ty thap ctia Pharaoh va nhan suw
h6i ndy cling ‘lan di’ khi ngai Lemoncello thd ho ra dé hu Andrew
Peckleman.”

“Pung,” Kyle noi, nghe c6 vé khong tin lam vao hai gia thuyét nay.

“Xem nay cac cau,” Akimi goi, c6 bé dang ngam nghia mot hang nhitng
cai twong dau nguoi dwgc doi mi. “Kiéu mii vanh soc ca rd nay tirng thudc
vé mot ga Leopold Loblolly tir nam 1968.”

“Thi sao?”



“Theo nhitng gi ma tdm bang nay noi, Loblolly la mét thanh vién cta bang
cuwdp Dandy tri danh thoi d6.” ‘Thay khong? ‘Dandy’ van vdi ‘Andy’ nay.”

“Pung la vay,” Miguel néi. “Nhung ‘Loblolly’ thi khong.”

“Va ‘Leopold’ cling khong not,” Kyle néi thém.

“‘Candy™” van v6i ‘Andy’ d6!” Sierra néi. C6 bé dang ngdm nhin nhitng
moén do trén bé trung bay dwoc cha thich “Chao mirng dén thé gidi tuyét voi
ctia Willy Wonka".”

“Tuyét!” Miguel noi, lat dat chay dén chiém nguong bd swu tdp nhitng
vien keo du loai: keo Gay quai ham Mai mai, keo Ngot nhuv mat, keo déo
Moi-ca-rang, keo que bdy sac cau vong dugc trirng trén mot bién vai nhung
mau tim.

“Ngai Lemoncello giong Willy Wonka kinh khting ludén,” Kyle néi.

“Y céu 1a ho tung ting nhu nhau dé ha?” Akimi héi.

“T& thich goi la ‘thién tai lap di’ hon.”

* Candy nghia la keo.

* Willy Wonka la mét nhan vdt trong cuén truyén tré em Charlie va Nha
may Keo So-c6-la. Nhan vat nay la cht mot nha may keo ky thu, dugc mo ta
la nguoi lam keo s6-co-la tuyét voi, phi thuong va ki qudc nhdat thé gidi.

“Va gido su Zinchenko chinh 1a chd lun trg Iy Oompa-Loompa™ ctia dng
ay.”

L tré cudi khic khich.

“Khong bao gio,” Akimi dua, “cd dy cao qua mic tiéu chuan dé dugc
nhan vao lam nguoi lun.”

“Va da cua c0 dy ciing khong da cam nita,” Miguel b6 sung.

“Cudn Willy Wonka dugc viét bdi Roald Dahl,” Sierra néi. Kyle kham
pha ra c6 ban nay c6 thé ké thém dwgc ca td cuon sach khac cia o6ng nay.
“Trong truyén d6, Wonka dwa Charles va Ong noi Joe vé nha bang mot chiéc
thang may bang kinh téng thang qua tran nha ctia nha mdy s6-co-la.”

Ca bon ngam nghi mot hoi lau.



“Vay la gio bon minh phdi tim mot chiéc thang may bang kinh ha?”
Akimi thac mac. “Vi trén ban d6 dau cé cai nao dau.”

“Nhung ngai Lemoncello dua dién dé xay mot cai,” Kyle néi, “Va néu c6
thi 6ng dy cling chang doi nao vé né 1én ban do dé chi cho chiing ta ca.”

“Chac khong dau,” Miguel noi. “Néu khong tat cd moi ngudi sé chen chiic
tranh nhau dung thtt cai thang may ca ngay cho xem.”

[*] Oompa-Loompa la nhitng nguwdi nho bé lam viéc tai nha may keo cta
Willy Wonka, c6 lan da mau cam.

“Neéu la t@, té cling muon th,” Sierra dong y.

“Vay ching ta dang thyc sy tim kiém mot cai thang may bang kinh dugc
giau quanh day ha?” Akimi hoi.

“Co thé c6,” Kyle no6i. “Co thé khong. Day ciling chi 1a mot phan rat nho
trong bitc tranh ghép khong 16 nay. Chiing ta can thém manh moi dé c6 thé
hinh dung ra téng thé bitc tranh.”

“Hodc ta c6 thé nhin trén vo hop cling dwgc,” Akimi dua.

“Dé coi, mdi squ gio toi thoi,” Kyle ndi. “Va ching ta da thu thap duoc
hang dong théng tin hitu dung r6i.”

“Y cau 1a mot dong thong tin hi hoa,” Akimi sira.

“Khong sao,” Miguel noéi, “khi nao tui minh c6 di manh méi, minh c6 thé
stt dung phwong phap suy luan dién dich noi tiéng ctia Sherlock Holmes dé
lién két lai hét nhitng manh moi tum lum ta la nay.”

“Dugc thoi,” Kyle ndi. “Nhung néu chiing ta lam Sherlock Holmes thi ta
can quay cai con quay do6 dé tim thém manh méi thoi.”

“Cu0c choi dén chan r6i day,” Sierra vui vé noi.

“Ha?” Kyle va Akimi dong thanh.

“Xin 16i. Chi la cau néi quen thudc ma Sherlock hay néi v4i Watson moi
khi hao hitng thoi.”

Sherlock Holmes. Lai thém mot dong sach nita Kyle can doc dé theo kip



thoi dai.



”@gierra,” Kyle noi, “dén lwgt cua cau day.”

Sierra xoay. Miii tén dung lai ¢ 6 vuong mau vang cta phong 200 nén co
bé budc tdi rat mot 1a tham vang.

“Chac chan la mot cuén sach & phong hai tram,” Sierra gio cao 14 tham lén
cho Miguel thay tredc khi doc to cho Kyle va Akimi.

“La that.”

“Sao vay?” Akimi nhanh nhau hoi.

“Phong hai tram la noi ho dé sach viét vé ton gido thé gidi.”

“Nhung & trén 14 tham nay cé dén hai con s6,” Sierra chi ra.

“Co thé lan nay ta phai tim dén hai cuén sach thi sao?” Kyle doan.

“T¢ khong chac,” Sierra ngan ngtr, sam soi 14 tham trén tay. “‘220.5203’
ro rang la mot ma sach.”

“Chinh xac.” Akimi tan thanh.

“Nhung s6 con lai dugc ghi bang chit. ‘Hai-hai muwoi-muwoi [dm’.”

“Ngay hai muoi thang hai nam hai khong muoi lam!” Akimi reo lén.
“Nhanh — Chuyén gi xdy ra vao ngay d6?”"

“Um, ai ma biét dugc” Kyle néi. “Vi n6 chwa xdy ra ma.”

“O ha. Pugc 16i, thé con ngdy hai muoi thang hai ndim 1915?”

“DPé la ngay khai mac trién 1am qudc té Panama - Thai Binh Dwong ¢ San
Francisco,” Sierra noi.

Ba dtra con lai ha hoc mom.

“Xin 16i. Té la mot fan by ctia cac trién 1am quoc té.”

May dira kia chi con biét gat dau.



Cudi cung, Miguel quyét dinh. “Hay ct dén phong 200 dé tim cudn sach
220.5203 trwede di. Ching ta suy nghi vé phan thit hai ctia cau dé sau vay.”

Ca nhém lai mét 1an nita hanh quan xuéng tang hai va danh mot vong
quanh day lan can tron.

* Sdch xudt ban lan dau ¢ My ndm 2013 — thoi diém cau truyén dién ra la
trude do.

“Cac cau a?” Sierra no6i, nhin 1én cac birc twgng 3D gan mai nha. “Nhd lic
ho thay do6i hinh dnh ctia may ong tac gid khi Bridgette Wadge choi Thi
thach Cuc do khong?”

“Nhé,” Kyle noi. “N6 suyt thang néu khéng cé tay tac gia ngudi Nga kia.”

“Tay nguoi Nga nao?” Miguel hoi. N6 khong c6é ¢ day khi Bridgette bi
loai.

“La tay tac gia c6 nam hay sau tdc pham ma chi c6 Sierra day biét th6i.”

“Nhung nhin kia,” Sierra chi tay 1én tran nha. “Gio nhitng bitc twgng lai
trd vé nhu luc dau réi.”

“Vay la,” Kyle ngam nghi, “néu ho c6 thé doi vi tri cia may bitc twong
thi...”

“Muoi tac gia trén kia phai 1a manh moi cho ching ta!” Akimi thét 1én. Co6
bé rit cay but va tam so do ra. “Dé td ghi tén ctia ho lai.”

“Bat dau voi tac gia dang ditng ngay trén phong 000 nhé,” Kyle dé nghi.

«(7.»

Akimi doc nhitng tdm bang lo Itrng trdc mat nhitng birc twgng 3D va
nhanh chéng lan lwot viét lai hét:

Thomas Wolfe, Booker T. Washington, Stephen Sondheim, George
Orwell, Lewis Carroll, Dr. Seuss, Maya Angelou, Shel Silverstein,
Pseudonymous Bosch, Todd Strasser.

Khi da ghi chép xong xu6i, Akimi noi: “Cac cau nghi tro choi nay con cé
thé rac réi hon nita duwgc khong?”



“Co thé 1am chi,” Kyle noi. “Ngai Lemoncello chac han da ché ra nhiéu
duong dan dén cung mot dap an cho tro choi nay.”

“Ca nhan t¢ thi moi lan chi c6 thé di mot duong thoi,” Akimi ndi. “Hay di
tim cai cuon sach so0 hai-tram-hai-mwoi-phay-gi-cling-dugc nao doé di.”

“N6 phdi & ngan ké thoi,” Miguel noéi. “Pay r6i, 220.5203. Cudn Kinh
Thanh ban vua James dich.”

“Ach der lieber”! Mot su Ira chon xuat sic,” mot giong nam ning am Dirc
vang lén.

Ca bén dira quay phat lai.

Ching dang ditng ngay tredc mdt mot ngwoi gan nhu trong sudt dang mot
bd quan do thdi trung c6 va c6 bo rau nhw hai chi€c dudi chon dwgce that lai
vGi nhau.

“Ta la Johannes Gensfleisch zur Laden zum Gutenberg,” hinh chiéu kia
cat tiéng, dau ngdn tay ctia 6ng ay lam lem murc.

* Tiéng Piic, nghia la “Oi Chiia oi!”

“Ong chinh 1a nguoi da in cuén ‘Kinh Thanh Gutenberg™ ding khong?”
Sierra thot 1én.

“Ja, ja, ja". S4ch d6 ban chay nhuw tdm twoi. Néu cac chau can gitip d& gi
vé Kinh Thanh, ta sin sang phuc vu.” Ong cti dau.

“O-kay,” Akimi noi, quay sang Miguel. “Tat 6ng dugc khong, Miguel?”

“Herr Gutenberg, thwa ngai, ching chau dang tim hai-hai muoi-muwoi lam
ar”

“Das ist einfach.””

“Ha?”

“Qué d& dang. HAI, HAI MUOT, MUOT LAM la sich Xuét Hanh, doan
HAI MUOI, cau MUOT LAM.”

“Pung roi, Xudt Hanh la cu6n thit hai ctia Kinh Thanh. Hai mwoi va muoi
lam la doan va cau.” N6 gap rut lat nhitng trang sach. “Pay r6i. Xuat Hanh,



doan hai mwoi, cAu mwoi lam. N6 la mét trong mudi diéu ran cta Chua:
‘Nguwoi chd trom cudp’.”

* Kinh thdnh Gutenberg: bdn in Kinh thdnh dau tién bdng tiéng La Tinh.
DBdy la cuodn sdch dau tién ¢ Tdy Au in bdng céng nghé sdp chir. Hién nay
Kinh thdanh Gutenberg chi con khodng 50 ban sao day dii va la mét cuén
sdch quy hiém.

* Pung vay.

* Dé thoi.



“
Q%ﬁy dat hai tdm thé m&i 1én ban xem nao,” Charles ra 1énh.

N6 va “dong doi” cua minh, Andrew va Haley (hai céi dita Charles da tinh
san cach da dit ngay khi kiém duwgce dwong thoat khoi thw vién dé nd co thé
om lay vinh quang mot minh), da lung suc khap thw vién hang gio dé tim
thém may cudn sach.

Peckleman khong gidi viéc tim kiém sach bang hé thong phan loai thap
phan Dewey nhu né da quang cdo. Ma Charles thi hién dang can mét diva lam
viéc d6é cho n6. B né ludn thué cho né ca dong gia sw va trg 1y nghién ciu
bat ky khi nao Charles can lam bai tap & nha.

Cudi cung, vao khoang sau gio, lic ¢ trong phong sau tram, tinh co thay
tui no6 1ap duwgc mot ca dup.

Hai cudn séach la Tra cho ban va t6i (641.3372) va Vi sao khong gidm can
ngay bay gio? (613.2522).

Bay gio cau do anh cta tui né chi con bon cho trong:

“Okay,” Andrew noi, “tao nghi thong diép da ro rang roi. ‘Ngén tay
CHUA CO di bd gio tay can ning ca phé CHUA CO trong cdy Indiana muoi
chin vda CHUA CO’.”

Charles gat dau, “Tha vi day,” mac du né khong chac la Peckleman c6
nhan ra rang cau tra 16i cia né rat la ngu si hay khong.

“O, xin chao? Haley lén tiéng. “Cau d6 ching c6 nghia gi ca!”

“Chac la c6 nghia an du & dau do,” Andrew ciing dau cai.

“Lam gi co!”

Trong dau né, Charles da gidi ma duwgc “Ban (ngédn tay chi thang vao
ngudi doc) CHUA CO di ra ngoai con (tit ‘cong’ bé di chit ‘g’) duong



CHUA CO CHUA CO vao (chit ‘dao’ ma thay ‘d’ bing ‘v’) bing (tiéu bang
Indiana) qua (chuyén qua) CHUA CO.

Nhuwng ngoai miéng, né no6i, “T¢ thdy chiing ta chi can thay doi cach
Andrew dich mot chat 1a 6n thoi.”

“Sao cling dugc. Lam di. Tao khong quan tam.”

Andrew mét moi ngo6i phich xuéng ghé ctia né.

“Thé con ‘Ngé CHUA CO di ra ngoai nhin xudéng ca phé CHUA CO
CHUA CO céi cdy s6 nam trdm va chuyén CHUA CO.”

“Chtt ‘ng6’ ¢ dau ra vay?”

“Tw chit ngon tay trong tam thé cta tui minh.”

“That ra, t& nghi ngén tay do y chi ‘ban.” N6 dang chi thang vao ching ta
ma.”

“Hay day,” Charles n6i. “Thé ma t¢ khong nhan ra.”

Cai ma Charles nhan ra chinh la Haley Daley thong minh hon n6 twéng
nhiéu. Con nhé nay cé thé la mét moi de doa that sw. Va khong doi nao
Charles chiu chia sé phan thwdng ctia n6 cho ai, dac biét 1a con nho nay.

“Vas6 ‘nam tram’ la tr dau thé?” co bé tiép tuc hai.

“DPon gian thoi. Indianapolis, thu phu cta bang Indiana, c6 cudc dua xe
noi tiéng Indy 500.”

“Okay. Nghe tht xem ‘Ban CHUA CO di ra ngoai nhin xudng ca phé
CHUA CO CHUA CO vao — bdi vi day 16 rang 1a tir ‘dao’ thay chit cai ‘d’
bang ‘v’ —nam tram chuyén, hodc qua, chuyén qua, CHUA cO.”

Gio Peckleman méi 1én tiéng. “Tao thdy ndé néi c6 ly hon may do,
Charles.”

“Qua thue vay,” Charles noi, gia bo dé dai. “Co 1é nhitng manh moi dang
huwéng dan ta tim mot duwong ham bi mat & cach mot noi nao do trung bay vé
ca phé nam tram budc.”

Andrew tré nén hao hitng. “Cai nay giong nhu ban do hadi tac trong tro



Pao kho bau vay!”

“Hodc la,” Haley n6i, “cé 1é nhitng manh mo6i nay nhac ching ta nén di
tim cho ra bén cudn sach con lai. Ta nén chia ra. T¢ sé quay lai phong 400
xem sao.”

“Tui nay da tim trong dé r6i ma,” Andrew nhan mat.

“Cha, biét dau cac cau da bo sét gi do.”

“Y hay ddy,” Charles n6i. N6 nghi rdng néu con nhé ndy phi pham thai
gian dé lan theo nhitng manh m6i ma n6 va Andrew da béi tung 1én roi thi
nho sé trd nén it nguy hiém hon. “Hay gap lai & cho nay vao luc bay gio.”

“R0.”

Haley nhanh chong roi khoi phong.

Charles tién dén canh ctra va can than déng no lai.

“May biét ching ta that sy can gi khong?” né néi v4i Andrew.

“Sita s0-co0-la va it banh quy?”

Charles ngao ngén lac dau. “Khéng phai vay, Andrew a. Chiing ta can tat
ca nhitng manh mdi ma Kyle Keeley va dong bon cta n6 tim dwoc. Biét dau
thang khon ay dang gilt bon tdm hinh chiing ta thiéu thi sao?”



Queo trai ngay khi vira 1én dén tang hai, Haley phong dén phong 400.

Co bé nghi c6 thé Charles va Andrew da bé 1& cai gi d6 trong can phong
ngoai ngtt dé vi tui n6é da danh qua nhiéu thoi gio néi chuyén vdi “nhitng con
ma-no-canh song dong nhu that” da ké cho hai dita n6 nghe vé t6 tién cua
ching.

Trong lic md& ctta, Haley thay Kyle Keeley va dong d6i dang chay ra khéi
phong 200.

Co6 vé nhu Miguel dang mang mot cuon Kinh Thanh.

Lam gi c6 cudn Kinh Thanh nao trong tu kinh trrng bay nhitng lwa chon
cuia quan thw dau?

Ching ta dang di nhitng con dwong khac nhau dan dén cung mot dich dén,
Haley nhan ra. Va s6m hay muon, hai con duvong nay sé giao nhau.

Haley quét tam thé thw vién cta né vao may doc ngay trwdc cira phong
400. O khoa kéu mot tiéng cach va ctra bat ma.

Can phong chi dugc chiéu sang mo mo.

“Bienvenida! Bienvenue! Witamy! Kuwakaribisha! Xin chao!” mot giong
néi trén tran nha vang lén.

“Xin 10i,” Haley n6i, mo mam td&i ngan sach va tong vao mot thi gi dé
vira cirng vira go gheé.

“Pay la phong bon tram, ng6i nha ctia moi ngén ng¥ & khap noi trén thé
gidi ndy. O day, HALEY, em sé& dugc hoc moi thit vé nwéc M§ qué huong
ching ta.”

Mot loat anh den pha duwoc bat 1én.

Haley co ban dang 6m phdi mét con ma-no-canh hay thay & nhitng trung



tam mua sam.

Mot cai may chiéu trén tran chiéu mot doan phim 1én hinh ndm bén trai co
bé, bién n6 thanh mdt phu nit hoat bat trong giong Haley ldc sau khi tot
nghiép dai hoc vai nam.

“Xin chao, HALEY. Hoan nghénh em dén tiét muc tim hiéu van hoa va
truyén thong & nwdc My ctia em. Hay bat dau cudc hanh trinh nao!”

“Khong can dau, chau hét thoi gian roi a. Chau la Haley Daley. T0 tién
chéau dén tir Ai-len, dwgc réi chit? Do doé ta c6 thé bo qua bai hoc lich st nay
va...”

Bong nhién, hai ma-no-canh & cudi hang bién thanh phién ban den trang
ctia ba c6 cta ba c6 ctia ba ¢6 va 6ng c6 cua 6ng c6 cia 6ng cod cta Haley.
Haley nhan ra ho bdi vi cha ctia ¢6 bé cé treo hang dong hinh cii ctia gia dinh
trong phong khach. Hai hinh ngm nhin y hét Patrick va Oona Daley trong anh
cuwoi caa ho.

“Po6i v6i mot ngudi cha, khéng c6 chiéc khan choang nao 4am ap bang
vong tay cua con gai minh,” ong Patrick noi vGi giong Ai-len dac sét. “Cha
ctia con rat ty hao vi con, Haley.”

“Cam on ong a. Nhung chau that sy rat can chién thang cudc thi nay.”

“Vay thi nhd xem chung 14 lvu manh vung trom,” ba Oona ndi. “Chung
s6m hay muon ciing sé cudp gao khoi hii cua con.”

Haley phai bat cudi. Cé vé 6ng ba t6 tién né da tirng c6 “vinh hanh” dwgc
gdp Charles Chiltington.

“Va hay nh¢ lay diéu nay, Haley,” 6ng c6-c6-co6 ctia nd noi, “tri 6c cta
mot nguwdi phu nit 1a viwong quoc cta co6 ay. Hay tri vi n6 mot cach sang
suot.”

“Chau dang c6 gang day.”

“Thu vién nay c6 thé gidap day,” ba c6-c6-co ctia né nhdy mat.

Va khi ba vira néi xong, mot canh ctra bi mat trén twong bong ma ra.

“Chuyén gi dang xay ra vay?” Haley hoi.



“Chau la ngudi khach thir ba!” giong noéi trén tran nha vui vé thong bao.

“Thi sao a?”

“Duya vao cuodn Tt dién thanh nglt My — hién c6 & khu vuc tra citu — ‘qua
tam ba ban’! Do dd, vi la ngudi khach thit ba, chau da thang dugc mot Qua
thuwdng hap dan.”

Hai qua thuong trong mot ngay?

Co bé da dung! Ngai Lemoncello rd rang mudn Haley Daley chién thang
tro choi nay, bdi vi 6ng ay biét nd sé la guwong mat dai dién hoan hdo va xinh
dep nhat cho nhitng mau quang cdo mua Ié hoi cua cong ty ong.

“Pung lo lang, ngai Lemoncello!” Haley néi véi chiéc camera gan nhat.
“Chéau sé khong lam ngai that vong dau.”

Co0 bé gap rut budc qua canh ctra bi mat va bwdc vao phong 300 & ngay ké
bén.

Ta-da!

Tht dau tién dap vao mat c6 bé chinh la cudén sach ma tui n6é da tim kiém
ca ngay hom nay: T6i 4c that sy ¢ Ohio: nhitng tén trom khét tiéng nhat cua
Bang Cay Dé Ngwa viét bdi Clare Taylor-Winters.

