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FLiclgy_

T£ there’s one ﬂ\ihs T Ve learned from my years
of {)eihs a kid, its that 7/ou have ZERO control

over 7/our owhn |i1[e.

E ver since school let out, T havent had ah7/+)nih3
Tve needed 40 DO or ahyw\'\ere T Ve needed +o
BE. As |oh3 as the air-cohc{i‘ﬁohihs was workihs
and the TV remote had batteries in i+, T was all

set for a relaxihs summer Vacation.

But then, out of the blve, THIS }m\)\)ehed—-

PACK YOUR BAGS.
WE'RE GOING ON
A ROAD TRIP!
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This isnt the FIRST time Mom has sprung a +ri‘>
on us without ah7/ warning. Last yedr on the first
da?l of summer . she said we were Soihs UPS"‘G“’C
for a few clays to visit Aunt Loretta at the

hursiha }\ome.

T+ wasnt exo\c‘Hy my idea of a fun wa?/ to kick
off the summer. One time when we visited Aunt
Loretta, her roommate Srabbed me and wouldnt let
90 until a staffer gave her a chocolate c)m'\) muffin.

STAFF_ONLY
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But Mom was JUS"’ Hu”ihs about 306?\3 to the
hursiha }\ome. A‘l’ breakfast ‘H’\e next morhihs ) S‘\e
told us where we were REALLY going.



WE'RE GOING
TO DISNEY
WORLD!

Me and my brother Rodrick were }xa\)\))/, because
we were both c}rea&iha s?ehdihs the first week
of summer vacation \7|a7/ih3 shuffleboard at a

hursiha }\ome.

But when my little brother, Mahhy, heard about
+he c}\ahse n \>|ahs, he +o+o\||7/ LOST +. Mom
had talked vp +he Auh‘l’ Loretta +ri\> so much
+hat l"\ahhy was ac+ua||7/ EXCITED about going.




We ended up POSTPONING our +ri‘> to PEShey
so we could visit Auh+ Loretta. Youd ‘ﬂ\ihk Mom

would Ve learned her lesson about surprise trips
after THAT one.

T know EXACTLY where this road +rip idea
came from, because the new issve of "dei|7/ Frolic”

magazine came in +he mail +oda7/.

Tf T had +o guess, T4 Sd7/ 0% of eVery‘I'th

we c}o as a family comes from i&eds Mom se‘l's from
+hat magazine. And when T saw the latest issve,
T knew it was gonha get Moms wheels turning.
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Family Frolic

TAKE THE ULTIMATE ROAD TRIP!

Tve ﬂi\)\)e& -H\roua\w "T:amily Frolic” a few times,
and T have 4o a&mH', +he \)ic-h:res alwa)/s make
eVer>/+)nih3 look like a lot of fun.

— N M
YOU"Y @@@ﬁ@ @t {FAMM N~
Summer’s here and it’s time
to break out the grill and fill
the cooler with drinks. What
better way to celebrate the
Q sunshine than with a good
old-fas! ?
0
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But there must be Some‘l'}\ihs wrong with OUR

fnmily, because we can never measure up +o the

ones ﬂ\ey s\'\ow n -H-\e mo\Sazihe.

I guess Moms not 3ivih3 up, ‘H\oush. S‘\e said
+his road +ri\> IS gohha be awesome and +hat
S\Dehciihg a lot of time +03e+¥\er in the car will be
a “{)ohdihsn experience for +he whole family.

1 tried to talk \'\er‘ nto |e‘H'ih3 us do 50me+¥'\ih3
NORMAL, like going Yo a water Park for the
dd)’, but Mom didnt want to hear it.
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She said the whole Poih‘i’ of this ‘h’i‘) is to do
‘H\ihss we Ve hever done before and to have

'auﬂ-\eh‘!'ic' experiehces.

T *H\ous‘w‘l' Mom would Ve looPed Dad in about her
road trip idea, but aPPareh+|7/ T was wrong.
Because w\weh he 30+ ‘-\ome from work, }\e seemed

Jus+ as surPn‘se& as us kids.

I(I(' -

Dad told Mom i+ was a bad time 4o be away from
work and he didnt want to use his vacation da?'s
unless he a{>50|u+el7/ HAD +o. But Mom said theress
hoﬂ\ihg more EmPor‘l'ah-l' +han S?ehdihs +ime with
your famu'l)/.




Then Dad told Mom he was reall)/ %o‘)ihs to get
his BOAT out on the water this weekend, and if

we went on a road trip, he wouldnt be able +o.

Mom and Dad get o\|oh3 ?re‘H)/ well in seheral,
but +he one +)nih3 +hat's suardh-l'eeci ‘o cause a
#3‘-\-% between -H\em is Dad’s boat.

A few years ago, Mom sent Dad out o 3e+ some
milk, but a|oh3 +he way he sPo-Hed a boat for sale
in someone s front 7larc}. Ahd before you knew it

‘H\e boat was in our JriVeway.

Mom was mad that Dad didnt check with her

1[irs+, because %aviha a boat is a ton of work.



But Dad said it was o\lways his dream to own a
boat and that we could s‘)ehcl eVery weekend out
on the water as a fam.'l)/.

So Dad got to KEEP the boat, and he seemed
really \\aﬂ)y. But -H\ihss went downhill fast.

A few Jays later, some People from +he

Homeowhers, Associa‘h'oh knocked on our door.



ﬂ\ey said there were rules in our heishbor\-\ood

asaihs+ MVEY\S a boat Parke& in front of 7/our
house and told Dad he had to move i+ o the back.

The boat sat in the backyard for +he whole
summer because Dad was too JDus7/ and didnt have
time to use it. Then, in the fall, one of Dad’s
coworkers told him he'd have to WINTERIZE
+he boat to protect i+ from the cold weather.

Dad found out i+ would cost more to winterize the
boat than it cost him to BUY it, so he decided
"\e,cl +ake Hs c\wahces. Ahcl sure ehous\\, ‘wo
weeks later, when the temperature Jrom)ed below
freeziha, a bis crack aPPeareJ in +he hull.
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When i+ started to snow, Dad rolled +he boat
under the back deck, and it sat there all winter.
Thn the spring, Mom started using it to store all
sorts of Juhk from the house.

T

’ﬂ\e next summer, Dad decided he was gonha fix
the boat.
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But when he went to Pull it out from under the
deck, he discovered a famﬂy of raccoons |ivih3 n

our old was"\ihs machihe.

Dad called an exterminator +o get rid of the
raccoons, but when he heard how much THAT was
gonha cost, ‘\e decided to take care of i+ Hmsel-f.

By then Mahhy had Keard about +he bo\by
raccoons |ivih3 in the wash'hs machine, and Mom
had +o s+e\> n.
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’ﬂ\e boat's been si++ih3 there ever since. T haven+

}\eard o\h7/ scurryihs sounds comihs from under +)ne

deck for a while, so T'm guessing the raccoons

moVec} out.

Toclay, Mom +old Dad he had the whole rest of
-H\e summer o 3e+ \'\is boat out on -H-\e water, and

"\e ‘)re-H?' muc\'\ gave up after ‘H\cﬁ.

Mom said we were gonha leave first +\wih3 in the
morhihs, so we heeded to start ?dckihs for
+he trip. She +old eVeryohe +o brihs +he “bare

essentials’ so we could fit eVeryﬂxihs in the minivan.
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But 57/ the time we got all our stuff out in the
JriVeway, it was ?reﬁy clear we had a space ‘)roblem.

Mom started going +)nroua)n eVery‘H\ihs and
sorting it into two Piles — the ‘H\ihss we heeded
and the ‘H‘\ihss we didn4+. Rodrick was ?re-Hy
disa\)\)oih-had when some of his “essentials” didn+
make the cut.
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Mom made me leave a bunch of small stuff behind,
which seemed Pre‘H)/ ridiculous cohsiderihs +hat
T"\o\hh/s \>|o\s-h'c PO‘H’7/ was coming alohs for the ride.

LI
N e
- =
—_— —

Whenever we take a trip +hat's |oh3er +han

fifteen minutes, Mom brings Mahhy's \>o++7/ “just
in case. But T get rea"y uncomfortable whenever
Mahhy uses it.

PUSSSHHHH!

Mom wouldn+ let me and Rodrick take ahy
electronics on the trip, even ‘H\ous)n ‘H'\e)/ barely
+ake up ahy space.
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She’s alwa)/s S“}'“"S kids these c}a?/s dont know
)now +o socialize because ‘H\e)/’Ve cohs+ah+|7/ 30+

‘H\eir noses two ihc)nes from a screen.

But Tl +ell you this: When T have kids, T'm
gonna let+ +hem \)lay with whatever kind of 3“433+

‘H\ey WANT. Tf you ask me, electronics are the
key to family ‘wa\)\)ihess.

Even after Mom went ‘l‘\'\rous\'\ eVery sihsle item in
+he JriVeway and cut out all the -H'\ihss we didnt
need, there was STILL way too much to fit in
+he van.

T 5u33e5+ed we rent one of those giant recreational

vehicles, because we could fit all our stuff in it and

)naVe room ‘o spare.
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The way T see it, if you want the whole family +o
get alohs, eVeryohe needs their own space. And
with one of those Sou?ed-u‘) RVs, we could s‘)ehcl
WEEKS on the road without even bumPihs nto

one ahoﬂ\er.

(ORI >
w0 A

But Mom said RVs are too ex?ehsiVe and ﬂ-\e)/
get terrible gas mi|eq3e, so that put an end o
'H\cﬁ idea.

Rodrick said maybe we could 3e+ one of those

trailers you tow BEHIND +the car . which sounded

smart to me.
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But it was Preﬁy clear Rodrick was ima35hih3
+he trailer as a sort of mihi-d‘)dr‘!‘me\rﬁ for
HIMSELF, so that wasnt gonna fly, either.

Then Dad rahg in with his OWN idea. He said we
could solve the whole space issue {)7/ Just putting
the stuff +hat didnt i+ in the van into the
BOAT, which we could tow behind us.

T think Mom realized there wasn+ rea||7/ another

oP‘h'oh , SO she caved in. But se‘H'ihS the boat into

‘H\e JriVewo?/ was easier said +}mh done.
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Not oh|7/ did we have to take all +he Juhk out of
the boat, but it turned out there was a TREE
growing ‘H\rou\g‘\ +he bottom. T+ ook three hours
‘o 3e+ the boat out from under the Jeck, and

let me Just sa7/ Mom did not exac+|7/ 9o out of her

way to \welP.

L

A-F-I'er we 30+ +\\e boat into -er driVeway, Dad
?cﬁc}\ed up the hole in the bottom and the crack
in the hull with some duct tape.

I Jus-l' )no‘)e were hot Soihs cmyw}\ere near water

on this ‘h"i\), H\oua*\.
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Because as far as I khow, ‘H\e boat didnt come
with ahy life preservers.

Saturday

Even with the added space we 30+ from +he {)oa‘i',
the minivan was sHill \)re‘l'-i')/ full. T snuck my pillow
on board at the last second, becavse T decided T
was entitled to at least ONE luxur7/ item.

:[ -(:isured Rodrick would want 4o sit in ‘l')ne back
of ‘Hwe van, because w\-\eheVer we go ahyw‘-\ere as a
family, he likes to stretch out and take a nap.

EVery once in a while well for3e+ Rodrick is even
back +here.
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This Easter, we made it }ml{way -H\rous}x church
before Mom realized Rodrick never made it out of

the van. k"“k

1222
y 20

Back when we had a station wagonh, me and
Rodrick used to sit in the way back TOGETHER,
in a seat that faced the rear window. But we got
in bis +rouble when we ‘)layed a Prac-h'cal Joke on
Mom and Dad +hat ended up se'Hihs us ‘)u”ed
over 57/ +he Police.

When we 30+ in the van ‘I'ocia)/, Rodrick offered
me the backseat.

21



T acce‘)‘l’ec} before he could c\mhse his mind, but T
should ve known his offer was too 3003 to be true.

Before we \)Ulled out of the cln'Veway, Mom said
we were +akih3 a "svecidd 3ue5+n along for the
ride. For a second T was worried we were \)ickihg
someone ELSE vp, because with all our stuff in
the van 'Hwe)/’d have to sit on +he ROOF.

But Mom oPehed her purse and ?ullec} out a piece
of paper with a c}rawihs on it.
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The Jro\wihs was Flat S‘l'o\hle7/, a character from a
book 1 read in second srq&e.

Flat S+ah|e7/ IS a {707/ who gets Squashec} 57/ a
bulletin board +hat {falls off his bedroom wall in
the middle of +he his"\-l'.

And when 'H\ey ?ull the bulletin board off Kim,
he’s as thin as a \)iece of paper.

23



T ‘H\oua)n‘l' it was Pre++>/ cool that Flat S+ah|e7/
could fold himself up and 3e+ mailed to his
srahdma’s, or \\aVe Hs {)ro-l'\wer 1‘]7/ \-u'm like a kite.

But T'll +ell you this: T Flat S+.m|e7 had
a brother like RODRICK, T guarantee he
wouldnt survive a whole Ja)/.
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T rea||7/ liked +he book, but it kind of freaked me
out, too. One -H\ihs it did was give me a Jeaﬂ-\l)/

fear of bulletin boards.

ARE YOU SURE

YOU DONT WANT
THE BED? ITS A
LOT MORE COMFY!

THAT'S OK,

YOU TAKE
IT!

< 2 /7 L T 7

/ ~

Th second 3rade, everyohe n my class had o
color in a cutout of Flat S+ah|e7/ and mail Kim to

a friend or relative who lived far away.

T}\eh +hat person was SUPPosed +o take a \)ic-fure
of Flat S+ah|e7/ in front of something interesting
and mail him back with the \)}\o-l'o.
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T"\7/ friend Rowley sent Flat S+ahle7/ +o a bunch
of Nis relatives and got lots of <ool pictures
back. Rowley even sent him 4o his uncle who lives
n Asia, and he took a ‘>ic+ure of Flat S+ah|e7/ n
front of the Great Wall of China.

@ m&“

Well, the first person Mom sent MY Flat 5+ah|e7/
‘o was *\er cousin S+ace7/ ) w"\o lives out in Seattle.
But she \)robdbly washt the best choice.

S+ace7/ is one of those \)eople who hoard all sorts
of s+m[1[, like hewspapers and mdgazihes, so Mom
should Ve known that once her cousin got her

hands on Flat S+ah|e7/ he wasn+ coming back.
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Today, Mom said she was gonha +ake ‘)%oi‘os

of our new Flat S+ah|e7/ in front of all the ool
Places we Visit and then make a scranook of our
-I'ri\). And as soon as we so-l' on the Ha\\way, she
started shapping pictures. But she was ?robably
a little too eager, because her first few pictures

weren+ exac‘l'l)/ keePers.




When Mom wasn+ +akih3 pictures, Flat S+dh|e7/
was ‘l’a‘)ec} +o the front air—cohdi‘fiohihs vent.

All T can say is, he was havihs a lot better ride
than T was. The windows in the back of the van
don+ open, and the vents were blocked b}/ all
our |u33a3e, so T wasnt getting ANY cold air.

