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Mom Darien

“Nhu Cortez Iyc lwong, mit chim ung
Nhin Thai Binh Dwong trong 1dng yén
Thuy tht doan nhin nhau ngo’ ngac
Lang 1€ dirng trén mdm Darien.”

Roger, bay tuoi, cling khong con la con 1t it trong nha ntra, chay qua
chay lai thanh dwong chir chi rdng, bang qua canh d6ng dd'c chay t h'6 1é€n
Holly Howe, 1a ndng trai ma cd nha & tro mot thoi gian trong nhirng ky
nghi he. Thing bé chay cho dé&n khi gan sat mé bo rao bén 181 di, roi quanh
lai chay ti€p dén gan bo rao bén kia canh dong. Poan né quay dau chay
bing qua cdnh dong M4n nia. Cr moi lwot bing dong nhw thé nd lai dén
g4n nong trai hon. Gié thdi ngwoe hwdng thing nhd, nén né chay vat lach
gi6 ma dén ndng trai, me né dang nhan nai cho' bén cong. N6 khong dim
dau chay ngwoc gidé dwgre vi nd dang la thuyén budm ma, mot con thuyén
bu'dm ba cdt budm tén la Curty Sark. Sang nay John anh trai né md&i bao
ring tau chay bang hoi nwde chi 13 nhitng ¢ mdy trong maYy cdi hop thiéc.
Budm mdi ngon, va vi th&, di 1a mat nhi€u thoi gian hon, nhung Roger
van di ngrroe 1én cdnh dong theo nhirng dwong chir chi dai.

Khi dé€n gan me thi Roger nhin thd'y me dang cam trong tay mdt bi thw
dd va mau gidy tring, mot birc dién tin. N6 biet ngay day la gi. Trong mot
thodng né nhirng mudn chay 0 d&€n chd me. N6 biét dién tin chi c6 the'1a twr
b& thoi, va bl dién tin ndy han 1a d€ tra 10 14 thu me g, va ca nhimg birc
thw cda John, Susan, Titty va cua né ntra, tat thdy déu xin mot chuyén,
nhung theo nhiéu cdch khdc nhau. Thu clia né thi ngén ciin. “B& o1, b3,
cho cd con nita, nhé? Yéu bd 1dm a. Roger.” Thw cta Titty thi dai hon
nhiéu, dai hon ca thw cta John. Susan, du 1&n hon Titty, nhung chi khong
viét riéng mot thw gi cd. Chi chi d€ t€én minh cung t€n John vao cudi thw



anh 7Yy, th& 1a hai anh chi gii chung mot thw thoi. Thw cua me 1a dai nhat,
nhuwng Roger khdng bi€t me ndi gi trong thw. T4t ca cac birc thw dwoc g
di cing mdt lwot, gii di xa 1dm, dé&n tay bd, thuyén cta bd” dang neo lai
Malta nheng ma dang theo 1€nh di d€n Hong Kong. Va kia, trong tay me, 1a
chi€c bi thw mau d6 dem vé cau trd 1oi. Trong mdt thodng né chi mudn
chay bo d&n me. Nhwng budm méi la quan trong, khéng phai hoi nwérc,
nén nd lai ti€p tuc ti€n dén theo hinh chir chi, c6 1€ 1a phai ddm dau vao
gan gié hon mdt chit. Cudi cing né dam thaamg vao con gié, di chuyén mdi
lic mdt chdm hon, r'6i diwng lai bén me, 1ui lai, r'éi chom toi hoi x6¢ mot ti,
tha neo, va cap cang.

“Phai cAu trd 1o khong me?” Roger hon hén, hut hét ca hoi sau ca doi
chay nguorc gié. “B6 ¢6 bdo dwore khong a?”

Me mim cwoi, r'oi doc 1om bire dién:

THA CHET CHIM CON HON LAM THANG NGOC
NEU KHONG NGOC THI PAU CcO CHIM.

“Thé& nghia la dwoc a?” Roger hai.

“Me nghi la the"”

“Nghia la ca con ntra phai khong a?”

“ff, né&u John v&i Susan chju dem con theo cuing, véi diéu kién con hira
la anh chi bao Iam gi thi con phai nghe.”

“Hoan hd,” Roger hét oang, nhdy con 1€n, trong mot chéc quén béng
minh la con tau, dang neo trong bén cang binh yén.

“Anh chi con dau roi?” me hoi.

“O Darien ay a,” Roger dap.

“O dau?”

“Trén mom &y ma me. Titty goi thé ddy. Tw trén &y bon con nhin thay
dwoc hon dao da’y nhé.”

Phia dwdi nong trai Holly Howe canh d6ng d6 dd'c xudng mot con vinh
nhd ¢c6 mdt cdi nha thuyén cling cau tau. Nhwng h'd nwdc thi bi che khuat
gan hét khong thd’y dwoc, do hai bén bor vinh déu cé doi da't cao. M6t 167
di t nOng trai xuyén qua canh d6ng xudng nha thuyén. Gitra leng chirng



canh ddng 1a cdnh cOng, va tr cOng nay lai ¢6 modt dwong mon khic din
thdng vao ring thong bao doi dat cao hon & man Nam. Con dudng mon
ngay sau day cut mat chealng dan dén dau, nhwng ngay dém déu tién dén
day, cach nay hai tuén, lii tré da tim dwoc dwong di xuyén qua khu rieng de€
dén dwoe dau kia doi dat, & da’y doi dat d6 d6c xuéng h'é nhu vach da.
Pirng trén dinh doi dat 1 tré trong ra mit nwdc ménh mang len 16i qua
nhtrng cum d6i tham thdp vé phia Nam r'6i luon lach 1én nhing cum d6i
cao cao phia Bic, d&n diy thi ca bon chzatng nhin thdy dwoc gi nhiéu nwra.
Va chinh ldc &y, Ian d4u tién 10 tré ding trén vach da ma nhin ra hang ddm
dai nhirng nwde 1a nwde, thi Titty da dat cho noi nay mét cai tén. Con bé da
dwoe nghe doc bai tho nay & treong, roi quén tudt hét trie hinh dnh nhirng
nha thdm hiém nhin ra Thai Binh Dwong Tan dau tién. Con bé goi doi dat
dé la Darien. L tré da dyng trai trén dinh cao nhat cia doi dat, va Roger
da bd moi ngwoi lai noi &y ma len qua roeng ciy ra d€n ngoai dong, r'oi
trong tha'y me ngay cong, nén né bit dau hanh trinh vé nha.

“Con ¢6 mu6n chuyén céu tra loi cho anh chi khong?”

“Va néi v&i anh chi 1a con cling dwoe phép nira hd me?”

“U. Con phai dwa bitrc dién cho John. John phdi thdy rang cic con
khong phai 6 kho.”

Me bd birc dién vao trong phong bi dd, r'oi dwa cho Roger. Me hon nd,
khi n6 dang con neo ddy, roi me bao, “An t&1 lde bay ruwdi, khong dwoc tré
mot phit ddu da’y, voi lai nho 1a khi vao nha cac con dwng lam Vicky thiee
gid’c day.”

“Vang thua thuyén tredng,” Roger vira ddp vira thodn thodt hai tay kéo
md neo. N6 quay dau lai, va bat dau chay vat xudng canh dong, vira di vira
nghi xem minh nén béo tin bing cdch nao day.

Me bit cuwoi.

“Oi thuyén o1!” me goi.

Roger dirng phét, quay nhin lui.

“H61 nay luc chay ngwoc lén dong con da di ngwore gi6 ro1 ma,” me
bdo. “Con bay gio thi gié xudi chiéu chir. Con khéng can phai chay vat ca
hai chréu dau.”

“U nhi,” Roger néi, “dudi thuyén khong cé gié. Con la thuyén budm
doc. Con ¢6 th€ cing ngang budm, mdi bén mot budm.” N6 dang hai tay ra



lam budm, r'déi chay thang xudng canh dong dén canh cong din vao ring
thong.

Khi chay hét canh d6ng, sdp vao ring thi Roger thdi khong 1am thuyén
budm nura. Chging ai lai dong budm di qua rirng thdng dwgec. N6 da thanh
nha tham hi€m, bi ca doan bd lai sau, nén phai Tan theo ddu vét cua doan
xuyén qua khu rirng, d6ng thoi phai canh giac cao d6 quan sat xung quanh
phong khi bj mdt tn moi nao dé na’p sau than ciy ban cho mili tén tAm ddc.
N6 ldn 16i xuyén ring 1én dén dinh doi dat. Cudi cung né ciling ra khoi
rirng cdy ma dén mot khoang da't tréng nho nho chi toan da tang tro trui
cung cdy thach nam. Pay la mém Darien. Quanh ddy toan la cdy, nhung
xuyén qua do6 ta c6 the thdy anh 1ap lanh sang chéi cia mat h'o. Mot dong
Itta nhd dang ti tach trong h& dip bang d4. John dang nhém Itra. Susan dang
phét banh mi v&i mirt cam. Titty, ng'0i gitra hai cay sat ria vach da trén h,
cim ti trén hai dAu gdi co 1én, vira canh gdc vira ngdm nhin hon dao.

John ngude 1én trong tha’y birc dién. Cau nhdy ding phét day.

“Pién tin ha?” cau hoi.

“La loi dap day,” Roger tra lovi. “Tra lovi 1a dwgre, cho cd em ntra, néu
em nghe 101, va né&u anh v&i chi Susan chju dan em theo. Ma néu em dworc
thi ca Titty ciling phai dwgc luén.”

John cdm 18y bwrc dién. Titty [6m ¢6m ng6i ddy, chay bo dén. Susan
cam con dao c¢6 mut bén trén banh mi d€ khong roi rot chit mat nao,
nhung c6 bé da nglrng tay. John mé phong bi, 14y ra manh gid'y mau tring.

“Poc 1on 1én di,” Susan béo.

John doc:

THA CHET CHIM CON HON LAM THANG NGOC
NEU KHONG NGOC THI PAU CcO CHIM.






“Hoan ho bd!” cau gao Ién.

“Thé& nghia la gi kia?” Susan héi.

“Nghia la duore,” Titty dép.

“Nghia la bd nghi bon minh sé khong dira nao chét chim ca dau va néu
ma cé dira nao chim thi cling dang doii,” John giai thich.

“Nhung ngd'c n€u khdng ngd'c 1a sao?” Susan hoi.

“Cé phdi th&" dau,” Titty bdo. “Bitrc dién néi rang néu bon minh ngdc thi
thoi cir chét chim di cho dang ki€p. Cau d6 ngling r'oi néi tiép ring bon
minh khong ngoc...”

“Néu chw,” John xen vao.

“Ne€u chung ta khong ngdc thi s€ chfmg chim dau.”

“B0 vi€t the” d€ an i me thdi ma,” Susan phan. CO bé lai ti€p tuc phét
mut.

“Bon minh kh&i hanh ngay nao,” Roger dé nghi, nhwng ngay lic d6 am
nude sdi réo 1én. Am nwde da luc uc ndy gior roi, nhung gior thi né cit kéu
x€0 xeo lién tuc, va mot tia hoi nwdre dai tee voi &'m phut ra. Nwde dang soi.
Susan nha’c Am nwde khdi dong Ikra r'oi d6c mot tdi tra nho nhd vao 4m.

“Ma gi thi t6i nay minh cling khong khéi hanh dwoc dau,” cd bé bao.
“Thoi uéng tra di, réi minh s€ 14p danh sach nhirng thr minh céan.”

“Tui minh ra ng'di udng tra & chd nhin tha’y hon do di,” Titty néi.

Bon nhd mang theo c¢6¢ cing &m nwdc va dia thi€c cha't nhirng 14t banh
mi nau day cop phét mirt ra dé&n ria vach dd. Hon ddo nim cach diy ching
mot ddm vEé dau h'd phia Nam thap hon, ciy c6i trén ddo soi bong trén mat
nudce sang loing nhw gwong. Ca bon ngidm nghia hon dio niy mudi ngay
nay roi, nhwng biec dién tin da khién cho hon dao con gan gui doi thwe hon
bao gio hét. Tw trén Mom cua Titty nhin xuéng trong dém cai hom ca nha
dén ndng trai ma me thué, ching da thdy h'd nwdc nhe mot viung bi€n dn
vao dat 1ién. Va trén h'6 nwde Ay chiing nhin thdy hon ddo. Ca bon anh chi
em tirc thi c6 cing mdt ¥ nghi. DAy khong chi 1a hon ddo. DAy chinh 1a hon
ddo dy, dang cho dovi ca bon. La ddo cta ching. V&i mot hon ddo nhw thé
ngay trong tAm mét, ai lai cam chju sdng trén da't lién va dém d&n ngd trén
giwvong co’ chx? Bon tré da vé nha k€ cho me nghe phat hién cta minh, roi
nai ni cd gia dinh r&i nong trai ngay ngay hom sau, ma dén cim trai trén
déo kia vinh vién. Nhung ma cdn ¢6 bé Vicky, em bé map u, nhw anh cia



Nt hoang Victoria khi vé gia, ¢an du thit. Me chang th€ dwa Vicky ciing vi
em d&n cdm trai trén nhitng hon ddo hoang du c¢6 tuyét diéu d&n mic nao di
nira. Ciing khong the€ d€ ca bon ty di, n€u chwa dwoc bd cho phép. Va mac
du John va Susan d€u gidi diéu khién thuyén budm, nhung Titty va Roger
thi chi m&i hoc 14i thuyén bu'dm khi bd” vEé phép mot nam trwedre. Trong nha
thuyén bén dwdi nong trai ¢c6 Chim En, mot chiéc thuyén budm, nhd xiu
thoi, voi ca mot chi€c thuyén cheéo to ning nira. Nhwng ai da ting diéu
khién thuyén buém roi thi chéng mudn chéo ntra dau. Néu nhw khéng co
dao di€c, khong c6 thuyén bu'om thuyén bi€c gi hét, va n€u h'é khong rong
dé&n vay thi chic chén 12 1ii tré di vui vé& ma khua chéo khud’y nwdc trong
con vinh gan nha thuyén. Nhwng véi mot h'd nwde to gan nhw ving bi€n
nhd, roi chi€c xudng dai ca bon thwdc véi canh bu'dom nau dang cho trong
nha thuyén, cing hon ddo nhé r¢p cay dang doii nhirtng nha thdm hi€m, thi
dwong nhw chaalng con gi dang d€ nghi d&€n ngoai mot chuyén hai trinh
kham pha.

Thé 1a thw tw dwore viet roi gii di, ngay qua ngay 1 tré dong trai trén
mém Darien vao ban ngay, ban dém thi ngu trong nong trai. L tré cling c6
di thuyén chéo ciing me dd’y chir, nhung chiing luén chéo di hwong khac d€
khong di sang hon dao kia tred'c d€ r'oi lam hong ma't hanh trinh kham pha.
Nhuwng khi thw di roi thi dwong nhwr mdi ngay troi qua khd nidng c¢6 dworc
cu trd loi ¢ vori dan. Hon ddo chirng nhw da bién thanh cai noi chén nhin
thay twr trén chuyé&n tau, né thudc vé mot cudc sdng ma ta sé khong bao gio’
dw phin vao. Th& ma gicr diy, bong nhién, moi chuyén hda hién thuc. Cudi
cung hon dao s€ la cta ca bon. Lii tré dwoe phép ty sit dung thuyén budm.
Puwoc phép dong budm ra khdi cdi vinh nhé kin gid, di vong qua miii dat,
va ti€n thflng ra h'6 dén ddo. Ching dwoc phép cap vao ddo, va sdng trén
da’y cho d&n khi phéi thu don ma vé nha, vé lai thi tran cung treong 1op
bai v&. Tin tirc nay diéu vori d&€n mrc khi€n ching trd nén nghiém trang.
Ca bon lng ling #n banh mi phét mit. Vién canh tredc mit ching that
ménh mong dén ndi khong th€ ban tidn dwore thanh 1oi. John dang nghi dén
viéc dong budm, ban khoan khéng ré minh cé thyc sy nhd hét nhirng gi da
hoc dwge tr ndm ngodi hay chiang. Susan thi nghi dén lwong thyc ciing viéce
bé&p nuc. Titty thi nghi d€n hon ddo, dé€n san ho, chau bau va nhirng dau
chan trén cat. Roger nghi dén viéc minh s€ khong bi bod lai sau. Lan dau
tién no thd'y dwoec chuyén khong con 1a dira Ut trong nha nira méi that hay



ho biét bao. Bay gio Vicky m@i 1a em ut. Vicky phai & nha thoi, con Roger,
mot trong thiy tha doan, s€ dwore dong bu'dm di vao mdt thé” gidri bi an.

R6t cude thi John ciling 187y trong tdi quién ra tor gid'y ciing mau but chi.

“Bon minh thdo ban giao keo thuyén thoi,” cdu bao.

Chiing da dn sach banh mi voi murt, nén John 14t dp dia xudng, trai to
gidy lén trén day dia, ndm ép bung xudng di. Cau viet:

“Thuyén budém Chim En. Cang: Holly Howe. Cha thuyén...”

“Cha la ai nhi?”

“Ma nga nao con thuyén ciing thudc quyén s hiru ctia ching ta hét ky
nghi nay co’ ma,” Susan noi.

“Anh s€ ghi ‘Hang Walker’ dai dién cho cd bon.”

Cau viét, “Chu thuyén: Hang Walker.” Duw¢i ddy cdu ghi:

“Thuyeén tredng: John Walker.
Thuy€n phé: Susan Walker.
Thuye€n vién: Titty Walker.
B6i tau: Roger.”

“R'6i,” cdu bao, “maYy dira phai ky hét vao ngang v&i tén minh.” Ca bon
ky vao.

“Nao, cau thuyén phdé,” John néi.

“C6 em,” Susan lanh loii dép lai.

“Cau nghi chiing ta nén sén sang nhd neo lic nao?”

“Ngay dot gi6 dau ti€én a.”

“Céau tha’y thuy thu doan thé nao?”

“La doi gidi nha't ma em twng dweee di cling r'oi day a.”

“Moi nguoi boi dwgre khong?”

“Thuyén vién Titty boii dwgre. B6i Roger van con thong mdt chan cham
day.”

“Cau ta phai hoc chi.”
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“C6 phai lic nao em cling cham mdt chan xuéng ddy dau,” Roger 1€n
ti€ng.

“Chu phai hoc ngay khong h€ cham chan xudng day kia.”

“DPuworc thoi,” Roger dép.

“Sai bét roi Roger,” Titty bao. “Em phai dép lai 1a, ‘Vang thwa thuyén
tredng!” chie.”

“Hau nhw Ian nao em ciling tra 1o vdy ma,” Roger ndi, “em vwra tra lovi
thé vori me day.”

“Em phai tra 1oi nhw vdy v&oi thuyén tredng va thuyén phé. C6 1€ em
con phai tra 1oi vy véi chi nira cor, nheng ma vi thdy tha doan chi ¢6 hai
ngwoi nén goi nhau 1a sép thi khéng hop 1y.”

“Anh con to gid'y nao khong?”” Susan hai.

“Chi c¢6 mat sau birc dién tin th6i,” John dap.

“Tui minh dung chic me chealng la dau,” Susan bao. “Anh biét that ra tui
minh s€ khong 1én dwong ngay dot gié dau tién dwoc dau, phai dé€n khi moi
thtr sdn sang da. Minh 14p danh séch céc thir di.”

“La ban,” John noi.

“Am nudc,” Susan bio.

“Co,” d&n phién Titty. “Em s€ lam mot chi€c ¢6 hinh chim én trén &y.”

“L'éu,” Roger 1én ti€ng.

“Kinh vién vong,” John thém.

“Chao, c6c, dao, nia, tra, dwong, stra,” Susan vira néi vira hi hody hét

“Mudng,” Roger thém vao.

Ca bon cr ¢& nh¢ vat dung r'oi bi, roi lai nhé ra dwore vai mén nira cho
dén khi mat sau birc dién chéng con chd trong nao.

“Anh cha con manh gid'y nao ntra dau,” John néi. “Ca mat kia ban giao
keo thuyén cliing c6 danh siach ro6i. Thoi dep cai danh sach di. Bon minh di
héi me xem minh cé dwgre dung chia khéa nha thuyén khong.”

Nhwng khi cd bon vé dén nong trai Holly Howe thi me da ding cho
ngoai 167 ctra v&i ngdn tay dat trén moi.



“Vicky dang ngd,” me bao. “Di vao dirng 1am 6n nhé. Bira t6i vira m&i
xong.”



2
Chuan bj hanh trang

“S4 gi loai giwong ém 16ng ngdng,

Khin trai giwong mém mai ri quanh?

Vi dém nay ngu gitta d6ng hoang lanh
Cung nhirng ngwoi di gan di loanh quanh

"’

Be’m giao keo thuyén, du 1a quan trong that, nhwng ciling chi 1a mdt
phan nhé xifu trong viéc chuan bi hanh trang cho mot chuyén hai hanh
khdm ph4. Con ca khdi viéc nira phai 1am. May qué, me da sip 1am xong
ma’y c4i Téu. Ngay sau khi chiing giti maYy birc thw di thi me cho riang n&u
cudc tham hiém ddo dwoe phép thi s€ can dén Téu, con néu khong dwoc
phép thi dung Téu cim trai trén bo cling t8t chdn. Th& 12 me mua vai bo’
modng roi ngy ngay bit tay vao may Iéu, trong ltic bé Vicky 1 na G nan ngli
con ma’y dira kia cAu c4 ngoai nha thuyén hay la cdm trai trén mdm Darien.
T&1 d6, khi thuyén tredng John va thuyén phé Susan theo chan cac thuyén
vién ctia minh di nga thi me¢ may xong ca hai cdi I€u.

Sang ra, sau btra di€m tam, John cung Susan, c6 me phu mdt tay, Titty
ding quan sat, con Roger thi lam vwéng tay viedng chan moi ngwoi, deng
mot trong hai tdp Téu 1én gitra hai ciy to trong veon & ndng trai Holly
Howe. Ma’y céi Téu nay thudc loai don so' nha't. Mdi Téu c¢6 tA'm bat hinh
tam gidc lam lwng. Phén Iwng dwoc may vao hai bén hong, mot doan thing
that chic dworc khau vao vai bén trong d€ tao thanh go ctia néc Téu. Hai dau
doan thwng dwoe bude vao hai cy to, d€ cang Iéu 1én. Khong ¢éan coc Téu
gi ca. Doc mép chan Téu & cd phan lwng 14n hai bén hdng c6 nhing tii to,
de chat day da vao. Trén nén dat sdi, noi ta khong thé dong chdt [€u
xudng, thi diy qua la mdt ké hoach hay. Phia triedre T€u 1a hai vat Téu phap
ph'dng may vao hai bén hong Téu, d€ cudn 1én mé 187 di va cot lai bing hai
dai bang nhr may dieém cuén mép budm trén canh budm.



“Pang 1y ra,” John bao, “ching ta khong dwo'c mang theo I€u. Ching ta
phadi ding cdnh budm ma dwng léu bang cich vit budm ngang qua truc
budm d€ lam ram néc, roi ding hai cidp chéo chdng né 1én, mdi dau mot
cdp. Nhung ma mot Iéu thi khong du rong con d€ dung hai [€u thi ta phai
can dén tdm mdi chéo v&i hai tim bu'dm, ma budm to dd’y nhé. Chim En
chi ¢6 m6t bu'6m nhd, véi hai médi chéo thoi. Cho nén méa’y céi Iéu nay hop
1y hon nhiéu.”

“Hai cdi Téu nay ciing t6t 1dm trir treomg hop gi6 to thdi,” me bio. “B&
me thwong ngd trong mot tip Téu thé nay thoi bd me con tré &y.”

Titty nghi€m trang nhin me.

“Me gia 14m sao a?” con bé hdi.

“Um, khdng gia 14m,” me d4p, “nhung khi da’y thi me tré hon bay gi¢.”

Me ¢6 mua hai tAm trdi vudng virc loai khong thim nwdre, mdi Téu mot
td'm. Chdng trai mot tAm ra bén trong can Téu vira dwgrc dyng thir.

“MA&Yy dra phai chd y,” me dan, “gitr cho mép tdm trai lot bén trong Iéu,
bang khong tréi ma muwa thi cdc con s& thA'y minh nim ngd trong viing
nwde ngay.”

Moi nguoi chen nhau vao trong Téu r'oi ng'doi xudng. Titty mwen Vicky
U tw tay vd em, roi dem ca con bé vao trong. Susan ng6i trong [€u dwa tay
dong vat T€u lai.

“Chiing ta nhw dang & dau &y nhi,” Titty bao.

“L’an t&i dwng T€u thi chdng ta da & trén ddo r'6i,” John noi.

“Thé& con ném thi sao?” me hoi

“Tham a,” thuyén tred'ng John dap.

“Vay khong dd,” me néi, “tree phi ma’y dira mudn gidng nhw ¢6 nang bod
tron di cing ddm dan di gan kho rach 40 6m r'6i qua doi vi bi cdm lanh.”

“Bai hat c6 bao thé” dau a,” Titty cai lai. “Chi n6i 1a ¢6 &y khdng mang
thdi ma.”

“Thé& a, r'éi chuyén gi xay d&€n n€u Khong Mang nao?”

“Ke€t cuc rat xa'u a,” Roger dap.

“Bi cam lanh 12 mdt k&t cuc ra't xau khi di cidm trai da’y, nhat la trén
hon ddo hoang,” me néi. “Khong dwore, chiing ta phdi nh'6i vai tdi rom cho
ma’y con 1am chd nga thoi. N&u cdc con dit tdi rom 1én trén tAm trai roi



ndm lén d&y, roi cudn ngwdi trong tham ciing chin, thi cic con sé khong hé
han gi dau.”

Thuyén tredng John dang néng long muén thi cho thuyén Chim En
dong budom.

“Tui minh xudng cang ki€m tra thuyén mdt lwgt nao,” ciu bao. “Gio
bon con dwoc phép dwa thuyén ra, phai khong me?”

“U. Nhung me mudn di cing ma’y dira trong ['an dAu nay.”

“Thi di nao me. Pi. Me c6 th€ 1a nir hoang Elizabeth 1&€n thuyén tai
Greenwich dang chuah bj di sang An Po.”

Me bat cuoi.

“Me khong c¢6 téc do cling chéng sao dau a,” Titty noi.

“Purore r'0i,” me ndi, “nhwng me nghi ta phai d€ Vicky lai voi vid em
thoi.”

Vay l1a moi ngwoi chui ra khoi Téu. Vicky u duoc giao lai cho vd, va nir
hoang Elizabeth bwdc xudng nha thuyén cling thuyén tredng John cha
thuyén budém Chim En, cing thuyén phé Susan, thuyén vién Titty va boi
tau Roger, thing bé nay di cdm dau chay tredc cing chiéc chia khéa to
twong d€ mé cira nha thuyén.

Nha thuyén xay biang d4, doc mdi vich twong bén trong 14 dai con ke
hep, cudi nha thuyén la cau tau nho nho tho ra ngoai h'6.

Roger dd m@ toang ctra vira khi moi ngwoi dén noi, du cdu nho da phai
chat vat 18m v&i 6 khéa hoen gi. N6 di vao hin bén trong roi, dang nhin
xudng con thuyén Chim En. Chim En 1a chi€c thuyén budm dwgc déng d&
di quanh ctra sdng can, noi ddy cat ldc triéu riat thi 10 chong cho. Pa s&
thuyén bu'dom c6 td'm xi€m, la nhirng tA'm van ta c6 the ha xudng qua sdng
thuyén, gitp cho thuyén di ngwoc gié dwoe ving vang hon. Chim En
khong cé tdim nao, nhwng lai ¢6 s6ng thuyén sau hon kha kha so v&i sdng
thuyén trén hdu hét cac loai thuyén bé khac. Thuyén co dau chirng bén
mét d&n bdn mét redi, bé ngang kha rong. Cot budm nam trong thuyeén, va
bén canh ddy, dworc cudn lai gon gh€, la truc cang, 1a sao cung canh budm,
va d6i méi chéo ngin. Tén cla thuyén, Chim En, dwoc son phia dudi
thuyeén.

Thuyén trudng John ciing thdy thd doan triu mé&n ngdm nhin con
thuyén. Pay da la thuyén cda ca doi roi.



“Bon con nén dwa thuyén ra ngoai roi nhanh nhanh chay dé€n céu tau
trong lic dyng cdt budm 1€n,” nit hoang Elizabeth bdo. “Néu dyng cot
budm khi thuyén con nim trong nay thi cdc con sé khong dwa thuyén ra
ngoai dwgrc dau. Xa nha nay thdp qua.”

Thuyén tredng John 1én thuyén. Thuyén phé Susan thdo day neo va ca
hai cling nhau dwa Chim En ra khdi nha thuyén. Poan Susan budc diy neo
vao cdi vong sit & cudi cau tau. C6 bé ciing leo xudng Chim En.

“Cho con xudng nira nhé?”” Roger hoi.

“Con cung Titty va me s€ phai cho cho dé&n khi anh chi dung cdt budm
1én da,” ni hoang Elizabeth ra 1énh. “D€ anh chj dwoc rong chd va ranh tay
chan. Néu ldc nay ma chiing ta xuéng thuyeén thi chi lam vedng viu thoi.”

“E nay,” John goi, “trén thuyén ¢ cdt co nho nhd nhé, roi con cé day
kéo co trén cOt budm d€ treo co’ 1én nira co.” Cau gior 1én ciy co nhd xiu
¢6 cdm 14 co dudi nheo mau xanh.

“Em s€ lam cho thuyén mot 14 co’ dep hon co nay nhiéu,” Titty béo.

“Con gilr 14 c& nay d€ cho chic 14 con 1am c& cia con cuing mot kich
co,” nr hoang Elizabeth bao.

Trudc ddy John voi Susan da di thuyén budm nhi€u r'éi, nhung luén c6
nhirng di€u can phai hoc hdi vé mot con thuyén ma ta chwa bao gio st
dung qua. Hai c0 cau dung cOt budm bi ngwoc, nhung choc sau cling dyng
dworc cho dung.

“Hinh nhw thuyén khéng c6 day budc budm miii,” John néi. “V&i lai
ciing khong ¢6 chd d€ x4 diy budm vao miii thuyén thay cho diy budc
budm mili nwra.”

“D€ me xem,” nir hoang Elizabeth bao. “MAay céi thuyén nhd nay
thwong khong ¢in diy néo dau. C6 cdi mau nao dwdi thanh ngang chd
dung cot budm khong thé?”

“Co hai céi a,” John vira Ian tay tim vwea dap. Cot budm dwoe dung 1én
trong 16 noi thanh ngang phia triede, 1a chd ng6i gan miii thuyén. Thanh
ngang c6 d& hinh vudng, dwoc cim vao khe khic @& gin vao thanh doc
sOng thuyén.

“Chuan bj bu'6m r'di dong 1€n di, cOt cho chat roi xem thuyén thé nao,”
ntr hoang Elizabeth béo.



“Khong bi€t nir hoang Elizabeth that thi ¢6 ranh ré vé thuyén be khdng
ta,” Titty noi.

“N@r hoang d6 dau c6 1on 1én gan khu vuc ciu cang Sydney dau con,”
me dap.

Susan da chuah bi budm sin sang. Trén truc bu'dm la mdt vong da (thuyc
ra 12 cdi thong long) dworec méc vao cdi méc & mot bén cdi vong sit ngudi ta
goi la con ldn, vi vong nay di chuyén 1én xudng doc cdt budm chinh. Day
néo bu'dm chay doc tt con lan 1én dé€n dinh c¢6t bu'dm, xuyén qua mdt banh
c6 ranh (1a mot cdi 16 bén trong cé banh xe nhd), roi lai chay xudng. John
moc vong da 1én con lan ro1 kéo manh day néo. Canh budm nau chay lén
cho dén khi con lan gan dén dinh cdt bu'é6m. R'6i John thit chit day néo
quanh cac mau, thyce ra chi 1a hai cdi chd't thoi, bén dwdi thanh ngang ding
d& git cho cot budm ding thing 4.

“Tréng cling On roi,” nir hoang Elizabeth tir cdu tau ndi vong ra.
“Nhwng d€ cang bu'dom dang hoang thi con phai kéo sao cang budm xudng.
Nhu thé” s€ kéo phfmg ma’y lin gdp ngang kia di.”

“Pa’y la cong dung cia may cdi khdi (rong roc) mdc vao cdi vong trén
thanh doc sdng thuyén gan noi deng c6t budom phdi khong a? Nhwng ma
ching r61 nui 1én ca.”

“Khong phéi dudi sao cang budm cling ¢6 mdt cdi vong khac sao, gan
cOt budom ay?” ntr hoang Elizabeth hoi.

“Tha’y ro6i,” thuyén tredng John dap. “Mot khdi méec vao vong dudi
sao cang budm, mdt khdi thi vao cdi vong dwdi long thuyén. Vay thi kéo
sao cang budm xudng la chuyén nhd. Pwoc chir ha?”

“Gio may nép gap trén budm dang chay 1én chay xudng, chir khdng cé
chay ngang,” thuyén ph6 Susan dép.

“Khong sao dau,” ntr hoang Elizabeth bao. “Gid sé cang pheamg ching ra
ngay khi chiing ta bit dau dong thuyén di thdi ma. Cho phép ta 1én thuyén
chtr, thuyén tredng Drake?”

“Xin moi a,” John dédp, “nhwng gio me dwng d€ y dén viéc lam nwr
hoang Elizabeth gi nita.” C4u sip stra dong budm chi¢c Chim En Tan dau
tién, va cu dang phai lo nghi d&€n qua nhiéu th roéi cheamg can thém nw
hoang nw hi€c gi nwra dau.



Titty, Roger va me tir cAu tau leo xudng thuyén Chim En, khi con
thuyén dang neo dd’y v&i cdnh bu'dm phén phat gié, s&n sang nhd neo.

“Me, me gitr banh 14i khi con quang diay nhé?” thuyén tredng John hoi.

“Khong dau,” me dap. “Coé l1a nir hoang hay khong thi me ciing chi 1a
mot khach di thuy€n, va me mudén xem xem cac con ty xoay xo thé nao.”

“Puwoc a,” thuyén tredng John dap. “Thuyén phd nay, ciu Ién trde
quang day nhé. Bao cdc thuy tha cii xudng né dau khéi thanh sao di.”

“Vang thwa thuyén tredng,” thuyén phé Susan dap. “Hai cau kia, ng6i
xudng san tau nao.” Cau boi tau va thuy€n vién ngoi thup xudng san, dau
cti bén dwdi mép thuyén. John cam lai. Susan thdo diay neo khoi vong dai
trén cau tau, ludn dudi day neo qua vong dai, roi giw 18Yy.

“S&n sang,” c6 bé noi.

“Nh& neo,” thuyén trwedng bdo, va lat sau thi thuyén Chim En di di
chuyén.

“Minh s€ sang ddo a?” cau phu viéc hoi.

“Khong,” me déap. “Pi qua d6 roi quay ve s€ ra't 1au. Néu cac con mudn
khéi hanh vao sdng mai thi con nhiéu chuyén can 1am 18m. Chi cho thuyén
di mot doan ngén ngwoc gié thoi, roi chiing ta phai quay veé lo liéu tdi rom
cung lvong thue du trir, véi ca bao thir khac ma cdc con ¢an ¢6 cho chuyén
di.”

Thé 12 chuyén dong budm thir nghiém ctia Chim En ngin ngin. John
cho thuyén ra ngwoc gié, lich qua ldch lai, moi T4n ldch nhich di dwoc chit
xiu, giong nhe Roger da lam khi n6 chay ngwoc 1én canh d6ng ngay hom
trede. R6i ho quay dau cho thuyén veé, ludt bang bang trong lan nuwdc noi
bot tring x6a quanh thuyeén.

“Thuyén cta ciu dwgc 18m, thuyén trudng John a,” me ndi, khi moi
ngwoi lai leo 1én cau tau, Susan cung John dang x&p gon bu'ém lai, ha cot
budm xudng d€ dwa Chim En vao trong nha thuyeén.

“DPep qua,” John ndi.

Ca ngay con lai hom &y that nhiéu viéc. Me thi may ma’y tdi rom bing
bao gao. Titty mang theo ciy co nhd vé ndng trai, cit ra 14 co hinh tam gidc
tr vai bo” con sot lai sau khi lam Téu. Me vé hinh con én trén mi€ng gid'y,
Titty cit ra mdt con tir miéng vai xéc mau xanh ting 14 mot phan cia cdi
quan chén. R6i con bé dit mau chim én 1én nén co tring, khoét ra mdt chd



cho vitra sit v&i hinh mau. Poan né khau vién theo con chim én mau xanh
vao chd vira dwoe khoét trén 14 co trdng &y. Sau khi con bé 1am xong thi
kia 12 14 c& trdng that xinh c6 con chim én xanh bay ngang qua, hai mit co
nhin giéng hét nhau. R'6i né cot c& vao ciy co bang day thép trude day
tirng ¢6 14 cor xanh, d€ sén sang kéo I1én dinh cdt budm.

Thuyén tredng John cung thuyén phé dang gom lai nhitng d6 dy triv
cuyc ky quan trong ma quy€t dinh xem moén nao khong c6 ciing khong sao.
Danh sdch céc thir tr t6i qua sau bira an da dai thém ra't nhiéu. Roger bi sai
chay t&i chay lui nha thuyén mang theo da thir ma moi nguoi da quyét dinh
la khong dwoe d€'lai bo.

Nhiém vu hang d4u cta thuyén phé la sip x&p bép niic, v&i sy tro’ gitip
ctia bac Jackson, v’ ciia bac nong dan, bac dang cho mwon céc thi.

“PAu tién chdu sé cian d&n Am dun nwde,” bac Jackson béo.

“N0i va chao ntra a,” thuyén phé Susan vira néi vira nhin vao danh
sach. “Chau gidi nhat 1a lam moén trirng khud'y.”

“That khong da’y?” bac Jackson hdi. “Nguoi ta da s6” gidi nhat 1a lude
trimg thoi.”

“Qi thoi, chdu khong tinh chuyén ludc trimg vao dau,” Susan béo.

R6i con phai lo dé€n nao nhirng 1a dao nia, nao dia nao cd'c nao thia, roi
may hop dwng banh quy, phai 1a loai Ion d€ chira thirc dn vao day, voi ca
may lon nhd hon d€ dyng tra, mudi va dwong.

“Bon minh ¢an cdi lon to to vao d€ dwng dwong chix, phai khdng chi?”
Roger hdi, thing bé vira vao va dang chd xem c6 phai dem thir gi khdc
xudng nha thuyén khong.

“Chau sé khong nwdng banh nwdong trai gi ddy chir, ding khong nao,”
bac Jackson hai.

“Chdau nghi khong dau a,” thuyén phé Susan dap.

Dong vat dung trén ban b&p ctr mdi ldc mot nhiéu khi Susan gach bd
nhtrng moén trong danh sach ctia minh.

John va Titty di vao cho con bé thd’y 1a co' m&i va cling d€ xem con bé
lam an ra sao.

“Ai s€ lam thay thudc day?” con bé hdi.

“Bac si chw,” Titty bdo. “Trén tau thi ludn 1a bac si thoi.”



“Em chtr ai,” John dap. “Em la thuyén phé. P&y la viéc chia thuyén
phé. Anh ta ling xdng cé mat r'oi hdi, ‘Sao roi, chan cealng, rudt gan pheo
phoi gén ¢6t ciia cu thdy sao nao?” Khong nhé ha?”

“Vay thi em phai soan it bong bang thudc men du thi r'6i.”

“Oi khong,” Titty kéu 1én. “Trén hoang dio ngwdi ta chira trj moi thir
bﬁng thao dwgc co. Ching ta s€ bi d th bénh nhé, nao dich hach roi sot
roi cac chirng ma chealng thu6c men nao chtra dwoee 161 ching ta s€ tri li€u
bang cic loai thio dwg'e ma thd dan bay cho.”

Lic day me di vao giai quyé&t cau hdi nay. “Khdéng thudc men gi ca.
Ptra nao can bac si thi gidi ngli & nha ngay.”

“Né&u la bénh niing that ning co,” Titty néi, “nhung bon con cé the méc
bénh dich hay bi mdt hai con s6t nao da’y chir me.”

John néi, “Thé& con hadi d'6 thi sao day nhi?”

Titty bao ring dai dwong kia chwa tirng dwore tham hi€m, nén khong the
nao c6 hai d6 gi duorc.

“Nhung trén bao tAm hai @0 va ban @0 thd vi nha't déu ¢6 nhing chd
danh dau 1a ‘Chwa tham hi€ém’ dad’y thoi.”

“Hur, thé&” thi mang ban d6 dy di cling chealng duore tich sy gi,” Titty dap.

“Chting ta phai c6 mot kil hai &6 gi da’y,” John néi. “Chéic chin hai d6
day s€ sai bét, t€n tuodi cling khong ding. Chung ta s€ ty dat lai tén, di nhién
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roi.

Ching tim dwoe tAm ban d6 ro rang cd vé cdi ho trong cuén hwdng
dan du lich dja phwong. Titty bdo dd’y khong hin 12 hai @6. John béo the’
ciing dwoc. Va bac Jackson bdo ching c6 theé dem cuén hwdng din di,
nhung phai gitr cho kho rdo hét myc. Nghia 1a thém mot hop thi€c ntra cho
nhirng mén ¢An phai dwoc gitt cho khd. Ngoai cudn hwedng din ra chiing
con bd vao hdp &y vai cuén tdp lam nhat ky hang hai va it gidy de€ viét thu
vé nha. Ching cling bd vao ca tu sach cua thuyén. Titty tim thdy trén maYy
gia sach trong phong khach mét cudn tw di€n ti€ng Pirc do mdt khach tro
nao da’y ldc truedc bd lai. “Toan ti€ng nwdc ngoai khong thoéi,” con bé bao,
“chiing ta s€ can dén né d€ ndi chuyén v&i ngeoi ban xi.” Cudi ciing cuén
ttr dién bi bd lai, vi qud to va ning, va lai it n6 cling khong phai thit ngdn
ngtr thich hop. Thay vao ddy Titty mang theo quyén Robinson Crusoe.
“Sach nay cho ta bi€t chinh xac nhirng gi can lam khi & trén ddo,” cd bé



bao. John mang theo quyén Cdm nang thity thii, va phan ba cua cudn Hoa
tiéu viing Baltic. Ca hai cudn nay déu la cta bd, nhuwng John mang theo
ching ngay ca khi di nghi he. Thuyén ph6 Susan mang theo sich Ndu dn
don gidn cho ho gia dinh it ngwoi.

Cudi cung, khi gan nhw moi thtr déu da dwoc chidt dong trong nha
thuyén, ngay tredc gio Roger va Titty phai di ngu, toan b thay thu doan
leo ngwoe 1€n 161 di vao roeng thong dén moém Darien d€ nhin ra ddo mot
Tan nra. Mat troi dang 1an & rang d6i phia Tay. Bon bé yén ling nhu to.
Xa xa kia ca bon trong thad’y hon ddo cling h'd nwdc tinh ldng, trai dai dén
xa tit.
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“Khong tin noi la ching ta s€ dat chan Ién hon dao aYy,” Titty Ién ti€ng.

“N€u ngay mai ma khong c6 gio thi ching ta cling sé chaalng 1én dworc
da’y dau,” thuyén tredng John bdo. “Chiing ta phai huyt sdo 1én goi gi6é ve.”

Theo thoa thudn, Titty cung Roger huyt sdo hét doan nay sang doan
khac sudt quang dwong quay vé nha. Khi ca bon veé t&i ndng trai thi cic tan
14 cay dé gai da xao xac trén dau.

“Th&’y chwa,” Titty bdo, “bon minh cé gi6 r'oi dd’y nhé. Day som di, roi
chiing ta s€ ra ngoai huyt sdo thém it ntra tredc bira di€m tdm nhé.”






3
Hanh trinh ra dao

“Thanh Bristol c6 ba thay tha
Ho 18y thuyén chuan bi ra khoi;
Nhuwng triedre tién ho cha't 1én day
Banh quy, thit chua v&i thit bo.”
THACKERAY

Thuy‘én Chim En con lai rat it chd trdng khi moi ngudi di chit xong
d6 dac 1én thuyén tai cau tau nhd canh nha thuyén. Dwdi tAm van ngang
chinh 1a mot hop thi€c that 1on chira sach cuing gid’y bidt va nhirng thir khac
can phai gitr cho khd, nhw 1a quan 4o ngu. Trong hop nay con cé cd mdt
chi€c phong vii bi€u nho nhd. John da gianh dwoce gidi thwdng nay &
treong va khong khi nao di ddu ma khong mang né theo. Dudi van ké mii
thuyén, & hai bén cot budm, la nhirng hop thi€c 1on, dgng banh mi, tra,
dwong, mudi, banh quy, thit bo hdp, ca moi déng hop, véi ra't nhiéu trirng
ga, dwgrc gbi riéng tirng qua vi s¢’ vor, va mot 0 twdng banh ga to trdn hat.
Ngay phia trede ddy, trede ¢t budm, 1a mot cudn thing dai bén tw day gai
chic nui va md neo, nhwng sau khi thit thi ching phat hién ra ring chd nay
da cho bdi tau Roger dirng ddu mdi thuyén lam ngwoi canh gac. R6i ¢6
thém hai tdm bat, cudn trong da’y 1 hai cdi Téu, mdi Téu c6 s¢i thieng riéng.
Chiing dwgc x&p gon gang ngay dudi chin cot budm. Toan bd chd trong
con lai trong long thuyén chira ddy hai tdi Ion nhét cieng nhirng chan va
tham. Ngoai nhitng mén nay ra con cé cic thir khong the cho vao bao bi
dwore, ma phai d€ roi, nhét vao dau do, nhieng thir nhw 1a n'6i niéu xoong
chdo va &m dun nwde, va mot cay dén that to ding trong ndng trai. R'6i nao
14 mot ro day nhing cd'c, dia, mudng, nia, dao. Ch:flng con chd cho vat nao
16m ca ngoai thily thi doan, 4y vAy ma trén cau tau van con bon tii rom to,
dwoc bac ndng dan Jackson nhét day rom, dung lam giwong va ném.



“Chung ta phai 1am hai chuy&n r'6i,” thuyén tredng John ndi.

“C6 khi ba &y chir,” thuyén phé Susan phu hoa. “Ngay ca khi thuyén
Chim En khong ché theo gi thi chiing ta ciing chaalng thé nao nhét qua ba tudi
rom maot lac 1€n thuyén dworc.”

Thuyén vién Titty ndy ra mot y. “Bon minh khong nho thd dan ché
gium trén thuyén cheéo ctia ho dwoc sao?” con nhd hoi.

John nhin vao nha thuyén, trong ddy cé céi thuyén cheéo 1én thude s&
hiru clia nong trai. Cau biét, vi chuyén nay da dwoc sip x&p riéng, me s&
ghé qua tham cd dam trede khi trovi t67 d€ xem moi chuyén ¢6 On thda ca
khong. Cau ciing biét ring, thda thuin 13 bac Jackson s& chéo thuyén dwa
me sang. Bac Jackson la tho dan dang tin cdy nha't ma ta c6 th€ mong c6
dworc.

Me va va em, bong theo Vicky, dang di qua dong.

John di d&n chd me. Moi nguwoi thda thuin 1a bac thd dan sé cheo
thuyén dwa ma’y tdi rom sang.

“Chéc 14 bon con khdng cé qgén gl hé’t} day ch®?” me héi, ding trén
cau tau nhin xudng thuyén Chim En da day dp.

“Hi&€m khi nguoi ta di mot chuyén dai ngay ma lai khong quén gi day
1&m.”

“Bon con ¢6 dd moi thir trong danh sach cua con r'oi a,” thuyén phé
Susan dap.

“Moi thtr sa0?” me hoi.

“Me, me dang gidu gi sau lung vay?” Titty hoéi, th€” 1a me chia ra mét
g6i muoi hai hdp diém.

“Suyt chut ntra 1a phai la Ién ‘Troi da't oi’ mat thoi,” John ndi. “Bon
con chic 12 ching th& nao nhém dworc Itra néu khdng c6 thit nay roi.”

Moi nguwoi chia tay nhau trén céu tau.

“Néu xong hét roi thi cac con khdi hanh di thoi,” me bao.

“Nao, thuyén pho6 dau,” thuyén tredng John goi.

“Xudng thuyén,” thuyén phé Susan hd 1on.

Roger vao vi tri & mii thuyén. Titty ng6i trén thanh van ké gitra
thuy€n. John moc truc ,céng budm vao con lan trén c6t budm, kéo canh
budm nau be bé 1én, that chat diy néo. Ngon co’ ctia Titty, mang hinh con



chim én mau xanh dwong thim trén nén tring, d3 phap phdi trén dinh cot
budm tw ldc nao. Titty tw tay kéo cor 1én ngay khi moi ngwoi dung xong cot
budm sau btra di€m tam. John di vé phia cudi thuyén dén bén banh lai.
Susan kéo sao cdng budm xudng cho dén khi canh budm cdng th:fmg thom,
roi cd bé cling budc chit lai.

Gi6é hay hay huwdng Tay Béic, khong nghi ngo gi nira, ngon gié dwoc
ti&€ng huyt sdo thic giuc cta thily thit doan dwa d&n. Me nim mot dau day
neo, va roi, khi cinh budm nhd bé da no gié, me quing diy neo sang cho
Roger d€ n6 cudn lai, nhét ca't di dwdi chan minh. Cham chap, tw twr, thuyén
Chim En leét khdi cau tau.

“Tam bi€t me nhé. Tam biét Vicky. Tam biét va.”

“Chao nhé, tam biét,” ti€ng chao twr ciu tau vong lai.

Me vay vay khin tay. Vi em ciing vy khiin, con Vicky thi viy viy ban
tay mup mip.

Thuy tha doan trén thuyén Chim En vy tay chao lai.

“H6 vang ba Tdn chao nhitng nguwoi & lai nao,” thuyén tredng John ra
1énh.

Cé bon ho vang.

“Ching ta phai hat vang bai ‘Nhirng c6 nang Tdy Ban Nha’ chw,” Titty
bao. Th&'la ca dam cung hat:

“Chao nhé, nhitng c6 em Tday Ban Nha xinh dep,
Tw biét nhé, ho'i nhitng ngwo'i con gdi xir kia,
Chiing toi day dworc énh phdi quay thuyén vé Anh qudc,
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Va co lé sé chang bao gio dwoc gap lai cdc nang.

Chiing toi sé ho reo gam thét, nhw nhigng thity thii ngwoi Anh thiee thu,
Cdéing budm doc ngang khdp cdc ving bién mdn,
Cho dén khi khudy tung bot nwoc bien Manche,
Tw Ushant cho dén Scilly, suét ba mwoi lam hdi ly.”



“T4at nhién la thit ra ching ta dang di theo hwdng khac,” Susan ndi,
“nhwng chang sao.”

Con thuyén Chim En ti tir ti&n ra phia ctra vinh. Thoat dau con thuy\én
chang gy ra ti€ng dong gi ma cing khong lam gon chiit dwong ré nuwoc.
Thé r'oi, khi ra khoi han mé Béc vinh, con thuyén bit dwore thém it gid, vay
1a ti€ng nuwdc vd reo vui bit dau phat ra tir ddy thuyén phia tredc, con

dwong ré nuwdc cling trai dai ra va luc buc & phia dudi thuyén.



NHO NEO



Mém Darien, doi da't nim & phia Nam vinh Holly Howe, dai hon doi
dat phia Bic vinh. P&n thuyén trudng John ciing khong ddm liéu. C6 the
c6 dd ngam & cudi moém Darien. Cu gitr cho thuyén chay thaamg ra khoi
vinh cho d&n khi cdu c6 th€ nhin vao vinh tw phia bén kia miii da't. Xa tit
dwdi cudi h'o kia 16 ra hinh hai hon ddo. Trong né cé vé xa hon 1a khi nhin
ttr mom Darien. Cu6i cling John tha day kéo budm chinh, kéo tay banh lai
1én. Sao cing budm bung ra, con thuyén Chim En quay ngoit qua, va voi
ngon gid thoi phia dudi tau, John quay banh 1ai dong thzatng ra dao.

Me cluing vi em, va Vicky, vAn con déng noi ciu tau. Ho vAy tay Tan
cudi. Thity thi doan trén thuyén Chim En ciing vay lai, roi trong thodng
ch6c ca bon chealng the€ nhin vao trong vinh dwoc ntra. Vinh da khua't sau
mdém Darien. Bén trén kia 1a Mdm P4 ma Ian dau tién ca bon trong thdy
hon ddo. Mdm Da trong cé vé tha’p hon moi khi. Moi thx tré nén nhd hon
trir h'0 nwdre, con cdi h'6 tredc nay hinh nhw khong hé rdng dén thé nay.

“Liéu ¢6 bi tré budom khong da’y?” thuyén phé Susan hdi, cd bé nh¢ lai
cai ngay dang budn mot nam vé trwede, khi dang chay trede gid trén con
thuyén nho thi sdo cidng bud6m bdng ngodt lai theo mdt quyét dinh dot ngot,
tdang cho c6 nang cuc u mai khong xep.

“Nhin co kia kia,” thuyén tredng John ddp. “Co dang tung bay theo
hudng budm, ching ¢6 gi phai s budm tré khi ma ¢ bay nhw the ca
dau.”

Gi6 thoi déu, du nhe thdi, ma nhin chung thi John 18y lam hai long 1a
gi6 khong 1on hon nitra trong hanh trinh dau tién ra dao nay trén con thuyén
Chim En chat nang hang hoéa. Viéc cudn budm sé ric 161 kinh, khi con
thuyén day nhirng Téu bat cung hdp banh quy v&i ba cdi thir ndu nwdng
khac. V&i lai, ¢6 qua nhiéu thir phai xem ma ldc nay & trén nwdc trong that
khéc v&i khi nhin tt trén mém Darien.

Hon ddo dau c6 nam ngay gitta h'0, ma lai gan bo Pdng hon nhiéu,
cung mot phia h'6 v&i vinh Holly Howe va mdm Darien. Doc ven bo d6 1a
ma’y doi da't nho nhd ndi ti€p nhau. Rai rac d6 day la ma’y canh dong ven
mép nudc, nhwng cha y&u toan 1a rieng rAm. Thuwa thét ndm gitra rirng cay
12 mAy ciin nha, nhung cling khong nhiéu 1dm, con bén trén rirng cay 1a cdc
swon d'6i phu kin bui thach nam.

Khi ca bon di qua miii da't thir hai bén kia mém Darien, b0i tau Roger
bdo cdo thd'y mot con tau va chi tay vé phia bor. Budm ciing & phia &y, nén



Roger nhin ra con tau tredc khi ma’y dira kia trong tha’y. Trong cdi vinh bén
kia miii da't c6 mot con thu mau xanh thdm trong la hodc. Py 12 mot con
tau thon dai ¢ mai ca bin nho cao, doc bén hdng c6 day cwra sO kinh. Mii
tau trong gidng ki€u mii cda tau ba cdt budm thoi xwa. Pudi tau lai gidng
duoi tau thuy. Con tau nay chealng cé thir gi goi cho ding la c6t budm ca,
nhung lai c6 cot co nho nhd, chd 4t di tirng ¢ cot budm chinh, dung ngay
trede khoang 14i c6 ctra sO kinh. Trén boong sau che mdi bat, bén dudi ¢
mot ong to béo dang ngo1 viet trén ghe” dat trén boong. Con tau dwgc neo
vao cdi phao to twdng.

“MOot can nha be,” John ndi.

“Nha be 1a gi a?” Titty hoi.

“La cai thuyén dugec dung thay cho nha 2. O Falmouth cling c6 mot
cdi, ngwoi ta thweong sdng trong dd’y quanh nam su6t thang.”

“Udc gi bon minh cling dwoc sdng trong nha bé quanh nim sudt thdng
nhi,” Susan noi.

“Ngay nao ddy roi anh sé song nhw vay,” John bédo, “ca Roger ciling
thé”. B6 song the' ma.”

“Vang, nhung ma khéac co’. Tau khu truc dau phai 1a nha be.”

“Thi cling la song trén thuyén ca thoi.”

“U, nhung dau c¢é & yén mot chd. Nha be & chét gi mot noi nhw nha @&
thuyén &Yy, em cling nh¢d cdn nha be & Falmouth d&’y nhé,” Susan néi. “C6
nguyén mdt gia dinh sinh s6ng trén ddy, bon em thwong thdy ho chéo vao
bo mua stra mdi sdng ma. B4c hang thit va hang banh mi thwong ghé qua
day, nhw th€ da’y 1a cdn nha thwe thu ay. May bac &y thwong di ra bo roi
goi lIon ‘B& nha be!” thé'1a ¢6 mdt 6ng hay mot ba kia cheo thuyén vao d€
mua thit mua banh mi cia ho. John, coi chirng anh dang lam gi kia!”

Thuyén tredng John, ddu 6c¢ dang lan man vé nha be, nén nay gio
khong nghi dén viéc 14i tau, thé"1a 14 c& nhd mau trang ¢ con chim én xanh
dang phan phit mot bén cft budm nguoc chiéu canh budm. Sao cang
bu'dm chuc quat qua thi Susan goi git, nhwng John, ngay 14p t&c ha banh
lai xuéng, da tranh dwgc ci tré budm. Sau ddy cdu ta chi nhin can nha be
qua khée mét. Gié dang rat nhe nén c6 tré budm thi ciing khdng van dé gi,
chic 1a trir vai cdi dAu bi u thdi, nhung thuyén tredng ma lam gwong 14i
thuyén kém dén thé&  cho thdy thii thi chic 1 khong hay ho gi roi.



Thuyén vién Titty da nép minh dwdi long thuyén gitta m¢ [€u bat, hai
tay 6m mot gid nho dyng bat dia cho an toan. Con bé chi ¢6 thé nhin 1ap 16
qua mép tau.

“Khong bi€t 1a,” con bé bao, “cai 6ng trén nha be¢ kia c¢6 gia dinh gi &
cung khong.”

“Ong c6 mot minh ha,” Roger bio.

“MaYy ngudi kia chic 12 dang nd'u nwdng trong khoang thdi,” Susan
doan.

“Chéc dng nay 1a cuedp bién gidi nghé nhi,” Titty néi.

Ping lic 8y ¢6 ti€ng quang quac chat chda vang trén mét nwdc, mot
con chim mau xanh 14 cdy to 1&n ma ca bon da khong d€ y thd’y giti minh
mot cai khi diu trén thanh lan can chay vong quanh dudi nha be.

“Ong la cwdp bicn d6,” Roger néi. “Con vet ctia Ong kia.”

Ca bon chwa kip nhin tha’y thém gi thi miii da't nho nhd ti€p theo da che
khuit ciin nha bé khdi tAm mét. C6 18 nhw vdy lai may, vi d&n thuyén
tredng John cling mudn nhin thdy con vet, ma cam ldi tau cho virng khi ta
nhin hai hwdng mot lic that 1a khdng the.

“Tau hoi nwde ti€n d€n sau dudi thuyén kia,” thuyén phé Susan thong
bdo.

MOt con tau hoi nueére dai hién ra trong tAm mét canh doi da't Darien, xa
xa phia du6i tau 1a mét trong ma’y tau hoi nwde chay te dau nay téi dau kia
h'®6 mot ngay hai ba bén, trén dwong di thi ghé qua thj trdn nhd ngwoc h'6
cach vinh Holly Howe ching mo6t didm, véi lai mét hai tram dwng. Trong
sach hwong din du lich thi thj trdn nhd ndy dwoc bi€t vdi tén goi khéc,
nhung thily thdt doan trén thuyén Chim En tir 1au da dit cho thi tri'n Ay cdi
tén Rio Grande. Sau khi ghé qua Rio, md’y tau hoi nwdc chay thgng dén
cudi h'o, chi dung lai doi chd d€ trd khdch vao bor tai CAu tau nay hay dén
khach néu khach ra hiéu mudn 1én tau. Lo trinh cla tau hoi nwedc chay men
gan ddo, nhung vao ldc nay thi gan v&i bo bén kia hon. Tau hoi nwdc
nhanh chéng dudi kip roi qua mit Chim En. Puong 1é nwdc tda tir tau lan
ra kh&p mit h'6, khiéh Chim En dung dwa 1am cho 4m nuwdc vé&i n'di niéu va
nhau loang xoang dudi van long thuyén va thuyén vién Titty phdi 6m khw
khu 147y gid bét dia. Thodt cdi tau hoi nwde chi con 12 mot d6m nhd vdi
dudi khoi tring xa tit bén kia hon dao.



Bong ¢4 tiéng "Am Am tir xa, nhanh chéng mdi lic mot 1on. Mot vat
nudce tring x6a bin tung tée hién ra bén kia hon dao gan tau hoi nwde. Vat
neoe 4y dwong nhw dang lwdt trén mit nedc, mdi lic mot gan hon. La
mot chi€c xudng mdy cao t6'c, nhanh hon tau hoi nwdc nhiéu va am 1 hon
ca trim T4n. Xu'dng mdy gam rd chay 1én dau h6, veot qua Chim En ca
tram mét, va chéng may chdc da bi€n mat sau dudi thuyén qua bén kia
mom Darien. Lac dac d6 diy, gan ven bo, 1a may chi€c ghe chéo cuing ngw
dan. Nhung théi néu khong mudn thi ching can phai d&'y gi dén may canh
nay, thé nén thuyén Chim En cing doan thily tha ti ti tiéh vé phia Nam di
ra dai dwong hoang ving I'an dau tién dwore nhitng nguwdi di bién da tring
dong budm ti€n vao.

Cé bon dang ti€n gan hon dén dao.

“P& mét tim chd cip bo cho t6t nhé,” thuyén truedng John bio.

“V&i lai coi ching bon moi ddYy,” Titty ndi. “Ching ta khéng biét noi
nay c¢6 nguoi & hay khong, nén can than ciing khong thwa.”

“Anh s€ cho thuyén di gitra hon ddo va bo’ nay roi vong lai phia bén
kia, d€ chiing ta chon chd thich hgp nhat,” thuyén tredng John bdo.

Pao phu day cay xanh, trong s6 dé c6 mdt cay thong that cao vueot hin
nhirng s6i, nhirng phi, dé gai va thanh hwong tra. Ca bon thwong nhin cay
thong nay qua vién vong kinh ttr mdém Darien. Ciy thdng cao dirng gan dau
phia Bic hon d4o. Bén dudi diy 1a vach da nhd, d6 xudi xudng mit nudec.
D4 10 nhd tr bo ra d&n vai mét. Noi dd’'y khong ¢6 chd nao d€ cip vao
duorc ca.

“Nao, cau thuyén phd,” thuyén tredng John goi, “ching ta phai quan
sat cho ky vao.”

“Roger, hé thd'y dd dwdi nude thi la to 18n nhé,” thuyén phé bao.

John bé 1ai cho thuyén di qua gitra hon ddo va dat lién, khong di sat dao
qué d& khong phai ma't stitc gié. Lat sau Chim En luét trén ving nudc ling,
du gi6 van di manh d€ ddy thuyén di chAm chim. Hoi qua phan ba dwong
di doc bo Bong cta dao ¢c6 mot cdi vinh, nhd ti xiu, ¢6 bor 1a bai sdi. Sau
bai sdi da’y hinh nhw 1a mot quang da't quang qué hon gitra cac rang cay.

“Chd that thich hop d€ dung trai ddy,” Susan néi.

“Cap bén ciling td't nira,” John bdo, “nhwng néu gid thoi tr phia nay thi
cling chéng ich gi. Ching ta s€ cho thuyén di quanh dao tred'c d€ xem cé



chd nao t6't hon khong.”

“Phia trede c6 da,” Roger la 1on, chi tay vao vai tdng dd hoi nhd 1én
khoi mat nwdre. John quay banh 14i cho thuyén nhich ra xa bo' mét chuit.

Céc phia quanh dado déu doc va 1ém chédm da. Vinh nwdc be bé kia
dwong nhw 1a noi duy nha't ¢ the cap vao dwgce. Con lai 1a vach da cheo
leo, nhw mém Darien, chi 1a nhd hon nhiéu, moc day thach nam v&i maYy
thr cdy coi coc nho nhd. Miit phia Nam dao, dd nho lai roi dét nhién nhd
1én lai thanh doi dat gan nhw chi tuyén 1a d4. O’ d4u phia Nam nay hon ddo
dwong nhw da vor vun ra thanh ra't nhiéu hon dao nhd. John cho thuyén di
ti&p dén khi cau di qua h&t cdc ddo r'oi bit dau kéo day 1o bu'dm, kéo banh
14i xuéng dwa thuyén Chim En quanh lai dwéi do.

“Céi chd d4u tién 1a noi thich hgp duy nha't phia 4y dd’y,” Susan bdo.

“Ching ta s€ di vat trng dot mot ngwoc 1€n phia nay, d€ quan sat cho
ky,” thuyén treéng John néi. Cau kéo day 1eo lai gan hon dwa Chim En ra
gan hwdong gié hon. Cau cr gitr 1di cho thuyén chay xa bo man phai cho
dé&n khi thuyén cach dao chirng b6n mwoi thwdc. Va roi:

“S&n sang tré budm.”

Susan thup dau xudng. Titty, dang ng'6i trén van day thuyeén, von da da
thap roi, nhuwng con bé ciing thup theo. Roger thi & cach xa roi, tdn phia
tredre ¢Ot bu'dm chinh.

John kéo banh 14i xuéng. Chim En phéng 1én dén gié. Sao cing budm
cung canh budm nau quat ngwoce lai roi cang gié trong Ian trd bu'dm ti€p
theo va th& 1a Chim En, nwéc lha dwdi miii thuyeén, tiéh dong vao phia Tay
ctia ddo. O ddy khong thd’y c6 d4 vién quanh, nhung hon dio thi doc ding
xudng nwdc, nhr mot birc twong.

“Tha’y ddy thi la 1én nhé Roger,” thuyén phé6 Susan goi 1on.

“Vang thwa thuyén phé,” Roger vira ddp vira cing h&t méit nhin xudng
ddy nwdc xanh thim tham.

“Lé ra bon minh phai dem theo day doi d&’do,” Susan ndi.

“Chd nay thi nd chgng ich 1ot gi dau,” John dap.

Ca bon cho thuyén di mai cho d&n khi cich bo’ chirng ndm mét ma
nwde van 1a mot man t67 om im [im bén dudi. John ching ddm cho thuyén
vao gan hon.



“Tré budm,” ciu ho 1on.

Chi dé&n khi cd bon da quay ngodt lai, tié€nh sat dudi chan vach d4 thi
Roger m&i la 1€n, “Em thdy ddy r6i.” R6 rang 1a & man nay, hon dao tw
nude sau nho thing 1én.

Pau Susan thyp xudng roéi thém dau Titty nwra, du con bé chzalng can
phai th&". Con thuyén Chim En bé nhd quay vong lai r'oi lai tdc tic di ra h'o.
John chwa dwa thuyén ra xa thi da “Tré bué6m” mot [an nira va con thuyén
lai trong tranh vé phia ddo. Ca bon chay dich déc t&i lui, mdi '4n lai tiéh xa
1én hwéng Béic doc theo bor déo.

Nguyén doc bor phia Tdy nay cling vay, la mot birc twong dd, dyng
ding, twr trén cao d6 xudng nuwdc siu, khong c6 dwoe cdi vinh nao d€ c6 thé
cap vao duoc.

“Chd h'di niy bén phia kia 1a chd duy nha't roi,” Susan bo.

“Khong du rong lam cang,” thuyén tredng John néi, “nhung néu day la
chd duy nha't thi danh vay. Ching ta c6 th€ cho thuyén dung tai d6.”

L4n tré budm tiép theo John cho Chim En di xa ra h'd réi vong qua I4n
cudi d&n khi da cdch xa hin mii phia Bic clia ddo. C4u cho thuyén di qua
mui da’y roi ngay sau khi tranh hét bai da thi ciu ho to:

“Tré budm!”

Susan kéo manh diy 1¢o nhanh hét strc c6 th€. John dung tay lai. Con
thuyén Chim En TAn nita quay vé phia Nam, sao cing budm dénh vut qua
dau moi nguwoi, Susan ndi 1dng day 1éo ngay khi sao cang budm vudt qua,
thé” 1a mot Ian ntra cad bon lai dong bu'dom doc man dao phia Bong bén trong.
Ngay khi thuyén d&i dién vinh nho ¢6 bai bién séi thi John goi 1n:

“Chuan bi cuon bu'd6m. Ha budm!”

Thuyén phé6 Susan da 1am lam day leo budm trong tay. C6 bé ndi chiing
day nhung khong tha day di. Buom ha xudng.

“Chup 18y truc buom, Roger!” Thée la Roger chuyp 12Yy.

Susan thdo con ldn ra khéi méc réi cing Roger ha bu'dom va truc budm
xudng. Titty voi giod bat dia ding tranh xa dwdi may 1op buom. K€ thi 1au
chit chuyén dién ra rd nhanh, va khi budm da ha xudng thi thuyén Chim En
van con du quén tinh d€ lwdt vao bor.



“Coi chtrng nhé Roger,” thuyén phé Susan bdo, ca co ciing dang lo léng
nhin qua mui thuyén.

“C6 da bén man phai,” cd bé kéu 1én.

John dich banh 14i di mot chut xiu.

Con thuyén Chim En, trong ving nuedc khd phang ling, tiép tuc ludt
toi.

“R'6i,” Susan vira néi vira '6m c¢6m di vé du6i thuyén lom khom trén
dau Titty, con bé vira m&i 16 d4u ra tir dwdi budm. Susan di vé dudi thuyén
de lam giam trong mii thuyén, va ngay khi ¢6 bé dé€n da’y, mot ti€ng lao
x20 lao xao khé vang 1én, va miii thuyén Chim En di gh&ch 1én bai sdi. Con
thuyén chwa kip cham vao bai thi Roger da nhdy 1én bo ciing diy neo.






4
Cang Khoit

SUSAN la ngwoi ti€p theo 1én bor. R'6i dén Titty cuing gid bat dia. John
& lai thuyén d€ chuyén d6 dy trir xudng. Trwdc hét 1a mad’y mén d6 nad'u
nuwdng linh kinh dwoc nhét khip noi. R6i d&n hai cdi Téu, mdi cdi cudn
trong ta'm bat riéng, roi ma’y hop banh quy, roi dén chi€c hop thi€c ndng
chira sach cung phong vii bi€u va nhirng thr can gitr cho kho. Thé 1a con
thuyén dwgc giam tdi, va thuyén phé Susan cung thuyén vién kéo con
thuyén I€n trén bo mdt chuit, gidp cho viéc mang ma’y cdi tdi day nhirng
thdm cung chin mén xudng dwoc dé dang hon. Moi thit dworc chat dong
trén bai soi kho rdo.

“Nao, cdu thuyén phd,” thuyén tredng John goi, “ta 1én dwong tham
hiém thoi.”

“Viéc trede hét ¢an 1am 14 tim chd td't nha't @€ dwng trai,” Susan bao.

“Ma nhin tw dau cling kho thay &y,” Titty noi.

“Chiing ta can mot vat da't phfmg c6 cdy c0i d€ cang [€u,” John bao.

“V&i cad mot chd thich hgp d€ nhém Ira,” Susan thém.

“Bo @0 lai day c6 an toan khong thé?” Titty hdi. “Bi€t dau lai cé song
thian, cao nhirng mwoi hai mét, 4p vao cudn phang moi thir.”

“Khong 1on téi miee d6 dau,” John bdo. “Lon thé thi pha hét ca ddo
ma't roicon gi.”

“E nay, nhéc bdi tau dau ro6i?” thuyén phé hoi. Cau bdi tau Roger da
lén duong tham hi€m mat roi. Ding ldc 4y thang bé la 1én gan chd moi
ngudi, ding sau may bui ciy.

“Co6 ai d6 nhém lira & day r'o6i.”

M4’y dira kia tw bai nho chay lai. Gitra khu viee bai ddp va vung da't cao
cé cdy thdong 1on trén ddo 1a mot khoanh dat trdng, tron tron, day réu. Ven



khodnh da't &y 1a cy c61, & gitra ¢6 mot chd tré’ng tron ma co da bi céo di.
Roger dang ding da* Y, nhin vao vong tron x&p biang d4 cudi ngay ngan, tao
thanh chd nhém Ira van con tro tan clia ddng Itra ldc truede. O hai bén thanh
vong tron ¢é hai que chia chic nui di dwoc chon xudng da't va chat dd tang
quanh chan, roi thém mot que dai khac gac ngang qua 10 Itta trén chac ba
ctia hai que cim thing ding, d& c6 the treo 4m nude trén ngon lka. Canh
chd nhém Ia 12 mot ch'ong cui kho chit ngay ngdn, dwoc bé dai gan bang
nhau. C6 nguoi trng nhom lra & day, va c¢6 ngwoi dang dinh nhém 1tra lai
cling & day.

“Tho dan,” Titty reo Ién.

“C6 18 ho van con & diy,” Roger tiép loi.

“Pi nao,” thuyén tredng John bao. “Ta di kieém tra mdt vong xem.”

That sy hon dao chang c6 gi nhiéu nhin d&€ ma thim hi€m. Ching maYy
chdc thay thiy doan thuyén Chim En d3 biét chic ring, mic du c6 ai d6
ting & trén ddo nay lic nao da’y, nhwng hom nay trén dao chi c¢6 hdi nay ma
thoi. Ca ddm di ngworc 1én mit phia Bic ddo, roi dirng trén khu vye cao cia
ddo canh cdi ciy to nhin qua h'6 nwdc. R6i ching di sang phia Nam dao,
nhuwng lai thdy noi nay 1m chédm da va phu day thach nam cling ma’y bui
cdy nhd coi coc, moc sin sit nén chaamg dé gi chen qua duoc. Ciing cé cay
cdi @4y, nhung khdng cao nhu ciy & khu phia Bic. Tuy nhién khong tha’y
dau hiéu gi 1a c6 con ngwdi & daYy, véi lai chdng c6 noi nao an toan ma
nhém lira. C4 bon quay lai chd dot Itra.

“Tho dan bié€t chon sao cho dwgc noi thich hgp nha't ma,” Susan ndi,
“va noi nhém lira nay that tién.”

“Bay gio c6 mong thd dan nao trén ddo dau,” Roger ndi.

“Chéc ho bi ma’y ngwdi ban dia khdc giét roi dn thit mat tidu roi,” Titty
bao.

“Ma thoi, noi nay la thich hgp nha't roi,” John néi. “Ta dung T€u I1én
ngay nao.”

Thé 1a c4 bon bét tay vao dung trai. Moi ngudi bé may bé Téu bat tir
chd cap bén lén roi thdo ra. Ching chon 14y bdn ciy to & mot bén chd
nhém Itra g4n v&i ciy thong 1dn nhat. “Ving da't cao s& che chin phia Bic
cho Téu,” John bdo. Poan ciu leo 1én mét than cdy dé€n chirng hon hai mét,
roi cot mot dau day ctia mdt trong hai tip [€u vao. Susan gitr dau day kia



cho d&n khi cau leo 1én mot cdy khac, cot day vao ciing ngang mirc v&i bén
kia. Ta't nhién s¢i thirng chiing xudng ngay gitra, nén tip [€u chi cao chung
mét rwedi. Sgii thirng khdng dwoc cang qua, vi swong dém sé khién day co
rit lai. Gio thi tdp Téu rii xudng hai bén s¢i thirng nhw tdi'm chan dang dwoc
hong cho khd. Viéc ti€p theo can lam la cha't dd cho ddy ma’y tdi dwdi chan
vach Téu. Mot khi maYy tdi dwdi chan mdi vach Téu da ¢6 vai hon da roi thi
s& dé dang gitr cho may véch léu cing ra thdi ma. Nhung d€ bdo dam 1a Téu
dwoc dung chic chin, bon tré vdc that nhiéu dd cudi tir bi 1én, ngoai s& d4
ma ching nhat dworc quanh may gdc cay, d€ quanh hai vat va mét sau [€u
déu c6 mdt day dé trong cdc tii nho gite cho vach [€u dwoc cang thealng tap.

“Me lam ki€u Téu nay hay ghé,” Susan néi. “P4 chén kit khip mit dat
noi nay, ching ta s€ khéng doi nao déng coc Téu nao xudng dwoc dau.”

Viéc ti€p theo la kéo td'm bat vao trong [éu ma trai ra. Lam xong, ca bon
lic nhic chen vao.

“Td't,” Susan bdo. “Tw trong nay nhin ra thd’y dwoc chd nhém lira.”

Tidp Téu thir hai ciing dwoc dung 1én theo cach Ay, va r'oi moi vat dung
con lai duoc dua tir duedi bai 1én. Thuyén phé Susan bét dau nghi t&i bira
to01. Thuyén vién T1tty cung boi tau Roger dwoc phai di lwom cui. Rat
nhiéu canh kho ndm rai rdc dudi cic gdc cay. Chang bi€t thé nao, nhwng
khong ai mudn ding d&n déng cli be bé ngay ngin ma nhitng ngudi trude
do st dung chd nhém Ira d€ lai. V&i lai that tinh thi cling khong ¢in phai
the’. Chflng bao lau sau mot ngon Itra da phwng phuc trong vong tron da
chdy den. Susan tim thd'y moOt chd gAn bén bai cip bé&n co hai phién d4, ta
dé dang ding lén dd'y ma mic mot Am dAy nuwdc sach. C6 bé mang aAm
quay lai, treo &m Ién que ngang bén trén ngon Iwra.

“Moi chuyén déu On,” thuyén tredng John 1én ti€ng, “trir chd cip bén.
Tw da't 1ién ai cling nhin thd’y bai nay, va néu gié ma thoi vao tor hwdng
Pong thi sé ra't khong hay cho Chim En. Anh sé di tim chd khéc t6t hon.”

“C6 chd nao dau chiz,” Susan bdo. “Bon minh d3 cho thuyén di vong
quanh dao r'oi ma.”

“Thi anh ciing di xem lai Tan ntra vay,” thuyén tred'ng John néi.

“Nhung bon minh vira m&i di khip ddo roi da’y thoi,” Susan cii.

“Minh vin chwa di dén tin cting hon ddo ma,” John dép.

“Nhung chd d6 chi toan 1a d4 thoi,” Susan néi chic nich.



“Sao ciing dwoe, anh sé di xem xem,” thuyén tredng John néi, roi d€
thuyén phé cliing thiy thi doan lai lo nd'u nwdng, con minh thi di ra mut
phia Nam dado.

Cau biét & dau phia Bic do sé chfmg ¢6 chd nao 1am bén cang dwoc
dau, ca dau phia Tay cling th€&’, bdi vi noi ddy da dam théng xudng ho nhw
mot bire twong bang da. Bén man Pong, ngoai chd béi ddp ra thi néi chung
cling vay thoi. Nhung ¢6 co may ciu tim dwgc thir minh mudn tai dau phia
Nam noi hon ddo chia ché ra thanh nhirng ddo nhd hon, da troc tor dwdi
nwée nhod 1én, mot s& nim ra tit ngodi xa d&n mic khi ca bon dang di vong
quanh trén thuyén Chim En ciu di nghi dén gan sé chaalng dwoc an toan
dau.

CAu di theo 161 dé nhit xuyén qua nhirng bui thap cling ciy nhd. Cau
thd'y ¢ nhu c6 ngudi ting di theo 167 nay roi. Cdu di thing dén chd ma
minh dang tim. Lic ndy khi chiing m&i thdm hi€m hon dao thi chi con mot
hai mét nira 1a cAu nhin tha’y chd nay. Ay vy ma noi nay khua't kin d&n ndi
cau da quay lai ma khong nhin thdy. L'an nay thi suyt chit nwra 1a ciu roi
tom xudng d6. Pay 1a mot dai bo' nhd uén quanh vinh nwdc nhd xiu & dau
tan cung ddo. Mot vat cay phi rim rap moc ro’p bén trén, che khud't noi nay
khoi con mét ctia bat ky k& nao khong tin tinh chen chan qua. Sau vat cay
phi, géc Tay Nam ctia ddo 1an ra ving nwdc dé€n gan hai chuc thwde, la
mot chdm da hep cao chwng hai d&€n hai mét rwedi, nho cao 1én r'6i dan dan
xudi xudng. P4 ting ciing che chin vinh nay & phia Pong Nam. Mot khoi
da to 12 mOt phdn cua ddo, roi xa hon 1a mot chudi khdi da nhd hon. Cha
trach ca bon cr twdng noi dd’y chi toan 1a da khi ching cho thuyén di qua
phia ngoai.

“Nhé& n6 chi 1a mot viing nwede khong ¢6 161 din vao thi sao,” John tw
nht.

Cau leo 1&€n chom tang da to. Trén da'y moc day thach nam nén John bo
bam 1én, nhin xudng viing nwde nhd dwdi chan minh. O mé bén kia viing
nwde cau con thd’y dwge da tang to dwdi nwde, nheng & mé bén nay thi ¢
vé an toan. Viing nwde trong day phing ling vo b, vi né dwoce chinh hon
d4o che chin ngon gié lic nay van con thSi hay hay tir phia TAy Bic. Trong
¢ vé nhu ¢6 th€ dwa thuyén twr ngoai vao qua con rach hep gitra hai bén da
tdng, nhung t4t nhién ngoai da’y van c6 the c6 dd ngdm ma ciu khong nhin
thdy dworc.



Cau leo ngwoe xudng ta't ta chay veé trai.

“Anh tim dwgre chd d6 ro6i,” cau la 1én. “It ra thi anh nghi 14 di tim
thay.”

“Thay gi?” Susan héi.

“MOot bén cang thyc thu cho Chim En. Ciing chwa bi€t ntra. Anh s€ dwa
thuyén di vong qua da’y xem c6 dwong vao khong. Em theo chr?”

“Pau c6 bod bép nic di dwore,” Susan dap.

“Thoi dwgc, anh phai dwa theo mot thuy tha,” John bao. “Em d€ thuyén
vién di dwgrc khong?”

“Pi theo di, Titty,” thuyén phé bao.

“Em di ntra,” Roger doi.

“Chi mot dra tho6i,” John ndi, “nhwng néu bon anh dwa dwoc thuyén
vao, bon anh s€ thoi coi. Khi d6 em c6 thé€ d&n. Cho mwon coi cua ciu nao,
thuyén ph6?”

Susan du’a/ coi cho cdu, roi John va Titty voi vang ra bén, ha thiay
thuyén Chim En.

“Anh s€ cheéo thuyén qua d6,” ciu bao. “Dyng budm 1€n d€ roi phai ha
xuong lién thi ich gi.”

Titty ng'di novi dudi thuyén con John chéo. Thuyén Chim En khé chéo
tht, boi song thuyeén véi thanh din, nhitng thit khién né chay bang budm
ra't hi€u qua. Nhwng chang bao l1au hai anh em da di qua miii ddo. John cheo
thuyén di vong that xa may khd1i da.

“N0,” ciu néi, “ching ta s& thir di vio. Anh s& chéo mot mai phia ding
dudi, em cAm cheo con lai di t&i trede sdn sang chin néu nhw ¢6 dd dudi
nwoc nhé.”

A2

“Em nén ngdi tredc truc budm chinh thi hon, nhe Roger &Yy,” Titty
dap.

“Cing dworc, néu ¢ chd.”

Phia duéi thuyén Chim En 13 mot vong hinh ban nguyét khoét ra tir tim
dudi, nhu modt mi€ng cin trén 14t banh mi phét bor. Trong da’y chi vira dd
chd d€ bd mot mai cheo, d€ ta ¢ the ding mot mdi chéo khua nwde hai bén
dwa thuyén di, hay ddo cho mai cheo luén day nwdc. Nhiéu ngwoi khong
biét cdch chéo bang mdt mdi noi dudi thuyén dau, nhung néu biét roi thi



dé 14m, John da dwoc bd chi cho tir 1au r'6i ngiy con & cang Falmouth. Ric
r01 duy nhad't la mui thuyén s€ hoi 18¢ 1w chéch choac.
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Thuyén tredng John thdo banh 1ai ra, dat xudng san thuyén. R'6i ciu
b4t dau khua chéo phia dudi thuyén, nhe nhang thoi, dd d€ Chim En cham
cham tién vao doc nhitng day d4. Titty, tay 1&im 1&m mai chéo con lai, da s&n
sing ding miii thuyén.

“Ca hai bén déu c6 da ngam,” Titty bao.

“Néu c6 dd ngay tred'c mat thi la 1én,” John bao. “Né&u dwoce thi dirng
de thuyén va vao tang da nao hét.”

Cau cheo tiép. Chim En tir tlt tién vio gitra nhitng ting d4 ngap séng.
Thé& r'o6i, ngoai nhirng d4 ngdp séng ra, con cé nhirng tang nhd hin 1én khoi
mit nwdc. P4 mdi lic mot 1on hon. R'6i d&n nhirng tadng da cao che khuat
bo Bong h'6, trong khi mé Tay bi mii da dai Idm chdm tr ddo ddm ra che
khuad't. Cr nhw l1a dang ket gitra hai birc twong vay. Nhé nhirng gi da trong
thay khi leo ra tang da to bén trén viing nwdc, John gitv cho thuyén di that
sat vach phia Bong, Titty cam cheéo chan day di khi da cé vé dé€n qua gan.
Néu ndy gio hai anh em ma chéo ki€u thwong thi 4t mdi chéo dd va vao d4
& ca hai bén thuyén roi. Ay vdy nhung Chim En vin lwét di ma song
thuyén khong va cham gi dwdi mat nwoc.

Cudi ciing thi nhitng tdn cAy xanh phia trwée cling g4n lai, va Chim En
an toan vao trong viing, ghéch miii thuyén 1&n bd vinh bé xiu, phia Béc
duwoc ciy cdi che chin, va cling khua't gié may nho nhitng vich da.

“Mot noi cyc ky,” thuyén vién 1€n ti€ng. “Em cho 1a m&y tram nam
tredc ¢6 ngwoi an than trén ddo nay, ci't thuyén trong day.”

“Cang nay hoan hao diy,” John bdo. “Tui minh thoi coi goi may dira
kia d€n nhé?”

Cau thdi coi to hét mirc. Cau x&p ngay ngin hai mai chéo vao ding chd,
roi cdm day neo nhdy 1én bo. Titty da 1én bo tw triedre, dang len 16i qua ddm
cly phi d€ dén gidp may dira con lai. Chiing c6 mat ngay 14p tic.

“Sao nao,” thuyén tredng John hoi, “cang nhw vay tha’y sao ha?”

“Lam sao ma khi cho thuy€n di qua tui minh lai chealng h€ nhin ra noi
nay nhi?” Susan thic mic.

“V1 déa ra ngoai xa qua ma.”

“Se chfmg ai tim tha@y thuy€n trong nay dau,” Susan noi.

“Va n€u ta bi ké thu ap dao thi ching ta cé thé tron ra day,” Titty bao.
“Pirng dau ciing khdng nhin tha’y, ngay ca trong dio. Pay la cang thich hop



chwa ai ting ¢4.”

“Tui minh ¢6 th€ budc day neo thuyén vao mdm cay cut kia,” thuyén
tredng John noi, “roi kéo diy tw dudi thuyén dén bui cy trén tang da kia
d€ gitr cho thuyén noi trén nwdc. Lam vdy hay hon kéo thuyén lwng chirng
Ién can nhiéu.”

“Em c6t lai nhé?”” Roger hoi.

John dwa day neo cho ciu bé.

“Anh vé da'u thap trén cay kia lam gi thé”?” Roger hoi.

“Da’u thap nao?” John hai.

“Céi nay ne.”

Gan trén chép gbc cdy cut, cao ching mét hai, 1a m6t chir thidp mau
tring dwoc son vé 1én mé gan mit nwde nha't. DAu nay dwoc son ddy ti
lau r'6i, d@ mo di, ma ca John v&i Titty déu khong d€ y thdy. Hai dia lo
nghi dén vach da hon 1a dén cay co1.

“Anh dau c6 v€ no ra da’y,” John bao. “Hin 13 d3 c6 tir tredre r6i.”

“Lai la thd dan chir gi,” Titty budn ba. “Thé ¢ nghia la c6 ké da biét
Ve céi cang nay.”

“Chij nghi d&y ciing 12 nhitng nguwdi da dip chd nhém Itra thdi,” Susan
noi.

Lic &y thuyén phé Susan swc nho minh cling dang nd'u an.

“Am nwéc chic dang sbi,” c6 bé that thanh. “Nudc trao 1am tit Iia
mat. V&i lai khi anh thdi coi thi em da ludc xong trirng r'6i da'y.”

Co bé bo chay veé trai.

M4y dira con lai ddy Chim En xudng cho dén khi thuyén ndi trén nudre.
Thuyén tredng John budc chat mot dau s¢i theng dw vao mau noi dudi
thuyén, con thuyén vién Titty thi leo Ién tang dd cung dau day con lai.
Roger gitr ddy neo thuyén. R6i John 1én bo. Titty kéo s¢i thing dudi
thuyén budc chit quanh bui thanh hwong tra moc trén tang da. Roger cuing
John cot day neo guanh mau gdc cdy c6 ddnh ddu chir thap tring, the 1a
thuyén Chim En nam gitra cang nhd nwdc cao ¢ mot mét, dau dudi dwoce
neo chit, t bé dwoc che chin.

Thuyén tredng John nhin con thuyén ctia minh ngoi ngoi ty hao.

“Anh khong tin ca th&” gii nay con ¢6 cang nao tdt hon vay,” cau noi.



“Gia khong c6 ai khac biét vé cang nay,” Titty bao.

R6i cd bon voi quay lai trai.

Trai lic nay da bit dau trong ra v trai 1dm roi. Hai mai Téu treo gitra
hai cdp cdy. Thuyén ph6 va thuyén vién s€ ngu trong mot tip, thuyén
tredng voi boi tau ngd trong tdp con lai. R6i ngoai khoang trdng dwdi tin
ciy 1 ngon Itta dang vui v& tf tich. Am nuéc da soi, dwoe dit trén mat da't
bdc hoi nghi ngit. Susan dang 1am chay modt mi€ng bo to trén chao ran.
Trong céi t6 canh c0 bé 1a sdu qua trieng sdng. Susan g6 trirng vao vanh c6c
de€ dap trirng vao trong td6. May vo trieng no lach tach trong dé6ng lira. Bon
cd’c nwde dang dirng thanh mot hang trén mat dat.

“HOm nay khong dung dia ri€éng,” thuyén ph6 Susan thong bédo. “Tui
minh dn chung mét dia 1on nhé.”

“Nhuwng da’y c¢6 phdi dia chung dau,” Roger cdi. “La chdo ran co ma.”

“Ha, tui minh ciing in trong d4’y ludn. Tring dinh vao dia kinh 1dm.”

Co bé gior da do tring sdng vao 1op bor xeéo xéo, r'oi quay trirng voi bo
sau khi da ric hi tiéu 1én, va bd that nhiéu mudi vao.

“Trieng dang von lai kia,” Titty vira néi vira cham chi quan sat. “Khi
trirng bat dau chin thanh 1&p mdng thi chi phai lién tuc cao khdi ddy chio
da’y. Em thdy bac Jackson lam vay.”

“Pang chin thanh 1op da’y,” Susan bao. “Nao, t&i cao 1én di.”

Co bé dit chdo rdn xudng dat, phat cho mdi ngweei mot thia. Thuyén
tredng, thuyén phé va thiy that doan Chim En ng'di bét quanh chao, bit dau
an ngay moén tring khud'y, dang néng hoi hoi, khi vira dn dwgec. Thuyén
phé Susan cit ra bdn 14t banh mi nau day su roi phét bo' 1én d€ dn vdi
tring. R'6i ¢6 bé rét ra bon cdc tra, A6 ddy stra trong chai vao. “Sé cé du
stra trong chai cho hdm nay,” me da ddn, “nhwng ngay mai me phai tim
cach 18y stra cho md’y dira tir ndng trai nao da’y gan hon la Holly Howe.”
R'6i con ¢c6 mdt & banh gao stra to twdng ma ca bon mang theo d€ chung
voi nhitng thir khac trong mét hop dung banh quy to. Hop nay ciing bién
thanh dia chung, nhw cdi chdo rdn vay. R6i con c6 bdn lat day banh ga to
nhan hat. R6i ca tao cho ca dam.
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pém divu tién treén dao

SAU khi da an sach trirng r'di banh gao stra r'oi banh mi den phét bo
roi banh ga t0 roi tdo, thuyén phé va thuyén vién lo rita chén. Thia mudng
can dwoc rira con chdo ran phai dwgc cao sach, ly c6¢c voi tdé dwoe trang
sach dudi h'6. Thuyén trirdng cung boi thu mang theo kinh vién vong, tim
12’y mdt noi thich hop trén viing da't cao bén trén khu dung trai & phia Bic
hon d3o, tai ddy hai dita c6 thé ndm dai trong mot hdm dd ma quan sit qua
nhtrng bui thach nam ma khdng bi ai trong thdy. Gan sét sau lwng hai cau la
ciy thong cao cao ma cd bon twng trong thd’y khi nhin ra hon dao ttr mom
Darien.

Thuyén trwéng John nim ngta ra trong bui thach nam, nhin 1én ngon
cay.

“Piing ra thi ta phdi cim co’ trén ngon cay kia,” ciu néi.

“Pé&lam gi ch?” Roger hdi.

“P¢ ching ta kéo co’ 1én d&’y 1am hi€u. Ti nhw Susan v&i Titty thi dang
& ddy mdt minh, con anh em ta di cdu dau dé...”

“Minh quén can cau ma't roi anh o1,” Roger thot 1€n.

“Ngay mai minh s€ di 18y,” John bdo. “Nhwng gia du nhw bon minh di
cAu ving nha, roi ddm thd dan quay lai, may ké da dip chd nhém Ia Ay,
roi khi nhin thdy co dwore kéo 1€n thi anh em minh biét c6 bién gi daYy, roi
minh quay lai gitip. V&i lai cdt co cling ¢6 the lam mot ngon hai dang htru
ich ntra. N&u c6 ai trong dam tyi minh boi thuyén veé ldc troi tdi, dira nao
con ¢ lai trén ddo cé the€ kéo den 1'6ng 1én, bi€n ciy nay thanh ngon hai
dang, d€ bon minh tim thady dao du cho troi ¢6 tdi d&€n mirc nao.”

“Nhung Susan hay Titty hay em déu khong the tréo 1én cay kia. Cay
chealng c6 canh nao chiara ca.”



Nhuw da s6” cac loai thong, cdy nay ciling tro trui khong canh tir dwdi da't
1én d&n chwng b6n nam mét dau.

“Néu anh ma leo 1én dwoe canh gan nha't thi anh sé trong diy thung
qua ddy cho hai dau day thong xudng da't. Nhw thé” thi khong ai can phai
leo 1am gi ntra. Ai cling ¢6 the cOt den vao dd'y ma kéo 1én. Mot dau day s€
cOt vao vong sit trén dén, con dau kia thi cot vao d& deén d€ ching ta kéo
1€n kéo xudng, gitr cho nd khdi dung dwa.”

“Tui minh ¢6 d0 day thung khong anh?” Roger hoi.

“Khong c6 loai i manh. DAy thung trén md neo thi day qud, con diy
dy phong thi lai khong dd dai. Ngay mai anh phai ki€m it day thung manh
moi dwge. Cling may ngay trwed'c khi bon minh t&i day 1a sinh nhat anh.
V&i ndm xu minh ¢6 th€ mua dwee ca khoi day thung.”

Pung luc &y thuyén ph6 Susan va thuyén vién Titty d€n nhap bon, ngoi
phich xudng gitra bui thach nam.

“Moi thit sdn sang cho dém nay roi,” Susan bdo, “trir may cdi giwong,
bao gio’ thd dan mang m&’y tdi rom dén bon em m&i soan giwong dworc.”

Titty nhéy\ dung 1én. “Cé thuyén dang dén kia. Roger o1, chic 12 em
ngh gét roi, bang khong em phai trong tha’y thuyén &y chi.”

“Em c6 ngu gt déu,” Roger céi. “Chi la dang khong nhin thoi. Néu
khong nhin thi ngwoi ta ciing ¢ th€ tinh nhw sdo nhwng lai chang tréng
thay gi &y ch.”

Thuyén trwedng John ngdi ddy, dwa kinh vién vong 1én mat.

“La thd' dan da’y,” cdu ndi, “bac &y cé dwa me theo ntra.”

“Pwa em kinh coi,” Titty bao. John dwa kinh cho con bé, con bé nhin
cham chu qua kinh vién vong.

“Me la thd dan ludn r'6i,” cudi cuing con bé bao.

“P€em coi voi,” Roger noi.

Cau gf chit kinh vao mét, chia diing huéng.

“Em c6 thdy gi dau. Td1 thui a.”

