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1: VU AN
Ghi chép caa Nonoguchi Osamu

Vu dn xay ra vao thir Ba, ngay 16 thang Tu.

Hom &y, t6i roi khdi nha vao lic 3 rwei chiéu d€ dén nha Hidaka
Kunihiko. Nha Hidaka cdch chd toi mot ga tau dién. Tuy tr ga phai di xe
buyt mot chidt, nhwng tinh ca thoi gian di b6 cling chi ¢in hai mwoi phdt 1a
dén noi.

Binh thwong, t6i cling hay dén nha Hidaka du khéng c¢6 chuyén gi quan
trong, nhung hdm &y thi ¢c6 chuyén dic bi€t. Chinh xdc hon, néu bd 1o
ngay nay, toi s€ khong dwgrc gip cau a8y mot thoi gian dai.

Nha Hidaka nam trong khu dan cu dwgre quy hoach ngay ngén. Khu nay
toan nha & cao cap. Thinh thoang con thdy nhirng ng6i nha c6 the goi 1a
biét thy sang chanh. Khu vyc nay lic tred'c von la rieng cdy, nén ¢6 nhiéu
nha cr d€ nguyén cay cdi coi nhw ciy trong trong vwon. Phia sau nhirng
birc twong 1a may cdy ho s6i moc um tum, d6 béng xudng mat dwong.

Puwong di ciing khong nhd hep gi, nhung toan bd khu vic nay la dwong
mot chiéu. Tinh an toan cling 1a mét ti€u chuan danh gia chang.

Khi nghe Hidaka mua nha & khu nay may nam trwede, tdi da nghi bung
qua nhién la vay. B&i nhirng thi€u nién 1on 1én & khu vye nay déu trng mor
woc dwoe song & day.

Nha ctia Hidaka chwrra d&n mikc biét thy xa hoa, nhung chéc chin 1a qué
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rong cho hai vor chdng. Mdi nha kieu Irimoya truyé€n thong cua Nhat,
nhung lai c6 ctra sO 10i, ctra ra vao hinh vom, ctra sd tang hai trang tri
nhirng chiu hoa theo thi€t k& phwong Tay. C6 1€ day la k&t qua cta viéc
dung hoa dong déu y ki€n cua hai v¢r chong. Khdng, néu nghi dén birc
twong gach tran, thi chac y ki€n ctia ngeoi vgr dugre thong qua nhiéu hon.
Lic trude, cd Ay teng thd 10 mudn thi sdng trong mdt ngdi nha nhw 1au dai
chau Au.

Dbinh chinh, khéng phai vo. La v truedce.

Di doc theo bitc twong gach d6, dén trudec canh cong ciing dip nhitng
vién gach nam ngang, t61 bA'm chudng goi.

Nhwng cho’ mai cling khong c6 ti€ng trd 1ovi. Nhin lai, khong thdy chiéc
SAAB cua Hidaka & bai do xe. T6i nght cdu &y da ra ngoai.



Pang tim céch giét thoi gian, toi nhé ra cdy hoa anh dao. Trong vieon nha
Hidaka c6 trong mot ciy hoa anh dao canh kép, I'dn t6i d€n mdi day, hoa da
nd dwoe ba phan. Te hdom d6 cling da gan mwoi ngay trdi qua, khong biét
no thé nao roi.

Tuy la nha ngwoi ta nhung t6i ¥ minh la ban than, nén ty y budc vao. Lo
di vao ctra ré nhanh gitra chirng, dan dé€n phia Nam cin nha. T6i di theo d6
va vong ra vuon.

Hoa anh dao d3 rung kha khd nhung van con lai s6 cdnh hoa dd d€
thwdng 1am. C6 diéu, day khdng phai Iic d€ t6i ngam hoa van canh. Cé mdt
ngwoi phu nr la mat & do.

Co ta cui gap nguoi, dwong nhwe dang nhin mat da't. Trang phuc don gian,
quién jeans, 4o len, trén tay cam thr gi nhw mi€ng vai trang.

“Nay, c0 o1...” Toi 1én ti€ng. Nguoi phu nir ¢6 vé gidt minh, nhin vé phia
nay roi dirng phat day.

“A, xin 16i.” Nguwoi phu nit néi. “La vi céi niy bj gi6 thi, bay vao veon.
Hinh nhw chi nha di vang, t6i cling tha’y that ngai, nhwng...” N6i roi co ta
cho t61 xem mén d6 cam trén tay. Mot chi€c mu trang.

Trong c6 ta khodng hon ba muoi 18m tudi. Mat, miii, miéng déu nhd, mot
gurong mat don di€u. Sdac mat khong tot lam.

T6i hoi nghi ngor, vira ¢6 mot con gié manh d&€n mirc thdi bay ca mii sao?

“Trong c6 nhin chim cham miit dat...”

“Véng, a, do bai ¢d dep qua nén tbi cr nghi bung khdng biét ngwoi ta da
cham soc ra sao.”

“Um, t6i khong 16 1dm. PAy 12 nha ngwdi ban than cda toi nén...”

Co6 ta gat dau. Co vé co ta bi€t toi khong phai chi nhan ngdi nha.

“Xin 16i anh.” C0 ta cti d4u roi bing ngang qua t6i, di vé phia cdnh cong.

Khodng ndm phuit sau thi phai, toi nghe tié€ng dong co’ 6 tO & phia bai dd
xe. Co 1é Hidaka da veé.

To6i quay lai chd cira ra vao. Puing lic chiéc SAAB mau xanh thAm dang
lui vao bai. Hidaka ng'6i & gh€ tai x& nhan ra t6i, khé gat dau. Ca Rie ngoi
gh& bén canh cling mim cwoi cdi chao.

“Xin 10i cAu. Toi dinh ra ngoai mua sdm chdt dinh ma ket xe qud. Chiu
thua.” Vira buedc xudng xe, cu ay gio tay tred'c mat td y xin 10i. “Cho 1au
khong?”

“C{ing khong 1au 1&m. Tdi tranh thd ngidm cdy anh do0.”



“Rung roi ma?”

“Chut chit. Nhung cdy hoa dep dd’y chi?”

“Liic n& thi dep that, nhung sau d6 mét 1dm. Ctra s& phong lam viéc gan
d6 nén thinh thodng m&’y con sdu bud'm cir bo vao.”

“A a. Nhwng thoi gian tdi ciu ciing dau con lam viéc & day nira.”

“Um, ctt nghi thodt dwoc khoi dia nguc su budm d6 1a t6i lai thé phao.
Ma thoi, vao di. Am chén uéng ca phé thi t6i con d€ & ngoai.”

bi qua ctra Ion hinh vom, chiing t6i bwdc vao nha.

Bén trong gan nhw da don dep sach. Ca tranh treo twong ciing khong con.

“Péng d6 xong r'oi a?” Toi hdi Hidaka.

“Tri phong lam viéc, con thi hdu nhw da xong. That ra l1a dich vu chuyén
nha lam hét 8y ma.”

“Pém nay ciu ngu ¢ dau?”

“Tam thoi da dit khach san. Khach san Crown. Nhwng khong chung toi
s€ nga & day.”

T6i va Hidaka vao phong lam viéc cua cau &y. Phong kieu Tay rdng
ching 16 mét vudng. Can phong trong trai, chi ¢6 may tinh, ban lam viéc
va mdt ké sach nhd. Nhirng thir con lai chac da dong thung.

“Ttrc 12 van con ban thdo d&n mai phai viét cho xong 4?”

Hidaka nhan nhd, gat dau tredc ciu hdi cia toi.

“Van con mot h'di truyén dang dai ki. Trong dém nay phai gtri fax cho ho,
nén chwa cat dién thoai dwoc.”

“Nguyé€t san nha Some a?”
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“Con phai vi€t ma’y trang nira?”

“Ba muoi trang. Chéc ciing xong thoi.”

C6 hai chi€c ghe€ nén chung td1 ng61 cdch nhau mdt géc ban lam viéc.
Mot luc sau, Rie mang ca phé vao.

“K\hl’ hau & Vancouver th& nao nhi? Chic lanh hon & day?” T6i hdi hai
nguoi.

“Vi d6 khdc nhau qua ma. Lanh hon day 1a cdi chic.”

“Nhung dwoc cdi mia he mat mé. Chw cr & sudt trong phong mdy lanh
cling hai strc khde 1lam.”



“Ngbi trong phong mat ma cong viéc thuin loi thi tot thdi. Nhung chic
hoi khé.” Hidaka cuoi ndi.

“Anh Nonoguchi nh¢é sang choi nhé. Chiing ti ludn sdn sang din anh di
choi.”

“Cam on. Nhat dinh toi s€ sang.”

“Anh ng'6i choii thong thd.” Rie néi roi roi khdi phong.

Hidaka ¢Am cdc ca phé dirng ddy, ngim khu vuirdn tir cira s0.

“That may 1a dwgrc nhin ciy anh dao nay nd rd.” Cau &y ndi.

“T& nim sau, khi né né that dep, toi s& chup hinh gii sang cho ciu. O
ma, bén dé c6 hoa anh dao khdng nhi?”

“Chju. Hinh nhw gan cdn nha t6i s€ ¢ khong c¢6.” Hidaka néi roi nhap
chut ca pheé.

“Ma nay, ldc ndy ngodi vuedn c6é ngudi phu nit ki quai 1dm.” T6i hoi do
du, nhung nghi cau 2y bi€t thi t6t hon nén quy€t dinh noi.

“Nguwoi phu nir ki quéai?” Hidaka nhiu may.

To6i k€ cho cdu &y chuyén nguwoi phu nir ldc nay. Thé 1a nét mat ban dau
c6 vé h'o nghi cta ciu &y dan gian ra.

“C6 phai nguoi phu ntt ¢6 khuén mat nhw Kokeshi2 khong?”

“Q, ding vdy. Ciu ndi t6i mdi thdy ding 1a gidng.” Phép so sanh qua
chinh xac khié&n t6i bat cuoi.

“Goi la Niimi thi phdi. C6 ta sdng gan day. Trong tré vay cl\u’r co 1€ cling
hon bdn muoi roi. Co ta ¢6 dwra con trai hoc ¢ip hai. Mot thang nhéc khor
khao. Ong ch'ong hi€m khi & nha. Rie dodn chac la di lam xa nha.”

“Biét rd nhi. Than 1dm a?”

“V&i cd ta 4? Khong dam dau.” Cau &y mo ctra s0, d€ ctra lwdi. Lan gié
diu nhe bay vao, mang theo mui 1d cdy thoang thoang. “Ngwoc lai thi ¢4.”
Cau aYy ti€p tuc. “Cé vé ¢o ta cam thu t6i.”

“Cam thu? Xem ra cling khong &€m tha'm nhi. Nguyén nhan la gi?”

“Con meo.”

“Meo 4?7 Con meo sao?”

“Hinh nhwr con meéo ¢6 ta nudi méi chét dao gan day. Nghe dau nga bén
vé dwong. Béc si thi y xem thi chan dodn 1a bj tring doc.”

“Chuyén do6 lién quan gi dé€n cau?”

“C06 ta nghi ngo toi 1am vién bénh troi ¢6 ddc by con meo dn phai.”



“Cau 4?7 Sao co ta lai nghi vay?”

“Hai hudc 1dm.” Hidaka 13y to nguyét san trén ké siach duy nha't con lai,
m¢ ra & khoang gitra, dat tredc mét t6i. “Co ta bao da doc cai nay r'oi.”

D6 1a mdt bai tin van dai do nira trang, ¢ nhan dé “Gidi han cuia chiju
dwng”. Bén canh bai vié€t ¢6 hinh chan dung Hidaka. T6i doc lwdt qua. Noi
dung néi vé nhirng phién todi do me¢o nha dwgrc nudi tha giy ra. Buoi sang,
trong vweon the ndo ciling ¢ phan meo, xe & ngoai bai dd thi trén mui day
d&u chan meo, ld caa chiu hoa canh bi cin xé. Tuy biét thd pham 1a con
meo 16ng tring di€m niu nhung khong cach nao d61 pho. ba xep ca day
chai nhya nhung chang an thua, moi ngay déu bi the thach gidi han chiu
dung. NOi dung dai khai la vay.

“Con meéo chét c6 16ng tring di€m nau 47

“Thi vay.”

“Ra 1a th&"” To6i cuwdi cay ding, gat dau. “Vay cd bj nghi ngd cling khdng
la.”

“Tu@n trwde thi phdi, c6 ta d&€n ddy voi vé mat that kinh khing. Khong
dén murc noi thang la t6i bd doc, nhung nhu’ng lovi ¢b ta ndi cling géan nhuw
vay. Rie tirc gidn noi nha toi khong lam the ro1 dudi ¢d ta di, nhung van
luan quan & vueon thi chac 1a con nghi ngo. C6 1€ ¢6 ta dang tim xem c¢6 rot
mi€ng banh ddc nao khong dé6 ma.”

“C06 chap qué nhi?”

“Ki€u phu ntr d6 la vay.”

“Co ta khong biét ciu sdp qua Canada so'ng mot thoi gian 4?7

“Rie ¢6 ndi v&i ¢o ta roi. La tuan sau ching toi s€ sang Vancouver s6ng
mot thoi gian, cho nén con meo nha cd ¢6 phién todi it nhiéu gi thi chiing
toi cling chi ¢an chiu dung thém chiit nira thoi. Trong vay chir ¢6 Ay cling
manh mé ddy.” Hidaka cwoi thich thad.

“Nhung Rie néi c6 ly ma. Ché’ing viéc gi cdc cdu phai vii vang gi€t con
meo ca.”

Khong hi€u sao Hidaka lai khong dong y ngay voi cau néi nay cia toi.
Ciu &y van cwoi nhan nhd nhin ra ngoai ctra s, udng can cdc ca phé roi
budng mot cau, “Toi lam day.”

“Ha?” Khong hi€u y ciu &y la gi, t6i hai lai. “Cau néi gi?”

Hidaka dat c6c ca phé xudng ban, 18y thud'c 14 va bat Itra ra.

“La toi giét day. Toi da dit s&n vién banh doc trong vweon. Khong ngor
moi viéc lai sudn sé vay.”



Nghe nhirng 101 nay, tdi van chi nghi ciu 4y néi dua. Th& nhung nu cwdi
kia, lai khong phai ki€u cwoi dua.

“Vién banh doc gi d6 cdu lam thé nao?”

“Chang th& nao cd. Tron thudc trir sdu voi thirc dn cho meo, réi virt 1dn
16¢ ngoai vieorn thdi. M&y con meo ma't day thi cdi gi ma chang an.”

Hidaka ngam di€u thud'c, m6i Itra r'oi khoan khodi nha khéi. Khoi thudc
tan bi€n trong lan gié thoi qua tim ctra lwdi.

“Sao ciu lai 1am vay?” Tdi hoi, cdm tha’y khong thodi mdi cho 14m.

“T6i da k€ voi cdu la chwra tim ra ngeoi thué nha nay roi nhi?” Ciu ay
néi v&i nét mat nghiém tic hon.

(“[j]” 29

Vo chong Hidaka dinh cho thué cén nha nay trong khoang thoi gian ho &
Canada.

“Cong ty ba't dong san s€ ti€p tuc tim gidp, nhung moi ddy ho néi voi toi
mot viec ciing dang lwu tam mot chut.”

“Chuyén gi?”

“Ho néi x€p maYy chai nhya tredc nha nhw vay sé tao an twong khong

t6t. Vi n6 khi€n ngu’0’1 ta cam glac noi nay c6 nan meo qui’y ro1. Pung la
thé” thi chang ai mudn thué ca nhi.”

“Vay thi don ma’y thir d6 di 1a dwoc ma?”

“Lam vay dau giai quyét dwgc ban cha't clia van dé? Lic ngwoi mudn
thué nha d&n xem, phan meo day vuon thi sao? Bon t6i & day thi con don
dep dworc, nhwng tr mai chang con ai nira. Tha h'd ngi mui hwong ngao
ngat.”

“Vi vay ma cau gié’t ar’

“Trach nhiém ndm & cha nudi day chr. Nhwng cdi ba n6i tror tén Niimi
dé co vé chang hi€u dwgec di€u ay.” Hidaka dui di€u thudc vao gat tan.

“Rie c6 bi€t chuyén dé khong?”

Nghe t6i hoi, Hidaka nh&ch mép cudi, 1ac dau.

“Sao ma biét dwore. Phu nir ¢ may nguwoi khong thich meo chik? Noi sy
that r'oi co &y sé coi téi nhw 4c quy.”

Chaalng biét tra 101 th€ nao, tdi im lang. Ping Iic d6 chudng dién thoai
reo. Hidaka nhi'c may.

“Al6. A a, chao anh. Toi cling dang nghi dén ldc c6 dién thoai goi t&i roi.
Vang, ding nhw k& hoach. Ha ha, anh di gu6c trong bung t6i r'oi. T6i chuan



bi bét tay vao viéc day. Dung vay. T6i dinh trong dém nay xong, vang, xong
roi toi s€ gui. A, chuyén do thi, cdi di€n thoai nay chi dung dwoc dén trra
mai tho6i, nén tdi s€ goi cho anh. Vang, tir khach san. Vay cr thé' nhé.”

Cip mdy roi, cau &y khé thé hit mot chit.

“Bién tap vién a?” Toi hoi.

“Yamabe nha Some. Tdi vAn thwong xuyén tré ban thdo, nhung I4n nay
xem chwng ho s6t rudt ra mat. Gi thi gi, gio ma ho d€ song toi 1a ngay mot
toi dau con & Nhat nwra.”

“Vay toi ki€u day, khong lam phién cau.” Téi roi gh€’, dieng day.

Ping lic daYy, c6 ti€ng chudng cra. Clr twdng nhan vién ti€p thi hay gi
dé nhung hinh nhw khong phai. T6i nghe ti€ng Rie di doc hanh lang, sau dé
1a ti€ng go cira.

“Gi vay?” Hidaka hdi.

Ctra md, Rie tho dau vao vdi vé mat u uit.

“Fujio dén...” Rie thi thao.

Mait Hidaka t67 sAim nhw bau troi tredec con dong.

“Fujio... La Fujio Miyako a?”

“Um. C6 4y bao c6 chuyén nhat dinh phai néi trong hom nay.”

“Buyc that.” Hidaka bim moi. “Chic ddnh hoi dworc ching ta di Canada
day.”

“Hay em n6i minh bin d€c6 &y ve?”

“Um...” Cu 47y suy nghi mot chit roi néi. “Thdi, d€ anh giip. Giai quyét
dirt di€m & ddy ciing khde cho minh. Em din ¢ 4y vao phong nay gidp
anh.”

“Ciing dwoc, nheng ma...” Rie ngan ngai nhin vé phia toi.

“A, t6i cling dinh vé day.” Téi néi.

“Xin 16i anh.” CO &y néi r'oi khué't sau cdnh cira.

“That phién.” Hidaka thé dai.

“Fujio... C6 ba con gi v&i Fujio Masaya a?”

“Em gdi.” C4u dy gii cdi dau véi mo téc hoi dai. “Phdi ma doi tién thi
con don gian, dang nay doi thu h'di va viét lai thi sao ma dap wng dworc.”

Nghe ti€ng chan dé€n gan, Hidaka khong néi ntra.

Tiéng Rie vang 1én, “Hanh lang tdi qua, xin 10i ¢6.” R0i ¢6 tié€ng gb cira.
“Vang.” Hidaka dap.



“Chi Fujio d&€n nay.” Canh ctra m@ ra, Rie xud't hién.

Ding sau Rie 12 mot co gai téc dai, tudi chirng trén hai mwoi 1im. C6 mic
bo vét nhw nr sinh dai hoc khi di chao hoi cdc cong ty. La mot ngwoi dén
khong bao trudc, cd the tha'y c6 &y da rat ¢ gang gitr vé ngoai chin chu.

“Thoi, toi vé day.” T6i néi voi Hidaka. Suyt ntra t6i da néi loi hen ngay
mot s€ di tien n€u dwoe nhwng kip dwng lai. T6i nghi khdng dwoc khién
Fujio Miyako kich dong it nhi€u.

Hidaka im Idng, gat dau.

Rie tién tdi ra khoi nha Hidaka.

“Lu bu qu4, that xin 15i anh.” C6 Ay chip hai tay lai, nhdm mot mét, néi
v&1i vé xin 16i. Do déng ngwdi thon tha, nhd nhﬁp nén khi lam vay, cam giac
cd &y cir nhr mot thi€u nir. Khong the nghi rang d6 1a ngwoi phu nie da
ngoai ba muoi.

“Ngay mot toi s& di tién.”

“Anh dang ban ma?”

“Khong sao ca. Vay nhé.”

“Tam biét anh.” C6 A’y n6i va tién toi d&n tan chd ré ti€p theo.

To6i vé nha, lam viéc mot chiit thi chudng ctra reo.

Noi t61 sOng khac hin véi nha Hidaka, 1a mot can ho nho trong chung cu
ndm tang, gom mot phong lam viéc kiém phong ngt réng khoang 10 mét
vuodng va mot phong LDK3 x&p xi 13 mét vudng. Va t6i cling khong cé
ngwoi ban doi nhw Rie. Chudng ctra kéu thi phai ty minh ra mé théi.

T6i nhin qua 16 nhom trén ctra xem khach dén 1a ai roi mé khéa. La ciu
Oshima cua nha xua't ban Doji.

“C4u ldc nao ciing ding gio’ nhi.” Toi ndi.

“Uu di€m cua tdi chi ¢6 vay thdi ma. Day 1a chiit qua.” C4u ta dwa ra mot
g6i vudng ghi t€n mdt ti€m banh truyén thdng noi ti€ng. Cau ta bi€t 1o toi
la dan hao ngot thir thiét.

“Xin 16i @€ ciu phai nhoc cong dén tin day.”

“Khong sao a, dang nio ciing tién duwdong vé ma.”

To1 dwa Oshima vao phong khach chat hep roi rét tra. Sau d6 td1 vao
phong lam viéc, 18y xap ban thao dang de trén ban.

“Pay. To6i cling khong bi€t cé on khong...”

“To1 xin phép doc a.”



Cau &y dit coc tra xudng, voi 187y tap ban thao roi bit dau doc ngay. Toi
m@ bdo ra. Tuy la viéc thwong ngay, nhwng chang 18y gi lam dé chiju khi ¢6
ngwoi doc ban thdo cia minh ngay tred'c mat.

Khi Oshima doc dwoe khoang mot nira thi dién thoai khong day dit trén
ban an reo 1&€n. T6i xin phép r'oi dirng day.

“Alo, t61 Nonoguchi day.”

“Alo, toi day.” La giong ctia Hidaka. Cau &y ¢6 vé hoi chdn nan.

“[\J’, cO chuyén gi a?”

T6i hoi vay vi van bin khoin chuyén Fujio Miyako, nhung c4u &y khong
tra 1o cAu héi d6 ma yén ling mét chit r'oi hoi toi, “Biy gior cdu ban a?”

“Ciing khong hin, dang c6 khéch thoi.”

“Vay a? Khoang may gio’ xong?”

T6i nhin ddng h'6 treo twong. Lic d6 hon 6 gio mét chiit.

“Qhéc chit nira. Ma c6 chuyén gi?”

“Um.~N(’)i qua dién thoai hoi khé. T6i c¢6 chuyén mudn trao doi v&i céu.
bén cho té1 dwoe khong?”

“Khong thanh van d€, ma...” T6i dinh hdi cé phai vu Fujio Miyako
khong, nhwng lai doi y. T6i quén 1a Oshima dang & bén canh.

“8 gior dwore khong?” Ciu &y hoi.

“Puoc.”

“Vay t6i chor ciu.” No6i r'oi ciu &y clp may.

T6i vira dat dién thoai xuéng thi Oshima ciing ¢6 vé mudn ding diy khoi
chi€c gh€ sofa.

“Ne€u anh c6 viéc thi toi xin phép...”

“Khong, khong sao, khong sao.” T61 dwa tay ra hi€u cau Yy clr ng'6i da'y.
“Chi 1a hen gap nguoi ta ldc 8 gior thdi. Van con nhiéu thoi gian, ciu cw
thong tha doc.”

“Vay a? Vay thi...” Oshima lai ti€p tuc doc ban thao.

Téi cling doc bdo ti€p nhung trong dau ctt thic mic sudt khong biét
Hidaka c6 viéc gi. C6 1€ la chuyén vé Fujio Miyako. T61 khong nghi ra gi
khéic ngoai viéc Y.

Hidaka c6 mot tdc pham t€n la Viing cam sdn bdt. Mot ti€u thuyét vigt vé
cudc doi mot hoa si tranh khac go. Tuy gan mac hw cdu, nhwng that ra tac



pham ndy c6 nguyén miu ngoai doi. D6 1a ngwdi dan ong tén Fujio
Masaya.

Fujio Masaya hoc cung treong cdp hai véi tdi va Hidaka. C6 1€ tx m&i
quan hé d6 ma Hidaka nghi dé€n chuyén vi€t tieu thuy€t vé cau ta. Nhung,
cuon tieu thuy€t nay cé vai van dé€. Tac pham miéu td nguyén ven ca
nhtrng sy viéc khong may t6t dep cho thanh danh cua Fujio Masaya. Pac
biét, nhirng sy viéc ba't thwong thoi di hoc, Hidaka viét gan nhw diing voi
s that. N&u chi doc nhu’ng doan d6 va thay d6i tén nhan vat, thi v&i toi
chang han, day khong con la ti€u thuyet Chuwa k€& nhtrng phan nhw FUJIO
Masaya bi gdi lang choi dim chét nay no ciling hoan toan ding v&i vu an
ngoai doi.

Cudn sach nay da tré thanh sach ban chay nhat. Nhirng ngwoi biét Fujio
Masaya dé dang dodn dwoc nguyén mau cla ti€u thuyét 1a ai. Cudi cling,
chuyén ciling dén tai gia dinh Fujio.

Nguwoi cha da qua doi. Lén ti€ng phan doi 1a ba me va ¢6 em gai. Ly 1€
cua ho th& nay, “Nguyén mau cua ti€u thuyét o rang 1a Fujio Masaya.
Nhung chiing tdi nhd rang khong hé cho phép ai viét ra cudn tidu thuyét
nhw vdy. Ngoai ra, vi cudn ti€u thuy&t nay ma doi tw clia Fujio Masaya bj
ti€t 10, danh dw bi ton hai mdt cach phi 1y. Ching t6i yéu cau thu h'6i va
vi€t lai toan bd tac pham nay.”

Nhw Hidaka d4 néi, ho khong doi hdi bdi thuong bing tién bac. Ho chi
don thudn mudn viét lai, hay mudén theong lwong diéu gi thi dé€n gio’ phat
nay van chua ro.

Nghe giong diéu qua dién thoai ldc ndy, c6 1€ viéc thwong lwong voi
Fujio Miyako khong 6n thda 1dm. Nhung cdu Ay goi téi d€ lam gi? Phai
chdng cau chuyén da t€ hon nhiéu? T6i thi ¢4 the giip gi dwoc day.

Trong ldc t6i suy nghi nhirng chuyén d6, dworng nhw Oshima dang ngdi &
doi dién da doc xong ban thao. T6i cling roi mét khdi t& bdo.

“Pugc qud chit.” Ciu ta néi. “Am dp, lai c6 cdm gidc hoai niém. Tdi thay
tot day.”

“Vay a? Ciu ndi vay tdi yén tam hin.” Téi thé phao, nhap ngum tra.
Oshima la nguoi tré to't bung, nhwng khéng néi nhirng 107 khach sdo.

Néu nhw moi I'dn thi ching tdi s€ ban vé hudng di sau nay, nhung toi lai
c6 hen voi Hidaka. Téi xem dong ho. Pa 6 gior rwdii.

“Thoi gian cta anh thé nao a?” Oshima gitr y hoi.



“Um, khong sao. Nhung thé nay, gan nha c6 tiém in, hay ching ta ra do
dung com roi ban viéc ti€p dugc khong? Neéu dwoc vay thi do cho toi
lam.”

“Pugrc chir. Pang nao t6i cling phai an com tdi.” Oshima vira néi vira ca't
ban thao vao cdp. Sang nam cau ta s€ 30 tudi, nhwng van con doc than.
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Chung t61 vea an moén gratin - vwra ban viéc tai nha hang cidch nha t61 hai,
ba phit di bd. N6i 1a ban viéc chir hdu nhw toan chuyén phi€m. Trong ldc
trd chuyén, téi ¢6 néi ngwoi minh hen gdp la nha van Hidaka Kunihiko.
Oshima c6 vé hoi ngac nhién.

“Anh quen anh &y a?”

“U. Ching t6i hoc chung cAp mot, cAp hai. Nha me dé ciing gan nhau.
Tw day di b cling dwore dd’y. Chi 1a nha ai cling bi dap bd, xay chung cw ca
roi.”

“Vay la ban ndi kho nhi?”

“Um, diing vAy. Nén vAin con than thiét dé&n gio.”

“O!” Mit c4u ta 4nh I1&n vé ghen tj pha 1in ngwong md. “Tdi khong biét
chuyén do.”

“Toi dwgre viet bai bén chd ciu ciing 12 nho' ciu Ay gidi thiéu.”

“0O, vy sao?”

“Hinh nhu ban d4u tong bién tap chd ciu dit Hidaka viét bai. Nhwng ciu
Ay toe ch6i vi khong viét dworc van hoc thi€u nhi, thay vao d6 gidi thiéu toi.
N6i cach khdc, voi téi cdu &y con la chd on hué niva.” T6i vira dung nia
ghim mi&€ng nui dwa Ién miéng vira néi.

“Hwm, c6 ca chuyén d6 ntra sao? Piing la toi cling to mo vEé vin hoc thi€u
nhi ciia anh Hidaka.” R6i Oshima héi t6i. “Anh Nonoguchi khong dinh vi€t
ti€u thuy€t danh cho nguwoi 1om sao?”

“Loai nao t6i cling mudn viét hét. Chua yéu la co hdi théi.” Pay l1a 1o that
long toi.

Hai chiing t6i roi tiém &n ldc 7 gio rwdi, di bd dé€n nha ga. Oshima 1én
chuyén tau dién chiéu ngwec lai nén tdi chao ciu &y & san ga. Ngay sau do,
tau dién bén tdi cling toi.

T6i dén nha Hidaka ding 8 gio. T6i dirng trwde cong, tha'y 1a la. Vi khu
nha tdi om. Pén ngoai cong cling tat.

Du vay, tdi van thtr nhdn chudng goi ndi bd. Tuy ciing da dy dodn dwoc
phéan nao, nhung khong he cé ti€ng dap lai.



Lic nay to6i nghi hay minh nham rdi. Hidaka néi 8 gior @&n chd ciu 4y,
nhwng ¢6 1€ khdng phai 1a 8 gio’ & nha riéng.

To6i quay lai con dwong lic ndy mét doan. O d6 ¢6 mdt cong vién nhod,
bén canh c6 mot bd't dién thoai cong cong. Tdi vira rit vi vira budc vao.

Sau khi hoi s& dién thoai khach san Crown qua tong dai, toi goi dén
khach san. Khi t6i n6i mudn gap nguoi tén Hidaka dang nghi & d6 thi ho
nd1 miy ngay.

“Alo, toi Hidaka day a.” Ti€ng cua Rie.

“Nonoguchi day.” T6i néi. “Hidaka cé & d6 khdong?”

“Khong a, chong em chwa dén diay. Em nghi anh 4y van con & nha. Vi
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con viéc phai lam ma.”

“Chang la nhw vay...”

T6i néi voi c6 &y vé viec den nha ho tt, dwong nhw trong nha khong cé
ngwoi. “La nhi?” O dau day bén kia, cd &y nhw dang nghiéng dau thac mac.

“Anh &y bao sm thi ciing nira d¢m moi dé€n day ma.”

“Vay chéic ciu &y di ra ngoai mdt chit roi.”

“Chéc chin khong c6 chuyén d6 dau.” Rie im ling mot chit nhw dang suy
nghi r'6i néi, “Théi dwoc roi, bay gior em s€ dén d6. Khoang bon muoi
phit 1a d&n noi, a ma bay gio' anh Nonoguchi dang & dau?”

Sau khi chi chd minh dang d¢ng, t0i néi s& gi€t thoi gian & quéan nwde
gan do roi cup may.

Roi khoi b6t dién thoai, tdi thir qua nha Hidaka Tan ntra trede khi dén

uan nuwdc. Khong cd gi thay doi, dén van tat. Trong bai dd xe, chiéc
q 0 . thay
SAAB van con dé khién téi ¢6 chit ban tam.

uan nuwoc toi dén la tiém ca phé Hidaka thwong téi d€ thay doi tAm
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trang. TO1 cling tung d€n doé vai [an. Ngwoi cha ti€ém con nho t61, “HOm
nay anh khong di v&i anh Hidaka a?” Téi tra 1o, “Toi ¢6 hen gip cdu &Yy,
nhwng khong ¢6 ai & nha.”

To6i tro chuyén v&i ngwoi chu tiém vEé bong chay nay no hon ba muwoi
phit. T6i tra tién, roii tiém roi rdo bwde vE phia nha Hidaka.

Lic t6i dén tredc cong cling ding ldc Rie vwa twr taxi budc xudng. To6i
goi, cd Ay cwoi dap lai. Nhwng khi nhin vEé phia cin nha, cd &y sAm mit c6
vé lo lang.

“Puing 1a tdi thui.” C6 Ay ndi.

“Co vé ciu ay chwa vé?”



“Nhung chic chin anh &y khong dinh di dau ca, sao lai...”

Co &y vwa 18y chia khéa trong tdi xach ra, viea di vE phia ctra ra vao. Toi
cung di theo sau.

Ctra ra vao van khoa. Rie mé khoa bude vao roi bat hét den déom lén.
Kho6ng khi trong nha that lanh 1€o. Khdng mdt bong nguwoi.

Rie budc trén hanh lang, di d&€n phong lam viéc cia Hidaka, dat tay 1én
nam ctra. Ctra phong dang khoa.

“Khi ra ngoai, cu &y luén khéa ctra a?” T6i hoi.

Co6 Ay vua 18y chia khoa vwa nghiéng dau. “Géan day hau nhw khong
khoa...”

Co6 &y m¢& khoa, clr the” day cra bwdc vao. Phong lam viéc cling khong
bat den. Nhung khong t61 den nhw mwce. Mdy tinh con bat, man hinh van
sang.

Rie md mam tim cong tic trén twdng roi bat den.

Hidaka dang nim gitta phong, chan huéng vé phia chiing t6i.

Vai gidy tr6ng trai troi qua, Rie khong néi 1o nao chay dén d6. Nhung
gitra chirng ¢6 &y dwng lai, hai tay bum miéng, toan than cing do. Trong
khoang thoi gian d6, cd &y khong néi dwoc ti€ng nao.

Tbi ciing so hii tién lai gan. Hidaka nam sdp, dAu quay qua mot bén, ma
trai hwdng 1én trén. P6i mat mé hé. B6i mat cia nguoi chét.