Co bé v0i vang m& cudn sach ra va tim thay mot tdm thé hinh vudng trang
den. C6 bé mat dung hai gidy dé gidi dwgc mat ma nay:

“P4. Quyén cuwdc. Cude. Pudc? Khong phai. Cudp!”

Haley chot nhé dén mot cau thanh ngit Ai-len ma cha cua c6 bé nhac di
nhac lai khong biét bao nhiéu lan: “Khong ai chan cita bang ca rot ludc!”

Co0 bé quyét dinh sé giau kin manh m6i méi nay.

Sé khéng cho Andrew hay Charles biét.

Haley thao chiéc giay bén trai ra, gap tdm thé lam ddi va nhét n6 vao giay
cho an toan. Sau khi c6 bé da cot lai day giay xong xudi, cd bé 1y cudn sach
Toi ac that sy ¢ Ohio va nhét n6 trg lai dang vi tri: ngay gitta 364.1091 va
364.1093. Bang cach nay, Haley c6 thé trd lai tim cu6n sach khi can xem lai,



vi bat ky li do gi.

Haley nhin lén chiéc camera gan nhat va né mét nu cuwdi téa nang nhu
quang cao kem danh rang cua minh.
m&i nghi ra. Ching ta c6 thé st dung n6 cho mdt trong nhitng mau quang céao
— sau khi chau chién thang tro choi nay.”



”Quyén st dung Phong Sinh Hoat Chung B sé chi dugc gigi han cho
KYLE KEELEY, SIERRA RUSSELL, AKIMI HUGHES va MIGUEL
FERNANDEZ,” mot giong nit ém ai vang lén tir tran nha khi ca bon dita quét
thé vao may doc.

“C6 ly do,” Akimi phan khdi néi. “Ching ta can mot noi dé sap xép lai hét
tat ca nhitng thong tin nay, treo né 1én twdng va vé bidu d6 nhuw FBI* van hay
lam trén ti vi khi ho phai truy duéi may bang nhém xa hoi den.”

“An cdp y twéng st dung phong hop cta tao ha, Kyle?”

* Federal Bureau of Investigation: Cuc Diéu tra Lién Bang Hoa Ky

Charles Chiltington dang ditng ngay truwdc ctra Phong Sinh Hoat Chung A
0 phia beén kia cua lan can.

“Khong,” Kyle tra 10i. “Chi la dang chuan bi san mot noi dé tiéc tung an
mirng sau khi tui nay chién thang thoi.”

“Mo di con,” Charles cuwdi tw man. “Tao phdi néi v6i may bao nhiéu lan
nhi? Tao la ngwoi nha Chiltington. Ching tao khong bao gio thua.” Va no
bién mat vao trong phong.

Sau khi Charles da di khoi, Kyle dan ca d6i vao Phong Sinh Hoat Chung
B.

Miguel dan Ién twong ban vé so do toa nha thw vién cii trong khi Sierra
x€ép tro Cudc Hanh Hwong 1én mat ban.

“Murng la khong ai khac dugc vao can phong nay,” Kyle noi.

“Va ‘ai khac’ chinh la Charles Chiltington phai khong?” Akimi hoi.

“Cht con ai vao day.”

Akimi vé 1ay cay but 16ng va bat dau viét mot bang tém tat ngan gon lén



btrc twong:

DANH SACH CAC MANH MOI

Manh moi chac chan

1) Tw phong 000:

Cudn sach Lam quen véi thw vién cua thanh phoé ban

2) Tu phong MY thuat Linh tinh:

Banh keo (candy) ctia Willy Wonka (an van véi “Andy™).

Tim mot chiéc thang may bang kinh?

3) Tu phong 200:

Cau Kinh Thanh — “Nguoi ché trom cap.”

Manh moi tiém nang

TEN SACH TREN MAT SAU THE THU VIEN

#1 Miguel Fernandez

Sy viéc & Ngon doi Diéu hau ctia Allan W.Eckert Khong duwge dau,
David! cua David Shannon

#2 Akimi Hughes

Mot Con, Hai Con, Ca xanh, Ca do cua Giao su Seuss Chin Cau chuyéen
cua J. D. Salinger

#3 Khong biét
#4 Bridgette Wadge

L&p bon va cau chuyén ctia mét hoc sinh vé danh Judy Blume Olivia cta
Ian Falconer

#5 Sierra Russell

In ddu Ai Cap: nhitng tro choi ky la cta Zilpha Keatley Snyder

Vui v6i nhitng tro chgi mién Vién Tay cua Ellen Raskin

#6 Yasmeen Smith-Snyder

An twong khong twong ctia Paul Jennings Oi, chii bd mong kén an cua



Carol Pugliano-Martin

#7 Sean Keegan

Chang c6 that cta Paul Jennings

Harry Potter va hon da phu thuy cua J.K.Rowling

#8 Khong biét

#9 Rose Vermette

Hay dén can phong ngu trwva cia Audrey Wood Lén thién dang c6é 1 chu
rua cua Jennifer L.Holmz

#10 Kayla Corson

Anna va Ngu6n nang lwgng Vo tan cua Mildred Ames Lé duwong Két thiic
cua Shel Silverstein

#11 Khong biét

#12 Kyle Keeley

Rat 1a yéu con, Ham Ho6i cta Lisa McCourt Can nha ngu triwa Audrey
Wood

C6 thé 1a manh moi???
Nhitng bitc twgng gan néc nha: Thomas Wolfe, Booker T. Washington,

Stephen Sondheim, George Orwell, Lewis Carroll, Dr. Seuss, Maya Angelou,
Shel Silverstein, Pseudonymous Bosch, Todd Strasser.

“Cha,” Akimi budc lui lai dé ngam birc twong. “Mot maé ho 16n vi dai.”

“Yeah,” Kyle noi. “DBugc réi, moi ngudi — con tdm can phong nita dé tham
hiém va ai ma biét con bao nhiéu manh méi ntta. Téi lwot ai r6i?”

“Lugt cua cau day,” Sierra noi.

Kyle xoay con xoay mot cai. “Mau xanh 1a. Phong 500. Khoa hoc.”

Cau rat 1a tham mau xanh dau tién ra.

“Bén va hai muoi titng ndm trong mot chiéc banh”. 598.367 s& chi cho
ban manh.”

“Chim den?” Miguel noi.



“Chac vay.”
* Bai hdt déng dao néi tiéng ‘Sing a Song of Sixpence’ c6 cau ‘Cé hai muoi
bén chii chim den/Trén trong chiéc bdnh da 1én men.’

“Chac,” Akimi thd dai, “hday di kiém tra thém mot cuén sach nita nao.
Trén bang cuda tui minh con t6i may phan trong nita kia.”

Phong 500 c6 cau tric giong nhw mot bao tang lich s ty nhién thu nho.

Ngoai nhitng ké sach cao ngat, trén tran nha con chiéu mot mo hinh vi tru
khong 16 v&i nhitng chom sao 14p lanh va day ngan ha bao la. Nhitng mé hinh
cac hanh tinh ldng 1é quay theo quy dao cua ching.

Nhitng ng6i sao choéi lap lanh quét ngang tir ké sach nay sang ké sach
khac.

Kyle va cac dong d6i nhanh chéng tién vao khu 590 — Bong vat hoc.

Nhitng ké sach trong day dugc xép thanh mdt hinh vuéng bao quanh mot
khoang trong réng chirng bon muoi mét vuéng. Khi ca bon budc vao khoang
tréng dé, dén chot tit va mot hinh chiéu tir tir hién ra. Ong ta nhin giéng hoa
si Daniel Boone va mac mot chiéc do 16ng gdu, trén vai vat véo mot cay sung
treong.

“Bonjour”,” bitc twong 3D lén tiéng.

“Po la John James Audubon,” Sierra n6i. “Nha diéu hoc noi tiéng.”
* Tieng Phdp, nghia la “Xin chao”.

“’Nha gi hoc?” Kyle thac mac.

“Piéu hoc,” Sierra nhic lai. “Ong ay nghién citu va phac hoa nhitng loai
chim.”

Mot con chim den véi chiéc moé vang bay vao khodng trong tui n6 dang
ding va dau lai trén mot canh cay.

Ca cai cay lan con chim ciing déu la hinh chiéu.

“Cht chim xinh dep nay dén tir Alexandriaville, Ohio,” bitc twgng gan
nhv trong sudt ctia ngai Audubon 1én tiéng. “N6 c6 thé bat chwdc nhitng bai



hét hay tiéng dong ma no6 nghe thay.”

Va con chim bat dau cat tiéng rén ri.

“Cha cha,” Akimi kéu 1én day kinh ngac. “Nghe y chang tiéng coi xe canh
sat.”

“Yo,” Miguel tram tro. “Quai that.”

“Pé biét thém,” Audubon néi, “hdy doc cuén Nhitng bai hat, tiéng liu lo
va huyt sdo cia cac loai chim viét bdi Gido sv Diana Victoria Garcia, vGi
tranh minh hoa kiéu c6 dién do moi” vé.”

Noi t6i do, Audubon ng6i xuéng mot chiéc ghé dau. Mot gia vé hién ra,
con chim den lam dang va ngudi hoa si ngoai troi nay bat dau phac hoa chan
dung no, vira vé vira ngan nga bai “Chim den” ctia nhom Beatles.

* Toi

“Okay,” Kyle no6i. “Pay la manh méi la nhat ma ching ta dwoc thay tw
trira dén gio.”

“ft ra thi ta ciing tim dugc cudn sach roi ndy,” Sierra di tim thdy cudn
598.367 trén ké.

“Vay tiéng liu lo hay rén ri gi ctia mot con chim thi lam sao c6 thé giup ta
tim dwgc dwong ra thw vién chiv?” Akimi thac mac.

Dbring ldc dé, bon tré nghe thady mot am thanh khac.

Phia sau mot trong nhitng ké sach, mot tiéng gam gir phat ra, roi dén tiéng
rong.

“Cac cau nghe thdy khong?” Sierra run run.

“Co,” Akimi n6i. “Va t@ khong nghi n6 phat ra ttt mot chu chim sé dau.”

Mot con hé trang Bengal cuc ky quy hiém v6i doi mat xanh tham va lanh
nhw bang trirdn ra tir sau nhitng ké sach. N6 tién ra cho khoang trong noi ngai
Audubon dang mdai mé ngoi vé chan dung con chim.

“Pé co6 phdi 1a mot hinh chiéu khac khéng vay?”

Miguel hoi.



GRAOOQOQ!

Khong dita nao dam & lai dé kiém tra.



@u’é’i tang mot, Charles va Andrew dang luc tim trong ké sach truyén gia
twédng cao-ba-tang trong phong doc sach tron.

Pa gan tam gio toi.

“Chung ta can sém tim ra cudn sach khén nan do,” Charles nghénh co
nhin 1én may cai ké.

“Tao thay doéi r6i,” Andrew lam bam.

“May mdi an hoi chiéu r6i ma,” Charles nat.

“Thi d6 la an chiéu, bay gio la an t6i.”

“Khong. Chiing ta can tim cuoén Anne téc do dwdi Chai nha xanh truée.”

Tac pham kinh dién cua Lucy Maud Montgomery nam ngay chinh gitta
cua ké trén cung trong ta kinh trung bay Lwa chon cia Quan thuw. Charles,
Haley va Andrew da luc tung ca thw vién nay 1én ma van chwra thay né.

“Xui xéo thay,” Andrew ndi, “ho da tam thdi x6a ma s6 cudn sach nay ra
khoi hé thong.”

“Nén ta khong biét s6 nao dé ma go vao cai thang biét bay kia ca,”
Charles cau nhau.

“Cha,” Andrew néi, “c6 thé ho cat n6 trong Phong Tré Em. Hodc phong
tam tram, noi cat gitt saich Van hoc. Co thé & phong ngén ngit nwdc ngoai bon
tram ludn, bdi vi cudn sach nay von duwgc viét bang tiéng Canada, ma ngam
ra no ciing la tiéng nwdc ngoai.”

“May da noi di ndi lai cai diéu nay ca ngan lan r6i, Andrew. Nhung ching
ta déu da bai tung hét nhitng cho do 1én roi. Cling ca ngan lan luén. N6 phai @
day cting véi nhitng cudn sach vién twdng khac thoéi. May chi can bay 1én dé
va tim no.”



“Nhung ma,” Andrew ngap ngung, “tao hoi sg do cao.”

“Puogc thoi. Sao cling dugc. Dé tao 1én lay vay. Nhung may phai cho tao
mot ma s6 nao do dé nhap vao chiéc thang chit.”

“Cha, Lucy Maud Montgomery c6 viét nhitng cudn sach khac vé Anne.
C6 cudn Anne toc do lang Avonlea...”

Charles phong voi dén chiéc ban gan nhat va quét ngén tay no6 1én chiéc
may tinh bang lap san trén do.

“Pay roi. Anne toc dé lang Avonlea cia Lucy Maud Montgomery. Ma
sach la F-MON.”

“Pung r6i,” Andrew noéi. “Sach gid twéng thuwong duge dat trén ké theo
th tv ban chit cdi ctia ho tac gid”. Chi c6 sach van hoc hién thuc 1a duoc
phan loai theo hé thap phan Dewey ma thoi.”

“May da biét chuyén nay bao lau r6i?”

Andrew chép mat. Miii giat giat. “Ttw hoéi 16p hai.”

“Vay tat ca nhitng gi ta can la ‘F-MON’? Chung ta da co thé tim thay
cuon sach dy hang tiéng dong ho trudc v?”

Andrew nuot nwéc bot.

“May ding la mot that bai ctia tao hoa.” Charles ngao ngan lac dau trong
lic voi va nhay 1én mét chiéc thang. N6 nhanh chéng go “F,” “M,” “O,” “N”
vao ban phim. Hoc dé chan trén san thang khoa chat c6 chan n6. “May ng tao
tat ca nhitng khoan thoi gian ching ta lang phi tir chiéu dén gio, Andrew, va
né cé nghia la may ng nhu chida chém réi con a. Lam tao that vong mot lan
nita va tao thé tao sé néi vdi tat ca moi ngwoi may la mot dita con nit mit wét
khong hon khong kém. Tao sé dang n6 1én Twitter va ca Facebook.”

* O ddy la Montgomery

“Binh tinh nao. Tao sé khién may mirng vi c6 tao trong doi, Charles! Tao
hita dé.”

Chiéc thang ttr tit nhac 1én khoi san va nhe nhang lw6t dén ngan M cua ta



sach gid twéng. Di chuyén theo phuong ngang, n6 mang Charles dén truéc
mot ké bay tat ca nhitng cudn sach trong loat truyén Anne téc do.

N6 v6 1ay cudn Anne toéc dé dwdi Chai nha xanh.

No vira 1ay xong, chiéc thang lap titc cham rai ha xuoéng nén nha.

“May tim thdy cai gi vay?” Andrew hoi khi Charles tiép dat.

“Manh m6i ma chung ta can.”

N6 gio cho Andrew thay tdm thé duwgc nhét bén trong trang bia truwée. “H”

“Okay,” Andrew néi. “Pay la tir ‘Co gai’ ma bé chir cai ‘c’ ra. O, khong
phai, “c6 gai” khong co6 chir “h”.

Vay thi c6 thé la chit gi nhi?”

“Ctr tir t* ma nghi, Andrew.” Charles néi, mac du né da biét cau tra 1oi
chinh 1a “chan” trong ti* “chan dung” bé “h”, thém ddu huyén chinh la “can.”
Do d6, cdu mat ma chinh 1a “Ban can di ra ngodi con dwong CHUA CO
CHUA CO vao bang qua CHUA CO.”

Con duong gi chi? No tw hoi. Va “vao bang qua” c6 nghia quai gi?

Charles dang rat can ba tdm hinh con lai.

Bong nhién, giong ngai Lemoncello vang lén ttr céi loa trong phong doc.

“Nay, Charles! Nay, Andrew! ‘Hay thoa thuan’ khong?”

Nhac nén cda nhitng tro choi truyén hinh vang 1én ron rang. Tiéng vo tay
cta nhitng khan gia v6 hinh vang vong khap céa can phong khong 16.

Charles quay lai va nhin thdy nhitng anh dén mau dang roi sang ba chiéc
phong bi dit ngay ngan trén chiéc ban tron cia quan thw. Ga bao vé Clarence
buéc vao phong doc va khoanh tay ditng gan canh ca ba chiéc phong bi.

“Chung ta c6 mot phong bi xanh 1a, mot phong bi xanh duwong va mot
phong bi do,” ngai Lemoncello noi. “Hai trong ba phong bi nay co chira hai
trong ba bitc hinh con lai ma cac chau thiéu. Phong bi con lai chita La bai
Ong Ke. Néu cac chau chon duoc diing phong bi c6 chita manh méi, cac chau
dwgc phép gilt lai né va tiép tuc tro choi. Nhung néu cac chadu chon nham



phai L4 bai Ong Ke thi tiéu doi... cdc chau s& phai hitng chiu hau qua.”

Andrew gio tay lén.

“Sao nao, Andrew?”

“Hau qua la gi a?”

“MGt diéu rat toi té,” ngai Lemoncello néi. “That ra, ta cting khong duogc
phép noi vao lic nay. Thé nao, cac chdu c6 muon thoéa thuan khong?”

“Cé a!” Charles la to.

Pam khan gia dong hop kia lai ho reo.

“Vay cung choi thoi! Charles, chau tung tredc di.”

“Da?”

“Hay quét tay cac chau lén man hinh chiéc may tinh bang gan nhat di.
Ung dung tung xtic x4c da dugce bat 1én roi day.”

Mot 1an nita, tiéng c6 dong vién reo ho nhiét liét nhw thé ho thich xem tha
xtc xac hon bat ky thi¢ gi trén doi nay.

Charles quet manh ngén tay 1én man hinh. Vién xtic xac dién t& dugc tung

~

len.

“Oooh!” ngai Lemoncello thét 1én. “Hai con sdu. Chau tha dwgc mudi
hai.”

“Thé la tot hay xau, thwra ngai?”

“Co thé tot. Co thé xau. Okay, Andrew — dén luwgt cia chau.”

Peckleman g6 vao man hinh. Vién xtic xac lat tung lén.

“Mot doi khac!” ngai Lemoncello reo lén.

“Phai roi,” Charles [am bam. “Hai con mot. Mt ran™.”

“N6 c6 xau khong vay?” Andrew héi.

“Co thé tot,” ngai Lemoncello n6i. “C6 thé xau. Okay, cac chau — cac
chdu muén mé phong bi nao.”

Charles suy nghi trong lic tiéng tich tac cia dong ho rén vang khap
phong.



Tui n6 dvgc moi choi tro “Hay thoa thuan” ngay sau khi ching tim dugc
cuon Anne téc do dwdi Chai nha xanh. Ngau nhién chang? Charles khong
nghi vay.

“Chung chau sé 1dy phong bi mau xanh 14, thwa ngai.”

Clarence dwa cai phong bi mau xanh 1a cho Charles.

“M& no6 ra!” Andrew hoi. “Mé no ra le di.”

Charles thdo méc gai ra va rut ra mot tam thé.

Mot tieng CANH! 16n lam rung chuyén ca can phong.

Tam thé nay den thui. V&i dong chi¥ mau trang.

“Uh-oh,” Andrew 1am bam. “Tam thé ghi gi vay?”

* Trong mon cd bac, khi nguoi choi tung hai con xtic xdc ra moi con mét
chdm, dé goi la “mat ran”, hai chdm khién nguoi ta lién tuwéng dén cdp mat
rdn vi ran dugc cho la biéu twong cta su phdn béi va xui xéo. Thong
thuong, ddy la mot ké qud bat lgi cho ngudi choi.

“‘Xin 16i, s6 cac chau den nhw muyc’,” Charles doc. “Nén hdy nhanh ra
khoi ctra phong ngay kéo cuc.”

Clarence cam hai cai phong bi mau xanh va do va buéc vé phia sanh vao.

“Vay la sao?” Andrew hoi.

“Pugc r6i,” ngai Lemoncello ttr ton hoi, “Charles tha xtic xac dugc muoi
hai va Andrew dugc hai. Vay tong cong la bao nhiéu?”

“Mudi bon,” Charles hao hitng tra 10i theo théi quen cia né khi mudn
nhac nhd cac gido vién rang no la divra thong minh nhat 16p.

“Oooh,” ngai Lemoncello n6i. “Thé la khong tot r6i.”

“Khong tot? Andrew hot hodng hoi. “Khong tot thé nao?”

“Pén lac roi,” ngai Lemoncello néi. “J.J? Hay cho cac chang trai day biét
ching vira mat cai gi.”

MGt giong nit quyét doan vang 1én tir nhitng chiéc loa trén tran nha:

“Canh bao: Vi L4 bai Ong Ke, tat ca mudi phong Dewey sé bi khéa trong



vong muoi phut nita, ké tr tdm gid ding. Néu cac em dang ¢ mot trong
nhitng can phong nay, xin hay roi di ngay 1ap titc. Mudi canh civa trén tang
hai sé bi khéa trong vong mwoi bon gio.”

Andrew hoéng loan. “Cai gi? Mudi bon tiéng?”

“Ta da no6i rang mudi hai cong hai 1a xdu ma,” ngai Lemoncello choc.
“Nhung di nhién né cling da c6 thé 1a tét néu cac chau chon mot trong hai
phong bi con lai. Lic do, cac chau sé c6 dwgc manh mé6i va mudi bon thang
mién phi doc Tuan san Thu vién.”

Charles tinh nhanh. “Thwa ngai, diéu nay c6 nghia la ching chau sé bi
khoa ngoai muoi can phong Dewey tr gio' dén mudi gio sang mai?”

“Chinh xac!” ngai Lemoncello tra 10i.

“Pen that,” Andrew rén ri. “Chung chau can may can phong ngu ngoc dé
dé giai cau d6 ngu ngdc ndy caa ngai! Thé Ong Ke den qua xa den. Tro choi
nay qua phii. Mudi bon gid phat qua phii.”

Charles c6 hét sttc dé mac ké nhitng 10i than van ctia Andrew.

N6 can tap trung suy nghi.