What made me even MORE uncomfortable was +he
fact that Mom was in control of the trip. Mom
always tries to make -H\ihgs about education, and
T knew she was gonha turn +his experience nto

ohe loh3 lesson.

She’s been doihs +hat ever since T was litte. T
remember w‘-\eh I 30+ scraﬂ}xeé b)/ Gramma’s cat
and Mom tried to turn it into a "‘l'edc}\iha moment.

P
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Sure ehous\w, a half hour into the trip ‘I'oda)/,
Mom started in with +the educational stuff.

She had borrowed a bunch of CDs from the library
+hat teach S\)ahish, and said we'd use the l°h3
stretches on the road to learn a new |ah3ua3e as

a {amily.

o AN\QWYL S

LEARN TO

SPEAK
oy SPANiSH
gé FLUENTLY

Moms always sayihs +hat |earhih3 a foreiah
|ah3uo\3e is the best ﬂ\iha 7'ou can do for your

brain. That rms}ﬁ be true, but T think she should
leave the actual TEACHING 4o the schools.
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Mom decided i+ would be a soocl idea to expose me
10 a foreieh lahguage early on, so when T was in
first sracle, she would put +he S?ahis\w-sveakihs
channels on TV while we ate breakfas+.

Mom would repeat whatever +)ne7/ said on the

+elevision, but when SHE said the words ﬂ\e)/
came out a little bit different.

TANGO
HAMBURGERS!

HAMBRE!

T ended up learning all sorts of ?hrases +hat
weren+ risH". For examvle, +he way 7/ou’re
SUPPOSED +o say “What's your name  in
S?o\his\'\ is "Cémo te llamas.” Well, T know that

NOW becavse T learned it in my middle school
S?o\his}\ class.
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But when T was little, Mom taught me that
"W‘m‘f’s 7/our hame  in Svahis}\ 1S "Te amo ," w‘\ic\'\
ACTUALLY means “1 love you." T just wish
T had known that before T said it to a million
different people.

Today, Mom ?Iayeci the first two S\)ahis% CDs,

but she got frustrated +hat no one seemed 4o be
quihs attention. So she switched gears and said
we were gohna \)lo\y a car game she read about in

‘-\er masazihe.
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The game was called Al?habe‘l’ Groceries, and you
Vlay it like +his: The firs+ P|a7er has 4o hame an
item 7/ou can get at the 9rocer7/ store that starts
with the letter “A.” The next person has o come
up wiﬂ-\ an item ﬂ\a‘l’ starts wi‘l'\\ "B," and so on.

Tfa ‘)|a7/er CAN'T come up with an item that
starts with their letter, ‘Hwe)/’re out of the game.

Mom said I s)nouH g0 -FErS‘I', So I said “dﬂﬂe,"
which T guess was kind of an obvious choice.
Rodrick was up next, but he said he couldnt come
up with dh}' food that started with “B.”

Tm pretty sure he was |7/ih3 to get out of having
‘o ?‘df +he game, but with Rodrick, 7/ou never Know.
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When Rodrick 30+ knocked out, the turn went to
Mdhh}', who came up with his word r.'s}ﬁ away.

Mom started cla?Pihs, but T ‘)oih-fed out that
"baﬂ)le" isnt a real word. She said Mdhh)/ is just
learhihs +he al‘)ha{)e-l' and that we all need to

" »n .
ehcourage \'um.

T c‘uH' n ?ro+es+, and from then on it was ohl7/
Mdhh)l, Mom, and Dad Playihs. T really wished
my earplugs werent buried in my duffel bas under
a \)i|e of suitcases, because the next hour and a

half was \Dre++7/ \)aihful.
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All that +alk of food was dd’ua“y getting me kind
of }whsry, dhc} w}\eh I Saw a sish for a clriVe—
-H\rough \)lace at the next exit, T asked Mom if
we could ‘)u” over. But Mom said we wouldnt be

stopping at any of THOSE kinds of restaurants,
because ‘H\e?/ dont serve ‘real food."

She said fast-food Places lure kids in with c\-\ea‘)
PlaS‘h'c ‘l’oys to trick ‘H\em nto ea-h'hs sugar and
fat, and we werent gonna fall into that trap.

Mom said she had a MUCH better alternative and
handed me a lunch {)as with my name on it.

ZM@%\

D

A

cc U‘YR\T \0L® cny V/ T/Esr
PO 3
e ALL MIXED UP Too PUNNY
Aw Unscramble the words 4o wt.,JzJ the
LO find the wacky phrase! r¢u>|+ like ‘,‘
S R | |MEsuMR ELRIANGN| |, }'ff’f,:,"'; &.

D SI NFU! rcusiniﬂk

NAME THAT NOBEL PRIZE wlNNER'

R P._E_ _OT—_- -AB.__ ---T- £
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Mom said she got +he Mommy Meal idea from
"Famﬂ)/ Frolic,” which T quess should not have

come as a SUrPrise.

Ihsi&e -H\e ba3 was a tunha fis\\ Sdhciwic‘\,
an orange, and a little carton of milk, Plus

someﬂ\iha wra\)\)ed n tinfoil.

Mom said T had to eat my fruit before T
uhwraPPec} the +infoil, because that was my "Prize.

But T wish T had Jus-l' o?ehed it ris\-rl' away,
because T wouldn+ have eaten the whole orange
f j:,d known the \Drize was a \)ack of ma‘l')n
flash cards.

Rodrick 9ot flash cards in HIS lunch, too, and

we could both see where +his was headed. So before
Mom could turn the next hour of +he +ri‘> nto a
tutoring session, T \)u“ed out one of the games
Mom had ‘)o\ckecl n a 563 tote bas.
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The game T sra{)bed was called “T Must Confess,”

and when Mom saw it she 30+ so excited she forao-f
all about ‘H\e -ﬂas\w cards.

T read the rules, which were '\)re‘H')/ sim\)le-‘ One
person takes a card from the deck and reads it

out |oud o eVeryohe else.

§ A i 2 4 & d 1
)} Must Confess
PP > - .. W o8

... 'VE MET A
FAMOUS PERSON.

T£ one of the Players has done the ‘H\ihﬁ +hat's
written on -H\e card, -H\e)/ earn a ‘)oih‘l'. Ahd -H-\e
first \)|a7/er to get ten points wins.

T was a little ske\)‘h'cal at first, but T have o
admit, the game was o\c+ua||7/ kind of FUN. T
learned a lot of 'H'\ihss about Mom and Dad T

never knew before.
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T found out that Dad had a pet chameleon when
he was a kid and that Mom dyec} her hair blond

once, which rea||7/ sur\)rised me.

Believe it or not, even RODRICK was getting

into the game. He got a point for beihs +he ohly
person whod ever slept out oVerhES\w-f for tickets
to a concert, and ANOTHER Poih‘l’ for getting

a {)us stuck in his ear, which T remember like it
was 7es+erda7/.




Dad and Rodrick were neck and neck with nine
points, and whoever scored next would win the
game. Mom seemed rea||7/ ‘\G\DP)/ everyohe was
getting leY\S and ‘wdvihg fun.

Then she ‘)ulled a new card out of the deck and
read it.

I MUST CONFESS
I'VE TOILET-PAPERED
A NEIGHBORS

uo;s_ez Sy \\

Tm \)re‘H'y sure Mom ‘I')nous}\‘l’ ho ohe was gonhha
get a point on that card, because she was alread
reachihs for +he next one. But Rodrick started

acting like he had Just won +he |o++er7/.
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Mom ‘H\ous}\‘l' Rodrick was |7/ih3 o 3e+ a ‘)oih‘h
but he told her i+ was TRUE. He said that a
few months 490, he and his bandmates toilet-
Pa‘;erec} Mrs. Tuttle's house next door after she
called +he police to complain -Hwe)/ were mdkihs
too

Rodrick -I'houa}\‘l' +he whole +)nih3 was Pre‘H')/
fuhhy, but Mom didn+ seem amused.

LET ME GET THIS STRAIGHT:
YOU AND TWO OF YOUR
BANDMATES TOILET-
PAPERED AN ELDERLY
WOMAN'S HOUSE?
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Tf T was Rodrick, T would've c\\ahsecl m)/ s+or)/
real quick and said T was Just J'okihs around o

win the game. But Rodrick didnt seize his chance
+o bail out.

NO, THERE

WERE FOUR
OF US!

Mom had Dad ‘)u“ over to the side of the road,
then handed Rodrick her \)\\ohe and made him call
Mrs. Tuttle to a?o|0361e, which was awkward for

eVeryohe n ‘l'\'\e car.

I™ SORRY FOR
TOILET-PAPERING
YOUR HOUSE...

After that, i+ was quiet in +he van for a |oh3
+ime. Mom was about to pop +he next SPahis\w CD
in the stereo, but |uckil7/ T"\ahh)/ had fallen as|ee\7
b)/ +hen , SO she couldnt.
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Tf you wake l"\ahhy up in the middle of one of
his naps, he’ll 90 comPIe+e|7/ ballistic, and there’s
NO calmihs him down. So whenever Mc\hhy falls
as|ee‘>, Mom and Dad do eVer7/+)nih3 ‘H\e)/ can to
KEEP him that way.

HEY, HAS
ANYONE
SEEN MY—

T was bis on haps when T was Mahhy’s age, too.
T used to take an \\our-lohs hap after lunch
eVery cla?/, and w)neh I started Preschool, we }\ad
an official nap time where everyohe \)u”ed out a
mat and sle\)‘l' on the floor.

1122
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Tf you ask me, T +hink -l')ne7/ should give kids hap
+ime all +he way +)nrou3\\ college. But ‘Hwe)/ stop
doihs it after \areschooh which T found out the
HARD way.

On the first clay of kihdersar‘feh, after we had our
Shacks, T asked the teacher where the mats were,

so we could lie down and rec)narge our batteries.

But she said kihdersar-rhers dont HAVE hap time,
and T ‘H-\oug}vl' she was Jus+ makih3 a 'fuhhy J'oke.
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A few minutes later the whole class was makihs
paper ba3 puppets. A?Pareh‘H)/, T was the ohl)/
one who didn+ get +he \'\eaJs-uP about +he ho-hap
‘H\ihs, because for the rest of the 347/ eVeryohe
else seemed fine, while T could ’oarely function.

Tm slad Mom remembered +o {)rihs a Pach[ier on
+he -h’i\), because as |oh3 as Mdhh)/’s 30‘!’ one stuck
in his mouth, he can slee\) +¥\rou3¥\ Just about
ahy'ﬂwihs. T"\dhh)/ lost+ his favorite \Dacu'\[ier last+
hiS)n‘l', but Dad ran out to 3e+ a hew one at a
store near our house +hat sells 999 36-{‘\'5.
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T guess it looks a little strange, but it works

Jus+ as well as a re3u|ar onhe.

gUCK
guCK
SV

\

Mahhy had been sleeping ?eacefully for about an
hour ‘l'ocla)/ when we s+0\>\>ec} at a tollbooth. Dad
rolled down his window o get a ticket, and the
avy in the booth had such a loud voice he sounded
like he was S\Deakihs ‘H\roush a MEGAPHONE.

HOPE YALL ARE
HAVIN™ AN -

AWESOME DAY! ThucKs 8150

BUSES  $300 4

44



T"\ahhy started to fuss, and }\is Paci[ier came
)nalfway out of his mouth. But |ucki|7/ Rodrick
reacted quicld)/, and Mahhy fell back as|ee\>.

0 ks

SP,
oY Look 3 \\

T +hink Mom was a little frustrated +hat Mahhy
was happing in the first ?lace. She had marked a
bunch of \:|o\ces onh her map where she wanted us
+to s+0\> and 3e+ out for some sis)n‘l'seeihs, but now
we had o kee\: Jrivihs.

The \)roblem T had with Mahhy’s nap was that T
rea||7/ needed to get out of the car and stretch,

but T COULDN'T.
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T 4ried to make myseh[ comfortable, but with all
the stuff ?iled around me, 1t was im?ossible.

Luckily, my back‘)ack was in arms reach behind my
seat, because i+ had some books and other +)nih35
T4 broug}'\‘l' ‘o entertan mysel'f.

Momss always +r7/ih3 to get me o read stuff
+hat's "ehrichihs," but when it comes to JDooks,
T know what T like. And ever since elemeh+ar7/
sc}wool, m7/ favorite books have been the ones in
+he Uhder\)ah-i's Bandits series.

’ﬂ\e Uhcler‘)ah‘fs Bandits books are about ﬂ\ese
two kids named Bryce and Bro&y who 90 back in
+ime and steal underwear from famous ‘)eo‘ﬂe so

‘H\ey can \)u+ +¥\e uhcler\)ah-l's N o _museum.
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T know that sounds kind of ridiculous ) but the
books are ac+ua||7/ pretty 'Fuhhy.

. | s | — | —

And just as Van Gogh returned to
his masterpiece, Bryce snatched

the painter’s favorite pair of
boxers, which, thank goodness,

were clean.
s ——




The books are super Vo‘)ular with {307/5 at my
school, but the teachers HATE +hem because of
all ‘ﬂ\e “rude }wmor."

Whenever a book r‘e\>or+ was duve in fifth Srade,
all +he boys n m7/ class did theirs on one of the
Uh&er\)ah‘fs Bandits books. Ahc} -H\o\-!' made m7/
teacher, Mrs. Terry, hate +hem even MORE.

Our class had a VFOJQC"’ where we had to write a

let+er to our favorite author, and of course all

the {)o?/s chose Mik Davies.
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But Mrs. Tev*ry said we had to \)ick someone
ELSE, so T 3ra{>{>ed a random book from the
library and wrote my letter o an avthor Td

hever even }\edl’(} O‘( before.

March 30th
Dear Nathaniel,
My teacher made us write to an author,
so I picked you. I have not read any of
your books (no offense).
Here are my questions for you:
1. What’s your favorite color?

2. What’s your favorite animal?

3. What’s your favorite flavor of ice
cream?

4. What’s your favorite super-hero
movie?

[ would appreciate it if you could
answer me soon, because [ am getting
graded on this.

Sincerely,

Brug Tl
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But T Probably should ve checked the year +he
book was written before T wrote my let+ter.

May 20th

Dear Mr. Heffley,

We regret to inform you that the
author to whom you have written,
Mr. Hawthorne, passed away more
than a century ago.

As such, he will not be able to
respond to your questions.

With regrets,

L wi

Katrina Welker
Publisher

Most PARENTS don+ like the Uhder‘)ah-rs
Bandits books, eiﬂ\er.
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Th fact, +he PTA had o meeting +hat year
where +)ne7/ decided ?areh-l's, +ax dollars shouldn=
be used 4o Purchc\se any of the Uhder‘)ah-i's
Bandits books for the Iibrary.

A
T

& Gandhi's
Undergarments

When we came back to school from spring break,
all of the Uh&ervah-i's Bandits books in the |i{>rar7/

were GONE.

it
QUgy

T %oPe these adults are \m\)\)y when a whole
aehera‘h'oh of {>o7/s grow up hot khowihs how to read.
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When the school banned +he Uh&er‘)ah‘rs Bandits
books, it Jus+ made them more ‘>o‘>u|ar +han

EVER. Some boys shuck in covies from home and
Passe& them on o OTHER kids.

o<

One kid even {)rous\-\-i' n a ’Doo+|es copy of an
Uhcler\)ah-l's Bandits book from Japan. T couldnt
understand a word of e but it was Pre++7/ eo\s7/
to -Fiaure out from +he Pic+ures what was going oh.