“Cau ay chét roi.” To6i noi.

Rie tw tvr khuyu xudng. Lic déu g&i vira cham san nha, co Yy bit dau
nirc n tw tdn day long.

Trong lic diéu tra vién cta s& canh sat Tokyo xem xét hién treong, tdi va
Rie cho’ & phong khach. N6i vy nhwng khong c6 ca sofa lan ban gh€’. D€
Rie ngoi trén thung cac-tong x&p day tap chi, t61 di quanh nhr modt con
g&u, thinh thodng tr hanh lang 16 mat nhin ra, quan sat tinh hinh. Rie khéc
sudt. P'ong h'6 deo tay caa toi chi 10 ruwoi.

Co ti€ng go ctra, chi huy Sakoda budc vao. P6 1a mot ngwoi dan 6ng do
tuoi trén dwdi nam muoi, tic phong chirng chac. Pay cung chinh la nguoi
da din ching toi tam thoi cho trong phong nay. C6 vé 6ng &y nim quyén
lanh dao cudc diéu tra.

“T6i mudn hdi chit chuyén dwore khong?” Chi huy hoéi tdi sau khi li€c
qua Rie.

“T61 thi khong sao, nhwng...”



“T6i cling khong sao.” Rie vua ndi vwra 18y khdn tay chdm mét. Giong
néi sting nwdc mat nhwng ngtr di€u rd't dit khodt. T6i nho lai trea nay,
Hidaka da néi c6 &y c¢6 di€m manh mé.

“Vay, chi mot chat thoi.”

Chi huy Sakoda ctr drng nhw vay hoi chiing t6i qua trinh cho dén ltic phat
hién t thi. Do dién bi€n cau chuyén, t6i danh phai k€ ca vu Fujio Miyako.

“Anh Hidaka goi dién thoai cho anh lic maYy gio?”

“T6i nghi 1a hon 6 gio.”

“Lic d6, anh Hidaka c6 ndi gi vé ngwoi phu niv tén Fujio da'y khong?”

“Khong, cau &%y chi bao ¢6 chuyén mudn néi.”

“Vay cling c6 thé€'la vi van dé khac?”

“Vang.”

“Anh c6 suy doan gi vé chuyén d6 khong?”

“Khong.”

Chi huy gat dau, quay sang phia Rie.

“Nguoi tén Fujio ra vé lic may gio?”

“T6i nghi 1a hon 5 gio.”

“Sau d6 cb c6 néi chuyén véi ch'ong khdong?”

“C6 no6i chuyén mot chut.”

“Tinh trang anh 2y thé ' nao?”

“Cudc noéi chuyén voi ¢6 Fujio khong sudn sé nén anh &y c6 vé phién
long. Nhwng anh &y bao t6i khdng can lo lang.”

“Sau d6 c6 rovi khoi nha dén khach san, ding khong?”

“Dung vay.”

“Xem nao, hai ngwoi dy dinh dém nay va dém mai ngd tai khach san
Crown, ngay mot di Canada nhi? Nhwng chong cd chwra xong viéc nén ¢ lai
can nha nay...” Sau khi vira xem lai nhirng n6i dung tw ghi chép vira 1am
bam, Ong &y ngang mat 1€n. “Nhirng ai bi€t viéc nay?”

“T61 va...” Rie nhin veé phia toi.

“Pwong nhién t6i ciing biét. Ngoai ra chic con ci nguwdi clia nha xuat
ban Some.” T6i gidi thich ban thdo Hidaka dy dinh hoan thanh dém nay la

phéan s€ giao cho nha xua't ban Some. “Nhwng xdc dinh thd pham dya trén
can ctr day thi...”



“Vang, toi bi€t. Toi chi hdi d€ tham khdo théi.” Chi huy Sakoda khé mim
Cuoi.

Sau d6, 6ng &y cha y&u hodi Rie dao nay c6 trong thd'y nhan vat nao kha
nghi quanh nha khéng. C6 &y bdo 1a khong nhé. Todi nhé lai chuyén nguoi
phu ntr ban trwra. T6i da ra't phan van c¢é nén néi hay khdong, nhung rdt cudc
van im lang. Vi tdi nghi k€ ca con meéo cd bi giét thi ciing that qua ngd
ngan khi di giét ngwoi tra thi vi viée day.

Sau khi két thic phén tham van, chi huy bao s€ cho cdp dwdi dua t6i vE
nha. T6i mudn & canh Rie nhung vién chi huy bao ho da lién lac vé nha me
dé c¢6 &y nén chac ho cling sap dé€n don roi.

Cu sdc khi phat hién cdi x4c cta Hidaka dan dan ling xudng, kéo theo d6
la sy mét mdi don dap xam chi€m co the téi. Clir nghi bay gio phai di tau
dién V€ nha thi thit tinh chi mudn rl cad ngwoi. Toi quyét dinh nghe theo
lovi vién chi huy.

Roi khoi phong, t6i thd’y van con nhiéu diéu tra vién di quanh hanh lang.
Ctra phong 1am viéc vin mé& nhung khong thd’y gi bén trong. Chéic thi thé
da dugce khiéng di.

MGt vién canh sat tré mac dong phuc d&n goi t6i. C4u ta dan tdi ra chiéc
xe canh sat dang do trude cong T6i nho ra nhlrng chuyen chang lién quan
gi, nhu 13 k& tir khi bi bit vi chay qud t&c do, gio’ tdi mé&i lai di xe canh sit.

Bén canh chiéc xe ¢c6 mdt ngwoi dan dng ding cho. Anh ta trong cao rdo.
Vi dnh sang nén t6i khong tha’y 16 mat. Ngwoi dan 6ng dé noi.

“Lau roi khong gdp, thay Nonoguchi.”

“Ha?” Toi dwng chan, ¢ nhin gwong mat anh ta.

Ngwoi dan 6ng ti€n lai gan, gwong mat hién ra tir trong bong tdi. Pwong
nét khuoén mit ro rang, khodng cach gitra mat va chan may kha hep. Trudc
hét t6i nghi minh bi€t gwong mét nay, sau d6 bat dau luc 19i ki trc.

“Aa,ciula..”

“Thay nhé téi khong?”

“T6i nh¢. La..” Toéi xac nhén trong ddu roi noéi, “Cau Kaga... phai
khong?”

“Vang, Kaga diy a.” Cu ta 1€ phép ctii dau chao. “Dao Yy di dwoc thay
gitp do nhiéu.”

“O khong, t6i m&i phai néi vay.” Tdi ciing cdi dau roi nhin cu ta Tan
ntra. Cling mwoi nam roi, khong, chac phai 1au hon. Grong mat ran rdi

-



dwong nhur sic sdo hon han khi xwa. “Tdi c¢6 nghe tin ciu chuyén nghé 1am
canh sat nhung khong ngo lai gdp nhau trong hoan canh nay.”

“T6i cling ngac nhién 1dm. Ban d4u c twdng nhAm ngwdi, hdi lai ho roi
m&i dam chac.”

“V1i ho ctia toi hi&€m nhi. Ma...” T6i 14c dau. “That ngiu nhién qu4.”

“Chiing ta lén xe ro6i néi chuyén. Toi tién thay. Tuy xe canh sat thi khong
hay ho gi.” N6i vy roi cau ta mo ctra sau cho t6i. Cung ldc, vién canh sat
mdc dong phuc ban ndy cling ng 61 vao ghé’tai x¢&’.

Thay Kaga la ngwoi vira t6t nghi€p da vao day mon xa hoi tai treong cap
hai t6i trng giang day. Ciing nhw nhirng gido vién tré méi vao nghé, ciu ta
tran day nhiét huy€t. Cau ta con 1a mdt chuyén gia ki€m dao, tinh than d6
lai cang duore khdc hoa ro nét hon qua cdi dang cdu ta huan luyén doi ki€m
dao cia treong.

Mot ngu’0’1 nhw Vay lai roi bd ngheé gido chi sau hai ndm, do vurdng vao
vai sy cd. Theo ly gidi cta t6i thi ban than ciu ta chang phéi chiu trach
nhi€ém vé viéc do.

Nhwng ¢6 th€ noi thé nay. Mdi ngudi déu c6 cdi goi 1a hop, hay khong
hop. Néu hdi nghé gido ¢6 hop voi ciu ta hay khong, thi tdi chi danh
nghiéng dau khong chdc. Pwong nhién, viéc nay clng li€n quan sau sdc
dén thoi thé lac bay gio.

“Thay Nonoguchi gio day ¢ dau thé?” Chi€c xe chay chwra dworc bao lau,
thay Kaga cdt ti€ng hoi. A khong, gio goi 1a thidy thi that khong ding. Phai
goi la canh sét hinh sy Kaga.

Toi 1ic dau.

“M&i day toi con day & treong trung hoc cor s& s& 3 & qué nha, nhwng
thang Ba nay vwra nghi viéc r'oi.”

Canh sat Kaga c6 vé ba't ngo.

“Thé& a? Vay bay gio?”

“Um. N6i ra hoi ngwong nhuwng t6i viét truyén cho thi€u nhi.”

“A, ra vay.” Ciu ta git gu. “Vi vdy ma quen bi€t v&i anh Hidaka
Kunihiko a?”

“A khong, chuyén day thi hoi khac mot chit.”

T6i k€ lai viéc minh va Hidaka quen bi€t nhau tw nhé ra sao, nho cu ay

ma to1 cd dworc cong viéc hién nay th€ nao. Canh sat Kaga vira nghe vira
gat gl ra vé hiu van dé. T6i hoi thic mic, chang 1€ cau ta khong nghe gi



te chi huy Sakoda sao? Vi ldc ndy toi da néi nhirng chuyén nay cho 6ng ay
nghe.

“Vay la tredre day thay via di day vira viét truyén?”

“Diing th&. N6i vy chit toi chi viét mot ndm hai [an, moi MAn viét truyén
ngdn chirng ba muoi trang thoi. Nhung tdi thye sy mudn tré thanh nha vin
nén m&i quy€t tim nghi day & treong.”

“Th& a? Thdy quyét tam nhi.” Canh sat Kaga néi c6 vé cam phuc. C6 the
cdu ta so sdnh v&i kinh nghiém ctia ban than. Pwong nhién, & mirc d6 nao
d6 hén cdu ta ciing hieu chuyen viéc & do tudi chwa dé€n hai muwoi lam voi
& d6 tudi sip bdn muoi c6 sw khéc biét to 16n.

“Nguwoi tén Hidaka Kunihiko viét loai ti€u thuy€t thé nao vay?”

T61 nhin mat ciu ta. “Cau Kaga khong bi€t Hidaka Kunihiko sao?”

“Xin 10i, tOi trng nghe tén nhung chwa ting doc tdc phdm cla anh Ay.
DPic biét dao nay t6i da xa roi viéc doc sach.”

“Cau ban nhi.”

“Khong, 1a t0i lwoi thodi. Toi dinh mdi thang doc hai, ba cudn nhwng.. ~’ ’
Céu ta dwa tay 1€n dau. “T6i thi€u can phai doc hai, ba cudn sidch moi
thang.” Pay 1a cau ndi ctra miéng clia toi thoi con 1am gido vién mén Qudc
ngtr. T6i khdng 1o ¢ phai Kaga nhé diéu dé6 ma néi vay khong.

T6i gidi thich so' vé Hidaka cho cdu ta. Nao la d@ muoi ndm ke tw khi ra
mat tdc pham dau tay, nao gianh dwoc mot s6” giai thwedng van hoc, nay da
trd thanh mdt trong sd it nhieng tac gid an khach, roi thi cac tic pham da
dang tw van hoc thuan tdy dén giai tri.

“C6 tac pham nao_t6i doc dwoc khong?” Canh sit Kaga hoi. Vi du ti€u
thuy€t trinh thadm chang han.”

“Tuy it nhwng c6 da’y.” Toi tra 1o1.

Thay c6 thé cho t6i tén truyén de€ tham khao khong?”

“Puorc thoi.”

T6i gidi thiéu cho ciu ta trqyén pa quang trung. To1 doc da lau nén
khong nh¢ ki chi ti€t, nhwng chac chan 1a truyén vé gi€t nguoi.

“Tai sao anh Hidaka lai dinh chuyén sang Canada song vay?”

“Hinh nhw ¢6 nhi€u ly do, nhwng t6i nghi cdu &y ho'i mét moi roi. Cau ay
da n6i mu6n s6ng thong tha & nwde ngoai tr ma’y nam triedre r'oi. Nghe dau
Rie ra't thich Vancouver.”

“Rie la nguoi vor? Trong cd Ay con tré qua.”



“Ho m&i két hon thang triede. Cau Ay tai hon.”

“Vay w? Anh &Yy li hén voi nguoi vo triede a?”

“Khong, cd &y ma' vi tai nan giao thong. BDau cing nam nadm roi1.”

Trong lic néi chuyén, nghi dé€n viéc nhan vat chinh cia cau chuyén la
Hidaka Kunihiko da khéng con trén ¢di dovi nay khién toi nghen ngao. Rot
cudc cau &y mudn trao doi chuyén gi voi t6i? Néu t6i som két thiic budi
noi chuyen chang 18y gi lam quan trong de dén gap cdu ay tr so'm, bi€t dau
c6 th€ ngén chin dwoc cdi chét cua cdu &y roi. Du biét ¢ nghi vy ciing
chang thay d6i dwoe gi nhwng t6i khong th€ ngirng hd'i han.

“Vé viéc nguoi tén Fujio phdn d6i do bi 18y lam nguyen mau tleu
thuyet * Kaga néi, “Ngoai chuyén do, anh Hidaka con bi Vll’O’Ilg vao ric
rd1 nao khac khong? Lién quan dén ti€u thuyét hay doi song riéng tw déu
dwoc.”

“Cha, t61 khong nghi ra gi ca.”

Trong khi trd 1o t6i dd nhan ra. Thi ra day la tham van diéu tra. Nghi
vy, viéc vién canh sdt ngdi tredc ¢Am 1di van im ldng ndy gio cling khién
toi tha’y so’ sor.

“Nhan tién,” canh sat Kaga m& sO tay. “Thay bi€t cdi tén Nishizaki
Namiko khong?”

“Ha?”

“Cé nhtrng cdi tén nhw Osano Tetsuji, Nakane Hajime nwra.”

“A, d6 1a...” Toi hiéu ra, gat dau. “Tén cac nhan vat trong ‘Céanh ctra bang
gia’ nhi. Ti€u thuyét dang dang dai ki trén nguyét san ctua Hidaka.” Vira n6i
toi vira nghi truyén dai dé sé ra sao day.

“Hinh nhw ngay triedc khi chét, anh Hidaka dang viét truyén day.”

“Nhéc m&i nhé, mdy tinh van con bat nhi.”

“Trén man hinh dang hién ti€u thuy&t d6.”

“Ra vdy.” T6i swc nhd mdt chuyén nén hdi canh sat Kaga. “Ti€u thuyét
viét dworc bao nhiéu roi nhi?”

“Bao nhiéu tic 1a...?”

“Y 1a khoang m&Yy trang roi d6.”

T6i n6i cho céu ta bi€t trong d€m nay, Hidaka phai viét ba mwo'i trang.

“Kho gidy trén mdy tinh khic gid’y ban thdo nén t6i khong bi€t chinh xéc,
nhung it nha't thi khong phai 1a mot, hai trang.”



“Ta ¢6 th€ suy doan thoi gian hung thu ra tay dwa vao s6” trang ma? Vi lic
toi rovi khoi nha Hidaka, cu &'y vaAn chua bét tay vao viéce.”

“Viéc do6 chiing t6i cling c¢6 nghi dén. C6 diéu ban thao dau phai la thi
dworc viet theo mot toc dd nha't dinh ding khong?”

“Biét 1a vay, nhung tdi nghi t6'c d6 nhanh nha't ciing ¢6 gidi han.”

“Anh Hidaka thi khoang bao nhiéu trang?”

“Cha, d€ xem. Liic trudec, ¢6 Tan ciu &y néi mdt ti€ng viét duwge khoang
bon trang.”

“Vay ¢6 nhanh cling khoang sau trang?”

“Chéc vay.”

Truedce 101 noi cha t6i, canh sat Kaga im 1dang mot chit. C6 vé dang tinh
toan gi do6 trong dau.

“C6 gi mau thuln a?” Toi hoi.

“Cha, vin chura bigt dworc.” Canh st Kaga 1ic dau. “Ching tdi ciing chuwra
x4dc nhan ti€u thuy€t trong mdy tinh cé phai la phan s€ ding lan nay
khong.”

“A, ra viy. Nghia 1a ¢4 th€ chi 12 mé& lai nhitng phin da ding ti trude
dén nay Ién man hinh mdy tinh.”

“Ngay mai ching t6i s€ hdi nha xud't ban van dé dé.”

T6i nhanh chéng suy nghi. Theo loi Rie, Fujio Miyako ra veé lic 5 gio.
Sau do, Hidaka goi d&n cho t61 la hon 6 gior. Néu trong khoang thoi gian
d6 cau ay van vi€t thi cling dwgrc nam, sdu trang. Van dé 1a ngoai s& do6 ra
¢6 bao nhiéu trang.

“Um, c6 the dy 1a bi mat diéu tra, nhung...” T6i hdi canh sat Kaga. “Cé
cdi goi la woe tinh thoi gian ti vong ding khong? Phia canh sat cho 1a may
gio?”

“Chuyén d6 ddng la bi mit diéu tra.” Canh sat Kaga cwoi dau kho. “Ma
thdi cling dwgrc. Cy the con phai cho két qua gidi phau, nhwng ching @
cho rang trong khoang twr 5 d&€n 7 gior. C6 1€ khong chénh 1éch nhi€u lam
dau.”

“T6i nhan dién thoai vao khoang hon 6 gio, nén...”

“Vang, n€u vay thi la 6 dén 7 gio’.”

Chuyén gi thé" nay.

Tic 1a Hidaka bi gi€t ngay sau khi két thic cudc goi vai toi.

“Hidaka bj gi&t bing cdch nao vy chit?”



Nghe t6i 1dm bam nhw vay, canh sat Kaga toat 1én vé ki la. C6 1€ ciu ta
nghi nguwoi déu tién phdt hién xdc chét ma lai hoéi vay thi that la lung.
Nhung t61 thue sw khong nho cdu &y chét nhu thé nao. N6i thang ra thi, to1
da s¢r @&n ndi khong ddm nhin thang

Khi t6i thi nhan nhw vay, ciu ta ciing c6 vé dong y.

“Piéu nay ciing phdi cho k&t qua gidi phiu, nhung tém gon lai 1a bj siét
chét.”

“Bj siét chét tirc 1a bj siét c& a... Bang day hay gi d6?”

“Co6 soi day dién thoai quan quanh cd.”

“Sao lai...”

“Con ¢6 mot vet thwong bén ngoai. Hinh nhw bi danh sau dau. Chung 61
cho rang hung khi 1a @6 chédn gid’y bang dong lan 16¢ & hién treong.”

“Vay la hung tht danh tir sau lam cdu &y bat tinh r'oéi si€t c6?”

“Hién tai ching t6i cho la vdy.” Sau khi n6i vay, canh sat Kaga ha giong.
“T6i nghi nhirng viéc da’y r'oi s€ dwgre cong bo', nhung cho dén lic do6 thay
vui long dung néi ra ngoai.”

“A, chuyén d6 thi dwong nhién.”

Cudi cuing, xe canh sat cling d&n tredec chung cw nha toi.

“Cam on cac anh da chd t6i vé nha, that do qua.” T6i cam on ho.

“Chiting t6i cling phai cdm on thay da gitip tham khdo dwoe nhiéu diéu..”

“Vay chao céac anh.”

“A, cho chit.” Téi dang dinh xudng xe thi canh sat Kaga goi lai. “Thay
c6 the cho tdi bi€t tén tap chi dang truyén khong?”

Vi vay tdi néi tén t& nguyét san cia nha xui't ban Some. Nhung ciu ta lic
dau, “Tap chi dang truyén cta thay Nonoguchi aYy.”

T6i cwoi gidu ngwong, cdc 16¢ ndi tén tap chi. Canh sat Kaga viét lai vao
sO tay.

T6i quay vé phong minh r'6i, nhung cr ngdi thw trén ghé& sofa mot lic
lau. T6i thir nho lai si kién cd ngay hom nay, khong the tu’O’ng ndi chuyén
dé thyc sy da xay ra. Mot ngay nhu Vay hin khong dé ma c6 lai trong mot
doi nguoi. Nghi vy, t6i cdm thay ngu thi that ti€c, du day 1a mdt ngay bi

kich. A khong, dit ¢c6 muén nga thi dém nay tdi ciing khé long ma nga
dworc.

Thé 1a t6i nay ra mot y twdng. Phai ghi lai trdi nghiém nay. T6i sé ty tay
viét lai bi kich ngwoi ban than bj sat hai.



Ghi chép nay bit dau tir y twdng nhw vay d6. Bay gio toi du dinh tiép tuc
vi€t cho dén khi sy that dwgc sang to.

Cdi chét cta Hidaka nhanh chéng dwoc dang 1én bao budi sang. Tdi qua
toi khéng xem ti vi, nhwng v&i tinh hinh nay ¢6 1€ tin tirc da dwgrc phat song
rong rai. Gan diy c6 ca nhirng chwong trinh tin tiec sau 11 gior.

Trén bao, ti€u d€ don gian dwoc dang trén trang nha't, con chi ti€t cia vu
an dwgc diang trén trang xa hdi. Bai bdo dang bic hinh 1on chup nha
Hidaka, bén canh d6 con ¢6 hinh cin miét cta ciu aYy, c6 1€ dwgc chup d€
dung trong tap chi.

No6i dung bai bdo hdu nhu truyén dat sy that mot cach trung thyc. The
nhwng, phan phat hién t& thi dwore viet 1a, “Sau khi nghe ngwoi quen béo
den trong nha bi tat, ngwoi vor tén Rie dad quay lai nha riéng, thdy Ong
Hidaka nam nga tai phong lam viéc ¢ tang mdt.” Piéu nay c6 the€ gay ngd
nhin cho doc gia rang ngwoi dau tién phat hién dn mang chi ¢6 minh Rie.
Khong dong nao dé cip dén tén toi.

Theo bai bdo, canh sat dy dinh diéu tra hung tha theo hai hwong, ngwoi la
hodc ngwoi quen. Vi cira con khéa nén cé 1€ hung thi da vao nha ti cra sO
phong lam viéc.

Khi tdi x€p to bdo lai, deng ddy dinh chuan bj bira sang thi c6 ti€ng
chudng ctra. T6i xem dong h'd, méi hon 8 gio. T6i khong hen ai vao cai
gio’ sd'm nhw vay. T6i nha’c mdy chudéng ndi bo von hi€m khi stv dung.

“Vang.”

“A, nha vian Nonoguchi phai khong a?” Mot giong nir vdi ti€ng théd doc.

“Pung 1a t61.”

“Xin 10i da 1am phién nha vin vao sdng som. Ching toi 12 nguwoi cla dai
XX, ra't mong c6 the phong van nha van vé vu an dém qua.”

That ngac nhién. Tén t6i khong hé xudt hién trén bdo nhwng nguwoi cla
dai truyén hinh da danh hoi biét tdi la nguoi phat hién.

“A, rm...” Toi nghi cdch d6i phé. Khong the ba gi ciing néi duwoc. <Y ¢b
la sa0?”

”V€ vu an 6ng Hidaka Kunihiko bi gi€t tai nha riéng dém qua. Chung t61
dwoc biét nha van Nonoguchi ddy da phat hién t& thi cing v&i v 6ng
Hidaka la ba Rie. Chuy&n d6 c6 that khong, thwa nha van?”

C6 1€ 1a nir phong vién bén chwong trinh tin tiec, nhwng binh than goi t6i
1a nha van nén tdi c6 chit cut hirng.

Nhwng tém lai, bi hdi thé nay thi khong thé' néi d6i dwerce.



“Vang, ding vay.” T6i tra loi.

Sw kich dong cuia doan ngwoi viegt qua ca canh ctra truyén dén day.

“Nha vin d&n nha riéng cua 6ng Hidaka vi viéc gi vay a?”

“Xin 101, t0i d4 n6i hét v&i canh sat nhitng gi ¢an thiét.”

“Nghe n6i nha van thd’y can nha cé vé ki la nén da lién lac v&i ba Rie,
vay cu th€ cé di€m nao ki la a?”

“Co hay hai phia canh sat.” T6i cip may.

Toi ting nghe n6i, nhung gio' méi tha’y phéng vién truyén hinh qua that
vO 1€. Ho khong hi€u dwge 1a m&i hdom qua dén nay, tdi lam sao cé tim
trang noi chuyén tried'c mat ngwoi khac chir?

Toi quy€t dinh hom nay khong di ra ngoai. Tuy c¢6 chut ban tam chuyén
nha Hidaka nhung dang nao cling khong thé’ d&€n gan hién treong.

Vay ma, khi t6i dang hAm néng sita bang 10 vi séng thi lai c6 tiéng
chudng cura.

“T6i 1a ngwoi cia dai truyén hinh, cé th€ hdi chuyén 6ng mot chit dwoc
khong a?” L'dn nay la mot giong nam. “Dén ching trén cd nwdc dang rat
muodn bi€t nhirng thong tin chi ti€t, thwa 6ng.”

Né&u khong c6 bi kich 1a cdi chét cua Hidaka, ddy qua 1a 1oi thoai to tat
dén d6 khié€n nguoi khac phai bat giac cwoi chiu thua.

“T6i chi 1a ngwoi phat hién thoi.”

“Nhung 6ng ra't than voi 6ng Hidaka ding khong?”

“Priing 1a vay, nhwng tdi khong ¢6 chuyén gi d€ ndi chi ti€t vé vu an ca.”

“Nhung chi mot chdt thoi.” Ngwoi dan 6ng khong chiu bd cudce.

T6i thé dai. Néu ho cur quanh quan trude nha t0i mai s€ lam phién hang
x6m. Trwedc mat, d6 1a chuyén tdi quan tdm nhat.

T6i gac mdy chubng ndi bd, ra ctra. Ctra vira m¢ thi rieng micro nha't loat
chia vé phia toi.

RGt cudce, ca budi sang di tong bdi nhirtng cudc phong van, tham chi toi
cling khong kip dung bira sding mot cach thda méan. Qua trwa, vira dan mi dn
lién vra xem tivi thi thd’y mat minh phéng to trén man hinh, t6i chot mac
nghen. Phian thu hinh sdng nay da nhanh chong dwoc 1€n song.

“Hai nguoi quen nhau tw thoi ti€u hoc, vy dng Nonoguchi thdy Ong
Hidaka 1a ngwoi nhu thé nao?” Mot nir phong vién dit ciu hodi bang chat
giong the thé.



T6i trong man hinh chim vao suy nghi tredc cau hoi d6. Ban than toi da
khong nhén ra rang thoi gian minh suy nghi 1au ba't ngo, hinh anh nhw dang
quay cham. C6 1€ ho khong kip bién tdp. Xem trén ti vi nhw vy m&i thdy
10 cic phong vién xung quanh to vé s6t rudt ra mat.

“T6i nghi cau &y la mdt ngwoi dan 6ng cé ca tinh manh mé.” Cudi cling,
toi trong man hinh ciing 1én ti€ng. “Cé khi thd'y d6 1a mot nguoi vO cling ti
t&’, nhwng cling ¢6 diém tan nhan khi€n ta phai ngac nhién. Ma that ra c6 1€
hau hét con nguoi ai cling vay.”

“Ong c6 th& k€ vi du vé diém tan nhin d6 khong a?”

“Vi du...” N6i vdy roi tdi 1ap tirc nghiéng dau. “A, t6i khong th& nhé ra
ngay dwgc, voi lai nhitng chuyén nhw vay, téi khong mudn néi & diy vao
lic nay.”

Luc ddy trong dau t6i hién Ién viéc Hidaka gi€t con meo, nhwng do
khong phai chuyén c6 the€ cho 1€n séng truyén hinh cong cdng.

“Ong c6 gi mudn néi véi thi pham giét 6ng Hidaka khong?” Sau khi dit
vai cau héi tAm thwong, nie phong vién hdi mot cau quyét dinh.

“Khong ¢6 gi.” D6 1a ciu trd 1o caa tdéi. Nhém phong vién c¢6 vé that
vong.

Sau do, ngu’d’i din chwong trinh bit dAu giai thich vé hoat dong sang tic
lau nay cua Hidaka. “La mot nha vin sang tadc v€é nhiéu deé tai khic nhau,
chic han ban than téc gla phai ¢6 nhiéu mdi quan hé phirc tap, va diéu do

da dan d&n vu 4n T4n nay ching?” Ho mudn ldi cu chuyén sang hwdng nhuw
the”.

R6i ho dé cidp dén van dé ric roi gan ddy ma Hidaka dinh phai, d6 1a
viéc ngwdi nha clia ngwdi dan 6ng 1 hinh mau trong ti€u thuyét Ving cam
sdn bdt da 1én tiéng phan ddi Hidaka. Du vay, c6 v& ho khong biét rang
hém qua, ngwoi nha cia ngeoi dan 6ng ay, Fujio Miyako, da dén tan nha
Hidaka.

Khong chi ngwdi dan chwong trinh ma ¢ nghé si tham gia voi tw cach
khich moi cling bit d4u néi vé cdi chét ctia Hidaka mot cich tuy tién. Toi
thay khé chju sao d6 va tit ti vi. D& c6 thong tin clia nhitng vu 4n 16n thi
tot nha't 1a xem NHK, nhwng dang ti€c, cdi ché€t ciia Hidaka khdng to tat
d&n mirc dai truyén hinh cong phai lam chwong trinh dac biét.

Dién thoai reo. Lan thir may trong ngay hdm nay roi nhi? C lo biét dau
1 dién thoai lién quan d&n cong viéc nén téi van bat mdy ta't ca cdc cudc
g0i d&n, nhung cho t&i gio' déu 1a cha gidi truyén thong.



“Al6, Nonoguchi nghe.” Toi néi hoi chut coc 16¢.

“Alo, Hidaka day a.”

La giong ndi rd rang, dit khoat cia Rie.

“A, chao ¢0.” Nha't thoi, t6i khong nghi ra nén ndi gi trong treong hop
nay. “Tw hdm d6 c6 thé nao? Cau héi tuy mo' h'd nhwng khong con cach
nao hay hon.

“HOm qua em & nha me. Biét 1a phdi lién lac d&€n nhiéu noi nhung thure
st chang c6 chit tinh than nao ca.”

“T6i hi€u ma. Bay gior cd dang & dau?

“Pang & nha a. Sang nay bén canh sat lién lac, néi mudn xem hién
trrong va hoi lai dau dudi cau chuyén.”

“Vay da xong vi€c roi1 a?”

“Xong roi. Nhwng canh sat con ¢ day.”

“Gidi truyén thong "on 20 1dm phai khong?”

“Véang. Nhwng ¢6 ngwoi ciia nha xud't ban va ngwoi clia dai truyén hinh
vOn quen v&i chdng em dén xi 1y gidp nén cling dor a.”

“Vay a?” T6i dinh ndi “vay td't roi” nhwng kip dung lai. D6 khong phai la
ciu n6i danh cho mo6t qua phu méi ma't ch'ong dém qua.

“Ma that ra anh Nonoguchi méi 1a ngwoi bi nha dai tim dén giy phién
toai ding khong? Em khong xem nhung nghe nguwoi ctia nha xud't ban ndi,
tha’y ngai qud nén goi dién cho anh.”

“Vay a? Ma t6i khong sao dau. Pot tAn cong phong van ciing ling roi.”

“Thuc sw xin 16i anh.”

Loi xin 161 tw tAn ddy 1ong. Toi 14y lam kinh phuc trede stec manh tinh
thian cha cd Yy, c6 the nghi cho ngwoi khac trong khi chac chan hién gio cd
dy 1a mot trong nhirng ngwoi dau kho nha't thé” gian nay. That 1a mot nguwoi
phu ntr manh mé. T6i x4ac dinh Ian nwra.

“T6i ¢6 th€ gitp gi c¢6 khdng? Cé gi cd cir néi, dwng ngai nhé.”

“Khong a, ba con bén ch'dng va me em ctung dé€n nén khong sao.”

“Véy a 29

T6i nho ra Hidaka ¢6 ngwoi anh 1on hon hai tu6i, vo' chong ho dang
chdm sé6c nguoi me gia.

“Nhung néu cé chuyén gi toi gitp dworc thi ¢6 cr bao nhé.”

“Céam on anh. Vay chao anh.”



“Cam on c6 da hoi tham.”

Sau khi cip mady, tdi nghi vé Rie mot lic lau. Tw gio tré di, ¢6 &y dinh
song thé nao nhi? Tudi van con tré, nghe ndi nha cha me rudt cd ay kinh
doanh van tdi nén kinh t& khd gid, chac doi song s&€ khong dén noi khé
khan nhwng han phai mat thoi gian khd 1au d€ ¢6 &y guwong day sau cu soc.
Gi thi gi, ho chi m&i két hdon dwgc mot thang.

Luc trude, Rie chi 1a m6t ngwoi hAm md cudng nhiét cac ti€u thuyét cua
Hidaka. Sau mét T'an tinh co gdp dwoc ngwoi thit qua cong viéc, ho gip go
nhau v&i tw cach cd nhan. Tkc 1a dém qua, cing mot ldc ¢d &y dd mat di
hai thir rd't quan trong, t6i nghi. M6t 1a ngwoi chong, va mot thir ntra 1a céc
tdc pham mdi ciia nha van Hidaka Kunihiko.

Khi nghi d&n d6, dién thoai lai reo. Mot losi dé nghi xudt hién trén
chwong trinh ti vi, nhwng t6i tte chdi ngay 1p tirc.

Canh sat Kaga d&n vao khoang hon 6 gio chiéu. Chudng ctra reng, toi clr
twdng lai may tay phong vién truyén thong nén buc boi di ra, nao ngo la
ciu ta. Nhung khong chi m6t ngwoi, con ¢c6 mot canh sét trong tré hon ciu
ta mdt chut, tén Makimura.

“Xin 101, t6i ¢6 hai, ba viéc mudn hdi thay.”

“T6i1 cling nght 1a s€ c6 chuyén nhw vay. Nao, cac cu vao nha di.”

Nhwng canh sat Kaga c6 vé khong dinh c&i giay, chi hoi, “Chang phai
thay dang dung btra sao?”

“A, chwrra. Chi dang nghi khong biét in gi.”

“Vay ching ta ra ngoai an khong? Thét ra to1 ban qud, com tra ciing
chwa dwoc an, nhi?”

Bi Kaga héi t&i, vién canh sat Makimura cling nhin vé phia t6i, cwoi gia
1a.

N . A . A . A 5 < As A 2,

“O, dwoc thoi. Vay di dau? Co tiém tonkatsu ngon ldm, mdy cau co
thich khong?”

“Chung t6i thi dau ciing dwore nhwng...” N6i vy nhung dwong nhw nho
ra diéu gi, canh sat Kaga chi ngoén tay cai vé phia sau, “Gan day cé nha
hang ding khong? Cho hom qua thay an t61 1a ti€m d6 nhi?”