“Em d€ nip kinh che mit ngdm ma't roéi con dau,” Titty néi, con bé biét
trong tan vé kinh vién vong. “Vin di, roi nip s& mé ra.”

“Gio em thd’y roi,” Roger reo.



Nguwoi thd dan, that ra 1a bac Jackson & nong trai Holly Howe, dang
chéo thuyén di bing nhitng sdi cheo that dai that déu din. Tt xa trong cit
nhwr 12 mdt con nhén nwdc. Nhung qua kinh vién vong thi rd't d€ nhan ra
da’y 1a mot con thuyén, cing nhirng dong Iu Iu Ia tii rom va me dang ng6i
noi dudi thuyeén.

Roger cung Titty chuyén qua chuyén lai kinh vién vong khi con thuyén
ti€n d&n mdi lic mdt gan hon. Thuyén tredng cling thuyén phé di xudng
trai d&€ ki€ém cho chic moi thtt déu sin sang cho khich tham quan xem.
Thuyén tredng dat hop thi€c ctia minh, mdt hdp that to, ra sau [éu ngay
chinh gitra. C4u 187y tt trong da’y ra chi€c phong vii bi€u nho rbi treo 1én
chdt khéa phia trude hdp. Trong Téu ching con thi gi khdc nén trong rat
gon gang. Titty cung thuyén phé thi lam cho Téu minh trong gidng nhu &
nha hon. Ngay gitra Téu 1a may hop thié€c, trong chira thirc dn. May hop
nay tao thanh hai gh& ng6i. R'6i & hai bén [€u, noi s€ 1a hai giwong cda hai
dira, hai cd da trai chan ra va x€p dau chan lai. Vit dung nd'u bép dwoc x€p
gon ghé vao mot goéc, ngay bén trong Téu. Bén ngoai, trén s¢i thirng cing
[€u, I1a hai khan lau dang dwgc hong kh6. Thuyén tredng John nhin vao
trong I€u r'oi quay lai Téu minh, cling trdi chdn ciia minh v&i Roger gidng
hét nhw thé". Hai tAm chin chic chin da khién cho ciin Téu trong nhu the da
¢6 ngwoi sdng trong dé6 hon. Ma diu sao thi, khi tdi rom d&n roi thi ké
ching xu6ng dwdi chan cling chflng kho khén gi. Thuyén ph6 Susan cho
thém it canh kho vao dong Itra, d€ tao ra ngon Itra reo vui. R0i ¢6 ciu quay
lai voi hai dira kia.

“MAy thd dan kia sip d&n roi dd’y,” Titty thong bdo. “Bon minh c¢é nén
chi cho ho chd cang khong?”

“Khong,” thuyén tredng John ddp, “voi thd dan thi minh khong biét
tredre dwoe dau, ca véi nhitng ngudi than thién. Chiing ta sé gidu Chim En.
C6 phdi me di moét minh dau.”

“V&i lai ngeoi ta mang tdi rom dén,” Susan néi, “ma bai cap bén thi
gan trai. Mang tdi tr d4'y vao dé hon 1a phai di qua may bui rAm & dau
thap cua dao.”

Toan bo thily thii doan thuyén Chim En ding day chi sang hwéng Pong.
Mg, ntr thd dan ng6i noi dudi con thuyén cheo, ciing chi tay vé phia gitra
hon d4o va dat lién phia bo Pong, d€ ra hiéu ring me hi€u ca bon ¢ y gi.



Me néi gi ddy véi nguei the dan dang ¢cAm chéo, bac li€c ra sau vai, roi
kéo manh chéo bén trdi mot hai sai gi dd’y, doi hwdng con thuyén.

Ho dang di qua d4au hon ddo. Roger da chay xudng chd cip bén. Nhitng
ngudi con lai cta thuyén Chim En chay theo sat g6t va khi ngudi thd dan
cho thuyén vao bor, cd thiy thii doan da dirng trén bai, sdn sang gitip béc
thd dan kéo thuyén 1én.

“Ma céc con lam gi con thuyén r'oi the?” me hdi. “Chim En dau?”

“Goacalaximala,” Titty dap. “Nghia 1a bon con khong th€ néi cho me
bi€t vi me 1a tho dan... di nhién 1a thd dan hién roi a.”

“Buruduxululu,” me dép lai. “Nghia la me khong quan tim con thuyén
dang & dAu mién 1a n6 khong sao.”

“Thuyén dang & noi tuyét 1dm a,” thuyén treéng John néi.

“Con dich lai cho me nhé?” Titty nhe nhang héi.

“That ra thi,” nir thd dan ki€ém me dap, “tdi da hoc dwoc kha kha ti€ng
Anh khi trd chuyén v&i cac ban r'oi, nhueng ma tdi s€ wallacallawalla néu
cac ban muon to1 né1 nhw thé’.”

“Néu da biét ti€ng Anh r6i thi khong can dau a,” John bao.

“Pooc,” nir thd dan ddp. “Nghia la, dwoc roi. Gior tdi hy vong cac ban
s€ chi cho thd din chidng t6i xem trai cac ban chir, d€ chiing tdi gitp mang
ma’y tui rom 1én.”

Béc Jackson, bac nong dan & ndng trai Holly Howe, da do ca bon tii
rom trén thuyén xudng. Bac 1a mot thd dan ra't manh, ra't khde, bac vac
trén vai ba tii mét ldc. John va Susan mang tdi th tw. Roger cam tay ni
thd dan dit di con Titty dan duong 1én Téu.

“A, céac ban c6 khu trai dang yéu qua,” ntr thd dan bao.

“Thé& a?” Susan hdi. “Moi ba vao Téu nay nhé?”

N thd dan khom nguwoi di vao Téu. Bac Jackson thdy maYy tdi rom
xudng.

“Nao nao Roger,” John bdo, “ta di chuan bj Téu tred'c khi me vao nao.”

John ndm mdt d4u tdi rom. Roger ciling phu, hai cu cling nhau kéo tdi
thir nhat r'oi tdi nia vao trong Téu minh. Hai dira dit moi bén Téu mot ti,
vira dong vira lic cho d&n khi tii kha kh4 ph?ing roi pha tadm chan da gap
sin 1én trén. R'6i ca hai ndm xudng, mdi dira mot giwong.



Trong khi d&’y Susan cuing nir thd dan dang ké giwong cho I€u kia. Bac
Jackson da quay lai thuyeén.

Chd'c sau nir tho dan tho dau vao €u cua thuyén tredng.

“Hai dwra trong kha thoai mai trong nay da’y,” me bao, “nhung hai dira
s€ lam sao day khi troii t6i nao?”

“L¢ ra bon con phai mang theo hai dén dau,” John dép. “Con quén béng
ma't. Bon con chi ¢c6 mot cdi dén 1on cho ca trai thoi.”

“Me c6 mang sang cho bon con hai dén nén, mdi Téu mot dén, né€u céc
con hira 12 s& cah than khong 1am Téu hay cdc con bét Itta. Dau cho dén 1én
dau?”

“Oy ngay ngoai [€u kia a,” John dap.
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“Con phai c&t d4u chd nao an toan va céach that xa léu 1an Itra daYy.

Ping lic &y ngwoi thd dan manh khoe, bac Jackson, quay lai Téu cling
mot dot hang héa khéc twr thuyén.

“Céc ban ra day nao,” ntr thd dan bao. “Tdi s€ khong néan lai day dau, vi
bac Jackson phai quay tréd lai ndng trai cia bac &y. Nhwng cé nhiéu viéc
phai sip x&p 14m. Trdc hét 1a vé vu sira. Trén ddo clia cdc ban khdng c6
bo, cho nén cdc ban phai vao dat lién 137y sira. Toi dd sap x&p v&i nong trai
ding kia, trai Dixon, d& cdc ban 14y mot lit sita mdi sdng. N&u cic ban
mudn ¢ thém sira cho bira tdi, bac Dixon s& cho cdc ban 14y. Nhuwng mdi
buoi sang cac ban phai ch¢o thuyén dén da’y 18y stra. Cac ban c6 the€ nhin
thay b&n cua ho canh ciy s6i to. Cam on bac Jackson nhé.”

Bac thd dan to khde da dat xudng chi€c lan to mang tw thuyén lén.
Trong dA’y 1a can sira v&i lai nhiéu thit khac. Nt thd dan bat dau 137y cic
thr ra nhu thé ba dang moi tim qua trong 6 banh nwdng.

“Binh stra cho cédc ban nay,” ba bao, “nh¢ la ban ngay gitr cho stra thit
mat nhé. Tranh anh mat troi va nhé rira binh cho thét sach triedre khi mang
dén noéng trai 13y thém stra dd’y. V&i lai, cho ngay mai thi t6i ¢c6 dem banh
nhan thit ma hom nay bac gai Jackson nwdng cho cac ban day. Cac ban sé
chéng chan ngd’y in mdi thit bo hop...”

“Thit bo kho chi,” Titty chinh.

“Thit bo khd,” nr thd dan chtra lai. “Thé nén né€u la cac ban thi t6i sé
mo& hop thit bd kho chi khi khong con thir gi khac dn dwgc ma khdng can
nau thdi. Ma nay, Susan la b&€p tredng phai khong da’y?”



“Vang a,” thuyén tredng John dap.

“Thé t6i giao lwong thwe cho c6 &y vady. Banh nwdng day nay. Téi cling
c6 mang mot hdp ngii cdc dung lam dieém tdm. Khong can phai ndu chéo
cho budi sdng thi Susan ciing da ban ron 1dm roi.”

“Con thich nd'u an ma,” thuyén ph6 Susan noi.

“Né&u con cit thich ndu Ay, nghe 16i me ma bat may dira con lai rira
chén nhé,” ntr thd' dan bao.

Béac Jackson lai twr thuyén 1én, mang theo mot tdi 1om.

“Bac gai da rat t6t bung d€ cho cac ban dem gdi dén day,” nir thd dan
bao. “T6i bi€t cac ban c6 th€ ngti khdong can gbi, nhung gdi s€ tao ra khac
biét 1&n lao d&n ndi to6i cam doan d&n chinh Christopher Columbus ciing
luén mang theo gdi cia minh day.”

G0i duge 16i ra mang d&n moi Téu hai chiéc.

“Ba c6 trong thd’y tén cwdp bi€n cung con vet khdng a?” Titty vira chui
ra khoi Iéu vira hdi khi da ca't gd'i vao Téu.

“Cudp bi€n nao co?” nir thd dan hoi lai.

“K& & trén nha bé &y a. Bon chau nhin thd'y hin ma. V&i ci con vet
nwa.”

Béac Jackson bét cwoi. “Thé ra cac chdau goi 6ng ta la thé” da'y. Bac dam
cé la cac chiu goi dung roi1.”

“T6i c6 nhin thd'y nha be,” nir tho dan dap.

“La 6ng Turner thoi,” bac thd dan vam v& bdo. “Ong ta theong song
trén nha be vao mua he. Nam nay Ong ta cheamg cho ai bén mang dén gan
cd. Nam ngodi may dira nhd nha Blackett, 1a ddm chdu gdi cia Ong ta &
phia bén kia h'6 &y, quanh quan bén Ong ta ludén. Nhwng nam nay thi khong
nhé. Cai tay Turner &y, cir im im [am 1i thoi. Chzfmg al bi€t Ong ta lam gi
trong d4y, nhung ngudi ta bdo ring 6ng ta c6 mén gi ddy trong nha be
dang gia dén ca gia tai.”

“La kho bau ctia han chit 13 gi,” Titty bdo. “Chdu biét ngay han 12 tén
cuép bién da gidi nghé ma. TAt nhién hin s& khong cho phép ai d&n gan
kho bau dau.”

“Chéc bé Vicky doi tdi roi,” nit thd dan bdo, “nén tdi s& khong & lai v&i
cdc ban dwoc. Ma du sao chic cdc ban ciing khong mudn c¢é nhiéu thd dan



vay quanh dau nhi. Troii dang tdi dan kia, nén néu la cac ban thi toi s€ di
ngd so'm, vi mét troii budi sang s€ danh thire cac ban ddy da’y, ngay ca khi
chim chéc khong goi cac ban day.”

“Cam on dad mang d6 ra cho bon con a,” Susan n6i.

“Nha't [a may cai den aYy,” Titty néi thém.

“Pooc, dooc, dooc,” nir thd dian vira doym buwdc xudng bai cip thuyén
vira n6i. “Khong, t6i sé khong ng'6i udng tra gi dau, cam on nhé. Cac ban
da udng tra roi vai lai ngay ciing sdp hét. O,” ba néi thém, “cé chuyén nay
t0i quén ma't.” Ba chui vao Téu cua thuyén tredng roi twoi cwoi chui ra.
Poan, khi budc xudng thuyén ba bao voi John, “T6i s€ khong lién tuc dén
day lam phién céac ban dau...”

“Me, me¢ khong lam phién gi bon con dau ma,” John bao.

“Du sao thi t61 cting khong ra hoai dau, nhwng t61 yéu cau céac ban cho
toi bi€t tin hai ba ngay mot Ian gi dd’y - hodc thwong xuyén hon néu cac
ban mudn - ring moi chuyén déu &n. C4c ban sé& c¢an lwong thye ma, trong
khi thd' dan ching t6i thi khi nao cling ¢6 thé cung cap dwgrec hét. Vay thinh
thoang cac ban s€ ghé vé Holly Howe cht?”

“N€éu me mudn mai con s€ ghé,” John dap.

“U, me rat mudn biét dém dAu tién nhw thé ndo.”

“Me, me vira lam gi trong I€u con vay?”” John héi.

“Chut con vao thi bi€t ngay thoi.”

N thd dan buwdc xudng thuyén di dén ding dudi thuyén roi ngdi
xudng. Bac Jackson, cdi bac tho dan vam vo& &y, chong thuyén ra khéi bo,
quy bén canh mép thuyén khi con thuyén trdi ra. Tich tic bac did cam cip
cheéo ma cheo vao man dém.

“Tam biét, tam biét, chao me a,” thiy tha doan thuyén Chim En goi 16n.
“Chao bac Jackson.”

“Tun,” nr tho dan dép lai. “Nghia la tam biét va chdc ngu ngon.”

“Tun, tun,” cad ddm ho 1omn.

R6i ¢4 bon chay 1én dau hon ddo, dén chd quan sat dwdi ciy thong cao
cao ma vAy tay khi con thuyén ché thd dan chéo di vao 4nh chang vang.
Mai sau da’y khi khong con trong thd’y con thuyén nita, ca bon van con nhin
ra nhirng 16a sang lic mai ch¢o nha’c khoi mét nwdre. R6i sau khi chaalng con



nhin tha’y gi nira, ching vin nghe ra ti€ng chéo khua nwdc, mdi lic mot lim
xa dan.

“Bon minh nén di ngl tredc khi trdi t67 han thoi,” thuyén phé Susan
bao.

“Ntra ti€hg nira tit den,” thuyén trudng John ra 1énh.

“Nhung bon minh da thdp dén dau,” Roger thic mic.

“U chwa, nhung sip réi,” thuyén tredng John vira néi vira mé dén ra va
ddnh diém. Bén ngoai trori van con le 16i sang, du dwdi tan ciy thi khong
duwoc sang 14m, con trong Téu thi toi hui. John thdp den 1én mang vao Téu dit
trén hop thi€c, cau dich hdp thi€c ra gitra [éu de€ tranh mdi nguy Ikra bén
vao may birc vach. R6i ciu chot nho ra nir thd dan da lam gi da’y trong Iéu
minh triedre khi ra vé. C4u nhin quanh xem day la gi. M6t manh gidy dwoc
ghim 1én vach Téu gén noi dau giwong cau. Trén manh gid’y cé ghi, “Néu
khong ngdc thi dau c6 chim.”

“B6 biét bon minh khdng ngé’c,” John ty nha.

Susan dédt den 1€n mot trong hai hop thiec. Co bé va Titty dang soan
givong cho dwoc ém.

Hai tdp Téu trong nhu hai ngon dén I'6ng bing gidy thit to dang tda
sang dudi cac tan cdy. M&’y hinh béng dang di chuyén bén trong day. Dém
dau tién thi ldc nao cling phai mat chit thoi gian mdi yén 6n thoai mai
dwore trén ma’y tui rom. R01 ti€ng ndi chuyén xi xao.

“On khong ha Titty?”

“On a thwa s€p.”

“Con thing bé boi thu sao roi?”

“On, cau thuyén phé a. Sin sang tit dén chuwa?”

“R6i.”

“Tét den!”

Hai ngon dén dwoc thoi tit va hai tdp Téu tring bién thanh mot phan
ctia bong tdi. Gio thi khdng con anh sang nitra, chi con anh tro am i cla
domng Itra trai. “Ngu ngon! Ngu ngon! Ngi ngon!” Lic nay chaalng con ti€ng
dong ndo ngoai tieng séng nuwdc vd trén bo d4. Chéng bao 1au sau vi thuyén
tredng, thuyén phd, thuyén vién cung b6i tau d€u da chim sau vao giac
ngu.






[
Cudc song trén dio

"OM sau chon ron 1dm. Ngay bit d4u tr sém. Anh nfng chiéu vao Téu
d4nh thirc ngudi ta con hon ca ning chiéu vao phong. Titty thirc ddy dau
tién r'oi nim mé mét ngdm nhirng mang ning va béng rAm nhdy nhdét trén
may vach léu tring khi miit troi roi qua céc ngon cdy ve vay. R6i con bé bo
dén cira Téu tho dAu ra ngoai, hit ha thir khong khi ban mai 4m wdt va ldng
nghe ti€ng 14 ciy xao xac cing ti€ng séng vo lin tin vao bo ddo. R6i nd
nghe thdy ti€ng ndi chuyén t [éu bén kia. Bén d6 cling da day r'éi. “John
oi.” “U.” “Bon minh dang & trén ddo.” “Cht sao nira. Em khong biét a?”
“Phai day hin em m&i biét.”

“Chao,” Titty goi. “Chao budi sang.”

“Chao budi sang.” “Chao budi sang.”

John va Roger chui ra ctra [€u.

“Susan dau?” Roger hoi.

Con ngu.

“Khong, dau cé dau,” Susan vira ddp vwa lan khoi tdi rom ma dui dui
mét. “MAaYy gio roi vay? Téi gior di 18y sira chwa?”

John bién vao trong Téu d€ xem d6ng h'6 deo tay, bay gio d6ng h'é phai
dwoc goi la ddng h'é6 bA'm gio’ vi John 1a thuyén tredng.

“Bay gior kém ba phiit,” cdu néi. Cau tung nghi doi sang gio’ hang hai,
nhung ciu phai mat doi phiit m&i ddm chéc 1a may gio.

“Khong biét ngwoi ta da vat sira chua nira,” Susan bin khon.

“Anh s€ cheo thuyén di 187y stra,” John bao.

“Cho ti,” Susan goi. “L'an nay cd dam cung di di. P& td't ca déu biét
dwong va nguoi ta bi€t hét mat tui minh, r6i hém khéc thi bat ky ai trong
dam cling di 187y stra dwoc.”



Ca bon rira ray thay quéan do qua loa doi chit tai bén, cling khong reom
ra gi, chi 1a rira mat, rira tay, danh rang. R'6i cd bon len qua 167 bui ram dén
cang khua't tai dau Nam ctia dao. Thuyén cua ching kia, dwgc neo nhw lic
cd bon b lai day. Hai van ngang van con dam swong, dit cho ¢6 dnh ning
ban mai, ca bon dung khan tay lau kho r'oi ng6i xuéng. Ching chéo dwa
thuyén ra khoi rang d4, givong tfm budm nau am wot 1én roi dong thuyén
qua bai c4p bén canh ciy s6i. P&én diy thi ca bon kéo miii thuyén Chim En
1&n hén trén bo va cOt diy neo quanh tdng da to. Poan ma’y anh em cung di
bd dén ndng trai Dixon.

Nong trai Dixon khéng xa h'¢ nwdc 1la ma’y, cling giong nhw nong trai
Holly Howe, an minh gitra nhirng cdy mén trén dinh mot d6ng cd mudt
xanh thoai thodi. Ca bon khong bi€t phai giai thich thé" nao vEé viéc chiing la
thuyén tredng cung thily thd doan cta thuyén Chim En, nhung bic géi
Dixon da d& loii gitm cho, vi ngay 1ap tirc bac néi, “Ma’y cd ciu dén 18y
stra chir gi. Bac thy c6 ciu c6 sin binh diy roi. Ngudi ta dang vit sira
day.” Bdc gdi mang binh di roi quay lai v&i binh day stta méi vit Am Am li
ti bot. “Stra day nay,” bac bdo, “v&i lai cac cd cdu nhd nhé, néu can thir gi
khac thi dung c6 ngai dén diy hoi.” Bac trai Dixon buwdc vao khi ca bon
con dang & dd’y, mot bac néng dan dong dong 6m tong. “Thoi ti€t dep qua
nhi,” bac ta bao, nhwng khong dwng lai cho’ cau tra 1oi.

M4y anh em chéo thuyén tr¢ lai, TAn nay la vé bai cdp bén chir khong
vao cang. “Gio tw hu’O’ng Tay Béc,” thuyén trudng John bio, “bén d6 dwoc
chén hin gi6 huéng nay.” R'di dén viéc nhém Ika va chudh bj bira &n sdng.
Thuyén ph6 Susan lanh trach nhiém nay, nhwng ma’y dira con lai déi meo
hét r6i khong mudn di xa ddng Itva khi btra dn sang dang dwgrc chuan bi.
R6i dén Iiic in sdng. R6i ca bon lai di khip ddo, nhung khong phat hién
thém dwoc gi. R01, trong khi thuyén ph6 Susan va thuyén vién Titty dang
tat bat tai khu trai, thuyén tredng cung boi tau di thuyén mang thuw veé
Holly Howe. Thu chi g6m mot birc, ra't ngén gon, nhwng mai dén khi moi
ngu’0’1 sip stra dong thuyen di thi Titty m&i nghi dén chuyén viét. Nhung
dit ngén 13 th¢, hin con bé cling khong c6 thoi gian viét n€u khong vi sau
btra di€m tdm gié bdng tré manh hon nén thuyén treédng John quyét dinh
cudn mép budm. Trong lic ciu giang gidi cach lam cho Roger thi Titty viét
thw. Thue the nay:



“Me yéu dau,
Ching con xin gri d&€n me tinh yéu cua ching con tr hoang déo va hy vong me
van khoe manh. Ching con ciing khoe.

Con yéu cuia me,

Thuye€n vién Titty.”

“Nhung me méi & diy ngay hom qua th6i ma,” thuyén tredng John
noi, “nén hom nay me khong céan thw dau.”

“H4, em cw viét day,” Titty noi.

Th¢ 12 thuyén Chim En mang theo thw dong budm tién vé Holly Howe.

Gi6 thoi ra't cang khi€n con thuyén phai chat vt lao di, trong tranh dén
mirc nwdc suyt tran qua man thuyén, thuyén va ddp vao nhitng con séng
nhd 1am bin nwrdc tung tée pha bui nwrdec m wdt khilp nguwdi thuyén truedng
va bdi tau. Vi gi6 tir hwdng Ty Béc, hai anh em phai dwa thuyén di ngwoc
gi6 bing qua h'o vé nong trai Holly Howe. Con thuyén Chim En bé nhd
chay bdng bing tir bén ndy h'6 sang bén kia h'0 roi quay lai, cudi mdi dot
chay vit lai tr& budm khién mai budm niu rung 1én rdi phan phit, nim
lang khi budm no gié, vung dady khi tdng t6c r6i mot Tan ntra chay bang
bing qua mit séng vo.

Trong mot [an chao thuyén John dwa thuyén thrflng vao vinh Nha Be,
g4an can nha be, roi quay tré ra. Hai anh em cho thuyén di qua nha be roi
ma&i trd budm nén dwgc quan sat ky nd. Tén cudp bién cua Titty dang ng'6i
nol boong sau, dwo'c khoang buong 1ai cung mai bat che gi6. Hai anh em
cho thuyén t&i gan hon dudi dudi nha be va trong tha'y tén cudp bi€n ngoi
trén gh€” hién, vi€t viet gi ddy trén dau gdi. Con vet xanh le ddu trén lan
can nhin xudng thuyén Chim En, gié lia mé 16ng xanh trén leng né. Tén
cudp bién gidi nghé trong khoanh khic dwa mét nhin 1én khi hai anh em di
ngang qua, roi lai cii xudng ti€p tuc vi€c clia minh.
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“Ong dang 1am gi th& nhi?” Roger héi.

“Con vet ha?” John héi lai.

“Khong, tén cwdp bién kia.”

“Chéc 1a dang v& so' @6 kho bdu gi da’y. Coi chitng nhé. Anh tré budm
day.”

Thuyén Chim En ngodt ra khdi vinh, di ngang man phia Bic cfia chiéc
phao to twdng ma nha bé neo vao. Canh budm nau che cin nha b¢ khud't
fAm mét John va Roger cho d&n khi hai ciu bé di qua gan hét tim phao.
Tuy vy, chi trong mot khodnh khic thoi, hai anh em dwoc nhin rd phan
mili nha be, va ching trong thdy mdt thtr khi€n con tau xanh cii ky dwoce
bi€n thanh nha be kia trong c6 vé day tinh cwdp bi€n hon bao gio’ hét.

Roger trong thdy trede. John thi dang ban ¢am 1di nén khong thay gi
nhi€u ngoai canh budm nau, phai gitr cho n6 cang gié nhu’ng khong dwgrc
qua day, cdu ciing dang mai nghi d&n chuyén gi cho gi6 nim bén phai ma
voi mii minh nén chang nghi thém dwoc gi khdc khi doi mét t&i truede.
Thuyén Chim En dang lao di ra't nhanh nén hai ciu bé chi nhin thay thir Ay
trong mot thodng. Nhuwng khong thé€ nghi ngo dwore thi y 1a gi.

“Ong c6 khél than cong,” Roger reo. “Kia kia, nhin kia!”

Trén boong triedc clia can nha be, phia bén man phai, miii sing tron tron
bdéng lodang tho ra bén trén van san son xanh, mt khau than co6ng nho nho
bang dong dwoc dinh sdng béng. C6 18 khau sting nay ting c6 thdi duwoc
dung d€ phat 1énh xuét phat cho cac cudc dua thuyén. Con gio’ thi né dirng
kia, trén bé sting bing g6, sdn sang xung tran. Ngay c v&i thuyén truedng
John thi d4y ciing 13 bang chitng cho thay cin nha bé nay con hon ca mot
ciin nha beé thong thwdng. Khal than cong bang dong va con vet xanh.

“Ch4c Titty néi ding r'éi,” thuyén truedng John bio.

Cau li€c qua vai xem con c6 khau sing nao bén man trai hay khong.
Néu ¢6 thi moi viéc rd muwoi muoi roi. Nhwng khong, chfmg cO sing nao
ntta. Tuy vAy, sting vAn 1a sting va nhitng con thuyén khong ¢4 bi mat thi
thwong chfmg mang theo tham chi 1a mot khau.

Roger dd him hd mudn ban tin ti€p vé khau than cong roi. Nhung
thuyén tredng John thi khong. Ta khong the ban tan chuyén gi khac khi
dang 14i thuyén nhd nguwoc con gié dir va ta khong th€ ling nghe nguoi
khac dang n6i v&i minh. Ta phéi trong ching nhirng mang t6i mau trén mat



nwdc mach bao ta biét ring mot dot gié bung dir doi hon dang dén gén, ta
phai chuah bj s&n sang bat ctr lic nao d& ndi day 1éo hodc 14i gan xudi theo
chiéu gié. Vay la dan da Roger phai thdi khdng ndi ntra.

Cudi cung hai cdu nhéc bang qua médm Darien dé€n vinh Holly Howe.
Hai anh em budc chit ddy neo vao cdi vong trén ciu thu bang d4 canh nha
thuyén roi ha budm xud6ng. R61 chung di bd ngwoc canh dong 1€n ndng
trai. M&i ba ngay tredre thdi, Roger dang gia bd minh 1a con thuyén budm,
da cho thuyén di dich dic ngwoc gié qua canh d'dong thi thd'y me dirng
ngoai cong nong trai Holly Howe v&i birc dién tin trong tay, birc dién da
cho phép may anh em dworce ty do thda sirc di tham hi€m. Con gior ciu bé
khdng c¢an phai chay dich dic. Khong cin phdi vor 1am thuyén buom. N6 da
la b6i tau thyce thuy trén thuyén r'oi, dang 1én bo di cong chuyén voi thuyén
tredng. Tte hom qua 167 di bdng canh d6ng cing cong dan vao ring dén
mom Darien cung nong trang tai Holly Howe déu da tré thanh x la. T4t
thay déu la hodc la huo vi gio day ta di d&n d6 bang dwong thily tir hon dao
cta riéng ta. Nhirng noi chdn nay khéng con nhw da ting khi ta con song &
dé va nhin thay hon ddo xa xa ngoai khoi kia. V€ lai nhirng noi nay thi
cling gan gidng nhu mdt chuyén tham hi€m vay. Gidng nhw di kham pha
mot noi ta teng trong thd’y trong mo, noi ma moi thir giéng hét nhw ta
twdng nhung lai van ba't ngo:.

Cam gidc buoc thfmg qua ctra ndng trang Holly Howe qua 1a la lung.
John chung nhw d@ muén dung lai go ctra. Bén trong nha, moi thir déu
gidng nhw trerd'c nay. Me dang ngdi bén ban viét thw cho b Vi em ngoi
dan trén ghé& banh. Vicky 4 dang choi trén san cling con ctru bing len c6 céi
mui mau den.

“Chao con,” me ngudc 1én, “cac con nga ngon khong?”

“Ngon 1dm me a,” John dédp, “v&i lai bon con ciing khong diy sém nhw
me bao dau. It nhat 1a khong sém dén thé.”

“MAay con 18y stra & ndng trai on ca chr?”

“Vang a.”

“Con thich ngwoi thd dan & trai &y,” Roger néi vao.

“Me ciing thich,” me bao, “khi me gap bac &y hom qua.”

Vi em dwong nhw khong cdm nhin dwoc rang minh dang néi chuyén
voi céc thdy tha tor mién da't khac dén. “P6 1a may dira chwa bi cdm lanh



dau,” bac bao. “Khoéng c6 may dira m&i that thr tha lam sao. Ma cau chad
Roger, néi xem nao, cdu cé nh& la phai danh rang khong da’y? Vi khong ¢6
x€p theo cdc danh rang cho cdu roi.”

“Chau dung nguyén céai h'o a,” Roger dap.

“Bon con ¢6 mang thw vé nay,” John bao. “Thw cua Titty.”

Cau 18y phong thu trong tdi ra, m¢ m@ thw ra doc. “Me phai h'6i am thw
nay thoi.”

“Bon con dén 128y hang,” thuyén triedng John ndi. “Bon con quén céan
cau.”

“A dwong nhién bon con phai c6 ¢an cdu r'6i,” me néi. “Vé&i ca quian 4o
tdm nira. Quan 4o dwoc dem phoi cho khd hdm qua khi cdc con di ma dén
sang nay me m¢&i d€'y thd’y. Cdc con chwa boi ngoai dao phai khéng?”

“Sang nay thi khong a,” John dap.

“Mai tui con s€ boi,” Roger bao.

“Thé& nhd chon chd nio nuwdc trong khong ¢6 rong da’y nhé,” me din,
“va nhd dung d&€ Roger di ra chd hut chan.”

“Cho dén khi con bi€t boi thdi,” Roger néi. “Con gan bot dugre roi.”

“Cho d&n khi con biét boii sap 14n boi ngtra. Khi nao boi dwgre nhw the
thi con s& On thdi. Nhung cd khi d&y t6t hon con nén boi chd nao vira tAm
cho d&n khi con chéc chin minh c6 the boi dwong dai. Nao, hai dira di 18y
d6 cau di, d€ me viét thw cho cic con mang vE.”

Hai anh em clung nhau x&p d6 di cau. Ching thdo bdn can cau ra bo
mdi ¢An vao mdt tdi riéng. Phao ciu cd cung lwdi va cudn diy cau dugce bd
vao hop thiéc 16n. Trong khi d6 vid em gom quian 4o tim vao thanh mot dm,
cht lai trong khin 16ng. R'6i me budc ra cung hai birc thw, mot cho Titty,
thu rang, “Moi ngudi & nha gt 1o thim, cdm on 14 thw dé thwong clia con
nhé”’; va mot cho Susan, dan ¢6 bé phai hdi bac Dixon cho it xa lach, vi né€u
ca bon tinh s6ng qua ngay ma khong an rau xanh thi thuy tha doan s€ bi
thi€u vitamin C. Me ciling dwa cho hai anh em mét tdi Ion ddy dau bi. “Béo
Susan chi viéc ludc dau voi it mudi, roi bd mdt it bor vao.” Me ciing dwa
thém mot hdp 1én banh quy s6 ¢d la. “Me biét cd thuyén pho cha cac con
khong lam dwoe mén trang miéng, nén thir nay s€ gidp ich.” Thuyén
tredng cling cdu bdi tau chay lai vao nha d€ chao tw biét vi em voi Vicky,
r'oi me di cing hai cdu xudng cau tau, mang gidp cac thi.



“Sang nay gié hoi manh hon ti,” me bao khi moi ngwoi bang qua dong.

“Bon con da cudn budm rodi a,” Roger noi.

“That a?”

“Con da phu daYy.”

“Con cdt ddy moéc nao xuéng tredc nao?” me hoi.

“Cai day gan cot budm chinh nhi't a,” Roger dap, “roi toi cai & cudi
sao cang budm, con sau chot 1a di€ém cuén mép budm & chinh gitra canh
budom.”

“Con day nao con phai n&i ra dau tién khi con tung mép budm ra nao?”

“Pi€m cudn mép budm dau ti€n,” Roger dap, “roi dén diy & cudi sao
cang buom, roi dén s¢i canh ¢dt budm chinh.”

“Pung roi ddy,” me néi. “Thay thd doan cta con khéng c6 ai ngdc
nhi.”

Ho chit hang xudng, cang buom Ién, va chflng may chdc da cho
thuyén ra khéi vinh.

“Tén cwdp bién trén nha bé c6 sing than cong me o1,” Roger ndi lon
khi hai anh em cho thuyén di. N6 da quén béng chuyén nay khi ¢ trén dat
lién.

“Vay sao?” me goi 1on lai. “Thoi, chao nhé, cac thiy tha.”

L'an ndy, c6 gi6 thGi cudi dudi thuyén, rat xudi, nén thuyén Chim En
bang pham pham ra ddo, dwong ré nwdc sti bot ngédu sau dudi. Hai anh em
cho thuyén di thflng cach xa vinh Nha Beé. Vi & qud xa nén ching khong
nhin thdy gi nhiéu, nhung cling thd'y dworc ngwoi dan Ong trén can nha be
ding day ti nguoi trén thanh lan can bao quanh boong sau ma nhin ching
qua cap 6ng nhom. Lat sau ching da bang qua doi da't phia man Nam cua
vinh, va cin nha bé ma't dang dang sau.

Chfmg ma’y chdc hai anh em da ti€n dé€n gan ddo, va ciing gidng nhu
cam giac Holly Howe tré nén xa la, hon dao gio’ sao cling than quen. That
hanh phic biét bao khi thd'y ddo tié€n d&€n mdi ldc mot gan, khi nghi dén
may tip T€u cung khu trai, khi trong thdy khéi cudn bdc 1én trén nhing
ngon ciy ma biét rang khéi da’y tir b&p Ita clia thuyén phé.

“Chéic gan t&i gior in trea r'oi,” Roger néi.



“Béanh nwdng nhan thit,” John reo. “A, c6 thuyén vién dang dirng canh
gac kia.” Titty dang ding dwdi ciy thong cao trén Tram Quan sat. Con bé
vay vay tay roi bién mat.

“Chij di bao v&i Susan 1a bon minh vé tdi,” Roger bao.

Sang dén gio’ thuyén phé cung thuyén vién trén ddo da ra't ta't bat. Hai
cd nhd da dip dworc cdi ciu tau be bé bang d4 tang to d&€ bude 1én khi can
phai mic it nwde sach dwdi h6. N6 cling vo cung htru dung d€ riva bat dia.
Hai co6 con got xong khoai va da ludc that lau, dung nia choc choc vao
khoai d€ ki€m tra xem chin chwa, cho d&€n khi khoai ci nao ci ndy déu
trong nhu miéng bot bién. R'6i ¢d thuyén phé cit ra mot ch'ong 16n banh mi
v&i bo. Bira dn da sin sang, Titty chay xudng dén thuyén Chim En duwdi
bén.

“C6 thw cho chi nay,” Roger gao twdng, “thw cho Susan ntra, voi lai tén
cudp bién ciia chi ¢6 sting than cong nhé. Bon em chinh mét thay.”

“Théan cong that 4 ha?” Titty hoi.

“U,” thuyén trudng John dap.

“Em biét ngay hén 1a cwdp bi€n ma,” Titty néi.

Titty mang quéan 4o tim lén trai, Roger bé dong can ciu. John bung
may hdp banh quy va tii dau bi. Vai phit sau cd bon nha tham hiém da
chén sach banh nudng nhan thit. Bidnh ngudi ngit, nhung khoai tdy thi néng
hoi 1am ca bon phai chwra lai. Khong ai an dwore khoai nhanh nhw an banh
ndng ngudi ngit kia. The 1a khoai bi chira lai 1am mén thit hai. Tdo vdi
banh quy lam mo6n trang miéng.

Susan doc thw. “Me bao em phéi cho moi ngwoi dn nhi€u rau voi dau
cdc thit, bang khong moi ngwdi sé thi€u vitamin C. Vitamin C 13 sa0?”

“Thay thd chét nhw ra vi chirng &y day,” Titty dap.

“Bon minh s€ an d4u vao btra khuya,” Susan bao. “Em v&i Roger phai
bét tay vao 16t vo di thdi.”

Hai dira 16t dwoc nira chao ddu trong khi thuyén pho rira chén sau btra

v

an.

Gi0 lai tré nhe, nén John di xudng chd Chim En, tha mép budm ra. R61
maYy anh em day thuyén xudng nwdc, cho thuyén di xa ddo vé phia man
Nam, & d6 h'6 trdi rong ra roi thu hep lai. Xa xa kia, ching c6 the thdy lan
hoi tte mot chi€c tau thiy phia cu6i h'6.



“Chéc noi d6 ciing c6 cang, nhw 13 cadng & Rio 4y nhi,” Titty mo’ mang,
“con khu da't Iién quanh da’y thi nhan nhan bon moi.”

“Chéic phai mat hang nim troi nita bon minh mé&i ¢6 thé di khéip noi,”
Roger bao.

“Bon minh s€ tir v€ ra ban @0 riéng,” John bao, “roi mdi ndm minh s&
vé vao da’y ving minh da tham hi€m cho dén khi bon minh bié€t hét.”

Bon nhd thay phién nhau 14i Chim En. TAt nhién Susan 12 tay 14i ctr gan
co’ thuyén tredng John vay. Thuyén vién Titty hoc hoi rat nhanh, r'oi ca
bon con chwa vé dén bo thi bdi tau Roger ciing dwoe phép cam léi, du la
John ng'di k& bén cau bé sin sang can thiép néu c6 chuyén khong hay.

Chinh 1a khi ca bon quay thuyén vé bo thi ching phat hién ra mot hon
dao khac. Trén h'd nay c6 ca khdi ddo, nhwng hon dao nay la noi trede gior
ching chwa tirng d€' y tha'y, vi dao nay nhd xiu, roi lai gan sat dat lién nén
ching ctr twedng dd’y la doi da‘t thodi. Bay gior, khi & gan bo Tay cta ho,
dang di ngwoe gi6 vE nha, thi cd bon nhin thdy ving nwdc ngan cach ranh
ranh dat 1fén véi hon ddo. Pdo ndm & bo h'd phia Tay, khong hén 1a truc
dién v&i ddo cd bon dang cim ma hoi chéch 1én phia Bic mot ti. Ngay 1ap
tirc cd dam quyét dinh khéng vé nha ngay, ma cho thuyén di nguwoe h'o 1én
xa hon mot chit d€ ngdm nghia hon ddo md&i nay.

“Bon minh chay xuyén qua eo nwdc gitra ddo v&i bor di,” Titty dé nghi.

“Khong da chd dau,” John bao, “chay dich dic khong dworc. Bon minh
dw strc chay xuyén qua eo néu viing nudc Ay dd sau, nhung chic noi nay
toan da thoi. Anh s€ khong dong budm di xuyén qua dau. Ma bon minh sé
chay théng dé&n tan dio luon.”

Mot dot chay vat dai dwa ca bon vé dén dado cia ching, roi dot chay
vat ti€p theo dwa ching sang hon ddo ma ca bon m&i phat hién ra. Pao nhd
ti teo. Trén ddYy ch?ing cO gi ngoai da cudi cung thach nam va hai céi cay
ché&t kho. Mot trong hai ciy Ay da d6 rap. Ciy kia vin con dirng tror. Canh
nhdnh da s& da gay hét ca va trui khong cé cong 14 nao. Nhwng trén may
canh tro tryi &y thay vi 14 ciy la the gi d6 khac. Ba con chim den thui c&
dai dang d4u trén ma’y canh Yy. Titty quan st chiing qua kinh vién vong.

“Ma’y con chim kia ¢6 can cO cao su,” con bé bao.

“C6 thém con ntra kia,” Roger reo. “Md né ngam gi ay.”



Con chim thi tw tv dwdi h'd bay vut 1én, md ngdm mot con ca éng anh,
sang loang. N6 dau 1én mdt canh cay, roi ngira cd, nudt gon con ca. May
con chim khéac thi quat cd qua lai ngap oang oac.

“Chim gi &y nhi?” Roger hdi.

“Chim c6¢,” John dép.

“Khong hin dau,” Titty cai. “N&u th& chic bon minh dang g4n bo bién
Trung Hoa mat roi. Ngudi Trung Hoa bét chim cdc vé huan luyén chiing
bit c4 cho dA’y. Em c¢6 nhin thay hinh chim cd'c roi.”

Thuyén Chim En boi d&n gan hon, bon nhd nhin thd'y mdt trong nhirng
chi chim c¢6¢ bay sa xu6ng mat nwdce, ba con con lai bay theo sau. Ca bon
dé&m bon con chim trén méit nwdc. POt nhién chi con ba con. R6i con thir tw
lai tr'oi 1én. R'61 dén con khac bi€n mat. Thém con khac nira. R'61 mot con
ngoi 1én ngadm theo con ca va bay tr¢& lai canh cay trui la.

“Chiing dang bt c4 da’y,” Titty bdo, “dang bét tai chd kia.”

“Trén ban d'6 cuia ching ta, ching ta s€ goi ddo nay l1a dao Chim Co6¢
nhé,” thuyén tredng John bao.

Khi thuyén Chim En ti€n gan dén ddo hon, con chim dang dau trén ciy
vut bay di, qua 1a mét con chim to twdng 16ng den tuyén, dwedi md c¢6 kem
bon 16ng trang. Ba con chim con lai dang & dwdi nude cling voi boi di ma
chi c6 phan dau va ¢6 16 trén mat nwdc. R'6i dé€n lwgt bon nay cling tr'oi 1én
khoi nwd'c ma bay theo con chim déu tién.

“Bon minh Ién bo’ chir a?”” Roger hai.

“C6 gi dau, toan da khong a,” John dap.

“Tho6i minh quay v€ pha tra udng di,” thuyén pho dé nghi.

“Tré budm!” John goi 1&n, the 1a thuyén Chim En quay vong lai. Cau
tha day 1eo ra, vay 1a Chim En phim phim tién vé miii phia Nam hon déo
cta ca bon. Trong lic thuyén tredng John 1di xudi theo gié xuyén qua vach
da ven ngoai d€ vao ving nwdc quang, thi Susan ha budm xudng, roéi ca
bon khua chéo dwa Chim En vio cing neo tau an toan.

Sau btra t6i cad bon mang kinh vién vong 1én dai quan sét. Truedc khi
troi t01 om, cd bon vAn con nhin ra nhitng chd chim cd'c dau trén ciy & dao
Chim C&c. Nhwng néu khong tirng nhin thd’y 14 chim nay & cy ly gan thi
hin ca bon s& khong biét ddy 12 gi dau. Pam tré ndm daYy, 1én k& hoach nhw
the ching s€ song ca doi trén dao nay vay.



“Chac la bon minh s€ phai ban ha dé rirng lam thirc dn nhi,” thuyén
tredng John to’ twdng.

“Véan dé 1a c6 con dé ring nao dau,” Susan thyce t&.

“V&i lai bon minh dau ¢6 sting,” Roger dé&” thém.

“Phai r'6i,” John bdo, “ctr c6 sin thirc #n nwdc udng da thir thi swong
roi, nhat la c¢é ca banh quy ntra. Dan tham hi€m ai cling vay hét, nhung ma
phén 1on thire dn ho ki€m dwoe 1a nho di san va danh bat co. Ngay mai
ching ta s€ di cau c4, va s€ song dya vao sd cd bdt dwge thoi nhé.”

“Em wdc sao bon minh ¢é dwgre con chim c¢6c¢ da qua huan luyén,”
Titty noi.

“Chiing ta ¢6 can cau da’y thoi,” John bao.






2
Tiep tyc cudc song trén ddo

ANG hém sau toan bo thiy tha doan thuyén Chim En di tdm trudc

khi #n di€m tAm. Bii cp b&n c6 bii tim nho nhd trén man Pong hon ddo 12

noi tim 1y twéng. Noi &y c6 cdt, va dit ¢ d4 cudi day, nhung ciing khong

sic nhon nhu & chd khdc. V&i lai ving nwde cling khong dot ngot thut sau

xudng, nén khi Susan da di ra kha kha xa, con bé bdo Roger cling dwoc
phép tam.

Roger, nay gio’ phai dirng cho trén bor, nhao danh im xudng nwdce tung
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tée.

“Em nghich nwdc nhung cling phai boi nira ddy,” thuyén phé Susan ra
1€nh.

“Vang thua sép,” Roger ddp. Thiang nhd khom khom duwdi nwée ngéc
mdi cdi dau 1én. It ra nhw thé ciing ¢6 cam gidc gidng boi 18m 18m.

John v&i Susan thi boi, dau tién 1a boi di, sau r'0i boi VE.

Titty, bi mat thoi nhé, tap lam chim cdc.

Tro nay khong phai 1a chuyén ma né c6 th€ ctr néi tong toc cho John
véi Susan biét cho d&n chirng ndo ma né chic chin 1am dwoc. Cho nén né
ching néi ra. Nhung né da tha'y chd nudc can gan b kia c6 nhidu ¢4 long
tong 14m. Chéc 12 ra xa hon thi s& c6 c4 to hon chiing, nhwr con c4 1ii chim
cd¢c hom qua bit dwoc ay. Titty di quan sat ra't k§ 1ii chim kia. C4ch ching
bit c4 12 boi that ém rdi bat thinh linh 1in xudng nudc, go lung 1én, ép st
hai cdnh vao nhau, r'6i chii dau xuéng trwde. Titty cling tht, nhwng né
nghiém ra ring tr phi ding dén hai tay, bing khong né ching cach nao lin
dwoc xudng cd. Ma cho du c6 dung d&n ca tay thi né cling phai viung vy
tung tée mot h'6i trén mét nwdre ro6i méi 1an xudng dworc.

“Titty o1, chi dap dap chan 1én troii 1am gi vay?” Roger hdi sau mdt Ian
Titty tht 1an nhw vay. Pung qua con gi. Tw Titty cling bi€t 1a sau khi né hup



dau dudi nwdc mot hdi roi boi 18y boi d&€ xudng sau thi hai chan né van
con dap dap chong 1én trovi.

N6 di ra xa hon, d€ dén géan ca hon, roii xa Roger hon. Cudi cung né
cling phat hién ra dwoe chi€u quat tay d€ ma’y sai tay dwa né 1an xuéng sau
hon. N6 biét minh mé mét dé& thdi, nhung ciing biét c¢6 1am thé thi cling
chaalng khéc nao dang c& nhin vao mot man swong xanh I¢ 1¢. Cha tha’y con
ca nao trong ddy. L&y hét hoi hét sie Titty 1dn xudng cham day h'6. Cling
chaalng cé con cd nao. NO tr'oi 1én 18y hoi, r'oi 1an tdi 1an lui. Khong ich gi
cd. N6 nhit 18y hon séi dudi day h'd cho chic 12 minh di lin cham day, roi
vdi vang troi 1én, sic sua ngdp thd hét cd hoi. Thdi chic 1a vay roi. Pam cé
¢6 the nhin thd’y n6 dang ldn xudng, v&i lai chiing boi nhanh hon né. Ngoai
can cu ra thi khéng con cach nao ntra roi. Titty boi trd vao bo ¢cam theo
hon s0i.

“Chi c6 gi theé'kia?” Roger hoi.

“Hon da. Lay tw day 1én day.”

“Soi gi?”

“Chéc 12 ngoc trai. Bon minh choi trd tho' mod ngoc trai di.”

Chim c&c kia bj quén phét ngay, tay thuyén vién ciing thang bé boi tau
1ap tirc bi€n thanh tho 1dn mo ngoc trai.

“Pung cho Roger boi ra xa qua nhé,” thuyén phé goi. “Chi di coi ddng
Itra ra sao day.”

Ca John ciing da 1én bo, lic nay dang chéo thuyén qua méit may tho ldn
mo ngoc trai € di 127y stra.

“Hai dra lam gi vay?” cau héi lon.

“Ldn tim ngoc trai.”

“Pung choi 1du qua ddy. Khi anh mang stra vé thi dira nao chwa lau
ngwoi mac quén do s€ khong dwore an sang dau.”

“Vang thwa thuyén tredng,” Titty dap.

Roger dinh ddp “Vang thwa thuyén tredng,” nhung miéng dang & dudi
nwdc. N6 néi khong ra.

Roger ciing khong mé dwge mét duedi nwde gi hét, nhung ma cling
ving vay tung tée dwdi khodng chirng nira mét nude roi dwra tay md mim
nhat ngoc trai. Thuyén vién Titty thi boi loanh quanh dwéi ddy tim cho



dwoc nhitng vién sdi tring nha't. Toan ngoc trai to khong thoi, nhung cé ai
n€ ha gi ngoc trai to qua dau ma, nén cheatng bao lau sau hai thg mo ngoc
trai da d6n dwgc mdt ddng ngoc nga chau bau wdt lwdt thwedt 6ng dnh bén
mép nuwde. Chan nhat 12 dong d4 kia sau khi kho di - ma dudi ning mit
troi thi ching rdao nwdc rd't nhanh - thi khéng con 6ng anh, nén khéng the
dworc tinh 1a ngoc trai dwoc nwra.
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Tro ldn mo ngoc trai ch&m dit ngay khi cac tho 1an nhac thdy thuyén
tredng John tr néng trai Dixon boi thuyén vé. POt nhién nao la cudng
cudng bi bom 18i 1én b, ndo 14 14y khiin tdm, roi khi thuyén truedng John
chéo Chim En vio, thi thily thil doan cta ciu ta déu da lau rira kho rdo quian
4o té chinh ng'6i trén bor chor doii cd ddi roi. Ca khoi thie ¢An xach xudng,
hai & banh mi, hai bip xa lach that to, mot gid trieng v&i lai mdt binh stra
day, va mot hop thudc 14 be bé.

“Trong day c6 gi the”a?” Roger hdi.

“Giun,” thuyén tredng John dap.

“Tui minh di cau ha anh?”

“U,” thuyén tredng ddp. “Bac Dixon cho anh mé giun. Béc 4y bdo &
lung chirng tir ddy d&n bén d6 nha bac &y c6 nhiéu c4 16 1dm. Bic bdo bon
minh ding cd long tong s€ cau dwgrc nhiéu hon la dung giun, va dudi nwéc
ctr chd nao cé rong 1 s& tim dwgc card a.”

Pi€m tam loang cdi la xong, va trong lic thuyén phé Susan don dep,
may dra kia ding n'6i lam thau dyng m6i, d6 lwng nwdc vao ddy. R6i
ching di v&t cd long tong & chd can, dworc mot dong. Poan chiing d& cot
budm Chim En ra, bd lai trén bo clng sao, budm va chio, d€ trén thuyén
dwoc rong chd hon. Susan nhip bon, chuah bi s&n c4n ciu clia minh. R6i
chiing chéo tir ddo qua vinh phia dwdi ndng trai Dixon. B6i tau Roger ng'6i
& mdi thuyén, canh ching tim rong.

“Rong kia,” n6 la toang, vira khi thuyén vao trong vinh. “Nhiéu 1im.”
Hai bén thuyén Chim En ci bon déu thd'y nhitng dai rong xanh dai ngoang
dwoi nuwoc.

“Bon minh phai ding ngay ngoai mép dai rong, chd nwdc khong siu
14m 4%y. S&n sang neo chwa?”

Thuy€n phé Susan bdo b6i tau: “Pem neo ra mili thuy€n, khi chi bao
“Tha!’ thi tha n6 xudng ngay nhé.”

John chéo tirng sai mot, roi nhin xudng nwde, roi chéo thém sai nira.
“Cé ai nhin thdy ddy khong?”

“Em thay ne,” Roger dap.

“Puworc roi. Anh cling thdy, ¢ moc dudi ddy. Thé nghia la ¢6 cat. Va
g4n dam rong, chd nay 1a nhat.”

“Tha!” thuyén pho reo 1€n.



Roger tha neo. Thuyén Chim En hoi xoay di. Chdc sau dd c¢6 bdn phao
ciu do noi trén mit nwdre, hai phao mdi bén thuyén.

“Chi tha ciu sau chwng nao vy Susan?” Titty hoi.

“Sau gan hét day roi,” Susan dép.

“Em tha ¢6 chirng mot mét théi. Em nhin rd dwoe con long tong nay.”

“Vay khong dwgrc dau,” John bao. “Phai la cach day chirng mot phan ba
ta’c thoi. Kéo can 1én, anh day phao 1én cho.”

Phao trén cén cua Susan gidt trede tién. C6 bé gidt can 1én ngay, kéo
moc cau 1én ma chging co gi.

“Con ca dop mat tiéu mdi ctia em roéi,” Susan bao.

“Em giat cau som qua thoi,” John dap.

“Udc gi thuyén dung c6 xoay xoay vay nhi,” Titty néi. “Coi chirng dé
Roger, phao cia em suyt dung vao phao chi kia. R'6i em s€ giat ca phao cta
em 14an clia chi cho ma xem. DAy 161 hét vao nhau roi day nay.”

John gor ma’y day cau ra, nhwng sau khi gor xong, céu thady thuyeén lai
xoay theo hudng nguorc lai, d&n lwot day ciu clia cAu méc vao diy ciu cla
Susan theo cting mot kieu.

“Thé& nay khong dwore 1r'61,” cau bao. “Bon minh phai thd neo & ca hai
dau d¢€ con thuyén khong xoay dwoe. Cat hét can di! Kéo neo 1€n, Roger.
Chung ta s& 1én bor 18y mot ting d4 to. Con du nhiéu diy neo 14m.”

Thé 1a ca bon cheéo thuyén vao bor, budc mét tang da to vao déau kia day
neo. Poan chiing chéo ngwoc ra chd khidc khong xa 1dm. Roger tha neo, con
Susan thi ha tdng da xudng tr dudi thuyén. Lan nay Chim En nGi ngang
man tau hirng gié, ma khong xoay di teo nao. Nhuwng cd bon phdt hién ra
quang ciu ngay huwong dén gié cling khdng dwoe, bdi vi gid, du 1a ¢6 hay
hay ti chdt thodi, cling day hét phao xudng bén dwdi thuyén. Vay la ca bon
anh em tha cau & cung mdt phia. Vi thuyén khong xoay nén cling cha sao,
ca bon dtra nao cling rang coi chirng hét bdn phao mét ldc.

“Phao nao sé lén tredrc nhi?” Roger ban khodn.

“Cua chi,” Titty dap. “Pang giat roi kia.”

“Coi chirng kia John,” Susan kéu. “Phao ctia anh ma't dau roi.”

John quay nhin lai. Phao ctia cdu bi€n dau mat. Cau giat can. BDau muit
Cin cAu oan xudng r'oi nay 1én, kéo theo mdt con cé ré béo mong c6 viy dd



troi cung nhirng soc xanh lyc sam hai bén.

“Purorc mot chid r'6i nhé,” John vira néi vira méc thém con cé long tong
moi.

Sau daYy thi ching bit dwoc cé ro lién tuc, h&t con nay d€n con khac.
C6 lic ca ba phao déu giat cung mdt lic. Chang bao l1au sau da c6 mot dong
ca ro trong khoang thuyén.

Roger dang d&€m dém “12,13,14...”

“Phao ctia em dau ha Roger?” thuy€n phé hi.

“Nhin can cau cua em kia,” Titty bao.
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Roger nhdy dwng 1én chup gitr cdi can cau dang nay nay ctia minh, lic
ndy ban d€m cd né da bd can xudng. N6 cam nhan dwoc c6 cd noi dau day.
N6 vira kéo diy cau 1én thi nwdc noi xody 1om, roi ¢in ciu clia nd bdng
dung bi kéo xudng lai. Roger c¢& gitt chit hét sttc, cAn ciu cia né oin
xudng gan thanh mdt vong tron.

“Ca map! Ca map!” no la todng.

C6 gi d6 that to dang boi vong vong dwdi nwdc, siu that sdu, kéo qua
kéo lai can cau cua nd.

“Tha cho né giat hét cudn day di,” John bao, nhwng Roger c&d gitr chat.

Thinh linh mot con cd xanh réu 16m d&m, dai chung ca thwdce, lung den
bung tring, ndi tré 1én. N6 nhd cdi d4u to twdng 1én khdi miit nwdre, roi hd
cdi mém tring to dung ra, roi qudy minh. Mot con cé rd bé bé phéng vot
1€n khong trung. Can cau ctia Roger bung th:fmg 1én. Trong mot tich tic con
cd to kia nam gan sat mdt nwdce, nhin hau hdu vao thiy thd doan trén
thuyén Chim En dang nhin lai né. R6i, quiy dudi mot phdt l1am nuwdc bén
xody 1én, con c4 ma't tim. Roger kéo 1én con c4 ro6 bé. Chét ngic roi, hai
bén lwdon né in dd'u cin sau hodm tir ham ring to clia con cé ché.

“O’' moi ngudi,” Roger 1&n ti€ng, “moi ngwdi nghi xem tdm chd nay cé
thyc sy an toan khong vay?”

Sau vu da’y khong ai cau thém dwoc con cd r6 nao nra. Con ca ché da
1am c4 16 so’ di hét roi. Khi ¢ rd khong cin cau thi ngoai John ra chflng ai
mudn ti€p tuc tha cau. Cudi cung Susan bao cling da c¢6 du ca rd roi, va
né€u mudn an thi ddm cd da’y phai dwoe riea sach. Thé 1a ca bon kéo tang da
cung mo neo 1én, chéo thuyén tré lai dao.

Tro rta c4 m&i 1a cuc hinh. Thuyén phé ra tay, md bung c4 bing con
dao bén, moi hét rudt bén trong ra. Rudt ca dwore ddt trong dong Ira, Roger
mang tirng con ¢4 xudng chd neo thuyén ma rra dwdi h'o. Thuyén phé c6
strc cao vay vai con dau tién, nhung r'éi bd cudc ngay. Con bé chién ca da
nguyén vay cling bo, dau tién 12 ric that nhiéu mudi vao. Khi cd chin thi
phéan da v&i vady dé dang bong ra, ¢4 rd chin vang #n dwoc roi. Thuyén phéd
bao that 1a phi bor qua di, nhwng thuyén tredng cung thiy thi doan thi néi
chung d6 bo’ cling dang.

Chi€u xudng ca bon 14t nghiéng Chlm En lai. Ching 14y thanh dan ra,
kéo thuyén 1én hin trén be, lat thuyén nim nghiéng bén nay roi bén kia



trong khi chiing cao rira ddy thuyén, dit thuyén chang cin dwgc cao. Nhung
bi€t dau dwoe da’y. Bi€t dau thuyén bi bam day ha, hay quan day rong tao
dai ngodng xanh 1¢ thi sao. Ma thoi, thuyén thi phdi dwgc phoi nghiéng.
Nén Chim En dworc phoi thdi. R6i ca bon ha thuyeén, 14p thanh din vao,
dwng ¢t budm 1€n r'oi dwa thuyén vong qua cang.

Sau da’y thuyén phé bdo c¢an thém ciii, the 12 cd bau doan bét tay vao
nhit clii g6 dat chic nui tir ngoai bd ddo vao, roi chat thanh dong trong
trai, gan voi dong chti dugc d€ lai ddy te tredc. Xong xudi cd bon mét
nhoai, cung di Ién tram quan sat d€ theo doi thuyén be¢ trén h0, va thoa
thudn vé ma'y céi tén cho hét ma’y chd trén ddo. Nao 1a Tram Quan sit, tit
nhién r6i, bén dwdi cdi ciy cao. R'6i dén Bai Cap bén, Cang, Bo Tay, r'oi
Trai. R6i dén nhirng noi te ddo nhin sang. Nao la Darien, vinh Nha Be,
vinh Dixon (cdi tén nay sau bi bo di, thay vao dd’y la t€n vinh Ca Map dat
theo tén con cé to twdng cia Roger), roi ddo Chim Cdc. Xa xa vé phia
Nam kia 12 Nam Cuyc. Xa thit xa vé phia Bic vueot qua cd Rio 1a Bic Cuec.
Con vEé hon ddo nay, ca bon lai khong tim dwgc t€n chung. Ching nghi dén
tén ddo Chim En, ddo Walker, dio Pai Thu, nhwng lai bin khodn vé chd do't
Itra ma ca bon tim thdYy, va dang dung, cling v&i chdng cii sip ngay ngén,
ma chflng hiéu sao ching lai khong thich dung dén. Bi€t dau hon ddo nay
da ¢6 mot céi tén hay ho nao d6 roi. My chd nhw 12 Darien hay Rio thi
khong néi lam gi, nhung con véi hon dio nay, ching cam thay rang chuyén
ddo da co tén r'oi ra't 1a quan trong.

Vira tranh luin chiing vira chuyén nhau cdy kinh vién vong d€ quan sat
thuyén be trén h'6. C6 may con tau hoi nwdce 16n chay xudi chay ngwoc.
Mot chiéc chay qua, cd bon nhin theo lan séng lan tda trén mit nwde va
ling nghe ti&ng séng vd vao bor. R6i xudng mdy. R'di c6 nguwdi di cau trén
may con thuyén ch¢o. Cling ¢6 ca du thuyén ntra, nhung khdng nhiéu.
Nhwng td't cad nhirng tau be, tau hoi nwde, xudng, du thuyén, thdm chi ma’y
thuyén cheéo kia, déu 16 hon Chim En hét, ma lai déu bj giang xudng lam
thuyén cuia tho dan. Mai d&€n ngay thir ba sdng trén ddo thi cd bon mdi thay
mot con thuyén khac cung c& thuyén bon ching, dang tir xa tdn sau mom
Darien ngwore gi6 ti€n vao, va bi€n ma't vao vinh Nha Be.
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KHOANG muoi mot gio' sang ngay thir ba, ca bon dira thiy thu doan
dang & tram quan st ngay mili phia Bic hon ddo. Thuyén phé dang dom
lai nit chi€c do bdi tau, va vi cdu boi tau van dang mic cdi 4o trén nguoi
nén viéc dom niit khé 1dm thay. Thuyén trudng dang lu bu v&i soi day, thi
thit git may ki€u theo cudn Cdm nang thiiy thii. Thuyén vién Titty dang
ndm s&p trong bui thach nam, thi thodng ngé vao kinh trdng sang miii da't
ram rap cdy c6i che khua't vinh Nha Bé clung cdi nha bé cia tén cwdp bién
da rira tay gac ki€m.

“No van con trong da’y,” con bé 1én tiéng.

Mot ti€ng doang inh tai va bum khéi bdc 1én tw miii da't ram rap. Ca
bon dira nhdy dyng 1én.

“Chéc né dang ddnh nhau v&i tay cudp bién day,” Titty bao.

“Em da bdo Ong c6 stng than cong ma,” Roger vira néi vira van veo
trong tay thuyén pho.

“Bon minh sang ddy chi vién di,” Titty ru.

Piing ldc da'y mot chi€c thuyén budm nho nhd, c6 doc mot canh budm,
tr mili d&'t phéng ra. Thuyén nay to c& nhw Chim En thoi, khdc mot diéu 1a
budm mau tring chit khong phai nau vang. Con thuyén dang chay nguoc
ap sat vung gio thoi t hwong Tay Nam.

Chiéc thuyén nhd chay qua h'd vat theo man tréi, roi chuyén hudng va
gan nhu tryc chi dé€n dao.

“C6 hai dira con trai trén thuyén,” Titty thdng bdo.

“Con gdi chit,” John chinh, ciu dang ¢Am kinh vién vong.

Khi chiéc thuyén con con & phia bén kia h'0, thiy thi doan thuyén
Chim En khong nhin rd dwoc gi ca, nhung ching d€ mét sat sao dén con



thuyén, thay phién nhau dung kinh vién vong. PAy 12 mot chiéc thuyén
budm dwoc quét dau cé cay xi€m. Bon nhd nhin thdy hdc gitr xi€m ngay
chinh gitra con thuyén.

“PaYy 1a vi sao ma thuy€n nay chay st gi6é hon ching ta day,” John ndi,
“mac dir 1a Chim En ciing 4p dwoc st gi6 14m r6i,” cdu néi thém, 12 vi 1ong
trung thanh v&i thuyén clia minh ma théi.

Trén chi€c thuyén con &Yy la hai dira con gai, mot dira dang cam lai, dira
kia ng6i trén thanh van gitra. Hai dira nay trong gan y hét nhau. Ca hai doi
nén lwdi trai bing len dd, 40 niu, quan chén ngang gdi mau xanh, chaamg
mang v& gi ca. Ching dang 14i thuyén thzatng qua ddo.

“MAy dita ndam xudng hét,” thuyén trudng John ra 1énh. “Ching ta
khong bi€t bon nay la ban hay thu ntra.”

Roger, bdy gi¢ niit dd dwoc dom chit vao 4o, ndm ep ngay xudng. Ca
Titty cling vAy. Ca Susan ntra. Thuyén treédng John ké kinh vién vong 1én
bo tang da d€ c6 the€ nhin qua khi ddu minh dwo'c cum ciy bui che khuat.

“Poc dwoec tén thuyén nay,” ciu bdo. “A mo AM, AZ, O... N...
Amazon.”

M4y dira kia, dang ndp trong lum cay, rang hét gan hét sirc nhom ra
ngoai. Chié€c thuyén nhd mdi lic mdt tién lai gan hon. Ptra con géi dang
cam 1ai (bay gio’ ca bon ¢6 the thd’y né la dira to con hon trong hai dira ay)
16i gi d&’y tw dwdi van dubi thuyén 1én. Pira kia voi tay ra sau cam 18y, r'oi
di toi tredre, lang xdng gi dd’y bén cot budm.

D6t nhién thuyén Amazon tré budm, khi con cach ddo chwa tdi hai
chyuc mét. Ca bon nghe thdy con nhd dang cam ldi néi, “Chuan bi tré,” roi
con nho kia thup xudng d€ sao cang budm quat qua, ngay sau da’'y con nhd
ding théng 1én, tay cAm maYy s¢i day néo. N6 bét dau kéo xudng, tay nay
tiép tay kia, mot cdt co nhd trén cé méc 14 co nhap nhod giat giat dan 1én
dau cot budm.

“Chting dang kéo co’ 1én,” John thong béo.

Cot co be bé veon theamg trén dinh cOt budm, va 14 co, loai co ba goc,
bay phap phoi trong gid.

Titty hit mot hoi 16 sdu d&€n mirc mudn nghen tho.

“La co...” con bé noi.



La co dang phap phoi trén dinh cdt budm cua chi€c thuyén nhd kia cd
mau den va trén @4’y 14 hinh dAu l14u cling hai khiic xwrong chéo mau tring.

Bon dira trén ddo trd mét nhin nhau.

Thuyén tredng John 1€n ti€ng trwde.

“Roger & yén diy. Thuyén phé trdng chwng bai cap bén. Titty canh bo
phia Tay. Anh trong ching bén cang. Khong ai dwgrc 16 mat ra. Ra't ¢6 kha
nang bon ching chwa nhin thdy ching ta. Cho’ cho dén khi ching di thét xa
hét dot chay vét d6 roi chiing ta hdng quay vé trai. Néu gio' ma di chuyén
thi ching c6 th€ nhin thay ching ta da’y.”

Thuy€n Amazon, dong budm doén gidé man trai chay nhu bay, cheamg bao
lau da bang qua ntra h'6.

“DPi nao,” John ra l&€nh; thé la ba dira, bd Roger & lai, 1én di khdi Tram
Quan sat d€’ veé trai. Susan nd’p trong may bui cay gan bai cap bén. Titty bo
qua may bui rAm cho d&n khi trdong ra thd’y dwgc vach da dung dirng men
theo man Tay hon ddo. John vdi va bang qua rung ciy ra dé€n dwoc cang
neo thuyén. Dén diy ciu tim dwoc chd c6 the canh chirng ma khong bi nhin
thay. C4u ha cot budm trén thuyén Chim En xudng phong khi ngudi ta
nhin thd’y n6 qua rang d4, r6i cdu an minh cho doi.

Titty trong thd'y dwore nhiéu viéc xdy ra hon may dira con lai, vdy ma
no cling chéng nhin thay nhi€u nhan gi. Thuyén Amazon tr& budm thém
Tan ntra, r'oi di vong qua mii phia Nam hon dao. Titty nhin theo cho dén
khi rang ciy noi 2y che khud't con thuyén. John chi nhin thdy thuyén c6
mot Iic khi ciu chay bang qua khoang tr6ng gitra cac vach da phia ngoai
cang. R6i cau chéng nhin thdy thuyén dau ntra. R'6i cdu nghe thdy ti€ng
n6i chuyén khdng xa 1im nhwng lai khong d4m nhic nhich vi s¢ bj 10.
Ngay sau da’y cau nghe ti€ng noi chuyén xa hon, gan bai cap bén. Cau voi
chay nguwoc lai bang qua rdang cay dén gidp Susan. Nhung Susan da nhin
tha’y bon kia khi ching di ngang qua, chi trong mdt thodng thdi, xuyén qua
nhanh, budm xudi gi6, di bing qua gitra ddo va dat 1ién, d&n dau phia Bic
ddo roi, gior dang di theamg vé phia vinh Nha B¢ va mém Darien. Susan
cuing John vdi voi vang vang chay 1én tram quan sat, Roger dang nim trong
bui thach nam & d6, hai chan dd vung vay vi phan khich, nhin theo thuyén
Amazon mdi lic mdt nhd xa dan.



“Bon chiing kéo co xudng ngay khi chay qua khoi dao da’y,” né thong
bdo.

“Vay chéc 1a chiing kéo c& 1én chi vi nhin thi'y ching ta roi thdi,” John
bao.

Titty vé nhap bon.

“Né&u ching la cudp bién thi sao tén cwdp bi€n trén cdi nha be kia lai nd
sing vao chiing chi¥?” con bé thic mic.

“Co Ié ong ta dau c6 nd sing,” Susan dap. “Theo doi xem ching cé
chay lai vao vinh Nha Be khong kia.”

“Chung khong c6 than cong dau,” Roger noi, “con 6ng kia thi cd, dep
kinh hoang. Em bié€t chinh la tén cwdp bién trén nha be da nd sting day.”

Thuyén Amazon khéng chay vao vinh Nha Be. Chi€c thuyén nhd cling
td'm budm trang cang cang 1ong gio mai mi€t chay ti€p, bo lai sau dudi
thuyén mot 1in nwdre ré dai, thang tdm tdp nhw th€ dwoe cin ke bing thudrc.

“Bon nay biét 14i 1dm,” thuyén trudng John nhin dinh. Mot trong
nhirng di€ém y&u ctia Amazon la né rat dé bi ddo ldi khi c6 gié dudi sau
dudi. L4i cho thuyén di d& lai mot 1in nwde nhw the kia that khdng dé chiit
nao dau. Th& nén du John khdng thé thira nhan rang 4t c6 nhitng thuyén dé
14i hon Chim En, cdu ciing phai ngoi khen céc thity thd trén thuyén Amazon
vi d4 14i dwoc thing tip nhw the”

Ca bon nhin theo cdnh budm tring nhd dan nhd d4n di roi cudi cung
khua't hin sau mdm Darien.

“Chéc né chay d&n Rio réi,” Susan néi.

“Bon minh nén di theo xem ching tr ddu dé€n nao,” thuyén tredng John
dé nghi. “Ching khong cach nao quay lai diy ma ching ta khong phat hién
ra. Con gio thi chiing ta khong nhin thdy ching, chiing cling khong nhin
thay ching ta. Cho nén ngay ca chdc ntra ching nhin thdy ching ta thi
chic ching ciing khong biét dworc 12 ching ta ttr ddo di ra dau.”

“Trw phi chiing da nhin thd’y ching ta r'6i,” Susan bao.

“Nhung ciing chwa nhin thdy Chim En ma,” John cii. “Anh ha cot
buom xudng roi. Hom nay minh an bo kho di. Nhw vy minh khong cén
phai cho nd'u xong bira t61 lam gi. Khong nén phi phiit nao ca. Mot 6 banh
mi cung mdt hdp bo khd vi lai vai qua tdo, va bon minh s€ mua bdn chai
bia girng, a quén regru rum chix, & Rio. R6i khi vé bon minh chi ¢an pha tra



thoi. Di thdi nao Roger. Ta dwa thuyén xudng bé€n nao. Cau stra soan hét
moi thir nhé thuyén ph6?”

“Vang thwa thuyén tredng,” thuyén phé Susan dap.

John va Roger chay xudng cang, rit hét diy neo Chim En, r'oi leo 1én
thuyén. John dung cot budm, khodt nwdc dwa thuyén qua chd hep, r'oi bét
d4u chéo ngay khi c6 da chd khua chéo. Khi ngwoc gié hwong Ty Nam thi
chéo mdt méi & ding dudi sé khong ich gi 1dm. Cu cheo tir khoang thuyén
quanh vao bai cip bén. Susan va Titty da dirng cho' & dd’y cing mdt hdp bo
kho, @6 khui hdp, mot con dao, 6 banh mi, mdt khoanh bo’ géi trong mau
gidy va bon qua tdo to. Chap sau canh bu6om nau da dwgc kéo 1én cang
géc, va thuyén Chim En, cing toan bo thiy thd doan, tir sau hon dao ti€n
ra.

Ca bon dira déu ngdi don & dudi thuyén d€ cho thuyén tdn dung dwoc
t01 da strc gid xudi chiéu. John ¢aAm ldi, ba dia con lai ng'di dwdi khoang
thuyén. Chim En quiy tung bot trén mit nwéc. John nd Iyc hét minh git
cho mii thuyén theamg déu ngoai tan cung ria mém Darien, nhwng khi li€c
lai phia sau, cdu bi€t 1a minh git 1di khong dwoe gidi nhw con nhd cam lai
cua thuyén Amazon roi. Tuy th&, cAu van rang hét sic, va ti€ng nwdc Uing
uc dwdi day mili thuyén Chim En cho biét ca thuyén ciing dang hoat dong
hét sttc minh. Nhirng ngon ciy trén bo ven h'd ching nhw dang dua nhau
bang qua m&’y swon doi tim tim.

Vinh Nha Be hién ra. Can nha be Itng lttng d6, dieng trén boong trdc
la ngwoi dan 6ng to béo.

“Trong Ong ta nhw dang ra’t cau chuyén gi da'y,” Titty quan sat.

Hinh nhur 6ng ndy dang dit ditr nim dA'm vé phia bon nhd, nhung chiing
ciing khong chéc, 14t sau ching di chay qua miii ngoai ria va khong con
nhin thd’y 6ng ta ntra.

Mo&m Darien mdi ldic mot thém rd va 1on ra.

“Qua bén kia mém Darien la bon ching s€ mat gié ngay,” John bao,
“roi sé chéng dén thém dwoe bao nhi€u gié ntra dau cho dén tin bén kia
may dao ngoai vinh Rio. Chiing di tred’c ching ta kha xa, nhwng ching ta
c6 th€ nhin ra dwoc bon ching d€ xem chiing di dau.”

Thuyén Chim En quanh qua mém Darien. Thiy tha doan d&i mét vé
nong trai Holly Howe. Chiing nhin ra hai dang ngwoi cung chiéc xe ndi &



bén ngoai nha nong trai - 1a me, va em va Vicky. Ho nhu thudc vé mdt cudc
doi khéc la, xa xdm nao day. Ho ding d6, di€ém nhién dwdi anh mat troi.
Vicky chic 13 dang ngt. Con tai diy, dang bing bing qua mit nudc, 1a
thuyén Chim En, mang theo anh chi ctia bé Vicky ma chwa t&i mot gior
tredre, chua t&i nika gior tredre, da tin mét ching kiéh mot 14 co mau den c6
hinh dau lau cung hai khuc xwong chéo tung bay trén cdt budm mdt con
thuyén la, con thuyén ma bon chiing nghi da bi tén cwdp bi€n vé veon ¢
con vet xanh trén nha be trong vinh Nha Bé kia nd sting bén vio.

Phut choc chfmg dira nao néi nang gi.

R6i Susan 1én ti€ng, “Khong cén phai k€ cho me nghe vu cwdp bi€n
dau, it ra cling cho’ cho d&n khi xong chuyén da. Nhwng ching ta phai ghi
chép vao nhat ky tau d€ sau nay k€ 'lai v&i me.”

“Bon minh s€ k& khi nao me khong con la tho dan ntra,” Titty néi. “Pay
chaalng phai chuyén nén di néi cho thd dan nghe.”

Thuyén Chim En chay ti¢p. Gio diy ven bo Pong h'd xua't hién thém
nhi€u nha ctra. Ca bon cang di ti€p, nha ctra xua't hién cang thém nhiéu.
R6i dén dao nay ddo no. Mot dao 16'n ¢6 nha cira. Mot doi cat dai nho ra c6
nhiéu nha bé & mé xa. Nha cita ldc nay khong con ndm rdi rdc gitra cic
rang cdy nira, ma tim tum lai trén swon d'6i bén trén thi trdn Rio nhd bé, cw
dan trong dd'y mu tit chéng bi€t Rio la tén thi trdn minh dang &. Thuyén
Chim En chay ti¢p ra viing nuére tinh bén kia nhitng hon ddo mé ngoai cling
doi cat. Gio’ day ca bon c6 th€ nhin thd'y vinh Rio va cau tau. Ching chdm
cham len qua mot doan du thuyén dang tha neo. Xuong may ché du khach
dang ngwgc xubi. Thuyén tredng John phéi boi tau 1€n phia tred'c 1am hoa
tiéu, khién thﬁng nhd mung ron, con ciu thi ban bju tranh thuyén chéo 1an
xuong mdy. Thi tran Rio trong ngay he 1a mdt noii nhdn nhip. Mot tau thuy
hu coi, tach khéi cau tau, cham rai nha hoi nwde roi khéi vinh. Khong mét
du khach nao tir trén boong tau nhin xudng con thuyén Chim En budm niu
nhd bé kia lai biét dworc ring bdn dika trén thuyén 4y dang sdng trén mot
d4o hoang, va ring bon ching ching d& mét d&n chiéc tu hoi nude to 16m,
hay du thuy€n hay xudng mdy gi, ma chi chdm cham d&€n mot con thuyén
khac cling bé con nhw thuyén bon chiing. D67 voi cac thiy thd trén thuyén
Chim En thi ngoai mit nwéc kia chzatng co thuy@n be nao khdc, di nhién la
ngoai dim ba chiéc ghe so’ sii clia thd dan chang ddng d& mit d&n lam gi.



Mit cd bon chi hwdng vé mot con thuyén hai tic ma ching dang truy dudi
thoi.

Thuyén hai tic khdng c6 trong vinh Rio. B&n ciip mét ra sodt tirng cau
tau nho. C6 the thuyén da budc vao dau ddy, budm da ha, néu thé thi khé
ma nhin ra n6 14m. Hay c6 th€ né da chay ra sau cdc ddo von bién vinh nay
thanh noi t6t nha't cho cdc du thuyén thd neo trd ndu va thanh san choi
thich hgp nha't cho may tay thé dan inh i '6n a0 v&i may chi€c thuyén
cheo kia.

“Chung ta sé cho thuyén chay thaalng qua vinh,” thuyén tredng John
bdo, “di ra ctra bién, d& nhin tha'u tin Bic Cuc. N&u ldc d6 ma khong tha'y
thuyén kia ntra thi chiing ta s€ quay lai ma I'an doc qua cac dao vay.”

Thuyén Chim En bing xuyén qua vinh, va khi thuyén vira qua khdi hon
d4o dai nam chén truede thj trdn thi Roger him hé la 16n, “Budm kia!”

“Lano do,” Susan la theo.

T hwéng vao phia Bic vinh, bén kia hon ddo dai, ta ¢ thé nhin xa dén
tan dau h'6, mot mang nwdc xanh bi€c trai dai dé€n tdn nhitng ngon d'6i 1on
hon nhirng qua d6i nho trén may bo’ rAm rap cdy c¢6i & mé phia Nam.

Phia trudc kia chirng mdt ddm, mot cdnh budm tring bé nhd dang chay
vun vut V€ phia doi ddt bén bo phia Tay. Lodng cdi cdnh budm bién mat
dang.

“Gio bon minh lam gi day?” Titty hoi.

Bon dira ban cii mot hoi.

Roger mOt myc mudn di ti€p. John thi nghi khong nén.

“Gio ching ta bi€t bon ching & dau roi,” cdu bao. “Cé th€ ching dang
cd nhtr ching ta di xa ddo. N€u ching ta chay theo xuéng da’y, roi ching
lai trd ra, thi c¢6 th€ ching ta phai dua theo ching vé lai dao. Néu ching ta
& tai day thi con biet chic 1 ta quay vé t&i ddo trede bon chiing. Anh nghi
t0t hon bon minh nén & lai diy an bo kho roi xem thir bon chiing ¢6 tré ra
lai hay khong.”

Susan hdi. “Thé& con rwgru rum thi sao?” Cau nay khi€n cd dam thdy
vira d6i vira khat.

“Nhwng bi€t dau bon ching lai quay tré ra trong lic chiing ta mua rwgu
& Rio,” John néi. “Chiing c6 th€ 1én qua ttr sau ma’y hon ddo, r'oi khi ching



ta to Rio quay lai ddy thi ching ta lai ng'6i cho trong khi bon ching dang
chi€m trai cua ching ta.”

Titty c6 sdng kién. Noi cudi diy ddo che chin cho vinh Rio c6 rat
nhiéu dao nhd. Sao lai khong dwa con bé vao mot dao nhd &y d€ quan sat
trong khi bon con lai dn Rio mua rwgu chir. Lam thé thi it nhat chiing
cling biét chic dwoce bon cwdp biéh kia c6 quay tré ra hay khong.

“Titty gidi 1dm,” thuyén tredng John khen.

Cach @&’y ching tram mét 1a mot ddo nhd tro’ trui chaalng co g1 ngoai da
tang cling bui thach nam. Ca bon cho thuyén di theo huwdng gid, r'di John
dwa mili thuyén Chim En tién vao ngon gié.

“Coi chirng da ngam dwdi nwd'c nhé Roger,” thuyén phé bao.

Chim En w6t di v&i canh budm phan phat, nhich tirng mét mot vao gan
dao nho.

“B¢ thuyén phd, chuan bi ha budm,” John h6 1én, thé 1a Susan vdi vang
stra soan ha budm. Nhung khong can thi€t. Hon dao nho nho 1€n khdi mat
nuée di sdu d€ thuyén Chim En ndi bong bénh ngay bén canh. Thuyén va
mot cai khé that khé thoi thi Titty dd phéc qua man thuyén dat chan 1én bo.

“Pwa em kinh nao,” con bé doi.

“Pay nay,” thuyén phé dap.

“Pay thuyén ra giiim,” John vwra néi vira bé ngodt tay lai hét mirc vé
bén trai.

Titty day. Chim En thut liii ra. R6i budm no cing gid, con thuyén chin
chir, khé nghiéng di, roi lai bat dau tién t&i truede. Titty vAy tay chao doan
leo 1&n chép hon ddo nhd, ng'di xudng dd’y vdi kinh vién vong dit trén dau
g01.

Sau ba bon lwot chay chi¥ chi thi thuyén Chim En da dén chd cip bén
gan nha't danh cho thuyén chéo trdi dai tw trong bo’ vinh Rio. Roger leo qua
cau tau, cdt day neo chay quanh coc neo hai vong, roi ngoi trén coc ay. Be
an toan bon ching ha hé€t budm xud6ng. R'61 John cung Susan di voi theo
cau tau dén ctra hang nhod xiu ma ta ¢6 th€ mua dwoc moi thir ttr by chudt
cho dén keo bac ha.

“Cho bon chai rum,” John n61 khong kip nghi.

“Bia girng &y a,” Susan nghiém nghi chira lai.



John dang mai nhin cudn day thing trong gdc ctra hang.

“V&i lai hai chuc thwde diy thung kia a,” cdu bao.

Ngudi ban hang do ra hai chuc thude roi cudn lai gon gang. Ong ta dit
b6 chai bia gung 1€n quiay tinh tién. John dit xudng nam dong si ling. Cau
cam 18y cudn thing cliing hai chai bia. Susan ¢am hai chai con lai.

“Hbém nay troii dep cwc,” nguoi ban hang 1én ti€ng khi ong ta chia tién
tho1 ra.

“Pep that dd’y chir nhi?” John dap.

Toan bd cudc tro chuyén gitra bon chiing va thd dan vung Rio chi c6
th¢’.

Khi hai dra quay tré lai cau tau, Roger bao, “Cé tay tho dan dén day
néi chir, ‘Cau c6 chi€c thuyén bé con xinh that.” ”

“Th& em néi gi v&i ho?” Susan nghiém khéc hoi.

“Em ddp la ‘Vang a,’” th6i,” Roger bao. Ca n6 ciing chealng de’ 16 thong
tin gi sat.

Chiing boi thuyén quay lai hon dao nhd don Titty. Con bé vAy tay chao
ca bon khi trong tha'y chiing dén, va di ding ngay mép nudc sin sang leo
1én thuy@én khi John dwa Chim En ghé vao.

“On thda ca,” n6 bao. “Bon chiing khong quay tré ra. Chéc 1a van con &
trong d6 dang sau doi da't thoi.”

“A, cling mung 1a bon minh biét dwore,” John ndi.

“Cho em I€n dao cua Titty nhé?”” Roger hdi.

“Sao ti't ca khong cung 1én bo’ dung bira trén &y nhi?”” Susan dé nghi.

Thé& 1a ca bon ha bu'6m rdi leo 1én bo, mang md neo theo, d€ Chim En
ndm bén man khui't gié cia ddo va neo vio mot d4u soi diy neo. Mot tang
d4 trén dinh hon ddo nhd bién thanh ban #n. John mé hop bo kho, lic 14c d6
hé&t bo kho ra thainh mdt cuc. Susan cét banh mi roi phét bo’ 1én, khong d&
lat nao c6 bor day hon lat nao. Trén may khoanh banh mi v&i bor &y chiing
ric day cha bong, roi tu ng we regu Rio trong chai bang dd d&€ nudt cho
troi thitc #n. R6i chiing &n tdo. Trong sudt lic 4’y ching van quan sit khong
roi mit doi d4't ma cdnh budm tring nhd bé clia con thuyén hai tic da
khua't dang.
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“Chung chwa h€ trong thdy bon minh cling nén,” Susan noi.

“Anh ddm chéc 1a c6 daYy, bang khong ching da chaalng givong 1d co Ay
1én lam gi,” John dép.

“C6 1€ 1a,” Titty bao, “con c¢6 thém nhiéu tén ntra. C6 1€ maYy tén vwra
roi kéo co 1én d€ du ching ta di khdi ddo roi d6ng bon chia chiing 1én dao
chi€m Ia%y trai cia bon minh.”

“Anh cheamg hé nghi dé€n kha nang nay,” John ndi. “Bi€t dau cé dén ca
doan bon chiing dang cho’ ching ta bd di 'y chi.”

“Ngay lic nay ching dang & trén ddo ctia minh cling nén,” Titty bao.

“Vay thdi minh di ndo,” Roger dé nghi, thing bé nay chi khi nghe duoc
tiéng nwde khua dudi ddy mili thuyén Chim En thi né mé&i thay vui.

Chuyén vé m¢i that sd6i dong, ca bon dong budm ludn lach qua thuyén
be¢ cta thd dan trén vinh Rio, roi con di ngwoe ngon gié Tay Nam thdi thdc
trye dién khi ching vira roi khoi ving nuede dwore cdc ddo che chin. Bon
chung da tinh dé€n chuyén cudn budm lai, nhung lai khong mudn lam thé&
n&u con rang dwore. R6i thinh thoang lai ¢ gié gidt khd manh, thuyén pho
Susan d4 sdn sang tw th& luon diy néo ha budm xudng néu can thiét.
Roger ng'di noi miii thuyén bj bui nudc bin wét chém nhep nén Susan bio
né di ra sau ng'6i xudng khoang. Chrfmg c6 thoi gian d€ nghi ngoi gi nhiéu
ngoai viéc tap trung lai thuyén cho dén khi ca bon vao d€n man khuat gié
hon dao cia minh. Trong vinh Nha B¢, cai gi trén nha bé ngo6i noi ghé¢
boong sau nhdm ddy ma quan sdt ching qua 6ng nhom. Nhwng ching
dwdng nhw ching d&'y dén ga.

“Chiéu xudng gié s€ ling thoi,” John bao. “Chiing ta s& cip bén tai chd
cli. Chim En s& dwoc che chdn an toan tai dd'y, chiit nira gi6 thdi dju di anh
s€ dwa thuyén qua cang.”

Thé 1a chiing cap thuyén vao chd cii. Vira xudng thuyén 1a ca bon chay
vOi 1én trai nhin vao maYy tip Téu. R6i ching di quanh ddo. Moi thit van y
nguyén. Chezlng c6 ké nao dén. Pam cwdp bién trén thuyén Amazon khong
c6 dong bon.

M4y anh em nhém Ira, d€n ldc ca bon ngdi quanh dong Itra uéng tra
thi bt d4u nghi rang ching di sai IAm vd cling khi cho 13 14 c& cudp bién
trén thuyén Amazon dwgce kéo 1én 1a d€ cho ching trong thay. Tham chi



chiing con bit dau bin khoin khong biét c6 chic minh nghe thiy ti&ng
sting no trong vinh Nha Bé khong ntra.

“Th& sao cdi 6ng trén nha be Ay lai dit nim dA'm vao chiing ta co’ chi¥?”
Titty hoi. “Hin phai c6 chuyén gi d6 xdy ra m&i khi€n 6ng ta hanh dong
vay.”

“C¢ € that ra Ong ta cling khong c6 1am th€’,” John néi.

“Vay chic bon minh s& khong bao gio gdp lai ddm cuwdp bién Ay nira
roi,” Titty bu'don rau.

“Néu qua ching la cwdp bién cor,” Susan bao.




9
MOi tén cim LOn9 xanh

SANG ra John thirc ddy ddu tién. Ngay da trwa tro’ trra trat. Mat troi
1én cao trén dau. May ngay dau tién thi chi ¢an dnh sdng ban mai m&i hing
cling da danh thirc cac nha tham hi€ém day roi. Gio ching da quen ngl
trong Iéu. V&i lai, ngay hdm qua, nhiéu viéc xdy ra qua. John thirc diy ma
thay khong vui 1dm. Ngay hom qua dwong nhw vira hw 4o vira lang phi.
May tén cudp bién ay, khau sing trong vinh Nha Be, cudc rwgt duoi
ngwgc hdo dén tdn Rio cir nhr mot gidc mo. Gio thi thiee diy trong doi
thwong. Hi, ngwoi ta khong th€ mong nhirng chuyén nhw thé cr kéo dai
mai dwoe dau, ciu nghi, ma chuyén da xdy ra cling chung nhw that dang
ti€c. Dau sao thi, k€ cd khong c¢6 cwedp bién thi hon ddo nay cling da qua
that, cd thuyén Chim En ciing viy. Khong c6 cudp bién ciing chang sao.
Toi gio di 187y stra roi.

Cau nhin sang dong chdn Iu It bén kia Iéu roi quyét dinh d€ né ngu
ti€p. Cau chui ra khdi chan, mang giay di cat vao, nhat m& quéan do khan
tdm ctia minh 1én, r'éi 1&n ra 4nh mit trdi don lanh. CAu cim theo binh sira
roi chay xudng bén. Cau nhdy um xudng nwde boi cat lwe mdt hai phdt gi
d&y. LAm vay thich hon ria rdy. R%i ciu ndm ngtra dudi 4nh ning chi d&
mili va miéng ndi trén mat nwdc. Khong xa ddy dam hai au dang san ca
long tong. E 1a c6 con nao ddy lai sa nham xudng cau mat. Liéu nd c6 th€
kéo céu bay 1én trong khi ciu tim 18y hai chan den den ctia n6 thong xudng
khong nhi? Nhwng ddm hai au tranh rd xa cdu, thé'1a ciu 14t nguoi boi tré
vao bai cap bén. Poan cidu chay xuyén qua ring ciy vé phia cang, quaalng
quan 4o khin lau ciing binh sita 1én thuyén Chim En, roi day di.

Cau cheo manh tay vé phia bai canh cdy s6i bén dwdi ndng trai Dixon.
Anh ning cling con gié Nam &m 4p gan nhuwr da lau kho hé&t ngudi cau
tred'c khi cdu chéo dén ddy. Ciu dung khan lau kho hin nhitng chd trén
minh dwong nhw con hoi am, mac quan do vao, roi voi va di 1én dong.



“Sang nay cau dén khong dwgrc sé'm nhi,” bac Dixon, v¢ ngwoi nong
dan, bao.

“Vang a,” John dép.

“Cho cau it keo bo' nhé?” bac hoi. “T61 qua bac chéng cé gi lam nén noi
hirng ndu nwdng cho cd ciu day. C6 bon dira ca thay ding khong nhi?”

“Chdu cam on bac nhiéu a,” John dap.

Bac Dixon dwa cho ciu mot tdi gidy lon ddy keo bo ndu nau, r'oi bac
dem cdi binh tr¢ ra khi da do day swra.

“Cau an sang chwa?” bac hoi.

“Chua a.”

“Vay ma lai tdm r'oi co ddy. Nhin téc ciu béc biét ngay ma. Cau nén in
vao chit gi di th6éi. Dung da’y bac 18y cho it banh.”

Sau khi boi thi mot it banh 12 Am da 14m, nén John thdy c6 #n ciing
chealng sao. Nhung trong ldc cdu in thi bic Dixon bao, “Ong Turner trén nha
be kia hdi han vEé ¢ cau day. May cd cau khong quiy pha gi nha be cua
Ong &y da’y chir hu?”

“Khong a,” John dap.

“A, hinh nhw 6ng ta nghi 13 ¢6 d&y,” bac Dixon bio. “MA’y cb ciu nén
d€ cho 6ng Turner v&i con vet ciia Ong a4y yén nhé.”

Bong nhién ngay hom qua mdt T4n nita ¢ thyc. John nhé ciu da twdng
minh ¢ nhin thdy gd cudp bién vé vuon trén nha bé dir di nim dam vé
phia miYy anh em cu. Trong khoanh khic c4u 12 thuyén tredng John, chiu
trdch nhi€m veé con tau cung thuy tha doan ctia minh, va bac Dixon, v¢r
ngwoi ndng dan, 1a mot the dan, khdng the tin twdng hoan toan dwoe diu bac
c6 keo bo hay bénh tréi gi di nura.

Ngay l4p tirc cdu quay gét, nghi rang 1& ra minh nén danh thic thuyén
phé day trwede khi di 18y stva mdi phai.

Nhung tir canh dong bén dwdi nong trai cu c6 the nhin thdy hon dao,
khéi da tda 1én qua nhirng rang cdy. Thuyén phé da thicc diy va dang lam
viéc, Itra da dworc nhom, moi chuyén déu on, va khi cdu mang stra vé dén
thi Am nwdc sé réo sbi roi.

Cau vo1 va quay ve. Thuyén vién Titty cung ciu boi Roger dang 161 bi
bdm quanh ddo. C4u nhin thay hai hinh thu tring tring quiy nwdc tung tée



ngoai h'd, d4 nwde bin thanh voi trirdrc mit. Hai dira van con dang lau khd
ngudi khi cau dwa thuyén Chim En vio bii cap. Ching phu cu kéo thuyén
1én.