EFVHFE. ZOZRZE
NTW3[E., U &EEST
\/\i L/TCO




T ac+ua||7/ wrote to the auvthor on my OWN Just
to tell him how much T liked Nis series.

August 18th
Dear Mr. Davies,

I'm just writing to tell you, don’t listen to
these people who say your books are
garbage, because they don’t know what
they’re talking about. I know a bunch
of kids (including me) who think your
books are great.

As far as the “rude humor” goes, I find
that stuff hilarious, so please don’t
change a thing. In fact, I would
encourage you to put MORE bodily
functions and things of that nature in
your books.

Sincerely,

Drug Ny

T4 never written a fan letter like that, and every
dqy when T got home from school, T ran 4o the
mailbox to see if Mik Davies had written me back.
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T fihally got a response almost a year later, and

T was really excited.

But when T read the letter, i+ was « HUGE
disa\)\)oih*l'meh‘l'.

/~(. From THe DeSK OF =
Mik DavieS '

Dear friend,

Unfortunately, I get so much fan mail
that 'm not able to answer your letter
personally.

But I did want to tell you to be on the
lookout for “Underpants Bandits 24:
Lincoln’s Longjohns,” coming soon to
stores near you!

Lots of yuks,

("R
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T couldn® believe T ‘)ourecl m7/ heart out to this
avy and all T got back was an AD.

<0SS

-
TG

E ven ‘H'\oua\-\ +hat whole experience left a bad
+aste n m7/ mouﬂ\, i still like Hs books.

At least T get Yo read whatever T WANT +his
summer. Rodrick’s school gave him a whole lis+ for
required reo\c}ihs, and some of the books look like a
lot of work.

f/’//
A Tale of
Cities

Herman Melvijje
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But Rodrick’s not much of a reader, so he rented
all the MOVIE versions of the books on his list.

Mom said it's not smart to watch +he movie
without readiha the book, because ‘Hwe)/ u5ua||7/
c}mhae a lot of stuff. But Rodrick said as long as
he 30+ the basic ic}ea, he'd be fine.

T +hink his am:roac\\ is gonna cause ?ro{>|ems,
‘H\oush. “The Lord of the Rihssn is on his summer
readihs list, but when he rented the moVie, he
washt careful about c\weckihg the +itle.

Lord G OFTHE

NI 740 6p107
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Rodrick watched the movie TWICE, and after
the second time he told Mom that whoever wrote
+he book must be a genius. But Tm guessing
Rodrick’s 4eacher is gonha be Pre‘H'y confused
when she reads his book report in Se\)-l'em{)er.

B)/ the time T was done reaciihg +oda7/, T really
needed to get out of the car +o prevent my |e35

from Permaheh-l'l)/ cramping.

Mdhh)’ was still aslee\), but he had somehow turned
himself all +he way u?side down in his seat.

|

SUCK
SUCK
SUCK
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When Mom noticed, she told Dad ma?/be we should
stop Jriviha for the clay, so he ‘DU”CJ off at the

next exit.

T was rea||7/ |ookih3 forward to eating o meal at a
decent restauvrant, but Mom said were on a bu&se-f
ahd +oh.'3}\+ we were gohha \)ick up our Jihher at

a sr‘ocery store.

Dad found a suPermarke‘i' a few miles from +he
exit. But Mom was afraid that if the van s+0\>\>e<}
moVing, T"\o\hhy would wake up and have a fit. So
Mom wrote out a s‘wo?\)ihs lis+ for Rodrick and

gave him some mohey, then Dad drove real slow in
front of the entrance so Rodrick could \w\) out.

58



Dad had o circle the ‘)arkihs lo+ about +en times,
which wasn+ eds7/ since we were towing a boat.
EVeh‘l‘Ud\lly , Rodrick came out wiﬂw a couPle {)o\ss
of groceries. And from the looks of i+, he ?icked

up Some extra items for ‘-\imsem

PEACHES

SOl

When Dad \)uNed the van around, Rodrick ‘-\o?\)ed
in. Then we started |ookih3 for a ?lace +o s+a7/

for the hia‘\‘l' ) but the selection in the area
washt that srea-l'.

EL




A few of the motels had bis sighs that said
‘H\e)/ had “Color TV," which if 7/ou ask me is not
o\hyﬂwiha ‘o brae about in this day and age.

Dad fihall)/ \)u”ed over at a \>|o\ce with air-
coh&i-h'ohiha and a \)oo|, which sounded pre

Sooc} to me, es?ecially cohsiclerihs that T4 lost
about five \)ouhds ih sweat sitting in the backseat.

T Kavent s+a7/ed in a whole lot of motels, but if
T Kad +o guess, T4 Sd?/ we \Dicked one on the

lower end of the spectrum.

The |o{>{>7/ smelled like mildew, and the carpet was

coVered n weird stains.
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But eVeryohe was too tired o 3e+ back in ‘H\e car
and look for another Place +to s+a7/.

We got +he key +o our room, and when we walked
in it reeked of smoke. There were little holes in
the comforter and \aillows that Tm Pre-H?/ sure

were i 3are++e burns.

Dad Pickecl a towel off the floor, then drom)ed i+
becauvse i+ was WET.

Mom went back +o the front desk and asked for
a different room ) but ‘H\e clerk said ‘H\e motel was
full and that we'd gotten +he last one.
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Mom +old her in that case we were gonna leave and
take our business to another motel. But the clerk
told her there was a ‘l'weh-l')/-w[our-hour cancellation

Policy , so we couldnt get our mohey back.

When Mom returned to the room, she said we were
gonha have o +r7/ and make the best of a bad
situation. T}\eh s‘\e and Dad s+ri\>\>ec} -I'}\e bed

down to +¥\e bare mattress.




Believe it or not, Mahhy s|e‘>+ ‘H\roush ALL of
+his. Mom said that if he woke up how, he'd be
awake all his}vh so she was Just gonna let him
s|ee‘> ﬂ'\rous\\ +ill morning.

Mom put Mahhy down in the middle of the sofa
bed and \Dullecl a blanket over him.

The rest of us were rea||7/ )nuhsry, so we em\a-h'ed
out the Sroceries Rodrick boua\ﬁ. But it turned

out he didn+ bu7/ ANYTHING on Moms list.
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Rodrick was SUPPosec} to get sandwich SUV‘)“CS,
orange J'uice, and stuff like +}m+, but he J'us+ 30+
a dbunch of ‘H\ihss HE likes.

Mom was pretty vpset that Rodrick didnt get

a sihsle ﬂ\ihs on the list she gave him, but his
excuse was that he couldnt read her \-\ahdwri-h'hs.
Mom “old him i+ wasn+ very smart to get cinhamon
rolls and a frozen pizza, since +hose ‘l‘\'\ihss needed
an oven and we didnt HAVE one.

6



But Rodrick said we could MICROWAVE +he
Pizza. ﬂeh \\e VU+ it inside +)ne microwave oven o
prove it.

At least, Rodrick THOUGHT i+ was a microwave.

T+ was ac+ua||7/ a SAFE. By +he time he (isured
+hat out, the pizza was locked inside.

GRUN T

Mom gave me what was lef+ of her cash and said
o 90 down to ‘Hwe Vehc}iha mdc}\ihe +to se‘l' ‘H\e
most nutritious stuff ]: could find.
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Ahd +hat's how we ended up earh'h3 sugar wafers
and breath mints for dinner on the first his\ﬁ of

our road ‘I'n'\).

Su_hdgy_
Last+ hisH' we couldnt watch TV or do ah71+)nih3
in the room because Mahh7/ was aslee\) on the

\)u||ou+ sofa.

Mom wouldnt even let us kee\) +he |53¥\+ on, So
we all sat in the dark for a while until me and
Rodrick decided to 90 down to the ?ool to kill

some time.

Well, +he sigh outside the motel said there was a
\Doo|, but there was no actval WATER in i+.
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And i+ didnt look like there HAD been for at

least five years.

NO
DIVING
/ 1 1 1 lf 1 1 | 1 )l I | | | 1 ﬁ\
= 5 FEET VY = W
&

There was a hot tub near +he \Doo| +hat DID have
water in it, but some family was a|rea37' using it.
So me and Rodrick waited our turn.
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Uhfor‘fuho\‘tel)/, +he fc\mil)/ couldnt take a hint
that we wanted to use the hot tub, so eVeh+ua||7/
me and Rodrick Jus+ went back 4o the room.

The |53}\+s were still out, and Mom and Dad were
as|ee‘> on -H\e mattress. I guess -H\e)/ mustve been

?re‘H')/ exhausted, because -H\ey were still wearing
all their clothes.

With Mom and Dad on the bed and Mdhh)l on the

sofa, it didnt leave a lot of sood slee\) opions for
me ahcl Ro&rick.

We checked the closet for a cot or an air mattress,

but +\'\ere was ho+\'\ih3.
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Rodrick was one s+e‘> ahead of me, ﬂ\oue\-\. He
Sa‘l"\'\ered up +he sofa cushions and made a bed for
himself on the floor. Five seconds later, he was
out cold.

T fisurec} the closet was as sood a \9|ace as ahy
for me to slee\), so 1 got some towels out of the
ba‘ﬂxroom ang laid ‘H\em on ﬂ\e floor.

A\f‘l'er |7ih3 ‘Hwere for a minute, :[ noticed a
TERRIBLE smell and thought a mouse mustve
died in ‘H\e vent or someﬂwihs.
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T 4ried covering m7/ nose with a washcloth, but
+hat seemed to make the smell even WORSE.

T+ was hard ehoush +r7/ih3 +o fall as|ee‘> under
+hose cohcli-h'ohs, but +hen someone in the room
started SNORING. Lucki|7/, T was Pre‘)arecl for
+hat. Mom and Dad BOTH snore, which is the
reason 1 ‘H\ous‘ﬁ ahead and brousxﬁ ear‘>|u35 on
+he +ri\>.

But i+ was so dark in the room T could oh|7/ find
ONE in my duffel bag, so T had +o +r7/ sleeping
with +he ear‘)lus in my lef+ ear and my other ear
Pressed +o the floor.

T did ac+ua||7/ fall o\slee\) for a few minutes, but
woke up to some kind of ruckus Soiha on outside.
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When T looked out the \Dee?\\ole, T saw some-ﬂ-\ihs

flash {37/, but T couldnt tell what it was. So T
cracked open the door to see what was soihs on.

j:‘l' furns out ‘ﬂ\ose kids from +)ne ‘\0‘!’ +ub ‘md
3o++eh +¥\eir \wahc}s on a cleahihS cart and were

r‘dmmih9 it into a wall.
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T couldnt BELIEVE +hese kids’ parents were
|e++ih3 them run wild in the middle of the his}ﬁ,
so 1 s+e‘>?ecl out of ‘H\e room and went over to

SiVe them o Piece of m7/ mind.

The littlest kid burst into tears and ran into his
room, and T didn+t feel bad for even one second.
But a minute later his door O\Dehec} again, and his
FATHER came out.
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T wasnt about o get yelled at {)7/ a growh man
in his uhderwear, so T ran back to our room and
locked the door. Then T Prayecl with all my mis\w'l'
that +he chain lock was strong ehous}\ to kee‘)
him out.

[}

I

~L_
T guess the kids’ dad didn+ see which door T

went into, because he knocked on the wrohg ohe.
'ﬂ-\eh )ne Pouh&ed on -Hwe door ris\w-l' hext to ours
before sivihs up and 3oih3 back to his room.

| “ ® °
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Once the coast was clear, T "\uhe a little sigh on our
doorknob in case the 3u7 decided to come BACK.

T+ was REALLY hard 1[a||ih3 aslee\) after that,
because eVery +ime I ‘\eard someohe outside +)ne

door, T held my breath until 'ﬂ\ey \)assed {)7/
Before I knew i+, ﬂ\e sun was up and so was

Mahhy. Mom turned on the television, and
whenever Mahh7/ watches TV, he TALKS 4o it.

™



AT )

O 2 |

DUCKIE QUACK!
MAKE? & )

T was a little ahhoyed with Mdhh)/ {>|a{>{>erih3

BLINK

[0 ]| sunk

dway , but T guess T cant com‘)laih. T used 4o do

-Hwe same exact +\'\ih3 w\-\eh I was youhser.

One time when T was wa-l'c}\iha my favorite show,

‘l"\e "\os+ asked a ques-h'oh.

WHAT SHOULD
I DRAW ON
THIS BOX?

I DON'T

KNOW...POLKA
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T was Jus+ soofiha around when T answered, but
the guy on TV actually RESPONDED.

OK, POLKA
DOTS IT 13!

T wish i+ never )no\\)\)ehed, ‘l’\-\oua"\. Because for a
|oh3 time after that, T +\'\ou3‘-\+ +he \)eovle inside
the TV could hear eVeryﬂxihS T said.

AND HOW
ARE YOU

I COULD BE
BETTER. MY
BROTHER
RODRICK—

76



Th fact, on my sixth {)irﬂ\do\y, Mom had 4o sit
me down and have a talk about the difference

between “imo\siho\ry" friends and “real” friends.

HEY, DID YOU HAPPEN TO
SEE WHAT MY PARENTS
GOT ME? IT'S A BIKE,
ISNT IT? BLINK ONCE IF
THE ANSWER IS YES!

Once Manny got going in a conversation with his
favorite TV characters this morhing, T knew
+here was no point in +r7/ih3 +o fall back aslee\).
So T Just got up for +he day.

Ahd w}\eh I Jid, I found out ‘H’\e source of
that awful smell. Rodrick had put his shoes in
+he closet, and T had sPeh‘l' +he whole hia\vl'
breqﬂ-\ihs in his fumes.



But even WORSE was that the “washcloth” T
had used to block +he smell was ac+ua||7/ one of

Rodrick’s SOCKS.

S\)eakihs of Rodrick, Mahhy’s conversation with
the TV didnt bother him one little bit, because
he J'US'I' s|e\>+ n's"\‘i’ ﬂ\rous}\ all +he noise.

78



Dad was getting a little restless waiting for
eVeryohe to 3e+ going +his morning. He)s one of
+hose 3u7/s who gets up eVery day at the crack of
dawn so he can arrive at his office early, and this

whole late-star+t 'H'\ihs wash + workiha for him.

EVeh+ua|l7/, Mom made Rodrick get vp and take
a shower. We went to a diner ris\'ﬁ next to the
motel for breakfast, then got back in the van.

Mom said that from now on we were all gonna be
on the same slee\) schedule so we wouldht waste
ah)/ more +ime on our +ri\>. But before s)ne was even

done +a|kih3, Mo\hhy \Dassed out in his car seat.

Mom's bis ‘)ldh for the da?/ was for us o go to a
couh‘l'r)/ fair s"\e reacl about in “Fo\mily Frolic.”
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T'd never been +o o\hy‘ﬂxihs like +hat before, but
it looked like it was worth c\-\eckihg out.

/
e AN(N\ m

@ Yff PR

FOOD! CONTESTS! PRIZES!