ROi n6 chgt nhan ra: Kyle Keeley va lii ban ctia né phai dang tim mot giai
phap khac dé giai cau dé 16n lam sao thoat khoi thw vién nay. Néu khong, doi
cta Charles da khong thé nao tim dwgc dén chin tdim hinh manh méi. Chac
chan néu doi Keeley ciling diéu tra theo hwéng tim nhitng tdm thé trung khép
thi ching it ra phdi v dugc it nhat mot tam tredc Charles, Andrew hay Haley
10i.

Tui no ro rang dang tim 101 giadi theo mot hwdng hoan toan khac.

Charles bat dau phac thdo ra mot ké hoach trong dau. N6 hoan toan cé thé
stt dung mwdi bon tiéng dong ho nay dé tim hiéu xem déi ctia Keeley da c6
duwgc nhitng gi trong phong sinh hoat chung va két hgp véi manh méi hinh
ctia no, va roi no6 sé duwong hoang ca khic khai hoan ma ra khéi thw vién.

“DPurng tuyét vong, Andrew a,” giong Charles day tu tin. “Chiing ta van sé
chién thang.”



“Bang cach nao?”

Charles ghé sat t6i, 14y tay che miéng no lai dé khong mot camera nao c6
thé quay dugc moi no.

“May nhé khong?” Charles thi tham, “may van con ng tao vu may phi
pham mét dong thdi gian trong vu tim cuén Anne téc dé dwdi Chai nha
xanh.”

“Cai gi? Chinh may la thang chon cai phong bi mau xanh ngu ngdc chita
14 bai Ong Ke ngu ngdc kia ma.”

Charles nheo mat lai va néi bang cai giong lanh lung nhét cia né. “Thi
sao?”

“Ummm, khong sao ca,” Andrew rut ré noéi. “Chi 1a, a, tao nghi, may biét
ddy, tao chi n6i vay thoi.”

Anh mét ctia Charles chot quic 1én sang l6e.

“Vay,” Andrew thi tham, nu6t nwdc miéng cai wc, “chinh xac la may
muon tao lam gi?”

“Tim cach dot nhap vao Phong Sinh Hoat chung B.”

Andrew hoang loan. “Lam sao dugc?”

“Pung lo, tao c6 y nay.”

“ gi?”

“Hai tu thoi: Sierra Russell.”



‘@ bao givy cc cau ty hoi xem o chai nay con 6 thé khé 6 mic ndo
nita khong?” Akimi phan nan.

“Pon gian la né khong thé.”

“Yo, khong ai trong chiing ta rit tring L4 bai Ong Ke ca,” Miguel cau
nhau. “Piéu nay c6 nghia la ai d6 bén doi Charles da rat tring.”

“Akimi va Miguel ndi dung, Kyle a,” Sierra noi.

“Chuyén nay that khong c6ng bang.”

“Té biét,” 1a tat ca nhitng gi Kyle c6 thé noi.

“Nhung no ciing giong trdo Gia dinh Quai dan ctia ngai Lemoncello théi,
néu bat ky nguwdi choi nao rut phdi 14 Nha si, tat cd moi ngwdi phai lui lai bay
bwdc dé mua niéng rang cho con ho.”

Kyle va cac dong doi cta cau da quay vé Phong Sinh Hoat Chung B. Nay
gio cad bon dang nhin cham chud vao chiéc bang ghi manh méi, thac mac rang
khong biét tiéng kéu ctia con chim den thi c6 lién quan gi dén Willy Wonka
va Mudi diéu ran cua Chua — chuwa ké hai danh sach dai ngoang toan tén sach
va tén cac bitc twgng — thi mot giong ndi phat ra tir loa bao rang cd mwoi can
phong Dewey déu da chinh thitc bi khoa trong vong mwdi bon tiéng dong ho.

“Chac, ngai Lemoncello t6t hon la c6 mot 1i do hgp 1y dé gidi thich cho
chuyén nay,” Akimi noi.

“O c6 chit,” giong ngai Lemoncello vang lén.

Khuon mat ctia ngai ay xuat hién trén mot birc twong cia phong hop von
la mot man hinh plasma cuc 16n.

“Poi Kyle sé khong bi phat béi sai 1am ctia doi Charles,” ngai Lemoncello
néi. “Khac xa ay chit. That ra, cac chau dang dugc thudng day.”



Akimi nhuwdn 16ng may nghi hodc. “That khong? Nhw thé nao a?”

“Hinh phat ctia doi kia cho cac chau mot nép gap thoi gian.”

“Mot nép gap thoi gian?” Kyle néi. “D4 c6 phéi 1a mot manh moi khong
a?”

“Khong. D6 1a mot cudn sach. Va doi khi, Kyle a, mot cudn sach chi la
mot cudn sach ma thoi. Nhung nhd vao La bai Ong Ke, cac chau dugc mot
khoan gap thoi gian dé tim kiém manh moi bén ngoai mudi can phong
Dewey. Nhan tién n6i vé thoi gian, c6 mot cuon tap chi trén ké tuan san cta
thu vién ddy. Va cling da dén gio an t6i roi!”

“Vay tro choi tam hoan tw day t¢i muoi gio sang mai a?” Kyle hoi.

“Cha, la tuy vao chinh chau, Kyle a. Chau cé thé dung thoi gian nay dé
suy nghi, doc sach va kham pha. Hodc chau c6 thé chay lén Phong hoc Bién
t trén lau va choi game suot dém nay. Sw Iwa chon la hoan toan thudc veé
chau.”

“Ching chdu muon thang tro choi nay,” Kyle cwong quyét néi. Bong doi
cua cau gat gu tan thanh.

“Tuyét!” ngai Lemoncello n6i. “Ci¥ tiép tuc lam viéc cham chi nhung nhé
tranh nhitng tai liéu cta ba Basil E. Frankweiler. Ching dang 16n xon hét ca.
Va trude khi cac chau di ngu, c6 thé cac chau mudn danh chat thoi gian dé
doc mdt cudn sach hay.”

“Um, nhung nguwdi ta méi néi may can phong sach déu da bi khoa hét
r6i.” Akimi cé y kién.

“Quy c6 dang mén lic ndy chi ndi vé muwoi can phong Dewey ma théi. Co
rat nhiéu sach gid twéng xuat sac trong phong doc sach tron. Gido suw
Zinchenko tham chi da dac biét Iya chon bay cudn sach cho bay thi sinh con
lai ctia cudc thi nay. Sau bita t6i, cdc chau sé tim thdy ching trén ban ctia c6
ay.”

Vra n6i, ngai Lemoncello vira nhay mat.

“Ta chac rang céac chéau sé thady nhitng cudén sach nay rat hitu dung. Biét



dau con c6 thé truyén cam hitng nita chi.”

ROi 6ng tiép tuc nhay mat.

“Va by gio, ta phdi trd vé phia bén kia ngon nui day. Gap lai cac chau
vao budi sang nhé! Ta rat ky vong vao tat ca cac chau!”

Ngai Lemoncello trén bitc twdng nhanh chong bién mat.

“Okay,” Akimi noi, “trt khi ai d6 m@i ném ca x0 cat vao mdt ngai
Lemoncello, con khong thi viéc 6ng ay nhdy mat nhiéu dén thé nghia la
nhitng cudn sach mégi dugc goi y cho ching ta la mot manh méi khac.”

O phia bén kia ctia phong doc sach 16n, Charles dang tim tum véi Andrew
trong Phong Sinh Hoat Chung A.

“Tao khong tin con nho Haley,” n6 noi.

“Sao vay?”

Charles dat tay lén vai Andrew. “Chac, 6ng ban a, tao khong chac c6 nén
néi cho may diéu nay khong, nhung Haley da néi vé6i tao rang nho khong
nghi may da dep trai dé xuat hién trén quang cdo cua ngai Lemoncello v&i
bon tao sau khi ching ta chién thang.”

“Bai vi cdp kinh cua tao a?”

Charles can méi. Gat dau. “Téat nhién, tao hoan toan khong dong y.”

“Tao hiéu roi,” Andrew noi, 160 tai dé wng lén. “Vay thi n6 khong dugc
biét nhitng gi chiing ta tim thay trong cuén Anne t6c do duwéi Chai nha xanh.”

“Pugc thoi, Andrew. Néu d6 la nhitng gi may muodn thi tao san sang nghe
theo.”

“Tat nhién r6i.”

“Tot. Gio hay di kiém gi dé an t6i di. Tao d6i nhu chd s6i r6i.”

Khi Charles va Andrew buéc vao quan ca phé X6 Sach, doi Keeley da &
do san roi, dang chat day do an 1én khay cua ching.

“Hey, xuat sac dit nha Charles!” Miguel Fernandez choc. “Tui may rut
dwgc La bai Ong Ke a?”



“Pung la vay. Tuy nhién chut xiu xui xéo do khong lam trat banh doan tau
khai hoan cua bon tao mot chut nao dau, cho tui may hay.”

“Ha?” Akimi hdi lai.

“Y né 1a tui tao van s& chién thang!” Andrew noi.

Charles va Andrew bang qua tudt bén kia can phong dé dén ngéi chung
v0i Haley, nguoi dang lang 1€ an mot minh mot goc.

“Cac cau tim thdy manh moi gi mdi khong?”

“Pang buon la khong,” Charles néi xao.

“Tat ca nhitng gi tui nay tim thay chi l1a cai hinh phat khéa ctta quai g&
ay,” Andrew tiép 16i. Thang nay noéi doi gidi cling c& Charles.

“Thé con cau thi sao, Haley?” Charles héi. “Tim thay th& gi thu vi
khong?”

“Chang thdy mét thit gi cd.” Ro6i con nhd ngap mot cai that to va an not
bita t6i ctia n6. “Té nghi td sé 1én lau danh mét gidc day.”

“That khéng? Chi mdi tdm gid bon mwoi tam phut théi ma.”

“T¢ biét. Nhung t¢ dudi chw con ca chudi r6i.” C6 bé ngdp mot cdi 1o to
nita. “V§i lai, t& mudn sang mai minh sé day tinh tdo va sém suda trudc lic
muoi can phong Dewey dugc m@. Ching ta con nhiéu manh méi can tim.
Gap lai cac cu vao ngay mai. Trit khi chiing ta can ban bac gi d6?”

“Khong. Khong he.”

C0 bé budc ra khoi quan.



i
ha vi that,” Akimi lén tiéng. Nho dang nhin qua 16p cita kinh ctia quan

ca phé X6 Sach vao phong doc sach tron.

“Cai gi vay?” Miguel hoi.

“C6 vé nhu Clarence md&i mang may cuon sach cia ching ta dén.”

Kyle ding 1én nhin. Cau c6 thé nhin thdy dang ngwdi bé vé ctia ga vé si
mdi roi khoéi chiéc ban tron dat chinh gitta phong doc sach tron. Ga bé lai vai
cu6bn sach.

“Nhanh nao,” cau néi. “Xem th* Gido suv Zinchenko tinh “truyén cam
hitng” cho chiing ta bang nhitng twa sach gi.”

“Con hai dita kia thi sao?” Miguel néi, chi tay vé phia ché ma Charles va
Andrew dang an n6t mén trang miéng.

Kyle bi gidng xé.

Mot madt, Kyle khong muon chia sé nhitng manh mo6i méi ma cad nhém da
may man cé dwgc nhd vao an phat cia nhém kia. Mat khac, cdu khéng mudn
nguwoi khac néi rang cau va ban be chién thang nho ngai Lemoncello thuwong
tinh quang cho tui no6 them goi y.

Cudi cung, n6 cling nghi ra mot cach di hoa vi quy.

“E, Charles? Andrew? Tui ndy dang tinh di 1dy mdy cuén sach dé doc cho
qua thi gio chd t6i sang mai. Tui may c6 thé cling mudn lam nhuw thé.”

“Thoi khéi, cam on.” Charles ditng 1én. “Tui tao cling da gidi quyét sap
xong tro choi nay r6i. Vdi lai, tao nghi ngai Lemoncello c6 tinh dé tui tao
nhan 14y L4 bai Ong Ke vi tao di qua giéi so v6i mic dd khé cua trd choi ndy
roi. May nghi xem, cong ty 6ng sé trong nhw thé nao néu tui tao thoat ra khéi
thw vién nay trong vong chwa day hai muoi bon tiéng?”



“Beo,” Andrew tan thanh. “Béo lam.”

“Pung vay,” Charles tiép tuc. “Tao cho rang sé khong con ai muén mua
do choi cua ngai Lemoncello nita néu ho thay tui tao gidi quyét hét tro nay
dén tro khac nhu bon thé nay. Véi lai, tao dang muon dwa Andrew lén tham
quan phong ngu riéng nam sao trén kia ctua tao. Cé ai muodn di theo khéng?”

“Thoi khoi,” Akimi biu méi.

“Tty may thoi. O, nhan tién, ngai Lemoncello c6 hin mot may choi game
trén day day.”

Kyle chgt thdy miéng né kho khoc.

“Mau t6i tan nhat luén. Va né choi nhitng tro choi dién ti that sy kia, chi
khong phéi mdy thi¢ tro ‘vira choi vira hoc.” Muén nhap bon khong, Keeley?”

“Um...”

“Tui tao dang tinh choi P6i Dac Nhiém Soéc 6. Phién ban md&i nhat. Theo
nhitng gi tao doc duwgc trén nap hop, phdi dén dau thang mwdi hai n6 méi
dugc ban ra ngoai.”

Kyle thdy tran va mo6 héi. Long ban tay cau bé w6t nhep. May ngén tay
néng ran, nglta ngdy muon cham vao can diéu khién tro choi ngay 1ap tic.

Nhung cudi cung, sau khi vom hong da tré nén kho khoc nhw gidy nham,
cau tra 1oi, “Thoi khéi, cAm on Charles. Tui nay chi doc sach toi nay thoi.”

Sau khi Charles va Andrew 1én tang ba dé choi phién ban tuyét voi nhat
cta tro choi dién ti tuyét voi nhat ctia ngai Lemoncello tir tredc dén nay (néu
nhitng gi Charles Chiltington néi 1a sy that), Kyle va cac dong doi nhanh
chong di chuyén dén phong doc 16n dé xem nhitng cudn sach gi dang dgi
minh trén ban cua ngwoi tha thu.

Ching tim thdy bady phién ban khac nhau cia cuing mdt cuén sach:
Sherlock Holmes toan tdp. M4t cu6én la mot ban boc da quy hiém, mot cudn
c6 bia gidy da rach buom, ba cudn cé bia citng véi nhitng hinh minh hoa bia
khac nhau, mot cuén khac la dang bia citng day hon vdi cd dong bai luan
uyén bac; va cuén thit bay la mot may doc sach dién tit chi hién moi cai tiéu



de.

“T'¢ nghi ngai Lemoncello mu6n ching ta t6 chitc mét cau lac bg sach,”
Sierra noi.

“Y cau la sao?”

“Thi cau biét day — ching ta cung doc mot cuon sach va hop lai dé théao
luan va chia sé y kién ctia minh.”

“Vui lam ddy,” Miguel xen ngang. “Ching t6¢ c6 mot cau lac bo sach
twong ty ¢ truong.”

“Thé cdu c6 & trong do6 khong?”

“Téat nhién. Lic nao dé cau muén tham gia chung vdi bon té khong?”

“Té sé dén. Cam on cau nhiéu, Miguel.”

Akimi ddng hang. “Bay gi0 tinh sao day?” nhé hdi Kyle.

Kyle nhtin vai. “Thi cau nghe t& néi gi v6i Charles r6i day. Poc sach
th6i.”

Moi ngudi lan lwgt 1y mot cudon Sherlock Holmes cho minh.

Khong ai dung t6i chiéc may doc sach dién t.

Trén lau ba, Haley dang nhén chan di quanh Phong Ky Niém Cua Ngai
Lemoncello.

Khi c6 bé tGi cai bao tang thu nhé nay hom qua, c6 bé da khong dé y
nhiéu cho lam. Tuy nhién, bay gi® c6 bé lai hy vong tim duwgc & day thém
mot cudn sach khac trong tu trung bay “twa sach dang nhg,” mot cudén sach
nhé mau vang c6 nhan dé Me Ngong va cac con: VO cho det mét cai banh.
Haley doan day c6 thé la mot cuon sach ma ngai Lemoncello da doc (hoac
duwgc doc cho nghe) khi 6ng ay con la mot cau bé.

Haley buwéc qua nhitng chiéc hop dwgc xép ngay ngan, qua mot canh ctra
dé budc vao mot noi nhin cé vé nhu tai hién lai phong ngu lic nhé ctia ngai
Lemoncello — mot can phong nho xiu véi chiéc giwong hai tang ma 6ng da
phdi san sé v@i ba nguwdi anh em cia minh. K& bén tang duwdi cta chiéc



givong la mot ké sach dwgc lam tha cong tir mdy cai thung sita rong.

Va né dang nam ngay & do, chung v6i khoang c& chuc cuén sach hinh
mong tanh khac.

Cubn Me Ngong va cac con. Haley rén rén mé cudn sach ra.

Mot tdm thé hinh vuong nho nhé dang nam bén trong:

Co bé nhanh chéng gap né lai va nhét n6 vao trong giay chung véi tdm thé
“cwdp” cta minh.

Bdi vi bay gio Haley biét chac rang nhitng tén “cudp,” vao mot lic nao
do, da tirng “bo” vao trong toa nha nay khi né van con la mot ngan hang.

Tam hinh vé bang Indiana khong phdi n6i vé cho cudc dua Indianapolis
500 nhw Charles suy doan.

N6 néi vé IN, chit viét tat cia ma bwu dién chinh thitc cia bang Hoosier.

Sang mai, khi muwdi can phong Dewey dwgc md khoa, diéu dau tién Haley
can phéi lam la nhanh chéng tim kiém xem cé manh mdi nao cho biét thoi
gian va vi tri chinh xac ma bang cuwdp da bo vao.

Mot dwong ham? Mot 10 thong gi6? Mot hanh lang bi mat néi thw vién
nay véi day toa nha van phong ngay phia sau né trén tang mat, hai hay ba?

Chi c6 mot diéu Haley c6 thé chac chan: Bon trom khong chui qua 16 gt
trd sach cua thw viéen.



@/M‘lﬁ’ng dia tré trong phong doc sach déu dang chim dam trong nhitng
cudc phiéu lwu cua Sherlock Holmes.

Kyle vira doc xong mot truyén kha hay c6 twa la “Vu tai tiéng & x@
Bohemia,” vé mot vi vua sap cwdi mot nguwoi thira ké hoang gia c6 sau cai tén
khac nhau.

Nhung 6ng vua lai bi tong tién bdi ngwdi ban gai cli, mot ca si hat opera tw
New Jersey tén la Irene Adler.

Co6 mot cau noi cua Sherlock Holmes v&i bac st Watson trong nhitng trang
dau cda truyén lam Kyle nhé mai: “Anh chi m&i nhin, chi¢ chwa that sy quan
sat.”

Kyle nhan ra day chinh la 1i do ma ngai Lemoncello muén ca bon tam théi
chay theo nhitng manh méi dé doc nhitng cau chuyén phiéu lwu kinh dién
nay.

Khong phéi dé tim nhitng manh m6i méi ma la dé gidi nhitng cau do t6t
hon. Phdi chang tui n6 da nhin lwét thady mot manh moi quan trong gi dé ma
chwa that sy quan sat ky? Co thé lam ch.

Poc ciu chuyén nay ciing kha thd vi. Kyle hoan toan cé thé hinh dung
duwgc can ho 221b & pho Baker ctia Holmes, tén vua vdi b diéu khinh khinh,
chiéc xe ngwa lach cach trén nhitng con dwong phu swong mu ¢ Luan Don,
nhitng lan héa than cta Holmes va qua bom khoéi bac si Watson quang ra
ngoai ctra s6 va moi nguwoi qua duong gao thét, “Chay roi!”

Giong nhw ciau bé dang xem mot bd phim 3D IMAX trong dau. Kyle hao
hire 1at t6i cau truyén thit hai trong cudn sach, “Cudc phiéu luwu ctia Hoi Téc
Hung.”



“Sao r6i?” Akimi thi tham hoi.

“Cu6n sach nay hay ghé. Cai Ngai Arthur Conan Doyle nay that biét cach
dé khién mat nguoi doc dinh chat vao nhitng trang sach.”

“Nhan vat cta 6ng ay c nhw buwéc ra khéi nhitng trang sach va & ngay
bén canh ta,” Sierra noi.

“Pung day,” Miguel dong y. “T¢ thich cai vu ‘Tham t& tw van’.”

“Ha?” Kyle héi.

“P¢ la cach ma Holmes doi Iic miéu ta nghé nghiép ctia minh.”

“0. TG chi mdi vira doc xong mot truyén thoi nén...”

Bong nhién, Kyle thay c6 cai gi do ky ky.

“E nay — tai sao may bic twgng trén tran nha lai khong c6 Conan Doyle
nhi?”

“Y cau 1a sao?” Akimi hoi.

“Ong ay 1a mot tac gia néi tiéng ding khong? Tai sao ho lai chiéu hinh
chiéu 3D ctia mot nha van hién dai nhv Pseudonymous Bosch ma lai khong
phai la tac gia da sang tao ra mdt tac pham kinh dién nhw Sherlock Holmes?”

“Cau héi hay day, ngudi anh em,” Miguel néi.

“T¢ can nho va 6ng anh Curtis cua t6.”

“Vi sao?”

“Curtis da doc nhiéu sach hon bat ky ai ma t& biét, c6 thé la triv Sierra ra.
Anh dugc dén 808 diém trong ky thi SAT" mén Vian hoc ddy.”

“A , Kyle a? Akimi néi. “T'é nghi diém t6i da cho bat ky bai thi SAT nao
cling chi la 800 thoi.”

“Um. Roi Curtis thi, va ho phai nang cai mic dé 1én cho anh &y.”

“Vay anh dy c6 thé gitp chiing ta doan y nghia ctia nhitng bi¢c tuwgng kia?”
Miguel noi.

* Scholastic Aptitude Test la mét trong nhitng ky thi chudn héa dung dé xét
tuyén vao cdc truong Pai hoc cua My. Ddy ciing la cdn ci? quan trong dé xét



cdp hoc boéng va ddnh gid “khad ndng suy ludn, phan tich va gidi quyét van
dé” cua trng vién thong qua ky ndng gidi todn, doc hiéu va viét.