“Piing vay, hay la an & d6?”

“Vay dworc khong a? Chd d6 gan, lai ¢6 th€ udng ca phé thodi mai.”

“Puoc d6.” Canh sat Makimura phu hoa.

“Toi thi khong sao. Vay d€'toi chuan bi.”



D€ ho cho ddYy, trong lic thay d'0, toi suy nghi 1y do canh sat Kaga ru toi
dén nha hang d6. Cé ly do nao dé, hay chi don gian do géan va cé thé uéng
ca phé nhu ciu ta n61?

RGOt cudc, toi roi khdi nha ma khdng tim dwore cau tra loi.

O nha hang, t61 goi mén doria6 tom. Hai canh sat Kaga va Makimura [an
lwgt chon sud't ciru nwdng va ham bor gor.

“Chuyén cudn ti€u thuyét Tan tredre...” Sau khi phuc vu di khoéi, canh sat
Kaga goi chuyén. “Ti€u thuyé&t con trén may tinh ctia anh Hidaka, ‘Canh
ctra biang gid’ do.”

“Um, t0i biét. Cau c6 noi s& diéu tra xem do 1a phan viét hdm qua hay
chi 1a phian da cong b6” dworec mé 1én man hinh nhi? RS rang r'oi a?”

“Tra ra roi. C6 vé 1a phan dwgc viét vao hdm qua. T6i hdi nguoi cda nha
xud't ban Some thi né hoan toan 1i€n mach v&i phan da dang tw trede dén
gio.”

“Vay tirc 12 cdu Ay di c& gdng 1am viéc cho d&n ngay trwde khi bj giét?”

Hin Hidaka ciing nd lyc hét sirc bdi ngay di Canada da dén gan. Néu la
ciu 4y moi khi thi s€ binh than tim 1y do nao dé, bat bién tip vién cho doi.

“Chi 1a, c6 viéc hoi la.” Canh sat Kaga hoi chom 1€n, cui chd tay phai ti
trén ban.

“La tic 1a...7”

“La s0’ trang ban thao. Tinh trén trang 400 chwr thi ¢6 d€n 27 trang. Toi
tha’y cho du anh &y bat d4u viét ngay sau khi Fujio ra vé vao ldc hon 5 gio
di nra thi cling hot nhi€u. Nhw dém qua thdy Nonoguchi ndi, toc do viet
cia anh Hidaka nhiéu lam cling chwng b6n dén sau trang thdi ding
khong?”

“27 trang v? Pung 1a nhi€u that.”

T6i dén nha Hidaka ldc 8 gior, gia st ciu &y con sdng dén sat trudc gior
do, tirc 1a mot ti€ng viét dwore chin trang.

“Vay thi...” T6i n6i. “C6 the' cau ay da n6i doi.”

“No6i d61?”

“That ra cé th€ tinh dén trea hdm qua, ciu dy da viét mueoi, mwoi hai
trang r'6i nhwng ctr néi chwra vi€t dworc trang nao, tinh ciu &y thé’ ma?”’

“Nguwoi cia nha xua't ban cling ¢6 y ki€n nhw vay.”

“Pung vay roi.” Toi gat dau.



“Nhung khi c6 Rie roi khoéi nha, anh Hidaka da néi khoang nira dém mdoi
dén khéach san. Vay ma thyc t&, tré nha't 1a dén 8 gior anh &y da viét dwoc
27 trang. Mot sO cta ‘Canh ctra bang gid’ 1a trén dwdi ba muoi trang, vy
c6 th€ ndi 1a anh Ay gan xong viéc r'oi. N6i 1a bi mudn thi con dé hi€u, chir
lai ¢6 th€ hoan thanh som hon dy dinh nhanh vay sao?”

“Ciing c6 the chir. Viét ldch khong phai la cong viéc mdy mdc, khi chang
nghi ra y twedng thi c6 ngdi ban may ti€ng dong h'6 cling chang viét dwoc
trang nao. Ngwore lai, chi can 16e 1€n y nghi nao do6 1a c¢6 the' viét trong nhdy
mat.”

“Anh Hidaka cling ¢6 khuynh hwéng d6 sao?”

“C6 day. Noi ding hon chang phai hdu hét cac nha van déu vay sao?”

“Vay a? Prong nhién chuyén d6 thi t61 khong hinh dung dwoc, nhung...”
Canh sat Kaga thu nguoi vE lai tw thé cd.

“T6i khong hi€u 1y do cAu quan tAm dé&n sd trang 1dm.” T6i néi. “Tém lai,
khi Rie roi khoi nha, ti€u thuyét van chwa hoan thanh, khi phat hién xac
chét thi gan nhw da dwoc vi€t xong. Tirc khodng thoi gian cho dén khi bi
gi€t, Hidaka da lam mot Iwong cong viéc nha't dinh. Chang phai chi c6 vay
thoi sao?”

“Co 1€ vay.” Canh sat Kaga gat dau nhwng c¢6 vé chwa thay thuyét phuc
ldm.

T6i nhin ciu thanh nién twng 1a gido vién dan em, nghi bung canh sat
ding 1a ki€u ngwoi deo duoi diéu tra t&i cung ba't chdp do6 la chi ti€t nhd
nhat thé nao.

C6 phuc vu bung thirc an dén. Cau chuyén dwng lai trong chdc lat.

“Ma nay, thi th€ ctia Hidaka sao r6i?” Toi thir hoi. “Cau ndi 1a giai phiu
gi d6 nhi?”

“Pa thyc hién hom nay.” No61 vay roi Kaga nhin Makimura. “Cau c6
ding chirng ki€n ma ha?”

“Khong, khong phai t6i. Pirng xem thi t6i dn thtr nay sao n6i.” Canh sat
Makimura nhan mat, ghim céi dia vao mi€ng thit ham bo’ go'.

“Ciling ding.” Kaga ciing cwoi dau khG. “Nhwng thdy héi chuyén giai
phau lam gi?”

“A khong, toi chi thic méc di biét dwoc thoi gian ti vong chwra.”

“T6i vin chwa xem ban phan tich gidi phdu nhung diéu dé thi chic chén
la o roi.”

“Li€u c6 chinh x4c khong?”



“Tuy vao viéc xac dinh dya vao dau. Vi du...” Pang néi dé thi ciu ta 15¢
dau. “Ma thoi, dwng & day thoi.”

“Tai1 sao?”

“Mo6n doria tom s€ d& di d@y.” C4u ta chi vao dia cta toi.

“U nhi.” T6i gat dau. “Vay thoi, t6i khong hdi nira.”

Canh sat Kaga gat dau nhw n6i lam vay 1a ding.

Trong lic dn, ciu ta khdng néi gi vé vu an, chi toan hdi vé nhirng tac
pham danh cho thi€u nhi cta t6i. Gan ddy nguoi ta c6 khuynh hwdéng doc
gi, hay t6i nghi gi v€ van nan it doc sach chang han.

T6i n6i dai loai sach ban chay la nhirng quyén dworc BO Gido duc khuyén
khich doc, viéc it doc sach la do anh huwdng cuia cha me.

“Tém lai, phu huynh gi¢ ching doc sdch gi ma ct nghi phai bt con minh
doc sach. Nhung vi ban than khong co thoi quen doc sach nén khong bi€t
cho chung doc gi. Thé& 12 ¢t nhdm mAy cudn sach dworc cdc nha chirc trach
ti€n cw thoi. Nhu’ng ma’y cudn sach do thi kho khan, chang hay ho gi nén
con tré tré nén ghét doc sach. Cr nghi cai vong luan quan do lap di lap lai
khong dut 1a hi€u.”

Hai chang cénh st vira &n vwra nghe chuyén t4i néi voi vé quan tm. Toi
khong 16 ho lang nghe nghiém tic d&€n mirc nao.

Do ho goi theo sua't nén ca phé duwoec bung ra cudi cung. To6i goi thém stra
néng.

“Thay hit thud’c ma nhi?” Canh sat Kaga vi tay 187y gat tan, hoi toi.

“Khong, khong can.” Toi tra 1o1.

“\Q, thay bo thudc roéi a?”

“Um, khoang hai nim trueéc. Bj bdc s cA'm vi khong t6t cho bao ti.”

“Vay a? Néu vay ngay tir d4u ching ta chon chd ng'di cA'm hut thudc co
phdi t6t hon khong.” Cau ta rut lai cdi tay dinh 18y gat tan. “Vi nhac dén
nha vin nguoi ta thwong nghi ho hit thuéc nén... Hinh nhw anh Hidaka
cting 1a mot tay nghién thu6c 1477

“O, diing vAy. Phong cta cu ta khi 1am viéc ¢ nhw hun khéi dudi con
trung vay.”

“Pém qua khi phat hién t& thi thi sao? Trong phong c6 khéi thudc
khong?”

“Lic d6 sao nhi? N6i gi thi n6i tdi da that than nén...” Toi udng mot
ngum stra va suy nghi. “Ping 1a c6 chit khéi, wm, chac vay.”



“Vay sao?” Canh sat Kaga cling cam c6¢ ca phé€ dwa Ién miéng r6i cham
rai rit quyen so tay ra. “Toi c6 mdt chuyén mudn xac nhén, vé viéc thay da
d&n nha anh Hidaka lic 8 gio.”

“Puoc.”

“Luc do, thdy Nonoguchi nha'n chu6ng ctra khong tha’y ai trd 10, toan bd
den trong nha déu tat nén da goi dién dén khach san cd Rie dang & ding
khong?”

“Pung vay.”

“Chuyén anh den do...” Cénh sat Kaga nhin thfmg vao toi. “Co dung la
toan by déu tat hét khong?”

“T4t h&t ma. Chic chin khong sai.” T6i nhin vao mét cu ta, trd 101.

“Nhung tt phia cong thi dau c6 thd’y dwore cira s6 phong lam viéc? Thay
da di vong ra vueon a?”

“Khong, tdi khong di vong ra veon. Nhung tw cong chi can veon cd ra
nhin 1a bi€t phong lam viéc khong c6 dnh séng.”

“Vay sao?” Canh sat Kaga c6 vé hoi nghi ngo.

“Ngay triede ctra phong lam viéc ¢6 cdy anh dao 1on. N&u phong lam viéc
c6 anh sang thi co the' tha’y ro cay anh dao do.”

“A, rala vdy.” Canh sat Kaga git dau v&i canh sat Makimura. “T6i hi€u
ron.”

“Chuyén nay la van dé 1om vay sao?”

“Khong, thay cr nghi 1a xac nhan don thuan di. Néu bao cdo lo’ too mo
may chuyén nay thi sé bj cic s€p quo trach.”

“Nghi€ém nhi.”

“Nganh nao ciling vay th6i.” Canh sat Kaga cwoi nhu thoi con lam gido
vién.

“Vay cau dicu tra d€n dau roi? Co bi€t dwoe gi chwa?” Toi [an lwot nhin
hai vién canh sat roi cudi cing anh mat dung trén mat canh sat Kaga.

“Chi mé&i bét dau thdi nén...” Canh sit Kaga nhe giong néi. C6 1& ciu ta
dang ngam bao khong the néi chuyén diéu tra.

“Ti vi n6i cdi gi ma hung thd la ngeoi 1la. Ho néi ciing c6 thé ¢6 kha ning
d6. Tic 1a c6 nguoi 1én vao nha véi muc dich dn trom nhwng bi Hidaka
phat hién nén ra tay gi€t luon.”

“Kha nang dé khong phai la s6 khong.”

“Ttc 1a cdu khong nghi vay?”



“Ping vay.” Canh sat Kaga c6 vé d€ y dé€n ngwoi dan em bén canh. “Ca
nhan t6i cho rang it c6 kha nang do6.”
“Tai sao?”

“N€u mudn trom nha Vang ngu’0’1 thi thwong s€ vao twr ctra ra vao. Néu
chang may bi phat hién van ¢ th€ quanh co ch6i t0i, roi roi khoéi twr day.
Nhwng nha anh Hidaka thi nhw thay da biét, ctra ra vao van khéa.”

“Chéc khong c¢6 chuyén thi pham c& tinh khéa ctra lai dau... nhi?”

“Nha Hidaka c6 ba chia khoa, hai chia do ngwoi vor Rie gite. Chié€c con
lai nam trong tdi quan ctia anh Hidaka.”

“Nhung ciing c6 ké trom ra vao biang 167 ctra s6 ma?”

“Co thi ¢, nhung vay 1a pham to1 c6 k& hoach ki cang r6i. Chung s¢ dieu
tra twe tredre, khi nao chd nhan vang nha, c¢é bi ngwoi qua dwong phat hién
khong, ki€m tra ki r6i méi hanh dong.”

“Khong c6 hweong d6 a?”

“Thi d6...” Canh st Kaga cuoi 1 ham réng tring. “Né&u di diéu tra trudc
roi, chac chan thi pham phai bi€t nha dé dau con lai gi.”

“A!” T6i ha to mi€ng nhin hai vién canh sit, “Dung ro6i.” Canh sat
Makimura ciing cwoi nhe.

“Tai thi...” N6i roi canh sat Kaga ngung lai, ¢6 vé do dw. Sau d6 nghiém
giong ti€p tuc. “Cho rang hung thd 1a ngwoi quen.”

“Cha, khéng ém a ti nao nhi?”

“Chi n6i & day thdi d&y.” Cu ta ddt ngén trd [én migng.

“Um, chuyén d6 dwong nhién.” To6i gat dau.

Sau d6, cau ta dwa méit nhin canh sit Makimura. C4u canh sét tré ¢Am
phi€u tinh tién dirng day.

“O khong, d& toi...”

“Khong dwoe!” Canh sat Kaga dwa tay chan lai. “La chiing t6i moi thay
ma.”

“Nhung dau c6 dwore tinh vao phi cong tac dung khong?”

“Khong. Vi chi 1a com t67 thong thwong.”

“Xin 101 ciu.”

“Thay dwng ban tam.”

“Nhwng...” T6i nhin v€ quay thu ngan. Canh sat Makimura dang tra tién.



Cudi cung t6i nhan ra thai do cau ta ¢6 vé ki la. Cau ta dang n6i chuyén gi
dé6 voi ¢6 gdi thu ngan. CO géi nhin vE phia t6i va tra loi gi do.

“Xin 10i anh.” Canh st Kaga néi, van nhin t6i ma khong nhin vé phia
quay, thai do cling hoan toan khong khac gi v&i lic nay. “Ching t6i dang
xéac nhén chirng ¢ ngoai pham.”

“Cua toi a?”

“Vang.” Cau ta khé git d4u. “Ching t6i da xac nhan v&i anh Oshima nha
xud't ban Doji. Nhung 12y dwoe bao nhiéu chirng ctr thi phai 18y hét 1a cach
lam cua canh sat. Mong thay thong cam.”

“Vi vy ma cau chon tiém nay?”

“Né&u khong cluing thoi gian thi nguoi phuc vu cling sé khac nén...”

“Thi ra 1a vay.” Toi thwe sw bi an twgng.

Canh sat Makimura da quay lai. Canh sat Kaga héi céu ta, “Tinh ding
khong?”

“Vang, dung ro61.”

“Vay thi t6t.” N6i roi canh st Kaga nhin tdi, nheo mét trong khodnh
khac.

Khi t61 n61 minh dang ghi chép lai vu 4n an nay, canh sit Kaga quan tam
ra mat. Lic d6 chang toi da roi nha hang, di bo duwgc mét lic. Néu khong
néi ra chuyén dé, chic hin chiing t6i da tam biét nhau trede can ho cua toi.

“Kinh nghiém nhw thé& nay cd 1€ ca doi khong ¢6 'an thi hai, nén t6i dinh
ghi chép lai dwdi hinh thirc nao d6. Ma thoi, ciu cir nghi la cén tinh cia nha
van cing dworc.”

Thé 1a Kaga im ldng nhw dang suy nghi mdt chut, ro1 néi thé nay.

“Thay c6 the’ cho t6i xem ghi chép d6 dwgc khong?”

“Cho xem? Cho cdu xem 4? Khong, vi tdi vi€t khong phai d€ cho nguoi
khac doc.”

“Mong thay gitp cho.” Cau ta cii dau. Canh sat Makimura cling lam vay.

“Pwng ma. Lam vay gitra dwong khéng hay dau. Hon nira nhitng gi t6i
viét déu la chuyén da néi voi cac cau roi.”

“Vay cling duoc.”

“Thua cdu roi ddy.” To6i gii dau, thé dai. “Vay 1én nha tdi nhé? Ma t6i
vi€t bang mdy danh ch* nén phai phién ma’y ciu cho t6i in ra nira.”

“Ra‘t san long!” Canh sit Kaga noi.



Hai vién canh sat 1én tin phong toi. Khi t6i bit d4u in, canh st Kaga dén
bén canh nhin.

“Pay la mdy danh chtr chuyén dung nhi?”

“bung vay.”

“Con céi & phong anh Hidaka 1a may tinh?”

“Cau y la nguoi rat hi€u ki.” To6i ndi. “Nao chia sé d li€u qua mdy
tinh, nao game, ¢6 vé mu6n tht nhiéu thir 1am.”

“Thay Nonoguchi khong dung may tinh a?”

“T6i dung cdi nay 1a da roéi.”

“Luc nao cling nho ngwoi clia nha xud't ban dén 18’y ban thao a?”

“Khong, thuong thi t6i gi fax. O’ d6 kia, tha'’y chwa?”

Tbi chi vao mdy fax nim & mdt géc phong. Chi c6 mot dwong diy dién
thoai nén t6i n6i v&ii mdy chad cta dién thoai khéng day.

“Nhung hdom qua thdy nho' ngwoi dén 18y ma?” Canh sdt Kaga ngang
dau I1én. Khong biét c6 phai t6i nghi qua khong, nhwng sau trong dnh mat
ciu ta chad't chira anh sang day an y.

“Tha pham la ngwoi quen.” Toi nhé lai 1o néi ldc ndy cha cdu ta.

“Do tdi c6 nhi€u chuyén mudn gap tryc ti€p d€ trao doi nén hom qua thi
déc biét nho ho dén.”

Truwdce cau trd 1ovi cua toi, ciu ta chi im lang gat dau va khong hoi gi thém.

In xong, tredre khi trao cho cdu ta, tdi noi.

“That ra, to1 c6 gidu chut chuyén.”

“Vay sa0?” Canh sit Kaga c6 vé& khdng ngac nhién 14m.

“Cau doc ro1 s€ bi€t. Do to1 nghi khong li€n quan dén vu an, lai khong
mudn ndi nhirng diéu khi€n ngeoi khac bi nghi ngo'.”

Do 1a chuyén Hidaka gi€t con meo.

“T6i hi€u r'oi. Clng thwong cé chuyén nhw vay.”

Hai ngwoi ho ¢cam ban ghi chép da dworc in, khong ngirng cdm on t6i roi
ra ve.

Va...

Sau khi hai ngwdi Kaga ra vé, tdi bat dau viét phan ctia ngay hom nay.
Tic doan ti€p theo phan da giao cho ho. C6 1€ r61 ho s€ lai mudn xem phan
nay, nhuwng tdi c6’ gdng vi€t ti€p ma khong nghi d€n chuyén d6. Néu khong
lam viy, s€ chang c6 y nghia gi.



b3 hai ngay tr6i qua k€ tv hom xdy ra vy an. Pam tang cua Hidaka
Kunihiko dworc t& chirc tai mot ngdi chiia cdch nha riéng cdu &y vai cay s0.
bong dao ngu’0’1 dén viéng, chang han nhu gi¢i xua't ban, d€ thip nhang
cling phai x&p hang dai.

Va ding nhw dy dodn, ngwoi cha dai truyén hinh ciing kéo dén day.
Pirng xa cling thd'y ca d6i ngii phong vién ai cling mang vé mat than bi
nhwng lai ddo mat khap noi nhw mat ran véi y dinh bat cho dwoc canh dau
thwong. Chi ¢an ¢6 nguoi khach nao nhd may giot 1€ 1a ho lia mdy quay veé
hwdong d6 ngay.

Tbi thip hwong xong thi dirng canh Téu tiép tin, nhin doan khach 1ii lwot
dén viéng. Trong d6 c¢6 ca nghé si. T6i nhd ra ho 1a nhirng ngwoi dong
trong bd phim dwoe chuyén thé tir tdc pham ctia Hidaka.

Thip hwong xong 1a d&n budi doc kinh, tang chii chao hdi. Rie mic bd
vét den, tay cAm trang hat, binh tinh néi loi ta 1€ khach dén viéng, va néi
v€ nhirng ki niém khé quén véi chong. Pay d6 trong hoi treong yén lang
co ti€ng khoc sut sui.

Trong bai néi ctia Rie, cho d&n cudi cling, tuyét nhién khong nhic dé&n ti
“tht pham” hay nhirng loi thu oan. Piéu d6, ngwoc lai cang thé hién s tiec
gian va noi dau budn cda co aYy.

Khi quan tai dwoe khiéng ra, khach dén viéng ciing bit dau ra veé, toi
nhin ra mot nhan vat ngoai suy nghi. Co6 ta dang di bd mot minh.

Khi cd ta vira ra khdi chua, toi 1én ti€ng, “Co Fujio!”

Fujio Miyako dwng budc, quay lai. Mdi téc dai theo d6 gon song.

“Anhla..”

“Hom kia, chiing ta da gap nhau & phong cta Hidaka r'6i nhi.”

“Vang, toi nho.”

“T6i 1a ban than cua Hidaka, tén Nonoguchi. N&u néi thém thi cling la
ban cuing khéa v&i anh cia ¢6.”

“Hinh nhw vay. Hom d6 t61 ¢6 nghe anh Hidaka n6i.”

“T6i mu6n néi chuyén v&i ¢6 médt chiit, c¢d ¢ ranh khong?”

Co ta nhin d6ng h'd, sau dé6 hudng mét ra xa.

“C6 nguwoi dang cho t6i.”

Tdi nhin theo hwdng mét co ta. Mot chiéc xe van mau xanh 14 ciy nhat
dang dau sat mép duwong. Ngdi & ghé” tai x& 1a mot ngwoi dan dng tré dang
nhin vé phia chung toi.



“Chong c6 a?”

“Khong, khong phai vay.”

T6i hi€u 1a nguoi yéu.

“Vay & day cling dwgec. To61 mudn cd cho biét vai diéu.”

“Diéu gi?”

“H6m d6, c6 da néi chuyén gi voi Hidaka?”

“Chuyén gi la sao, ciing nhuw lau nay thoi. Toi da yéu cau anh ta thu h'éi
hét sdch trong kha ning, thtra nhén 16i fAm clia minh tredc cdng chiing va
vi€t lai noi dung sao cho khong li€n quan d€n anh tdi. T61 nghe dugc anh ta
s€ di Canada nén cling c6 y mudn xem thtt anh ta dinh té thanh y bang cach
nao trong trong lai.”

“Vay Hidaka da néi gi?”

“Anh ta n6i vin ludn sin sang x& 1y v&i thanh ¥, nhueng khong dinh bé
cong dtrc tin ctia minh.”

“Ttc 1a ciu &y néi khong th€ dap tng yéu cau?”

“Dwong nhw anh ta cho rang néu khong phai xui't phat tr tinh hiéu ki ma
la hu’O’ng dén tac pham mang tinh nghe thut cao, thi viéc dong cham dé€n
doi tw ciia hinh mau & mot mire do nao d6 ciing 1a chang ding dung.”

“Nhung c6 khong chdp nhan?”

“Pwong nhién r'6i.” Co6 ta hoi nhoén miéng nhwng khé cé the goi dé 1a nu
Cuo'i.

“Vay cudi cung, hom do co ra veé tay khong?”

“Anh ta da hira sau khi 6n dinh & Canada nha't dinh s€ lién lac, c& géng
ti€p tuc trao doi bang cdch nao d6. Trude gio xua't phat nén ho cung co vé

ban rdn, lai nght c6 dai dang kéo dai ciing khong dugc viéc gi nén to1 tam
chap nhan.”

Co 1€ Hidaka cling khong th€' néi gi hon.

“Vay sau d6 co da vé thang nha a?”

“T61? Pung vay.”

“Khong ghé dau ca?”

“Vang.” Sau khi gat dau, Fujio Miyako mé to mét nhin t6i chdm chim.
“Anh dinh hdi chirng ¢ ngoai pham sao?”

“Khong, khong phai vay.” T6i cdi dau, cha tay dwdi mii. Nhwng chinh
toi cling tha’y ki cuc, ddy khong phai xac nhan chirng c ngoai pham thi con



la gi.

Co ta thé dai. “HOom qua canh st d&n, hdi t6i nhur vira r'6i anh hoi vay.
Ma khong, cach héi thang thirng hon mot chit. Ki€u nhw ¢6 ¢6 cam thu anh
Hidaka khong?”

“Ha ha.” T61 nhin lai co &y. “Vay, c6 no6i g1?”

“T6i tra losi khéng cam ghét gi cd, chi mong anh ta ton trong ngwoi da
khuat.”

“Viing cdm scn bdt..” T6i néi, “Co khong thich né d&én vay sao? Truyén
bang bo anh c6 sao?”

“Ai cling c6 bi mat cda riéng minh. Va ho cé quyén khong cong khai né.
Du la nguoi chét di ntra...”

“Né&u c¢6 ngudi cho rang bi mat d6 vd cling cdm dong thi sao? Viéc mudn
cho th€ gian nay bi€t dén sy cam dong do toi t€ d€n thé sao?”

“Cam dong w?” C6 ta nhin tdi chim cham. Sau d6 tir tir 1c d4u. “Chuyén
mdt hoc sinh ¢ap hai bao hanh mot ¢c6 bé ma cam dong sao?”

“Ciing ¢6 treong hop phai viét d€1lam nén cho sy cam dong do.”

C6 ta mot [an niva thd dai. RO rang 1a d€ cho toi tha'y.

“Anh Nonoguchi day ciing vi€t truyén dung khong?”

“Vang, truyén thi€u nhi thoi.”

“Anh ra strc bénh virc anh Hidaka vi anh ciling 1a nha van?”

To6i suy nghi mot chit roi néi, “Ciing cd the.”

“Mot cong viéc dang ghét.” Co ta xem dong h'6. “T6i ra't voi, xin phép
anh.” Co tay quay lung, di vé phia chié€c xe hoi dang cho.

Khi t6i vé d&n ciin hd cia minh, trong hdp thu c6 mot manh gid’y nhén.

“T6i & nha hang I'an trede. Hay goi dién cho tdi. Kaga.”

Trong gidy ¢6 ghi mot day s&’, c¢o 1€ ctia nha hang.

T61 vao phong thay d6 roi dén théng nha hang ma khong goi dién. Kaga
dang doc sach & ghé canh ctra s6. Cudn sach c6 gidy boc cua tiém sach nén
to1 khong tha'y bia.

Khi th@y tdi, canh sat Kaga vdi vang dinh ding day. Toi ngan lai.

“Khong can dau, ciu ctr ng6i di.”

“Xin 161, d&n phién thay lic mét mdi.”

Cau ta cui dau. Co6 vé cau ta bi€t hom nay c6 dam tang cua Hidaka.

Sau khi goi stra néng, tdi ng6i xudng ghé'.



“T6i bi€t muc dich cda cdu. Cai nay chir gi?” T6i rit xap gidy da dwoc
gap lai tw tii 4o khodc ra, dat tredc mét ciu ta. La phan ghi chép hom qua.
Truwde khi ra khdi nha t6i da in nd.

“Cam on thay. May cho t6i qua.” Cau ta dua tay dinh mé xap gid'y.

“Xin 18i, mong c4u ding doc & ddy. Cdu di doc phan hom qua r'oi chic
cling biét, tdi ¢6 vi€t V€ cau ntra nén tha'y nguwong ngwong sao d6.”

Nghe t6i néi vay, ciu ta nhoén miéng cuwoi.

“Ping nhi. Viy phédn nay ctr d€ nguyén day.” Cau ta gdp xap gidy lai,
cho vao tii trong cta 4o khoéc.

“Vay...” Toi udng nwdc va hdi. “Céo gitp gi dwoe cho ciu khong, phian
ghi chép cua t6i d6?”

“C6 chu.” Canh sdt Kaga trd 10 ngay 18p tirc. “C6 nhirng ther nhw bau
khong khi ctia vu dn, n€u nghe bang tai thi khong hi€u 1dm, nay dwoc viet
bang loi van lai rdt dé nam bat. May vu dn khéac, nhian chirng hay nguwoi
phat hién vu &n ma vi€t dwoc nhw vay thi do bi€t maYy.”

“Né€u vay thi tot.”

Co phuc vu bung stra néng dén. To6i dung thia hét 1op vang stta mong
trén be mat.

“Cau nghi sao vé chuyén con me¢o?” Toi hai.

“To6i rd't bat ngo.” Cau ta trd loi. “MAay chuyén thiét hai do meéo thi
thwong nghe nhwng that tinh chwa tirng nghe ai vi thiét hai ma lam d&n muc
do.”

“Cau ¢6 y dinh diéu tra ngwoi phu niv chit con meo khéng?”

“T6i da bdo cdo sép va da c6 ngwoi khac phu trach.”

“Vay a?” Toi udng stra. Cam gidc nhu minh da mach 1€o vdy, t6i thdy
khong thodi mai lam. “T6i nghi, nhttng phan khac thi déu giong ndi dung
to1 da k€ cho cac ciu.”

“Ping vay.” Cau ta git dau. “Nhwng nhirng di€m chi ti€t rad't dang tham
khéo.”

“C6 di€m nhw vay sao?”

“Vi du doan thdy va anh Hidaka n6i chuyén trong phong. Luc dd, anh
Hidaka c6 hit mot di€u thudc. Néu khdong doc phian ghi chép cua thay sé
khong bi€t diéu d6.”

“Cha, t6i khdng chic c6 phii mot didu khong. Biét dau lai 1a hai digu.
Tém lai toi nhé ciu &y ¢6 hidt thudc nén maoi viet vay.”



“Khong, ding 12 mot digu.” C4u ta khang dinh chic nich. “Chéc chin.”

“Huom.”

To6i khong bi€t chuyén do c6 lién quan thé nao dén vu dn. C6 I€ canh sat
c6 céach nhin ri€ng cta ho.

Tb6i néi véi canh sat Kaga ring sau dam tang, t6i dd néi chuyén véi Fujio
Miyako. Cau ta c6 vé rat quan tam.

“R&t cude toi khong hdi dwoe gi, nhung cd Ay ¢6 bang chitng ngoai pham
khong nhi?”

“Nguoi khac dang diéu tra, nhwng hinh nhw 1a ¢6.”

“Vay a? Néu vay thi khdng can nghi dén c6 &y ntra nhi?”

“Thay nghi ngo ¢6 ay a?”

“Khong d&n mirc nghi ngo, nhwng tdi nghi néi d&€n ngwoi c6 dong co thi
lacody.”

“Pdng co 1a viéc ngwoi than bi xAm hai quyén riéng tw a? Nhwng cé giét
anh Hidaka cling dau gidi quyét dwgrc van dé?”

“Ciing c6 the vi khong thd'y dwgc thanh y cia Hidaka nén cd &y gian qua
héa hanh dong?”

“Nhuwng khi c6 &y roi nha Hidaka, anh Hidaka van con s6ng.”

“Biét dau cd &y tam thoi bd di roi quay lai?”

“D¢€ gi€t nguoi?”

“U.” Toi gat dau. “D¢ giét ngwoi.”

“Nhwng nguoi vor, O Rie van con & nha ma?”

“C6 th€ cho nguoi vo di khoéi r'oi 1én vao.”

“Ttc cd Fujio Miyako biét ngwoi vor sé roi khdi nha?”

“Co6 the€' cd 2y danh hoi dwoc qua vai cau tro chuyén.”

Canh sat Kaga dan hai tay dat trén mat ban, nhip hai ngén tay cdi voi
nhau. Sau khi lam vy mot lic, cdu ta néi, “DO6t nhép tw ctra ra vao?”

“Khong, ctra sO chir? Cira ra vao da bi khéa ma.”

“Mot phu nir méc vét ddt nhap tw cira s6 sao?” Céu ta cwoi. “Chwa k€ anh
Hidaka c6 the' tha’y?”

“Cho Hidaka ding 1én di vé sinh la dwgee. Sau d6 ndp sau canh cra cho
cau ay quay lai.”

“CAm cdi chiin gid'y?” Canh sit Kaga huo nhe nim da'm tay phai.



“Piling vay. Va khi Hidaka buwdc vao thi...” T6i cling dwa nim daAm tay
phai 1&n. “Dung d6 chédn gid’y dé dép vao sau dau cau ay.”

“Ra vdy. Sau do thi sa0?”

“U thi...” Toi vira nhd lai nhirng gi hom kia canh sit Kaga da néi vira két
ndi cau chuyén. “Thi si€t co. Dung day dién thoai... ding khong? Sau d6 bd
tron.”

“Tw dau?”

“Purong nhién tir ctira s0. Néu twr ctra ra vao thi khi ching t6i dé€n ctra dau
bi khéa.”

“Dung vy nhi.” Cu ta dwa tay cAm c6c ca ph€ nhwng nhén ra ca phé da
hé&t nén d€ nguyén dé. “Nhung tai sao khong chay trdn bang ctra ra vao?”

“Chuyén d6 thi t61 khong bi€t nhung cling c6 thé cd ta khong mudn bi
ngwoi khac bat gap. Pay 1a van dé tam ly. Ma thdi, n€u cd ta da cé chirng
clr ngoai pham thi may chuyén nhw vay chi la khong twdng.”

“Vang, ding vay.” Ciu ta néi. “Vi cd ta c6 chirng ctr ngoai pham nén toi
ma&i duegc nghe chuyén khong twdng cua thay.”

T6i khd ba't ngo treede 1ovi ndi cua cdu ta.

“Cau cr quén no6 di.”

“Nhung ra't ddng tham khao. T6i cho rang diy 12 suy luan thd vi. Nhan
tién, thay suy luin gidp tdéi mot chuyén dwoc khong?”

“T6i khong chic minh suy ludn dworc khong dau, nhung chuyén gi?”

“Tai sao thd pham tit dén trong phong?”

“Nay cu...” T6i suy nghi mot chit roi trd 101. “D& nguwdi ta nghi 1a véng
nha. Chang may c6 ai dé€n thi ct thé’ ra vé nén s€ khi€n cho viéc phét hién
xac ché&t cham tré hon. Thyc t€, t6i da twedng khong c6 ai khi thdy can nha
t61 thui d6 thoi.”

“Ttrc thd pham mudn 1am cham tré viéc phét hién ti thi?”

“Chaalng phai d6 la tdm 1y cua thu pham sao?”

“Vay...” C4u ta ndi. “Tai sao may tinh thi d&€ m&?”

“May tinh?”

“Vang. Thay c6 viét 1a khi vao phong, man hinh sing tring ma?”

“Ping vay nhi, nhung cé 1€ thd pham nghi mdy tinh d€ nguyén cling
dwoc?”