ﬂ\e fair was a few }\ours away, So -H-uﬁ meant me
beihs cram\)e& in the backseat asaih, which was
starting to get old. /ﬂ-\ahkfu“y, after an hour,
Mom offered to switch Places with me.

When T got vp to the front seat, T couldnt
believe how much ROOM +there was.
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And it wasn+ Just all +he space +hat was awesome.
T even had individual temperature settings and my

own CU‘) }\older.

T went o c\mhse the radio station, but Dad
s-l'o?\)ed me. He said oh|)/ +he DRIVER gets to
\)ick +¥\e MUuSIC. I didn+ ‘H\ih’( ﬂm-i' was fm'r, but
T wasnt gonha com\alaih and risk getting sent to
+he backseat.

/A0
- - —
2522 =
. . — “:9 J
- ‘(// \\
> 1

J§ MY TRUCK IS BUSTED BUT 4

JIMY DOG HE LOVES MEJ 4
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Dad’s music was Pre‘H)/ awful, but the view +o+o\|l7/
made up for .

When you’re in the back, 7/ou dont have ahy sense
of what's ahead. SE-H'ihs up front, T had a whole
hew perspective and could almost see w‘wy Mom was

so gung )no about +akih3 'H\is road +ri\>.

When we took the exit for the couh+r7/ fair, we
came to a s+oP|53h+. We were behind a minivan that

was the same exact model as ours, oh|>/ Puryle.

The kids in the van looked kind of familiar. T+

took me a second to realize +)ne7/ were ﬂ\e same

ones from last his\-rh

FAIRGROUNDS
NEXT LEFT
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T hadnt 4old Mom and Dad about the incident
with the kids and the cleahihs cart, becavse T
was worried T wouldnt come out |ool<ih3 too great.
And +\\e7/ clefihi-l'el)/ didnt need +o know about my
run-in with Mr. Beardo.

The kids in the \)ur‘)le Vah recoshized me ria‘ﬁ

away, and started makihs obnoxious faces.

o 4
¢ -'-x\\)\) 17)

—~— fr'a*'

T wasn+ gonha Jus+ sit there and take it from
+hose lit+le \Duhks, so T made a face a+ THEM.
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The skihhy one made the same face back at+ ME,
and the second he did, the |53}\+ turned green
and ‘H\e)/ accelerated. When their van lurched
forward, the little kid face—‘)lah‘i'ed into the
back window.

Dad \)assed them on the left, and Mr. Beardo
got a real sood look at me.
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Luck.'l)/, +he ?arkiha lot for the fair was oh|7/ a
few hundred feet up the road. Once we s+o‘>?ed,
T wanted o s+o\7/ inside until T was sure we

weren+ beihs +tailed by +he Pur‘)le van.

FAIR
PARKING

But i+ looked like we were in +he clear. Mahhy
was sHill as|ee\7 in his car seat, so Mom said shed
s+q7/ back with him and +he rest of us could 90
on ahead.

The fair was a LOT different than T 'H\ous}ﬁ

it was gonha be. T ex\aec-l'ed i+ +o have a Ferris
wheel and a merr)/-so-rouhd and stuff like ‘H\dﬁ',
but instead there were a bunch of 4ents with farm
anhimals and booths with homemade food.
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We were se‘H'ihe kind of }whsry dhyway, So we

went |ookih3 for someﬂ\iha o0 eat.

TRz
ACON BOMBS |||

. e

’ﬂxeyl had corn 3035 and fried Jous*\ and all +he
stuff 7ou’<} expect at a big fair. But then +}\e7
had crazy -H"\ihss like dee‘)—(riec{ butter on a stick.

T was ac+ua||7/ slad Mom was still in the van,

becavse T was \are++7 sure that kind of ‘H’\ihs
didnt quahf)/ as ‘real food” in her book.
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After about an hour of wa|kih3 +he fairarouhds,
Dad went back to +he car to see if T"\ahh)/ was
awake 7/e+, and he told me and Rodrick +o g0

exﬂore on our own.

T’ne two of us wahderecl arouhd for a w)m'le until

we came across a tent w)nere -H'\ere was some-l')nihs

{753 3oih3 on.

T+ was o Foulest Footwear contest, and ﬂ\e)/
were o”erihs a \)n'ze for w}\oeVer Ba& -H-\e

nastiest s)noe.
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There was a bis line of Peovle rea&y to submit

‘H\eir entries.

N
FOULEST FOOTWEAR
CONTEST c@l

T +old Rodrick HE should enter, because if
ANYONE deserved o win this 'H\ihs, it was him.

While we were waiting in line, me and Rodrick got
ih an drgument over who would 9et to kee? +he
prize. T said we should SP|H' i+ 50 - 50 because i+
was my idea, but he said he should get the whole
‘H\ihs because i+ was HIS shoe and he was the one
who made i+ stink.

38



Ris\'ﬁ' before we 30-1' +o +he Juc}aihs table, we
reached a compromise where T4 get 10% of +he
\)rize as Rodrick’s aseh-h

Some of the other shoes looked a lot worse than
Rodrick’s, and T was |osih3 confidence that hed
win. But when the judges got to the smell test,

i+ was all over.

JUDGES

Rodrick won first ?rize, w\-\ich turned out to be
a coupoh for one dee\)—fried butter on a stick.
1 told Rodrick }\e could \\dVe i+ all o \'\imseh[,
because the +¥\ous)r\+ of eating ah7' more butter

made me feel a little nauseous.
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Rodrick asked +he J'uéses for his shoe bdck, but

-H\ey said -Hwe)/ were gohha send it on to the
hational com\)e‘l'i‘i'ioh. So +hat lef+ Rodrick walkiha
around with ohly one shoe. T decided +o explore
+he hear’oy stalls while Rodrick was Pohs}wiha off
his stick of fried butter.

2161

4@
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But T had a SERIOUSLY close call when T

turned a corner and almost ran smack into +he
entire Beardo famil)/. Luckily, T was able to duck

for cover Jus+ n time.
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Now ‘H\o\‘l’ 1 knew ‘H\e Beardos were on ‘H\e
fairsrouhcls, T was eager to get out of there.

T went o look for Rodrick, but he mustve gone
back o the van. T decided o head there myse”,
but on m7/ wa7/ ot T S?oﬁed +he +0\> of Moms

‘-\ead N a crowJ uhc}er onhe of -Hwe livestock tents.

Peoﬂe were ‘)ackec{ shoulder o shoulder, and T
tried \)us)nihs m7/ wa?/ ‘H\rous\'\ to 3e+ +o where

Mom was.

But when T got )nalfway n, a biﬁ cheer went up-




When T fihally made it up to the front, T was
SUrPriseci to see Mahhy s+ahJih3 in the middle of

the crowd, \woldihs a piece of paper.

A\)Parehﬂy, there was a contest to see who could
come the closest to guessing +he weia)n‘r of a }xos,

and Mo\hhy got it exac+|)/ ris)n‘t

H!

] ;:

-
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The prize for guessing +he }xos’s weisH' was a real

live baby Pig-




Mom explained to the judge that theyd just
entered the contest for fun and didnt adually
WANT +he Pio-

But the Peo?|e in the crowd seemed kind of

insulted and wouldn+t take no for an answer.

With all +he commotion +his was causing, T was
nervous the Beardo family wds gohna come over
+o the livestock 4ent o see what was going oh.
Luckily, {)7/ then Mom seemed ready to get out of
there ‘wersel{, and we made our wa?/ to the exit.

Dad was sitting in the van with the air-conditioning

cranked up, and when he saw Mom co\rryihs a

P9 he was a little +aken {)7/ surprise.
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Mom filled Dad in on how Mdhhy won the Pig in
the contest, but he didnt seem too thrilled with

‘H\e news.

Dad said we }m& ho business owm'h3 a \763 and
that we needed +o +ake it back to the fair
immec}idﬁ’ely.

But Mom said it was too late, because the P9
had alrea&y "im\>rih+ec{" on Mahhy.
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Dad still wasnt on board, ‘H\ous}\. He said a pig is
a “barn animal” and could be carrying all sorts of
parasites and whatnot. But Mom said a LOT of
people keeP pigs as pets, and she'd heard +)ne7/’re

J'us+ as Smart as Joss.

Then Rodrick 30‘!‘ in on the conversation. He
voted for KEEPING +he P9 because he said we
could se‘l' free bacon from it eVery morhihs . +he
way you get eggs from a chicken.

So either he doesnt understand how \)iss work, or
he Jus+ wasn+ ‘H\ih’(ihs it all +he wa7/ ‘l’}\r‘ous*\.

T was all in favor of kee?ihs +he P9 f it meant
we could }wrry up and get going.
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T noticed a ‘)ur?|e van ‘)arkec} a few spaces awa7/
from ours ) and I was hervous ‘H\e Beardos would

show up any second.

Dad 1[iha||7/ caved in. He said if we were gonna
kee‘) +he pig, it would have 4o ride in the boat.
But Mom said \>u+‘h'h3 +he Pig in the boat was
“inhumane” and that we needed to find a place for
i in the van.

The ﬂ\ihs is, there wasn+ o\hyw\\ere to PUT
+he Pig in +he van. We couldn+ Just let i+ roam
free, and we couldnt exac+|7/ strap it in with a
seat belt, either. So Mom emP‘h'ec} out the cooler
and put the pig in THERE.

Once that was settled, we fihally \)ulled out of
the \Darkihs lot.
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After we ?u+ a few miles between us and +he fair,

T could -Fiha”)/ breathe asdn'h.

But the P9 started causing trouble ria\ﬁ away.
B}/ +he time we 30+ back on the Hs}\wa?/, it had
—h'\)\)ecl over the cooler and was rooting around in

one of the Mommy Meal bass.

T had o wrahsle +he P9 back into the cooler,
and THIS +ime T s+ra\>\>ecl the seat belt across
it so it wouldn+ tip over.

Mom ﬁsured +he pPig was }whsr?/, so she said we
needed to s+o‘> and 3e+ it some food. Her idea
was for us o 9o to a restavrant and then give
+he pig our lef+overs. That sounded like a 300&
deal to0 me, since it meant wed ac+ua||7/ get to

have a sit-down dinner.
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We found a ?lace to eat a few miles away and
Mom s+a7/ecl back in the van with +he Pig while
the rest of us went inside. But when +he waitress
saw that Rodrick was oh|7 wedring ohe shoe, she
said she couldnt serve him.

&

é é OMELETS » PANCAKES
EGGS ANY STYLE

) -
NO SHIRT
NO SHOES
NO SERVICE
L1 11111l

Dad said me and Rodrick could +ake turns usihs
MY shoe. But T wish T hadnt let Rodrick 9o

first, because he's the world’s slowest eater.
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When we 30‘!’ back in the Van, we gave +he ‘)53 our
leftover corn and Vese‘hables, which it ate s+rai3)n+
out of the s+7/ro1[oo\m container.

Mom started |ookih3 up Places to s+a7/ for the

hiﬁ\\-l' on the GPS. She asked Rodrick 4o call
hotel o see if +\-\e7/ had ahy rooms dVdi‘dHe.T"\e)/
did, but Rodrick blew i+ {)}/ getting too s‘)ech[ic.

THEY SAY,
“NO PIGS.”
. 7 o

\
. !

Mom found another \)lace a few miles away., and

this time she did the talking.

The hotel was Just after the tolls. A few hundred
feet from the exit, traffic came 4o a crawl.
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That was a ProHem for me because T had two
bis slasses of lemonade at the restavrant and
REALLY needed to use the bathroom.

T s?oﬁed a gas station up ahead and asked
Mom and Dad if T could }\0\) out and use the
ba‘ﬂwroom, then catch up with the car after T

was dohe.

Dad didn+ like +he idea because he was worried
+hat 57/ the time T got back, -Hwe)/ mis}ﬁ' already
be ‘H\rous\'\ +he tollbooth. By how i+ was ‘)re-H?/
obvious ﬂwe P"ﬁ needed +o 90, +oo0, because it was

ruhhihs in little circles ihside -H\e cooler.

Mom said T could use the bathroom at +he gos
station as |oh3 as 1 {)rouah‘l' +he \753 WITH me.
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So 1 ‘l'ucked it under m7/ arm and ran across ‘H\ree
lanes of traffic 4o the gas station.

T +ried the handle to the men's room, but i+ was
locked. T waited for the person using it to come
OUT, but whoever was in there wasnt in ah)/
rush o wrap ‘H\ihgs vp.
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T was se‘l"h'hs kind of cles‘)era‘l'e, so 1 tried
+he handle +o the women's room, but THAT was
|ocke&, +oo.

T ran back o the car, which had ohly moVved
forward about five feet in the time T was gone.

When T +old Mom that both bathrooms were
occuPied, s\\e said gas station bwﬂwrooms are
ALWAYS locked and that T had 4o ask

+he

ATTENDANT for the key.

So T ran BACK +o the gas station and +old
+he 3u7/ at the desk T needed +o use the

restroom in a \wrry.
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T'm not sure what T was exPech'hs from a
9as station bathroom ) but it was ac+ua||7/ a lot

WORSE than T could ve even imasihed.

@
g

Let me J'us+ So\7/ it was \Dre'H'y awkward usihS +he

+oilet with a farm animal staring ris)n‘l' at me.
But the pig was even MORE embarrassed than
T was, because when i+ was the \)is’s furn to 90,
hoﬂwihs ‘-\a?\)ehed.
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Af‘l'er T gave +he key back +o the a-H’ehJah‘h
T sPoHed our Van just as it was about 4o 90
-l'\wrous‘w the tollbooth. So T S\arih-l'ed all +he way
across traffic to get to it in time.

But before I o‘)ehec} +he door, ]: wis)n ]: had
hoticed that the van didnt have a BOAT
attached o it.

AT
o

OUR van was ac-l'ua"y still o few cars back, and
b)/ the time T 30‘!’ ihside, +he ?59 looked like he

was about to burst.

T guess Mom was risxﬁ' about ?iss {)eihS Smart,
because when T put Kim on Mahh)/’s Po++7/ seat,

he knew EXACTLY what to do.
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M&A)’_

When we ‘)ulled vp to the hotel last his}n‘f, T was
relieved that it looked a lot nicer than the \)lace
we stayed the night BEFORE.

Mom and Dad weren+ +o\kih3 ahy chances on
se‘H'ihs turned o\way at -Hwe desk because of +)ne
Pig, So we ke\)‘l' it in the cooler until we got into

our room.

SNUFFLE
GRUNT
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T +hink Mom felt bad about the sleep situation at
the motel the first his\'d', because this time she
rented TWO rooms so eVer)lohe would have a bed.

But I S){\ouH’Ve known ﬂ'\er‘e was a ca‘l'c*\. Mom

said since she and Dad had Mahhy n THEIR
room, the \)is was gohha Kave +o S+o\7/ n OURS.

T didnt know what T was suP\)oseJ to do with the
\753, so T +tried \)uHihs it in our bathtub. But i+
started w)nim‘Deriha the second T set i+ down.

|
iR A
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T decided to let the P9 loose in the bathroom,
but when T Peeked inside a few minutes later, it
had made a TERRIBLE mess in there. And T'm
Pre‘H')/ sure i+ ate a bar of soap, too.

