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Sy
‘“-\e worst \)dr"l‘of )no\vihs someone ell 7/ou about
their vacation is ‘h'yihs ‘o ‘>r‘e+ehd you‘rHAPPY
for 4hem. Because no one wants 4o hear aboutall
the fun ‘ﬂ\ey DIDN'T have.
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The ohly vacations T want+o hear aboutare the
ones w)nere -th'hss wenWRONG. ‘ﬁm-l‘ way, T
don+feel bad for missing out.




Well, my fam lyJus-r got back £rom vacadtion,
and believe me, if T coud've s-luyecl hore, T
WOULDVE. But T didn'thave a choice.

A few weeks a9p, -ﬂ\is vacation wash +even
St)??osecl +oHAPPEN. We were Just \mvihs
a normal December, and T was r‘eally lookihs
forward o Christrmas.

ButMomand Dad were getling all stressed out

about eVery-ﬂ\ihs we had o do o 3e+ r‘edcly for
the holi des. We wereWAY behind on Jecor‘a’n'hs

the }\ouse, and ho‘ﬂ\ihs was 3th3 the way itwas

w\)\)osed Yo.




T'm sure we coud ve gotten ouract -l'ose-ﬂ\er‘ in time
for C\\n's-lrms. Butone hisH‘dh ad came oh V
that TOTALLY tuned our hol.'days upside down.

Cfscape to [u,xu’zy.
5scape to pam (se.

The commercial was for this ‘Jldce called Tsla de
Corales, which is where Mom and Dad went for
their hoheymooh. And the reason T know thatis

because every time an ad for that ‘Jlace comes on

TV, the 4wo of them se-l'dll kissy—fdcecl.
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T+ makes me uncomfortable -ﬂ\ihkihs about Mom
and Dad before -Pney had us kids. Ahcl T woddn't
HAVE +o if Mom didn +break outtheir \\oheymoh

album every year on their ahhiVersary.

The his}ﬁ af+er thatad came on, Mom and Dad
made an anhouncement. ’ﬁ\ey said haTHIS
year, we were sohhasKIPChris-lms and all 9

1o Tdla de Corales instead.

When T asked how we were gehha 3e+our‘ 3-(1'5
To the resort, Mom said the tripVASour gif+.
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T ﬂ'\ous}ﬁ““\d‘l‘ sounded like T ERRIBLE idea,
and T was surprised Dad was on board with i+. He
usually doesn '+ like o spend a lotof money, and T
was sure Hhis resortwas gonha costRORTUNE.
Buthe said he was sick of 4he cold weather, and he

wanted fo escape to SOme‘>|ace warm.

PerSOhdlly, T donthave a Pr‘oblem with cold
weather. Tn fact, seher‘ally sPeakihs, +he worse
itis ou+s«'c}e, the }m\)\)ier Tam.
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T -fisurec} Mahh7l and Rodrick would hely me falk
some sense into Mom and Dad, and we'd puta
stop to this idea. Butthose s weren + any )nel\)
atALL.

So Thad 4 accept thatwe weren+ gonha have a
hormal Christmas a+home. Butwhat REALLY
didn"tlike was thatwe had BLY 4o 1his place.
T'd never been on PLANE before, and T
wasrx’+crd7.7l aboutthe idea of lockihs r-7I$e|-F ina
me-fal fube.




Nobocly ELSE seemed worried, 'l'\\ous)n , and two
weeks later, on a hisH' when we shoud Ve been
hanging up our stockings and sitting around the
fire wrlt)nihs Christmas s?ecials, we were ‘mckihs
our sutcases for this island getaway.

Moh&o\z
We lef+4he house around 8:00 on the morning of

Christmas Eve. Dad was Pr‘eﬂy u‘ﬁ@ﬁ because
he wanted +o leave an hotE ARLIER, but Mom
said he was beihs ridicdous and we'd getto the
airportin Pleh‘ly of ire.

T+was ohly about -lweh‘ly Jesr‘ees outside, but
Rodrick was dlreo\dy dressed for vacation.
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T4++4umed out Dad was n'sH, we shoud Ve lef+
earlier. A\)Pdreh-l'ly, Christmas Eve is one of
the busiestravel Jays of the year, $o +he roads
were CHOKEDwith farilies driving 1o see their
relatives. And hobocly really seemed 4o be in the
Christras spirit, either.

B AIRPORT |
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Whatmade -ﬂwihss a lotworse was when i+ started
40 SNOW. After that, -ﬂu'hss slowed 1o a crawl.
Mom and Dad started argung over wha+ime we
shoud Ve lef+, and Dad almost missed the exitfor
the airport. He had +o cutacross three lanes of
traffic, which didn+look easy.
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When we reached the airPor’r, the main ‘mr‘kihs
lotwas ful. That meantwe had +o Par‘k in the
ecohomy lot, which was Pre+ly far away. Dad said
he'd Jr‘oP the restof us of f athe curb with all

the |u%a3e and then come meetusafterhe ‘)dr‘kecl.

When we got 1o the passenger clroP-oH area, it
was COMPLETE chaos. We ried o unload our
bo\ss, butthe cops weren + le+1ih3 anyone stop

for more than ‘ﬂ\ur’ry seconds. And that Jus+
stressed eVeryohe ovtand made +\~\ihss worse.




Thad+ se'H)ack inthe van so T could \\eIV Dad
with the restof the bags. Ordinarily, thatkind of
+hin 9 would Ve been Rodrick’s Job ,butsince hewas
dressed forei s)n-ly-clesr‘ee wed-t’ner‘, he 30+ou+of it

He was |uck7l heDID, oo. When we gotto the
gote forthe economy lot, Dad coddntreach the
ticke+from his window. So he made me 3e+ou+of
the car +o sr‘o\b it

Uhfor’rmwlely, T didn"tnotice thatthere wasa
gont slush PuJJle on my side of the car undil it
was Yoo late.

After we \)o\rked , we rolled our {)ass 1o the
nearest shutle stop, which wasnta lotof fun.
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came eVery +en mnutes. Bu-l'-ﬂ\er‘e was ho room for
us in the bus sheHer, so we had 4o waitoutside in
+’ne f r‘eezihs coch

Tweh-ry mnutes wen+t by withouta bus, and Dad
shrted getling r‘edlly anxious about the time. He
said we were just gonna have ALK o the

fermnal, which was abouta mile away.

un



T woud Ve tried +o convince Dad 4o waita little
lohser‘, but my sock was starting fo um o ice,
and T didntwanna 3e+ frostbite.

Sure ehous}\, once we 30+a{>ou+a hundred feet
fromthe s}\eHer‘, the shuttle bus ?dled into the
‘mrkihs lot. We 4ried +o se-H}\e driver to stop,
but }xe\jus-r blew n'sH by us.

So we RAN+ the shuttle stop, butwe didn'+
make i+back in fime.
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Now Dad was reall7l worried about missing our

f |i3¥\+. T +old him m7{>e missing the f |i3"\+
wouldn +be the WORST +)nih3 1o ‘\a‘)‘)eh , buthe
didnt seem o be in +he mood 4o hear what T had




B}/ the time we goto Hhe terminal, we were
both soo\kihs wetand mserable. So when a \)ickuP
Hruck almosthit us in the crosswalk, i+ made Dad

REALLY mad, and he le++he driver know.

That Jjust made thDRIVER mad, and he ‘)ulleci
his 4ruck over and $+e\7\>ecl outof his vehicle.




We didn '+ stick around long ehous)n o talk

things over with this - We ran in the

opposite direction and blended in with some people
S‘hahclihs on the sidewalk unil the coastwas clear.

Dad 4old me T could learn a lesson from this, which
was 1o hever lose your femper ahd do SOme-ﬂ\ihs
s-hz‘m'c}. But T ook away DIFFERENT lesson—
when Heff leys getin trowble, Heff |e)Ru\|.

The restof the fam'ly was waiting inside the
entrance +o the ferminal. Momwanted o know
wha+ ook us so long, and Dad wanted 4o know
w}y she hadn't gotten in line with Manhy and
Rodrick and held o place for us.
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TH+ook Aweny minutes for us 1o ge+through
the check-in line. Butwhen Dad putour {).'3
sutcase on the scale, the person at the counter
said itwas oo }\edvy, and itwas gonha costextra
mohey +o check it

But Dad said +he airline was ripping us of f and
we weren + gonha give Hhem an extrNICKEL.
So we Yook some clothes out of Hhe su+ase and

shffed them into our carry—oh {)dss.

B}/ the time we 30+eVery+Hh3 sorted out, we
had a half hour +o gettoour gate before our

f lis}ﬁ' started boarJEhS. And when we gotto the
security area, itwasa +otaZ OO.
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There were 4wo lines—one for families and one for

business ravelers.

T geess Dad usmlly getstogo -l'\\r‘oush the
business lane when he travels for work, so he
didn't seem 1o be +oo happy about being stuck
with the restof usin the fam'ly lane.
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Ahy-ﬁme you add the word "fam'ly" +o Sorv'e‘ﬂ'\ihs,
7'ou know -Pnihss are gonha be bad. Ahd “rust
me, 1 Ve been o ehous}\ f am'ly restaurants to

know what T'm iulkihs about.

RESTAURANT

We waited in +he secm'iy line a |oh3 time, and we
-fihdlly made i+o the front. Butthen some kid o
few rows behind us started pressing the buttons
on the poles thathold the barriers -iose-ﬂ\er‘.
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All of a sudden, there was hoﬂ\ihs kee‘)ihs the

lines separated, and for a second, ho one moved.

Butthen +)nih3,sCOMPLETELY-fe|| apart.




B}/ +the time the security agents gotall the zip
barriers reconnected, we ended vp at HHBACK
of theline. And +he -Fam'lywi-lh +the kid whocaused
all +he 4rovble was a+thERONT.

Now Mom and Dad werdREALLY siressed,
because our flight was supposed 1o leave atany
minute. Dad be%ecl one of the secm'-iy agents
to letus P 1o the front, buthe didn+seem

‘oo W‘i’ne‘h’c.
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T -H-\ous}ﬁwe were going to miss our 'Flish‘r, ol
J.'Jh”rreall)/ see the Voih‘rof going -t\-\rous\w security.
But Dad said sometimes -H\ey leave the gate open
until the last second, and we m'slﬁ still make i+
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We f ihd")’ gotto the frontof the line, and we put
our bags on a conveyor bel+. “Then we 4ook of f our

coatsand shoesand PuH\\em into some \)las-h'c bins.
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P’\o\hh}/ saw whatthe restof us were Joihs, and
he started iukihs of HIS clothes, +oo. Luckily,
Mom noticed in 4ime and s-loPPeJ him before he

could goany further.
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Mdhh)’ wasn t finished causing Pr‘oblems, though.
A\)\)qreh-ﬂy, he -Pnous\ﬁ the conveyor beHwas
some kind of RIDE, and he was really U\ase+w\~\eh
he found ovtthatWASNT.
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The ‘)eo‘Jle behind us were getling frustrated we
weren + moVing, bAWE were beihs held vp b}/ the
9w in frontof us. He had o remove eVery‘ﬂ-n'hs
he had on thatwas metul, and i+was -h:\kihs him

FOREVER.
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Rodrick told me these machines can see -ﬂ\r‘ous‘\
your CLOTHES, and then someone checksa
screen o make sure youre hotdrying fo sneak
by with ahfﬂ\ihs Jahserous. Al T can say isT
woulclh'-fwahhabe-lhe‘)er‘sm wH'\\MTJob.

TH4umns ovtthe X-r‘dy machine tha+ sees
through your clothesis only for grown-ups, and
kids go through a metal detector instead. Sill, T
wash + gehha take any chances.




Once we 30++)nrous)n secur‘Hy, we srdbbed our
stff fromhe conveyor beland +ook of f. Our
gote was down on the lower level, so we had +o
‘uke the escalator.

We coudnteven doTHAT without causing a ma jor
problem. Manny's stuf fed animal got stk in the
bottom of +he escalator, and he had +o press the
Emersehcy Stop button so Mom could pul it free.
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Dad checked his watch and said we m'sH still

make i) so we ran for our 3a+e.

Buthe gote was all the way at4he other end
of the termnal, and we knew we coddn +make i+
in time on foot.

Just4hen, a cart for }mhclico«ﬂ)ecl passengers
came alohs, and Dad s+o‘>‘>eJ i+and asked the
driver if we coud H‘H\ a ride. Jﬁwe restof us 3o+
on board before she coud say ho.

25



After that, itwas smooth sailing. “The terminal
was \)reﬁy crowded, but \DeO\DIe moved outof our

wa7l w\weh -Pney ‘weo\rcl uS com'hs.

The driver Jroﬂ)ecl us of { atour gate, buthe
door wasCLOSED. T -ﬂ\ous)n-r thatmeantwe
had missed our f lu's}ﬁ'dhcl we cold tuh around
and en \joy @ hice Christmas Eve athome. Butit
4urned outthe f lis}\‘r waOELAYED, so all tha+
stress was for nothing,

FLIGHT 231
DELAYED

°/m
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The reason the § |-'3¥\+ was Jelayecl was because of
the bad weo\-ﬂ\er, and itwas gonha be another
HOUR before we goton the plane. We looked
fora Flace 1o si+ down in the boar‘dihs area, but
people were )no%ihs the seats.

Mom told me that once we goton the \)ldhe,
we'd be in the air for about six )nour‘s, which was
news ME. T asked her for some mohey, and T

bous}ﬂ'o\ cou‘>|e of magazines, some snacks, and
\-\ea&\)\\ohes ata s‘\o\a hear our sﬁe.

The ohly-i)nih 31 needed thatthe store didn+have
was SOCKS. M)/ n'sH‘ sock was still smkihs wet
from steppingin that \w&clle, so T wentinto the
bathroom o wring itoutin the sink.
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When T was done, my sock was sHDAMP, and

T reo\lly didn+wanna put itback on my foot. The
bathroom had one of +hose Hs\\-\aowered hand
&ryer‘s, and that gave me an idea.
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T coddn™twait o getback horme and start
making some MONEY on thisidea. T figured T
could make aKTILL INGon rainy Jo?ls.
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The ohly Pr‘oblem with the hand erer in the
airport bathroom was thatitwas a [ +HE OO
?owerf .

M}/ sock started SMOKING, and then itwent
FLYING.

T decided T'd Jus’r 3e+a new Pau'r' of socks athe
resort, because there was no way T was gonha

wear some‘i)nihs T had 4o fish out of WRINAL.