“Chinh xac. Vi sao lai la muoi nguwoi nay? Vi sao khong phai la muwoi tac
gia khac?”

“V1i sao khong phai la muoi tac gia ma Bridgette Wadge bi hdi trong Thw
Thach Cwc Do caa nho?”

Kyle nhin quanh phong.

“Ba Tobin 0i? Xin chao? Ba Tobin 0i?”

Hinh chiéu 3D nita m& ntta do ctia ba quén thu tir nhitng nam 1960 1ap 1oe
hién ra.

“Ta c6 thé giap gi chau day, KYLE?”

“Chau muon noi chuyén véi mot chuyén gia.”

“Va chau mudn ndi chuyén véi ai?”

“Ngai Curtis Keeley.”

“Anh trai cua chau sao?”

“Va la mot chuyén gia c6 chitng chi SAT vé mon van hoc va cac nha van
va may thi¢ van vé kiéu kiéu nhw thé...”

Bong nhién, ba Tobin bién mat. Thay vao d6 la giong cia Gido su
Zinchenko vang lén tit hé théng loa trén tran nha.

“Pay la mot yéu cau khong that sy tuan theo quy tac ma ching ta da thoa
thuan, cau Keeley.”

“Hey,” Akimi noi 16n, “khong phai nguyén cai tro choi nay cting khong
theo bat ky mot quy tac nao tredc day hay sao, thwa c6?”

“Ching chau chi can thém chit thong tin thoi,” Kyle néi. “Vi nhw
Sherlock Holmes da no6i véi bac si Watson, ‘d6 la mot sai 1am tai hai néu
ching ta suy doan truée khi cé day du thong tin’.”

“T6i cho rang em thich cudn sach téi dwa cho em?” ¢6 quan thu hoi.

Kyle gio ngon tay céi lén v6i chiéc camera gan nhat.



“Chinh xac. Chau khong thé chd xem nhitng quy ngai trong Hoi T6c Hung
dang tinh lam gi?”

“A, dang 16i,” gido s Zinchenko néi. “Mot cau truyén thd vi. Toi cling
mdi doc no lai gan day théi. Pwoc r6i, Kyle. Chiing toi sé lién lac vdi anh trai
ctia em dé xem cau bé dé co6 dua tieu chuan dé lam mot chuyén gia thw vién
hay khong. C6 thé tdn mot chut thoi gian.”

“Khong viéc gi phai voi,” Kyle n6i. “Chau dang doc mot cudn sach rat
hay ma.”

Kyle dang ban trg giip Holmes doan ra Hoi T6c Hung chi 1a mot ké hoach
tinh vi cia mot bang cwép dé du mot 6ng cha tiém cam do roi khéi tiém cda
ong da lau dé ching dao ham tir ting ham tiém cam do6 qua ngan hang bén
canh thi giong ctia c6 quan thuw kéo n6 tir Luan B6n vé lai Ohio.

“Xin 16i vi s gian doan.”

Akimi, Miguel va Sierra cling déong cudn sach cua tui né lai. Pa muwdi mot
gi0 muwoi lam. Ai cling dang mo mo mang mang buon ngu vi ching da cuon
minh trong nhitng chiéc ghé banh ém &i qua lau roi.

“Sao ro6i a?” Kyle hai.

“Chutng toi da sap xép mot cudc noéi chuyén gitta cac em va cau Curtis
Keeley.”

“Tuyét! Bang cach nao vay a?”

“Em va chuyén gia ciia minh c6 nam phuit tro chuyén bang video v&i nhau
qua chiéc mdy tinh dugc dat ngay phia sau chiéc ban trung tam thw vién.”

Kyle 14t dat tién dén chiéc ban tron chinh giita can phong. Ca ba dong doi
cua cau voi va di theo.

“Gio tw van... bat dau!”

Va Curtis hién ra. Pang ngoi trwdc chiéc may tinh trong phong ngu cia
minh.

“Nay, anh Curtis!”



“Chao Kyle. Moi chuyén trong do thé nao r6i?”

“Tuyét ci meo.”

Ong anh ca ctia Kyle — Mike — d4 tung canh ctra phong ngt ctia Curtis.

“Ky-le, Ky-le,” Mike ngan giong. “Whoo-hoo!”

Kyle chwa bao gio c6 mdt hoat ndo vién cho riéng minh nhiét tinh dén thé.

“Tui anh can chi may phai n6 Iyc mét tram mudi phan tram & trong do,
em cung a!” Qua vai Curtis, Mike chgt nhiu mat lai. “M4y cai di¥a ditng sau
lvng em 1a ai thé, Kyle?”

“Pong doi cua em, Miguel, Sierra, va anh biét Akimi roi day.”

“MAy dira l1ap doi a? Thong minh ddy. Ca anh cling khéng doi nao thang
dwgc mot tran bong bau duc néu khong cé sy ho trg ctia muwoi ga kia.”

“Um, Mike a? Kyle ngit 15i. “Curtis va em chi c6 diing nim phiit dé noi
chuyén thoi.”

“Tuyét. Anh may bién day. Chién thang nhé, bé cung!”

Mike di lui ra khoi phong, vira di vira vung tay vung chan lén troi.

“Em con bon phut,” Gido su Zinchenko nhac.

“Puogc r6i, Curtis, day la cau héi cia em. May ong tac gid nay c6 diém gi
chung khong?”

Kyle ké tén may bttc twgng 3D theo thit tu.

Curtis ngdy ra trdc man hinh may tinh.

Mot lic rat lau.

Ro6i Curtis lac dau. “Anh xin 16i, Kyle. Anh khong tai nao biét dwgc.”
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hat sao?” Kyle kinh ngac. “Anh khong biét mot ti gi hét?”

“Cha,” Curtis ndi, “Moi lién hé duy nhat ma anh nghi ra 1a Thomas Wolfe
viét cuén Nhin vé nha di, thién than a va Lewis Carroll viét cuén Budc qua
chiéc gwong nhin. Ca hai twa sach déu cé chit ‘nhin’ trong d6. Nhung noi
dung cua ching hoan toan khac nhau. Hai tac gia cling vay.”

Kyle va ca doi im chét lang.

Cho dén khi Sierra nhay cang lén.

“Tat nhién r6i!” co bé la l1én.

“Cac chau da hét gio,” gido su Zinchenko thong bao.

“O, dugc thdi,” Kyle néi v&i cai man hinh. “Cam on anh nhiéu, Curtis.
Anh da gidp tui em rat nhiéu.”

“Pung vay ma!” Sierra néi, hdo hitc vo6 tay nhu may con hai cau chiing
thwong thdy trong nhitng man xiéc thd. Man hinh may tinh phut tat den thui.

“C06 thé giai thich khong, Sierra?” Miguel thac mac.

“T& nghi té biét cach gidi mat ma lién quan dén may bic twong roi.”

“C6 ca m6t mat ma a?” Akimi strng sot. “Ai ma biét dugc chi?”

“Giai no sé ton thoi gian day,” Sierra noi. “Va té can mot chiéc may tinh.”

“Dugc,” Kyle noi, hoi bi choang vi sy hao hirng dot ngot cta Sierra.
“Chuing t6 sé ¢ trong phong sinh hoat chung, kiém thém nhitng ma s6 sach
Dewey mdi tit tro Cudc Hanh Huwong dé ching ta c6 thé bat dau tim kiém
ngay khi nhitng canh ctra dvgc mé lic muoi gio.”

Khi Sierra dang ng6i nghién cttu trén may tinh, nhitng di¥a con lai quay lai
v0i tro Cudc Hanh Huong.

“Chtng ta nén xem hét nhitng 14 tham trong go6i cau héi nay dé ghi lai



nhitng ma s6 sach méi,” Kyle dé nghi.

“Nghe giong mdt ké hoach day,” Akimi noi.

Nhé rit mot 14 tham mau tim.

Mat mot lwgt duwge ghi ¢ mat ké bén.

“Thtr mot 14 khac xem,” Miguel hoi.

Akimi 13t 1én mot 1a xanh duong.

Thém mot lwgt. Thé 1a Akimi bén 1at 1én hét nhitng 14 mau xanh dwong
trong khi Miguel lam twong ty vGi nhitng 1a mau tim.

Tat cd nhitng 14 mau tim déu ghi Mat mot luot.

Nhitng la mau xanh dvong chi ghi dung chit Them mot lwot.

Nay gio Kyle lat hét nhitng 14 mau dé va nau sam.

“Tét ca nhitng 14 tham mau dé déu ghi ‘B6c mot 14 vang’,” cau bé thong
bdo. “Mau nau sam chi kéu ‘Lay mot 14 xanh 18”.”

“Nhirng 14 mau xam ciing giong y chang,” Miguel noéi. “Chi la ching ghi
‘Chon mét 1a héng.” Nhitng 14 mau bac néi ‘Boc mot 14 mau cam’.”

“Vay chi con nhitng 1a ma chung ta da choi.” Kyle v0i vang rut ra mot 1a
mau vang. ““Trong can bac hai cua 48,623.20271209...°”

“Cai quai gi vay?” Akimi ha hoc.

“Cho da,” Miguel néi. “Cé mot ¢ng dung tinh todn trong chi€c may tinh
nay.”

Kyle doc to lén nhitng gi con lai trén la tham: “... ‘va tim mot ntra cua 4-
40-30’.”

“DP¢ cling la 2-20-15 tho6i”, Aikimi néi.

“Va can bac hai ctia bon muoi tdm ngan gi-gi-dé ciing la 220.5203,”
Miguel noi. “Cudn Kinh Thanh ctia vua James ma chuing ta da tim dugc.”

Akimi 1at xem hét nhitng 14 tham vang con lai.

“Nhitng 14 nay cling giong vay. May cau hoi nay déu dwa ta dén ngan sach
Tén gido dé tim cau Kinh Thanh do.”



“Y chang vGi nhitng t0 xanh 1a nay,” Miguel bao cdo. “Téat ca nhitng cau
héi nay déu dan dén cuon Nhitng bai hat, tiéng liu lo va huyt sdo cta cac loai
chim.”

“Va may la mau hong déu la manh méi cho 027.4,” Kyle tiép 16i. “T&
doan la ho muon chac rang ching ta kiém dwgc cuén Lam quen véi thw vién
cta thanh pho ban.”

“Vay chi con may tam thé ngau nhién,” Akimi noi.

CO bé xem xét xap 1a tham mau cam mdt cach can than. “Tim mot cai gi
dé an van véi ‘ri mat kinh kinh, chi tat rinh binh, nghi that xinh xinh’.”

“Chinh la phong My thuat Linh tinh,” Miguel thd dai thuwon thuot.

“Noi ma ching ta can tim thdy th van v6i ‘Randy,” ‘Sandy,” hay
‘Brandi’,” Akimi tiép tuc.

“Keo™ ctia Willy Wonka,” Miguel noi.

“Theé thi,” Kyle néi, “t¢ doan tro Cudc Hanh Hwong chi dé giip ching ta
c6 dwgc bon manh méi ma chiing ta da tim ra ro6i.”

* Candy

“Nhung ching ta can thém nhitng con s6 méi c6 thé la ma sach,” Miguel
than van. “Khong thi chiing ta sé tdi s6 mat.”

Cau noi cia Miguel khién ca Kyle va Akimi rén ri.

Nhung Kyle chot nhan ra. “Day chinh la li do ngai Lemoncello néi v&i
ching ta rang khodng thoi gian ctra bi khéa chinh la mo6t phan thuwéng. Ngai
ay biét rang chiing ta can thém kha kha thoi gian dé tim nhitng con s6 mgi.”

Pung luc do, Sierra tong ctra chay vao phong hop.

“Cac cau oi! Té tim thdy mot dong con s6 mdi roi.”

“Cai gi?” ca Kyle, Akimi va Miguel thot 1én.

“O dau?”

“Trén mai nha.”



“ ac cau can nhin lén Mai vom Ki diéu,” Sierra noi.

“Ha?” Kyle héi lai.

Bon tré dang ditng ngoai ctta Phong Sinh Hoat Chung B. Pa lau r6i chiing
chwa thay Sierra phan khich dén thé.

“Um, Sierra 0¢i?” Akimi goi. “Chinh xac thi sao cau lai mu6n tui t& treo co
bang cach nguwdc nhin 1én tran nha nhv thé nay?”

“Coi nay. C6 mot tro choi tree tuyén ma vai nguwdoi bon t¢ hay choi dwoc
goi la Tim M6i Lién Két. Mot nguoi sé liét ké ra mot danh sach cac nha van
va nhitng nguoi choi kia phai doan xem ho c6 moi lién hé nhw thé nao qua
cac twa sach cua ho.”

“Chu cha,” Akimi thot 1én hoi mia mai. “Nghe vui phét.”

“Thi vui that ma. Nhung tin t6 di, chang dé chit nao dau.”

“Vay thé cau da tim dugc gi r6i?” Miguel héi.

“Giong nhu anh Curtis da n6i, Thomas Wolfe viét cuon Nhin vé nha di,
thién than a con Lewis Carroll viét Bwdc qua chiéc gwong nhin. Diéu nay
khién t& suy nghi. T¢ thit tim trén mang. Stephen Sondheim viét Nhin nay,
toi da lam mot chi€c mii, Maya Angelou viét Ngay ca ngoi sao nhin ciing c6
don, va Pseudonymous Bosch viét Nhin vay chit khong phai vay.”

“Tat ca ching déu cé chit ‘nhin’ trong twa sach,” Kyle nhan xét.

“Vay con nam tac gia kia thi sao?” Akimi hoéi. “Ho cé viét sdch ma twa cé
ch ‘nhin’ ludén khong?”

“Khong, ho & trén do la cho mot chir khac.”

“La sao?”

“Booker T. Washington viét cuén Vwon lén tir kiép no 1€ va Shel



Silverstein viét Nga 1én phia trén.”

“Thé con Gido su Seuss?” Kyle hoi.

“Mot ngay dep dé bay 1én. George Orwell viét Ngoi 1én dé thd, con Todd
Strasser c6 mot cuon sach twa 1a Néu toi 16n 1én.”

“Nghia la muwoi bite twong cho ta hai chit,” Miguel két luan.

“Pung thé. ‘Nhin’ va ‘1én’. Do d6 t¢ da lam theo.

T& nhin 1én. Nhin Méi vom Ki diéu. Kia kia. Cac cau thay khong? O man
hinh ctia phong 200 c6 mot day s6 ngay dudi ngdi sao David™ dé6.”

“220.5203,” Miguel 1am bam.

Akimi ddm mot cdi vao canh tay Kyle. “Chuyén nay giong y hét cai vu ma
thwdng ma cau chi t¢ trén xe buyt may hom trude!”

“Tat nhién roi,” Kyle néi. “Day la mot tro choi cua ngai Lemoncello ma.
Ong 4y lu6n giau nhitng mat ma & noi ta it ngd nhat. Tuyét 14m, Sierra!”

“Cam on,” Sierra n6i. C6 bé chgt nhan ra rang tro choi nay choi véi
nhitng nguwdi ban that sy hay hon han lic choi véi nhitng ngwdi ban do trén
mang.

“Nhung tro Cudc Hanh Huwong da gidp ta tim dwgce con so cling ctia phong
200 ro6i,” Miguel nhac.

“Pung vay,” Kyle gat dau. “Hay thit xem nhitng man hinh ciia phong khac
cho ta nhitng con s6 ma trong nhitng 14 tham khong c6 xem.”

Ca bon ngoc c6 lén tran nha va tap trung vao nhitng hinh anh dang troi
trén mwoi man hinh khong 16.
* Ngoi sao David c6 hinh dang ctia mét ngéi sao sau canh do hai tam gidc
déu long vao nhau, la biéu twong dai dién cho nguoi Do Thdi va dao Do
Thadi.

“Mot day so nita kia!” Sierra la to. “Trong man hinh caa phong 600. Ngay
bén duwdi chiéc 6ng nghe ctia bac si.”

“Thay roi!” Kyle nhanh tay ghi day so lai. “624.193.”



“Whoo-hoo!” Akimi reo léen.

“Sierra, cau la nguoi hung madi trong long t6,” Kyle noi. “Cau da ctu ca
doi mot ban thua trong thay.”

Sierra do mat. “Cam on.”

“Con xoay,” Akimi chgt ndi.

“Ha?” Miguel hoi.

“D6 la mot manh moi khac. Tro Cuéc Hanh Hwong cling da chi vé tran
nha, bdi vi ldc chiéu cac phong cta hé thap phan Dewey, Mai vom Ki diéu
nhin giong y nht mot con xoay khong 16 cta tro cd ban.”

“Tuyét voi lam, Akimi,” Miguel thot Ién. “Nhw 6ng mat troi luon.”

Skekk

Sierra va cac ban tiép tuc ngé 1én tran nha hon mot tiéng dong ho. Khi
dong ho chi 12:30, chiing nam han xuong san nha dé b6t méi co.

Vi ¢t muoi lam phit mot 1an, mét day so lai hién ra cho moi phong thude
hé thong phan loai Dewey.

Trir mot phong.

Ro6i chu ky quay lai tir dau — phong 200.

“Tai sao lai khong cé day s6 nao cho phong 300 nhi?” Miguel thac mac.

“Co thé 1a vi trong dé c6 mot cudn sach ma ta rat, rat, rat can,” Kyle néi.

“Cai ngai Lemoncello do,” Akimi thd dai, “khoai gidn thiét.”



gén nhin qua lan can cua tang ba khi dong ho da diém hai gio, Andrew
Peckleman thdy Sierra Russell dang ng6i mot minh trong phong doc sach
tron.

Ca dém qua Andrew thua Charles liéng xiéng khi choi game trong phong
ngu nam sao & tang ba.

Va bi nhac mai vé tam quan trong ctia chuyén Andrew phai dot nhap vao
Phong Sinh Hoat Chung B dé “muwon” bat ky manh moéi nao ma doi Kyle
Keeley da thu thap dugc dé trd ng chuyén né da phi pham “thdi gian quy bau
cua ca doi” luc tim cudn Anne téc dé dwdi Chai nha xanh béi vi “noi sg do
cao ngu ngdc” cua no.

Andrew da phai hita rang n6 sé lam bang tat ca moi gia.

“Néu c6 ai trong nhém Keekey c6 thé gitip ching ta dot nhap vao téng
hanh dinh cta ching,” Charles da noi rd6 cho Andrew, “d6 sé la con nho nhut
nhat ma Itic nao cling chti mii v6 sach. May c6 dé y con Sierra Russell dung
gi dé danh dau trang sach khéng?”

“Khong,” Andrew that tha tra 10i.

“Chinh la tdm thé thw vién ctia nd, tht c6 thé dung dé mdé khoéa Phong
Sinh Hoat Chung B. Hay tim cach nao d6 dé mwon no.”

“L@& diéu nay trai luat thi sao?”

“Tat nhién la khong. Pay la mét cai thw vién. Chang phai ngudi ta mugn
sach ¢ day sao?”

“Thi biét 1a vay, nhung...”

“Tao da noi v&i may la tao c6 ba ngan ban trén Facebook chwa nhi? Thém
hai ngan nguwoi theo doéi trén Twitter? Tat ca nhitng nguwoi dé sé biét may la



mot thang thé dé néu may khong lam chuyén nay dé bao dam chién thang cho
nhom chung ta.”

Do 1a li do ma Andrew dang buwdc xudng tang mot.

Sierra, van nhw moi khi, dang doc mét cudn sach.

Khi no tién lai gan, Andrew thdy mot tia sang trang loé 1én.

Charles da dung. Sierra dang st dung tam thé thw vién trang l6a ctia minh
dé danh dau nhitng trang séach.

N6 budc dén cho dam ghé banh doc sach to twéng Sierra dang ngoi.

“Cu6n sach hay khong?”

Tiéng cua n6 khién con bé giat minh.

“Q, xin chao. Hay chi.”

“Khong phién néu t& ngoi day chit?” N6 dat dit xuong chiéc ghé da doi
dién véi Sierra. “Vay, rm, cau dang doc gi thé?”

“Charlie va chiéc thang may bang kinh ctia Roald Dahl.”

“0. T6 c6 nghe néi dén cuén sach d6. Nhém ctia cau dau roi?”

“Ho di ngu hét r6i. Cac cau &y mudn ngay mai day s6m trudc lic nhitng
canh ctra trén tang hai ma.”

“U. Haley va Charles cfing di ngti rdi. Chic chi con hai dita mot sach
chung ta nhi?”

“Ciing khuya r6i,” Sierra n6i. “Chac t¢ 1én lau day...”

“Té c6 thé xem qua dugc khéng?”

“Hmmm?”

“Cudn sach do. Té chwa bao gio dwoc doc n6. TG chi khoe 1a t& doc roi
ma thoi.”

“Q, dugc théi.” Sierra dwa cudn sach cho né.

“Cam on cau.”

Andrew lat nhanh qua nhitng trang sach dén khi né thay duwgc tdm thé thw
vién cua Sierra. “Néu trong thw vién nay c6 cai thang mdy bang kinh nhw



trong phim Willy Wonka thi ngau nhi. Nhat 1a néu cau c6 thé dung no6 téng
bé tran nha nhw Charlie va Wonka. Dung cach d6 dé thoat khéi thw vién thi
tuyét nhi?”

“U, t& doan thé.”

Pung lic d6, Andrew nhanh tay trdo hai tdm thé thw vién véi nhau. N6
lang ldng nhét tdm thé thw vién ctia n6 vao cudn sach va giau di tam thé cua
Sierra.

Charles sé tu hao vi né 1am day!

“Thé,” n6 déng cudn sach lai, “cadu da doc cuén Gia DPinh Thang May
chua?”

“T6 khong nghi vay.”

“Cudn sach néi vé mot gia dinh phdi séng trong chiéc thang may tai mot
khach san & thanh ph6é San Francisco. Gia canh dé ciing c6 lic xuéng lic
len.”

Andrew cuoi gid 14, bdi vi d6 1a mot trong nhitng cau ndi dua hay nhat ma
no biét. Sierra mién cudng mim cwoi. N6 dwa lai cho con nho cuén sach.