/

°lo

SHICCUP
o 2

T let the P9 free in the bedroom so T could kee\)
an eye on it, but the first -H-\ihs it did was 90
s+rm'8¥\+ +to ‘l'}\e door cohhec+ih3 ‘l'}\e two rooms.

SCRATCH
SCRATCY
SCRATCH |

P
|



EVeh+ua||7/, Dad got sick of all +he noise and
oPeheJ the door 4o let +he Pig in.

|

T was so tired T fell as|ee\> before my head hit
+he \)illow.

’ﬂ\is morhih3 j: woke up +o ‘H\e sound of weird
hoises coming from the foot of m7/ bed. At first T
‘Hwous)nﬁ' Rodrick had gotten vp early, but then
T realized the sound was coming from the PIG.

L (|| — l »
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T+ had somehow ﬁsurec} out how o open +he
minibar door and was roo+ih3 ‘H\roush +he cahcly

and o+)ner shacks nside.

I ?icked -H-\e \)63 up and \)u+ it i our baﬂﬁu{),
+hen went next door to tell Mom and Dad what
‘-\a?\)ehec}. But it 4urned out the \753 had raided
THEIR minibar, +oo.

= ‘ Qo‘?&i?
@&

Somehow i+ had even gotten into +he DRINKS.
T counted at least +hree em‘>+7/ cans onh the
ﬂoor, and dont even ask me }wow a Pis mahasec{
+o do THAT.
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Dad went down to the front desk to tell them
our “Pe‘l’“ had SO‘H'eh into the minibar and we
shouldnt be c%arsecl for all the stuff it ate.

But the clerk told Dad we were gonha have +o
?ay for the stuff from the mihi{)ar, and on +o‘>
of THAT, there was a fiﬁy—dollar Pemlv for
vio|a+ih3 the hotel's “no \)e‘l'" Policy.

After the final +a||7/, +he P9 ended up costing us
more than the ROOMS did.

Mom was eager to get on the road, so she woke
Rodrick up and +told him o get in +he shower.
But T ?roba{ﬂ)/ should ve mentioned +o him tha+t
+he Pig was in the bathtub before he s+e\>‘>ed n.
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When we got in the car, Dad was on the P\\ohe
with his office. A?Parehﬂy, there was some sort
of emersehcy, and he was the oh|7/ one who knew
how o +ake care of it.

Mom had Plahhed a 553 Ja)/ for us with lots of
stops, so she wasn+ }xo\ﬂay +hat Dad had +o deal
with a work situation. But we hit the road ahyway,
and Dad +alked on the \)\wohe while he drove.

111



Our first stop was a place +hat claimed to have
+he |ar3es+ piece of popeorn in the world, which
ended up hot beihs +hat impressive. First of all,
it washt a real piece of popeorn, it was a wood

carving, and second, it wasnt even all +that bis.

When we got out of the car, Dad s-l'a)/ecl back
on his call. The P9 s+a7/ed, +o0, s|ee\>ih3 off +he
drinks from the minibar.

_Greetings from the home of the

38 wumq;s‘ LARGEST POPCORN HERNEL ) §

Next we went to a ?lace +hat's su?Posedly “world

famous” because i+ has life-size carvings of all the
U.S. ?resideh‘rs in butter.
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ﬂ\is +ime Mom made Dad 3e+ out of the van and
Join us, but he s-l"a)/ed on the V*\ohe the whole time.

CIFT
SHOP
P —

When we got back in the car, Mom let Dad know
it wasnt OK for him o be missing out on “fdmily
+ime.” Dad told her he Just needed to deal with
one more work iIssve, and after it was taken care
of, hed give us his full attention.

Dad said he was about o get a call from one of
his international clients and that when he DID, it

was really important for eVeryohe +o s+a7/ quiet so
it would seem like Dad was in +he office.
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T+ didn+ look like that was gonnha be a bis Problem.
Mo\hh7' was already down for his afternoon nap,

and the pig was still Passe& out in the cooler.

~

A few minutes later, Dad’s call came in. You could
+ell b)/ how loud +he guy was +a|kih3 +hat he was
u?se't But Dad S\?Oke in a real even tone, and his

client seemed to calm down.

The rest of us s+a7/eJ as quiet as we could. But
then Rodrick got out one of his Pdcks of bubble
gum and Pu‘i’ all five \)ieces in his mouth and
star+ted chewihs it real loud.

Mom sm?\)ecl her f.’hSers to +r7/ and 3e+ him to

S‘I'O\) makiha So muc\-\ noise.
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But her 1[ih3er Sha?\)ihg was ad'ua")l LOUDER
+han the gum c\\ewihs, which you could tell was
irri+a+ih3 Dad.

Mom wanted Rodrick +o 3e+ rid of his gum, so she
?ressec} +he button o open the sunroof. But when
she DID, the sound of air {)|owih3 inside the van
was like a et turbine.

Mom realized she had made a mistake, so she
‘)ressec} the button to CLOSE the sunroof. But
before it shut all the way, Rodrick chucked his

gum ‘H\rous}\ ‘H\e oPehihs.
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The gum boomero\haed rig\ﬁ' BACK and got stuck
in the gear track of +he sunroof.

@ |

Mom {rah‘ﬁca“)/ \)ressecl the “close” button , but
the sunroof was J'ammecl open. At that moment,
the air rus)nihs in from outside dis|odsecl Flat
S+ah|e7/ from the vent, and he went {]yihs.

Dad was }mvihs a really hard +ime concentrating
on his call and was 'fum{>|ih3 with the buttons o
‘h’)/ and s\w‘l' ﬂ\e sunroof \'\imsel-f.
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But now he didn+ have a hand on the wheel and
was s+een'h3 with his KNEES.

Dad started Jrif-l'ihs out of his lane, and +he
driver of a }wge tractor-trailer let us know it,

which made Dad droP his ?\\ohe.
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The horn also startled Mdhhy, and his Pach[ier
VoP‘JeJ out and onto the floor.

Mdhh)l was suckihs air like he still had his \)ac.'\[ier
n Hs mouﬂ-\, and I knew we )naci about ten
seconds to find it before he had a full-on +antrum.

T sPo-H'ecl +he ?acifier on the floor in front of
me and tried to unfasten my seat belt so T could
reach it. But instead T accideh+a||7/ unbuckled +he

seat belt }\oHihs t+he COOLER in \)lo\ce.

Dac} was +r7/ih3 o reac\'\ for Hs \)\\ohe at ‘H\e
same +ime, and \'\e Jerke& +)ne car to +)ne |e-(+,
which made the cooler tip over.
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Now i+ was total chaos. The Pig was loose, Mo\hhy
was cryihs, and Dad was cursing because he couldnt

reac\w )nis \)\'\ohe.

But the main Problem was the PIG. T+ was
going bananas, running around on the floor and
squealihs like crazy. EVeryohe was +r7/ih3 to srab
i, but the pig was too sli\)\)ery.

Then, all of a sudden, the pig went quiet. And
when he Po?PeJ back up, we knew w\'\y
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T reached out real s|ow|7/ and Plucked Mahh/s
Vach[ier out of +he ‘Jisjs mouth. Ahd +hat's when
it BIT me.

T guess +he P19 decided this was its chance 4o
make a run for it. T+ }\o?PeJ up oh l"\ahhy’s seat
and tried o Squeeze +)nrou3)n ‘l"'\e window , wh’c\-\
was opeh a crack.

WRIGGLE
SQUIRM

/M

The Pig mahdsed to get its head and front |e35
out the window and wouldve made i+ ALL +he
way out if Mom hadn+ Jum\)ecl over her seat and
srabbed s hind legs.

120



But w"\eh S}\e |uh3ed for ﬂ\e ‘)53, s}\e kicked a
button on the stereo, and now we had +he S‘mhis}\
CD {>|o\rih3 at {ull volume.

POR FAVOR, HABLE
MAS DESPACIO.

The whole time, Dad was swerving all over the
Place. EVeh-l'uo\“y, Mom got +he P9 back inside
and closed Mahh/s window. Dad mahasec} +o
?U” +he van over and turn off the stereo.

T+ was quiet in the car for a full minute while
everyone caus\'\‘l" +heir breath. Dad was really mad
+hat we messed up his business call, and he let us
know it.

121



But he Probably should ve made sure his ?\wohe was
off first. Because when he ?°+ it to his ear, his
client was still on the other end.

T&J&)/_
After Dad’s work-call disaster 7/es+ercla7/, he and
Mom had a |oh3 talk outside the car. Then -Hwey

got back in, and we drove in silence for a while.

A Ralf hour later we \Du||ed into the \)arkihg lo+
of a petting zoo. Mom oPehed the side door and
took the cooler with the pig in it out of the van.

PETTING Z(

ENTR

wi,
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Mom went ihsicle, and five minutes later she came

out with an em‘)+7/ cooler.

Per$ohq||7/, T wasnt sad to see the P19 g0 but

T"\ahhy was o different s+or>/.

I'm hot so sure Mom was doihs ‘I’)ne \De‘Hihs 200
ahy favors {)7/ doha-h'ha a \)53 that bites kids.

And s?eakihs of which, my (ihser was really
KILLING me.

Dad said ﬂm‘l’ +)ne \769 \)roba{>|7/ ‘\o\c}h)i' }md o\h)/

immunizations and migh-l' even have rabies, which
was NOT what T wanted to hear.
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Tve seen ehous\-\ horror movies to know that when
a person gets bit b}/ an animal, ho+)nih3 sooci
comes of it. The LAST ‘ﬂ\ihs T need is 4o turn
into some kind of were-pig, because that could
really mess up my da-h'hs life.

Orreres

FULL MOON
TONIGHT!

Chez Henri

/ REALLY? I

! HADN'T
EVEN

NOTICED!

Mom +ook a look at my fihaer, and T could +ell
she was a little worried. She said we should find
a doctor to check it out, which didn* calm my

herves dh7’.

Mom tried 4o find an emersehcy-care \)lace on
the GPS, but there was hoﬂ\ihs within a 1[.1[17/-

mile radivs.
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But she DID find a VETERINARIAN'S office
five minutes up ‘Hwe road.

She said a veterinarian would have the same stuff

as a re3ular doctor, but a vet could ac+ua||7/ be

BETTER because -H\e)/ mis\-rl’ know a 'H\ihs or
+wo about \753 bites.

T *\oheS‘H)/ ‘H\ous\'d' Mom was Jokihg around about
+his veterinarian ‘H‘\ihs, but she was dead serious.
And a few minutes later we \)u“ed into the
Parkihs lot.

3ONDS | VETERINARIAN

CHECKS BOARDING +

GROOMING

Mom +alked 4o +he rece\>+iohis+ at the front desk
while the rest of us waited on a bench.
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A minute later Mom came back with a cli?{)oarc}
and some ?a‘)erwork 1o fill out.

All T can say is, T )no\:e +his stuff doesn+ get
filed on my permanent record, because if i+ crops

up later in life, it could be embarrassihg.

Emergency Pet Care

Patient Registration

( )

Pet’s name: AZQQL%J
Owner’s name: AME%

Species: Nw"wm

Last vaccination: %gmwﬂg/iZ_

History of worms? Yes B No [J

@Q%

Last rabies shot: NZA

Spayed/Neutered? Yes [ No[X
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Once Mom handed in the forms, +he receptionist
told me T could sit with the other “patients” +o
wait for +¥\e doctor.

Youd think T4 get some sort of \)riori+7/ because
T'm a human beihs, but T got put behind a serbil
+hat had swallowed a cigarette and a cat that
got its face stuck in a 7/03ur+ container.

/J/

When we had our clos, Sweetie, Mom had to take
him 1o +he vet a bunch of imes for getting into

stuff he wasnt suWoseJ +o eat. But the LAST

+ime she took him, she didnt reo\||7/ heed +o.

Mom had found a bunch of em\>+7/ cello?\wahe

wrappers from a Pack of w}xoo?ie Pies n ‘H\e |auh&ry
room, and s‘we {iaured Sweetie \-\acl eaten ‘H\em.
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AVPareh-Hy, chocolate is like POISON +o a
303, so Mom rushed him 4o the vet +o get his
S+OMGC"\ Vum‘)ed.

When Mom brousH' Sweetie home from the vet,
she told me he had gotten into +he w}\ooPie pies.
T fel+ kind of bad, because T was the one who
ate +)nem, not the dos.

Ahd from w}\cﬁ' 1’Ve heard, 3e++ih3 7/our s+omo«c}x

\)um\)ec} isht a real Pleasah+ ex?eriehce.

71 OWE N
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T feel like my visit to the vet was ‘)d)l{)dck for
+he w\-\ooPie pie incident, es‘pecially when the nurse
weig}\ec} me on the same scale ‘l’\\ey use for DOGS.

] . -
:,‘ DOGGie POUNDS \

The nurse took my +em\>era+ure, +o0, and had
me *\olc} +)ne ‘H\ermome‘fer uhc}er m7/ +oh3ue for
‘H\ir+7/ seconds.

When T 30‘!’ back o the wai-h'hs area, Rodrick
told me that when ﬂ\ey take an ANIMAL'S
+ern\>era+ure ) ‘H\e)/ stick +he thermometer

somewhere ELSE, and -H\e)/ Pro{mbl)/ use the

same one for all their \)a‘h'eh‘l's.
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T was worried Rodrick mis\w‘l' be rish‘h but then
I reah’zed ‘H\is information was comihs from a 307/
who was eating 3er{>i| Pe||e+s.
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Twice while we were wa.‘h’ha at the Ve+’s, Mann
bolted out ‘l')ne front door ) and boﬂ'\ +imes Dad
Srabbeé him before he got Yoo far. T +hink
Mo\hh)/ was ?re++7/ mad about us |edvih3 his P9
at the \)e‘l"l'ihs 200, and he was ac+ih3 out.
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When T was Mahhy’s age, T used 4o get mad at
Mom and Dad and +r7/ to run away all the time.
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T remember once when we were in the c}mhaihs
room at the ?ool and Mom was +r7/ih3 +o make

me wear a baﬂ\ihs suit T didnt like. T took off
runhing, but T wasnt really thinking about where
T was GOING.
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RODRICK used o run away lot, too. When he
was in first srade, ‘-\e’é take off eVery c}ay at ‘H-\e
same time, but hed come back home when Mom told
him his favorite TV show was on.

: 152 (F] == it !




When Mo\hhy tried to run away THIRD +ime
+oda7/, Mom bous\-vl' a retractable leash at the
front Jesk +o +r7/ ahcl kee‘) \'\im uhder control.

Mom also got a bahdaae for Rodrick’s foot so we
could start going into restavrants as a fo\mily again.

Fihally, +he veterinarian was ready to see me, and
the nurse led us into the exam room. M7/ palms
started getting swem‘y, becavse T alwo?/s get a
li++le nervous when it's time to see the doctor.
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T'm not a 553 fan of heeclles, and Mom knows
it. So whenever T need o get a flu shot or
50me+¥\ih3, Mom doesn+t tell me it's coming.

Ahd {>7/ +)ne +ime I {isure out w)ncrl"s Soihs on,
i*'s too late.

HEY, IS THAT
A HOT-AIR
BALLOON?