When T came back fromthe restroom, -lhey were

mkih3 an ahhouncementatour gate.
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T -f-surec} 'ﬂ'\ey were reo\Jy ‘o s-har“l‘boar‘c}ihs the
Plahe, bt -ﬂ\e)l were just Ie+h'h3 us know there
was another DELAY.

And i+wen+ton like thatfor the restof the

Jo\)l. A\)Pareh-ﬂy, this storm was causing ‘)r'oblems
eVeryw‘-\ere ,and the Plahe we were Q;P?osed to

f |7l outon was stck at SOPOWERair‘)or-h

T was starting to worry that my electronic device
was gonhd run ovtof Juce while T was on the
Flahe, so T looked fora ?ldce +o char‘se + Bt T

guess everyone else was +’n€hkih3 the same -ths.

CHARGING
STATION
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The ohly available outletwas in an awkward Place.
Butwhen your bd-Hery isat15%, you goth do

what you gotth do.

3

Our ‘)lahe fiho\ll)/ arrived atthe gk, and all the
passengers who were on i+ gotoff.Butif £ lyihs
is supposed 1o beFUN, you'd never know it from
the way these people looked.




The gote agent goton +he |oucls‘>eaker and
said we'd e bodrclihs s‘worﬂy. Then she said our
f lis}ﬂ' was “overbooked,” and -ﬁ\e)/ needed a few

volunteers 1o gve vp Hheir seats.

She said thatwhoever volunteered IRS T would
getthree hundred dollars and a free nightatthe
airporthotel.

T didn"tneed o hear another word. T 30+

1o the desk before she'd even finished with her
annhouncermentand said T was her avy-

Unf oﬁma‘lely, Mom wouldn 1LE T me volunteer,
and hobodyELSE s+e\>\>eJ up, either.
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So the gate agent increased +he of fer IVE
hundred dollars, and some woman shd\)\)ec} itup
n 3’n+ away. T Just )no?e she en Joys sPehJihs
m)’ m‘\e}’-
FLIGHT 231
DE5D
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After -Pm-h the o\seh’r rmadANOTHER
anhouncement. She said the f lisH' crew on

our plane had worked oo many hours because

of all +he Jelays, and we had 4o wait fora
REPLACEMENT crew 4o come in before we coud
take of f.

Now eVeryohe atour sd-ie wab1AD, because what
was su?\)osed o be an early f |i3¥~\+was tuming

info an OVERNIGHT one.
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When the new f |-'3}\+crew f.'hally arrived, -ﬂxey
didn+tlook )no\\)\))/ +o be there. That's Probdbly
because -ﬂ\ey were ex\DeC'h'h 9 8 ) SPeh& C‘\r‘is-hm\s EVe
a+tHOME, so T knewEXACTLY how -lhe)l felt.

After+he crew goton board, ‘ﬁ\eys‘hs\r‘lec} |e+'h'h3
passengers on the Plahe. l"\y fam'ly goto g0
first, because -Pney |e+\>e0\>|e with young kidsboard
before anyone else. Butthe gatea seh-rsio‘a‘)ecl me
at+he door.
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She said my carry-oh {ms was too bis 1o fitin
the overhead bin, soithad +o P down below with
the restof the lussase. Thatwas fine witKIE,
because T didn+want o deal with my bas on the

Plahe anyway.

W}\eh T so+oh boo\rcl, T was ‘>r‘e+l>/ im‘>r‘eSSeJ.
‘“-\e seats were dLOTbi%er‘ than T ex?ec-iec} )

and -ﬂ\ey were covered in real leather.

T asked Mom whatrow we were in, but she said we

heeded 1o keep moving. She said this was the first-
class secion, and our seats were iIECONOMY.
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But+he economy section wasn HALF as nice as
firstclass. The seats were \aacke& ibse-ﬂxer, and
-Pney bdrely had any cusHohihs.

Mom said our seats were foward the mddle of

the ‘)ldhe, so we headed there. But Dad \whs

back in 4he first-class section. He said he 9ot
UPGRADED because of all his f r‘equehi'-\[ lier mles
and thathe'd catch vp with us afHer we landed.
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Mom didn + seem }m‘)WI aboutthis news. She said
+wasn +fair for Nim+o be in firstclass while we

were in economy, $o she said we'd all tkEURNS
siting in Dad’s seat Jm'hs the £ lisH'.

But Dad said the restof uvswerent exPen'ehcecl
4ravelers like him, and we wouldn teven know how
40 ACT in first class.

Luckily, there were other passengers -lr>4'h3 +o
board, so Mom and Dad coudn+ getintoa ful-
blown argument n'sh-r-there in the aisle. Dad sa+

down in Nis seat, and we wento find ours.

The restof us were all in the same row. Mom,
Rodrick, and Manny sat o ohe side of Hhe aisle,
and T had the mddle seaton HOTHER side.

37



Rodrick tried +o getme o switch with himso he
didnthave 1o sit {)7/ Mahhy, but T was )m\)\))/

n's‘ﬁ where T was. T didn+have a whole lot of
|e3 room, but other than +hat, itwasn+so bad.

All 4he other passengers boarded after us, and

Peo‘>|e seermed ‘>r‘e+|7/ stressed ‘h'yihs to get Hheir
shff into the overhead bins. So T was sldd -ﬂ\e)/

ook Mdes atthe 3d‘ie.
D \/ ’
/| §= ] VS

il
EVeryohe \>u+ de)' their bass and satdown in
their seats. The ‘>i|0+ made an announcementthat

the doors were closing, and the seats to y lef+
and r‘is}ﬁ were still em“rly.

38



T coddn+believe my luck. As soon as we ook
of £, T was gonha streteh outacross all three
seats and get myself a 3ood hisH's slee\a.

THwasevenBETTER than being in firstclass.

Bu-l'n's}ﬁ' before the doors closed, one more cou‘>|e
30+oh board. And -Pney had BABY with them.




T didn+4hink these ‘>eo‘>|e would be in Y ToW,
because there were ohlyWO empry seats. But
the baby satin his mother EAP.

See, if T werein c}mr‘se of the airline, the rue
woud be one person per seat, Because if +his
coU\ale had TWINS, it woud ve been comvle*lely
outof hand.

T asked Hhese parents if ohe of +hemwanted +o
switch seats with me so -ﬂxey coud be nexto each
other. Butthe mother said she liked the window,
and her husband said he liked 4o be on the aisle.

4o



Rightafer that, the pilot came on +he intercom.
He said thatbefore we +ook of £ ) there’d be a
brief safe-ty Video +o show us what+o do in case of

ah emer‘sehcy.

T was dlreo\dy nervous about |>4'h3 to beg'h

with, and T didn't ke hearing there mght be an
"emer‘sehcy." So when the saf e1>/ Video quye& , T
Pm'& ATTENTION.

Butas faras T coud tell, T was the ohly person
who DID. EVerybocly else com‘>|e‘|e|7' tuned out.

‘ﬂ-\e besihhihs of the video was Jusﬂmsic stff,
like how 1o fasten a seatbelt.



Butafer that, it goBERIOUS.

The video's narrator said tha+if there wasa
“loss in cabin ‘>r‘esm," oxygen masks woud Jr‘o‘>
fromthe ceilihs. Well, T don'tknow what “cabin
pressure’ is, but T didntlike hearing thatwe
mght LOSE it.

The ‘)eo‘Jle in the video didntlook bothered a+
ALL when the oxygen masks clr‘o?‘)ecl down,

-Pnouslw Tn fact, -ﬂ\ey looked kind oFAPPY
aboutit.

ﬂ\eh ‘ﬂ'\e video 30+eVeMmSE. ﬂ\e harrator
said thatin case of a “water lahclihs," we d need
1o evacuate the P'dhe.
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Now T wasREALLY freaked out. T -l'\\ous)n-r
the whole \)oih+of an air‘\)ldhe was thatitwas

.w\)\)osecl fo sty in +thAIR.

‘“-\e saf eiy Video said there were emersehcy exits
on the plane and the people siting in the exit
rows woud need o open the doors so eVerybod)l
codd getout.

‘“-\e emer‘sehcy exitwas one row {)e)nth me, and
T realized the people siting there weren + paying
aHention o the video aALL. So T 30+-|'\\em

to put down heir ragazines and listen up-
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The flight attendans didnt seem bothered that
Nno ohe was wat)nihs the sa-fe-ly video. T fisu‘e&
‘Pney Probdbly had theitOWN exits, soif there
was any trowble, T was gonna follow HEM.

FLUSy KH
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The video showed the \)lahe in the water with
inflatable slides coming of £ the emergency exits.
And Hhey actually made i+l UN.

TR

WHEEEEE!!




Then +he video said our seatcushions doubled as
“flotation devices,” and each one had a whistle
atHuched 4o i+. Now T had ques-h'ohs, o1
Presse& the button above my seatto get the
flight atendant o come over.

What T wanted 4o know was, if we landed in
shark-infested waters, wodd i+ really be suha
3003 idea 4o blow the whistle? T+ el ¥IE

like we'd basically be inviting the sharks over for a

free lunch.

The flightattendant said T didn'tneed 4o
worry, because all the seatcushions were coated
with shark re\aelleh-h 0 -ﬂ\ey woddn teven come

hear us.
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T was ‘>r‘e+|7 }m‘)WI o hear ‘ﬂwl‘, butnow T'm
woh&en'hs if he was Pullihs my |e3.

Tdon't reo\lly 3e+-ﬂ\e Poih-l‘of the whistles,

‘Pnous\\ THsnotlike ahybocly’s gonha hear them
if 7/ou'r‘e in the mddle of the ocean.

And if you're Iucky ehoush 1o have a cruse

SHF pass {)71, believe me,THOSE s aren+
s+o‘>‘>ih3 o Pick you up-




After the saf eﬁy Video was over, T felt
exhausted, and we hadn +even fakerOFF 7e+.
Buta few seconds later, the ?Idhe sharted rollihs
down the tarmac ) and the hex‘l‘-ﬂ\ihs T knew , we
were in theAIR.

T'mnot gonha lie—T had my eyes shutduring
the whole takeof £. And T didn'teven realize T
was }xolclihs my breath until T almost \mssed out.

Once we leveled of £, the couvle siting in Y Fow
started £ eec}ihs Hheir baby.
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T wasALREADY nauseous from the takeof £, and
the srell of mus}y peas didn't hel\) -lh'hss.

HERE COMES
THE CHOO-CHOO!
\ }'o -
.‘ - ¢ ®

T ‘H'\ougHI rvis)n-r ac’mll)/ throw W, bt T
didntknow what+DO. Then T noticed this
white paper bo\s in the seat ‘)ocke-l‘ in frontof me,
and T4 u'sur‘ecl outthat's ede‘H)’ wha+i#OR.
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The £ lislﬁ a-HehJah-rdlreaJy seemed ahhoyed with
me, -ﬂwous)n , 50 T knew he wouldntbe oo ‘“W}'
if T handed hima bo\s of vomit.

Somehow T mhdseJ to 3e+‘ﬂ\rous¥\ the feedihs
without throwing up. But T wish T coud say the
same thing for heBABY.

Afer the Iaéy cleaned i+ up, she reached into
her bas and gave the {mby a couvle of +D7’S to
\7'°7' with.



One of 4he +O7’$ was a ‘Jldsﬁc hamrer. And as
sooh as the bo\by gotthatthingin itshand, it
started ?ouhclihs on theW INDOW.

Tve heard thatif a window on a Plahe breaks,
eVery-ﬂ-\ihs inside gets suckedOUTSIDE. And
thatdidnt really seem like a 3ood way ‘o go.

So when the lo\cl/s head was tumed, T swi\aecl the
hammer fromhe bdb)’dhd 4ucked itunder my seat.
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Unf orﬁha-lely, that setthe l)dby of .

Tt4uns w’rhobocly likes crying baby ona
Flahe, and everyohe started s‘woo’h'hs uS J.r‘ly
looks. Luckily, the Idcly had a bottle in her bas,
and that qu’e‘le& the kid down for a while.

T was getling kind of hmsry mysslf ,0 1
\aresseé the button for the f I.'SH atendantand
asked when we could expectto seFED. Buthe
said meals were ohly for first-class passengers,

and he gaverea bds of peanuts to hold me over.

5



‘ﬁ-wl"s w}\eh T remerbered -l*\e snacks T'd {)ous\\‘l‘
before we goton the plane. BAHENT
remerbered tha+t -ﬂ\ey were in my can'y-oh bas,
which was stowed down below.

T guess Mom rmustve been -l*xihkihs about food,
+oo. Because as soon as the pilot said we had
reached our "cru'sihs aHitude” and we were free to
move about the cabin, Mom unbuckled her seatbelt
and wentup to firstclass with Mdhhy, Justin

ime for dinner.

T felt some-tHhs cold and cldmy “ouch my lef+
elbow, and then some-tth:__LSE Youched my
RIGHT one. ﬂ\e 3u7/ {)e)nihcl me hac} taken of £
his shoes and socks and slid his fee++}\rou3\~\
+the spaces between +he seats.
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SoT guess this vy decided it wddK +o use my
ARMRESTS ashis FOOTRESTS.

i

T was starting to feel boxed in, and then the
person in the seatin frontof me tited his seat
all the way back, soitwas Jjusta few inches from
my face.

T tried 4o iHMY seatback, but T coddn+find
the button 4o do i+

53



So T called +he £ ||'3‘\+d+|ehclah+ahcl asked him
where the button was. Buthe +old me the seats
in our row didn +4iH-back because -lhey'd block +he

emer‘sehcy row.

Now T was starting +SOWEAT. T ‘l'\'\ous)n‘r
Tdreada rmagazine o take my mind of f feelihs
-h‘aﬂxé , butthe oh|7/ -ﬂ\ihs in the seat ‘Jocke-l‘
was a catalog for all this steff no one needs.

Snoozos

When you just can’t sit through that
boring meeting, Snoozos glasses make
you look wide awake ...even when
you’re anything but!

Pizza Blanket

Night-time cravings? Satisfy them with the Pizza
Blanket, edible bedding that’s warm AND tasty!

Comes in pepperoni, extra cheese, and
anchovies.
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Phone Bubble
Protect your phone on rainy days with
this clear plastic bubble!




The ‘)eo‘Jle on either side of me were wa-ich'hs a
movie, so T figured T'd um my screeh on and

check itout. “The movie looked like a comedy, but
my hea&?\\ohes were in m7/ {)as, and itwas hard
+o understand whatwas goihg on without them.