) “HOm qua, sau khi chia tay thay, t6i da 1am mot thi nghiém don gian. Toi
tat den, d€ mé man hinh, va k&t qua 1a kha séng da’y. Pung ngoai ctra s0 ¢6
the thdy 10 mo’ qua rém ctra. T6i nghi n€u mudn tao dyng canh véng nha
that thi chac phai tat cd may tinh.”

“Vay chic do khong biét cédch tat. Nguwdi nao chua tirng so qua may tinh
thi khong bi€t cach tat ciing 1a chuyén thwong ma.”

“Nhung c6 thé tit man hinh cht. Chi ¢An bAm niit th6i. N&u ca chuyén
da’y cting khong biét thi rit day dién.”

“Chéc do dang tri roi.” Toi néi.

Cénh sat Kaga cham chd nhin t6i, sau d6 gat dau.

“Ping vay nhi. Cé thé'la dang tri.”

Khong con y ki€n gi hon ntra, t6i im 1ing.

“Xin 10i vi da 1am mi't thoi gian cla thdy.” Cau ta ding diy. “Hom nay
thay ciing ghi chép lai chi?”

“T61 dinh vay.”

“Vay co the cho tdi xem phan d6 luén khong?”

“Um, duoc thdi.”

Cau ta huedng vEé quiy tinh tién, gitra ching d6t nhién dwng lai.

“T6i thye sy khong hop voi nghé gido a?” Cau ta hdi vay. C6 1€ do trong
ghi chép ctia t6i c6 vi€t y do.

“Chi 1a y ki€n ca nhan théi.” Toi tra loi.

Cau ta nhim mét, thd dai mot ti€ng roi di ra.

To6i hoan toan khong hi€u Kaga dang nghi gi.

Néu da biét dwge di€u gi d6 r'oi thi cir néi cho t6i cling dwgre ma.



2: NGHI NGO
Ghi chép cua Kaga Kyoichiro

Mot diéu t6i quan tdm trong vu an Tan nay la viéc ké thu 4c da dung d6
chan gid’y 1am hung khi. Khong can no6i ciing bi€t, @6 chan gidy dé la mot
moén d6 trong phong cua Hidaka Kunihiko. Tc lic dau khi dén nha
Hidaka, tht pham khong dinh gi¢t Hidaka Kunihiko. Vi c¢6 th€& cho ring
néu c6 y dinh sat hai ngay tir d4u, dwong nhién phai chuih bj s&n phwong
tién gdy 4n. Tuy ciing c6 cdch nghi ring hung thil ¢4 chu&h bi nhung vi phat
sinh vdn @€ gi d6 nén danh thay doi phwong thirc sat hai. Tuy nhién, viéc
chon cdch d4nh bang @' chiin gid’y sau khi thay ddi cho thay, qua thiéu k&
hoach. Hi€n nhién, suy dodn day Ia hanh vi pham tdi mang tinh bdc phat
nha't thoii thi hop 1y hon.

Nhung dén day, toi lai ban khodn vé canh ctra nha Hidaka. Theo loi khai
ctia nhirng ngwoi phat hién ddu tién thi cira ra vao va ctra phong lam viéc
ctia Hidaka Kunihiko déu khda.

V¢ di€m nay, Hidaka Rie da khai nhw sau.

“Khi roi khéi nha lic 5 gio hon, t6i da khéa ctra ra vao. Vi tdi lo khi
ch'ong t6i & li trong phong lam viéc, gid st ¢6 ai vao nha cling chang hay
biet gi. Nhuwng ¢6 nim mo' tdi cling khdng ngo' lai thwe sy ¢6 chuyén nhu
vay xay ra.”

Theo k&t qua 14’y dd'u vAn tay, trén nim ctra chi c6 clia vor chong Hidaka.
Khong c6 ddu vét ging tay hay vét tich lau x6a gi ca. Titc c6 th€ cho rang
ctra van khéa nguyén k€ tir lic Hidaka Rie roi nha.

Vay kha nang cao la thu pham khéa phong lam viéc tw bén trong. Vi khac
voi treong hop ctra ra vao, & diy ro rang ¢ vét tich cta viéc x6a ddu van
tay.

Tt nhirng viéc trén, qua nhién chi c¢6 thé cho rang tha pham dot nhap tir
ctra 0. Nhwng né€u viy, lai ndy sinh mau thuin v&i ndi dung lic ndy. Liéu
mot tha pham vén khong c¢6 y dinh sat hai ¢6 xam nhép tw ctra s6 khong?
Khé ning hén dinh trdm thr gi d6 lai cang thap, Du 1a ngwdi hom d6 Tan
dau dén nha Hidaka ciing thay ngay trong nha chang con lai gi d€ trdm ca.

That ra, c6 mot gia thiét gidi quy&t mau thudn nay. D6 1a thi pham da dén
nha Hidaka hai Tdn vao hom &y. L'an ddu dén tw ctra ra vao d€ dat muc dich
chinh. Ngwoi d6, sau khi tam roi khdi nha Hidaka (chinh xac 1a sau khi gia
vo roi khoi) thi ti€n hanh cudc vi€ng tham [4n tha hai. Lic nay da Am tham



quyé&t dinh trong 1ong va xadm nhép tw ctra s0. Quyét dinh d6, khéng can néi
cling biét, 12 y dijnh giét ngudi. Lidu c6 nén cho ring nguyén nhan ndy sinh
y dinh d6 phat sinh trong Ian dau ti€n?

Véy thi, ngay xay ra vu an, ai da d€n nha Hidaka? Hién gio rd rang nhat
la ¢6 hai nguoi. Fujio Miyako va Nonoguchi Osamu.

Chung t6i da khoanh vung diéu tra hai ngwoi nay. Nhwng két qua lai trai
v&i suy dodn ctia chiing t6i, nguoi nao ciing ¢ chirng ctr ngoai pham.

Fujio Miyako quay vé nha lic 6 gio chiéu hom d6. Ngwoi chirng minh
diéu nay 1a vi hon phu Nakazuka Tadao va ngwoi lam mai cho ho, Ueda
Kikuo. Ho gdp nhau trao doi vé dam hoi dy dinh s€ tO chirc vao théng sau.
Ueda la c@p trén ctua Nakazuka, khong c6 moi quan hé tryc tlep voi Fujio
Miyako. Khé ma cho ring ong ta cho 101 khai gid vi vo' sip cudi clia cAp
dudi. Ngoai ra, theo 1o khai cia Hidaka Rie thi Fujio Miyako rovi khodi nha
Hidaka lic hon 5 gio, tinh khodng cach tir nha Hidaka dén nha riéng cta
Miyako va tinh trang giao thdng thi viéc cd &y v€é dén nha lic 6 gio hoan
toan binh thwong. Truedc hét, c6 th€ ndi chirng clr ngoai pham cua Fujio
Miyako qué hoan hdo.

Ti€p theo la Nonoguchi Osamu.

Khi di€u tra v€ nhan vat nay, tdi khong the phu dinh viéc it nhiéu c6 chat
suy nghi riéng tw. Anh ta 1a dan anh & cho lam cii, mot trong nhirng nguwoi
biét d&n qud khit cay ding cta toi.

Nhwng né€u d€ nhirng mdi lién hé ca nhan lIam dnh hwdng dén cong viéc
diéu tra thi phai ndi 1a t6i khong da tw cach lam ngh€ nay. Trong kha ning
c6 th€, toi quy&t tAm nhin nhan qua khr chung cia t6i va anh ta that khach
quan d€ d61 mat véi vu dn Tan nay. Tuy néi vdy nhung t6i khong ¢6 y dinh
lang quén qué khir. Vi tlly treong hop, né c6 the tré thanh vii khi sdc bén
de€ pha an.

Chirng ctr ngoai pham ngay hom d6 do chinh Nonoguchi khai nhw sau.

Khodng 4 gio 30 phiit, nhan liic Fujio Miyako dén, anh ta roi nha Hidaka.
Anh ta vé thang nha, lam viéc dé€n khoang 6 gico. Liic 6 gio, bién tdp vién
nha xuit ban Doji 12 Oshima Yukio d&n, ho bit dau trao d6i cong viéc.
Puwoc mot lic thi ¢6 dién thoai ctia Hidaka Kunihiko néi rﬁng c6 chuyén
mudn trao doi, mong anh ta d&n nha vao lic 8 gio.

Nonoguchi Osamu cling di voi Oshima d&n nha hang géan nha, sau khi
dung btra thi d&€n nha Hidaka. P&n noi vira ding 8 gior. Anh ta 187y lam la
khi thdy hinh nhw khong c¢6 ai & nha, bén lién lac voi Hidaka Rie. Trong
lic cho ¢d Rie, anh ta udng ca phé & quan nwdc “Céi dén” gan d6. Khoang



8 gior 40, anh ta quay lai nha Hidaka vira ding lic Hidaka Rie d&n noii. Hai
nguwoi vao nha va phat hién xac chét.

Khi sip x&p lai nhw vay, cé th€ cho ring chitng citr ngoai pham cuia
Nonoguchi ciling gan nhw hoan hdo. Cd Oshima ctia nha xuad't ban Doji va
chu tiém “Cédi den” cling chirng minh loi néi cia anh ta ding.

C6 diéu, khdng phéi hoan toan khéng ¢6 ké héd. Néu mudn tim ra co’ hoi
gi€t hai Hidaka Kunihiko cda anh ta trong loii khai nay, thi d6 chinh 1a la
trede khi dién thoai cho Rie. C6 th€ suy luén, sau khi chia tay Oshima va
dén nha Hidaka, anh ta ngay lap tic sat hai Hidaka Kunihikio r'oi sip dit
vai viéc, goi dién cho vo ctia nan nhan nhw khong cé chuyén gi xay ra.

Nhwng phdp y da ching minh kich ban nay khong th€ thanh 14p. Truwa
hom dé, trong lic di mua sdm v&i vor, Hidaka Kunihiko di #n him bo go
va thoi gian t& vong dwore suy dodn dya trén tinh trang tiéu héa la khoang 5
dén 6 gior chiéu, c6 tré bao nhiéu di nira cling khong the sau 7 gio:.

Véy danh phai coi nhw chirng cttr ngoai pham ctia Nonoguchi Osamu la
hoan héo sao?

Nhwng thanh thye ma néi, tdi nghi ngo’ thi pham 1a anh ta. Ly do 1a mét
cAu néi bang quo’ ctia anh ta dém xay ra vu 4n. Ttr khodnh khéc nghe dwoc
cAu néi do, tdi da bat dau xem xét kha ning anh ta 1a thii pham. Toi biét,
hanh dong theo tryc gidc thwong rat thi€u hi€u qua, nhung riéng Tan nay toi
da the dwa vao do.

Viéc Nonoguchi Osamu ghi chép lai vu dn 4n nay thit bat ngo. Vi toi
nghi gid st anh ta 12 thd pham, chic chin anh ta s& khong 1am ra nhitng
hanh vi nhw 1am 1o céc chi ti€t ctia vu an. Thé nhwng khi doc phian ghi chép
dé, t6i nhan ra phai nghi hoan toan ngworc lai.

That ra, ban ghi chép dwoc vi€t rat mach lac. Va nhirng gi dwoc ghi chép
mach lac d6 lai ra't ¢6 strc thuy€t phuc. Trong lic doc, t6i suyt nira da quén
ring noi dung d6 chwa chéic 1a si that. Nhung biét dau chinh trong diy lai
an chira y @6 cia Nonoguchi Osamu?

T6i twdng twong. Anh ta l1a thd pham, mudn danh lac hwdng sy tinh nghi
cta canh sat ddi voi minh. Anh ta suy doan ban than s€ bi tinh nghi do van
dé thoi gian.

Xuat hién tred'c mat anh ta khi d6 lai 1a mot ngwoi tieng day cung trirong
voi anh ta ldc xwa. Anh ta quy€t dinh loi dung ngu’é’i nay, viét lai cac ghi
chép gla d€ nguoi nay doc. Chic chin mot ngudi dan ong non nét trong
nghe g1a0 cung s& chang gidi giang gi khi 1am canh sét, c6 1& s& dé dang bj
mac vao cdi bay nay.



Liéu day c6 phai suy dodn vd cin cit khong? Vi qué y thirc ring khong
dwoge d€ tinh cadm riéng tw xen vao viéc di€u tra chi vi cé quen bi€t, nén
nguoc lai da khién t61 kho nhin ra sy that hon?

Nhung cudi cling, toi da thanh cong trong viéc phét hién ra vai céi bay
dwoc gidu trong ghi chép chia anh ta. Va mia mai thay, tr chinh ghi chép
cta anh ta, t6i da c6 th€ tim ra ca chirng cir gidn ti€p quan trong chirng td
khong ai khac ngoai anh ta 1a hung thu.

Dbiéu dang can tré t6i 1a chirng ¢ ngoai pham cda anh ta. Nhung tinh ra
cling ¢6 th€ néi d6 1a chirng cir do anh ta ty chu trrong ma thoi. Ai biét cd
dién thoai goi cho anh ta ldc 6 gio hon ¢6 that l1a to Hidaka Kunihiko
khong.

To6i ra soat lai tv dau nhirng ngh1 van va bi an lién quan dén vu dn Ian
nay. Sau do, toi nhan ra ching xau chudi trén mot dwong thang don thuén.
Goi y cho viéc do cling nam trong ghi chép ciia Nonoguchi Osamu.

Sau khi mot Tan nitra xem xét lai suy luén ciia minh, tdi da bao cdo 1€n cap
trén. S€p 1la mot ngwoi than trong nhwng da dong tinh véi suy nghi cua toi.
C6 vé ong cling thd'y Nonoguchi kha nghi ngay tr 4n twgng gdp mét ban
dau. Tuy khong vi€t trong ghi chép , nhwng dém xay ra vu an, anh ta da
phan khich mot cdch bat thwong va tré nén 14m 1. CA sép va toi déu hiéu
d6 1a mot thai do dién hinh th€ hién anh ta la thi pham thyc sw.

“Van dé 1a vat chung.”

Sép da ndi vay. VE viéc nay, toi cling dong y. Tuy rat ty tin v&i suy dodn
cia minh, nhung phai cong nhin ring d6 chi 1a dia trén ching ctt gidn tiép
thoi.

Ngoai ra con mot van d€ nwra. P6 1a dong cor. Té6i nghi minh da thu thap
kha nhi€u thong tin khong chi ciia Hidaka Kunihiko ma ca ciia Nonoguchi
Osamu, nhung khong tim dwoe ly do d€ Nonoguchi Osamu giét Hidaka.
Nguworc lai, xét d€n chuyén nang do trong cong viéc, Hidaka thdm chi con 1a
an nhan cua Nonoguchi Osamu.

T6i da thir nghi lai vé ca tinh clia ngwoi tén Nonoguchi Osamu trong ki
trc ctia minh. Sudt thoi gian day Qudc nglr & treong cap hai, anh ta 1a mot
ngwoi di€m tinh trong moi viéc, ludn ti€n hanh cdng viéc theo ding trinh ty
da dworc quy dinh, khong chit so’ sud't du gdp phai chuyén gi. Ca khi doi
dién v&i nhieng tinh hudng bat ngo nhwe may trdo quiy pha cda hoc sinh,
anh ta cling khong h€ mat binh tinh, tham khdo nhirng treong hop teong tw
trong qua khir, khon khéo chon cach giai quyét an toan nhat & thoi di€m
d6. N&u néi xau thi d6 1a ngwoi ¢t 1am y theo sach hwdng din, khong ty



minh quy€t dinh. Mot ntr gido vién Anh vdn da cho t6i bi€t dic trung do
cua anh ta.

“Thay Nonoguchi that ra khong mudén lam nghé gido dau. T6i nghi thay
ay khong mudn phai ban tdm vi nhitng chuyén cta hoc trdo hay chju trach
nhiém v&i nhitng viéc vé van, nén cd ging xt 1y sy viéc mdt cich lanh
lung nhw vay.”

Theo cd 2y, thady Nonoguchi chi mudn bd nghé gido d€ tr¢ thanh nha van
cang som cang tdt. Anh ta hi€m khi di u6ng chung v&i cac dong nghiép
cling la vi & nha vi€t ban théo.

K&t qua ding nhw danh gia cua c6 &y, Nonoguchi Osamu da tré thanh
nha van nhung to61 khong bi€t anh ta nghi gi vé nghé gido vién. Tuy nhién
dwong thoi, anh ta tirng néi véi toi thé nay. “Quan hé gitra gido vién va hoc
sinh 1a thir dwore thanh 18p dwa trén do giac. Gido vién thi 4o gidc minh dang
day gi d6, hoc sinh thi bj 4o gidc dang dwoc day gi d6. Va quan trong la v&i
ao gidc nhw vay, hai bén déu cam tha’y hanh phic. Vi sy that thi chang c6 gi
tot dep ca. Viéc ching ta dang lam chi la tro choi gido duc, khong hon
khong kém.”

T6i khong bi€t anh ta dwa vao trai nghiém nhw th€ nao ma nédi vay.



3: GIAI QUYET
Ghi chép caa Nonoguchi Osamu

Nhirng doan van sau day la phan ghi chép sau khi dwgee canh sat Kaga
cho phép. Téi da nai ni dwore hoan thanh ghi chép trede khi roi khoi cén
phong nay, va ciu ta da pha I¢ chdp nhin. Nhung chdc chdn cau ta khong
the’ 1y gidi dwore tai sao da dé€n nuwdc nay r'oi ma toi con viét may thir nay
de lam gi. Co 1€ ciu ta khong the hi€u du tdi ¢6 ndi gia du day 1a ban ghi
chép gian ddi thi ban niang cia nha van la hé da bat tay vao vi€t thi mudn
vie't dén cung.

Nhung v&i toi, trdi nghiém trong mot gioo dong h'd nay da d€ viét lai.
Viéc mudn ghi chép lai nhing kinh nghiém c6 an twong sau sac cé 1€ ciling
la ban nang cia nha van. Cho du d6 1a ghi chép huy hoai chinh minh.

Canh sat Kaga dén vao ding 10 gior sang hom nay, tirc ngay 21 thang Tuw.
Tw khoanh khac chudng ctra reo, téi da bat dau c6 mot dw cam, va khi biét
khach dén la cu ta, t6i bi€t dw cam d6 da tré thanh sy that. Du vay tdi van
cO gdng che gid'u sy dao dong, don cau ta vao nha.

“Toi xin 161 vi da dwong dot dén day. Toi c6 chuyén mudn néi véi thay.”
Cau ta van néi v&i giong diéu nhw moi Tan.

“Chuyén gi vay? Ctr vao nha di da.”

“Vang, to1 xin phép.”

T6i moi cdu ta d&€n ghé sofa va rét tra. C4u ta néi, “Thay dwng khach
sdo0.”

“C6 chuyén gi vay?” Toi vira dat coc tra tred'c mat cdu ta vira thie hoi.
Lic d6, t6i nhan ra tay minh dang run. Khi ngang mat 1€n, cdnh sit Kaga
cting dang nhin cham cham vao tay toi.

Céau ta khong dung dén cdc tra, nhin thang vao mat toi.

“That ra t6i phai bdo voi thdy mot tin vo cung khé néi.”

“Tin gi?”

T6i ¢& gitr binh tinh. Thyc t&, tim t6i da dip nhanh d&n ndi t0i c6 thé
tha’y chong mat ba't ct lic nao.

“Ching t6i xin phép dwore kham xét can nha cta thay... can nha nay cda
thay.” Canh sat Kaga khd sé noi.

Trudce tién toi td vé bat ngo, sau d6 mim cwoi. Prong nhién tdi khong
bi€t minh dién cé t6t khong. C6 the’ Kaga chi thad’y khuén mat ti van veo



ma thoi.

“Sao vay? C6 tim & phong tdi cling chang dwoe gi dau.”

“N€u vay thi tot nhung... téi nghi c6 the s€ tim ra gi do.”

“Khoan da. Chang 1€ 1a vay ha? Cau nghi ngo thu pham gi€t Hidaka la toi
va chirng ¢ nam & can phong nay...”

Cénh sat Kaga khé gat dau, “Pung vay.”

“That ngac nhién.” T61 n6i. To61 14c dau va thé dai cho cdu ta tha’y. Mot
man dién sau. “Chuyén qud bat ngo’ ngoai dw dodn, toi that khong biét tra
loi thé nao. Néu khong phai cdu dang néi dua, nhwng nghe khdng gidng
dua.”

“Vang, thwa thay. Ti€c 1a t6i dang nghi€m tic. T6i thwc sy kho tam khi
néi diéu nay v&i mot thay gido dan anh da gidp d& minh, nhung cong viéc
ctia ching t6i la tim ra sy that.”

“Pwong nhién t6i hieu cong viéc cua cau. N&u thay kha nghi, thi du Ia
ban than hay nguwoi nha ciu ciing ¢6 nghia vu phai nghi ngo' ma? Nhung
that long t6i thd’y ba't ngo’ va ling ting. Gi thi gi viéc xay ra qua dot ngot.”

“T61 ¢6 dem 1énh dén.”

“Lénh kham xét a? Pwong nhién roi nhi. Nhung trede khi cho tdi xem
thr d6, cau c6 th€ néi 1y do dwgrc khong? T 1a...”

“Tai sao tdi nghi ngo thay a?”

“U thi vay. Hay 1a khong can giai thich gi nhiéu, nhanh chéng luc 1oi, boi
tung ca can nha 1€n la cach lam cua cac cau?”

“Ciing c6 treong hop nhw vay.” Cu ta nhim mat lai, cAm 18’y cdc tra lic
nay khong dung dén udng mdt ngum, sau d6 lai nhin v€ phia t61. “Nhung
toi dinh s€ ndi v&i thay.”

“Cau lam vay thi t6i cam on. Tuy khong bi€t nghe xong téi cd thdy
thuy€t phuc khong.”

Nhung Kaga khong ddp lai, 18y sO tay tw tdi 4o khodc ra.

“Pi€m quan trong nhat 1a...” Cau ta néi. “Thoi gian t& vong cua anh
Hidaka. Tuy tam thoi cho 1a trong khoang twr 5 gior d€n 7 gior, nhung theo
phdp y gidi phau thi rat it kha ndng xay ra sau 6 gico’. Phwong phap suy doan
thoi gian t& vong twr tinh trang tiéu hda thirc an trong bao ti cé do tin cay
cyc ki cao va trong treong hgp Tan nay, khong can phai gian rong thoi gian
dén hai ti€ng dong h'6. Nhung ¢6 ngwoi chirng minh sau 6 gior anh Hidaka
van con song.”



“Nguroi dé 1a téi a? Cau c6 ndi vay tdi cling danh chiu, vi d6 1a sy that
ma. Kha ning c6 the thdp nhwng da la hi€n twong ty nhién thi cling cé
chénh 1éch hai mwoi, ba mwoi phidt ch?”

“Pwong nhién 12 vdy. Nhung ching tdi bi virdng méc & di€m cin cit cho
loi khai 1a mét cd dién thoai. Vi qua dién thoai thi khong biét c¢6 ding la
ngwoi d6 goi khong.”

“Giong néi d6 1a ctia Hidaka ma. T6i chic chin.”

“Nhuwng khong th€ chirng minh diéu d6. Ngoai thay, khong ai nghe cu
dién thoai do.”

“bién thoai von la vdy ma. Con cach nao khic ngoai vi€c néi ciu hay tin
t617”

“T6i mudn tin, nhung chi vay thi khong thé€ thuyé&t phuc dwoc quan toa
dung khong?”

“Pung 12 chi c6 toi bit dién thoai, nhung ciu ding quén cé ngudi bén
canh t0i lic &y chir. Cdu khong hdi cdu Oshima nha xui't ban Doji vEé viéc
day sao?”

“T6i da hoi. Anh Oshima da lam chirng ¢ cu dién thoai vao thoi gian
thay n6i.”

“Cau 2y khong nghe dwoc ndi1 dung chung t61 néi luc d6 sao?”

“Khong, anh 4y ¢6 nghe. Anh &y néi dwong nhw thdy Nonoguchi ¢é hen
gap v&i nguoi ta. Va sau dé6 méi bi€t d6 1a anh Hidaka.”

“Ra vay. Y ciu 1a chi thé thi khong chirng minh dwore nhi. Y cdu la cd
dién thoai twr ngwoi khac, va toi gid vor néi nhw th€ dé6 la dién thoai tw
Hidaka.”

Kaga chau may, cin moi roi néi.

“T6i khong c6 1y do gi d€'loai bd kha nang do.”

“T6i thi mudn clu dep né di, ma xem ra khong dwore nhi.” Toi gid vo hai
huoce. “Nhung khong hop 1y chit nao. So véi thoi gian tr vong suy dodn tw
ket qua gidi phau c6 thé chénh 1éch d6i chiit nhung dau phai hoan toan,
ding khong? Nhwng sao lai néi nhw th€ qua quyét 1a tdi néi ddi vay? Con
c6 1y do nao khéc a?”

Kaga nhin cham chim vao mét toi roi néi.

“Vang, c6.”

“T61 ra't mudn nghe.”

“Thuoc 14.” Cau ta néi.



“Thudc 1477

“Thay cling d néi roi d6. Rang anh Hidaka 14 ngwdi nghién thudc 14, lic
lam viéc anh &y hit nhw hun khéi tree sdu bo.”

“Um, to6i ¢6 néi nhung... sao?” Vira néi tdi vira cdm thdy mot dw cam
khong lanh lan tda trong I'6ng ngwc nhe mdt ddm khoi den.

Kaga néi, “Nhuwng trong gat tan chi c6 mot mau dau loc.”

GGHé?”

“Chi ¢6 mdt ma thoi. Trong gat tan & phong lam viéc cia anh Hidaka chi
c¢6 mdt dau loc bi dui nat. Co Fujio Miyako ra vé vao khoang 5 gio hon,
sau d6 né€u anh ay lam viéc thi dwong nhién s& dau loc phai tdng 1én.
Nhung dau loc duy nhat dé la cta di€u thudc hidt lic néi chuyén voi thay
day, thdy Nonoguchi. Téi biét diéu nay nho ghi chép cta thay.”

Khong nghi ra dwge 1oi nao d€ dép tra, téi im lang. Toi nhé lai ¢6 Tan nao
dé6, canh sat Kaga da néi vé s& di€u thud'c Hidaka da hat. Tirc ldc d6 ciu ta
da huwong nghi ngo vEé phia toi.

“Tiee 1a...” Ciu ta ti€p tuc. “Tw ldc chi ¢c6 modt minh cho dén ldc bi giét,
anh Hidaka khong hé hit mot di€u thudc nao ca. Toi da hoi cd Rie vE van
deé nay, clu tra 1o 1a gia st anh &y chi lam viéc trong ba mwoi phit, it nha't
cling hit hai d&€n ba di€u. Chwa k&, nghe n6i mdt khi da bat dau cong viéc,
s& di€u dac biét c6 khuynh hudng tang 1€n. Nhung thyc t€ anh Ay lai
khong hit di€u nao ca. Viéc nay phai nghi sao day?”

Trong long minh, tdi bat d4u nguyén rda ban than. Tuy tdi khdng hiit
thud’c nén hoan toan khdng nghi ra, nhwng dang 1€ phai nhan ra chi.

“Het thudc ro1 chang?” Toi tam ndéi vay. “Hodc cdu ay nhan ra khong
mua san thud'c nén hut it di?”

Nhurng chic chén canh sit Kaga khdng hé bd qua nhitng viéc nhw thé.

“Anh Hidaka da mua bdn bao lic trra. Trén ban ¢é mot bao con 14 di€u,
va ba bao chwa khui con trong ngén kéo.”

Giong diéu nhe nhang, nhwng ting lovi, teng 1ovi ciia ciu ta mang theo mét
thi ap Iwc ao t&di trdm ap t6i. T6i swc nhd cdu ta 1a mot tay ki€m dao thuén
thuc. Khoanh khac dé, mot ludong khi lanh chay doc song lwng toi.

“Hwm, vay sao? N&u thé thi ding la ra't khong tw nhién khi chi ¢6 mot
dau thudc. Ly do d6 chi c6 the hoéi chinh Hidaka. Bi€t dau 1y do lai ngoai y
mudn nhw thinh linh bj dau hong hay gi d6?” T6i thi ra sirc phong vé.

“Néu vdy anh &y da khong hdt tredrc mat thay? Qua thit ching tdi phai
chon suy doan phu hop nhat.”



“Y cau la ciu &'y d4 bj giét sém hon nira?”

“Kha som. C6 1€ ngay sau khi ngwoi vor, ¢6 Rie roi khoi nha.”

“Céu khglng dinh nhi.”

“Quay trd lai viéc hit thud'c, ca khi gap Fujio Miyako, anh Hidaka ciing
khong hit di€u nao. T6i bi€t 1y do. Theo loi ba Rie, do lic trwde Fujio
Miyako tirng td vé khé chiu v&i khéi thudc nén chinh anh Hidaka da néi tw
nay vé sau, tred'c mat cd &y s€ han ché&” hiit thudc d€ cudc tro chuyén ti€n
tri€n troi chay.”

“0...” Céch suy nghi day tinh todn ra't Hidaka, toi nghi.

“Chéc chin cudc trd chuyén véi Fujio Miyako da rat cing théng. Vay nén
ngay khi c6 &y ra vé€, anh Hidaka nhat dinh s€ hit thu6c nhuv dwoc giai
phéng khéi con déi. Vay ma khong ¢6 dau loc thuéc. Khong hiit hay khong
the hit? Toi cho la v€& sau.”

“T&c cdu mudn ndi do clu &y da bj giét.”

“DPung vay.” Cau ta git dau.

“Nhwng t6i da roi khoi nha Hidaka triedre @6 tw 1au r'6i.”

“Vang, toi biét. Thay da tam thoi ra khdi ctra, nhung c6 the cho rang sau
do, thdy vong qua vwon, di vé phia phong lam viéc cia anh Hidaka.”

“Cau ndi nhw da tha'y vay nhi?”

“Ban than thay cling da suy doan twong ty ma. Khi gid s& Fujio Miyako
12 hung tha, thdy da bao c6 a4y gid vor roi nha Hidaka roi di vong vé phia
phong lam viéc. Chang phai thdy da néi vé hanh dong cda chinh minh
sao?”

T6i cham rdi 1¢ dau.

“Téi d&n 1a chju. C6 nim mo tdi ciing khdng nghi cdu di nhin nhin sy
viéc theo cdch d6. To6i ctr nghi minh da hd tror ciu.”

Thé& la canh sat Kaga cii xuéng xem so tay roi noi.

“Thdy da viét vé vi¢c minh roi khéi nha Hidaka nhw thé” nay trong ban
ghi chép Tn triede. ‘CO A’y noi tam biét va tién t6i dén tin chd ré tiép theo’,
& day, ‘c6 &y’ la nguoi vor, c6 Rie.”

“Vay thi sao?”

“Né&u theo cau ndy thi c6 Rie di tién thdy ra ngoai cong. Toi da thir xdc
nhan voi c6 &y ve di€m nay. Cau tra loi cla c6 &y 1a chi tien thy dén cira
ra vao. Tai sao phat sinh mau thuan nay?”



“Pau dén ndi to tdt d& goi 12 miu thudn? La mot trong hai ngwdi nho
nham tho6i.”

“Vay sao? Nhung toi lai khong nghi vdy. Chi c6 th€ cho rang thiy da cd
tinh vi€t sai sy thit. Vi€t nhw vay, thdy da nguy trang cho viéc minh khong
roi cong nha Hidaka ma di vong ra veeon.”

Toi cd tinh tho't 1€n.

“Piing 1a dién ro. Ciu nghi qud nhiéu din d&n gwong ép. Do ciu da dua
ra k&t luan t6i 1a thd pham nén m&i c¢6 cach nhin nhw vay.”

“Bén than t6i...” Ciu ta ndi. “Nghi la minh dang phdn dodn mdt céch
khach quan.”

Trong mot liic, téi bj 4nh mét clia ciu ta uy hiép.

Tuy vay trong dau t6i lai nghi chuyén chang lién quan gi, ki€u nhw binh
thwong ngwoi dan 6ng nay cé ding “ban than t6i” d€ chi chinh minh sao?

“Puore, tdi hi€u roi. Puoc thoi. Suy dodn thé nao la tuy clu. S&n d6, toi
cling mudn cdu cho biét kich ban ti€p theo. Nap dwdi ctra sO roi thi toi lam
gi? Dot nhp twr ctra sO va thinh linh ddanh Hidaka a?”

“Vay sa0?” Canh s4t Kaga nhin siu vao mét tdi.

“Nguoi dang hoi 1a té6i ma.”

Cau ta thé dai mot tiéng roi khé 1ic dau.

“Chi ti€t pham t6i phadi do chinh miéng thi pham néi, khong thi chang c6
y nghia.”

“Vay nén ciu bao t6i ty thd sao? Né&u t6i 1a thi pham thi bay gio s€ ndi
ta't cd. Nhung t6i khong phdi thi pham. C4u ¢ the’ 18y lam ti€c nhung chiu
thoi. Quan trong hon, ching ta quay lai cudc di€n thoai nao. P6 1a dién
thoai cua Hidaka goi cho t6i. Néu dé khong phai dién thoai cua Hidaka vay
chir cda ai? Loi khai cda t6i da dwgc gidi truyén thong dang tai kha nhiéu,
né€u hém dé c6 nguoi khac goi dén cho t6i vao gior ddy thi bay gio’, nguoi
dé da thdong bdo cho canh sat roi, khong phéi sao? “R'6i tdi chia ngén tay
trd ra nhw th€ méi vira nghi ra. “Ping r'6i. Ciu cho rang t6i ¢c6 ddng pham?
Cho rang ké d6 goi dién cho toi a?”

Nhung cdu ta khong néi gi, chi nhin quanh cin phong. Khi phat hién ra
cai dién thoai khong day trén ban dn, ciu ta cam 12y ro61 ng 61 lai.

“Khong can dong pham gi ca. Téom lai chi can céi di€n thoai nay reo la
dwoc.”

“Noi thi n61 vay nhung khong ai goi thi dién thoai sao kéu dwgrc?” Sau
khi néi vy, tdi danh tay. “Thi ra la vay. T6i hi€u roi. Cadu mudn ndi thé nay



a? Lidc d6 toi da gidu dién thoai di dong mang trén nguwoi, 1én cau Oshima
goi d€n nha nay. Pung khong?”

“Céach d6 cling c6 th€ 1am cho dién thoai néy reo.” Cau ta ndi.

“Nhung chuyén d6 la khong the'. Toi chang 6 di dong ciing chang muon
ai. Ngoai ra... A ma, néu dung manh khée dé thi diéu tra dé dang thoi. Vi s&
con lwu cude goi & NTT.”

“Rat kho d€ diéu tra cudc goi xua't phat tw dau.”

“A, vy sao? Goi 12 truy ngwoe nhi?”

“C6 diéu...” Cau ta néi. “Diéu tra viéc goi di dau thi rat dé. Trong trrong
hop nay, ¢6 the di€u tra hom dé anh Hidaka da goi di dau.”