“Anh cé stra v&i cd keo bo cia thd dan nra nhé,” thuyén tredng John
bao.

“Keo bo that ha?” Roger hdi.

“Mat mia chi,” Titty chira lai. “Keo bo’ chi 1a tén thd dian goi mat mia
thoi.”

“Va anh c6 tin nghi€m trong day,” thuyén tredng John néi ti€p. “Xay ra
chuyén r'oi. Anh can triéu tap phi€n hop ngay sau khi ta xong di€m tam.”

. “Vang thwa thuyén tredng,” thuyén vién hd 1én, doan huych boi tau,
thang bé ciing dap, “Vang thwa thuyén treong.”

Thuyén vién cling cdu b6i mang binh stra cing mat mia chay 1én trai.
Thuyén tredng vira di theo vira ngdm nghi, tay dut tdi quén.

“Pi€m tam da xong, thwra thuyén tredng,” thuyén phd vui vé goi.

“Cam on nhé thuyén pho,” John dap.

“Stra day a,” Roger noi.

“Va ca mot tii mat mia,” Titty thém. “Chi c¢6 bi€t lam cocktail rum
khong? Lam tor mat mia phai khéng a?”’

“Chéc vay,” thuyén phé dép. “Chij chwra lam bao gio.”

Tra da pha. Trirng dang s6i trong n'6i, thuyén phé ding dong h'd baAm
gior d€ canh gio’ cho trirng.

“Ba phiit,” Susan bdo, “ma tritng vio n'di trrde khi em bét dau canh gicr
mot chiit. Dén gio thi tring chin hét r'6i.” C6 bé dung thia vot tirng qua ra.
Trong vai phit thi nao nhirng tritng nhirng banh mi bo’ va tra khong cho ai
néi nang gi. Sau d6 la banh mi v&i mirt. Sau da’y ntra thi thuyén pho chia
phan mat mia cho cd nhom. “Mat mia ngon that,” cd bé bao. “Bon minh sé&
lam cocktail n€u con dw mat.”

Cudi cung btra diém tdm cling da xong va thuyén tredng John 1én
ti€ng. “Nay thuyén phd,” cau bao, “to6i yéu cau hop.”

Ca bon ngdi quanh déng Ira dang chay 4m i. N'6i day nwdc dang vui
trong dong tro, gitr nwedc &m d€ riva nhirng thir dinh dép.

Thuyén pho Susan ngoi thaamg diy nhin quanh.



“Toan bd thay tha déu da c6 mat, thwa thuyén triedng,” Susan thong
bdo.

“Chung ta c6 ké thu,” thuyén trwedng John tuyén bd’.

“Ai th&”?” thuyén vién Titty ham hd.

“La dam cudp bién trén thuyén Amazon chir gi,” Roger dap.

“Im di,” thuyén pho ra 1€nh.

“Moi nguoi bi€t cdi ga trén nha be r'oi ddy,” thuyén tredng John ndi.

“Vang,” thuyén pho dap.

“Hin di néi v&i thd dan rang bira gio chiing ta quiy pha gi nha be cia
hin.”

“Nhung ching ta c6 dong gi d€n n6 dau.”

“Anh biét ching ta khong, nhung hén lai néi v&i thd dan 1a ching ta cé.
Hin dang cd sdch dong thd dan chdng lai ching ta. Khong biét sao hin lai
ghét chiing ta, nhung hin c6 ghét that.”

“Vay thi diing la hdm qua hin d nim dA'm vé phia ching ta roi,”
thuy€n pho noi.

“Em biét hin 1a mot tay cudp bién vé vueon ma,” Titty néi. “Hén c6 bi
mat. Bon chiing ai cling th&". Hodc 1a nhitng trd mo 4m hodc 1a chiu bau
thoi. Nhin cdi ki€u hin nd siing vao thuyén cudp bién kia ma xem. Chic
han hin nghi 12 bon cudp bién &'y dom ngé gi clia na ciia hin day.”

“ff, nhung sao hin lai 67 d4u chiing ta ch¥?” John hoi.
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“Chéc day 1a ddo ctia hin,” Titty ddp. “Anh biét 1a da c6 nguwdi d&n day
trede chiing ta méi dip 10 nay ma.”

“Nhung n&u day 1a ddo clia hén thi hin s& sdng trén nay thay vi trén nha
be chi.”

“Song trén dd’y thodi mai cho con vet hon,” Titty bao.

“Ma thdi, c6 vé nhu hin mudn tong chiing ta ra khdi ddo.”

“Chiing ta s€ khong di dau hét,” Roger bao.

“Tat nhién la khong r6i,” thuyén tredng John néi, “nhung van deé Ia,
chiing ta phai lam gi bay gio?”

“Bon minh di ddnh ddm ciin nha be d6 di,” Roger va Titty dong thanh.

Ngay lic &y ¢6 gi dd'y bing vao n'6i nwdc danh keng mot ti€ng, tro tw
dong 1tra ban 1én. Mot miii tén dai ¢é dudi 12 cong 16ng chim xanh 1& cim
vao, rung ban bat gitra dam tro tan.

B6n nha tham hi€m dirng bat day.

“Bét dau roi,” Titty néi.

Roger chyp miii t€n giat khdi dong Ia.

Ngay 14p tirc Titty giat mii tén trén tay thang bé. “Biét dau c6 doc day.
Pwng cham vao dau mdi nhon.”

“Nghe xem,” thuyén tred'ng John bao.

Ca bon ddng tai. Ching nghe thd'y gi ngoai tiéng nwde vd ém lén bo
Tay hon déo.

“La hin roi,” Titty bao. “Dé6 1a miii tén bing 16ng con vet xanh cta hén
day.”

“Nghe kia,” thuyén tredng John lai bao.

“Im di chut coi,” thuyén ph6 Susan noi.

C6 tiéng canh kho gdy ddnh ric dau d6 ngay gitlra dao.

“Bon minh phai di thdm thinh th6i,” thuyén tredng John ra 1€nh. “Anh
s€ di mot d4u, thuyén pho di dau kia. Titty voi Roger di chinh gitra. Tan ra
ndo. Ngay khi cé da ndo trong bon nhin thd’y hin, nhitng da con lai s&
chay dén chi vién.”

Chiing tan ra khip ddo, bit dau tién t&i. Nhung chiing di chwa dwoc
muoi mét thi John da thét 1eén.



“Chim En mat tiéu r6i.” C4u dang & mé trdi, ngay khi ra khdi khu vuc
trai thi ciu nhin thdy bai cap bé€n not cau neo Chim En khi dem sita vé.
Khong c6 Chim En & d&y. M’y dira con lai chay tia vé bii cip. Khong thay
da'u v&t Chim En dau. Thuyén nhw th& ¢t the boc hoi.

“Tan ra. Tan ra lai di,” John bdo. “Chiing ta s& luing suc khip ddo.
Thuyén phd, canh ching cho ky tr bo cia cdu. Thuyén khong the dat di
dwoc. Hin da d4nh cip thuyén, nhung hén van con trén ddo. Ching ta da
nghe tha'y han.”

“Em v&i Roger kéo thuyén 1én tin trén nay co ma,” Titty ndi. “Khong
the’ c6 chuyén bi dat di dwoe.”

“Tén ra lai nao,” thuyén tredng John ra 1énh. “R6i nhé nghe ngdng.
Ti€n 1én ngay khi nghe thdy thuy€n phé huyt coi. Mot ti€ng nhw ca kéu
nghia 1a moi chuyén On. Ba ti€ng nghia l1a c¢6 chuyén khong hay. Huyt coi
ngay khi s&n sang nhé, thuyén phé.”

Thuyén phé6 bing qua ddo d&€n gan mé bo phia Tay. Co6 bé nhin qua
may rang cay. Trén h'6 khong thdy c6 canh budm nao. Xa xa kia la khoi
bdc 1én twr con tau hoi nwde budi sang, nhung cdi nay khong tinh. Roger va
Titty, cach nhau chirng nam sau mét, dang & gitra dao. Thuyén tredng John
di chuyén vao sau trong dit lién mot chit, nhung cling khong di xa 14m d¢
thd'y ngay bat cit ké nio trong tam tit chd cdu d&n bo h'd. Ca bon ling
nghe. Khong mdt am thanh nao.

Bong, tr bo' ddo phia Tay, thuyén pho huyt coi.

Ca bon dira lai bit dau di chuyén qua ring cy cuing bui ram.

“Roger o1,” Titty goi, “em c6 vu khi gi khong?”

“Khong,” Roger dap. “Con chi?”

“Chi c6 hai ciy gdy ddy, a khong la gido chr. Em nén gitr mot cai di.”

N6 quaalng mot trong hai cay giy cho Roger.

MGt ti€ng cu rdc xa xa phia tay trai.

“Chéc 1a thuyén tredng ddy,” Titty bdo. N6 huyt 1én ddp trd. Susan &
mé xa phia bén phai ciing huyt 1&n tra 1&i. R'6i ca bon lai 1dng tai nghe. R'6i
lai ti€n toi.

“O'nay,” Roger la 1én, “c6 ké nao dad’y da ¢ day.”



Titty chay t&i chd thing bé. C6 mot khoanh tron chd cd va ddm dwong
xi bi ép xudng nhu the c6 ai d3 nim trén da’y niy gio.

“Hén d¢ lai dao nay,” Roger vira néi vira gio’ 1én con dao x&p 1én né tim
tha’y trén bai co.

Titty ruc 1én nhw cu ba lan.

Thuyeén tredng thuyén phoé hoc téc chay dén.

“Chéc hin dang & rat gan,” Titty néi.

“Ma bon minh gitt dao ctia hin r'6i,” Roger thém.

Thuyén tredng John cii xudng Tan tay 1€n 16p ¢ bep gi.

“Khong con 4m,” cdu noi.

“0), ¢6 Am cling khong A'm dwore 1au dau,” thuyén phoé bao.

“Tén ra ntra va di ti€p nao,” thuyén tredng John bdo. “Ta khong dwogc
d& cho hin trd'n di ciing Chim En. Hin khong thé nao & xa diy, vi chiing ta
da nghe thay hin. N&u hin da dwa Chim En ra bién thi ching ta han phai
trong tha'y roi. Chic chin hin dang gitr con thuyén & diy, dau da’y ven bo
thoi.”

Pung luc &y mot ti€ng ré hoang dai vang 1€n. “Hoan ho, Hoan hd.”
Nhung ti¢hg ré khong vang dén tir ding trede. Ma 12 tir ding sau, phia khu
trai.

“Nao,” thuyén tredng John giuc, “sat canh vao. Tién 1é€n!”

Ca bon v0i va bang qua cay c0i quay Ve trai.

_Ching vira dén ven ria khu dat trong thi c6 ti€ng quat 1€n, du chiing
chang nhin thdy ai.

“Gio tay 1én! Dung lai!”

Ti€ng quat vong dén twr ngay trued'c mat.

“Gio tay 1€n!” lai quat.

“Nim rap xudng,” thuyén treéng John vira goi Ién vira nim bep xudng
dat.

Susan, Titty va Roger ngay 1ap tirc ndm rap ca ra. Mot miii tén bay 12 1a
qua dau cd bon khong c6 chiit de doa gi.

Ching nhin vao trai, va thoat dau khong trong thdy nhirng gi thuyén
tredng John di thay. Ngay gitra trai 12 mot cdi que dai cim xudng dat, trén



que 1a 14 co hai tic mau den tung bay. Nhung dwong nhw khong c6 ai &
da’y. R6i thi, trong mdi tip Téu, ching trong thdy mot ddng ngwoi dang
quy, mot k& thi da lim 1im cung t&én nhim bén, ké kia dang Idi hdi 18p lai

tén.
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Hoa dam

“KHONG phai céi ga trén nha be,” Titty néi nho. “Ma 1a bon cudp
bién trén thuyén cudp bi€n.”

“Chting con & trong [€u ctia minh ntra,” Susan nai.

“Hay l1a minh bt ching lam tu binh di,” Roger dé€ nghi.

“Gio tay 1én,” ntr tac thuyén Amazon vira tw trong T€u thuyén tredng di
ra vira hét.

“Tui bay gio thi ¢d,” thuyén tredng John vira quat 1én dap tra vira chuc
ch'om ddy. Ca hai tén cudp biéhn 14p tirc bin tén.

) “Xo6ng 1én ndo,” John lai hét vang, “trueérc khi ching 14p lai tén. Chim
En mudn nam!”

Trong tich tc bdn thily thdt thuyén Chim En d3 nhdm diy chay bay qua
dwoc nira chwng khoang da't trong.

Hai t€n hai tdc doi non do cua thuyén Amazon phéng ra khoi Téu nghénh
ti€p.

Nhwng ching d€u chia cung xudng da't.

“Hoa dam,” ké trong nhw 1a t€n cam dau ndi to.

“Duwng lai!” thuyén tredng John la 1€n.

Bon nha thdm hi€m thuyén Chim En ding d6i dién hai ni tic thuyén
Amazon. Hai dta Amazon nay déu to con hon hau hét ddm Chim En. Mot
dira lon xdc hon thuy@n truéng John. DPrra kia thi xdm xap cing co. Néu
chang may c6 danh nhau that thi chac 1a ngang tai ngang stec lam day.

Nhwng khong cé cudc giao chi€n nao ca.

“Pam phén trirdc roi hing danh nhé,” ké Amazon ¢Am dau Ién ti€ng.

“Bon nay dam phan v&i t}_li bay ciling c6 ich gi dau trong khi ga sdng
trén nha be gitr thuyén Chim En roi co’ chir,” John ndi.



“Ga trén nha be 4?” nr tic Amazon nho hon héi lai. “Nhwng ong cé
lién quan gi t&'i chuyén nay dau. 6ng la tho dan, va ra't khé gan thoi.”

“Hén ciling khong ma’y than thién v&i bon nay,” John néi.

Susan giat giat tay 4o John. “Né€u nhw ga trén nha be d6 khong cung phe
v&i bon nay,” ¢d bé thi thao, “thi chic bon nay 14 bon da cwdp Chim En, va
chd duy nhit gidu dwoc thuyén 1a & cang thdi. Thuyén bon ching chic
cling dang & ngoai da’y. Vi thé n€u ching chi€m [éu cta ching ta thi chiing
ta c6 th€'18’y cd hai cai thuyén luén.”

“Né&u nhw ong khé chiu véoi bon céu, tot hon hét 1a ching ta dam phan
ngay bay gio di,” tén Amazon I&n tu6i hon néi.

“Thuyén Chim En dau?”

“N6 la chién lgi pham cda bon to, bon to dwa nd ra cang cia bon to&
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roi.

“Cang la cua bon nay chix,” John néi. “Ma ciling cha ich gi cho bon bay
dau. Bon bay lam sao danh lai b6n dira bon nay d€ thoat ra khdi dau nay
ddo duoc. PAu ddo c6 bén cang ndm trong tay bon niy roi, nén ding ra
Amazon mai la chi€n lgii pham, bon nay c6 ca hai con thuyén. Bon bay thi
chi chi€m dwoc ma’y cai [€u cua bon nay thoi.”

Titty 1&n ti&€ng. “Tai sao may mili tén clia hai chj lai gin 16ng xanh vay?
Chéc 1a tén cudp bién sdng trén nha bé cho maYy chij chir gi. May chj chic
chén 1a cuing phe v&i hin roi.”

Con nhdé Amazon bé hon thot 1€n, “Khdng, céi l1ong xanh d6 la chién
loi pham caia bon t& théi. Bon té ty tay gianh 18y day. Ong kia ca't may cdi
16ng chim d¢€ thong tau thudc r'oi bon to 1én 1€n thuyén ctia ong chém di
day.”

Tén 1on tudi hon néi, “Chiing ta cing mot phe ma, t& thd’y danh nhau
chaalng co loi gi.”

“Vay sao cac ngwoi lai xam pham dao ctia ching toi...?”” John hai.

“La ddo cta bon t& chir,” hai dira Amazon nhao nhao.

“Sao lai ctia cac ngwoi dwoe? Pay 1a trai ctia bon tdi ma.”

“Pay la dao cua bon t& bao nhiéu ndm nay r'éi,” ddm Amazon dap. “Ai
dip chd d6t Itta nao? Ai ddnh da'u cang vay hik?”



“Panh dau ki€u gi vay?” John hdi. “Y la danh ddu chéo 1én cdi ciy
ngoai kia a. Ai v€ da'u chéo Ién cdy ma chaamg dworc.”

Con nhd Amazon Ién tu6i hon phd ra cuoi. “D6 chirng t6 ddy mdi 1a
ddo ctia bon t¢&. Bon cdu tham chi con khéng biét bén cang dwoc danh dau
ra sao nwra ma.”

“Biét chir sao khong,” Roger ndi cirng.

John thi im Idng. Cau bi€t ca dam khong ai biét gi ca.

Cudi cung cau bao, “Thoi dwore roi, ching ta dam phan vay. Nhung cac
ngwoi phai ha vii khi, bon t6i cling thé”. Cac ngwoi phai ha co’ xudng, vi co
ctia chiing t6i dd cim trén thuyén Chim En r6i, khong th€ cim bén canh c&
cta cac ngwoi dwoc.”

Nho Amazon 1én tudi hon néi, “Gié n6i pha't co’ phan phat thé” nay ma
ha xud'ng thi ti€c qua. C6 phai la co’ chi treo khong dau. Mot dira trong ddm
bon ciu di xudng cang 187y co trén thuyén 1én diy di, d€ bon minh c6 ca hai
14 co’ cuing tung bay trong khi thwwong théao thi hay bi€t maYy.”

“S€ khong cé danh nhau khi mot ngwoi trong s6” bon toi di 18y co’ chir?”

“Cam doan. Hoa binh. Bon t& s€ bd vii khi xudng day.”

Pam cwdp bi€n Amazon budng cung tén xuéng dat. Roger va Titty
cling dat gido xudng. John va Susan thi cheamg cé thir vii khi gi d€ bd xudng
dat ca.

“Nay thuyén phd,” John ndéi, “cau cir mot thuy tha xudng cang 187y co
clia ta trén thuyén Chim En 1én nhé?”

“Nhanh chan 1én Roger,” thuyén phé Susan bao, doan quay qua ddm
Amazon, “bon c4u thé 13 gi trén nha be s& khong c6 mit & d6 d€ ma bét
thing bé 1am ti binh da’y chi¥?”

“Thé ma,” dm Amazon ddp. “Nhung bon ciu c6 thé 13 thing nhéc s&
khong lam hw hai gi thuyén cta bon t khong? Bon t& da ra't w la can than
voi thuyén ciia cac ciu, voi lai cling chwa dong gi dén ma’y cdi Iéu ctia bon
cu ci. Pang ra bon t& da c6 th€ dé dang dd't trui hay san bing may céi [éu
nay roi.”

“Bon toi th€é,” thuyén tredng John hira.

“Sao minh khdng ddnh ddm thuyén bon chiing va bit chiing 1am tii binh
nhi?” Titty thic mac.



“Con dam phdan 1a con hoa binh,” thuyén tredng John néi. “Pi nhanh
nao, Roger, 18y cdi co trén thuyén Chim En vé, nhung ding c6 dong vao gi
khac day.”

Roger chay bay di. “Ma em giit dao clia bon chiing ddy nay,” thiang bé
hét to.

Con bé 1&n tudi trong ddm Amazon quay qua dira kia.

“Peggy, d0 con ltra,” con bé ndi. “Con dao cia thuyén dau r'oi?”

Peggy, con Amazon nho tuoi hon, Tan tay vao tdi quan dng tim.

“MAa’t r6i. Chdc minh 1am roi né liic nip trong lum cay.”

“Minh dau ¢c6 mudn 18y con dao cua bon ching nhi,” Susan thi tham
voi John.

“Bon t6i s€ tra lai con dao,” John néi lon véi ddm Amazon. “Ngay khi
nguoi ctia bon toi tw bén cang Ve, nd s& d€ lai con dao cung vai céc loai vii
khi khac. Thuc ra bon t6i chang mudn 18’y con dao lam gi cd. Bon tdi ¢6 t&i
ba con dao trén thuyén lan.”

“Ngoai ra con c6 dao d€ cit hop bdo kho, cit banh mi v&i bo nira,”
Susan noi.

“Con dao d6 bac Jim cho bon t& h'di ndm ngodi sau khi bon to danh
bdéng khau than cong trén nha be kia kia,” con nho thu linh bao.

“Vay ké trén nha be 1a bac ctia may chi ha?” Titty hdi. “Em twdng maYy
chi n6i Ong cling la ké thu ctia may chi ma.”

“Ong 1am béc cta bon t& mot thoi gian thoéi,” con nhd Amazon bé hon
tra 1oi. “Nam ngodi Ong la bac, nhung nam nay thi ong lai vé htia v&i ddm
dan ban dia, ma bon thd dan d6 thi ra't 1a khong than thién.”

“Th& dan viing bon em than thién 1&m cor,” Titty bdo. “Ai ciing than
thién hét 4 trir cai O6ng trén nha be thdi... v&i cd ma’y chi nira,” con bé ndi
thém. “Va né€u ong kia la bac ctia may chi thi chdc chin m&’y chj cling ciing
mot giude roi.”

“Murng qua bon to khdng phai thé,” nho 1on tudi dap.

“Im di Titty, doi d&€n ldc dam phéan da,” thuyén tredng John ra Iénh.

Roger quay tré lai v&i 14 co cia Titty trong tay, 18y tir thuyén Chim En.

“Thuyeén ctia tyi n dep 14m,” c4u bé thi tham v&i thuyén phé Susan.

“Giao ndp con dao di,” John bao.



Roger dwa lai con dao va John chit 18y mdt than cay phi nho cao ngay
ven khodng da't tro'ng. Cau got nhon mot dau d€ cim xudng dat. Rdi cau
treo 14 cor do Titty 1am trén dAu con lai, tim chd da't mém, ciu c&m chit cay
co’ xudng ngay canh co hai tac cia ddm Amazon. Poan cdu chui con dao
vao ¢d, gap dao lai, dit cung nhirng cung t€n va gido mac ngdn ngang trén
dat.

“R61 dam phan thoi nao,” ciu néi. Cau ti€n thfmg ve phia ddm Amazon
ma chia tay ra.

“Tén t& 1a John Walker,” cdu ndi, “thuyén tredng thuyén budm Chim
En. Pay 1a Susan Walker, thuyén phé thuyén Chim En. Pay la Titty, thuyén
vién. Con diy 1a Roger, b'oi thu. Thé ding Ay 12 ai?”

Con nhd Amazon 1&n tudi hon bét tay John.

“Té 1a Nancy Blackett, thuyén tredng, dong s& hiru thuyén Amazon,
ndi kinh hoang trén bién ca. Pay 1a Peggy Blackett, thuyén phé va ciling 1a
dong s& htru con thuyén.”

“Tén that cua chi &y khong phai la Nancy dau,” Peggy néi thém vao.
“Tén chj { 1a Ruth kia, nhung bé4c Jim néi 1a ngwdi Amazon tan nhin!!l vo
cung, trong khi thuyén ctia bon t& tén 1a Amazon, con bon t& l1a nhitng
cwdp bién trén ving sdng Amazon, nén bon t& phai doi lai tén cda chi &y.
Béac Jim cho bon t& con thuyén nay h'6i nim ngodi. Con tredc d6 bon t&
chi c6 thuyén cheo thoi a.”

Nancy Blackett quic mét dir torn. “Lai nhai nira 14 tao d4nh cho dd’y nhé
Peggy.”

“Bon nay chéc chin 1a cling phe v&i tén cudp bién trén nha be kia roi,”
Titty néi. “Moi ngwdi cé nghe tha’y ching bdo 1a hin da cho chiing con
thuyén khong?”

“Chuyén nim ngodi roi,” Nancy néi. “Nim ngodi 6ng dé thwong 14m.
Con nam nay 6ng ta xau tinh hon ca dam thd dan.”

“Ng'6i hét xuéng di nhi?” Susan dé€ xuét. “T¢ cho thém mdt hai ciy cii
vao do'ng Ira d€ dun lai #'m nwéec nhé? Am con it tra day.”

“Bon nay khdng can uéng tra dau, cdm on,” Nancy néi. “Nhwng cir st
dung chd do't Itka cia bon té néu mudn.”

“La cta bon em chir,” Roger noi.



“Ng6i xudng di nao,” thuyén phé Susan bao.

Hai bén ngdi bét xudng quanh ddm I¥a vin con 4m i. Susan qud 1a
ding. Ngo61 xudng thé” nay thi mudn hung hang ciing khé khan hon 1a khi
ding.

“Trwdc hét,” Nancy Blackett cat loi. “Cac cdu d&€n vung bi€n nay ldc
nao?”

“Bon t6i phat hién ra viing bi€n nay gan mdt thang truedc.”

“Vay céc cau dit chan 1én dao an dau ti€n l1a khi nao?”

“Nhréu ngay nay roi.”

“A.” Nancy Blackett néi tiép. “Ching t& chio doi trén bo Amazon,
dong s6ng do ra dai dwong nay. Bon t& da dé€n hon dao nay bao nhiéu nim
nay roi.”

“Trwde kia bon té thwong chéo ghe ra diy cho dén khi bac Jim cho bon
t& thuyén Amazon,” Peggy néi. “Bon t& thwong cip vao cdi chd bon té tim
tha’y thuyén ctia cac cdu i, cho d&n khi bon t& phdt hién ra cdi cang. Nam
nao bon t¢ cling dung trai & day hét.”

“E nay,” Nancy Blackett n6i. “Th¢ tén ctia hon dao nay la gi?”

“Bon tdi van chwa dit tén cho nd,” John dap.

“N6 la dao Meo Hoang. Bac Jim goi vay daYy, vi day l1a ddo thudc vé
bon t& ma. Nhw thé” chirng td cho cac ciu thd’y ddo nay la cha ai roi day
nhé.”

“Nhung gio’ n6 1a dao cta bon t6i r'oi,” John néi. “Khi bon t6i dén thi
ddo dau c6 ai &, r'oi bon t6i dyng [€u & day, cac ciu dau the€ cir dudi bon toi
di dwoc.”

Titty xen vao.

“Thé& bac Jim c6 phai cudp bien gidi nghé khong?” con bé hodi. “Em
nhin 1a em biét ngay 6ng ay la cwdp bién.”

Nancy Blackett ngAm nghi mot lic. “Dworc vy thi hay cho dng ta qua,”
cudi cung no cung noi.

“Nhwng ma,” Titty ndi, “ma’y chi cling 1a cwdp bién ludn.”

“bé6 la ly Ado vi sao Ong ta ghét chling t&. Ong ta chic hin 1a thuyén
tredng Flint. Ong ta bi€t cuwedp bi€n 1a gi. Ong ta bi€t sé ¢ ngay ong ta phai



bwdc qua van tau clia minh roi xudng bi€n khi bon t& chi€m dwoc thuyén
ctia ong ta.”

“Tui em gidp strc cho,” Roger noi.

“Ong ta ghét bon t6i,” thuyén trwdng John néi. “Ong ta kich dong ddm
thd dan chdng lai bon nay.”

“Th& minh lam d6ng minh di,” Nancy Blackett ri, “cé nhw vay thi hon
ddo nay thudc ve ai ciling chaalng con quan trong ntra. Ching ta s€ lién minh
chong lai thuyén tredng Flint va moi ki€u thG dan trén toan thé gidi.”

“Trir m&’y thd dan than thié€n véi bon em,” Titty noi.

“Lam d'6ng minh thoi,” Peggy néi. “Thuc ra thi ching t& da mudn lam
d6ng minh ngay tr hom qua khi thdy khéi bdc 1én tor hon ddo roi kia.
Ching t& ngdn dim thS dan 1&m réi. Va ching t&¢ mudn thanh mot phe
ngay lap tirc kia, n€u khong vi da hira phai vé nha an tra. D6 1a 1y do
chiing t& chi cho thuyén long vong quanh ddo giwong co’ 1én thach thire cac
cau. Ching c6 thoi gian 1am gi khédc. The réi ching t& vé nha.”

“Bon nay da theo ddi cdc cau tw bén kia ma’y hon dao 1on canh Rio ay,”
Susan noi.

“Rio ha?” Nancy hoi lai. “Rio w? Oi thoi thi néu nhw cdc ciu dong
van goi hon ddo nay 1a ddo Meo Hoang thi ching t& s&€ chAp nhan Rio vay.
Tén cling hay daYy.”

“P&o Meéo Hoang ciing hay ma,” John lich sy dap I€.

“Nhung lam thé nao ma cac ciu nhin thdy ching t& tw bén kia ving
dao gan Rio khi ma chdng t& bd céac cdu lai day vay,” Peggy hoi.

“Bon t6i 14i Chim En dudi theo,” John dép.

“Troi da't,” Nancy Blackett thot 1én, “lo mat co hoi roi. Néu ma biét
thi bon t& da ké hong thuyén cho t&i khi mot trong hai thuyén chim, du ¢c6
phdi tré gior dn trwra cling dworc.”

Peggy Blackett lai luyén thuyén. “R'6i hdm nay ching t& quay lai d€
quan sat cac ciu. Ching t& ddy tw to mo’ sang va cheéo thuyén t&i sat dao,
khong tha’y khéi bdc 1én nén cit twdng cdc ciu dd bd di mat tidu roi. Chic
la Iic d6 bon cdu dang ngl. R'6i ching t& phat hién ra con thuyén cfa cac
ciu & ngay bai cap. Ching to ti€p tuc chéo dé€n vinh Tra ma dung bira di€m
tam th hai tai dd’y, mot bira dang hoang v&i cé tra dd'y nhé. Bra thir nhat
chi la chdo ngudi cuing ma’y lat banh mi kep t6i qua chi b&p dwa cho thoi.



R6i ching t& bo doc bor, thdy mdt nguoi trong sd cac ciu tw dau do trén
thuyén quay vé. May ngudi khac thi dang tim. R'6i ching t& tha’y ca bon
cac ciu bi€n ma't tiéu, the 1a ching t& lai bo vEé phia thuyén ciia minh ma
chay thealng sang cang. Cang chzatng cé ai. R6i chiing t& lai bo qua ma’y cai
bui cay trén ddo, quan sat tham thinh, thdy cac cdu dang ng'6i quanh ddm
Itra trai, ching t& thao con thuyén cda cac cdu dem gidu bén cang. R6i
chiing t& quay lai dinh s€ bat ngo tdn cong. Khi cic ciu phat hién ra mat
thuy@én, ta't cd moi ngwoi déu chay do vEé phia bdi cdp ay, ching t& da 1én
qua chi€m 14y trai cla cic cdu, Nancy lic d6 néi ring chic khé ma lam
ddng minh v&i cdc ciu...”

“Con dé Peggy kia, théi ngay cho,” Nancy Blackett néi. “Bé qua cho
thuyén phé ciia t& nhé,” con bé néi véi thuyén tredng John. “Né 18m mom
1&m.”

“A, Nancy néi rang cudc dot kich cia ching t& qud chuah nén bon minh
s€ phai 1a ké thu ctia nhau thoi, con té thi bao t& phat ngdy thu véi cha dich
roi, nao la tho dan roi nao la bac Jim nam nay khé &...”

“Thuy@én tredng Flint chir,” Nancy noi.

“DAu sao di ntra, néu chj 4y ma khong nhé dén trdo dam dam phan phan
thi chic cdc ciu cling bi€n thanh the dan mat roéi, dén sudt doi sudt ki€p
mat,” Peggy c noi.

“Sao ma dwgc chir,” Titty phan doi.

“Di nhién 1a khong r'6i,” dén lwot Nancy. “Lam hai tdc hay cwdp bién
vui hon chr. T xin @€ nghi lién quan nao.”

“Sao khong nhi,” thuyén tredng John 1én ti€ng.

“Y té 1a,” Nancy Blackett néi, “lam dong minh chdng lai ta't ca cac ké
thu khéc, dic biét bac Jim - tirc 1a thuyén tredng Flint &y. Nhwng phai la
ki€u ddng minh ma n€u mudn thi van c6 the ddnh 14n nhau co.”

“Thé& ma la d6ng minh gi,” Titty ndi, “la hiép wdc thoi, hiép wdc tin
cOng va phong thu. Trong sach lich st ¢6 ddy ra day.”

“Phai r'6i,” Nancy Blackett néi, “phong thi trede ké thii chung va da
ki€u giao chi€n voi nhau khi nao muén.”

“Purgee thodi,” thuyén tredng John gat gu.

“Thé cac cau c6 mi€ng gid’y va cay bt chi nao khong?” Nancy hai.



“Em c6 day,” Titty n6i, roi chay bi€n vao [€u thuyén ph6é mang ra trang
gidy tr cudn nhat ky hang hai cing mau bt chi.

Nancy nhan 14y va bit dau viét:

“T6i, thuyén tredng John cta thuyén Chim En, va tdi, thuyén tredng
Nancy cda thuyén Amazon, cung ky dwdi day thda thuan thanh 14p mot hiép
wdc phong thu va tdn cong, thay mat cho thuyén cung toan th€ thuy thu
doan. Ky tén va dong dau, tai ddo Méo Hoang vao cdi thang Tam nam
1929.”

R'6i con bé chuyén manh gid’y cho ma’y dira kia.

“Nhin cling tam 6n,” thuyén tred'ng John bao.

“L€ ra phai ghi 1a ‘thdng Tam’ thay vi ‘cdi thang Tam’,” Titty n6i, “ma
chi cling quén ghi kinh d6 vi dd vao roi. Nguoi ta thwong ghi la liét &y
ma.”

Nancy Blackett 13y lai tor gidy, gach bd twr “cdi” trwdc tw “thang”, roi
sau twr “ddo” thi vi€t thém “Vi do 7 Kinh d6 200.”

“Lé& ra chiing ta phai ky bing mdu kia,” con bé néi, “nhung thoi biit chi
cting khong sao.”

John cam gid’y ky 1én d6, “John Walker, thuyén tredng.”

Nancy ky ngay bén, “Nancy Blackett, cwdp bi€n Amazon.”

Hai thuyén treéng bt tay nhau.

Peggy néi, “R'6i, hoa binh tr hom nay, thé” day.”

Susan moi, “Chéc cic cdu mudn mot chiit keo bo’ cirng chit nhi?”

“Mat mia ma,” Titty n6i thém.

Peggy dap, “Lic chi€m trai ching t& ¢6 tha'y ma’y thir d6, nhwng chiing
t& khong dong dén. Chiing t& cling mudn dn mot chiit 1m, néu nhw cic ciu
con thwra.”

Nancy néi, “Hay minh khui mot thing rum Jamaica di nhi. Bon nay c6
mdt binh tuyét cd meo trén thuyén aYy. Ta ra cang 18y di nao. Ngon vo6 cling
nhé. C6 liic chj b&p nha bon t& ciling dé thwong vo cling, du chi Ay 13 thd
dan. Chj &y goi rworu nay la nwdc chanh.”
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Lién minh

'bAM thily thi Chim En va héi tic Amazon ciing di vé cang mit phia
Nam hon ddo. Lo1 din xudng cang gior da thanh dwong mon roi, mic du ca
bon van phai lom khom chui qua tin ciy hay gidm 1én nhitrng bui gai va vet
canh m& 16i. Trong vinh nhd, hai con thuyén dang nim st nhau, mdi
thuy€n duoc kéo hén 1én bo. Amazon nhd nhén tinh x40, van thuyén la loai
gd thdng dwoc son béng. Amazon méi hon Chim En nhiéu, dai cling c&
nhung khong rong bing. Ngay chan cdt budm, chd gitta cdt budm va hoc
Xi&m, 12 mot thiing nhd bang gb i ddnh béng.

Hoc xi&m khién Roger thic mic.

“Cai thir to to choc thaalng xudng ngay gitra thuyén la gi th&"a?”’ né hoi.

“D6 1a hoc xi€m day,” Peggy dap lai.

“Nhung xi€m la gi co?”

“La song thuyén bang sét, bon chi c6 th€ ha xudng nwde khi di ngwoc
gi6. Khi chay dau gi6 hay trong ving nwdc néng thi bon chi ¢6 thé€ kéo n6
1én cdt vao cai hoc kia,” Nancy ddp. “Vay chir cac cau lam th& nao d¢€ lai
thuyén nguoe gié ma khong cé né nhi?”

“Chim En chay tot khi nguoc gi6,” thuyén tredng John néi. “Ciing ¢
song thuyén siu chung tAc redi da'y, nhung né & yén mot chd, thé’ nén bon
nay chaalng ¢an phai ¢6 hoc xi€m chodn chd long thuyén lam gi.”

“Bac Jim - tic 1a thuyén tredng Flint { - ndi 1a né€u khong ¢6 xi€m dé
thi thuyén ch:flng chay dwgrc dau,” Nancy noi.

“Nhu thé chi chirng té 1a Ong ta chzamg biet gi vé Chim En ci,” thuyén
tredng John bao.

“Con cai thung d6 d€'1am gi?” Roger lai hoéi thém.



“Pdng ra 1 lu chita nwde, vi ddm thd dan chd bon chij cho 13 nwdc trong
h'6 khong th€ uéng dwoc,” Peggy tra 1oi. “Nhung bon chi uéng nwde h'd
ludn &y ma, di nhi€n khong udng tryc ti€p, ma dun soi 1€n pha tra thodi, nén
bon chi dung lu nwéc lam chum dyng thiec u6ng nham nhi. Lic nay trong
&y c6 mén di 1dm nhé.”

“Bon minh khuan n6 v€ trai nao,” Nancy Blackett d€ nghi.

“Chéc ning 14m nhi?” Susan hai.

“Néu khuan ki€u ctia bon t& thi khong dén ndi ning diu,” Nancy noi.
“Chiing t& méc né vao mdi chéo roi khiéng di. D6 1a cach dé nhat. Nao,
Peggy, phu mot tay nao.”

M4&y dira thuyén Amazon luc tuc leo Ién thuyén. Nancy 18y s¢i thing &
dudi thuyén roi thit mot nit thong long phia dau diy. Poan né va Peggy
khé né€ van cdi thung Ién tyra trén mép miii thuyén. John va Susan giw thung
yén d6, trong khi ddm Amazon nhay 1én bo’ mang theo s¢i thing ciing mot
mai cheo. Nancy trong nut thong long vao mot dau thung ma thit lai that
chat d¢€ thung khong bi tudt di. Ri né vong hai vong thing qua madi cheo
roi tha soi thirng xudng xuyén qua vong thét, vong lai quanh d4u kia thiing,
thit thém mot git nira tai dau dd’y, roi quan hai vong qua mdi chéo, va lai
thong xudng, thit thit chit.

“S&n sang chwa, Peggy?” Nancy hdi.

“Sén sang,” Peggy dap.

“Hai, ba nao,” thuyén tredng Nancy hd to. Ching nhd’c mai chéo 1én,
mdi dAu mai chéo gic 1én vai mot dira. C4i thuing dwoc treo chic chin dudi
mai chéo gitra hai dira.

“Budc déu, budc!” Nancy ho to, hai tén hai tic Amazon budc déu ra
khoi cang di doc theo 167 mon xuyén qua ring cay.

“Khiéng thé& nay thi nhe bing ha,” Peggy gidi thich. “Pay 1a cdch ma
moi cudp bien déu st dung d€ khiéng nhirng thiing rwou ndng va ca kho
bdu, hodc 1a bat ky th gi tw thuyén 1én bo.”

Susan, Titty va Roger di cung hai dra. Thuyén tredng John ding doi
trong cang. C4u van dang nghi dén nhirng gi bon Amazon néi vé viéc ddnh
dau bén cang. Chinh xac thi bon né ¢6 y gi nhi? Ping 1a cu c6 nhin thay
dau chéo trén mdm ciy cut & ngay b, nhung khi ciu néi rang bat ky ai
cling c6 th€ danh da'u Ién nhw vay thi Nancy Blackett lai bao diéu d6 chirng



td cdu chang biét cang nay dwoe ddnh ddu nhw the nao. Hir, ddnh da'u nhw
th& nao nhi? C4u nhin quanh. G&c cAy cut mang ddu chéo mau tring & kia.
Nhung céau chéng thd’y thir gi khac trong nhw la dwoe danh dau ca. Trén
maYy tang da cheamg c6 dau vét gi, con trén cdy cau khong thdy thém dau
nao khac. Cau cang tha'y n€ bon Amazon hon. Bon nay c6 vé ranh ré ra't
nhiéu thir, lai con la nhirng thdy thu cwr khoi. L€ ra cdu phai hdi bon chiing,
ay th& nhung, trén cwong vi thuyén tredng, da'y khong phai l1a diéu ciu
mudn hdi. Cdu nhin quanh Tan cudi roi voi dudi theo ma’y dira kia.
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John bét kip ngay liic ca bon di vao noi cdm trai. PAm Amazon ha mdi
cheo trén vai xudng va dat cdi thung canh hai cdy co. R6i chiing chém vai
hon da dwdi hai bén thiing d€ voi trén thung cach mat da't mot khoang.

“Bon t& quén mang theo c6c roi,” Peggy noi.

“Bon nay cé ca 16 16¢ day,” Susan bao, roi cung Titty dem cdc trong
[éu ra.

“Bon em mang theo sdu céi c6¢ tw nha di,” Titty néi, “phong khi bi vor
a'y ma, may la bon em chwa lam b€ cdi nao hét.”

“Ching t& cling ¢c6 may cdi hii trén thuyén,” Peggy noéi. “Trong cling
giong ma’y cai nay thoi.”

Con bé ché& nwde vao ddy cac cdc. Trong ldc d6 thi Nancy Blackett
ng 01 moOt minh, tram tw suy nghi. N6 nhén 18y coc do Roger mang dén, roi
voi 18y mdt cyuc mat mia trong tdi khi Titty moi, nhwng, trong mét lic, nd
dwdng nhw ching nhin thdy ai hét.

Cudi cung nd Ién ti€ng, “Pung ra thi ching ta phai nang ly vi 14 co’ hai
tac, vi dau lau va xwong xau, vi vinh quang va chét choc va vi mot tram
nghin dong xu bac. Nhung ma cac cdu khong phai la cwdp bién, nén chiing
ta khong th€ nang ly cho nhitng diéu d6. Ma hay udng ming viéc gieo ric
hoang mang 1én nhirng ké thu cua ching ta...”

“Tén cudp bién va con vet,” Titty ndi.

“Ga nha be,” thuyén tredng John nai.

“C6 r'6i,” Nancy noi, “t& nghi ra roi. Chim En va Amazon mudn nim,
thuyén tredng Flint tiéu doi!”

“Chim En va Amazon muén nim,” Peggy lip lai, “bac Jim tiéu doi!”

“Thuy@én tredng Flint chir, con dd't ddc can mai,” thuyén tredng Nancy
bao.

M4’y dira kia déu ho ding, k€' ca Roger.

“Can nao,” thuyén tredng Nancy néi 1on.

D6 qua that 1a thir nwdc chanh ngon nhat ma ca bon héi tic va nhirng
nha thdm hi€m tng dwgc nhap tw tred'c d€n nay.

“Em chua ting né€m qua thir rum nao ngon nhw vay,” thuyén vién Titty
1én ti€ng.



“Ngon that,” thuyén tredng Nancy phu hoa. “Ca mat mia ctia cac ciu
cling ngon ntra.”

Keo bo 1am ta 4 khau, nén trong mot lic ching dtra nao néi 18y mot 15:.

Cudi cung Titty I1én ti€ng, “Thuyén tredng Flint 1dy con vet & dau ra
vay?”

Peggy Blackett nudt nhanh mi€ng mit mia ma mé mém ngay 14p tic:
“B4c 4y mua con vet & Zanzibar. Bic Ay da di khip th& gidi roi da’y nhé.
Me néi h'6i nhd bac &y quay phd nhat nha, th& 1a bi g&ti qua Nam My.
Nhung bac dau c6 chiu & yén d6. Bac di t& tung. Nam ngoai bac quay vé
ndi la di da réi, gio muén on dinh cudc sdng. Me la em géi clia bac 4y ma.
Nhwng bac ldc nao ciing thich & ngoai bi€n. Nén bac mua lai can nha be,
h'6i ndm ngodi ching t& & trén &y luén. Nam ngodi bac &y la d6ng bon cia
bon t& va bon t& cing dong budm day dé véi bac trén thuyén Amazon. R6i
béac cho bon t& thuyén Amazon con bac thi lai 1én dwong tredc mua dong.
Nam nay khi quay lai bac bdo cé hgp dong gi d6 nén s€ vi€t sach, roi sudt
muia h¢ bac sdng trén nha be, nhung thay vi boii thuyén cting bon t& thi bac
lai vé htia v&i ddm thd dan. Ching t& cling da lam dd moi cach d€ thirc tinh
bac 2. Ch:flng tdc dung gi sa't. Bac thdm chi con bdo me ndi chiing t& d€
bac dwoc yén. Me bdo chiing t& rang bac dang viét sach nén cin dwgc yén
tinh mot minh. Nhung bon t& thi nghi viéc viét sdch dau phai 1a 10i cia bac
4y, nén bon t& phai cho bac &y biét bon to cheamg 18y d6 ma nghi xau gi
cho bac ca. Nhung béc t& khong vui chidt nao, ca khi bon t& ngd loi dén &
trén nha be voi bac. Cudi cung thi bac cdm ching té khéng dwgc bén mang
dén gan nwa.”

“Bdi the ching té phai canh ching cho dén khi Ong 1€n bo’ thi bon nay
tréo 1én nha bé ma 18y may cong 16ng xanh d€ lam miii tén ddy,” Nancy
tiép 151, “cot 1a d& cho Sng thay thoi. Ong ci't ma’y cong 1ong &y trong lo
de’ thong tau thuéc a4y ma.”

“Ma cling ti€c qua di thoi,” Peggy néi thém. “Chiing t& dang day cho
con vet ndi cau ‘Dong an tam’, d€ nd thanh con vet hai tadc ngoan cho bon
to mang dén ddo Meéo Hoang. N6 chi néi dugc ‘Polly xinh dep’ thoi a. N6i
thé thi c6 ich gi. Ma ngwdi ta hay néi 1a loai vet xanh néi khong gidi bang
vet xam dau.”

“Phai em bao em ting nghi ong la cwdp bi€n gidi nghé ding khéng?”
Nancy quay sang hoi Titty.



“U,” Titty dap.

“Vay thi 6ng c6 con vet chi biét néi ‘Polly xinh dep’ chic ciing ddng
th6i. N6i dwore gi khac lai lam Ong 10 than phan ma't &y chi.”

“HOm qua Ong ta nd sing vao thuy€n cédc ciu thit khong?” thuyén
tredng John hoi. “Bon nay thdy khéi bdc 1én va nghe mot ti€ng am 1on
18m.”

“Khong phai ong dau; l1a bon t& ddy,” thuyén trudng Nancy dap.
“Ching t& chéo thuyén vao vinh di quanh nha bé r6i nhin qua cta sO
phong ldi. Béc... a khdng, thuyén tredng Flint dang ngt. Ching t& thady
ong. Thé& 1a chiing t& 18y m6t que phdo bdng loai chdy xéo xéo roi nd céi
dung &Yy, ching t& dit né trén néc budng 1di, chAm Itra, r'oi 14i thuyén chay
di. Ching t& chi vira di khud't thi n6é nd. Chiing t& d€ danh cay phao nay tw
dip m6ng ndm thang Mwdi mot ndm ngodi cor, nhwng né van con ngon lanh
14m. N& to dén thé co ma.”

“«O day bon em con nghe dwgc,” Roger bao. “Poang 16 to.”

“Chéc 12 dng kia ndi d6a chir gi,” Nancy néi.

“Ong ta déng trén boong thuyén di d nim ddm khi bon nay cho
thuyén hwdng vé dao Rio duoi theo cac cdu &y,” John néi, “ma khi d6 la
mai sau nay roi kia.”

“Thoi, bay gio thi tdt ca ching ta dang cé chién tranh véi 6ng ta r'6i,”
Nancy no6i. “Mot ngay nao d6 chung ta s€ danh chi€m nha be. Cung nhau ra
tay thi d& ot &y ma. Chim En cip mot bén va Amazon mot bén. Ong ta dau
the’ cing mot lic ¢6 mat & hai bén boong dwgrc. R6i ching ta s€ ra di€u
kién cho 6ng ta. Hodc la 6ng ta phai sdng chét c¢6 nhau véi bon minh nhw
hé nam ngoai, hodc la phai budc qua van cho roi xudng bien.”

“T6t nhat 1a cho dng ta bwdc qua van roi xudng bien,” thuyén vién
Titty ndi. “R6i ching ta s€ 18y hét cua cai cia 6ng ta ma mua mot con tau
that to, sdng trén tau muodn doi mudn ki€p va chu du vong quanh thé’ gidi.”

“Ching ta cling c¢6 th€ di dén tan ving Bi€én Pong ma tham bd ntra,”
Susan noi.

“Chuing ta c6 th€ kham pha thém nhttng ving da't mdi,” Titty noi.
“Chau My dau d3 12 ta't cd. Chdc chin con nhiéu noi khdc chwa dwgre khdm
pha ma.”



“R0i chiing ta s€¢ d&€n Zanzibar, mang vé ca mot thuyén day vet, loai
xam 4%, liu la Iiu 16 dén 1a vui,” Peggy noi.

“Thém khi ntra,” Roger néi.

“Em thich nha't vet xanh co’,” Titty gidy nay.

“Nay nay,” Nancy Blackett néi, “ching ta dang quén ma't cdi thda thuan
hoa dam nay r'6i dd'y. Ching ta dau th€ lic nao cling ddanh nhau v&i thuyén
tredng Flint. Nhwng ching ta c6 the tap dwot. Ching ta khong dwoe danh
didm thuyén ctia nhau...”

“Khong k& nao dwge danh ddm thuyén Chim En,” Roger hing hd.

“Puoc ro1,” Nancy On ton, “dau ai mudn lam thé” dau. Nhung s€ 1a mot
cdch tap luyén t6t néu bon nay thi ddnh chi&m thuyén Chim En, con bon
cu thi chi€m thuyén Amazon. Bén nao thing s& 1a tau chi huy. Ham doi
bao gio’ ciing ¢6 chi€c chi huy ma. Néu bon ciu chi€m dwoc Amazon thi
Chim En s& 1a tau chi huy va thuyén treédng John sé 1a dd doc. Néu nhw
bon t& doat dwoc Chim En thi Amazon sé 1a thuyén chi huy, va t& s& 1a do
do'c. Bat dau tir ngay mai.”

“Va khi da nga ngi, chiing ta s€ 1én dwong danh chi€m nha be,” Titty
noi.

“Nhwng ma,” John 1én tiéng, “cic ciu biét noi bon nay d&€ Chim En, vi
cac cau bi€t bon nay & day. N&u bon nay khdng canh gitr thuyén, cac ciu
c6 th€ 18y n6 dé qua roi. Trong khi d6 bon nay lai cheamg bi€t cac ciu gidu
Amazon & dau ca.”

“HOm qua cac cdu thay ching t& di dau r'oi ma.”

“Bon nay chi thdy cdc ciu di qua cdi doi da't phia bo Tay thoi a.”

“A, néu cdc cdu di qua doi da't d6 thi s& tha'y mot cira séng. La song
Amazon ddy. Cach d6 khdong xa bén htru ngan, tirc 1a td ngan né€u nhw cac
cau chéo nguwoc tir cudi h'd 1én, c6 mot nha thuyén. Nha thuyén xay bang
d4, c6 mdt cdi dAu lau va hai khiic xwong chéo to diing bing gd ma chiing
t& cot phia triede. Trong nha thuyén d6 ¢ mot cai xu'dng may, ma cac ciu
nhat thi€t khong dwoc ro t&i vi né la cua dan & day, ¢c6 cd mdt chiéc
thuyén cheéo va chiéc Amazon nita khi né nam nha. Gio cdc cdu biét roi
day.”

“Chor da nao,” John néi, “T¢ ¢d tAm ban d6 day.”



CAu 16i ra cudn hwdng dan va mé tdi trang ¢ ban d6 cho thd’y sudt
chiéu dai h'6. Nancy Blackett chi cho ciu song Amazon. Trén ban d6 dong
song nay mang tén khac. John dwa cho con nho mau biit chi.

“Pdnh dia'u vao chd nha thuyén di,” ciu bao.

Thuyeén tredng Nancy dung biit chi ddnh did'u vao ding chd.

“Pay s€ chi 1a mdt chuyé&n danh dp cudp thuyén thodi nhé,” Nancy ndi.
“Hai bén d6ng y ring ai thing cudc ciling phai gilt gin cAh than thuyén bén
kia nhw 1a gitv gin thuyén ctia minh daYy.”

“Bon t& sé thing thdi,” Peggy néi. “Nancy d néi dwoe 13 1am dwoc.”

“PEroi coi,” thuyén tredng John bao.

“BAt d4u tir ngy mai,” thuyén tredng Nancy néi.

“Nay may cau,” Susan hd I1én, “hay la minh clung an trwa tredrc khi hét
chd nwde chanh nay nhi?”

“Rum Jamaica cht,” Titty trach.

“Chting t& ¢6 nhiéu banh mi sandwich 14m,” Peggy reo Ién.

“Con bon nay thi ¢6 bo kho,” Susan ndi, “va ca cd moi nira. Bon nay da
an h&t banh nwdng nhan thit, ngay mai mdi lai ¢6.”

“Ti€c la bon em chwa di cau ca,” Titty néi. “N&éu khong thi da c6 the
moi may chi mén cd map chién réi cling nén.”

“Bon t¢& cling thich cd moi ma,” Peggy dép 1€.

Khu trai chon ron 1én. Peggy, thuyén phé thuyén Amazon, cé vé nhu
cling phu trach ndu nwdng trén thuyén, nhw Susan, thuyén phd thuyén
Chim En vay. V&i su hd tror déc Iwc caa Titty va Roger, ca bon ling xing
chuan bj d6 an. Bon nho cha't thém cti vao dam Ira va thoi bung Ita 1én de€
dun nwdc. Ching quy€t dinh td't nhat 1a dung nwdc s6i d€ rira bat va pha tra
phong treong hop thing regu khéng cdm cy dwore 1au. R6i nao la phai
khui may hop cd moi voi hop bo khd, roi phai dem banh mi sandwich va
mot 6 banh ngot dwdi thuyén Amazon 1én.

Ban dau ca hai vi thuyén tredng khong dong tay dong chan gi, chi quan
sat hoat dong ctia ddm thuyén vién.

Sau cung John m&i Ién ti€ng, “Nghe nay, thuyén tredng Nancy, t& hy
vong la cdu s€ gidi thich cho t& nghe vé cach danh dad'u cang.”



“Thyc ra ciing don gian thdi, thuyén tredng John a,” Nancy dap. “Pi

voi t& roi té chi cho cdu thdy trong khi ddm thuy thd ctia chidng ta chuan bi
0 an.”

Hai dra cung di ra cang, trén duwong di c6 gip Peggy dang khé né bé
mot gid ddy banh ngot va banh mi. Khi dén cang thi chi con lai hai dira,
thuyén tredng John 14y 1am mirng 14m. Cau di theamg dén goc cay c6 dau
gach chéo.

“T'¢ nhin thd'y ngay dd'u nay,” ciu ndi.

“Nhung cdu c6 nhin ra cdi nao khac ntra dau,” thuyén tredng Nancy
ti€p. “P6 1a vi ching t& 1a cwedp bi€n Amazon nén ddu vét cda ching t&
phéi bi mat. Cé mot da'u thoéi ma khdng cé dau con lai thi cling nhw khong,
trong khi cai da'u con lai 8y chaalng dworc viet vé ra dau het.”

“Vay thi 1a da'u thé' nao ch?” John hdi.

Thuyeén tredng Nancy ngdi xOm ma vé 1€n bai cat mot hinh ban nguyét.
“Vi du day la cang nhé,” con bé gidi thich, “con day la nhirng tang da lon
phia ngoai.” Con bé vira néi vira x€p vai vién da ang chuwng theo vi tri
nhirng khdi dd bén ngoai cang. “Cau mudn di vao ch gi. Pay nhé, mot
dwong thaalng nhw thé nay s€ dwa cau thgng qua may vich da ma khong tong
vao tang dad nao ca. Ké cai duong thealng dai thém chit ntra, vao tan trong
cang 1én d&n bai cat. Cac ddu hiéu clia ciu phai ndm trén duong ké AYy. Coi
nhwr day l1a dd'u d4u tién nhé.” Con bé cim mot nhanh ciy xudng. “La céi
gbc ciy c6 v&t danh dau trén d6. Gio thi ciu tim thém bat ck thr gi khac
ma ciu c6 th& nhin thay tr ddu hiéu d4u tién nay va cling nidm trén dwong
theamg. C6 th€ 1a bat cir thir gi. N&u ciu da biét né 1a gi roi thi khdng can
phai danh da'u ntra. R'6i khi cAu mudn tw ngoai di vao cang thi cau chi viéc
gitt cho hai ddu hidu d6 thing hang sau tredc v&i nhau. Chirng nao con lam
dwoc nhw thé thi cdu van s& nam trén cai dwong thaalng dwa clu di qua may
vach d4 an toan th6i. Ngay cd khi myc nwde h'6 - & mye nwdc bién chir -
dang cao, lic d6 maYy tang d4 bi chim dwdi mit nwde roi, thi ciu van c6 thé
chéo vao ma khdéng can phai nhin ngd gi dén ma’y ting da kia né€u ctr git
cho hai diém danh dau theamg hang v&i nhau.”

“A.” thuyeén trwdng John am .

“Lén thuyén Amazon di, r'oi t& s€ dwa thuyén ra ngoai ma chi cho ciu.”



John budc 1én thuyén Amazon. Nancy Blackett day thuyén ra r'oi 1di xa
hin bén ngoai mady tang da, ra ngoai khoi. Poan, ng6i phia dudi thuyén
khua khua madi chéo, né quay thuyén vong lai d€ hwdng thang dé€n hon dao.

“R61,” con bé ndi, “cau co6 nhin thdy cédi goc cay c6 danh da'u khong?”

“ThaYy,” John ddp. “T& thay cdi dAu d6 16 1dm. C4i goc cay thi hoi khé
nhin ra trén né€n bai cat. Cung mot mau ma.”

“Bdi vy chiing t& m&i phai son cdi dd'u 1én,” Nancy néi. “R6i, gio’ cau
nhin I&én phia trén bén tay phai mot chiit, cau s€ thdy céi cay chac ba, ngay
duwoi chac 1a mot méng vo 16 bj troc ra roi &y. Tha'y khong?”

“U, thay.”

“Do 1a cai dau thir hai. Chd minh dang dkng nay thi gita ching ta va
cang toan la da khéng da’y. Nhung, néu t& dwa thuyén nhich t&i mét chiit,
cau s€ thay la cdi nhanh cay do ti€n dan veé phia cai dau noi goc ciy, cho
toi ldc hai di€m nhép lai 1am mot. Khi d6 minh ¢ thé” ma tién theamg Vao.
Khi nao tha’y hai di€m nhap lai lam mot thi ho 1én nhé.”

“Chiing thang hang réi kia,” thuyén treémng John hé to.

“Puwoc roi,” thuyén trudng Nancy néi. “Gid, t& s& chang ¢an nhin t&i
nhin lui gi nita. T& s& cit th& ma chéo, mit nhin xudng long thuyén thoi.
Con ciu phai doi theo hai cdi dau dé, khi nao thay ching khong nhap vao
nhau thi bdo ngay cho t&.”

No6i r6i con bé ché¢o thuyén Iién tay tor phia du6i thuyén, va thuyén
Amazon ti€n vé phia may vach da.

“Chac cay bi chéch sang bén phai gbc cay roi,” John ho Ién.

Nancy van cheo, hoi chuyén hwedng. “Gio thi thé nao r6i?” con bé hoi.

“Thgng lam mot.”

Con bé cheo ti€p.

“Chac cay chéch sang trai... thflng lai r01... chéch sang trai... thgng...
sang phai... thflng.”

Nancy chéng ¢4n nhin 1én, nhung vin diéu chinh huéng thuyén mdi Mn
John néi hai di€m khong trung nhau. Thuyén Amazon lwét di gitra nhirng
tang da va cudi cung vao dwgc trong cang.

“T&i noi,” John néi. “Cwr qua.”



“Pon gian thoéi ma,” thuyén tredng Nancy dap. “Thuyén truedng Flint
chi cho bon t& dd’y, ndm ngoai khi 6ng &y con la bac Jim, trede khi bién
thanh bon xau dy. Moi hdi cang déu dworc danh dau nhw thé, bﬁng hai
di€m, chi ra cach hwdng 14i vao bén d6. That sy thi dwong nhién nguoi ta
phai treo dén trén cac diém &Yy, d€ thuyén vao cang ban dém &y ma. MaYy
d&u d6 c6 treo den thi ngwoi ta ¢6 the' 14i qua da, cho du la troi t67 den nhw
muyc cung khong sao.”

“P6 ¢6 phai la thtr ma may cam nang hoa tiéu goi 1a dén hiéu khong?”
John hoi.

“Cam nang hoa tiéu la gi?” Nancy hdi lai, lam John thdy vui vui trong
long vi ¢6 nhirng thr ma ngay ca thuyén tredng Nancy cling khong biét.

Hai dira neo Amazon lai roi quay vé trai d€ lién hoan. Mot btra thinh
soan ra tro. Banh mi sandwich kep ¢4 moi an rat viea miéng voi bo kho va
nudc chanh. An xong thi Am nwdc ciing vira sbi t&i, néu khong nham nhi
tra cing banh ngot thi c¢6 phi khéng chir.

Thoi gian troi that nhanh khi sau thay thu ng'6i quanh dam Itra vach k&
hoach cho may chuyén hai trinh. Sau cung thuyén tredng Nancy nhin 1€n
mit troi.

“Bon t& phai ra khoi thoi,” con bé néi, “néu khong thi s€ thém phién
phitc v&i ddm thd dan mat. TuAn ndy bon t& vé tré bira dn t6i hai [4n roi.
Dot gié nay dén khi mat troii 1dn thi nd cling 1an lubén, con chéo tay thi xa
vO cung. Nha'c tay nha’c chan 1én coi, Peggy.”

“C6 dra nglt mat tiéu roi,” Peggy noi.

“N6 ciling s€ day thoi né€u em khua né day,” thuyén tredng Nancy ndi.
“Pi nao, phu mot tay khi€ng céi thung coi.”

Céi thing rdng nén khiéng di cling dé, nhung ma, d€ lam cho dung
chuih, bon nhd vin méc thing vao mdi chéo nhw lic tredre. Titty mang co
héi tdc gitm cho hai dira. Roger xdch céi gid. Ca doan thuy tha thuyén
Chim En di xuéng cang tién chan doan Amazon.

Hai tic Amazon cheo ra khdi cang, cang budm 1én, nho ngon gié hay
hay van con dang thdi, ching nhanh chéng bing qua dau phia Bic hon dio.
P4m thay thd Chim En di chay tré lai tram quan sat d€ vay tay chao.

“Ngay mai 1a chién sy bat dau day,” thuyén trudng Nancy hét 1n.

“T6t thoi,” thuyén tredng John dép tra.
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TGI d6 ca ddam nha Chim En di ngi khuya l8c. Ngay sau khi canh
bu'dm tring nhd xiu cta thuyén Amazon bién ma't sau mdém Darien, thuyén
tredng John mang theo buia v&i vai cdy dinh cung hai ngon dén ra bén
cang, ¢6 thuyén pho Susan ti€p tay, trong khi thuyén vién va boi tau lau rira
bat dia sau buoi che chén.

“Em c6 bi€t may dira kia néi sao vé viéc danh dau cang khong?” John
vira hdi vira chi cho Susan thd’y gdc cAy c6 dau chéo tring. “Nay, day 1a
mot da'u, con cai con lai la cai cay c6 chac ba kia kia, ngay dwoi chac ba la
chd vd tréc ra Ay. Bang cach git cho hai diém dé thang hang nhau, may
dira Amazon c6 th& di vao cang ma khdng can lo 1dng gi chuyén bj dAm vao
da. Thuyén tredng Nancy da lam thé” d€ chi cho anh. Bi€t cach ro6i thi don
gidn 14m. Nhung & cang thyc thu thi ngay chd nhitng dau hiéu 4y s& c6
den, d€ tau thuyén cé th€ thd’y dwong khi dém xudng. Gior anh sé bién
nhirng ddu nay thanh dén hiéu, d€ ching ta cé thé tdn cong ddm Amazon
vao ban dém ma van tim dwgc dwong vEé, du troi ¢6 t61 dén ¢& nao.”

Cau déng mdt cdi dinh ngay chinh gitra vach tring trén gdc ciy rdi treo
mot ngon den 1€n dé. Poan cau cung Susan d€n bén goc cai ciy cb chac ba.
Chac cay cao qud tAm v&i clia hai dira.

“Anh dinh tréo 1€n cay d€ treo dén a?” Susan hoi.

“Khong dau, thuyén pho a. Lam thé chéng ich gi, vi nhw vy thi chi c6
anh v&i em mai tréo 1én d6 dwge d& chdm den thoi. Minh phai dit chd nao
d6 ma dira ndo ciing thip dén 1én duoc co...”

“Trie Roger chr nhi,” thuyén phé néi. “N6 dau c6 dwoc phép st dung
di€ém dau.”

“Phai nhi,” thuyén tredng John néi. “Ching ta khong céan phai treo dén
thdp hon di€m cao nha't ma Titty ¢6 th€ v&i toi. Nhung ma treo thadp qua



cling khong dwore. Ching ta phdi nhin thd'y dwgc dén qua dau ma’y bui cay.
Em di xudng cing ma ding ding sau goc cdy di, cing gan mép nudc cang
tot.”

Susan di tré lai déng sau gd'c cdy cach mép nwdc khoang muoi thwoce.
Con bé dirng ngay mép nuoc.

“Cé thad’y chac ba cay khong?” John hoi to.

“Tha’y,” Susan dap.

Cau dat mot tay 1én than cdy cé chac, riedn 1€n hét strc.

“Tha’y tay anh khong?”

“Thay.”

“Gior van con thd’y chir?” CAu twr tir ha tay xudng phia go'c ciy.

“Gio thi khdng tha’y,” Susan dap.

Cau lai gio’ tay cao hon mot chit.

“Em tha’y lai r'oi,” Susan nai.

“Thoi coi goi Titty ra day nao,” thuyén tredng John bao, thé la thuyén
ph6 Susan 1am theo. Titty va Roger déu cling chay lai. John van gilt tay cao
nguyén vi tri d&n khi m&y dia nhd chay dén. R6i cau bao Titty thi redn
ngwoi xem v&i toi duwge khong. Con bé cham vura toi.

“T6t r'oi,” thuyén tredng John noi.

“Pe€lam gi vay anh?” Titty hi.

Thuyén tredng John khong tra 1oi. Cdu dong mot cdy dinh ngay phia
trén cho tay clu vwra dat. Ri cau treo cay dén con lai 1én.

“R%i thtr xem gi’ em c6 m& nip ngon den ra dwoe khong.” Thuyén
vién Titty nhén g6t va mé nip ciy dén ra duworc.

“Nhwng ma d€ lam gi co’?” con bé ti€p tuc hoi.

“Khi nao troi 87 khic biét,” thuyén tredng John dép.

“Nhung em khong voi téi dwgre,” Roger la 1én, sau khi thi.

“Em thi khong can dau,” thuyén tred'ng John bao.

“Cho dén khi nao em dwoe phép st dung di€m kia,” thuyén pho ti€p
loi, “ma ldc d6 em ciing da da cao d€ voi toi r'oi.”

Ngay khi tri bit dau sam &1 thi toan bd thily tha doan thuyén Chim En
lai c6 mit & cang. John dua cho thuyén vién Titty hop diém va con bé thip



ca hai ngon deén 1én, trong khi cdu ding quan sat. R6i ca bon dira 1én
thuyeén.

“Pung ra da t&i gior Roger di ngt roi chit,” thuyén phé nhic nhé:.

“Ciing khong 1au dau,” thuyén tredng John néi, “ma minh ciing khong
th€ € n6 & mot minh dwoc.”

“Ma em ciling khong budn ngu,” Roger 1én ti€ng.

Ca bon cheéo thuyén xudi ra h'6. Troi sap t61 dén 1a nhanh. Sao hién ra.
Cu rdc vang. Vién mép h'6 khudt mat dwdi day d6i. Bon nhd chi con nhan
thdy 100 mo hinh dang nhirng ngon d6i, nhirng kh&i den den to twdng, noi
bat 1én trén nén troi ddy sao. R'6i may kéo dén che hét sao, thé 1a bon nhd
tham chi con khdng nhin ra dwore d6i d&n dau va troi bit dau tir dau nira.

Dot nhién cao cao trén nén tdi den kia ca bon nhin thd'y mot d6m sang
nhdp nhdy. Thém mdt ddm, roi dO'm nwra, roi mot quang sang mo mo’ soi
roi cho dam khoéi 1on. Ca bon ngwde nhin vé phia quang sang &y nhw thé
dang nhin vao 6 ctra sO nho ti, cao tit trén birc twong den thui. Pdng ldc do,
mot nguoi nhdy vao gitra ddm khoéi, mét hinh thti den dda linh hoat, dang
vung tay dap vao ngon Itra. Ngon Itra lui di, c& nhw ¢6 tdm man t&i om kéo
xudng che di khung ctra s6. R'6i m6t ngon Ira khac bung 1én va nguoi kia
lai & day, ngon Itra ciing tit di nhu may ngon kia, roi chi con lai mdt man
dém day ddc den ngom.

“Bon moi diYy,” Titty thot 1én. “Em chic chin trong miy khu ring kia
phai c6 maYy t€n dau do.”

“P6 la nhirng nguoi tho ddt than thdi,” John ndi. “ThG dan trong noéng
trai ¢6 hoi ching ta da nhin thdy may nguwoi nay chwa ma. Néu ldc truedc
chéo theo dwdng nay thi chic minh di trong tha’y ho ro6i.”

“Ho trong ctr nhw ddm man di moi ro &y,” Titty ndi. “Minh t&i gan do
xem di.”

“Gio thi khong dwoc dau,” thuyén phé Susan dap.

“Minh lam sao quay vé day?” Roger héi. “Em khong nhin thdy gi hét.”

D6 cling chinh 1a diéu thuyén treédng John lo ngai. Cau khong rd ca bon
dang & diu. Ciu khong nhin thdy ma’y ngon dén chd ddnh ddu sau bén
cang, nhwng hi€n nhién thoi, vi dén da bi ma’y vach da che khuat roi, trw
phi thuyén Chim En dang trgc dién v&i 161 vao. Va di nhién, cdu ciing
khong chic minh c6 th€ di vao cdng dwoe khong ngay cd khi trong thay



ma’y ngon deén d6. Cau bi€t 1a minh s€ phai lam dwoc thoéi. Nhwng du gi thi
cdu cling chwa ting thir Tan nao. Cheéo vao ban ngay st dung may da'u hiéu
d6 12 mot chuyén, khi 4y né&u 16° ¢6 gi thi van ¢ the nhin quanh xem minh
dang & dau, con khi xung quanh la béng d€m bao boc, ché’ing c6 gi d€ trong
cdy ngoai may ngon den, thi lai la chuyén hoan toan khic. Ma thoi, viéc
dau tién can lam bay gio 1a tim cho ra nhirng ngon dén. Canh twong ma'y
ngwoi the d6t than trén swon d6i da gidp cdu ang chirng dwore minh dang &
dau va thuyén dang quay hwdng nao, nhung lai chealng c60 mdQt vi sao nao
cho cdu nhin ca, ming qua ciu c6 dem theo la ban.

Cau quet diém Ién ma nhin vao chi€c la ban nhd xiu, xoay xoay né cho
dé&n khi vach danh da'u & mot bén la ban theamg hang nim d&i dién chép den
clia kim chi hwdng. Nhur thé” ciu biét hwéng Bic & dau. Ming ghé, day
cling chinh 1a hwéng ma cdu dy ki€n. Cau quay thuyén Chim En vong lai
roi quet mot que diém khac d& nhin vao la ban I4an nita cho chic. R%i ciu
lai ti&p tuc cheo di, hwéng thuyén Chim En vé phia Bic ra h'o.

“L4i theo la ban nhw th& nay 1 khéng dwoc ding 1dm dau,” ciu néi.
“Chtng ta phai déng chét la ban vao mot chd va lic nao ciing phai ¢6 4nh
sdng soi vao né md&i phai kia. Thir chiing ta rdt cAn 1a mot céi den pin. Udc
gi lic tredre anh xin 18y mot cdi 1am qua sinh nhat nhi. Ma thoi, may daa
quan sat va ho 1én nhé, chirng nao ma’y dira thd’y anh den.”
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Chi chwng mdt hai phut sau Titty da nhin thdy hai ngon dén, 1ap loe
gitra dam cay, roi lai bi€n mat vi bi nhirng tdng da to phia Nam hon dao
che khua't.

John cham cham khua cheéo di toi.

“Pen kia kia,” Susan kéu.

“Sat rat nhau ha,” Titty noi.

John ngung tay chéo quay lai nhin cho k¥ hai ngdi sao nhd xiu dang 1ap
lanh trén mat nwoc.

“Chinh xéc,” ciu ndi, roi chot nhd dén lovi chia thuyén tredng Nancy,
“R6i, tir gio anh s& chi chéo thoi con ma’y dira ddn mét vao ma’y ngon dén
kia nhé.”

“Bon em c6 nhin ra dwoc gi khac nwra dau,” Titty noi.

“Pén van con & gan nhau ch?” John hdi.

“Ciling gan gan,” Susan dap.

“Cai nao ¢ phia nao cua cdi kia?”” John hai.

“La sao?” Susan hoi.

“Peén phia trén dang & dau?” thuyén tredng John hoi.

“Hoi chéch vE phia trén trai cda cdi dén phia dwdi,” Susan tra 1oi.

_John cheéo thém mot hai nhip, hoi dich sang phéi. “Khi nao den trén
thang ngay bén trén thi hd 1€n nhé.”

“«O ngay bén trén r'oi. Gio’ lai hoi chéch sang phai.”

John lai dich sang trai.

“«O ngay trén.”

“Khi nao chéch thi bdo.”

Cau ti€p tuc cheo. Thuyén phd Susan, thuyén vién Titty va bdi tau
Roger cham chu nhin hai danh dén va ho 1én khi den trén hoi chéch vEé phia
trdi hay phai cia den duié’i. C6 qua nhiéu phu ta nhw thé thi thuyén treong
John han phai hai long la“}m chir, nhung chi mét Tan duy nha't cau ty nhin 1én
va thd’y hai ngon dén thang hang trén dwdi véi nhau nhw da'u hai cha'm aYy,
12 dAu cu toi sip viet ra ddy : dA'y, nhwr the nay nay. Cudi cling thi John chi
vira st mai chéo bén man phai qua mot tang da.

“Chéc gio' minh vao gan b r'éi,” cdu néi. “Anh chéo phia dudi day.”



“Hai 4nh dén dang thing hang d4’y,” Susan néi.

John da gac hai mdi ché¢o va gio dang khua tir cudi thuyén. Susan va
Titty da loay hoay tranh di chd khdc. Thuyeén ti€p tuc lwdt di trong bong
dém.

“pén dang gan minh 18m réi day,” Roger ndi, né vira dirt 1o thi ¢
tiéng lao xao vang 1én khi mii thuyén Chim En cham vao bai sdi nhd min
cua cang.

Thuyén tredng John da dung d&n dén hiéu hwdng dan Ian dau tién
trong dovi, va vao dwoe cang dwdi trovi t67 den nhw muyec.

“Chuyén nay sé giip minh didnh bai phe Amazon day,” cau phan khich.
“Do6 1a diéu duy nha't tui n6 nghi bon minh khong lam dworc, nhueng bon
minh lai lam dwgrc. Bon nd twedng cir ban dém la dwore an toan a.”

Ca bon I'6m ¢6m Ién bo’ thdo hai ngon dén trén dinh xu6ng, neo thuyén
Chim En lai nho 4nh sang hai ngon dén, roi ciing nho 4nh den ma tim
dwong quay vé trai bang qua bao bui ciy bui rfAim. Muoi phiit sau dén dém
dwoc thoi tat hét, mdi Téu mot den, roi chirng niva phiit sau ca trai chim vao
gia’c ngu.



13
Nhiing ngudi tha dot than

"géy hom sau gi6 ling ghé ngudi, hoan toan khong phit hop d€ bét
dau mot cudc giao tranh. Thuyén tredng John 14t ngwoi trén tdi ngt ma
nhin vao phong vii bi€u, lic ndy dang dng yén mot chd. Cau ['6m com bo
ra khoi Téu, ngude nhin 1én tréi. Trong vit khdng chiit may. Cau di 1én tram
quan sat ma nhin xudng h'6, nhirng day d6i cung ring ciy va ndng trai xa
xa trén swon d6i phan chi€u thwe d&n ndi ciu nhan ra rang, néu nhin qua
quang canh &y dwdi hai chan minh thi khé long ma biét dwoc dau mai la
thye con dau 1a anh phan chi€u trén mat nwdc. Cau quay tro lai trai, may
dra nho ciing vwra thirc day.

“Mau lén di Titty,” 1a giong ctia Roger. “Nhé& 1a tran chién da bit dau
r'oi va bon Amazon c6 th€ s€ xuad't hién & day ba't ci lic nao day.”

“Khong c6 gid,” thuyén tredng John ndi, “trong c6 vé sé nhw vay
nguyén ngay da’y. Tui n6 s€ khong the’ d€n ddy dwgrc n€u nhw khong c6 gid.
Ma bon minh cling khong the€ cd lam gi dwoe ca. Cheo di thi xa qua. Vay la
hom nay khong can phai lo v€ cudc chi€n. Khong gid, khong danh nhau.
Ti€c oi la ti€c.”

“Cho em v&i Titty cheo thuyén di 18y stra dwoec khong a?” Roger hdi.
“Anh c6 n6i 1a cho phép bon em di vao ngay ngay dau ti€n lang gi6 ma.”
Néu khong ddnh nhau, it ra vAn con khoi viéc khac c¢an lam chir.

“Pugee,” thuyén tredng John ddp, “nhwng nhd la can than dwng cé
dung vao da khi cap thuyén day.”

“Ta’t nhién r'6i a,” thuyén vién nhanh nhau.

Thé 1a thuyeén vién cling boi tau khua nwéc dwa Chim En ra khdi bén
r'oi chéo vao bor. Hai dira mdi dira cAm mot chéo, ng'di canh nhau trén van
thuyén. Sau mdt lic, Roger chéo ludn hai mai trong khi Titty bé 14i. R'6i
Titty chéo Roger 1di. Pwong ch¢o khong théng 14m, nhung cudi cung thi



thuyén treéng John, ldc ndy vira boi ngoai bdi tim vira hoi lo lo cho con
thuyén, ciing trong thdy hai da nhd xdch binh stra di ngwoc 1én canh
ong.

Khi quay vé, con nhd thuyén vién cheo cat lyc sudt quang dwong trong
khi thang bé b'oi thu bé 14i. Titty dang ra't voi va c6 nhiéu chuyén d& k&14m.

“MA&Yy nguoi dot than bon minh trong tha’y t6i hom qua &y ma,” con bé
néi. “Em da hadi bac Dixon liéu ho c¢é phai 1a bon moi khong, thi bac néi la
cling ¢6 ngwoi néi nhw thé”. Bac &y bao ho s6ng trong nhirng tip Téu tw ché
tr nhitng cAy sio. Bdc con bao ho ci't ca rin trong hop nira. Bic néi néu
bon minh di 1én rieng tham ho thi ho s€ dem rin ra cho minh xem. Hay la
minh di di.”

“Béc Dixon nai 1a ho khong & hoai mot chd 1au dau. Ho gan xong viéc
& chd d6 roi,” Roger ndi. “Minh nén di hom nay ludn di.”

“Em dam chic ho 12 may ngwdi moi nhung lai t6t bung hon tat thay
dam tho dan khac day,” Titty noi.

Susan r&i méit khodi ddm Ira. “Khong 1y gi ma khong nén di cd,” con bé
néi. “Bon Amazon s€ khong t&i. Ma c6 di thi bon minh ciing mang Chim
En theo thdi.”

“Hay 14m, thuyén phé a,” thuyén trudng John 1én tiéng. “N&u nhu c6
chiit gi6 noi 1én, chiing ta nhat dinh phai quay vé, con khi troi yén bien
ldng nhw thé nay thi s€ khong ¢6 danh di'm gi dau ma lo, théi thi ching ta
lam chan tham hiém cling dworc.”

Vwra xong di€m tdm ca bon ci't cdt budm véi canh budm roi chéo
thuyén Chim En di. Roger & vi tri minh chon ding miii thuyén d&€ quan sit.
Thuyén treédng John ché¢o thuyén, Susan va Titty ng6i trén van dudi
thuyén. Tui né mang theo &m nwdc va ba 16 dung @6 du trit sap dudi long
thuyén, b&i 1€ né€u troi cr 1ang gié nhw vay thi ching du dinh s€ & ngoai
nguyén ngay roi mang thém cuai vé. Cai trén ddo dang khan hi€m dan
nhwng doc ngdn nwde cao trén bo’ h'6 lai ¢6 ra't nhiéu, khi troi lang gioé nhw
thé&” thi chiing c6 th€ dau thuyén & ba't cir dau d€ ki€m cui.

Ching chéo thuyén xudi h'd vé miii phia Nam hon ddo, chd ma t6i qua
ching toi. Ban ngay canh vat trong khac hin. Mot cum rirng 1on moc trén
swon d6i phia bor Pong. Xa hon chiit ntra, chiing nhin thdy khéi cham
cham cudn 1én trén hang cay, mot lan khéi manh bay thaamg 1én troi, ching



biét chéc ring ddy han 1a ddm ngwdi moi dém trude ching trong thdy nhay
qua nhay lai trong man khéi ma dap tit nhitng ngon Itra. Sdng nay gitra ban
ngay ban mat thi khong thay c6 ngon Itra nao ca. Chi con dai khéi mdng
tang dang cudn 1€n thanh ddm may nhod xiu trén may ngon cay. C6 ti€ng
domn cui & dau xa xa. Nhwng chi ¢6 thé’,

Bon nho tim thd'y mot chd neo thuyén 1y twdng, ching bén ghéch miii
thuyén 1én bo, cho thuyén 1én hin trén can roi cOt chdt day neo vao than
cly s'0i non moc gan mép nwoec.

“Minh s€ khong dem &m nwde hay ba 16 gi theo hét,” thuyén phé Susan
ndi. “T6t hon hét 1a d6t Ira trén bai bien thay vi d6t ngay gitra reng. Khi
nao quay vé minh s& nhém Ita & chd nay, roi minh #n trea trede khi di
ki&€m cti, d& khdi phdi lo 1ing nghi ngoi gi vé &m nwdc v&i nhitng thir
khéc khi minh x€p cui [én thuyén.”

“C6 nén ct ai & lai canh thuyén khong nhi?” thuyén vién Titty hoi.

“Néu mudn thi em canh di,” thuyén tredng John néi, “nhung khi leo
1€n ngon d6i cao kia bon minh c6 thé nhin thdy ca h6. Néu thdy bon
Amazon di d&€n minh c6 thé€ quay tré lai ddy nhanh hon 1a bon né cheo
dén.”

Titty, dau 6c dang d€ ca vao may thd dan né phai di gép cho dworc, lién
vOi vd dong y ngay rang khdng c¢An phai c6 nguwdi canh thuyén gi ca.

R'6i ca doan bét dau 16i qua ciy cdi. Pi chua dwoc bao xa thi ching da
dén dwoc con 16. Bang qua con 16 thi rieng cdy ddc cao hon nhiéu. Kinh
ngac lam sao ma’y cdi cdy bé xiu kia lai c6 th€ bam tru dwgc gitra toan dé la
da. Ma cay thi du loai du ki€u. Lac dac vai cay thong cao, nhwng hau hét la
s0i, dé gai, phi, tAn bi. Khong ¢6 167 mon nao trong khi nhirng ddm gai moc
tran trén mit da't cung diy kim ngan dai dic xofin xuyt vao nhau ti canh
nay sang canh kia khién cho viéc dan budc qua cd cAy bui rim nhoc nhin
hét strc.

“Phdi di sat nhau vao,” thuyén phé Susan bao, lic Titty dang c& ging
ki€m dwong cho riéng no.

“Cai rieng nay ghé thiét,” Roger noi.

“Gan nhw 1a rieng rAm Ay ch,” Titty ti€p loi.

“L& ra minh phadi c6 mdt cdi riu phat quang d€ cho chic con tim duwoc
dwdng ve,” John néi, “nhung néu trén dwdng vé minh ct di thing xudng



doc thi cling khong lac gi 1dm dau. Nga ndo thi di vy cling s& dwa bon
minh ra d&€n h'd, ma d&n dwgc bo roi thi dé thoi ma.”

“Lo minh khéng tim dwgc mdy ngwoi thge d6t than thi sao ha anh?”
Titty hoi.

“Nghe kia,” thuyén trudng John bdo. Ca bon ling tai va nghe duwoc
ti€ng riu d6n déu dian dau do tw tit bén trén vong lai. “Khong thé nao khong
tha’y ho dau, chirng nao ho con tao ra ti€ng dong nhw thé”.”

Bon ching ti€p tuc tréo 1én cao hon xuyén qua ruwng cdy. Thuyén
tredng John din dAu, roi d&€n Roger va Titty, roi dén thuyén phd Susan,
cho chic khdng ai bj tut lai phia sau. C6 may con thd d&€' 16 dudi bong trang
khi ching nhén nhdo chay di qua bui rAm. Mot con séc ¢ ric ra ruc rich
voi ching tw trén cdy thdng. Roger nhai theo nd.

“Con nay gan giong nhw con khi &y,” Titty nhan xét. “Gid ma c6 may
con vet nhi.”

Ngay ldc d6 c6 ti€ng quac quac inh tai ngay phia tredc bon ching cling
ti€ng dap canh xdo xéc gitra tan 14, roi mot cdp chim dé cui vyt qua nhirng
ngon cdy, trong chdp mét d€ 16 nhitng ddi mau tring, den, xdm h'ong va
xanh le trén canh.

“Kia, vet kia,” Roger n6i. “Loai né1 dwgc d6 nha. Nghe bon né noi
‘Polly xinh dep’ khong, ma la bing thd ngit tui né chit khong phai tiéng tui
minh dau.”

Cudi cung ching ciing mo ra dwoe 161 di trong reng. C6 vé nhw con
dwdng nay din thing 1én dén chd c6 tiéng don cii.

“Gio’ minh phai lam d&u thoi,” thuyén tredng John néi, “de€ danh dau
chd bon minh d&n dwoc 167 mon nay. Nhe vy khi di xudng minh con biét
dén dau thi re.”

Titty 16i con dao ra khic mot da'u vao than ciy phi. DAu khong dworc to
1am.

“Khéo nhin khong ra mat,” thuyén tredng néi. “Minh phai lam dau gi
d6 d& dé nhan ra hon.” C4u vit hai canh ciy phi xudng ma cot hai dau vao
than cdy, tao thanh hai cdi vong to ngay bén vé dwong.

“May dau nay thi tui minh nhin thay ngay,” Roger noi.

“Minh ciing ¢6 ca dd'u chi dwong nira,” thuyén tredng John néi thém.



“La cdi gi vay a?” Titty hoi.

“La ddu ma dan du muc dung d€ chi cho nhau bi€t ho da di 167 nao. Ta
12’y mot que dai va mot que ngin, x&p chéo v&i nhau trén duong, que dai s&
chi hwong di.”

Cau chat hai khic cay roi dét khic dai ngay chinh gitra 167 di chi thaamg
vé hudng ciy phi cé hai canh cdy bj vit xudng. Khiic ciy ngén ciu dit ngay
trén khic dai, tao thanh mot da'u chéo.

“D&u chi dwong diy,” cdu noi.

“Nhung 10’ ¢6 ai d6 da ching di ma't thi sao?” Roger héi lai.

“Cheamg ai cd tinh lam thé& ca,” Susan néi.

“Ma néu c6 di chiing nira thi van con hai cdi vong ctia John va cd céi
vé&t khic cia chj day thoi,” Titty néi.

Khi budc doc theo 1671 mon uén quanh 1én swon doi thi ca bon di dwoc
nhanh hon la luc chui qua cly c61 bui ram. Chgng bao 14u sau 161 mon dan
ra mot khodng da't tréng bang phging. Ngay chinh gitra khoang dat trong dé
la mot vong tron trén mdt da't chay den thui.

“Pay la noi ddm moi da nhay muda day,” Titty néi. “Ching dem thui tu
binh trén Itra r'6i nhdy nhét xung quanh &y ma.”

“R0i con la rd om sOm ntra,” Roger néi thém.

Bon nhd tim lai dwgrc 167 mon phia bén kia khoang da‘t trong. Ti€ng
d6n cui gio' da nhw ngay bén tai r'oi. Mui cui teoi chdy am i n'dng nac x0c¢
vao mii bon nhé. Bdng nhién ching lai thoét ra khoi rieng cAy ma ra dén
swon d0i trong. CAy to van cdn nhiéu, nhwng nhirng cAy nhd hon va bui
ram thi da bi don sach. C6 nhi€éu dong canh dwoc chat dai bﬁng nhau x€p
ngay ngin, sin sang ding d€ dot. Mot dong cii dwoc x&p thanh vong tron,
chinh gitra 1a 10 hong. Céach d6 bon ndm chuyc thwdc 1a mot go da't khéi
xanh den bdc 1én nghi ngut. Mot ngwoi dan dng cAm xéng ct vO nhe 1én go
dat d6 roi xdc mot xéng day dat dip 1én chd c6 khéi xanh boc ra. Podi ldc
Ong lai tréo 1én ca go dat va bit lai ba't cir dam khoi nao bo'c 1én twr dinh go.
Vura bit dwgrc chd nay thi mot ddm khoi lai xi ra noi khac. Tiéng chit ciy
da ngung bat ngay triedc khi doan tham hi€m di ra khoang da't tréng.

“Nhin kia,” Titty la 1om.

Ngay bia rirng, khong xa cai go da't xi khéi 1a bao, 1a can choi hinh dang
nhw tdp Téu tron, nhung khong phai lam tir vai bat ma tir nhirng ciy sdo gd



thong sdp chum mdt dau roi tit ca xudi xudng, may sio dai hon dan chéo
qua nhau ngay trén dinh. Bén hdng Téu phia gan go dat la 167 vao [éu duoc
che bang t&m bao bd di cii son. Bao bd dwgre vén vao trong, mdt dng gia
buwde ra, nhd thé lwng cong, nhan nheo nau sam nhw hat 6¢ chd, doi tay dai
ngofing d¢ tran gin gudc. Ong ta hap hdy mét nhin ddm thdm hifm dudi
4nh ning.

Roger nim 13y tay Titty.

“E chao ma’y dra!” 6ng ldo nhd thé 1én tiehg. “Pén d€ xem chir gi? Rat
vui dwoe gap may dira.”

“Chtc 0ng buoi sang t6t lanh a,” thuyén tred'ng John dap lai.

“T6t lanh that day chwr,” 6ng ldo ndi, “ngay dep qua chung.”

“Chiic dng budi sang t6t lanh a,” ddm Chim En con lai néi.

“Chao maYy dira,” 6ng lao dap. C6 vé dng moi nay ra't than thién. Roger
tha tay Titty ra.

Ca ddm nhdé Chim En nhin chdm chdm vio cdi Téu.

“Pay la Téu cia ngwoi da do,” Titty nhan xét.

“Mudn nhin vao trong khong?” 6ng 1ao héi. “Ai cling muén hét,” dng
noi thém, gan nhw 1a 1au bau cho minh minh nghe.

“Cho phép bon chdu nhé?” Titty hdi, vira nhw hdi 6ng l1ao vira nhw xin
phép thuyén pho6 Susan.

“Puoc duge,” 0ng 130 dap, con vé phan Susan, cd nang cling dang qua
hdo hirc nhw Titty mudn nhin vao trong [€u.

Ong 130 ndm mdt géc miéng bat mée 1én céi dinh déng ngay phia ngoai
tup [eu.

“Vao di nao,” 6ng ndi. “Chit xiu nira 1a ma’y dira nhin quen v&i bong
to1 thoi.”

Ctra vao thAp d&n ndi thuyén tredng John phai cdi ngwoi xudng. Thap
dén ndi diu bén ngoai troi dang ning nhung bén trong Téu lai t6i om. Ca
dam Chim En ting dira mot buwdc vao roi dirng tim tum v&i nhau phia
trong ngay ctra ra vao. Ong 3o da vao trwdc, nhung bon ching hiu nhw
khong nhin ra 6ng dau. Chiing nghe thay 6ng 130 cwoi khung khuc.

“Chut ntra 1a ma’y dira nhin con tinh hon ca doi ngay thoéi. Ngoi xudng
givong kia kia.”



M4t dam nhd quen dan v&i béng td1, ching trong thd'y & mdi bén tip
Téu c6 mot khic gd chic chin ngin ra mot noi chd't chin meén. Gitra hai
khic gd 1a mot khodng tréng, trong nhw trng ¢é mot ddng Iva nhd dot tai
day. Anh sdng duy nha't roi vao qua khe ctra. Tuyét nhién khong c6 mot tia
sang nao lot qua nhirng thanh sao dyng Ién can [€u nay. Moi khe hé déu len
kin réu. Trén dau la dén bao, giong hét den trong [€u cua tyi nho, treo trén
méc & cudi mot khiic day. Nhung den khong duwoc thip 1én. Cao cao trén
kia ntra 1a bong t6i mit mling, noi cdc cdy sao chum lai v&i nhau lam thanh
néc Téu nhon. Ong 130 ng'di chdm hém trén khiic gd khoanh thanh chd ngi.
P4m nhd Chim En ngdi thanh mot hang trén khic g con lai.

“Ong song day ludn chir a?” Susan 1én tiéng hdi.

“Khi bon ta dang dot théi,” 6ng 1do tra 1.

“Khi 6ng dang do6t cui 18y than,” Susan néi ro.

“U,” dng 140 4m . “Phai c6 nguoi canh Itra sudt ngay dém, gitr cho ltra
ami.”

“Th& dng c6 con ran that khong?” Titty hoi.

“Rén luc &y ha? U,” dng ldo ddp. “Mudn xem khdng?”

“Oi vang, mudn 18m a,” ca ddm lao nhao.

“Thi ma’y dira dang ng'6i trén né d6,” dng 1do bao.



CON RAN LUC



Ca ddm Chim En, k€ ca thuyén trwéng John, nhdy dyng 1én nhw thé
ching vira ng'di phéi dinh. Ong ldo cwdi ha ha. Ong di qua bén kia Téu va
luc 10i dwéi chén, 16i ra m6t hop thudc cii.

“N6 1a rin luc cta Billy Tré,” 6ng gidi thich, “minh s& dem ra cho Billy.
Nao Billy,” dng 130 goi 1&'n vé phia ctra ra vao, “cho bon nhd xem con rin
cua bay di.”

Ong 130 mang hdp nhd ra khdi Téu, cd bon Chim En theo chan 6ng.
Billy Tré v v0 Man cudi 1én gd da't nghi ngit khéi, roi di vé phia ddm nhd.
Ong nay ciing gia khing, nhung khong gia bang éng dau tién.

“B& ta da chi ma’y dira xem xung quanh roi ding khéng?” 6ng hoi dam
nhé nha Chim En.

“Thé& 6ng nay 1a con trai 6ng a?” Roger hdi dng 1430 thir nha't.

“N6 d6, né cling c6 maYy con trai v&i ca chdu nira. Chic maYy dira khong
nghi ta lai gia d&€n thé chir gi. Nhung ta 1a Gia Billy con né l1a Billy Tré.”

“Trong 6ng &y khong gidng mdt cau con trai gi cd,” Roger noi.

Billy Tré cwoi kha kha. “B&, bd dwa con cdi hdp nao,” 6ng ndi, Gia
Billy dwa cho 6ng hop thudc. Ong dat hop xudng da't roi quy gdi xudng
bén canh. Ong thdo méc khéa nha'c ndp hop 1én. Bén trong chang thdy gi
trir mOt nhim réu xanh 1&. Billy Tré nhit m6t canh cti khé choc choc vao
nhim réu. C6 ti€ng phi phi that 1&n, roi mot cdi dau rin mau nau trong ddm
réu nho phét 1én d&n tdn mot bén mép hdp. C4i ludi ché hai tho ra thut vao.
Billy Tré diing canh cti nhe nhang cham vao né. Con rin lai kéu 1&n xi xi
va dot nhién nhw dang d6 minh ra thanh mét dong sudi dai mau nau tran
qua thanh hop. Billy Tré qufmg canh cui di, 18y mot cay gdy, dung gdy khéu
con rin dudi dat 1én. Pudi rin thong xudng mot bén giy con dau thi thong
phia bén kia. PAu ngoe ngudy t tung, con rin vira du dwa vira phat ra tiéng
xi xi con lwdi van thd ra thut vao. Ca dam nhéc Chim En né dat khodi con
rin nhung van khong the roi méit khdi né. R'6i dot nhién con rin bit dau
tredn qua ciy gdy. Billy Tré da chuah bi sin sang, trwdc khi con rin tha
minh cham dat thi ong da dung mot cay gy khac treo than né 1én.