T c‘-\o\hsec} the channel 4o see whalELSE there
was to watch. One channel had a show for lit+le
kids, and the baby next o me gotinterested in
whatwas on my screen. And when T changed it
+o SOrve‘ﬂ\ihs else, the kid starte BAWLING.
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When T changed the channeBACK,, the baby
S‘bﬂ)eé cry.'hs.

T guess T would ve beerOK with letHing +he kid
wa’rc}\ -Pne s‘\ow ) bot -ﬂ\e screen waVAY oo

close fo my face. And the colors on the show were
so bn’s}ﬁ thateven when T ‘>u+ on the eye mask
thatwas in the seat Pocke‘r, T coddTILL

See eVery'ﬂwihs thatwas }\a‘)‘)ehihs.

When the show -fihally ended, the bdby started
cryihs again. Butthere was nWAY T was
gonna keep wartching the show on repeat{or +he
restof the night.

So T decided i+was the \Der-F ecttime Jo take my
shif+ up in firstclass.

56



But Rodrick noticed T was +ryih3 to make a

move, ahd he so+ou+of his seatbefore Thad a
chance 4o. And once he was up in firstclass, T
knew T'd have 4o waita while before T coud Swap
places with him.

When Momand Mahhy came back 4o 4heir seas,
T saw the door to the cock‘)i-r open behind -lhem,
and the ‘>i|0+ s-leWeJ out.

T ‘ﬂ'\ousH'-ﬂ\ere m's}\‘r be some kind of an
EMERGENCY, so T Pressecl the button and
asked the f lis}rfaﬁehchh-rwhﬁwas goingon.
He said the ‘>i|o+ Jus+heeclecl 1o stretch his less
and use the bathroom, and the co-\>i|o+ had
eVel'y‘ﬂ-\ih 9 uhder control.



T didntlike the factthatwe were down 1o one
\m'lo+, even if it was just for a few minutes.

Persomlly, T don++hink two pilots ENOUGH,
even when -ﬂ'\ey’reBom in the cock‘)H‘. T guess
the idea is thatif one of themhasa hedr-l‘d-Huck,
then +he other one is SUP?OSeJ 1o f |7 the plane.

But T asked +he £ |i3}\+ attendantwhat haﬂ)ehs
if 4he OTHER‘)ilo’r freaks outand hasa heart
d‘H‘de, ‘oo.

The flightattendant told me not+o worry,
because these Plo\hes are so Hsh-‘h’-c)n -ﬂ\ey can

Pr‘ac-ﬁcally f |7ITHEMSELVES.
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Well, T've heard Pilo‘l's make a lotof mohey,
soif whatthe £ IESH aHendantwas sayihs is
TRUE, then this coud be the career fofE.

Once the \7:'|0+ 30+ou+o1': +he bathroom, T
'Fa'sur‘eé i+woud be a Sood idea for me o go, too.
The ohly Problem was, the man +o my n'usas
dslee\) ,and T coddn+ getover the v without
wakihs him up- So T went/NDER him, and
believe me, thatwasn+a lotof fun.
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T walked toward the frontof the Plahe, but
before T even gotto the first-class section, the

£ 3}\+ aHendanttold me tha+ economy passengers
"\o\Ve ‘o use +)ne restroom in +\~BACK.

The bathroom in the economy section was really
small, bu+beih3 in there was HUNDRED 4imes
beHer than being stuck in my seat. Twas sort
of like a tiny li+le aPar’rmeh‘rI had all 4o mysel-f .

AAAHHH!
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Th science class, we learned thatwhen human
waste gets c}r‘oﬂ)ed outof an dir\')lahe tolet, i+
freezes solid. Some 9y in my fown once found a
chunk of waste that fell froma Plahe, and he
‘f)nous‘\‘l‘ twas METEORITE.

T Hhink 4he Quy was \woyihs 1o sell i+for a lotof
mohey, butonce the ‘ﬂ\ihs thawed he found out
whathe had was -hrhs\lly worthless.

)
-------
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Once T was settled into the bathroom, T £ isu‘eci
there was ho reasoh +o a° back o my seat. So
whenever someone ELSE came dlohs fouseit, T
Just made bathroom noises unil -H\ey wentaway.

One person mustve r‘edlly needed o a°; because

+)ne7 shook the door handle so hard that T
+)nou3}\+ i+ m's}rl‘ dc-lmlly breakOFF. Then -l\we)'
went away. Buta few mnutes later, the whole
BATHROOM shook.

Y/
n 7

//n
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Whoever this was heeded 4o use the bathrooma

lot more ‘l')mh T JEJ, o1 O\Dehec; ‘“\e door. But
there was no one | HERE.. That's when T realized
rt wasn’tjus-r +the bathroom s‘mkihs, +was the
whole PLANE.

T ‘H'\ous}ﬂ' we rustVe landed in the water or lost
ah enghe or SOrve‘tHhs. Butthen the ?Elo’r came

over ‘ﬂ\e infercom.

b HEH HEH. FOLKS, WE JUST HIT
> LITTLE PATCH OF BUMPY AIR.




Thatdidn+ sound right VE. T figured what
REALLY }m\)\)ehed was thatthe pilot fell asleep
in his seatand kicked the steering wheel or
mrveﬂwihs, and -Pneh ‘\e care up th -lh's “bumvy
air” excuse. Because thatEXACTLY what T'd
do if T were in the same situation.

. iQo

T guess the f lis}ﬂ' atendantcoud see that T
was ‘)re-Hy ratled. He said we were Justgoing

-Pnroush a lite “furbdence,” which was Perfec-ﬂy
hormal fora f ||'3}\+ like his.
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Well, if this kind of thing RIORMAL, +hen
there’s no chance T'mever becomn ga pilot.
Becawse if T were £ I)'““S +he Plahe, T'd be outof
there at+he first sign of 4rovble.

The £ lis\\‘l‘ aHendantold me T needed +o retum
to my seatand buckle up- Butwhen T 3o+{>ack
there, itwas alr‘edcly occu‘m'ecl.

| zzzzj 2/222

~eo ®

T didn+want+o move -ﬂ\e bdl))’, becavse T knew i+
would Jus+wake vp and s-hz\r+cr>/ih3 again.
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So T went vp to the frontof the Plahe 1o kick
Rodrick outof firstclass and letIMdeal with

the {)aby. But T coddnBE T 4o him. One of the
wheels on the beVer‘ase carthad broken because of
the furbdence, and itwas blockihs my way.

T wasovtof o‘rh'ohs, s0 T wentback o "‘7’ seat.
Dontask me how, but T was ac+uall7/ able +o get
an hour or 4wo of slee‘). And T was sotired, T
didnteven wake vp when we landed.
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TuesJaz
T was so worried about 3e+h'h3 +\~\rou3h the

£ SH' +hat T never ‘ﬂ\ousH aboutwhere we were
ddmlly GOING. Butwhen T sie‘)?eé of f 4he

Flahe, itwas like walkihs into a whole new world.

Tve goth adm, as soon as T fel-r-lhq-Hro‘)ical
air hit my skin, T coud understand why Dad was
so eager to escape Hhe cold back home.



We gotour |u33d3e of f the conveyor beHrin
bo\%qse claim, then followed the signs o where a
bis shuttle bus was waiting.

L% [ =9
Bl

Even -ﬂ\ous}\ the air outside felEREAT, +he
air-conditioning on the bus felteveBETTER.
Ahc} Hhe seatsin this -ﬂ\ihs were hicer than the

onesin firstclass.
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Once all the passengers boarded 4he bus, we headed
+o the resort. Avideo Plo?lecl on the overhead
ronitors, and i+was about &AILL IONimes

more fun than the ohe on the plane.

The video showed all the cool activities at+the
resort, and T wanted +o do theALL.

One of 4he activities was swirming with Jolv\\ihs,
and tha+ts some‘i)nihs TVALWAYSwanted o do.
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Butthere was a bunch of O THER stuf f that
looked cool, +o0. T was )no\m'hs +\~\e7/ m'sH letus
COMBINE acHivities so T coud do eVery-ﬂ\ihs
before we had +o 9P back hore.

T feltkind of bad for beihs so hegative about
this trip up until then, and T tumed around +o
+ell Mom and Dad T was sorry. ButTwish T
had just keptwatching the video instead.




When we stepped of f the bus at+the resort,
the staff sree+eJ us and handed Mom and Dad

frozen drinks.
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We gave our bo\ss 1o these 3“7'5 weanhs white

sloVes, and ‘ﬂ\e)’ said -ﬂwefcl take them Jirec-Hy +o

our room. Ah& I SO‘Hu say, I walIPRESSED.

‘\

We went+o the frontdesk, and the |ac}7/ there
ex\)lo\ihec} how eVery'ﬂwihs worked. She said the

resortwas ‘all-inclusive,” so we didn +need +o use

co\s\-\ or creditcards.

n



The way we Pai& for stff was with these Plasﬁc
cards that dovbled as our room keys.

Mom and Dad +old the r‘ece‘aﬁohis’r-ﬂ\ey wanted
1o S‘hay in the same bu’l&ihs ‘ﬂ\e)/& S‘hayed in for
Fheir honeymoon, but-the lady said the resorthad
CHANGED since hen. She said thatnow, the
resortwas splitinto two halves, the “Wid Side”

and the “Mild Side.”

The ‘)ldce Momand Dad had s-hayecl was on the
Wild Side, and kids aren+allowed over there. So

she showed us where our bu‘lcl.'hs was on the rap.
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T codd +ell Dad was Jisa?‘)oih-lecl {)7/ the c\mhses,
butMom said i+waBE T TER +his way. She said
this was dFAMILY-ln'\), and we didn+tneed %

be around a bunch of young couples partying,

dh7Wd7’.

Tdidnt r‘eally carewWHICHside of 4he resort
we were on, because itlooked o me like both sides
had the same basic stff. What T r‘edlly cared
aboutwas the ROOM.

Usually when my fam'ly s-hays ata hotel, we all
share a room, and T have +o slee‘> on a cotora
sofa bed. So T was prety shocked 1o find outwe
were in aSUITEwithPLENTY of Space.

™



There were 4wo rooms in the sute. We all had +o
share one ba-l)nroom, but me and Rodrick each had
our own BED, which was the main -H\ihs. AlT
can say is, Mom and Dad mustve Jro\)\)eclLDT
of mohey on this trip.

There wasa TVin the room T was s\mn'hs with
Rodrick, buteven beHer than that, there wasa
ROBE in the close+.

N
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T called +he robe n's)n-r away, but Rodrick didn’+
even f is}rl‘me forit.

Rodrick always makes fun of me when T wear
Mom's robe back athome. But T think robes are
COOL, and 4here are a lotof avys outthere
who woud agree with me on +ha+.

The shower in the bathroom walHUGE, and all
the floors and sinks and eVery‘IHhs were made of
marble. There was a T Vabove he bathtub, and
there was even dPHONE hext+o the toile+.

T -f-surec} if T coud getroom service delivered +
-Pne ba-l)nroom, I'J )MVe eVery'ths I needed in

ohe \)ldce.
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Fromthe bo\lcohy in Momand Dad’s room, T coud

see the ‘)ool over on the Wild Side of the resort,
and itwas reo\lly bis.

T+ wasn’+Jus+ some regular ‘Jool, either. T+
looked kind of like a river and had all these islands
in the middle of i+. Mom said itwas ohe of 4he

biggest “free-form” poolsin hwORLD.
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T was ‘>r‘e+|7 excited about ‘ﬂwl‘, becavse T
knew we had the same +)nih3 o OUR side of the
resort. T wanted 1o go check itout, but first T
heeded +o c"\dhse my clothes.

T wento open the big sutcase, butitwas
LOCKED. T asked Dad for the key, buthe
said our sutcase didn HAVE a lock. Dad looked
athe ‘has on the sutcase, and ithad someone
ELSE’S nare on it.

?

TH4umns ovtwe had acci&eh-hally srdbbed the
wrong sufcase from bdﬂ@‘“se claima+the airport.
Before i+was oo late, Dad called the airline to
see if -ﬂwey still hadOUR suitease.

18
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Buthe Peoyle at+he airline said that since no
one had claimed our bds, itwas sentback +o the

address on the lu%ase tug.

KT 11
THwasn+a TOTAL disaster, -ﬂ\ous)n We'd moved
some clothes from the {)53 surtcase o our carry-on
bo\ss back at+he air\)or’r, sowe had a few -lh'hss.

of OTHER stf?. My flip-flops and sunglasses
were in the bis {)43, dlohs with a bunch of other
-Pnihss Thad ‘mckecl. Dad said -lhey sell +he
stuff we were missing athe resort store, sowe
wentdown 1o check itout.
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Bu-l'eVery'ﬂwihs in the store cost five times as
much as itwoud Ve back hore, and Dad said he

wash gonha \my -ﬂ\ose Pn'ces.

Mom said we coud wear he same clothes every de
and wash them ourselves. So the ohly -l*\\ihs we
bousH'ih there was a bottle of sunscreen and a
Toy pai and shovel for Manhy 4o use at-the beach.

Mom said i+'s reo\lly importantto wear sunscreen
ata Plo\ce like this, because i+'s so close 4o the
equator. But she didn+have 4o convinc®1E. Tve
seen what the sun can do +o your skin ) and T

don+wanna look like a raisin when T molder.
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'ﬂwFs +he reason T s‘>ehcl as much time indoors
as T can. And later on in life, all my friendsare
gonha wish THEY had, +oo.

T -ﬂ\ous)nﬂ\\e factthatwe came Jun'hs Christras
break meantwe d have the ‘)lace foourselves. But T

guessa lotof PeoPIe had the exactsame idea.




T+ wasn'ﬂus-r +hePOOL thatwas crowded,
-I"nou3\\ There were VeovlaEVERYWHERE. T
was really Iookih3 forward + relaxing in the hot

+ub unil T saw it.
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We found a few lomse chairsin 4he shade and put
our st £ down. You coud tell itwas the middle of
winter, because\jus-r about everyone looked outof

sha‘)e,Juﬁ like me.




EVery once in a while, T 4hink about exercising
and geting real|7l boff. Butin the future, T
bet everyonhe will Just be able +o take a Pill and

3e+ fitwithout }mvihs to exercise, ahyway.

Beihs in great s}m‘)e will BENORMAL, and
all the ?eovle whARENT fit will be the ones
eVeryohe’s atracted 4o. Soif T Jus+ stick with

my currentexercise Plah , Tlibe all set.

