































































































































































































The language of newspapers

Keith Waterhouse has been a

journalist for thirty years. He is also

well known as a novelist, dramatist
and a screen and TV writer. He
writes a twice-weekly column for

The Daily Mirror, and has written a
guide book for journalists called
Daily Mirror Style (1981). In the
book he gives this example of good,
popular newspaper reporting.

Bachelor Stephen Howe really has his
hands full running his own home.

He even turned down a free trip to the
Continent because it would interfere with
his housework.

The refusal angered his bosses, who
had asked him to represent them at a
scientific conference in Brussels.

Stephen, 29, said: ‘Spending time away
from home creates a backlog of
housework, gardening and laundry.’

His bosses at Stone Platt Fluid Fire,
Dudley, West Midlands, were amazed.

Company chairman Nathan Myers
pointed out that Stephen was the only man
capable of telling the conference about
research he had been doing.

And Mr. Myers went out of his way to
eliminate any fears Stephen might have
about the trip.

Frightened of flying? he asked Stephen.

No problem. We'll send you by sea.

Reluctant to spend two days away from
home?
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No problem. We'll make it a one-day
trip.

But Stephen was adamant, and came up
with a string of other reasons for not
going. Such as . . .

e I don’t possess a decent suit.
o Foreign food upsets me.

o | haven’t got a passport.

e 1 would have to buy a suitcase.

Eventually Mr. Myers got tough.
Either you go to Brussels, he said—or
you're fired.

Stephen, who owns a terraced house
on a luxury estate in Wolverhampton,
stuck to his guns.

He took Mr. Myers to a Birmingham
industrial  tribunal alleging  wrongful
dismissal.

And the judgment went against
Stephen—the houseproud bachelor who
polished off his job.

False titles

Newspapers often use false titles,
“Top footballer Bryan Robson’. You
only find false titles in newspapers.
There are two false titles in this
story. What are they?

Here are some other examples from
newspapers:

DISGRACED AMERICAN
PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON...

Atttrﬁctiv?
mother-of-th
June Adams...ree

Missing murder suspect
Lord Lucan...

WHOOPING-COUGH
VACCINE VICTIM
JULIA BROWN...

These kind of titles are never used
outside newspapers. Try and find
some for students in your class, e.g.
Bicycle-riding 18-year-old JohnSmith...
Blonde genius Mary Brown ...

Exercise 1

You are a journalist. You have to
report Stephen Howe’s story, but
you have only half the amount of
space. Decide which points are most
important.

Summarize the story in 120 words.
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