Trén dau tui nd, Mai vom Ki diéu thoat khoi ché do chiéu hinh mudi can
phong Dewey ctia né va, sau mot con 16c mau sac, né tré thanh mot can
phong ngti mau xanh 14 véi hai khung ctta s6 do nhin ra bau troi dém xanh
tham, c6 mat trang tron vanh vanh va muén van vi sao lap lanh. Trong can
phong dé c6 mot chiéc dién thoai, mot qua bong béng mau dé, va mot tdm
hinh ctia mot chu bo dang nhay qua madt trang.

Tran nha da trd thanh phong ngu cua thé trong cuén Ngu ngon nhé, mat
trang.

Mot ba thé mdc 4o choang xanh lét thét nhdy vao phong doc sach tron.
Hai chu meo nho xiu theo ngay sat ba.

“Tuyét,” Andrew cau nhau. “Lai thém mot hinh chiéu 3D ngu ngbc nita.”

“T6 nghi la ching dé thwong d6 chit,” Sierra noi.

“Suyt,” ba tho noi. “Ngi ngon nhé dong ho va ngu ngon nhé chd ga co.



Ngu ngon nhé, Sierra.”

“Ngu ngon nhé, ba tho.” Sierra 14y lai cudén sach va nhanh chéng di 1én
lau.

“Ngu ngon nhé, Andrew,” ba tho noi.

“Sao cling dvgc.”

N6 dut tai tdm thé thu vién ma n6é mai trao dugc.

Gio n6 khong thé lam gi dugc vdi tdm thé. Nhat 1a khi nguwoi diéu khién
hinh chiéu ctia con thé nay van con dang theo doi trén camera.

Nhung viéc dau tién no6 sé lam vao budi sang la...

“Ngu ngon nhé ba tho gia hay suyt nguoi khac,” no la 16n.

Va ngay sau do, no thi thao vira di cho mot minh né nghe, “Vao s6m mai,
tao sé danh cho nhitng thi sinh kia thua tan tac.”



@S;éng hom sau, Kyle day s6m va lang 1€ di t&i phong doc sach tron.

Luc do chi méi tam gio muwoi lam. Nhitng can phong Dewey sé md khoa
trong vong mot tiéng bon muoi lam phit nita. Tro choi sé két thiic sau chuwa
tGi bon gio nita.

Kyle dang thay cuc ky phan chan.

Trong khi do, Sierra Russell van dang cuén minh doc sach trong mot chiéc
ghé banh ém ai.

“Chao,” Kyle noi.

“Xin chao,” Sierra khé ngap.

“Pung noi voi td la cau thirc ca dem chi?”

“Khong. Té 1én lau nga vao khoang hai gio sang. Luc t6 di xudng duéi
day, trén ban quan thw lai c6 thém mot chong sach mai.”

“Q, that khong? Cau tim thdy dwgc gi?”

“Nam ban in ctia cudén sach nay.”

CO bé gio cuodn sach 1én cho Kyle nhin. Gi¢ thit mwdi mot: mot bi an gay
t0 mo.

“Pay la mot cudn sach van néi vé sinh nhat thi mwdi mot cia chu voi
Horace va cudc tim kiém ké da om tat ca do an cua bita tiéc chay mat. Mat
ma va thong diép dugc giau day trong sach.”

“Vi sao no lai dugc goi la Gio thit muwoi mot?”

“Budi tiéc sinh nhat dang l1é duwoc t6 chitc vao mwoi mot gio troa. Nhung
tai vi da c6 ai lay mat hét do an...”

Kyle bat cuoi. “Mudi mot gio trua.”



“Cai gi?”

“Gio thit muwoi mot! Gid cudi cung cua tro choi nay.” Kyle nguwdc nhin 1én
Mai vom Ki diéu. “Cau muon ca bao nhiéu la vao ding muwdi mot gio, manh
moi ma ta can nhat sé xuat hién trén man hinh caa phong 3007?”

Sierra mim cuwdi. “Vay cudn sach nay chinh la mot manh m6i mdi dé tim
manh moi ctia ching ta?”

“Po chi la suy doan cua t6 thoi. Cau an sang chwa?”

“Chwa.”

“Thé thi con chd gi nita?” Miguel sai budc vao phong. “Hom nay la mot
ngay trong dai. Chiing ta can nang lwgng dé chay nuwdc it ve dich.”

“Cau ay noi dang,” Akimi noi, buwdc xudng chiéc cau thang hinh xoan 6c.
“Chwa day hai tiéng nita nhitng canh ctra sé m@. Sau d6 ching ta chi con hai
tiéng dong ho dé giai dap moi thit.”

“Nhung khong sao,” Kyle noi vdi hai dia vira tGi, “Sierra vira doan dugc
khi nao ching ta sé c6 dwgc manh moi 16n trong phong 300.” Cau chi tay vé
cu6n sach. “Vao khoanh khac cudi cung cua tro choi nay.”

“Cai gi?” Akimi strng s6t. “Muwdi mot gid nam muoi chin phut.”

“Gan ding. Muoi mot gio.”

“Tuyét,” Miguel noéi. “Dé sé la mot manh méi hét sdy con ba bay.”

Kyle va cac ban buéc vao quan ca phé X6 Sach. Ching thdy Haley Daley
dang nhdm nhap ntra qua bwdi va lo dang nhin qua 16p ctta kinh vao phong
doc sach tron.

“Chao, Haley,” Kyle goi. “Moi chuyén thé nao r6i?”

“Khong té. Cau thi sao?”

“T6t 1am. Du thang hay thua, tui t& cling c6 mot khodng thoi gian rat la
da.”

“Tui t& 1a 1 wa choi ma,” Akimi néi.

“Cac cau that sy than v6i nhau nhi?”



“Q, diing vay,” Sierra néi. “T6¢ chwa bao gi¥ vui nhw thé nay tir hdi sau
tudi.”

“That luon ha?”

“Sao thé, Haley?” Akimi héi. “Bén d6i Charles khong dé chiu cho lam
sao?”

“Ciing dugc, t6 doan vay. Y t6 13, chiing t§ di tim dugc kha nhiéu manh
moi tot va...”

“Cha, néu cau mudn doi bén,” Miguel néi, “chiing t¢ ludon mudn tuyén
thém thanh viéen magi.”

“Té lam vay dugc sao? Do6i bén? Mac du td biét hét tit ca nhitng gi nhom
Charles da lam hom qua?”

“Té nghi vay,” Kyle néi. “Y t&1a 1am gi c6 luat 18 gi lién quan dén chuyén
chia doi dau.”

“Ha?” Haley thac mac. “Vay Andrew ciling da gia nhap déi cac ciu roi a?”

“Pau co,” Kyle noi.

Haley hat dau vé ctra kinh sau lung Kyle. “Thé tai sao cau ay vira quét thé
vao trong phong hop cua cac cau?”



Q@héng vot qua san nha bang da cam thach, Kyle va cad doi, theo sau la
Haley, tong ctta vao Phong Sinh Hoat Chung B.

Noi Andrew Peckleman dang toc ky tat tan tat moi thit nhém Kyle bién
trén tdm bang trang l1én cudn so tay cua no.

“E!” Akimi hét 1én. “Choi &n gian vay!”

Andrew quay phat lai.

Mat n6 trgn 1én nhw hai qua béng tennis phia sau cap kinh.

“0, 0, 0,” no lap bap. “Cac cau dé ctra mé ma!”

“Khong hé,” Kyle binh tinh dén khong twéng, nhat 1a khi n6 chi muén van
c6 thang nhai Peckleman nay.

“NOo la ctta khoa ti dong. Tao da kiém tra roi.”

“Va tao da kiém tra mot lan nita truedc khi tui tao di nga,” Miguel tiép 10i.

Kyle kha bat ngo khi nghe thay diéu do. “Cau lam thé a?”

“DPung thé, ngwoi anh em a. Pong doi phai ho trg nhau chit.”

Hai dita ddm tay nhau.

“Chac, tui may cling dau c6 gi dau ngoai trtv tén nhitng cuén sach ngu
ngoc va nhitng tac gia ngu ngoc va mot cau Kinh Thanh ngu ngéc...”

“Mot cau Kinh Thanh,” giong ngai Lemoncello dot ngot vang lén, khuon
mat ong hién ra trén man hinh 16n trong phong, “chau can ghi nhé cho k§
ddy, Peckleman. ‘Nguwoi chg trom cap’.”

Ngai Lemoncello hom nay mang mdt mai téc xodn gid mau trang va mot
chiéc 4o choang dai mau den.

Ong nhin nhv mot 6ng thdm phéan & nuwéc Anh. Ong ddp mét cdy biia cao



su lén ban. N6 kéu 1én mot tiéng chit chit vui nhon.

“Nay cac chau, vui long tré lai phong doc sach tron? Ngay lap tire.”

Moi ngudi ra khoi phong hop va di vao phong doc sach tron. Chung ngac
nhién thay ngai Lemoncello dang ng6i phia sau chiéc ban tron ctia quan thw &
chinh gitta phong. P6 khong phdi la hinh chiéu. Pay chinh la ngai
Lemoncello bang xwong bang thit.

Charles, miéng cwoi twoi, hung diing vao phong, chdm rai budc xudng
nhitng bac cau thang xoan 6c.

“Chao bubi sang, moi ngudi,” né vui vé chao hoi.

“Co chuyeén gi thu vi xay ra a? Té bo 16 chuyén gi sao?”

“Chi la thang Andrew dong doi cia may muoén choi an gian thoi ma,”
Miguel tré loi.

“Cai gi? O, chao budi sang ngai Lemoncello. Chau khong biét trudc 1a
ngai sé ¢ day, trong thv vién. Khong phai hom nay la sinh nhat cua ngai
sao?”

“Pung vay, Charles. Va khéng c6 noi nao ma ta mudén dén hon vao ngay
sinh nhat ctia minh bang mot thw vién, dugc bao quanh béi sach va sach. Tat
nhién trir khi ta c6 thé ditng trén mot cay cau dan dén x s& huyén thoai
Terabithia.”

“Thwa ngai, chau phai néi rang hom nay ngai nhin rat phong do. Chac han
dao nay ngai tap ta dit lam.”

“Khong, Charles a, hom nay ta sé ¢ day.”

“Chau khong nghe 1o a?”

“HOm nay ta sé lam viéc bén trong thw vién nay, giam sat nhitng gio cudi
cung cua cugc thi nay.”

“0, chau khong nghi né ton dén nhiéu gio dong ho dau, thwa ngai,”
Charles noi. “Chau khong mudén khoe mé, nhung chau nghi rang sé cé ai do
trong bon chau sé phdi vé nha sém thoi.”



“Chau n6i dang. Vi du nhu la cau Peckleman day. Cau ay sé vé nha ngay
bay gio.”

“Cai gi? Peckleman giday nay. “Vi sao chi?”

“Bdi vi chau da gian 1an. Chau da ¢6 an trom nhitng thong tin ma doi khac
phai rat vat va méi c6 dwoc.”

Mat ctia Peckleman liéc hét nguwdi nay dén nguoi kia. “D6 khong phai 1a
16i ctia chau. D6 1a y ctia Charles.” N6 vung vay hai canh tay va lac nhitng
ngon tay nhu dién dai. “Charles kéu chau lam thé. Charles ép budc chau lam
thé!”

“Cau Peckleman a, vui long tién lai bang ghé dai ma that ra lic nay la
chiéc ban. Hay cho ta thdy tam thé thu vién ma chdu da dung dé md khoa
Phong Sinh Hoat Chung B.”

Andrew mién cwdng chia tam thé ra.

“Tén chau c6 phai la Sierra Russell khong?”

“Khong phai a,” Andrew cidi gam mat xuong.

“Cau ay chom thé cta chau sao?” Sierra ngac nhién.

CO0 bé voi vang m@ cudn sach vira doc va rat ra mot tdm thé thuw vién dang
dung dé danh dau.

“Thé cdu dang cam cua ai thé, Sierra?” Charles héi.

“Andrew Peckleman.”

“Aha,” Charles thanh thot. “Cau ay da gid tro trdo doi ma manh do, moi
nguoi nhi?”

“Bdi vi may kéu tao lam thé ma!” Peckleman la 1én.

“That khong?” Charles cudi khay. “Sao cau dam néi 16i budc toi doi tra dé
phi bang danh dv cta t¢ nhu vay chit? Cé bang chitng nao khéng?”

“Tao khong can bat ky bang chithg ngu ng6c nao cad. May ép tao phai trom
tam thé thw vién cua con nho Sierra do.”

Ngai Lemoncello gb gb cai btia cao su cia minh dé thiét lap lai trat tu.



“Va thé la két thtic cau chuyén vé Andrew va mot ngay cuc ky toi té. Ba Tho
oi?”

MGat hinh chiéu cua ba thé gia trong truyén Ngu ngon nhé, mat trang hién
ra trén chiéc ban quan thu.

“Chuc ngua ngon nhé, Andrew,” ba thoé néi. “Thoi gian cta chau ¢ day da
hét r6i.”

Hai ga vé si Clarence va Clement xudt hién dé ho tong Andrew ra ngoai.

“Thwa ngai,” Sierra néi. “Ngai c6 muon ching chau bé tam thé thu vién
cta Andrew vao ho ca rong khong?”

“Cam on chau nhung khong can dau. Tam thé d6 gio la tai san cia doi
Kyle.”

Haley Daley gio tay.

“Sao vay, Haley?”

Kyle thdy nhé quac mat nhin Charles.

“Ta c6 thé gitp gi cho chau day, chau yéu quy?” ngai Lemoncello hai.

“Thwa ngai, néu c6 thé, chdu muon doi bén. Chau mudn gia nhap doi cta
Kyle Keeley.”



“n’
m ba la!” ngai Lemoncello ho to, vung hai canh tay nhu mot ao thuat

gia. “Bién! Gio chau da la thanh vién ctaa doi Kyle Keeley!”

“Haley?” Charles néi. “Sao cau c6 thé bo roi t¢ nhw thé?”

“Giong nhu cau da tré mat véi Andrew thoi.”

“Um, chung chau c6 dugc lay thé thue vién ctia Haley khong?” Kyle héi.

“Tat nhién. Va tat ca nhitng thong tin ma c6 bé mudn chia sé vGi cac chau.
Charles a, bay gio ta hoi chdu mot cau: Chau c6 mudn gia nhap nhém ctia
Kyle khong?”

“Xin 16i?”

“Chau biét day, mot nguwoi vi moi nguwdi, moi ngwdi vi mot nguoi.”

“Thwa ngai, véi tat ca sy ton trong ctia minh, tro do cé thé hiéu qua cho ba
chang linh ngy 1am quéan trong mot cudn tiéu thuyét, nhwng chau xin 16i, doi
khong phai 1a mo. Ngoai doi, moi ngwdi phdi lo cho ban than minh. Mot phan
thuwong ma phai chia sé voi nguoi khac thi con gi gia tri.”

“Ta hiéu. Nhung Haley biét hét moi manh méi ma chau da thu thap.”

“Pung la vay, thwa ngai. Nhung chau khong nghi ban dy hiéu dwgc ching
c6 y nghia gi.”

Kyle c6 thé thdy song miii ctia ngai Lemoncello gian giat khi Charles n6i
cau d6. Va doé khong phai 1a kiéu giat miii Iic ngudi ta dang cuoi.

“D6 chi 1a mot cdu ndi dua thodi, thwa ngai.” Charles chac han cling da
nhin thay cai giat miii ay

“0, ta hiéu. Giong nhuw cau chuyén tiéu lam vé mot cau bé tén Charles.
Mac cudi lam. Lic nao dé nhé nhac ta ké cho chau nghe cau chuyén dy. Du
sao, ta cling muon chau nhan thém mot it manh mo6i mdi dé bu lai cho chuyén



cac dong doi cta chau hodc 1a bi loai khoi tro choi hodc la bé sang doi doi
thi.” Ngai Lemoncello rit ra mot phong bi trang phia dwdi ngan ban. “Cai
nay, Charles, la danh rieng cho chau.”

Charles buéc tGi va don lay cai phong bi.

“Cam on, ngai that la hao phong qua.”

“Ta biét. Chau ciing c6 thé hoi ta mét cau héi. Nhung ding phi né dé héi
cau ‘Lo6i thoat & dau?’ bdi vi ta cling khong biét.”

“Ca ngai ma cling khéng dwoc biét sao?” Kyle thac mac truwdc ca khi
Charles kip hoi.

“Khong mot mdy may. Toan bd tro choi nay dugc thiét ké bai quan thw
tredng cua chung ta, Giao sv Yanina Zinchenko, nhv mot mon qua sinh nhat
cho ta.”

“Nhuwng ma,” Akimi noi, “ngai cé thé hoi gido s Zinchenko 16i ra & dau,
phai khong a?”

“Akimi Hughes? Chau la kiéu ngudi doc chwong cudi cia quyén sach
trwdc dé biét truede két thac phai khong?”

“Khong a, nhung...”

“To6t lam, vi mot cai két bat ngd lic nao ciling hay hon nhiéu. Gido suw
Zinchenko la ngwdi duy nhat biét cach dé thoat khéi thuw vién nay ma khong
can phdi kich hoat tat tan tat coi bdo dong. Tat ca nhitng manh mdi ma dich
than ta dua cho cac chau trong tro choi nay hoan toan dwgc 1én kich ban bai
Giado su Z.”

“Okay,” Charles noi, “day la cau hdi cua chau?”

Ngai Lemoncello gio tay lén. “Trwéc khi chau héi, hdy nhé rang déi thu
cta chau ciing sé nghe thay cau tra 16i.”

“Puogc thoi. Vi sao trén chiéc ban canh giwvdng ngu cta ngai c6 cudn Tw
nhitng tdp tai liéu tum lum cia Ba Basil E. Frankweiler viét bdi E. L.
Konigsburg?”

“Bai vi khi ta bang tu6i cac chau, ba Tobin, quan thw cii cuia ta, da tang no



cho ta.”

Miguel gio tay n6 that cao.

“Sao vay, Miguel?”

“Chuing chau c6 thé héi mot cau luén hay khong a?” cau bé lich sy hoi.

“Pang tiéc 1a khong,” ngai Lemoncello néi. “Tuy nhién, ta sé cho chau
thém mot cau trd 10i nita, va di nhién, cd Charles cling sé nghe thiy. Cau tra
10i 1a ‘lodgepole, loblolly va Nui Rocky trang’.”

“DPo c6 phdi la ba loai cay thong khac nhau khong?”

Charles noi 16n chi dé khoe né biét nhiéu dén thé nao — va cho déi Kyle
biét rang cau trd 16i thém nay khéng cho ching bat ky mét 1gi thé nao.

“Theo ta nhé thi dung la vay,” ngai Lemoncello néi, gai gai 16 tai.

Ngai dy v@i xudng dudi gam ban va mang lén mot chiéc dong ho cat cao
gan mot mét, mGt phién ban khong 16 ctia nhitng chiéc dong ho cat nhé mau
do, thit xudt hién nhan nhén trong nhitng tro choi cia 6ng.

Ngai Lemoncello lat nguge no lai.

“Pong ho nay sé chdy hét trong ba tiéng dong hé nita,” ong ay ndi khi
nhitng hat cat bat dau chay xuéng. “Vi gid da la chin gid sang va cac chau chi
con ba tiéng dong ho nita dé tim 16i ra khoi thw vién nay. Chtic cac chau may
man. Va mong rang nhém xudt sac nhat — hodc trong trwong hgp ctia Charles,
la ca nhan — sé chién thang.”



”@é’ xem nhitng manh m6i thwdng that sy ma ngai Lemoncello dem dén
hom nay la gi,” Charles n6i véi cai phong hop trong tron ctua né.

N6 chang ban tdm gi chuyén phdi chién dau mot minh. Diéu d6 nghia la
n6 chang phai chia sé phan thwéng cho bat ky ai khi né thang cudc.

Ké chién thang sé c6 tat ca.

L thua cudc sé phai cap dat ma an.

Va Charles biét n6 sé thang.

Du gi di ntta, n6 1a mot ngwoi nha Chiltington.

Gia toc khong bao gio thua.

Ké ca khi n6 da phi pham cau hoéi vé cuén sach Tap tai liéu tim lum. Thi
ra ngai Lemoncello cling la dang da sau da cam giong Kyle Keeley. Cudn
sach & d6 la chi vi mu quan thw wa thich tdng cho lao nam mudi hai tudi.
Boo-hoo. Mét trang vo tay that 1én cho s sén dén chay nwdc dé nao!

Va ba loai cay thong thi c6 y nghia quai gi?

L6 bich.

Théo chiéc moc kep phong bi ra, Charles tim thdy hai tdim hinh trang den
trong d6. Moi hinh déu dwgc danh s6, phong khi Charles khong biét vi tri cia
cudn sach trong ta kinh trung bay.

Em bé? Charles nhu tham. Khong phai. Bo!

N6 xem xét tam hinh thi? hai.

Ba ban an? Ba cap? Mot nha hang?

Cau nay kho.

Charles quyét dinh dat hai hinh md&i nay vao cau do, dé xem liéu y nghia



cua chung c6 ro rang hon hay khong: H.

Charles chi con thiéu mot manh m6i, nhung cau da cé tat ca nhitng thi
khac.

“Ban can di ra ngoai con duong CHUA CO bd vao bing qua nha hang.”

Khéng phai thé! Chang c6 nghia gi ca.

Tuy nhién, né chac chan rang phan dau né da doan diung: “Ban can di ra
ngoai con duong.”

Con dvong nao? Qua nha hang? Quan ca phé X6 Sach?

Va céi hinh van dong vién béng bau duc c6 y nghia gi?

Hinh d6 roi ra tir cuén sach Jonhny Unitas. C6 thé Johny Unitas, mdt cau
tha bong bau duc thoi ngai Lemoncello con nhd, c6 mé mdét nha hang? Cé
thé 1a mot chuoi nha hang néi tiéng toan quoc?

Néu nhu vay, cé thé ¢ thanh phd Alexandriaville c6 mot cai. Co thé ngay
0 trong Ngan Hang La Vang nay.

Co thé nao phan cudi chinh la “qua nha hang ctia Johnny Unitas” chang?

Hay liéu Andrew Peckleman da ding ngay tir dau va tdm thé béng bau
duc dé &m chi con s6 MUOI CHIN. Vay dong cudi cing s& 1a “qua mudi
chin...”

CAI GI? Ban &n? Cap d6i?

Khong phai.

Ky niém!