“Vay, cau da diéu tra?”

“Vang, toi da diéu tra.” Canh sat Kaga gat dau.

“Hum, vay, két qua 1a?”

“Co lru cude goi d€n nha nay vao lic 6 gior 13 phut.”

“Um... Ding vay. Vi si that 1a c6 dién thoai goi dén ma.” Néi roi toi
cang s¢’ hai hon. Xem bér} lru cudc goi di ma cénh~se’1t Kaga van khong loai
trir nghi van, vay chac chan ciu ta da nhan ra cdi bay & do.

Céanh sit Kaga ding diy, trd cdi dién thoai khong diy vé lai chd cii.
Nhung Tan nay cau ta khong ngdi vao ghé& sofa nwra.

“Hom do, 1€ ra anh Hidaka da gwi fax ngay khi xong ban thao. Nhwng &
phong lam viéc khong c6 may fax. Prong nhi€n thay bi€t tai sao, dung
khong?”

To6i dinh trd 101 khong bi€t, nhwng r6t cude cir thé im lang.

Canh sat Kaga néi, “Vi c6 th€ guri tryc ti€p tr mdy tinh. Thay bi€t ma
nhi?”

“T6i c¢6 nghe.” Toi trd 1&1 ngén gon.

“Tién lgi nhi. Khong cin chuan bj sdn gidy. VOon di anh Hidaka ciing
dinh dén (;anada roi thi dung e-mail, nén hinh nhw da néi v&i ban bién tap
chuan bj san. Vay thi con c6 the tiét ki€m tién dién thoai.”

“T6i khong hi€u may chuyén khé nhin dé. To6i khong quen ding mdy
tinh. Chi nghe Hidaka néi la c6 the gui trgc ti€p qua fax ma khong can in
ra.”

“Péu c6 gi khd. Ai ciing c6 th¢ lam dwgc. Chwa k& con ¢6 nhieu chire
nang tién lgi. C6 the dé dang gii cho nhiéu ngwoi, lai ¢ the lvu lai noi



glri. Va...” Cau ta dung lai, tiép tuc nhin t6i: “N&u thiét 14p sdn gio thi ¢
th€ ty ddng giri vao gior d6.”

Tbi 1ang tranh 4nh mét c4u ta, cdi xudng néi.

“Y cau 1a tdi diing chikc ning d6?”

Cau ta khong tra 1o cAu hdi d6. C6 1€ ciu ta nghi ring khong can thiét
chang?

“T6i van ludn thic méc chuyén dnh sdng I4n trede.” Ciu ta néi. “Chuyén
nha ctra toi thui khi thay dén nha Hidaka 47y. Lic trwdc tdi ¢6 ndi chic
hung thd mudn 1dm nhu chil nha di ving, nhung khong hiu sao chi may
tinh lai d€ bat. Cudi cung toéi da tim ra cdu tra loi. Vi mdy tinh la cong cu
quan trong d€ tao ra cdi by nén phai d€ né chay. Sau khi giét anh Hidaka,
thay bit dau voi va tién hanh tao chitng ctr ngoai pham. Cu th€ 1a thay khéi
dong mdy tinh, m¢& ban thdo thich hop va thi€t 1ap sao cho ban thao dé
dwoc glri d&n cin phong nay vio ldc 6 gior 13 phit. Tiép theo, thay tit tat
ca den trong nha. D6 1a viéc lam can thi€t cho nhirng hanh dong ti€p theo
cua thay. Thay phai tao dgng cau chuyén khi dé€n nha Hidaka Tan ntra vao
ldc 8 gior, do dén trong nha tit nén nghi Hidaka khong c6 nha, 1ién goi dién
cho vo anh &y dang & khach san. Vi thiy s¢ sé ¢6 ngwoi nghi ngor, néu
trong phong sang deén thi thwong s€ dom qua ctra s6 trwede khi goi dién dén
khach san ch? Thay da dw dinh hai ngwoi, ban than va cd Rie sé phat hién
xac chét.”

Sau khi néi mdt hoi dé€n day, canh sat Kaga ngung mdt chit. C6 1€ ciu ta
nghi t6i s€ phan bac hay bién minh gi d6. Nhung t6i im 1ang.

“Thay cling da nghi d&n man hinh CRT cda mdy tinh phai khong?” Cau ta
lai ti€p tuc suy ludn. “Vi nhw t6i da ndi lic tred'c, man hinh dé kha sang.
Nhung phdi d&€ mdy tinh chay. N&u vay thi chi con cich tit man hinh,
nhwng lam vdy ngwoce lai cang nguy hi€m. Vi & hién treong phat hién cai
xdc con co cd Rie, n€u cd &y phat hi€n mdy tinh dang chay ma man hinh lai
khong ¢6 gi thi ¢6 th€ sé 1a mi'u chdt d€ canh sét tim ra céi biy.”

T6i mudn nudt nwdc bot nhwng khong the vi trong miéng kho khdc. Toi
thd’y so' hdi sw sic sdo clia canh sat Kaga. CAu ta di suy dodn thau ddo
nhtrng gi t6i nghi trong long lic dé. Hoan hao.

“T6i nghi thay roi khdi nha Hidaka vao khodng 5 re@i chiéu. Sau do trén
dwong voi va tré vé nha, thay goi dién cho anh Oshima nha xua't ban Doji
dé nghi dén 147y ban thao ngay 1ap tirc. Anh Oshima di néi rang hom d6 du
dinh nhan ban thdo qua fax, nén anh &y da ra't hdi ha khi thay bao phai dén
ngay. May mén Ia tir Doji thi chi cAn di mot chuyé&n tau dién, ching ba



muoi phit dd dé€n noi.” Sau dd, canh sat Kaga bd sung, “Nhirng viéc nhw
theé” khong dworc viét trong ghi chép cua thdy nhi. Thay vi€t nhw the viéc
anh Oshima dén 18’y ban thdo da dworc dinh tw treedc.”

Puwong nhién t6i cd tinh khong viét. Téi théd dai thay cho cau tra loi.

“Ly do goi anh Oshima dén la gi? Khong can ndi cling bi€t. BE trd’ thanh
nhan chirng ngoai pham cho anh. 6 gio 13 phit, mdy tinh cia anh Hidaka
goi di€n dén can phong nay dung nhw anh da thi€t 13p. Lic d6, mdy fax &
day khong dwoc bat. Anh ¢cAm dién thoai khong day bt may. Am thanh
trén dién thoai khi d6 chi la tin hiéu bdo fax. Tw ddy, anh bit d4u dién mot
man kich tuyét hdo, vira nghe tin hiéu lanh 180 ctia mdy vira bat dau néi
chuyén nhw th€ bén kia ¢6 ngwoi. Tw viéc anh Oshima hoan toan bi danh
Itra, da d& hinh dung man dién clia anh tuyét voi thé ndo. Sau khi binh yén
két thic vé& kich mdt nguoi, anh cip mdy. Mdy tinh ctia anh Hidaka két
thiic nhiém vu do 16i truyen tin. D&n day, phan viéc con lai ctia anh chang
con khé khan gi. Chi can cung cd Rie phat hién x4c ché€t ctia anh Hidaka
ding nhw k& hoach la dwoe. Va trong khoang thoi gian chor canh sat dén,
anh 1én c0 Rie x6a lich st truy€n tin ciia may tinh.”

To6i khong d€' y tw lic nao, canh sat Kaga khong con goi toi 1a “thdy” ma
chuyén sang “anh”, nhwng tdi khong d€ tam. Ngwoe lai cach goi dé thich
hop hon trong treong hgp nay.

“MOot cdi by hoan hdo. Khong the tin ndi anh di nghi ra trong mot
khodng thoi gian ngén. Nhirng ¢6 mot sai TAm nhi?”

Sai [am gi, t61 nghi bung.

Ciu ta noi, “D6 1a céi dién thoai von c6 & nha Hidaka. N&u anh Hidaka
thyc sy ¢6 goi dé€n day thi chi can bam nit goi lai l1a s€ k&t ndi dén day
ngay dung khong?”

Trong long t61 da thét 1€n, “A!”

“Nhung no lai khong din dén diy. Noi goi dén 1a Vancouver & Canada.
Theo 1o ¢6 Rie, hdm xdy ra vu an, ldc 6 gio sdng, anh Hidaka da goi dién.
C6 thé cho rang s&” dwgre bAm goi lai 14 s§ khi d6. Pwong nhién c6 the€ phan
bac lai diéu nay. C6 kha nang sau khi anh Hidaka goi d&€n day lai dinh goi
di Canada va baAm s&, nhung trede khi k&€t ndi da cip mdy. Nhung tdi cho
ring, 1am gi c6 ngwdi di co tinh ddy sém goi dién vi nghi d&n chénh léch
mui gio lai quén rang bén kia dang 13 nira dém ma goi dién dwoe?”

R'6i canh sat Kaga k&t thuc, “T6i xin hét.”

Sau d6, mdt quang thoi gian im ldng troi qua. C6 1€ canh sat Kaga dang
cho phan rng cta tdi. Nhwng t6i lai trong tinh trang khong the nghi ra mét



loi nao trong dau.

“Anh khong dinh phan bac a?” Cau ta hdi voi vé ngac nhién.

Pén lic nay t6i méi ngang d4u 1én. Mit cham mét canh sit Kaga. Anh
mat sac sdo nhwng khong gy cam gidc xdo quyét. P6 khong phai danh mat
mot canh sat nhin ké bi tinh nghi nén toi an tam ddi chat.

“Khong néi gi vé ban thdo a?” T6i ndi. “La truyén dang nhiéu ki ‘Cénh
ctra bang gia’ trong mdy tinh ctia Hidaka &y. N&u suy dodn vira r'oi cia ciu
ding thi ciu &y viét ban thao d6 lIic nao?”

Thé 1a canh sat Kaga ctr bim moi nhin 1én trfdn nha. C6 vé nhw ciu ta
dang tim cach trd 1o chr khong phai do khong trd 1oi dwore.

Cudi cung ciu ta cling Ién ti€ng. “Cé hai gia thi€t cd the nghi dén. Mot
la, anh Hidaka da viét xong cho ban thao dd’y va anh biét di€u d6 nén dung
d€ tao hién treong gia.”

“Con mot nira 1a?”

“MGt gia thi€t ntra 1a...” Cau ta nhin vé phia t6i. “Ban thdo d6 do anh
vi€t. Hom d6, anh dem dia mé€m c6 ban thdo dén va vdi vang lwu vao may
tinh ctia anh Hidaka d€ tao hién treong gia.”

“Suy doan I'n mat nhi.”

T6i c6 cwoi nhieng mat cieng dor, khéng nhiic nhich dworc.

“T6i da nho anh Yamabe nha xud't ban Some 1a nha xud't ban truyén do,
xem qua ban thdo. Anh Yamabe cho rang diy ro rang la ban thdo do nguoi
khac vi€t. Van phong hoi khac véi clia anh Hidaka, hinh thiee trinh bay nhw
cach xudng dong nay no ciing khéc biét nhiéu.”

“Vay la cau...” Giong t6i khan dac. T6i hing héng ho. “Cho rﬁng tor dau
toi da co y dinh gi€t ciu ta va chuan bi san ban thao nhw thé”?”

“Khong, t6i khong cho 14 nhuw vdy. Néu c¢6 k& hoach, chic chin anh da
bat chwdc van phong va hinh thiee gidng hon ntra. Vi toi nghe néi chuyén
d6 khong khé lam. V&i lai, n€u xét nhieng chuyén hung khi 1a @6 chan
gidy, roi gap rit goi anh Oshima d&n d€ lam nhan chirng ngoai pham, thi rd
rang day la hanh dong pham t61 bot phat.”

“Vay tai sao cau noi téi da chuah bj sdn ban thdo?”

“Van dé & chd d6. Tai sao anh ¢6 ban thdo ‘Canh cira bing gia’? Ma
khong, tai sao anh viét ban thao d6 tw trede? Toi vO cuing quan tdm dén
di€m nay. Va t6i cho rang dong co’ gi€t anh Hidaka cta anh nam & day.”

T6i nhim mat. D& ngiin ban than tré nén hoang loan.



“Toan bd cau chuyén cua ciu la twdng twong ding khong? Khong hé ¢6
chirng ctr nao ca.”

“Dung vay. Chinh vi 1€ d6, t6i mudn khdm xét nha ri€éng. To1 da noi d€n
day, han anh da hi€u ching t6i mudn tim céi gi roi nhi?”

To1 1im ldng, clu ta noi.

“Dla mém. Céi dia c6 ban thao d6. Hodc ¢4 the€ ban thdo d6 con trong dia
ctirng ctia mdy danh chir. A khong, chac 1a con. Néu 1a hanh dong mang tinh
k& hoach thi anh da ti€u hiy ngay, nhung t6i th&y khong phai vay. Chdc
chan anh con d¢€’lai ban thao ¢ dau day.”

T6i m& mét. D6i mét sang ctia Kaga dang nhin t6i. Khong hiéu sao t6i lai
c6 the ti€p nhén dnh mdt &y v&i tAm trang yén binh. Mot chdt tinh ldng
trong khoanh khac da khié€n t6i tinh tam.

“Tirc 12 néu tim dworc, s& bét t0i?”

“T61 nght vay. That ti€c nhung...”

“Truwde d6,” Téi hoi. “Co th€ ty thd khéng?”

P6i mét canh sat Kaga mé that 1én. Sau d6, c4u ta chi 1c dau mot Tan.

“Ti€c la dén giai doan nay roi thi khong dwoc xem 1a ty thi. Nhung toi
nghi viéc chdng d6i bira bai ciing khdng phai la cach hay.”

“Vay a.” T6i budng thong hai vai. Trong tuyét vong, ti lai cam thdy yén
tim. B&i nhw vy, tdi khdng can phai dong kich ntra. “Cau nghi ngo toi tw
lic nao?” Toi hdi canh sat Kaga.

“Tw dém d4u tién.” CAu ta tra 101.

“Pém dau tién? To61 lai pham sai [am gi sao?”

“Vang.” C4u ta gat dau. “Thay da hoi vé thoi gian ti vong.”

“Chuyén do co gila a?”

“La chw. Vi thay n6i chuyén voi anh Hidaka lic 6 gio hon, va lic 8 gio
da bi€t vu dn xay ra. Pwong nhién chi c6 th€ nghi thoi gian t& vong nam
trong khoang d6. Vay tai sao lai ¢6 tinh hoi canh sat?”

“ALY

“Chua k€, hom sau thdy lai hoi clu hoéi do, khi dang dung brra & nha
hang. Luc daYy t6i da xdc nhan chdc chan, rang khong phai thdy mudn bi€t
thoi gian xdy ra vu 4n, ma thdy muén bi€t canh sat suy doan thoi gian ti
vong la maYy gio.”

“Thi ra la vay sao...”



Dung nhw c4u ta néi. Toi dd ra't thic méc liéu cdi bAy minh gidng ra ¢
sudn sé¢ khong.

“Cau that xua't sac.” T6i da ndi v&i canh sat Kaga nhw thé”. “T6i nghi ¢6
1€ cau la mdt canh sat tai ba day.”

“Cam on.” Sau khi cui dau, cdu ta ti€p tuc néi. “Vay bay gio’ thy ¢ the
chuan bi 1én dwong chw? C6 diéu, xin 10i 1a t6i phai & day canh chung. Ba
c6 khong it treong hop lor 1a d€ nghi pham mo6t minh, va réi khéng cach
nao stra chitra sai fam.”

Toi hieu cau ta dang néi gi.

“T6i khong ty sat dau.” Toi vira creoi vira néi. Ki la thay, téi ¢6 th€ cwoi
that tw nhién.

“Véang, mong la nhw vdy.” Kaga ciing né nu cwoi that ty nhién.



4: TRUY TIM
Loi doc thoai cua Kaga Kyoichiro

D tron bdn ngay k€& tir ngy bit Nonoguchi Osamu.

Anh ta thtra nhdn moi nghi ngo 1a that, nhung duy nha't mot diéu dit
khoat khong chju mé miéng.

b6 1a dong co.

Anh ta dat khoat khéng chiu ndi tai sao phai gié€t Hidaka Kunihiko,
ngwoi ban than te thud nhd va cling la ngwoi giip d& anh ta trong cong
viéc.

“T6i da giét cau &y. Pong co 1a chuyén nho nhat thoi. Cac anh ctr 1y giai
day la hanh dong bot phat khi cau gian di.”

Nonoguchi chi néi nhw vy v&i ngeoi tham van.

Tuy nhién, khong han 1a t6i khong c6 manh mdi gi.

D6 1a ban thao “Canh ctra bang giad”.

Nhan tién, ching t6i da tim ra ban thiao d6. Ping nhw dy dodn, né con
trong dia cirng cia mdy danh chtr. Ngoai ra, ca dia mém Nonoguchi dem
dén nha Hidaka hom gy an cling dwoc tim thd’y trong hoc ban. Pia mém
nay twong thich véi mdy tinh cia Hidaka.

Tbi cho ring hanh vi gAy 4n M'4n nay khong mang tinh k& hoach. Pay ciing
la suy nghi ctia toan thé€ to diéu tra. Nhwng né€u vay, tai sao hom dé
Nonoguchi lai vira ding lic mang theo cdi dia mém chira phén ti€p theo
ciia “Canh ctra bang gia”? D6 la van dé. Ma khong, tai sao tredc do
Nonoguchi lai viét ban thao “Canh cira bang gid” vOn la tdic pham cua
Hidaka?

Twr trede khi bit Nonoguchi Osamu, t6i d3 c6 mot gia thiét vé diéu nay.
T6i tin chac cir phat trién theo hwdng do6 s€ thad'y dong co pham t0i.

Bay gio’ chi ¢an chinh miéng Nonoguchi néi ra gia thi€t d6. Nhwng anh ta
khong chju néi gi. V€ viéc c6 trong tay dia mém chira ban thao “Canh ctra
bang gia”, anh ta khai nhw sau.

“T6i chi viét choi thoi. Mang né di d€ hu Hidaka 8y ma. T6i bao n€u
khong kip han ndp ban thao thi dung cai nay ciing dwoc. Pwong nhién ciu
ta khong lam vy that.”

Khong céan phai néi, loi khai nay hoan toan khéng cé strc thuy€t phuc.
Nhwng anh ta mot mye néi tin hay khong tuy toi.



Vay nén diéu tra vién phia chiing t6i da thit kham xét phong Nonoguchi
Tan ntra. Lan trede chi luc tim trong mdy danh chr va ngan ban nén chwa
the’ goi la kham xét.

K&t qua, chiing t6i thu thip dwore 18 moén @6 ¢6 the goi la chirng ¢ quan
trong bd sung cho gia thi€t cua toi. Trong d6 c6 tdm cuén vé ké ngang ki€u
cli kha day, tdm dia mém 2HD va hai xap ban thao dwo'c dong thanh tap.

Khi diéu tra nhirng thir nay & tru s¢ di€u tra, chiing toi thay ta't ca déu la
ti€u thuy€t. But tich trong may cuén v 1an hai xap ban thao déu dwoc xac
nhan la ctia Nonoguchi.

Van dé nam & ndi dung clia nhitng ti€u thuyét dé.

Trudece tién, ching t6i da tim thd'y mot th khdng twdng trong mot chiéc
dia mém. Ma khong, v&i t6i thi phai néi thir d6 ding nhw dy doan.

D6 1a ban thao “Cénh ctra bang gia”. Nhung khong phai cua Ian nay ma
la td't cd nhtrng phian da dwgc dang trén tap chi.

T6i dd nho anh Yamabe, bién tp vién clia nha xud't ban Some, xem phian
ban thdo nay. Y ki€n ctia anh ta nhw sau.

“Pay ding la phan da dang tai cho dé€n nay cta ‘Canh cira bang gia’. Chi
la ¢t truyén gidng, nhung cé vai phan khong cé trong ban thao téi nhan
duge va ngeoc lai. Véi lai, ding 1a van phong va cach dung tw ¢ chut
khac biét.”

Tic chd nay ciing ¢6 khuynh hwdng gidng phan ban thio Nonoguchi
dung d€tao chirng ctr gia.

Ching t6i tdp hop ta't ca cac tac pham lau nay ctia Hidaka Kunihiko va
chia nhau doc. Ngoai € m6t chit nhung phan 1on diéu tra vién da cwoi dau
khG pha tro rang 1au 1am r'6i méi tp trung doc sach nhw vay.

Va nd lyc d6 da 1am minh bach mdt chuyén ddng kinh ngac. TOng cOng
nam ti€u thuyét dwoe viét trong tdm cuén v& thu dwge tr phong cla
Nonoguchi c6 ndi dung giéng véi ndi dung céc tdc pham ting cdng bd clia
Hidaka Kunihiko. Tuy nhan d€, tén nhan vat c6 thay doi va chi ti€t c6 khac
doi chut, nhung chdc chdn cdt truyén giong hét nhau.

Ngoai ra, c6 ba tiéu thuy&t dai ki va hai mwoi truyén ngén dwoe lvu trong
mot dia mém khéc. Tleu thuyet nao ciing twong tu tac pham cta Hidaka, va
muoi bay truyen ngan cung vay. Cdc truyén ngén khong giong déu thudc
linh vic van hoc thi€u nhi va dwgrc cong bd’ 1a tic pham cia Nonoguchi.

Vé phan hai truyén ngin dwoc viét trong gid'y ban thio thi khong tim
tha’y tdc pham twong tw trong s6 cac tdc pham cia Hidaka. Suy dodn tw



mic dd cl cda gidy thi xem ra ching da dwoc viét twe lau. Vay thi Tan
ngwoc vé qua khir mot chit 6 1€ s€ phat hién dwore diu gi do.

Du sao di ntra, ban thao ctia hang loat tdic pham dwoc tim thdy & mot noi
khong phéi noi & clia tdc gia thi that khong binh thwong chit nao. Ngoai ra
ndi dung ctia chuing lai khong hoan toan giong v&i tic pham da cong bd’ ma
c6 chut khac biét, diéu nay cling that kho hi€u. Nhirng tdc pham dwoce viét
trong v& ¢6 ddu vet cua viéc ghi chu hodc chinh stra & khap noi, cho thay
dang dwoc trau chudt dé dang.

bén day, t6i danh phai tuyén bd’ gia thi€t ctia ban than l1a ding.

Gia thi€t d6 chinh 1a “Nonoguchi Osamu la ‘tic gid ma’ ctia Hidaka
Kunihiko”. Va tdi cho rang m&i quan hé ki la d6 da ran niet, dan dén vu giét
ngwoi [an nay.

To6i da cha't vain Nonoguchi Osamu vé diéu dé & phong tham van. Nhung
anh ta phu dinh ma khong hé thay doi nét mat.

“Khong phai.”

“Vay nhtrng ti€u thuy€t dwoe viét trong sd vor va dia mém do 1a gi?” Khi
t6i hdi, anh ta nhdm mat va im ling. Diéu tra vién dan anh cling thAm van
voi tdi ¢o ra stirc chd't van bao nhi€u di nira, anh ta ciing dit khoat khong
tra lovi.

Va hém nay, trong ldc tra hdi, da xay ra mot chuyén ba't ngo.

Nonoguchi Osamu thinh linh 6m bung, nhan nhé kho s&. Chirng kién sy
dau don do6, téi clr tedng anh ta gidu thudc ddc va thira co udng no.

Anh ta nhanh chéng dwoc ché dén bénh vién canh sit. Hién nay dang
nam nghi trén giwvong bénh.

Sép goi tdi dén. Va toi nghe dwgc mot chuyén khong ngor.

Nonoguchi Osamu bj ung thw di can.

T6i dén bénh vién noi Nonoguchi Osamu dang ndm vao hom sau ngay
anh ta 1én con dau bung. To6i quyét dinh hdi thim bac si phu trach tredre khi
gdp anh ta.

Theo 10 béc si, t&€ bao ung the dang di cin d&€n mang bung bao boc ndi
tang. Tinh trang vO cing nguy hi€m va cdé 1€ sé phai phau thuat khan cap.

“Co6 phai tai phat khong a?” Trudc ciu hdi caa toi, bac si tra 1o, “Pung
Vay.”

T6i c6 1y do d€ hdi nhw vay. Vi k&t qua diéu tra cho biét hai nam trudrc,
Nonoguchi Osamu twng phau thuit cat bd mot phan da day cling do cén
bénh nay. Anh ta phai nghi day & treong mot vai thang do tic dong cla



viéc nay. Cé diéu hinh nhw khong ai trong s6” cdc dong nghiép cia anh ta
bi€t r6 tén can bénh, chi cé hiéu tredng lic Ay biét.

Ki Ia 1a cho d€n khi bi bit, Nonoguchi Osamu khdng hé di bénh vién. Bac
si bdo chdc chdn phai ¢6 triéu chirng khi€n anh ta ti nhan biét dwoc bénh.

“Phiu thudt thi ¢d ctru dwoe khong a?” Toi da thie hoi. Vi béc s cd vé
mdt day ly tri hoi nghi€ng dau no6i.

“Um, ¢ 1& 50-50.”

V&i toi, ddy 1a cau trd 1o ric 187 nha't.

Sau d6, tdi d&n thim Nonoguchi Osamu & phong bénh. Anh ta dworc ndm
phong riéng.

“Mot k& bi bét ma lai dwoc thong thd nim day thay vi vao tl, that ngai
qua.”

Nonoguchi Osamu cwoi y&€u ot don t6i voi khudn mat gay roc. Toi nghi
lai, dung mao ciia ngwei nay tré nén gia nua so v&i thoi toi bi€t khong don
thuan chi do thoi gian.

“Anh thdy trong nguoi thé' nao?”

“Urp, khong thé ndi 1a tdt nhwng khi nghi dé€n can bénh thi tdi thd'y thé
nay van con tot chan.”

Nonoguchi Osamu dm chi vi€c bi€t ban than minh bi ung thw. La tdi phat
nén viéc anh ta nhan ra cting khong c¢6 gi la.

Khi t6i im ldng, anh ta cat ti€ng hai.

“Vay khi nao t6i bj khéi t67 Cir hrng khung hoai thi khong chung t6i
chang song dwgrc dén ngay ra toa dau.”

Tbdi khong phan biét dwore anh ta néi duia hay that long. C6 diéu chic chin
& murc d0 nao do, anh ta da chuan bi tinh thin cho viéc dén nhén cdi chét
nén m&i néi duwgre nhirng 1oi nhw vay.

“Khai t& thi chwa. Vi chwa du tai li€u.”

“Tai sao vay? Tdi da ty thd, chirng cir cling da c6. N&u khdi td' la chic

chéin s& bj phan co t0i. Nhuw vay chang tot sao? Cau ctr yén tdm la khong c6
chuyén ra toa r'oi toi lai phan cung dau.”

“Khong dwoee. Vi con chwa 16 dong co'.”

“Lai la chuyén do6 sao.”

“Chung nao thay chwa chiu ndi thi t6i ctr phai hdi di hoéi lai thoi.”

“Chaalng cO dong co’ gi dau. Cau cing c6 no6i ro1 ma. Hanh vi pham tdi Tan
nay la do kich dong. Pung vay day. Toi dot nhién bi kich dong nén gi€t



ngudi. Chi vay thdi. Chang c6 1y 18 gi dau.”

“Vay nén t6i moi hoi tai sao bi kich dong. Lam gi ¢6 nguoi tirc gidn
khong ly do.”

“Chuyén nhd nhat théi. N6i ding hon thi tieng 1a chuyén nhd nhat. That
ra tOi cling khdng nh¢ tai sao mau néng don 1€n dau nhw thé’. Ma chac la
phat dién di. Vay nén, thyc sy, du t6i ¢c6 mudn gidi thich cling khong
dwoc.”

“Thay nghi 1a t6i tha’y thuy€&t phuc v&i cach gidi thich d6 sao?”

“Cau chi ¢6 the’ chap nhan thoi.”

Toi im lang, nhin chdm chim vao mét anh ta. The Ia anh ta cling nhin
thang lai. Toi cdm nhan dwoe st tin tran tré trong 4nh mét d6.

“T6i xin phép hdi lai mot Tan nira vé nhirtng quyén vo ghi chép va dia
meém tim dworc trong nha thay.”

D¢ tai thay doi, ngay 14p tiec Nonoguchi Osamu td vé mét moi.

“MA&Yy thir d6 chang lién quan gi d&€n vu an dau. Cau dung c6 lién hé theo
hwong ki cuc gitim t6i.”

“Né&u vay, mong thiay giai thich cu th€ gidp toi. P6 1a gi?”

“Chang la gi ca. Chi 1a v& v&i dia mém thoi.”

“Nhwng bén trong la ti€u thuy€t cia Hidaka Kunihiko. N6i chinh xéc, la
tdc pham cuc ki gidéng voi ti€u thuyét ctia Hidaka Kunihiko. C¢ nhw ban
nhdp vay.”

Anh ta bat cwoi tredre 1o ndi cua toi.

“Cho nén ciu nghi t6i la ‘tdc gia ma’ cua ciu ay? Dién r6. Cau nghi
nhiéu roéi.”

“Nhung, nghi vay thi hop ly.”

“P¢ t6i cho ciu cau trd loi hop 1y hon. B6 1a mot cach rén luyén. Nhirng
ai muon tré thanh nha van déu phai luyén tdp that nhi€u theo cach cua
minh. T61 thi chon cach chép lai tac pham cua Hidaka va hoc hdi nhip di€u
trong lovi vén, roi cach dién dat Chuyén nay hoan toan chang cO gi ddc biét.
Nhiéu tay but tré déu lam vay.”

Cau trd loi cda anh ta khong ngoai dy doan cda toi. Bién tdp vién phu
trach Hidaka Kunihiko cling suy dodn nhw vay. Tuy nhién, bién tip vién do
cling da néi, du vdy van c6 ba di€m nghi van. Di€m th& nhat 1a ban thao
tim dwoc khong giong hét cia Hidaka Kunihiko ma cé vai cho hoi khac
biét. Bi€m thir hai, du c¢6 1a luyén tip di ntra thi cling khdng binh thwong



khi chép lai nhi€u tac pham nhw vay. Va di€m thw ba, tuy Hidaka Kunihiko
la nha vin ¢6 sach ban chay nhung van phong khong hay d&€n mirc d€ lam
mau.

Vi viy, t6i da the hdi Nonoguchi Osamu vé ba di€m d6. Thé 1a anh ta
khong hé thay doi sdc mit, néi nhw sau.

“Tat ca déu c6 cau trd loi hgp 1y dd’y. That ra, ban dau t6i chi chép lai
mot cach don thuan nhung dn dan thd’y chan. T6i quyét dinh d&n chd nao
ma nghi ra n€u 12 minh s& dién ta th& ndy, thi s& viét thir. CAu hi€u chir?
Vwra lﬁ’y vin ctia Hidaka 1am mAu, vira mudn tao ra ban hay hon, d6 1a muc
dich cta viéc rén luyén nay. V€ viéc chép lai qud nhi€u, chi c6 th€ néi do
da ren luyen trong mot thoi gian dai. Toéi doc than, vé dé€n nha chang co
viéc gi nén c cam d4u lam thoi. Cudi cung, vé di€m van phong cua
Hidaka khong qua hay thi t6i mu6n néi d6 1a sy khac biét chi quan ma thoi.
T6i mua tac pham cua cdu 8y. C6 th€ van phong khong dwoce trau chudt,
nhung trong sang, dé hiu, rat t6t. To6i nghi viéc ciu Ay chiém dwgc cam
tinh ctia nhiéu doc gid nhw vay da c¢6 th€ chirng minh diéu d6.”

Giai thich ctia Nonoguchi qua thét ¢6 vé hop ly. Nhung n€u dé 1a sy that,
vay lai phat sinh di€m nghi van tai sao anh ta khong néi sdm? Anh ta da
gitr im ldng vé diéu nay cho dén khi nga bénh. T6i suy doan nho tinh co
nhdp vién, trong thoi gian khong bi diéu tra, anh ta dad nghi ra nhirng loi
nguy bién. C6 di€u, tai thoi di€m hién tai, khé ma chirng minh viéc nay.

bén day, to1 quy€t dinh deé cap dén chu’ng ctr m&i dwore phét hién. D6 1a
vai to gidy ghi chép trong ngan kéo ban cta Nonoguch1 Osamu. O d6 c6
nhitng dong chir viét thdu cé vé 1a tém tit clia cAu chuyén nao dé. Dya vao
t€n nhan vat ghi trong ddy, t6i bi€t dé la “Canh ctra bang gia” dang dwoc
dédng tdi cia Hidaka Kunihiko. Tuy nhién, khong phdi la ndi dung cua
nhitng phan dd dwoc cdng bd 1au nay. C6 vé nhwr d6 1a phan triéh khai sip
toi ctia “Canh ctra bang gia”.

“Tai sao anh viét phian trién khai ti€p theo ctia ‘Canh ctra bang gia’? Anh
c6 the gidi thich vé chuyén nay khong?”

T6i da hoi Nonoguchi Osamu nhw vdy. Anh ta trd 1ovi.

“V&i toi, d6 cling 1a cach luyén tay ngheé thoi. Ba la doc gia, ai cling vo
thirc nghi phéan k& ti€p theo y ciia minh ma phai khong? Chi 1a toi tich cuc
thwe hién viéc d6 hon, cho ra hinh ra dang théi. Khong can phai nghi dé 1a
chuyén gi dac biét dau.”

“Chaalng phdi anh d3 nghi day va bit dau con dwong viét vin chuyén
nghiép roi sao? Vdy ma van luyén tay nghé ki€u nay a? Chap nhan hi sinh



ca thoi gian viét ban thao cta chinh minh?”

“Pirng chdm choc t6i. Téi chwa & giai doan dwgc goi 1a nha van chuyén
nghiép dau. Con phai mai gilia tay ngh€ hon ntra. Vi lai, toi ¢6 thwra thoi
gian. Du sao cting khong ¢6 viéc lam.”

Van vay, nhitng 101 n6i cia Nonoguchi Osamu khong thuyét phuc dwoc
to6i. Khong bi€t c6 phai suy nghi d6 hién ro trén mat téi khong ma anh ta néi
thé nay.

“C6 vé cau suy doan toi la ‘tdc gia ma’ cia Hidaka, nhwng cau danh gia
to1 cao qua roi. Toi khong c6 tai ndng d6 dau. Nguore lai, nghe ciu ndi, to1
da nghi phai chi d6 la sy that thi hay bi€t bao. N&u ding nhw ciu suy dodn,
toi da hét to 1én r'6i. Rang, ‘Tat cd cac tdc pham do la do t6i viet! Tac gia
thye sy caa ching la Nonoguchi Osamu!” Nhung ti€c 1a toi khong VIEL.
Néu la tac pham do toi viét, toi di cong bd bing tén clia minh roi. Chang
c6 ly do gi can dén tén cia Hidaka. Cau khong nghi vay sao?”

“T6i c6 nghi. Vi vy méi thdy ki la.”