“Cham vao n6 c6 sao khong a?” Susan hoi.

“Nhin nay,” Billy Tré bdo. Ong ha con rin xudng da't roi dit ciy gay
ngay trirdc mit né. Ngay 14p tirc con rin ha to miéng dép vao ciy gay.



“MAy dira dirng bao gio di gan mot con ran luc hét nhé,” Billy Tré
khuyén. “O day loai nay nhiéu 1im. MAy dira phai d€ y budc chin trong
rirng hay trong dAm T4y nira. Bon réin s& trdnh duwong néu thad'y may dira,
nhung né&u 16 gidm phai mot con thi né s& cdn ngay, nhw vira cin ciy gay
ndy vdy. N6 ma cén thi cling dé s¢’ Iim. C6 nhiéu nguwdi chét vi rdn cin 1dm
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roi.

“Vay 6ng nudi n6 lam gi?”” John hoi.

“Lay may &y ma,” Billy Tré ddp. “Khi nao trong [€u ciling c6 mdt con,
tw h'6i ndo h'6i nao roi, ma bd ta, Gia Billy kia kia, nh¢ tir thoi con xwa
hon ta nwra.”

“Phai day, bon ta khi nao ciing c6 mot con,” Gia Billy ndi, “cd cha ta
cling th&’, khi d6t than &y, 6ng lam viéc trén ving dam 4y nay ca tram nam
tredre kia.”

Billy Tré tha gon con rén vao hop roi day ndp lai. Ong chia hop cho tui
nhd nghe. Bon nhd con nghe dwrge con rin rit xi xi bén trong. R'6i 6ng dwa
cai hop lai cho Gia Billy, 6ng 120 mang hdp tré vao trong T€u.

Mot cudn khéi 1on bo'c 1én tir go da't dang chay.

“Xem day,” Billy Tré néi. “Vwa m&i quay lung chut 1a lai bung 1€n r'oi.
Lira cling nhw con rén luc. H& mét 18 chdt xiu 14 né chui ra ngay.” Ong nhiit
14y xéng va di vé phia go dat, dang c6 mot ngon Ika tr 16 bén trong go
li&€m lan ra ngoai. Billy Tré xtic mot xéng day dat dip vao 15 roi vd vd nén
xudng.

“Ping nao chfmg dot, sao 6ng khong d€ né chay bung l1én di a?” Titty
héi. “Ching chau ludn mudn lra chdy bung kia nhwng thinh thoang Ita
ching chju 16m gi ca.”

“Bon ta thi can Itta chdy chdm nhwng am i kia,” Billy Tré dap. “Néu ltra
ctr phtng phwng thi chi con lai tro thoi. Lira chdy cang cham thi than cang
chic.”

Susan ti mi quan sat.

“Ma sao n6 khong bung 1én nhi?” c6 bé hdi.

“Ltra lan déu r'6i,” Billy Tré dap. “Khi Itta da chay déu thi chau cé the
chup né lai, chyp cang kin thi Ita cang néng va chay cang cham. Nhung
néu chdu d€ cho nhiéu khong khi ludn vao thi khong gitr dwoe Itva am i
dau.”



“Bon chau ¢6 lam dwoe vay voi mot ngon lira nhd khong a?” Susan hai.
“Néu chau cling chyp dat 1€n trén thi Itra trai bon chau c6 chdy dwoc
nguyén dém khong?”

“C6 chwr,” Billy Tré dap, “né€u chau muén gitr Itra thi 18y ma’y cuc dat
dip 1&n r6i ché ti nwdc vao dat d& lam Am. Lira sé chdy dén tin hom sau
da’y, r'oi s€ dun s6i &m nwdc cho chdu ngay théi khi chdau coi bd dong dat
do ra.”

“T61 nay chau sé thir ngay,” Susan hao hirng dap.

“Cho em xem kinh v&i,” Roger noi.

Thuyén tredng John dang nhin bing kinh vién vong vé phia h'6 nudéc
xa xa bén dwdi. Tw nhirng canh ring trén cao noi ma’y ngwoi thg dot than
do't Iea va dung Téu bang sao gd, ta c6 thé tha'y toan bd khung canh h'6. Xa
xa bén kia Rio cing bao d4o 16'n nhd gan d6, h'd6 nwdc xanh ngét dudi troi
he trong veo trai dai dén tdn ma’y qua d6i 1on. Xudi vé man Nam, h'6 nwdc
hep déan lai cho dén khi bi€n thanh con séng uén lwgn qua nhitng mién
triing xanh mudt. Mot cum hoi nwde tring xéa noi h'd bign thanh dong
song chi cho thd’y chd miYy con tau thily dang nghi ngoi trén b&n cang. Mot
tau hoi nwdc khac dang chay xudi xudng h'd gan mom Darien. Trong mot
ngay lang gié th& nay mdt nwdc thit xanh that lang, nhwng vét nwéc phia
dudi tau hoi nwde lai rat dai, nhw hai con séng dang lan ra, nhw mot chir V
to twedng dang di chuyén trén h'0, trai tir bo’ nay sang bo kia.

“Cho em xem kinh nao,” Roger lai néi, “em mudn nhin thdy hon déo
ctia minh ma.”

“DPgi chit coi,” thuyén tredng John ndi, “cé mot thuyén dang & gan
dao kia.”

“P6 khong phai 1a bon Amazon chx?” Titty hoéi, “chiing dé€n d€ danh dp
taa?”’

“Khong,” thuyén tredng John ddp, “trén thuyén c6 mdt ngwoi dan 6ng
thoi. Chic 12 thd dan nao d6 dang ciu cd 4y ma. Nhung dit sao bon minh
cling c4n phai tré xudng thdéi. Minh dang d€ thuyén Chim En mdt minh
de.”

N1 roi cu dwa kinh cho Roger.

“Em khong nhin thdy hé€t ddo bon minh dau,” cdu néi. “Mot phan déao
bi ciy ¢6i dwdi ddy che di r6i. Nhwng nhd coi chirng xem céi Ong kia di



dau day.”

“Th& maYy dira 12 ddm nhd cdm trai trén hon dio dudi kia a?” Billy Tré
hdi. “Ta doan la th&. Hom qua mdy dia choi véi dam m&Yy con bé nha
Blackett ntra ding khong? Bon ta c6 thdy thuyén cta tui nho. Ua! B6'!”

Gia Billy tw Iéu quay tré ra.

“B& nay,” Billy Tré 1én tiéng, “day la bon nhd cim trai trén dio daYy.
HOm qua may con bé nha Blackett sang choi v&i ching.”

“A Gia Billy néi, “ta con nh¢& nhw in khi ¢6 Blackett, ldc dé cbr} la con
bé Turner kia, d&n thim cdi chd dot than voi Téu cia ta khi c6 &y chang lon
hon chdu bao nhiéu dau, cd bé a.” Ong l1ao nhin Susan ang chung tudi. “Co
bé di cling ciu Jim. Ha! Ha! V4y ma gio’ con nhd da la dan ba c6 dén hai
dia con gdi ludn roi.”

“T6i thi téi dang nghi d&n cdu Jim day,” Billy Tré Ién tié€ng. “Chéc cling
phai cho cau nay bi€t dan & day dang ban tan gi thoi.”

“Phai ndi thoi,” Gia Billy dong tinh.

Billy Tré quay qua John va Susan.

“Th& may dira c6 gap lai may con bé kia khdong?”” 6ng hoi.

“C6 a,” John tra loi, “ngay khi nao cé gié d€ cang budm a. Nhwng troi
yén nhw th& nay thi bon chau khdng thé’lam gi dwore.”

“Vay ha, may dira bao v&i ma’y con bé &y di ma ndi v&i bac Jim cia tui
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no...

“Tui n6 khong n6i dwgre dau,” Titty xen vao, “tui né dang cd chién
tranh voi 6ng &y ma.”

“Bon né néi dwore day,” Billy Tré bao. “Bao voi tui nd di néi véi bac
Jim cfia tui n6 13 dng Billy Tré, tirc 12 ta &y, nhin cu ta nén khéa ctra cdi
nha beé cho k§ vao néu dém khong & d6. Pang quan Bigland duwdi kia moi
ngwoi dang ban tan rat nhiéu vEé cdi nha be v&i ca nhirng gi ciu ta ci't gitr
trong d6. Dan trong vung nay thi s€ khong dong d€n, nhung khi chuyén ma
da truyén dén tan Bigland thi sé khong bi€t duwoc ké nao nghe dwoc dau.
Ngoai kia ddy ridy may thiang choai choai du c6n du @6 ddm 1am da chuyén
thi€u suy nghi daYy.

“Co6 the€ cling chging c6 gi dau,” dng ndi ti€p, “nhwng 10 ma xay ra gi
that, thi ta s& 4y ndy ldm vi da khong cinh béo cdu ta. Ta ciing dinh dich



than di gap cu ta, nhung trong mdt hai ngay tdi ta chwa the€’ bd dong Ira
ndy, nén néu may dira nhin dwoc cho maYy con bé kia thi hay qud.”

“Vang, bon chau s€ noéi,” John dap.

“Khong quén chr?” Billy Tré hoi lai.

“Khong a,” Susan qua quyét, 16i ra chi€c khan tay. “Lam thé& nay sé
khdng quén bao gior a.” Con bé thit mdt géc chigc khin thanh cdi git to.

“Em khong tha’y cdi thuyén cé ngwoi dan 6ng nira r'oi, bi ma’y cai cay
che diroi,” Roger 1én tie€ng.

John giat 13’y kinh vién vong. “Minh phai di xudng thoi,” cu ra 1énh.

Susan quay sang 1& phép néi v&i hai/ ong l3o. “Cam on cac dng da cho
bon chau vao tham quan. Bon chéau vui ldm a.”

“Ch4u ciing cdm on vi d cho chiing chdu xem con rin nira,” Titty néi.

Ca dam chao tw biét, va cha con nha Billy, hai 6ng gia &y, mot ngwoi da
ra’t gia va mot ngeoi con gia hon, cung dap lai, “Tam biét may dira.”

Bon nhd Chim En luc tuc quay buéc di vé phia khu rieng doc.

“Pung quén nhin v&i may con bé vé 6ng bac Jim cla tyi né day,” Billy
Tré néi v&i theo.

“Ching chdu khong quén diu,” Susan néi lon, va vy vay chiéc khin
tay c6 thit nit mot géc.
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14
8Uc thu cda thuyen truéng Flint

Bon tré Chim En tr& vé v&i thuec tai gan nhw khi con chwa khua't khoi
fam nhin cta hai nguoi thg dot than.

“Ho 1a nhirng tén moi dé thwong nhi't ma chiing ta ting gip nhi,” Titty
n6i. “Em nghi con rén 12 d& dung cho ta thuat gi d6. Chic ho 1a thay lang,
em doan thé&. Ho gia khi ma. Nhing thay lang clia mét bo lac du muc tw
sau nhirng rang ndi kia.”

Con bé im ldng dwoc vai phit. R'61 chot la to, “Bwc minh bon Amazon
qua!”

“Sao vay?” Susan héi lai.

“Vi bon Amazon ciling da tim thay ho ro6i. Tui n6é da phat hi€én ra hon
ddo cta ching ta. Ching ta chazlng con gi ma kham pha ca.”

“Hir, thi minh da khdm pha ra bon ho ma,” Susan néi, “h¢ da cho minh
Xem con rin nira.”

Nghe thé& Titty ¢6 vé phan khdi hon. “C6 1€ ho chwa bao gior d€ bon
Amazon bié€t bi mat ctia bd tdc ho. C6 1€ bon nd chwa h€ dwoc thd'y con
rin. Vay chic khdng sao nhi va bon minh diing 12 nhitng nha khdm ph4
ding nghia. Chi gdp nguoi nay ngwoi no thoi thi ¢ 1a gi dau.”

“Phi thoi,” Roger noi.

“U, vay di,” Titty ddp.

Phi, nghia 12 vira nhdy cing vira phi nwde dai, 1 cdch xudng doi rat
mau le.

Mau dén ndi thuyén vién Titty va bdi tau Roger cr bing bing ma 16 ca
cai dau hi€u chi dwong, ca hai canh phi uén cong cdt vao nhau. Thuyén
tredng John ciing 16 luén. Cau dang ban suy nghi xem minh phai lam gi d€
canh bdo cho tén hai tic gidi nghé vé viéc gin & khéa cho nha be cia hin.



Bon Amazon s€ néi gi v€ viéc nay? N&u thuyén tredng Nancy mudn ba't
ngo' danh chi€m nha be khi tén cwép bién dang & trén can, chic chin con
bé khong mudn nha be bi khéa chir. Thuyén tredng John phi mot cach ho
hirng. Pang 1€ ciu phai n6i cho cha con nha Billy bié€t 1a khong phéi ho
dang néi chuyén v&i bang hiru ctia chii nhan nha be, ma 1a véi ké thi, trong
khi it nhat tai thoi di€m nay chd nhan can nha be &y khong phai bac Jim
cta hai dira nha Blackett, ma la thuyén tredng Flint, 1a ké ma phe Amazon
va Chim En d3 long trong lién quan v&i nhau ciing chdng lai. Cau ho hitng
phi. Nhwng du ciu khong toan tdm toan y phi di nira, khi ma moi thir ctr
quay mong mong lam nguwoi ta chaalng nhin dwoc gi 161 con van toc lao
xudng doc lai qud 16n khién ngudi ta chiang thing lai kip, ciu ching d&y
thay cd da'u chi dwong do minh tao ra. Nhirng Susan thi thay. Co bé di bit
dau d€ mit tim ki€m dau 4y ngay tir khi di trén 167 mon xuyén qua rirng
cay, va vi thé¢’ ma ki€u phi ctia c6 bé that ra chéng thé’ nao goi l1a phi dworc.

Susan la dira cudi cuing di xudng con dwong mon va phat hién ra budc
phi clia md’y dira kia da da phang da'u chi dwong qua mot bén. L& ra cd bé
ciing khdng chic 18m dau, cho d&n khi tha’y hai nhanh ciy phi bj udn thanh
hai cdi vong va roi vét khic ctia Titty trén than ciy phi.

“John!” ¢6 bé goi lon.

Khong mot ti€ng tra 1o, chi ¢6 ti€ng bwdc chan chay xa dan xudng 161
di ngodn ngoeo.

Con bé 16i coi ra c& géng huyt to 1én hét sirc.

Ti€ng chin chay ngwng lai. Susan thoi coi [an nira.

Co bé nghe thdy John hét 1én, “Nay, Titty! Roger!”

Co bé lai huyt thém lan nwra.

John cham chap 16i ngwoc 1€n, sau Iwng 1a thuyén vién va b6i tau, ca ba
cung thé hong hoc.

“MAay nguoi chay qua ca cai ddu minh lam nay,” Susan néi. “Day nay.”

“U nhi,” thuyén treédng John néi. “Anh dang mai suy nghi chuyén khac.
May ma em trong thay.”

“Cai 161 mon kia ch?ing biét s& dAn minh di d&€n du nira,” Titty noi.

“Dau chi dwong dau nhi?” Roger hdi. “C6 ké da da bay di mat roi.
Chic 12 em qué. Minh sép n6 lai di.”



“Khong, khong can dau,” thuyén tredng John néi. “Minh lam dau &
day d€ cho bon minh tim dwgc dwong veé thoi. Néu gio' minh cir d€ dd'u &
day thi c6 khac nao chi cho bon moi biét dwong minh di qua dau co’ chir.
Minh ciing phai thdo maYy canh ciy kia ra nira.” Ciu cit soii ddy va the 1a
may canh ciy bat 1én nhw cii. “Gio chi con mdi cai vét khic thdi, ma né
nhd x{u. Chang ai phat hién ra dwoc minh r&i con dwong nay chd no dau.”

“Néu ching 1a nhirng ké theo dau ky cyu,” Titty ndi, “thi ching c6 theé
Tan theo bwdc chan cda tyi minh.”

“Ciing may ma lic ndy miy anh em di qud chd ddnh d&'u ndy,” Susan
ndi. “Da’u chan ctia minh s& danh lac hwdng bon ho. Bon ho s€ cr thé ma di
ti€p di ti€p t&i hét con dwong ludn.”

“Pi mut chi luén,” Roger néi.

“Pén tan cling th& gidi ludn,” Titty ti€p 1ovi.

“Chung ta khong dwoc d€ lai ddu vé€t nao khi tach khdi con dwong
nay,” Susan néi, “vi bon ho c6 the’ sé nhan tha'y.”

“Thwong sach la nhay nhi,” John néi. N6i roi cau nhay phdc mot cdi ra
khoi con dwong huedng vé phia khu ring. “R6i, d&€n Iwot may dira, moi
dra nhay theo mot hwdng khac nhau nao.”

Ca bon cung nhay, va nho thé’ ma danh lac hwdng dwoc cude truy dudi
clia moi ké thu kha di, bon nhd té tru lai va bat dau tréo xudng xuyén qua
khu ring thodi d6c. Ching trwet chan, vap nga, nhung tru lai dwgrc nho
bam vao may canh cay.

Roger néi nhd vaoi Titty.

“Nhuwng may nguoi d6t than d6 c¢6 phai la ké thu ctia minh khong?”
thing bé héi.

“Khong. Lic nay thi khong,” Titty dép lai, “nhwng di nhién, cling c6 th€
1&m chit.”

“Em thich ho ma,” Roger dép.

“Chj ciing th&,” Titty néi, “dic biét 1a con rin. Nhung ma ca ho va con
rin déu hung dir nhwr nhau a. Con rin chitng td cho thdy roi ddy. V&i lai
n&u ho khong phai 1a moi thi ho chealng ich gica.”

“Nhung that ra ho diu c6 an thit ngwoi,” Roger cai.

“Bi€t dau ho da an ca tram ngan nguoi r'oi &y chir,” Titty noi.



Bon nho di d&€n con 16 roi bang qua.

“Anh thdy nuwdc kia,” John reo 1én.

“Bién kia,” Titty cling la to.

Trong chdc lat ca bon da ra khéi rieng cdy dé€n bo h'd nwde 1on. Chiing
nhin quanh tim Chim En thi th'y thuyén vaAn & yén tai chd ching neo ban
sdng, cach chd cd bon dang dirng chirng mot tram mét.

“Puing ra thi,” thuyén trwedng John ndi, “minh phai danh dau sudt
quang dwong di 1én kia, d€ khi di xu6ng minh con chui ra ding chd lic
trirde. Nhung thoi bon minh ciing ra dwoe chd suyt sodt 14m r'o6i.”

“Oi, trong kia,” Susan la to, “c6 mot chiéc thuyén ctia thd dan ngay gan
hon déo ctia minh kia.”

John 16i vién vong kinh ra nhin.

“Khong sao cd,” ciu néi, “né dang di theo hwdng khic. Chic 1a mot
ngwr dan nao d6. Khi trdi im ang nhw vay thi ho chi chéo dwoc thuyén doc
bo ma tha cau bt c4 ché thdi.”

“Ca mip chir,” Roger noi.

“Piéu dau tién phai lam 1a,” thuyén phé Susan 1én ti€ng, “nhém Ikra
trén bo’ va dn mot mi€ng da. Xong thi minh tim cdi réi chat 1én thuyén
Chim En.”

“Chinh xdc ddy, thuyén phé,” thuyén tredng John ddp. “Mdi dira mot
tay di ki€m cuii nao. Ki€m du cti d€ nhom lra 1én da, roi sau ddy ti€p tuc
ki€m cui trong khi thuyén phé dun nwde.”

Thuyén ph6 Susan 1am mot chd nhém Itta nho nhd bang may phi¢h d4
trén bai ngay canh thuyén Chim En. Nhitng dita khdc nhit nhanh canh kho
do nwdce triéu rat di bd lai. Susan gom vai mé 14 va réu khd. Con bé b ca
vao gitra 10 r'oi dung it ciy sdy kho tr ndm ngodi chum lai thanh cai chép
be bé bén trén. P6 nhw 1a ban sao thu nhd tip [éu ctia nhirng nguoi d6t
than. R'6i khi con bé cham Itra vao dam réu thi may cay siy chay bung Ién,
trong lic dé Susan lai ti€p tuc x&€p thém modt chdp nwra bén trén may cay
sdy, T4n nay thi bing may que cli nhd, tit ci chum lai v&i nhau & khiic
gitra bén trén ngon lra. Khi may que cti nhd nay bén lra va bit dau nd
lach tach, con bé lai chdt nhirng canh to hon Ién trén. Chi trong vai phut
Susan da c6 dwoe dong Itva chdy phirng phing. Con bé da dat hai hon da to
hai bén dong Itra, trén d6 dit Am nwde sao cho phan I16n m nam trén ngon



Itra. Con bé ng'6i bén ddong Itra, ludn tay dun thém canh cui vao dé€ gitr ngon
Itra bung 1€n bén dwdi m nwdc cang nhi€u cang t6t, trong khi ma’y dira kia
tan ra trén b, lui cui gom 14y gom d€ cai. Cai thi ndm sin ra d6 chi viéc
nhdt 1é€n thoi. Khong phai tim ki€m vat va lam gi, nén cheamg ma’y choc
dong cli da day lén nhanh hon s& lwgng Susan can dung d€ ndu nwde soi.

Hom 4y trdi néng khiép, khéi tir dong Itra bay thang 1én troi. DU 1a the’
nhung van c6 it khéi tat vio mét con bé, miii khéi cay nong xoc vao mom
vao mili. Nhwng viéc ng6i dun nudc c¢d ndng cling ChE?iIlg tha'm vao dau so
véi viée di nhit cli, vi 1ién sau da'y Roger néi, “Chic nudc sdi roi day.”
Titty queamg mot 6m cli vao chdng cii dang cao dan. “Nuwdc dang s6i phai
khong chi?” n6 héi. “Nong qud, em cheamg di nhat cudi nwra dau.”

“Am nudc sé réo ngay thdi 4y ma,” thuyén phé an ui.

“Réo rat nhw chim cu chtt gi,” Titty néi, “chi trir mdt diéu 12 Am nuwdc
s€ réo ngay khi sbi, chir khong doi dé€n thang Sau.”

Ngay lic @6 &m nudc bit dau réo 1én. Susan huyt cdi bdo cho thuyén
tredng John 12 bira dn da sdn sang. “Ngbi xudng ndo anh em ban thuyén,”
con bé néi v&i thuyén vién va boi tau. Tui nhd ngdi phich xuéng. Thuyén
tredng John quay vé, nhé nhai, v&i b6 cli to tedng trén lung. Cau da gap
do6i mot soii day dai roi quan quanh bé cui cot lai.

Sau bira an ching lai tan ra ki€m cui. Thuyén tredng, thuyén vién va
bdi tau cing di ki€m, Susan thi lya cii ra roi x&p 1én thuyén Chim En.
Nhiém vu ctia thuyén phé ludn 12 lo tich trir sip x&p hang héa trén thuyén
ma. Cheamg may chdc, khi dd gom hét loai cui t6t nhat trén doc bo nay,
chiing 1én thuyén, chéo doc theo bo r'di lai cho thuyén vao mot cdi vinh, bai
trén vinh nay niu den mot mau vi ddy dic canh khd. Thuyén Chim En
chaalng may chd'c ddy nhirng cti d&€n mirc chgng con dd chd cho thuyén vién
nwa.

“Thuyén khong ché thém dwoe niva dau,” thuyén pho noi.

“Thuyén da chim xudng ngang mirc trong tdi cho phép roéi,” thuyén
tredng tiép.

“Vay la dwore ro61,” thuyén pho noi, nhung ngay luc do Titty ti€n ra, 161
theo sau nguyén mot cdi cady nhd ché€t khd bi bao danh tr6c goc h'é6i mua
dong tredre. Cay nay kho cong lam cti thi qua ngon lanh nén chzatng dira nao
mudn bd no lai.



“Bon minh s€ phai chd né nhw 1a hanh 1y d€ trén boong thoi,” thuyén
tredng John bao.

Thuyén Chim En gi diy da chat day hang ning triu d&n ndi tui nhd
phdi khé khiin 1dm mdi day né ra khdi bo dwoc. Thuyén phé ra 1énh cho
Titty va Roger lén tau, r'6i bdo hai dira ra ng'6i phia dudi tau. R6i con bé va
thuy@én tredng céi gidy cdi vé ra, mdi dira mot bén, kéo thuyén Chim En ra
cho d&n chd nd noi trén mit nwdc. Gidm budc 1én d4 sdi ma khong giay
khong v thi khé chiju that, nhirng dwgc cdm nhén lan nwde thi thodi mai
vO cung.

“Em cling mudn thao giay va v& ra luén,” Roger noi.

“Gio thi khong dwoe,” thuyén phé bao.

“Réng doi dén lic minh vé d&€n ddo Meo Hoang di,” thuyén tredng vira
néi vira 16i bi bdm vao bo d€ 14y cdi cdy caa Titty. “O’ d6 em tha b6 cdi
giay v&i vo ra, roi gitp anh chi do hang xudng. Va r'oi anh em minh di boi
triedre khi an t61.”

Trong lic do, Titty va Roger tréo I'6m ¢om qua hang héa d€’ dén ngdi &
mili thu. John mang cAy d&n, roi nhd Susan gitip dit ciy thing bang ngay
gitra thuyén, hai dau cay tho ra hai bén. R6i ciu va Susan Ién thuyén. Cheo
& gitra thi khong dwgc roi, vi trén boong ¢6 hang. Thuyén tredng John phai
can than 16i ra mot mai cheéo, r'oi khodt nwdre tir phia dudi tau.

“Ciing may 1a khodng c6 gié,” thuyén phé vira nhan xét vira dwa mét
nhin mat nwdc von cach mép thuyén chzatng Xa.

Cheéo khodt nudc te dubi thuyén chdm hon cheo twr gitra nhiéu, nhung
khi troi yén bién ling thi thuyén Chim En di chuyén dé dang, ddu di chat
nang triu hang héa, nwdc khéng tran 1én thuyén, du cling cé ti nuwdc suyt
ntra tran vao khi Roger dét nhién n6i hirng d6i y vé man thuyén nao minh
thich hon.

“Minh s€ chéo dén b&n cii nhé,” thuyén tredng John néi. “Dé 1a chd
thich hgp d€ d& hang xuéng, v&i lai cling d€ dem cui vé trai cho géan.”

“Khiéng cti tir tit cdng 1én chic chét mat,” thuyén phé dong .

Thé 1a thuyén Chim En cl than trong khda nwéc ngwoc h'o 1én phia
ddo, roi cip ngay tai bén ci. Titty va Roger da thdo giay va vo ra tredre khi
dén noi, hai doi giay voi hai doi vor cudn lai bay veo Ién bo ngay khi
thuyén cham da‘t. Mot lic sau moi ngwoi trén tau déu da ¢ dwdi nwoc,



cing kéo thuyén 1én roi d& cai xudng. Thuyén phé bét tay vio sip ciii cho
gon gang nhrv may dong chi dai bon ching nhin thdy trong I[€éu nhung
ngwoi the d6t than. Cay cii cha Titty dwore dat mot bén d€ chat ra sau. R01,
sau khi ta't ca nhirng khic cui twvong d6i déu da dwoc 18y xudng, thuyén
tredng John 1én thuyén Chim En nhit hét nhitng manh vun, canh gy, 14
khd veong vii khip ddy thuyén. Tau thuyén thwong ct bira bon dén khong
ngo sau khi chuyén ché ba't cix mot loai hang hda nao, ma cti vun la loai
hang héa 16n xdn nha't. Phai ma't mét lic 1au thuyén Chim En m&i tré lai
gon gang sach s€ nhw khi m&i xud't phat sang hom &y. Khi trén thuyén
khong con bat ky mdt chi€c 14 khd hay canh cti nao di nhd nhw que di€m
con sét lai, John day thuy€n ra, chéo vong vao cang. Cau Idy cdt budm
gidu trong bui rdm ra roi dgng lén. Cau giwong budm, thi kéo day néo
xem may con lan trén cot budm c6 hoat dong t6t khong. Thire ra lam vay
gi0 cling chang 1én ma thuyén Chim En ciing chang th€ nao cang budm ra
khoi ngay dwoc. R6i ciu di bang qua ciy ¢6i vé nhap bon v&i thuy thi
doan cia minh & dau kia hon dao.
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CHAT CUI LEN THUYEN




C4 bon da xé&p cui xong xudi, gan ngay bén chd nhém Ira Susan da
chat mot ddng ma’y hon dat.

“Pong kia d€’lam gi vay?”

“PE gitlr Itra, gidng nhw nhirng ngwoi the dot than lam &Yy,” Susan dap.
“Td1 nay em s€ tht lam theo xem.”

John di ti€p vao trong [€u.

CAu bdng dirng strng lai.

“Co ké da vao day.”

Ngay chinh gitra ctta Téu ciu 12 mot cdi cAy cdm phap trén miit dat, kep
trén dAu cdy 12 manh gidy tring gap lai.

M4y dira kia chay 0 vao. John m& manh gidy ra. Viét trén day la maYy
dong chtr ranh rot to twdng:

“Dén dé nhdn voi tui may rang khén hon thi dé cho nha bé ciia tao yén. Mot
ldn la qud du roi day. Khong dua dau.

James Turner.”

“Nhung ma minh c6 dong d&n nha be ctia hian dau,” Susan thot 1én.

“Ta’t nhi€n la khong,” John néi.

“Céi d0 yéu qudi,” Roger rua.

“Cai thuyeén ldc ndy minh thdy chac chan la thuyén cua han r'o6i,” John
noi, “thuyén ma anh twdng la nge dan nao dé &y. Pau ti€n han di réu rao
voi dam thd dan rang bon minh quiy han. R'6i gio thi han 1én vao Téu minh
khi minh khong c6 & day...”

“L& ra chiing ta nén di cing ddm Amazon ma ddnh dim thuyén hin
ngay cho roi,” Titty n6i. “D¢6 1a diéu nén lam. Minh 12y chau bau ra roi
danh chim hodc dot rui con thuyén. Minh giw lai con vet cling dwgc.”

“Minh nén lam gi diy nhi?” Susan héi.

“Phai triéu tdp cudc hop v&i dam cwdp bi€n Amazon,” thuyén tredng
John néi. “Tui d6 bi€t han. Han 1a ké& thl cda tui nd, va gio’ cling 1a ké thu
clia ta nra.”

“Hay bon minh chéo quanh thuyén han ma gao 1&€n ‘Thuyén truedng
Flint chét di’ di,” Titty d€ xuat. “D& han bi€t minh nghi th&¢ nao vé han.”



“Bon minh s& khong 1am gi hin hét,” thuyén trudng John néi. “Bon
minh thdm chi s& chuyéh I nhin cia nhitng ngwdi ddt than cho hén nira...
16i ma ho nho minh chuyén cho ddm Amazon 4Yy. Udc gi ¢6 gié nhi. Minh
khong th€ chay t&i gip tui kia dwoc ma tui né ciing ching thé cheo thuyén
t&i chd minh. Anh khong biét phai lam gi diy nira.”

Cau doc lai 14 the. R'61 Tan lwgt Susan va Titty doc.

“Hin tham chi con khdng ky tén that kia,” Titty nhan xét. “Chitng td
hdn muu tinh trd gi day.” Con bé chay sang Téu kia r'éi tré ra cling cy biit
chi. “Minh ghi tén diing ctia hin vao di,” n6é bdo. Susan duwra 14 thw ra va sau
hai chir “James Turner” Titty vi€t thém may chtt “Thuyén trwdng Flint”
con to hon ntra.

“Gio thi minh khong th€ lam dwece gi cd,” thuyén tredng John bu'6n
bu'dn néi. “Thdi, di tim thoi.”

Trong vong vai phit, ca thiy thdt doan thuyén Chim En di ving vay
thoai mai quanh bai cdp bén. L4 thw cla thuyén tredng Flint bi quén ma't
trong nwde, nhwng thuyén tredng John nhé dén nd tw tredec khi nguoi
ngo'm cau kho rdo trd lai. Sudt bira an tdi cdu dwong nhw khong d€ y nghe
gi khi cd ddm con lai trd chuyén nhao nhao vé con rin va nhitng nguwdi dot
than. Viéc cudi cung ciu lam trong dém &%y la di 1én tram quan sat. Mt troi
lin xudng trén nén troi quang dang phia sau dwong nét sic canh cia diy
d6i phia Tdy. Sao troi hién ra phan chi€u trén mat nwdc tinh ling. Chzatng
c6 d&'u hiéu cia mot ngon gid nao. CAu lai di xudng chd cim trai, thay quan
40 ngh va chui vao trong chin dit trén cdi tdi ngd bang rom. Roger trong
tdi ngd & giwong rom chia n6 da yén gid'c tw lic nao. John nghe thdy ti€ng
Susan, “Ch¢ nira phit hing tit dén nhé. Em can lam 4&m dong dat dip trén
Itra.” Cau nghe ti€ng nwdc xeo xeo trén tro néng. R6i ciu lai nghe ti€ng
Susan quay vao trong Téu. “Xong xuoi,” con bé ndi. “R6i. Ngu ngon nhé.
T4t den day,” cdu ddp, roi thdi tit den. Mai ciu chealng ngu duoc, roi cudi
ciing khi chop mét dworc thi nhitng lo ngai vé thuyén triedng Flint lai len 16i
ca vao gid’c mo cla ciu.
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Thuyen truéng John di 93p thuyen
trudng Flint

"IEC d4u tién John 1am khi vira thirc day 12 1dng nghe. C4u nghe thay
ti€ng thd déu déu cia Roger dang cudn tron dau doé trong tA'm chan bén tdi
cd bén kia. Cau nghe tha’y ca ti€ng chim h'éng twdc nhw dang tranh cai voi
mdt loai chim khdc trén ddo. Nhung cdu khong h€ nghe thdy ti€ng 14 cay
lay dong. Khong mot tiéng nwdre vO vao bo. Lai mot ngay tinh ling nhw to
ntra. Cau tr@ ngwoi qua nhin cdi phong vii bi€u. N6 chéng nhich di dau.
Thoi r6i, lai mot ngy khdng c6 gié, ddm nhd Chim En va Amazon lai bi
tach biét nhau hang bao hai 1y nhirng nwde 1a nwde khéng gié may vo tich
si. C4u phai lam gi v&i thuyén tredng Flint day? Chot ngay ldc d6 ciu
nghe thd’y mot ti€ng ddng lam cau ngo’ ngac, am thanh nhé thoi, nhung ba't
ngo, bat dinh. La ti€ng la nd lach tach. Cau hit hit vao. Cau ciing ngti
tha'y mui ltra nira, cdi mui hiing hic nhung dé chiu ctt 4m khép khu trai cda
nhirng nguoi thg dot than. Cau trwon ra khdi chin, roi budc ra khai Téu,
tay dui dui mét xua di con ngdi ngti. Pun dit thuyén phé dip dém qua dang
bo'c khéi nghi ngut. Mot vai cuc da't da roi vao trong. Vai cuc da chdy den.
Nhwng & ngay gitra thi Itra vAn chdy 4m i, nghe nhv ti€ng chim mdi thirc
day.

“O’' nay thuyén phé,” thuyén tredng kéu to. “Lo Ia clia em van cdn
chay kia.”

“Gi a?” Susan bwrde ra khoi Téu, mit van con ngéi ng.

“Day di, ra day coi 10 Itra cia em nay. N6 chdy nguyén dém qua day.”

“That khong? Hay nhi,” Susan reo. “Em ¢ lo minh lam da't am qua.”

“Ra day ma xem nay.”



“T&i ngay,” thuyén phé néi. “Anh 18y nwdoc giim dwoc khong? Bém
qua em dung hé€t nwdc trong &m d€ lam am dat gitr Ira r'6i.”

John véi tay 1y 4m nude, di thing xudng bai cp bén. Cau nhing cdi
voi dudi nwde, d€ nede chdy twr tr vao trong 4m qua 16 voi thay vi qua
miéng 4m bén trén. Néu ciu cr nhing cd &m nwdc xudng thi nwdc cling sé
chdy vao théi, cudn theo dd thir cdn ban Iénh bénh & ngoai. Con nhiing voi
nhw thé nay, cdu chi 18y nwdc te dedi bé mat. Pén ldc ciu quay lai voi
mot &m ddy nwdc, Susan dang hi hui nhen lai 1tra, kéo nhirng 16p da't chay
con sét lai sang mot bén, dit thém cii méi vao lira dd bén dudi.

Titty dang & trong Téu 16 mat nhin ra.

“Minh rang gitr Itra nay chdy hoai chay mai di,” con bé néi. “Minh d€
n6 chdy, hét doi minh ludén, r6i dé€n doi con minh, r'6i chdu minh ntra.
Giong nhwr ngon Itka trong dén thiéng cta thd dan khong bao gio lui tit di
xy”

“Chic trong may cdi dén nguoi ta dung dén dau rdi,” Susan néi.
“Trong nha tho ho ciing dung cdi d6 ma. Con day la Itra thiét.”

“O'nhwng ma né ciing c6 tit di dau,” Titty néi, van chua tinh ngli han.

Lira bung 1én nhanh chéng, Susan bic 4m nudc 1én trén.

“Em nghi cr d€ @'m nwdc d6 trong khi di boi cling dwoc,” con bé noi.

“Pi nao Roger,” thuyén tredng John vira néi vira chui vao trong Téu 16i
chan mén ra khéi nguoi nd, “d€ coi em boi thé nao nao, hai chan cham day
Xy

“Co6 mot chan thoéi,” Roger néi, “ma khong phai lic nao ciing thé” dau.”

Hai phiit sau, ca bon Chim En d4 ngup lin duéi nuwde.

“Tht boi ngtra coi nao,” John bao.

“Khong duwgre ma,” Roger dap.

“DE& 14m. Pitng trong nwdc nhw thé nay nay, roi ngira ngudi ra. R6i d&
hai tai chim dwdi nwoce.”

Roger ngtra nguwori ra.

“Tai ngay dwdi mat nwde,” John noi.

“Duwdi nwde roi,” Roger dap.

Ngay khi né d4p 101, nuedre bin 1én tung tée, roi Roger mat tiéu. R6i nd
lai tr'6i 1én ngay, phun nwdc phi phi.



“Em khong d€ chan dwdi ddy dwoc,” thing bé cau nhau. “N6 cir tu
nhién noi 1én a.”

“Anh biét 1a n6 s€ noi,” John ndi. “Néu em khong gap nguoi lai thi em
da ndi r'6i.”

Titty dang boi quanh hai dira nhw con chd, quat quat hai tay hai chén,
khong phai theo tirng cdp mdt, ma 1a tay nay roi chan kia. “Thi lai di
Roger,” con bé bao.

“Gio anh dat tay anh dudi 6t em nhé, d€ mdm em khong bi chim xudng
dudi nwde,” John noi.

Roger lai nim ngta ra, tya d4u 1én tay John. N6 rang dim hai tai xudng
nwdre, vdy ma chin né van noi 1én.

“Pap chan di,” John bao. “bPap gidong nhw €ch ay. Pap Ian ntra. Em
dang boi kia. Gidi 1dm.”

“Em bo1i ngtra dwore i d6,” Titty noi, trong khi Roger ving vy ding

A

1én.

“Biét ma,” Roger néi. “Xem em nay.” Thing bé lai ngtra ngudi ra
hwdng vé bor, d€ hai tai chim dwdi nwdce, roi dap that manh. Pap dwoc ba
sai thi nd lai cham da't. N6 boi dwgec nhirng ba mét 1a it.

Nhung thuyén ph6 Susan thi khong kip trong thdy Roger boi. Con bé
chi m&i boi dwgre vai ba phiit da chay vé Iéu d€ mac d6 va hong kho tdc,
v&i lai canh Ira canh nude nira. R9i con phai ludc tring, cit banh mi va
bo. Cong viéc cua mot thuyén phd qua that khong don gian chit nao, khi
phai lo dn cho cd mot thay thu doan d6i meo. Roger nhin quanh tim Susan,
10i bi bdm 1én b, vira chay vira nhdy cing 1én trai ma khoe v&i Susan 1a
minh m&i boi ngira dworc.

“Em boi dwore that a?” thuy€n pho héi.

“Vang thwra sé&p,” thing bé hén hé. “Pap ba sdi nhé, khong cham dau
hé&t. Chi xuéng do di, em boi lai cho chi xem.”

“Gio thi khéng dwoc,” thuyén phd bao. “Em ciing lau khd nguoi roi
gidp chi chuan bi bira sang di. P&€n trwa r'd6i minh lai di boi, lic d6 em boi
cho chi xem. Gio thi di di, em 18y gidp chi cdi phong vii bi€u trong Téu
thuyén tredng ra day.” Thing bé nhanh nhdu dem ra. “Nay!” Susan goi 16n
khi Roger nhdy cing 1én bd chay. “Pem binh sita xudng thuyén Chim En
nhé. T&i gior phéi ¢6 ngwoi qua ndng trai roi.”



John va Titty di qua dat lién d€ 12y stra & nong trai nha bac Dixon.
Trong khi d6 Roger va thuyén ph6 da chudn bj sdn sang bira sdng vira lic
hai dra kia quay ve.

Sau btra sdng John tri¢u tdp cudc hop lan hai.

“Van 1a chuyén vé thuyén tredng Flint,” c4u néi.

“Pi ddnh ddm thuyén hin ndo,” Titty reo 1&n.

“Ba con im di cho,” thuyén pho ra I€nh.

“Khong phai chi 12 vé birc thw cdia hin dau,” thuyén treéng John néi,
“ma vé chuyén nhirng ngwoi the d6t than da néi co. May dwra thay do,
hom nay van khong cé gid. Chiing ta khong th€ gdp dwoc ddm Amazon
hém nay r'6i, b&i vdy minh cling khéng chuyén loi cho ching dwgc. Diéu
do co nghia 1a cai ga nha be...”

“Ttc 1a thuyén tredng Flint...” Titty néi nho.

“Nay thuy€n vién Titty, em c¢6 im khong thi bao?”” thuyén phé quét Ién.

“Cé6 nghia 12 hin s& khong biét chuyén ma nhitng ngudi tho' ddt than
mudn nhin cho hin bigt. MAy dia c6 nghi 12 minh nén néi cho hin ma
khong can doi bon Amazon khong? May dira hi€u khong,” John néi tiéDp,
“thyc ra thi chi 1a chuyén cia mady ngwoi dan ving nay thdi. Chaalng lién
quan gi d@&&n bon minh c3, cho diu hin c6 12 hung than va nghi 12 bon minh
d4 ph4 nha be cta hin di nita. Bon minh khong c¢é pha v&i lai bon minh
cling d4 lién quan v&i bon Amazon d€ chdng lai hin roi, nhung ciing thé ca
thoi, cdi chuyén vé&i dan ban xi¢ niy, néu ma khong néi cho hin biét ciing
khong dworc. Lé ra ching ta da chuyén loi cho bon Amazon r'6i. Nhwng ma
tui né khong cé & day, nén anh nghi ching ta nén tw néi v&i hin vay.”

“Liéu bon Amazon c6 néi cho hin biét khong nhi?” Susan bin khoin.

“Chéc chin s& néi thdi. Bon né s& khodng thich ai khic dot nhip vio nha
be cia hin dau, nhat 1a khi bon né mudn ty minh dot nhip vao d6. Ma
tredre day tui n6é da vao roi, d€ 18y cai 16ng chim mau xanh ddy. Anh da
nghi mai, vi anh biét chic tui né s& khong mudn dan trong ving dot nhip
nha bé du. Vi th& anh s& di n6i v&i hin.”

“Nhan tién anh c6 the tuyén chién v&i hin ludn.”

Thuyén treéng John twoi tinh 1én. “U nhi,” cdu ndi, “anh s& tuyén
chién ludn. Bon Amazon chic chén 14 hai long cho xem. Ptng d6. Anh s&
néi cho hin biet chuyén nhitng ngudi thg' ddt than da néi. Chuyén dé



khong dinh dang d&€n minh. Toan la chuyén clia may nguwoi ving nay thoi
ma. R6i anh s& néi v&i hdn 12 bon minh chwa titng bén mang dén gan
thuyén cia hdn. R'6i anh s& thong bdo 13 bon minh tuyén chién v&i hin va
ring chiing ta s& 1am hét sttc minh d&€ dd'u v&1i hén.”

“Phai d& hén tw xem lai minh,” Titty 1én ti&€ng. “N6i th&’ m&i chuan.”

“DAu sao di nira minh ciing phai chuyén I nhin cho hin,” Susan két
luan. “Chiing ta da htta 1a s& 1am, em ciing dé thit git 1én khin tay cho may
ngwoi the d6t than thay r'oi. Thé tire 1a gite 101 hira. Vay ta't ca chiing minh
cung di a?”

“Anh s& di mot minh,” thuyén tredng John ddp, “d€ hin biét day khong
phai 12 mot cude tAn cong. Han s& biét chi 1a mot cude hoa dam thoi.”

Va thé€ 1a vao ngay lang gi6 thir hai thuyén tredng John lai ca't cOt cat
budm trén thuyén Chim En di. Chi c¢6 diéu I4n nay cdu chéo theo huwdng
Bic thay vi hwéng Nam, va di ¢6 mdt minh. Cau khéng mudn di dau, vi
ciu van lo khong rd bon Amazon s€ nghi gi, vi diu sao di ntra thi o1 nhén
nay danh cho tui n6 kia ma. V&i lai cdu khong thich di chuyén loi dén ké
thu, ké da twng khudy dong ngwoi trong ving chdng lai bon cdu mot cach
sai trai nhw th&. CAu van cOn nhé nhitng gi bac Dixon da néi. Hon ntra, ciu
liét ké thu nay vao loai d6n mat vi hén da 1&n vao khu trai khi doan Chim
En khong c6 d&’y. Ma thoi, 101 nhin vin & ddy, 1o cta nhitng ngudi ban xi
v&i nhau. N&u khong chuyén 1o thi s& khé chju hon nhiéu. Dau sao thi
chuyén 1oi chi mot lodng 12 xong thoi ma. Thuyén tredng John vay vy tay
khi c4u chéo thuyén ngang qua noi cim trai, va ciu tip trung chéo, déu
ddn, nhitng sdi cheéo dirt khodt, linh hoat giat ndy mdi khi ciu nhi’c bong
mai chéo 1én khdi mat nuwdece.

Cau khong tdn quéa nhiéu thoi gian d€ dén dwoec miii phia Nam vinh
Nha Be. Cau cheo thuyén cua vong, ngodi nhin lai sau lung d€ chic chin
minh huéng thdng d&n nha be, roi nhin qua dudi thuyén Chim En sang bo
h'6 ddi dién. Ngay bén kia dudi thuyén & bo h'd d6i dién 1a mot cén choi
mau tring. Trén swon d'6i bén trén cin choi 12 mot hang thong cao viit. Cau
chon 18y mot cdy ching nhw 1a ngay phia trén 6ng khéi clia can nha. Can
choi cling ciy thong nay sé€ gidng nhw hai diém mdc din vao bén thuyén
trén ddo Méo Hoang. Chirng ndo ma ciy thong thing hang v&i cdn choi
nhin tir phia dudi tau, thi cu biét chic minh dang di ding hwdng, nhim



thang vao nha be. C4u cho ring khéng phéi nhin quanh nhin quit d€ nim ro
phuwong hwdng 1a mot van dé€ danh du.

Cau lai rdng strc chéo, nhirng nhét chéo dut khoat, khong voi va ma gitr
nhip déu nhw dong h'6. Mai chéo khong dwoc vung nwde tung tée khi ti€p
nwdc 1la mot van dé danh dw ntra. Phai, cdu dang cheéo thuyén ri't thuan
thuc. Nhwng trong lidc d6 cdu lai mai nghi dé€n viéc minh phai ndi gi voi ga
nha beé. L&i nhin 12 chuyén ctia dan ban xt, khong phai that, nén goi ga nha
bé 1a thuyén tredng Flint s& khong on cho 1dm. Chi goi th& sau nay lidc
tuyén chién thdi. Cdu s& phai mé dau bang cach goi hin 12 bac Turner. R'6i
con céi 1o nhén tho 16 ctia hin nira ch. Chuyén nay s& dwgc dé cap trong
ph4n néi chuyén vdi thuyén tredng Flint vay. U vdy di. Viéc dau tién sé l1a
chuyén 1o nhén clia nhitng ngudi thg' ddt than. R'6i, khi nhitng chuyén véi
dan ban dia dwoc gidi quyét xong, ciu s& dé ciap d&n mal tin nhén, va
tuyén chién v&i hén.

Dot nhi€n cdu nghe tha’y ti€ng quang quac cua con vet, kém theo ti€ng
quat, kha gan.

“Coi chwng kia! May dang di dau day?”

Thuyén tredng John voi chéo gidt ngwoe lai ma nhin quanh. Cau dang
& cdach nha beé chirng chuc mét. Cau kéo chéo bén phai, tay trdi chéo ngwoc
nwéce, d€ quay thuyén Chim En lai. R'6i, nhe nhang chéo ngwoc lai bing ca
hai mdi chéo, cdu dwa toan b6 con thuyén, dudi thuyén hwdng vé trde,
dén gan nha be hon.

Ga nha b¢ ding trén boong thuyén, dang ha mot tdi hanh 1y to kénh
cang xudng chi€c ghe budc bén hong. Trén mii ghe 1a mo6t [d6ng chim 1on
c6 con vet xanh. Ga nha be, trong b trang phuc kha banh, dang ha hanh ly
xudng dudi ghe. Mot chiét xe dang dirng cho’ trén dwong, ngay bo sat dau
vinh nhd. RS rang con vet va gi nha beé sip di dau do.

John dang dinh m& mi€ng chao “Chao bac,” hoac la gi ddy, nhung ga
nha b¢ da 1én ti€ng truede.

“Nay,” hin néi, “cé tim thd’y mau tin nhin tao d€ lai trén bai cim trai
ctia may hom qua khong?”

“Cé a,” John dép.

“C6 doc dwoc khong?”

“Céa.”



“Doc chuwa?”

“R6ia.”

“Th€’, tao n6i 1a lam ddy nhé. Tao da bao ching may d€ nha be tao yén
co’ ma, th€” ma ngay sdng hOm sau may lai mon men dé€n gan. Tao n61 mot
T4an 14 dd 18m r6i. CAm mdi cheéo r'di bién khua't mét tao. Nhanh. Pirng bao
gio’ bén mang dén day nwra.”

“Nhuwng ma...” John ndi.

“Con ntra, n€u ching may con phdo hoa, t6t nhat la tha hét xudng h'o
cho tao. Con n&€u nha' thi€t phai dot, thi ra dong ma dét.”

“Nhwng chau khong c6,” John noi.

“Phzo hoa A7y 12 cdi cudi roi chir gi? Hi, thiét hai vay 1a dd 1&m roi.
Th& may c6 mudn ai d6 dé€n d6t phdo hoa trén thuyén ctia ching may roi
lam chdy hét budm hay gi &y khong? Nhin cdi bai chi€n trwong tyi may
gdy ra trén mai cua tao kia.”

Trén ndéc ca bin cong cong ¢6 mdt khoang chdy sém to ding. Vwa ndi,
g4 nha be vira chi 1én @4’y ddy phin no.

“Nhwng chiu chflng cé cai phdo hoa nao hét a,” John néi, “it nhat 1a tw
thang Mwoi mot ndm ngoai kia.”

“O hay,” g nha be bao, “khong thé nao.”

“Ma trede gior ching chdu cling chwa tirng dé€n gan thuyén cia 6ng,
chwa bao gio gan nhw bay gio ca.”

“Nghe nay,” ga nha b¢ néi. “Khi ching may dén dot cai thir quy quai
do, lam mai ca bin thuyén tao tan hoang, thi chung may bi€n di quanh cai
mii kia kia. Tao phai leo 1én dap Iira, tao doan ra dwore ngay ching may da
lam gi. Nhung ching may c6 1€ khéng biét 1a chi chirng niva gio sau do, tao
lai 1én boong, bt gip tui may dang chéo ngay qua ctta vinh nhé. May
twdng nhin thuyén ma tao khong nhan ra sao? Hom nay thi may thao cot
buom di, nhung tao da trong thdy thuyén chung may nhiéu lan roéi, may
trén thuyén ntra.”



=,
~ ~ - 3R, Ao
Y P 2 m% 2 ’”‘%‘\% 2
’/h'"r.f"\-n 42 /\ //f”i' zf//: Zia »

\

TR N R,
97/4/7{ ,&/w@%@%,ﬂ /r////’L rﬁH D s
i «;wzf?@// G50 Tt S,

S N 1 i G A

gy 5 //2?;:. ,/(n'ff, 4@ fé’./’ '/f Ly m, ,
{77} 7 g [} q’/? f#—*'lflﬂf 3’\. f‘% el
7% 77 ol Wiy ST W1y, ",-’Af éﬂ}ffz
i *"M %
s %

*{/i" fff/}l J % 4

- '.n.

THUYEN TRUON G J OHN LUI THUYEN



“Chiing chdu c6 tha’y 6ng hém d6. Ong gio nim ddm vé phia chiing
chau.”

“A. Cdi da’y thi may c6 tha’y a?”

“Nhung chau khong hé d6t phao trén thuyén 6ng. Chau chwa tirng dong
dén thuyén ctia 6ng. Pay la Tan dau tién chdu dén géan nhw thé nay, trir ¢6
mot Tan chung chdu cheo dén vinh Rio, khi 6ng dang ng6i trén boong, va
[an d6 6ng cling thd'y ching chau daYy.”

“Né&u viy dira nao la dira phdng hda thuyén tao?” ga nha be hoi.

John khong ddp. Khai ra ddm Amazon thi khong phai chit nao.

“Ching may c6 bdn dira trén thuyén,” ga nha b¢ ndéi. “Nhung may la
dira 1&n nha't. May chic phai biét khong duwoc @& ma’y dira kia 1am chuyén
nhw the€’, du may khong ty ra tay di nira.”

“Chiing chdu ching dtra nao lam déu a,” John tra 1.

“Cut,” ga nha bé quat 1én. “Tao khong con gi d€ néi nira.”

“Nhung chau d&n d€ néi v&i 6ng riang...”

“Bién ngay,” ga nha be lai quat. “Tao khéng mudn ndéi v&i nhitng ké
doi trd.”

“Nhung...”

“Cit ngay, nh¢ ding bao gio’ bén mang dén gan nha be clia tao nira.”

John nghen hong. Mit cu dé bung bung, ciu cir dirng nhw troi trong
trén thuyeén.

“Pi ngay,” ngwoi dan 6ng lai hét 1én. “Tao khéng ranh nhé.”

John ng6i xuéng va cheo thuyén ra khoi vinh. Lan nay ciu cheéo cat
lyc, khua cheo khong dwgrc nhip n/héng nwra. Cau quén béng cung cich hang
hai. Khi dwa dwoe thuyén Chim En tré lai bai cap trén ddo Meéo Hoang thi
ciu da hut hét cd hoi va nguoi nong phirng phung.

M4y dira kia dang ding doi cdu & do.

“Anh ¢6 tha'y con vet khdng?” Titty hoi toi tap.

“Hén néi gi khi anh chuyéh 16 nhin cho hin?” Susan hdi.

“Anh ¢6 1én trén nha be¢ khdng?” t&i phién Roger.

“Anh chgng chuyén dwoce 16 nhin cho hin,” John néi. “Hin khong d&
cho anh n6i.”



“Vay anh c6 tuyén chién vé&i hin khong?” Titty hoi.

“Khong,” John dap. Cau vira néi vira 16i thuyén Chim En 1én bo.

“H&n goi anh la thang néi l140,” cdu néi, roi lai thai di 1én dai quan sét.
M4y dira kia ngan ngo’ nhin nhau, nhwng khong di theo cau.

“Em ludn bdo minh nén ddnh ddm ciin nha bé di ma,” Titty thé dai.



16
Ti€c sinh nhit

SAU d6 ntra gio d6ng h'6 & trén dai quan sat, thuyén tredng John da
binh tdm tréd lai. R6t cudc, n€u khong dwore bon Amazon gidp sirc thi
ching viéc gi lién quan dén thuyén trudng Flint dwoc xit 1y ra h'on ca dau.
Hén 12 bac cia bon ching, cht c6 phai ciia ddm Chim En ddu ndo. Ma néu
nha Chim En c6 bac thi éng bac nay phai khic hin kia. John da tinh d&n
chuyén vi€t mot 14 thw cho ga nha be, nhwng cdu khong gidi vu viét lach.
Susan con t€ hon. Titty thi gidi vu nay, nhwng Titty s€ khong chju viét céi
thw theo ki€u tui nd can. Buc bdi cdi ngay troi lang gié qua di. Gia nhw ¢
gi6 va co hoi gdp ddm Amazon treede thi John dau phai te minh di chuyén
loi @én thuyén tredng Flint 1am gi, roi chuyén kho chju s€ khong xay ra.
Nhwng nhirng ngon d6i cao & man trén cta h'd khi€n cho cau thd’y chuyén
vE ga nha be chaalng dang la gi. Nhirng ngon d'6i nay c6 mat tredrc ca thuyén
tredng Flint. Va ching s& vin & mai day. Chang biét do dau, nhung diéu
nay cling an ti dwoe phan nao. John vui vé tré lai va quyét dinh rdang hom
nay ma boi quanh dao thi s€ ra't tuyét.

Cau di xudng trai.

“Susan,” cdu kéu, “h6m nay dep troi boi vong quanh dao dwoe do.”

“Anh c6 chic minh boi dwore khong day?” Susan dép.

“Anh s€ thtr,” John néi. “N&u mét qua thi boii vao bo’ thoi.”

M4y dira con lai chay xuéng bén d€ xem cdu xua't phat. Pau tién ciu
boi séi, that nhanh va manh khi€n nwdc vang tung tée. Boi tdi bai da &
man dudi ddo dé nhw khong. Titty va Roger chay t&i cang, va leo 1én mot
mém d4 cao d€ xem ciu boi & vong ngoai bai dd chin dwong 1én dio.
“Hoan hd,” bon tré reo ho khi thdy ciu boi ngang qua. Sau d6, ching lai
chay tiép dén man Tay, & ddy ghénh d4 gidng nhw bic twong doc thing
xudng dwdi nwdce. John boi doc theo bo dd, ldc nay chuyén sang boi éch,



nhe nhang khoan thai. Cu bit d4u thd'y quing dwong doc man Ty nay ra't
dai.

“Ti€p tuc di,” Titty la Ieén.

“Ti€n 1€n,” Roger phu hoa.

Susan ttr trai di ngwoc 1én chd ciy thong cao viit & man Béc, va nhin
xudng twr vach da cao. John da boi gan té¢i tram quan sat. Cau boi ra't cham.

“Anh c6 the€ tdp vao ngay didy n€u mét,” c6 bé kéu 1én, “nghi mot chiit
roi boi ti€p.”

John c& vay vAy tay, nhwng hop phéi ca biing nwde. Clu 14t ngtra nguwoi
va tha n6i, phun nwdc phi phi nhw cé voi.

“Gan hét vong r'oi d6,” Titty la to, con bé da chay 1én dai quan sat dirng
cung Susan.

John bét d4u lai, dung sitc chan dap nhiéu hon. Cdu boi vong qua man
trén ddo. Cau ti€p tuc boi ngira. Cau lat ngwoi lai va ngang dau 1én. Cau
thodng nhin thay bén thuyén, Chim En ndm ghé&ch trén bii cat. Pau ciu
chim xu6ng, thém nhiéu nwdc xdc vao miéng ciu. Ciu thGi phit phun nwdc
ra. Nhung ma b&n dd thyc ra ciing khong xa 1dm. C4u xoay ngang ngudi
boi ti€p. Chealng bi€t vi I€ gi ma hai canh tay cau khong nhd’c dugc 1€n cho,
hai chan khong con sirc dap manh nhw trudre.

“Anh lam dworc roi,” Titty ho to.

“Co'1én,” Roger ho theo.

MO0t Tan niva John thdp thodng thdy bén. Cau phai dén dich. Dot nhién
cdu thdy manh mé tr& lai. Cau boi vE phia bor. Cdu da xud't phat tw phia
nay ctia Chim En. Viy di, ciu sé khong cham chan xudng day cho dén khi
boi téi bén kia thuyén. Thém hai sai tay nira cdu da chup dwgc bén mép
man trai thuyén Chim En, cham chin xudng ddy, roi bo vao be, vira bd vira
ho vwra khac nhd vira phun phi phi vira run 14p cép, nhung lang lang cadm
gidc chién thing. Titty vi Roger chay dén chiic ming. John hé&t cd hoi
ching néi duge nén 151i.

“Khan day,” Susan néi. “Em ho lItra cho @m 1én r'6i d6.”

Cau choang khin qua vai. Cau I4n lwgt cha canh tay nay roi toi canh
tay kia. Cau da cam thay do hon.



“Um, anh da nghi 1a minh 1am dwoc ma,” r6t cudce ciu ciing 1én tiéng
dwoe. DU gi hom nay cling 1a mot ngay tuyét voi, mac ké chuyén voi
thuyén tredng Flint.

Susan vwra nghi dén viéc stra soan btra tria thi nghe ti€ng Titty kéu to,
con bé da mang kinh vién vong 1én tram quan sit phong khi c¢é chim cdc,
cwdp bi€n hodc ba't ¢ thir gi dang nhin.

“MOot chi€c thuyén cua tho dan,” né la 1én. “La me kia. La nir tho dan
da’y. Ba con mang theo thG dan con v&i ca vi em ctia nd nira.”

Anh em nha Chim En chay ca dén tram gic. Nguoi phu nit thd dan tu
tay cheo thuyén. Ba da di qua vinh Nha Be. Vicky va vi em ng 61 ngay dudi
thuyén. M4y anh em Chim En nhin mét c4i r'6i chay nhanh vé don dep I'éu
trai cho ngin nip. Ching trdi mén phi 1én céc tdi cd khd cho ngay ngin,
roi gdp mot dau lai. Susan cha't thém that nhi€u cai vao 10. Cling chflng
phai lam thém gi nhiéu. Sau d6 bon tré chay tré lai chd tram gic. Nguwoi
phu ni¥ thd dan da dé&n ra't gan. Chiing vy tay. Vi em va Vicky vay tay ddp
lai. Ngwoi phu nir thd din thi khong vAy tay dworc vi ba ban chéo thuyén.
Ba dwa thuyén vurot qua man trén ddo, 14t sau da cap thuyén vao. Bon tré
Chim En di dén day trude.

“Ngoi yén nhé, chi vd, cho dén khi tdi cap bor da,” ngwoi phu nit the
dan noi.

P4am Chim En nim 14y thuyén kéo vao bo. Ngay trén tAm véan béc
ngang chd ng'di chéo thuyén ¢ mot cdi gid miy to. Ngwdi phu ni¥ thd dan
tréo qua giod.

“Chao mwrng moi nguwei d€n véi ddo Meéo Hoang,” Titty ndi.

“Chao mwng, chao mwng a,” ma’y dira con lai cing ho to.

R6i ca bon tranh nhau. Me ¢6 thé' la tho dan dd’y nhung du sao hén ba
cling chéng cO van de gi.

N thé dan d&€m anh em nha Chim En sau khi hon bon chung. “Mdt,
hai, ba, bdn,” ba ndi. “Chwa ai chét dudi ca. Tot, vi hdm nay c6 nguoi
mung sinh nhit.”

“Ai vay? Ai vay?” ca bon nhao nhao. “Khong thé nao la John, sinh nhat
anh vira moi day.”

“Khong, khong phai John.”

“Sinh nhat con chdc?” Roger néi.



“Khong,” me noi.

“La cia con ha?” Titty néi.

“Khong.”

“Cung khong thé nao la sinh nhat con,” Susan néi, “b&i vi sinh nhat con
tring v&i Tét dwong lich, trong khi gio dang mua he.”

“Vay la sinh nhat ctia ai?”” bon nhd hoi.

“D1i nhién la caa Vicky,” ntr thG dan tra 1oi. “Con bé dwore hai tudi roi.
Thyc ra em n6 con bé qua chging bi€t sinh nhat 1a gi ddu nén me mang cho
mdi dira mOt mén qua vay.”

“Con Vicky thi sao a?” Susan hoi.

“Vicky ¢6 mot con ctru va mdt con voi. Me dwa em t&i ctra hang va em
no tw chon 18%y. Thoi nao giip me dem gid xudng d€ Vicky va vi em lén bor
nao.”

“Rwong nang ghé,” Titty noi.

“Qua thi khong nang dau nhé,” nr thd dan ndi. “May moén qua nhd
1&m.”

“Thé trong gid c¢6 gi vay a?” Roger hoi.

“May moén cho tiéc sinh nhat chir gi ntra,” nr thé dan dap.

“Hoan ho, khong can phai nd'u nwéng roi,” Susan reo I1én.

“A ha,” nir thG dan cuwoi to. “Me biét con s€ ngdy tro ndu nwdng ma.
Nhwng phai néi 1a cé vé con di xoay x& rat t6t. Trong trai khong cé ai bi
bénh d6 chw?”

“Khong ai ca a,” Susan dap, “va con khong thdy chan nau an, nhung
dwoc nghi mét Ian ciing thich.”

“D1 nhi€n bon con ciing bi nao 1a dich bénh, s6t vang da, viém da r'o6i du
cac loai bénh trén hoang ddo chir,” Titty ndi. “Nhung bon con chtra tri dwoc
ngay.”

“Ping vay,” nr thd dan néi, “dwng d€ mot con bénh nao day dwa lau.”

Moi ngwdi mang gid vao trai. Vi em &m Vicky 1én bo, moi ngudi thay
phién nhau chic sinh nhat con bé. Vicky cam theo mot con voi. Con bé d¢
quén con cuu trén thuyén, lat sau phai c6 ngwoi xudng dem 1én. Vicky
thich con voi hon con ctru vi con voi nhd hon. Con ctru thi to qué nén ctr bj
dat xudng roi quén mat.



N thd dan m¢é gido may. Trén cung, dwoc goi gidy ky lwong, 1a mot 6
banh sinh nhat, & banh to diing v&i chi Victoria vit bing kem mau h'ong
trén nén kem tring va hai trai anh do to dit & gitra, vi Vicky duwoc hai tudi
ma. Ti€p d6 1a mot con ga lanh. Dwéi nira 1a moén rau trén dyng trong thd’
to. R'6i toi mot cdi banh nwdng qua ly gai khong 6. R6i t&i mot trai dwa.
R'6i t&i mo6t nai chudi to, nir thd dan ¢t né vao mot cdi cdy nhw thé€ né moc
ra tie d6. “Khi nao thich an thi cic con c bé,” ba noi.

R6i d&n hang héa théng thwong hon, mdt hop xi rd vang, hai hii mut
cam lon cing mot hdp to banh quy mirt qua. Banh quy mit qua la loai banh
quy dep gitra ¢6 nhan mit qua 1y chua, 1a mén ctia dan tham hi€m tho6i. R'6i
thém ba 6 mi twoi va sdu chai bia ging.

“Hoan ho c6 ca rwgru ntra,” Titty reo 1€n.

“Nhwng may moén qua dau a?” Roger hoi.

“Me da néi 1a qua nhd xiu th6éi ma,” nix thd dan tra 1oi. “Pay qua day.”

Ba luc dwdi ddy gid roi 16i ra bon cdi goi boc trong gid'y niu, mdi goi
nhd c& nhw chiéc phong bi va diy gan bang hop diém.

“Dém s€ cang t61 hon,” ba ndi, “do khong c6 trang, nén me nghi co 1€
céc con s€ can dén mot vai cay den pin. Cac con khong duoc bat den lau
lién tuc dau nhé khong s€ mau hét pin ddy. Nhung c6 thé dung de€ phat tin
hi€u, hoac tim ki€m gi do trong dém...”

“Me oi,” thuyén tredng John la Ién, “lam sao me doan dworc la tui con
dang can dén chdng vay a? Ngay ding thoi di€ém ludn.”

M4&y dira con lai bat den pin cua chiing ngay 14p tirc, nhwng gitra ban
ngay thi khong ich gi. Roger va Titty chay vao [€u cua thuyén phd, chui
xudng tA'm trdi san d€ cho tdi hon.

Khi hai dira quay ra, tay con ban phui bun dinh trén dau gdi do nén dat
bén dudi tAm trai san kha am wot va dinh bét, thi nir thd dian bao, “Me
nhan dworc thy ctia b, bd nhic me mot chuyén. Roger boi dwoc chwra?”

“HOm nay Tan dau ti€n né boi ngra dwoe a,” John dap. “Quat dwoc ba
sai han hoi. Mot khi 1am duoc dOng tdc nay roi thi né sé cé th€ boi sap dé
ot.”

“Con biéu dién cho me xem nhé?” Roger lim le chay ngay xudng bén
thuyén.



“P& dé&n trwde khi me vé di,” nit thd dan néi. “Chwa phai ldc nay. A, bd
bao Roger phai ¢ riéng mdt con dao ngay khi boi dwoe, nén me ¢ mang
theo day phong khi Roger boi dwoe roi.”

Ba cudi xudng luc trong rwvong Tan cudi va 161 ra mdt con dao cé ludi
dao rd to. Roger 14p tirc mang dao chay ra ngoai thix chém 1én cdy. “Gio
con di c6 the khic dau nhu Titty dwoc roi,” né reo 1omn.

“NE&u con c6 th€ boi ngtra va boi sap ba sai thi con dwoc gitr con dao,”
ntt tho dan bdo. “Né&u khong, t6i nay me phai dem vé roi Tan t&i mdi lai
mang ra.”

“Chéc chén con boi dwoc ma,” Roger vira néi vira chiii chui lwdi dao
1én bén hong quian.

“Con s€ phai boi cho me xem kia,” nit tho dan néi. “Chan khdng dwoc
cham day day.”

“Mot ngén chan ciing khong a,” Roger dap.

R'6i tiéc sinh nhat bat dau. Ciing khong can phai néi gi thém. Tiéc ngon
hét sdy. Khong ai c¢6 nhiéu thoi gian d€ néi nang gi ca. Tiéc két thic khi
moi ngwoi bdo Roger di hai may qua trén cay chudi mai.

“Me nghe bao bon con cé khach d&€n tham,” me ndi.

P4m nhéc Chim En ngay nhin ba. Céi ki€u tin tirc lan truyén trong cong
d6ng thd dan mai that dang kinh ngac lam sao.

“Hom qua cd Blackett ghé thim me va k& riang cdc con gdi clia cd Ay
gap céc con trén ddo. C6 c6 vé rat vui. Bon con v&i may dira nha ay ¢6
hop khong?”

“Tuyét voi a,” Susan dap. “Mot dira tén la Nancy con dira kia la
Peggy.”

“Vay sao,” me dap. “Me twdng dira 1o tén Ruth chi.”

“Chi khi nao né & v&i thd dan théi,” Titty dap. “No6 la thuyén tredng
ctiia bang cwdp bién Amazon ddy me, va khi lam cwdp bi€n thi né tén la
Nancy. Tui con goi n6 1a Nancy luon.”

“Hiéu r6i,” me gat gu. “C6 Blackett néi rang hai dira d6 y nhw con trai,
va lo 1a tyi n6 qua nghich so v&i tui con.”

“Nghich cling co tui con thdéi ma,” Titty dap.

“Me mong la vdy,” me cuoi to.



Sau d6 me néi. “Ong bac cta ching vao mia he thi sdng trén ciin nha
b& ma ching ta da thdy &y. Bon con khong ¢6 phd phach gi chd d6 chir
ha?”

“Khong a,” John ddp mit bu'dn xo. “Nhwng 6ng &Yy thi lai cho ring c6.”

“Me biét ma,” me dap, “bac Dixon cé k& Me bao 12 me chic chin tui
con khong lam.”

“Nhung ong &y lai nghi 1a ¢6. Ong &y dd & day. Ong &'y dén khi bon
con di ving roi d€lai cdi nay nay.” John 12y ra birc thu dwa cho me.

Me nhin qua r6i hdi. “Thuyén tredng Flint 1a ai?”

“La ong &y do,” Titty dap.

«Q).”

Sau d6 John k€ lai nhitng gi ma nguwoi d6t than da néi, va vé chuyén
minh ty di chuyén 1o, vi troi khong c6 gié va cau khong thé nhén cho ddm
Amazon.

) “Con lam ddng r'6i,” me bdo, “nhwng bac Dixon ndi 1a dng ay s€ di
vdng mot hai dém gi d6.”

“Sang nay lic con dén gép thi 6ng &y chuan bi di,” John k€.

“Ong &y khong vui khi nhan 11 nhén 4?” me hoi.

“Ong &y khong chju nghe con néi,” John ddp. “Ong goi con 14 thing néi
140.” Chuyén Ium xim h'di sdng bdng dwng lom von tré lai.

“Néu da tirng bi€t con thi 6ng &y sé khong goi con nhw vay dau,” me
ndi. “Nguwoi khac nghi hay néi gi vé con déu khong quan trong néu nhw ho
chwra bi€t con. Ho ¢6 the€ nghi du diéu &y ma. Lic &y con lam sao?”

“Con bod di a,” John dap.

“Co Blackett néi ring 6ng Ay ban viét lich gi d6 va mudn dwoc & yén
mot minh. C6 bado 1a s¢ hai dira con gdi nghich nhw con trai ciia minh khién
ong &y song d& chét dé.”

Ca bon im ldng. K& cho me nghe chuyén cua bon chiing cling khong
sao. Me la tho dan than thién ma. Nhwng chuyén cda tui Amazon thi khong
dwoc néi ra dau nhé. Me nhén ra sy yén ling, thé 1a 1ap tirc chuyén dé tai.
Me qua that 1a thd dan t6t nha't ma bon chiing ting biét.

Tiéc sinh nhat lai rdm ra. N tho dan k€ chuyén ngay xwa lic bon nhd

fayd A

chwa sinh ra. Ba k€ vé Malta va Gibraltar, vé chuyén dong bu'6m vao cang



Sydney khi ba con nho.

Budi chiéu d6 bon nhéc ra hd tim, me di xudng bén thuyén d€ xem
Roger boi. N6 boi sap dwoc ba sai sau d6 xoay x& thém sdu ci day chan
khi boi ngtra.

“Néu con boi tdt dwore dwong &y r'oi,” nir tho dan ndi, “thi me nghi con
c6 th€ gitr lai con dao. Gio thi con chi ¢an tip luyén thém thoi.”

John mudn boi thém mot vong quanh dao ntra d€ khoe cho me biét 1a
minh boi dwgc, nhung me bdo boi mot ngay mot vong vay la dd 1am roi.
Titty bi€u dién 14n md ngoc trai. Susan boi dua v&i John mot quang ngén va
suyt ntra thi veeg't qua duegre cau.

Sau da’y la budi tra chiéu.

Cud1 cung da dén luc dwa Vicky veé nha.

Moi nguoi xach cdi gid rdng khong xudng bén thuyeén.

“Pén khi nao thi tui con chén céi ddo nay thé?” nir tho dan héi.

“Khéng bao gic, khong bao gid dau a,” bon nhd Chim En d'6ng thanh.

“Léau nay bon con may la cé dwore thoi tiét dep,” me bao. “Va ¢6 vé nhw
tui con ciling khong lam gi c¢6 hai cho minh. Nhung chi con mét tuan nira
thoi 1a ching ta phai di chuyén xuéng phia Nam r'6i. Cac con c¢6 th€ & lai
day dé&n géan lic d6 mién la thoi ti€t con tdt. Néu thoi tiét xau di, y me la
né&u mua mua tdi, thi cac con s€ phéi vé dd'y. Vao muia mwa, cac ddo hoang,
tham chi c6 1a hon dao tot nha't di ntra, cling khong th€ & dwore dau.”

Bon nhd Chim En nhin nhau.

“MOot tuan cling 1au ma,” me an ui.

“Nhwng tui con mudn & day mai cor,” Roger dap.

“Me ciing ddm chéc 12 th&,” nit thd dan néi.

Me hén khép lwot bon nhéc. TAt cd cliing hon bé 4 Vicky. Vi em va
Vicky 1én ng'6i & dudi thuyén.

Titty néi, “Me nay, me khong ngai lam thd dan phai khéng a?”

“Khong h€,” me dép.

“Vay thi cho con lam tho dan theo mdt phit thdi nhé. Minh ca mii di
me? Gidng nhw cic th dan trong ritng & Uc ma me k& cho tui con &y.”

Titty va me ca miii nhau, sau d6 di nhién Roger ciing phai lam theo.



R6i ni¥ thd dan hon tam biét bon nhd nha Chim En va xudng thuyén.
Chiéc gid rdng duoc dua xudng. John va Susan day thuyén ra roi me chéo
di.

“Tap hgp thanh doan ho tdng nao,” thuyén tredng John bao.

Lodng cai thuyén Chim En di nhd neo, thily tha doan 1én boong, va
thuyén tredng John chéo cit lwc. Nt the dan dwng lai cho, nghi tay trén
mdi cheo. Sau d6 hai thuyén chéo song song nhau, chéo Chim En khé hon
chéo chiéc thuyén & nodng trai Holly Howe, vi than tau Chim En chim siu
hon va duge ché tao d€ chay bang budm chit khdng phai d€ chéo. Nhung
nt tho dan cling khong voi va. Cudi cung, ngay trwedc khi dé€n vinh Nha Be,
thuyén tredng John dwng lai. Hom &y cdu khdong mudn nhin thdy lai cin
nha be d6 nita. Cau quay miii thuyén Chim En.

“Tam biét nhé, cac tho dan,” Titty kéu Ién.

“Tam biét, din da tréng,” nit thd dan dap lai. “Tw chio 13 tun phai
khong nhi? Tun. Tun.”

“PE€em cheo cho,” Roger noi.

“P&em,” Titty noi.

Thuyén tredng John dwa cho mdi dira mdt mai chéo. Cau va Susan
ng6i & dudi tau. Roger cheo triedre. Titty chéo sau. Susan 14i thuyén.

Susan rit khiin tay vAy chio tam biét chiéc thuyén ché thd dan dang
khud't dan & ddng xa. Chiéc khin vAn mang git thit trén &y. C6 bé thdo nit
thét ra, nhung khong néi gi.

Khi tré lai dao Meo Hoang, John bao, “Titty va Roger nén huyt sdo goi
gi6 1én di thi hon. Ching ta can phai day nhanh cudc chién.”
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CA dém d6 may dira nhd ng'6i quanh dam Iira trai, ban tinh k& hoach.
Sang mai chic chin sé c¢6 gié. Nhung ai ma biét dwoc gié sé& thdi hudng
ndo. Gié Nam thi ¢an k& hoach nay con gié Béic thi ¢an k& hoach khdc, va
gid nhw 1a ¢c6 mot con gié hi€m hoi c6 the dwa thuyén hodc di 1én hodc di
xudng hai dau ctia h'd di ntra, thi hai k& hoach kia chéng cal nao co ich la
maYy. Nhing mot con gié nhw vay thi d6i v&i hai phe déu nhw nhau, nén
viéc 1én k& hoach cho loai gi6 ay ciling chaalng ich gi. Ngoai ra, gi6 thoi ki€u
dé6 cling hi€m, cho dit may bay hwdng nao bén trén thi nhirng ngon d'6i cao
& hai bén h'6 cling thwong lam cho gié chi thoi xudi hodac nguwoc hd. Do
vay ching chi 1é€n hai k& hoach, mdt cho gié Bic va mét cho gi6 Nam. Gi6
Béc sé gitp nha Amazon dong thuyén ra ddo Méo Hoang dé& dang. Gi6
Nam sé& gitip nha Chim En dong thuyén ra séng Amazon dé dang. Tré vé
thi khong thanh va'n dé 1dm. M4t bao nhiéu lau ciing dworc.

Vay la c6 hai k& hoach dworc 12p ra.

“Trong cac tran thuy chi€n,” John ndi, nhd d&n mdt quyen sach noi
ti€ng, “co hai di€u quan trong; phai bi€t chinh xac ta mudn lam gi va phai
thwe hién né theo cach ma ké thu it ngo’ toi nhat.”

“Thé a,” Titty ndi, “vay ching ta mudn lam gi day?”

“Chung ta mudn chi€m I8y thuyén Amazon khi tui nha Amazon khong
c6 mit trén thuyén, va chiing ta ¢an phai nhé ring tui né cling mudn chiém
thuyén Chim En theo cdch dé. Ai chiém dworc thuyén cia d6i phuong sé
thdng. Bon minh di thda thuan th& khi ching & diy ma. Van dé then chot
& day la khong con nhiéu thoi gian d€ 1ang phi dau. Tui né cling s€ voi nhw
minh, cho nén n&u ngay mai gi6 thi hwéng Béc thi tui nd s& tAn cong minh
con néu gid thoi hwdng Nam tui né ciing bi€t 1a minh s€ tdn cong.”



“Em khong 1o 1am sao minh c¢6 the chi€m dwoc tau Amazon né€u tyi nod
dén day biang thuyén &y,” Susan néi.

“Pay la k& hoach cho viéc &y da’y thoi,” thuyén tredng John bao. “Néu
c6 gi6 Bic, mot dira trong bon minh sé dwa thuyén Chim En ra gidu & bai
sy chd minh di cAu 4y. Ba dra con lai s& mai phuc trén ddo chd gan bén
cang. Bon Amazon s€ cip thuyén vd bén d€ Ién bo dén trai. Trong ldc tui
né & trong trai, ching ta sé€ chi€m thuyén Amazon, va bon né sé hét duwong
thodt, con chiing ta s& chién thing. Pon gidn thdi ma.

“Con né€u la gié Nam?” Titty hoi.

“Thi s€ kh6 khan hon mét chit, vi ldc d6 bon né sé cho' minh dén, va
chéc bon né ciing da chuah bi sdn k& hoach.”

“Em khong bi€t lam sao ma bon minh danh dp ching dwgc day,” Susan
noi.

“Kho hon da’y,” thuyén tredng John néi, “nhwng ching ta s€ lam dworc.
Chi ¢c6 mot viéc minh ¢6 th€ thyc hién ma bon ching lai khdong nghi 1a
minh lam dweec. Ching ta cé th€ tim thdy ddo Méo Hoang trong dém va
dwa thuyén vao cang. Tui n6 bi€t cac da'u hi€u, nhwng lai khong bi€t ching
ta dd bién nhitng da'u hiéu d6 thanh dén hiéu. Do d6 tui né doan chic minh
s€ phai tdn cong s'm d€ tranh thu quay vé khi troi con sang. H4, minh sé
khong lam vay. Panh dp lic ban ngay ban mat thi chi c6 tha't bai ma thoi.
Bén cat thuyén ctia bon cwdp bién c6 1€ chi trong tAm quan sat tie nha bon
ching.”

“Sao huyét chwr,” Titty noi.

“V&i lai ¢6 th€ ¢6 nhan nhan thd dan & dd’y bdo dong cho bon ching. Ta
phai cwdp thuyén ctia bon chiing trong ldc chiing dang ché chén say swa
trén bo’, hodc dang nga say sau tran lu bu.”

“Tui né c¢6 cd mdt thung rwou trén thuyén. Chic chin trén bo ching
con ¢6 hang chum regru rum &y chi.”

Th¢, day 12 k& hoach cho gié Nam. Chim En sé dong budm dén cdc dio
gan Rio cang sém cang tt, d€ bon nhéc ¢6 the phéng tAm mét ra xa quan
sat, va ¢ th€ nhin thdy bon Amazon n€u ching cho thuyén ra khoi song
Amazon. Thuyén Amazon khong th€ an nap gitra may hon dao &y dworc,
cho nén nha Chim En s& phat hién ra thuyén Amazon mdt khi né di ra sdng.
Né&u khong thay thuyén Amazon, dm Chim En sé di tiép lic chang vang,



chéo ra séng, tim nha thuyeén, cit diy neo thuyén Amazon, roi ctt toan thiy
tha hd tong chién lgi pham (la Susan) dé dwa thuyén vé dao M¢o Hoang
trong dém. Trén ddo Meéo Hoang phai c6 mdt ngon hai dang, roi may ngon
den hiéu phai dworc thip sdng d&€ din dwong dwa cic thuyén viao bén an
toan trong dém. Nén thi khong the chdy sudt ngay, nén phai cé ai dé & lai
d4o d& thip den 1én vao phiit chét, ciing nhwr d€ trong chirng ngon hai ding.
Nguwoi d6 sé 1a Titty. Vi mot 1€ 1a Roger khong theé' & lai mot minh, trong
khi John va Susan déu can di d€ 14i hai chi€c thuyén. Vi 1€ ntra 1a Titty ci
them dwgrc mdt minh trén ddo Meo Hoang, 1am ngwoi gitr ngon hai ding
don ddc, lam Robison Crusoe, dwgrc cam nhan mot hoang dao thuc sy la
nhw the" nao. TaA'm chan s€ dwoc dung thay cho ta'm da dé.

Quyét dinh 1a nhw thé". Viéc dwng hai dang phai d€ dén sang mai. Van
dé duy nhat 1a, mai c6 gi6 khong diy, ma gié thGi hwdng nao moi dworc?
T61 d6 may dira ¢6 huyt sdo dbi chiit, nhwng cheamg an thua gi. John chay
1€n tram quan sat quet cay diém gio’ Ién cao. Nhwng ngon Itra khong them
lay 18y mdt cai d€ cho thad’y gid cé the thoi tir hwdng nao nira.

Budi sang trén h'6 ¢é swong mu. T hon ddo bon nhéc khong tai nao
nhin th&y dat 1ién. Khi John chéo thuyén sang 1ay thém stra, trirng va bo,
Roger di theo cdu, hd hi 1én nhw cdi coi bao hi€u d€ di trong swong mu, hi
to teng hoi dai, 1ap di 1dp lai, y nhw nhirng chi€c thuyén lon hay kéo coi tau
mdi khi 14i v bién Manche. Titty, lic ndy dang rd't mong dwoc doc chiém
hon ddo cho riéng minh, bén di 1€n tram gac va vira huyt sdo hoai bai “MaYy
cd nang Tay Ban Nha”, vira nhin qua may ddm mdy tring mém mai dang
che phu khép noi chi chira ra may mét mit nwde. John va Roger suyt chiit
16" dwong vé ddo. “Néu cw ti€p tuc thé& nay,” John ndi, “thi khong c6 k&
hoach nao ctia minh dworc tich sy gi cd.”

Nhung sau bira sang mat nwdc gon chit séng lan tan dwdi lan swong
mil. Swong mil di chuyén tdn qua ciy cdi roi bat dau boc 1&én khdi mit h'o.
Thoédng chd nay thodng chd kia, nhirng day d'0i va mang ring sim mau trén
bo hién ra sau lan swong mo, r'oi bi€n ma't, roi lai hién ra. Gié thoi hudng



Nam. Ngon gi6 mang theo chut mwa bui, nheng mwa ciing tanh di va swong
mu tan hét, gié manh dan, v ning 1én.

“Gi6 xudi,” thuyén tredng John tuyén bd'.

“Hay qua,” Titty reo.

“Chting ta phai nhanh 1én,” John néi. “Ching ta phai lam sao ra khu vgc
quan dao ngoai Rio trwed'c khi bon Amazon t&i d6. Khau phan cho ba ngwoi
nhé thuyén phé. Brra t61 va btra khuya. Nao nao, thuyén vién Titty, va em
nira, boi tau, giip mot tay deng hai ddng nao.”

Thuyén phé Susan bét tay vio chuih bi ph#n in trong ngay. Co bé doc
h&t mot hop banh quy to ra, vi d6n hét thirc dn v d6 1a hop 1y nhat, d€
khéi phai chi&m chd trén thuyén. Mot hop banh quy s& nim gon bén dudi
tA'm vén bic ngang gitra thuyeén.

Thuyén tredng John di vao Téu 18y ra cudn diy thung bon ching mua &
Rio. Sau d6, cling v&i thuyén vién va cdu boi tau, ciu di 1én tram quan sét.

Cai cay ¢& tram quan sat 1a mot ciy thong ra't cao. May nhanh bén dudi
thap da gdy trui, nén phan gdc 1a nguyén mot than ciy dai nhin nhui,
nhirng nhanh cdy 1on dau tién cach mat da't kha xa.

John thir vong tay 6m than ciy. Dudi gan goc khong to 1dm. Cao hon
chiit nira thi ciu c6 the dé dang bam leo 1én trén.

“Véan dé la, anh khong the€'leo 1én néu tay vuedng viu.”

Cau cot mot dau day thirng quanh eo, r'oi dwa cudn diy cho Titty.

“Nay nhé,” ciu bao, “em n&i day ra, coi ching ding d€ n6 vuedng vao
bat cw thwr gi.”

“Vang thwa thuyén treong,” Titty dap.

Thuyén tredng John nhd nwdc bot vao hai ban tay roi cha cha xat xat.
Thyce ra viéc nay khong gidp ich gi nhi€u khi tréo 1€n nhirng than cay tho
rdp nhw cdy thong, nhung trong cé vé htru hiéu nén lam vay cling dang.

R'6i ciu bit dau leo. That ra ciing khdng qud khé nhr méi twdng. Cang
1én cao cang dé dang, vi than ciy khong qué to néu ciu dé dang bdm chén
chit vao mdi khi mudn dwa tay 1én.

“Purng c6 dirng ngay bén dwdi ddy,” ciu la to, va Titty xé ra khoang
mot vai mét.



“Purng ¢6 gidm lén s¢i diy, Roger,” Titty bdo. Con bé da d€ cudn day
trén mat da't, dang n&i dan day ra khi John leo 1én cao.

Khé khin 1a khi ciu phdi leo qua nhitng chd ting ¢6 nhdnh ciy. Ludn
¢6 mdt ma'u nhon chia ra chd trwede kia 1a canh. Pwa tay qua khoi may chd
nay ciing dé nhung khong dé gi kéo chan 1én. May mau nay khd citng lam
vrdng viu tay chin, nhung lai khong dwoc chic cho 1dm d€ 1am chd dit
chan 1én.

Cudi cung cau ciing leo 1én dwoc canh cdy to. Cau twa dau nghi mot
chiit. Sau d6 ndm chiit 1a'y canh nay, ciu tha hai chan ra réi du minh 1én.

“Can than da’y anh,” Titty hét 1én.

Nhwng Titty vira n6i thi John da 1am xong diéu cdu mudn. Cau dung hai
canh tay va vung chan manh d€ du ngwoi 1€n, mot chan méc vo canh cay.
Pu thém mdt phdt nira, vdy 12 cAu di ng'di vit va vit véo trén canh.

“Cho nay dung 1am tram gac thi t6t qud,” thuyén tredng John néi. “LE
ra anh phai 1én trén nay tu tredc. Nhwng treo deén tit trén cao nay thi khong
ich lgi gi. S€ bi ma’y nhéanh ciy & trén buéng xudng che gan khua't hét thoi.
T6t hon 1a treo dén bén dwdi. Con canh cdy nay d€ mang day thung 1én la
to't r'oi. Titty ndi thém day cho anh.”

Cau kéo thém day 1én, thdo dau day cdt quanh eo ra, va tha xuéng dat
qua phia bén kia canh cay.

Titty chup 18Y.

“Giwr chat 18y hai dau nhé,” thuyén tredng John bdo, “gitr hai dau day
that xa than cay trong khi anh leo xudng. Bao Roger di 187y cadi dén lon di.”

Roger chay di 18y den. Titty cam hai dau day nhich ra ngoai ria tram
quan sat d€ s¢ii day khong treo gan cdy, lam vwdng viu John khi céu leo
xudng. John, ng'di xoac chan trén canh cay, di chuyén I4n Tan sat vao than
cdy chinh. Sau dé cAu méc hai chan trén cling mot phia ctia canh cy roi
bdm chiit vao than cdy. Sau dé tut xudng khodi canh cay, ding hai chan quép
chit than cay. Sau d6 thi d& dang hon. Cau biét khong nén tut xudng, ma
chi nhich xuéng twng ti mo6t, dau tién 1a hai tay r'oi t&i hai chén.

Truwdc khi cdu cham dat, Roger da tr¢ ra dem theo den. Thuyén truedng
John budc mot dau day 1én tay cam bén trén den. Ciu budc dau day kia
quanh hdp dung ddu dudi d& deén. Poan ciu kéo deén 1én dén chung ba
phan tw khoang céach tw dwdi da't 1én canh cdy. R'6i cdu nhin quanh. “Nao



nao,” cau noi, “n€u chung ta tao day treot cot chat vao bui cy nay, né sé
khong bi kéo sat vao dén, nhw vay thi khdong cé nguy co hda hoan. R6i nhé,
thuyén vién, em 13 ngudi gac ngon hai ding. Thit kéo deén xudng xem, thip
den roi kéo né Ién lai, nhanh nhanh tay vao. Di€ém day. Em c6 thé€ dung
phian day kia dé€ gitr den khong dong dwa.”



CAY HAI DPANG



Titty cAm hai bén day thung, thd mot bén va kéo mot bén, dem dwoce
den xudng. S¢i diy thing triegt ro ro quanh canh cdy. Titty mé dén ra ma
thip sang, roi bit dau kéo 1én.

“Chd nay dwoc chwa?” nd hoi.

“Cao hon ba ta’c nwra.”

“bung chwa?”

“Qua dep. Gio em budc chat thir xem nao.”

Titty budc that chat sgii diy thung thong ti canh cdy xuéng vao bui ciy
nhd & bén hong tram quan sat, d€ sgi thirng cach xa that xa. Phan con lai,
tr dudi d&” den, né cot chit quanh than cdy, d€ den dwoc gitt thing. Phan
day thirng con dwr ndm trén mit da't gitra ciy thong va bui ciy nhd.

“T6t,” thuyén tredng John néi. “Ha dén xudng tit di.”

“Vang thwa thuyén treong.”

“Vay day nhé,” thuyén trudng John néi. “Thép dén trén ngon hai diing,
va treo n6 1én ngay khi troi vira sdp t6i. Nhung khdng cin phai thip may
dén danh didu ngoai cang dau khi bon anh chwa vao gin bén. V&i lai em
cling can c6 nén & trong trai. TGt nha't 1a doi nghe ti€ng cu kéu cua bon
anh r'oi em hing thip den hiéu 1&én. Khi 4y em s& biét d6 1a bon anh chi
khong phai quan dich. Hoi ti nao, Titty, em cé nghi 1a minh ty xoay x&
duoc khong the™?”

“Pwoc ma. Nhwng phdi nhanh 1€n khdng théi bon ching 1én qua mat
may anh ma vao vung dao da’y, con minh em khong th€ nao chdng dwoc
mot ldc hai dira Amazon dau.”

“Tui né lam gi kip v&i gié nguwoc thé nay,” John ndi, “nhwng chiing ta
cting can di ngay.”

“Pi thoéi,” b6i tau ndi.

Bon nhdc tré lai trai.

“Cdc khau phan #n da sin sang thwra thuyén trirdng,” thuyén phé Susan
bdo cdo. “Em c¢6 dem theo mdt binh stra to cho bon minh. Bd né dwoi day
tau d€ gitr mat. Em cling d€ lai mot binh nhod cho thuyén vién ntra. N6 sé ty
lo tra chiéu. Cah than dirng d€ Itra tit da’y Titty,” cd bé néi thém. “N&u em
mudn di ngd, 18y dat ddp 1én Itra, nhw may ngudi dot than 4y. Pém xudng
troii s€ lanh cho xem.”



“Em chang nga dau,” Titty ddp. “Em s& & minh trong t&m 4o choing,
ngoi canh Itra trai.”

“Roger,” thuyén phé Susan bao, “di vao trong [éu ma mic mdi thit hai
cai vao.”

“Moi thir 4?” Roger hdi.

“Moi thir,” thuyén pho tra loi. “Hai 4o khodc, hai quan dui, hai 4o so
mi, hai quan chén gd1, va hai d6i vo dai.”

“Em khong thé’ mang mdt Iic hai doi giay dwoc,” Roger dap.

“Khong céan. Di di. Mac gdp d6i moi thit khac. Twdng twong nhw em
sap di 1én Bic Cyc ay.”

“Hai ca vat nira nhé?” Roger hoi vira di vao trong Téu.

“Va gép ridt 1én nao,” thuyén tredng 1én ti€ng. “Khong con thoi gian d€
lang phi dau.” C4u di ra ciing Titty d&€ dung cdt bu'dm, chuah bj s&n budm.
Susan mang theo d'6 dy trir xuéng bén.