T i




The ‘)ool was +oo crowded o 90 Swimming, so T
decided to Justputa towel over my head and
catch up on some slee\).

Even -ﬂ\ous}\ itwas hot out, Hhere was a hice
breeze, and T started o drif tof f. Butright

in the mddle of my nap, Some guy showed up and
runed the whole vibe.

WHO'S READY TO \*

=R

& el
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This v called himself the “Director of Fun,”
and dﬂ)dr‘eh‘l'ly )nisJob was to get eVerybody
MOVING.
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Uh-forhha-lely, 1his Quy was sood athis Job ,and
somehow he ro‘JeJME into one of the activities.




Bu-I'I wis)nec} }\eHADN'T, because -ﬂ\er'e was a
lot more -louch'hs than T was comfortable with.

ﬂgﬂJﬂJDUA
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After the conga line ended, the Director of Fun
said the next activity was the “Treasure Dive,”
and itwas Just for kids. T wasntinterested

in Joihs Sorme s+u‘>|J kiddie i‘\\ihs, so T satback
down. Butwhen he haded outa gont bucketof
COINS, that got my attention.

He +old all us kids +o line vp atthe edse of the
‘>oo| , and then he started tossing giant handfus
of cash into the water. And itwasnta bunch of
PENNIES, ei‘ﬂ\er‘.
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T4was dimesand c‘mr-lers, and Tm Preﬁy sure
T saw someSILVER DOLLARS in there, 4oo.

B}l the time the bucketwas em‘rly, there mustve
been four hundred bucks si+'h'h3 atthe bottom

of the \)ool. EVeryohe waited alohs the edse
for the Director of Fun +o blow his whistle.




When he did, i+ was a total free-for-all.

T mhased +o 3e+a{>ou++Wo dollars in coins on
"‘7’ first &EVe, and T Pu’r-ﬂ\em athe edse of the
pool near my lounge chair. But some sneaky kid
swoo\)e& in and cleaned me out.

He v:s:’i' +he ONLY cheater, -ﬂ\ous)n Sore kid
in the \)ool was ac+ual|7/ wean'thNTS, and he
stffed Nis \)ockei'sFULLof coins.
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‘“-wl‘ gave eVeryoheELSE-lhe sare idea ) and now
kids were stuff ihs cons w}\er‘eVer‘ -ﬂ\eﬁOULD.

When itwas all over, T think T ended vp with
aboutthree bucksin c}mhse. Afterthe kidscleared
outof the Pool, T fisurecl itwas a sood time o
getin the water and %P fora relaxing swir.



T fonda s\w&y spotin the pool and leaned
dsaihs-l‘-ﬂ\e wall. Butthen T heard some rustiing
in the bushes behind me, and all of a sudden T
was face—to-face with SOme-ﬂ\ihs thatlooked like
itcame S‘Irm's‘\‘l‘ from Jurassic Park.

T was outof there so fast T ac‘rual&(IPPED

across -ﬂ\e water.
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T +old the lifesmr‘cl there was some kind of
DINOSALR athe eclse of the pool and he
heeded +o clear everyone outof there before
Someone so-H-l\RT.

Butthe lifesmr‘cl didn+even seem fazed. He said
the gant lizard was Just adGUANA, and -H\ey're
all OVER the resort. “Then he said tha+ sometimes

the iguanas even like +o P fora Ji\) in the ‘>oo|.

Well, tha+ c)nahseJEVERYTHING for re. M}/
feelihs on gant lizards s ‘ﬂ\d‘r‘lhey shoud be in a
Z00, not mingling with us human beings.

T wasDONE with the pool, so T asked Momif
we coud get some lunch.



She ﬂwous)n-r-thﬁwas a 300& idea, and we found
a Plo\ce heo\rby thathad an outdoor patio.

But+he outdoor -ﬂ\ihs ended up beihs a Pr‘oblem.
Firstof all, there werent justiguanas at+his

Place. There were seckos, salamanders, and who-

knows-WHAT -else ‘)eek-'hs outof the bushes.

T+ wa5h’+Jus+LIZARDS, either. ﬂ-\er'e were
SLUGS, 400, and we had 4o kee? f |ickih3 them
of f the table with our utensils.

The waiter PoureJ us glasses of water froma
pitcher, but Momtold vs all not o drink i+,

She said our stomachs aren+used 1o the microbes
in the water down )nere, so we needed to 3e+
BOTTLED wader instead.
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But Dad said he'd bEINE because he's traveled
all over the Vldce and his stormach coud handle
ANY THING.

T wasnt gonha risk it) ‘ﬂwoush T ordered a can
of soda and Pou“eJ itinfoa slo\ss, and T gota
burser and some § ries, ‘oo.

When our food came, a few birds landed in the
trees around our fuble. At first T wdOK with

i, because when the birds flew in, the lizards ran
back into the bushes.




Then a bird thatlooked like ithad an thWeJ
les or some-ﬂ\ihs started }xo\)\)ihs around on the

srouhc} hear our table.
U AWK 9 «)\ — ; % . ‘(y;‘ :_%
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Butitwasall a biJRICK. The second we
tuhed our heads 1o look a+the bird on the
groind, all he OTHER birds swooped in and
wentafer our food.




We chased the birds of £ ) butnotbefore -ﬂ\ey
30+de7/ with half our food. “The ohly -H\ihs
the birdsDIDN'T 4ouch was our drinks. T+
didnt matter, +)“°“3“ Some sluss were \\el‘m'hs
themselves +o my soda, but luckily T noticed
them before T ook a si‘>.

T ‘H'\ous}ﬂ'-ﬂ\is Place was SUP?OSeJ o be
PARADISE, but so far itwas INIGHTMARE.

Al T wanted o do was ae back 4o the roomand
STAY +here, but Mom said we were Justgeting
started exploring the resort. Then Dad said he
wanted to %P back 4o the room, ‘oo. He said he
wash’hfeelihs so hotand we could all Probably use
some restafter that flight.
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We headed back +o our bleihs, but Dad had +o
make o pitstop at the restroomin the lobby.
ﬂ\eh }\e }\dcl § o) scAGAIN in -ﬂxe {)d-l\-\r‘oom
hexto the g SoT guess Momwas n's)n'l'
aboutthe water.

The restof the Jay wash +much fun F&NY Of
us. When we -Fihdlly made itback o our suite, Dad
shuthimself in the bd‘ﬂ'\r‘oom, and Mom sen+ me
down o the store 1o gethim some medicine for
his stomach.

Buthe labels weren+in Ehslish, o1 ot
him some‘ﬂ\ihs thateitherCURES diarrhea or
CAUSES .
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‘“-\e redicine didn +seem o work, sowe had
listen 4o Dad moaning and groaningall his)n‘h

T puton a movie in my roomto try and drown ovt
-Pne sound. Bu‘l'm)/ room was opeh 8 (o) -ﬂ\e ou+side,
so ‘Pne second T tumed on -ﬂ\a_V, a buhc)n of
moths flew in and swarmed the screen.




We had 4o fum of f the televisioANDall the
larps in the sute so the moths would f! l)/ back
ovtside. Me and Rodrick ended vp spending half
the his}ﬂjus-l' sitting there in 4he dark.

T was pretty tired anyway, so T figred T'd try
1o geta good hight's sleep. Butas soon as T got
into bed, the music started up on the Wild Side of
the resort. And those Qs partied dNIGHT.

y FELIZ NAVIDAD! ]
FELIZ NAVIDAD!

The crazy -ﬂwihs is, unil that \aoih‘rI had

f orgotten thatitwas ac-hnll)Cl-Rlsm. T
didnt know where this vacation was )nedc}ed, butit
seemed 1o me thatthere was howhere 4o P b

98



We&hes&az
T ?robably cod Ve sleptfor fourteen hours, but

T was awake a+the crack of dawn because of +he
racketa bunch of -lro‘m'caul birds were mkihs n's\\-l‘
outside '")' window.

When T so+ou+of bed, Mom was alr‘eddy awake.
She said Dad spentall \m's‘ﬁ in +he bathroom
and thatwe needed 1o leave so he could catch vp
on his sleep.

T was Jefihi-lely reacly fora fresh start, so T
puton my bathing sutand headed for the door.
ButMom said me and Rodrick needed o make our
beds and S‘h‘dis)n‘ieh vp +he room.



T reminded Momthatwe were on vacation, and
the maid service woud handle that for us. But she
said thatwe werent gohha live ikANIMALS

Jus-l‘ because we were on vacation.

Y %&W

T +old Mom 4hatthe best partof being on

vacation was }mvihs sormeone else clean vp after
you, but Mom said tha+his week we were gonha
clean vp af+erOURSELVES. Then she PuHhe
“Do Not Disturd” sigh on the door so the maid

woudn +even come into the room.
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T asked Mom how we were 5u‘>‘>OSeJ to get clean
fowels and sheets, and she said we'd wash them in

-Pne ba-Pnroom sihks, -ﬂ\e same way we were wasHhs

our clothes.

SoMomwasn 1 jokingaround aboutus doing our own

lo\uhdry. Tn fact, Mahh)'was in the sink scrubbing
a ‘mirof Dad’sunderwear,and T'm prettysure he
wasusing Rodrick’s toothbrush to doit.

Persohally, T think 4he best ‘ﬂ\ihs about s-luyihs
in a hotelis getting clean towels and sheets every
Jo\y. ButMom said hotels P ‘“'\r‘ous}\ a fon of
lo\uhclry Je-rerseh-h and if we revsed our fowels and

s}\ee‘?s, we d be savin 9 ‘ﬂ\e environment.
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Thats when T noticed there were cards all over
the bathroom thatmade you feel au Hy about
dskihs for clean stuff.

Please consider your impact
on the environment before

asking for fresh towels.
Do you REALLY
need your
sheets washed?
Using one fewer @ :, -

sheet of toilet paper
could save a life. /

Mom said we should all head down +o the beach,
but T wanted 4o }mhs back and tuke a shower.

‘ﬁwe truth is T wanted o take WE n
-Pner‘e, and T knew if she wasin the sute, she'd
hassle me about using oo much hotwater.
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W\m was cr‘azy d{)ou++)ne s‘\ower was -ﬂm+ itwas
com\ale-lely open o +he outdoors. T+4ook a mnute
§ (o) 3e+USED‘b +)m+, because T was worried
someone m s\ﬁ‘ Veek over the wall.

B é
Z

LI L

BRI
=T ]
T guess there are PeoPIe who are comfortable

beihs naked n's)n-rou’rih +he opeh, buttrust me,
T'mnotone of them.

T dontthink i+s n'sH +hat you'rBORN
naked ) because r‘isH away 7/ou’re Pu’r in ah
en&dmassihs situation.
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Once T so+usecl o this open-air shower +\~\ih3,
-I"nou3\\ , T wasADDICTED. “The shower had
all these dif ferent setings, like "\)ulse" and
"mssase." T 4ried ou+eVer>/ sihsle one, but
“rainfall” was Probably my favorite.

T mustve s’myecl in fhere for 'For’ly—fEVe minutes.
When T was done ) T stVPeJ outof the shower
and puton my robe. Butwhen T ried 4o puton

my n's)n+ sl-'ﬂ)er, there was Some-t}\ihs blockihs
"‘7’ foot.
e WY o N 1N

' i

It
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T held the sli‘>‘>er vp and shook i1, and a gant
SPIDER Jroﬂ)eJ out.

This was nolORDINARY S\aicler, -H\ous\-\. That
-I'Hhs was as {)-'3 as m}-lAND. When it fell o
the floor, T climbed up on the sink so T wasn™+

on the same level as i+
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Tvehada -ﬂ\ihs about s‘m'der‘s ever since T was
seven years old. One summer when T wasin our
garage, T fond some-ﬂ\ihs in the comer that
looked like a cotton ball, and T Pokec} twith o

broom handle.

Well, i+wasn +a cotton ball. THwas b GG SAC,
and itwas filled with thousands of ba{>§PIDERS.

When T started school in the fall, 4he teacher had
us fill outworksheets where one of the questions
was whatwe wanted o be when we arew up.

EVerybocly wrote ‘astronaut and ‘Veterinarian” and
and st £ like that. ButnotiE.
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What’s your favorite color?

BLUE

What’s your favorite animal?

DOG

What do you want to be when
you grow up?

EXTERMINATOR

Nowaclays, whenever T see a s‘m'cler‘, i+ 4akes me
ri 3"\+ back 4o when T was seven. T don+even like
READING about spi ders.

T+l you this—if T were one of the characters
in “Charlotte’s Web,” it would ve been a Very
shortbook.




Tf isurec} withMY luck, the gant s‘m'cler on
the bathroom floor wasVENOMOUS. T've
read that some sp'clers bite +heir Preys +hen

wrap them up so -ﬂ\ey can eat+hem alive, which
does NOT sound like a whole lotof fun.

For some reason ) the s‘m'&er wash + mkihs a move.
Either u'+-ﬂ\ou3)n+ i+ was camouf| lasecl on the marble
floor and T coddnSEE it, or it was drying o
figure ovtwhatto do next, justlike T was.

T ‘H'\ougH about -ﬂ\rowihs my slipper atit, bt T
was hervous 1 m's}\‘l‘ miss and make FAAD. And
even if TDIDhitit, the slipper \arobably wouldn +
have done o\h)f Jdmse +o this ‘ﬂ\ihs.
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T called out for Dad o come %elP e, butall

T so-l'bo\ck was a weak groan fromhis bedroom.
Thatswhen T remembered th&HONE. T dialed
ALL , but T just got some prerecorded message.

E—> EL NOMERO QUE HA MARCADO
NO ESTA DISPONIBLE.

The ?\\ohe had all these other buttons, butnone
of the o‘rh'ohs were a srea‘r fit for the situation

Twasin.So T \)ressecl +the one for “Room
Service, because T -f-sured +hatwas close ehws\\.

Q |4

WAKE-UP CALL CONCIERGE ROOM SER

1 | 2 ABC )(3 DEF

-~ HI ( 5 JKL] fé MNO
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A lacly answered, and T +old her about the s‘m'c}er
Pr‘oblem and how T needed her 4o send someone
QUICK. Buteither T was -halkihs oo fastor

there was some lo\hsuase confusion, because all she

ke‘rf askin 9 for was rn)BREAKFAST order.

eggs and a side of bacon. T }\oheS‘Hy didn+care
WHAT ook +o get someone to core, as l°h3 as
-Pney came FAST.