Ba cdp doi hanh phuc trong bic hinh nay ro rang dang an mung mot dip
ky niém nao do!

Ky niém lan th mwoi chin? Hom nay cé phai 1a mot ngay ky niém lan thi
muoi chin cua mot sy kien 16n nao dé ¢ Alexandriaville khong?

Charles lac lac dau. N6 biét mat ma nay sé chi c6 nghia sau khi n6 hoan
thanh dong con lai, dong duy nhat van con méot chd tréng: “CHUA CO, BO,
VAO.”



Néu tdm hinh chwa c6 la hinh mot con ga ta thi sao? Vay dong thit ba sé la
“Ta bo vao.”

Khoan da, Charles chgt nghi. Cudn sach duy nhét trong tu kinh trung bay
chwa ai tim ra chinh la cuén Toi ac that sy & Ohio: nhitng tén trém cuwdp khét
tiéng nhét ctia bang cay dé ngya” ctia Clare Taylor-Winters. Hinh cudi cing
phai lién quan dén mot tén tdi pham nao do.

Cubn sach duy nhét con thiéu dé sé chi cho Charles biét ai da bo vao ngan
hang, va quan trong hon la ho bo vao choé nao. Hom nay c6 phai la lan ky
niém thit muwoi chin cia mot vu cwdp ngan hang noéi tiéng hay khong?

Charles nhan ra rang n6 can giup do.

DPay chinh la lic dé ‘Nho va chuyén gia’.

N6 bat cuoi.

Bdi vi Charles biét chuyén gia thu vién s6 mot ctia My, c6 thé la gioi nhat
thé gidi nay. Mot ngudi quyeén lyc hon Gido su Zinchenko nhiéu.

Kyle Keeley va lii kia khng con mot co hdi nao dé chién thang ca.

* Biét danh cua bang Ohio, vi bang nay trong rdt nhiéu cdy dé ngua



Q%éo hitc duge tim thém nhiéu nhét c6 thé tredc khi muwdi can phong
Dewey trén tang hai m& ra, Kyle lang nghe cham cha khi Haley Daley tuwong
thuat lai can ké tat ca nhitng gi co bé biét khi con & nhém Charles.

Trong lic d6, Akimi b6 sung lén tdm bang trang tén nhitng cuén sach in @
madt sau thé thu vién cia Andrew va Haley.

“Chung t¢ dang c6 gang giai mot cau do hinh,” Haley ké. “Né giong nhw
mot tro choi ghi nhd, kiéu kiéu tro Tap Trung C6 Thudng ma hoéi do cé trén
truyén hinh dé.”

“Chung t¢ cling da choi mot tro twong tw,” Miguel néi. “Cau do hinh
rebus.”

“Pung vay. Cho dén lic nay, té kha chac mat ma giong giong nhu thé nay
‘Ban di ra ngoai con duwong ma lii cwép bo vao’.”

“‘Nguai chg trom cap’,” Kyle thot 1én, gé go vao cau Kinh Thanh ma tui
né da tim dugc trong phong 200. “Manh mdi nay cling &m chi trom cudp.”

“Va con chim den kia,” Sierra n6i. “N6 kéu giong nhw tiéng coi xe canh

z »

sat...

“... dang ruot dudi mot bon cuép!”

“Khoan da,” Miguel ngat 16i. “Thé con Willy Wonka? Cé tén trom nao
trong nha may so-co-la khong?”

“Khong c6,” Sierra tra 10i.

“Thé con danh sach truyén nay thi sao?” Akimi chi tay 1én tdim bang trang
16n. “Té ghi lai hét nhitng tdm thé mdi r6i, nhung chiing van khong cé y
nghia gi ca.”

TEN SACH/TAC GIA TREN MAT SAU THE THU VIEN



#1 Miguel Fernandez

Sy viéc & Ngon doi Diéu hau ctia Allan W.Eckert Khong duwgc dau,
David! cua David Shannon

#2 Akimi Hughes

Mot Con, Hai Con, Ca xanh, Ca do cua Giao su Seuss Chin Cau chuyén
cua J. D. Salinger

#3 Andrew Peckleman

Sau ngay cua Kén kén ctia James Grady Tam Anh chi ho ctia Louisa May
Alcott

#4 Bridgette Wadge L6p Bon va Cau chuyén cia Mot Hoc sinh V6 danh
cua Judy Blume Olivia cta Ian Falconer

#5 Sierra Russell

In ddu Ai Cap: Nhitng tro choi Ky la cia Zilpha Keatley Snyder

Vui v6i nhitng tro chgi mién Vién Tay cua Ellen Raskin

#6 Yasmeen Smith-Snyder An twgng khong twéng ctia Paul Jennings O,
cht bo Mong kén an ctia Carol Pugliano-Martin

#7 Sean Keegan

Chang c6 that cta Paul Jennings

Harry Potter va Hon da Phu thuy cua J. K. Rowling

#8 Haley Daley

Im va bién di ctia Carl Hiaasen

Nép gap Thoi gian cia Madeleine L’Engle

#9 Rose Vermette

Hay dén can phong ngu trwa cia Audrey Wood Lén thién dang c6 mot chu
rua caa Jennifer L. Holm

#10 Kayla Corson

Anna va Ngu6n nang lwgng Vo tan cua Mildred Ames Lé dwong Két thiic



cua Shel Silverstein

#11 KHONG BIET/CHARLES CHILTINGTON

#12 Kyle Keeley

Rét 1a yéu con, Ham Hoi ctia Lisa McCourt Am ap gia dinh cta Sydney
Taylor

“Wow,” Haley kéu 1én. “Mot mé hé 16n.”

“Té da noi roi ma,” Akimi tan thanh.

“Té khong nghi day lai 1a mot tro choi tac gia — tac pham dau,” Sierra noi,
“giong tro ta choi toi qua trén Mai vom Ki diéu.”

“Ha&?” Haley hdi.

“Chuyén dai 1am,” Miguel néi. “Tui t& sé ké lai cho cau sau.”

“Thit ta can bay gid,” Kyle ndi, “chinh la mot chia khéa dé giai ma danh
sach nay. Nh& nhitng gi Gido sw Zinchenko noi lic tro choi bat dau khong:
“Thé thw vién la chiéc chia khéa van nang duy nhat ma cac em can.” B6 chinh
la chia khéa dé giai cau héi 16n day, moi ngwdi a. Ching ta can gidi ma né.”

Pring lic do6 ngai Lemoncello tho dau qua khung ctra

“Xin chao, hy vong la ta khong lam phién cac chdu. Ching ta con bon
muoi bay phtt nita tredc khi nhitng canh ctra trén tang hai mé ra. Cé ai muon
choi Thit thach Cyc d6 khong?”



”@rﬁ’ khi cac chau da quén,” ngai Lemoncello n6i, “nhwng ta nhac lai rang
Thtt thach Cuc do kho cuc dai va doéi khi nguy hiém cyc ki.”

“Charles c6 thtr khong a?” Akimi hoi.

“C06 thé. Ta dang dinh hoi cau bé ay sau khi xong vdi cac chau.”

Ngai Lemoncello da thay bo do tham phan bang mot bd do nhw mot tén an
trom — quan den, c6 do den va mii trum dau den.

“Bo do ngai dang mac day cé phdi la mot manh mé6i khong a?” Haley
nhanh nhau héi. “Béi vi n6 hgp v6i chu dé ‘nhitng tén trom’.”

“Khong biét. Nhung Giao su Zinchenko bdo ta van bé do6 nay vao man
chét an twgng cua tro choi nay. Liéu sé c6 mGt man cudi hay khong nhi?”

“Co thé Charles c6,” Kyle 1am bam. “Con tui chau thi dang bi day.”

“ft nhat 1a t6i muoi mot gid,” Sierra b6 sung. “D6 1a khi manh méi quan
trong nhat sé xuat hién trén man hinh trén tran nha.”

“That khong?” ngai Lemoncello reo 1én. “Giao sv Zinchenko nay that sw
biét cach lam ngwoi khac hoi hop qua di.”

“Vay thi hay choi Thtr thach Cyc do di,” Haley noéi. “Ching ta c6 gi dé
mat dau chi?”

“Um, tat ca moi thi¥,” Akimi tra 15i.

“Nhung tat cd ching ta khéng can choi,” Kyle dong dac néi. “Hay dé t&
thue hién thtr thach. Du gi di nita, td cling la doi truang.”

“That ha?” Haley hoi.

“Chung té c6 mot budi bau cv,” Akimi néi. “Vao ngay hom qua.”

“0, hay vay.”



“Nhung Kyle a,” Miguel ngap ngirng noéi, “néu cau that bai trong Thtr
thach Cuc do nay, cau sé thua cudc day, ngudi anh em.”

“Néu ca doi minh thang thi t¢ dau c6 sao.”

“Khong,” ngai Lemoncello 1én tiéng. “Néu chéau thua, Kyle, chau sé thua.
Chau sé khong dugc phép chia sé phan thuwéng 16n.”

“Cling dugc a.”

“Peé té di vbi cau,” Haley noéi.

“Ciling khong dugc phép luon,” ngai Lemoncello noi.

“Chau phdi lam thé a. Nhin nay, cé hai ta déu biét chau sé la mot dai dién
hoan hédo cho céc troé choi va nhiéu thi khac ctia ngai, nhwng chau khong thé
chi an ké nhitng thanh qud cta Kyle va cac ban da vat va tim ra. Chau phai tw
tim duwgc cho ditng ctia minh trong doi nay.”

“Xin 16i chau, Haley a. Thit thach Cyc d6 lic nao ciing dugc thiét ké dé
thtr thach ca nhan.”

“Nhung...”

Ngai Lemoncello gio tay cia minh 1én. “Khong nhuwng nhi gi hét. Kyle
phai d6i mat véi thit thach nay mot minh. Tuy nhién...”

“Sao a?”

“Cac chau c6 thé theo d6i Kyle qua man hinh va c6 vii cho cau bé qua hé
thong loa ndi bg. Chau la mét hoat ndo vién dung khéng, Haley?”

“Pung a,” Kyle tra 10i thay cho c6 bé. “Chi cé diéu chau chwa c6 may man
duwgc ban ay c6 vii cho.”

“Lan nay tG sé c6 vii cho cau ma. TG hita day.”

“Xuat sac,” ngai Lemoncello ho vang. “Nhan tién, Kyle nay, mot khi da
chdp nhan thtr thach nay, chau sé khong cé dwong lui dau.”

“Khong sao,” Kyle noéi. “Hay thuwc hién Tht thach Cyc do nao!”

“Tién 1én, Kyle, tién 1éééén!” Haley la 16n.

Akimi giat minh. “Lan sau nhé bao trudc khi cau la dwogc khong?”



“Xin 16i.”

Ngai Lemoncello gai gai tai mot lan nita. “Pay la Thtr thach Cyc do danh
cho chau. Giao su Zinchenko dang noi cho ta nghe:

“Cau tra 10i ma chau tim...”

Ngai Lemoncello dirng lai dé lang nghe.

“¢... chia khoéa ctia mat ma nay... la mot chiéc hop ky niém... chita mot
mach moé khoang san day’.”

“Cai gi?”

Ngai Lemoncello nhin vai. “Xin 16i, ta khong viét ching xuéng. Ta chi
1dp lai nhitng gi Gido su Zinchenko n6i ma thoi. Dgi chit. Con nita nay:

“‘Hay quén di cudoc Cach Mang Cong Nghiép; vi cau tra 10i chinh la y
twdng khdi nghiep’.”

Can phong im phang phac.

Ngai Lemoncello lai gai gai 16 tai mot lan nita va tiép tuc, “Va bay gio la
hoi cudi’.”

“Da?”

“Bo6 sung vao phut chot:

“‘Chiéc hop tirng nam day

nhung gid no lai nam dé.

T6i nghiép Kyle. S6 phan em

dang lo ltng theo gi6’.”

Ngai Lemoncello ditng d6 cudi dén vai gidy.

“Chi 6 thé thoi a?” Kyle haéi.

“Pung vay. Tim thay thit chau dang tim truedc khi nhitng canh ctra phong
trén tang hai ma thi né sé thudc vé chau. Con néu that bai, Kyle a, chau sé bi
loai va vi thé do6i ctia chau cling sé ty than van dong ma khong cé sy trg gitp
ctia chau. Chic may man. Chau cé6 muoi lam phut.”

Va ngai Lemoncello roi khoi phong.



“B0 téo a,” Miguel chan nan lac dau. “Dgt nay chét chac r6i.”

“Khoan da,” Haley chot néi. “T¢ nghi t& biét cach tim m6n do6 ma ngai
Lemoncello néi t6i roi.”

“That sao?” Kyle hoi.

“Con tot hon vay nita. Chinh t¢ la ngwdi mang mén do do tv ‘day’ dén
‘do’!”



I'(s
woc 16i, Charles,” ngai Lemoncello noéi, “chdu c6 mu6n st dung bat ky

quyén trg giip con sét lai ciia minh khong? Thtr thach Cuc d6? Nho va
Chuyén gia?”

“Co a,” Charles noéi. “Va chau cling mu6n néi rang ngai that ti té€ khi dén
tan day dé héi chau cau do.”

“Thi troi dang c6 mot con mua thit vién va ta khong cé gi hay hon dé
lam.”

“Chau khong hiéu a?”

“Khong c6 gi. Chi la ta dang mo mang mot ti, no dang troi 10 1rng qua
tram thu phi ciia Diém Vuwong ay ma. Vay chau muon st dung quyén trg giup
nao?”

“Nho va chuyeén gia a, thua ngai.”

“Puogc théi. Hay dén gap ba Tobin ¢ ban quan thw. Ta can dén van phong
cua ta dé theo doi Thit thach Cuc do cta Kyle.”

“Cau ay dang lam gi thé a?”

“Co gang dé danh bai chau. Bai bai.”

Ngai Lemoncello chinh lai cdi mii trum ctia minh va quay goét tién vé
hwdng mot trong nhitng ké sach ¢ phia xa cta phong doc sach tron.

Charles nhin 6ng dy bé dau mot birc twgng ban than va nhan mot cai nut
dé & ngay co birc twong.

Mot gian ké to bang md6t canh ctra ctia ké sach m@ ra. Ngai Lemoncello
buwdc vao trong khodng toi do.

Canh ctra ngay lap titc dong lai.

Charles nhanh chéng tién dén ban ctia quan thw & trung tam cia phong doc



sach.

“Ba Tobin 0i?” N6 vo tay. “Ba Tobin ¢i? Nhanh lén. Chau dang hoi gap.
Muroi 1am phit nita nhitng canh cira trén tang hai mé roi. Ba Tobin 0i?”

Hinh chiéu ctia ba quan thw gia cu6i cung cling hién ra.

“Chao buoi sang, CHARLES. Ta co6 thé gitp chau gi day?”

“Chau can stt dung quyén Nho va Chuyén gia.”

“Pugc thoi. Chau muodn nhao ai tw van?”

“MGt ngudi nao dé biét roé vé duong di nwdc budce trong mot thw vién.”

“Néu dé la tat ca nhitng gi chadu can, CHARLES, cé 1é ta c6 thé gitp
chau.”

“Chéau can n6i chuyén véi cau Jimmy cta chau.”

“Cau Jimmy? Chau c6 thé néi rd hon dugce khéng?”

“Tat nhién a. James F.Willoughby dé tam.”

“Ngai James F. Willoughby dé tam?”

“Pung vay.”

“Quan thw tredng cua Thw vién Quoc hoi My & tha do Washington la cau
cua chau?”

“Pung vay a. Néu em trai ciia me chau, cau Jimmy, quan thw s6 mot cta
nwédc My, khong thé giip chau tim cudn sach nay thi khong ai khac cé thé
giup ca.”



”C@hié‘c hép ky niém nam dudi kho sach,” Haley néi véi Kyle.

Thé la cau phong vot xudng tang ham. Can ham siéu dai, siéu rong van
giong y chang nhitng gi Kyle nhg: day nhitng hop gidy cao dén tran nha dwoc
X€p gon gang.

Kyle nhin Ién chiéc camera an ninh gan nhat.

“Gio thi sa0?”

“Té giau no6 & phia xa kia kia,” tiéng Haley vang vong tit loa trén tran nha.
“Trén mot cai ké gan cai may phan loai sach kinh khing kia.”

Kyle v0i va chay ra 16i di gitta nhitng day keé.

Bong nhién, mot ké sach bang kim loai ndang né truwon tdi tir bén phai, nhw
dang lan trén mot doi giay trugt pa-tanh.

“Can than!” Haley la 1én.

Chiéc ké sach ken két thang lai, chan mat 16i di ngay tridc mat Kyle.

“Queo trai,” Miguel chi duong.

Ca nhom dang cham chu theo déi va c6 cii cho Kyle.

Kyle ré€ trai.

Mot ké sach bang sat khac am am tién dén tir bén hong.

“Lui lai!” Akimi h6t hoang la 1én.

Keé sach dirng lai cai am cach chan Kyle chirng nam xen-ti-mét.

“Cau co sao khong Kyle?”

“Khong sao.”

“Thtr thach nay gidong nhu vong mé cung cudi ctia ky thi Tam phéap thuat,”
Sierra noi.



“Ha?”

“Harry Potter. Cudn thit tw. Chiéc coc ltra.”

“Phai r6i. TG cling can doc cuén do ludn sau ky thi nay.”

Kyle, tit nhién, da nhan ra phan “cyc do” nhat trong Thir thach Cuc do
ctia minh. Moi ké sach kim loai kia déu duwgc chat cao t6i ndc nhitng thing
gidy, sach hay hop chita vat dung kim loai. Moi cai ndang phai dén vai tan.
Néu Kyle & sai cho khi mét cai ké ban ra tit bén héng, cau sé bi ti bep di nhw
mot miéng banh xéo roi.

“Canh bdo,” mot giong nit nghiém nghi vang 1én ti tran nha. “Chau con
mudi hai phit nita dé hoan thanh thtr thach nay.”

Cau phai tiép tuc tién vé phia tredc. Giong nhw ngai Lemoncello da néi,
da khong con dudng lui nita réi. Trir khi cdu mudn goéi ghém do dac vé nha
ngay luc nay.

Ha! Con lau!

Kyle chay dén mot hanh lang & giita hai ké sach.

“Ben trai!” Haley la 1én. “Nhanh!”

Bitc twong bén tay phdi cia Kyle bat mé@, dé 16 phia sau sau truc xoay
dang di chuyén nhitng ké sach. Mo6i truc dai khodng sdu mét va moi lan
ching ré minh la nhitng bitc twong thay doi vi tri, dé 10 ra nhitng 16i di mdi.

“Cau con cach khoang mwoi mét nita thoi,” Haley hwéng dan.

Kyle vét va len 16i gitta nhitng ké sach di dong.

Nhung ngay khi Kyle nghi cau da di ding huwéng, nhitng bic twong lai
thay doi vi tri mot lan nita.

Cudi cung, Kyle len vao mot khe hep dén mitc cau phai quay ngang nguoi
dé lot dwgc qua. Nhitng bitc twong chgt dirng di chuyén.

Va giong noi kia lai thong bao mét lan nita:

“Canh bao. Chau con sau phut nita dé hoan thanh thtr thach nay.”

“T6 bi ket r6i!” Kyle la 1én. “Khong cé 16i thoat.”



Ca doi im re mot lac rat, rat lau.

Cudi cung, gion cua Sierra vang 1én tir chiéc loa trén tran nha.

“Pat tay cau len birc twong bén phai di,” co bé noi.

“Cai gi? Tai sao?”

“Khi t& con nho, té choi rat nhiéu tro choi mé cung. Néu tit ca nhitng biic
twong két noi vdéi nhau, cau chi can lic nao cling gilr tay trén mdot birc twong
nhat dinh thi cu6i cung cau cling sé tGi dugc 16i ra hodc 16i vao théi.”

“Lam theo di,” Akimi bao.

“Sé dwgc thoi, ngudi anh em,” Miguel dé thém.

Kyle bén ép chat mét tay 1én bitc twong bén phai va bat dau nhich dan tGi
trugc.

“Tién lén, Kyle!” Haley c6 vii. “Om 1ay cai twong d6! Om 1ay cai tuwong
do!”

Ldi di rong dan. Kyle dan chat tay 1én bitc twong bén phéi va di ré qua mot
khtic cua, budc qua vai choé doc cho dén lic cau cudi cung cling bude duge ra
khoi mot 16i m@ ngay ké bén bang chuyén phan loai sach.

“Cau lam duogc roi!” Haley la 16n. “Whoo-hoo!”

Nhitng cai ké ngay lap tic trd lai vi tri ban dau ctia ching.

“Tot,” Kyle thd doc. “Ra ngoai dé hon vao trong. Cai hép & dau vay
Haley?”

“Té dat no trén ké.”

“Cai nao?”

“Cai kia kia.”

“Canh bdo,” giong n6i binh than kia lai vang 1én mot lan nita. “Chau con
BA PHUT nita dé hoan thanh thtt thach.”

Kyle nhin 1én chiéc camera gan dé6. “O, Haley? Chinh xac thi t§ dang tim
thi gi vay?”

“MOot cai thung gidy. Trong mot ngan kéo.”



“Pé coi, ¢ day c6 hang ti cai ta...”

“T¢ danh dau n6 vGi mot chiéc khan gidy mau hong.”

Kyle phong t6i chiéc ta do.

“HAI PHUT,” chiéc loa nhic.

“Cai nay ha?” Kyle hoi.

“Pung r6i! Tim trong cdi ngan kéo bang thép dé.”

“T¢ twdng hoi nay cau ndi thung gidy...”

“Thi ding la n6. Mé& nap ra. Khong phai cai nap do. Cai kia kia.”

“Cai nay ha?”

“Khong! Cai ¢ dudi do.”

“MOT PHUT.”

“Nhanh lén Kyle!”

“T& dang nhanh day.”

“Hat cai nap ra.”

Kyle lam theo. Cau hat céi nap trén mot cai ngan kéo bang thép va thay
mot cai hop giay ct ky méo mo.

Tat cd moi thanh vién cta doi Kyle dong thanh ho to: “L4y né di!”

“Va chay mau!” Akimi bo sung.

Kyle 6m cai hop va chay.

Cau kep chiéc hop dudi tay va bat dau chay nhw ma dudi.