“Bon minh khong c6 tdm xi€m nhw thuyén Amazon ma lai hay nhi,” c6
bé vira néi vira nhét hdp banh quy xudng dwdi tim van bic ngang thuyén.

“Tam xi€m rat c6 ich khi ta cho thuyén chay ngwoc hwdng gié trong
chd hep,” thuyén trudng néi, “nhung Chim En vin chay rit t6t mic du
khong ¢6 nd, va qua 1a xi€m chi€m nhiéu chd thit.”

Susan quay lai 14’y thém stta. C6 bé mang ca binh 1&'n 1an binh nhd.

“Nhin day nay Titty,” Susan ndi, “chi ngdm binh stra clia em dwdi nwde
chd nay, d€ gitr lanh. Pung ¢6 bd di roi quén ma't chd nao da'y.”

Vira hay thing bé boi thu Roger khénh khang di xudng t&i bén thuyén.
NGO tron vo nhuw trdi banh, hai canh tay dang ra ngay do'.

C4 thuyén tredng 1an thuyén vién déu cwoi phé 1én. Nhwng thuyén phd
nhin ciu c6 vé trach ctr.

“N6 can gir Am nhw th€,” Susan ndéi, “nhwng ching ta cling s€ dem
theo nhiéu chian d€ phong khi can nira.”

Co0 bé chay nguoc 1én trai Tan cudi, va trd ra véoii ma’y cdi chan.

“Chiing ta da c6 da d6 chwa?” thuyén tredng John hdi. “Anh cé dem
theo la ban. Bén pin cua tui em dau? Anh cam theo cdi cda anh r6i.”

“Peén ctia em & trong tdi,” Susan tra 1o1.



“Em c6 dem theo,” boi tau néi, “nhung khong 14y ra degre. N6 nim
trong tdi do 16t clia em.”

“Khong sao,” thuyén tredng John bao. “Khi nao can bon anh s€ 18y ra
cho. Con céi kinh vién vong ntra.”

“Ching phai 2 em phai gitt kinh sao, d&€ canh ching 4y?”

John suy nghi mot chdc.

“U,” cAu dép, “théi em nén gilr 14y vay.” Cau dwa kinh vién vong cho
Titty. Cau nhin quanh con tau th€m Ian nira. “Tat ca Ién tau,” cau ha Iénh,
thuyén pho va b6i tau cung leo 1én di xuéng dudi thuyén. Thuyén treong
day, va khi Chim En viva mé&m nudc thi ciu di quy trén miii thuyén roi
ngay sau d6 ban ron chuah bj budm. “Ping c6 quén thip dén day, Titty,”
cAu goi 16n. “N&u troi ma tdi qud thi thanh bai gi cling nho' vao dd’y. Thip
hdi ddang ngay khi hoang hon xudng, roi khi nghe bon anh gia ti€ng ci kéu
thi thdp dén nén & chd d4anh da'u ngay b&n.”

“Vang thwa thuyén truedng,” Titty néi. “Poan Chim En mu6n nim.”

Phit sau John da kéo budm 1€n va cot chdt. Cau kéo manh cdy sao cang
budm xudng cho d&n khi cac dwong gdp nép trén canh bu'dm chay doc 1én
thay vi chay ngang. Céu thao tdc rd't nhanh. Ca bon lwdt ra khdi chd khuét
gi6 noi ddo. R6i thuyén don dwoe gié. Thuan chiéu gid nén toan bd thiy
thi doan cung ngdi & dudi tau. Thuyén pho lai tau. Cay sao cang budm
von ra man phai thuyén, va chi€c thuyén nhd véi canh budm nau lwdt
nhanh trong néng.

“Hoan ho,” Titty la Ién, chay 1én tram quan séat, drng bén dudi ciy
thong gior da 1a mot ngon hai dang.

“Hoan hd, hoan ho,” tiéng ho tt Chim En vong vio.

Thuyén vién Titty dung kinh quan sat cho dén khi cdnh budm nau
khudt dang sau mom Darien. Gio ddy né da la Robison Crusoe, dang di
xudng trai d€ lam chu hon ddo cia minh.
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CON bé nhin quanh trai va thdy ngay cé gi d6 sai sai. C6 t&i hai cai
Téu, trong khi 1& ra thdy thd bj d&m tau & trén ddo hoang chi nén c6 mot cdi.
N6 thodng nghi dén viéc ha cdi Téu cua thuyén tredng xudng, nhung r'oi
nhé lai cling ¢6 ldc né s& khong 1am thiy tha bi ddm thu ma con phai trong
nom trai cua nhtrng nha thdm hiém trong khi nhém chinh dong budm trén
hanh trinh Ii€u linh. Trong thoi gian d6 thi ¢6 cang nhiéu [€u cang t6t. Do
vay n6 quy€t dinh khdng ha Téu cda thuyén tredng xudng. “P6 1a chiéc Téu
ctia Thir Sau,” né ty nhad. “Di nhién 1a minh chwa tim ra cdu &y. Nhung cw
d€ sdn dén lic can.”

Sau dé con bé chui vao [éu cia minh va thuyén phé. Cin [€u qua tinh
van cOn mang hoi hedm cta Susan. Méc di Susan d3a mang hét may cdi
meén di nhung van d€ lai tdi ngh cta chi. RO rang diy 1a Téu clia hai ngwoi
chit khdng phai ciin Téu clia mot thily thii dim thu don ddc. Thé 1a thuyén
vién véc tdi nga ctia Susan chong 1én trén tdi cd cua nd, roi 1ay chian cua
minh trai 1én ca hai. Ngay 14p tirc [éu thanh cua riéng mdt minh nd, r'éi khi
né phdi tré lai nhiém vy canh gac toan khu trai thi viéc tra tdi nga cda
thuyén pho vé chd cii ciing sé khong kho khin gi.

N6 ndm 1én trén hai cdi tdi cd. Anh nfng chi¢u sdng qua 16p vai bd
tring, nhin ra ctra Téu né trong tha’y khéi tring boc 1én tir b&p than am i. N
bit dau cam tha’y nhr minh thyc sy don ddc. Tham chi ti€ng ong vo ve
ngoai bui thach nam sau Téu cling nhic cho n6é cdm thay khdng con ai khéic
trén ddo. N6 nghe ngéng nhirng ti€ng dong khac. Chim choc khdng Iiu lo gi
nhiéu, chi mdi mot con chim d& riu rit ddu gan day. Co ti€ng séng v 1 oap
vao bor Tay, r'oi thi thoang ti€ng gié lao xao qua tan 14. Nhung tuyét nhién
khong c6 ti€ng ngwoi. Khong ai lam may dng lon kéu loang xodng. Khong
ai rira chén. Roger ciing ching & ddy d& né trong ching. Susan ciing ching
¢ day de€ trong chung ca hai. John khong c6 & géc canh, hay dang bén day



thirng trén thu Chim En & d4u kia ddo. Chang c6 hoat dong nao cta bt cte
ai. Chflng c6 gi dién ra n€u chinh né khong dong tay vao. Giong nhw chi
con minh nd trén thé& gidi nay vay.

Pot nhién né nghe ti€ng xinh xich xinh xich ctia mot chi€c tau hoi
nude dang di xudi ho. Theong ngdy ching ai d& thm dén may chiéc tau
hoi nwdc ngoai trie Roger, nhirng hom nay, vira nghe thdy ti€ng, thuyén
vién Titty 1ién nhdy dyng 1én chay ra khoi Téu. Xuyén qua cay cdi trén bo
Tay n6 c6 the€ nhin tha’y con tau chay ngang qua ddo cach mot khoang that
xa. N6 18y kinh vién vong d€ quan sat con tau. Boong tau 16" nhd nhitng
ngwoi, nd con thd’y mot thily thu dang cam 14i. C6 1€ nhirng nguoi trén tau
dang nhin sang ddo. Ho khong biét trén dao chaalng cé nguoi nao ngoai mot
thuyén vién bj ddm tau dat vao day hai muwoi 1m nim trwede. Di nhién 1a vi
né da khong vy co d€ cho nguoi ta biét nd dang & diy cho dworc ciru.
Nhung ai lai mudn viy co kéu ciru trong khi ¢ trong tay mdt hon ddo
hoang cua riéng minh co chi? D6 chinh 1a chi ti€t lam hong bét ca cudn
sach Robinson Crusoe. Cudi cung O6ng ta da vé nha. L€ ra khong bao gio
dwoc ¢6 két thic méi ding.

Con tau hoi nwde chay nhanh xudng phia Nam h'd, va Titty doi theo n6
qua hang ciy trén bo bién cao hon phia Ty ddo. Lo1 di dan xudng bén
cang dang dan trd thanh con dwong mon. “Giéng nhw 1a minh da & day
hang bao nam treii,” Titty nhu, “nhwng ti€c 1a minh chflng cO con dé€ nao. Lu
dé hin s& gam sach may nhanh cdy nho giang ngang 161 di, lam vwdng téc
mdi khi phai chay voi trén dwong nay.” N6 16i dao clia minh ra bit dau tia
bot nhanh cdy cho 167 mon dwoc thong thoang hon. Canh nao giang ngang
sa thap xuéng can dwong can 167 1a nd bé hodc chat bd ngay cho dén khi
nho lao ddng cat lyc ma né da phat quang hét con dwong tr dd'y xudng
cang. R'6i n6 chay di chay lai trén dwong, tw trai xudng cang roi nguoc lai.
Con dudng gio méi 1a 161 mon thue thu. Budn cudi 1a trude nay ching ai
nghi d&n viéc phat quang 167 di nay. Dwong nhw khi & m6t minh thi luén c6
nhiéu thoi gian lam nay lam kia.

DPén cang con bé v&i tay d&n cy dinh trén canh ciy chia ba d&€ cho chic
%n 12 minh ¢6 the treo dén Iong 1én. N6 khong hin véi t¢i duoce, nhung
cing chgng sao vi n6 ¢6 theé cam phia dwdi ddy den, con céi vong can dwoc
méc 1én lai ndm ngay trén. C4i dinh trén mdém ciy cut c6 d4anh dau chéo
tring thi kh4 thap. Chgng kho khan gi maYy.



N6 bit dau nghi ring con rat lau tréi méi t6i, con Chim En cung thiy
thu doan thi 1au hon méi vé. Nhwng né€u moi nguoi ¢6 the’ mang chién lgi
phdm Amazon vé thi vay ciing ddng. Nhu thé bon cudp biéh m&i mé mét
ra. Va sang hom sau nha Chim En s& di thuyén ngwoc 1én song Amazon d€
bdo cho bon curép biéh ring chiing da thua tran, roi giai Nancy ciing Peggy
tré lai ddo Méo Hoang nhw nhirng ti nhan khiém ha va day kinh can. Trong
thoang choc Titty woc gi minh dwge di cing voi moi ngwoi trén chiéc
Chim En. Gi® nay chic ca bon dang suc sao cdc hon ddo & Rio, canh phong
can mat, cho’ d&n hoang hon d€ ra ctra song. Con bé khong bi€t dong séng
trong nhw th€ nao. Thé nhung ta khong th€’ ¢ moi thir mét lic dwoc, va
néu né khong chon & nha d€ thip ngon hai ding va dén dan dwong, né s&
khong bao gio’ ¢6 co hdi dwgec mdt minh lam chi ¢d hon dao.

NO céi giay, 16i nwdc qua tang da 1on & mot bén cang. N6 leo 1én trén
dinh, ndm dé ngé vé cudi h'o va quan sat chiéc thu hoi nwde cap vio cau
thu & tit dang xa. Lic d6 né trong thay con chim hét nwdc. Mot con chim
tron am bé xiu, dudi ngin gidng dudi chim hdng twdc, lung mau nau va
mot mang rong mau tring giong nhur dang mic 4o gi 1&, dau trén mdt hon
d4 nho 1én trén mit nwdc cach d6 hon chuc bwde chan. Con chim gét git,
nhw th€ dang cui d4u, hay mot ctr chi chao thoang qua tho’ o nao do.

“That 1a lich thiép,” Titty tw nhii. N6 nim im phéc, trong khi con chim
nhd hai mau tring nau guc gic dau chio trén hon da.

Thinh linh chim hét nwéd'c nhay thoc hai chan xu6ng nwdc. N6 khong sa
xudng nhw chim cdc, ma nhdy tdm xudng, gidng nhw ké khong biét cach
phéng xudng nwde & dau sau clia h'6 boi. Vai khic sau né bay 1én khdi mit
nuwoc, dau trén tang d4, roi lai nhin chao gidng nhw dang cam on khan gia
da vo tay tan thwdng.

N6 lai quang minh khéi tang d4, roi nhdy tdm xuéng nwdc. Lan nay nd
nhdy xudng viing nwdc khd tinh dwoc tdng dd to ma Titty dang nam che
chén. Titty nhin xudng va trong thdy con chim dudi mit nwdc, dang boi
bang cdnh nhw th€ vin dang trén trdi, that nhanh doc theo ddy h'o gan dudi
tang da. Khi ngoi 1€n, né ngoi khdng gidng nhw loai vit nghi ngo'i mot chap
sau khi 1dn, ma ctr vy ti€p tuc bay 1én lam nhw khong c6 gi khac gitra nwde
va khong khi, ¢6 ching 12 trén khong thi né v canh nhanh hon.

“O, minh chua ting thdy con chim nao lam nhw th& bao gic,” Titty
nghi khi con chim hét nwéc dau 1én hon da r'di nhin chao hai ba Tan. “Qua



la con chim khéo 1éo nhat ma minh tirng tha’y, va la con chim lich sy nhat
ntra. Udc gi n6é 1am lai nhi.” Con bé chdng cui chd day, gat dau chao chim
hét nwdc khi chd chim cii chao né. Khong theé nao ma khong chao chim hét
nwoc khi né nhiin chao ta dwore. Nhung hinh nhw con chim hét nwéc khong
thich thé&’, né vit bay di mat dang sau nhirng tang da, bay that nhanh va
thap trén mat nuworc.

Titty cho mdt h'6i 1au cho con chim quay lai. Nhuwng né khéng xuat
hién. C6 th€ n6 da quay veé to r'oi. Titty chot nhd ra 1a minh dang canh gac
ddo d€ phong moi cudc tin cong. N6 nén quay trd lai gdc canh v&i kinh
vién vong chir khong phai & day. Vi th& con bé leo xudng khoi tang d4, 16i
vé bo’ va mang giay vao. Thay vi di theo 161 mon m&i phat quang, né cho
ring minh nén di theo 167 khdc, 187 di nay chwa thanh 167 mon, bon ching
thinh thodng st dung d¢€ di lai gitra cang va bén db. O dy cdc loai cd rap
moc day, bui ciy dan xen v&i cdy kim ngén. Giong nhw 1a len qua rirng rdm
vay. Mot Ian nra Titty hoa than thanh Robinson Crusoe trén ddo hoang.

N6 ra dé€n gan bén thi dirng strng lai. C6 chuyén gi d6 da xdy ra dwong
ldc né mai ngim chiéc tau hoi nwde va con chim hét nwée 18 d6. N6 khong
con mot minh trén dao ntra. Cé mdt chi€c thuyén nho da gh&ch mii 1én bai
bién. Mot chdc sau n6 nhén ra chi€c thuyén. La thuyén cheéo ctia ndng trai
Holly Howe. N6 chay 1€n trai thi thd’y me dang nhin vao ma’y cai [€u trong.

“Xin chao, Thir Sau,” Titty vui vé 1én ti€ng.

“Xin chao, Robinson Crusoe,” me dap. Me tai nha't la & di€ém nay. Me
khong gidng véi cac thd dan khac. Ludn cé th€ tin twdng 1a me bi€t hét
nhurng tro nay.

Sau ddy Robinson Crusoe va Thir Sdu 6m hon nhau nhw th€ ho dang gia
vo dong vai Titty va me.

“Con khong biét sé gap lai me so'm thé sau ngay hom qua nhi,” me néi,
“nhung me d&n d€ bdo cho John mot viéc. Chic 13 anh con dang & cuing
thiy thi doan trong b&n cang bi mat ma nhirng tho dan tdi nghi€p khong
dwore phép thd’y chir gi.”

“Khong a. Anh &y hién khong c6 & trén dao,” Titty dap. “Khong ai hét
ngoai con... va gio’ 1a thém me.”

“Vay ra con that sy 1a Robinson Crusoe w,” me néi, “con me dich thi 1a
Thir Sdu. Gia ma bi€t trwdc thi me da d€ lai ddu chan to trén bai bién.



Nhwng ma’y dira kia dau?”

“Moi nguoi deéu on ca a,” Titty dap. “Sé vé som thoi a. T4t ca dang &
trén thuyén Chim En di danh up tau.” Ngoai ra con bé khong thé néi thém
gi, bdi 1&, ddng ndo, Thit Sdu ¢ the 12 me d4’y, nhung ciing 14 thd dan, cho
di1 12 thd dan dé thwong nha't the gid.

“Chéc c4 ddm da d&n chd bon tré nha Blackett chtt gi,” me néi.

“Thir Sdu khéng dwge biét gi vé bon d6 hét,” Titty noi.

“Puorc roi, me s€ khdong hdi ntra,” me bdo. “Nhwng mdt minh con lam
gi & day?”

“Piling ra con phdi dang canh gic khu trai,” Titty dap. “Nhung khi
khong cé ai & day thi thay vi canh gac con lam Robinson Crusoe ciing cha
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“Chéc chén 13 khong sao r6i,” me néi. “Moi nguwdi ¢é d€ lai gi cho con
an khong?”

“Con c6 phan ctia minh trong [éu r'6i a,” Titty dap.

“A, vy t&i gio dn roi d6 con,” me bao. “Thé con ¢6 mudn d&€ Thir Sdu
dun thém cui vao dong Itra roéi pha it tra khong nao? Me khong the€ & lai
lau, nhwng c6 1€ moi ngwoi s€ vé truedre khi me di.”

“Con nght anh chi khéng vEé kip dau,” Titty dap. “Moi nguoi dang vueot
Théi Binh Duong ma. Timbuctoo ching xa x0i gi so v&i noi ho t&i ca.”

“Um, me ciing s& pha it trd,” me dap. “DP& xem moi ngwoi d€ phan cho
con nhirng gi nao.”

Titty mang phén an ctia minh ra, mot m¢& bo kho, banh mi nau, mot it
banh quy va mdt 14t banh to. Thir Sdu cho thé 1a khong dd. “Thoi,” ba ndi,
“me nght 1a chidng ta nén na'u chit gi dé. The bo’ thi sao? Va khoai tay ntra?
Chung ta sé lam banh bo kho nhé?”

Thir Sau lyc trong hop thwc pham va tim thd'y mot it bo' hoi mém. Ba
ngti va néi rang nén #n ngay, va ngay mai phai qua nong trai Dixon d€ 18y
thém. Ba cliing tim th&y mot it khoai tdy va mud1. Robinson Crusoe cling c6
tra trong khau phan ctia minh, dwoe géi cudn trong gidy. N6 cling ¢ mot
hop thudc 14 dwng day duwong.

Thi Sau coi Ira, chat cai vao, lat sau ngon ltra da nhady mda quanh &4m
to. Ba got vd khoai tay, ludc trong n'di nhd dit & ria b&p Itka. Ba xit nhuyén



mé& bo kho. Khi khoai mém, ba vt ra, nghién nét roi tron vdi thit da x4t
nhd, 1am thanh sdu bdy tA'm banh tron tron det det tor bo kho va khoai tay.
Poan ba cho it bo vao chao cho chay ra, r'oi chién banh bo khé6 cho téi khi
chung leo xeo va ph'dong 1€n. Robinson Crusoe pha tra.

Sau khi dn xong mdt bira that ngon, Robinson Crusoe néi, “Nay Thi
Sdu, cau k€ cho tdi nghe vEé cudc doi cua ciu trede khi 1én ddo nay nhé?”

Thir Sau ngay 14p tirc k€ cau chuyén suyt bi tho dan an thit, phai nhdy ra
khéi n'6i hdm vao phiit chét méi thoat than dwgrce.

“Cau khong bi bdng tudt da sao?”” Robinson Crusoe hoi.

“Béng khip &y chir,” Thit Sdu ddp, “nhung tdi 14y bo ddp 1én nhitng
chd rdt nhat.”

R6i Thir Sdu quén méat minh la Th& Sdu ma lai tr& vé vai me, k€ vé
tudi tho' cia ba trong mot néng trai ctru & Uc, va vé con da di€u sa mac dé
ra tritng to bang dau em bé, cling nhitng con chudt sé¢c chay quanh, cic con
cta ching trong tui tredc bung, va vé viéc kangaroo c6 th€ da chét nguoi,
vé nhitng con rin tron trong bui dit. P&n day thi Robinson Crusoe ciing
quén béng vai Robinson Crusoe, lai thanh Titty, k& vé con rin con bé tin
mét tha'y trong hop xi ga ct trong [éu clia nhitng ngudi ther dot than. R6i
n6 k€ cho me nghe vEé con chim hét nwde, vE céi ki€u né cui chao va bay la
1a mit nwdc. Sau d6 me k€ vE trdn han hdn & trai cwu, khi mwa khong cé
12y mot hat con gi€ng thi khd khd'c, phai lua dan gia sic di hang dam de
tim nwdc udng, hang ngan hang ngan con bé mang. R'6i ba k€ vé con ngua
con clia minh khi con bé, vé nhitng con gadu nau nhd xiu bd ba bit dwoc
trong rung, ching hay li€m sach may ngdn tay giiim ba khi ba nhing tay
vao lo mat.

Thoi gian tr6i rat nhanh, nhanh hon nhi€u so v&i khi Robinson Crusoe
& mot minh. Nhung thinh linh Tht Sdu bat diy va néi ring ba phai vé nha.

“Me khong th€ cho thém dwoc nira,” me néi. “Me phai vé véi Vicky.
Ti€c 1a me khong kip gdp John. Me tha’y hdm qua né lo nghi vé nhing gi
ong Turner da néi v&i nd, nén dinh hoi liéu John ¢c6 mudn me vi€t cho cod
Blackett bdo ¢6 &y ndi cho anh trai minh bié€t 1a John chwa ting dong vao
chi€c thuyén cua 6ng &y hay khong.”

Titty khong chéc. Con phai lo d&n bon cudp bién Amazon nira. D& thd
dan nhing tay vao thi khong dwore. Vi thé né bao la sé chuyeén loi cia me



cho John ngay khi anh &y v€.

“Ma sao may dira Ay di 1au th& nhi,” me bin khoin. “Con c6 chic 1a
minh con & day sé on khong? Con c¢c6 mudn vé Holly Howe cung me
khong? Con ¢6 th€ trdng chung va goi moi ngwoi khi ho di ngang qua nha,
hodc con sang tham nga lai v&i me r'oi saing hom sau sang néng trai Dixon
d€ vé cuing moi ngwoi khi ho dén 187y stra &y. Ching ta cé th€ d€ lai mau
212y bao cho John bi€t con da di dau.”

Thoat d4u Titty nghi 12 né6 mudn di 1dm. Khong hiéu sao nhung khi me
di r'éi, hon ddo c6 vé cd quanh hon so voi lic me chwa dé€n. Nhwng né nho
d&n ngon dén bdo va ngon héi dang, va n6 dang nhan nhiém vuy trong chirng
trai.

“Da khong, cam on me,” né dap. “Con mudn ¢ lai day.”

Me dem chéo chién, n'6i ndu, tich va dia xuéng bén thuyén rira trong
khi Titty lau kh6 ching. Sau d6 ba mang 1én trai, x&€p lai gon gang. Me
hirng ddy &m nwdc va dat lai 1én bép, nira trong va nira ngoai ngon Ita.
“PE d6 nwde s€ nong,” me ndi, “va s€ chong sbi khi moi ngwoi tré vé khat
kho doi tra.”

“Con khong nghi 1a moi ngwoi s€ vE so'm thé” dau,” Titty ndi.

Me nhin con bé.

“T6t hon hét 1a con di v&i me,” me ndi. “Trai tw trong ching né dwoc

ma.”

“Da khong, cdm on me,” Titty dap chéc nich.
“Thoi dwge r'oi,” me néi, “néu con chic chin 1a vay thi s& on thoi.
Nhung dung dgii moi ngwoi vé udng tra 1au qua. Nha Blackett ¢6 th€ bao
tui né & lai dung tra roéi.”

Titty khong no6i gi.

Me [én thuyén, dung cheéo chdng thuyén ra.

“Tam biét, Robinson Crusoe,” me noi.

“Tam biét, Thir Sau,” Titty dap. “R4at vui khi cdu dén day. Hy vong ciu
thich hon déo cuda t6i.”

“Thich 1dm thich 1dm,” me ddp.

Me tw tir chéo thuyén di. Titty chay 1én tram quan sat d€ vay tay chao.
Me chéo thuyén di ngang dudi d6. Bot nhién hon ddo trd nén that sy co



quanh. Titty doi y.

“Me o1,” con bé kéu Ién.

Me dung tay cheéo.

“Mudn di a?” me goi.

Nhung ngay ldc Ay Titty lai nhé rang né khong chi 1a Robinson Crusoe,
c6 quyén dwoc mot chi€c thuyén di ngang qua ctru, ma nd con la thuyén
vién Titty, phai treo dén 1én canh cdy lon ngay sau lwng, d€ cho moi ngwoi
c6 the tim thay hon ddo trong dém t&i, va con phai thip dén bdo d& moi
ngwoi ¢6 th€ mang chién lgii pham cap bén.

“Khong a,” con bé dap. “Con chi mudén tam biét thoi.”

“Tam biét con,” me dap.

“Tam biét me,” Titty goi. N6 nam xudng tram quan sét, ddi theo me qua
kinh. D6t nhién né nhan ra khong thé thd'y me dau hét. N6 chdp chép mit,
12y ra khin tay, lau mit kinh trude roi lau mit.

“Ngdc qua,” né nhd thadm. “La do nhin ciing mét théi ma. Thir bén mét
kia vay.”
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" 4t troi 1in phia sau ring d6i trén bor h'd phia TAy. DAi ning vét ngang
dinh d6i @ man B6ong dan dan thu hep, cudi cung bi€n ma't hin. Gi6 ldng
thinh. Nhirng hon ddo bén ngoai Rio soi bong xuéng mat nwde tinh lang.

“Nhw vay khong dwgce roi,” thuyén tredng John 1én ti€ng. “C6 1€ troi
s€ sdp toi trwedre khi gid noi 1én trd lai. Chiing ta nén len 16i qua bor Tay va
cheo thuyén doc theo d6. Cho du bon n6 c6 quan sat cing s€ khong nhin
thay tui minh n€u minh ap sat bo.”

“Tui n6 s€ nham minh v&i ngw dan,” Susan gop lovi.

“Van con cai cot budm,” John noéi. “Nhuwng ta ¢6 the ha xudng. Du sao,
ta cling s& dwoc che chén trong hau hét quang dwong doc theo bo h6. Anh
ca la tui n6 s€ khong thd'y dwore minh dau. Va né€u nhw gié khong thoi nira,
chiing ta s€ khong kip thdy dugc gi hét khi ra t&i song.”

“Pi thoi,” Susan kéu.

“Cho em cheo nhé?” boi tau Roger xin.

Do da phai cho kha 1au gitra cac hon dao nén ca bon déu hao hirc khi
dwore di ti€p. Budi sang gié xudi dwa ca bon tor ddo Meo Hoang dén vinh
Rio rdt nhanh. Ching phai dong thuyén vao ra gitra cdc hon ddo d€ biét
chic bon Amazon khong ah nip trong da’y, chd' théi co chi€m dao T'4n nira.
Chiing phai 1am sao d€ chic chin rang thuyén Amazon van con & trén song
Amazon, cho k& hoach dién ra sudn sé nhwr hy vong, roi t6i dén ching cé
the di thuyén vao ma cwdp con tau. Ching da neo thuyén sat dwdi mot hon
d4do & man Bic Rio cho troi t&i. T day bon chiing c6 the phéng fAm méit



quan sit toan bo khu phia Bic h'6 ma khong bi phat hién, va ci ngay hom
d6 ching khong réi méit khdi doi dit ma chiing biét sau day 1a dong
Amazon clung sao huyét ctia bon cudp bi€n Amazon. Nhuwng budi chiéu
that tinh qua dai, va ¢6 lic gan nhw da xay ra cudc ndi loan.

“Hay di luon di,” Roger n6i, va Susan cting n6i, “Sao lai khong?”

Thuyén tredng John phai néi ly 1€ voi hai dira. Moi thir da dwoe hoach
dinh cho mot cudc tdn cong luc hoang hon. S€é chaamg cach nao cudp dwoc
tau Amazon n€u bon chung dong thuyén dén luc sing bach. Ngoai ra,
ching da bo lai thuyén vién Titty mdt minh trén ddo Méo Hoang trong coi
cac ngon dén de€ ca bon c6 the tré vE trong dém. Ching khong the bo Titty
di d€ r'oi bi€n ca ngay hom nay thanh mot chuyé&n da ngoai thong thwong
dwore. Susan dong tinh. Roger dé€ nghi di boi thay vi ng'6i cho. Cudc noi
loan vi th&”da dwgc tran 4p ma khong phai d6 mau, nhw trong sach néi.

Thuy tha doan dwgc thuyén tredng cho phép 1én bo’ nhw d€ thudng. Ca
bon 1&n hon d3o gan noi neo thuyén. Chiing tim tai da’y, nhém ltra trén bo,
khong phai d€ na'u nwdng gi vi ching khéng mang theo &m nwdc, nhung la
vi [én bo’ ma khéng nhém Itra thi qua phi pham cho mo6t hon dao. Ching da
xt h&t phan ntra s6” stra va thirc an dem theo. Va trong khi John & lai bo,
cdu phdi thuyén phé va b6i tau cheéo thuyén dén Rio d€ mua Iwong thyc dy
tre. Hai chi em mua hét mot xu s6 ¢6 la ¢6 hanh nhan va nho kho6 clung s
cd la tron, nhu vay ching ¢6 th€ cé duoc ba loai thyc pham cung lic. Hai
dra quay vé. Ching con ghé qua nhiéu ddo khdic, roi cling c6 mot cudc
cham tran kho chiu v&i vai thG dan, may ngwoi nay chi vao bang thong bédo
néi ring hon ddo 1a cta tw nhan, khong dwoc cip thuyén vio.

Duy c¢6 mot Tan thuyén trudng John cho rang ciu di trong thdy mot
trong hai dra Amazon di chuyén gitra bui thach nam & ngoai doi dat.
Nhung vi khdng c6 kinh nén ciu ciing khong ddm chic. Ciing c¢6 the' 13 mot
con ctru. Sy cho dgi kéo dai sudt budi chiéu dén t6i qua 1a 1€ thé mét moi,
va mic du ching c6 cad ty thtt d&€ ngdm trong may cdi tau hoi nudc va
xuwdng mdy roi xwong ba 14 cia thd dan, ching vAn ching thd'y cdnh budm
nao khac ngoai budm ctia ma’y chi€c du thuyén 1én xa tit & bo h'd bén kia.
L4n d4u tién trong doi ca ba dira déu wé'c mudén hdi cho cdi vang dwong
kia xudng cang nhanh cang tot.



R6t cudc mat troi cling ldn. Troi chang vang t67. Khdong mdt ti gi6 vi
thong thwong gi6 1in theo miit troi, cd bon bat dau lo ldng so trovi sap toi
qué sém. Thuyén Chim En bdng chon ra chon ron.

Cot budm da deoc ha xudng, dat nidm trén tAm van gitra, tho ra khoi
mili thu. That ra vAn con chd cho cot budm trong thuyén vi né ngén hon
chiéu dai ctia Chim En. Nhung d€ x&p vao hét bén trong thi phai dit nd
nim doc chinh gitra thu, ma lam vay sé& giy viedng viu cho ai ng'di cheo.

“Ma sao cai thuyén nay khong c6 ram néo budm ha?” John néi. “Va lai,
chi c6 mot thoi gian ngén thoi ma.”

Roger chéo. John dang cham chid nhin ban d6 trong quyén sach hwdng
dan. Susan cAm l4i.

“Dung lung ma chéo,” ¢6 bé ndi, “hét nhip chéo r'6i méi co canh tay.”

“Em dang ra stec chéo d6 chir,” Roger ddp, “nhung tai em dang méc
nhiéu quan 4o qua.”

“Thing niy gy ti€ng 6n va bin nwdc ving tung tée qud,” thuyén
tred'ng nhan xét.

“N6 s€ mét tredre khi chiing ta d€n did gan d€ ma lo t&i chuyén ti€ng
dong v&i nude bin,” thuyén phé néi.

“Khong dau nhé,” Roger dép.

Bon nhdc tir tir bing sang bo TAy. Khong ai ¢6 the chéo Chim En nhanh
duge. Troi td dan. Ring d6i da den thui, khdng nhin ra dwoc ring ciy trén
d6. Duong nhw sau khi chor qua 1au vi troi qua sang, ca bon r'oi sé that bai
vi trori khong da sang mat.

“Thoi nay Susan,” John néi, “chéc anh nén cheo thi hon.”

Nhung ngay khi d6 mit nwdc yén dng phan chiéu mau xanh luc va dnh
kim chgt gorn song.

“Ta on troi dat,” thuyén tredng John thot 1€n. “Gid noi 1én lai r'oi,
cling hwdng cii. D6i khi gié d6i hwdng sau khi mat troi 14n, nhung dot nay
van 1a thoi te hwong Nam.”

Gon song 1dn tan nhiéu hon khi gié Nam thoi manh [én.

“Khi ching ta quay veé thi gié ngeoc ma't thoi,” thuy€n phd nai.



“Khi &y minh dau can voi nwra,” John dap.

“Sao minh khong kéo budm 1én?” Roger goi y. “Nhuwng em van chua
mét dau nhé.”

“Cé6 phai Chim En c6 budm mau tring dau ndo,” thuyén trudng John
noéi. “Bon ching s€ khong th€ nhin thad’y canh bu'dom nau trong dnh sang nay,
nha't 1a khi chiing ta cdp sat bo'. Va nho hwdng gié nay ta ¢ th€' lam dworc.
Puwoc r'oi, thuyén phéd. Hay bao thiy thd thu chéo vao.”

“Dé thoi,” thuyén phé déap. “Ca't chéo!”

Roger ngung cheo va dau tién nang mot ciy cheo 1én sau d6 nang ti€p
ciy con lai khdi khe 18p chéo r'oi nhe nhang dit xudng.

“Gitr hwong miii tau,” thuyén tredng John ra 1énh.

“R0, thra thuyén tredng,” thuyén pho trd loi. Khi gié lang, ngwoi trén
thuyén ctr vat va vat vo, nhung chi c¢o ti gi6 thoi la ai ndy le lang thodn
thoét ngay.

John ¢& dung c6t budm 1€n that khé. Cau moéc truc cang budm vao truc
lan va cang budm. C6 chit gié tir hwdng Tay nén ciy sao cang budm quit
qua man phai tau.

“Gio thuyeén ctr 1a lao vun vit,” b'i tau noi.

“Anh khong muén dé€n d6 som qua,” John bdo, “nhwng anh mudn ra
dén song khi troi vAn con di sdng d€ quan sat nhung ciing dd tré d&€ bon
cwdp bi€n mat canh gidc ma chén chi chén anh trong sao huyét.”

“Peggy noi 1a tyi n6 an bira tdi ldc bdy gio redi,” Susan nai.

“Thé thi btra da qua 1au r'6i,” John néi. “Anh nghi bon minh sé on thoi.”

Rai rac doc hai bén bor h'6 14 16 anh dén trong nha cda tho dan. Phia
sau thuyeén, trén cac hon dao, 1a mét cum Ién danh dén tir vinh Rio. Nhung
troi cling chwa tdi haam, di sao Hom d3 bt dau xui't hién.

Chim En dang di chuyén kha nhanh nén th&'m thodt ma’y anh em da tién
vao dén doi dat, va c6 the trong tha’y mdt khdi den 1 1u trede mat.

“Chung ta phai ha thdp canh budm xudng thoi,” thuyén tredng noi.

Cau ty minh ha bu'dom. Cau khong th€ tin twdng tham chi 1a ca Susan cé
th€ ha bu'6m ma khong giy ti€ng dong. Sau d6 ciu vdc nwde lam wot khe
cim cheo d¢& ching dirng kéu kéo ket.



Thuyén Chim En ré qua khdi miii doi dat. Qua bén kia doi da't 1a mot
vinh nwde rong voi may tham céi rAim moc hai bén. Pau d6 & dau vinh la
cin nha ¢6 4nh dén hét ra tr may ctta s6. Anh dén &y, do phan chi€u xudng
nwde, nén cho thdy dwoe chinh xac dau la cira song gitrka dam lau sdy. Mot
choc sau ching khong nhin thdy bong phan chi€u ntra va bi€t 1a minh da
trol hoti xa.

“Nao nao thuyén pho,” John thi tham. “Em s€ cheo nhé, yén lang hét
mitc c6 th€ dwore khong? Roger ra ding trede quan sit di. C6 thay gi cling
dwng hét"am 1én dd’y. Chi can thi thao cho thuyén pho biét 1a dworc.”

“Th& cdt budm thi sao?” thuyén phé hdi.

“Néu chung dang quan sat, ching s€ nhin thdy thuyén va nhin ra
ngay,” thuyén tredng John néi. “Néu khong, c6 cdt budm ciling chgng
nham nho gi. N&u chiing dang & trong mot trong may cin phong sang dén
kia, chiing s& khong thé thdy gi ngoai ddy ca. Anh ddm chic minh di qua
mat tui nd, néu cé the tim thay nha thuyén. Ching da lao ra nghénh chién
tw 1au r'éi né€u thd’y duoc ching ta.”

Thuyén phé chéo tirng sai that cham, that déu tay. Hai tay chéo khong
gdy ra mot ti€ng dong nao. Chiing di chuyén 1én xuéng trén mat nwdc ma
khong 1am nwéce ving tung tée. Chim En di vao t&i ving nwde ém, dwoc
phan cao cta doi dat che chin. John 14i thuyén cho t&i khi nhin thdy 4nh
den cuia ng6i nha phan chi€u xudng nwdoc. Pay la cira sdng gitra ddm lau
sdy. Cdu lai thuyén hwdong téi d6. Gior day lau siy cao cao & hai bén ca
bon. Chung da vao d€n sdong Amazon.

“Nha thuyén & dau d6 trén bo’ phai,” John thi tham. “Ttc 1a bén trai cta
ching ta. Bao Roger d6i tim bén cang di.”

Dot nhién cé ti€ng ddp nwd'c manh, roi ti€ng quang quac trong dam lau
say.

“Gi vay?” Susan giat minh.

“Vit &y ma,” thuyén tredng dap.

Susan ti€p tuc cheo.

Cé tiéng thi thAm tw chd quan sét. “N6 kia. Em tha'y r6i.”

“Pau?” thuyén pho vira tham thi vira nhin qua vai.

“D3,” boi tau dap.



Bén trén ddm lau sdy, khong xa phia trudc 18m, tir bo song bén phai
hién I1&€n hinh thi vudng virc den thui cia mot tdoa nha 1on.

“Ping r'6i,” thuyén tredng thi thao.

“Nha thuyén,” dé€n lwot thuyén pho.

“Yén nao.”

“Suyt.”

Nha thuyén & siu trong mdt con lach nhd gitra ddm lau sdy. Thuyén
tredng John hwedng thuyén veé phia ay.

“Moi ngwoi can than!” ciu t,hi thao. Dong sdng im phic nhw to& khi
Chim En tr61 di. Trong can nha thdp sdng den c6 ti€ng nhac vong ra.

“Thuyén tredng Nancy ndi la nha thuyén cé hinh dau lau xwong chéo
trén d6,” thuyén tredng John thi tham.

“Em th@y roi. Em thdy roi1,” Roger kéu 1én.

“Im nao. Yén ldng chix,” thuyén pho rit.

“Ping r'6i, né do,” thuyén tredng John ndi khé.

Dang trede cin nha thuyén to khong c6 cfra\, phia trén dau 161 vao, mot
hinh d4u lau xwong chéo to nhw voi dwrgre d&o bang gb va son tring.

“Em thay bén trong d6 khong,” thuyén tred'ng John hai.

“C6 mot chi€c thuyén to bén trong,” Roger dap.

“Bon chiing bao s€ c6 mot chi€c thuyén to. La xudng may cua thd dan.
Cot budm cia ching ta cé lach dwdi dam d6 dwoc khdong? Tw tw, twr tw
nao.”

Chim En lach vao trong cin nha thuyén to t&i om khi Susan ci't hai ciy
cheo 1én.

“Co6 mot chi€c thuyén cheo,” Roger thi tham 10 to.

“Coi chung. Prng ddm vao chiéc xudng 1on chir,” Susan thi thao.

“Khong c6 gi khac hét,” Roger néi. “Thuyén Amazon khong c6 & day.”

John ding & dudi thuyén Chim En, bam vao mép chiéc xudng may.
Cau 18y den pin ra. “Tui né ti trong nha sé khong thdy anh dén nay dau,”
cau noéi, va bam nut.
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Anh dén chap chon quét mot lwot khép nha thuyén. PBen soi 16 mdt
chi€c thuy€n cheo va chi€c xuong to va mdt khodng trdng & dau kia. RO
rang c6 mot chiéc thuyén thwong dwoc neo & ddy. Trén cdi bé gb dPp doc
vach nha thuyén c6 mdt phong bi 1'n ghim 1én, dwdi dnh dén pin phong bi
ndi tring todt.

Thuyén treédng John ddy tay noi xudng mdy va thuyén Chim En di
chuyén sang birc twong kia. Roger chup 18y phong bi.

“Puwa cho chi,” thuy€n pho ndi, va boi tau ngoan ngodn dua lai.

Thuyén tredng va thuyén phé sam soi phong bi dwdi anh dén pin. C6
hinh d4u 1au xwong chéo vé bang biit chi dd trén d6. Bén dudi c6 dong chir
xanh, “Gti nha Chim En.” John mé& phong bi. Bén trong c¢6 mot to gidy
cling c¢6 v& hinh d4u lau xwong chéo bing biit chi xanh. Bén dudi 1a chix
“Ha! Ha” mau dd viét ro to, sau d6 la chir “Cwdp bi€én Amazon,” va hai cai
tén, “Nancy Blackett, thuyén tredng” va “Peggy Blackett, thuyén phd”
cling mau do.

Thuyén tredng John suy nghi mot chdc.

“Kha 1a don gian,” ciu néi. “Tui nd gidu thuyén & dau song. La chiéu
ctia bon cuwdp bién h'di xwa &y ma. Ching ta biét tui n6 khéng dem ra bién,
vi ta di theo ddi cd ngay. Di ndo.” C4u tit dén pin.

Ca bon chdng thuyén ra lai.

Bén ngoai ¢6 vé sang sua hon ti so v&i bong t6i bén trong nha thuyén
1on.

“Nao ciu thuyén phd, bt tay chéo di,” thuyén trudng John ra lénh.
“Van con du sang d€ tim thi’y thuyén n&u ching ta nhanh chin vao.”

Thuyén phé Susan gd ngwdi trén tay chéo va tau Chim En chay nhanh
ra song. John cing mét nhin trong hoang hdn nhip nhoang, gitt cho tau
tranh dam lau sdy. Mot choc sau chiing da & khiic quanh ra song.

Mot Tan nira lai ¢6 ti€ng tée nwdc trong dam lau sdy moc day & cira
song. Mot Tan ntra mot con vit kéu quang quac. N6 kéu thém hai ba [an nwra



cho d&n khi c6 giong néi nghiém khic vang 1én, “Thoi di, ¢ ngu. Ping c6
ma lam qud ch.”

Miii thuyén lach ra khdi bai sdy. Phia trén mii thuyén lIa dau thuyén
tredng Nancy Blackett. Con nhd quan sat mot chd'c roi nghe ngéng.

“Yén roi,” n6 ndi. “Tuyi nd 1én dau sdng roi. Nhw vdy minh khéi hanh
so'm hon dworc modt chit. Pi nao.”

C6 thém ti€ng nwdc ving tung tée bén trong dam siy khi Peggy
Blackett chdng sao xudng day dudi thuyén. Con thuyén ra khdi bai sdy dén
ctra sdong va nham hudng ra 6. Thuyén tredng Nancy cAm chéo. N6 ra
strc chéo manh trong vai phuit.

“Gio an toan roéi,” né néi. “Tao s€ dwng cdt budm 1én. May l1a minh da
nghi dé€n chuyén ha n6 xudng, khong thi tui n6 da nhin th&y minh trong bai
sdy roi. Giw chdt day kéo cdt bu'dom chinh vao, cdi d6 dau da't a,” con nhd
néi bang giong hét sirc khodi tra. N6 givong budm 1én.

“Nao nao, em yéu,” Nancy néi khi leo xuéng dudi thuyén. “bio Meo
Hoang va quan Amazon mudn nam! Ta bip dwoc bon nay ciing hay that.”




20
Titty don doc

Khi me di r'oi, thuyén vién Titty nghi ring nén di vong quanh dao clia
minh. Moi thit déu ding noi ding chd.

Con chim hét nwoc da quay lai tdng da bén ngoai cang va cir mai guc
gac dau voi con bé, thuyén vién Titty cling gt gat dap lai, nhwng Ian nay
né dirng khd xa nén con chim khong bay di ma vin ding im trén tdng d4,
guc gic d4u hai ba TAn mdi phuit. Titty theo ddi chid chim nhdy tdm xudng
nuwdc roi lai bay 1€n, r'oi con bé ti€p tuc di tudn. Cudi ciing n6é quay Ve trai
dun thém cti vao dong Ia.

Bdng né nhd ra Robinson Crusoe ¢6 viét nhat ky hang hai, con né thi
c6 mang theo cudn tap cho ciing muc dich. N6 ng'di xudng dudi 4nh ning
ngay ctra [éu cia minh roi viet “NHAT KY HANG HAI” bing chit hoa
ngay dau trang. Tiéc thay 14u nay né khong d&m ngay bing cich khic vach
trén cay gay, nhwng vi chi con ¢ mdt ngay d€ bién vao nhat ky nén chuyén
ay cting khong quan trong gi. Thé 1a n6 vi€t:

“Vio ngay nay hai mwoi 1im nim vé tredc minh bj ddm tau roi dat vao noi
hoang véng nay. Gi6 thdi hwéng Tay Nam. Bién ém. Swong mi vio sdng sé'm.
Gédp mdt con chim lich sy. Nhin thd’y né bay dudi nwdc. Phat hién mét chiéc
xu'6ng cua thd dan ngoai bo’ bi€n. Thd dan nay ra't than thién. Tén ba &y 1a Thi
Séu. O’ qué ba Ay ¢ kangaroo. C6 ca gau. Trong canh cd doc nay minh thay
vui lam sao khi dwoe nghe giong néi con ngwoi, di con ngwoi d6 1a thd dan.
Thir Sdu chuan bj bira t&i cho minh. Banh nhin bo khd vi tra. Ba &y chdng
xuong di V€ ving da't lién noi tho dan sinh s6ng. Ba 8y...”

Thuyeén vién Titty khong nghi ra thém gi d€ viét ti€p ntra. N6 da ghi lai
day da. Khong con gi d€ k€ cho t&i khi ¢6 gi khac xay ra. N6 gid lai cudn
Robinson Crusoe, khong han d€ doc vi né da doc di doc lai quyén nay



khong bi€t bao nhiéu Tan r'oi, ma chi lwdt hét trang nay qua trang khac. N6
1at ngay doan k& chuyé&n ngu trén ciy vi s¢ bon da thd dang déi moi.

“Toi di tdi céi cly, treo 1én da’y, rdng don chd d€ c6 the ngd ma khong
bi té xudng; va da déo cho minh mot ciy giy ngan giong nhuw céi dui cui d&
tw vé, toi don @6 dac 1én, va do da hoan toan kiét sirc, toi thi€p di ngay, va
ngu that thodi madi, tdi tin 1a it c6 ai roi vao hoan canh giong nhw vay lai
ngd ngon dwgc thé, va téi cadm thd’y hoan toan lai strc nhw 1a chwa tieng 1am
vao hoan canh nay.”

Con bé thic mic liéu Robinson Crusoe c6 thdng ngii trén cAy khong,
va liéu trén dao nay c6 cdi ciy nao an toan d€ ngu trén d6 dwoc hay khong.
Nhwng ma cling dau c6 con da thi d6i m'6i nao & diy dau nhi.

Sau d6 n6 doc t&i doan viét véE nhirng dad'u chén trén cat va nho lai mot
s0 viéc I€ ra né da c6 th€ néi voi Thir Sau.

Poan, 14t di 14t lai mot lic nd gdp doan khi€n ndé nhd dén thuyén
tredng Flint.

“Su6t thoi gian lam viéc,” Robinson Crusoe viét, “t6i tiéu khi€n bﬁng
cach néi chuyén v&i con vet cia minh, va day né noéi; t6i da nhanh chéng
day n6 néi duge tén nd, va cudi cung da c6 the kéu 1o to... Poll... day la tw
dau tién t6i nghe dworc trén ddo ma khdng phai thd't ra tv miéng minh...”

Di nhién, gid nhw n6é cé dwoc mdt con vet, hon dao s€ that hoan hao.
Titty nghi dé€n con vet xanh ddu & trén lan can nha bé. R6i né nhé dén may
con chim dé cui bay long vong hét riu rit trén céc tdn cdy trong ngay nhém
Chim En d&n thdm nhitng ngwdi d6t than. Bon dé ciii, gidng nhw vet xanh,
dem dong suy nghi ctia né vé t&i thuyén tredng Flint, vi n6 nhé dé€n thong
diép ma hai ngwdi kia giti cho bon Amazon. N6 nhé dén 1o nhén, rang hai
ong kia cho la sé c6 ké dot nhap nha bé nén thuyén tredng Flint can phai
khéa ctta. Poan né nhé John d3 c& ging chuyén 1o con thuyén trwdng
Flint thi dang céau chflng thém nghe, ma con goi John 1a thing néi l40. Gior
lai thém chuyén me mudn chuyén 1o cho thuyén tredng Flint bang cich
vi€t cho me ctia bon Amazon. R6i chuyén John di ra song Amazon, khong
phai d€ gap bon Amazon, ma la d€ chi€m thuyén cia chiing. Cho nén loi
nhin d&n ngay mai mé&i dwoc chuyén cho bon Amazon 14n.

“Thay k& thuyén tredng Flint,” né thdt 1én thanh ti€ng, roi bd cudn
sach qua mot bén va mang kinh di 1én tram gic d€ quan sat. C6 v6 s&



thuyén trén h'6, va qua kinh vién vong, n6 ¢ the nhin thd’y ddm chim c6c
trén canh cay trui 14 trén ddo Chim Cdc. Du vay thoi gian trdi qua rat
cham. Tham chi 1a pha tra, ludc hai qua trirng, chén sach, chén thém ca m¢&
banh mi va mirt dwong nhw cling khong ma't qua nhiéu thoi gian so voi khi
ta dang vOi d€ lam chuyén ti€p theo. Duwong nhw né chi mat mot dén hai
phiit & trai nd'u nwdng an udng roi rira chén bat va quay lai tram gac ngay,
bung thic mic khong biét chuyén gi dang xdy ra v&i nhém Chim En. NG
bi€t con 1au moi ngwoi méi vE vi phai doi d€n khi mat trovi 1dn méi vao
song Amazon. Mit treii con 1au mai 1an, va doi véi thuyén vién Titty trén
ddo ctia n6 thi thoi gian d€ mat trovi 1an con 1au hon so v&i thuyén tredng,
b6i tau va thuyén phé dang & dau d6 xa xo0i tan Rio.

Cudi cing mét troi cling 1an. Chiéc tau hoi nwdc cudi cung, chiéc danh
dau gior di ngn cia Roger, chay xu6i h'6. Nguw phd thd dan cudi cing cheéo
thuyén di vao ving tranh tdi tranh sdng r'6i bién mat. Titty tré thanh nguoi
gitr ngon hai dang trén mém da don doc.

Con bé thdp ngon dén 16n roi kéo treo 1én ciy va budc chic lai. Ngon
den tda anh sang chéi loa & trén kia, cao xa trén dau, lam con bé nghi dén
chuyén boi ra xa d€ xem dén trong nhw thé nao trén mat nwdc. Nhung roi
né quyét dinh, ddy khong hén 1a trd ma ngudi gdc hai ding nén lam. Ngwdi
dé6 c6 the' bi dong hai lwu cudn di, roi khi dén chay hét s€ khong cé ai cham
thém dau, r'oi sé c¢6 con tau Ion nao dd’y ddm dau vao da trong dém tdi mat.

Trudc khi troi t&1 mu 1am né khong th€ nhin thdy viéc minh dang lam
ma khong c6 dén pin, Titty 14y mot trong hai ngon dén thip bing nén d&
treo 1én cdi dinh trén cAy chia ba. M& dén nay ra d€ thip & trén d6 s& dé
hon 1a thip trwdc roi md quanh tim ciy dinh ma treo vao. R%i né quay
xudng trai. “Moi nguoi ¢6 th€ chi€m thuyén Amazon bat ci lic nao,” nd
nghi, nén cr bon ch'6n khong yén. Mot hai Tan gi dd'y né chay 1én tram
quan sat d€ ki€m tra xem deén trén ngon hai dang c6 dang chay déu khong,
du né ¢6 thé nhin thdy quéang sdng ngon dén qua tan 14 ma khong can phai
roi khoi trai.

Cudi ciing né quyét dinh riang thit ra chaalng cO gi can lam ngoai vi€éc
phai cho va ling nghe tiéng ci ric, 4m hiéu cho biét 12 anh em nha Chim
En di vé va dang chd den ctia né 1am deén hiéu din duong d€ moi ngudi ¢
th& dwa Chim En va Amazon vao cang. “Ay 1a trong tredng hop moi ngudi
chi€m dwogc thuyén,” n6 nghi.



Titty vui Itta 10 k¥, moi que cui déu chia vao chinh gitra, roi dwoce phu
bang m&y nim da't ma Susan da d€ sdn. Vii thé khi€nh moi vat t67 om om,
nén con bé khoi Itra ra lai. Du sao thi vAn con ca dong cui tr chuy&n hang
anh em né mang vé ddo nay hai ngay trudc ddy co ma. N6 thdp ngon dén
nén tht hai tinh doc sdch, nhung du ¢6 dén nén thi doc sdch van khong dé
dang gi, vi ngon ltra cr nhdy lon von tda bong tdi xudng trang sach. R6i
né chot nhé ra chi con cé6 mot mau nén ngin ngln trong dén ma thoi, ma
deén lai can cho ngoai cang. N6 thdi tit nén di. N6 khong ddm ndm xudng
givong ciia minh vi s¢’ ngd quén ma't khong nghe dwore tin hiéu khi thuyén
Chim En quay vé. Th& 1a né dem ca hai tAm chiin ctia minh ra khéi Téu. N6
cuén minh trong mot tAm con tA'm kia khodc thanh do choang v&i mi trim
roi ngdi d6 canh dong Itra, dén pin cung I'6ng dén ngay bén canh. Hop
diém quet trong tdi 40. N6 cah than vu nay 1im. N6 c6 thé cdm nhan duwoc
hdp di€m qua Tan chan...

b6 1a diéu cudi cung né nhé dworce.

Titty bi danh thiec vi gié thd'c vao méit va mot h'di cud ric that dai. “Tu
huuuuu. Tu huuuuu.”

N6 ng'6i bat day. N6 dang & dau thé nhi? Lira da lui di thanh dong than
h'ong. Xung quanh t61 thui, nhung van con le 16i 4nh sang cao cao trén ring
ciy sau lung né. A ngon hai ding, chit gi nita. N6 nghe tiéng hu 4y cdch
day bao 1au r'6i nhi? C6 phai tredc Iic nd ngu git, hay mdi vura tiee thi, hay
chi 1a con cu trong mo'?

N6 ¢6” nhom day, nhung quén ma't minh dang cudn nguwoi trong chan
nhr xdc wdp. Chic hin tiéng cd ric d6 da danh thirc néd day roi. John,
Susan vd Roger chic 1a dang dong thuyén trong dém t&i v&i hai chigc
thuyén, dang thic mic khong biét vi sao ma den chwa dwoc thip 1én. N6
I'6m com ding 1én dong tai nghe. N6 chaamg nghe thiy gi trong mot doi, va
roi dau do trén mat h'é vang 1€n ti€ng kéo ket cua sao cang budm quay vt
di khi thuyén d6i hwong.

N6 md mim trén mit dit tim dén pin. Tim thdy roi, I'ong dén thi sat
ngay canh. N6 bat dén pin 1én chay ua ra khdi trai nhanh thit nhanh, vira
chay vira vaPp, doc theo 161 mon din ra cang. Me ting bon ching dén pin



vao sinh nhat ctia Vicky that t6t qud. Du ¢6 den pin nhung chay van khé
khin vo cling. May 1a n6 da don sach ma’y nhanh cay doc dwong.

N6 tim d&n dwoc cay c6 chac ba roi 18y hop di€ém ra, bd dén pin vao tuii
40 d€ hai tay dwoc ranh. Cdy diém dau tién tit phut, ciy thit hai khi vira
dwa 1&én d&€ chAm dén thi ciing tit ndt. Nhung dé&n ciy thit ba thi thip dworc.
N6 dé dang thip ludn ngon dén kia roi treo vao ciy dinh trén mom ciy cut
c6 da'u chéo mau tring.

Ha, gio John v&i Susan ¢é thé€ nhin thdy deén r'oi ddy. Nhwng nho may
anh chi da phai cho’ qua 1au r'6i thi sao nhi? N6, con Titty, con bé thuyén
vién, da ngu thi€p di vao ngay lic ding ra phai tinh nhw sdo. Nho anh chij
cd ma boi vao cang gitra dém den r'6i bi va thuyén vao riang da bén ngoai
VO todc thi lam sao day?

Dot nhi€n mot con cu to by bay xet sat ngang dau nd, gitra hai céi den
hiéu, do bj 4nh sdng tir d&n 1am cho quing mét.

“Tu huuuuuu. Tu huuuuuu,” Titty nghe thdy khi con cu bay vut vao
man dém.

Chéc cdi n6 vira nghe tha'y ching phai tin hiéu cd ric dau. C6 I8 ndy gior
n6 s vo 1y thdi, va Chim En van con & xa 1dm. Ay nhung, céi tiéng kéo ket
nghe lai vO cling gid'ng tiéng thanh sio cing budm cta Chim En khi d&i
hwong.

Nhwng ding lic &y, dau d6 trong man dém tred'c mat, bén ngoai hai
cang, n6 nghe thdy 4m thanh bu6m ha xudng thuyén, roi ti€ng cot két
thoang cdi, cdi thir &m thanh mdi cheo tao ra khi dwgrc dung d€ khua thuyén
ding duoi.

N6 vira dinh reo 1én vui ming d€ chio dén thuyén Chim En thi bdng
nghe ra giong néi, khong phai giong John hay Susan hay Roger gi ca.

Giong néi bdo, “Bon nay c6 siang kién qud hay, biét thip deén d& danh
da'u kia.”

Titty thodng nghi d&n chuyén thSi tit dén di. Nhung mudn qud roi.
Thuyén da vao gan sat. Vai gidy ntra n6 sé ghéch 1é€n can cich dd’y vai mét
thoi.

Titty ng'6i thup xudng ding sau ting dd 16n. Sao nd lai ngd quén mat
chit? Tiéng né vira nghe dwoc 1a mot con cd that chi ching phai tin hidu ti
Chim En gi. Gid ma tinh tdo dwoc thi né di biét roi. Thé nén gio day, khi



duoc giao & lai canh gdc, né da thip dén duwa duwong cho bon Amazon vao
trong cang, roi nha Chim En khi quay vé s& tha’y hon ddo di lot vao tay ké
thit. Moi ngwoii ¢6 bao gio’ tha thir cho n6é khéng day?

Nancy Blackett da ding ngoai bai.

“Piéu tao khong hi€u 1a,” con bé néi, “lam thé& nao bon ching lai vé
dén day trudc minh chit. Tao chic tao nghe thay ching di nguoc 1én sdng
ma. Hin bon né phai chéo nhanh nhw gi6é &y. Chir dong budm khong dworc
dau. Ma tao khong nghi chung cheéo ma vé duwgrc nhanh vay, du bon minh
chay ngwoc gid sudt thoi. La la bon minh c6 trong thdy hay nghe thdy
ching gi d4u trong mdi I4n tré chiéu. Thoi nao Peggy, hoat bt 1&n, soi dén
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coi.

“Diém am hét ro6i,” Peggy dap, nhung ngay lic d6 tw thuyén 16e 1én
anh sang, roi sau da'y Peggy leo 1én bo’ tay cam dén bao.

“Sao khong tha’y bon ching day?” con bé hoi.

“Chting chi thip dén 1én cho bon minh rdi IGi vé trai thdi,” thuyén
tredng Nancy bdo, “vo nhw 1a ching da vé t&i tredc hang gio roi dy. i
nao. Pwa den day nao.”

Dam hai tdc Amazon di ngang qua that gan thuyén vién Titty d&n ndi
suyt chit cham vao né. Hai da vdi vang di vao 167 mon.

Titty vira rap minh xu6ng vira run.

NG nghe tha’y Peggy néi, “Chd em v&i. Khong ¢6 den em chéng nhin
tha’y gi ca.”

Tiéng bwdc chin bon chiing nghe mdi lic mot xa dan. R6i im ling chi
con ti€ng gio lua qua 1. Bon Amazon da di dén khu trai.

Titty khong bi€t phai 1am gi day. Thua tran r'6i, thua dau thua don. Thay
vi 1a thuyén Chim En quay tré& vé ciing chién thuyén Amazon chi€m duwoc,
do Susan cAm ldi nhw thily thii doan chién thing, thi by gid moi chuyén
hdng bét hét. Nha Chim En khong nhitng khong chiém dwoc Amazon, ma
bon Amazon lai dit chin 1én ddo Méo Hoang, cdi thuyén cwdp bién thi
dang nim yén 4m trong cang. Gid ma né khong thip den 1én thi bon kia
dén sdng mai m&i vao dwoce, ma dén lic d6 Chim En chic ciing da vé t&i
roi.

Ngay lic &y n6 nghe thdy ti€ng bon Amazon quat to & dau kia hon dao.
“B& nha Chim En! B& thuyén trudng John!”



Giong néi ay ti€n d&€n gan hon. Bon Amazon dang quay tré lai.

Khi &y Titty ndy ra mot y.

Nga nao thi chuyén ai trong ddm Chim En 12 ngudi chi€m dwoc thuyén
Amazon dau c6 quan trong dau. Va Amazon thi dang nim ddy, khong ngudi
canh gic. Sao lai khong nhi?

Ngay l4p tirc Titty nhdm ddy chay ra bdi va thoat sau 12 da phap ph'ong
dwdi nwde, tay bau vao dudi thuyén Amazon 16i thuyén ra khoi cang trwdc
doc theo mép ma’y ring da Ion. Poan nd 16i dén pin ra, bat loding mot cai
vira dd d& tim ra cp méi chéo. Mdi cheo nay khong han 1a giong v&i méi
cheo ctia Chim En, nhung né van xoay x& dwge. N6 dirng dang dudi thuyén
Amazon ma chéo, mit ddi theo hai 4nh dén do né6 thip 1én. N6 nhé 12 du ¢6
xay ra chuyén gi thi n6 cling phai canh sao hai dnh dén thaalng hang, den nay
tring 1€n dén kia. C6 ldc ching chéch nhau du né da cd hét sirc, nhwng né
xoay x& rat t6t, mac cho cdi hdc xi€m cling bu'dm dwoe ha voi ca sao cang
va truc cing thiét 12 ngdng dwong hét chd. N6 khong va manh vao diu hét,
va chi vira khua nwdc dua dudi thuyén hai tic tranh dwoe da thi ngon nén
trong mot deén I'6ng cha’p chdi roi tit di. “La cdi dén minh ding trén trai,”
né nghi. “May la minh khong doc thém ntra.” N6 ti€p tuc cheo nguoc thém
chiip nira d€ cho chic minh da an toan. N6 biét gi6 s& thdi day né ngworc vé
phia ddo, nén né quay dau thuyén Amazon lai, ng6i xuéng thanh van gita,
xoac hai chin hai bén hoc xi&m ma bit dau cheo ding diéu, gitt cho gi6
thoi mon bén ma phai.

N6 ma't da'u ngon den hi€u con lai. R'6i lai nhin th@y, réi 4nh den bao
1ap 1oe qua rang cay, bon Amazon da quay tré ra cang.

N6 nghi tay chéo d€ thuyén dat ty do, ling tai nghe nhung cheamg nghe
dworc gi. Ngay sau d6 n6 nhin th@y anh den khac, cao hon hin. La ngon hai
ding, dén van dang chdy sdng cao cao trén ciy gan tram quan sdt. N6 biét
gi6 dang day ndé nguoc 1€n dau trén h'o, qua ddo. N6 day manh cheo trai
dwa dadu Amazon vé gan hudng gié hon. Poan né chéo khoan thai.

Ma ciing khé nhoc 14m. N6 khong th€ cit chéo mii thé niy sudt dém
dwoc. Diéu t6t nhat né c6 the lam 1a neo thuyén vao chd nao d6 an toan
nha't. N6 nghi chéo, thu chéo lai, bat dén pin 1én, r'di bo I'6m ¢dm ra truoc.
Ping r'6i, ngay mili tau ¢c6 mo neo v&i rat nhiéu day thwng. N6 nhd ¢
nghe John bao Susan 14 khong bao gior dwoe tha neo ra ma chwa chic 13 dau
day budc vao neo dworce cot that chit. N6 cam deén pin boi bdi vao cudn day



thirng. C6 vé chic day. Day thing dwoc cdt cirng vao khoen 6¢c. N6 dit neo
vao chd dé v&i 18y nha't, doan vé ng'6i lai canh chéo, chéo cat lyc cét ngang
qua va hoi xudi theo chiéu gié vé phia bor h'd phia Tay. Lic nay nd chaamg
nhin thdy gi ngoai anh den trén cdy hai dang. N6 cheamg mudn neo thuyén
lai b4t ct¢ chd nao g4n ddo khi binh minh 1én ca. Ai ma biét dwoc bon hai
tdc kia boi gidi d&n mirc nao? Bo h'd bén kia mdi 1a an toan.

Dot nhién né nghe thdy ti€ng nwdc khda 1én dd, gan that gan. Pua
thuyén Amazon vao bo gitra dém den th& nay la hoan toan khong thé€. N6
ngwrng cheo, lai bo ra tredc, ha neo xudng gan mili, tay chuyén tay tha day
thirng ra. Neo ti¢h xudng, ting thwde mot. It ra ddy ciing 1a viing nwde sau.
R'6i neo khong con tri tay nira. Neo da cham ddy. Titty tha cho phén thung
con lai roi ra ndt. Thuyén Amazon troi dat ra sau ro1 khé giat ngwore lai.

“Du c6 chuyén gi thi ciing phai d€n sang mai thdi,” con nhd thuyén
vién ty nhd. “John s€ khong cdp bo trong dém t6i dau khi mét trong hai den
hiéu da tit. Minh chi€m dwo'c Amazon, cudi cung thi Chim En s& 1a tau chi
huy. Gio thi khong the con chuyén gi nira ca.”

N6 da I'am. Khong thé nao néi la s€ khong cé gi xay ra thém nira.

Gio day khi thuyén chi€m dwoe dd neo ddu an toan, né cd hét sirc lam
moi chuyén gidong nhw trén thuyén, nhung trong dém den thi chaamg lam gi
nhiéu dwoc cd, du ¢6 cdy dén pin nhod gitp strc. Nhwng né cudén budm lai
gon hét sirc minh. N6 tim thdy mot tAm tham nén cudn minh trong day, vi
gio’ nay ngoai h'é nwdc troi lanh ghé gom khi né khdng cheo. N6 ciling luc
ra dwgc mot tang s6 ¢d la to. Thé 1a n6 an Iudn. “Nguwoi ta ludén dn hét
nhirng gi tim thdy trén tau chi€m dwoc co ma,” né ty nhu khi dang ban
khodn khong bi€t c6 nén dn hay khong. N6 ngdi xudng 1ong thuyeén, hoi lui
sau hoc xi¢m, d€ gitt Am va trdnh dwoc gié. N6 #n sach sd ¢d la, bit dau
thic mic con ma’y ti€ng nira thi trdi sdng, thi bdng nhién né cing ngudi,
nhw con thd vira nhin thdy nguoi trén canh d6ng.

N6 nghe ra mot ti€ng dong mai.

La ti€ng cheo khua, thit nhanh that manh, am thanh ctia hai cdp cheo
trén mdt con thuyén tho dan, loai mai cheéo dong chét vao chdt, va ti€ng i
oap clia miii thuyén xé& vao titng do't séng ngén. N6 ranh Am thanh nay 1dm.

Am thanh day tién d&n mdi lic mét gan. Pi ngang sit qua né. Oap
Oap. NO ¢6 the nghe ra ti€ng mai chéo v nwde that gan dén ndi né twdng



nhin ra dwgrc ca con thuyén trong bong tdi.

_Thuyeén vién Titty chealng dam thé. DAy khong phai ddm Chim En ciing
chang phai Amazon, ma la thG dan. Ma ho dang lam céi gi m&i duoc gitra
dém khuya khi ma nguoi ta, td't nhién 1a tre ddm cudp bi€én voi may nha
tham hi€m ra, ding ra phai di ngd hét roi chi?

“Chéc 12 gan d&n chd dé roi diy.” Giong mot ngwdi dan dng, vang
vang trong gi6, tir béng t61 vong dé&n chd Titty.

“Chuwa dau. Nhin d&n bon nhd thip trén ddo kia kia. Ciing con phai dén
ca tram mét la it.”

“Tao nghe thdy gi ndy. Ddm chic 13 n6 khong xa dau. Cham lai chiit
di.”

C6 ti€ng va dap gan dau d6 phia trudc.

“P4 bao r'oi, thing ngu. May 1am nét ca cdi thuyén thdi nay roi.”

“Vay thi leo ra kéo thuyén 1én di.”

“Ca't cai mi may che den coi, cho chiit anh sang coi.”

C6 ti€ng nuwde bin Ién, roi ti€ng thuyén bi kéo 1én dd. Rdi quang sing
16a 1én cua loai den xe dap.

“Thuyén khong sao. Chic triy chit son thoéi. Bon minh may 1a né
khong bi thing.”

“Vay giap bon tao mdt tay khuan cai thung 1€n nao. S€ khong c6 ai tim
ra né & day dau.”

“Néu may ¢ huo huo cdi dén kia thi s€ c¢6 ngwoi tim ra ddy. T6t hon
minh nén dem no theo di.”

“Bon minh diu c¢6 chd né trén xe may dwoc. Phéi 14y 6 t6 moi ché
dwoc.”

“Cut that. Sao may khong dem céi duc theo ma duc né ra chx?”

“Thong minh qud nhi. C6 ai biét 14 thang cha d6 lai cAt ¢'6 trong cdi thit
nhw thé nay dau. b€ mé dwoc né khdng chi can dén duc khong dau.”

“Chi toan la cong c6c.”

“Hu, thi cling da lam r'6i. Ma theo nhw strc ndng ctia né thi may cling
dodn dwoc phai 12 thi gi dang gid dA’y chit. N&u khong thi thang cha &y da
khong ci't trong cdi thit nhw nay dau. Thoi, gidp mdt tay nao.”



C6 ti€ng chan lao xao trén da, ti€ng chi th€, roi am thanh cia maYy
tang d4 ning bi ném xudng thi gi dd’y 1am bing gb va kim loai.

R61 lai ti€ng nai.

“L’an t&i bon minh dem cén cdu ra diy, vo thir gi d6 bd vao. Gior thi
cha ai tim ra né dau du c¢6 dén day. May c cau nhau cau nhau su6t thoi.
Tao wde gi tao di mdt minh cho xong.”

“Cir wore di.”

“Pay thuyén ra di. C6 chic khong bi ro khong da’y?”

“Khong ma, khong 1o dau. Nhung néu ¢6 10 thi cling 16i tai may thoi.”

“Thé thi day né ra di, rdng hét sttc vao. Bon minh phai di xa hén khoi
cho nay treedc khi ¢6 ké nao danh dong.”

Am thanh chéo di lai vang 1én. Lan nay thi tié€ng dong &y nhanh chéng
lim dan.

“Bon nay nghe ching gidng ma’y thd dan dé thwong chit nao,” Titty tw
nhd. N6 1ing nghe, mdm h4d hdc, cho d&n khi chang nghe tha'y gi nira, mét
nhin cdng vao man dém. M3t n6 nhim mot hai Tan gi d6. N6 ¢& 14y ngén
tay chong mat 1€n. “Minh s€ lai ngd ma't thoéi,” né bao, “bi€t l1a s€ ngti ma.”

N6 qua dung.
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Nha Chim €n trong bong dém

SUSAN chéo, Roger canh gic ding miii tu, con thuyén tredng John
¢Am bénh 14i, con thuyén Chim En luét di trén dong song Amazon trong
boéng t61 nhanh chéng xu6ng dan. Hai bén 1a nhing ddm sdy cao vit, ti€p
d6 1a mot bai chan gia suic, & d6 bon tré ¢6 the€ nhin thdy bong ciy in trén
nén troi thAm dén, ti€p d6 lai 1a nhirng dam siy, vy quanh ching nhw the
ca bon dang di trong hém nhd gitra nhirng birc twong cao ngd't. Ba't thinh
linh dong sdng rong m¢ thanh mat h'd 1oén voi nhieng dam sdy cao bao
quanh, ngoai tre noi dong chdy di vao va chay ra.

“Pay chic hin dwoc goi la pha r'6i,” thuyén tredng John bao. “La mdt
noi tuyét vori cho bon ching gidu thuyén. Anh wdce gi troi khong qua toi
thé nay.”

C4u danh banh 14i sang man phai thu manh d&n ndi thuyén Chim En bi
ngoat ba't ngo’ sang man trai.

“Anh bé 14i ba't thinh linh nhw vdy khé chéo qué di,” Susan bao.

“Xin 16i,” John béo. “Anh mudn chay gan bo trong khu vic nay. Anh
khong mudn nhin sot.”

“Co6 cdi gi d6 dang 16i mdi cheéo clia em day nay,” Susan bdo, “em
khong nhéc n6 1én duoc.”

Con thuyén dung lai.

John 16 nhin qua man tau.

“Hoa sung,” cau bao. “Troi dang cang ldc cang tdi roi day.”

“Chting bam 18y mdi chéo nhw ddm bach tudc ay,” Susan bao.

“C6 1€ ching 1a 1t bach tudc that,” Roger néi. “Titty da doc cho em
nghe bon bach tudc vwron nhirng canh tay ra dai nhw thé nao, va chop 18y
ngwoi kéo ra khdi thuyén.”



Giong Roger 10 vé day hoang s¢ & phan boong miii tau. Thuyén treong
John 14p titc ndm quyén chi huy.

“V& van qud, Roger,” cau bao, “Khong phai 1G bach tudc dau. Chiing
chi 1a hoa théi.” C4u rwedn nguoi ra phia tredec va nhat 1én mot céi, cling
khong dé dang gi. “Nhin diy nay,” ciu bdo. “Pwa cho né xem di Susan. D&
né ty nhin di. Chi 1a nhttng bong hoa thoéi. Chi c6 cudng la dai kinh khing.
C& cheo ra gitra d6, thuyén pho a.”

“Pwgrc roi. Chi la nhirng bdong hoa théi ma,” Roger bdo, man mé hoa
sing va miét nhirng ngén tay xudng phan than tron chic. “Nhung du cho
chung 1a 1a bach tudc em cling chaalng né ha gi.”

Susan di c¢& ging hét sitc. Nhung mdi chéo bi méic ket duwdi nhitng 14
hoa sing det va rong cudn chat lai v&i nhau. Nhirng than hoa sing tron
nhflng, det det dai dai quan vao nhau va gitr chdt méi cheo lai nhv ddm day
thung bén chat. Con bé lam roi mai chéo xudng nwdc. N6 14p tirc nhat 1én,
[an mo tim, vi rdt khé nhan ra dau 1a méi chéo mau nau cua thuyén Chim
En trong lan nwéc den ngdm. Chim En di chuyén nhw th€ dang bj day vao
mot vat gi d6 c6 do dan h6i, no oan xudng mot chiit roi 187y lai dwoc sirc
lwc day bat thuyén nguwore trd lai.

“M3aYy cdi hoa nay phién qua di,” Roger bao.

“P€ anh chéo cho mot doan,” John ndi.

Thuyén tredng va thuyén phé ddi chd cho nhau. John c& ging cheo ta
ta trén mat nwdc, gitt cho mai chéo xudi xuéng va chéch ra phia tredc d€
khi cu khua ch¢o thi mai chéo khdong thoc qua sau trong lan nwdc va
khong veong dwdi nhirng ddm 14 mong. Cach nay c¢6 vé htru hiéu hon.
Chang mA’y chdc thuyén Chim En khong con viedng hoa siing nira.

“Em khong dich banh lai dwore,” Susan bao. “Chi dwore chut it a.”

“Chéc hin mot than ciy sing bi vedng vao dudi 1di va thuyén roi,”
thuyén treéng John bdo. “D& anh g& né ra.” Ciu cdi 4o khodc, xin tay 4o,
va thoc tay xudng nwde & phan dudi thuyén. Khdong chi mot ma ca nira ta
than cdy sing dinh chum vao nhau, 1én chit dudi ldi. Cau bé gy mot it roi
giat nhirng mau ket gitra dudi 1di va song thuyén.

“HEt roi day,” cau ndi, va lai khua mai chéo. Cau ti€p tuc cheo, bao
Susan khong lai qua gan dam sy, noi c¢6 hoa sing, nhung ciing khong



dwoc di qua xa bor. Vat 1on voi ddm hoa sing mat qua nhiéu thoi gian ma
troi thi cang lic cang tdi hon.

“Thoéi,” Susan bdo, “troi t67 qua khong th€ tim thdy Amazon biy gic
dau. Tot hon ching ta nén bd cudc va quay vé nhé?”

“Néu chiing ta cho’ cho dén khi troii sang, chdng ta s€ tim ra dwoc thoi,”
thuyén tred'ng John dap.

“Nhwng con Titty thi sao?”” Susan hoi. “Thém nwra, cé 1& Amazon khong
c6 & day dau.”

“Chéc hin né dang & dau do trén sdng,” John dap. “Nhuwng anh da quén
béng Titty roi. Chiing ta quay lai vay.”

Cau quay dau thuyén Chim En lai r'oi ti€p tuc cheo.

“Khong lai dwge gi ca,” Susan bado, “em khong thd’y dwong.”

John thinh linh gidt manh mai cheo.

“Mot dong hoa sting nira nay,” cau bao.

Cau kéo Chim En ra khdi ddm hoa sting va thé 13 miii thuyén dam vio
dam say.

“Ti€p tuc quan sat di, Roger,” thuyén pho ra I€nh.

“C6 gi ma nhin dau,” Roger ddp, “d&n khi em nhin thay thi da tré r6i.”

Mot h'6i 1au ca bon méi tim dwoc noi dong song thodt khoi viing nworc.
Bon ching da cheo thaamg qua khoang trong, vi s¢” d&€n qua gan dam siy. Va
cudi cling ca bon cho ring néu c6 ai nhin thi'y 4nh sidng & diy thi ho ciing
khong nghi ngor d6 1a céi gi, nén bon tré st dung dén pin. Roger khong the
12y dén pin cua minh ra, né st dung dén ctia John vi John dang chéo. Susan
c6 dén pin riéng r'oi. That khé nhin r6 ngay ca khi soi dén. Anh sing y&u &t
bat 1én, 16e bén diy, 16e bén kia soi cdc dam siy dap don. Nhwng hai bén
vat 4nh dén vAn 1a béng t&i. Khi ching di tiép, bong t61 bién thanh lau siy
khi quang sdng chi€u vao. Cudi cung ching cling tim ra mt vi tri ma anh
sang den pin cho thdy ddm sdy hai bén, nhung khong c6 gi ngoai bong td1
& gitra.

“Pay chéc 1a ctra song nhi,” John bio.

Cau chéo vé hudng béng t&i. Con thuyén Chim En van con trong ving
nwde thodng, nhwng dén pin soi thd’y ddm sdy & ca man phai va trai thuyén.



Pam sdy rap vé cd mot hwéng, va miic du John ngtng chéo, Chim En van
lwdt theo hwdng xudi chiéu dam sdy. Cudi cung thi thuyén da ra sdng.

John d€ mic cho dong chdy dwa Chim En di, cau chi st dung mdi cheo
khi con thuyén dung phai dam siy.

“Dung quor den pin 1én khong trung nhu th€, Susan,” cdu bdo, “néu
khong c6 ngudi tha’y bon ta ddy. Chiing ta chic han dang tién d&n gan cin
nha r'oi. Tt dén ctia em di, Roger. Chiing ta khong mudn lam kinh dong thd
dan dau.”

Mot ddi Tan bon ching bi mic vao ddm say tai cdc khic quanh clia dong
song, nhung chung thoat dwgc ma khong gap kho khan nao.

Chaalng ma’y chdc ching nhin thd’y dnh dén ctia mo6t ngdi nha 1én, dirng
cach xa mat h'o.

“Chéc héin ching ta da d€n gan nha thuyén r'6i,” John bao.

“Land do,” Susan la lén.

John lui thuyén. “Ching ta phai xem xét ky lai mdt [an ntra,” ciu bao,
“cho chéc.”

Susan roi den pin vao nha thuyén. Mot con do1 vut bay ngang mat. Mot
cdi xu6ng may 1&n ndm ddy nhw trede va thuyén mai chéo. Chd bén neo
tau Amazon van trong tron.

“Ch4c hin ching da gid'u no tai noi nao d6 phia trén dong song kia,”
John noi.

Pung ldc d6 anh den trong nha Ion Tan lwot bat 1€n.

“Tét dén di, thuyén phd,” thuyén trwéng John ra 1&énh. “N&u ¢6 ngudi
ding & ctra sO nhin ra thi ho c6 thé€ thd’y anh dén daYy.”

Cau lai cheo thuyén Chim En ra séong. Con thuyeén tiép tuc trdi di trong
bong to1.

Khong ai néi 1o nao mot lic 1au. K& hoach da tha't bai, va chuyén danh
tp da vach ra tredre gio thanh cong coc.

Dot nhién ching bit dau cdm nhan dworc chit gi6 ndi 1én.

“Hin ching ta da dén bieén khoi roi,” thuyén tredng John néi. “Cau bat
den pin dwgre roi da'y thuyén phd, xem ciu thdy gi nao.”

Susan lia déen mot vong xung quanh. Khong con dam siy nao nwa. Bon
b€ khong con tha’y gi ngoai lan nwde lan tan.



“0 6,” Roger thét 1én, “em thd’y dnh sdng ding xa kia.”

“Anh den vinh Rio da’y,” John néi. “Chiing ta da ra d&n ngoai. Anh s&
kéo budm nhé. CaAm den pin cho chéc trong khi anh cudn mép budm nao.
Dén bd’ cling hay ndi, ‘Pwng bao gio ngai cudn mép bu'dm mot con thuyén
nho trong béng t6i.””

Cudn budm trong bong dém, du cé sy tror gitp tor dnh dén pin do
thuyén phé hdm hé roi, ciing that khong dé dang chiit ndo, nheng cudi
cing ciing xong, roi John hwéng ddu Chim En vao huéng gié va kéo
budm, trong khi Susan cam bdanh lai va day kéo budm chinh.

“Cho thuyén chay vat bén man phai,” John bao, ngay khi thuyén cang
budm, “gitr cho cidng gié vao. Ching ta phdi bdo ddm tranh xa riang da
ngoai mui vinh nhé.”

Ngay c khi mép budm da cudn thi van c6 du gié d€ ddy Chim En luét
nhanh theo dong nwdc véi dm thanh réc rach déu déu dwdi miii thuyén.

“Chung ta dang dong thuyén ding hudng Pong dd’y,” John thdng bdo.

“Lam sao anh bi€t dwoc?” Susan hoi.

“Thi nhin kia,” John dap.

Mot mang trdi rong 1&n trong vat xud't hién trén dau, va trén bau troi 1a
nhirng vi sao to 1on.

“Nhin kia,” John ndi. “P¢ la Cai Chao. D6 1a can chao. DB6 1a than chao.
Vi hai ngdi sao nam & miit trege chia than chao chi ra ngdi sao huéng Bic.
LA chom Bic Pau day. N6 trdi rong bén man trai thu, vi vdy ching ta chic
hin dang dong thuyén vé hudng Pong. Va dnh dén tir Rio trai rong bén
man phai tau theo hwdng Nam.”

“Tai sao dan dia phwong ctt goi C4i Chao 12 GAu Lénl?! nhi?” Susan
héi.

“Anh cha bi€t,” John dap. “Trong nd chgng gidng con gdu chit nao ca.
Giong con hwou cao ¢6 hon. Nhung chglng c6 cdi chdo nao tdt hon chao
nay dau.”

“Thuyén dp sat hwdng gié hon roi,” thuyén phé Susan théng béo.

“PE€ cho cang gi6 di,” thuyén tredng ra Iénh, “ti€p tuc dong budm.
Nhurng gi’ chic bon minh d3 ra xa khdi mém d4 roi da'y. Anh sé& st dung la
ban va hai d6 day.”



Tinh thn cfa thdy thd doan Chim En lic nay di rat phan chan khi ca
bon lai ra gitra bieén khoi ma khdng con Ian mo trong béng dém v&i dam
sdy va hoa sting. Khong gi c6 the ¢d vii diing khi ctia cdc thily thil bing viéc
c6 dwoc khoang khdng gian cho thuyén xoay trd.

“Em lanh khong, Roger?” thuyén pho hai.
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“Hoi lanh,” thang bé quan sat tra 101,

“Pi xudng dudi mép tau ma quan cdi chan nay vao,” thuyén phé bao,
chuyén tdm chan ra tredc qua thuyén tredng.

John ciling lom khom trong khoang thuyén. Ciu 13y ra quyén sach
hwong din, va dd tim ra hdi @6 trong quyén sdch nho vao 4nh séng ctia den
pin. Sau dé cau dat la ban ngay gitra van ngang cua thuyén, d€ cho vach
den danh diu trén vanh bén trong la ban gan miui tau nha't. Cach d6 khong
dwoc, bdi vi Chim En dang chao nghiéng khién la ban xién xién di nén mit
la ban khong hoat ddng. Cau phai gitr la ban trén tay. Mac du th&, mat la
ban van 14c Iw. C4u c¢& cam yén la ban trong mdt tay, trong khi tay kia cau
lia anh dén pin vao d€ xem hwdng nao trén la ban d6i dién véi vach den.
Kim van khong chi yén mot chd ma du dwa qua lai.

“Gan chinh Pong,” cudi cung ciu noi. “Nao ta dwa thuyén 4p gi6 hon
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nao.

Thuyén phé bé banh l4i tirng tf mot va Chim En mdi lic mot gan hudng
gio.

“Huwong Pong, BDong Nam, Pong - BDong Nam, Péng Nam cia Pong,
Pong Nam,” cau ndi nhanh.

“Thuyén s€ khong di gan hon dugc nwra dau,” thuyén phé dap.

“Ctr 14i theo hudng d6 di,” thuyén tredng John ra 1énh. “Hwdng Ddng
Nam &Yy, hay la gan gan sat vao.” C4au nhin vao hai d6 trong sach. “Lam
vay thi thuyén s€ trd budm roi dot bé lai ti€p thuyén c6 1€ di hoi qua
hwong Tdy Nam mot chit. Nhwng van dé 1a, ching ta khong biét duwgc mot
dot bé 14i ta di dwoc bao xa. Chiing ta s& phai di vat tirng dot ngan roi cd
ging di déu tirng dot. Khi d6 ta s& khong di qua st vao bo nao ca. Khi dén
gan day dao thi ta s€ nhin ra nho dnh dén t vinh Rio. Anh s& d&€m dén mot
tram, va sau d6 ching ta s€ tr¢ budm. R6i anh s€ d&€m dén mot tram nira
trong do't bé 14i ti€p va ching ta tré bu'dom l'an nira.”

“pén & vinh Rio dang tit di kia,” thuyén phé Susan bio.

Qua vay that. L'an lwot teng dnh dén trén d'6i bén trén vinh Rio vut tat.

“Ch4c 1a khuya 14m r'di nhi,” Susan bao.

May lai che ngang qua cdc vi sao. Xung quanh khong con chit anh sang
nao nita. Con thuyén Chim En bé nhd lao di trong béng t61, Susan giit cho



con thuyén theo huéng gié, hedng thang t&i trede va hoi chéch banh 14i
1&€n khi con bé cam nhan chit gié lanh bu6t bén ma trai.

“Chin mwoi1 hai, chin mwo1 ba, chin mwo1 tw, chin mwo1 lam, chin
muoi sau, chin mwoi bdy, chin mwoi tdm, chin mwoi chin, mdt tram...
Chuéh bi tré budm,” John hd. Susan chuyén huéng Chim En. Nudc dudi
song thuyén ldng di mot chdp, va roi, khi thuyén tang td'c, am thanh ron ra
va dé chiju cta séng nude lai bit dau.

“Anh cam banh l4i di, John,” thuyén phé bao, “em mudén 187y it s6 ¢ la
cho b6i tau.”

John cam banh 14i, ti€p tuc d&€m déu déu cham rai. Ciu dang giw la ban,
thinh thodng bat dén pin Ién va kep chat dén pin gitra hai gdi, dwa la ban ra
vung anh sang d6. Nhwng cach dé that khong on, du cho cdu mudn nghi né
kha thi. Cach t6t nha't cau cé the’'lam la ti€p tuc dong thuyén va canh sao d€¢
thuyén di vat ting dot déu nhau. R'6i sau d6 thi sao - chuyén gi xay ra néu
hwong gié thay doi chat it?

Thuyén phé 147y banh va s6 c6 la ra. C6 bé va thuyén tredng tha’y rang
ca hai cling c6 th€ in chit it nhw thing bé bdi tau. Thing nhd, dwoc 0 4m
trong hai 1&’p quéan 4o cling céi chan, dang hwdng thu hét sirc minh.

“Titty chic s& thich 1dm?” n6 hdi.

“Thich cdi gi co'?” Susan héi lai.

“Dong thuyén nhw thé nay trong béng tdi &y,” né trd 1.

Susan khong néi gi. C6 bé khong mudn nghi dé€n viéc Titty & mdt minh
trén ddo qua lau nhw vay.

John khong néi gi. Vi mot nhé, cau dang tu ti€p tuc d€m va da d€m gan
toi s6 mot tram. V&i lai, anh dén pin cta Susan & khoang thuyén, noi con
bé dang cit cic khoanh banh va dang bé s6 co la, cling 4nh sdng clia d&n pin
trén tay cau khi cau st dung d€ xem la ban, lam cho bong tdi ctia d€m tham
chi con mit mil hon nira. Nhu thé nay con hon 12 méic ket trén sdng, t&t hon
nhi€u, nhung thuyén tredng John bi€t ra't ro cdu khong that sy xac dinh
dwoc ca bon dang gan bo d&n mite ndo. Cau la thuyén tredng ctiia Chim En
va khong th€ d€ thuyén didm duwoc. Bo cdu da tin twdng ciu khong phai 13
mot tén xuan ngdc, nhung dong budm trong bong td1 the nay, so v&i ban
ngay thi ciu khong ré minh c6 phai thing ngdc hay khong nita. Va khong
cé ti anh sang nao & vinh Rio gitp cho ciu. Xung quanh t&i thui. Cau chi



c6 the ti€p tuc cho thuyén di vat dwa vao gid, roi cau lo khong biét phai
lam gi ti€p theo day khi Chim En d&n g4n cum ddo bén ngoai vinh. Ma lam
sao cau biét khi nao thuyén sé€ d&€n gan cum ddo chir? D€ cho thdy thi doan
bi€t d€n di€u ciu dang lo nghi ciing khdong on chiit nao. Vi vay cau khong
noi gi, chi con biét ti€p tuc d&m. C6 1€ ciu d&€m hoii 1on ti€ng hon lidc nay.
Cau da dém dén mot tram, quay Chim En vé hwdng ngwoe lai, roi dé€m lai
tee dau: “Mot, hai, ba” khi con thuyén di theo hwdng bé 14i ti€p theo.

Chim En c h&i ha xudi nguoc bing qua mit h'd trong béng tdi. Cum
ddo chic cling khong con céch xa qud.

Dot nhién John nging dé€m.

“Nghe kia,” cau thot 1€n. “La cay dd’y. Anh nghe dworc ti€ng gi6 lua qua
cdy. C4i gi dang kia th&?” Cau chi€u dén pin qua man thuyén. C6 nudc
tring x6a ban tung tée vao d4. Tieng gié lla qua ciy rat gan phia trudc.

“Tha day léo nao,” John goi. “Ha canh bu'6m xudng. Tom Idy truc cang
bu'dm khi n6 roii xudng nhé.”

Susan 14y hét sirc thodn thodt thao tdc. Qua giong John co bé biét
khong con thoi gian d€ lang phi dau. Buom dwoe hdi ha kéo xudng. Co bé
cudn lai nhanh hét mirc ¢6 th€. Poan c6 bé roi dén pin vao man dém trwdc
mat.

“Co6 céi gi gan day thi phai,” Susan bao.

Chim En It di trén ving nude phang ling. John bd méi chéo ra.

“Pay roi,” Susan néi. “Gan diy 1dm. Tap vao di, tAp vao bén trdi Ay.
C6 cau tau ¢ day nay.”

Chim En dung nhe vao mdt vat gi bang gb.

“Hay bam chat vao, ba't ke né la cai quai gi,” John goi. Cau gac cheo.
R6i bd [6m ¢6m ra trwde. Anh den pin 1am hién r6 thanh xa bing gb den
am wot clia mot trong cac cau tau do tho dan st dung cho céac thuyén mai
cheo.

“Gio’ dén pin ctia em 1én cao di Susan,” ciu bdo. “Anh s€ 1én bo’ xem.”

Susan gio’ cao den pin. Thoét cdi John leo 1én cAu tau.

“On réi,” cdu bao. “Anh tim tha’y day neo ro61.” Ciu bat den pin, va
Susan nhin thd’y cdu ding trén bén tau thit diy neo vao cot con Chim En
dat 1ui lai.



“Du sao chang ntra, & ddy bon minh ciing khong sao,” cdu ndi. “May
cho ching ta la da khong va phai tang da khi di ngang qua. Khong bi€t day
1a hon dao gi nhi.”

Cau di Ién bai cip, nho dnh sdng ctia ngon dén pin. Sau d6 cau quay lai.

“C6 bang thong bdo viét, ‘Khu vic tw nhan. CAm d6 thuyén’.”

“Vay gio’ ching ta lam gi?” Susan hoi.

“Lén bo,” thuyén tredng John bdo. “Ta cir 1én bo' néu mudn. Du sao thi
tho dan gio cling dang ngd ca r'oi. Bon ta s€ ¢ lai ddy cho dén khi troi sang
chiit. Troi cling sip stta hitng sdng r6i. Chi ¢6 bon xudh ngdc méi co di
qua cum dao trong khi troi t67 nhw thé nay.”

“Con Titty thi sao?”” Susan hoi.

“Titty dang ¢& trong trai. N6 c¢6 [€u ma. N6 sé on thdi. Bon minh ciling
vay.”

Thuyén tredng John vui khon ta. Bdy gio nguy hi€m da qua, ciu biét
ra't 16 ring ca bon rdt cudc ciing c6 the 1a nhitng tén xuah ngdc 14m roi, khi
phong thuyén di trong bong dém ay. The ma thay vi va dap vao da thi
thuyén Chim En lai dwoc Am ciing & ddy, cdt vio bén tau. Bon ching dang
& dau khong thanh va'n d€. Binh minh sé cho biét thoi.

Susan ndéi, “Roger, em di nga di.”

Khong c6 ti€ng trd 10i. Roger da ngd ma't r'oi.

John tr¢ lai thuyén.

“Coi chuing anh lam né thirc gid'c da'y,” Susan néi. John buwdc rén rén
qua thang bé dang nga.

“Con hai cai chan ntra ne,” Susan noi.

“Anh s€ khdng ngti dau,” John dép, an toa thodi mdi dwdi 1ong thuyén.
“Em ngu di.”

“Em bao nay, John,” mdt vai phit sau Susan thi tham.

Lai khong c6 tiéng tra loi.

Vai phiit sau d6 con bé cling ngu thi€p di.