“Chang ¢6 gi ki la ca. Vi suy dodn cia cAu trat 1at nén md&i din dén két
ludn budn cwei nhw vay. Cau nghi phirc tap qué r'oi.”

“T61 khong cho 1a vay.”

“T6i xin cdu d6, c nghi vay di. Thoi, tdi mong chuyén nay cha'm dut &
day. Va mau lam thd tuc khéi t&' toi di. Pong co thi sao cling dwoc. Clr viét
béo cédo theo y ciu.”

Nonoguchi Osamu néi v&i nglr diéu c6 the goi 1a ho hieng.

Sau khi roi phong bénh, t6i 6n lai nhitng gi da ndi voi anh ta. Nghi sao
cling thd’y nhirng loi khai cda anh ta ¢6 qua nhiéu di€m ba't hop 1y. Nhwng
nhw anh ta néi, ding la trong suy dodn cua tdi cling ¢é khi¢m khuyét.

Gia st anh ta 1a “tic gia ma” ctia Hidaka, vdy tai sao anh ta phai lam
chuyén do6?

Vi Hidaka Kunihiko da tré¢ thanh nha van cé sich ban chay, nén s€ ban
dwoc nhiéu sach hon thay vi d€ cai tén cia mdt ngwoi méi toanh? Nhwng
ban than tic pham khi€n Hidaka tré nén ndi ti€ng vdn do Nonoguchi
Osamu viét ra. Vay Nonoguchi Osamu ra mat v&i tac pham d6 cé phai tot
khong?

Hay tam thoi khong d€ 10 tén vi dang lam song song nghé gido vién?
Khong, nhr vay ctung ki. Theo nhw t6i bi€t, khong h€ c6 chuyén vi lam
ngh¥€ tay trdi 1a nha vin ma nguoi gido vién khé séng & treong. Va lai, dé



12 Nonoguchi Osamu, n&u phai chon hin anh ta d ttr bd nghé gido khong
chit ddn do roi.

Ngoai ra, cling nhw chinh anh ta néi, né€u la “tdc gia ma” thi anh ta khong
¢6 1y gi lai pha nhan chuyén d6 vao thoi di€m nay. B&i viée 1a tac gia thuc
s ciia vO s& tdc pham cua Hidaka Kunihiko s€ mang lai thanh danh cho
anh ta.

Néu vy, cé nghia Nonoguchi Osamu khong phai 1a “tdc gid ma” sao?
Nhitng quyén vé va dia mém dwoe phat hién trong phong anh ta khong c6
y nghia gi khac ngoai nhirng diéu anh ta néi sao?

To6i khang dinh khong thé nhw vay.

T6i ¢6 d6i chiit hi€u biét s bd vé con ngwoi Nonoguchi Osamu. Theo
dé, anh ta 1a ngwoi ¢6 10ng ty trong cao va ra't ty tin. Gan nhw khong th€ ¢6
chuyén anh ta luyén tay ngh€ bang cach 18y tic pham cua ai d6 lam mau,
cho du d¢€ tro’ thanh nha van.

Quay V€ tru s&, tdi bdo cdo v&i s€p vE budi néi chuyén véi Nonoguchi
Osamu. Tw dau dén cudi, chi huy Sakoda lang nghe bao cdo cua tdi v&i vé
mat cau co.

“Tai sao Nonoguchi mudn che giadu dong co’ nhi?”

Sau khi nghe xong béo cdo, s€p da noi viy.

“T6i khong r6. Nhung anh ta c¢6 the thra nhdn minh gi€t ngwoi ma lai
khong th€ néi vé dong cor, vay phai ching c6 mét bi mat dong troi nao d6?”

“Qua nhién phai coi la ¢6 li€n quan dén ti€u thuyét cia Hidaka?”

“Bén than tdi nghi vay.”

“Tic Nonoguchi Osamu la tic gid thwc sw? Nhwng dwong sy lai pha
nhan...”

RO rang chi huy ra't khé chiu khi phai ma't thoi gian vao vu nay. Thit ra,
khéng biét ngu’é’i & gié’i truyén thong danh hoi te dau ma c6 ngu’d’i da hoi
tru s& diéu tra vé kha nang Nonoguchi Osamu la “tic gid ma” cua Hidaka
Kunihiko. Du’O’ng nhién, to diéu tra dang tranh khang dinh. Nhung c6 1€
so'm thi bdo sdng mai da dang tai thong tin d6 roi. Néu vay sé phai kho vi
di€n thoai thac mac goi dén day.

“Anh ta n6i sau khi tranh cai Ii€n tirc gidn ma gi€t ngwoi, nhwng ching ta
khong the’ lam gi khi khong bi€t ngay cad ndi dung cudc tranh cai. T6i da
nghi khong céan anh ta néi dong co’ thye sy la gi, chi can anh ta phét huy tai
nang van chwong ma ché€ dai mot cau chuyén nao dé cliing dugc, nhung ra
toa ma bi tuyén khong hop 1y thi cling gay go.”



“T6i nghi khong phai do bj kich dong sau khi tranh c@i ma gi€t nguoi.
Nonoguchi Osamu da ting rovi khéi nha Hidaka Kunihiko mot [an va sau d6
di vong ra veeon, dot nhap vao phong lam viéc tw cra s6. Ttrc vao thoi di€m
nay, anh ta ¢6 y gi€t ngwoi. Qua nhién ching ta nén xem xét trong qua trinh
trao doi v&i Hidaka tredrc d6 da nady sinh dong co’ cu the?”

“Vay van dé 1a hai ngwoi da néi chuyén gi?”

“Trong ghi chép ctia Nonoguchi Osamu chi k& hai ngwoi néi chuyén tam
phao, nhung td1 cho rang ho ¢6 n6i veé hoat dong sidng tac trong twong lai.”

Hidaka Kunihiko s€ chuyén sang sinh sdng & Canada. N&€u Nonoguchi
Osamu la “tdc gid ma” thi chac chan s€ xua't hi€n nhi€éu van dé trong cach
ti€n hanh cong viéc. Phai chang trong ldc trao doi vé diéu dé, Nonoguchi
Osamu da ndy sinh bt man?

“Vay 1a ho néi veé diéu kién ti€p tuc viet thay?”

“Co le vay.”

To6i da diéu tra tai khoan ngan hang cia Nonoguchi Osamu. Néi thang ra
thi, khong thd’y ¢6 dd'u vét gi cho thdy tién dwoe chuyén dinh ki tor Hidaka
Kunihiko. Nhwng c6 thé ho giao nhan bang ti€én mat.

“C6 vé nén diéu tra thém chdt nira vé qua khir cua Hidaka va Nonoguchi
nhi?”

Chi huy néi nhw dwa ra két luan. Tdi cling cling suy nght.

Hom daYy, t6i quyét dinh di gdp Hidaka Rie cling v&i mot canh sat d6ng
nghiép. C6 &y khong con & nha riéng noi ngwoi chong bi gi€t ma da veé lai
nha me dé & Mitaka. K€ tir ngay bat Nonoguchi Osamu, diy la Tan dau to6i
gap lai c6 2y. Tuy s€p da goi dién ndi vE dien bi€n cho dén luc bat
Nonoguchi nhuwng van chwa cho cd &y bi€t gi vEé viéc “tdc gia ma”. Chac
chan ¢ &y dang gidp phién todi v&i nhirng cudc dién thoai ctia gioi truyén
thong. T6i nghi han c6 &y ¢6 cd ndi cau hdi danh cho chiing t6i.

Sau khi gidi thich don gidn mot Tan nira dién bién tir dau dén gio, tdi nbi
vé nhtrng ban thao dwoc phat hién trong phong cua Nonoguchi Osamu.
Xem chwng Hidaka Rie ra't kinh ngac.

T6i tht hdi ¢d &y ¢6 manh m6i nao vé 1y do Nonoguchi ¢é ban thdo voi
ndi dung rat gidng v&i tac pham cia Hidaka Kunihiko khong.

“T6i hoan toan khong biét 1y do.” D6 1a clu tra 1o chia co .

“T6i chic chin chdng to6i khong 13y y twdng ti€u thuyét tir ai hay dwa
trén tac pham cda nguoi khic d€ viét ca. Vi anh &y ludn kho sé vat 6¢ d€



nghi ra y twedng cho truyén. BPung ndéi gi d€ ngwoi khac viét thay... Khong
the tin dwoc.”

Giong diéu clia Hidaka Rie tuy rat 6n hoa nhung trong mit ddm mau tirc
gian.

Nhung t6i khong th€ dé dang tin 1o néi ctia c¢d 4y. Co 4y chi md&i két hon
voi Hidaka Kunihiko dwgc mot thang. Khé ma néi cd a4y bi€t can k€ moi
di€u vé chdng minh.

Thé& r'6i khong bi€t ¢6 phai vi doan dwoc suy nghi d6 cda tdéi khdong ma
Hidaka Rie ti€p tuc ndi.

“Néu anh 1an can viéc ching t6i chi m&i k&t hon dwoc mot thoi gian
ngan thi thit sai Tam. Vi t6i ting 1a ngwoi phu trach cua chdng t6i ma.”

Chuyén d6 thi ching t6i cling da xac nhan. C6 &y twng lam viéc & mot
nha xud't ban va do ciing l1a co’ duyén de’ c6 &y gap Hidaka Kunihiko.

“Khoang thoi gian d6, ching toi da trao d6i ra't nhi€u vé viéc nén viét tac
pham thé nao. Xét cho cung tdi chi phu trach mdt ti€u thuyét dai ki, nhung
d6 la tac pham dwore viét toe nhirng trao doi gitra hai nguoi. Vi vdy, hoan
toan khong c6 cho d€ anh Nonoguchi can dy vao.”

“Téac pham d6 tén 1a gi?”

“La tac pham t€n Da quang tring. Pa dwgc xua't ban nam ngodi.”

Vi tdi chwra doc tdc pham d6 nén héi dong nghié€p cung di c6 biét gi vEé nd
khong. D€ di€u tra vu an 'dn nay, nhiéu canh sat da lwdt qua céc ti€u thuyét
cuia Hidaka Kunihiko bang nhié€u céch.

Cau tra loi cha cdu ta that r6 rang, lai ra't thdm y. Da quang tring 1a mét
trong nhitng tdc pham khong cé ban thao cung ndi dung trong vé va dia
mém ctia Nonoguchi Osamu.

Nhirng tic pham nhw vay that ra c¢6 ra't nhiéu. Mot dac treng 1a déu 1a cac
tic pham trong ba nidm d4u tw khi Hidaka Kunihiko ra mat. Ngoai ra,
khoang mdt nira tic pham sau d6 cling khong c¢6 ban thdo twong (rng trong
phong ctia Nonoguchi. Twr nhitng viéc nay, t6i cho rang Hidaka Kunihiko
vira dung “tdc gid ma” Nonoguchi Osamu, vira ty minh viét tac pham.

Vi vy, n€u cé ton tai ti€u thuyét la “tdc pham dwoe viét to nhirng trao
doi gitra hai ngwoi” nhe Hidaka Rie néi cling khéng ¢6 gi la.

T6i thay doi ndi dung cau hdi mot chiit, hdi xem c6 &y ¢ bi€t manh mdi
gi vé dong co Nonoguchi Osamu gi€t Hidaka Kunihiko.

“T6i da nghi mai vé diéu d6. Nhung thwc sy khong theé nghi ra di€u gi.
Tai sao anh Nonoguchi lai... That long ma ndi, tdéi van chwa tin dwoc viée



ngwoi d6 la thd pham. Vi ho rat than véi nhau. Toi chwa ting thdy hai
ngwdi ho cdi nhau hay tranh ludn gi cd. D&n gior toi van nghi hay 1a ¢6 gi
nh4m lan.”

To6i khong cam tha'y cé gi gia tao trong nét mat cua co Y.

Khi ra vé, Hidaka Rie da tang t6i mot quyén sach. La quyén Da quang
triing c6 bia nhwr thé ric bot vang trén nén dat xdm. C6 18 y ¢6 Ay 1a “Anh
hay doc va ngwng ngay viéc nghi ngo thyce lye cia chong t6i di”.

Tk d&m d6, toi bit dau doc cudn sach nay. Nhic mdi nhé, khi t6i hdi
Nonoguchi Osamu c6 ti€u thuy€t trinh thim nao trong s& tac pham cua
Hidaka Kunihiko khong, thi anh ta da néi tén cu6n nay. T6i khong r6 anh ta
c6 y @6 gi khong. N&u nghi sau xa thi c6 th€ cho ring anh ta cd tinh gidi
thi¢u tdc pham minh khong dinh liu dén.

Da quang tring 1a cau chuyén vé mo6t ngwoi dan 6ng 1ém tudi va cd vor
tré. Ngwoi dan ong 12 hoa si, ngwoi vor 1a ngeoi miu cho 6ng ta. Ngwoi hoa
si nghi ngo vo' minh dang ngoai tinh. Pén day thi cam gidc nhw kiéu ti€u
thuy€t pho bién c6 day ngoai kia. Nhwng ngwoi vo that ra 1a ngwoi ¢6 hai
nhan cdch va t khi ngwoi chdng phat hién ra diéu nay, cdu chuyén dot
ngot thay doi. Mot trong hai nhan cach cia nguoi vor ¢ mdt nguweoi tinh tré
va ho dang 1€n k& hoach gi€t hoa si. Nhung nhén cach con lai thi hét myc
chung thlty v&i hoa si va yéu dng ta tir tin ddy long. Hoa si dang cin nhic
viéc dan vor minh di khdm bénh. Thé r6i mot Tan no, trén ban c6 mot mau
gid’y thé nay, “Ké bi bac s khoa than kinh gi€t s€ la ‘co ta’ hay ‘t6i’?”

Diéu d6 c6 nghia khi khdi bénh, chwra chic phan nhin céch yéu 6ng ta s&
con lai. Pvong nhién, ngwoi viét mau gid'y nay la nhian cach ma quy.

Ong ta khé s&, hing dém thueong mo thd'y 4c mdng minh bj giet. Nguwoi
v ¢6 khudn mat thién st cwoi voi Ong ta r'éi mé cira s6 phong ngu. Mot
ngwoi dan Ong ti€n vao. Ngwoi dan 6ng cam dao uy hi€p Ong ta nhwng
ngay sau d6, nguoi dan 6ng héa thanh ngwoi ver. Con dc mong nhw viy.

Két cuc 1a ngwoi hoa si thwe sy bi de doa tinh mang, nhung 6ng ta da
dam ch€t vor minh d€ phong vé chinh déng Tw d6, trong long 6ng ta xua't
hién ndi kh& tAm md&i. B&i vi ngay triede khi bi glet nhén cach clia ngwoi
Vo' du’O’ng nhu da thay d6i. Ong ta da giét thién s hay 4c ma? Cau tra 1o
vinh vién 1a mot bi an.

Tbi chi tém tit c6t truyén, con nhitng nguwdi ¢é ning Iyc doc hiéu c6 18 s&
hié & mirc do khdc cao hon. C6 1€ can phdi thd’y dworc nao van dé tinh duc
khi vEé gia, nao tdm h'on xau xi an gidu trong mot nghé thuat gia chang han.



Nhung voi ngeei dé mon Qud'c nglr nhw tdi thi khdng the’ doc dwoc an v,
cling nhwr khong th€ danh gid ning lyc dién dat cla tac gia.

That xin 16i Hidaka Rie nhwng thanh thit ma néi, cdm twdng cua toi 1a
khong m&y tha vi.

Bay gio toi thir so sdnh ti€u st cuia hai nguoi.

Hidaka Kunihiko vao hoc treong cip ba triee thuéc mot treong dai hoc tw
va ctr th&” vao dai hoc khoa Van hoc nganh Tri€t hoc. Sau khi t6't nghiép,
anh ta lam viéc & cOng ty quang cdo va chuyén sang nha xuad't ban. Trong
khodng thoi gian nay, anh ta doat gidi nha vin m&i véi mot truyén ngén, tir
d6 bat dau 1am nha vin. Chuyén dé 13 khodng mudi nidm trede. Khoang ba
nim sau da’y siach khdng ban chay 18m, nhung d&n nim thi tw, anh ta nhan
giai thweong van hoc voi tdc pham Pom lira khong chdy. K€ tw do, anh ta
bit dau budc di trén con dwong clia mot nha vin ndi ti€ng dwoc nhidu
nguwoi yéu thich.

Con Nonoguchi Osamu, vao mot treong cap ba tw 14p khac véi treong
ctia Hidaka, sau mot nam thi rot thi ddu khoa Van mét treong dai hoc qud'c
1ap, chuyén nganh Vin hoc trong nwde. Lay ching chi gido vién va nhan
nhiém s& tai mot treong ca’p hai cong 14p sau khi t6t nghiép. Cho dén khi
nghi viéc vao ndm nay, anh ta da déng trén buc giang cla ba treong. Ngoi
trrong toi va anh ta day chung la treong thir hai cia anh ta.

Nonoguchi Osamu ra mét v&i twr cdch nha viin vao khodng ba nim trudec.
Anh ta viét ban thdo chirng ba muoi trang cho mot tap chi danh cho thi€u
nhi phéat hanh hai [an mot nam. Tuy nhién, anh ta chwa c6 cudn sach nao
phat hanh dwdi tén minh.

Hai nguoi da di hai con dwong khac nhau va theo Nonoguchi Osamu néi,
ho gdp lai nhau vao khoang bay nidm trwdc. Anh ta néi do nhin thdy tén
Hidaka trén tap chi ti€u thuyét nén nhé lai chuyén xwa va tim gdp hoi tham.

Tdi cho ring d6 1a sy that. Nhw di néi, khodng mdt nim sau, Hidaka
dwoe giai thwdng van hoc, nhwng tac pham doat giai Pom lira khong chdy
la quyén dau tién cé ndi dung gidéng voi ban thao ciia Nonoguchi. Ciling
khong qud gwong ép khi cho ring viéc gip lai Nonoguchi da dem d&n van
may cho Hidaka.

T6i quyét dinh d€n nha xua't ban cua quyén Ddm lira khong chdy d€ hoi
chuyén bién tp vién phu trach ldc bay gio’. P6 1a mot nguoi dan 6ng trung
nién thdp ngwoi, tén Mimura. Hién nay 6ng da 1én chirc trrdng ban bién
tap cua tap chi ti€u thuyét.



C6 mot di€m quan trong trong cau hdi cha toi. Tw nhieng thanh tich cho
dén thoi di€ém do, c¢6 th€ dw doan dwoc aqh Hidaka s€ vi€t ra mot tdc pham
nhw vay khong, hay d6 1a tic pham xua't sac ngoai dy kién.

Trwde khi tra 1o cdu hdi nay, Mimura da hai t6i nhw sau.

“Anh dang diéu tra vé gia thiét ‘tac gia ma’ ngwoi ta d6n dai gan day
sao?”

To6i thdy tinh hinh hoi nghiém trong r'6i. C6 1€ & vi tri ctia ho s€ nghi du
Hidaka Kunihiko da ché&t r'di cling khong dwore ton hai dén tén tudi anh ta.

“Chwa ¢6 chirng ctr d€ c6 the goi la gia thi€t. T6i chi mudn xac nhin vay
thoi.”

“Khong c6 chirng ctr sao chuyén lai loan 1én nhw vay?”

Sau khi n6i mot cAu mia mai, Mimura tra 1o ciu hodi cua toi.

“N6i ngay tw k€t ludn thi Don lira khong chdy ding la bwoc ngodt cua
anh Hidaka. Anh &y da 10t xac bang tac pham d6. Ciing c¢6 ngwoi ndi la
bi€n héa.”

“"1:1'1’c s0 v&i cac tdc pham trude d6 thi nd dic biét xua't sic?”

“Um, ding vy nhung v&i t6i thi khong d&n mitc ngoai dy dodn. Anh &y
von la mot tac gié tran day nang lwong. Nhung vi chwra dworc trau chudt
nén c¢6 nhiéu cho doc gia khdng theo kip. Ciing c¢6 the n6i 1a khdng truyén
tai dwoc y 6. VE dieém d6 thi & Dom lira khong chdy, anh Ay lai lam rat
tot. Anh da doc chwa?”

“T61 doc roi. Cau chuyén hay 14m.”

“Piing khong? Pén gio tdi van cho ring d6 1a tdc pham s& mot clia anh
Hidaka.”

Doim lira khong chdy 1a cau chuyén vé mot ngwoi dan Ong von la nhan
vién cong ty thong thwong, bi quyén ri bdi vé dep ciia man ban phao hoa
noi anh ta di cong tac, toe do tr& thanh tho’ lam phédo hoa. Cau chuyén thu
vi, mi€u td phdo hoa vo6 cung dic sdc.

“P6 la tdc pham vi€t trong moét [4n, khong dang tai nhi€u ki ding
khong?”

“Dung vay.”

“Treéc khi anh Hidaka bt dau viét, hai ngudi c6 trao ddi véi nhau
khong?”

“Puwong nhién 1a ¢6. Ludn ludn la vay, voi bat ki tac gia nao.”

“Luc d6, 6ng da n6i nhirng chuyén gi véi anh Hidaka?”



“Tredrc hét 12 vé ndi dung. Deé tai, dién bién, roi hinh twong nhan vat
chinh van van.”

“Vay la hai ngwoi ciing nhau suy nghi?”’

“Khong, co’ ban ta't cd 1a cau Hidaka nghi ra. Prong nhién roéi. Vi cdu Yy
la tdc gia ma. Phia ching t6i chi nghe cau chuyén cua tac gia va dong gép y
ki€n thoi.”

“Vi dy, v€ viéc cho nhén vat chinh 1a ngwoi lam phédo hoa, day cling 1a y
twdng cia anh Hidaka a?”

“Pwong nhién.”

“Nghe vdy ong cdm thady thé&' nao?”

“Thé€ nao la sao?”

“Ong c6 thi'y n6 diing cha't anh Hidaka khong?”

“T6i khong nghi vdy. Nhwng cling khong ba't ngo'. Vi khong it tac gia viét
V€ nguwoi lam phdo hoa.”

“C6 phan nao trong ndi dung dwgce thay doi sau khi 6ng Mimura day dwa
ra loi khuyén khong?”

“Khong pha1 1a nhung phian 16mn. Chung toi s€ doc ban thao hoan chinh,
né&u c6 gi thic méc thi chi ra. Nhung sé stra thé ndo, ti't ca tly thudc vao tic
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gia.

“Xin phép héi 6ng cau cudi cung. N&u 6ng doc mot tdic pham ma anh
Hidaka viét lai tic pham ctia nguoi khac bang ngon tw cda minh, bang céch
hanh van ctia minh, 6ng ¢6 nhén ra dé la tac pham cua ngwoi khac khong?

Ong Mimura suy nghi mét lic 1u r'oi tra 161.

“That 1ong ma ndi thi khong the. Vi dac dieém d€ biét c6 phai la tic pham
cla tdc gia d6 hay khong chinh la sy khac biét vé cach dung tw va hanh
van.”

Nhung Ong ta da khong quén néi thém nhw sau.

“Nhung anh canh sit ndy, Pom lira khong chdy chic chin 1a tic phadm clia
cdu Hidaka d&’y. Toi da gap cau &y vai Ian trong thoi gian sang tac. Cau Yy
thwong xuyén tran tré vé nd, c¢é khi nhir mudn bd cude ba't cir lic nao. Néu
187y ti€u thuy€t cia ngwoi khac thi dau can kho sé nhw vay?”

T6i khong ddm néi gi vé diéu nay, chi cam on va rit lui. Nhung trong
dau, toi phan bién.

Khi dau don, khd sé&, khé ma td ra vui vé, nhung dién nguwoc lai thi
khong kho.



Gia thi€t “tac gid ma” trong tdi khong hé lay chuyén.

Nguwoi ta thwong néi ding sau hanh vi pham tdi ¢6 béng ddng ngwdi phu
nwr. Thé nhung trong vu dn Tan nay, ching téi chwa hé diéu tra d&€n mdoi
quan hé v&i phu nit ciia Nonoguchi Osamu. Vi ca ddi diéu tra déu cho ring
c6 1€ khong lién quan gi d&€n chuyén dé. Hodc cling ¢6 thé do bi anh hwdng
bdi bau khong khi quanh Nonoguchi. Anh ta khong xau, nhwng dung mao
khién nguwoi ta khé twdng twong ra phu nir s€ tim dén anh ta.

Th€ nhung, dé 1a mot danh gia sai Tam. Xem ra anh ta cling c6 quan hé
dac biét voi mot phu nir. Phat hién ra manh m6i dé 1a nhém diéu tra da
kham xét lai nha cua Nonoguchi Osamu.

C6 ba manh md&i. Thir nha't 1a chiéc tap dé ca rd, thi€t k& r6 rang danh
cho ntr gidi, dwore gidt ui, x€p trong ngan kéo ti ctia Nonoguchi.

Chiing tdi cho rang c6 ngudi phu nit thinh thodng dén va ding né khi lam
viéc nha cho anh ta.

Thi hai 12 s¢i ddy chuyén vang van con nguyén hop va gidy géi. San
pham caa tiém da quy noi ti€ng the” gidi. Co6 vé anh ta dinh lam qua tang ai
d6 va rot cudc con nguyén nhw vay.

Va mén @6 thir ba 1a gidy dang ki du lich. N6 dwoc gdp nhd, ci't chung
voi hop day chuyén trong hop dwng d'6 1at vat. Gid'y tor 1a ctia mot dai 1y du
lich nao do, theo ndi1 dung thi Nonoguchi Osamu da dinh dang ki di du lich
Okinawa. Ngay diang ki 1a mung 10 thang Nam cta bay nam vé trudc.
Ngay dy dinh xuét phat l1a 30 thang Bay, tirc ¢6 vé dinh di vao ki nghi he.

Véan dé l1a & cot ho tén nguoi tham gia. Bén canh tén Nonoguchi Osamu
con ¢6 Nonoguchi Hatsuko, 29 tuoi.

Chung t6i da diéu tra vé ngwoi phu ntr nay. Tw k&t ludn ma ndéi, khong
tOn tai nguoi phu nir ¢6 tén nhw vay. Chinh xac thi, ba con, ho hang than
thudc cua Nonoguchi déu khdng ai cé té€n nay. Hop 1y nhét 1a anh ta dinh
gid 1am vor chdng d€ dan ngwdi phu ni nao do di.

Tw ba manh md&i trén, c6 th€ suy dodn chi it bdy nam triedc, Nonoguchi
¢ mot ddi twong 6 the goi 1a ngwoi yéu, du khong ro tinh trang hién nay
clia hai ngwdi nhung ¢6 vé bay gio anh ta van ¢6 tinh cdm v&i ngwoi phu
nr d6. Néu khong, han anh ta da khdng ca't gi ki lwong nhirng mén d6 ki
niém a'y.

T6i da xin sép diéu tra vé ngwoi phu niv nay. Toi khong biét c6 &y ¢6 lién
hé gi v&i vu an Ian nay khong, nhwng bay nidm treedrc 1a mot nam truede khi
Hidaka Kunihiko cdng bd Pdém lira khong chdy. Toi ¢6 cam giac n€u gap



dwoc ngwoi phu nv nay, c6 1€ s€ biét dwore chuyén gi da xay ra voi
Nonoguchi Osamu vao khoang thoi gian day.

Trudce tién, tdi quyét dinh hdi chinh dwong sy, Nonoguchi. Trong phong
bénh, anh ta ng'6i dwa trén giwong, to6i néi v&i anh ta vé viéc phat hién ra
chiéc tap dé, s¢i day chuyén va to gid'y dang ki du lich.

“T6i mudn thay cho bi€t chi€c tap dé dé la cua ai va thay dinh ting sgi
day chuyeén cho ai, dinh di du lich Okinawa v&i ai?”

Trwdc nhirng van d€ nay, Nonoguchi Osamu lai td thai dd cw tuyét khac
v&i lau nay. N6i cach khdc, 16 rang anh ta da boi r61.

“Chuyén do thi ¢ lién quan gi dé€n vu an Ian nay? Pung, to1 1a td1 pham
gi€t ngwoi va phai tra gid cho toi 10i d6, nhwng liéu t6i ¢6 phai cong khai
dén ca doi tw khong lién quan gi d€n vu an?”

“T6i khong néi thay hay cong khai. Chi can néi cho t6i bi€t la dwoc. Néu
k€t qua diéu tra l1am rd khong li€n quan d&€n vu 4n, nha't dinh tdi s€ khong
nhac lai cau hdi nhw vay Ian nira va dwong nhién cling khong phat bi€u voi
gidi truyén thong. Ngoai ra, toi cling ddm bao s€ khong giy phién ha dén
ngwoi phu nie d6.”

“Khong lién quan d€n vu an. To61 da ndi ro1 nén khong sai dau.”

“Néu vay, toi nghi thy nén thiang thin ndi ra thi t8t hon. N&u thay cé
thai d6 nhw vay, budc 1ong chiing t6i phai nghi ngo’. Ma nghi ngo’ thi ching
toi phai diéu tra cho ra 1€. N&u diéu tra ki cang, ching t6i s€ hieu dwoc kha
cu the’ v€ cau chuyén. Nhwng diéu tra vién hoat dong thi ti 1€ gidi truyén
thong ddnh hoi dugre cling tang 1én. To1 nghi thay khong thich viéc nay cho
ldam.”

Nhung Nonoguchi Osamu van quyét khong néi tén ngwdi phu nit. Thay
vao dod, anh ta phan nan cach di€u tra.

“T6ém lai, t6i mong cac anh dwng luc loi phong t6i nira. Trong d6 con c6
sach v& quan trong ngwoi ta nho toi gite hd day.”

Do bi han ch& thoi gian gap mét theo loi dan cia bac si, d&€n day toi danh
phai roi phong bénh.

Nhung ciing ¢6 thu hoach. Vi t6i dd xdc dinh chic chin viéc diéu tra
ngwoi phu ni bi an 12 ai s€ ¢ y nghia trong viéc lam r6 chan twdng vu an.

Vay diéu tra bing cich nao? To6i quyét dinh hdi thim hing x6m cuia
Nonoguchi Osamu, xem cé thd’y phu ntt nao ra vao nha, hay cé nghe ti€ng
phu ntr trong nha anh ta khong. Ki la 1a, néi d€n quan hé nam nw thi ho



cung cap thong tin kha tich cyc, trong khi lic hoi vé nhirng ndi dung khac
thi lai ra't kin mi€ng.

Nhwng cudc diéu tra nay khong cé thanh qua gi. Thadm chi ngwoi hang
x6m bén trai nha Nonoguchi, chi 1am ndi tr¢> nén thwong xuyén & nha, ciing
trd loi chwa ting tha’y khach nir @&n cho & cua anh ta.

“Khong phai gan day cling dwgrc. May nam truedc ¢6 khong?”

Biét ngwoi hang xém nay da sdng & chung cw tx muwoi nam triedc nén toi
dat cau hdi nhw vay. Vi Nonoguchi cling don dén cung khoang thoi gian
nay nén chac ba &y da nhin thd'y ngwoi yéu cla anh ta.

“Né&u 12 hoi xuwra thi ciing ¢6 th€ c6 nhung t6i khong nhé 14m.”

Nguoi hang x6m néi vay. C6 1€ d6 1a céu trd 1o hop 1y nhat.

To6i the soat lai pham vi giao ti€p ctia Nonoguchi Osamu. T6i da dén
treong cap hai anh ta moi nghi day h'6i thang Ba nay, nhwng ri't it nguoi
bié€t vé chuyén riéng tw clia anh ta. Truede day, von di anh ta da khong phai
ngwoi bi€t giao ti€p, va k€ twe sau khi bi bénh, anh ta hoan toan khong gép
nguwoi quen ngoai treong hoc.

Khong con cach nao khac, t6i quyét dinh tim dén trwong cdp hai
Nonoguchi Osamu ting day trede d6. Vi bay nam trwedee, khi anh ta dinh di
du lich v&i ngeoi yéu, 1a lic anh ta day hoc & day. Nhung that 1ong ma néi,
toi khong 12y 1am thoai mai lam. N6i gi thi néi, dd’y cling 1a noi toi tirng
diéng 1op v&i twe cach thiy gido.

T6i canh gio tan hoc m&i dén trwong. Hai trong ba ddy phong hoc cii ki
trong ki trc ctia tdi da thay doi dién mao mai. Chi c6 ting ddy thay doi.
Ngoai san, doi bong da dang tap luyén nhung quang canh chang khéc gi
muoi ndm tredec.

Khong du diing cdm budc vao cOng trieong, toi dirng nhw phdng nhin hoc
trd tan treong thi thd'y mot gwong mét quen quen di ngang qua. D6 1a ¢
gido day ti€ng Anh tén Tone, dan chj vao tredce toi bay, tim nam. Téi dudi
theo goi c6 &y. C6 vé cd &y con nh¢ tdi nén vira ngac nhién vira twoi cwoi
chao toi.

T6i chao cd &y va hoi thdm xa giao tinh hinh ¢6 Tone. Sau dé, t6i néi
mudn hdi vé thdy Nonoguchi. C6 Tone dwong nhw nghi ngay dén vu an
gi€t nha vin an khach géan day, c6 dong y v&i vé mat dam chiéu.

Ching t6i vao mdt quan nwdc gan d6. Lic xwa khong ¢6 quan nay.

“Chiing t6i cling ra't ba't ngo’ vé vu dn d6. Khong theé ngor thdy Nonoguchi
lai 1a hung tha.”



Sau d6, cd &y ndi thém v&i giong di€u phan khich.

“Pa vay thdy Kaga lai 1a ngwoi phu trach vy dan. Sao ma tinh co qua
nhi?”

Khi t6i n6i chinh vi sy tinh co' d6 ma tdi 1a ngwoi khG s& nha't thi cd Ay
gat gt vori vé mat “han 1a vay roi”.

T6i nhanh chéng vao van dé chinh. Cau hdi thir nha't 1a cd &y co biét
viéc Nonoguchi Osamu ¢6 ngwoi phu niv dac biét khong. “Cau hdi kho
day.” La loi dau tién ¢6 Tone thdt ra.

“Néu dwya theo tryc giac cia phu nw thi t6i nghi 1a khong.”

“Vay sao?”

“C6 diu tryc gidc cua phu nr &Yy, ldc tring thi rd't &n twong nhung that
ra cling hay trdt lam. Vi vdy c6 I€ t6i nén cung cap dwr liéu khach quan nhi.
Théay c6 biét thdy Nonoguchi tirng nhiéu Tan di lam quen qua mai md&i
khong?”

“Khong, to1 khong biét.”

“Thay 4%y hay di 1dm. Thiay hiéu truedng lic d6 ciing tirng dé cip. Cho nén
toi nghi thdy 'y khong c6 nguoi yéu dau.”

“Chuyén d6 cach ddy may nam?”

“Khoéng truedrc khi thdy Nonoguchi rovi treong nay nén dau chirng nam,
sdu nam.”

“Con truedrc d6 ntra thi sao? Ciling di gdp mat lam quen thwong xuyén?”

“Thé nao &y nhi? T6i khong nho chinh xdc. Hay thtr hoi thy c6 khéc
xem? Nhiéu thay co lic &y van con day & day day.”