Cau phéng nhanh qua tang ham. Cau voi va chay 1én cau thang, nhdy hai
bac mot lac.

Khi ciu lén téi phong doc sach tron, tim ciua cdu dap manh dén mitc
Xuwong swon mudn gay ra.

“BA MUOI GIAY.”

Kyle trugt trén nén da cam thach. N6 tron téi mirc cau mat thang bang.

Kyle té nhao vé phia truéc.



Va lam roi cai hop.

N6 bay ra khéi tay cau, cham dat va trugt di nhw mot qua bong khic con
cau vao thang Phong Sinh Hoat Chung B.

MGt tiéng coi 16n vang 1én.

“Hét gio,” giong ndi trén loa diém tinh thong bao.

“Yo,” Miguel la 1én, “cau lam dugc roi, ngwdi anh em.”

Va luc dé Kyle méi dam tha lai.



au khi da néu ro yéu cau cta minh, tat ca nhitng gi Charles c6 thé lam la
cho doi.

“R0 rang la,” ngai Lemoncello né6i khi ong quay tré lai phong doc sach
tron, “cdu Jimmy cta chau hién dang rat, rat ban rén. Lam ta nh& dén mot
con nhén ma ta tirng biét. Nhung hom nay la sang chti nhat ma. Ching ta sé
co lién lac vGi ngai ay qua so dién thoai nha.”

“Cam on ngai rat nhiéu. Chau da néi cau Jimmy chuan bi san sang dé
chau c6 thé goi vao cudi tuan nay roi a.”

“Vay ma bay gio... WHOOSH! Ngai ay khé nam bat nhw mot con gi6
trong tan cdy liéu. Lan tdi nha chau gap nhau vao dip Lé Ta On, nhd nhac
nhd 6ng dy nhé. Bay gio, thit 16i cho ta, dd chin gio nam muwoi tam phit roi.
Ta phai di md ctta muoi can phong Dewey day.”

Ngai Lemoncello mé mét céi td ho so & ké bén va rit ra mot chiéc loa
nho.

“C6 can phong nao chau can san sang chay dén chwa? C6 cudn sach hay
manh moéi nao ma chéau can di tim khéng?”

“Chi mot thoi,” Charles n6i. “Va chau can cau Jimmy cua chau néi cho
chau biét do6 la cuén nao. Ngai c6 thé lién lac lai m6t lan nita vGi cau ay
khong? Lam on.”

“Tat nhién.” Ngai Lemoncello chi tay 1én mot vét ban trén do ctia Charles.
“Néu chdu mudn, ta c6 thé nhd Al Capone™ gidt do cho chau ludn.”

Tat ca nhitng gi Charles c6 thé lam la gat dau, mim cwdi va ty héi tir khi
nao Al Capone m& mot tiém giat do dao.

* Trum mafia khét tiéng cua My.



”%Qi nguoi, xin hdy chu y,” giong ngai Lemoncello nghe the thé khi
duwgc phéng dai qua chiéc loa thu nho cia 6ng. “Mudi can phong Dewey da
dwogc md va, khac véi gia dinh Tuck™, trd choi nay khong kéo dai mai mai
dau. Do do, da dén ltc chay vu vu lén lau nhw Nhitng Con chudt cia NIMH!”

Kyle va cac ban nghe thay thong bao dé ctia ngai Lemoncello. Tuy nhién,
tui n6 quyét dinh & lai trong Phong Sinh Hoat Chung B dé nghién cttu chiéc
hép dong day bui ma chiing méi tim dugec.

“Chiéc hop nay co6 tir thoi ngai Lemoncello con bang tudi tui minh,” Haley
noéi. “Pay. Té¢ kha chac rang day chinh la thi ching ta can.” Co bé dwa cho
Kyle mot phong bi 16n dugc dan lai can than véi mot dong bang keo. Dong
chit “Y twéng Pau tién va Toi Té Nhat” duwgc nguéch ngoac trén mit trudc
phong bi.

* Tdc pham truyén danh cho thiéu nhi “Nha Tuck bat tir” ké vé mét gia dinh
truong sinh bdt ldo.

“Tuyét,” Kyle le lang thao bang keo ra. “Thi thach Cyc do luc nay cé noi
y twdng ‘khdi nghiép’ ctia ngai Lemoncello chinh la thit ta can dé giai cau do
nay.”

Trong phong bi la mot xap thé day, rat nhiéu day thun, mot bang mau, va
mot trang gidy bam 16 chita day chi viét nhw ga bgi cia mot hoc sinh 16p
nam.

Kyle doc to nhitng gi ma cau bé Luigi Lemoncello da viét ngay xua:
“‘Han hanh gidi thiéu tro choi Chir Cai Bau Tién: M6t Mat ma Cuc ky Toi

Ad P

mat’.
Haley gio Ién vai tam thé. Moi cai déu c6 hinh vé kiéu hoat hinh cia mot
vat va chit cai ma tir chi vat d6 bat dau: Ao = A, Bo = B, Ca = C, van van va



van van.

Kyle doc tiép: ““Mudn gti cho ban bé mdt 10i nhan bi mat dé hen gap
nhau sau gio tan truong? Chi can st dung nhitng con tem siéu bi mat cta
ban’.”

Miguel xem xét vai con tem khac go nho xiu trong hop. “May cai tem nay
khép nhitng tam thé kia.”

“Vay chinh xac la ta sé str dung cai dong nay thé nao dé hen gap ban be
sau gio hoc?” Akimi thac mac.

“Chan qua,” Kyle néi. “Ga, Am, Phg, To, Ong, Sung, Ao, Uobng, Giay...””

Akimi gio hai tay dau hang. “Thoi dugc roi. Dung lai di. Biét r6i ma.”

“Co thé thi nay la danh cho hoc sinh tiéu hoc,” Sierra néi.

“Chac vay,” Kyle nhtin vai. “Bdi vi bat ky ai hon sau tudi déu cé thé giai
mat ma nay dé nhw an chao.”

Ro6i cau chot ditng hinh.

“Chinh la n6!”

N6 budc tdi tam bang trang viét nhitng tén sach & mat sau thé thw vién.
“Chuyén gi sé xdy ra néu ta choi tro Chit cai Pau tién vdi nhitng twra sach
nay?”

TEN SACH/TAC GIA TREN MAT SAU THE THU VIEN

#1 Miguel Fernandez

Sy viéc & Ngon doi Diéu hau ctia Allan W.Eckert Khong duwgc dau,
David! cta David Shannon

#2 Akimi Hughes

Mot Con, Hai Con, Ca xanh, Ca do cua Giao su Seuss Chin Cau chuyén
cua J. D. Salinger

#3 Andrew Peckleman

Sau ngay cua Kén kén ctia James Grady Tam Anh chi ho ctia Louisa May
Alcott



#4 Bridgette Wadge

L&p Bon va Cau chuyén cia Mot Hoc sinh V6 danh ctia Judy Blume
Olivia cta Ian Falconer

#5 Sierra Russell

In dau Ai Cap: Nhitng tro choi Ky la ctia Zilpha Keatley Snyder

Vui v6i nhitng tro choi mién Vién Tay cua Ellen Raskin

#6 Yasmeen Smith-Snyder An twgng khong twéng ctia Paul Jennings O,
cha bo Mong kén an cua Carol Pugliano-Martin

#7 Sean Keegan

Chang c6 that cia Paul Jennings

Harry Potter va Hon da Phu thuy cua J. K. Rowling

#8 Haley Daley

Im va bién di ctia Carl Hiaasen

Nép gap Thoi gian cia Madeleine L’Engle

#9 Rose Vermette

Hay dén can phong ngu trwa ctia Audrey Wood Lén thién dang c6 mot chu
rua cua Jennifer L. Holm

#10 Kayla Corson

Anna va Nguon nang lwgng Vo tan cua Mildred Ames Lé dwong Két thiic
cua Shel Silverstein

#11 KHONG BIET/CHARLES CHILTINGTON

#12 Kyle Keeley

Rat 1a yéu con, Him Ho6i a ctia Lisa McCourt Am 4p gia dinh ctia Sydney
Taylor

“Pugc roi,” Miguel viét 1én phan con trong ctia bang. “Tat ca nhitng chi
cai dau cuda tya sach la nhu thé nay.”

SKMCSTLOIVAOCHINHLAL?RA



“Van chang c6 nghia gi ca,” Akimi noi.

“Doi chut,” Sierra no6i. “T¢ thay phan gitta cé thé hiéu la thé nay.” Nho
nhanh nhen lay mét cay but khac va gach 1én bang.

SKMCST/LOI/VAO/CHINH/L A/L??/RA

“Okay,” Akimi n6i. “Bat dau c6 nghia r6i do.”

“Nhin nay cac cau,” Miguel la lén. “Nhitng tya sach phia sau thé thu vien
thi hai va thit ba that ra dugc bat dau bang nhitng con s6!”

Kyle voi cam lay cay bt 1ong:

SK/1968LOI/V AO/CHINH/L A/L??/R A “Khoan,” Haley noi.
“Cac cau con nhg tro choi do vui t6i thit sdu ma ching ta choi khong? Vi
choi té qua nén té da Google tat ca nhitng cau tra 16i vao khuya hom dé. Tat
ca nhitng cau tra 10i déu la nhitng sy kién xdy ra nam 1968.”

“Vay ‘S K’ chinh la ghi tat cho ‘si kién’!” Kyle reo 1én.

“Té cling c6 nghién citu thém chit xiu vé ngai Lemoncello,” Sierra bo
sung. “Ong ay sinh vao ndm 1956, nghia la vao nam 1968, Luigi Lemoncel o
la mot cau bé mwoi hai tuoi.”

“Pugc roi,” Akimi chen ngang. “N6 c6 y nghia gi dac biét khong hay chi
la biét cho vui tho6i?”

“Khong phai vay dau,” Kyle noi. “1968 chinh la chia khoa. Va chung ta
khong can tdm thé thw vién cia Charles dé hoan chinh cau nay.” Cau tién dén
tam bang.

SK 1968: LOI VAO CHINH LA LOI RA.

“Vay chuyén gi da xdy ra vao nam 1968?” Haley thac mac.

“Cudn Charlie va Nha mdy S6-co-la dwgc xuat ban nam d6 chang?”
Miguel suy doan.

“Khong phai,” Sierra tra 10i. “1964.”

“Thé cai manh moi candy trong phong My thuat Linh tinh la gi?”

“Chuing ta doan nham roi,” Akimi kéu lén. “Ta can quay lai d6 ngay dé



tim cai gi d6 khéac van véi ‘Andy™’!”

“That khong?” Haley kinh ngac héi. “Té twdng cau ay da bi loai khéi tro
choi vi an gian r6i?”

“Lai mot cau chuyén dai khac nita,” Miguel thuyét minh.

“Pé ké sau,” Kyle néi. “Bay gio, ching ta phai 1én tang ba ngay!”
* Mot lan nita, Andy la tén goi tat cua Andrew



@ré’ lai phong My thudt Linh tinh, Kyle t tin rang cd bon dang tién dén rat
gan thit ma no6 can phdi tim dé chién thang tro choi nay.

Con bang cach nao ma thir d6 gitp tui né thoat ra dugc khoi thw vién nay
thi chwa ai biét.

“Pa muoi gio bon mwoi bén phit r6i,” Akimi noi.

“Manh m6i cudi cung sé xudt hién trén Mai vom Ki diéu trong muwoi sau
phut nita.”

“Pugc roi, moi nguwoi,” Kyle néi. “Hay tan ra.

Chung ta can tim thit gi d6 van v6i ‘Andy’.”

“Hinh nhw nwdc trong cai ly nwdc nay cé thé tan di do,” Miguel chi tay vé
goc phong.

“Bang cuwép Dandy!” Akimi la 1én, mét 1an nita chi tay vé bd suu tdp non
do so.

“Pung roi!” Haley lat dat thdo giay ra dé cho moi ngwoi thay tdm thé nho
tim thay trudc do.

“Cudp! TG tim thay cai nay trong phong 300.”

“P6é chinh mat ma chiing ta chd doi bay lau,” Kyle néi.

“Béi vi ma s6 Dewey cho nhitng cuén sach vé Toi Ac That Sy ludn bét
dau vdi so ba,” Miguel néi, “nén khi ta tim thdy cudn sach do, no sé chi ta noi
nao ma ‘bon cwdp da bo vao nam 1968°.”

“Nghe né cac cau,” Akimi goi. C6 bé dang doc tdm bang théng tin ké bén
ké treng bay: “Chiéc mi tit nam 1968 nay dwgc doi béi tén cudp ngan hang
Leopold Loblolly, mot trong nhitng tén cwép Dandy khét tiéng.”

“Loblolly!” Miguel kéu to.



“Cai manh moi vé Cong nghé ngri-mui-so6 ctia ngai Lemoncello,” Kyle
néi. “Pé 1a li do vi sao ching ta c¥ ngwri thady mui nhya thng mai.”

“Loblolly ciling la mot trong ba loai cay thong trong cau tra 10i ma ngai
Lemoncello da cho cac cau hoi ndy!” Haley mirng r& néi.

“Whoop-whoop-whoop,” ngai Lemoncello xuat hién véi doi giay vo chudi
kéu chin chit quen thudoc cua minh. “Xudt sac lam, c6 Daley... va c6
Hughes.”

“Thay chwa?” Akimi néi. “T¢ da diung ngay lan dau ta ¢ trong phong nay.
T6 noi ‘dandy’ ma moi ngwoi c@ ndi, “Khooong phai dau, candy. Willy
Wonka...”

“Pung vay, ki niém c ao at ta vé,” ngai Lemoncello gat gu. “Nam mot
ngan chin tram sau muoi tam. Ta dang ngam nghi vé mot y twéng tro choi
mai trong toa thw vien cong cong ci.”

“Va,” Kyle néi, “ngai tap trung dén mitrc ngai khong nghe thdy tiéng coi
xe canh sat chay ngang dén Ngan Hang L4 Vang cdi...”

“Con chim den kia la tir thanh phd Alexandriaville,” Sierra néi. “Tiéng coi
canh sat la tir ngay hom ay.”

Miguel tiép 1oi: “Chinh la ngay ma bang cuép Dandy bo vao ngan hang!”

“Chta oi,” ngai Lemoncello hd h6c mom. “Lam sao ma cac chau biét hét
nhitng diéu nay thé?”

“Tw nhitng manh moi trong tro choi a,” Kyle tra 10i, “va tir cau chuyén ma
Gido s Zinchenko ké cho chiing chau nghe vao dém thit sau khi c6 ai d6 hoi
c6 ay vi sao thu vién nay can mot canh ctra ham bang sat.”

“Co ay da cho ching ta manh méi ngay ttr lic dé r6i!” Akimi noi.

“Bay gio da 1a MUOI MOT gio,” giong néi trén tran nha lai vang lén.
“Tro choi sé& két thiic trong MOT gid nita.”

“Mau lén nao,” Kyle noi, chay nhanh ra ctta. “Pay la gio thit mwoi mot.
Chung ta phai xem trén Mai vom Ki diéu co gi.”



Ca bon ba chan bon cang chay ra ngoai ban cong.
“N6 kia r6i!” Sierra hét 16n.
“364 cham 1092!” Miguel doc 16n.

“Whoo-hoo!” Akimi reo 1én. “Chung ta sé chién thang!”



@u’é’i tang mot, Charles cudi cung ciing da n6i may dwgc vGi cau cia minh,
James Wil oughby dé tam, quan thw ctia Qudc hoi, ngwdi ma dén gio mai
hién ra trén man hinh may tinh.

“Xin 16i vi phai bat chau cho, Charles.”

“Khong sao dau, cau Jimmy a,” Charles noi, rang nd@ mot nu cuoi thay vi
hét toang vao man hinh.

“Bay gio da 1a MUOI MOT gio,” cai ba chan ngét trén tran nha lai nhic.
“Trd choi sé két thiic trong MOT gid nita.”

Charles phai nhanh lén.

“Thwa cau, chau biét rang cau la mot nguwdi cue ky quan trong va ban ron
nén chau sé chi héi mot cau thoi: Néu chau muodn tim mot cuén sach veé toi ac
0 Ohio, chau phai tim & ké nao?”

“Phan loai kiéu trong Thw vién Quoc hoi?”

“Khong phai a. Theo hé thap phan Dewey.”

“A, dé thoi. 364 chdm 1. Nhitng s6 sau sé tiy thudc vao s6 lwong sach ma
thw vién do cé...”

Charles khéng them nan lai dé nghe hét cau tra 16i ctia cau no.

N6 phong 1én chiéc thang xoan 6c gan nhat dé vot 1én tang hai. Khi no
dang nhdy hai bac mot lic, Charles thdy Kyle Keeley va bé 1ii cia né dang
chay xuéng tir tang ba.

Charles t6i lan can cta tang hai truéce.

N6 dao qua mot khic cua, chay ngang qua ctra phong 500, phong 400.

Keeley va nhom ctia n6 dang chay lai tir phia déi dién, nhung Charles da
dén phong 300 trudc.



Charles quét thé ctia n6 vao may doc thé, kéo manh cta ra va phi vao
phong.

N6 quan sat nhitng ké sach va tién vé phia bén phai.

N6 nghe thay tiéng Keeley vao phong.

Liéc nhin ra sau luvng, Charles thdy Keeley queo trai.

Charles phong vao mét 16i di gitra nhitng ké sach.

N6 do ting s6 ¢ cudi moi day ke.

310.

320.

330.

Mot trong nhitng con ro-bot mang cai gio sach truedc mat lao qua trude
madt no, nhung Charles nhanh nhen né dugc.

340.

350.

Tiéng bwdc chan cta Keeley vang vong sau nhitng ké sach ¢ phia bén trai
Charles.

Ngay chinh giita phong 300, chiing buwéc vao mot khoang trong véi mot
chiéc ghé danh cho tham phan va mét cai buc cho nhan chirng.

Charles dang tién rat gan dén ngan sach To6i ac That sy r6i.

Nhung Kyle cling thé.

Charles liéc thay Keeley dang doc cai gi dé tir long ban tay ctia no.

Thang nhai cé day di ma so sach roi.

Pén lic thay doi chién thuat.

Charles lui lai va c6 tinh dé cho Keeley dan tridc mét doan.

Kyle chay t6i mot ké sach.

Charles phong theo ngay phia sau.

“Co6 no roi!” Kyle la 1én va v6i 1ay cudn sach trén ké.



Nhung triée khi cau cé thé rit no ra, Charles da chop duwgc cudn sach.

Ca hai cung 16i n6 ra khéi ke.

Kyle cam duwgc gy cudn sach; Charles tim dwgc phan bia.

Ca hai cung kéo cuén sach vé phia minh.

Trong khi chiing dang kéo co v&i cudn sach, doi cia Keeley da dudi kip.

“Can than, Kyle,” Sierra Russell hét 16n. “Coi chirng rach.”

Charles cuwoi tham trong bung. Keeley, cai thang yéu bong via, nghe theo
con bé mot sach xuan ngoc kia va dan tha 1éng tay nam cta né.

Trao cho Charles mot co hdi bang vang.

N6 dung vai hic vao nguoi Keeley, khién cau bé bay thang vao ké sach
gan nhat. Cudn sach roi nam lan 16c trén san nha. Charles nhanh chéng vé
lay.

N6 da c6 dugc cudn sach. N6 1at dat 1at xem muc luc va thdy Vu cuép
Ngan Hang L4 Vang tai thanh pho Alexandriaville nam & chwong 11.

N6 biét rang minh da thang tro choi nay.

Charles dung tay trdi cia minh dé dat mot hinh ch “L” ngay trudc tran
no.

“Thang thua cudc”,” né ché nhao Keeley.

Tiéng ho gam 1én, mGt hoi coi ra vang, va ngai Lemoncello budc vao
phong, di cung la Clarence, Clement va thit gi d6 nhin giong mét con cop
Bengal quy hiém.

* Nguoi thua cudc tiéng Anh la “loser.”

“Cau Chiltington?”

Charles nd mot nu cwdi man nguyén. N6 biét ngai Lemoncello dang chuan
bi chiic mirng né da mot choi sdu ma van chién thang tro choi nay. M6t minh
no da danh bai ca doi cia Keeley! “Vang a, thwa ngai Lemoncello!”

“Chau c6 nhé diéu luat dau tién cia gido s Zinchenko la gi khong?”

“T4t nhién roi a. Khéng dugc mang d6 an dén bat ky noi nao ngoai tri



tiém ca phé X6 Sach.”

“Sai r6i,” ngai Lemoncello cham vao céi miii dé cia minh va mot tiéng ru
ri vang lén. “Gido su Z, hdy n6i cho cau ay nghe luat thit nhat la gi.”

Giong cua Gido su Zinchenko phat ra tir nhitng chiéc loa trén tran nha.
“Nhe tay. Nhe tay khi chai véi nhau, va dac biét nhe tay véi nhitng cuén sach
va do trung bay cua thw vién.”

“Chéau biét chi,” Charles noi. “Do 1a li do chau phdi ngan Kyle Keeley lai.
N6 dinh xé toac cudn sach toi nghiép nay ra. Ma thwa ngai, ai ¢ treong cling
biét Kyle Keeley la mot thang dién. N6 sé lam bat ky thi gi dé chién thang
mot tro choi.”

Ngai Lemoncello quay lai phia Keeley.

“That khong, Kyle? Chau san sang pha hoai do6 dac néu n6 ngan can chau
dén chién thang a?”

“A, irm, thrra ngai...”

Keeley bat dau lap bap. Thang ngu nay ding la khong biét cach noi doi.

Charles v0i m& cudn sach dén chuwong 11 va bé tdm thé thw vién ctia no
vao d6 dé danh dau trang.

“Ngai nén hoi Keeley vé céi ctta s6 ma n6 da da bé tuan trudc, thva ngai.”

Ngai Lemoncello quay lai nhin Charles.

“Cai cta s6 nao?”

“Thwa ngai. Ca trwong chau déu biét vé vu do. Kyle Keeley va hai anh cuia
no dang choi tro truy tim kho bau gi dé va...”

Ngai Lemoncello chi tay vé phia cuon sach. “Thong minh that. Chéau st
dung thé thw vién dé danh dau sach sao?”