When T }\uhs up the P‘\ohe ) the noise Jol‘ied the
sPiJer, which ran across the floor and s-loﬂ)ed
righttin front of +he sink.

Now his -Pnihs was eVerCLOSER, and T was
+oo scared 4o move.
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T stood frozen for about fifteen mnutes, barely
breathing. Butthen the V\wohe rang, and the sound

sw\arised me 5o mxch T almostlost my balance.

THwas the room service waiter- He said he had
come 1o our suite +o deliver my food, butthere
wasa Do Not Disturd” sish on +\~\e Joor‘, so ‘\e
tumed around and wentback 4o the kitchen.

m



T Hold him 40 comBACK 4o the room and thathe
had \)erm'ssioh 1o kick down the door if he wanted.

When T }whs up the V‘\ohe , the s‘m'&er‘ sharted
r‘uhhihs around dsm'h ) and T was worried itwas

genha fu'sur‘e outwhere T was and come 3e+ me.

T looked around o see if there was ahfﬂwihs T
could use DEFEND myself ) buthe ohl)' 'ﬂ\ihs

within arms reach was a sldss on the sink.

T realized thatif the S\m'cler came close ehous)n )
T mightbe able ol RAP+. Sure enough, it ran

r‘ish-fbeheaﬁ\ me. Ahd when itdid ) T mhasecl
o Jr‘o‘a the sldss on 1‘0\7 of it.

_ L |lg,
1) e
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The sPiJer‘ wn'%leé around inside the slass, butit
coudn’t getOUT. T gotdown of f the sink real
slow and backed out of +he bathroom, kee\)ihs one
eye on +he s‘m'der‘. Butwhen T tuned 4o leave, T
smashed rightinto theWAITER.

All 4he noise 3o++)ne s‘m'cler moVing again, and
it ook the glassW/ITHi+. At first T wasn+
worried, because itwas still -lra??eé inside. Then
i+crawled over theDRAINwhere +he floor
&iﬂ)ed down a litle, and that gave it just
ehoush space to wissleOUT .
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‘ﬁm‘l"s when T found outthe room service su)/ had
the same \)roblem with sPiJers that+ T did.

T knew itwas up to me Yo deal with this -H\ihs,
so T 4ried 4o Arap it with the cover for +he food.
Butthe S\)iJer was Zigzagging alDVER +he
Flace , and itwasn+ easy.




F’hdlly, T caus)m the s‘m'cler b}/ pinhing itagainst
the wall. T didn'+ r‘edlly know what+o SNEXT,

because the second T lifted the food cover, that
-Pnihs was gonha be of f and mhhihs dsm'h.

Then T noticed thatone of the s‘m'c}er's |e35 was
sﬁck-’hs )no\lfway out from under the lid.

WU

T 4ried 4o move the lid +o cover the whole s‘m'cler,
bt T guess T Pr‘essecl oo hard, because the |e3
fell OFF.

The sPiJer‘ Jr‘oﬂ)ed ono the floor, and now it
was goingNUTS. T was runhing around on y

Fiprtoes, drying o make sure T didn+ oB81T.

us



Then the s‘JiJer rade HUGE mistake. T+ climbed
onto the rimof the toilet, and T knocked i+in
the bowl with my sli\a\)er and sammed the lid shut

ﬂ\eh ‘ﬂ\e room service 317/ -Fihis}xecl itoff.
™ s '
v 0 freg
¥ Yo Uy
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ISO‘Hu say,-ﬂweiwoofusmcled Pre-l-lysood
team. And if T eveDO startthatextermnator

business, T m's)n-r have 4o look this v vp-




After my encounfer with the s‘m'cler, T was
Pr‘e-Hy eager o 3e+ou+of the room. T srdbbed
Fhe map of the resort-o find my way fo the
beach, bt T 30+|os+ and ended vp at+he wall
Fhat separa-tes the two sides.

T guess T understand ‘”}‘7' -ﬂwey’cl wahnha kee‘)
kids of f the other side. Butif 7/ou ask me, itkind
of seemed like overkill.

'Sglg:l:t::te ’Xﬁl ’ RoS ‘@J
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T started +o wonder if 4he room keys were
adwlly Hrackin 9 devices. That way, if any kids
snuck over, +)ne7 coud PU"‘G s-bP + it

When T gotto the beach, i+ wdACKEDwith
famlies. T decided +he real reason +he wall was
bultwas o Vroiec-r-l’ne couples on HOTHER

side from seeing whatwas ‘m\avehihs o R side.

Becauseif ‘ﬂ\ey knew whaﬁ\\eywere infor,there’s
ho CHANCE-ﬂwey’& have kids of their own.
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Mom had rented one of those covered cabanas for
our fam'ly +o share. T wam'-rcr‘dzy aboutthe idea
of sharing aBEDwith the restof y fam'ly. But
T tulked mysal-f into it, because atleast T'd be
outof the sun.




I remembered -ﬂ\e beac)n cabanas from -lhe Video
‘Pney ?lo\yecl on the shuttle bus. ’ﬂ\ey showed some
couvle }mvihs a romandic time wa’rch'hs the sun set.

Well, mo\ybe that's how itwas on tHO THER
side of the resort, but orO\RS, itwasa
whole dif ferent sbry
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Momold me and Rodrick she was +ukih3 Mahhy
+o the bathroom and thatwe needed +o s-ha)/ n
the cabana. Mom said she 3o++}\e lastone and if
we gave itup, SOrne{)ocly else would srdb it

One of the famlies thatwas waiting wds/AY
overdressed for the beach. T r‘ecoshize& the older
kid from +)ne Treo\swe Dive -ﬂxe de before. I
geess nobody told these people youre not supposed
+o wear winter clothes in hiheﬁy—desree weather.

This fam'ly looked like +’ne7 could really use Some
shade, and T feltkind of quity. So T 4ried noto
make eye confact.

PANT, PANT.
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EVeh‘hAlly, Mom and Manhy care back, and Manny
ran of f 1o collect seashells.

Mom broke outthe sunscreen and started puting
iton me and Rodrick. T was 3|dJ Dad wasn'+
there, because he led)’S gets mad when Mom does

-Pnihss for us thathe thinks we shoud be able +o

do for OURSELVES.
At =" i .

|
l
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T achnlly think this s all Par’rof Mom's plan.
TS igure she doesntwan+us o become oo
ihde‘)eh Jeh-h because then we won NEEDher
later on. T do think i+codBACKFIRE on
Mom, ‘ﬂ\oug}\
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Because if -ﬂ\ihss keeP oing the way -ﬂ\efre
soihs now, ‘ﬂ\ere's a soocl c)nahce me and Rodrick
will a° off to collese nhoteven khowihs how o cliP

our owh toenails.

Thisis one of the ways animals are dif ferent from
people. T school T learned thatonce a bear cb
isabouta year and a half old, is mother sendsit
outinto the wild Ho take care of itself.
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Buthuman beihss live with their parents for
el sHeeh YEARSbefore 'ﬂxefre reddy + 9P off
into the world.

Tf Trmevera parent, T gonha be like the
BEARS. Firstof all, Tmnot gonna sPehJ a lot
of time +eo\c)nih3 y kids useless informadion, like

the ABCs and colors and sha‘)es.

The second my kid is old ehous)n 1o cross the
street sa{ely and \alace an order ata fast-food
restaurant, he’s gonha be outof the house.

hn
e
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After Mom lathered Rodrick up, she fold himhe
should gt +he Teen Zone and ‘h‘)’ 4o connect
with some kids his age.
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T didntthink Rodrick woud be ih-lereS'leJ, buthe
wentto check itout. That got Mom all excited,
and she said T shoud }mhs outwith the tweens,

w}\o were on -Pne bedc‘\ Joihs a Scavenger huh-h

Butitwas ‘Jr‘e‘Hy obvious to me thatthe “scaven ger
hont' was r‘edlly /justa beach cleahu‘> in Jissu'se ,and

T JiJh'+wah+dh7PARTih that.
\ /

When Rodrick lef+ T was slacl, because that
mean+more room in the cabana fE. Buta

minute later Dad showed vp lookihs really \aale.
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T ‘H'\ous}ﬁ he m's}\‘r still be Jedlihs with stormach
issves, butitwasn +1hat. He said when he went
1o use the oiletin our room, there was a gont
SPIDER underneath the seat. So T guess we
didnt getrid of itaf4er all.

T asked Dad w}m‘l‘}\d‘)‘)eheJ\IE)(r, and he said

he whacked the s‘m'&er with a bathrobe thatwas
on the floor. So there goes any chance T'm gonha
wear 'ﬂ—lAT+}\.'n3 asaih.

T asked him if M<ILLEDhe s‘m’cler‘, and he
said he wasn+sure. He said the s?iJeVANISHED
afer he hitit.
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Well, Dad’s S‘lory Pr‘e-Hy mch smrah-ieed thatT
wouldn +be using owBA-n-ROQv\casaih , either.
Luckily, +here was an outdoor shower by the \’°°|'

Dad seemed ‘>r‘e+l>' shaken vp b}l what )naﬂ)ehecl
with the s‘m'cler, and Mom said he shoud lie

down and take a few Jee? {)red-l')ns. ﬂ-m’r's w‘\eh
Mo\hh)/ came back with his beach ‘mil ,and he
showed Mom whathe had collected.

T think Mom was expecting there +o be a bunch
of seashellsin the bucket, butitwas filled 4o the
brimwith hermitcrabs, snails, and all sorts of

OTHER lving things.
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And now these creatures were cro\wlihs all over our

MATTRESS.

Mom scoo?ecl vp the critters into the bucket
and told Mo\hh)/ he coudn’+ kee‘) these -H\ihss as
PETS, buthe didn’t seem o understand. Then

she ook the bucket down +o the water 4o le+

e

=

Mom needed a way 1o distract Mdhhy, s0 she ook
him down o the Activities Hut o see whatkind
of stff +)ne7 had for litHle kids. T wanted 4o do
more -ﬂ\o\h\jus-r lie around in a cabana all Jo?/, so

T iussecl dlohs with Mom.
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The one ac-h'va T really had my heart seton was
swimming with Jol\%ihs. And the main reason T
wanted to do THAT was so T'd have something to
rb in Rowley's face when T 30+back hore.

7N
L ]

But-the quy atthe Activities Hut said that
swimming with Jol‘ﬁ\ihs was redlly popuar and it
was -hrh:\ll)/ booked. Mom asked if we coud sigh vp
for+he NEXTJay, butthe avy 1old her itwas
sold out for the wholdWEEK.
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Thatwasn+the worst part, either. Al the really
FUN shff, |ikeJe+skiih3 and ?drdmilihs, was
ohly available on the Wild Side. And all HeAME

activities were on the Mild Side.

A B

" MILD SIDE

ACTIVITIES

DOLPHIN SWIM BIRD-WATCHING
WINDSURFING SNORKELING
PADDLE BOARDING NATURE WALK

.TURTLE HATCHING BANANA BOAT

| |
But Mom didnt seem bothered. She sishec} U Up
for T\A/Oac-ﬁviﬁes, the banana boatand the
turle }m‘kh'hs.

Mom wasESPECIALLY excited aboutthe banana
boa+. She said we could use the picture as our
fo\m'ly Christmas card and send itout 4o everyohe
when we so-l'bo\ck hore.
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T+seemed like a ‘>r‘e+|7/ comy idea ®BIE, but T

geess nothing could be as bad as the Christmas
card Rowley’s '(dm'l)’ senthis year.

.~ 7 Ho-Ho-Hope your family -..

- . hag : Merrg Chrigtmael

Mom+old me T needed 1o go get Rodrick, 50 T
used the map o find my wayy 1o the Teen Zone.
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ButT ?robo\bl)/ coud've found WITHOUT o map.

Sore of the teens were Plo\yihs v°||eyl>a|| in the

‘>oo| , and Rodrick was one of them. But the gare
was Pause& because one of the sids soﬂxer |i‘>

ring stuck in the net, and Rodrick was \wel\)ihs

her 3e+ unan slecl.




T +old Rodrick we needed +o 9° buthe didn’+
seem o be in any )nm'y o leave. T £ ihally so-l'\\im
o come with me, but T Pr‘ac-h'cally had BRAG

him away fromhis v°||e7lba|| gare.

We met everyone else down b)l the water, where
-Pne)/ were getHing fitted for life Jacke-l's. Mom
gave her camera 1o the vy who was ‘\el‘)ihs
them and asked him+o snap a Pidu‘e when we
passed by.

We gotin the water and climbed aboard the
banana bocrh which was atached toa sPeeroa‘l‘
by a rope. We gave the driver the -ﬂwmbs-u‘)
sisho\l, and we +ook of f.
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Once we lef+the shallow water, we started +o ?ick
up sPeeJ. ﬂ\e water was kind of c)noﬂ))/, so itwas
hard \\oldihs on. Then we hita {).'3 wave, and all
three of us boys wentf |>4'h3 off. The driver had
+o circle around so we coud 3e+{>ack on.

When we 30+ movihs o\sau'h , we went 'l'\\r‘oush the
area where -ﬂ\ey had a water iram?olihe, and kids
sharted usihs our banana boatas d ARGET.

PLOOSH v
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Then one s-hz‘mcl kid landed smack in the middle of
our boa+andPUNCTURED+.

The banana boatwas |osih3 air fast, and the driver
had 4o tow us back 1o shore. The v tha+Mom
gave her camera o +took a Pic‘are, bt T kind of
doubtwe're gonna use it for our Christmas card.

Seadon s Greetings
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After we dried of £, Mom said we shoud getsome
lunch. Butthe couple fromhe plane had dlr‘edcly
faken our cabana ) and ea-h'hs outdoors dsm'h
didn+ seem like such a soocl idea anyway.

| —
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T realized we hadnteaten a real meal for two

DAYS, and T didntwanna ea+ah7w)nere that T
had + worry about animals a+|uckih3 my food.

Dad said we shoud goto the sol-f clbhouse,

because itwas the ohly indoor restauranton the
resort. EVeryohe seemed 1o like thatidea, so
‘Pm-Fs w\\ere we wenht.
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Butwhen we goto Hhe clubhouse, the manager
said +\-\e7l coddn’t serve us. He said the clubhouse
had a dress code and that Quys had o wear
collared shirts and women had o wear dresses.

Dad +old +he ranager we didn HAVE Hhose
-Pnihss, and the manager said thatwe coud
Purc}mse them a+the 3.1[+ s)r\o‘). But Dad said
collared shirts cost u-f-ly dollars each and there
was noWAY he was gonha buy four of them just
so we could have lunch.