“Nho ¢b gidp cho, cam on ¢d.”

Co Tone 18y s0'tay dién tw ra, gd gb gi do.

T6i chuyén sang ciu hdi thir hai. P6 1a ¢6 &y ¢6 biét gi vé quan hé gitra
Nonoguchi Osamu va Hidaka Kunihiko khong?

“A, t6i nhé r6i, ldc d6 cdu da nghi day & treong nhi?”

“Luc d6 tirc 1a...7”

“Luc Hidaka Kunihiko doat gidi nha van m&i gi d6.”

“Cha, c¢6 chuyén gi sao? Du gi t6i cling khong quan tdm 1im k& ca d6 1a
giadi thwedng vin hoc 1on.”

“Thwong thi toi cling dau biét cd gidi ngwoi mdi gi. Nhwng ldc d6 thi
khac. Thdy Nonoguchi da dem to tap chi cong bd” gidi thwdng dén treong



cho moi ngwoi xem. Thay &y néi day 1a ban hoc cii ctia téi. Phan khich
ldm.”

Chuyén nay khodng c6 trong ki rc cia tdi. C6 1€ ding la chuyén xay ra sau
khi t6i nghi day.

“Luc d6, thady Nonoguchi da c6 lién lac v&i Hidaka Kunihiko r'oi a?”

“T6i khong nhé 1dm nhung ¢6 18 thdi diém d6 thi chwra. T6i nhé dau sau
d6 mot khoang thoi gian, thdy &y ¢6 néi da gap lai anh ta.”

“Sau d6 mdt khoang thoii gian 1a hai, ba nam sau?”

“Chéc 1a khodng d6.”

Chinh Nonoguchi néi bdy ndm trwdc anh ta dd dén tham Hidaka
Kunihiko va tir d6 nd1 lai lién lac nén ciing hop 1y.

“Thay Nonoguchi da n6i thé’ nao vé Hidaka Kunihiko?”

“N6i1 theé" nao 1a sao?”

“Gi cling dwoc. VE tinh tinh hay tac pham, gi ciing dwoc.”

“T6i khong nhd ¢6 néi gi vE ngwoi d6 nhung vEé tdc pham thi ¢ vé ché
bai kha nhiéu.”

“Vay la khong danh gia cao sao? Anh &y no6i thé nao?”

“Toi quén ma' chi ti€t roi nhung n6i chung ndi dung Tan nao ciing gidng
nhau. Nao la dang ngd nhan céi goi la van hoc, nao la khong khdc hoa dworc
con nguwoi, nao cé vé tuc. Pai khai vay.”

T6i nghi né khac xa v&i nhirng 1o néi cia Nonoguchi Osamu. Vi anh ta
noi da 14’y nhitng tdc pham d6 1am miu va chép lai.

“Tuy ché bai nhung anh 4y vAn doc sdch ctia Hidaka Kunihiko nhi? Ba
vay con di gap.”

“Ping day. Nhwng d6 ¢6 the€'1a bi€u hién tdm ly védn veo.”

“Y ¢6 1a sa0?”

“Vi thay Nonoguchi ciing c6 nguyén vong tr¢ thanh nha van, nén biét
dau thdy néng voi khi bi ban thi€u thoi vegt mat? Nhwng lai khong the’
khong quan tdm, roi 100 doc mat ti€u. Ma doc thi dan dan cho rang tac
pham minh viét hay hon.”

C6 th€1dm.

“Thay Nonoguchi lic Hidaka Kunihiko doat gidi van hoc v&i tac pham
Dom lira khong chdy thé nao?”



“Lé ra phdi dién 1€n vi ghen ti nhwng hinh nhw khong cé chuyén doé.
Nguoc lai con k€ cho moi nguoi véi vé hanh dién lam.”

Bén than chuyén da’y c6 the'ly gidi nhw thé nao cling dworc.

Tuy khong tim dwore thong tin gi vé ngwoi phu nir cia Nonoguchi Osamu
nhung cling tham khao dwoee it nhi€u. Téi néi loi cdm on ¢6 Tone.

Sau khi xac nhan viéc cong da xong, c6 Tone hdi cam twong cha tdi vé
cong viéc hién nay, V€ tdm trang lic chuyén nghé nay no. T6i tra loi qua
loa. PB6 1a mdt d€ tai to1 ra't ngai d€ cdp. Hinh nhw ¢6 &y ciling nhén ra nén
khong héi dai dang. Nhwng cudi cung, cd &y ndi thé nay.

“Pé&n bay gic tinh trang bit nat vin khong cha'm dirt dworc.”

“Han r'6i.” Tdi trd 1. V&i nhitng vu viéce lién quan d&n bét nat, tdi cling
trd nén nhay cam. Vi tdi van con nho tha't bai cia ban than trong qua khir.

Roi quan nwore, toi chao tam biét ¢6 Tone.

Ching t6i tim thdy mot tA'm hinh, ngay sau ngay gdp c6 Tone. Nguoi
phat hién la canh sit Makimura. Hom d6, ching t6i quy€t dinh khdm xét
phong Nonoguchi Osamu lan ntra.

Muc dich ctia ching t6i khong gi khac 1a tim cho ra ngwoi phu niv ¢6
quan hé dic biét voi Nonoguchi. Tap dé€, soii diy chuyén, gidy ding ki du
lich. Pay la cdc manh m&i hién tai nhwng ching tdi cho rang han con cdi gi
d6 mang tinh quy€t dinh hon.

Ching t6i ra't ki vong c6 td'm hinh nguwoi phu nivr. N&u da ca't gitr can than
nhtrng ki vat thi khong 1y gi anh ta lai khong git hinh bén minh. Vay ma
thye t€ cho dén thoi di€m nay ching t6i van chwa tim ra. Ngay ca trong
quyén album day codm cling khong cé nhan vat nao cé vé kha nghi. C6 the
ndi that ki la.

“Tai sao Nonoguchi lai khong ci't gitt tAm hinh nao cia ngwoi phu nir
deé?”

T6i dung tay, hdi y ki€n cta canh sat Makimura.

“Hay la khong c¢6 hinh? N&u di du lich thi ¢6 the chup lic d6 nhwng néu
khong thi that ra khé ¢6 hinh cua nguwoi ta day.”

“Vay sao? Mot ngwoi dan Ong ca't gitr can than ca gid’y dang ki du lich
ma khong cé noi mdt tA'm hinh cia nguwoi ta sao?”

C6 tap dé tirc ngwoi phu nir thwedng xuyén d&n ciin nha nay. Chéc chin c6
the’ chyp hinh vao lic d6. Nonoguchi Osamu cé ca mdy chup hinh ty dong
12y nét ntra.

“C6 hinh ma ching ta khéng tim ra tirc 1a anh ta gid'u & dau d6?”



“Piing vay. Nhung tai sao lai gi&u nhi? Trwdc khi bi bit, Nonoguchi chic
chan khong dodn dwore canh sat s€ kham xét can phong nay.”

“T6i khong bi€t.”

T6i nhin quanh can phong. Va thinh linh 16e 1én mét y twedng. T6i nho lai
ciu nodi cia Nonoguchi hdm treedc. “Tém lai, mong cic anh dwng luc loi
phong tdi nira. Trong d6 con c6 sach v& quan trong ngwei ta nho téi gite hd
day.”

Toi dieng tredc ddng sach trong goc twong va ki€m tra Tan lwot tie dau.
C6 th€ suy doan rang Nonoguchi ndi nhw vdy vi c6 mot cudn siach anh ta
khong mudn ai dung dén.

T6i va canh sat Makimura chia nhau ki€m tra teng quy€n sach mot cach
can than, xem cé nhirng gi dai loai nhw anh, thw tw, gid’y nhé kep bén trong
khong.

Ching t6i ma't hon hai ti€ng dong h'6 d€ tic nghi¢p. Ping 1a nha vén c6
khac, s6” dau sach khong tam thwong. Pong siach chdt xung quanh ching
to1 nhuw thap nghiéng Pisa.

T6i nghi ¢6 1€ hwdng suy nghi ciia minh da sai. DU Nonoguchi Osamu ¢6
gidu hinh hay gi d6, nhung dé€n ca anh ta cling khé 18’y ra thi that vd nghia.
Chac chan phai gidu sao cho lic nao ciling 18y ra dwgc, va cling c6 the cat
gi2u nhanh chong.

Khi t6i néi vay, canh sat Makimura ng6i xudng tredc ban dat may danh
chtr. R6i ciu ta thi bat chwdc dang diéu Nonoguchi Osamu dang 1am viéc.

“Néu trong lic nghi ngoi gitra cong viéc nho dén ¢6 4y ma c6 khung
hinh & ngay gdc nay thi tuyét nhi.”

Chd cénh sdt Makimura néi ngay canh mdy ddanh cht. Pwong nhién & dé
khong c6 khung hinh hay thwr gi dai loai nhw vy ca.

“Chd khong th€ thi'y dwge, nhwng ldc nao ciing ¢ the' 18y.”

Canh sat Makimura tim nhitng tht phlt hop v&i yéu cau do cua t6i. Cudi
cung, anh mat ciu ta dwng lai & cudén tw di€n day cop Kojien. V€ sau, ciu ta
n6i 1y do dwng lai & cudn twr di€n thé nay.

“Giwtra cdc trang c6 10i ra may goc thé danh ddu sach. T6i nghi, a minh
biét r'6i. Khi tra twe di€n, c6 khi ta mudn xem cho nay cho kia cling mot ldc
ma. Va t6i nhé ra dira ban than thoi cdp ba ting 18y hinh nghé si lam thé
danh dau sach khi doc.”

Truc gidc cha anh ta tring phéc. Trong cudn tw di€én d6 ¢6 nam thé danh
dau sach, trong d6 c6 mdt tAm hinh ctia mot cd gdi tré. Canh phia sau hinh



nhw la tram dung nghi nao d6. Co6 &y dang dirng, méc 4o so’ mi ca rd, vay
trang.

Chiing t6i nhanh chéng bét tay diéu tra ngwdi phu ni nay 1a ai. Khong
d&n ndi qua mat thoi gian. Vi Hidaka Rie bi€t ngwoi nay.

Tén nguwoi phu ntr trong anh la Hidaka Hatsumi. Ttc vo cii cia Hidaka
Kunihiko.

“Ho cii cia chi Hatsumi 1a Shinoda. Nghe néi chi &y k&t hon v&i chdong
t0i mwoi hai nam trede. Va chi &y ma't vi tai nan giao thong cach day nam
nadm. T6i chwa ting gdp madt, vi khi tdi phu trach ch'ong t6i thi chj &y da
mat. Nhung t6i bi€t mat chi &y nho xem dnh trong cu6n album & nha.
Vang, chac chan ngwoi phu nie trong anh 1a chi Hatsumi.”

Hidaka Rie nay da tré& thanh géa phu n6i vy khi xem birc hinh ching t6i
cam dén.

“C6 the cho chiing t6i xem album dé khong?”

Khi t6i néi vay, Hidaka Rie 1ic dau vé 4i ngai.

“Bay gio’ khdong ¢6 & day. Sau khi k&€t hdn voi t6i, ch'ong to6i da giri hau
h&t nhirng ki vat gom cd album d6 vé nha Shinoda. Ciing c6 th€ con so6t
trong s& hanh ly giri di Canada nhung t6i khdng chac. S hanh 1y d6 cling
sap dwgc guri tra lai roi nén toi s€ tim thir xem sao.”

C6 th€’ hieu d6 1a hanh ddng gitr y ciia Hidaka Kunihiko d6i voi ngwoi vor
m&i chang? Khi hdi vé viéc d6, vé mat cia Hidaka Rie khong 187y gi lam
thodi mai cho lam.

“Co6 the€ anh &y gitr y nhung t6i khong h€ phién viéc anh ay giw lai ki vat
cua chi Hatsumi. Vi t6i cho rang chuyén dé la dwong nhién. C6 diéu, toi
gan nhw chwa ting nghe ch'ong t6i k€ vé chi Hatsumi. C6 th€ do khé mé&
miéng. Vay nén toi cling khong dé cap dén. Khong phai vi ghen tudng gi
dau. Chi la thdy khong can thiét thoi.”

T6i ¢6 cam gidc cd &y dang ra strc kim nén cadm xtc khi néi chuyén. Tuy
khong c6 y dinh hi€u nhirng loi d6 theo nghia den, nhung t6i thdy c6 vé
phan ntra 1a ¢6 &Yy that long.

Ma duwdng nhw co &y ra't thic méc tai sao ching tdi lai c6 tAm hinh cia
nguroi vo trede clia ch'ong minh. Co Ay hdi phéi ching ¢6 lién quan dén vu
an.

“Chung to6i van chwa rd c6 lién hé gi khong, nhung tAm hinh nay xuit
hién & mdt noi ngoai y mudn nén c hdi cho chac.”

Trude cau trd 1oi mo’ h'd cha tdi, dwong nhién ¢6 &y khong thda man.



“(y dau a? C4i noi ngoai y mudn day?”

To6i khong the tra 1o 1a & phong ctia Nonoguchi Osamu.

“Toi van chwa th€ néi gi dwoe, ra't xin 10i chj.”

Nhwng dwong nhw ¢6 &y da dung tryc giac riéng ctia phu nir d€ suy doan.
Va mat co6 &y nhe mudn néi khong I€ nao. Sau d6 cd &y noi.

“T6i nhd dém canh di thé chdng t6i, anh Nonoguchi da hdi mot viéc la
lung.”

“La viéc gi?”

“Anh &y hédi bang video & dau.”

“Bang video?”

“Lidc d4u, toi cr twdng anh &y hdi m& phim ch'éng t6i swu tAm. Nhung
hinh nhw khdng phai, anh &y mudn hdi cudn bang ch'ong t6i da quay khi di
18y tw li€u.”

“Chong chi tirng stt dung mdy quay phim d€ thu thap tw liéu a?”

“Vang, dac biét khi 187y tw liéu vEé nhirng thir chuyén dong thi anh 4y nhat
dinh sé dem theo may quay.”

“Va Nonoguchi héi ma’y cudn bang d6 ¢ dau?”

“Pung vay.”

“Vay chij trd 101 thé nao?”

“T6i néi 1a nho' da gwri di Canada trude roi. Vi nhung gi lién quan dén
cong viéc déu do chong to1 sdp x&€p nén to1 cling khong ro.”

“Nonoguchi da n6i sao?”

“Anh &y ndi khi nao hanh 1y dén thi cho anh 'y bi€t. Vi trong d6 ¢6 cudn
bang dung trong cdng viéc nho anh Hidaka gitr.”

“Anh ta khong n6i cudn bang d6 quay gi?”

“Vang.” Sau khi tra loi, Hidaka Rie vira nhin vé phia tdi vira tham do.

“Co6 th€'1a bang quay ai d6 chang?”

Co 1€ cd &y mudn ndi “ai d6” 1a Hidaka Hatsumi. Nhung t61 khong binh
luan gi vé viéc do, chi néi néu cuén bang dwoc g tra tr Canada, mong ¢
a’y bao toi biét.

“Ngoai ra, c6 chuyén gi Nonoguchi néi khi€n chi ban tdm khong?”

T6i chi hodi vay chir khdng ki vong gi.

Thé r'6i Hidaka Rie hoi chian chir néi that ra con mét chuyén.



“Pay la chuyén cich ddy mot thoi gian, anh Nonoguchi ¢6 néi vé chi
Hatsumi.”

To1 hoi ngac nhién.

“Anh ta n6i vé chuyén gi?”

“V'€ tai nan khi€n chi Hatsumi mat.”

“Anh ta n6i thé€ nao?”

Sau khi t6 thai do phan van, Hidaka Rie dwong nhw da quyét dinh, néi.

“Anh Nonoguchi bao khong nghi d6 1a vu tai nan thong thwong.”

Mot 1o khai dang quan tam. T6i d€ nghi ¢6 &y ndi ki hon.

“Khong ¢6 gi ki hon cd, anh &y chi néi vdy. Lic &y tinh co' chdong t6i
khong ¢6 mat, chi ¢6 t6i va anh dy. T6i khong nhd sao lai dé cdp dén
chuyén da’y nhwng riéng cau néi dé thi t6i khong the’ quén.”

b6 dung 1a mot cau né1 gay an twong manh mé.

“Khong phdi tai nan thong thwong thi 1a gi? Anh ta khong néi chuyén dé
ar’

“Vang. To6i cling ¢6 hdi y anh Ia sao. The& roi anh Nonoguchi ¢é vé hdi
héan, bdo t6i quén chuyén anh &y vira néi di va cling ding néi v&i anh
Hidaka.”

“Vay sau d6 chi lam gi? Chj c6 k&' cho ch'dong nghe khong?”

“Khong, t6i khong k€. Nhw lic ndy da ndi, tdi tranh dé cap dén chuyén
chi Hatsumi, v&i lai cling khong phai ndi dung c6 th€ néi khoi khoi dwore.”

Quyét dinh cia Hidaka Rie ciing dé hiéu.

D& chéc chén, chiing toi con cho cd nhitng ngudi biét 16 Hidaka Hatsumi
xem taA'm hinh cfa c6 &y, nhw bién tdp vién thwong dén nha Hidaka hay
hang x6m. T4t cad déu cong nhan nguwoi trong hinh 1a Hatsumi.

Vay tai sao Nonoguchi Osamu lai ¢é tAm hinh cua Hidaka Hatsumi?

Nhung vé viéc nay, c6 1€ khong cén suy doan. Ngwoi phu niv d€ lai tap dé
trong phong Nonoguchi, va I€ ra da dworc anh ta tdng s¢i day chuyén,
ngwoi phu nit dinh di du lich Okinawa v&i anh ta, ¢6 vé chinh 1a Hidaka
Hatsumi. Thoi diém do, ro rang ¢6 &y la vor ctia Hidaka Kunihiko, ¢6 nghia
hai ngwoi ho ngoai tinh. Nonoguchi Osamu gdp lai Hidaka Kunihiko vao
bay nidm trwdc, Hidaka Hatsumi mét vao ndm ndm trwedre, nén cé 1€ hai
ngwoi ¢6 du thoi gian d€ boi dwong moi quan hé. Ngoai ra, cdi tén trong
gidy dang ki du lich dwge phat hién trong phong Nonoguchi la Nonoguchi
Hatsuko. Cé6 the cho rang d6 l1a tén gid ctia Hatsumi.



Tuy 12 y ki€n c4 nhan, nhung qua that khong th€ cho ring nhitng viéc nay
khong lién quan dé€n vu an lan nay. C6 1€ chung li€n quan mat thi€t dén
dong co’ pham tdi ma cho d&n gio' nay, Nonoguchi vin nha't myc khong
khai.

T6i suy doan trede hét, nhat dinh Nonoguchi Osamu la tic gid ma cia
Hidaka Kunihiko. Nhiéu chirng ¢ da néi 1é€n diéu d6. Nhwng tdi khong the
trd 1oi nghi van tai sao anh ta lai chdp nhan canh ngd d6. Trong gidi han
diéu tra d€n nay, dwong nhu khong c6 chi ti€t nao cho thd’y Hidaka tra cho
Nonoguchi thir gi. Ngoai ra, tuy chi 1a cdm nhan trong lic néi chuyén vi
cac bién tip vién gan day, nhung cé vé nha vin s€ khong ban tac pham cia
minh d¢€ 18y tién. N&u la tac pham c6 vé s€ dwoc danh gid cao lai cang
khong.

Hay Nonoguchi méc no 1én v&i Hidaka? N&u vay, dé 1a gi?

bén day, phdi nghi dé€n Hidaka Hatsumi. Pwong nhién, khong phai vi vy
ma két luan voi va rang Hidaka Kunihiko phét gidc m&i quan hé cia hai
ngwoi nén im ldng cong nhén, thay vao d6 budc Nonoguchi phai viét thay
cho minh. N&u vy thi khong giai thich dwgc viéc Nonoguchi ti€p tuc cung
ca’p tac pham cho Hidaka ngay ca sau khi Hatsumi chét.

Nhung di sao van phdi diéu tra xem gitta Nonoguchi Osamu va hai
ngwoi ho da xay ra chuyén gi. Ti€c 1a ca hai déu da chét nén khong thé hoi
tryc tiep.

Suy nghi d&n d6, téi nhé lai nhitng gi Hidaka Rie néi. Ring Nonoguchi
ndi cai chét cia cd Hatsumi khong don thuan 1a tai nan. Tai sao anh ta néi
nhw vay? Khong phai tai nan thi la gi?

To61 quy€t dinh diéu tra vE€ vu tai nan d6. Theo dw liéu tim dwoc, Hidaka
Hatsumi qua doi vao thang Ba ndm nam trwdc. Khoang 11 gior tdi, trén
dwong di dén cira hang tién lgri d€ mua d6 thi c¢6 &y bi xe tai can. Hién
treong & goc cua, khé quan sat, hom d6 troi con mwa. Ngoai ra, dia di€m
¢ &y dinh bing qua dworng khong ¢ vach son trang cho ngudi di bo.

K&t luan cudi cung la do tai x& xe tai khong chu y phia tredre. C6 the néi
la dwong nhién trong treong hop tai nan gitra 6 td va nguoi di bd. Nhung
theo ban bdo cdo, ngwoi tai x& c6 vé khong chap nhan tdi 16i ctia minh. Tai
x¢& khing khiing cho ring do Hidaka Hatsumi thinh linh phéng ra dwong.
N&u day la sw that thi that ba't 1¢i cho tai x& vi khdng c¢6 ngwoi chirng kién.
Nhung khong ¢6 chirng ctir dang tin cho 1o khai d6. BA't ¢ ai 1am canh sat
thu 1y tai nan giao thong ciing bié€t, hau hét cac tai x& 1o can chét nguoi
déu ra sirc cho rang nguwoi di bd ba't can.



Nhwng t6i da tht nghi dén gia thi€t ngwoi tai x€ nay ndi ding. Gia s
day khong phdi 1a tai nan don thuan nhe Nonoguchi Osamu da néi, chi con
lai hai kha nang. Ty sat hodc bi giét.

Néu bj gi€t c6 nghia 1a bj ai d6 x6 ra. N&u vdy dwong nhién, hién treong
khi d6 phai c6 thd pham. Hanh dong x6 nan nhan ra dwong xdy ra ngay
triedc khi xe tai tror d€n, nén tai x& khong thad'y béng dang thd pham thi qua
that ki la.

Vay chi con lai kha niing ty sit. Ttiec Nonoguchi Osamu cho ring Hidaka
Hatsumi ty st chir khong phai chét vi tai nan.

Tai sao anh ta nghi nhu vay? C6 vat chirng sao? Vi du anh ta nhin dwoc
di thu?

Phai chiang Nonoguchi Osamu c¢6 manh md&i gi vé dong co ty sit cua
Hidaka Hatsumi? Va liéu dong co’ d6 c6 lién quan gi dé€n vi€c ngoai tinh
voi anh ta?

Tbdi cho ring c6 1€ viéc ngoai tinh di bi ngwdi chdng phat gidc. Do bi
ch'ong tr bd vi chuyén d6 nén c6 Ay bi quan, lwa chon cdi chét. Néu la vay
thi chuyén tinh cam v&i Nonoguchi chi 1a nong noi nha't thoi.

Du gi di ntra, cin phai tim hi€u vé ngwoi phu nir tén Hidaka Hatsumi. T6i
quyé€t dinh xin phép s€p, cling canh sat Makimura dé€n nha me dé cta co aYy.

Nha Shinoda & quan Kanazawa, thanh phd” Yokohama. P6 1a mot can nha
ki€u Nhat sang trong nam trén d'6i cao, voeon twore dwore cham sdc ti man.

Cha me ¢d 4y déu manh khde. Hom d6, ngudi cha ¢ viéc nén vang nha,
ngwoi me, Shinoda Yumie ti€p ching t6i. P6 1a mot phu ni sang trong, voc
dang nhd bé.

Duwong nhw ba 4y khdng 18y 1am ba't ngo’ tredre sy tham viéng cua ching
toi. K€ tw khi bi€t vu an Hidaka Kunihiko bi giét, ba da doan chac chan
canh sat s€ tim dén. Ngworc lai, c6 vé nhw viéc lau nay canh sat khong dén
ma&i nam ngoai dy dodn.

“Vi lam cong viéc nhw theé nén ciu &y ciing it nhiéu c6 phan kho tinh.
Hatsumi ¢6 thG 16 v&i toi, dic biét khi cong viéc bi chirng lai thi ciu %y kha
nhay cam. Nhung binh thwong l1a nguwoi chong tdt, bi€t quan tim dén
ngwoi khac.”

Pay la 4n twong cia me vor d6i voi Hidaka Kunihiko. T6i khong th€
phan biét ba &y ndi that long, hay dang néi lang di che gidu suy nghi that.
Lic nao ciing vay, rd't khé d€ nhin ra tdm y thyc sy ciia nhirng ngwoi 1on
tudi, dac biét 1a phu ntw.



Theo loi ba &y, Shinoda Hatsumi va Hidaka Kunihiko gdp nhau vao
khoang thoi gian hai ngwoi cing lam & mot cong ty quang cdo nho. Ching
toi cling da xac nhan anh Hidaka ting lam viéc & cdng ty d6 hai nam.

Trong thoi gian quen nhau, anh Hidaka chuyén sang nha xua't ban, sau d6
mot chit ho két hdon. Chang bao 14u sau, anh ta doat giai nha van méi va tré
thanh nha van.

“Chiing toi ciing tirng lo 14ng khong biét c6 nén trao Hatsumi cho mdt
ngwoi hay thay doi cong viéc nhu vy khdng, nhung cling may c¢é vé ching
n6 chwa tirng phai ban tim chuyén tién nong. Vi Kunihiko so'm tré thanh
nha van dn khach nén ching toi cling mwng 13y, nghi khéng phai lo gi nira.
Vay ma ngay lic d6 Hatsumi lai... Ch€t r6i thi dau con gi nwa, ding
khong?”

Mit ba Shinoda Yumie won wét, nhing qua nhién, ba khong khéc trude
mdt ching t6i. C6 1€ nam ndm tr61 qua cting gidp ba &y ngudi ngoai phan
nao.

“C0 4y gdp tai nan khi di mua d6 a?”

Toi that ty nhién th hoi chi tiét tai nan.

“Vang. Sau khi sy viéc xay ra, Kunihiko k& cho chiing t6i nhw vay. Nghe
néi do mudn lam banh mi an 16t da budi tdi nhwng khong c6 banh mi nén
n6 di mua.”

“Nghe néi tai x& xe tai cho ring c6 Hatsumi thinh linh chay ra dwong?”

“Hinh nhw vdy. Nhwng Hatsumi khong phai 1a dira 1iéu linh nhw vay dau.
C6 diéu biang qua dwong cho khong c¢6 vach son cho nguoi di bo, lai khéd
quan sat thi ding la hoi ba't can. Toi nghi chac lic d6 n6 voi lam.”

“Khoang thoi gian d6, quan hé vor chdng ho thé nao a?”

Shinoda Yumie c6 vé hoi ba't ngo’ tredre cau hdi cua toi.

“Td1 nght khong c6 van dé gi, sao cau hadi vay?”

“Khong a, khong cé y gi dic bi€t cd. Vi nhi€u ngu’0’1 gap tai nan giao
thong 12 do cé diéu ban tim trong long dAm ra ba't cah, nén tdi thic méic
vay thoi.”

To61 nhanh chong 1ap li€m.

“Vay a? Nhung theo tri nh¢ cua t6i thi vor chdng ching né thyc sy dam
am. Tuy c6 lic n6 hoi ¢d6 don khi cdu Kunihiko qua chi tdm vao cdng
viéc.”

“Vay a?”



To1 nght chinh céi tam ly “hot ¢6 don” @6 c6 khi lai 1a van d€, nhung lic
nay toi gitr im ldng.

“Trwdc khi xay ra tai nan, ba cé thwong gap cd Hatsumi khong?”

“Khoéng, vi con tuy tinh hinh cdng viéc ctia Kunihiko, nén ciing it khi n6
vé day. Ching t6i chi hoi tham qua dién thoai thoi.”

“Nghe giong qua dién thoai thi khdng c6 gi la chir a?”

“Vang.”

Me ctia Hatsumi gat dau nhung c6é vé thic méic, khong biét tai sao cinh
sat lai hdi veé tai nan da xdy ra nhitng ndm nam ro6i. Ba &y ngdp ngung hoi
toi.

“Xin 161, vu 4n ctia Kunihiko va Hatsumi, ¢6 lién quan gi sa0?”

“Co6 1€ khong lién quan a.” T6i trd losi. Toi gidi thich canh sat 1a ki€u
ngwoi phai diéu tra ngon nganh nhirng nguoi ¢é lién quan dén vu an, du ho
da thanh ngwoi thién co, thi mdi yén tdm dwgc. Me cua Hatsumi trdong cé
vé ban tin ban nghi nghe t6i giai thich.

“Ba c6 tirng nghe cd Hatsumi n6i vé Nonoguchi Osamu khong a?”

To61 quy€t dinh dé€ cap dén trong tdm cau chuyén.

“Tdi c6 nghe qua c6 ngudi nhw viy hay d&n nha. Ring d6 1a ban thigu
thoi cia Kunihiko va mudn tré thanh nha van.”

“Ngoai ra con gi khong a?”

“Cha, cling lau r'6i nén t6i khong nho r6. Nhung t6i nhd khong dé cap
dén nguoi d6 may dau.”

Chuyén nay dwong nhién r'oi. Ai lai néi véi me vé nguoi tinh cia minh
duorc.

“T6i nghe néi hdu hét @6 dac thwong dung cta c6 Hatsumi d€ & day.
Khong bi€t ba c6 th€ cho chiing tdi xem qua mot chit dwore khong?”

Nghe t6i n6i vdy, me ctia Hatsumi ban khodn ra mat.

“N6i la @6 dac thwong dung, nhwng khong ¢6 gi gia tri dau.”

“Tht gi cling dwore. Tom lai chiing t6i dang diéu tra triét d€ nhirng viéc
lién quan dén anh Hidaka Kunihiko va nghi pham.”

“Céac anh n6i1 vay nhung...”

“Vidu co 2y c6 viet nhat ki hay gi d6 khong a?”

“MaYy thir da'y thi khong.”

“Album thi sao?”



“Cai do thi c6 nhung...”

“Vay ba c6 th€ cho ching t6i xem album tredc dwgc khdong?”

“Nhung chi toan hinh Kunihiko va Hatsumi thoi.”

“Ciing dwoc a. Co tham khao dwoe hay khong ching t6i s€ phan doan.”

Chéc chin ba &y dang nghi tay canh st nay toan ndi chuyén ki la. N&u
cho ba &y biét dwong nhw Hatsumi c¢6 quan hé v&i Nonoguchi Osamu thi
da nhanh gon, nhwng t6i chwa dwgc s€p cho phép n6i chuyén do.

Du c6 vé khong hai 1ong 18m, nhung me cta Hatsumi van vio trong dem
album ra. N6i 1a album nhwng khong phai 1a ma’y cu6n bia cirng dep mat,
chi la nhirng tdp anh nhd dwng trong hop.

T6i va canh sat Makimura xem tirng tdp mot. Khong sai, ngwoi phu ntr
trong nhirng birc dnh nay ding 1a ngwoi trong birc anh dwge tim thad'y & nha
Nonoguchi Osamu.

Hon nira s6” anh déu ghi ngay thang nén khong khé d€ tim nhirng birc
trong thoi gian ho cé ti€p xdc véi Nonoguchi Osamu. To6i chdm chid xem
xét d€ tim diéu gi d6 am chi md&i quan hé cta Hidaka Hatsumi va
Nonoguchi ttr nhirng birc anh do.

Cudi cung, canh st Makimura ciing tim dwoc mdt tAm. Cau ta im ldng
dwa cho t6i xem. Téi hi€u ngay tai sao ciu ta chd y d&€n birc anh nay.

T6i xin phép Shinoda Yumie gitr cudn album nay mot thoi gian. Tuy ¢6
vé do dy nhung ba &y cha’p nhan.

“Nhtrng @6 dac cia c6 Hatsumi con cé gi khac khdng a?”

“Con quén ao va do trang strc nay no. Kunihiko tdi hén nén dau the de
may thit d6 & nha, ding khong?”

“Giy t& qua lai thi sao a? Thw tr, bru thiép ching han?”

“T6i nghi 1a khong c6 may thir d6. D€' tdi xem lai Tan ntra.”

“Cé bang video khong a? Loai to co’ bang cassette.”

To6i nghe Hidaka Rie néi Hidaka Kunihiko dung loai 8mm d€ thu thap tai
liéu.

“Cha, hinh nhw 1a khéng.”

“Vay ba c6 th€ cho téi bi€t nhirng ngwoi ma cd Hatsumi quen than
khong?”

“Ngwoi Hatsumi than w...”

C6 vé ba &y khong nhé ra ngay duoc tén ngwoi nao. Toi xin phép mot
chiit. Ba &y n6i r'oi lai bi€n vao trong. Khi tré’ 1ai, ba cdm theo mot cudn sO



mong.

“Pay la danh ba dia chi cia nha t6i, ¢ vi€t tén vai ngwoi ban cla
Hatsumi.”

Sau d6, ba &y do ra tén cia ba nguwoi tr cu6n danh ba d6. Hai nguoi ban
thoi dai hoc va mot dong nghiép & cong ty quang cdo. Ca ba déu la nir. Toi
ghi chd lai hét tén va dia chi cta ho.

Ching t6i ti€n hanh hdi tham ba ngwoi ban ngay. Hai ngwoi ban thoi dai
hoc hau nhw khong lién lac gi sau khi Hidaka Hatsumi két hon. Con dong
nghiép tén Nagano Shizuko thi vAn than v&i Hatsumi, ma’y ngay truede khi
Hatsumi gap tai nan con néi chuyén qua dién thoai. Sau day la chirng ngdn
ctia Nagano Shizuko.