Gi6 thdi bat may di va cdc vi sao tda sang cao tit trén dau Chim En va
thdy thi doan dang say ngli. BAu troi xanh sim bit dau nhat di bén trén cdc
rang d6i phia Pong. Cum ddo tum quanh vinh Rio tré thanh khdi den trén
cdi nén khong con tdi bing né. Mau sic clia nwdc ciing thay doi. Nudc
tirng den ngdm nhw cac ngon d6i va bau troi, va gior diy khi bau troi ciing
day d@'6i nhat mau di thi mit nwdc cling vdy. Cum dao td6i om gio mang mot
mau xanh dyc va xam, con lan nwéc 1dn tin c6 mau cia Am tra bang thiéc.

Khi John tinh gidc thi vAn con lau troi mdi hing DPong, nhung da da
sang d€ dong bu'om. Cau gidt minh tinh gid'c, va hoi xau ho' vi da ngu thi€p
di. Cau mwng vi cdu la nguoi dau tién thire gid'c. Ngay 14p tirc ciu biét ca
bon dang & dau, dang neo vao bén tau & mdt trong cac hon ddo nhd & dau
phia Bic vinh Rio. C4u c6 ging thdo neo va kéo buom 1én ma khong 1am
may dra kia tinh gid’c, nhwng, khi ciu di chuyén, ma’y dira kia cling cuc
cua.

Roger ngdp dai, rwdn nguoi qua mép thuyén d€ nhin sang bén kia.
Théang bé chi nhin dwoc mot cdi roi, khdng néi thém ti€ng nao, ndm xudng
ngu ti€p.

Susan bwng tinh nhw 1a ngwoi thire ddy d€ chuan bi bira sdng cho ca gia
dinh.

“Nay,” con bé ndi, “I€ ra ching ta dong budm twr 1au r'éi. Troi da sdng
bach th& kia.”

“Tho1 nao,” John ndi. “Em cam 12y day kéo 14 buom chinh, trong khi
dé anh cidng budm. Anh chzamg mudn lam em thiec gidc dau... nhung ma
thye ra anh cling chi m&i ddy thoéi. Hom nay 1a mét ngay dep troi nira day,
va gi6 khong d6i hudng.”

Cau thao day neo r'oi chi quan mot vong quanh cdt try & cudi bén tau.
Poan ciu girong budm Ién. Cau quén ring budm da dwgc cudn mép. Thao
mép budm ra ma't khong t&i mot phit. D& hon co6t budm lai trong béng t&i



nhiéu. Sau d6 ciu kéo budm 1én mot Tan nira va nhd neo. Chim En lwét nhe
vé phia sau mot doan, sau d6 bat dwoc lan gié va bt dau ludt di. Cau di ve
phia dudi tau cam bénh 4.

Susan chdp chdp mét nhin qua bang thong bdo cA'm neo thuyén.

“That ra bon minh ciling c6 1én bo’ dau,” con bé noi.

Ca bon tr& hwong di xuyén qua gitra Rio va cac hon ddo. Ching chwa
tirng thay vinh Rio ndm hiu quanh d&n th& bao gi¢. Chua c6 ai thirc giac.
Ctra sO cac ngo6i nha déu phu réem che. Nhirng chi€c du thuyén neo trong
bén. Thuyén chéo clia thd dan nim dan hang trén bii bién. Khong thay
bdéng dang mdt thd dan nao.

“Phai chit ntra mit troi méi 1€n,” John ndi, nhin 1€n quang sang mo
mo phia bau trovi trén cac ngon d0i.

Chiing dong budm ra gitra vung h'6 bao la phia xa cdc hon déo, va chay
vat dai qua phia xa. Sau d6, “Trd budm,” va lui lai Tan ntra. L'an tr& hwdng
tht hai cach xa nhitng hon ddo gidp bon ching quan séat rd con vinh hep
duwdi nong trai Holly Howe. R'6i dén nong trai Holly Howe, cdn nha nong
trang, mau tring tring nam gitta mAy hang thdy ting va nhya rudi, trén
swon d6i trén dinh canh ddng thoai thoai 1én. Me va Vicky va vi em dang
ngd & d6. John nhin Susan, va Susan nhin lai John. Hai dra c6 clung suy
nghi, nhung khong dira nao néi gi ca. N6i chung ciing khdng phai y nghi dé
chiu gi. Nhwng bon né ciing s€ som vé lai trai trén ddo Méo Hoang thdi ma.

Cud1 cung Susan Ién ti€ng, “Em cau sao Titty bi€t suy nghi chut ma
chiu di ngu di.”

“C4 la n6 khong ngu dau,” John ddp. “Du sao thi con bé cling khong
mudn ma.”

Bon ching da bd lai méom Darien & phia sau. John nhin can nha bé neo
vao cdi phao 1on trén vinh Nha Be, nhung né lai goi cho cdu nhé dén Tan
cham mat v&i thuyén tredng Flint, nén ciu nhin qua hwéng khac.

Gio thi bon ching ¢6 th€ thd'y ddo Meéo Hoang, thinh linh Susan kéu
1én, “Titty thiec r'6i kia. N6 nhém mot déng Ia 16 1a to.”

Mot cot khéi 1on dang boc 1én tir hon dao.

“O1i,” John goi. “C6 con thuyén nwra. Ha, 1a thuyén Amazon.”

“Pau anh?” Susan hoi.



“Pang kia kia. Bén man phai miii thu day. K& bén ddo Chim Cédc AYy.
Dot bé 14i nay bon minh s€ chi€m 18y n6 nhé.”

“Dung 1a thuyén Amazon ro61,” Susan no6i. “Nhung khong c¢6 ai trén ddy
ca. Chic 12 n6 bj bung neo & dau d6 r'oi dat ra day thoi.”

John can than quan sat.

“Khong phai né bi dat dau,” ciu bao. “N6 dang neo ma. C6 1€ bon
Amazon dang ngu trén thuyén. Hoan hd! Chi€m 18y n6 di. Bon minh sé 18y
mo neo ma khéng lam bon né thirc gid'c roi kéo né vEé cang. R'6i khi chiing
thirc ddy thi ching da la tu binh r6i.”

“Em khong nghi 1a c6 ai trén thuyén dau,” Susan noi.

“Nham nhi,” John dap. “Thuyén khong th€ ty nhién t&i d6 r'oi ty neo lai
dwoc.”

“A, minh s& rd ngay &y ma,” Susan néi.

John khéng d&i ngay huéng di ctia Chim En. Di vat nhu vay sé lam cho
thuyén chay ve€ phia c¢6 gié ctia Amazon. Sau d6 ciu cé thé can than cheo
1t lai @& ndm 14y day md neo va kéo con thuyén ma khdng lam thic gid'c
bon cudp bien dang ngt kia. Nhwng r'éi cdu d6i y. T6t hon hét l1a chay dén
gan dudi dudi thuyén d€ nhin vao trong thuyén. Ct¢ ¢6 rit neo 1én khi bon
Amazon chi gid vo dang say ngt thoi thi qué mit 1am.

“Em chéc 14 cha c6 ai trén thuyén dau,” Susan néi khi ca bon lao thuyén
dén con thuyén bé xiu dang neo kia.

Nhwng ding lic d6 mot ban tay tho ra qua mép thuyén, roi chap sau,
khi cd bon vira di ngang qua dudi thu Amazon, thi khudn mit tring béch téc
tai day bun da't ciia thuyén vién Titty tho ra trén thanh ctra s0.

Tw tdi qua toi gior thuyén vién Titty da nghi xem ndi sao cho thich horp.
Pai loai nhw 13 “Béo cdo”, “Bit gon”, “Pich” va “Chi€n lgii pham”. Nhung
vao phiit chét bao tr nglr trdi tudt hét khoi dau nd, va nhirng gi né thuc sy
noira la, “Em 12y dworc thuy€n roi.”
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Thuy\én tredng John gao 1én mdt ti€ng hoan hd khi€n dén chinh né
cling con giat minh va Iam cho ca Roger phai tinh giac.

“Titty, Titty o1, sao em lam dwoe vay?” cau hoi.

“Gidi 14m Titty,” Susan noi.

Roger ng6i bat 1én dwdi long thuyén. “Titty chao nha,” né néi r'oi lai
cudn minh ngu ti€p.

John chao nghiéng Chim En r6i duwa ra huéng gié, cap vao bén canh.
Thuyén ph6 Susan I'6m ¢6m ra tredc chop 18y man thuyén Amazon.

“Nhwng tui Amazon dau?” John héi.

“Tui né chi€m trai minh r'éi. Chi€m 18y ddo Meéo Hoang r'6i,” Titty dap.
“Em chiu khong n6i. Em budn ngt qud, r'oi cé con ci kia, lam em twdng la
anh chi, th& 12 em thip dén 1én, tui n6 di vao cang. R'6i bon né di 1én trai
nén em chi€m 148y thuyén Amazon.”

“Ai thém quan tdm dén trai ch?” John kéu 1én. “La ké nao chi€m dwoc
thuyén ctia phe kia co ma. Ma gio’ bon minh chi€m dwoe roi. VAy ma anh
twdng minh thua r'oi kia. D gi thi Chim En ciing 13 thuyén chi huy r'6i nhé.
Lam gidi 14m, Titty.”

Titty rang k& cho hé&t chuyén, minh bj day ra ngoai troi t&i nhw thé nao,
da tim céach neo lai bo’ bén kia ra lam sao nhwng sang ra thi lai thd'y neo tan
ngoai ddo Chim Co&c. Nao Ia cd... ti€ng khua cheo... ¢6 may nguwoi cii
nhau... den hiéu phut tdt... moi chuyén cr nhr hda mu.

“Van dé cot 16i 1a,” thuyén tredng John bao, “thuyén Amazon la chién
loi pham vé tay minh. Gio’ bon minh 14i cad doan sang kia di. Bon minh s&
cip bén trrd'c mat ké thu va gianh lai ddo. Hodc 1a minh kéu goi bon nd
dau hang, n€u khong chiu thi minh s€ bao vay ving bién hét ngay nay qua



ngay khac E:ho dén khi bon chiing chét déi. Nhung ma bon chiing phai dau
hang thoi. E €, bon chung dang 1am gi the"kia?”

Susan, Titty va John tr& mét nhin sang ddo M&o Hoang. Roger ciing lai
thirc ddy va nhin theo.

Mot tim chan to, dang dap phian phat trong gid, dworc tw twr kéo 1én cay
hai dang. Ca bon c¢6 the trong thd’y hai dira nha Amazon dang kéo day tw
bén dudi. TA'm chan kia vwra to vira day, dit gi6 m&i noi 1én nhwng ciing
khong thdi dworc cho tAm chin cing hét mirc, ma chi ¢6 the viy vAy duorc
vai nhat cham cham, ra roi.

“La chan cda minh ma,” Susan bao.

“La co tring dA’y,” Titty néi. “Bon chiing dang dau hang day.”’

“Ciing c6 trang 1dm dau,” Roger néi ngdi nga.

“Vay 12 tring r'di,” Titty ddp. “Chij biét da’y 1a c& tring ma.”

“Bon minh s€ bi€t ngay thoéi,” thuyén tredng John bdo. “Nao thuyén
phd, em hay anh 1ai thuy€n chi€n lori pham day?”

“Anh 14i di,” Susan dép, “tai c6 tdm xi€m aYy.”

“Pugc thdi,” thuyén tredng ddp. “Roger & v&i em trén Chim En nhé.
Titty s€ di trén Amazon. Coi ching nao, Titty, anh leo qua day.”

Cau tw thuyén nay leo sang thuyén kia.

“Nfu 14y diy neo cta Chim En khi anh dyng budm Amazon nhé,” ciu
bdo.

“Vang thwa thuyén tredng,” Titty dap.

Thuyén phé Susan tha man thuyén Amazon ra, the' 1a thuyén Chim En
troi ra phia sau dé€n cudi doan day neo.

“Ld co hai tac dau &y nhi?” thuyén tredng John vira hdi vira trong 1€n
cOt budm chinh xem moi thit c6 sdn sang hét chura d& cing budm.

“Chung d¢€ lai noi dau c6t budm da’y. Em ha xudng ngay khi troi sang
nén c6 nhin thdy. Tred'c dd’y em khdng c6 nghi gi d&€n né cad.”

“Em lam vay 1 phai 14m,” thuyén truedng John néi. “Day la thuyén
chién lgii pham nén khong dworce treo co’ cia nd. Ma phai treo co’ cia bon
minh kia, nhwng minh khong ¢6 dw co.”

Bu'dm thuyén Amazon hinh thang giéng budm ctia Chim En, nén John
cing buom khong kho khin gi. C4u bét tay vao kéo day neo Ién.



“Nao nao thuyén vién, em gitr banh 1di dwa thuyén sang ngang dwoc
cht? Thuyén nay 1a thuyén chién loi phdm ctia em ma. Thuyén pho o, sin
sang chwra? Quiing neo cho Chim En nhé?”

“S&n sang roi,” Susan ddp. “Roger, chay ra trird'c cudn day neo lai di.”

Roger, Iic nay da tinh nga hin, vOi chay 1én miii thuyén. Titty tha day
neo ctia Chim En ra. Roger kéo 1én, hai tay bt thoin thodt r'oi cudn day lai.
Bu'om thuyén Chim En no gié va thuyén bit dau dich chuyén. John kéo day
neo ciia Amazon cho dén khi ddy thing bing.

“Puwoc chwa Titty?”

“R61.”

“Thuyén dong budm roéi dd’y. Gitr cho n6 no gié nhé.” John kéo day
neo 1én nhanh hét sttc. Amazon bat dau dich di, nhung trdi vé hwéng khuat
gio.

“Tam xi€m chwa ha xudng kia,” John bdo. “Ha xudng la thuyén di
ngon lanh 2. Thuyén nay khong c6 s6ng thuyén nhw Chim En dau.”

Cau ha xi€m xudng, theé’ 1a Amazon th6i khong tregt ngang nira ma
dwong ré nwdc cua thuyén da trai dai ra doc theo sau dudi thuyén.

“On ¢4 cht Titty?” c4u hoi.

“On a,” con bé dap. “A, 12 vang thua thuyén treédng chit.” Miéng hoi ha
con hai mit him hé nhin cdnh buom, con bé dang cAm l4i thuyén Amazon
lan d4u tién trong doi. Cha trach ma nd lai néi sai cach.

Trong lan gié sm mai d6i thuyén tién vé phia ddo Méo Hoang, thuyén
Chim En chay treéc mot chiit.

Thuyén ph6 Susan réo sang, “Em chay théng vao cang nhé? Dot gi6
nay em tré thuyén dé nhuw khong thoi.”

“Pwrng,” thuyén tredng John can. “Tot nhat ta nén chay dén dai quan
sat, hdi bon ching xem dung cdi chin dy la y gi da.”

“Em cam doan ddy 1a c& tring ma,” Titty n6i, mit vin khong roi khoi
budom.

“Ta phai doan chic cdi d3,” thuyén trudng John bio. “Biét dau chiing
chi l1a dang dinh x6ng ra khi ching ta mang Amazon vao thi sao.”

Pén tram quan sat, bén dudi tim chan dang phan phat trén ngon cay
hédi dang noi tdi qua cé treo dén 10ng 1a hai tén hai tic Amazon. Hai dira



nay chang ding yén. Trong nhw ching dang nhay nhét.

“Chting dang 1am gi th&' nhi?” thuyén trwéng John thic méic.

“Cai dira dang nhady 1én nhday xudng kia la thuyén tredng Nancy,” Titty
bdo. “Chic 1a chij ta dang I'dng 1én phin nd Ay ma.” Titty chi ddm thodng
nhin qua khée mét mot tf thoi. N6 dang 14i thuyén ctia chung, va né6 mudn

ching thdy 1a né lam dwgc. N6 mudn d€ lai dwong ré nwdce thang tdm tp
nhw dwong ré nwdc cia ching.

Susan bén thuyén Chim En tré budm truée khi cdp dén dao. Thuyén
Amazon trdi qua bén dwdi dudi thuyén Chim En.

“Ngay dwdi tram quan sat 1a ving nwde sdu,” John bao. “Em c6 th€ le,ii
thuy€n vao gan ddy. S€ ma't gidé dd'y, nhung sang d€n bén kia 1a thuyén bat
gi6 lai ngay th6i. Thuyén du strc chay sang kia ma.”

“Vang thwa thuyén treong,” Titty dap.

Bon Amazon trén tram quan sit dwong nhue dang vy goi may anh em.
“Le le 1én,” chiing la 1.

Titty cho thuyén vao gan tram quan sat, d€ John la Ion dap lai nha
Amazon, “Dau hang chwa?”

Nancy Blackett la 1én dap trd, “Dau hang. Dau hang ma. Nhwng nhanh
nhanh 1€n.”

“Nhanh 1€n nhé,” Peggy gao.

“Khong Iwra bip gi ddy,” John goi.

“Thé danh dy cua hai tic,” Nancy dép.

“Thé danh dy nguoi da d@d luén chx?”” John nghi hodc héi lai.

“Thé danh dy nguwoi da dd,” Nancy dap. “Thé danh dy cha bat ck ai
cdu mudn cling dwoec hét. Nhwng dwng ¢6 phi thoi gian nira. Pwa thuyén
vao bai cip di.”

“Bon nay s€ mang thuyén vao cang,” thuyén tredng John dap.

“Bai cap bén gan hon ma.”

“Thuyén nay la chi€n lgii pham cua bon nay,” John déap, “nén bon nay
s€ mang vao cang.”

Thuyén Amazon da phat budm bang qua vung nwdc vinh dudi tram
quan sit. Gio né da bat lai gi6, dang le lang troi di qua eo nuwdc gitra ddo va
man Pong cta hd.



“Titty, cho budm sat hwdng gié di,” thuyén tredng John bao.

“Sat hwong gié day a,” thuyén vién Titty dap, dwa thuyén Amazon ap
sat hon vao hudng gi6. “Nhung bon kia cir nhdng 1én vi sao Ay nhi?”

“C6 biét dau,” thuyén tredng John dap. “Pwng ¢6 kim thuyén lai. Bon
minh dua v&i Susan dén cang di. Susan s€ chay vat vao & bén kia.”

Nhung thuyén Chim En c6 khéi ddu qud thudn tién nén di chay bing
bang ra ving h'6. Khi Titty dwa dwoe thuyén chi€n lgii pham cia minh vong
mAYy ring d4 mit phia Nam cta dao thi Chim En dd c6 mit tai da’y. Susan
da ha bu'dm x0e cheo ra cho’ doi, ngay bén ngoai 167 vao trong cang.

“Khong sao dau, em ct di vao di,” John goi 1on. “Bon ching dau hang
roi. bang voi vo1 vang vang cai gi da'y. Bon minh s€ cung di vao.”

Susan mot tay cheo xudi mot tay chéo ngwoe, quanh Chim En lai, khua
cheo dwa thuyén vao trong cang.

“P& em cho Amazon vao nhé,” Titty bdo. “HOm qua em con dwa né ra
ngoai gitra d€m td1 dwore ma.”

“Nhin nhé Titty, em thd'y m&y da'u hi€u khéng? Gié dang ding hudng.
Em c6 th€ dwa thuyén vao trong dwore dd’y. Anh s€ ha bu'dom xudng khi dén
ldc. Em khdng can phai lo d&n gi khdc ma chi nhdm sao cho maYy dau hiéu
kia theamg hang ddu dudi v&i nhau thoi.”

“Em s€ cd a,” Titty dap roi bé l4i ti€n thealng Vao.

“Pung d€y gi d&n anh hét,” John bdo. “Nhim cho may diu hiéu tring
vao nhau.” Ngay khi thuyén bang thaalng vao gitra ma’y vach d4 thi John ha
budm xudng roi kéo tAm xi€m 1én. “D& mét d&n may dau hiéu kia. Ping
r6i. Coi ching Chim En kia. Gidi 14m!”

Vira khi Chim En nghién 1én bai sdi trén cang nhd thi Amazon da luét
ém vio cham bo ngay canh Chim En.

Nha Amazon dang ding cho trén bai. Ca hai déu trong ra't than thién.
Peggy Blackett kéo Chim En 1én, con Nancy thi phu cho Amazon. Nhung
thuyén tredng John khong chiit lor 1a.

“Thuyén tredng Nancy,” cAu hdi, “thuyén nao dan dau hé?”

Thuyén tredng Nancy khong chit ngap ngting. “Chim En ché thuyén
ndo nira. Pa thing cudc vé vang roi. Nhung ma nhanh nhanh 1én nao.
Khong ai biét bon t& dang & ddy. Pang ra bon nay phai dang ngu kia. V&i



lai bon t& phai trd vé nha kip gio thirc diy diung di€m tdm khi moi nguoi
goi nra.”



“DAU HANG CHUA?”



“Cdc céu sé chang kip dau,” thuyén truédng John néi.

“Kip chir. Gi6 dang cang lic cang manh 1én, con mit troi mdi cho'm
moc a. Nhwng nhanh lén nao. Gitp bon nay vac d6 1€n coi. C6 nhiéu
chuyén phai néi 1dm day.”

Titty leo xudng qua miii thuyén Amazon, thuyén tredng Nancy bit tay
roi v lung con bé. “Troi @4t quy théan o1, ¢6 thuyén vién kia,” Nancy bdo,
“chi worc gi em la thiy tha bén chi ddy. Sang nay khi nhin ra em da mot
minh ha bon chi, chi twdng ua't d&n phai nudt hét moé neo &y chi. Em da ra
tay chinh xdc nhw nhirng gi bon chi dinh lam kia.”

Susan dang d& chin mén d'6 dac trén thuyén Chim En xudng. Roger thi
da chay v@é trai. Cd bon mdi dira mang vdc mot hai thir. Roger chay quay
trd lai.

“Hai chi kia nhém d6'ng Itka thiét to,” thang bé k&, “4m nuwdc thi dang
sOi nwra.”

“C6 ai mudn dung tra khong?”’ thuyén phé Susan hai.

“O chéng con thoi gian dau,” Peggy dap.

“Pi thdi ndo, nhanh ndo,” Nancy bdo. “C6 1dm chuyén can néi da’y, bon
minh c6 th€ vira néi vira nhap tra cling dwoc.”

Nha Chim En va Amazon di doc men theo 1867 mon dén d&n trai. Chd
y€u la nha Amazon n6i huyén thuyén.

“Chuyén thit ra 1a,” thuyén tredng Nancy mé 1o, “bon nay dwoe phép
dén cim trai trén dao nay vai ngay, bat dau tir ngdy mét...”

“Gio nghia la ngay mai,” Peggy xen vao.

“T61 qua me m¢ tiéc tai nha, ma cac ciu bi€t dd’y, h6m nay s€ c6 nguoi
dén nha, nhirng ngwoi ma bon nay phai an mac chinh té chao dén ay. Nén
cach duy nhat la bon minh phai gay chi€n vao tdi qua. Bon minh cheamg the’
nao danh ddm gi nhau khi dang sdng trong cting khu trai dwoe. Con truedc
dé thi gié mdy dau c6 cho phép bon nay gay chi€n dau. Cho nén phai la tdi
qua khong thoi thi chfmg bao gio’ cd. Va roi nhd thuyén vién ha bon nay.
Thua tdm phuc khau phuc.”

“Bon t& no ra tranh cai khi th’y thuyén Amazon bi€n mat,” Peggy xen
vao, “thuyén tredng Nancy thi twdng thuyén tréi di dau mat chw, roi t&
bao thuyén dau thé nao dat ngwoc gié dwoc...”



“Peggy coi chirng nha,” thuyén tredng Nancy ham he.

“Qi dao,” Peggy ddp. “Chj biét chi da néi gi ma. Nhwng théi, phai dén
khi troi hitng sdng bon té m&i biet thuyén xay ra chuyén gi. It ra thi thoat
dau bon t& khong biét ddu, ngay ca khi nhin thd’y thuyén cling khong biét.
Cho dén khi thuyén vién Titty dirng 1én ha co cia bon t& xudng.”

“Um,” thuyén trrdng Nancy ti€p, “ké& hoach ctia cdc ciu hay that day.
Bat ctr ai ciing c6 the bi cdi ké hoach &y ha guc. Khi bon t& nhin thdy cac
cau no1 nha thuyén...”

“Céc cdu da ¢ dau?” thuyeén treang John hoi.

“Gitra dam siy noi ctra song chir dau.”

“Té ch?ing hé nghi dén chd d6,” thuyén triedng John noi.

“Khi thay céc ciu di ngwroe 18n dau sdng roi thi t& chic mam ta't ca bon
cdu déu dang trén thuyén. T bi€t cdc ciu sé chéng tim dwore gi trén day
dau, nén to nghi bon t& s€ ¢ da thoi gian di qua ddo Meo Hoang triedre khi
troi qud t67. TG twdng cdc ciu s& quay vé da’y ngay chit. Nhung t& chang
thé nao ngo’ chuyén cac ciu d€'lai quan trén bo va cac cau di ngwgc 1én dau
song chi 1a @€ lira bon t& tw chui vao biy thoi. Qua 1a mot k& hoach tai
tinh.”

“Nhung that ra dd'y ciing khong hin 1a k& hoach gi dau,” thuyeén tredng
John néi. “It nhit 1a t& chwa ting tinh d&n mic ddy. Nhung cdc cdu tinh
lam gi vay?”

“E nhung du sao ciing ¢6 tic dung ma,” thuyén tredng Nancy bao. “K&
hoach cia bon t& rd't 1a don gian. Bon t& s€ chay dén ddo Méo Hoang.
Thuyén phé cua t& sé d€ to lai bor ddy roi cho thuyén di ti€p dén cho &
vinh k& bén. R6i t& s€ an thén, r'oi khi cac cau quay lai di vé trai, t& sé
chi¢m 14y Chim En ma di ra tim Peggy cling thuyén con lai trong hai
doan.”

“Th& da xay ra chuyén gi?” Susan hdi.

“Phai t6n nhiéu thoi gian di ra diy hon 1a t& twedng. Trovi t6i qua nhanh,
bon t& chat vat 1dm mé&i cho thuyén di qua cdc ddo. Va roi khi trong tha'y
den bao cua cac cau...”

“Ngon héi dang chir,” Titty chinh.

“Thi bon t& twdng cic ciu da quay veé tredc. R6i bon t& trong thay
ngon dén di chuyén trén dao.”



“La anh den pin ctia em thoi,” Titty noi.

“Thé& 14 bon t& quyét dinh cho thuyén di ti€p r6i naim cho dau d6 dén
khi troi rang. R'i bon t& trong tha’y hai danh dén, ngay 14p tirc t& doédn ra
da’y 1a dén hiéu. Vay nén t& chéo vao d€ ndi cho cdc cdu bi€t chuyén ngay
mai. R'i bon t& di 1én trai ma khong th&y ai. Bon t¢ kéu gao chdc lat, roi
quay trd xuéng bén, thi chang thd'y Amazon dau. Titty da hoan thanh nhi€m
vu that tai tinh.”

“Sau da’y cac cau lam gi?”” Susan hai.

“Cai nhau mot chd'c,” Nancy dép.

“Mot chdc 4,” Peggy nhai. “Cai long trovi 16 dat thi ¢6.”

“R6i bon t& tim thdy banh ga td tron hat nén da an hét. Hy vong ciu
khong phién long.”

“Khong hé dau,” Susan dap. “Ho6m nay s€ cé thém 0 khac ma.

“Em an sach s6 c0 la cia ma’y chi trén thuyén Amazon r'o6i,” Titty bao.

“Em xtrng dang ma,” thuyén tredng Nancy hao phéng noéi.

Ca bon di dén trai. Lira dang boc cao ngon va hoi nwde pha ra tw &m
nworc.

“T¢& pha tra nhé?” Peggy Blackett hoi.

“Duwng lai ngay, Peggy,” thuyén tredng Nancy ra 1énh. “Chiing ta da bai
tran. Thuyén tredng John la d6 d6c. Thwa thuyén tredng John, ciu nghi
thuyén pho cta cdu s€ cho bon t& uéng tra chr?”

“Nay thuyén phd,” thuyén tredng John Ién ti€ng, “modt tuan tra s€ giup
ching ta khoe ra da’y.”

“Nhung khoéng cé stra a,” Susan bdo, “ma gio' con sdm qua chwa qua
nong trai dugce.”

“Vo&i lai cling khong ¢6 thei gian ma di dau,” thuyén tredng Nancy néi
thém. “Thoi minh uéng tra khong swa di.”

“Ta goi ddy l1a rworu néng vay,” Titty bao.

Thé 1a reou néng dwore c\ion ra trong ma’y chi€c coc twong. Khong mot
loai tra stra nao ngon sanh bang thtr tra khong stra trén ddo Méo Hoang khi
anh binh minh d4u tién 16 ra tor dinh may ngon d'6i doi dién ca. Nhung tra
néng qua chwng con nha Amazon thi dang cap rap phai ra vé nén Peggy



dwore phai di xudng bai thuyén d€ mang 1én mot chai nwéc lanh dung lam
ngudi reg'u nong.

“Thé chién tranh két thdc r6i ch?” Nancy hoi. “Nén vy di thoi, néu
ngay mai bon t& dé€n day.”

“Pung vay. Hoa binh théi,” thuyén tredng John bao.

“Vay thi chay di ha co tring xudng di cho r6i,” Nancy ra lénh, thé 13
Peggy dat cdc reou néng xudng dat, di I1én tram quan sat d€ ha tAm chan
trén cay hai ddng xudng.

“Mat troi da 1én cao roi d&y,” Peggy bdo khi quay lai. “Bon minh phai
di ngay khong s€ chang bao gio’ vé kip gio’ dau.”

“Vay di nao,” Nancy néi. “Va ngay mai bon t& s€ dong thuyén s¢'m hét
murc, s€ mang theo Téu bat, roi ching ta s€ tdn cong thuyén tredng Flint.”

/“I/Ji cha,” Susan th6t 1€n, “bon nay suyt chit quén khoéng chuyén loi
nhdn cho cac cau roéi1.”

“Loi nhéan gi the?”

“Tw bon moi &Yy rr,lé,” Titty bao. “Bon em di vao rung, gap ho, roi ho
cho bon em xem con ran.”

“Cdac cau da gip cha con 6ng Billy, mdy nguoi tho d6t than cha gi,”
Nancy noi.

v

“U, ho 561 ng trong tip Téu chép aYy,” Titty dap.

“Bon ho nho chiing t& chuyén 1o nhin cho cdc ciu,” Susan bdo. “Bon
t& phai nhin cdc ciu di bdo v&i 6ng AYy...”

“Ai co’?” thuyén tredng Nancy hoi.

“Thuyén tredng Flint ay,” Titty dap.

. “Cai ong Billy gia, hay Billy tré gi ddYy, t& quén mat la dng nao, bao

ring Ong 4’y phai khéa ki lwdng cira nha beé mdi khi di khéi.”

“Nhwng tai sao co'?” Nancy héi.

“Vibon nay 47" Peggy ti€p.

“Khong,” Susan dédp. “Vi c6 may chuyén 6ng 2y nghe dwoc gitra nhirng
ngwoi thd dan voi nhau.”

Nay gio John khong néi gi. Gio' thi cdu 1én ti€ng. “Bon to khong the
chuyen loi cho cac cdu dwoce, vi may hém nay troii khdng c6 gid, nén t&
chang biét phai xt tri v&i cdi 10i nhin 4y nhw thé ndo. T& da thir chuyén



loi dén 6ng ta, nhwng 6ng khong chiu nghe. N&u 1a cac ciu thi cac cdu ¢6
noi lai v&i 6ng ta khong?”

“Nhung néu 0ng ta khéa hét nha beé thi bon t& sé khong the nao ap 1én
18y m&’y cong 16ng chim xanh lam mdii tén cho bon t& dwoc,” Peggy bao.

“Néu 6ng ta khong khoa thi bi€t dau nha be bi ké khac t&n cong mat,”
Nancy néi. “Bon minh khong dwgc d€ dam thd dan qua’y pha nha be.”

Ca bon gio dang ba chan bdn cgng di xuéng cang. Van dé dwoc tranh
luan tor moi khia canh. Cudi cung dwgc Nancy phén xtr.

“Bon t& s€ ndi lai v&i 6ng ta,” con bé bao. “DE 6ng ta cai 6 khda vao.
Cai cd muwoi 6 cling dwgre. Bon minh s€ 18y xa beng nay bay hét. Bon to sé
néi ngay cho Ong ta hay day, trén dwong di v€ nha ay.”

“Nhung khéng dwoe dau,” John bdo. “Ong ta di dau ma't roi.”

“Pi dau r'oi 4?7 Nancy vura hdi viea day thuyén Amazon ra xa bor.

“T¢ nhin thdy 6ng ta di. Mang theo con vet.”

“A, vay thi 6ng quay vé r'oi,” Nancy néi. “Td1 qua trén dwong ra day
bon t& nhin thd'y dnh dén trén nha bé ma. May ctra sO trén khoang déu bat
den sdng choang.”

“Gio minh dau th€ bdo cho ong biét dwoe dau,” Peggy bao.

“Sao khong hir?” Nancy van lai.

“Vi ldc nay minh dang & nha, dang nga ma,” Peggy dap.

“Thoi chét roi, ding vay that,” thuyén tredng Nancy thot 1én. “T¢
quén béng di mat. bi thoi. Chao nhé, do6 doc.”

Nhanh that nhanh, hai hdi tdic Amazon ché¢o dwa thuyén ra khdi cang roi
dong budm 1én. Khong con thdi gian ma phi pham nita. Anh néng da gan
cham mép nuwée bén bo kia ctia h'd roi. Anh em Chim En quay lai trai. V&
dén noi ca bon nghe tha’y ti€ng hd ngoai h'o, the”1a John va Titty chay bay
lén tram quan sat. Thuyén Amazon dang chay qua, chay ra't nhanh trong lan
gi6 s’m ban mai, budm cang ph'ong qua man phéi. Trén dinh cdt budm
chinh 14 co hai tic lai dang phap phdi. Peggy dang gitr diy cang co. Thot
nhién 14 co’ ri xudng, roi dwoc kéo xudng lung chung c6t budm. R6i lai
cang 1én, lai phap phai trén ¢t budm chinh nhw ldc nay.

“Hoan ho chiic mirng phe Chim En,” Nancy va Peggy la to tir ngoai h'd.



“Hoan h6 chao mung phe Amazon,” Titty va John gao 1én dap tra.
Roger chay 1én vwra kip ldc d€ gao, “Hoan h6.” Susan dang ban chia mén ra
hai Téu. Ngay sau di’y co bé chay 1én cling ma’y dta con lai khi chiing van
con doi theo 14 co tring be bé mdi liic mdt nhd dan xa dan.

“Roger,” Susan bdo, “em hét phién gac roéi. Pi ngi ngay.”

“Nhung gior da 1a ngay mai roi ma,” Roger cai.

“Khong can bi€t, cé la ngay kia ngay kia gi cling vay,” Susan bao.
“Buoc!”

S —— ———
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Xa hoi

"6m da’y cling phai mét gio chiéu thi John véi Roger méi chéo thuyén
qua ndng trai nha Dixon 187y stra va thém tritng v&i bo. Trede d6 dén bay
gior, khi troi dd sdng banh mét, Susan mé&i lua cd bon di ngd. Khong mot
loai dong h'6 bao thirc nao c¢6 th€ lay dwoc bon ching ddy, ma trén dao
Meo Hoang chuing cling cheamg c6 dong h'd bao thirc. Cudi cung ca khu trai
bi deng ddy 12 do Roger, thing bé thitc gid’c, sau gio> ngo mot ti, vi rudt gan
cOn cao doi dn sang.

“Phai d&€n khi minh 187y stra V& em m¢&i dwoe dn sang,” Susan bao, cd bé
thirc gid’c vi thing nhd dang lay lay minh r6i néi, “Em mudn in.” Cd bé da
cho n6 cai banh quy, nhwng banh quy thi chealng cam cy duorce 1au.

Titty choang tinh khi Roger da quay ra ngoai. Con bé dot nhién ng'6i bat
day, nghi ring minh nghe thaYy ti€ng ct rdc, ¢t twrdng minh van dang ng'6i
canh gic canh dong Itra trai. Nhwng khi thdy ra minh dang ¢ trong [€u cling
Susan, mit troi néng chdy dang chi€u qua 1&p twong vai bat mau tring, thi
con bé lai ndm xudng suy nghi vah vo' vé chudi nhitng sy kién cta chuyén
phi€u lwu td1 qua.

Roger quay tr¢ vao Iéu thuyén tredng. Hai chan thuyén tredng dang
tho ra dudi 1&p chin mot cdch méi goi. Hai tay Roger nim 14y mdt chan,
ndm ludn ca chin, ma kéo that manh. Cdi chan bdng gidng lai, ro6i John
thirc gid'c.

“Chi Susan bao 13, ‘Di 18y stra di’,” Roger noi.

“Chj c6 bao th€& dau. Chi bao bon minh khong c6 stra thi khong the an
di€m tdm co ma,” Susan tw Téu bén canh ndi v&i sang.

John ngép dai. “Vay di th6i. Khan ctia minh dau &y nhi?”

“P& sau hng boi anh oi,” Roger néi. “Em rdng hét rudt roi nay.”



John lin sang bén nhin phong vii bi€u, dit ndm bén hdp do khi 4p trén
h6p thi€c & cudi léu. Vira nhin ra dwgc may gior thi ciu tung chan sang bén
ma bat ngay day.

“Pi nao,” cau bao. “Bon minh di 18y stra ngay.”

“Mang gid theo dyng trieng nhé,” Susan goi.

Thuyén tredng va thing bé bdi tau di xudng cang, ddy Chim En khdi
bo, roi chéo dwa thuyén di. Gié van thdi xudi chiéu, thé 1a hai anh em
quyét dinh ring dong bu'dm Ién s& nhanh hon 1a cheo.

“Bon minh s€ lam gi v&i thuyén d€ ra vé 1a thuyén treo co’ ha anh?”
thdng bé b6i tau hoi.

“Lam gi cht, ch?ing can lam gi ca,” thuyén tredng dap.

“Thé thuyén treo co’ 1a gi a?”

“La thuyén chinh trong hai ham.”

“Nhung sao lai 1a co’?”

“B&i vi vi tong tw 1énh hai quan, hay con goi 1a d6 doc (1a anh n¢), s€
treo co’ ciia minh trén con tau &y.”

“Nhung anh dau c¢6 cor dau, chi cé co’ Titty lam thoi.”

“f)’m, cor d6 qua tdt r'oi,” thuyén tredng dap. “Khac véi co clia may
dira kia. Quan trong 1a & chd d6.”

Hai anh em cép bo, vdi vang chay qua d6ng cam theo binh stra.

“Sang nay céu 18y stra hoi qua mudn nhi,” bac Dixon vira néi vira ky co
san nha 14t d4 phién clia khu vue vét sira. “Chao budi sang, o khong, trura
roi co' ma. Bdc vira bdo dng nha rang bdc nghi 6ng 4y nén chay xudng xem
may cd miy cdu c6 sao khong, hay né€u dwoc thi di doc dwong dén trai
Holly Howe xem ma’y ¢6 cdu c6 phai v€ nha réi khong.”

Oi m&y nguwdi thd dan! Thén thién thit dd'y, nhung ciing chéng th€ nao
ngo duoc bon ho ¢6 thé giy ra phién todi gi nira. Cling vi cdi ¥ nghi 8y ma
John voi vang bat ddy ngay khi nhin ra gio gid’c da'y th6i. N&u bac Dixon di
sang Holly Howe de hdi xem da xay ra chuyén gi, c6 can dé€n stra ntra hay
khong, thi chéic hin me s€ nghi la ¢6 chuyén gi d6 khong on. Ma c6 chuyén
gi khong on dau. Moi chuyén déu on ta't. John thtra bi€t me van ghé qua
nong trai Dixon thwdng xuyén d€ gitt lién lac véi anh em Chim En. Me biét
hai bac Dixon s€ thong bao cho me biét ngay néu khong cé dira nao tir dao



mang can stra sang. Tho dan la vay da’y, c¢6 ich thi cling c6 ich that, nhung
doi khi ciing phién 1dm cor. Ho khi ndo ciing sit canh bén nhau, mdt mang
ledi budn chuyén va do tham khdng 10, cdc nha tham hi€m 14n hai tic khé
1ong ma lot qua nhitng mét lwdi 4y dworc.

“L& ra bdc ty di tim hi€u ro6i da’y, néu khong phai ban td7 mét t6i mii
thé nay,” bac Dixon bao.

“Vang,” John tham nghi, “may la thd dan c6 nhiéu viéc phai lam qua.”

“Thé& ¢ cdu ¢6 chuyén gi?” bac Dixon vwra ling xdng rét stra tr mot céi
bét 1o'n ra vira hdi. “Ngu say tit khong con mudn dung di€m tam hay sao?”

“Chau mudn chir a,” Roger dap.

“Bon chau ngd nwdng a,” John dap. “Bon chau di ngdh mudn qua.”

“Qua thé& that,” bac Dixon bao. “Lic di ngu hai bac nhin thd'y ngon dén
¢ cau thip trén ddo, ma lic d6 ciling 12 mwoi gior t81 roi, vi hai bac cling
khong di ngli sé'm stia gi cho 1dm.”

“Bon chdu ngt con mudn hon th& nita cor,” Roger néi, va chic 1a sip
stra k&€ chuyén bon ching chi€m dwoe thuyén Amazon th€ nao roi mai dén
hirng Péng m&i di ngd ra sao, nhung chot thing bé nhé ra, vira kip lic,
ring bac Dixon 14 thd dan.

“Tha mudn con hon khéng cdu a,” bac Dixon bdo. “Stra day nay. V&i
lai bac c6 chuc trirng bd vao cai gid kia, v&i cd mdt & banh mi va banh mi
ngot, va & banh ga t6 trdn hat to Holly Howe guri sang t6i qua nira. Hy vong
cd Susan v&i ¢6 Titty déu khoe ca.”

“Co Susan voi ¢6 Titty!” cor d@y. Bac Dixon nay qua la bié€t cach chinh
x4c nha't d& dién ta ho ngin cdch siu dé&n thé& nao hién hiru gitra cudc song
ctia thd dan va doi thie bang cich goi thuyén phé v&i thuyén vién nhw the',

“Khde nhw vam &y a, chdu cam on bac,” thuyén treong dap.

“O béanh hat s& bd vao trong gié bén trén s§ trieng kia,” bac Dixon bio.
“Banh nhe thoi, nén khéng lam vo trieng dau. Nhung cdc ciu dat banh mi
v&i banh ngot vao dau day thi bac cling khong chéc nira.”

“Chadu s€ xach tay cho a,” Roger noi.

Hai anh em di qua dong mang theo trdi tim cfia ké vira m&i vegt qua
dwore tinh thé” hiém ngheéo. Thuyén tredng mot tay xach binh stra, tay kia
xach gio. Roger cdp hai tay hai 6 banh mi. Ching c6 th€ nhin tha’y khéi boc



1én tir Itka trai trén ddo, va khi hai d¥a chéo qua r'6i kéo thuyén Chim En 1én
bai thi Susan da dun s6i &m nwdc, pha tra, chi con cho stra v&i trieng nira
thoi.

Btra di€m tam la bwra an im lang, déi ngdu, cho dén khi né bi€n ludn
thanh btra an truwa.

“Thoi bon minh dn ti€p ludn cho ro6i,” Susan bdo, may dia con lai
dong y, du ching da an hét trieng r'oi an ti€p sang banh mi véi mirt. John
m¢& hdp bo kho ra.

“Sao thd dan khong bao gio' an bod kho sau khi dn banh mi v&i mirt
nhi?” Roger thic mic. “Ngon 1im co' ma. Cho em phé&t mirt /én bo kho
nhé?”

“Khong dugre,” Susan dap.

“Sao th&¢"a?” Roger hai.

“Em s€ phat 6m cho xem, nhw h'6i sinh nhit em vwa r'oi 8y.”

Roger ngdm nghi mot 14t. “Em khong nghi 12 thé” dau,” thing bé bio.

“A, nhwng em vin khéng dwoc thi,” Susan néi.

Ngay hom ddy Susan mang tdm trang ra't chi la tho dan, theo nhw
thuyén vién Titty quan sat. C6 1€ may chuyén phi€u lwu t61 qua da de ndng
1én lwong tAm cda Susan hon la cia ma’y dia kia. C6 1€ chj &y cén dwoc
ngt. TAm trang ctia Susan bi€u 16 qua viéc khong cho Titty va Roger di tim
sau khi ching dung hét di€m tdm kiém bra dn trra gom nho khd, tring,
banh mi v&i mirt, binh mi v&i bo khd, banh mi ngot voi mirt, chudi moi bé
(bon Amazon mdi dira #n hét cd hai trdi, nén nguyén ndi van con rat
nhiéu), banh ga t6 tr6n hat va tra. Vi lai chén bat phéai dwge rira ngay sau
day theo mot cung cach rat 1a thd dan. R'6i rira xong lai phai dom niit do.

“Em 1am sao ma ddt hét dwoc ting Ay nit, that chi nghi ching ra,”
Susan bao Roger.

“A, tai vi chj bdt em mic mdi mén hai cdi ma,” Roger dap, “ma c6 mot
mon mac hai cdi bi chat qua.”

Lic ban sang qua 1a khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian tro chuyén khi ma thuyén
tredng, thuyén phé va thing bé boi tau di vé dao roi thay thuyén vién
cung chi€n lgi pham neo bén dao Chim C&c con bon Amazon bi ket trén
ddo Meo Hoang dang gd’p rit mudn vé nha. Va bay gio, ta't nhién l1a Titty
mudn nghe k& tAt fan tit vé dong song Amazon, con Roger thi c¢6 1im



chuyén mudn néi vé h'd nwdc ddy &p bach tudc néd thanh hoa khi bi cham
vao ay. R6i con bé phai nghe hé€t dau dudi cau chuyén vé chuyén dong
budm nguy hi€m di xuo6i h'6 trong d€m t6i nhw bwng, roi ca bon suyt chut
thi d&m thuyén & ngoai ving vinh Rio nhw thé ndo, va nim d&y cho dén
rang Pong ra sao. Va roi John cing mudn nghe toan by cau chuyén vé
phién gic trén dao cung cdch ma thuyén vién da chi€m dwoe thuyén cta ké
thi. Va Titty k€ vé con chim hét nwdc, vE vu bon Amazon ti€n vao, roi nd
ngl gt r'oi bi mot con ci thit danh thirc ddy ma lai nhdm day la tin hi€u
ctia nhém Chim En. R6i né k€& vé viéc né 1am Robinson Crusoe th& nio,
tim ra mdt con thuyén la trén bén neo thuyén va dwoc Thir Sau ghé tham.
K& d&n Thtt Sau thi né méi nhé ra minh c6 tin nhin can chuyén cho John.

“O diing r'6i,” né kéu 1én. “Em c6 htra néi lai véi anh. Me dén day 1a d&
gdp anh, chitr khong phai em dau. Vé chuyén thuyén tredng Flint dit dan
qua 2y. Me mudn bi€t la anh c6 mudn me vi€t thue cho c6 Blackett yéu cau
cd Ay néi cho thuyén tredng Flint biét ring anh khong phai k& néi ldo,
khong hé, va ring anh chwa khi ndo dong dé&n thuyén ctia hdn khong.”

“Vay em n6i gi?” John vi hoi lai.

“Em bdao em khong biét dau. Em bao s€ hdi lai anh.” John bat diy di
vao [éu xem phong vil bi€u.

“Anh sé vé Holly Howe néi chuyén véi me ddy,” cau bao khi quay tré
ra.

“N6i chuyén ki€u tho dan a?” Titty hoi.

“U,” John ddp. “Anh phai néi v&i me 1a khong nén viét thw gi ca.”

“Cho em di nira nhé?” Roger hdi.

“Em & lai day,” Titty bdo. “Anh &y di n6i chuyén ki€u tho’ dan ma. Em
chi t6' lam vwedng tay viedng chan thdi. V&i lai chi ¢6 k& hoach cho tui minh
nay.”

“Ké& hoach gi co?”

“Ké& hoach tuy€t con cii me¢o nhé.”

“Veé gi méi duoc?”

“Kho bdu,” Titty dap. “Di nao, di tién thuyén tredng thdi. Ri bon
minh s& di d&n mot chd bi mat trong khi thuyén phd tiép tuc dom niit cho
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Thuyén tredng John cho thuyén thfmg ngroc h'd vé ndng trai Holly
Howe. Chuyén nay that khong hay ho gi, bi ga thuyén tredng Flint nghi
ngo khong phai 161 &y, nhwng dong thoi cdu khong the€ d€ cho me viét thu
cho cd Blackett vé chuyén 4y dwoc. Nhw thé ¢ the mang ric rdi dén cho
hai dira Amazon. Cau thd'y me dang vi€t thw trong viron nong trai Holly
Howe.

“Me o1, me, me khong viét thw cho cd Blackett da'y chir a?”

“Khong con,” me dap. “Me sé khong viét dau trir phi con mudn me
vi€t. Py 1a 1y do hdm qua me chéo sang ddo da’y. T61 qua cac con quay veé
lic may gio thé? Sau khi me chia tay Titty, me v&i vd em cir mai ding
ngoai nha thuyén cho’ cac con, nghi 1a s€ chan bon con lai trén dwong bon
con quay vé de hdi vé chuyén viét thw.”

John hoi bat ngor. Pau 6¢ mai nghi vé thuyén tredng Flint, cdu da quén
béng mot s& chuyén.

“Mai dén sdng bon con m&i V€ me a,” cau dap.

“Vay la hai dira nha Blackett budc con & lai qua dém a,” me bao. “Toi
Titty qua!”

“Titty khong t6i gi dau a,” John bao. “Titty hon hin bon con &y chi.
Con bé mot tay chi€m dwoc thuyén Amazon day.”

“Nhwng né€u thé  thi hai dira nha Blackett & dau?”

“Ching & trén dao M¢o Hoang a.”

“Nhung cac con thi & dau?”

“Bon con ngwoc song Amazon, 1a chd hai dira kia &, me biét da'y, roi
troi t01 qud nén bon con phai dirng chan trén ving dao cho dén khi ¢6 da
anh sang d€ thad'y duvong.”

“Con khong nghi lam th€” cling gan nhw 10 ngd'c roi sao?”

“C6 chir a,” John dap, “ddng 1a th& that. Nhwng me thdy ddy, dang 1a
chién tranh va day l1a co hoi duy nha't ciia bon con ma. Va con hira 1a bon
con s& khong bao gio 1am vy nira. Y con 12 qua dém bén ngoai 4'y. Khong
can th& nira dAu a. Ngay mai hai dira hai tic Amazon s& sang cim trai v&i
bon con. Cudc chién gitra bon con chdm ditt roéi me 4. Bon con di thing. It



ra la Titty da thang V0’1 lai t67 qua Roger miic mdi thit hai céi va ngu trén
thuyén Chim En. Chang ai bj cam lanh hay sao hét. Nhung me nay.”

“Gi con?”

“Toan bd chuyén nay la bi mat chét mang theo gitra con v&i me day
nhé. Y con 13 me dirng néi chuyén nay cho bat cit ai biét ca.” C4u swc nhé
ra hai dra Amazon da tro'n khéi giwong d€ tdn cong vao ban dém.

“Puge roi,” me dap. “Cod Blackett ¢c6 vé hi€u ra't ro hai ¢6 nang nha
minh 1a nhw th€" nao roéi. Me s€ khong n6i cho ¢6 &y dau. Nhung du sao me
cling mung l1a chuyén nay da cha'm dat. Khong bao gior dwgrc mang thuyén
di dau vao ban dém nitra day. Hira ch?”

“Con htra a.”

“Con bi€t 1a bon con con c6 ba ngay nwra théi. Cudi tuan nay cd nha
minh quay vé. Néu hai ba dra trong bon con ma chét dudi thi dang ti€c
1am day.”

“Chi ba ngay ntra thoi w,” John lap lai.

“Thoi tiét s& chidng dwoe mai nhw the ndy nira ddu, ngd nao khi troi
x&u di thi bon con cling phai roi ddo thdi. Khu trai toan chudt chét tr6i thi
chaalng vui vé gi cho ai ca. Me ting thit r'6i. Bon con tin hwdng cho hét ba
ngay di nhé. Nidm t&i minh s& d&n nira. C6 chic 1a con khong mudn me viét
thw néi vEé viéc con chwa hé dong dén nha be da’y chi?”

“Chéc chin a.”

“T6t roi. Vao nha tham bé Vicky v&i udng chit tra nao.’

Vira nhin theo cdnh budm nau ctia Chim En khua't dang sau tram quan
st tai mili cec Béc ciia ddo, thuyén vién Titty cling thing bé boi tau da roi
khoi bai cap bén ma di sang cang.

“PAy 6 1a chd bi mat gi dau,” bdi thu bao.

“Chd nao cling 1a bi mat hét n€u khong c6 ké nao khac & daYy,” Titty
dap. “V&i lai, bon minh s€ leo 1én tang da cta chi, noi chi trong thdy con
chim guc gic dau r'oi bay lan xuéng nwéc ay.”

“Con chim con d6 khong?”



“Khong bi€t ntra. C6 the.”

“Vay thi con gi 1a bi mat.”

“Con chtr. Chim khong tinh nhé. Trén ca ddo nay khong c6 ai ngoai bon
minh va thuyén phé, ma chi &y lai dang ng'6i dom nit. Chi &y phai dom
bao nhi€u nut nwra vay?”

“Vai td,” boi tau ddp. “MOdi Ong tay 4o mot nit nay, roi 1a toan bod nit
do trede ngye bi diet khi em ¢ 16t hai 4o ra cuing lic.”

“Thé thi chic 12 1au 14m,” thuyén vién bdo. “Noi nay ciing bi mat 1dm
chwr. Bi thoi. Cdi giay cdi vora di.”

Hai dira 16t giay c&i vo bo lai bén bo. R6i chiing 16i qua viing nuwoc
nong sang tang da I&n bén canh céng, leo 1én ddy r6i yén vi trén dinh,
thong chan dung dwa dwdi anh mit troi va dea méit nhin ra mét b6 1in tin
song.

“Al ai cling ¢6 the nhin thd'y bon minh & day,” b6i tau noi.

“Nhwng khong ai nghe thd’y minh hét,” thuy€n vién bao.

“Ké& hoach la gi nao?”

“Kho bau,” thuyén vién dap. “Nhwng ma chi khong th€ néi em bi€t cho
dén chirng nao em hira di theo, mdi em voi chi...”

“Khong ai khac hét 477

“Khong ai khac.”

“Ca Susan ciling khong a?”

“Khong ai cd. Bon minh s€ di sang mot hon ddo hoang, hoang that
hoang, khong phai dao nay, roi & d6 bon minh sé dao tim chau bau do bon
hai tic chén. Mai that 1au bon minh s€ khong tim dwoc gi. Chang ai tim
dwoc bao gio. Nhung r'oi, cudi cung thi, mot ti€ng dong vang 1€n dudi ludi
mai cta ching ta roi hang nghin nghin dong tién vang s€ lin x0a ra trén
cat.”

“Nhwng ddo d6 la & dau co’?”

“Em chua htra s€ di theo ma. Chi may ngwoi sian ling kho bau néi cho
nhau nghe tho6i. N€u chi néi cho em bi€t, em lai di ma ti€t 10 cho mot tén
hai tac hay ai d6 thi sao.”

“Em khong n6i dau.”

“H4, vay em di theo chx?”



“Puore roi,” boi tau dap.

“Em th€ di. Ping ra minh phai c6 mi€ng gid’y, em phdi 18y mau cua
minh d€ déng dau co. Em chich ngén tay minh dwgc khong?”

“Khong,” Roger dép.

“Thoi vy em htra s€ di cling ch?”

“Hua.”

“Vay thi nghiéng qua phia nay coi. Cui xudng cho dé€n khi nhin thady
canh cay kia kia, hon déo ay daYy.”

“Nhung d6 1a ddo Chim Cdc ma.”

“Ciing la ddo Chau Bau nwra.”

“Sao chi biet?”

“Td1 qua chi nghe thdy bon hai tdc chon chau bau tai ddy khi chi dang
& trén thuyén Amazon.”

“Hai tac that &y ha?”

“Tat nhién r'oi, thi thiét ma. Chdng ving tuc lubn m6m ay.”

“Chau bau that ch?”

“Pwong nhién, chau bau that. Chi nghe thdy bon chung than né néng
1&m.”

“N€u n6 nang dén the” thi bon minh mang vé lam sao?”

“Tung ti twng ti thoi. Trong ddy c¢6 vang thdi. R'6i con cad dong dong
vang du thir ntra. R'6i dd quy nay. Kim cwong nay. Bon minh s€ mang di
mdi [An mot it.”

Thang bé boi thu ling nghe khi thuyén vién k& cho né nghe moi diéu
con nhd bigt vé nhitng hon ddo chau bau. Con bé biét 1dm chuyén. N6 k&
cho b0i tau nghe chuyén hai tic danh cwdp hét tau nay dén tau kia roi 187y
hé&t chau bdu di nhw the¢ nao, r'oi bit thity tha doan nhay khdi tau roi xudng
bién 1am m'6i cho cd map, r'di 14 hai tic danh dim tau chién loi phdm ra sao
d& roi lai di cudp ti€p tau khic, roi lai cudp sach roi danh ddm theo cling
ki€u. Con bé k& c}~10 b0i tau nghe, khi tau hai tac chit cieng chau bau dén
noi chang con chd ma nhdy nhét trén boong nira con dam hai tic cling
khong cach nao chui dwgrc xudng khoang khi ching mudn di ngu, thi ching
cho tau d&n hon ddo nao d6 ma chdon déng chau bau vao noi an toan. Con
bé k& chuyén bon ching l1am ban d'0 ra sao d€’ c6 th€’ d&€n tim lai chau bau



khi ching da chan nghé cwdp bi€n va mudn giai nghé vé s6ng trong can
nha bén bo bién, noi ching ¢6 theé ngay ngay cdm 6ng nhom nhin ra bién
ca nghi v€& nhtrng chuyén xadu xa ma ching da lam. (“Hay la s6ng trén nha
be¢, nhw thuyén tredng Flint vay,” Roger bao.) N6 ke vé chuyén dam hai tac
ludn ludn, hodac gan nhw la ludn ludn, Iam mat ban d6 nhw thé nao, may
tay san chau bau (“La chi v&i em &y”) thi thoang tim dwgc chau bau thay vi
d4m hai tic ra sao. N6 k& 1am sao ma c¢6 lic hai tic lai ddnh da'm 14n nhau
cho dén khi chaalng tén ndo song sét, the’ 1a khong ai biét chau bau nim &
dau. (“Nhwng bon minh thi bi€t, vi chi nghe thdy ching cat & dd'y ma.”)
Con bé con dang mai mi€t k€ thi hai dira nghe thd’y Susan tw trai goi ra, nén
ching 16i lai vao ddo, mang giay mang v& vao ma chay vé trai uéng tra.

Sau bira tra day tinh thd dan, chic 1a do Susan vin dang khong ma’y hai
long vé viéc d€ cho ca bon thirc khuya dén tan sing, hai dra vira don dep
xong thi thuyén tredng John V€.

Cau dau tién cta cau la, “Anh da k€ cho me nghe vé viéc bon minh ra
ngoai cd d&m hom qua d&€n hém nay méi quay veé trai.”

“Me c6 gian 1dm khdng anh?” Susan hdi.

“Anh nghi 1a trong bung me cling kha gian. Nhung me gid'u, gio’ thi moi
chuyén On r'6i. C6 diéu anh da hira sé khong tai pham nira.”

Sau da’y, Susan vui vé hin 1én va tré lai giong nhe mdt vi thuyén pho
hon 1a mot nguoi the dan.

“Piéu té nhat 1a,” John ndi, “me bao ching ta chi con ba ngay ntra thoi,
du thoti tiét van con dep di nira.”

“Ba ngay bon minh cling c6 th€ lam dwgc nhi€u chuyén ma,” Susan
bao.

“C6 mot viéc can phai lam ngay bay gio,” John ndi. “P&’y 1a vé ra ban
d6 cda ching ta. Ngay mai bon Amazon sé t&i day, ching dit tén cho moi
chd roi. Chiing ta phai 1am cho dwgc ban d6 cta ching ta trong hdm nay.
A1 giup anh nao?”



Ptra nao ciing mudn gidp. Vai phit sau thuyén tredng John di nim
mop trén da't cing quyén sach hwedng din c6 ban @0 trai ra tredc mit. Ma'y
dira kia ng6i bét quanh, theo doi ciu vé lai dwong vién ngoai cia h'é vao
hai trang gid’y tap that to von dwore mang theo lam so ghi chép hai trinh.

“That ra trong nay khdng da chd d€ v& cho chinh x4c 1dm dau,” ciu bdo,
“nhung day chi la ban @6 phac thao thoéi, khi nao vé d€n nha bon minh sé
ve that chinh xac vao.”

“V€& mot tA'm that to ay,” Roger ndi, “nhu 1a ban d6 Bi€n Dong cua bd
ay.”

“R'6i bon minh s€ treo 1én twong trong 16p d€ cho moi ngwoi biét minh
da twng dén dau,” Susan hoa vao.

“Vo&i lai @€ 1én k& hoach cho nhiéu cudc tham hi€m khéac ntra,” dén
phién Titty.

“Thé& ban d6 c6 mau khdng?” Roger hoi.

“Mau d¢ th€ hién chd 4nh dén. Bon minh s€ t6 mot d&m mau vang ddnh
da’u ngon hai ding roi thém hai dom nho 1a chd ctia den hiéu.”

“Dat lién sé la mau gi a?”

“Trén ban &6 ngudi ta d€ tring phan da't lién. DAt 1ién khong duwoc tinh
dén, trr nhirng chd ma em nhin thdy dwore tir thuyén. Ma c6 thé thi cling
chi tinh vai chd trén d6 thoi. Nguwoi ta vé Darien vao, vi diy 13 diém cao,
nhuwng ngwoi ta s€ khdong quan tdm dén chuyén danh dau ndng trai Holly
Howe dau.”

“Nhwng ma bon minh s€ danh dd'u chir, phai khong anh?”’

“Bon minh s€ coi noi d6 1a khu dinh cw cua thd dan. Poi khi ngwoi ta
lam th&".”

“Kém hinh v€ be bé ntra chr?”

John v&€ mot can nha bé xiu xiu ¢6 cdy c¢6i va ba hinh ngwoi nho nhd,
ching nam sau li, dai dién cho thd din, me, bé Vicky va vi em. R6i, trong
vinh Nha Be, ciu dé tén Ién roi vé hinh can nha be. R61 dé€n ndng trai
Dixon, v&i hinh ngwoi nho nhd cing con bo, bi€u hién san vat cia ving
qué nay.

“V& thém hai t&n moi v&i Téu chép va con ran nira di anh,” Titty bao,
th& 12 mot con rin, mdt da'u den ba géc danh cho tip Téu, roi dong Ita, the



hién viing da't ctia nhirng nguwoi thy ddt than.

Rio dwoc ddnh diu bang nhitng cin nha nho nhd va miy b&n cap
thuyén. Quan déo trong vinh Rio dwoe v€ vao, nhwng chi mot déo 1a cé tén.
John viét “Pao Bén D& bén canh hon ddo cA'm cip thuyén ma Chim En da
tirng nghi chan, bap bénh neo vao ciu cing bang gd gitra dém den.

“Anh phai v€ ddo clia em vao ntra chi,” Titty bao.

“Pao nao co'?”

“Noi em ngoi theo doi bon Amazon hom dau ti€n bon minh phét hién
ra chung ay.”

Dio dwoc vE vao va danh ddu bang tén “Pio Cua Titty.”

Pao M¢o Hoang dwoe danh dau, véi cdy hai ding, bai cap bén clng
cang va khu trai. R6i mdt con ca dwoe vé trén vinh C4 Map, chd ca bon da
di cau c4 ro6. R'6i thuyén trudng bit dau vé vao mdt dwong chadm cha'm d€
chi ra héi trinh ctia Chim En tir ddo Méo Hoang sang dong Amazon roi
quay lai.

“Anh di ngwoe 1€n song xa dé€n dau 1an?” Titty hoi.

“Pén tan pha,” John dap. “Anh danh dau r'6i.”

“V& vao ma’y con bach tudc di anh,” Roger nai.

“Anh v€ bach tudc khong dep dau,” John néi khi da cd hét siec ve.

TAm ban d'6 bit dau trong giong hét mot tAim ban d'6 thyc thy. Phia
Nam va phia B4c viing h'd ¢4 bon biét thi dworc vién bang dwdng ngét khic
cung dong chtr “Vung nwdc chwa dwoe vé” hay la “Chwa thim hi€m”.
“Chfmg ich gi khi vé& nhitng chd minh khong biét,” John bdo. “Nhwng di
nhién minh phai v€ vao ndi non, nhirng noi minh ¢6 th€ nhin thd’y t nhitng
viing minh d khdm ph4.” John bit dau v& may md neo be bé tai moi cing
Chim En tirng cip vao. Mot céi tai ddo bén ngoai Rio, mot cdi ngay Rio,
mot trong vinh Holly Howe, va mot trong vinh C4 Map noi Roger tirng méic
dwoc cAu nhung r'oi d€ ma't con cd to cia minh, roi mot md neo tai chd ca
bon da cip vao d€ dén tham may nguoi the dot than, va mot tai bai dap
thuyén ctia ndng trai Dixon.

“Thé& con chd em neo Amazon thi sao anh?” Titty hoi.

“Diing roi, chd ndy phai dwgc vé vao chir,” John néi, va mdt md neo
nho nhd dwgc v& vao gan dau miit phia Bic ctia ddo Chim Cdc.



“Phai c6 mdt dao la ddo Chau Bau kia,” Titty bdo, “nhwng ddo c6 chau
bau trén d&’y thi da c6 tén roéu.”

“Pao nao co’?” John hai.

“Pao Chim Cdc ay.”

“Nhung trén d6 ngoai chim cd'c ra con c6 gi khac dau.”

“La bi mat anh a,” Titty n6i, “nhung trén dd’y cé chau bau day. Roger
voi em s€ di tim ra cho coi. Bon hai téc da gidu trén ddy tdi qua khi em neo
Amazon cho 8y.”

“Hai tdc nao?”

“Bon chung cheo thuyén dé€n vao ban dém. Em nghe thd’y ching.”

“Chéc 1a ngw dan thdi,” John bao.

“Khong, khong phai dau,” Titty cai. “Chung suyt chit da va nat thuyén
voi lai chiing néi bay ntra.”

“Em mo mdng cho 1dm vao,” Susan néi.

“Lic d6 em dang budn ngi nén mo’ da’y thdi,” John bao. “Nhung thdi
nay, bon minh s& v€ mot trong may hon dao kia thanh ddo Chau Bau néu
em mudn vay. Pao to nha't trong quan dao Rio chwa ¢6 tén kia.”

“Nhwng ddo Chim C&c co chau bau that ma. Hang tdn dong vang nhé.
Em v&i Roger sé& di tim. Minh di ngay d€ cho chéic nao.”

“Tw twe nao Titty,” Susan noi.

“Dui sao t6i nay ciing da qua mudn khong di dwore dau,” John béo, “voi
lai that tinh chd d6 khong th€ nao cé chiu bau dwoc.”

“Bon ching da gidu & da’y ngay gitra dém khuya ma,” Titty n6i. “Biét
bao nhi€u la tdn &y.”

“Qi thdi nao, Titty,” Susan gan nhw lai tr& thanh thd dan. “Pén gio dn
td1 r'6i. Moi nguoi di ngdt som hét di. Nhé 1a sdang mai bon Amazon s€ dén
day.”
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AU mot dém ngon gidc anh em nha Chim En thdy twoi tinh hin 1én.
Ca bon diy s¢'m di boi. R6i lai di cau thitc idn cho bira sdng va bit dwoc ca
td ca r6, vi ching muén c¢6 nhi€u d6 an sang cho cd nha Amazon nira
phong khi hai da kia t&i sé'm. “Minh chaalng biét hai dira kia kh&i hanh khi
nao dau,” Susan bao. “Chi khdong nghi ching sé dé€n ding lic, nhwng néu
c6 thi ching ta vAn da d'6 #n cho sdu miéng. Minh s& ni'u thit nhiéu dé&
phong ho, con gio ai ddy phai chay qua nong trai 13’y stra di thoi.”

Ca bon ndy gio’ neo trong vinh Ca4 Mép d€ ciu cd, khong xa bén cta
nong trai Dixon la mady. Ching cheéo vao bo, Roger va Titty chay 1én d6ng
mang theo binh stra, trong khi thuyén tredng cuing thuyén phé rira ca bén
ho.

“Titty s€ mudn di cung Roger tim kho bau cho coi,” thuyén tredng 1€n
ti€ng. “Tat nhién that sy sé chglng c6 kho bdu nao dau, nhung con bé s€
mudn di.”

“Po1 khi n6 chfmg bi€t chuyén gi c6 that va chuyén gi khong,” thuyén
phé dap. “Hai dira n6 c6 the di vao chiéu nay. Nhwng em cho 1a né s€ quén
béng hét chuyén nay khi hai dira hdi tdic Amazon dén r'6i Nancy v&i Peggy
dung T€u va Ién k& hoach lam gi sau day.”

“S4ng nay bon minh c¢é nhiéu viéc phai lam 1im,” thuyén trudng bio.
“Anh mu6n bén hét may di€m cuén mép budm trwd’c khi bon ching dén.
L& ra phai lam viéc ndy tr hdm qua co. R6i Chim En ciing ¢an dwoc ky co
ra tro nwa.”

“Con em thi mu6n khu trai phéi tinh twom,” thuyén phé néi. “Pdng
xoong n0i lam em ma't mat qua.”

Khi cé r6 da duoc rira sach x&p mot hang ngay ngin dudi ddy thuyén
thi Roger va Titty quay lai cing binh stra.



“Chan qua di,” Titty m¢& miéng, ngay khi d&€n gan dua d€ ndi cho nghe
dwore. “Ga thuyén tredng Flint lai gid tro, choi xau chwa ting thady. Bon
em chi kip chao bac Dixon buoi siang thdi thi bac 4y da bao bon minh
khong bao gior dwgrc dong d€n nha be. Em thwa véi bac 1a bon minh dau ¢6
dau. Bac &Yy lai bao, ‘Th&” a, vay phdi c6 dira nao pha chir.” R6i bac &y im
ludn khong néi gi hét ngay ca khi em bao thuyén tredng Flint 1a d6 ac doc
vi em wdc gi nha be cta hin bi ddnh chim cho r6i.”

“Em khong dwoc néi ndng nhw thé chix,” Susan bao.

“Em quén ma't bac &y la thd dan,” Titty dap.

“Bac ay chealng cho chiing ta cdi banh hay ti mat mia nao ca. Pén mdt
qua tdo ciing khong,” Roger ndi vao.

“Sao hin khong d€ bon minh yén nhi?” John thic mic.

“Con nao la con cd r6 em céu dwoe thé?” Roger vira hdi vira nhin vao
ddy c4 did dwoc rira sach nim dudi long thuyén. “Phai con nay khong?
Ciing khdng bé 14m. Susan ciu dworc con kia day. Em thd'y ma.”

Ca bon cheo vEé dao Meo Hoang. Susan cha't thém cui, cho bo’ vao chao
ran dun chay ra d€ chién ca rd. Roger quan sat chi. John di Ién tram quan
sat. Titty theo chan anh.

“Cho em v&i Roger di tim kho bau sau bira di€m tdm nha anh?” con bé
Xin.

“H6m nay bon Amazon dén diy da’y,” John bao. “Trwde hét minh phai
co rira boong thuyén sdp x&p moi thit dau vao ddy trude khi ching dén.
Nhuwng ma sau day thi chic 1a dwoe. E ndy,” cdu néi. “Titty, chay xudng Téu
ctia anh mang kinh 1én day. Kia la con thuyén thir ba anh trong tha’y di vao
vinh Nha Be roi1 day.”

“Vang thwa thuyén tredng,” thuyén vién dap roi chay xudng trai. Bén
noi thi thuyén phé gilr chan con bé, bit né phét bo 1én banh mi trong khi cd
bé phai trong chung ca.

“Thuyeén trirdng cAn kinh vién vong a,” thuyén vién bdo.

“Bdo v&i thuyén trirdng 12 di€m tim gan nhw sin sang r'di,” thuyén phé
ndi. “Kinh thi ¢6 th€ cho’ dwore. Ca ro thi khong. Cé phai dwoe ding ndng.”

Titty tr6n di cung v&i 6ng nhom va chuyén lovi cho thuyén tredng.



“Xudng ngay ddy,” John ddp 16n. Cau gi kinh 1én mét. “Cé chuyén tai
vinh Nha Be roi. bang c6 chi€c xudng mdy chay vao dd’y, ma c6 nhicu
ngudi trén xu'dng 14m.”

Ti€ng coi cua thuyén phé lanh lanh tw khu trai.

“T&i 1ién, t&i 1ién,” thuyén tredng la 16m.

“Néu nhr dam thG dan dang tdn c6ng thuyén tredng Flint, em woc gi
minh cling ¢6 mat & d6,” Titty ndi.

Thuyén pho lai tuyt coi, thuyén tredng va thuyén vién chay vé nhap
bon v&i ma’y dira kia quanh d6ng Ia.

“C6 chuyén gi d6 dang xay ra tai vinh Nha Be,” John néi. “Thuyén be
hét chiéc nay d&n chiéc khdc di vao ddy. Anh cho 13 hian dang k& cho moi
ngudi bigt ring bon minh bita gio' qua’y phd gi nha bé qudi quy cta héin
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roi.

“Purng c6 nghi gi d&€n thuyén tredng Flint hét,” Susan bdo. “Minh c6
ngin dwoc hdn nghi minh phé thuyén hén dau. Ching c6 gi ngin dwoc hén
nghi nhw thé” cd. Nh¢ 1oi me bao ddy. Bon minh bié€t 1a bon minh khong
lam. Ptrng d&€ tAm gi d&n hin. Em d3 cho dwong vao tra ctia anh rdi, cd clia
anh ddy. Sau con nay con con ntra, roi thém con nira n€u hai dira Amazon
kia khong nhanh chén 1én.”

Khi mdi dita nha Chim En d4 dn hét hai con c4, con lai bdn con trong
chdo, Susan bao thing bé boi tau chay Ién tram quan sit xem thit c6 tha'y
thuyén Amazon dau khong. Thang bé quay lai ngay.

“Khong thay budm nao hét,” n6 thong bao, “nhung c6 cai thuyeén to kia
dang ra khéi vinh Nha Be.”

“Hai dtra kia sau bira sdng m¢&i dén roi,” Susan néi. “Vay 1a mdi nguoi
mot con cd r6 nwra nhé.”

“Khong biét dang xay ra chuyén gi dy ta,” John thic mic.

“Pung nghi d&n hin nira,” Susan bao.

“Puore roi. Khong nghi nwra,” John dap.

Bira sdng vira xong, moi ngwdi bat tay vao don dep. “Em sé& coi chirng
trai,” thuyén phé bdo, “néu anh mudn rira Chim En. Pem bdi tau véi
thuyén vién theo, bdo chiing co boong thuyén r'éi chi béng nhitng chd biang

ong.”



“C6 nhi€u d6 dong dau,” Roger noi.

“C6 maYy cdi coc cim thuyén a%y,” Titty bao.

“Vay ha, vay di danh bong chiing di,” thuyén pho bao. “Hai dira c6 the
danh sang bong 1én n€u dung gié &m voi cat. Hai miéng gié day nay. bi di
nao. Lau sach dat ban trwdc, roi dung gié am chui moét lwot, lam cho
thuyén sach bong nhw méi di nao.”

“Anh s& mang budm lén trai,” John néi. “Can phdi b&én buom lai vao
truc cang, ma anh chi cé th€ bén may di€m mép budm chat nha't khi bu'dom
khong bi chung thoi.”

“Em khong quan tAm, mién 12 anh ding 1am viedng viu em thdi,” Susan
bao. “Em phai chui rira may cdi n'6i.”

“Bon anh s& dwa Chim En qua cang r'o6i neo lai cho gon trong chd ciia
no truedrc khi bon Amazon sang,” John néi.

Cau di xudng bén cling thuyén vién. Thang bé bdi tau da chay xudng
tredc va leo sén 1én thuyén. M&y anh em chdng thuyén ra roi chéo quanh
qua cang, ching da bd cdt budm chinh 1an budm lai d6 khi di cau cd trede
btra sang. John dung c6t budm r'oi giwong co’ caa Titty 1én dinh c6t budm
chinh. Thuyén vién cung boi tau & lai trén thuyén d€ chli don va danh
béng. John neo Chim En lai bang s¢i chdo vong qua dudi thuyén va day
neo tir mili thuyén, d€ thuyén nim ndi mot bén cang, chira chd cho thuyén
Amazon vao.

“May dita c6 th€ ndi ddy chio dang dudi ra roi kéo day neo khi mudn
vao bo’ nhé,” cau dan.

“Vang thwa thuyén tredng,” thuyén vién va bdi tau dong thanh, hai
dra ndy gior dang lu bu ky co thanh van ngang va chui dat ban trén maYy
tam van day thuyén.

Thuyén tredng vac tim budm vwra cudn tron lai cing sao va truc, dat
ngay ngan l1én vai mang vé trai. P&n noi thi ciu qufmg ching xudng da't.
Susan m&i chii rira xong.

“Anh 1én tram quan sat xem may thuyén kia da roi di chwa day,” cau
noi.

Susan ngudrc 1én.

“Nghi vé& hin khong hay ho gi diu,” c6 bé bdo. “Pung nghi gi d&n héin
nwa.”



“Lam dworc vay thi da tot,” John dép, “nhwng anh khéng chiu dwoc.”

“Thoi gidp em treo ma’y td'm chdn 1én nao,” Susan bao.

“Nho dau bon Amazon xua't hié€n,” John noi.

“K¢ tui nd,” Susan dap.

Hai anh em mang chan tw Téu ra treo 1én may s¢i thung cang [éu giang
gitra hai cay. R'6i ching dd'm thum thup cho déu may tdi rom, ma’y tdi nay
da d'on cyc lai ca. Chiing vira lic vira day roi kéo tdi rom cho d&n khi may
cai tui nhin gidng ném hon la m&@y bich phd mai tron Ha Lan da voi qua
nwa.

R6i Susan bit dAu co rira n'6i niéu xoong chio va 14’y cat min cha x4t
dit chdo. Pay khong phai loai cdt min nha't, nhwng it nha't cling la loai min
nha't ma c6 bé ki€m dworc.

“Em s€ mac cho cai @m den thui nhw vay thoi,” cd bé bao. “Trong cling
ché sao.”

John trdi rOng tAm bu'dm ra trén mat da't, thao ma’y mdi bén ra khéi truc
va sao budm. Ciu ngdi xudng cung vai tht manh, mot s¢i diy mong, d€
méc lai phan di€m mép budm bj rach bing ma’y miii bén chiit tay, ding dao
cit di phan dudi thira.

Viéc nay t6n nhiéu thoi gian, roi ciu lai thdy mdt trong may dwong
ndi trén canh bu'dom dang long di. Mot hai phan mii chi bj bung ra. John di
vao Téu luc loi trong hop cua minh.

“May la bon minh c6 mang theo kim may budm nay,” cau n6i khi quay
tré ra.

“Con may hon n€u anh bi€t cdch dung nd,” chdp sau thuyén phé 1é€n
ti€ng, khi cd bé nhin Ién va tha’y thuyén tredng dang mit mut ngdn cai.

“Hor, ddu phdi 10i tai anh chir,” thuyén tredng dip. “MAy tho' may
budm thue thu day ciy kim qua bing mot miéng da 16n trong 1ong ban tay
coma.”

“PE& xem nao,” thuyén phod bao.

Hai anh em cling nhau may lai dwong n6i cling twong d&i. That ra may
di€m mép budm clia John lai ra't chic chin. “Gid nhw cudc doi gidng may
mo&i bén,” nam tredc bd bon nhd ¢ ndi, “thi ta s€ chgng con gi phai hoc
héi ntra.”



Nho Susan phu cho, cdu trai tdim bu'6m doc theo truc cing bu'dm roi
bt d4u budc lai. Ca hai déu cdm cui 1am d&n mirc chaamg nhin thd’y mdt con
thuyén dang tro’ vao b&n cho dén khi ching nghe tha’y ti€ng thuyén nghién
sdi lao xao ngoai bo cat.

Chiing nhin 1én thi thd'y mot vién canh sit cao 16, mic 4o xin tay, dang
khua chéo vao. Anh ta dirng diy, loang choang, r'oi bude 1én bo'. Poan anh
ta nhit 40 khodc 1én, 40 dang méic trén mili thuyén cheo, roi di thaalng 1én
trai. Anh nay dang néng hét ca ngwoi, vira di vira vy vo 4o khodc cho dén
khi cudi cung cling tim ra tdm khan tay to mau do, roi dung né ma lau mat.
Anh ta nhin xudng thuyén tredng va thuyén pho.

“Chao budi siang a,” John 1€ phép.

“Chao,” vién canh sit to 1o'n ddp lai. “Bén ha?”

“Vang, hoi ban a,” John dap.

“Con do hon 1a phai cheo gitra thoi ti€t thé nay.”

“Chd d&n day tir xa 14m a?” Susan hdi, dang phan van khong biét nén
moi chd nay udng gi day.

“U,” vién cénh sdt ddp, “cling xa. Ma hai dira dang 1am gi & day vay,
chd mudn bi€t day.”

“Pay la trai ctia bon chau,” John dap. “Chu ng6i xudng nghi mot Iat
nhé? Tiéc rang bon chiu khong c6 bia, nhung con lai mot hai trdi chudi gi
da’y trén cay do a.”

Vién canh sat lau bau chaalng budn néi “Cam on.” Lai luc 10i gidng gié
mot h'o1 161 dwore tdp ghi chua va cay but chi trong 4o khoac ra.

“Tén va dia chi,” vién canh sat hoi.

“Tén chdu la John Walker,” John ddp. “Noi nay la dia chi cua bon
chau.”

“Ho Walker, tén John,” vién canh sat vira vi€t vira 1ap lai. Anh ta lai lau
mat. “Con dia chi?”

“Orday a.”

“O dau?”

“Pay a.”

“Vay dau c6 dwore,” vién canh sat néi. “Cau song ¢ dau?”

“Trong may léu kia a.”



Vién canh sat di vong t&i ma’y tdp Téu roi nhin vao day.

Susan phan do1.

“Bon chau chwa don givong co ma,” ¢6 bé bao.

Ping ldc &y c6 ti€ng huyt sdo ham hé tr dau kia hon ddo vong lai.

“Con thém may dira nira hr?” vién canh sat hoi.

“Nhiéu 14m a,” John ddp.

“Nao, chd y day,” vién canh sat bao, “tra loi thé’ing thin cho chi biét.
M4’y dira 1én nha be cta 6ng Turner khi nao?”

“Bon chau chwa khi nao dén gan chd d6 hét,” John dép, “trer mot Tan
chdu dén néi chuyén voi 6ng Turner thoi.”

“Chét chira, ché€t chwra,” vién canh sat néi. “Thé dau cé dwoc. Nay nhé,
tinh trang ngon ngang cua can nha...”

“Sammy!”

Mot giong néi ranh rot lanh 1anh khién vién canh sat quay phét lai.

“Sammy, t6i 18y lam x4u ho vi anh qua ddy. N&u anh khong di ngay
cho thi t61 s€ mach me anh cho xem.”

“Xin tht 16i cho, co Ruth,,” vién canh sat dap, mat mii dé lung hét co.
“T6i nghi may cd ciu nay chac ¢6 biét gi dd'y vEé vu trom, vi tredre day bon
ho tirng d&n chd nha be. T6i that tinh khong biét ma’y cd cdu diy 1a ban clia
co.”

“Tat nhién ho la ban t6i roi,” thuyén tredng N ancy bao, no6 di 1én khu
trai roi quang dong coc Iéu xudng dat. “Ban téi chang khi nao lién can gi
dén nha bé cta bac Jim hét. Anh quay vé bao v&i bac Jim thé di. Hay d€
bon t& chi€m 14y thuyén clia anh ta r6i bit anh ta lam t binh nhi?” c6
quay sang John noi.

“Purng, deng lam thé&’, c6 Ruth a,” vién canh sat ddap. “Khong phai la
hom nay. T6i con phai chéo xudng tin cudi h'd6 nra.”

Peggy Blackett tir cing di men 167 mon Ién, cing mdt d6ng mau tring
to twdng trén vai, theo sau la Titty va Roger ciing chin man va mét mo day
cau.

“E chao anh Sammy,” con bé 1én tiéng. “Anh dang 1am gi & ddy th&?”

“Chi 1a hi€u Tam nho nho thoi thwa ¢d,” vién canh sat dap.



“Chay bi€n di ngay, Sammy, dung c¢6 pham lai sai fdam &y ntra,” Nancy
bao.

Vién canh sat cao to lai quay vé thuyén cia minh ma chdng thuyén di.

“Nay cd Ruth v&i ¢6 Peggy oi,” anh ta van nai, “xin ding néi gi v&i me
nhé.”

“Puwge thdéi Sammy, n€u anh tir t& thi bon nay s€ khong néi gi.”

Anh ta nhanh nhau cheo di.

“Chud 2y mudn gi the”?” Titty hoi.

“Sao chi ta lai hdt hodng vay?” Roger hoi.

“Hai cdu quen chu &y a?” Susan hai.

“Quen chtr sao,” thuyén tredng Nancy ddp. “Me anh ta ting la vi em
clia me t&, cling 1a vi em ctia bon t& ludén khi bon t& con bé &y. Anh ta la
canh sat ciia ving nay. Anh ta chaamg so’ ai chi so' me minh... voi lai bon to,
di nhién r'6i. Ma nay, cac ciu c6 biét da xay ra chuyén gi khong?”

“Chuyén gi?7”

“C4c c4u biét cdi 161 nhdn ma hai 6ng Billy nho' cic cau chuyén cho t&,
ve€ viéc bdo cho bac Jim nén khoéa nha be lai 8y? The’, hai 6ng kia ndi phai
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roi.

“Nha be ctia bac Jim vira bj khodng,” Peggy néi vao.

“Ban sang nhin thdy m&’y cdi thuyén kia t& bi€t ngay la ¢6 chuyén ma,”
John bao.

“MAay tén cudp bién da tdn cong thuyén cha thuyén tredng Flint khi
ong ta di ving,” thuyén treéng Nancy bao. “Ong ta da di ving thit, khi cdu
bédo 1a 6ng ta di dau da’y. Bon to da Tam. Bén dém ma bon to nhin thdy trén
nha beé khi dang cho thuyén di xudng day gitra ban dém &y khong phai 1a
deén cua thuyén tredng Flint. Ma Ia ctia bon trdm, la dam hai tdc kia. Luc
Ay bon ching dang ra tay luc 10i.”

“Cling c6 nguoi khac trong thad’y anh dén nira,” Peggy bao. “La cadi ong
l4i xu6ng mdy &y, 6ng ciing biét bac Jim dang di ving. Thé& 1a sang hom
sau Ong ta ghé qua xem va phat hién ra ctra ca bin dang m¢ toang va moi
thi trén &y loan xa hét ca. Ong ta sang bdo v&i me t& va me danh dién bdo
cho bac Jim. T61 qua bac vé dén nha, di sang nha be, nhwng vi moi thir dao
10n ca nén bac &y phai mang con vet sang nha bon t& ngi qua dém.”



“Bdc ndi tran 16i dinh,” Nancy k& “Con con vet thi ri't cdu ching néi
noi gi cd.”

“Bac &y khi thi tirc t67 khi lai chi rfau rau ri ri,” Peggy ndi. “Béc bao 1€
ra béc chang budn quan tm dén moi th ma ching 137y di ngoai triv c4i thi
ma chung da 18y di ro61 ay. Chung da 18y di cai hom cu trong khoang, trong
d6 c6 chi€c may danh chir cing quyén sach ma bac da viét ca mua he nay,
cdi cudn sach ma bac &y mai viét nén khong thé lam dong bon vi bon nay
nhu trede kia. Bac bdo chic bon ching 14y cdi hom di vi né ning. Bdc
chaalng bi€t ching con 18y di gi khac nira. Nhwng bon ching da do hét d6
trong may ti khéa ra san roi luc tung ca thuyén. Con t€ hon 1a mdt cude
tong vé sinh hang nim nira, theo nhu 1&i bac bio. C6 liic bac Ay trong thidu
nio khong néi 14’y nira 11, roi khi thi lai bdt dau ham ham 1én vé viéc hd
nay toan bon nhoc con, va vé cac ciu...”

“Ong ta ludn nghi 12 do bon t& ma,” John néi.

“Tf nira thi t& dd bao cho bac Ay biét ring t&i hom d6 ch?ing thé nao la
bon cidu dwoe,” Nancy cdt 1o, “vi khi bon t& trong thdy anh dén trén
thuyén cua bac &%y thi bon cdu dang ngwgc song Amazon ma, nhung Peggy
huych t& vira kip lic 1am t& swe nho 1a dém d6 bon té dang ngl, nén t& im
luon. T m&i nghi rang that may bon t& dwgre phép sang cim trai cling cdc
ciu. Chir khong chéc lai c6 ngwdi bao bon té khong nén lam viy ngay, moi
ngwoi ci dang so6i sing suc 1én ma. Thé 1a t61 qua bon t& 1én di chat @6 1én
Amazon 101 gidu con thuyén ngoai séng. R6i sdng nay bon t& im lang
ngoan ngoan cho dén khi bac Jim cheéo thuyén vé lai nha be. Khi bon t&
khéi hanh dwoec thi troi van chwra ndi gié 14m, bang khong bon t& da dén tir
nay roi. Bon t& phai chéo thuyén len qua cac ddo, roi phai cho’ doi mét lic
d€ quan sat bao nhiéu la tau bé dwa ngwoi vao vinh Nha B¢ d€ chirng kién
vu trom.”

“Sang hom qua cdc ciu veé kip gio’ ch?” Susan hoi.

“Suyt chidt 1a b€ manh, nhwng bon t& vEé kip,” Nancy dap.

“Bon t& chi vira kip chui vao giwvong, con mac nguyén quan do thi da
c6 nguoi dén go cira r'oi,” Peggy néi thém.

“Um,” John bdo. “Bon ching vao trom ding cdi dém c6 chién tranh
gitra ching ta a?”



“Di nhién,” Nancy dap. “T¢ da k€ roi ma. Bon té nhin thdy anh deén
trén nha be. Gid ma bi€t duoc thi bon t& da tém hét ca bon d€ bi€n bac Jim
thanh ké t6i doi mang on bon t& sud't doi r'oi.”

“Nhu thé  chic ding 1a Titty ¢é nghe tha’y gi t&i hom d6,” John béo.

“Chéc bon cudp bién ma em nghe thay ciing chinh 12 bon di cudp béc
thuyén ctia thuyén tredng Flint,” Titty noi.

“Em c6 nghe thd’y gi sao?”” Nancy hai.

“Bon chung dang cheo thuy€n khi em neo Amazon,” Titty dap.

“Chéic chiing 12 bon trom r6i,” Nancy bdo. “Bon chi thdy dén cla
ching, roi dé’l} em nghe thd’y ching. Piéu t& khdng hi€u noi 1a sao bac Jim
lai c6 ¥ nghi rang cac cau co6 li€n quan dé€n chuyén nay.”

“T4at nhién bon t& cha lién quan gi ca,” thuyén tredng John noi.

“Chtr sao nira,” thuyén tredng Nancy bao, “cdu khéng can phai néi voi
to diéu nay. T chi tha'y kho hi€u 1a sao bac &Yy lai cho la cac cdu giy ra.”

Thuyén tredng John tha’y kho xt& qua.

“Ong ta khong tin khi t& bdo ring t& khong dong dén nha be cta ong,
cdi lan t& dé€n chuyén loi nhirtng nguwoi the: dot than cho 6ng ta da’y.”

“Nhung sao bac &y lai khong tin cdu moi dwoe?”

“U thi,” thuy@n treéng John dm w. “Thoéi di thuyén tredng Nancy a,
cling chang quan trong gi dau.”

“Quan trong chir sao khong,” thuyén tredng Nancy thdt 1én. “Néu
khong nghe gi da’y tir bac Jim thi cdi anh chang Sammy kia da khong dén
cho mui vao day dau.”

“La vao cai ngay bon t& phat hién ra cac ciu Ian dau tién &Yy,” ttluy\én
tredng John k€. “Khi bon nay nghi la 6ng ta na sing vao cac ciu ay. Ong ta
trong thdy bon nay khi bon nay chay ngwoc h'd 1€n xem cac cdu di dau, the’
la 6ng ta nghi chinh bon nay da dot phdo bong trén néc thuyén nha ong.”

Mt mili thuyén tredng Nancy dd nhtt, da rdm ning 13 thé’ ma van trong
tha’y r0.

“T¢ sé céi chinh chuyén nay ngay lap tirc,” cd bé bao. “Thé bac ay cb
gian du qua déng khong?”

“Ong ta goi t& 12 thing néi 140,” John dép. “Nhung gic thi ching sao
dau, that ma.”
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“C6 chir sao khong,” thuyén tredng Nancy dong dac. “Peggy dau

“Vang thwa thuyén treong.”

“D& hét d6 trén Amazon xudng, thdo cOt budm 1an budm ra khoi
thuyén roi dwa thuyén vong qua bén. Nay thuyén pho, thwa thuyén treong
John, cédc cdu c6 cdy biit chi v&i manh gid’y nao trong trai khong? Vi lai t&
¢an moOt mau than tw 10 Itva cua ciu ntra.”

Thuyeén tredng di vao Téu dem ra mdt cudn tap va cay but chi. Thuyén
tredng Nancy nam bep xudng da't hi hody gi dd'y mot lic, vira viet vira muit
miit dAu bt chi sau moi chi roi 4n tay that manh. Con bé lam gay bt chi
dén hai [an va phai got lai.

“Té miit dau bidt chi @€ nd dwoc ddm den,” con bé giai thich, khi thay
Susan tr& mét ngac nhién nhin minh.

Titty va Roger thi ha h6'c mdm lom lom nhin con bé.

Xong xudi Nancy dirng diy khoi ra mau cui chay sém toe dong Itra. Con
bé xé manh gid'y minh vi€t ndy gio ra r'oi duing mau cidi chdy bdi den hét
mat sau to’ gid'y. Poan con bé gadp né lai cho vao tii do.

“Thuyén da sin sang, thwa thuyén trudng!” Peggy tr duwdi bén goi
vong lén.

“T¢& s quay lai ngay,” thuyén tredng Nancy bao.

“Nhwng ma cédu dinh 1am gi th€”?”” John hoi khi Nancy chdng thuyén ra
xa bo.

“Trao cho 6ng ta Cha'm Pen,” Nancy ddp roi cheo di, hay ding hon la
khua khodng tung tée.






a5
Thuyen truéng Flint nhan dudgc Chim den

"gu’é’i dan 6ng trén nha be, thuyén tredng Flint, d6i khi dwoe goi 1a
bac Jim, dang & m6t minh cung con két xanh trong ca bin, va dang au sau
ra sitc sap x&p lai cac thir sau khi khach khira di khoi. Pau tién 13 bon trom,
roi sdng nay bao nhiéu 13 ngwdi mudn tin mét xem thiét hai nhw thé nao,
ngoai Sammy cung vién canh sat kia va mot ha si to Rio, cai tay da phai
Sammy xudng cudi h'd con minh ngwoc 1€n dau kia h'é d€ diéu tra. Bon
trdm da 14t tung hét moi thr. Tung td khoa ti chén gon gang déu bi cay
bung ctra, d6 dac bén trong d0 hét ra ngoai. Bao miii tén, lwdi riu, day
chuyén, rang c4 mip, boomerang, roi may bau regu son xanh son tim, von
la nhirng ky vat ti cdc chuyén di cua thuyén tredng Flint, dwoe treo trén
nhitng chd danh dw trén vach ca bin, déu bi giat xudng hét. Gidng nhw 1a
phai don dep lai sau mdt tran 16¢ cudn vay. Thuyén tredng Flint giAm phai
con voi nhd bing gd mun tir Colombo. Ong ta nhit 1én, dinh 14’y keo dan
lai, nhwng con voi d3 gy ma't nga, voi 1an hai chan, nén danh quzamg no ra
khoi ctra sO ca bin trong vo vong.

Con vet xanh, nay gio' dau trén mép ban trong ca bin, dang ra sitcc mo
cho giy cdi dAu birc trong Phat bang ngoc ma thuyén trwéng Flint thinh tir
Hong Kong v€.

“Ct m0 di Polly,” thuyén tredng Flint bao, “md cho nat hét di.”

“Polly xinh dep,” con vet ddp tra, mdt chan ghi birc twong nhd r'oi dung
cdi md khodm rén khde ngit 14y ngit d& birc twong.