But there werent any shots +his time around.
Mom told the vet what had \'\a\)\)ehed, and she
took a look at m7/ {ihser.

’ﬂ\e vet said ‘H\ere was ho-l'}\iha o worry about
since ‘H\e Pis’s +ee+¥\ )nadh,‘l' broken +)ne skin.
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She put some antibacterial ointment on my -fihser
Jus+ to be safe and then sent me on m7/ way.

j: so-H'a sa7/, I was ?reﬁy imPresseJ {>7/ -I'}\e
whole veterinarian experience. The doctor was no-

honsense and didn+ ambush me with dh7/ heedles.

I fisure w)neh we 3e+ back \'\ome I mish‘% researc)n
some Veterinarians in our area. lﬂm nhot sayihs
lﬂm defihi-fely Soihs to make the swi+c\'\, but I

Jo want to see w\\a-r m7/ oP-h'ohs are.

Af‘fer ‘H\e Ve+’s, Dad s?eth some time +r7/ih3 to
get +he gum out of the sunroof with a Vo‘)sicle
stick. But it was too messy and eVeh’rua”y he

3o\Ve U\).
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Dad didnt like not beiha able +o close +}\e svhroof,
so he drove around +r7/ih3 to find a mechanic who
could fix it. But hobo&y he +alked o would do i+
for under a hundred bucks.

So Dad went 4o a grocery store and boush-r some
cello‘)\'\o\he and duct tape, and he fashioned his
OWN sunroof.
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T +hink Dad was Pre++7/ ‘)roud of himself for
saving mohey on repairs, esPecia||7/ when it started
to rain and his homemade sunroof held up.

But after a while the cellop‘mhe started 1[i||ih3
with water and buss.

EVeh+ua||7/, +he whole +)nih3 gave way., and for
once T was slaJ to be si++ih3 in the back.
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We Parked under an overpass and waited for ﬂ-\e
rain to clear up while Mahhy and Rodrick c}mhsed
into some dry clothes.

’ﬂ-\e +ri\> was a total disaster up +o -I'}\is Poih‘h
and even Mom was reo\ciy to admit it.

She said it ?robably wasn+ such a soocl idea to do
eVeryﬂxihs accordihs +o +he masazihe, and that
if we switched -H-\ihss up o li+tle, may{)e we could

furn ‘H\e ‘h’i‘) arouhd.
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Mom said that from then on, wed 90 wherever

the road took us and wed make decisions as a
FAMILY along the way. She said the rest of
+he ‘h'i? could be like +those Choose Your Own

AJVeh‘i'ure books.

T always liked those books, because on eVery page

7/ou 3e+ +o make a Jecisioh +\m+ d\ahees +\\e s+or7/.

— \

The ancient statue has a
priceless gem in its eye
socket. The inscription at
the base of the statue
reads STEAL FROM ME
AND PERISH. What do
you do?

If you pry the gem from
the statue, turn to page 40.

If you stop and pet the
kitten, turn to page 23.

93

—%‘

’ﬂ\e \‘)roblem S, I hever seem to make ﬂ\e c%oices

+)na+ 3e+ me to a }\a\)\))/ ehcliha.
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Th fact, it seems like no matter WHAT choice T
make, its always the WRONG one.

T
When you step onto the

dais to pet the kitten, the
ground beneath you gives
way, opening into a deep
chasm.

You fall to the bottom and
die. Better luck next time!

The End

T wasnt so sure about Moms new a??roo\c\w, but T

fisured ahyﬂxihs was an improvement as |oh3 as |
didnt 3e+ bit {37/ ahy more \7535.

After the rainstorm \)assec}, we 9°+ back in the
car and gave Mom's idea a +r7/. When we reached
our first intersection, she asked eVeryohe i we

should turn ris\w‘l' or lef+ or 90 s+rai3\-\+.
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So we held a vote. Me and Rodrick voted +o turn
ria*ﬁ, and +)na+,s w\m‘f we did. Ah& w\\eh we 3o+
+o ANOTHER intersection, we Voted again, and
+his +ime we 4urned LEFT.

We drove into this little town that had 4wo
restauvrants, and after we VO+e&, we went to one
+hat ended up )navihg +he bes+ o\ﬂ)le pie Tve ever
tasted in m7/ life. Thn fact, it was so 3004 we
ordered a SECOND one.
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Mom was really P|eased with herself for coming up
wiﬂ-\ -H-\is new a?‘;roac\\ and said s\-\e wds gohnha
write in ‘o "‘Famﬂy Frolic" and tell THEM about i.

The oh|7/ person who WASN'T ‘-\avihs a 3004
time was MANNY, who still seemed vpset about
+he pig- Mom ke\)-l' +he leash on him even while we
were ea‘h'hs, +o make sure he didnt +r7/ and run

awa7/ o\saih.

After lunch, Mom asked me to take T"\ahhy +o +he
bathroom, which oh|7/ had one +oilet in it. So T
waited outside for him o do his business.

Mahhy was in there for a while, and T started o

wonder w\-\a‘l' was ‘h:\kihs \wim So |oh3.
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T fiha“y o?ehed the door, and he was GONE.

Luckl Dad saw Mc\hhy ﬂ\rous}\ the front
w.hc}ow of the restavrant and Scoo‘Ded him up
before it was too late. Because if it had been

another minute or two, who knows HOW far he
woulc}’\/e SO‘H’eh.
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We got back in the van and Mom s+ra‘>‘>ed T"\ahhy
into his car seat. When we got to a s+o‘>|i3¥\+,
everyone asreed +hat we should 90 left, and we
waited for the light to change.

\/\“\eh it turned green, Dad s+e‘>\>ed on ‘er 99s,
but a car came out of nowhere and TOTALLY
roan +¥\e rec} ||'3\\+.

Dad laid on the horn, but the driver just kept
on going.

Then another car ran the ||'3¥\+, and then

ANOTHER. T+ was like hobo<}7 even NOTICED
that the light was red.
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Dad was Se-H'ihs Pre‘H)/ frustrated, and when he
Saw a gap between two cars, he put +he ‘Jeclal to
the floor and }\uhs a left.

We barely squeezecl in front of +he NEXT car,
which ALSO ran the ||'3}\+.

When T looked back at the car behind vs, T
hoticed 50me+¥\ih3 weird. There was a little ﬂas on
either side of the hood.
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Mom noticed the ﬂass, +oo, and she got rea||7/
upset. She said the vehicles behind us were part of
a FUNERAL Processioh.

She ex\plo\ihed +hat Jurihs a funeral, cars are
allowed +o 90 +)nrou3\-\ red |53\-\+s on +heir way
from the church o the ceme+er‘7/ so +)ne7/ can all
stick +03e+)ner. Ahd how we d gone and cut off

‘Hwe line of cars.

Dad was getting Pahick7/ +hat all +he cars behind
our Van were how -Fo\lowihs us, and he +tried o
shake them off our +ail b}/ makihs a few quick turns.
— J
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]:+ didnt work, ‘Hwoua\\. Dad said \-\e was gohna
get back on the \-\is\wway and +r7/ +o lose the cars
THAT way, but Mom said the LEAST we could do
was lead +he people behind us +o the ceme‘l"ery.

So Mom +7/?ed "ceme+ery" into the GPS, and

+here was one Just o few blocks away.

JUNTRY 182 RESULTS FOR "CEMETERY"
QUIET MEADOWS 0.5

RESTFUL OVERLOOK] 7.2

PEACEFUL VIEW 7.9
PLEASANT HILLS 9.3

We drove ﬂ\rous}\ +he gates and \)arked aloh3 +he
side of the \Da-i')n. EVeryohe who was fo\lowihg us
30‘!’ out of ‘H\eir cars, but +¥\e7/ seemed confused.

One look at the gravestones and it was clear what

had }xa‘)‘)ehed. APParehﬂy, the GPS +treats all
cemeteries the same, and i+ had taken us to a

PET ceme+er7/.
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got usl)/.

After escaping with our lives from +he pet

ceme+er7/, eVeryohe decided it would be best +o
Jus+ Vack it in for ﬂ\e hiﬁ}x‘l’. So we found a
hotel a few miles away and got a room oh +he

seVeh‘H\ foor.
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Dad wasnt comfortable |eavih3 all our stuff in
the van, since someone could get in ‘I’\'\rous)n +he

sunroof and steal whatever +¥\e7/ wanted, so we
had 4o take EVERYTHING into the hotel.

Jroe
)
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This morhing Mom wanted +o kee\) going with
+he Choose Your Own Adventure \)|ah. T was
starting to wonder if it was such a great idea,

——

e

since i+ almost 30‘!’ us killed 7es+erda7/ , but Mom
was s+ic1<ih3 with it.

She srdbbed a bunch of brochures from the front

desk and brous\-rl' them to breakfast so we could
fisure out what we wanted to do for +he Ja?/.
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There were ac+ua||7/ TOO many opions, and

hobody could agree on what 4o do.

Dad wanted o take an q||-c}a7' suidec} tour of a
Civil War battlefield. Mom wanted o go to the
beach. And Rodrick wanted o go to +he electric

3u5+o\r museum.
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What looked like +he most fun to ME was a place
called Soak Central. We went to a water \mrk
LAST summer but got rained out, so 1 -{isure&
+his would make up for it.

But Mom read ‘H\rous)n the brochure and said Soak
Central looked “artificial” and that the whole

?oih‘l' of this +ri‘> was Yo AVOID ?lo\ces like that.

150



Since hobod)/ could agree oh ahy‘l’\\ihs, Mom said
she was makihs an “executive decision” and that
we were going o the beach. Dad didn+ com?|aih,
because T'm sure he was ﬂxihkihs that if we were
going o the shore, he mish-f ac+ua||7/ get a
chance 4o use his BOAT.

Tm rea|l7/ not much of a beach person m)/self.

Whenever we go to one, we brihg a blanke+ and
sPreo\d it out, then sit there for the whole c}a?/.
And you cant rea||7/ 90 ahyw}were, because you’re

worried someone will take 7/our SPO“’.

The last time we went to the beach, Dad broug\ﬁ'
‘H\e +o\r\> he uses ‘o cover 'H'\e boat so we'd \mVe

more room for our fama'l)/ and all our stuff.
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But the +ar‘> was at LEAST +wice the size of our

old blanket, and i+ took up a ton of space on
the beach.

Not 1o mention the fact that it's made of
PLASTIC, so with the sun beating down, it
was like sitting in a fryiha pan.

T+ was ESPECIALLY embarrassing when the
rest of m7/ family went to 3rab lunch on +he
boardwalk and T had 4o hahg back on the tarp
57/ myself +o watch our stuff.




So T wasnt real excited about going to the beach,
es‘)ecially since T knew Dad had his boat tarp

with him.

T’ne beach was a few )nours’ c{n’Ve away, so I
decided to take a hap until we got there. And
believe me, with all the Juhk Pi|e& up in the back

of the minivan, it wash+ easy.

T woke up when the van slowed down. T +\'\ous\w+
we were at the {)eac)n, but we hadnt even so-Heh
+o the bridse ye‘h T+ seemed like eVeryohe had
+he same idea WE did.

WONK HONN) geEEEP _ &)

o el asliil
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When we were about a quarter of a mile from
+he bn’dse, T could tell Dad was starting o

se‘l' nervous.

He HATES bridges, because for some reason he

3e+s Jizzy w}\eheVer \'\e \-\as o clriVe over ohe.

.

(bt

Jﬂxe bndae o ‘H\e {)eac"\ is one of ‘H’\ose kinds
+hat's really \-\.S)n above the water, and T'm sure
Dad wasn+ |ookih3 forward to {)eihs stuck on it
for the next half hour.

Mom told Rodrick HE could drive. So we ‘)u”ed

over and eVeryohe st'c}\ec} seats.
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Dad took my ‘)lace in the back so he wouldn+ see
+he bn’dae out the front wihdow, and T moved o
the middle row.

\Al)neh Rodrick so+ n -H\e drivers seat, )ne +ook
adv:m-l'ase of Dad's radio rule and blasted \\eav7/
metal music. And T could tell that wasn+ hel‘)iha
Dad's nerves.

We were oh|7l going about +hree miles an hour.
T+ looked like we were gonha be stuck on the
briclae even |oh3er than T ex\)ed'ec}, so T oPeheJ
+he bag of cheese curls Rodrick {)oua\\‘l' at the

srocery store.
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There was a seasull sitting on +he bridae ro\ilihs

next to our minivan, and it looked ris}ﬁ at me.
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T guess T kind of fel+ sorry for it, so T +ossed

a cheese curl out of +the sunroof. T have +o say,

T was ‘)re-Hy im‘)ressed when the seasull caus\ﬁ
the thing in midair.




T was about o throw i+ ANOTHER one, but
Mom s+0\>\>ec} me.

She said seo\sulls are req||7/ aggressive, and giving
them "PeoPle food” is a bad idea.

She was ris}\-l' about the “agsressiVe" ‘l‘\\ihs,

because two seconds later the seagull was on top

of the car, and you could tell i+ wanted more food.

T +hrew another one at it to +r7/ and make it
go away, but +he seagull bobbled the cheese curl,
which fell rish‘t back into the car.
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That's when ‘ﬂ\ihss 9ot BAD.

The sea3u|| \\oPPed down INTO +he car and ate
the cheese curl off +he floor.

For a secohd, eVeryohe was in a state of s}\ock +)no\+

a seasu” was in our Van, and hobo&y moved a muscle.

The seasull Squawked a few times and then tried
to -ﬂy back out the wa7/ it came in. But it missed
+he opehing 57/ about 4wo feet and smacked into
+he roof.
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/ﬂ\eh it J'us+ went comyle‘l'el)/ nuts, ﬂ)/ihs
around and cras}\ihs into the windows. EVeryohe
was in a total panic, and feathers and cheese

curls were eVer)/w)nere.

Then the seagull got 3reecl7/ and srab{)eJ +he bas
of cheese curls off the floor. But T Shdsaed it
and held on for dear life. EVeryohe was yelliha at
me to let 90 of the bo\s, but T wasn+ giving in.
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Fihally, +he seasull beat me in our +u3-01[-war and
flew s+ra53¥\+ up +)nrou3}\ +he sunroof, Jmkihs +he
cheese curls with it. But +he seagull didnt get far
with the bae.

Abou-f ﬂ\ree-quar‘fers of -H'\e c’neese curls ended

vp BACK in the minivan, and from there it was a
to+tal his\ﬁmare.
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A few of the sea3u||s flew up front, and Rodrick
got so freaked out he hit +he gas. When +he
birds -{iha”y cleared out and ‘l’}\ihss settled c}owh,
we had a whole NEW Problem +o deal with.

Believe it or not, the \)eo‘)|e in the car that we

rear-ended were ac+ucx||7/ Pre-H')/ nice.

T+ was a man and his wife, and ﬂ\ey seemed o
understand it was an accident. So ‘H’\e)/ exchahaed
insurance information wiﬂ\ Pa&, and ﬂ\e Police

didnt even need o get involved.

1f ahyﬂxiha GOOD came out of the accident, i+
was ‘l'}wd' it 30‘!’ us out of soiha o ‘H\e bedc}\.
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The BAD news was that now our van wouldnt
start, and we had +o wait an hour for a tow

truck to come.