So we had 1o find another place to eat. Rodrick
wanted +oJus+ have some hot Joss in the Teen
Zone, but Mom said she wanted +o eatlunch as

a FAMLLY.
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T was prety sue -Pney served burgers and fries

athe Swirr-up bar at+he Pool , so we wentthere
4o check i+ out. But T had second 'l"\ous)n'ts about
eating at the pool once we ordered. T+was like
‘-\o\vihs a mealin a bathtub with a bunch of people

you don+tknow.

Ahc} itwasn + Jus-PEOPLE, either. 'ﬂ-\er'e was
dc‘ruo\ll)/ aMONKEY siting at the other end of
+he bar.
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Dad asked the bartender about the mohkey, and
she +old us the whole sad story. She said 4his
mohke7l used 1o live in a 563 tree on the resortwith
a buhc‘-\ of OTHERmhkeys, and ‘\e was kind

of like their leader. Butthen Y OUNGER

mohke7l came dlohs and kicked him out.

The mohkey didn+have any \alace to go, so ohe Jay
he came 1o the bar, and \DeoPIe started buyihs him
Jr‘ihks. Ahcl )ne’s been com'h3 bdck eVery de since.

T reo\lly didn "t knowWHAT 4o think after
\-\ean'hs a sbry like tha+.
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Al T knew for sure was that T didn'+ feel great
about eating lunch while sitting in mohkey water.

'ﬁ-\ere was some sortof bis s?or-ts game on the

TV, and everyohe atthe bar seemed recall)/ into
i+. But somehow Mahhy ended vp with the remote
control, and he c‘whsecl the channel 4o a show
for litHe kids.

EVeryohe wanted Mdhh)/ +o c‘\dhse +he channel
BACK, butwhen Mo\hh)/ wants to watch one of
his shows, Hrust me, there’s ho-ﬂ\ihé\NYONE
can do aboutit.
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The ‘)eo‘Jle at4he bar were rea&y RBIOT,
Mom scooPeJ Mo\hhy vp and we 30+ou+m[ there
before T even f ihis}\ecl my bu‘ser‘.

Rodrick wentback 4o the Teen Zone, and Mom
and Dad took Mahhy'h) the sute so he coud tuke

a hd?.
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T reo\lly didntwant+o ae back 4o the roomand
risk runhing into tha{SPIDER again, so T decided
b (°) sPehJ the restof the afternoon in the arcade.

T had o make the coins T'd collected in the
Treasure Dive lasttwo and a half hours. But
there were some kids in the arcade who codve
lasted for DAYSin there without s?ehclihs all of
their mohey.

When it started fo get dark, T figured T
shoud head back 4o the room. But T ran into

Mom, Dad, and Mahhy on the -Foo-i\m-lh \\alfway
between the arcade and our bu’lclihs.
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Mom said we were all gonha go down 1o a bonfire
on the beac}\, and after +\m+, we were gohha
watch the turtle )nd-}d\ihs. But firstwe needed
o find RODRICK.

This time weALL wentinto the Teen Zone +o
look for him. B)l how itwas prety dark, ‘ﬂ\ous)n,
o0 itwasn + easy to spot him. Butwhen {ID,

T don+think he was oo thrilled 4o see us.

%§
@97%3\

On the way 1o the beach, Mom 4old Rodrick +his
was a FAMILY vacation, and itwasn +the fime or

Place for "tehdse rormance.
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Rodrick said Hhis thing with the girl was
SERIOUS and ‘Pney ?lahhecl to s?ehcl as mch
time as -ﬂ\e)l could -bseﬂ\er.

T waskind of sw“)n'SeJ, becavse T ‘ﬁ\ous}ﬁ
Rodrick woud be funed of § 57' the whole idea of
romahce after sPehJihs a few Jays atthe resort.
Who knows? Md7{>e ohe &ay he'll be back 4o +his
place withHIS am'ly.

We 30+th 1o the {)edc‘\, where a bunch of
famiies had sa-i)ner‘ecl around a bonfire. Butthe
experience wash +fun because of hBUGS. At
firstitwas the ghats, which flew in our eyes

and mouths.
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Then i+was the sand fleas, which bitour ankles.
Ahc} +hen i+was -ﬂ\MOSQUITOES, which

were the size of ‘wmm'hsbirés.

Whoever came vp with the idea of calling this place
“paradise” rustve had a good sense of humor.
Back ‘\ome, \wmh beihss are a++\~\e ﬁb\) of -lhe
food chain. Butat Tsla de Corales, eVery-H\ihs
eats PEOPLE.




T was def ihHe|7/ rea&y to go back +o +he room,
because atleast THERE T ohly had +o deal
with ONEbus. Butthen the nature su'cie came
-Pnroush and said anyohe who sisheJ vp +o see the
Hurtle }\a-lc}\ihs heeded +o follow her 4o the dunes.

The nature su'ck ex‘JldiheJ whatwe were about+o
see. She said that+a mother turtle Jiss a hole in

the sand dunes and then lays eqgsin it and a few
months later, the esgi—lATCH. Then +he bdb}/
turtles head 4o the ocean.

She showed us a li+tle pile of white eqgs buried in
the dunes and said there werk OTSof piles just
like this one. She said the ?roblem was thatwe
don“+know exac-Hy\A/HEN-ihe eggs wil hatch.




T+wasDARK out, and T was afraid T was
gonnha accideh-hally step oh an eqg. So T ook o
few sﬁe\)s back to 3e+ou+o1[ the way, and when
Tdid ) SOme-l')nihs crunched under my foot.

T,

Luckily, itwas justa seashell. But sHill, my
stomach was inKNOTS.

Trmnota fan of re\a-h'les in 3eherd|, bt T
decided T woud make an exception for 4urtles.

Lets face i+ The oh|7l reason we were outthere
4o watch the baby furtles hatch was because
-ﬂ\ey're CUTE.
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Trust e, if 4his was SNAKE \mt\-\ihs, i+
would be a ﬁu‘lully dif ferent situation.

\W/// <

Justwhen T was getling rea&y +o tell Mom we

shoud SJVe up and P back o our room, the eggs
started }\d‘k)nihs ohe b}/ one.




EVerybocly got reo\lly excited, butthe nature su'de
+old us o stay quet and 3e+ou+of the way. She
said the turtles find their way fo the ocean by
seeing the moohlis)n-r ref| lecting on the wafer.

Bu-l'eVeryohe ishor‘ecl ‘l)ne hature su'cle and fumed
on their cell ?%ohes, and the camera lis)(ﬁs made
the turtles g every which way.

Mom was r‘eally enthusiastic, because she said we
were withessing the “miracle of life.” She asked
where Rodrick was, butno one knew. Dad said
Hhe last4ime he saw Rodrick, he was in the ull

grass n -H\e Juhes.
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Ahc} ‘ﬂ\d‘f’s w)nere we found Hm.

W% 7
That SHOULDVE been the end of the his\ﬁ',
butitwasn+. When we so‘l'back o the room, we
found ou+‘ﬂ'\d+l“’\dhh7/ had ‘Jocke-iecl one of the

baby'lur'l'les while noone was lookihs, soDadhad o
bn’hs i+allthe wayback tothe beach 4o setitfree.
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T guess Mom wash ++oo \wwy with the way our

fo\m‘ly Vacation was going so far, because after

break{astshe said she was gonna take a “spa Jay."

That sounded like dGREAT idea to me, and T
+old Mom T was gonha fug along. The d|Wd7’$
wanted 4o geta massage, and T f.'sured this was
my bis chance.

But Mom said she needed 4ime tERSELFand
the restof us were on our own. ﬂm‘r reatWE
had o watch Mahhy.
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Once Mom lef, the three of usried o fisu‘e
outwhat+o do. Mahhy was oo much 4o handle,
so T suggested we just drop himof f athe
Toddlers’ Cabana and let+the people who worked
there deal with him.

Dad liked thatidea, because he said he wanted
to getina workoutatthe gy He 4old me and
Rodrick we were r‘es?ohsible for geting Mdhh)/ +o

the Toddlers’ Cabana, and then he lef+.

The \M‘Pn ook us ris}\+\>ds+-ﬂ~\e wall that
separated our half fromthe Wild Side. T geess
some kids were -h'yihs fo geta ?eek atwhatwas
over there, butthe Iahdsca\)ers puta stop o it.
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T asked Rodrick whathe -ﬂwoush-l‘was on the
other side, and he said he dlr'eaclyKNE\/\/. He
said some of his friendsin the Teen Zone +old
him that+allSORTSof crazy shff goes on

over there and there's even a beach where people

sunbathe without any clothes on.

He said there’s dHOLE in the wall and if you look
+’nr‘ous)n it you can see +’ne oﬂ\er‘ side. Buﬂ;
knew Rodrick was Jus’r-lr)«'hs 1o 4rick me, because
he’s 4old me this kind of -H\ithFORE.
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One summer when we were atthe town ‘>oo| ,he

told me thatif T \Deekecl over this cinderblock
wall, T coud see into the ladies’ locker room.

Well, TBELTEVEDKim, and T Ve been -h'yihs to

erase -Pm-r imse from m7/ m'hcl ever since.

7 N~
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We brouslﬁ Mdhhy 1o the Toddlers Cabana,

and the kids inside were Mkihs puppets. T +ld
the person in c)no\rse we were Jroﬂ)ihs our liHle

brother of f for the Jd)/ and we d be back later.

The counselor said the oh|7/ requrement fora
&rov—of{ was thatthe kid was \Doﬁy--lrdihed )
and T 4old him that Mahh}rJAS.
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But Mcahhy must really nothave wanted 4o make
puppets, because he soﬂwimself outof it.
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Rodrick said T had 4o watch Mdhh)/ WYSELF,
because he was gonha go check outthe activities
in the Teen Zone. But T knew he was Justgoing
there o meet up with that g,

T wasnot }mwy thatT 3o+s+uck with Mahhy.
T didntwant1o take him 4o the beach ) because
he'd Juststart collec-h'hs petsagain.

So T +ook him 4o the Pirate Pld)l\)lace, which was
a sPlas% zone for litle kids.
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THwas ac-lmll7PERFECT, because T coud

relax on a lounge chair and kee\a an eye on Mahhy
while he \)layecl. T even ordered a sr'ille& cheese
sandwich and some french fries from a waiter who

came b}’.

But T wasntable 4o en \joy my meal. Some kids on
the mniature pirate SH\) -fisurecl outthatif ‘ﬂ\ey
blocked one of 4he water cannons, -l*\\ey coud make
the other one shootTWICE as far.
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So T had 4o move 04 lounge chair thatwas
farther away. Butwhen T satdown, T realized
T had lost4rack ofMANNY. T eVeh-lwlly
s‘JoHe& himin the mddle of the waclihs ‘)ool ,all
b}/ himsel{.

T knew T had 4o P in there and 3e+)nim, bt T
rea||7l didn TWANT 4o. With +he number of e
kidsin the \Dool, T knele XACTLY whatwas in
thatwater.

When T was little, T used 4o peein the bdb)’ ‘>oo|
all the TIME. Th fact, there'sa framed ‘7\101'0 of

me in the fam'ly room using the Pool asa Po-Hy.
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Mom says i+s her favorite picture of me, because
T look soHAPPY. But T've never 4old herwHY.

One summer, +)ne7 put some chemical in the Pool
that+uned green if anyohe ?eecl. Sothat putan
end o THAT.




T needed 'Fisur‘e outa wayibse-r-l'o Mahhy
without +ouc)nih3 the water, so T found a raf+
and a \700| noodle and Pa&cllecl out o him.

ButT ohly made it }ml{w«ay across when a bunch
of litfle kids decided i+woud be fun 4o climb onto
my raf+. T 4ried -fis}rh'hs them of £ with the
noodle, butthere were Jus++oB/\ANY of them.




Then -ﬂ\e)l tearmed vp to -fliP rOVER.

T gotManny outof the pool and +hen spent
Aweny minutes scrbbing every inch of my bod)' in
+the outdoor shower.

/4
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But five seconds after T finished Jr)«'hs off )
T was\/\/ETasdih. ﬂ\e kids in -ﬂ\e Pird-te s\m'?
figured ot thatif they pluggedl WOcanhons,
-Pne)/ could get someSERIOUS rahge.
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While T was erihs of £ SECONDime, we
bum‘)ec} into Mom. Ahcl after ‘\er‘ morhihs d‘H}xe

spa, she seemed like a whole new person.

She said thatwhile she was getling her rassage,
she came vp with dSREAT idea for how we coud
s‘JehJ time asa fam'ly. She booked a private cruse
for all of us, and she said the boatwas gonha be
athe dock in half an hour.
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Thatwasnta lotof 4ime, sowe had +o s‘>|i+u‘>

+o track down Dad and Rodrick. T +old Mom

that Dad was at+he gym so she wentthere +
3e+h'm.

T found Rodrick exac-Hy where T ex?ec-iec} o,
and believe me, he owes me for not |e+h'h3 Mom
3e+‘|b hmFIRST.

We me+Mom and Dad down at+he dock. Dad

wash ++oo ‘wﬂ)y with Mom, because a‘>‘>areh-H7/
this boat costa lotof mohey o ren+. But Mom
said itwasWORTH 1, because this cruise was

gonha be the Hs}\lisxﬁof our rip.

W}\eh T }\edr‘ -Pne word "cru'se," T ‘ﬂ\ihk of a
7ac\-\+ or atleasta souped-up saitboat.
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But+he boat+hatMom rented didn +look like
dhfﬂwihs sPecial.

‘“-\e boatcame wi-ﬂ\ its owh ca‘rluih ) T guess
thatwas SOMETHING. When we goton board,
he handed vs all |i1[eJacke+s, and af{er we put
themon, we \)dlecl away fromthe dock.

‘“-\e fir‘$+-ﬂ\ih3 T noticed was thatthe boathad
a slo\ss bottom, which T was notcomfortable with
a+ALL.
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This boat didn +look like itwas in such great
s}m\)e to besih with, so T was worried the slass

was gonha crack and we were all gonha sink to

the bottom of the ocean.

Th fact if Thad b geess, Tl bet 50% of all
sh")wrecks are glass-bottom boats justlike the

one we were on.
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Once we gotouton the ocean, the captain asked
Mom where she wanted o ge- The captain said

Hhere were some private islands we could ex\alore,

and Mom said we shoud go toone of HOSE.

Butittuned out the "Pr‘ithe" islands weren +

r‘edlly private, sowe didn+bother s’n’ckihs around.