“Sao bon chiing khong 18y di mot trong may thr nay néu chiing muén
ch nhi, b6 tay,” thuyén tredng Flint than, 6ng nay von quen s6ng mot
minh qué r6i nén quen ludn viéc trdo chuyén voi chinh minh va con vet.
“Vay ma ching lai di 18y mot th chaalng dworc viéc gi cho ching nhung lai
hét strc quan trong véi minh. Pung c6 khéa gi hét nhé Polly, roi may sé



khong bao gio* ma't né dau. Du ké trdm 14 ai, hin 18y cdi hop don gian 13 vi
cdi hop thi ning ma hén khéng mé ra dwoc. N&u 12 thing nhéc kia thi hin
né phai manh 1im ddy. Nhung c6 18 né c6 ma’y dira khéc ti¢p tay nira. Thoi
vay, khi nao né6 mé dwgc cai hop ra thi né sé dau long vi da khong chiu 18y
di th khac. Rong réu, do “Hon D4 Lan” viét, sé chang nghia 1y gi voi nd
dau, Polly nhi, cho du v&i tao thi lai 1a bao c6ng lao khé nhoc.”

“Polly xinh dep,” con vet la 1én, khi d4u ctua birc twong roi xuéng san
nha.

Thuyén tredng Flint cti xudng nhat dau twong bi rovi, the” 1a mot qua
tritng da di€u vo kéu ring ric dudi chan ong ta.

“Bao nhiéu ngwa bao nhiéu linh cta nha vua ciing khong gén thing
Humpty Dumpty lai deoc, va cing s€ khong khi€n tao ng61 vi€t lai Rong
réu Tan nra dau,” 6ng ta noi.

Con vet xanh rit tweong 1€n gidn dir khi thuyén tredng Flint nhat dau
twong ngoc Ién.

“Thi thoi, may 18y di,” thuyén tredng Flint n6i. Con vet di lach bach
trén ban veé phia Ong ta, roi, mot chin qudp canh ban, chan kia n6 nhat 18y
dau twgng tw tay Ong ta.

“Mot mua he cong cdc,” thuyén tredng Flint than. “Ca bao cuén nhat
ky cua tao cling ma't hét.”

“Polly xinh dep,” con vet dap.

“Chi duy mot chuyén hay thoi,” thuyén tredng Flint vira ndi vira nhat
1€n cd 6m quan do r'di nhét vao mot ngan tu, “may cO chau gai cla tao
khong lién quan gi d&€n chuyén nay. Ching c6 gi¢ tro da’y, nhung chwa bao
gio’ quiy tan hoang ca bin cfia tao cd. Ma 1a cdi thing nhii kia co. Tao
khong thich chuyén né néi xao tao vu né bén pho hoa trén mdi ca bin nha
tao. Bon con trai ¢6 kha nang lam da tro da’y Polly, c6 ngoan maYy ciing th¢’,
Ban than tao l1a d&ra ¢6 ngoan gi dau, ngwoi ta hay néi vy, nhung it nhat
tao ciing khong néi 140.”

Ping lic 2y mdt mau gidy gdp nhd bay veéo qua cira sO ca bin roi
xudng ban. Con vet di ca quét d&n mao 1én. C6 vé mau gid’y thich hop véi
trd ngit m& hon 14 cdi dau twong ngoc nhd kia. Thuyén trwdng Flint nhin
ra.

“Chao Nancy,” 6ng ta n6i. “Dén day d€ ha hé ha?”



“T6i khong néi v&i 6ng dau,” Nancy dap. “Maoi giri cho 6ng Cha'm Pen
kia. Boc di.””]

“Chuyén gi theé?”

“Toi s€ khong noéi gi véi 6ng cho d&n khi dng ndi xin 16i cor. Poc Cha'm
Pen di ro6i s€ hieu vi sao.”

Thuyén tredng Flint chi kip gidt dwore manh gidy noi con vet. Manh
gid'y da bj xé ra 1am hai. Ong ta g& chiing ra r'6i rap lai. Mot mit 12 vét tron
den lem nhem vé& bang cti chdy. Mit kia 13 birc thu.

“Guwri thuyén trwedng Flint (biét danh bac Jim),
John chwa hé ddng vao nha be. Khi dng bao ciu ay la ké néi doi, that ra la
khong phai. Ong méi néi di. Cdu &y 1iéu ca tinh mang dé&n bdo trude cho dng
bi€t vé may tén tho dan moi r¢’ dang dinh tdn cdng vao nha be cta 6ng. Cha
con nha Billy dd nhé cdu &y chuyén 1o nhén cho 6ng. Ong ¢6 chiu nghe dau.
Thay vao diy lai goi cdu &Yy 1a thing néi 140. V6 on qud di. Gid thi 6ng bi trom
viéng nhé. T6i mung ghé. Mung ghé goébm. Néu 6ng mudn biét ai 1a ké da dot
rAu dng (doc vé Philip xit TAy Ban Nha di nhé) bing cach cho nd min trén néc
ca bin thi day 1a k& ky tén dudi ddy. Pdng doi 6ng 1dm. Py 1a Cha'm Pen.
Ong bi céch chitc bac hay ba't cit kidu ngwdi ti t& ndo.

NANCY BLACKETT (cudp bién ving Amazon).”

“E Nancy!” thuyén trueéng Flint réo vong ra ctra s6.

Nhung thuyén treéng Nancy, dang néng 1ong mudn cho nha Chim En
tha’y 1a minh khong c¢6 hoa dam gi v&i ké thu, da khua chéo dwa thuyén ra
khadi vinh.

“Trovi a!” thuyén tredng Flint ca than, “vay hda ra 1au nay toan la do cai
ddam quy st kia. Thing bé kia chic d3 nghi minh 13 tht tho thiéh dén
nhwrong nao. Ma minh thd that. Gio’ con di bdo véi canh sat 1a minh nghi
ring thing bé d6 chic phai c6 lién quan gi d&n vu ric r6i nay nira chi.
Polly, vao trong phong riéng cia may ngay. Trong day du thir &6 khdng bd
may lai day cai quan dworc.”

Ong ta nhét con vet, dang lach bach ti tung, vao lai I6ng, chay 1én
boong, nhdy xudng thuyén chéo ctia minh, quang tha day neo r'éi dudi theo
thuyén tredng Nancy, chéo cat lwc. Du da xdy ra chuyén gi, ong ta cling
phai di gip thang bé kia ngay ma sira sai moi chuyén.
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Ong ta dan hda roi Lai tuyén chien

KHI thuyén treédng Nancy cheo di thi Peggy va nha Chim En vin con
im ldng nhin cham cham theo c6 bé mot luc. Khong ai bi€t chinh xac Nancy
s€ lam gi.

“C6 1€ anh khong nén k€ v&i né lam gi,” cudi cung John 1én ti€ng.

“V& van,” Susan bao. “Trudc sau gi thi né ciing phai dwgc nghe k&' vé
chuyén nay tho6i. Ta dgyng I€u ctia nha Amazon 1én trwd'c khi né quay lai
nao.”

“U cung dung di,” Peggy d0ng tinh. “Bon t& c¢6 du d6 diy. Nancy da
mang ma’y cai coc 1én ro1.”

“Khong phai ching ta nén dwa Chim En di theo gitp chi 4y sao?” Titty
héi.

“T6t hon la dung,” Peggy dap. “Néu mudn dwoc gidp thi chi 4y da
khong di mot minh roéi.”

Con bé thdo m¢& bung nhiing mau tring ra. D6 1a bat Téu, nhung lai
khéng dwoc 1am gidng ma’y tip Iéu cta anh em nha Chim En.

“MaYy cdy coc dau ay nhi?” Peggy héi. “Toan b la coc hai khic mot.
Ta rdp ching lai v&i nhau 1dm nén bdn cdi coc dai bang nhau. R'di ta nhét
coc vao bdn mép gap & géc Téu. Ching vira khit a. Hai coc d4u thi ciing dé
th6i, nhung sau da’y thi cye 1dm, vi gitr cho mép Téu duorc th:flng d€ cdm coc
vao khé vo cluing. Theo t& thi, n€u thuyén vién voi boi tau clia cac ciu gik
12y dAu kia mép Téu ma kéo ciing ra thi chic s& d& hon nhiéu.”

Moi nguwoi cung chung tay. Ching rap cac coc [€u lai, nhw can ciu cd
thoi, roi dit vao géc mép Téu. Mdi dau mép gap c6 mot tii be bé d& cdm
chin coc vao, nhw 12 ma’y ngén tay trén chiéc ging tay, roi mdi chan coc,
trong cdi tdi be bé Ay, nho 1én khai [éu chwng ta'c rwdii.



“Trong nhw ma’y cdi tai nhi,” Roger quan sat, “tai Itra 8y.”

R61, khi céc cdy coc da dugre nhét vao hét, Peggy 6m hét cudn [€u lai
thanh mdt 6m dai, hay it ra 1a con bé c§ strc lam thé&". John bé mdt dau va
con bé gitr dau con lai.

“Chd nay nay,” con bé bao. “May la cic cu khong chi€m chd dyng trai
ctia bon niy, bang khong bon nay chic phai gianh giat v&i cac cdu thdi. Bon
ndy khong th& dgng Téu cho ngay ngin ma khong c6 hai cdi gdc cay cut
nay.”

D61 dién v&i Téu ctia nha Chim En trong khu trai 12 hai goc ciy di bj
d6n ha. Lic nay nhin thi may anh em m&i thdy, gitra hai g6c cay cut 1a dau
tich m&t khodnh vuong mon tryi. Peggy duing ma’y ngén tay moi moi trong
O r'oi tim tha’y cdi 10 & bdn géc khoanh da't vudng.

“Coc Téu cidm vira vio ma’y 18 ndy,” con bé gidi thich. “R'6i dy thirng
vat tir chép Téu qua hai g&c cay cut, quan lai, roi bon nay ding may khic
g thét chit lai.”

Mbi khic g0 ¢6 hai 10 & hai dau. S¢i thirng x6 qua mot 10, roi vong qua
gdc cdy cut, roi x4 qua 16 thir hai, thit lai thanh git sao cho né khong bi
bung ra. D€ cing s¢i thing, ta chi ¢in kéo khic gb nguwoc 1én soi thing,
roi & dau kia, kéo xéo khic gd qua mot bén, d&€ né khoi trregt di khi ta tha
tay ra.

“C6 ndm nguoi cung 1am thi dé dang hon nhiéu,” Peggy bao, khi tip
Téu dung 1én ngay ngén, may soi thirng tir cédc tai ltra & mdi géc Téu déu
dwoe kéo cang. “Bon nay ma ty dgng thi ma't nguyén ca budi. Cau lam gi
vé&i ddng méc sit trong mé chiin r6i?”

“Day nay,” Titty dap.

“Ciing c6 ma’y 16 cho dong kep nay ntra,” Peggy néi, “nhung phai déng
ching vao kia. Oi khi that, quén cdi v©6 ma't roi.”

“Chay di 12y bua cia em di Roger,” thuyén phé Susan ra 1€nh.

Doc dwdi chin hai canh bén va mit sau ctia Téu 14 nhitng cdi khoen, moi
khoen 14 @& cho mdt kep st mot dau c6 méc niu vao. Peggy tim ra may 16
s6t lai tir TAn cAm trai trwedre, John diing biia déng kep sit xudng.

“Khong con gi khdc nira hét,” Peggy néi, “trie tim trdi nén, dang & chd
tdi ngh ctia bon nay dudi cang kia, t& chuyén hét d'6 tw trén Amazon xuéng
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ay.



“Trong gidng khu cim trai 1dm r'o6i day,” Titty 1én ti€ng, hanh dién nhin
quanh ba tip Téu va dong Itra trai, nhin m nwde va n'6i niéu méi dwoe cha
rira cua Susan. “Ai ai cling c¢6 the bi€t day la khu trai trén hoang dao, ngay
lic ho nhin thdy canh bu'dém.”

“Minh dan budm cho xong ndt di nao,” Susan ru, nhung John da voi
vang chay 1én tram quan sit xem c6 thdy tim hoi gi cua thuyén tredng
Nancy hay thuyén Amazon khong.

Chip sau c4u chay vé khu trai 13’y kinh vién vong.

“Nay nay Susan,” cdu la 1on, “thuyén tredng Flint dang dudi theo con
bé kia.”

“Anh ciling dién nhw 1a Titty v&i cai kho bau cua né &y,” Susan ndi.
“Tho dan dau cé lam ba céi chuyén d6.”

“Nhung ong kia thi c6 da’y,” John cai.

“Béc Jim khong phai lic nao ciing gidng thd dan dau,” Peggy ndi.

“Hén con xau xa hon moi thd dan &y chit,” Titty néi v&i qua vai, roi
chay 1én tram quan sat. M&’y dira con lai cling theo sét nut.

Nancy da quay vé dwoe nira dwong thi thuyén tredng Flint trén chiéc
thuyén cheo phong ra khoi vinh Nha Bé ma duoi theo. Nancy gior da géan vé
t&i ddo, con thuyén tredng Flint, du da rit dwge kha khd khodng céch, van
con cdch sau con bé mot chiit. Thuyén ctia 6ng ta 1a loai thuyén nédng.

“Tha’y chwra,” John bdo, “hin dang dudi theo Nancy, diing khong?”

“Chéc 1a né moi dng theo thdi,” Susan bao.

“Nhung chi &y dang cheéo 18y chéo d€ kia,” Peggy quan sat. “Khong
phai dau. Bac Jim dang duoi theo daYy.”

“Ma nhin xem hén chéo nhw thé nao kia,” John noi.

“Nhr mot dau may hoi nwdc vay,” Roger dap.

“Thuy\én bac Ay dang phong veéo veéo theo,” Peggy bao. “Nhwng Nancy
s€ thang bac &y cho xem. Chi &y xudt phat tredc cd khic ma. C6 1én
Nancy! Chéo ctr 1dm! Cit th&"di! C6 1én Nancy!”

Bon nhd trén tram quan sat ho reo nhw th€ ching dang theo doi mot
cudc dua. Nancy nghe thd’y nén li€c nhin ra sau vai.

“C06 1én nao,” Peggy gao. “Kéo nhau ra bien yém tr¢ chi &y cling chéng
ich gi dau. Nhung Nancy s€ toi day triedee, roi khi dé6 bon minh cling nhau



ngin khong cho béc Jim cip be. C& 1én nao. Anh em Chim En v&i Amazon
mudn nam!”

“Con thuyén treang Flint thi ti€u ting,” Titty cling gao.

Ca bon chay xudng bai cip thuyén. Nancy chéo dwa thuyén vao, gan
nhw da hut hét cd hoi, nhung van dan triede thuyén trwedng Flint chirng sdu
bay than thuyén.

“Bon minh 1am tran r'di, anh em o1,” con bé hon hén néi khi nhay 1én
bo.

Chap sau thuyén cua thuyén tredng Flint cdp bo’ canh thuyén Amazon.
Ngay lap tirc thuyén bi Nancy va Peggy tim 18y day nguoc tro ra.

Thuyén tredng Flint da thu cheéo. Nhung thad’y minh lai ndi bong bénh,
Ong ta lai tha chéo xudéng va quay nhin ké thu. Théai do 6ng nay chflng co gi
la hung han. Mit 6ng ta d6 dd’y, nhwng 1a do néng birc khi chéo théi. Giong
ong ta 6n ton. Gan nhu la 6ng ta dang then.

“Cho phép t6i 1én bo’ nhé?” 6ng ta hai.

“Ban hay thu day?” Nancy hut hoi hoi lai.

“Um, khong phai tht dau,” thuyén treédng Flint ddp. “La mot thay tht
ngwoi Anh dang dau khd thi ding hon.”

“Ong nhan dwgec Cha'm Pen r'6i,” Nancy bdo. “Bon toi khdng con gi d&
néi v&i 6ng nira.”

“Toi dén d€ xin 10i,” thuyén trwedng Flint néi. “Nhwng ma khong phai
xin 16i ¢d dau Nancy a.”

“Cho phép 6ng ta cip bén chtr, thwa thuyén tredng John?” Nancy hoi.
Nhung John, vira nghe dwgc miy céu cudi cua thuyén trwedng Flint, da
quay lwng bd di.
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“Ong da cu xtr 16 mang nhw heo v&i ciu &y ddy, 6ng biét chi,” Nancy
ndi, “nhwng bon tdi s€ d€ dng cap bén.”

Thuyén tredng Flint lai dwa thuyén vao, treéo ra, ch?ing chu y dé€n ai ma
di thgng theo thuyén tredng John.

Thuyén tredng John dang di doc 167 mon din sang céng. Thuyén
tredng Flint voi va duoi theo.

“Nay anh ban tré,” 6ng ta néi giong hoa nha.

“Vang,” John dép.

“T6i c6 chuyén can néi v&i ciu day. Pung d6i x& voi toi theo cdch ma
hém trede t6i da doi x& v&i cdu roi khong chiu nghe t6i néi chir. Téi da sai
hoan toan. T6i that xdu xa cho du ¢6 da ly do d€ nhw th€". Pang ra tdi phai
nhén tha’y 1a cdu ndi sy that. Pang ra to6i khong dwoec goi cau la ké néi doi.
Tai ra't 13y 1am xin 18i. C4u bét tay chi#?”

Mot cuc nghen ding chét dang 1én trong hong thuyén treéng John. Cau
nhan ra la khi moi chuyén dwoc gidi quy&t ding din thi cé vé nhu lai con
dang ghét hon 1a khi ching dang khong ding. Khi d6 thi it ra ciu con dwoc
tirc &1, nhu vay cling thda 1ong 1m. Con nhw bay gio’ thi t& hon nhidu. Cau
nudt 1én nudt xudng, cin chit mdi. Cau chia tay ra. Thuyén trwéng Flint
don 128y ma bt that chit. Dot nhién John tha’y nhe 1ong hon.

“Moi chuyén gio’ 6n r'oi a,” cau noi.

“Toi that 1ong rat xin 10i,” thuyén tredng Flint bdo. “Cau biét ddy, toi
ctr dinh ninh 1a do ciu vi téi da nhin thdy cdu cheéo thuyén, ma chéng hé
nhin tha’y hai cd chdu gai tinh quai cua tdi. Nhwng da’y cling khong phai 1o
bao chtra gi cho cach toi hanh x& dau.”

“That khong c6 gi dau a,” John noi.

Ho cting nhau di ngwoc vé chd ma’y dira kia.

“Thi t6i cling da phai trd gid cho chuyén nay theo cich nao ddy roi,”
thuyén treéng Flint ti€p. “Nancy bao tdi 1a cdu dé€n dé€ canh bao cho toi,
chuyen t6i 1o nhan gi day Gia ma toi nghe loi cdu thay vi ¢t nhu mot
thang ngdc thod 16 cde cin thi hin toi da khong bi ma't cuén sach cia minh.
Hin toi da mang sach theo. Nancy k€& cho ciu bi€t da xdy ra chuyén gi roi
ch?”

“C6 a,” thuyén tredng John ddp, “nhwng chau dén khong chi d€ canh
bdo v&i bac khong dau. Lic d6 chdu dinh néi cho bac bi€t nhirng gi ma



may nguoi thg ddt than dd nho ching chau chuyén loi cho Nancy va
Peggy. R'01 sau day chdu s€ ndi cho bac bi€t 1a bac sai [am hoan toan vé
manh gid'y ma bac d€ lai trong [€u clia chau ay. R6i chdu s€ néi v&i bac
ring chdu chwa khi no d&n gan nha be ciia bac ci. Va roi chau sé& tuyén
chién.”

“Ha, t6i goi dd’y la than htru,” thuyén tredng Flint dap. “Pa nghe thay
chwra hd Nancy?” 6ng ta hoi khi hai ngwoi di lai chd ma’y dira kia, gio
ching da vé khu trai. “Pa nghe thdy chwa ha? Ciu &y dén la d€ tuyén
chién v&i bac day.”

“Di nhién,” Nancy ddp. “Tat ca bon nay s€ tuyén chi€n. Bon nay da
thi€t 1ap mdt li€n minh tdn cong phong thi d€ chdng lai 6ng dd'y. Bon nay
s€ ty tay chi€m 18y nha be, dwa ra cho 6ng lya chon hodc la nhay xudng
bi€n hoac 1a sdng chét ¢c6 nhau v&i bon nay nhw ndm ngodi. John da chan
ng&y dng vi ong ct di néi v&i ddm thd dan rang cdu 4y bén mang dén nha
be trong khi cdu &y dau c6 lam vay, con bon nay mét mdi v&i 6ng vi cdi vu
vi€t lach nham nhi &y. Nhwng tit nhién gio thi chezlng ich gi nira. Ong da
nhin dwg'c Cha@m Pen, va bon nay khong con mudn dinh ding dé€n Ong
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nua.

“Bac khong bi€t 1a dd qua mudn roi day,” thuyén tredng Flint bao.
“Ma dau sao thi gio cling chaalng con tro vi€t lach gi nwra dau. Sdch mat roi,
cing ca mdy danh chtr ntra, bac thi gia ca qua chflng con strc dau ma di viét
lai tir dAu. Béc sin sang cho cudc tuyén chién bat ctr lic ndo céc chdu
thich.”

“To61 khong mudn danh chi€m nha be dau,” Titty thdt 1€n. “T61 mudn
danh chim n6 co. T6i wéc gi bon t6i nhan chim né ngay tir dau cho r'o6i.”

“Nhwng ma tai sao chr?”

“Titty!” Susan de.

“Bd&i vi khong ké thli nao lai doc ac nhw dng ca,” Titty dap. “Bon tdi ¢
lam gi 6ng dau, thé¢’ ma 6ng lai khi€n cho thd dan nghi 1a do bon t6i, con
ntra, khi thuyén tredng John ra strc gitp cho ong...”

“R6i, bac biét roi,” thuyén tredng Flint bio. “Bédc xau xa 1dm, nhung
bac con lam dwoc gi hon nita ddu ngoai néi 16 xin 161 ddy. Ma bac that
long h&i 16i 14m day.”



“Chuyén d6 khong sao roi Titty a,” John ndi. “Chuyén da dwoc giai
quy€t. Xong xudi roi.”

“Thoi nay,” thuyén tredng Flint bao. “Béc s€ lam moi cach d€ dén bu
nhé. Bac da bo phi nguyén mua he ctia minh, d€ viét sach, roi bac cling lam
phi hoai mot phan mua he cta cac chau ntra, y bac la ctia Nancy va Peggy
4y, nhung gior bac thd’y Téu cda hai dira dang & day, nén bac nghi may dira
dang choi cing nhau chr gi. Rit lai Ch&m Pen cda chau di, r'oi dan hoa
voi bdc, r'oi ching ta s€ gy chién that 4c liét ngay sau d6. Néu may dira
mudn chi€m 14y nha be thi cit d&n ma tha sitc tung hoanh. Bic sé sin sang
nghénh chién. Gio bac cheamg co viéc gi khac ma lam nén bac s€ choi bu lai
khoang thoi gian da mat vay.”

“Bon minh tha thir cho 6ng ta ch?” Peggy hoi. “Néu 6ng ta mudn thi
ong ta nhap bon v&i tui minh ngon lanh.”

“Bon minh s€ tha thir cho 6ng ta,” Nancy ddp, “néu sau dd’y la chién
tranh, ma phai la mot tran chi€n khoc liét trén nha be kia. Bon minh sé tha
thir cho dng ta vi dng ta tha’y xa'u hd, va vi dng ta dang gip ric roi. Ong ta
qua thyc bi trdm vi€ng nha be ma.”

“Hor, hdn ddng bj th& 1dm,” Titty chen vo.

“U,” Nancy bao, “nhwng ngoai tui minh ra khong ké nao dwoc phép
cwdp pha nha be.”

“Panh nhau that da'y nhé,” thuyén tredng Flint ndi. “Ba gio’ ngay mai.
Bac phai don dep lai bén dwdi kia sau khi bon v6 lai d€n. Nhwng dén ba
gio’ ngay mai thi bac s€ ranh tay hanh dong r'oi.”

“That tinh va chéc chin dA’y chit?” Peggy hoi.

“Theé trén danh dy ctia mdt tén cwdp bi€n!” thuyén trwedng Flint dap.

“Puoc thoi,” Nancy chdp thuln.

“Vay rut lai Cha'm Pen ctia chau di nhé,” thuyén tredng Flint bao.

“Ong cit gitr 1a'y,” Nancy ddp, “d€ nhic nhé cho 6ng nhé ring dirng bao
gio tré lai lam thd dan nira.”

“Béac s€ nh¢,” 6ng ta dap. “Nhwng ma nay, bdc mudn biét tén may ké
thu ctia bac. V@i lai, sao trong Chad'm Pen chéu lai goi bac 1a thuyén tredng
Flint th&?”



“Bé&i vi Titty, thuyén vién cia may ban kia, bio ring 6ng 13 cudp bién
gidi nghé.”

“Ha, ding la vay. Ma Titty la dira nao day? Chdu la Titty a?” 6ng ta hoi
Susan.

“T4t nhién 12 khong,” Nancy d4p. “Ban 4%y la thuyén phé cta Chim En,
tén 1a Susan.”

“Chao lam quen nhé, c¢6 thuyén ph6?” thuyén tredng Flint cat loi.

“Con day 1a thuyén tredng John cta thuyén Chim En.”

“Thuyén tredng v&i bac da gip nhau r'oi. CAu 4y da tha 1i cho bdc, di
bac khéng xing dang.”

“Pay la thuyén vién Titty. Thuyén vién Titty, day 1a thuyén tredng
Flint.”

“Vay ra chdu 1a ké biét dwgrc bi mit den t61 vé qua khir cwdp bié€n clia
bac.”

“Chdu nhin thdy con vet a,” Titty dap.

“Con day la Roger, b1 tau.”

“Bac ting lam b6i tau ddy nhé,” thuyén tredng Flint bdo. “Vat va vo
cung.”

“Con bon nay la hai tac ving Amazon.”

“Hai dta nghich nhu quy nay thi bdc 6 14m rdi,” thuyén trudng Flint

“Co6 that ong mudn co tran danh trén nha be ngay mai khong?” Titty

“Nhat dinh la ngay mai,” thuyén tredng Flint dap.

“Bon toi s& chi€m duwoc nd,” thuyén vién bio. “Ong cé tAm vin céu
nao khong?”

“Pe& lam gi kia?”

“PE€ di trén &y da’y,” thuyén vién dap.

“Moi thir s€ dau vao dd’y,” tén cwdp bieén gidi nghé dap, dwong nhién
ong nay bi€t rd moi chuyén s€ nga ngi thé nao.

“Thé& con btra an thi sao day?” Roger hoi.



“Néu ngay mai ¢6 chi€n tranh,” thuyén phé Susan bdo v&i thuyén
tredng Flint, “liéu hém nay 6ng ¢6 mudn ¢ lai diy dung bira v&i bon toi
khong a? Tdi sé& bic 4m nudc ngay.”

“Bac chi mong c6 chwng day,” 6ng dap. “Hinh nhw bic dang & gitra
khu trai cia quan thu thi phai...”

“Ngay gitra long dich da’y,” Nancy bao.

“Nhung khu trai dep qué lam bac nhw mudn vé phe v&i tui chdu ngay
thoi.”

“Mudn mat roi,” Nancy néi. “Hai ngay nira ma’y ban 8y s€ di. Bon nay
cling thé&. Gio’ 6ng chaamg c6 ich lgri gi nwra ngoai viéc lam ké thu thoi.
Nhwng né&u 6ng qua that lai mudn lam ngwoi cda bon nay thi bon nay cling
khong né ha gi dau.”

“Ba gio' ngdy mai, may 10 thong nwdc s&€ nhudm dd mdu,” thuyén
tredng Flint d4p. “Nhung bic nghi chic chdu ciing khong phién gi hom nay
cho bac & lai dung btra nhi.”

“Khong heé,” Nancy dap. “Thuyén phé mei 6ng co ma. Ma nhiéu d'6 an
14m. Bon nay c6 mang sang mot & banh man xit thanh trng miéng roi
chién 1én. Ngon chay dai. Chi b&p cho bon nay dd’y. Sau da’y bon nay con
tim dwgc mét mi€ng lwoi bo ngudi nira. Hau nhw chwa ai dong d€n nén bon
nay 18y di luén. Nhwng bon nay ra di kha kin ddo vi twdng sé bi ngan lai,
thé 1a bon nay bo di ma quén rwou rum.”

“T6i s€ dun nwdc sdi ngay diy,” Susan bao. “Titty, mang dia ra. Chon
18y ma’y cd khoai tdy ngon nha't nao Roger, bon minh s€ nwong 1én. Ngoai
ria ddng Itra con nhiéu tro néng 14m kia.”

“Coi nao Peggy, ta mang lwong thyc l€n trai nao,” thuyén tredng
Nancy noi.

“PE€ bac phu chdau mot tay dan budom nhé?” thuyén trwdng Flint hoi,
thodt cdi dng ta di ng'di bét xudng dat trdi budm ra trong khi John thi xd
soi dan qua nhitng mét doc theo mép budm, con Susan thi ta't bat véi lia
va &m nuwore, Titty va bdi tau bay dia, cdc va dao.

“Thé& nay con hay hon tro viét sich nhiéu,” thuyén tredng Flint bdng
noéi. “Nao, thuyén tredng, vong hai vong quanh da’y roéi gitr cho chat nhé,
bac s& chi cho chdu c4ch ra't hay d€ thit git chét day.”



Qua la thuyén tredng Flint dung bira véi ké thii cia minh da’y, nhwng
da’y lai 1a mot bira an ra't than tinh. Ca dén Titty cling hoa nha hon voi 6ng
ta khi d&n g4n cudi bira. Ong ta chaalng bao gior TAm 14n ma chi goi con bé 1a
cd thuyén vién. Mon lwdi bo ngudi ddm hai tdc Amazon tim tha’y va mang
theo ra't ngon. Ca & banh hat ctia nha Chim En ciing ngon. Chang can phai
m& may hdp bo kho ra lam gi khi cé nguyé€n ca mot cai lwdi bo phai an cho
hé&t. L& ra mén banh mén cét 14t chién dwoe don ra sau ciing, nhung vi phai
ma't cd buoi mai i dwgc may ch khoai tdy, nén rdt cudc khoai tdy nwdng
dwoc dung lam mon trang miéng.

Moi nguoi ng'6i quanh dong Itra, moi rudt khoai tiy ra, néng dé€n bong
tay, roi bat dau trd chuyén vé vu trom.

“Béc thic méc diéu gi khi&n cha con nha Billy lai chuyén chdu 1 nhén
cho bac vay?” thuyén treang Flint hoi.

“Ho bdo c6 nghe tha’y gi dd'y & Bigland a,” John dép.

“Chd d6 & mai tan cudi hd kia ma,” thuyén treéng Flint néi. “Né&u ta
bi¢t dwoe tén trom tir diu tdi thi chic c¢6 co may 147y lai cdi hop clia béc.
Nhung chzamg c6 gi cho thay hin 12 ai hay 1am gi ca. Thuyén clia béc trong
ctr nhw 1a ¢6 ndm chuc con méo hoang danh nhau loan xa trong ca bin, chi
vay thoi, tree viéc ching da 18y di chi€c rwong cli. Nhung th duy nha't
d4ng gid thi lai nim trong ay.”

“Rurong ning 1dm khong a?” Titty hoi.

“Cung khé nang.”

“Trong d6 c6 dong vang khong a?”

Thuyén tredng Flint phd ra cuoi. “Bac e 1a khong. Trong d6 chi c¢6
chi€c may danh chtr, mét m& nhat ky, ma’y cuén bién hai trinh cii, va cudn
sach ma bac da viét ca mua h¢ vwra roi. Néu chiing 12y di thr gi khac thi
bac da chealng mang roi.”

Bao y nghi ngon ngang trong dau Titty, nhwng con bé lai nhin thuyén
tredng Flint triu mén hon bao gio hét.

“La cudn sach bac ty vi€t 18y a?” nd hoi.

“U,” thuyén tredng Flint dap.

“Vé qua khir cedp bién cia bac sao?”

“U thi cling dé cap dén.”



“Sach hap dan 1dm phai khong a?”

“Né&u nghi cho k¥ ra thi chdc khong dau,” thuyén truedng Flint d4p. “Ma
du sao bac ciing mudn 1ay lai. Chau khong bi€t vi€t sach 1a nhw th€” nao
dau. Ghi chép hai trinh da cyc nhoc 14m r'6i.”

“Chau hi€u chtr,” Titty no6i.

“Con gio thi bac woc gi minh chwa bao gior viét né ra thi hon.”

“Va wdc gi nguyén mua he nay bac dé thwong hon,” Nancy néi.

“Pung c6 nhic t&i nhic lui chuyén d6 chir,” thuyén tredng Flint budn
ba.

Mot cudc néi chuyén riéng nhanh chong dién ra gitra chi em nha
Amazon, két thuc bﬁng viéc Nancy tuyén bd, “U, ¢t néi cho bac Ay biet di,
n€u em mudn.”

“Béac Jim nay,” Peggy m& miéng.

“Xin 10i gi cor, bac ctr twdng tén bdc 1a thuyén tredng Flint co day.”

“Thi la thuyén tredng Flint. N&u bac s€ lai 1a nguoi cia bon chdu day
thi bon chdu ¢6 chuyén phai néi v&i bac. Bon chau biét chinh xédc lic bon
trdm vao thuyén ctia bac da'y. Bon chdu nhin thd'y ma.”

“Troi o that khong? Cac chdu ¢ nhin thay hin di 161 nao khong?”

“It ra thi bon chau nhin thdy 4nh dén trén nha be. Bon chdu twdng l1a
deén ctia bac. HOm qua bon chau khong the néi cho bac biét dwore, bac hieu
da’y, vi bac cé phdi la dong bon cua bon chdu dau, va khi bon chdu nhin
tha’y den Ia lic ding ra bon chau dang ngu kia.”

“Vay ha? Vay khong ding ra thi bon chau dang & dau?”

“Oy ngoai h'6 a.”

“Vay la 1€ ra bon chdu dang ngu, nhung thyc chat la dang phd phach
ngoai song dai deong sao?”

“Di nhién da’y 1a bi mat,” Peggy dap.

“Bon chdu dang dwa thuyén sang ddo M¢o Hoang trong mdt cudc chié€n
riéng,” Nancy noi.

“Né&u tén trdm qua 187 ndy, chdu c6 nghi 1a minh nghe tha’y hin khong?”
thuyén tredng Flint hoi.

“Bon chdu thi khéng. Chi nhin thdy dnh dén tw ca bin, va tedng l1a bac
thoi.”



Bong John Ién tiéng.

“Thuyén vién Titty nghi con bé c6 nghe thd'y gi da'y td61 qua dd'y a.”

“Lidc d6 con bé dang & dau?”

“Trén thuyén Amazon.”

“H4, v&i hai dira a?”

“Khong a. La maéi sau co. Khi ddy bon chdu dang & trén dao Meo
Hoang. Bi bé roi.”

“Ai bd roi may dra?”

“La Titty. N6 cheo Amazop di, mdc bon chdu & lai v&i s& phan nghiét
ngd,” Peggy ddp. “Nha Chim En thing trin nho cich ay.”

“Nhung ma’y dira con lai dang & dau?”

“Bon chau dang ngwoc song Amazon, hodc 1a dang cho thuyén di ve,”
John dap.

“Pém d6 c6 vé nhw h'¢ s6i dong nhi,” thuyén tredng Flint néi. “Thé
chau nghe dwoc gi vay ha thuyén vién?”

“Chau nghe thdy ti€ng ngwoi chéo thuyén. Ho lwdt gan qua chau.”

“Va chdu dang & dau?”

“Dang neo a.”

“Thoi nay,” thuyén tredng John bao, “t6t hon bac nén nhin qua ban d6
ctia bon chdu. Ban d6 s€ cho thay thuyén vién khi d6 dang & dau.”

Cau chay U vao Téu, di ra mang theo ban @6 mdi v€ roi chi vao md neo
be bé danh dau chd Titty nim trong long thuyén Amazon ch&ch ngoai miii
cuec Béc clia ddo Chim Céc.

Thuyén tredng Flint nhin vao.

“Chiing di ra't gan qua chau a?” 6ng hdi.

“Gan 14m a,” Titty ddp.

“Néu ching muén di xudng cudi h'6 thi danh vong hudng &y ra khoi
nha beé ctia bac qua 1a budn cwdi that. Chéc 1a ching suyt chit da dam dau
vao ddo roi.”

“Chiing va vao ddo ma,” Titty noi.

“R'6i ching di ti€p ha?”



“Ching cép vao ddo, d€ kho bdu lai day, hay la thr gi d6 chiing dang
mang theo. Chung than 1a né nang qud. Chdu nghe tha’y hét.”

“Troi da't quy than oi!” Nancy thdt 1én.

“Khong han dau Titty a,” Susan noi.

Thuyén tredng Flint nhdy nhom Ién. “Co thuyén vién nay, né€u cai
reong ¢6 & d6 thi bac s€ cho chau bat ¢ thir gi chdu mudn. Nao nao, may
dira, ta chéo sang thir xem sao.”

Ong ta chop 18y tay Titty, roi bit 14y bt d&. Titty, tw minh ciing ba't
ngo 14m khi thady minh mim cudi lai v&i dng ta. Ban tay 6ng ta to be, cam
giac than thién tr n6 1a khong nhdm vao dau dweee. Du gi thi gi, cho du kho
bau cda n6 khong phdi dong vang di ntra, nhwng d6 lai la cudn sach, mot
cudn sach cua cudp bién. N6 chi ti€c 1a chuyén san lung kho bau nay lai
dong nguoi qua. Nhung khong muén cling khdng dwgre.

“Nay nay,” Nancy 1én ti€ng, “néu cai hdp & do, va bac 18y lai dwoc
sach, thi bac cling khong dwoc tré thanh thd dan nira dd’y nhé.”

“Khong bao gior,” thuyén tredng Flint dap. “Nao. Lén thuyén cua bac
nao, ca bon.”

Ho chay xudng bén, chen nhau 1én thuyén, hai dira nha Amazon, b6n
dita nha Chim En, cting thuy@én treéng Flint. Thodt cdi, thuyén truédng Flint
da cheéo quanh qua dao, bang qua hon dao day chim cdc.

Thuyén tredng Flint chéo nhu the vAn dang dua dudi theo Nancy. Mdi
sai cheo lam thuyén nay giat toi tredrc khién ddm nhd trén thuyén bat ngira
ra sau. Chi trong vai phut ong ta da sang d&n ddo Chim Cdc tim ra noi d€
gh&ch miii thuyén 1€n gitra hai phi€n da. Moi nguoi luc tuc leo 1én bo.

Nhung trén ddo cheamg thdy gi, ngoai cdi cay tro’ tryi cung vai phi€n da
tring phé&u, rong réu dat tir tran lut tredc, cing may tang d4 to rai rdc. Moi
ngwdi tim ki€m khip noi. Thuyén tredng Flint tréo vong vong quanh dao
hai d&n ba Man. Ong ta ch?ing tim thdy gi.

“Chau bi€t ching d¢ lai d@y ma,” thuyén vién Titty ndi. “Chau nghe
thay ching bao ring chiing khong th& cha't 1én xe mdy dwoc. R'6i chiing néi
s& d&n cau d& bit duoc thir dang bit.”

“Luc d6 la gitra dém khuya da’y Titty,” Susan bao, “nén cé th€ em Iam
chang.”



“C6 the ching da doi y, hodc da dén 18y di roi,” thuyeén treéng Flint
ndi. “Ma thoi, bi€t dwgre ching tor dau h'é nao tdi cling t6t. Bac nghi chang
bao gior 187y lai dwore dau,” 6ng ta néi thém.

Moi ngwoi bu'dn ba cheo tré lai ddo Méo Hoang.

Thuyén vién chwa thut thit, nhwng cling reng rung roi.

“Chdu bi€t ching da bd lai d@'y ma,” con bé néi.

“Khong sao dau chau,” thuyén tredng Flint bao. “Ching ta da tim ky
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roi.

“Vo&i lai biét diu, n€u bac tim ra dwoc, bac lai bién thanh thd dan mat
thoi, roi ti€p tuc ban tdim dé€n ma’y nha xud't ban,” Nancy thém.

“Thoi, bac da khong tim ra dwgc,” thuyén tredng Flint ndi, “nén ching
ta s€ nghi ra tro gi khac vay. Vi du nhw 1a, ba gio’ ngay mai 8y.”

“Chién tranh thyc sy 47”” Nancy hoi.

“C4 mdu va nuedc mét,” thuyén treéng Flint ddp. “Ba gi ngiy mai, bac
s& sdn sang trng phé. S& sin sang d& day 1ui I 1én thuyén, hay 1a danh chim
ca hai thuyén cua bon chdu, hay la treo hét ca dam 1€n xa bu'dom, hoac bi bt
gitr nhur mét thuy tha Tay Ban Nha, hay bi nhdn chim nhw mot tén no 1€ B0
Pao Nha.... ba't cir ki€u gi bon chau mudn.”

Ong ta dwa ca bon 1én bo ddo Meéo Hoang, r6i chéo ngwoc vé sip xép
lai ca bin tan hoang ctia minh.

“Tam biét bac,” ca bon dong thanh la 1én chao 6ng ta theo cach than
thién nha't.

“Chao nhé,” dng ta goi 1on dap lai. “Ping ba gior dd’y. R6i s€ 1a Cai
Chét hodc Vinh Quang!”
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27
Trin chién trén vinh Nha 8¢

“Thé& r'6i, rta xong mau me be bét, chiing ta khong con phai lam gi
Ngoai nhdy muda theo di€u vui thdm lang nhw nhirng thiy thu l1do luyén
truyén di.”

MASEFIELD

SANG ra nha Amazon thirc diy trwedre tién, b&i vi 1au nay hai dira nga
trong nha, chwra quen v&i 4nh ban mai roi qua vach Téu tring, nhu nha Chim
En. “Day, day di,” ching kéu may dira kia nén chealng ma’y chdc ca khu trai
da nhon nhao. “Nh& nhé,” chiing kéu, “trdn chi€n vao ding ba gio. Khong
c6 thoi gian ma T4n khdn dau.” Tinh thyc thi, du 12 da tim tap roi di 14y
stra r0i 4n sdng roi dn trrra, hinh nhw 1au that 1au kim ngén cta dong ho
ma&i bo qua dwore s6° 11 r'oi 1€t gan gan sang s& 1T trén mat dong h'6. Cai gi
mong qua s€ khdng t&i, nén cai dong h'6é bi canh gio hoai thi ¢é vé nhw lai
cd y ré ra. Nhung cudi cung thuyén tredng John cling nhin dong h'6 Tan
chét, va ha Iénh. Pai Hai Boan dong buom.

“Bon minh nén dong budm ti€n vao hay ch¢o day?” thuyén trwdng
John hoéi y v&i thuyén trwedng Nancy, khi cad hai thuyén Chim En va
Amazon dang luedt €m bén nhau theo chi€u gié thudn, ti€n gan d€n miii
phia Nam vinh Nha Be.

“Dong budm ti€n vao thi giong thiy thd hon,” thuyén tredng Nancy
dap.

“Ta s& khong & dudi gi6 khi tien t&i hin dwoe,” thuyén truedng John
bdo. “Nha be s& ndm nghénh gié. K& hoach ctia ching ta 12 di vao vinh, r'oi



nghénh gié mdi thuyén cap mot bén thuyén hin. N&u ciu cip man phai
thuyén hén thi t& s& dwa Chim En cap man trai.”

“Puorc 14m, thrra thuyén tredng,” thuyén truedng Nancy dép.

“Ha budm xudng khi chung ta cap vao. Qufmg moc sang, roi ching ta
1én thuyén hin. Hin s& tAn cong modt nhém trong bon. Khdng thé tin cong
ca hai ciing lic dwore. Canh con lai sé 1én thuyén tdn cong hén tr ding
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sau.

“Gidp 14 ca ngay to dau,” Nancy noi.

“Thé& con viéc treo co’ quyét chién thi sao?”” thuyén vién hai.

“Budc mdt nit thit trén diy ciing co &y,” thuyén treéng Nancy bio.
“Vay la duwoe r6i.”

“Nhin c& ciia hdn kia,” Roger reo 1€n, thﬁng bé dang ngoi tai vi tri mui
thuyén nhw thuwong 1€.

Ca bon da di qua miii, nhin r6 dwoc vinh Nha Bé. Nha be nam kia, neo
vao thiing phao to twdng, va trén cdt co be bé & cot bu'dbm, vdn quen treo
co hiéu dd, nay la mot 1a co that to that ky la, dang tung bay trong gié. B6
la mot 14 co mau xanh luc, ngay chinh gitra va gan nhw chodn hét cé co, la
hinh con voi tring that to. Ngwdi dan dng trén Nha Be, thuyén trwéng Flint,
da luc loi tim dem no ra cang nhan dip nay.

“Anh bi&t da’y 14 gi roi,” John néi. “Co nguoi Xiém. !

“Liic trrde t& ting tha’y co ndy,” thuyén phé Peggy bao. “Hin mang né
tw phrong Pong vEé h'di nam ngodi.”

“Ha, r'6i né s& bj ha xudng trong nhdy mét thdi 4y ma,” thuyén trudng
Nancy néi. “Ngay khi chiing ta tran 1én thuyén. Pa dio Voi! Phe Chim En
va Amazon mudn nam!”

“Ruc coi 1én nao thuyén phd!” thuyén tredng John ra 1€nh. “Hai doan
tan cong nao.”

Susan tuyt coi.

“Thoi to va lanh 1anh nhw céi 6ng trong bai tho &y,” Titty ndi.

“P¢€ em thoi cézi cho,” Roger bao, thé 1a Susan, lic nay da hét hoi, dwa
coi cho b'6i tau, thang bé thoi lién tuc cho d&€n khi né mudn no tung ra.

Hai con thuyén, mdt budom niau mot budm tring, chao di khi thdy thd
lai dwa thuyén don gié ngang man thuyén de di vao vinh. Trong mdt hai



phut gi d&’y nwdre sti bot dwdi mili thuyén. R6i, khi thuyén di vao noi tri &
miii vinh, nwdc h'o ling di. Roger ct tiép tuc tuyt coi, trng h'di, mdi khi né
12y da hoi d€ thoi. Bot nhién mot cdi dau ddi chi€c non c6i ki€u thudc dia
to twdng tho ra khoi ctra sdp tredrc cia nha be. Mot ti€ng coi khac, 1on hon
ti€ng coi cda thuyén phé Susan, vang vang trén ving nuwoc.

“Tuyt di, tuyt coi ntra di Roger!” Titty kéu.

Hai thuyén Chim En va Amazon lwét vé phia nha be, thuyén Amazon
hoi nhich 1én treoc.

“N¢&i ddy budm ra chit di, Amazon,” thuyén tredng John ra Iénh. “Nho
nhé, t& s& 1én nha bé bén man trdi. Ching ta phdi 4p doc hén cling lic daYy.”

Thuyén tredng Nancy ndi ddy bu'dom chinh ra, tha 1dng budm, thé" 1a
Chim En vot 1én trudec.

“Gio On r'oi,” thuyén tredng John goi 1omn.

Chiéc nén c6i thudc dia to twdng kia lai nh6 1€n cao hon ti cira sip
tredre, roi thuyén tredng Flint, méc 4o so’ mi cing quén ni ca rd, khin mui
soa to mau dd thit ngang eo nhw deo nijt, 'om com leo 1én boong. Hin giip
chit kho khan khi chui qua ctra sap.

“Tén cudp bi€n nay hoi bi map,” Titty ché.

Thuyén tredng Flint dang 1di hdi bén th gi d6 14 lanh trén boong
trieére. La khatu than cong nho nhd bing d'dng.

“La khau than cdng kia,” Roger thong bdo. “Hén sip khai hda day.”

Thuyén tredng Flint bat ding thealng 1én. Mot cum khoi xanh vi dai che
khud't hin trong gidy 14t, roi mot ti€hg doang vang 1én doi qua doi lai gitra
ma’y ngon doi hai bén hd.

“Xung phong!” thuyén tredng Nancy thét to.

“Xung phong!” Peggy hét.

“Xung phong!” toan bo thily thii doan Chim En ho vang.

Thuyén tredng Flint lai ban bju v&i khat ti€a than cong. Hin trit thir gi
dé6 trong cdi hop nhom vao khau than cong. Poan nhét thir gi d6 vao. Poan
dit cho né ngay ngén, nhén 18y chit gi d6 trong hop, bd vio 16 mdi dan
trén khau than cong. Hin quet diém, lai cdi xudng khau sing roi lai bat
ding 1én, Tan nay thi 18y hai tay bit tai. Lai mot dam khoi, roi ti€ng dung



dinh tai. C6 thr gi d6 roi tom xudng nwde, gitka nha be va hai doan dang
ti€n dén.

s

i f[Ri —

R
AT LS |




CO MOT TIENG NO POANG

“Chi la nui x6p thdi,” Nancy la 1én.

“Nhim vao hin truedc khi hdn nd sting T4n nira,” John quit.

Nhung thuyén tredng Flint khong phai 1a tay sing tam thwong, ngay
khi thuyén Chim En len qua dwdi dudi nha be, thi thém mot dot nd rap tir
khau than cong, va khéi 14n mui thudc sting tran lan khip thuyeén.

“Tha day 1¢o ra nao,” John va Nancy dwong nhw hd I1én cung lic, va
Chim En 13n Amazon phéng t&i ré sang hai bén man nha be.

“Tém 18y truc budm di Susan,” John goi 1on. “Kéo né xudng. Roger,
bdm chic vao ba't ctt gi cling dwoe, r'oi thit chit diy neo. TAn cong!”

C6 thanh lan can chay quanh phia boong sau nha be. Thuyén treong
John dung né d¢€ du minh 1én boong, leo qua lan can, chia tay cho Susan.
DPing lic d6 thuyén tredng Flint, viea gam 1€n, “Vinh quang hay la chét!”
vira lao 1én ciu thang din xudng ham thu. Hin lai di xudng qua ctra sip
trirde r'di chay xuyén qua ca bin. Hén tiéh t&i tay vung vt v hai chiéc gdi
dém mau dé tia trén dau. Nhwng trong nhieng trdn gidp 14 ca thé€ nay thi
quan trong khong phai la vii khi, ma Ia hai tay kia. Thuyén treéng Flint to
16n daYy, nhwng hin ciing chi ¢6 hai tay. P4m Chim En bé con thit, nhung
chung c6 dén tam tay.

Mot cdi g6i mau do tia thién t6c choi toi swot qua mot bén dau thuyén
tredng John, lam cdu ngd soai trén boong. Nhung cau bat ddy ngay, chii
dau lao dén tan cong thuyén tredng Flint. Thuyén phé Susan chup dwoc
mot trong hai céi g6i. Titty va Roger, leo dwoc 1én boong, mdi dira 6m rit
mot bén chan thuyén trudng Flint r6i bam clrng nhw ché suc khién hin
mud6n nhad’c chan di 1a phdi kéo theo cd hai. Du vay, tran chi€n da c6 nguy
co két thiic véi phan bai thudc vé phe Chim En né&u nhw thuyén truedng
Nancy cung Peggy thuyén phd, hai dira nay 1én thuyén trén boong trudec,
khong chay doc trén néc cabin, roi thét Ién mot ti€ng, phong minh vao
cudc hon chién. Thuyén tredng Nancy tr ndc ca bin nhdy chdom xudng
lung thuyén trudng Flint, kep ¢ hin. Peggy nhap vao ciing John va Susan
16i hén tir phia truedre, the 13, bi 4p ddo vé quan s&, thuyén treéng Flint nga
ap xudng boong.

“Dau hang di,” Nancy quat.



“Khong dau hang ching ndo c¢o cta ta con vay,” thuyén tredng Flint
hon hén. “Cac vi voi, cac vi voi, cac vi voi mudn nam!”

Nhwng thuyén vién Titty da phong doc theo hanh lang hep bén ngoai ca
bin. Thoét cdi, con voi tring khong I'6 chdp chdi roi xudng boong trude.

“Chting ta thing r'6i,” John hét 1én. “Co nha nguoi da bi ha.”

“Th& w, danh vay,” thuyén tredng Flint chat vat ng'6i ddy, nhin 1én cot
co tro’ troi. “Nhanh tay dd’y. Nhwng néng qud. Ta dau hang.” Hin ndm sdng
soai, thd phi pho nang nhoc.

“Tréi hin lai,” thuyén tredng Nancy ra Iénh.

Peggy nhit cuon day thirng dang nim sin da’y 1én, roi John va Peggy
cung nhau tréi hai chin tén ti nhan lai. Poan, nho’ ma’y dira kia gidp strc, ca
bon 1in hin qua va tréi hai cdnh tay. Poan chiing 16i Xénh xéch hén doc
boong thuyén, nha’c phan than trén tén ti binh 1&én, d&€ hin ngdi trén boong,
lung dwra vao ca bin. Hin d& vat qua mot bén. John kéo hin ng'd6i day thi
hin lai d& nghiéng qua bén kia. “Ta s& dung mi diy Ian nita,” Peggy néi,
“nhwng n€u mi ma nga ra nita thi cit nim d6 ludn di nhé.”

Pung luc d6 Titty quay lai.

“Né&u chiing ta bit hin phdi budc qua van thi da c6 sin van trén boong
triedre r'0i kia,” con bé thdng bdo.

“Béit hin budc cht,” Nancy la 1én. “Ti nita thi t& quén khudy mat.
Nhung bon minh 1am sao dwa hin ra duoc d6 day?”

Thuyén tredng Flint ngo ngudy hai ban chan, quay dau bén nay bén
kia.

“Ta khong phai rin,” hin bio, “ta khong th& di ma khong c6 chan.”

“Bon minh phai bing cich nao dé dwa dwge hin ra boong trede thoi,”
thuyén tredng Nancy bao.

“Tha chan hin ra ma bét hin budc qua ca bin,” Peggy dé nghi.

“Noc ca bin khong chiu dugc sirc nang cla ta,” tén ti binh ndi.

“PE€ ti binh di dwdi kia thi khong an toan dau,” Titty bao. “Ching c6
the’ dot phdo thi€u rui ca thuyén day.”

“Bon minh s& din hin di qua hanh lang,” thuyén treéng Nancy bao.
“Hén s& khong ddm viing dau khi hai tay bj tréi.”



Thé& 1a cd bon thdo day thirng quanh chan tu binh. Vat va m6t h'di chidng
m&i deng ti binh ding 1€n dwgrc. Tén tu binh ¢t chwe ngdi bét xudng ngay
1ap tirc.

“Thdi trd &y di nhé,” thuyén trudng Nancy bdo, “bang khong mi s& dau
don hon da’y. Pau hon nhiéu day.”

Mot d4u s¢i thing van con quan quanh hai tay va ngwoi tén t binh. Ca
bon tréi that chit, d€ cho dau kia s¢i thirng ¢6 chirc nang nhw 1a day neo
hay day tdp di vdy. Nancy va Peggy giwr 1d8y day, di tredc doc theo hanh
lang chat hep. Tén ti binh, 14y hét sitc gi cho thing bang, di theo ngay
sau. John va Susan di theo sau sat. Roger va Titty chay ra tredc qua néc ca
bin.

Trén boong trirdrc ¢ cdi mdy to1i, te d6 1a mot soii xich dan xudng thiing
phao to ma nha bé neo vao. C6 ca khau ti€u than cong bang dong. Chigc
nén coi thudc dia mau tring nam trén ctra sap tredc. Mot hdc khéa gan cot
budm nhd, dwdi chan cdt trén boong 1a 14 ¢ xanh luc mang hinh voi tring.
Phia man phdi boong 12 tAm védn nhdy, & chd ndy, vao nhitng ngay hanh
phic, chi nhan nha bé quen ding né d&€ nhdy um xudng mdi budi sang. C6
kha nang né dworc thiét k& cho ti nhan di [am m'6i cho cd mép. Nhin thay
van nhay, thuyén tredng Flint run 12y ba 1ay bay khi€n cho dam hai tic day
quy&t tim kia suyt thi nao 1ong dui chiing da bét hin, chi&m thuyén hin va
gior dang gilr diy tréi hin dé phong moi nd lyc thodt than.

“Pirng lai day,” thuyén tredng Nancy gam guw. Thuyén tredng John
moi that 1a d6 do'c, nhung trong vai viéc thi thuyén tredng Nancy khong
the’ khong cam dau duorc.

“Troéi tu binh vao cdt budm,” co bé ra 1€nh, 1€nh dwoc thi hanh.

“Purng c6 cwoi,” ¢O bé r6ng vao mat tén t nhan.

“Pi gidp tén cwdp bién kia chui ra khdi cdi nén c6i cua ta di,” thuyén
tredng Flint bao.

Roger, thﬁng bé bbi tau, dd nhat cai nén cdi to twdong 1én ma ddi vao,
thé 1a ca dau né lot thdm trong nén. Mot ddi ngung 1ing khi thuyén phé
Susan gitip thing bé chui ra khdi nén.

“Vui long gitip ddi nén 1én cho ta nhé,” tén th binh bdo. “Udc nguyén
cudi cling 4y ma. C4i dau héi clia ta khdng chiu ndi 4nh nang mit troi.”



Thuyeén phé Susan doi nén 1én cho hén, r6i tén ti binh, nglic ngic cai
déu, ldc cho n6n vao dung vi tri.

“Nao, thuyén tredng John,” Nancy 1€n ti€ng. “Ching ta phai xem xét
nhitng tdi hdn pham phai. Tdi 1o'n nha't 1A muwu phan. C4 mua heé nay hin
thong d6ng v&i bon thd dan.”

“Toi dao ngii,” Peggy néi. “Hin bd ching t&.”

“Hén d&n ddo Meo Hoang, vao khu trai ctia ching t& khi ching t&
khong c6 médt & d6,” dén lwot Titty.

“Hin goi thuyén tredng John 12 ¢ néi 140,” Nancy thém.

“P4a’y 1a nham 14n thoi,” thuyén tredng Flint voi chira. “Bon ta da gidng
hoa vé vy nay roi ma.”

“Th&” thi chting ta tha cho hin t6i d6 vay,” thuyén treéng Nancy bdo.
“Nhwng chang 520. MaAy tdi kia cta hin ciing da qua dd roi. Biéu quyét
xem ai mudn han di qua van nao!”

Tay Nancy va Peggy gio’ 1€n cdi rup. Ca tay cia Titty nira. Ca tay Roger.
John va Susan thi lai ngan ngu.

“Oi troi coi kia,” Nancy kéu, “khong dworec mui 1ong che. TA'm van kia
coi ngon qua bo phi sao dwgc.”

“T& nghi ta nén cho hin mot co hdi,” John bdo. “Céi tréi tay hin, d&
hin boi di gitr mang.”

“Pwore thoi,” Nancy noi. “Bon minh s€ dong y chuyén nay. Gio tay hét
chi?”

Moi cénh tay cung gio lén.

Roger dang nhin qua mdt bén thuyén.

“Cé6 nhiéu c4 map khong nhi?” thing bé héi.

“Ca tri€u con,” tén tu binh rén ri.

“Bit mat han lai,” thuyén tredng Nancy néi. “Khin tay day.”

“Sach khéng da’y?” tén tu binh hoi.

“Thoi, d& hin dung khin clia Peggy vay. Khiin ctia Peggy hom qua con
sach,” Nancy dap.

Khan tay ctia Peggy tham chi con chwra dwo'c mé ra. Khan nhanh chéng
duwoc gap thanh dai bing, bit quanh mét thuyén tredng Flint.



“Thao hén ra khdi cot budm, dwa hin 1én van,” Nancy ra 1énh.

Thuyén phé Susan va John thdo hin khdi cot budm. Rdi cdi tréi cho
hai tay. Tén tu binh ndng nhoc xoay qua xoay lai. Cu61 cung, Titty va Roger
tr sau day t&i, Peggy, John va Susan cung diu hin budc 1én van. Thuyén
tredng Nancy khoanh tay dirng nhin.

“Gio thi bude di!” ¢6 bé quat.

Thuyén trwedng Flint, mit bit kin, nhich dan hai chan doc theo véin
nhtn. Hin ding lai, run ray toan than, khi tim van nhidn oian xudng run run
dudi stre niing cia hén.

Thuyén tredng Nancy gidm chin. “Buwdce di, @6 vo dung kia,” ¢6 bé
quat.

Thuyén tredng Flint nhich thém mot hai buwde, cho dén khi dén dwoc
dAu van, xa tit bén trén mat nwdc.

“Ra long throng,” hin van nai. “Xin hay ra 1ong throng!”

“Buwdc ngay,” Nancy nat, “khong thi...!”

Thuyén tredng Flint tuyét vong budc téi, sdi mdt bwdc dai vao gitra
khong trung. Hin roi 1on vong xudng. Nudc bin 1én tung tée 1am wdt cd
bon Chim En 14n Amazon dang ding trén boong nha be. Thuyén trudng
Flint d@ ma't hdt, con lai mdi chiéc nén cdi ndi Iénh bénh, khé bap bénh
trong lan nworc.

“Biét dau hin khong biét boi nhi,” Titty néi. “Minh khdng nghi dén
kha ning nay.”

Nhuwng ngay lic d6 cai dau héi to ¢ ctua thuyén tredng Flint nho 1€n
khdi mit nwde. Hin phun khac phi phi, giat chi€c khan tay ra khoi mét, roi
lai chim xudng.

R'6i hén lai troi 1én, Tan nay gan chd chiéc nén. Han chdp 18y nén, ném
cai n6n xoay mong mong lén boong nha be.

“Hén boi dwoc ngon lanh ma,” Titty néi.

Thd't nhién hin ré 1&n. “C4 map, c4 map!” han rd rit, roi ving vay dap
nudc hét ¢&, hdn boi vao thiing phao to ctia nha be. Hin tréo 1én diy, du
tray trdt mot vai Tan. Cudi cling hén ciing ng'di xoac duwoc chan trén thling
phao.



“Noi nay day nghet c4 map,” hin goi 16n. “Mot con dang gim chén ta
day nay.”

Hin tudt qua mdt bén thiing phao, boi vao bén hdng nha be, vira boi
vira quiy nwdc um sim.

“DAy, tha day!” hin la 1én, tr'6i 1én thup xudng trong nwde, hai canh tay
vay dap, trong khi hai nha Chim En vA Amazon nhin xudng quan sét trd
viing vay cta hén.

“Bon minh quing ddy cho hdn nhé?” Susan hdi. “Hén & dwdi nude
cing lau roi1 day.”

“Mi s€ khdng bao gior lién minh véi tho dan nira chtr?” Nancy hoi.

“Thé c¢6 gan d6ng cla cwdp bi€n, khdng bao gior,” thuyén tredng Flint
dap, thoi phut phit nhw con hai ma tr'éi 1én d€ tho.

“Bon ta s€ quazmg day cho mi,” Nancy noi.

“C6 thang day thi hay hon,” thuyén tredng Flint néi. “Dén tudi nay r'oi
ta béo qua khong du day noi ntra. C6 cai thang day ngay canh véan nhin &Yy,
y la tAm véan ay. Thang da dwoc budc ky. Cac nguoi chi viéc queamg dau
thang day chwa budc xuéng thoéi.”
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THUYEN TRUONG FLINT BUOC QUA VAN




John quing thang didy xudng, chdc sau thuyén trwedng Flint lai ding
trén boong thuyén cia minh, nwdc ndi nhd long tong tir ngwoi, roi thoat
qua may 15 thoat nwdc. Hin ng'd6i xudng may toi khoanh tay trede nguec.
“Ha vAy 1 xong roi ddy,” hin néi. “Ngay cd cudp bién Amazon ciing
khong nhan tAm dén ndi bit ngudi ta di qua véan hai T'4an trong mdt ngay. Kia
Roger, dang tim c4 mip phdng?”

Roger ndy gio’ c nhin xudng ving nwdc bén dwdi boong nha be.

“T6i tin 1a chglng c6 con nao dau,” thing bé dap. “It nhat thi cling khong
bw cho 14m.”

“Thing nhéc Iwu manh kia thA'y budn vi ta da khong bd lai tay chan gi
d6 cho ca map chir gi,” thuyén tredng Flint néi. “Gior cac nguoi sé lam gi
véi ta day?” hin néi thém. “Céc ngwoi di chidém dwoc thuyén cla ta, ha
con voi kha kinh ctia ta xudng, tréi ta nhw tréi ga, budc ta di qua van. Ta di
qua ro1, né dworc dam cd map, leo lai Ién boong trinh dién day nay. Céc
nguwoi ¢ thd’y bao tdi ac cla ta da dwoc tay hét roi khong? Vi n€u roi
thi...” Hin ngirng.

“Thi sao?” thuyén tredng Nancy hoi.

“Thi moi cudc chi€n oanh liét trén bién déu két thic bang mot budi yén
tiéc,” thuyén tredng Flint ddp. “Cé ngay mot bira dang cho’ trong ca bin kia
kia, ma chi ¢6 con vet dirng gac d6 thoi. PE cho ta xudng dwdi kia bat 10
1€n trong khi thay quéan 4o khd, roi s€ khong c¢6 gi ngan can ching ta dung
tiec duoc.”

Chéng ai ¢6 ¥ ki&n phan doi gi.

Thuyén tredng Flint cidi nguoi chui qua ctra sip trede. Chdp sau 6ng
tho dau 1én.

“Ma nay,” 6ng noi, “bac nghi may dira mudn kéo co hai tic trén tau
chién loi phdm. My dira s& tim ra c& trong ngin khéa kia nhé.” Ong lai
thup dau xudng, cd bon nghe thd'y 6ng va dm dm & khoang duwdi. Peggy
m¢& hdc khéda canh ¢t bu'dm, va ngay kia, ngay trén mat, 1a 14 co mau den
mang hinh d4u ldu va hai khiic xwong chéo to c& bing con voi. Con bé
cung Titty thdo co voi khdi day kéo co roi méc 14 co hdi tic vao. R6i, sau
ti€ng reo ho clia ca hai thay thd doan, Peggy kéo co’ 1én dinh cot budm.

Pau thuyén tredng Flint lai tho ra khoi ctra sap.



“Thé& xudng day thi sao nhi?” 6ng ndi. “Tot nha't may dira nén xudng
qua 181 cAu thang dan. V&i lai coi ching dAu nhé, dit bac cho 1a dau may
dira chzatng c6 cdi nao gdp nguy nhi€u nhw dau cua bac day.”

“Péu cua bac c6 that dang gdp nguy a?” Titty thich thd nhin vao dau
ong.

“Khong phai vi tdi dai nghich,” thuyén truedng Flint dap. “Ma chi 1a bi
va trén dwong di vao ca bin thoi.”

mecy dang nhin mang 1on chdy den trén madi ca bin.

“U thi,” c6 bé néi v&i thuyén tredng Flint, “gitta cuedp bién véi nhau,
ta ra't 13y lam ti€c 1a vu kia gay ton tha't d&€n nhw thé". Ta chaamg hé nghi la
loai Ay lai chdy qua ca hai mgt. Khong phai né chi nd cdi dung thoi sao?”

“Pring 1a chi n0 thoi,” thuyén tredng Flint ndi, roéi lai bién di.

Anh em nha Chim En vd Amazon di d&n cudi thuyén t&i cau thang d&
xudng ca bin. Hai thuyén tredng cung hai thuyén pho6 di theo hanh lang
bén ngoai, thuyén vién v&i boi tau thi bang qua néc ca bin.

Ca bin nay trong ding la cia tén cwdp bién gidi nghé. Thuyén tredng
Flint d3 lao ddng cit lyc, don dep sip x&p lai sau vu trom, nén may birc
trong gior lai treo day cdc loai vii khi la d&i cling nhirng mén la mét tir nim
chau bdn be. Ta't thdy nhirng thir khdong bi be hay bj queamg xudng bi€n déu
dwoee tra lai ding vi tri. Ngay gitra ca bin 1a mot chi€c ban dai va hep, gh€¢
sap hai bén. Con vet xanh dang d4u trén lwng mdt trong ma’y chiéc ghé.

“Pdng an tdm, dong dn tdm, n61 dong an tam di!” Nancy Blackett n6i
v&i con vet.

“Polly xinh dep,” con vet noi.

“May khong xirng lam vet clia cudp bi€n gi ca,” Nancy bdo.

“May ghé& nay dwore vit cirng xudng san nha chr a?”” Roger hoi.

“Khong dau,” Peggy dap.

“Trén tau cta bd thi ching dwore vit hét da’y,” Roger ndi.

“Trong vinh nay bién khong dong 14m,” mdt giong ndéi vong ra tir 167
ctra vao boong trén.

Ti€ng ri ri cta 10 Primus d6t nhién ngung lai. Thuyén trwedng Flint, gio’
da thay quén 4o khd, bud'c vao mang theo &m nwde 1on.



“Tim chd ng'di xudng di,” 6ng bao, bon tré luc tuc ng'di, va bira tiéc bit
dau. Qua la bira tiéc ngon nhat tir trwdc t&i nay ma thuyén tredng Flint ¢6
thé’ dat mua & Rio. Vi du nhé, c6 kem, loai hwong dau hin hoi. Cé banh
y&n mach mat den réi banh mi tron ric dwong roi banh tron trdi ciy khd
roi banh quy girng r'6i banh quy s6 cd la. Pau tién l1a cd mo6t ndi sandwich.
R6i mdt 6 banh dwoe boc trong gidy. Khi gidy goi dwgrc go ra, trén 6 banh
12 mot birc tranh hai chiéc thuyén con duwoc nin bing kem h'dng trén nén
kem tring.

“Thuyén Chim En va Amazon kia,” Roger reo 1én.

“Thi chu dich 1a vay ma,” thuyén tredng Flint noi.

Tinh ban gitta nha Chim En v&i nha Amazon va tén cudp bién giai
nghé nhanh chéng gia ting khi bira yé&n tiéc tiép dién. P&n ndi, khi thuyén
tredng Flint tinh nhén 187y it kem dau thi thuyén phé Susan ngan ong lai.

“Béac khong dwoc dn kem sau khi vira nhay khoi van dau a,” cd bé bao.
“Me néi néu vira tim xong ma an kem thi s€ bi lanh bung.”

“U nhi, ding 1a khong nén that,” thuyén tredng Flint néi, roi thay vao
da’y chon 18y mot mi€ng banh.

“Priing la bac nhay van tai tinh vo cung,” Titty bao.

“Tap mai thanh quen thdi,” thuyén treang Flint dap.

Con vet tho md vao gan nhw 1a moi thir, nhwng ¢6 vé thich ma’y miéng
dwong nha't. Titty chia tay ra cho con vet, con vet leo 1én ¢4 tay con bé, di
doc lén tin vai no.

“Nam t&i ching ta s€ lam mot chuyén di d€n noi nao ciy coi toan la
vet thoi,” con bé bao.

“Ta phai nghi ra tro gi d6 that thd vi cho nam t&i di,” thuyén tredng
Flint bao. “Tai day, ngay ldc nay, bac hira véii may dira 1a bac sé khong viét
sach viét vo gi nira. Bac s€ giai hét nghé, chi con lam cwdp bién thoi.
Nhwng ma, néi vé vet thi, miia ddng nay bac sé di xudng mi€n Nam, roi sé
mang vai con vé né€u chau mudn.”

“That khong a?” Titty héi.

“That,” thuyén tredng Flint dép.

“M0dt con vet bi€t chiri thé ding ki€u nhé?”” Nancy noi.

“M0ot con Irru manh hét ¢ luén,” thuyén tredng Flint bao.



“Thé& con khi thi sao a?” Roger héi.

Thuyén tredng Flint 16i ra cay but va tap ghi chép.

“Mon hang. Mot con khi,” 6ng vira néi vira ghi chép. “Cé dudi hay
khong nao?”

“C6 duoi a,” Roger dap. “Ki€u kia chi 1a vwegrn thoi.”

“Pirng dem vet xanh vé cho bon chau lam gi a,” Nancy bao. “Mang vé

mA’y con mau xdm cé dudi dd Ay. P& bon chau cim 16ng dd cho may miii
tén thay vi 10ng xanh.”
_ Thuyeén tredng Flint mé miéng tinh ndéi gi nhwng r'oi ngdm lai ngay.
Ong quic mét nhin Nancy Blackett, r6i nhin vao hii dung mitt trén ké,
trong hii chi con von ven mdt cong 16ng xanh cung vai cdi 6ng thong di€u.
Nancy Blackett nhin lai 6ng.

“Ldi do bac 1a ké thu thdi,” co bé bao. “V&i lai bon chéu c¢6 14y gi dau
ngoai ma’y cong 16ng. L& ra bon chdu da danh chim ca con thuyén &Yy cht.
Nhwng thoi, gior bac lai vé phe bon chau roéi.”

“Pung that,” thuyén tredng Flint néi. “Nhwng bdc dang thic mic khong
biét that sy da cé bao nhiéu vu dot nhap cwdp pha r'6i.”

“C6 mdi mot thoi,” Nancy néi. “Cdi Tan bon chdu vao thi khong phai
trdm cwop gi ca. Chi 1a mdt cude bao thu chinh dang.”

“Ngay mai may dwra tinh lam gi day?” chdp sau thuyén tredng Flint
héi. “La ngay cudi cling cda ca bon phdi khong nao?”

“Pi cAu cd nhé?” Peggy dé nghi. “Lau 14m r6i bon ch4u chuwra di cau lai.
Béc c¢6 the’di cung né€u mudn.”

“Ping da’y,” Nancy néi. “Thuyén cua bac hop d€ di cau hon thuyén
bon chdu nhiéu. V&i lai bac biét cd nhitng chd td't nira.”

“Béac di cung nhé,” John moi.

“Nhé nhé,” Susan noi.

“A, n&u mai troi khong gi6 18m thi ching ta ¢ the c6 nguyén ngay ddy.
Bic s& di, nhung khong khéi hanh sé'm 14m dwoc dau. Va roi ching ta s&
1én k& hoach cho tro hay rung roii cho nam téi.”

“Ngay mai chdu khéng di cau dau,” thuyén vién Titty bao.

“Sao lai khong?” Susan hoi.

“Em s€ di san lung kho bau.”



“O dau chir?”

“P3o Chim C&¢c. Em chéc kho bau vin con d6. Y em la chiéc rwong
ay.”

“T6n thoi gian vo ich thoi, thuyén vién a,” thuyén tredng Flint bao.

“Chau biét n6 dang & d6 ma,” Titty néi. “V&i lai Roger cling ¢6 th€ di
cung n€u ndé mudn.”

“Thé& thi ngay mai s€ c6 hai cudc tham hieém vay,” thuyén tredng Flint
1€n ti€ng. “Mot 1a di tim kho bdu, mot 1a di sdan cad voi. Chéau thdy sao ha
Roger?”

“Chau s€ di voi Titty,” Roger ddp. Vay la quyét dinh nhw the’, di Susan
c6 ndi 1a, “Hai dira khong dwoe di mot minh trie khi troi yén bién lang.”

Sau khi bwra yén tiéc két thic, ma buwa tiéc kéo dai that dai, Peggy 1én
ti€ng, “O béac Jim nay.”

“Ong &Yy c6 phai bac Jim dau, con thon,” Nancy néi.

“T4t nhién 1a khong,” Peggy déap. “O thuyén tredng Flint nay, 6ng van
con cdi phong ¢cam ch?”

“Tang bon chau mdt bai nao,” thuyén tredng Nancy bao.

“Néu may dira nhdy diéu thdy thd thi bac tang ngay.”

“Trong ca bin nay khong du chd.”

“Vay thi ra sau dudi thuyén di.”

Thuyén tredng Flint 16i ra mot chiéc phong ¢cim to twdng tr ca bin
truede.

“May sao tén trom khong tim thd’y cdi ndy,” 6ng bdo, “bing khong hin
chic chin da 14y di roi. Nhung c6 1& hén lai khong c6 tai nghe nhac.”

Moi nguoi kéo ra boong sau. Thuyén tredng Flint ng'di trén lan can
choi m6t ban nhac thdy thi, trong khi thuyén tredng Nancy thi nhdy mda.

“Bon em dau c6 nhdy kiéu dé,” Titty bao.

“Xem ki€u cda chau l1a thé nao nao,” thuyén tredng Flint ndi.

Ong dao hoai dao mii, Nancy va Peggy nhay theo ki€u ctia minh con
thuyén tredng John, thuyén phé Susan, thuyén vién Titty va boi tau Roger
nhay theo kiéu cia may anh em. Cach day cd dam con nghe thdy ti€ng
chan gidm trén san boong gitra troi xanh thinh ldng. Thuyén trwdng Flint
kéo dan mdi lic mot nhanh hon. Nha Chim En vd Amazon nhdy mdi lic



mot don dap hon, cho dén }(hi diéu nhac qua nhanh d&n ndi khong con 1a
diéu nhac ntra, va ca bon quang minh xu6ng san boong, mét dir dw.

“Oi gio m&i biét minh da phi cd mot mua he,” thuyén tredng Flint
than.

R'61 Ong laiA dan, va ngay 1ap tirc, khi bon nho 18y lai dwoe hoi, ching
cat ti€ng hat. Ong choi bai “Nh&ng cO nang Tay Ban Nha”, bai “C4 voi”,
bai “Amsterdam”, bai “Ha do védn han th6i”, bai “Ra di dé€n Rio”, r'oi nhi€u
bai khic nwra.

Cudi cung troii sap toi.

“Pén ngoai cang ctia bon minh khong thip,” thuyén trudng John suc
nh¢ ra.

“Minh phai quay veé tredre khi trovi t6i thoi,” thuyén phé Susan noi.

“Ma hau nhw chaamg con chit gié nao,” dé€n Iwot thuyén tred'ng Nancy.
“Ta di ngay khi van con strc chéo nao.”

“Mai san ca voi nhé,” thuyén tredng Flint néi khi 6ng chao tam biét.

“San kho bau a,” thuyén vién Titty bao.

Vai phiit sau thuyén Chim En va Amazon da hwéng ra khdi vinh.

Thuyén tredng Flint ti ngwoi vao lan can do6i theo bon nhd. Ti€ng nhac
cta dng vang qua mit nwdc dén tn chd bon nhéc cho d&n khi ching di qua
khdi miii ngoai vinh va dén duorc giod.

“Ong &y that 12 mot cudp biéh tot bung,” thuyén tredng John néi.

“Ti€c la ong gia qua,” Roger bao.

“Pau c6 gia 1dm dau,” Titty noi.
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TITTY di ngt v&i mot y nghi kién quyét trong dau, va sang hom sau
thirc ddy y nghi &y vAn con nguyén. N6 bd ra xem thir hom &Yy thoi tiét thé”
1’15210. La mdt ngay dep troi khong gié 14m, ding y nhw né mudn, Vi/ noé biet
rang néu c6 gié 1on thi né va Roger sé khong dwge ty dem Chim En di ma
khong ¢6 thuyén tredng hay thuyén phé theo cung.

“Roger, ddy mau,” n6 goi.

“C6 chuyén gi thé?” thuyén tredng John hai.

“Biét dau c6 ké khdc lai phdng tay trén.”

“Phdng cdi gi?”

“Kho bdu trén ddo Chim C&c chir gi. Em v&i Roger di tim n6 day.”

“Nhwng bon minh da tim qua r'6i, & dé cé gi dau.”

“Hom nay la ngay cudi cia bon minh,” Titty wong nganh dap, “v&i lai
anh v&i Susan da cho phép bon em ma. Em doan chic kho bdu & day.”

“Nhung thuyén truedng Flint sip sang, va cd ddm s& di cau.”

“Em v&i Roger s€ di tim kho bau. T61 qua da quyét thé con gi. Voi lai
troi ¢6 gi6 dau.”

“Em s€ tha't vong ndo n€ cho xem Titty a,” Susan ngai ngu bao.

“Em tim ra thi s€ chealng tha't vong dau,” Titty cai.

“Nao, Roger, ra ngoai di,” thuyén treéng John bdo, “ma tim xong bon
em di qua bo’ bén kia 187y stra V€ nhé.”

“Hoém nay phai 18y gdp d6i vi ¢c6 nha Amazon v&i lai thuyén tredng
Flint ntra,” thuyén phé goi v&i theo. “Bon minh phai mang theo stra khi di
san ca voi.”

Sang hom &y thang bé boi tau va thuyén vién tim that nhanh. Thuyen
vién chiang budn quan tdm d&n ngoc trai, né lua thing bé 1én lau ngudi



ngay sau khi thing bé chirng td 1a né c6 the boi dwoc ca hai kifu, boi sap
voi boi ngra. R'61 hai dira voi vang qua bo bén kia 18y stra. Ching quay vé
thi thAy moi ngwdi, trir thuyén phé thuyén Chim En, déu dang ban ron soan
can cu.

“Khong phai ciu sé di sang ddo Chim C6¢ that dd'y chir, thuyén vién?”
Peggy héi. “Cau bié€t bén d6 ch?ing c6 gi ma. T6t hon la di sin cd voi voi
bon t& nao.”

Nhung thuyén vién Titty khong chiu nghe, con bdi tau Roger du thich
vu sin cd voi 1dm nhung di quyét di theo thuyén vién ma't roi.

Sau diém tam, trong khi ma’y dira kia chon ron di bét c4 long tong stra
soan s&n cho thuyén tredng Flint thi thuyén phé Susan lam cho mdi dira
mot goéi sandwich 1on cling banh mi ngot, roi dwa cho mdi dira mdt chai
stra.

“Nhé nay Roger, Titty sé chi huy, em phai lam theo ba't cr diéu gi chi
em bao daYy.”

“Vang thwa thuyén phé,” thang bé dap.

“Bon em dung gi lam cudc dwgre day nhi?” thuyén vién hoi.

“Em dau c6 can cudc,” thuyén pho dap.

“Cén chir a. Kho bau c¢6 th€ sdu v6 cung.”

“Pem bua theo 1,” John bao.

“Bon em ciing can la ban ntra, mot hai d6 cé cac bo xwong, ca anh cay
cdinwra.”

“Em c6 thé mang theo la ban, n€u biét giw ky.”

“Thoi, dung di 1au qua day,” thuyén phé néi. “Hai dira phai trong theo
bon chi di dau v&i thuyén tredng Flint, r'6i khi chan céi ddo &y roi, hai dira
c6 th€ di ra theo. Bon chi s€ mang theo can cdu cda hai dia.”

M4y anh em mang lwong thyc dy trir di ra cang. John cdt cdt budm
cling budm trén thuyén di. Moi ngwoi chidc hai chi em may maén, thuyén
vién ciing thing bé boi tau 1én dwong, Titty chdng sio d&y Chim En ra khoi
cang.

“Purng ¢ lai d&y 1au qué nhé,” thuyén phé Susan goi voi theo.

“Pi cau cd voi cung hay hon nhiéu em a,” thuyén tredng Nancy goi.



Pau oc Titty dang mong mong bao viéc nén n6 khong nghi ra duwoc cau
tra lovi.

Ngay khi ra khéi dao, thuyén vién Titty dwa cho Roger mdt mdi cheo.
Hai dra ng'6i canh nhau trén thanh van ngang.

“Em gitr d€u nhip voi chi nhé, b'oi tau,” thuyén vién bao.

“Vang.”

Titty nha’c cheéo khdi mat nwdre. Roger kéo mét nhip.

“B6i tau,” thuyén vién bao, “em khong dwoc néi ‘Vang’.”

“Vang thwa thuyén tredng,” b'6i tau dap.

“Ching ta s€ cap vao mdt hon dao hoang, d€’ di tim kho bau cia hai tic
- 1a kho bau ma ching da cudp ti tay thuyén tredng Flint. C6 th€ ¢6 cua
dat, hay cd si'u, hay da thir quan thu. Kho bau c6 th€ dwgrc chon siu cling
xwong ngwoi chét. Ching ta ¢6 th€ ma't ca doi di tim nd...”

“Susan bao bon minh khong dwoc di qua lau ma.”

“Y caa thuyén pho 13, ding phi thoi gian. Ching ta s& khong phi thoi
gian, nhung ta khong bao gio’ biét viéc tim kho bau s€ ma't mot hay hai nim
dau. Chung ta phai d61 mat v&i hi€m nguy. Phai sat canh bén nhau. Va em
phai lam theo nhtrng gi dwoe bdo.”

“Vang thwa thuyén tredng.”

“Nao, gio, ciing ldc v&i chi nhé... chéo nao.”

Ca hai ciing cheo, thuyén Chim En, von kha ning néu cheo, vi hinh
déng 14n @6 din, di chuyén theo dwdorng dich déc bing ngang qua h'd.

Thuyén vién Titty bi€t cr mai nhin ra sau vai la khong phai cach, nhwng
no lai khong rd n&u khong lam thé thi x& 1y thé nao. Pi dwoe nira duwong
thi n6 14’y ludn hai chéo, bit Roger ng'di sau dudi ma b l4i.

Pao Chim C6c chi la mot go da Ion da bé nhd 1én khdi mat nwée. Trén
da’y c6 it bui thach nam va cé dai, nhung it 18m, v&i lai hai cdi cay déu da
chét. Mot trong hai cdy ndm dai trén bai d4. Cay nay bi trdc gdc tir lau,
quanh da’y chi c6 maYy tang da 1én. Cay con lai, trui tro’ coi coc, than 16m
do'm vét phan chim tring, 13 noi dau cia ddm chim céc.



“Bon minh d&n gan 14m r'éi,” Roger néi. “Em c6 th& nhin ra may con
chim kia.”

Titty nhin quanh. Hai con chim c6c, 16ng den, c0 dai, md loang vét
tring, bay vut di sa thAp trén mit nwée. Hai con khic dang cho trén canh
cao nha't cua cdi cay chét.

“Chiing dang canh gac kho bau day,” Titty bao.

“Mot trong hai con vira nudt hét con ca,” Roger thong bdo. “Gio ca hai
bay di r6i.”

Hai con chim cdc cudi cung bay vut khoi cidy duoi theo hai con kia,
thoat dau chao di tham thap, roi bay cao lén, bang qua mat ho, dé€n tin
mém Darien, roi si xudng nwedc noi cad Roger 1an Titty déu khong nhin
thdy dworc.

“Thuyén tredng Flint kia,” Roger kéu lén. Hai dra c6 th€ thdy con
thuyén to cta 6ng gitta vinh Nha B& va ddo Méo Hoang. Ong dang trén
dwong dén nhip bon v&i doan tham hi€m san ca voi.

Hai chi em vAy vay tay, nhung thuyén tredng Flint dang chéo quay
leng vé phia ching, & mai tdn bén kia h'6.

“Pay 1a chd chi da neo con Amazon nay,” thuyén vién noi, “roi chi nghe
tha’y bon cudp bién chéo ngang qua, roi va vao da.”

“Cudp bien that &y ha?” b'di tau hai.

“Chi khong nhin dvgc chang,” Titty dap, “nhwng chi nghe thdy ti€ng
cheo xudng, roi nghe dwoec bon ching tro chuyén. Ching néi tuc théi roi.
R01 chi nghe thd’y chung va vao da.”

“Bén phia nay toan da khong ha,” b'6i tau bao.

Titty cham cham cheéo vong quanh déo. chfmg c6 chd nao cap Chim En
vao duorc.

“Chd bon minh cap vao cliing thuyén tredng Flint kia kia,” Roger noi.

“Thuyén ctia 6ng &y ¢6 phan mii hep,” Titty dap. “Bon minh khong the
dwa Chim En vao d6 duoc.”

Con bé chéo ra d&n gan cyc Bic hon ddo.

“Trong cé vé nhr minh ¢6 th€ men doc tang da kia dwoe kia,” né bao,
“nhwng bon minh s€ khdng cip vao. Thuyén tredng John néi minh phai can
than khi cip thuyén. Nén coi chirng nhé.”



Thuyén Chim En chi va hoi manh khi cham vao ting d4, nhung ciing
khong sao. Thuyén vién ['6m com leo ra cung day neo, tay gix mép thuyén,
trong khi boi tau cling ra theo.

“Em mang la ban nhé?”” n6 hoi.

“Pwng,” thuyén vién ddp, “minh d¢€ lai trén thuyén di, d&€n khi nao can
mo&i 18y. Nheng ma mang theo cudc v&i lai chuyén d6 an ra day. Bo céi
chai lai thi hon.”

B01 tau dwa go6i sandwich cho thuyén vién. Poan n6 dwa buia cho con bé
roi treo ra.

“Gio’ ching ta budc chat ddy neo quanh tang da kia, ngay tdn dau mut
day. Gi6 c6 thoi thi cling tv hwdng Nam 1én, nén thuyén s€ ndi ma khong
va vao gi ca. Minh s€ d€ d6 an lai trén tang da.”

Xong xudi, thuyén vién dirng ngdm nghia thuyén minh vai phit, con
thuyén dang lang yén dong dwa & cudi diy neo dai, hoan toan khong gap
nguy hiém gi.

“Thé" 1a thuyén on roi,” cudi cung Titty 1én ti€ng. “Gio d€n lwot kho
bau thoi.”

That kh6 nhoc lam sao khi di trén da soi, ai cling tha’y vay, k€ ca thuyén
tredng Flint, khi cd bon d&n dy tim cdi rvong biddnh cép, hdm truedc ngly
dién ra tran chién trong vinh Nha Be. P&i v&i thing bé bdi thu va thuyén
vién thi qua 1a khé khin vo ctuing. P4 cirng chia ra tir moi phia. Gitra ching
12 may khe ket sdu hodm, rong dd cho ban chian méic ket vao nhung lai
khong da d€ rit chan ra. R'6i lai con thém sdi nam lin 16¢ khip noi, sé lin
treeot di khi ta gidm 1én. Hai k& sin ling kho bau phdi mat cd budi mdi di
dwoc tir dau nay sang déu kia ddo.

“Em mung vi tui minh sdng trén ddo Méo Hoang chir khong phai &
day,” Roger noi.

“Pay la ddo hoang thyc thu ma,” Titty bdo. “D& mét tim bd xwong
ngwoi nhé.”

“Chd nay nhiéu xwong 14m né,” mot hai phit sau Roger goi.

“Xwong that ch?” Titty hdi vdi lai.

“Xwong nho nhd,” Roger dap.



Titty leo vong qua mot phién da dén chd Roger dang dirng nhin xudng
mot ddng xwong cd tring. Con bé ngwde nhin 1én ngay, qua vy, trong ma’y
tang da bén trén hai chi em la mot cai hdc be bé, chi di co cho mdt trai
banh quéan vot lot qua. L nay 14m lem thit gi d4y tring tring xanh xanh,
ca ting d4 bén dwdi dd’y cling thé. Titty thi voi tay 1én 10 &y, nhwng ngay
ldc d6 c6 thix gi bay vut ra nhanh nhw cét v&i cdnh chiic xudng, 16e ra 4nh
sang xanh ngdi duwdi ning.

“La td chim béi ca,” Titty bao. “Kia la xwong may con cé long tong bi
né an thoi. Chring phai xwong cudp bién gi dau.”

Hai dtra ti€p tuc di tim. Pdo Chim C&c cé 1dm xwong, nhung toan 1
xwong c4. Khi thing bé bdi tau va thuyén vién tréo dén cdi ciy 1ii chim cdc
thwong ddu, ching tim thdy rdt nhiéu xwong cd chd't dwdi goc. Nhung
maYy tang da & ddy do’ hay, mui 6i khong chiu dworc, hai chi em 18y lam
mung khi bd di. Va chiing chéng tim thdy thém dworc dau hiéu nao cho
tha’y c6 kho bau & daYy.

Roger bit dau nan chi, va con déi nira. Hai chj em ng'6i xudng phién da
bang phgng & cuc Bac hon ddo, chd ching dd d€ @6 #n lai. Ching 14y chai
stta dwdi Chim En 1én, dn sandwich roi thay phién nhau tu titng ngum sira
tw trong chai.

“Thuy@én tredng Flint v&i ma’y anh chj kia,” Titty kéu 1&én. “Moi nguoi
déu & trén thuyén cua Ong aYy. Kia kia. Khong phai trong vinh Ca Map dau.
Trong cai vinh nhé ma tyi minh di ngang qua khi minh di thim may ngwoi
thd dan c6 con rén 47y.”

“Khong biét moi ngudi da bat dwoc may con cd voi roi nhi,” Roger
né6i. “Chéc c6 ca cd map nira. Nga nao thi cling c6 mot dong cé ro.”

“Pi tim kho bau vui hon ngdi 1 d6 bit cd nhiéu,” Titty bio.

“Nhuwng bon minh c6 tim dwgc chau bau gi dau,” Roger cai.

“Bon minh gan nhw chwa tim hé€t ma li. N6 phai & day thoi. Pi nao. Em
lung mGt bén, con chi s€ lung bén kia. La to I1€n n€u tim thdy nhé.”

Thodt sau d6 Roger di la lang, nhwng khong phai vi né tim ra kho bdu.
N6 treot chén trén da lam tray dau goi.

“Péau gdi bén nao?” Titty hoi.

“Bén tredc nay chwa bj tray 4y,” Roger ddp. “It ra khong phai 1a bén
vra bi tray Ian r'oi, ma la bén kia.”



Thuy@én vién Titty, 1a bac si ciia doan tham hiém, riva sach dau g61, dung
khan tay cda Roger cOt bang lai. Roger dinh x1 miii vao géc khén tho ra sau
khi dwgrc dung lam bang.

“Em dung khan ctia chi di,” Titty bdo. “Khan h'ong cta chj 8y.”

Roger xi mili um sum vao khan tay mau h'ong, roi vui vé tré lai.

Thoi gian troi di. Budi sdng dd qua, budi chiéu dang sip hét, Ay vay ma
van chaalng c6 dau hiéu nao cho thd’y c6 kho bdu. Titty da di vong quanh déo
it nha't hai Ian. Roger thi thoi khong tim nwa, di ra ngdi trén tang da cé
budc diy neo thuyén Chim En. N6 giat giat diy neo, thuyén Chim En ngoan
ngoan tro' d€n bén chan nd. N6 dwa ban chan tran chdn vao dudi thuyén,
th& 1a thuyeén troi ra tro lai.

“Bon minh ch¢o ntra di,” né @€ nghi. “Tw thuyén minh cling c6 th€ nhin
6 nhw khi ¢ trén may tang da théi ma. R'6i n€u khong nhin thdy gi thi
minh di san ca voi cing dworc.”

Khong c6 ti€ng tra loi. Roger di tim Titty. Con bé dang bo soai qua
ma’y tdng d4 ngay ngoai ria ddo, khong xa cho 14m. Dot nhién né thay Titty
nhdy dyng Ién cam gi do trong tay.

“E nay Roger!”

Roger dirng 1én, leo qua ma’y tdng dd dén chd chj.

“Chi tim thay tau thudc nay,” Titty la lon. “Chéc phai 12 ctia mot trong
may tén cudp bi€h thoi. Py han la noi ching da cap vao.”

D6 chi 1a mot tau thud'c gd binh thwong. Titty tim dwoc & gitra hai tdng
d4 gan sat mép nude. Viee tim dwoc tht ndy khién ddo tré nén khdc hén.
Ngay ca Titty ciing da bat dau nghi chic 12 né mo thd'y ma’y tén cudp bién
cip vao d6 dudi troi dém t6i hom &y thoi, nhung lic nay né dang c6 trong
tay mot bang chitng chic chén ring c6 ngwoi tirng & d6 ngoai may con
chim coc va chim béi ca.

“Néu chung da dap vao day thi hin kho bdu phai & gan thoi,” Titty bao.
“Chung khong di xa qud, vi chi nghe thad’y chiing va diap lu6n ma.”

Hai dra tim quanh that ky. Ching dang & gan noi ting 1a cdi ciy gia
ma gio’ dang nam nghiéng mdt bén con phan ré khd muc nat chdng cho’ 1én
troi. Mat da't pha day nhieng phién da 1o roi rac. Titty than trong budc 1én
trén d4, roi di vong qua cay. Chring tim tha’y gi. N6 lai di vong qua cdy theo
mot vong rong hon. Van khong ¢6 gi. N6 tré lai tim quanh sét ria dao.



Roger ding yén tai chd, roi bit dau tim cdch giai khudy bing cich
lwom cii rféu véi lai sdy kho ket gitta may phién dd di nim phoi kho tai
day tw Tan nwde ho dang cao sau may tran mua trwede do.

Cudi cung Titty lai bit dau mat hy vong. N6 quay trd lai céi cdy d6 c6
Roger cung dong nhién lieu dang chat day lén.

“Nhém Ira di Titty,” Roger bao.

Thuyén vién nhin d6ng ci.

“PAy khong phai cich,” né néi. “Chiing ta s& dip 10 nhém la nhu
Susan d3 lam trén bo' vao ngay ching ta gip may thd dan va con rin. R6i
minh s€ cham Ira trong ay, va thuyén tredng Flint cing may nguoi kia sé
nhin thay khéi ttr ddng Itra clia chiing ta trén hon ddo hoang xa tit tip nay.
R6i ho sé dén, va ta sé dwore giai ciru.”