All +he traffic went down o one lane, and that
didn+t make us too ‘)o?ular with the ‘)eoPle +r7/ih3

to cross the bn‘clse.

The 9y at the avto repair shoP said we cracked
the radiator and it was gonna +ake at least
four or five }\ours to fix it. ﬂwa‘l' meant we
needed to find some‘ﬂ\ihs to do for +he rest of
the Jo\y.
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\f\“\eh we s+e‘>‘>ecl ou+side, I was Pre++7/ s}\ocked

to find out we were oh|7/ two blocks away from
Soak Central, which is where T wanted to go in
the FIRST place.

T BEGGED Mom 4o let us 90 +here while we were
wai‘h'hs for ‘H\e van o 3e+ fixed.

She said she would rather we did 50me+¥\ih3
“Wholesome” like go o a local |ibrar>/, but this time

s}\e was outvoted four to one.
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So we walked to Soak Central and Pai& for tickets
at the gate. Then we got a locker and put in all
the stuff that we didn+ want o get wet.
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We c}xo\hﬁec} nto our ba‘l’)nihs suits and me+ outside
the restrooms. T+ was SUPER crowded, and
‘H\ere was ho wo?/ we were sohha fuhé 'FiVe |ouh3e
chairs all +03e+}\er. We eVeh‘l'ua“)/ found ONE
chair with a few broken s+ra\>s, and Jum?ec} our
towels and +he rest of our stuff on it.
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Mom and Dad s+a7/ed back with Mahhy, so me
and Rodrick were on our own. But Mom said s}\e
wanted the two of us to stick +03e+}\er.

We went 4o the giant wave \Dool first, but there
were about a BILLION \)eoyle n it

o : )’

Rodrick 5u33e5+ed we \alay hide-and-seek, but
with all the Peovle and rafts in the \700‘, T
knew i+ would be imPossiHe for +he seeker 4o find
+he hider.
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T said 4o make i+ FAIR, the hider couldnt swim
underwater. T didn+ really trust Rodrick not o

c}\eod', but he came up with a wa)/ +o make sure the
hider followed +he rules.

Rodrick got a paper Place mat from +he snack bar
and said the hider had +o kee\) it c}ry to prove he
didnt 90 unhderwater. Ahd I \'\aVe Yo aclmH', 'L
was Preﬂy im?resse& he came up with that all on

"\is own.

£

T volunteered to be the first hider and found a
spot at the far end of the ‘)ool where T knew
Rodrick would have trouble -fihc{ihs me.
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What T DIDN'T know was that Rodrick had
written SOmeﬂ\ihs on ‘H\e \7|ace mat before Sivihs

it to me. Um[or‘l'uha‘l'el)/, eVeryohe AROUND me
hoticed before T did.

What he wrote wouldVve been bad ehous\-\ on its

OWN, but the missPelle& word somehow made it
WORSE.

I am nO‘f‘
warm d
- \ooﬂwm\g suit T
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And even MORE em{)arrassihg was when the
|ife30drd 3o+ c}owr\ from \\er c\'\qir ahc} +o|d me I
had +o get out of the Pool

GE
When it comes to Rodnck, The soﬁa learn never
to trust him. ESPECIALLY at water parks.




T was done with Rodrick after +he ‘>|ace ma+t
‘H\ihs and didnt care if Mom said we needed 4o
stick ‘l'oseﬂ-\er. T lef+ him behind and went 4o a
waterslide {)7/ myseh[.

T hadnt realized how long +he line was until T
got }\alfway up +he stairs. But b)/ +hen a ton
of Peo?|e were BEHIND me, and there was no
turning back. So T was ?acked in with these
people until T got +o the +op.

SMOOCH

=22 ol

T+ was really hot, and \)eovle were starting o
get asi‘l'a‘!'ec} b)/ how slow the line was moVing.
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Then the kid risH' behindg me Pokec} +he |o\cl7/ n
FRONT of me in the butt with a POOl noodle,
and she ‘Hwous)n‘l' it was ME.

So then T had her BOYFRIEND +o deal with.

i~
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T really didnt want to get into a fight over
$ome+)nih3 like ‘H\is, but |ucki|7/ it didn* come o
+that. We were at the +0\> of the stairs, and it was
time to go down the slide.

Uhfor+uha+e|7/, the raft was a four-seater, which
made 'H\ihas \)FC‘H’?’ awkward on -H\e ride down.
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ﬂ\e slide emP‘h'eJ out into an area where there
were a ton of rafts, which was Sreo\-l' because i+
gave me a chance to hide from that woman and
her boyfriehd. T went around the lazy river twice
to make sure T4 lost them.

T4 had ehoug)n with the water after +}\o\+, so T
went back to our |ouh3e chair 4o get my clothes.
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But the chair was GONE, and all our stuff was
|7/ih3 n a \)ile on the srouhcl.

T found the rest of m7/ family at the snack bar
getting lunch and told +hem what )naﬂ)ehecl with

our |ouh3e c‘-\air.

Mom said it woulc}h"i’ be }\drcl o 'figure out w\\o
TOOK i+ because of the broken s+ra\>s.
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We s?read out to look for i, and T searched the
area by the wave ?oo|.

Sure ehoua}\ , our |ouhse chair was there. But T
couldnt BELIEVE who was SITTING in it.

T don+t know what the odds are of ruhhihe nto
the same ?eovle aaaih and aso\ih, but this was
starting to get RIDICULOUS.

T -Fisurecl i+ was best 4o JUS"' let +he Beardos
HAVE our |ouh3e chair and not make it into a
bis deal. So when T cau&}ﬁ‘ back up with m7l
-farm'l?/, T \)re‘l'ehded T didn* have ah7/ luck
-I[ihc}ihs our chair.
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B}/ now our food was getting cold, and we still

didnt have dh}/w)nere to eat. We eVeh+Ud||7/ found
a \>|o\ce to sit behind +the snack bar.

EVeryohe seemed reac})f +o leave after that.
Mom asked for the ke)/ +o +he locker so she could
get our stuff. But T told her T didnt HAVE i+.

She said s%e \'\o\cl siVeh me ‘Hwe key, but I +urned
both \)ocke‘l's of m7/ {)a‘l‘}\ihs suit inside out to
prove +)ne7/ were emP-ly.
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T was Vreﬁy sure shed given +he key +o
RODRICK, but he said HE didnt have i+, either.

Ever)/bocly searched themselves for the key, but
we all came up em\ﬁy-*\o\héed. This was a HUGE
‘)roblem, because Mom and Dad’s cell P}\ohes and
wallets were in that locker, so we couldnt leave

until we found it.

We went 1o an emP|o7/ee at 'ﬂ\e front counter and
+old }\im we lost our key.

Nl

ADULTS: $25 :=ius™
CHILDREN : $20 IT.IiT

But when he asked what our locker number was,
hone of us could remember. There were hundreds of

them, and ‘Hwe)/ all looked exo\c-Hy the same.

175



He said the locker number was written on the key,
but of course THAT information wasnt getting

us ahyw}xere.

The vy said the oh|7/ -H-\ihs we could do was -h’y
and FIND +he key, so we spli‘l' up and retraced

our s+e?s across -H\e water Park.

Rodrick went o the wave ‘)ool where we Vlayed
hide-ah&-seek, and T went to the |a7_7/ river but
didn+t have any luck.

D ° "7 © (ge=

When we met back up, hobody had found +he key.
Mom said md?'{)e we accidehﬂ“y threw it away
after we ate, So we c}ua +}\rou3}\ ‘H\e ‘h’o\s\w near

w)nere we Sat.
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Mom said we should all concentrate real hard and

+r7/ to remember which locker we put our stuff in,

and when T did, T could SUJJCh')f see it clearly n

m7/ mind. T
929
) EEEEE? 9

T 4old Mom, and we went s+ra53¥\+ +o locker 929.
Sure ehoug\\, it was locked, and there was no key
n ‘H\e door.
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We went back 4o the guy at the counter to tell
him which locker was ours, but we had to wait a

|oh3 time before we could get his attention.

1 | 1

ADULTS : $25 =:inoie
—{ CHILDREN : $20 7 0077

- —

When we told him our locker number, he got out
+he master ke)/ and walked over 4o number 929
with vs. But 57/ the time we 30+ -H-sere, +he key was
back in the slot and +he locker was EMPTY.
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That meant someone had found our key and
STOLEN all our stuff.

Then T thought of ANOTHER possibility: When
the Beardos took our |ouh3e chair, ﬂwe)/ mustVe
taken our KEY, +oo.

T decided o tell Mom and Dad all about +he
Beardos and how +)ne7 Vrobably stole our stuff 4o
3e+ some \)ayback on me. ﬂ-\eh I +ook ‘H\em +to
the area where T last saw +hem sitting.

But {)7 the time we 9ot +here, ‘I'}\e)/ were GONE.

\ )
L N———

’A//////////
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T was worried ‘l'\we)/ mia)n‘l"Ve alreacl)/ lef+ the
Park, so T ran to the front 3a+e. And sure
ehoush, +he \Durvle Vah was \)u”ihs away.
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T KNEW +hat 'Fami|7/ was bad news from the
besihhihs, but 1 never -H\ous}vl' ‘H\ey were ca\)dble
of THEFT.

Dad used +he ?%ohe at the front desk o call +he
Pol.’ce, but the cops said that without a license
plate number i+ would be really hard o track down
our stolen stuff.
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T£ there was any GOOD news about our situation,
it was that the key +o the van wasnt in the

locker, because i+ was back at+ +he mechanics.

So we walked to the auto repair s\'\o?, where
-H\e mechahic was Se‘H'ihs reacly o PU+ N a hew

radiator. He told Dad i+ was gonha cost almos+
three hundred dollars, but Dad told him he
couldnt pay because his wallet Just got stolen.

Dad told the mechanic he'd mail him a check +he
second we 3o+ }\ome, but the 307/ said he couldnt

take an “1.O.U." He said what he COULD do

was put some sealant on the busted radiator,
which would last a c}a)l or two before it wore off.
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But the mechanic said we'd have 4o run +he heater
inside the van at full blast +o kee? +he engine
from oVer‘wea'HhS. He said it m69¥\+ sound cro\z7/,
but it ad'ua")' works.

Mom and Dad talked i+ over and decided we should
Jus-i' drive the van all the Wo\7/ home. We didnt have
any mohey or a \)\wohe, but we DID have a full tank
of 9os. Dad «ﬁsured i we drove s+rm'3}\+ ‘H\r‘oua‘\ ,
we d get back at about 3:00 in +he morning.

Mom seemed \Dre++7/ sad the trip was getting cut
s\'\or-h but o be \'\ohes+, I was kind of relieved.

When we got in the van, Dad turned up +he heat
Just like the mechanic told him to, and within
about ‘H\ir‘fy seconds it was a hundred desrees

nside ‘l')ne car.
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Mom oPehed all the windows up front, but it was
like a FURNACE where T was sitting, since +he
windows back there don+ open.

T told Mom T didn* think T could make i+ all
+he wa7/ home without inhs of *\eo\‘\'si'roke, but
she said Td be fine as long as T s+o\7/ecl hy&rﬁe&.
ﬂweh she so+ +wo cases of water out of the boat
and brous)n‘l' +hem into +he van.
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We headed out onto the Hshway, and T went
‘H\rous}\ four bottles of water in H\e first \'\our.

T tried +o fall aslee\) +o make +he trip go faster,
but T 30‘!’ woken up when somebody started
"\ohkihs their horn.

The Peo‘ﬂe in the car next to us were waving +heir
arms and +r7/ih3 +to 3e+ our attention.

When T looked behind vs, T was svr\)n’sed to see
that the tarp on the boat was loose and ﬂa\)‘)ihs

around in +)ne wind.

And everything INSIDE +the boat was flying OUT.
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Cars were swerving lef+ and right trying o

avoid our stuff nyiha -I')nrous}\ the air. B}/ now,
Dad had seen what was going oh in +he rearview
mirror, and he ‘)u“ec} over to the side of the road.

We sPeh‘f ‘Hwe next two \\ours walkihg down ‘H\e
\'\ishway +r7/ih3 to recover all of our stuff. But we
‘-\ad o siVe up w}weh it 30+ dark.
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Once we 30‘!‘ back +o the van , we sorted ‘H\rous}\

+he ‘H\ihss we had collected. T4 say T found
about two-thirds of +he clothes T4 Packed for
+he trip, but Mom said there were whole BAGS

‘H\tﬁ were missihs.

What was REALLY 9ross was +hat a few of
+he items we \)icked up weren+ even OURS.

Rodrick found a ?m’r of underwear that was as
stiff as cardboard.

Once we got back in the car, Mom said we needed
to start thinking about eating. Rodrick wanted +o
open +he \)o\ckase of cinnamon rolls +hat was still
in the grocery baa, but Mom said +)ne7/ hadn+ been
re{risera-i'ecl and hed get sick if he ate them.
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Mom used the GPS +o +r7/ and find a V|o\ce +o
eat. But the ohly \7|o\ces +hat were open at +hat
hour were fast-food restavrants, and Mom

wash+ }mﬂv/ about +hat.

We ended up Pullihs over at a rest stop along
+he \wishway +hat had a fried chicken P|ace. Since
we didnt have ah)/ cash or credit carcls, we had
to scrounge around on the floor of the car for

|oose c)nahse.

We came up with three dollars and fifteen cents,
which T was \Dre++7/ sure wasn+ even ehough to

33+ a drumstick and a ‘H'\ES}\.

Mom said ma?/be -l'}\ey had a value menu with less
ex?ehsiVe items, so we 30’!’ out of the car and
walked +o the restavrant.
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But when we 30‘!’ +o the entrance, the doors

were locked. We could see workers inside, but

a\a\:qreh+l7/ at that hour the ohly +Hh3 open
was ‘H\e c{riVe-‘H\rous}\.

We got back in the car and tried to enter the
drEVe--l'\'\rous"\ lane, but with the boat, i+ was
‘oo -h's\'\‘l' a squeeze. So we had 4o re\mrk and 90
‘H\roua}\ on FOOT.




We stood next o ‘H\e menu and waited for
someohe to come on ‘Hwe sPeaker ah& +ake our

order, but no one did.

Dad said ﬂ\ere must be some kind of sensor +}\a+
could detect the weis\-\-l' of a car, so we did our
best +o ‘l'n'sser it.

EVeh+ua||7/, SOmeboéy inside noticed us and oPehed
‘H\e Jri\/e-‘l')nroush wihc}ow.




Mom asked what we could get with +he money we
had, and the cashier said we could buy a small box
of chicken hu33e+s and a biscuit.

So we got +hat, \)|us a handful of barbecve sauce
Packe'fs. Then we went back o the van and S\)|H‘
up the food five wa7/s.

We drove for a half hour or so, but 57/ now it was
?re‘H'y obvious we weren+t gonha make it all the
wa?/ home in one shoi‘. So we were gonha }xo\Ve o

find a ?lace +o s|ee\>.

We didnt have dh7l mohe7/ for a }xo+el, so Mom
tried to find a cam?si‘fe hearby.
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The closest one was ten miles in +he opposite
direction, ‘H\ous)n. Dad said we were JUS“" gonha
have to take the next exit, find a Plo\ce where we
could ‘)ark, and s|eeP in the car.