‘ﬂ\e ca‘ﬂuih said -ﬂ\ere was a reef hedrby ﬂm
wash + usmlly crowded and we could do some

shor‘kelihs.

That mean+we'd have gointo +he actual ocean
with all the OTHER stuf f swimming around in
there, so T wasn +in love with the idea. But

hobody else seemed concerned.
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Once we gotoutto Hhe reef, the capain Jro‘)?ed
anchor, and he handed us each a snorkel, a mask,

and some f li\)\aers.

T asked if he had ah}«IARPOONSor other
weapons thatwe coud use to defend ourselves

from sharks.

He said sharks don+ 9o hear the reef S, but T said
Tdbetif -ﬂ\ey saw a defenseless fam'ly svlas)nihs
around ) -ﬂ\e)/cl be )no\ﬂ))/ fo make an exce\rh'oh.

He Hold us the reason tha+tsharks dont come near
the reefs is thatthe coral SHARPand tha+

WE shoudn++ouch it either.
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Thatwas theFIRST red £ las. Butit gota
whole lotWORSE.

He said there was a Pr‘e+|7/ soocl chance we'd see
Some s-h'hsrays unhderwater. He said itwa©K 4o
Touch their fins butwe shoud keep our thumbs
away fromtheir mouths, because ‘ﬂ\ey can mstake
them for food and bite them clean of f.

Then he said the sﬁhsrays’ Huils are poisonous, so
we shoud \)ro{)ably watch out fod HOSE, +oo.




ﬂ-\e ca‘rhaih wasr\'-rFINISHED, -ﬂ\oush. He
said there were a bunch of OTHER things we
needed +o look out for. Then he showed us what
eVery-ﬂ-\ihs looked like on a {).'3 chart.

4 A PELIGRO |

'ﬁ-\ere was some scary stff on %H}\ihs, butit
wash +the BIGGEST creatures that freaked me
out, itwas theSMALLEST one. And thatwas
the BOX JELLYFISH.
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T saw his show called “World’s Most+Venomous
Creatures,” and -ﬂ\ey had the box Jelly( ish at
the top of the list. T you getstng {;7/ ohe,

7'our‘ heartcan s-lo‘>, and then 7/ou're Preﬂy
muc)n f ihis\\eJ.

" WORLD’S MOST VENOMOUS |

//“@

\\5 BOX
i B T,

T +old Mom T didn'tthink i+was worth risking
death Justtoseea 3o|c”is¥\ in the wild. T #hink
she coud tell T was worried, but she wouldn +let
me of f the hook -ﬂ\cﬁeasy.

She said 1Jus+ heeded 4o getin the water lohs
ehous\w 1o take one -de'ly picture and then T
could get back in the boat.
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Mom still wanted tha+ ‘J\\O‘b for #he Christmas
card, and T could 4ell she wasn'+ gonha take “no

.y

e

.I» .I. -I-

for an answer.

T +old Mom T'd S‘ha)' ih just lohs ehous‘w for
ONE picture, and if someone BLINKED, that
wasJusH'oos}\ luck. She o\sreecl , and then we got
in the water one b)l one. T was the last person in.

e 7
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The caprain coddnt -Fiswe outhow 4o work Mom's
camera, and he was -hakihé: OREVER.

T really didntlike the feeling of notknowing
whatwas swimm'hs uhderneath me, So T 4ook a
Peek underwater. T'm sla& T did, because itwas
ddwlly kind of AMAZING. T coud see w)ny

Peovle liked Shor‘kelihs and scuba Jivihs so much.




A bis school of blee and green fish surounded
me, and the fish were Jar“h'hs all over the Place,
c}mhsihs direcfions two times a second.

At first T thoughtitwaCOOL, but then
T realized thatthis is how animals behave when
+)ne7’re +ryih3 o avaid PREDATOR.

T didn't see any sharks underwater, so T started
scahhihs -Pne surface forF INS.

The captain 'Fihdlly -f-sured out Mom's camera and
was reacly Yo take our picture, but T was alrea&y
swimming for the boat.
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Justthen, a sea horse swam n'sH in frontof

my mask, and it sw\an'secl me. I"\y snorkel Ji\)\)eci
beneath the surface, and T dccicleh-h:\ll)/ Yook a
HUGE. gup of water. And T'm95% sure that T
swallowed +he sea horse dlohéA/ITH it

L 2GGURP
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Now T wasin a ful-blown panic. THinkT
nis‘-\-FVe chllyDRO\A/NEDE-f the capain
hadn’+ ‘)ullecl me up into the boat.




Once T wason board, T cous)necl upa lotof

water butho sea ‘worses.

Mom climbed aboard 4o find out whatwas wrohg.
She codd see T wasn't |ookih3 o sood ,and she
+old the capain we should ae back 4o the resort
so T coud 3e+c}\eckeé ou+{>7/ a doctor. After
eVerybocbl else climbed in, we headed back.

The ride was r‘edlly c)no‘>‘>7l, and if Thadn'+
ALREADY been sick, thatwoud ve done i+

cWUG “
& & CHUG N

We made sood tire, and the ca\rluih JroPPeJ us
of f athe dock.
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He had alr‘ea&y called ahead o the resort's
doctor, who was waiting for us. When T +old him
whathad )no\\)\)ehecl , T +’nou3¥\+ foSURE he
was gonha send me 1o the nearest )nosPHuI to get
my stomach X—rayed.

Buthe checked me outand said T seemddK.
Then he told me i+ wasn’+Ver7 I.'kely T swallowed a
sea horse and T'd be Perf eC‘Hy fine.

T reo\lly didn'tlike how caswal 4his gy was beihs
aboutthe whole -lh'hs. Th fact, he seemed a lot
more concerned with Momand Dad 4han he did
with ME.
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The doctor took a look atthem and said i+
looked like -Pney were seasick. Then he gave +hem
each a \)ill and said +)ne/cl feel beHer after +\~\e7l
gota li+Hle rest.

Al T can say is, if dhfl\wihs )na\)\)ehs +o me later
on, T )noPe this doctor knows he had a chance +o
DO something about it, but DIDNT.

Mom and Dad found a few emw |wn3e chairs b}/
the \)ool , and we sa+ down o rest.
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Butthen the Director of Fun came -ﬂ\r‘oush with
a conga line, and he tried o getus o join.
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He coldn+4ake a hint, -ﬂ\ous)n, and ke\ﬁcir'clihs
our area. Buthe s+o‘>‘>ed cold when he noticed
something in Mdhh)l's pail.




T+looked tM™E like a clear Plns-h'c bo«s f loating
in the water. Butthe Director of Fun lif4ed the
\mil 1o take a closer look.

T4+4umed ovtitwasn+a Vlas-h'c bas AL T+
was a JELLYFISH. And not Jus+ANY
Jellyf ish, either. T+was cBOXJellyf ish.

The Director of Fun ran +o the nearest Ih[esunrd,
who started blowihs her whistle. Then all the
other ifeguards started blowingTHEIRS. And
you have never seen so many people 3e+ou+of a

pool soFAST.
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P’\)/ -fo\m'ly decided it m's)n-rbe a sood idea forus
To getout of there, +oo.

On our way back 4o the room, we noticed tha+
Rodrick wasn+with us. Mom -ﬂ\ous)n-r he Pr‘obdbly
snick of f 4o hang outwith that girl, butwhen
we went+o the Teen Zone, he wasn+there.

Thats when we realized hobocb/ had seen Rodrick
in aWHILE. Th fact, T didn+tremember him
beihs on the boa+ride back fromthe reef. And
heither did Momor Dad.
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Thatmeanthe was stilOUT 4here.

Sowe ran back 4o the dock as fastas we coud.
Our boatwas alr‘eacly outon another trip, but
Mom talked 4o +he v who o‘>erd-|ecl the banana
boa+and told himwhat ‘mﬂ)eheé. We climbed on
board the sVeeroa-b and he ook us to the reef.

Sure ehous% , we found Rodrick exdc-l'ly where we
lef+him. He wasALIVE, buthe was as red as
o LOBSTER. '
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When we so-l'bdck o the resort, the doctor

said Rodrick had sun poisoning and needed +o
drink lots of water and get sore rest. Then he
gave Moma bottle of aloe o ‘\elv Rodrick with

his bumn.

Butthe aloe didn+ reo\lly seem to \\eIP Rodrick.
Mom sent Dad o the store 4o find something that
woud, and we s‘>eh++¥\e restof the his‘ﬁ‘lukihs
Humns rubbihs popsicles on Rodrick’s back.




ﬂ-\e hext momihs, Dad wentovtto 3e+dho+}\er‘
box of Poysicles, and he came back with some
news. He said ‘ﬂ\ey had drained the whole ‘)ool to
find the jellyfish, and they were just starting o
refill i+. Butitwoud be threDAYSbefore i+

was reacly o use.

T ‘H'\ous}\’r +woud be smart for us +o hide outin
the suite for the restof the trip, because Peovle
would be lookihs forthe -fdm'lyw)no runed eVeryboJ)l
else’s vacation. But Mom said we weren+ gonha

spend the rest of our time indoors.
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She told Dad he shoud take Manhy o the Pirate
Play\)lace , and she +told me +o see whatacivities
were Plo\hhed in the Tween Zone.

Tdidnt reall7l want+to go back outthere, but T
guess i+was better than n'skihs another run-in

wi-ﬂ-\ -H-\e s‘m'cler.

T wentdown +o the Tween Zone, }xo‘m'hs the
ac+ivi-l7/ m‘s}w be a video gpme comperition or
some-ﬂwihs like that. Butthe counselor was
r‘othihs everyohe vp fo \)ld)TENNIS.

Atfirst T ‘ﬂ\ougH dbou’r-hn\ihs around, because
T wasntin the mood +o get all swea-iy.

183



Then T rererbered that Rowley Plays fenhis at
his country club, and T thought it mightbe fun
for me 1o learn so the two of us coud hit some balls

dr‘ouhc} over ‘I')ne Summer,

The counselor who was organizing Hhe gare was
named Rocln'so, and he +ook us over o the
fennis courts.




T -ﬂ-\ous}ﬂ'koén'so was soihs b () s’m)/ and feach
us how +o \)lay. Buthe second we were all ‘l'\\rous)n
the gate atthe fennis court, eOCKED:+.
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That's when T realized these “activities” were
Justa way to getkids out of their parents” hair

for a few hours.

‘nwe fenhis courtwas a 3&ah€AGE, and we were
bo\sically in prison for 4he nexthour and a half.
And we coddnteven \)ldy tenhis anyway, because

Roc}r‘iso didn +leave us with dhf{ACKETS.
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He did leave us witiBALLS, ‘ﬂ'\ous)n There must
have been 4hree hundred of themin a basketin
the middle of the court. A+1[ir‘s+, kids started
playing catch, butit didn'+take long for it
tum intoa gant free-for-all.

T +ook cover {)7 -ﬂ\e fence wi-l'\\ Sorme oﬂwer kids
who didntwanna 3e+ hi+in 4he face with a tennis
ball. Butall that did was make FARGETS.

Sowe started fightind3ACK. Somebody figured
outhow 1o 4un on the ball machine, and we used
1o defend ourselves.

186



T'mnever on the winhing side of this kind of thing,
and T goth say, itwas adwllya lot &HUN.

ORI MO

Buthen eVery-ﬂ\ihs carme toa scr‘eec)nihs hakt.
One of the kids who wasin the congg line the de
before recoshizeJ me and +old everyone it wd¥lY
fdm‘ly's fo\ulH’ney had 4o drain the pool.
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T ex‘JldiheJ To everyone thatitwasall a bis
accidentand that my li+le brother Just wanted a
Jellyf ish as a pet. ButT guess these Quy's were
mad aboutthe ‘>oo| situation, and +\~\e7/ were
ho\ﬂ))/ +o have someone 4o blame.
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Thad ‘lose‘OUTof there, butthe 3cﬁe was
locked. So the ohly way to go over itwas o
CLIMB.

Tn ?\175 ed atschool, T can+teven getwp the
rock wall -l'\\ey have in the gy Butnow that my
life was on +he line, T scaled thatfence like T
was SPIDER-MAN.
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After T cleared the fence, T ran 4o the
couhselors bu’lclihs o get }xel‘J. BﬁRo&riso was
-io-hally USELESS.

T didnt feel safe outdoors anymore, so T ran
back 4o our bu’lc‘ihs.
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EVerybocly n my fam'ly was in the sute when T

We were kind of in a bad sPo+. T didn"twanna
leave the room, and Rodrick coudntbe outin the

sun dh}'Wd)’.

Mom said m7be we should call of f the trip and
head back home a Jay early. But Dad said we ‘mid
alotof money for this trip and he refused 4o leave
the resortundil we had atleasONE decent meal.

Nohe of us wanted +o ea+atan outdoor
restavrantbecause of the sﬁ:‘mJ birds. AhJ we
coddnteatatthe sol-f clubhouse, because we
didnthave the clothes for i+.
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Just4hen, there was a loud crash on the other
side of ‘ﬂ\e room.

The {)-'3 sutcase that {)elohsed +o SOmebody else

was SPlH' open on the floor. And there were
clothes EVERYWHERE.

Whoever this sutcase belohsed +o rustve been a
fdm'ly\jusi‘ like us, because there were clothes in all
dif ferent sizes.

Bu-l'-ﬂ'\e)/ weren + just beach clothes. There were
also the kind of clothes 7/ou'cl wear o church or a

hice restavrant.
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T looked a1 Dad, and T coud 4ell he was
-Pnihkihs what T was -ﬂ\ihkihs: These clothes were
our ticket+o getlinginto the solf clbhouse.

Mom said she didn+ feel n'sH abou+wean'h3
someone else’s clothes. But Dad said thatafer we
were done usihs -ﬂ\em, we d ‘mck eVery'ths back
vp ahd make sure the sutcase goto the -de'ly it
belohseJ to.

T 4hink that made Mom feel better, so we

started frying hings on. The only person who
coddn+find clothes that fi+waRODRICK.
ButMom said he needed o stay covered vp from
the suh ahyway, so0 she gave Nima robe and a shirt

§ o) ‘>u+ on over it.




T 30‘Hu de, when we $'|e‘>‘>ecl outof our
bulding, we looked Pre-l-i}&-lARP. Rodrick’s
outfiteven worked in i4s own way.