Con bé bit dau ding ma’y vién dd nhd chat 1én thanh chd dot Iira.

“Bon minh can mot tang da that to chen phia sau,” né noi.

N6 16i mot tang d4 bang ph?ing khd to gan dam ré cia cdi cay gia. Tang
d4 dé dang dich di, va ngay ldc Ay bao y dinh dip 10 nhém Itra trong dau
Titty vut bi€n mat.
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“Roger o1, gitp coi,” né la 1on. “Cudc chim dau ha?”

N6 di bd cudc xudng khi bit tay vio dip chd nhém Iira. Roger nhijt
cudc 1én dwa cho chi. Titty gd g& cudc vao mdt géc sit mau den 16 ra bén
dwdi tdng d4 ma né mai dich di. Co ti€ng kim loai v&i g6 vang 1én. N6 kéo
tang dd ra xa hon, ro rang 13 né vira phdt hién ra mdt géc bit sit clia chiéc
reong.

“Bon minh tim ra r'6i, tim ra r'6i, tim ra r'6i,” Titty la 1on. Con bé 14p tirc
kéo tang da sang mot bén, va kia la phan nhan rach bwom trén mot géc
chi€c reong, tA'm nhan c6 hinh con lac da va kim ty thép, roi chw Cairo, to
twdng ranh ranh.

“Roger, gilip nao,” thuyén vién goi, “Tan lwot chuyen da di nao.”

Hai chi em T4an Iwot chuyén hét dd di, cir mdi vién dich di 1a diéu ky
diéu cua chiéc rwvong lai 1on dan. Rwong nay ddn day nhan mac. C6 may
cai c6 chir “P. va O. Khoang hang nhat”. Cé nhan ctia hang van chuyén
Bibby, hang Dollar, hang Nippon Yusen Kaisha. C6 mdt nhan mang hinh
maYy cdy co va lac da va mot dong sdng tir khach san nao dé ¢ thuwong Ai
Cap. C6 nhirng nhan mang hinh vinh nwdc xanh va nhirng ngdi nha son
tring ving cang Pja Trung Hai. C6 nhin mang dong chit, “Bi truy ni trong
hanh trinh”. C6 nhtrng nhan mang chw ky quic, khong thdy chtr nao doc
dwoc ngoai tir Bic Kinh. C6 nhan cta dwong sit Pong Trung Hoa. Nhin
ciia bao khach san & San Francisco, Buenos Aires, London, Rangoon,
Colombo, Melbourne, Hong Kong, New York, Moscow va Khartoum. Mot
s6 nhan dwgrc dan ch'ong 1€n nhan khac. S6 khéc thi bi cao bi xé di. Nhung
mdi mot nhan lai khién cho thuyén vién va thing bé boi tau thém phan
khich. Ngay gilta nip rwong 12 hai chir cdi “J.T.” Ting ting d4 Tan luot
dwoc chuyén di. Chiéc rrong dwoc chon dudi cdy, trong hd'c noi tirng 12 ré
ciy, roi dwoge phil 1én bang nhirng ting dd roi, ma tht nay thi c6 diy ra
quanh dd’y. Vai tdng d4 to d&n ndi Titty va Roger phai cling nhau kéo di ma
cing chéng kéo dugc. Con néi d&€n chuyén nha’c cdi rwong 1én &y ha, giong
nhw 1a c& bé nguyén cdn nha vay. Hai chi em chaalng nhich di dwgre d€n nira
phén.

“Minh m¢& né ra di,” Roger dé nghi.

Chiéc rwong dwge niéng vién sit day. Thuyén vién dung cudc chim
tdng vao d&y. C6 hai méc gai kép la 1dm kep 14’y nhau, roi khéa, ciing cieng



chac nhw phan sat rang vay. Titty roi Roger nén 18y nén de€, nhung chiing
ctr nhw hai con ru'6i dang cd strc d6t nhap vao két sat ma thoi.
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Hai LoQi ¢d

“CHANG an thua gi dau,” thuyén vién bao. “Bon minh phai di goi
may nguwoi kia vai thuyén tredng Flint thoi. N6 1a reong cia 6ng Ay da'y.
Chi chic ma, trong d6 c6 ca nhat ky cudp bién clia Ong nira.”

“Xudng Chim En chéo di thdi,” Roger dé nghi.

Nhung khong can phai vay. Nay gio roi cd ¢d cin ciu dau, ¢ 1& mot
phan vi trén thuyén nhiéu ngw phu qud, va phan ntra la vi, nhu thuyén
trirdng Flint di bdo, ddm c4 biet dwoc thoi tiét sip thay d6i. Troi o, khong
khi ndng n€, va du gié da ling hin nhwng nhing rdng d6i phia Nam lai c6
may dam may den to twong, day com dang chdm cham cudn I1én. Phai doan
di sin cé voi quyét dinh la san vay da roi va dang trén dwong vEé. Susan da
bdo, “Hai dira kia & trén ddo Chim C6c du roi d6.” Con thuyén tredng
Flint, biét 13 hai dira niy dang tim rrong clia minh, va ciing biét chic 1a
ching cong cd'c ma thdi, nén bao la, “Ta chéo qua kia kéo ching vEé thoi.”
Thé 1a khi Titty va Roger nhin qua bén kia h'6 nhirng mong nhin thdy may
ngwoi kia & chd lic ndy chiing trong thd'y, dang ciu cd & phia Nam gan vdi
bo bén kia, thi phdi doan di san cd voi da chéo qua hon nira h'6 tw tw ti€n
ve phia chung roi.

Titty treo 1én, dirng trén gd'c cAy do, vira vay tay vira goi 1om. CO ti€ng
goi 1on vong lai qua mit nwdre, nhung thoat tién ca phdi doan sin ¢4 voi 1an
nhtrng ké di tim kho bau déu chéng nghe dugc nhau.

Cau dau tién ma hai ké di tim kho bau nghe ra dwoc lam ching hi€u ra
nhitng gi chiing la hét ndy gir ching hiéu dwoe gi nhiéu cho 14m.

“Hai dra ngan chwa?” chiing nghe ra qua giong néi vui vé cta thuyén
tredng Flint. “Téi gio’ vEé nha roi d6.”

“Bon chau tim ra r'6i,” Titty la 1on dap 1o1.

“Téi gior ve roi,” thuyén tredng Flint lai la Iom. “Tra.”



“Bon chdu tim ra ro6i,” Roger ré 1én.

Dot nhién thuyén tredng Flint nghe ra. Ong gd ngudi trén chéo va it
phiit sau phai doan san ca voi da cdp vao dao Chim Cdc. Thuyén tredng
Flint 14p tirc leo 1én bo, nhdy qua may tang dd. May dira kia theo sau.
“That ra hai dira khdng tim thay gi hét ding khong?” 6ng hoi, nhung chiing
chwa kip trd 1 thi dng da nhin thady cdi reong. “Gidi 1dm thuyén vién a!”
ong reo 1&n. “Xuat sic!” Nancy ciing reo. “Tai 1dm Titty,” thuyén truedng
John néi. “Vay ra lau nay em ciing dau phai nim mo gi diu nhi,” Susan
bdo. “Ai ma ngo’ co’ chir?” Peggy 1én ti€ng. “Troi a, thuyén tredng Nancy
da dich than di tim, ma cé bao gio’ tim ra dau.”

Thuyén treang Flint quy sup xudng canh chi€c rwong, 16i tw tii 4o ra
mot dong chia khéa. “Nhin nhw bon ching chwa md ra,” 6ng bao, “nhung
qua 1a chiing da cd cong 14m.”

“La bon chau da’y a,” thuyén vién noi.

Thuyén tredng Flint m& khéa rwong, bat then cai ra, roi nhac nip
reong 1€n. Bén trong 1a mdt chi€c may danh chwr dyng trong bao mau den,
nhiéu cudn nhat ky bia vai bd’, roi mot mo gid’y ddnh may chir.

“On hét ca,” thuyén trwdng Flint vira néi vira man mé mé gid’y nhw the
ong yéu ching 1dm vay.

“Chan pheo a,” Roger bao. “Titty néi da’y la kho bau ma.”

“Pa’y 12 ngoc nga chau bau &y chw,” thuyén tredng Flint dap. “Moi
ngwoi mot khac ma. Thuyén vién nay, bac that khong bi€t cdm on chau sao
cho hét didy. Néu bac mat di thir nay, ma bac da nghi la mat that r'oi ay
chw, thi bac s€ ma't hét bao nhit ky vé qua khir cwdp bi€n clia minh, ma bac
da viét hét bao phian tdt dep nha't cia cudc doii minh vao quyén sach nay
roi &y chir. N&u khong nho chau thi moi thir da ma't ti€éu ludn r'oi.”

“Cpéu nghe bon ho bdo sé quay lai 18y céi reong nay. Nén chau bi€t n6
phai nam & day thoi,” Titty néi. “Cwdp bién ldc nao chang lam thé&”. Ching
lu6n quay lai khi chiing chén di thir gi d6.”

“Gidng nhw ché chdn xwong &y nhi,” thuyén tredng Flint néi. “Thoi
nhé, chiing dinh mat cuc xwong cua ching roi, mac du cuc xwong nay
chaalng c6 ich gi cho chiing ca. Bac cheatng th€ muwong twong ra canh ching
an toa nghién ngdm cudn Rong réu dau.”



“Béac sé lam gi v&i bon ching day?” thuyén tredng Nancy hoi. “Hay ta
ndm phuc kich bét bon chiing vay.”

Thuyén tredng Flint nghi ngoi gidy lat. Poan 6ng bao, “Bac s€ chfmg
lam gi dau. Bdc ¢6 nho cdnh sét diéu tra giom & may chd cip bén, vi bac
mudn tranh tha bat ¢ co’ hdi nao 18y lai dwgre thit nay thoi. Nhwng bac
chaalng mudn dwa ai vao tu ca.”

“Tu!” Nancy thdt 1én. “Ching phai bj treo ¢d trén xich sit tai B&én Hanh
Quyét mdi phai, d€ xwong cot va lach cach trong gio kia.”

“Ngay nay nguoi ta chi lam tro nay véi may cuedp bién ving Amazon
thoi cd a,” thuyén tredng Flint bdo. “Thuyén vién nay, chau nghe bon
ching néi gi &y nhi, vé€ viéc mang d6 trom dwoe di ay?”

“Chtng béo 1a, ‘Bon minh sé€ di cau cd va v& dwgec vai moén bo.””

“Ay th& thi chiing sé v& dwoc ngay thoi,” thuyén tredng Flint néi.
“Xem xem ching ta c6 tim dwoc mi€ng gd ndo khong, det det y.”

“Bon chdu tim tha’y tau thudc cia ching a,” Roger bao.

“Hay qud,” thuyén tredng Flint dap. “Ching ta doa cho ching s¢ sudt
doi khéng dam di dn trdm nira nao.”

Ong tim dwgc mot miéng gb det gitra dong cii réu ma Roger nhit
nhanh d&€ nhém I&a. Ong ng'di xudng tang d4 roi 1ay ra con dao 1én. Manh
g0 bao bay tir tung.

“Béc dang lam gi thé”a?” Roger hdi.

“Lam cho chiing thir ma ching sé v& dwoc &y ma,” thuyén tredng Flint
dap.

Ong ding dao got got déo déo va chgng ma’y chdc manh gb det da co
mot dau hep con sau day 1a cai dudi chia lam hai. Phian con lai ¢6 hinh thu
nhw qua dwa, chi cé diéu dep 1ép, trén mép 1a mot manh vudng vuéng nhd
ra, nhw vay ca.

“La mdt con cd,” Roger reo.

“Cheamg phdi chiing bao s& di bit thr gi dd'y w?” thuyén trwéng Flint
noi.

Ong d&o phan d4u cta con cd, c6 mang that to cing mém hd rong va
con mét tron to tho 18"

“Con cé dep qud,” Roger khen.



“Khi ching bit dwore, chiing s& khong nghi thé dau,” thuyén trudng
Flint bdo. “Nao,” dng vira ndi vira 18y tir trong tdi ra mdt doan day, “chiing
ta s€ budc tau thudc cia bon ching vao dudi con cd nay, roi chdn ca hai
xudng dwdi ting da noi chiing gid'u cdi reong cua bac. R6i khi ching di ra
h'd vo nhw 1a di clu, roi cip vao ddy ma dao cua an trém 1én, thi ching s€
dao thdy con ca va tim th@y cdi tau thuéc danh roi; va n€u ching bi€t suy
nghi, bac cho la ching bi€t, thi ching sé nghi la cé ai d6 dang & gan day
su6t tor h'6i nao toi gio’ va da nghe tha’y ching trd chuyén va biét dwoc ta't
tan tit v€é bon chung, va bic nghi ching s€ ba chan bon caalng bd di ngay
thoi, vira di vira wéc sao minh dang & nha con hon.”

Ong nhi’c reong ctia minh di chd khéc r'di bd con cd ciing tau thudc vao
cai hd' ldc treoe dat reong.

“Hwom da,” ong bao. “Bon nay ciing nén nghe mdt bai thuyét giang
cht nhi.” Ong 14y ra mau but chi r'di viét 1én than con cd gd nhitng chit that
to, “THAT THA LA TREN HET.” Poan 6ng bd con c4 lai chd cii roi 14p
da tang 1én. “Chat d4 Ién nao,” 6ng ndi, “de€ bon chiing phai mat thoi gian
dao xudng.” Th& 1a ca nha Amazon 14n Chim En thay nhau cha't d4 1én cho
dén khi 1&p da’y 10.

“Gio trong chd nay giong hét lic ndy triede khi chdu bét dau dap chd
nhém ltra &y a,” Titty noi.

“Ha, vay la dwoee r'6i,” thuyén tredng Flint bao. “Chic bon chiing may
mén nhé. Nao nio,” ong noi ti€p, “néu ta't ca bon chau dém hom &y khong
lam chinh xac nhirng gi da 1am (du 1€ ra ldc &y bon chéu phai & trén giwong
ma&i phai), thi bac chealng bao gior 18y lai dwore céi rerong nay. Béc sé ra't tiéc
khi danh ma't cdi reong cii k¥ nay, vi né di theo bac khip chan troi géc be.
Va béc ciling s€ mat luén quyén sach ma nguyén mua heé nay bac vi€t, bat
chidp moi nd lyc ctia Nancy va Peggy d€ khién cho moi trd vi€t ldch thanh
ra khong the. M@y dwra dung dira nao bit tay vao chuyén viét sach nhé.
That ching bd cong dau. Muia hé nay qua 12 nhoc nhin nhit d&i véi béc,
trong su6t ba mwoi nam 1én voi xudng ché tredec ddy. Va néu may tén
khon kia trén di dugrc cing chi€c rwong thi bac sé khdng bao gio viét lai
dworc nra. Bac no’ cdc chdu ra't nhi€u, va nhat 1a ng’ co6 thuyén vién nay.
Nao thuyén vién, cir bdo v&i bac bat cir thir gi trén thé” gian nay ma chau
muon, roi chau sé c6 dwoc ngay.”



“Bac c6 ndi la s€ mang vé cho chau mdt con vet a,” thuyén vién dap,
“trén th& gian nay chdu chi mudn cé thr &y thdi. N€u bac qua thuc cd y
da’y,” con bé noi thém.

“Phai chdu bao chau mudn con vet xdm khong?”

“Chau thich nha't 1a vet xanh két co.”

“Cho d&n heé sang nim thi 1au 1dm day,” thuyén tredng Flint bio.

“Khong sao dau a,” thuyén vién dép.

Ping lic &y thuyén tredng Flint nhw cho't nghi ra mét chuyén.

“Thoi,” dng bado, “bac phai di ngay dén bdo v&i canh sat dung cudc
diéu tra lai. Bac s€ dwa may chau qua bén kia h'0, tha may chau lai trén dao
nhé.”

“Bac sé quay lai dung bit t€t ¢4 map chr a?”” Susan hdi.

“C4 map ha?” Roger ngac nhién. “Chj bit dworc cd map a2

“Mot con béo mup,” Peggy dép.

“Bac s€ cd’,” thuyén tredng Flint dap, “nhung dung cho bac 1am gi nhé.
Bdc phai chéo di xa 14m. Di thoi ndo.” Ong véc cdi reong 16m 1én vai roi
mang xudng thuyén lé&n cia minh. Roger xuéng dén thuyén trwede, dang
ngé&m nghia con c4 ché nita trdng ntra xanh luc to twéng ndm dudi van ddy
thuyeén.

“Béc ty bit 12y a?”

“Moi ngudi cing chung tay bit.”

“Con ndy to gan bing cdi con ma chiu khong ciu 1én AYy. Trong vinh
Nha Be khong c6 con nao giong vay dau.”

“Pira nao di cing bic con dia ndo di bing thuyén Chim En day?”
thuyén tredng Flint hoi.

“Chau s€ di cung con ca map,” Roger dép.

) “Trén nay di chd cho cd ddm, nhung phai c6 ngwdi bé 1di thuyén Chim
En bang khong n6 s€ chay lung tung mat,” thuyén tredng Flint bao.

“Chau c¢am 1ai Chim En cho,” Titty 1én ti€ng, that ra con bé muén duwoc
& moOt minh. T 14u né da c6 céi y nghi ndy trong d4u va van cwong quyét
gitr nguyén khi moi ngwoi cho la né sai; nén gio dy, khi ai ai cling biét la
né ding, thi né lai mudn dwgc mét hai phit gi dd'y khdng phai néi nang gi
ca.



Ma&Yy dira khac don hét 1én chi€c thuyén cheéo 1on. Thuyeén tredng Flint
ng'6i ch¢o ngay mii, vira chéo vira ngd cai reong thuy thu cii ky dan day
nhan méc ¢d 10 si clia minh. Roger ng'6i trén rrong, ngdé chdm chim ham
rang to twdng cltia con ca ché. John, Susan, Nancy va Peggy ng6i cudi dudi
thuyén. John giitr diy chdo thuyén Chim En, trong khi thuyén Chim En,
cung con bé thuyén vién dang ham héd ¢am banh l4i, nhe nhang lwdt theo
dwong ré nwde twe chi€c thuyén cheo.

Khi thuyén tredng Flint chéo di réi, bd ddm Chim En va Amazon lai
ddo Meo Hoang, thi ca bon phat hién ra c¢6 ca dong viéc can lam. Lira da tét
ngdm nén can phai nhém lai, réi &m nwdc can dwoe dun 1én pha tra. Hai ¢6
thuyén pho, Susan va Peggy, ddm nhén trach nhiém nay. John v&i Nancy
ban biu mang hét cin cau diy cau xudng. Roger vin dang ngim nghia con
c4. Titty thi chéo dwa Chim En quanh qua bii cip bén d€ vao cang. R'6i hai
vi thuyén tredng di ra cang gdp thuyén vién dang cho. Ca ba cuing dyng cot
budm cho Chim En r'6i neo thuyén song song v&i Amazon, nhung khong
sat qua d¢ hai thuy€n khoi va vao nhau. Sau khi moi viéc xong xudi va ca
Chim En 13n Amazon @éu yén &n nghi ngoi, ca bon nhin ra bién tr béh
cang, xa dé€n tan mut phia Nam cudi h'o.

“Tw sang phong vii bi€u da xuéng hai phan mwei,” thuyén tredng John
thong bdo.

“Khi nao troi vé dém cir nong nhw thé nay thi ludn cé chuyén,” thuyén
trerdng Nancy bdo. “Chic 12 s& c6 sim sét day.”

“Trong c6 vé khong hay chiit nao,” thuyén tredng John néi. “Cé chuit
g10 nao dau, nhung ma nhin may kia.”

Ca Titty cling dang nhin 1én dam may den to dung tw phia Nam un 1én.
Con bé nghi, néu sap mua that thi qua 12 may khi hom nay troi chju nin cho
dén khi n6 tim ra kho bau.

Ti€ng coi cua thuyén phd t khu trai tuyt 1én, ca ba dira voi vang quay
veé dung tra mudn cung banh mi twoi phét mirt.

Tra chiéu vira xong va ly coc dwoe trang sach thi Roger 1én tié€ng, “C6
that bon minh s& dn t&i bing mén bit t&t c4 map khong?”



“Sao lai khong ch?” thuyén phé Susan van hai.

“Thuyén phé nay,” Peggy hodi, “céu da cao vay cd map bao gio’ chwa?”

“Chuwa he,” Susan dép.

“Khé6 nhdn 1dm daYy,” Peggy dép.

“Thé thi t6t nha't 12 ta bit tay vao ngay thoi,” Susan bdo. “Ma ciing
muon 1&m rdi con gi.”

Hai c6 bé di xudng bén noi ¢ con ca ché to twdng 16m ddm hai mau
tring xanh luc ciing cdi d4u to ¢ va cip mit nham hi€m dang nim cho trén
phién d4. Ca hai quy xudng canh con cd, mdi dira mot tay dao, bt dau
danh vay.

“Cau danh vay tw gitra than xudng duoi, t& lam tir dau xudng gitkra than
nhé,” Peggy @€ nghi.

M4y dra con lai lom lom nhin. Roger nhich dén that gan hai c6 thuyén
phé trong mitc cho phép. N6 khong roi méat khoi con cd duworc.

“Lam gi thi lam, ding cho tay vao trong miéng ca da’y,” Peggy 1én ti€ng
khi Roger tinh dung tay wém thi ddu con cd. “Chi teng lam thé’, véi con
con nhd hon con nay co, thé'la cé thang troi sau khong ¢am ndi cong day.”

“Tai sao a?” Roger hoi.

“Nhin ham riang né nay,” Peggy bdo, roi dirng tay cao vdy ma cam cuc
da cay m@ cai ham c4 to twong ra.

Roger nhin vao hang hang 1&p 16p nhitng ring 1 ring sic nhon chia
ngwoce vao trong cing ma’y cdi rang dai nhw rang ché & ham dwoi.

“Trong vinh Nha Beé khong c6 cd4 map c6 khi lai hay,” thing nhd bao.

“Tai sao?” Peggy hoi.

“A vi dng &'y s& mang cho em con khi,” Roger dp.

Vay cd dwoc cao ra dé dang, nhung lai bay tit phia. C4nh tay cta hai
thuyén phé pha day vay. Mic vao ca téc. Khi mot bén cd da sach vay thi
hai ¢6 14t con cd tron nhiy qua bén kia d3t trén d4 ma cao tiép. R6i con c4
map can dwgc mo ra moi rudt, tro nay con kinh hon. Xong xudi, hai thuyén
pho rira cé riva tay dwdi h'd. Poan hai ¢cd mang con cé béo Ién trai va thuyén
phé Susan cét ra thanh tirng khoanh day, di mot dwong ngot xGt tir mit nay
sang mit kia con c4, d&n phan xwong song thi ctra cira. Con bé cét ra bay
khoanh, mdi khoanh day chirng ndm phén. Toan bd phan con lai clia con ca



duwoc quing vao dong lkra. R6i, cho thit nhiéu bo vio chdo, ca bon rdn
ma’y khoanh c4, 14t qua 14t lai, dung thia vt bo 1€n lai khi bo’ chdy xudng
thanh chdo roéi rwdi vao may khoanh cd dang xi x¢o, cho dén khi bo
chuyén sang mau sam va ma’y khoanh ca nau rudm.

Van khong thd’y béng ddng thuyén tredng Flint ddu khi mén bit t&t cd
map da sin sang. Troi thi d3 sdm tdi. Mt troi dd mat hit vao may trede
khi kip lén di.

“Thuyén tredng Flint ¢c6 bdo la chiing ta khdong phdi cho 6ng &Yy,”
Susan néi, “v&i lai mui thom qua cho khong noi r'éi.”

“Vay minh chén thoi,” thuyén tredng Nancy dé nghi.

“Em d6i,” Roger bao.

“Thoi minh dn vay,” John noi.

“Bon minh c6 th€ gitr ndng phan cua 6ng ay,” Titty chdt.

“Vay dwa dia ddy nao,” Susan bdo, va btra t&i v&i mon bit t€t cd map
bit dau.

Thit r6i moi thd’y 1a dung tay nhanh gon hon dung nia nhi€u. C4 nwée
ngot c6 1dm xwong, va mic dii con c4 nay rit to nén ciing khong khé tim ra
xwong, nhung ding tay rit xwong ra d& hon ding nia. The 13 nha Chim En
cung Amazon ngoi bét bén dong Itra, chim khoanh cd vao nhim mudi d€
trén nip mot hop @6 in, trong gidng ngudi rirng hon 13 mAy nha thdm
hiém.

“Udc gi ngay mai bon minh khong phéi ra vé,” Titty néi. “Bon minh
chwra c6 thdi gian tham hi€m dén mili cyrc Béic hay cyc Nam gi ca. Trén ban
d6 cua bon minh con khdi ving chwa dwgrc kham phd & ca hai mit nay.
Theo em 1,” dot nhién con bé quay ngoét sang thuyén tredng John nhuw chot
nh¢ ra chuyén gi quan trong, “minh d6i tén ddo Chim C6&'c thanh ddo Chau
Bau duoc khong anh?”

“O, qua la em da tim dwoc kho bau & d6,” John dap.

“E nay nay,” Peggy phan ddi. “Bon nay ciing goi d6 1a ddo Chim Coc
da’y nhé. Ma kho bau c6 mat trén da’y co ti a, con chim coc thi luc nao cling
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co.
“Pao Chim Cdc la tén hay r'6i,” thuyén tredng John bao. “Thé minh cir
de tén la ddo Chim C6c nhung minh danh ddu chéo 1én da’y d€ cho thdy



chd c6 kho bdu roi ghi chi 1a ‘Kho biu dwge tim thdy & diy’ c¢6 dwoc
khong?”

Titty dong tinh.

“Minh lam ngay di anh,” con bé bao, th€" la thuyén tredng John li€m
sach ma’y ngon tay roi di vao [éu mang ban d6 ra. Sau d6 dong chir “Kho
bau dwgc tim thd'y & day” nhd li ti cing mot da'u thap dwgrc danh dau vao.

“Phai day,” Titty bdo, “gio khi ta da tim thd’y kho bau r'oi thi ddy khong
hin 1a ddo chau bdu nira. N chi 1a hon déo tng cat gitr kho bau ma théi.”

“Bay gio’ thir kho bau duy nhd't & d6 1a con cd gd,” Roger néi. “Khi bon
trdm dao 1én thi c¢6 dung lam moén bit tét ciing khdng dwore. Cling qua ma.”

“Ban d6 nay htru dung that,” thuyén tredng Nancy vura cung Peggy
ngam nghia vira gio' ra gan ddng lira d& nhin cho 16 hon. “Nhung con c6
1&m t&n ma cdc cau chura nim dwoc day nay.”

“Chd bon moi thi ding r'oi,” Peggy bdo, “ca c4 mip ciing ding, nhwng
cac cau v€ gi trong h'd ctia bon t& thé nay?”

“N6 d€ chi bach tudc &y ma,” John dép.

“Nam t&i cac cau s€ dién thém nhiéu tén nira,” thuyén tredng Nancy
néi. “Bon minh s€ lam nhtrng chuyén huy hoang nhé. Ching ta c6 th€ 1én
ké& hoach trong sudt muia dong. Thé 1a ¢6 viéc d€ nghi ngoi trong gio’ hoc.
Di dén cuc Bic hay cec Nam déu hay cd. Néu di xudng hwéng Nam, bon
minh phai di bing xudng mdy d€ lao qua thac ghénh, r'di thi s& ra t&i biéh.
Chuyén gi cling c6 the xdy ra. Bon minh cé th€ tém dwgc mot con tau Yy
chi.”

“Bén kia ring nii 16 phia Bic hin phai c6 gi da’y nhi,” Titty bao.

“Cau co6 the di sdu vao day d'6i, ngwoe theo song ay,” Peggy dap. “R6i
thi, khi d&€n rang nui kia, bon minh s€ cudc bo. Nhwng con phai mang theo
[éu day.”

“Minh c6 thé dung ngya lun s6ng trén nudi d€ thd Téu ma,” Nancy bao.
“Vay di nhé. Bon minh s€ di tim vang.”

“Bén kia day nui,” Titty n6i thém.

“Cau c6 the' leo hang dam dai Ién d@'y ma khong phai gdap mdng thd dan
nao,” Peggy bao.



“Thuyén tredng Flint bdo sang nam 6ng &y di cung minh,” Nancy
thong bdo. “Khi d6 6ng &y s€ lo du thir. Bi€t dau 6ng ay lai thué mot con
tau to, to gdp ba gap bdn thuyén Amazon &y chir, roi dwa hét bon minh di
lam thay thia doan. Ong &y 1udn bao mot ngay nao d6 s& lam thé’ ma. Bay
gi® con ¢ ca nha Chim En nén bon minh c6 the di trén con tau 16n vo cling
day.”

“Phian bit t&t ctia 6ng a4y sao day?” Titty hoi.

“Chi dang gitr cho néng,” Susan ddp, “nhwng né dang khd queo di nay.”

“Trét thém mi€ng bo’ vao di,” Peggy bao.

Mai dén khi troi gan tdi thi cd bon m&i nghe thdy ti€ng mai cheo roi
ti€ng thuyén nghién lao xao trén bai sdi dwdi bén. Chap sau thuyén tredng
Flint di d&n chd c6 4nh séng Itra trai. Ong mang theo mdt cdi I'dng to phu
vai xanh. Nhin dwdi ddy thi ta biét d6 1a cdi Iong. Anh lka phan chiu 1ap
lanh trén ném tay cAm bing dong to twéng nho ra khodi tAm phi. Trén ndm
tay cam Ay 1a mot cai vong d€ xach di hodc d€ méce 1én xa. Thuyén tredng
Flint dit Iong xudng da't canh Titty. Trén vong méc ¢é ddn tAm nhén tring
that to. Titty doc cai nhan nho vao anh sang dong Iira:

“Thuyén trwong Flint givi dén co thuyén vién da cwu Cudc Poi minh.”

“Nhung chdu cé ciru mang bac dau,” Titty bao.

“Bac dau c6 viét 1a mang s6ng. Bac viét Cudc Poi co ma,” thuyén
tredng Flint ddp. “Chinh 1a cu6n Rong réu &y. Ca hai tht chinh 1la mot.”

“Ch4u cdm on bdc 1dm a,” Titty néi. “Chdu s& treo cdi [ong nay trong
phong hoc, d&€ s&n d6 cho con vet.”

Ping khi 8y dudi 1op vai xanh vong ra ti€ng cao cao s0On sot.

“Nhin vao xem,” thuyén tredng Flint bdo. “Bac nghi cho’ cho dén mua
Xuén t&i bac tir mién Nam tré vé thi 1au 1im day.”

Titty nhd’c tA'm phd mau xanh Ién thi cé ti€ng reo vui vé chdi tai, nghe
giong nhu ti€ng ctia Nancy Blackett hon, tr bén dwdi tAm phu vong ra.

“Dong an tam, dong an tam!” con vet xanh két la 161.

“Trude nay né ching néi thé bao gi¢,” Nancy bao. “Con gid thi chic
no s€ luon mom.”

“C6 that 1a chdu dwoe gitr nd khong a?” Titty hoi.



“T4at nhién r'6i,” thuyén tredng Flint dap. “Chau xtirng dang c¢6 duoc néd
ca chuc nghin T'an lu6n &y chi.”

“Me bon chdu roi s€ tin d& dw 1a bon chau t Thai Binh Dwong tré vé
mat thoi,” Titty ndi. “Cadm on bdc 18m 14m 18m a.” Con bé nhdy phét 1én
chia tay ra. Thuyén trudng Flint bit 13y.

“Béac phai ndi loi cam on méi ding,” 6ng bao.

“Con khi ctia chdu sang ndam m&i vé a,” Roger noi.

“Néu chau xin dwoc me cho phép kia,” thuyén tredng Flint dap. “Bac
s& 1ap tirc lo lidu cho. C6 14m khi & noi €an hon chau Phi nhiéu va béc sip
stra mang sach 1én London day vi gio bac da tim lai dwore nd roi. Bac sé di
tim khi gitra lic qua lai cdc nha xud't ban. Chau s€ c¢6 khi vao tuén t&i thoi.”

“C6 dudi chr a?” Roger hoi.

“Puodi dai that dai nhé,” thuyén tredng Flint dap.

“Bit t€t cta bac kho cong di ro6i kia,” thuyén phé Susan 1€n ti€ng,
“nhung van con néng 1dm a.”

Thuyén treong Flint an boc roi bao da’y 1a mon bit té€t c4 map ngon
nha't minh tirng dwge thwdng thirc.

Sau da'y moi nguoi lai ban dé€n cac k& hoach cho nam t&i, nao 1a leo
qua rdng nui, hay 1a di thuyén dén vung Azore, hodc hay hon nwra la dén
vung bién Baltic, hoac di xudng may ra bién.

“Néu bon chdu di 1€n nui, bac nghi bon chau c6 tim dwgc ngya tho
khong a?” Nancy hoi.

“Chiing ta c6 th&€ dé dang tim mot hai con gi da’y thdi,” thuyén tredng
Flint dap.

Ai ai cling thich cdi y twdng may con ngya thd bom xom thd d6 dac
cua cdc nha tham hi€m. Nhwng nay, ai ai cling thich luén y tweong di thuyén
dén vung Baltic. Nén r0t cudc chealng quyét dwoc gi ca.

“Gi thi gi,” thuyén tredng Flint bdo, “mua he tdi bac s€ ranh rang, nén
n€u bon chdu cho bac dang ky thi bac s€ di cung ngay. N€u chung ta di
thuyén dén vung Baltic thi bon chdau can ¢6 ngwoi nhG neo cho, con néu di
tim vang thi mot minh con ngwa th'd phai chd ca vang 1an Téu bat s& va't va
cho n6 1dm.”



“Con khi cling c6 th€ di theo ntra a,” Roger néi. “No6 c6 the€ dirng ngay
trén dinh cdt budm de€ quan sat, hodc khong thi ceoi ngya th'.”

Cu6i cung thuyeén tredng Flint bao, “Bdc phai quay veé day. Lira trai cia
bon chau dong vui that dd'y, nhwng chang phai dén gio’ nguoi ta phai di ngu
roi sao?”

“Bac khong tha’y 1€ loi khi khong c6 con vet chir a?” Titty hoi.

“Béc ciling phai nghi cho né nita chit. N6 con nhd 14m nén bdc chi 1a
ong ban chan pheéo cho né théi. Gio thi né gip dwoe ngwoi hop ca roéi.”

Ong dirng 1én di xudng thuyén.

“A ma ndy,” 6ng bo, “Téu cia may dira ¢ chic khong da’y? Béc thay
¢6 vé nhw ching ta s€ gdp thoi tiét xau tredc sang mai day.”

“Me bon chdu bao Téu ctia bon chau sé khong sao trwe ldc gié qud lon
thoi a,” thuyén tredng John dép.

“Hum! Trong nhu sip c¢6 gié 1én 14m roi nay. Ma thdi, bac nghi bon
chau ciing s& khdng hé gi 14m dau, du cho c6 gi6 di nira.”

Ong cheo di.

Chfmg bao lau sau, hai nha Chim En va Amazon luc tuc di ngd. Troi
nong kinh, khong chit sao le 16i.

“Phu,” Nancy budt miéng, “chi tho chaalng noi day.”

“Phong vii bi€u tut xudng thém mot myc nira roi,” thuyén tredng John
thong bdo. “Tw sdng dén gio’ tut hét ba ni’c roi day.”

“Thé& c6 phai 1a nhiéu khong?” Peggy hoi.

“Ciing kh4 nhiéu,” John ddp. “Em xong xudi chwra Roger? Anh thdi tét
nén day.”

Titty ddt ['dng vet canh minh trong I[€u cua thuyén phé.

N6 14t tA'm phu xanh ra. “Con vet khong can tdm pha dau,” con bé bao.
“N6 s€ chim trong béng t6i nhw ching ta thdi. Ngu ngon nhé, Polly!”

“Dong an tf'im,” con vet quang quac, dang phan khich vi &nh né€n trong
tip Téu mau trang. “POng an tdm, d6ng an tim, dong dn tam.” NGO cw lai
nhai “d6ng in tdm” 1ién thoing mai nhw 13 dang d&m chau bau khong bing.

Ti€ng cwoi cia Nancy Blackett twe [éu bén kia khu trai vong ra.

) R6i thuyén phé Susan thdi tit nén. Léu vut t&i om, va gitta bon bé im
ang dot ng6t di kem theo bong tdi Ay, con vet cling im bét, cie nhw thé cd bé



da thai tit ludn con vet vay.

“Ngt ngon nhé,” “Ngu ngon,” hai nha chim En va Amzazon chao nhau.
Pém cudi cung trén ddo cua ca bon da bat dau.



BA/Y lau nay tréi d&'t mai hién hoa véi bon Chim En va Amazon. Ciing
tng ¢6 vai gio mwa 18t phat, vai ti€ng swong mu voi lai cdi dém tim toi
cé vu trOm dé tién cung cudc thdm hi€m ding tim day. Nhung ngay nao
cling déu trong xanh kho rdo, va d&n cd khi c6 may, thi ciing vin c6 néng
c6 gié xua dudi bong may di, bong nay duoi theo bong kia, qua nhirng vat
thach nam dwong xi xanh ngét trén ma’y ddy d'6i. Con gio t&i khi nha Chim
En phai ra vé, thi thoi tiét bdng dung thay d6i d&€ nhic cho ca bon nhé ring
ca mua he cting dang dén h'6i k&t thic. Nguyén ca ngay cudi cung hom 8y
trol sé'm rén vang. Hoang hén xu6ng mang da'u hiéu bao noi, va du gié chi
thoi nhe, nhung tr mé Nam nhirng ddm may den van vii noi 1én, cho dén
khi dém xudng thi ching da 18p hét sao troi.

Con dong ndi 1én bét dau bang ti€nhg si'm nén 1am ca trai gidt minh thirc
gid’c. Kém theo ti€ng sa'm, tia chdp 16e 1én chéi 1oa nhw ban ngay. Co6 ti€ng
vet quang quéac nhw th€ mdt con vet trong bay dang kéu qua ma’y ngon co
gilra con bdo nhiét d&i. Rdi bong im bt t6i om. R'0i mwa ning hat 1op dop
xudng hai mai leu.

Titty choang tinh, dan dan thdy non nao trong da. N6 khong dong day,
chi tho tay ra cham vao I'dng vet. “Susan o1,” né thi thao.

“Khong sao dau Titty,” Susan dap.

Roger trong Téu thuyén trudng ngdi phit diy hét 1on. “Hin bin kia!
Hén s& bin nita cho coi!” Thiang bé dang tré vé tran chién trén vinh Nha
Be, roi giong nd lai 1i nhi hut hoi “Anh John!” khi né tinh lai thd'y minh
nim trong béng t5i.



“Khong sao ddu ma, Roger,” John bao, “chi la sa'm thoi.”

“Nancy, chi di dau vay?” Peggy hdi. Vira nghe ra ma’y giot mwa dau
tién, Nancy da ng6i ddy thip den Ién.

“Pem it cii vao ci't chir con di dau nira,” Nancy dap. “Em khong nhé
dot mwa trwedc cli wdt nhep hét nén tui minh khong nhém dwoe Ikra 1én
sao?”

Co bé thodt cdi da quay lai cing mot dm canh kho 18y tir ddng ciii.

“Mua chwa 1&n 1dm dau, nhung s& ra't 1én day,” co bé bao.

Nancy chui lai vao trong tdi ngu.

Lai thém mot dot chop loa nira lam sang 16a ca khu trai, tda nhirng
béng hinh nhdy nhét ctia ma’y canh ciy bén trén 1én vach Iéu tring,

“Pung lo Polly,” Titty bao, “chit ntra 1a hét théi ma.”

“Polly xinh dep,” con vet kéu 1én, gio thi da tinh queo r'oi. Chop 1oa
sang, r'oi lai chop, r'oi ba tiéng sd'm dung doang nd ra kém theo nhiéu dot
sa'm bé hon nhw th€ bau troi sip sita vo ra thanh tirng manh cing roi d6
loang xoang xudng mdi nha ddc bing sét.

“Pdng loat na phao vao bén cdc cau da’y,” Nancy Blackett twr trong [€u
noi vong ra.

“P'éng an tdm,” con vet quang quac, roi nhw lai dang to tedng vé ma'y
ngon co, no ré 1én mot ti€ng that dai, that dinh tai.

“May mudn tao pht tdm vai lai khong?” Titty hoi.

“M3ay gio’ roi John ori?” Susan goi.

“Bon chudng & d6ng h6 gitra,” thuyén tredng John ddp, ndy gio ciu
dang quan sit phong vii bi€u bang dén pin vd m&i chuyén gio sang gior
hang héi cho minh.

“Gior dd’y trong gio’ thwe 1a ma’y gior thé”?” Peggy hoi.

“Hai gio sang,” thuyén tredng John ddp. Cudi cung cling ¢c6 nhirng
chuyén ma bon Amazon khong bi€t.

Gi6 thoi thd'c téi, mwa roi nang hat hon 1én may mai Téu, roi sau dé
nhu th& muwra 14 nhitng cuc nwée chic nui bin vao 16p vai bd méng manh.

“Nwde thai'm qua kia,” Roger néi. “Em so’ dwore nay.”

“Purng c6 dong vao vach Téu,” John bao.



“Em ¢6 dong d4u, co' ma nwdrc van thim qua nay.”

“Nwde ciing thaA'm vao Iéu bon em ntra,” Susan néi. “Titty, em che con
vet lai di.”

“Em che ro1, nheng em nghi né khong thich vay.”

Lai thém chop 10a si'm gidt. Mwa tanh mot chadp réi lai trit xudng tiép.

“John o11,” Susan goi.

“01.”

“Minh nén mac quan 4o vao d€ gitr cho chiing kh6é dwdi chan mén di.
Anh 12y tdm chdng thd'm ra chwa the™”

“R61. Em sao?”

“Em di 14y ngay day. Em dang thip dén bén em. Tri tAm chdng thAm
1€n trén chdn cda anh di. Roger ciling th&".”

Susan hdi ha mic quan 4o vao cho Titty, roi dén lwgt minh. Roger va
John xé quian chén vao. Bén [€éu Amazon vong ra ti€ng cai co.

“Purng ¢6 1 ra thé” chir Peggy. Mac quan méic 4o vao nhw may dira kia
coi.”

Co tia ChO’p loa 1én cung lic v&i dot s&'m rén, r'oi sau d&y nguyén mot
ldc 14u s&m v&i chdp thi nhau giat lién h'di dén ndi chang biét dwgc chop
nao la ter dot si'm nao ntra. Khu trai ryc sang dén, trong khi nhirng dot si'm
lién hdi trén khong cang khi€n cho moi chuyén thém hoi hd, nhw theé dang
cO vi€c can lam nhung chang con thoi gian ddu ma lam. Pén du’O’c thap 1én
hét, nhung du c6 tda sdng trong nhitng khodnh khéc t&i troi ngin ngui, thi
dwdng nhw ching lai ching phdt ra chit dnh sdng no dwge dwdi dnh chép
sang loa.

Troi lai t07 sup va bdng chdc im 1dng. Nhw th€ con dong dang nin thé.
R0i, ttr xa xa, mOt 4m thanh rAm rén, xdo xac vong lai, mdi lic mdt 16n
dan.

“Céi gi theé?” Titty hoi.

“Gi16 ddy,” Susan dép.

“Theo em 4,” Titty néi, “day la mdt con bao roi.”

Con bé con dang nai thi gi6é da tat d&€n chd bon ching.

Co6 ti€ng do sam sdp khi mot canh cay to rot xudng dau d6 phia cudi
ddo. R6i ti€ng xao xac khi cdy cdi quing quat trong gi6. Ma ti€ng dong



khéng phéi 1a ta't ca dau. Léu ctia nha Chim En vdn dwoc treo trén cic soi
thung cang gitra ma’y cdy, roi dwoce cdc tii chira da doc theo mép dwdi vach
[éu gitr tri xudng. Cay cdi dang bi thoi quang quat tir tung khién cho day
thing khi thi chiing xud'ng, khi thi cang thit cang, nén trong [éu ctia thuyén
tredng ma’y hon da trong cac tdi da bi xé dich loc coc va nhau.

“Qi Susan o1i,” John goi 16n. “Em ¢6 da d4 d€ niu léu em xudng khong
vay? Léu bén anh dang thu hep lai nay.”

“Bén em khong sao,” Susan ddp 1on lai, “da chwa dich di.”

“Ha?” John gao 1én. “Anh khong nghe dwgc.”

“P4 ctia bén em con nguyén,” Susan gao lén. Nhung ndi trede bude
khong qua. C6 ti€ng nirt todc. P4 nidng thi cling nang da’y, nhwng mot dot
ciy gidt manh da lam dat doi s¢i thirng cang I€u cua Susan, von da sling
nwde va qua cang. Ca cdi Téu roi phich xudng, mot ddng vai bat wdt mem,
vui Susan cung Titty va con vet xudng dwdi may an vai gap lai, ha't do
ngon dén 1am deén tét phut.

T hai Téu con lai, bon nhd nghe thiy tiéng gay ric, ti€ng quat tic ti
cta con vet khi I'ong n6 d6 lan, r'oi ti€ng kéu 4 & “Ctu véi! Cou voi!”

John va Nancy 14p tirc lao ra khéi Téu. John mang theo dén pin, nhwng
ching ¢an 1am gi, vi mot tia chép that 1au that sdng da soi cho hai dira thay
do'ng Téu xam ngoét wdt nhep cta thuyén phé nim trén dit, bén dudi 1a
dong ving vAy. Hai dira nhd'c dau Téu noi von 1a cia vao 1én. Thuyén phé
Susan cung thuyén vién Titty Idm com bo ra, thuyén vién con 161 theo 1'0ng
vet, da roi ma't mi€ng vai xanh.

“Vao léu t¢ di, nhanh nao,” Nancy gao Ion at ti€ng gio rit.

“Thé& con @6 dac bon to thi sao?” Susan hoi.

“V&i tdm choang xanh ctia Polly nira chx?” Titty ndi.

“Nga nao ciing wot hét roi. Cir bd d6 da,” Nancy gao 1én dap lai, ma
qua that, ding la chi con lam dworc thé thoi.

Vira che chin hét sitc cho con vet khdi muwa gid, Titty vira chay vao Téu
ctia nha Amazon, trong nay né gap lai Peggy, Peggy mwrng ron khi thay né.
Susan chay theo sau.

“Bon t& phai 18y deén ra thdi,” con bé bdo. “Cac ciu chi con lai c6 mot
mau xiu né€n a.”



“Cau c6 s¢ cay sip d6 xudng khong?” Peggy hoi.

“Néu do'thi da do'lau roi,” Susan dap.

“Polly t6i nghi€p,” Titty n6i, nhwng con vet da chinh lai. N6 dang vudt
xudi may cong long bi xu 1€n ngoai gio.

“Polly xinh dep,” con chim chinh lai.

“Em nghi n6 chéng quan tam chuyén bi mat td'm choang dau,” Titty
noi.

“L’éu clia cau lidu c6 phai sap sap khong?” Nancy hdi 1n trong con gié.

“Hy vong la khong,” thuyén tredng John dap.

“Ha?”

“T& hy vong la khong,” John gao 1én vao tai Nancy.

Gi6 dang thdi giat teng con khip hon ddo, 1am ciy nhd rung lac nhw cd
rap. Trén kia cdy thong cao ting 12 ngon hai ding dang ring ric rén ri.
Trong chd'c lat troi t6i om nhw hil nit, r'éi chdp 1oa lai soi sang ca ving troi
khién cho van vat o ranh rach nhw ban ngay. Ctt mdi dot gid giat, Téu cta
thuyén tredng J ohp lai phdn phit phdp phdi nhu 1a 14 bu'dm 16ng day trén
con thuyén dang oan minh gitra con dong, ro6i lai thém ti€ng d4 va nhau 16c
cdc lach cach.

Roger bo ra ngoai troi mua.

“L’éu dang thu nhd d4n anh oi. P4 bi ban ra khdi tdi.”

Nancy v&i John khong nghe dwoe thing bé néi gi, nhung ¢ the thay
tup [€u dang bi quang quat.

Nancy tom 18y gay Roger lghi né bo ra, thiic thing bé chay vé phia [éu
nha Amazon roi day né vao. “It ra vao ddy em con dwoc khd,” ¢6 bé bao.
Doan ¢d chay lai chd thuyén triedng John, dang 1di hdi chui tré vao tip Téu
phéan phét cia minh ma mang ra hai th& quan trong nhat, la dong h'6 va
phong vii bi€u. Dudi mot trong nhirng dot chdp ciu gior cao chi€c phong
vil bieu.

“Tut xudng bdn phan mwei roéi,” ciu la lon.

“Vao trong Iéu bon t& di,” Nancy quat. “Mang ciy den 1on vao néu 18y
dwoc nha.”

Thuyén tredng John dwa phong vii bi€u cho Nancy roi bd dong h'd vao
tdi. C4u lai chui vao do6ng vai bat xoay vong tung tée tirng 1a Téu ctia minh



kia. Cau tim thay dén beén chui ra ngoai ti€p.

“Cheamg con lam gi dwoe nra,” Nancy béo. “Pi thoi.”

Hai dra di vao Téu clia nha Amazon, ding lic dén thip bing nén trong
d6 dang chip chdi chuyc tit. John thdp dén 16n ctia minh 1én dit gitra nén.
Nancy lai v0i va lao ra ngoai d€ n&i 1dng day Téu minh. R'6i ¢6 bé quay vao
khép chat mi€ng bat ctra [€u lai.

“Léu cta bon t& quay lung lai hwdng gié,” ¢6 bé gidi thich. “Gi6 1on
toan thoi te phia Nam 1én. DAYy 1a 1y do vi sao bon t& chon chd nay d€ dung
Téu. My coc mdi dau ciing gitp ich nira. Léu ctia bon t& chiu dwoc moi
thir.”

“Hai ngwoi ¢6 bi wo't khong?” thuyén phé Susan hoi.

“Cung kha kha,” thuyén tredng John dap.

“Té wot meém day nay,” Nancy bao. “Tuyét.”

Léu nha Amazon khong du réng cho sdu dira bon nhd cung cédi 'dng
vet. Cr ba dira ng6i trén mot tdi ngd. Ngay cudi Téu gitra bon ching la
dong cui khé ma Nancy da 18y vao danh cho sdng mai. R'6i thém I'ong vet,
roi ngon dén ndng trai ngay gitra san [€u. Hai nhém ng'6i san sit vao nhau,
vi bon nhd phéi can than d€ khong cham vao vach Téu. Thoi ti€t bén ngoai
gio’ nhw chgng cé gi dang lo ntra khi ca bon dwoc & bén nhau. Pén ca nhw
Peggy, céi dira chfmg thich gi sa'm sét, cling vui vé tré lai, mdt phan 1a vi
néu td cho Roger tha’y n6 dang so thi cheamg hay ho gi. V&i Nancy thi khac.
Nancy biét tdng roi, nén v&i chi thi né ching ¢an vo vit 1am gi ca. Susan
dang hoi lo vé d6 dac bj wdt, nhwng van mirng vi khong xdy ra chuyén gi
té hon. John thi dang nghi cd bon may mén 1dm sao vi con bdo cho dén
dém cudi cing moi d6 b dén. Nancy thi ty hao vé tdp I€u kién cwong cta
minh nén ra't hanh dién mdi khi gié dap vao. Titty, méit 14 la 14 ldnh, dang
nghi d€n nhwng trdn cudng phong. Con vet thi dang vudt lai 16ng cho th?ing
tho'm r'éi thi thoang lai h'6 héi huyt sdo v&i ngon dén sang rec gan sat bén
dwoi san Téu.

Ca bon ng6i da'y mot lic, 1ing nghe con bdo gidy xéo hon ddo. R6i,
bdng thd’y hd then vi minh khong nhé ra sém hon, John nghi vé hai con
thuyén. “T¢é di xem qua Chim En céi,” ciu bao.

“Nghi d&n ma khi€p,” thuyén tredng Nancy 1én ti€ng. “Ca thuyén
Amazon nra chr. May la t67 qua bon minh da neo d4u ky cang.”
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Hai vi thuyén tredng ding 1én. Nancy thdo tA'm bat ctra [€u ra.
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“Khi bon nay ra ngoai r'oi thi phai cot bat lai nhé,” c6 bé dan.

“Em cling di ntra,” Titty kéu. “Bay gio’ con vet khong sao r'oi.”

“Em di chi thém wdt thoi,” Susan can.

“Em wot roi ma,” Titty céi. “Cé wot dwgec hon nira ddu. Em mu6n xem.
Co6 th€ chiing ta sé chflng khi nao gdp dwgrc con bao to nhw thé nay dau.”

“Em cung di,” Roger Ién ti€ng.

“Khong, em khong di dau hét,” thuyén pho ra 1énh. “Em con khd.”

“PE€ anh bao xem em lam dwoe gi nhé, Roger,” John néi. “Em cé the€
cho thuyén tredng Nancy mwgn dén pin cia em. Pén bdo cia chi &y khong
t6t cho 18m con trong Téu thi nén gitr lai d&n 16m.”

“Vang thwa thuyén tredng,” Roger dap. Néu n6 khong dwoce di, it ra
den cta né di dugre, vay con tdt hon khong cé gi.

Titty, John va Nancy tu®n ra khoi [éu xdng vao con bao. Vwra ding dén
pin vira chii ngwoi that thdp nguoc gié ngwoc mua, ca bon dan budc doc
theo 161 mon din ra bén thuyén. Hai chi€c thuyén diy nhirng nuwdc, ho
cling dd dang 1én ddi chit, nhung ca thuyén Amazon 13n Chim En, dwoc
neo dau ky cang nhw the’, nén hau nhuw cheamg bi gi.

“Té sé di ndi bot diy kéo mii thuyén day,” thuyén tredng John béo.
“DAay nay khi wét thi cing 14m.”

“T¢ cling lam vay v&i diy bén to.”

Hai ¢6 cdu n&i day neo 1ong ra mot chiit.

“Cau nay, cang nay kin vd cting nhé,” Nancy néi 1én. “Ctt lang nghe
bén ngoai kia ma xem.”

Trong bén cang dwoc che chin bon bé 4y van c6 séng ddy, nhung
khong c6 gi dang lo. M@y rang da 1on hai bén swon bén da pha tan séng di
tred'c khi ching kip x6 vao trong. Nhung ca bon ¢6 thé€ nghe thdy tiéng
song doiAm "am vao bai ngdm bén ngoai va doc theo bo’ nwdrc sau phia Tay.
Titty bo hai dira kia d@'y ma bo ra ria vach da thap doc theo bo’ phia bén Ay,
khom minh trén mép da ma doi médt v&i gio. Bui nwdc tir nhieng con séng
vo ra bén dwdi thoi tat 1én mat nd. Chép 16e sang soi rd ca ving hd, roi
sang nhitng dot séng cao ngd't v&i ngon séng trang xéa cudn dau trdi rong
khip h6. R6i troi da't td7 sAm trd lai. R'6i lai thém chép 16a gitp con bé



thd’y dwore bao canh d6ng rirng cdy d'6i ndi phia bén kia h'd, bén kia mat
nwde hung han.

Hai c0 cdu kia quén khudy Titty va suyt nira dd quay tro vé Téu ma
khong cé con bé n€u Nancy khong nhin thady tia den pin xa xa phia trai 161
mon.

John tim dén chd Titty va giat giat Ong tay 4o nd.

“Pi nao,” ciu quat. “Bon anh twdng em di ti€p r'éi chir.”

“Vang thwa thuyén tredng,” Titty dap, du John chaamg nghe thdy gi, hai
dira dén chd Nancy dang dirng trén 161 mon, r'oi ca bon cling quay vé Iéu.

“Thoi r'di,” Susan bdo, “né€u h'di ndy em ¢ wdt thi gio em con wot hon
nhi€u ddy. Ma chang c6 quan 4o gi thay.”

“Ciing dang 14m ma chi,” Titty dép.

“Hai con thuyén 6n ca chir?”” Roger hoi.

“Khong thé’ nao o6n hon,” thuyén tredng Nancy dap. “Nhwng sang mai
hai thdy thi doan phai tat nwd'c mét nghi day.”

“Gio may gio roi a?” Peggy hoi. “Susan néi md&i chi chung ba gio
thoi.”

“Gén nam gio’ r'oi,” John dap.

Khéng dira nao chop mit dwgre. Ching di tré thanh thdy thd dim tau
roi.

“Ca hai ¢t budm chinh déu guc xudng boong,” thuyén tredng Nancy
bao.

“Con trudrc d6 thi c6t budm miii lai bi sét danh tring,” thuyén tredng
John ti€p.

“Cau c6 thd'y may tia sang xanh 1¢ chdp 16a & trén dau hai c6t tru
khong?” Nancy héi. “P&aYy la trede khi ¢c6t budm mii bi sét danh tring
day.”

“R'6i mot van thuyén niet ra,” John ti€p, “va nwdce tran vao.”



“Thuyén phé chay nhdo nhao trén boong, vira chay vira hét, ‘Moi thiy
tha cit lwc bom nwdce ra, khoang dwdi ngdp ca thwdc reei nwde roi.” La
cau da’y Susan,” Nancy bao.

“Sao khong phai 1a em cht?” Peggy thic mic.

“Em la thuyén phé hai. Em dang cwva may manh thuyén vo trdi dat d€
lam be. A khong khong phai. Bon minh khong 1am bé. Quén ma't. Em dang
cwra manh thuyén vo d€ lam thong thoang boong thuyén, va dang cho ha
hai thuyén cheo xudng.”

“Mot thuyeén tén 12 Chim En con thuyén kia 12 Amazon,” Roger néi.

“Con song van dang lién ti€p dap vao thuyén lom,” Titty ti€p loi,
“thuyén dang chim déan tr mlii xudng cung moi thiy tha trén thuyén. Ké
nao do6 da gi€t ché€t mot con chim hai au.”

“Dong an tdm, dong dan tdm,” con vet quang quéc.

“Pung vay. Thuyén chat day nhirng dong an tdm ma,” Titty ndéi. “Vi
th€" nén chim ra't nhanh.”

“Bon minh tha thuyén chéo xudng,” Nancy bado, “va roéi thuyén lon
chim nghim va bon minh tro troi gitra bi€n nwde.”

“Thinh thoang bon minh khong nhin thdy nhau qua may con séng,”
John néi, “nhuwng cling ¢6 lic nhin ra dwoc.”

“Trén thuyén nhd bon minh mdi dira chi ¢6 mot cdi banh quy cing it
nwdc ngot,” Susan ndi.

“Ngay qua ngay bon minh chéo chéng tredc con bdo,” Nancy ndi.
“Theo hudng Bic sang Tay Bic. Bon minh d3 thda thuin 13 vdy trudce khi
rovi khoi tau.”

“Bon minh an banh quy udng nuwdc 1a,” Peggy k€.

“Gi6 c lién tuc thoi tap, si'm nén roi chdp danh roi mera quat khong
ngtng nghi,” d&n lwot Titty, “em v&i Roger tat nuwdc khdi Chim En con
Peggy thi tat nwé'c Amazon.”

“R'01 mwa ctuing tanh, va rong ra bao nhi€u ngay sau d6 bon minh ch?ing
c6 gi d€ an uéng,” Nancy noi.

“Trén thuyén Chim En bon minh sip phai rit thim xem di¥a nao bj in
thit treedre tién,” Titty noi.



“Bén bon nay ciing sip phai lam vay thi bdng nhic thdy dat lién,”
Nancy bao.

“Bon em ciing thd’y dwore dat 1ién nira, vira ding lic ay,” Roger ndi.

“Trén bai bi€n séng 1on dap diu,” Nancy noi.

“Bon minh chi m&i thdy dwoe dat 1ién thoi thi chop sang loe 1€n,” Titty
bdo. “Co quang quat ti tung.”

“Chop ctr danh lién tyc,” Nancy néi. “Bon minh lao vao gitra nhirng
con séng dr. Thuyén nga nghiéng nhung minh van bam chic. Thuyén bj
song danh dat han Ién bo’. Bon minh ta toi nhung toan mang.”

“Ca con vet cling vdy,” Titty néi. “Va gio ddy minh s€ phai & lai noi
nay sudt hai meoi ndam. Ngay ngay bon minh s€ phai trong ngéng tau di
ngang qua.”

“Nhung bon minh c6 Téu bang cdch nio ch#?” Roger hi.

“May la trén mdi thuyén déu c6 mdt Téu,” Nancy ddp. “Coi nao Peggy,
1am mot chAu s6 ¢ la nhé? Van con nhiéu 1dm day.”

Cudi cuing troi bén ngoai cling bit dau hirng dan. SA'm rén dan thwa di
sau mdi dot sét. Sau mot Tan chdp 1da thi mai sau mdi ¢6 ti€ng sam di
dung tw xa xa. Gi6 lang di. Ti€ng mua doi ngoai Iéu cling nhé dan nhé dan
roi ngng hin. Hung Dong tda sang ttr sau nhu’ng day d'61 phia Bong. Anh
den bio khong con soi sing khip Téu nita. Anh sing chi€u vao tir bén
ngoai, xuyén qua lép bat Téu. Thily thdt doan Chim En va Amazon budc ra
ngoai troi vira rang d€ nhin déng I€u trai ta toi cia minh. Trén cao kia vai
mang troi xanh hé ra cling nhirng vat ning chigu sang trén d'i. Nhitng cum
may den r&i rac dang dat di. C6 mui da't wét troi mi téa khip. Con bio da
qua.

John di lai vao Téu vd vd chi&c phong vii bi€u. Ciy kim dang nhich 1én.

Susan bit dau cio tro siing nwde trong 10. Nancy mang 6m ctii kho dén.
Chd ctii con lai déu da wdt nhep, ca bon phai loay hoay mot h'di mdi nhen
dwoe Iva. Néu khong ¢c6 may cdy cui khd kia thi chiing cha th€ nao nhém



dwoc Itra. Titty chui vao chd tirng 1a Téu ctia minh va thuyén phé, roi mang
manh vai xanh cda con vet ra mang I&€n hai canh cui hong cho kho.



3
903n thioy tho tré ve

Rbl dén phién dam tho dan xua't hién.

Nguwoi dau tién dén la bac Dixon. Lira vira m&i nhom Ién thi dam thay
tht dim tau da trong tha’y bac tir canh d6ng ndng trai bén trén vinh C4 Map
di xudng, mot tay xach binh stra con tay kia la cdi x06 that to. R'61 bic trai
Dixon ciing di xudng theo, vai vit do6i mai chéo. Bic ta tit nuwdc trén
thuyén cua hai vor chong roi day ra, chéo thuyén dwa bac gii dén dao,
nwde khua tung tée khi bac cheéo. Mic di gié da ling nhung h'd van day
song, ca & khoang gitra ddo voi da't 1ién.

“Bon ho mudn qudi gi ddy nitra?” Nancy thic méc.

Peggy va Titty da di 1én tram quan séat nhin ra h'6. Hai da chay tré vé
trai.

“Thuyén treong Flint dang dén kia,” Peggy ré 1én. “6ng gan toi noi
roi, con cé mdt thuyén cheo khic nwra, xa hon 1a mét chi€c xudng mdy. Em
nghi la xudng mdy nha minh.”

“Me dang & trén chi€c thuyén chéo kia, voi mot thd dan,” Titty thong
bao thém.

“Né&u da’y 12 xudng mdy thi me bon t& dang & trén Ay dd’y, chic ludn,”
Nancy bao.

“Van con séng 1&n 1dm xd qua h',” Titty k&, “nhung ma me vurrot qua
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dworc hét.

Ca dam chay b0 ra bén, dé€n noi vira lic bac Dixon leo ra kéo thuyén
1én. Bac gdi I'dm com leo ra v&i nao 1a cdi x6 to cung binh stra. Bac chan
chiéc khay trén miéng x6 1am nip ddy, hoi néng trong xd bdc 1én nghi
ngut.



“Khong. Khong phai nwde cdm lon dau,” bac bao, “du chic 12 may co
ciu nghi th& chtr gi. La chdo cho 14 chu6t dudi nwoc thoi, l1a may cd0 may
ciu 4y. MAy cb cdu gitt duwoc Itra chdy 1a tai 1dm roi. Bac chang yén tam
dwore chit nao khi nghi toi cac ¢6 cac ciu trong con bao vwa roi. Troi dat
oi, bao d6 xué6ng mdéi ghé godm lam sao chir. Ma vy la cac ¢6 cau tim
dwoc cdi reong bj danh cip cia ong Turner roi nhi. Vay ma bac ct twdng
céc cd cdu 18’y kia d&’y. Ong nha k& cho béc nghe t&7 qua khi 6ng &y tir lang

Hai ddm nhéc nha Chim En v Amazon nhin nhau. Moi ngudi biét hét
roica uw?

“Chdo a,” Roger Ién ti€ng.

“Phai, chdo dady,” bac Dixon dap. “Chfmg ai con chd cho cdm lanh ca
néu ho dwoc in diy bung chdo néng hoi, bac ludn néi the ma. May c¢d may
cau co thia khong the™?”

“Nhiéu 18m a.”

“P& bac dd sira vao x6 ma khua’y 1én dd nhé. Lic & diang nong trai bac
da cho dwong vao roéi.”

Phiit sau bdn dita nha Chim En va hai dira Amazon di hing huc xic
chdo néng tron stra twr trong x0 ra ma nudt wng yc tirng ngum néng hoi
xudng co hong.

“Pay m¢i ding la an chung mang day,” Titty nhan xét.

R'6i thuyén tredng Flint xua't hién.

“Béc t6t qud, bac Dixon a,” dau tién Ong thot 1€n the”. “Leé ra tdi phai
nghi dén th nay chir nhi. Chdo l1a nha't r6i. Mot, hai, ba, bon, nadm, sau. On
ca roi. Khong c6 dira nao bi cudn di trong dém ca.”

“Bay chtr a,” Titty chinh. “Bac quén mat con vet cfia chau roi. Thay
chop 16e 1a né kéu ‘Polly xinh dep’, roi khi si'm rén thi 1a ‘D'6ng an tam’
nhé.”

“U thi bay,” thuyén tredng Flint ddp. “Hai t1’1p [€u ma't ti€u r'oi nhi. Bac
da sor 1a vdy ma. Bao hom qua gh€ that. bén glo’ cheo thuyén di con kho,
du gié da lang va h'd nuwoc chang thAm gi so v&i hom qua. Nudc dam lai
cting nhanh.”

R6i me tir ndng trai Holly Howe sang, dwoe bac thd dan Jackson khoe
manh ch¢o thuyén dwa dé€n. Me mang theo ba phich nwdc chira ddy ca cao



nong sot.

“Chao bac Dixon a,” me ndi. “Bac ti t& qud, nghi ca d&€n chuyén di tan
sang ddy. T6i ctr s¢” bon nhd khong nhom dwoc Iva &y chir.”

“Ky diéu sao tyi nho lai nhen dwoc,” bac Dixon dép.

“Bon con chwa dun dwgc nwdc me a,” Susan bdo. “Suyt chiit la chgng
nhém dwore Ira 1€n roi n€u Nancy khong nghi d&€n chuyén gitr kho vai canh
cui ay.”

“Vay hai dira & thuyén Amazon phdng?” me vira nhin Nancy va Peggy
vira hoi.

“Vang a,” Nancy dap, “con day la thuyén trwedng Flint. Tén khac cua
ong ay la Turner.”

“Han hanh lam quen,” me néi, r'oi thuyén tredng Flint bao minh 187y
lér/n tiéc vi da khong két ban v&i nha Chim En tir trede. “Chj khong biét toi
mac ng’ ddm nhd nay dén thé nao dau,” dng bao.

“Pam nhdé m&i ghé chir!” Nancy Blackett khit miii.

“MA&Yy nha tham hi€m va cudp bi€n nay,” thuyén tredng Flint ty chira
lai. “Khdng nho cdc co cau Ay thi t6i dd mat tiéu tac pham tdi da bd cong ra
vi€t ca mua he roi.”

“T6i ¢6 nghe d6i di€u veé viéc nay tu bac Jackson t&1 hom qua,” me dap.
“T6i qua 18y 1am mwng bon nhd nay ciing cé ich dwoe dbi chit. B& bon tré
dwong nhw nghi 13 ching khong ngdc cho 1dm, nhung ¢6 d6i khi toi cling
khong chic nira.”

“Kia me!” John kéu l1én, me bit cwoi.

“Béc Ay cho con con vet nay,” thuyén vién Titty khoe, th&"1a me phai di
dén xem.

“Béc &y s€ cho con con khi nira ddy,” Roger khoe ti€p.

“Ha?” me giat minh.

Thuyén tredng Flint gidi thich, réi me bao phai 1a con khi that bé moi
dworc.

“S€ ra't bé, chi a,” thuyén tredng Flint dap.

Me nhin sang hai tap I€u rach twom.

“L'éu nay gdp gi6 thi khong xong,” me ndi. “Toi nho ¢ Tan & rieng sau
kia... t6i tng & trong loai Téu gidng vay va nd bi gié giat thanh tirng dai ma



thoi bay sach sanh sanh... Thoi ké,” me ndi ti€p, “cling may t6i nay may
dra khong phai nga trong Téu nay, ti€c qua hom qua may dira khéng chiu
vé nha.”

“T6i khong cho la dang ti€c gi dau, thwa chi,” thuyén tredng Flint ndi.

“N€u bon con ma veé thi da khong tim tha’y kho bau r61,” Titty noi.

“Viéc dau tién la phdi mac quan 4o kho vao di,” me bdo. “Me cd mang
quén 4o kho cho bon dira thay day.”

“Roger khong hé bi wdt a,” Susan noi.

“Vay la t6t,” me ddp, “nhwng con thi wot kia, John cling thé’, con Titty
trong cr nhw céi gié lau bat. Chay ngay xudng thuyén hdi bac Jackson 18y
mo quan 4o lén.”

R01 xudng may ghé vao, xinh xich cdp bé€n, nghéch mui xudng nhe
nhang 1én bai cit canh ba chiéc thuyén chéo da nim sin da’y. Bii cap bén
gio ddng ddc trong dén 1a chat chdi, gan nhw cang Rio vay. Thuyén tredng
Flint chay xu6ng bén dén xudng, cd Blackett nhay 1€n bo’ dm 6ng anh. Co
dy nhd xiu, khdong 1on hon Nancy 1a ma’y, ma lai rd't gidng c6 bé. R'6i sau
d6 ddm thd dan trd chuyén, cd Ay lién thodng nhat. Thuyén trudng Flint
voi lai ba Walker thinh thodng mé&i xen dwgc mot 1ovi.

“Em mung vi anh ¢6 méit & day,” co Blackett bdo v&i thuyén tredng
Flint. “Nao, Ruth...”

“Nancy cht, con bé la cwdp bi€én ma em,” thuyén tredng Flint bao.
“Phai goi n6 bang tén ding méi dwgce.”

“Thi th6i Nancy, v&i ca Peggy nira, nhdy xu6ng xudng coi, hai cai dia
Itéu mang nay, thay quan 4o kho vao. M@y con s€ thdy quéan 4o trong ca
bin &Yy. Chi khde chix, chi Walker? Chj gdp anh trai cfa t6i roi nhi. V&i hai
dira con troi s clia toi nita. A ddy 13 anh em Chim En ma héa ra ngoan
ngoan hon la ai @6 ting nghi &y nhi.”

Ca c6 Blackett cling da nghe tha’y tin tiec, du cd sdng & tdn bén kia h'd
mé cang Rio.

“Thoi,” bac Dixon 1én ti€ng, “chéc bac phai di day, néu céc cd cdc ciu
in xong chd trong xd kia. Bic phdi cho ga in, con 6ng nha chic dang mudn
di tréng dan ctru ddy ma.”

Ca hai ba me ciing thuyén tredng Flint va anh chi em nha Chim En 14n
Amazon cung 1€n ti€ng cdm on bac Dixon da mang diém tdm bo dwong



d&n cho moi nguoi.

“Qi dao, cha c6 gi sdnh bing chdo ci,” bac Dixon ddp. “Théi bac nghi
chic s& khong gip cdc cd cAu mdi sidng nira dau nhi. Rdi bac s& nhé 14m
cho xem. Bac da quen v&i viéc trong ngdng cac co cidu dén r'oi. Nhung
chic sang nam cac cO cac ciu s€ lai dén thoi.”

“Moi nam a. Tw day dén sudt doi a,” Titty dap.

“Phai phai, bon ta ai cling nghi thé khi con tré con,” bac Dixon bdo.

Béc trai Dixon, dang cho’ dwdi thuyeén, khi ndy ¢6 néi “Chao budi sang”
ltc di 1én, bay gio’ lai néi “Tam biét moi ngwoi,” khi chéo dwa bac géi di.
Béac nay ldc nao ciing 1a mot tay tho dan kiém lovi.

Con may nguwoi kia thi khong hé kiém 1oi. Ho néi hoai néi mai, toan
maYy chuyén thd dan, vé con bao va vu trom. Thinh thoang ho hoi may cau
lam ddm Amazon thd’y kho trd 101 qua, du thuyén tredng Flint ¢6 do 1o
cho. Pén ca bac Jackson, ngwoi thG dan khde manh tr ndng trai Holly
Howe, ciing mudn biét chinh xdc lam sao ddm Chim En lai tim th&y céi
hop.

Cudi cung r'oi cau chuyén gitra tho dan cling voii déan.

“Théi ta thu don @6 dac di nhi?” cd Blackett bdo hai dira Amazon. “Hai
dra chat hét d6 xudng xudng cling dwoe, roi vE cung me, minh kéo
thuyén Amazon theo sau.”

“Kéo Amazon di 4!” Nancy kinh hai thot 1€n. “Bon con s€ dong budm
tw vé. Bon con khdng mudn dwoc ciru vot gi ca.”

“Chd nay am wét qud roi,” me cia ddm Chim En 1én tiéhg. “M&y con
phéi theo me vé Holly Howe théi.”

“Chwa dau me,” Titty nai ni. “Bon con kho rdo ca ma, con lai nguyén ca
h6p bo khd ntra, cd ddng banh mi ngot, v&i lai hdm nay la ngay cudi cla
bon con ma.”

Bi mdt con 14 thd dan Iua vEé nha thi that & ché qua di, du d6 cé la
nhtrng tho' dan dang yéu nha't cling vay. Mot nira niém vui trong viéc tham
hi€m vung da't héo lanh chinh 1a cudi cing dwgc dong bu'dm tré vé co’ ma.
V&i lai con bé phai néi 1ol chao tam biét hon ddo ntra chix. John, Susan va
Roger ciing nan ni dwgc ¢ lai. Con Nancy véi Peggy chi don gidn 1a khang
khang khong mudn ve.

“Thé& nh& troi lai trd gi6 thi sao?” me ddm Chim En hoi.



Pén day thi thuyén tredng Flint 1én ti€ng.

“Khong tré gié nira dau chi a. P&’y chi 1a dot mwa dong dau tién trong
mua thu & ving chdng t6i thdi. Lic nay gié dang tan di r'oi, dé€n trudc toi
nay ma c6 troi yén bién lang thi toi cling s€ khéng ngac nhién gi ca. Ngay
mai ¢ th€ ¢c6 mwa, nhung hdm nay thi tdi gan nhw cam doan la thoi tiét s€
tot.”

Va thé& 1a moi chuyén dwoe dan x€p. Nhirng thtr khong ¢an cho hom &y
déu dwoc cha't xudng thuyén cia bac Jackson d€ mang vé Holly Howe,
hodc chit 1én xudng mdy n€u 1a d6 cia Amazon. Xudng s€ kéo thuyén cia
bac Jackson dén tan vinh vao Holly Howe, d€ hai ba me c6 thé ng'di chung
ca bin. “Ching ta ¢6 nhiéu chuyén d&€ néi 1dm,” c6 Blackett gidng giai.

“Vé chuyén nam toi lai dé€n &y a?” Peggy va Titty d0ng thanh.

“Chéc viy qud,” hai ba me cling dap.

Pau tién la cha't &6 1€n thuyén bac Jackson. Thuyén tredng Flint phu
mot tay, nén cling chaalng mat bao lau. Hai tdi léu sling nwde dwoe cudn lai.
“Béc trai ra phoi kho sau vay,” bac Jackson bao. Mén thi dwgrc nhét cd vao
mot tdi. Nancy mudn trit hét rom trong tdi ng ra d€ nhém dot Ia trai
cudi cling. “Khdng duwoc,” bac Jackson bao, “chd rom nay con tot 1dm.”
Vay la rom dwoc d€ danh cho bo an. T4t thdy d6 dac ctia nha Chim En
dwoc cha't 1én thuyén bac Jackson. Cha't bang hét chi con chtra lai A'm nudre
d€ pha tra, @6 dn thirc udng cho ngay hém &y, I'dng vet va hop thi€c cua
John.

“Con khong can gitr né ma,” me bao.

“Hop nay chira gid’y to’ tau con trong &y,” thuyén tredng John dap.

“Bon con s€ gitr [€u lai,” thuyén tredng Nancy bao, “nhwng khong can
tdi ngd voi may thir khac dau a.”

R6't cude ddm thd dan ciing sin sang ra ve.

Thuyén tredng Flint néi, “Tam biét nhé.”

“Béc ciling di sao?” Titty hoi.

“Bac di chung xudng v&éi may nguoi kia,” ong dap. “Bac cd chit
chuyén mudn ndi v&i me chau vé sang nam 4y ma. V&i lai bac ¢é nhiéu
viéc phai 1am 18m, vi mai di phai di London r'o6i. Lai con phai lo chuyén
con khi ntra, chdu bi€t ma. Nhwng vEé chiéu bac sé cho cac chau.”



Cudi cung roi xudng ciing nd mdy xinh xich, xinh xich, roi xa khoi
ddo, hai bén kéo theo hai thuy€n cheo, thuyén tredng Flint cam day neo
ngin, bac Jackson cAm day neo dai, tir hai géc phdi va trdi man xuong.
DPam thd din vAy tay khi xudng doi di.

“Tam biét nhé ma’y dira Chim En,” c6 Blackett goi 16n. “Cd mong dworc
gap lai cac chau.”

“Pirng vé mudn day,” me goi. “N&u may dira vé dén nha trwdc bay
gior, me s€ b&” Vicky xudng nha thuyén. Con bé mudn gip mit cac thuy tha
ngoai khoi tré vé nha mang theo con vet &y ma. Tam biét nhé cac bé
Amazon.”

“Tam biét, tam biét a,” Nancy va Peggy dong thanh. “Cd hira sang nam
quay lai chir a?”

“U sé quay lai,” me dép.

Sau khi moi ngwoi di khoi, bon nhd hai nha Chim En va Amazon nhin
nhau. Ptra nao cling 0 rd.

“MA&Yy nguoi thd dan nay,” Nancy than. “Do6ng qua chwng di. Ho bién
moi chuyén thanh mot chuy€n picnic ma't ti€u.”

“Me dau c6 lam th&’,” Titty phan doi.

“Me bon chi cling vay khi me ¢6 mdt minh thdi,” Nancy bao.

“V&i lai thuyén tredng Flint khi riéng mot minh thi chfmg hé giong thd
dan chut nao,” Titty n6i thém.

“Chi 1a khi ho tum lai v&i nhau,” Nancy néi. “Bon ho chéng cam long
duore, that to1 nghiép qua.”

“Ma thoi, ho di ca ro6i,” Peggy néi. “Ta tiép tuc vu ddm tau niao. Hom
nay la ngay sau khi ching ta dat vao bo. Gio thi chiing ta phai 6n dinh cudc
sOng trong hai mwoi ndm nira d€ ma ngéng tim tau di ngang qua.”

“Nhung chi€u nay ching ta vé nha roi ma,” Roger noi.

“Em dau c¢an phai n6i th&’,” Titty nhéc.

Nhung ché ich gi. Pa ndo ciing hiéu, nén ching dta ndo trd lai véi
tam trang nhw trede dwore.



“Bon minh tat nwde trén thuyén thoi,” John 1én ti€ng.

Véay do hon. PaYy la chuyén céan phai lam. Ca hai thuyén ngap nudrc.
MaAy thanh vdn ngang dang b&c hoi kho dan di dudi 4nh ning, ma ning thi
néng nhw thiéu, nhwng ma’y cdnh bu'dm van con wdt. Ca bon givong bu'dm
1&€n hong, r'oi quay tré lai trai.

Khu trai trong bé hon. C6 hai khoanh dat tai tdi ua da noi [€u clia nha
Chim En ting dwoc dung 1én va lam bac mau ddm cd bén dwdi tA'm 16t [éu
vi da che ching khdi 4anh mat troi. Léu clia ddm Amazon ding chdng cho
tro’ troi khong ¢6 ban dirng cung.

“Thoi nao,” Nancy bdo. “Nga nao minh cling phai ha I€u thoi - y 1a giat
sap no Yy - nén bat tay vao cho roi.”

Nh& may coc Téu ra khdi vién mép vai bd wdt that khé nhin 1am sao,
nhuwng ta't ca cung phu vao. L€u duoe cudn lovi lai. May coc [éu dwoe go ra
thanh nhié€u khiic, bé lai véi nhau, géi trong tam trai.

Hai nha Chim En va Amazon budn riu nhin quanh khu cdm trai, chi
con lai chd dot Ika trai dang 4m i chdy, hai khoanh dat vudng ua da noi
ting dung Téu, I'dng vet dudi vat ning, &m nwdc cia Susan, vai cdi coc,
hdp bo kho cung 6 banh mi ngot va hdp thi€c cta John, d€ cho thdy day
tirng 14 nha cia nhitng nha thdm hi€m cling bon cwdp biéh bang hiru.

“Khi bon minh di ro6i,” Titty néi, “ké khac s€ phat hién ra noi nay. Ho
s& biét day 1a khu trai nho vao chd dot Itka, nhung ho sé€ nghi 1a do thd dan
dung lén.”

“Né&u c6 k& nao chi€m chd nay thi bon minh sé& thui hdn ngay,” Nancy
Blackett bao. “Pay la ddo cla chiing ta, cia bon t& va ctia cac cdu, ching ta
s€ bao vé n6 chéng lai ba't ctr ai.”

“Cudi he nay bon minh sé phai di hoc,” Peggy thong béo.

“Bon nay cling vay,” Susan bdo.

“Htr, bon minh ¢6 di hoc mai dau,” Nancy bdo. “Bon minh s€ 1on 1én,
roi s€ song & day quanh nam sudt thang.”

“Bon nay ciing th&’,” Titty phu hoa, “va vao mua déng minh sé& tim thirc
an trén bang ngoai ria da.”

“Ngay nao dé anh sé€ di bi€n,” John bao, “ca Roger nira. Nhwng bon anh
s€ ludn tror lai day trong ma’y ngay phép.”



“Em s€ mang theo con khi,” Roger ndi.
“Con con vet thi s€ ludn dén day,” Titty thém.
“Thoi, quanh quan diy chang vui gi ca,” Nancy rut gon. “Ta ra khoi
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nao.

Nhirng thr d€ lai dwgrc mang xu6ng cang chat 1én thuyén. Susan trit
nwdce trong A'm vao dong Ira. Titty mang con vet di quanh khip ddo, d€ khi
vEé nha né s€ nh¢ dwoe nhirng noi ma con bé wa thich. Bén phiit cudi John
vut nh& ra sgi diy thwng dung d€ kéo deén trén cdy hai dang. Cau chay
ngwoc 1én day thdo mot dau thung ra, d€ sgi day tudt khdi canh ciy cao
trén kia rovi thich xudng nén da't am. Cau cudn thung lai mang xu6ng bén.

R6i cd bon dong budm ra khoi. Séng da diu bot, ca gid cling the,
nhung mit h'd con dong 14m.

“Gi6 thoi hwong Nam,” thuyén tredng Nancy thong bao. “Bon minh di
vét t&i. Bon t& biét mot chd cip vao t6t Idm xudi duwdi h'd kia. R'6i khi dé
s€ don dwore gi6 xudi huwdng dwa ching ta ve.”

“Bon t& s€ di theo sau,” thuyén tredng John bao. Cau mudn thuyén
cudi cuing roi khoi ddo phai 1a Chim En.

Trén thuyén Chim En, Roger ngdi dang miii, thuyén vién Titty ciing
I'6ng vet to twdng ngdi dwdi 1ong thuyén ngay sau cdt budm chinh, con
Susan va John ng6i cud1 dudi thuyén. John cam lai.

Vira dwa dwoc thuyén Chim En ra khdi bén va thuyén dang chay vat
gi6 man trai, thi Titty, ndy gio’ dang trd chuyén véi con vet, bdng 1én tiéng,
“Thwa thuyén tredng John, ta lam sao dwa Polly vao danh séch thuy thu
doan dworc nhi?”

“Bon minh ¢6 thuyén tredng thuyén phd, thuyén vién va boi tau roi.
Anh s€ ky 1énh cho né lam vet ctia thuyén,” thuyén tredng John dap.

“Anh c6 gidy to cda thuyén day khong?” Titty hoi. “N&u ma dang ky
cho n6 vao danh sach trén thuyén sau khi chuy&n hanh trinh chdm dut thi
chealng con y nghia gi nra.”

John chuyén tay 1di cho thuyén phd, mé hop thi€c ciia minh, 16i ra nhat
ky hai trinh da dwgc moi ngwoi ky tén, tv h'di ndo h'6i nao, trén mdém
Darien 4y. C6 ca khoi chd d€ chém thém mdt nhan sy vao. Cau viét vao,
“Polly, vet ctia thuyén.” Poan cdu trao to gid'y cho thuyén vién.

“Em phai ky vao thay cho n6,” ciu bao.



Nhwng thuyén vién da mé 1'6ng vet, con vet hién ngang bwdc ra, nhw
thé nd bi€t minh dang dwoc voi dén ¢6 viéce.

“May khong hin 1a ky dwoc,” Titty néi. “Nhwng cling ¢6 nhi€u thiy tha
khong biét ky 14m. May phai lam wdt vudt chan bah ctia may réi in dau 1én
thoi.”

“Dong an tam,” con vet quang quac.

“N6 dang doi lwvong da’y,” John bao.

Thuyén vién Titty lam wdt cdi vudt dor day cua con vet r'oi dat tor gidy
xudng dudi. Con vet budre chic nich 1én ding chd d€ lai ddu vudt chan, di
l1a n6 da d€ cho mot dau vudt dam thing gidy.

Titty vi€t 1€n bén canh, “Polly: di€m chi.”

“Chuan bj tr¢ bu'é6m nay,” Susan la 1on, John va Titty thup dau xuéng
khi sio budm sat ngang qua, thuyén Chim En leét vong tregt khdi mot dot
gi6, thoang tru trtr r'6i ham hé bang bang qua con séng.

“Amazon trong c¢6 dep khdng cht?” Susan vira hdi vira nhin ra con
thuyén budm tring nhd bé phia trwedc, v&i ngon co trang den phiap phdi
cung hai thay thu dau doi mii do.

“Chim En nhin ciing cheamg kém canh gi,” thuyén tredng John bao.

“Con xinh hon &y chi,” Titty thém. “Bon minh ¢ bu'd6m mau ndu ma.”

Ca bon dong budm, chay vat tr bo’ nay sang bo kia h'6 r'o6i tré lai, cho
dé&n khi cach céu tau thdy phia cudi h'd chirng mot dam.

Pén diy thi mo6t trong nhirng chi€c tau hoi nwdc thit to cia ho di
ngang qua bon chung, tau day khach 1a khach, bon ho déu d6n sang mdt
bén tau ma chi trd. Vién thuyén tredng, dang cam léi tau, 16i 6ng nhom ra,
nhin qua d&'y ma quan sét thuyén Chim En bé bdng. Lic nay thi tin tirc da
lan khip Rio, d4u h'd cudi h'd vé viec ddm Chim En d3 tim thay céi reong
bi danh cip & nha beé ciia 6ng Turner.

Th&t nhién mot loat hd reo vang vong khip mit nwde, tung ho tung hod
mai. Nhirng ngwoi khdch trén tau vy vAy nén, roi hét todng.

“Ma’Yy thd dan trén cdi thu hoi nwde kia bi gi &y nhi?” Roger thic méc.

R6i mot thiy thd chay ra sau cdt co phia dudi tau, ha 14 co hiéu to
twong mau do xudng lwng chwng cot, r'oi lai giwong 1én.



“Bon ho dang tung h6 ching ta da’y,” thuyén tredng John vira ndi vira
dé lyng mat may. “Kinh qué di th6i.”

“Ho dang chao &y ma,” Susan bdo. “Minh khong phai déap lai sao? Pam
Amazon dang dap lai day.”

Ca bon c6 the thd'y Peggy & day 1éo budm, dang ban ron kéo Ién ha
xudng 1a co’ hai tac.

Titty nh&t con vet vao I'ong, ha c& ctia Chim En xudng, r'oi lai kéo 1én.

“May la bon minh sip di réi,” thuyén trudng John bo. “Pé&n sang nim
thi ho s€ quén thoi.”

Con tau hoi nwde to twdng hdi ha di ti€p. Amazon hudng vao mdt vinh
nhd bén be Tay ctia h'6. Thuyén Chim En di theo. Ciy cdi rAm rap moc ven
vinh nhd nay, mot dong sudi nhd dS vao day. Chim En va Amazon cip vao
gan miéng sudi.

“Viing nay dep qua,” thuyén tredng John than phuc.

“La mdt trong nhirng chdn riéng ma bon t& wa thich nhat day,” thuyén
tredng Nancy ddp. “Hoan toan khong mot bong thG dan. Puong 10 céach
day cd ddm phia bén kia canh ring. Chwa ai trng dén day trie bon té ra, va
khong ai ¢6 th€ trong tha'y bon t& & diy, k€ ca tir ngoai sdng nhin vao, trw
phi ho tinh co’ nhin thflng vao thoéi.”

Bon nhd d6t Iva dun nwdc ngay canh con lach nhd, sau trdn mwa dém
qua con lach 6 at thdo nwdc. Cii réu ven bo' con wot nhep, nhwng ching
tim th&y trong ring vai canh cti kho. Ching nhém lra bing mdt nhim
rong kho. Ciing khong dé dang gi, nhung mot khi da bt Ita, thi Itra cling
chdy dwoc lau du d€ dun sbi nwdc. Noi day, cach xa hon ddo, ching cling
trai qua ngay cudi, cho dén khi thuyén tredng Nancy d€ y thd'y mat nwdce
h'6 hdu nhw da lang hoan toan.

“S& mat nhiéu thoi gian d€ quay thuyén vé nha 1im diy,” c¢d bé néi.
“Ménh Iénh la gi day, thwa d6 d6c?”

John giit minh. Nay gio’ cdu mai nghi d&€n chuyén khac.

“Hai doan dong budm quay vé hudng Béc ndo,” ciu bio.

Hai chi€c thuyén bé con cham chdm roi khoi vinh nwde nhd ma hoa ra
h'6 1on. Gid ra't nhe, du thi thodng mo6t con gié hdy hay to hwéng Nam gitp
ching va 1am sAm mau ma’y con séng be bé 13ng thinh.



“T&1 qua chang ai ngd dwoc 14 gi6 ¢6 thé thdi nhw the niy dau nhi,”
Roger noi.

Ca bon cho thuyén chay nguoc 1én hd v&i sao budm 16ng gi6. Khoi
dang bdc 1én phia cic canh rong trén swon d6i cao cao. Bon nhd con nghe
dwoc ti€ng riu cia may nguoi the d6t than trong khong trung gior dang yén
lang.

“Bon ho vAn con & diy khi bon minh da di roi,” Titty noi.

“Ai co’?” Susan hdi.

“Ma’y ké man di &Yy,” Titty dép.

Gi6 lang dan. Sao ciang budm quat ra sau, thi thodng day kéo bu'dm sa
ré trong nuwoc.

“Thuyén vién, em ng6i phia man khud't gié di nao,” John bao. “Ngbi
thé” d€ sao cang budm vung ra ngoai.”

Nancy trén thuyén Amazon dang ng6i dwdi man khud't gié ciling vi 1y
do do.

“Minh cheo thi hay hon chang?” Roger d€ nghi.

“Em mu6n xudng mdy chi gi,” thuyén tredng John dap.

“Pau c6 dau,” Roger bao. “Thuyén budom m&i chat.”

Hai doan tw twe lwdt qua ddo Meéo Hoang. Hon ddo lai tré thanh hoang
dao khong nguwoi sinh sé6ng nhw Titty da quan sat trong bao nhiéu ngay tw
mom Darien. Ay th& nhwng, gi né khéng con 14 hon ddo &y nita. John vira
nhin lai ddo, vira nhé d€n bén cang va ma’y ngon dén hi€u cung T'dn ciu boi
vong quanh ddo, v&i ca Tan tréo 1€n cdi cdy to kia ntra. D61 voi Roger thi
day sé ludn 1a noi T4n dAu tién thang bé boi dwoc. Con v&i Susan d6 lai 1a
khu cdm trai va chim séc nha ctra cing ndu nwéng cho mdt dai gia dinh.
Titty nghi v€ hon ddo nhw ddo cua Robinson Crusoe. Pay la ddo cia nd
hon 1a cta ai khac vi né ting song trén d6 mot minh ma. N6 nhé lai 167
mon minh da phat quang, nhé lai vu Tan budc trong dém td1, nghe thdy
ti€ng cud ric. N6 nho vé con chim hét nwoc. Nho lai lic dwa Amazon ra
khdi cang. Bt nhién né nhin ngang h'é sang dao Chim C6c va roi nhin dén
thuyén Amazon dang lang 1€ lwdt trén mat nwdc cach dd'y mot doan. Co
that 1a n6 da ting neo thuyén Amazon ngoai kia gitra dém t6i hay khong?



GIA BIET!



Khi bon nhd chay ngang qua vinh Nha B¢, thuyén tredng Flint chéo ra
chao tw biét I'an nwra.

“Tam biét a,” ca bon d6ng thanh.

“Hen sang ndm nhé,” dng ta goi 1o'n dap lai, roi duwng tay chéo ma nhin
theo hai doan cham cham trdi vé phia médm Darien.

Pén dwdi médm Darien thi hdi doan tach ra.

Lai thém nhiéu ti€ng goi to “Tam biét,” “Nh¢ Lién minh nhé,” roi thém
“Sang nam lai d€n nhé.” “HoO to ba ti€ng chao ddo Méo Hoang nao,” John
20i 16n. Ca bon ciing hd. “Ba tiéng cho doan Chim En,” Nancy la 1én. “Cho
cd Amazon nira,” bon tré ddp lai. John xoay chiéu doi theo hwdng gié va
dirng 1én hwdng vao nha thuyén caa Holly Howe. Amazon van chay tiép.
Ch:flng ma’y chd'c thuyén da khud't dang phia sau miii xa nha't ctia vinh.

“Em wdc sao moi chuyén van chua két thic,” Roger néi.

“Ma thdi, khong phai dn bo khd ntra,” Susan bao.

“Hay bon minh hat bai ‘Thit b0 mudi’ di?” Titty d€ nghi. Thé& 1a ca bon
cung hat:

“Bo mud’i, bdo mudi oi mwrng qua,

B0 mudi voi bich quy 6i 6i!

B0 mudi bo mudi oi ming qua,

B0 mudi voi bich quy 6i 6i!

Khi 1én bo’ chén thém nhiéu moén

Moén ngon lanh 61 la nhiéu mon!

Pung c6 quén ga ban thuyén xua,

Lalaldala,lalala!”

“Susan la ga ban thuyén ngay xwa,” Roger noi.

“Prtra nao ciing vay hét,” John bao.

“Thé& cac bai ngwoi ta hat vao cudi cudc hanh trinh la gi &y nhi?” Susan
thic méc.

Titty ca't loi, cd dam con lai 1ap tirc hoa theo, vi dira nao cling biét:

“O ta sém nghe s&p gia ra 1énh,

Nay Johnny, roi di, roi khéi thuyén di.

Cau l1én bo’ ma linh ti tién lwong,



Pa dén luc ta rovi thuyén day clu.

Roi khéi thuyén nhr mot ngwoi diing manh,

Johnny h&i, hdy roi thuyén di, roi thuyén.

Roi di Johnny, roi di khi con dwoc,

ba dén ldc ta rovi khéi thuyén r'oi.”

“Ai la Johnny m&i dwoe?” Roger hoi. “A kia, me voi Vicky dang di
xudng dong kia.”

SWALLOW’-’RND-AMAZOOR-EVER

CHIM EN VA AMAZON MUON NAM!



[l Ruthless: tan nhan. Ruth: 1ong tric ah.
(2] Chom Pai Hung Tinh.
31 An t& ma hai tic giri cho nhau.

[4] Tén goi Thdi Lan thoi xua.
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