“Vang a,” Charles noi, ra sttc 1ay long ngai Lemoncello. “Tat nhién, chau
khong thé nao 1ay hét cong lao cho sang kién thong minh ay duwgc. Chau thiy
Sierra Russell 1am nhw thé vao dén thit sau nén...”

“Chau da yéu cau Andrew Peckleman di ‘mwon’ thé thw vién cia Sierra.”



Charles nhay mat lia lia. “Ngai néi gi co?”

“Chau da vi pham luat 1é thi nhat ctia Gido sv Zinchenko. Chau da khong
tr té v&i dong doi cia minh, Andrew. That ra, chdu da de doa cau bé t6i
nghiép dy, bat Andrew phai 1ay trom thé thw vién cta Sierra, thit ma chau biét
rang co bé dung dé danh dau sach.”

“Khong hé, thra ngai. Khong phai vay dau a.”

“Charles a, chau da lam chuyén d6.” Ngai Lemoncel o gai gai 10 tai phai
ctia ong. “That ra, Gido suv Zinchenko da danh vai tiéng dong hé vira qua dé
xem lai hét tat ca nhitng doan phim tir camera an ninh, va doan thir xem c6 ay
tim dvgc gi?”

Charles nghe thay chinh giong néi ctia cau phat ra tw tran nha:

“May c6 dé y con Sierra Russell dung gi dé danh diu trang sach khéng?”

“Khong.”

“Po la Andrew,” ngai Lemoncello noi. “Con day la chau ntta ne.”

“Chinh 1a tdm thé thw vién ctia n6, thit c6 thé dung dé mé khoa Phong
Sinh Hoat Chung B. Hay tim cach dé mwgn cuén sach con nho dé dang doc
di.”

“Chau da xui Andrew trom thé thw vién cua Sierra.”

“Lam sao ngai c6 thé ghi am no6 lai dugc?” Charles hoang mang. “Chau
néi tham ma.”

“Con ta thi c6 nhitng chi€c micro cyc ki nhay. Chau xong r6i, Charles.
Gido sw Zinchenko, hdy néi cho vi khach sap stta ra vé ctia ching ta phan
thuwdng ma cau dy da vat va c6 dugc la gi?”

“Khong c6 bat ky mot tht gi ca,” ¢ quan thw nguwdi Nga cat tiéng.
“Nhung thwa ngai L, hdy noi cho Charles biét cau 101 gidi cia cau do hinh
cudi cung trudc da.”

“A, ding roi!” Ngai Lemoncello rit ra tif tii cia minh mot tdm thé hinh
vuong nho nho va gio ra cho Charles.



Charles nghién rang ken két.

“Co6 ai mudn giip Charles giai cau do nay khong?”

“Hmmm,” Kyle ngam nghi. “C6 phdi la ‘sdu nguwdi an’ khong a?”

“Suyt ding ro6i,” ngai Lemoncelllo gat gu.

Khong ai néi gi mot Iic. Bong Haley bat cudi.

“Co6 phdi tdm hinh nay & sau tdm cau tha bong bau duc khéng?”

“Pung thé,” Charles gat géng. “Thi sao?”

“Andrew da ding ngay tir dau,” Haley néi. “Y nghia cta tdm hinh cau thu
béng bau duc khong phai 1a ‘qua,” né la ‘mudi chin.” Va tdm hinh cua tiéu
bang Indiana ding la nam tram nhw cau giai thich khi c6 tinh bip tui t6.”

Ngai Lemoncello chuyén sang giong MC game show truyén hinh cuia
minh. “Vay, Haley, chdu c6 mudn giai cau do nay khong?”

“Chac chan réi: Ban can di ra ngoai con duong lii cuép bo vao nam mot
chin sau nguoi tam chuyén.”

“T6i khong hiéu,” Charles yéu dudi néi.

“MGt chin, sau tam,” Akimi n6i. “Cau biét ddy, 1968.”

“Va biét khong,” ngai Lemoncello néi. “Dé la nam ma Tt nhitng tap tai
liéu tum lum ctia Ba Basil E. Frankweiler thang huy chvong Newbery cho tac

pham thi€u nhi xuat sac. Mot manh moi khac ma chau hoan toan bé 15,
Charles.”

“Wow,” Miguel ndi 16n. “Vay ma ct twdng nha Chiltington khong bao gio
thua.”

“Ludn cé lan dau cho bat ky thit gi,” ngai Lemoncello néi. “Clarence?
Clement? Vui long ho tong cau Chiltington day ra ngoai.”

“Bai bai,” Akimi n6i. “Vay la tiéu doi ké thua cudc 16n nhat moi thoi dai.”



”@%)6 nod ra le di!” Akimi néi vdi Kyle. “Ching ta chi con khodng bon
muoi phut dé tim ra cach ma Loblolly va bang cwép Dandy bo vao ngan hang
nam 1968 thoi!”

Kyle 1at cuon sach T6i 4c That sy & Ohio t&i cho Charles da dung thé thw
vién ctia n6é dé danh dau.

“‘Chwong Muoi mot. Bang cuép Dandy dao ham vao két tién ctia ngan
hang’.”

“Ké ca khi nguoi ché trom cap,” Akimi noi.

“Va t@ ca la ho bo vao dung khong?” Haley hoi.

“‘Nhitng tén cudp thong minh nay’,” Kyle doc to ti cuén sach, “‘thué
xwong may quan ao da bo hoang ngay ké bén Ngan Hang L4 Vang va bo ra
hang tuan dé dao ham ti* tang ham cua nha mdy dén kho tién cia ngan
hang’.”

“Dua theo ban thiét ké toan nha ma t& tim duwgc,” Miguel néi, “n6 dang
nam & dwdi cho may phan loai sach ngay dwgi tang ham.”

“Piéu do giai thich cho manh moi thi nhat,” Kyle néi. “Cuén sach c6 twa
1a Lam quen v&i thw vién caa thanh phd ban. Y Gido su Zinchenko 1a ta phai
that sy biét vé cai thuw vién nay. N6 cling giai thich tai sao c6 dy lai mudn ta
doc cuon Sherlock Holmes dé.”

“‘Cudc phiéu lwu v6i Hoi téc Hung’,” Sierra thot 1én. “Cau chuyén vé mot
bon cwdp dao ham vao ngan hang tir mot can nha ké bén.”

Kyle gat dau. “Gido su Zinchenko néi vdi t¢ 1a ¢6 ay méi doc lai n6 gan
day. TG ca rang cau chuyén dé da cho c6 dy y twéng dé xay dung tro choi

»

nay.



“Hey, biét dau néu Charles tiép tuc choi cai tro di ham thdi hoac cta no,”
Miguel dua, “thi n6 da tim thdy duwgc duwong ham cua 14 cuwép Dandy truéc
ching ta r6i.”

“Pi thoi moi ngwdi,” Haley giuc. “Chung ta can quay lai tang ham.”

“Ta sé di véi cac chau,” ngai Lemoncello n6i. “Ta rdt mudén xem cau
chuyén nay sé két thic thé nao.”

Om cudn sach Tdi Ac That Sy trong tay, Kyle dan dau ca bon xudng kho
sach duwédi tang ham.

“Cau mang cudn sach do theo lam gi?” Akimi thac mac.

“Té sé thir dat cubén sach nay lén mday phan loai sach,” Kyle giai thich.
“Sau do, ta chi can xem day dai dwa cudn sach tGi dau va té doan rang do
chinh 1a noi ma ta s& thay ‘hinh vuéng den™.”

“L6i tat ra khéi thw vién nay!”

“Chinh xac.”

Trong lic moi ngwoi dang hanh quan xudong dwdi tang ham, ngai
Lemoncello quay sang Kyle va héi, “Vay, cau Keeley, cu6i tuan nay vui
ch?”

“Vang a.”

“T6t. Chuc mirng, cd6 Hughes, c6 vé nhw chau da chién thang r6i.”

Akimi do bitng mat.

“Y ngai 1a sao?” Kyle hoi.

“Trong bai luan ctia minh, ngwdi ban cyc té6t ma chau dang cé day, da viét
rang: ‘Chau muon t6i thw vién mdéi dé cé thé ké lai hét moi thit cho ban chau
Kyle Keeley’.”

“Cau viét luan ve t¢ ha?”

“C6 thé,” Akimi lam bam.

“Ui cha,” Kyle thot 1én. “Chua ai titng viét mot bai van veé t¢ ca.”

* Tén mot burc tranh tritu tugng noi tiéng cua hoa si nguoi Nga Kazimir



Malevich.

“Chac, sé khong c6 ai lam thé nita dau néu cau lam hong mat co hoi thang
tro choi nay. Vay thi tui minh c6 thé thoi téu tdo va tim duong ra khoi day
khong?”

“Pugc théi,” Kyle cudi hi hi.

“Canh bdo,” giong néi diém tinh trén tran nha lai vang lén. “Tro choi sé
két thic trong vong BA MUOI phuit nita.”

Tat cd moi ngwoi déu budc nhanh hon mot chuit.

May man thay, khi cd nhom t&i tang ham, nhitng ké sach cao nhuw nui
khong con di chuyén thanh mé cung nhw lan triwdc nita.

“May phan loai sach ty dong nam ngay canh bitc twong bén kia thoi,”
Kyle chi dan.

Ca bon nhanh chéng budc t6i chiéc bang chuyén.

“Theo nhitng gi t& xem trong ban thiét ké,” Miguel noéi, “ham tién nam &
ngay vi tri cia chiéc may doé.”

“Pugc roi, moi nguwodi,” Kyle néi. “Noi nao cudn sach nay dugc dwa dén
c6 thé sé chinh la 16i vao caa dwong ham dan ra ngoai.”

“Moi tht chinh 1a day.” Kyle dit cuén sach Toi Ac That Sy & Ohio 1én
bang chuyén.

Khong c6 gi xay ra ca.

“Sao vay?” Miguel hoang mang hoi. “Tai sao né khong hoat dong?”

“Co thé do cubn sach nay chwa da ndang.” Kyle dung tay dé cudn sach
xuong mot chuit.

Van khéng cé gi nhtic nhich.

Ca bon bai r6i nhin cudén sach dang nam im lim trén bang chuyeén.

“That la bat céng qud, ngay hom qua no cé bao gio dirng di chuyén dau,”
Haley lam bam.

“Thi ra la vay!” Akimi la Ién. Co bé chay td&i birc twong va bat cong tac



khan cap cua bang chuyén lén.

Nhiéu tia sang la-de mau dé sang lén ngay dudi 16 tra sach.

Bang chuyeén bat dau di chuyén mot cach cham rai.

Cudn sach duy nhat trén do6 bat dau di cham cham nhw mot vién keo chuan
bi dugc goi trong nha may.

Khi n6 dén dugc cho con r6-bot mang gio thit ba tir dwdi dém 1én, mot bo
con lan xuat hién va day né chuyén hwéng qua mot bén, lot vao trong cai gio
bang day thép.

Bang chuyén dirng lan.

Khong co6 gi khac xay ra.

“Vay thoi do ha?”

“Canh bao,” tui n6 lai nghe thay théng bao trén tran nha. “Tro choi sé két
thac trong vong HAI MUOI phit nita.”

“Ké hoach nay khong dugc ro6i,” Haley ndi.

“Tiéu tung,” Akimi bo sung.

“Cho da,” Kyle chi tay vé mot vién gach vuong trén san bén dwdi con ro-
bot. N6 dang phat sang, giong hét nhw mot trong nhitng man hinh cdm wng
trén lau. “Trén day ghi la: ‘Xin chao. Thich choi tro choi khéng? San sang
di!””

“Tuyét voi!” Akimi cwdi khic khich, r6i cd nhé va Kyle pha ra cudi nac
né khi chgt nhé ra cau dé dau tién ma tui né giai trén phong Co Ban vao sang
th bay.

“N6 noéi rang ching ta sé phai gidi mot cau dé dao chir cai,” Kyle thong
bao.

“Mon banh quy wa thich cua ta,” ngai Lemoncello gat gu.

“Pugc roi, moi nguwdi,” Kyle goi. “Tap trung lai day va san sang nao.”

Kyle, Akimi, Sierra, Miguel va Haley quy thanh vong tron trén san nha
quanh 0 vuong dang phat sang.



Ngai Lemoncello ding nhon chan nhin tw phia sau.

“Bat dau thoi,” Kyle néi trong lic hwéng dan cua tro choi chay qua man
hinh.

HAY CHO TA MUOI SAU TU

PUQC TAO BOI MUOI SAU CHU CAI NAY

TRONG VONG SAU MUOI GIAY HOAC IT HON.

Mot chiéc dong ho dém ngugc tir sdu muoi gidy hién ra ¢ goc dudi man
hinh. Va roi cau do chtt hién ra.

“Luigi L. Lemoncello,” Kyle thi tham.

Chiéc dong ho bat dau kéu tich tac.

Sierra la 16n, “Mén!” va mot tiéng ding phat ra tir chiéc loa trén tran nha.
Ca nam dwra bat dau la to nhitng cau tra 10i:

“Lui!”

“La!”

“Lo!”

“Em!”

“Gm!”

“Con ba muoi gidy,” ngai Lemoncello nhac.

“Lé!”

“Ma!”

“Me!”

“Lui!”

“T6¢ néi chir d6 roi!”

“Vay ha, o, Lui!”

“Co!”

“Meéo!”

C‘Lé"’



“Lo!”

“Li!”

“Muoi lam tir r6i,” giong noi trén tran nha théng béo.

“Um...”

“Con muoi giay.”

“Cac cau?”

“Nam.”

“Bon”

“Co!” Haley la to.

Man hinh nhap nhay dong chit “Chic mirng!” va “Nguoi chién thang!”

Tt noi nao do, nhitng khan gia vo hinh bat dau ho hét, tiéng phao hoa lam
rung chuyén cd can phong, va hinh nhw cling c6 vai con ngong kéu lén
“Hooray!”

“Xin hay dirng lui lai,” giong noi trén tran nha cat lén.

Kyle va ca doi voi va lam theo.

“Canh béo,” giong noéi tiép tuc. “Tro choi sé két thiic trong vong MUOI
LAM pht nita.”

“Chung ta van can ra ngoai, cac cau a!” Akimi nai.

“Nhanh lén, san nha, lam gi di chi!”

Tam vién gach xung quanh man hinh ma tui n6 choi tro xép chit bat dau
phat sang. Pau tién la mau vang, sau d6 la mau cam roi dén mau tim.

“Loi di bi mat day ro6i,” Akimi la 1én.

Nhitng tiéng lach tach bat dau vang 1én, va nhitng vién gach ty dong xép
1én nhau nhw nhitng to gidy.

MGt ctra ham hién ra.

“Nhin nay,” Haley noi, “duwéi day c6 bac thang.”

Ngai Lemoncello nhin xudng cai cau thang va duwong ham sang trung bén



kia cai 16. “Ong than oi, c6 vé nhu Gido su Zinchenko ctia ta da don dep sach
sé cho nay sau khi ga twéng cudp Loblolly & day.”

“Tat nhién r6i a,” Haley han hoan noéi. “Dé chuing ta c6 thé ‘di vao con
duong 10 cwdp bo vao nam mot chin sau tam’.”

“Nhanh 1én nao, moi ngudi!” ngai Lemoncello néi. “Ta khong mudn tré
tiéc sinh nhat cua chinh minh dau.”



(.g'{yle dan dau ca doi cia minh (cung vdi ngai Lemoncello) di xuyén qua
dwong ham vao mot can ham chita day ma-no-canh va thung gidy.

“Pay chac han la tang ham ctia mot trong nhitng tiém ban quan 4o & Pho
Co,” Kyle ndi.

“Nha may Vira van,” Haley doc to ra t* mot miéng mac do. “Mot trong
nhitng nhan hiéu t¢ thich nhat.”

“Va,” Sierra b0 sung, “vao nam 1968, day chinh la nha may quan 4o ma
Leopold Loblolly va bang cuwép Dandy stt dung dé dét nhap vao ngan hang.”

“Co6 may bac thang & day nay,” Miguel néi 16n, leo 1én mét chiéc cau
thang bang go. “Va mot canh ctra.”

N6 xoay nam ctta. “Chua oi — né bi khoa r6i.”

Kyle nhin 1én chiéc ctta s6 cdu ban trén tran tang ham, cadch mat dat
khoang ba mét.

Cau khong thé nhin cuoi.

Céanh ctra s6 dé nhac lai cho Kyle mdt tro choi ma cau da thang hoi tuan
tredc. Lan nay, cau chi can ddo moi thit lai mot chuit.

“Giup t6 mang may cai thung gidy lai day,” Kyle ndi vGi Miguel. “Ching
ta c6 thé chong ching 1én nhau dé leo 1én cai ctra s6 do.”

Sau khi ching chat nhitng cai hop 1én nhau tao thanh nhitng bac thang,
Kyle treo 1én va xem xét cai chot ctra ctia canh ctra so.

“Tuyét voi,” cau noi.

“Pirng néi véi t6 1a,” Akimi lac dau ngan ngam, “lai c6 mot tro choi nita
sao?”

“Um, day giéng nhu 12 mot cai khéa ba s6. Nhung thay vi nhitng con s,



no st dung chit cai.”

“Canh bao,” giong noi kia lai vang lén.

“Cai gi?” Akimi ngac nhién. “Gido su Zinchenko dat loa ¢ duéi tang ham
nay ludn ha troi?”

“Tro choi sé két thiic trong vong BON phuit nita.”

“Yo, m& khéa le di, Kyle!” Miguel hoi.

“Phai biét mat ma la gi méi mé dwoc chir!”

“C6 goi y trén do khong?” Haley hoi.

“Tat nhién.” Kyle doc to manh gidy nhé xiu dwgc déan trén 16p kinh cua
chiéc ctra s6. ““Sau khi ban biét lam diéu nay, ban sé tw do mai mai’.”

Tat cd moi ngwoi lan ra cuoi.

Cau d6 cudi cung nay qua de.

“San sang chwa, cac chau?” ngai Lemoncello hoi.

“Pong thanh nao!”

Va nam dta cung la to 1én cau tra 1oi: “DOC!”

Kyle xoay chiéc khoa lan lugt t6i cac chit cai D-O-C.

MGt tiéng cach vang 1én. Canh ctra s6 bat ma.

Lan nay, Kyle khong phdi da bé canh ctra so6 nao dé chién thang.

Kyle va ngai Lemoncello ditng trén chi€c hop cao nhat dé giip nhitng
nguoi khac tréo ra khéi tang ham.

Sau khi Haley bo ra khdi ctta so, ai do trong dam dong tu tap dé xem hoi
cudi cua tro choi nay thay co bé va la lén.

“Nhin kia! D6 la Haley Daley! C6 bé 1a ngudi dau tién ra ngoai. Co bé
thang r6i! Thang khi tro chai chi con hai phit ma thoi!”

“Nuh-uh!” Kyle nghe thay Haley la to v&i giong c6 vii han hoan nhat cia
minh. “Chau chi 1a m6t thanh vién ctia mot doi tuyét voi ma thoi. Tat ca
ching chau déu da thang. Whoo-hoo!”

Khi Akimi treo dugc ra ngoai, dam dong hét vang tén co be.



“Sao ho biét dugc tén minh chit?” Kyle nghe thdy c6 bé no6i. “B6? B6 noi
cho ho biét ha?”

Sierra Russell 1a ngudi tiép theo di ra ngoai.

“Thwa ngai Lemoncello?”

“Co gi khong, Sierra?”

“Ngay mai thu vién m@ ctita lic may gio a?”

“Néu la cho chéu, Sierra, thi sé la chin gi¢ sang!”

Mim cwoi, co bé budce 1én tay ho va tréo ra ngoai cira so.

Kyle chogt thay toi cho Sierra khi c6 bé dang ding ngoai do. Ai sé chic
mung cho nho day?

Nhung Kyle nghe thdy Haley la 16n, “Moi ngudi oi, moi ngwdi phai gdp
ngwoi ban maGi cye ki nay cta chiing chdu méi dugc, Sierra Russell! Ban ay
thong minh dén mitc c6 thé ndi cho moi nguwdi nghe ai da viét ra danh ba dién
thoai day!”

Pam dong la 1én cuong nhiét. “Sierra! Sierra! Sierra!”

“Okay,” Kyle néi, “tiép theo la cau do6, Miguel.”

“Miguel nay,” ngai Lemoncello néi, “néu hé nay chau ranh, ta rat muén
chau sé lanh dao doi quan thw nhi cua thu vién nay.”

“Cam on ngai rat nhiéu, dé la mét vinh dy 16n!”

“Va hay nhé maoi ludn cau Peckleman tham gia v4i nhé.”

“Nhung Andrew nghi rang cai thu vién nay ngu ngéc lam.”

“Dd cang la li do dé cau bé dy biét ré hon vé chiing ta. Bay gid, chau ra di
nao.”

Kyle va ngai Lemoncello ddy manh chan Miguel va né nhdy phéc ra
ngoai.

Pam dong bén ngoai la hét con to hon nita.

“Miguel! Miguel! Miguel!”

“Moi nguoi oi,” Miguel la 16n. “Thu vién nay nhv mét cuén sach khong



16 tuyét voi. Tat ca ching ta c6 thé doc n6 cho dén hét doi.”

bam dong cuoi 16n. Kyle rén ri.

“Chéau la nguoi tiép theo ddy, Keeley a,” ngai Lemoncello néi.

“Chau c6 thé héi mét cau cudi cung duwgc khong a?”

“Chac r6i, va ta mong rang do6 sé khong phai la cau hoéi cudi cung.”

“Ngai c6 that sy cho ching chau xuat hién trong nhitng quang cdo TV cua
ngai khong?”

“Q, tat nhién. Chau sé khé noi tiéng ddy.

“Pinh cta dinh.”

“Pung vay, ai ma biét trudc dwge danh thoi gian trong thw vién lai dwoc
twong thuong tuyét voi dén thé nhi?”

Kyle mim cudi. “Chinh la ngai, ngai Lemoncello.”

“Va bay gio chau cling vay.”

Kyle dat chan né 1én tay ctia ngai Lemoncello va bam ldy thanh ctra s6.

“Hen gap lai vao budi tiéc sinh nhat ctia ngai!”

“Q, diing r6i. Va chau biét gi khong, Kyle?”

“Biét gi a?”
“Co thé t6i nay sé c6 bong bong day!”
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