VIVYWWWW' VIVINY PY Y

We walked toward the clbhouse, and T ke‘ﬂ' my
eye outf or any tweens who rvis\\-rrecoshize me. But

we made i+4o the restavrant without ahy ruh-ins.
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THIS Hime, -ﬂ\ey letusin. And T had +he best
meal T Ve eaten in my whole life.

EW GOBBLE  cHOMP CH
C:\»\aw SMACK o

g "y @ : _j
3 cw 2 y
U =3¢ :\é‘)f JE
N, ,;‘-!.';i S = ‘;

5 —=
("‘J-’-l

TTHIRTI )8

After we finished dessert, none of us r‘edlly
wanted o head back 4o the room. So we had a
litHle fun on Hhe putling green first,
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The truthis, my -fdm'l)NEVER)ms a 3oo<} time
-I'ose-ﬂ'\er‘. Sofora second there T codd kind of see
how this o\m'ly vacation -lh'hs is su\>\>osed o work.

Butwhat Tve learned is thatnothing good

ever LASTS. A secm'ﬁy suo\r'J drove vp +o the
puHing green in a golf cart, gotout, and said we
heeded +o come with him.

When Dad asked himwWHY, the secm'-ly smrd
said thatanother £ dm'ly atthe restauranthad
re?or’recl us for wearin 9 theiCLOTHES.
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Fora secohc}, we didn +know what+o do. 'ﬂ-\eh T
remembered what T learned back atthe airport—
when Heff leys getin trowble, Heff |e)Ru\|.

T gotin the driver’s seatof the security su/s
solf cart, my -de'ly Pilecl in, and we Yook of £,
leavihs the secm'-ly 3uarcl in our dust.

Butittumns ovtthata sol-F cartmakesa lousy
seiuway car, eS\)ecially if you'r‘e climbihs WILL.

The secun'-ly suurd caus}m? with us less than
a mhute later, and T don +4hink he even
broke a sweat.
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He made us 9P back 4o our room and hand the
sufcase over 4o the fam'ly itbelonged +o. We also
had 4o retum the clothes we were wearing, and T
gota say, itwasntour proudest moment.
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PerSOhdlly, T Hhink the embarrassment shoud ve
been \)mis}\mhi'ENOUGH. But the secur‘Hy
guard said that theftisn+olerated a+the
resortand we had 4o ‘mck our bass and leave the
groindsirmediately.

Dad tried + ex‘>|aih whaREALLY \m‘)‘)eheci ,
buthis guy wasn tin a listening mood. And once
we had all our stff ‘mckecl, he drove us to the
airport HIMSELF.

When we so-H'o the o\ir‘Jor“h Dad went+o our

airline’s customer service desk and 4old themwe

heeded o f Iy hore a cldy early.
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Butthe customer service laéy said thatall the

f I.'SHS forthe Jay were sold out, and we were
just gonna have 1o wait until thNEXT evening
o |7' hore.

Thatwasa ?roblem, because we didn+have
dh)lw}\er‘e 1 STAY for the his}ﬂ‘.

Dad called the dirPorH\oiel, and -l*\\ey said there
was ohly one room available. So we spent the last

night of our Vacation in a finy room. And T had
1o share a bed with Rodrick, who was sﬁcky from

‘>o‘>sic|e Juce.
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Soﬁu‘ddz
When we woke vp in the morhihs, T fisu‘ed we

were in fora |oh3 Jay. Ou § |i3¥1+wa5h'+ undl
8:00 Peme, and there was ho+Hh3 fo doat
the airport. But atbreakfast, Momand Dad

surprised us.

ﬂ-\ey said we were gonha 38ACK+D +he resort
for the Jay.

Mom and Dad had talked i+over the h@ﬁbe\[ore,
and neither one of them liked the way -ﬂ\ihss had
ended. /ﬁ\ey decided ‘ﬂ\ey wanted to have a “do

over and leave on a \\.'3}\ note.

Mom said the most impor-tant -lﬂ\\ihs was thatwe
3e+-ﬂ\d+ -Fo\m'ly picture. She said she knew the
PERFECT s‘>o+ on the beac)n, and as soon as we 30+
4o the resortwe were gonha head sirais)n-r-lhere.
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T ‘H'\ougH'-ﬂwe whole +Hh3 was a crazy idea,

because I didn 't see )now we were even gohha 3e+

\ms-r-ﬂ-\e frontdesk. But Dad said he had a plan,
and he'd tell us whatitwas when we so-l'-ﬂ\er'e.

We ook the free shuttle back +o the resort,

and we watched thatvideo again. T realized the
reason eVery'ﬂwihs looked sd-\UNwas because -ﬂ\e)/
hever showed any actua FAMILIES.

When we so-l-o” the bus, Dad +old us his master
‘>Iah 1o sneak onto the Pr‘o?eﬁy. AdT goth
say, itwasn + really +hat impressive.
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Bu+u'+ac-|mll7l\t\/ORKED. Once we 9ot past
the lobby, we went+o the Pool area. There wasn'+

anyohe swimming, because -ﬂ\ey were sill -fillihs it

We c‘u'ckly found outwhere eVeryohELSE was—
down atthe beach. Butitwas so crowded ,hoone
looked like -Pney were }mvihs dhf\N.




Mom wanted +o get the fdm'ly picture, but she
didntwantother people in the shot. So we went
1o the sand dunes, where hobocly else would be in
the background.

Butthat's where we ran into Rodrick’s sud'l: riend.

after Momasked the SJH o take our picture with

"\er‘ camera.




Trmnotsure we're gonha be able 1o use the V\\O‘lb
as our Christmas card anyway, since Mom usually
likes everyone 1o beSMILING in those.

we wentback down +o the beach. Rodrick was
suking, butthe restof ushalUN.
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We worked up an o\‘>‘>e+He ) and we were r‘eady
1o eat. The \)roblem was, the securHy suard had
“aken our room keys when he kicked us outof the
resort. So we coldn+ ac-lmll)PAY for dhfl'\wihs.

A -fdm'ly in one of 4he cabanas had some lefover

pizza and fries. So we used whatwe learned from

the birds and ‘\eIVeJ ourselves o some food.

\I.IIII'J""“'"

After that, Dad said we needed +o start hea&ihs
back. Mom wanted to geta few more pictresat
the sand dunes before we lef+, so we wenthere.
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But T think we Pus)necl our luck, because we ran
into some OTHER people we knew.

The second that fam'ly SAW US, +\~\e7/ ran of f, and
T knew -ﬂ\ey were gonha report us to secwﬁy. So

we lef++he scene as fastas we coud.

T dontknow where thREST of my fam'ly
went, but T headed toward thBEACH. T
-fu'sureé there were so many PeoPIe there, T codd
Juﬁbleh& in. Butwhen T sawa securHy suard
runhing toward me, TPANICKED.
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T ran info the water and swam o the area where
the windsurfers were. T had no idea how 10SE

one of hose -lh'hss, bt T ‘ﬂ'\ovs"\‘l‘ itwas my
ohly shotat escaping,

T goton the board, then ‘)JleJ the sail vp
outof Hhe water. And as soon as the sail was
wpright, T star+edMOVING.

T found outthe way +o steer the -lh'hs was b}/
puling on the bis handle that ran across +he sail.
T figwred aslong as T was headeAWAY from
-Pne bedc\\, I was Joihé)K.
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Then a {)-'3 sus’rof wind cau3h++\~\e sail, and T
didnthave enough strength 1o steer i+ the way
T wanted it+o 90 T was movithSthJ

?ickihs vp s‘>eecl.

U‘) ahead ) +here were some buoys thatmarked a
r‘oPeJ-of-f area of the water. T ‘)Jled back on
the handle with all my m'sH‘, but T coldn+avoid
the ropes.

T guess there mustve been a fin on the bottom of

the windsurf er, because SOrve-l'\\ihs 30+cau3)n+ on
a rope. And when itdid, the whole -ﬁ\ihs Hil4ed
over and sPIasheJ into the water.
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T 4ried o stand the sail back vp, butit
was }mr‘cl fo doitin -Pne c‘\o\avy water. ﬂweh
some‘ﬂ'\ihs {)r‘us‘\ecl b}/ m7LEG, and IFROZE.

“wo seconds later dFINa‘)‘)edr‘eJ ,and then
another, and another. T was corn‘Jle-lely
surrounded ) and T +)nou3‘w+l’ was about +o
become lunch for a school of sharks.
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Thats when T realized T was in tHROLPHIN
enclosure. T was so \wwy thatT £ orgot all
abouthow T 3o+'ﬂwere.

Butwhen a securHy boat leecl vp dlohssic}e me, it
brouslﬁ me back +o real-

i PARA JUSTO
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T gave up on wihclsm[ihs and swam for shore.
But+he beach was a lotles€ROWDEDthan T
remermbered H‘beihs a few minutes before.
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T found ortWHY when T so-Hhere Td
dccicleh‘hally crossed over +o thew/ILD SIDE.
And those guys didn’tlook 400 happy to see a kid
with a camera on their Pn’v«rie beach.

Now security quards were coming atme from every
direction, and T hightailed it outof there. T+t
wasrx’+Jus+ +the Secun'-ly suur‘cls who were after

me, though. T+was theSUNBATHERS, +oo.

W WV, SNt g VI YWD YRy
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T sprinted across the sand ino the pool area,
which looked a lot like the one oM\ R side, ohly
+the \)ool hadWATER n i.

Thada ‘)dck of ‘)eo‘Jle n'sxﬁbeHhJ me.So T
Jum?ec} over a stone wall and +ook coverin a
cluster of bushes.

\rsﬂ\eh T ‘)us%ec} ‘ﬂ\r‘ous}\ § o) -ﬂ\e oﬂxer side ) T
‘Pnous\ﬁI was in the clear. Butthen T came
smack vp agxithhe\n/ALL.
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There was aHOLE in this \mr-rof the wall,
and you’c} hever believe who was on the other side
of i+.

T gotmy {mly‘s atention and +old them T
needed }\el\).
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Then T put my -fihser‘s in the hole to -lry +o ‘>u||
the board loose. Dad Pus}\ed fromthe other side,
and +he wall ac+ual|7/ o\aeheé a crack. Butitwasn+
bis ehous)n for me o squeeze -ﬂ\r‘oush

T coud hear +he security suo\sz on heir walkie-
falkies r‘is}rl‘ on the other side of the bushes,
and T knew itwas Justa matter SECONDS
before -ﬂ\ey found re.

So T 4ried climbihd\P the wall, but T coddn’+
geta foothold. Then T saw Rocln'ckHEAD‘)o‘)
over -H-\e -I'o‘> He reac)ned ou-I‘Hs )nahcl ) and T
Jum\)ec} +o srdb it He started 4o had me vp, and
T ‘ﬂ'\oug}\’rj: m's)n'r dc+uo\|l7/ make i+,

Butthen a seVeh-lesgeJSPIDERcrdwleJ outof
Rodrick’s bathrobe and down my arm, and T lost

my 3r‘i\>.
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When T hitthe sr‘oth, T ‘“\ous)n‘rI was done
for. Butthen 4he section of +he wall T was
-|r>4'h3 Yo getover came cr‘asHh@O\/\/N. T

was |uck7' T didn% get crushed {)7/ the s-ham‘)ede
pouringin fromthe Mild Side.




We ook a&vah'hase of all the confusion and made
our way 1o the exit. 'ﬁ-sere was a secm'-ly station
at1he side of the resort, and the ohly reason we
were able o slip ‘ms-t-ﬂ\e suarcls was because of all
the craziness going on over at-the Wild Side pool.
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Once we were of f the \Dr‘oPer’ly, we f |433ecl down a
cab and asked the driver to take us to the m'r\aor-h

We hit some turbdence on the § lisH' back, but
afder eVery-ﬂ\ihs ELSE we'd been -H\r‘ous\\ ,0
li+le r‘ous}\ air didn teven faze me.
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Suh&o\z
THsbeen a few Jays since we made it+back home,

and Moms alr‘eacly workihs on the V\'\o‘l'o album. And
fromhe pictures, 7/ou'cl think we had a greatime.

Bu+dh7 chance of usever soithCK-io the

resortis com‘Jle-lely gone. T wen+ton the website
+o show Rowley where T spentmy Christmas
vacation, and there was a bis picture of my -fdm'ly
on the hore page.

T coldn+read the words thatwentwith it, but
Tm Pre+|>/ sue T 30+‘ﬂ'\e general idea.
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Pﬁn_gase en contacto con Isia de Corales si conoce Ia
identidad de las personas en la foto de arriba.

217/




ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Thanks to everyone at Abrams, especially Charlie Kochman, who cares as much
aboutbook twelve asbook one. Bigthanks to Michaelacobs, Andrew Smith, Chad
W. Beckerman, Susan Van Metre,Liz Fithian, Carmen Alvarez, Melanie Chang,

Amy Vreeland, Samantha Hoback, Alison Gervais, Elisa Garcia, and Josh Berlowitz.

Thanksto Jason Wellsand Veronica Wassermarior your friendship. Thanks to Kim Ku
forbreaking new groundin Wimpy Kid design.

Thanks to the whole Wimpy Kid team: Shaelyfsermain, Anna Cesary, and Vanessa
Jedrej. Thanks to Deb Sundin and the staff at An Unlikely Story.

Thanks to Rich Carrand Andrea Lucey foryour support and friendship. Thanks to Paul
Sennottforallyourhelp.

Thanksto JessBrallierforyourmentorshipandforgettingme startedasanauthor.

Thanks to everyone in Hollywood, including Sylvie Rabineau, Keith Fleer, Nina
Jacobson, Brad Simpson, Elizabeth Gabler, David Bowers,and GregMooradian.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

JeffKinneyisa#1New York Timesbestselling author and a six-time Nickelodeon Kids'
Choice Award winner for Favorite Book. Jeff has been named one &me
magazine’s 100 Most Influential People in the World. He is also the creator of
Poptropica, which was named one ofimemagazine's 50 Best Websites. He spent his
childhoodin the Washington, D.C., area and moved to New England in 19g8ff lives
with his wife and two sonsin Massachusetts, where they own abookstore, An Unlikely

Story.



Greg Heffley and his family are getting out of town.

With the cold weather and the stress of the approaching holiday
season, the Heffleys decide to escape to a tropical island resort
for some much-needed rest and relaxation. A few days in
paradise should do wonders for Greg and his frazzled family.

But the Heffleys soon discover that paradise isn't everything
it's cracked up to be. Sun poisoning, stomach troubles, and
venomous critters all threaten to ruin the family’s vacation. Can
their trip be saved, or will this island getaway end in disaster?
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