I was open o Jus‘r about ah7/+¥\ih3 as |oh3 as we
could turn the heater off when we s+0\>\>ecl.

But as soon as we took the exit, i+ was clear we d

mo\de a mistake.

First of all, the road wasnt ?o\Vec}. There werent
ah)/ 9as stations or stores or even ah7/ houses.

There were Jus+ trees on either side of the road,

and no streetli 3¥\+s.




We drove for a |oh3 time, but the road was
harrow and there wasn+ a Sood ‘)lace to Pull over.
I ‘Hwihk eVeryohe was Se‘Hihs \)reﬁy s?ooked,
and eVeh+ua||7/ Mom +old Dad we should JUS"' get
back on the Hshway.

But Dad kept saying he was POSITIVE +hat
at ahy moment we were gonna find a sood Place

o S‘l’oP.

'ﬂ\e far‘l'}\er we went, 'H\oug}\, 'H\e more nhervous
Mom became, because now even the GPS didnt

khow w}\ere we were.

1

We saw some sighs up ahead, and we all got
excited ‘H-\a‘!' mqybe we were Se‘H'ihs back +o

civilization. But we were wrong.
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RJSH' at +¥\e moment w\\eh eVeryohe’s nerves were

+o+a||7 shot, there was a really loud noise.

Dad swerved off the road, and our car came o

a s+oP n 'H'\e mud.

T"\)/ ears were ringing, and T looked around +o +r>/
and fiaure out what had ‘\a\)?ehed.
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T ex?ec-l'ecl to see broken slass eVerywhere, but
the windows were ntact, and there was some kind

of weird g0 all over +hem.
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Rodrick had the sooey stuff on the back of his
head, and he was TOTALLY (reakihs out.

T still didnt know what was 3oih3 on, but then
T looked in +he grocery bas, which had shreds of

+he cinnhamon roll ?ackase nside.

The tube had EXPLODED because the bag was
sH'-h'hs ris\ﬁ on +0\> of one of +)ne }xea‘fer vents.
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But RODRICK didn+ know that yet. He had

uhcooke& cinhamon rolls all over ‘I’}\e back of HS
head, and he +)nou3}\+ +he Jous}\ was his BRAINS.

What UPSQ"‘ Rodrick even MORE was when he saw
Mo\hhy licking the stuff off his fingers.
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Once Rodrick fisured out what had ha‘)‘)ehed
and calmed down, we cleaned up the inside of +he

miniVan wH'\\ some paper towels.

T}\eh Dad turned ﬂ\e car around and drove back
to the }\;shway. At the next exit there was a
SUPCFMGF’(C“" with an em\)-l'y \Darkiha lot, so Dad
?ulled in for the hig)n-h

We oh|7/ had four reclining seats in the van and
five Peo?|e, so Mom volunteered Dad to slee? n
the boat.

I know Dad was |oo’<ih3 forward +o usihs Hs boat
on this ‘h"i\), bt Tm guessing +his was NOT what
he had in mind.
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Wednesday

T+ took me a |oh3 +ime to fall aslee\) las+ hish‘l',
and T was woken vp at about 6:00 in the morhing
when the sroceryl store emPloyees started arriving

for work.

0 4
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B}/ then the sun was up and it was already hot
in the car, ‘>|us we were all S‘h'cky and miserable

from sleePihs N our c|o+)nes.

We walked over to the grocery store to see if
‘H\ey’c} let us use the bathroom to wash up, but
‘Hwe manager said ﬂwe store wouldnt be open +to

customers for ahoﬂ\er ‘wo }\ours.
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When we were walkihs back to the car, Mom said
we could use Mdhh/s ba{)y wipes to get cleaned up.
But then she realized she had accideh‘hll?/ locked
+he keys inside the minivan.

There was HOPE, ‘Hwous\w. The sunroof was sHill
open, so Dad tried to FISH the ke)/s out of +he
cup holder.
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After a lot of +r7/ih3, he still couldnt get +he
risH' ahale. T+ looked like we were out of
oP‘h'ohs at that Poih‘l’ , but then Mom 5u33e5+ec1

maybe MANNY could get +he keys ouvt.

So Dad lowered Mdhh}/ ﬂwrous}\ the sunroof {)7/
his leash.

Once Mahhy was in the vah, he took his sweet time.
First he went into the backseat and ate the 4wo
barbecue sauce \aacke‘ts we had left. Then he Jua
‘eroua}\ my duffel bas and found a \)ack of Oreos

14 been SdVihS Jus+ N case.
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T"\ahhy fiha“y made his way to the front of the
car and 30+ +he keys, but instead of ovehihs +he
door to let us in, he started the engine.

T’neh he fiddled wiﬂ'\ ‘H’\e knob on -l'\‘\e stereo until
he found a radio station he liked.

§) THE ITSY-BITSY J
SPIDER CLIMBED UP
} THE WATERSPOUT /7
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Mom and Dad were \)ouhdiha on H‘\e wihciows,
trying to get Mahh)/ to open the door. But
+hen Mqhhy put +he car in DRIVE.

T +hink until then eVeryohe had ‘FOI"SO‘H’CY\ +hat
Mahhy had been +r7/ih3 to run away, because we
never wouldve made the mistake of |e++ih3 him in
+he van {>7/ himself if we had remembered.
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Luck.'l)/, l"\ahhy wash+ all ehous}\ to reach the
gos Pedal, because if he could, he wouldve been

|oh3 gone.

T +hink T"\ahh)/ knew his escape \)lah was foiled,
at least for now. Mom 1[iha||7/ convinced him o

unlock ‘H‘\e doors and let us in.

Once we got going again, T started seeing some
familiar sisH's out the wihdow, because we were

basically retracing our ?a-ﬂx back home.

We were comihs up on the town where we S‘Jeh‘l’ +he
first hig}\-l' of the +ri\>, and when we Po\ssed b}/ +he
motel wed s+a7ecl in, T saw the CRAZIEST ‘H\iha.
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There was a Pur‘)|e van in the ?arkihs lot.

T 4old Dad, and he Pu“ec} over. We took a closer

look at the van, and sure ehous)n, it was the one
+hat be|oh3ed +o +he Beardos.

That meant -H\e)/ were s+a7/ih3 at THIS mo-tel,
and were \)robo\bly using Mom and Dad’s credit
cards 1o PAY for it.

We Po\rked our car at the side of +he builc}ihs.
Dad said he was gonna call the cops, So he got
out to use the \:}wohe at the front desk.
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But +\'\ir+7/ seconds later Dad came ruhhihs back
o ‘H\e car.

He said he saw the Beardos |eo\vih3 their room o
90 down o ‘l')ne ‘)oo|, and it looked like ‘H\eir door
was left open.

Mom said we should stick with the \>|ah and call +he
?olice, but Dad said that before we did, we should
do a little investigation of our OWN.

So we ALL got out and followed Dad +o the
Beardos’ room. Just like he said, the door was

OPCY\ a crack.

Dad hudsed it open a little WIDER, and we
\Deeked nside to see if ahyﬂwihs of ours was
sitting in ‘)‘dih View.
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But we couldh"l' see “h)' of our stuff from w}\ere
we were s+dhc}ih3.
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Mom seemed ?re++7/ uheasy about w)na-l' we were
c}oihg, but then Dad Pus)ned +he door ALL +he

wa7/ open, and +}\ere was ho +urhih3 back.
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We couldnt find dh}/‘ﬂ\ihs of ours, So i +he
Beardos DID have ahy of our stuff, ﬂ\e)/ Proba{ﬂ)/
carried it with them 4o the Poo|.

But as |oh3 as we had the run of their room, we
decided to take full aJVah-hAge of it. T ﬁsured
it was OK since we were the ones ?ayihg for i+.

T +hink Mom fel+ we were setting a bad examvle for
Mahhy, so she took him out +o +he car.

But the rest of us werent finished. Me and
Rodrick took turns usih3 the bathroom while Dad
stood Wo\‘l'c*\ at ‘Hwe door.

Then he went in and told us to be lookouts for HIM.
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We had ‘)us}\eé our luck, ‘H\ous‘\. The SECOND
Dad $¥w+ +)ne door +o ‘H’\e {)d‘ﬂ'\room, 1 Saw ‘H‘\e

Beardos comihs our wa?l.

Now, T love my dad and all, but T'm o0 YOUNG
to die. So T bolted, and Rodrick was n's}-rl'
be\\ihd me.

T wasnt there 4o SEE i+, but T'm guessing it
was ‘)re++7 awkward when Mr. Beardo oPehec} his

bdﬂ\r‘oom c}oor‘.
Vi




Me and Rodrick got in +he van and locked +he
doors. T was Vreﬂy convinced Dad wasn+t gonha
make it out of ‘l'}\e room alive and we were J'us+

gonha ‘mVe o go on wiﬂ'\owl' Hm.

But Mom Pu“ecl the car around to the front of
the motel, and when she did, Dad burst out of

‘H\e Beardos' room.

i
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Somehow Dad had gotten the idea o Srab +heir
car keys on Hs wa7/ out.
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Before he 30+ in our car he chucked the keys into
some bushes ) which boua}\‘l' us Some time.

1 ‘H\ihk we mustVe SO‘H’eh two miles down ‘H\e
road before Dad even bothered +o \)ull his pants
back up.

We \xis}\-fiVeJ each other because we had esca\)ed

with our lives. But in our rush to get away, we
forgot to turn on the HEATER.

And a few seconds later the RADIATOR
cohkec} out.
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Mom had to cut across two lanes of traffic +o get
‘H\e van into -H-\e breakdown lane. But in ﬂ\e S‘)o+
where we Pulled over, there was a broken bottle,

and we rolled ris)n‘l' over it.

HISSSS
- e - -

We got out of +he car so we could c}\ahae +he

tire. Dad oPehed the back hatch to find his J'ack,
but uh-lfor‘l'uhcﬁ'el)l T Kad +aken it out before we
lef+ for the +ri\> +o make room for my PILLOW.

The oh|7/ ﬂ\iha we could do at that point was wait
for \welP ‘o come.
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EVeh+ua||7/, a car Pu“ed over behind us, but when
it got closer T knew we were in bie trouble.

T+ was a \Dur\ale van.

ff_

ROLL

T -Fiaured +he Beardos mis\'ﬁ +r7/ to ram us with
+heir car, so T braced for imPad'. But the van
slowed down, and when the doors o?ehec}, it
wasn+ the Beardos a+ ALL.

T+ was \)re'H)/ obvious that whoever these suys
were, ‘I'}\e)/ were here to HELP.
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But +\-\e7/ didnt sPeak Ehalis\w, So we were \-\avihs
+rouble commuhicating with +hem. Mom and Dad
tried to act out what was wrong with the car, and
I,m sure ﬂ\e two 3“7'5 ﬂ\oua}ﬁ' my ‘)dreh‘l's }mci

comP|e+e|7/ los+ ﬂ\eir mings.

Then Mahhy surPrised EVERYONE {)7/ sPeqkihs
in \)en[ec-f SPahis)n.

SALUDOS, AMIGOS.
GRACIAS POR PARAR ' @
A AYUDARNOS. 9




The conversation between Mdhh}/ and the +wo
3u7/s lasted a |oh3 +time, So T 'Fisurec} Mahhy
was ex\Dlaihihs eVery‘l'Hhs +hat had ‘-\a\)Pehed on

our +ri‘>.

He mustve done a 300& Job makihs +he auys feel
Sorry for us, because the next ‘H‘\ihs 7/00 khew,
-H\ey were o#erihs vs a RIDE. And T'm }m‘)‘)y to
say their air-cohdi-riohihs worked GREAT.

N\ TU CORAZON CANTA ¢
| PARA MI, MI AMOR JJ

'L ‘Hwihk we assumed ﬂ\ese 3u7/s were +o\kih3 us to

a mechanic or someﬂ'\ih\g, but we were wrong.
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We shouldve realized that if MANNY was the one
cloihg all +he +a|kih3, wed end up going where HE
wanted o go-
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Like T said before, Mom was ri3¥\+ about Pigs
{)eihs smar+. She had i+ house-trained within a
week, and -H\e ?53 even knows a few +ricks alreac})/.

M)/ oh|7/ real com\alo\ih+ is that now T never get a

chance +o watch my shows on TV, because the ?'5
}\as -F:'Surec} out }\ow +o use ‘H‘se remote.
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But Tm gonhnha let+ +hat 90, becavse T dont want
o 3e+ bit a second time.

WHAT SOUND
DOES A COW

T+'s taken a while for eVeryﬂwihs ‘o 3e+ back to
hormal after the trip. Dad had 4o take a few
more Jays off work to cancel all his credit cards

ahd 3e+ hew ones.

And tomorrow Mom and Dad are su??osed to go

out and get new drivers licenses and \)\wohes.
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Qur minivan's been at -H\e mec}mhic since i+ was
towed. We gave the BOAT +o the drivers who
}\el‘)ed uS out as a way of sayihg thanks, which

was ac-hmlly Mom's suggestion.

9 /

Moms been sayihg that even +)nou3)n our trip
didnt 90 +he way we \)lahhe&, it was still an
adventure. She's been workiha on anh article to
send in to "'Fo\mﬂy Frolic” +hat T seriousl7/ hoPe
does NOT get ?ubhs‘-\ed.

Moms also been makih3 a scra\)book, and she asked

eVeryohe to contribute a souvenir o PU+ ihside.
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I was Soihs ﬂ\roua}\ ‘l’}\e c|o+¥\es I wore on ‘H‘\e
‘h’i‘), and when T ‘)icked up m7/ shor-l’s, SOme‘I'\\ihs
small fell out onto the floor.

T+ was the KEY from Soak Central.
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T couldn® believe T had +he ke)/ all alohs. T+

turns out T was wrong about the locker number.
But T should 5e+ SOME «credit for {)eihs CLOSE.

Now that T have the key, T have a +ou3\\
decision to make. T+ feels like a page from one of

those Choose Your Own Adventure books.
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1 -Fisure I haVe ‘H\ree basic c}\oicesf One, I

can tell Mom and Dad the truth and deal with

+he consequences. Two, T can Vlah-l' +he key n
RODRICK'S dirty laundry and let HIM +ake

the blame. Or three, T can flush +he key down the
+oilet and for3e+ +his whole ﬂ\iha ever }m‘)‘)ehed.

1
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T}\ere’s a fourth O‘)‘Hoh +hat involves the \)is,
but T Ravent worked out the details of THAT
one 7/e+.

But like T said before, whenever T have a
difficult choice to make, T alwo?/s seem o ?ick
+he wrohg ohe. And whichever way T 90 \were, its
hard to see this s+or7/ \-\aviha a )na\)\Dy ehdihs.
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A family road trip is supposed to
be a lot of fun . . . unless, of
course, you're the Heffleys. The
journey starts off full of promise,
then quickly takes several wrong
turns. Gas station bathrooms,
crazed seagulls, a fender bender,
and a runaway pig—not exactly
Greg Heffley’s idea of a good
time. But even the worst road
trip can turn into an adventure—
and this is one the Heffleys won't
soon forget.
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