“T6i nghi ban dau Hatsumi khong d€ y dé€n anh Hidaka m&y. Nhung vi
anh Hidaka tdn cong manh mé€ nén dan dan c6 Ay bi chinh phuc. Trong
cong viéc, anh Hidaka ciling c6 di€m ra't xong xdo. Con Hatsumi cé phan
nhtt nhét, khong th€ hién thai dd ra bén ngoai. Khi dwgrc cau hon cling vay,
c6 1& c6 &y phan van 14m, nhung 18t cudce van bj anh Hidaka thuyét phuc.
Nhung c6 &y khong hdi han veé viéc két hon. Toi thad'y ho ¢ vé hanh phiic
1&m. C6 diéu sau khi anh Hidaka tré thanh nha viin, khong biét c6 phai doi
song thay doi dot ngdt khong ma trong cd 4y thwong mét moi. Té6i hi€m
khi nghe Hatsumi b4t man v&i anh Hidaka. Trwde tai nan a? That ra khong
c6 chuyén gi dac biét, chi vi tdi mudn nghe giong c6 &y nén goi dién thoi.
Toi nghi ¢d Ay vAn nhe moi khi. T6i khong nh& chi ti€t ndi dung cude néi
chuyén, nhung chic 1a chuyén mua sim, nha hang nay no théi. Ching toi
thwong néi may chuyén dé qua dién thoai. Khi nghe tin vu tai nan, toi rat
ba't ngo'. Toi khong the nao tin dwoc, d€n mirc khdong khéc noi. Toi da gidp
gia dinh lo tir dém canh di th€ d&n tang 1. Anh Hidaka a? Pan 6ng ma,
khong td ra suy sup tred’c mat moi ngwoi, nhwng dirng bén canh nhin cling
biét anh Ay dau budn Idm. Tir d6 d&n gio cling da ndm nim ro6i nhi. C&
nghi 14 chuyén mdi diy th6i. Ai a? Nonoguchi Osamu, la hung tha
Nonoguchi d6 ha? Cha, tdi cling khong chéc anh ta c6 d&n ddm tang khong.
Dil sao thi khich d&n viéng dong 1im. Ma sao biy gio anh lai hdi vé
Hatsumi? C6 li€n quan gi d€n vu an sao?”

Hai ngay sau khi d&€n nha me dé ctia Hidaka Hatsumi, t6i cung canh sét
Makimura d&n bénh vién noi Nonoguchi Osamu dang ndm. Tdi quyét dinh
hodi chuyén bac si phu trach triedec nhw thwong 1€.

Béc si dang ra't dau dau. Moi thir cho cudc phau thuit da dwoc chuan bi
day di nhung dwong sy khong dong y. Nonoguchi phan nan rang di biét



c6 phu thuit di nira kha ning lanh bénh ciing it, thi tha d€ anh ta sd'ng nhw
vay lau thém chut nao hay chut 2.

“C6 treong hop phau thuat roi thi chét sém hon khong a?”

T6i hoi bac si.

Céu trd 101 cua béc si la, “Khong phdi khong ¢6.” Nhung béc si cho ring
phau thuit c6 gia tri cua nd.

Biét dwgc cau chuyén do, ching t6i dé€n phong bénh cua Nonoguchi. Anh
ta dang ngoi duya trén givong doc sach. Tuy rd't gdy nhung sac méit khong
té lam.

“Lau khong thd’y cdc cdu, to1 dang nghi khong bi€t chuyén thé nao roéi.”

Giong diéu cua anh ta khong thay doi. Nhung giong ndi rd rang thi€u sitec
song.

“Lai c6 mot viéc mudn hoi thay day.”

Nonoguchi Osamu t6 vé mét moi.

“Lai ntra sao? Khong ngo ciu dai nhw dia nhi. Hay 1a khi tré thanh canh
sat, ai cling thay doi nhw vay?”

T6i khong phan rng treedre 101 mia mai d6, chia ra tA'm hinh dem theo cho
anh ta xem. Pwong nhién, d6 l1a td'm hinh Hidaka Hatsumi kep trong cu6n
Kojien.

“Chung t61 da tim degce cdi nay trong nha thay.”

Tic khéc, grong mit Nonoguchi Osamu nhin nhé ki di va cirng do. HO
hap cta anh ta r61 loan tha'y ro.

“Thi sao?”

Anh ta hoi. Toi hi€u ¢6 I€ anh ta cling da phai c& ging hét sttc m&i néi
dwgrc du chi mdt cau ngan nhw vay.

“Thay c6 the gidi thich vé tA'm hinh nay khong? Tai sao thay c6 tA'm hinh
cta cd Hatsumi, vg’ tredrc cia anh Hidaka Kunihiko? Lai con gitr gin rat
ki.”

Nonoguchi Osami trdnh 4nh mat toi, nhin ra ngoai ctra s&. Tdi chim chi
quan sat khuén mat nhin nghi€ng dé cta anh ta. C6 thé’ cam nhan dwoc anh
ta dang ra strc suy nghi diéu gi dé.

“Cau hdi sao toi lai c6 hinh cia Hatsumi? Chuyén d6 dau c6 lién quan gi
dén vu 4n lan nay?”

Cudi cung anh ta cling n6i dwore ching d6, van quay mét vé phia cira s0.



“Co6 lién quan hay khong thi d€ tw ching t6i phdn dodn. Thay chi can
cung cap tai liéu d€ ching t6i phan dodn thoéi. Mot cach thanh that.”

“Thi t01 dang thanh that ma.”

“Vay hdy giai thich vé tAm hinh nay ciing bang thdi do dé di.”

“Chﬁng cé gi ca. Ch:ing cé y nghia gi to tat trong tAm hinh dé hét. Chi la
chup & dau d6 roi quén dwa cho Hikada, cu6i cing cr thé” lam thé danh
da’u trong Kojien tho61.”

“Chuyp ldc nao vay? Pay c6 v& nhw & tram dwng nghi nao dé phai
khong?”

“T6i quén r6i. Toi tung di xem 12 hoi, ngdm hoa v&i vor chéng ho nén
chdc 1a hinh chup luc d6.”

“Chi chup mdi ngwoi vor thodi sao? Ho 12 vor chdong ma?”

“Thi tinh co thdéi. Néu la tram dwng nghi thi bi€t dau chup trong lic
Hidaka di vé sinh.”

“Vay nhirng tA'm anh khac chup trong dot nay dang & dau?”

“Pén ca chup lic nao tdi con khdng biét thi lam sao ¢6 the tra loi cu hoi
d6? Ciing c6 th€ kep trong album hay vt nhdm r6i cling nén. Tém lai t6i
khong nhé dau.”

Nonoguchi Osamu 10 rang dang néng nay.

T6i 18y ra thém hai tA'm hinh dit tred'c mat anh ta. D€u 1a hinh chup nii
Phu Si.

“Thay nho hai tim nay chk?”

T6i thdy anh ta nhin hai tdm hinh r'6i nudt nwdce bot.

“T6i tim tha’y trong album cta thdy. Qua nhién la thay khong quén dwoc
dau nhi?”

" ... Hinh chup lic nao day?”

“Ca hai tdm déu dworc chup tr mot dia di€m. Thay van chwa nho ra la &
dau sao?”

“T6i khong nho.”

“Soéng Fujikawa. Chinh xac la tram dung nghi Fujikawa, va noi ¢o
Hidaka Hatsumi chup trong td'm hinh lic nay cling 1a & day. Cau thang sau
leng c6 Ay cho thdy diéu d6.”

Nonoguchi Osamu im ling tredc 1oi ndi cia toi.



Nhi€u di€u tra vién da nhan ra dia di€m trong tdm hinh ctia Hidaka
Hatsumi la tram dwng nghi Fujikawa. Tt d6 ching t6i xem lai album cla
Nonoguchi. K&t qua 1a tim ra dworc hai tAm chup nii Phd Si. Nho' sy hop
tdc cua canh sat tinh Shizuoka, chiing t6i da xac nhan nhi€u kha nang hai
ta'm hinh nay dwoc chup twr tram dung nghi Fujikawa.

“Néu thay khong nhé dwgrc da chup hinh ¢d Hatsumi khi nao thi ¢6 th€
cho t61 bi€t hinh nui Phu S1 chup khi nao khong? Chuyén nay chdc dau cé
gi khé nhi?”

“Ti€c la t6i khdong nho. Ca chuyén nhirng tim hinh d6 dworc kep trong
album cho d&n m¢i day toi con chang nhé ntra 1a.”

Xem ra anh ta nha't quy€t gia ngu d€ cho qua chuyén nay.

“Vay sao? Vay chi con ciach cho thdy xem td'm cudi cung thoi.”

Toi rit tw tdi trong do khodac ra tA'm hinh ¢ th€ néi mang tinh quyét dinh.
D6 1a t&'m hinh trong album mwon tr nha me dé ctia Hidaka Hatsumi. La
tA'm canh sat Makimura phat hi€n khi d&€n nha Shinoda. Ta'm hinh chuyp ba
ngwoi phu ni.

“Trong tAm hinh ndy, chic chin c6 mdt thit ma thay vo cling than thudc.
Puwong nhién thay biét chk?”

T6i quan sat vé midt cua Nonoguchi dang nhin t&m hinh. Anh ta mé hé
mat.

“Thay thdy sao?”

“Xin 16i nhwng t6i chang hi€u c4u dang néi gi.”

Anh ta n6i vay, giong kho khoc.

“Véy sao? Nhung thédy biét nguwoi ding gitra ba ngwoi phu nir d6 1a cd
Hidaka Hatsumi chir nhi?”

Nonoguchi khoéng tra 1o cau néi nay. Pwong nhién, d6 1a sy im ldng
mang nghia dong y.

“Vay vé chiéc tap dé c6 Hatsumi dang deo thi sao? Théay nh¢ céi tap dé
ca rd vang trang nay ch? N6 gidng voi tap dé duge tim thdy trong nha
thay.”

“... Vay thi sao?”

“Vé viéc c6 tdm hinh ctia c6 Hidaka Hatsumi, thay cé the giai thich th&
nao ciing dwoc. Nhung viéc c6 cdi tap dé ctia cd ay thi thay dinh bao bién
thé" nao day? Chiing t6i chi c6 th€ cho rang hai ngwoi tieng ¢6 mdi quan hé
dac biét.”



Nonoguchi Osamu khé lau bau r'61 lai im ldng.

“Théy c6 th€ cho ching tdi biét sy thiat dwoc khong? Né&u thay cir che
gidu nhwr vay, budc long ching tdi phai di€u tra. Ching t6i hanh dong thi
nhiéu kha nang canh truyén thong s€ Tan ra. Bay gio’ van chwa thdy gi,
nhwng chdc chan ho s€ danh hoi dwoe 161 vi€t ra nhing phéng sy day suy
dien. N€u thay néi cho ching t6i bi€t ta't cd, ching ta sé c6 ddi sach cho
nhtng viéc nhw vay.”

T6i khong bi€t chinh xdc nhitng ciu ndi nay cé hiéu qua d&€n mic nao.
Cé diéu, toi doc dworc sy do dy trén nét mat ctia Nonoguchi.

Cud1 cung anh ta noi.

“Chuyén cta toi voi 6 &y hoan toan khong c6 lién quan gi d&€n vu 4n an
nay. Toi khang dinh diéu do.”

To6i thd'y nhe nhdm khi nghe ciu néi nay. Tam thoi da ti€n dwgc mot
buoc.

“Vay thay cong nhan md&i quan hé cda hai nguoi?”

“Khong dé€n mirc to tat d€ goi 1a quan hé. Chi la tinh cdm bi dao dong
trong mot khoadng thoii gian ngan ngti thdi. Nhwng ca tdi va ¢6 &y déu mau
chong ha nhiét.”

“M&i quan hé bit d4u tir khi nao?”

“T6i khong nhd chinh xdc. Pau khoang nam, sau thang sau khi to1
thuwong dén nha Hidaka. Lic d6 t6i bi cdm, ndm ngdi mé man trong phong,
thinh thodng c6 &y dén tham. Va te d6...”

“Kéo dai dén khi nao?”

“Khoang hai, ba thdng. Niy tdi c6 néi day, chi say ning mdt thoi gian
ngan roi théi. Ca hai déu bi lam sao d6 &y ma.”

“Thé& nhung sau dd’y thdy van tiép tuc lui t&i nha Hidaka phai khong? Toi
nghi thwong thi sau ma’y chuyén d6, khé ma vac mét dé€n ch?”

“Vi khong phai ching tdi ba't dong roi moi chia tay. Ca hai néi chuyén
voi nhau va di dén két ludn nén chd&m dit nhitng viéc nhw vay. Va lic dé
chiing t6i hira v&i nhau rang cir d6i x&* v&i nhau nhw trede. Tuy ndi vy,
nhuwng khé ma néi rang ching tdi hoan toan binh tinh khi cham mét & nha
Hidaka. Sy that 1a nhirng ldc t6i d&€n nha ho, thwong 1a cd &y dang di vang.
Co6 1€ cb Ay tranh mat. CS the n6i thé nay thi hoi vo cdm, nhung né€u ¢ Yy
khoéng gdp tai nan, roi quan hé gitra t6i va vor chong Hidaka cling s€ két
thic thoi.”



Nonoguchi Osamu binh than néi. Sy b6i rdi ban ndy ciling bi€n ma't. To6i
quan sat vé mat d6 va cd xdc dinh xem c6 th€ tin cau chuyén dé dén dau.
Anh ta khdng c6 vé 1a dang n6i d&i. Nhwng lai qua di€ém tinh d€nh mat ty
nhién.

“Ngoai tap d€, chung td1 con phat hién s¢1 day chuyén va gidy dang ki du
lich & nha cua thdy. Hai thé d6 ciling c6 lién quan dén c6 Hidaka Hatsumi
nhi?”

Anh ta gat dau tredre ciu hoi cta toi.

“Co6 Tan ching t6i nghi mu6n di du lich cung nhau va da ti€n trién dén
triedre khi dang ki. Nhwng rd't cude cling khong di.”

“Tai sao?”

“V1i da chia tay. Puvong nhién la vay roi.”

“So1i1 day chuyeén thi sao?”

“Nhuw ¢6 Tan cdu suy dodn thdi, tdi dinh tidng c6 8y. Rot cudc cling bé k&
hoach.”

“Ngoai nhirng thir d6, con c¢6 d6 ki niém gi cua cd Hidaka Hatsumi
khong?”

Nonoguchi Osamu suy nghi mét lic r'oi tra loi.

“Trong ti quan 4o c6 treo mot cdi ca vat hoa ti€t hoa 14 cach diéu. b6 la
qua c6 &y tang t6i. Con c6 tach tra sir Meissen trong ti chén bat, c6 Ay
dung moi khi d&€n nha t6i. La @6 ching tdi cung di d€n tiém de€ Iya mua.”

“Tén cwa tiém?”

“T6i nh¢ ti€ém & Ginza nhwng khong nhé tén hay dia di€m.”

Sau khi x4ac nhéan cdnh sat Makimura da ghi chép nhtrng ndi dung trén, toi
héi Nonoguchi Osamu.

“Cho d&n gior thy van khong the quén ¢d Hidaka Hatsumi phai khong?”

“Khong. Chuyén xwa roi.”

“Vay tai sao thy van ci't gitt can thin nhirng mén d6 ki niém d6?”

“Can than 1a do cdc c4u suy dién thoi. Chi don gidn 1a chwa xt& 1y, va ci
th& thoi gian tréi qua mat.”

“Tam hinh cting vy sao? Théy dinh n6i tA'm hinh d6 cling 1a quén khong
vt nén dung lam thé danh da'u sich ma’y nam nay?”

C6 vé Nonoguchi Osamu khong nghi ra cau tra 1. Bang ching 14 anh ta
noi thé nay.



“Thoi, céc clu clr ty do twdng twgng theo y minh di. Tém lai, chuyén nay
khong lién quan gi d€n vu an hét.”

“T6i nhéc lai, viéc phan dodn 12 clia ching tdi.”

Cudi cung, t6i con mdt viéc can xac nhan. B6 la cdi chét do tai nan cia
Hidaka Hatsumi. T6i hoi anh ta nghi th&€ nao.

“Cau hdi t6i nghi thé nao thi ciing chju. Chi ¢6 th€ tra loi 1a t6i da rat
buon, ra't soc.”

“Né&u vdy, chic thay da ra't han Sekikawa?”

“Sekikawa? Ai vay?”

“Thay khong bi€t sao? Ho tén day du l1a Sekikawa Tatsuo. Ciling phai
trng nghe qua r'oi ch?”

“T6i khong biét. Chwa ting nghe.”

Sau khi x4c nhan anh ta rat chic chén, t6i quyé&t dinh dwa ra 1o gidi.

“Tén nguwoi tai x€& xe tai dd’y. Ngwoi da can chét c6 Hatsumi.”

Nonoguchi ¢é vé nhw bi ba't ngo'.

“Vay sao... Anh ta t€n nhw viy a.”

“Thay khong biét, vy chic khong cim hin gi may nhi?”

“Chi 1a khong nho tén thoi. Buong nhién sao ma khong cdm han dworc.
Nhuwng c¢6 cam han bao nhiéu di ntra, ¢6 &'y cling chang sdng lai dworc.”

bén day, toi quy€t dinh dé€ cip dén diéu da nghe twr Hidaka Rie.

“Chaalng phai vi thdy nghi 1a ty sat nén khong th€ cam han nguoi tai x€&
sao?”

Thét ra, hinh nhw anh ta chi néi “khdng don thuan la tai nan” nhung t6i
cd tinh dung tw “tw sat”.

Nonoguchi tron mit.

“Tai sao cau lai n61 the™?”

“Vi t6i nghe bao thdy da néi v&i ngwoi nao dé nhw vay.”

C6 vé anh ta da nghi ra “nguwoi nao d6” 12 ai.

“Cho du la c6 n6i di nwra thi cling chi thoang nghi r'oi budt miéng thoi.
T6i cong nhan minh hoi ba't can, nhwng ciu cir quan trong hdéa nhw vay thi
phién day.”

“Du chi 1a thodng nghi, tdi van ra’t td md vé cén c clia nd.”

“To6i quén r'oi. By gior bao gidi thich vé can clr ciia tirng cu, ting chir
noi khi xwa, n€u 1a cau, cu ciing khong bi€t 1am sao ding khong?”



“Thoi, toi nght r'oi thay s€ dwoc hdi ki vE viéc nay.”

T6i roi phong bénh nhung cdm thdy da gét hdi du thanh qua. Chic chin
Nonoguchi Osamu cho rang cdi chét ctia Hidaka Hatsumi la do tu sét.

Ch:%lng bao lau sau khi quay v€ tru s¢ diéu tra, ching t6i nhan dwgc li€n
lac tir Hidaka Rie. Hanh 1y tr Canada da dén. Trong d6 c¢6 bang video dung
de thu thap tai li€éu ctia Hidaka Kunihiko. T6i quyét dinh di ngay.

“Béang video trong hanh 1y chi ¢6 chwng nay.”

No6i roi Hidaka Rie bay trén ban bay cudn bang video loai 8mm. Ta't ca
déu la bang dung d¢€ ghi hinh trong mdt ti€ng dong h'6.

T6i cdm ting cudn bang 1€n xem thir. VO hop chi dwgre danh s6” tte mot
dén bdy, khong c¢6 tiéu dé gi ca. Coé 1€ voi Hidaka, nhw vay cling du hi€u.

T6i thir hdi ¢6 &y da xem qua ndi dung chwa. Hidaka Rie bao chwa xem.

“To1 tha'y ghé ghé thé’ nao 8y, nén...”

b6 1aly 1€ cua cd Ay. Cling c6 the' né ghé that.

T6i thi d€ nghi c6 &y cho mwon mot thoi gian. Cé &y dong .

“That ra, c6 mdt thr t6i nghi nén cho ma’y anh xem.”

“La gi vay?”

“Cai nay.” Hidaka Rie noi va ddt 1én ban mot hop gi&y hinh vuéng kich
co’ gan bang hop com hop.

“N6 nam l4n trong quan 4o cia chong tdi. T6i khong nhé ¢é thir niy, nén
c6 1€ ch'ong t6i da bd vao.”

“Toi xin phép xem qua.” T6i ndi va kéo cdi hop lai, m¢ nip. Trong d6 c6
mot con dao dwoc boc trong bao ni 16ng. Can dao lam bang nhya, lwoi dao
dai khoang 20 centimét. Cam chung v&i ca boc ni 16ng thi kha ning.

Tbi hoi Hidaka Rie day 12 con dao gi. Co &y lac dau.

“T6i khong biét nén mdi cho cdc anh xem. Lau nay t6i chwa ting thdy
no, ciing chwa tirng nghe chdng t6i ndi gi.”

T6i quan sat bé mat con dao qua 1&p boc ni 16ng. C6 vé khong phai 1a dao
moi.

T6i tht héi Hidaka Kunihiko ¢6 tirng di leo ndi khong. C6 &Yy tra 1o theo
nhw c6 &y bi€t thi khong.

T6i quyét dinh dem con dao nay veé tru s diéu tra.

Quay Ve s&, vai ngwoi ching t6i chia nhau tim hi€u ndi dung ma’y cuén
bang. Cudn bang td6i xem c6 ndi dung vé nghé thu cong truyén théng &



Kyoto, dic biét 1a vai Nishijin. Cudn bang quay canh nhirng ngwoi tho dét
vai theo phwong thirc truyén thong va doi s6ng thwong ngay cia ho. Thinh
thodng c6 giong nhd ti€ng thuyé&t minh, chéc 12 giong ctia Hidaka Kunihiko.
Cudn bang dai mot tieng dwoc quay gan tdm mwoi phéan tram, phéan con lai
khong ghi gi.

Theo 1o cha cac diéu tra vién khéac thi nhirng cu6n bang con lai ciing
trong tw. C6 18 phai k&t luan rang ching chi don thuin dege ding véi muc
dich 18y tw liéu. Chiing t6i trao doi chéo cac cudn bang, tua nhanh xem lai,
nhung van chi ¢6 &n twong d6.

Tai sao Nonoguchi Osamu lai hdi Rie vé nhu’ng cudn bang cua Hidaka
Kunihiko? Chang 1€ ¢6 quay veé thir g1 mang y nghia to 1on d&i véi anh ta?
Nhung chiing t6i khong tim dwgc gi ¢6 vé lién quan t&i Nonoguchi trong
bay cudn bang da xem.

C6 vé chiing tdi da suy dodn nham, khong khi tha't vong bit d4u lan ra.
Nhwng ding lic d6, mot thong tin ba't ngo dwoe giri dé€n tir phong gidm
dinh. T6i da nho phong giam dinh ki€m tra con dao kia.

Noi dung tém lwgc ban bdo cdo nhw sau.

“Phan lwdi dao hoi mon, ¢6 dau vét da st dung nhi€u [4n. Tuy nhién
chua ting dinh mdu. Phidn cdn ¢6 nhiéu da'u van tay. K&t qua phan tich cho
tha’y tat ca déu la cia Nonoguchi Osamu.”

Purong nhién, day 1a thong tin dang chu y. Nhwng ching t61 khong nghi
ra nOi phai giai thich vé viéc nay nhw thé nao. Tai sao Hidaka Kunihiko lai
bao quan con dao ¢6 dau van tay ctia Nonoguchi Osamu nhw mot méon d6
quy gid? Va tai sao lai gitt bi mat v&i cd vor minh 1a Rie?

Ciing c6 cdch 1a hoéi chinh Nonoguchi, nhwng phwong an dé da bi gat bo.
Ta't ca diéu tra vién d€u c6 dw cam con dao chinh la con bai tdy budc anh ta
noi1 1én sy that.

Ngay hom sau, ching t6i lai ¢6 lién lac tiv Hidaka Rie. C6 &y tim thém
dwo'c mot cudn bang.

Chung t61 voi va dén 18y cudn bang do.

“Cac anh hay xem cai nay.”

Moén d6 ¢ &y dwa ra trede tién 1a mot cudn sach. Cudn ti€u thuyét Da
quang trung toi teng nhan tw cd &Y.

“Cudn sich nay co6 gi...”

“Anh tht m& bia sach ra di.”



To6i dit ngdn tay 1én bia sach theo 1oi ¢6 &y. Canh sat Makimura di cing
thot Ieén, “A!”

Ruodt sach da bi khoét va bén trong la mdt cudn bang. Hét nhw ti€u thuyét
trinh tham thud xwa.

“Chi c6 cudn nay la nim trong thing hanh 1y khic vé&i nhitng sach vé
khéc.”

Hidaka Rie noi.

Chéc chin Hidaka Kunihiko di cit gidu cudn bing ndy vdi y d'6 nao do.
Ti€c ré khoang thoi gian quay lai tru s diéu tra, ching tdi quyét dinh xem
cuon bang ngay tai day.

Hién 1én man hinh la canh khu vwron va ctra so tung thd'y qua. D6 1a nha
Hidaka, Hidaka Rie thi dwong nhién r'6i, nhung ca ching tdi cling nhén ra.
Hinh nhw deoc quay vao budi dém, hinh anh cyc ki tdi.

G6c man hinh hién day s6 chi ngay thang. Thang Mwoi hai ctia bay nam
treorc.

T6i ch'om 1én, cho’ xem rdt cudc chuyén gi s€ xay ra. Nhung man hinh
chi ti€p tuc chi€u canh vwon va ctra s6. Khong cé gi thay doi, khong cé ai
xua't hién.

“Hay tua nhanh di?”

Piing ldc canh sat Makimura néi vay.

Man hinh xuét hién mét bong ngwoi.



5: THU NHAN
Ghi chép caa Nonoguchi Osamu

Lan ti€p theo canh sit Kaga d&€n phong bénh, c6 1€ cdu ta da tim ra ta't ca
cu trd 1oi. That ra nhing ngdy nay toi van ludn nghi the”. Xem phong thdi
lam viéc tir tredc d&€n nay cua cdu ta, toi da dw doan nhw vay. Thuc si, cau
ta dang ti€n gan d&€n sy that mot cach chinh xac, khong chit so’ hé va bﬁng
tdc dd nhanh chéng dén ngac nhién. Toi luén nghe thdy ti€ng bwdc chin
ciu ta dang dé€n gan. Dac biét twr khi bi€t m&i quan hé v&i Hidaka Hatsumi
da bi phat hién, toi da phan nao chuan bj tam ly. Toi da bd cudc phan nira,
ring c6 18 khong thé tron tranh dwoc nita. CAu ta sic sdo hon tdi twdng.
That ki la khi tdi lai n6i diéu ndy, nhwng tdi cho rang ciu ta bd nghé gido,
chon cong viéc hién nay 12 ra't ding dén.

Canh sat Kaga xudt hién & phong bénh, dem theo hai chirng ctr. Mét 1a
con dao, hai 1a cuon bang video. BPang ngac nhién la hinh nhw cudn bang da
ndm trong cudn sach Dg quang tring bi khoét rudt bén trong. Toi nghi,
ding 1a manh khée ki€u Hidaka. Va mot [an nira cam tha’y sy dang s¢’ cla
ciu ta. N&u dy khong phai Da quang tring ma 1a cudn sach khéc, thi chic
chin dil 12 canh sit Kaga ciing s& khong nhin ra dwoc sy that mot cach dé
dang dén vay.

“Hay giai thich v€ ndi dung trong cudn bang nay. Néu muén xem thir toi
s€ mwon dau mdy va ti vi cua bénh vién.”

Co ban, nhirng gi canh sit Kaga néi chi ¢c6 vdy. Nhwng d€ khi€n t6i néi
toan bd sy that thi chi nhw vy la da. Vi n€u t6i khong néi sy that, khong ai
c6 th€ giai thich ndi dung cudn bang d6. Hinh anh dwoc quay lai trong d6
ba't thwong d€n mirc nhw vay.

Du vy, tdi van thir chdng ch& mot cach vo ich, tiee 1a khong trd 1o bat ki
diéu gi. Nhung t6i hi€u ngay viéc d6 hau nhw khdong c6 y nghia gi ca. Vi
nhw biét trede tdi sé im lidng, canh sit Kaga bit dau néi 1én suy dodn cia
minh. Pang ngac nhién Ia trir nhitng ti€u ti€t, gan nhw ta't cd déu ding va&i
sy that. Ngoai ra, cau ta con ndoi thém.

“Nhirng gi toi n6i, cho d&n thoi di€m nay van chi 1a twdng twong. Nhung
chuing t6i dy dinh dya vao day d€ dwa ra két luan vé dong co’ pham t6i [an
nay. C6 Tan thay da néi roi nhi, ddng co sao cling dwge, canh sat ci tly y
quyé€t dinh. Cau tra loi chinh 1a budi néi chuyén hom nay.”

DPiing la ldc trede t6i da néi nhirng loi ¢6 y nghia nhw vdy. Khong phai
dua ma ra't that long. Toi nghi n€u phai ndi Iy do thyc sy gi€t hai Hidaka



Kunihiko, thi tha ¢ theo cau chuyén ho néi nhw that dé cho roi.

Lic d&Yy, toi c6 ndim mo ciing khong ngd canh sat Kaga lai tim ra dwoce 1y
do thyc sw, nén dwong nhién cing chwa nghi ra cdch doi pho thich hop
trong treong hop do.

“Xem ra t6i thua roi.” Toi n6i. Toi c& gdng néi that cham réi, khong d€'16
st hon loan. Han canh sat Kaga ciing hi€u t6i chi dang manh mié€ng.

“C6 the’ k€ cho tdi nghe khong?” Canh sat Kaga hai.

“Xem ra chi con cich dé. To6i c¢6 im lang thi cdu ciing s€ trinh 1€n tda dn
ciu chuyén bay gio’ nhw 1a sy that ma ding khéng?”

“Dung vay.”

“Vay thi t6i nén khai cang chinh xac cang t6t. Lam vy tdi cling thoai mai
hon.”

“Suy dodn cua t6i c6 phan nao sai sao?”

“Khong, hdau nhw khong. Cau tai that day. C6 diéu, tdi mudn bd sung
thém vai di€éu. Cung la van deé lién quan dé€n danh dug.”

“Danh dy cda thay sao?”

“Khong.” T61 18¢c d4u va ti€p tuc nodi. “Danh dy cua Hidaka Hatsumi.”

Canh sat Kaga gat git ¢6 vé théa mén v&i cau trd 1o cda toi. Sau d6 ciu ta
bao dong nghiép di cung chuan bi ghi lai.

“Khoan da.” Té6i n6i. “Nhat dinh phai 1am theo hinh thirc nay sao?”

“Y thay 1a...?”

“Cau chuyén hoi dai mot chit, ma c¢6 may phan tdi mudn sip xé&p lai
trong dau. Néu nghi sao noi vay, khong truyén dat dwoc y dung thi ciing
phién.”

“Nha't dinh t6i sé cho thay doc ban ghi chép.”

“To61 bi€t, nhung tdi cling c6 chut cau n¢. T61 da nghi khi tha nhin s€
dung chinh tt ngtr cia minh d€’ke’ lai.”

Cénh sat Kaga im 1dng mdt chit r'oi ndi.

“Ttc 1a thay s€ vi€t bién ban thd nhan cho ching t6i?”

“Neéu dwoc cho phép thi t6i mudn lam vay.”

“T6i hiéu roi. The thi cling ti€n cho chuing tdi. Ma't khoang bao 1au?”

“Chung mot ngay 1a toi viet xong.”

Cénh sat Kaga li€c nhin dong h'6 deo tay va néi, “Chiéu mai t6i s€ dén.”
R'6i ciu ta dirng day.



Chuyén la nhw vay, nén gio’ diy tdi dang vi€t bién ban thd nhan thé nay.
C6 1€ day 1a Tan cudi cluing t6i vi€t nhirng dong chir mach lac nhw vy vé&i
muc dich cho nguoi khac doc. N6i cach khac, ddy 1a tdc pham cudi cung.
Khi nghi nhw vay, t6i da tw nhi khéng dwoe phép so sdy trong ting cau
chir, nhung tiéc 1a ¢6 vé khong du da thoi gian d€ trau chud't céch dién dat.

Nhw da nhiéu '4n ndi v&i canh sat Kaga, toi gap lai Hidaka Kunihiko vao
bay nidm trudre. Lic dd'y Hidaka dd ra mét v&i tw cdch nha vin. To6i nghi d6
1a hai ndm sau khi ciu &y dat gidi thwdng nha vin méi cia mot nha xud't
ban no, da ra dworc mot tuyén tap truyén ngin c tdc phadm doat gidi va ba
ti€u thuy€t nhiéu tap. Toéi con nhé lic d6 ciu &y dwge danh gid 1a mét nha
vin tré trién vong. C6 diéu, khi mot nha viin mdi ra sach thi chic chin nha
xud't ban s€ ca tung nhw vay.

Vi choi v&i nhau tir nhd nén t6i ludn d€ y doi theo tir ldc ciu Ay ra mit.
Tuy phuc cdu ay giodi, nhwng tdi cling khong theé phi nhan minh cé phian
ghen tj. B&i lic &Yy, t6i cling da 4p u gid’c mo tré’ thanh nha van.

That ra ter nhd, t6i va Hidaka da ting nhiéu [an néi voi nhau vé mo wéc
nhw vady. Ca hai chiing t6i d€u thich sdch, phat hién cuén nao hay ho lién
chi cho nhau biét r'6i d6i bén trao doi sach. Cau ta la ngwoi cho toi biét sy
thd vi cia Sherlock Holmes va Lupin. D06 lai, t6i da gidi thi€u Jules Verne
cho cau aYy.

Hidaka thwong néi mu6n thir viét nhieng truyén thi vi nhw vay, va khong
ngan ngai néi ra miéng ring 16n 1én mudn trd thanh nha vin. T6i khong
tuyén b6’ manh dan nhw cu &y nhung cling n6i dé 1a nghé nghi€p déng
nguong ma.

V&i hoan canh nhw vay, hin céc anh cling hi€u tai sao tdi lai hoi ghen ti
khi bi dan trwedc. Toi thAm chi con khong ¢6 dwge budc dém nao d€ trd
thanh nha van.

Nhung du gi nguoi ban than trong qua khir cling da dat dwore thanh cong,
nén khong c¢an néi, 1ong ting hd van manh hon ca. Véi lai, téi nghi ring day
cling 1a co’ hdi cho minh. Vi thong qua Hidaka, biét dau toi ¢ thé€ két ndi
voi ngueoi trong nganh xud't ban.

V&i tinh todn do, that ra toi rat mudn di gdp ciu &y ngay, nhung t6i doan
véi ngudi vira ra mét, cho dii 12 sy khich 1é cia ban than thud nhd di nira
chic chin ciing chi gy phién phitc ma thdi. Trong mdt thoi gian dai, toi
quyét dinh Ging ho bang hinh thirc doc s4ch, tap chi ¢6 tdc pham ciia ciu 4.

Va nho ¢6 ciu Ay lam dong Iyc ma t6i cling quy&t tAm nd lyc séng tdc
nghiém chinh. Thoi sinh vién, t6i da tieng viét truyén cing may nguoi ban.



Ciing bét dau tr khi d6 t6i mdi viét ti€u thuyét.

To6i ¢6 vai y twdng ap G bao 1au nay. Téi quyét dinh chon tw trong s6 y
trdng dé va bit dau viét vé dé thi ngwdi tho 1am phdo hoa. Ngay canh nha
toi ¢ ngwoi ther lam phdo hoa sinh s6ng, h6i 1¢p Nam hay 1&p Sdu, toi
thwong sang d6 choi. T6i nhd d6 1a mdt 6ng 1do khoang bdy muoi tudi.
Nhurng cau chuyén li€n quan d€n nghé lam phdo hoa cua 6ng &y vO clng
thd vi, t6i khong bao gio quén dwoe. Va tdi ndy ra y nghi s€ phat tri€n
nhirng ciu chuyén dé thanh ti€u thuyét. Toi nghi dé€n cot truyén mdt ngwoi
dan 6ng binh thwrong, tr mot chuyén ngiu nhién tré nén say swa vdi viée
lam phdo hoa va quyét dinh vi€t. Ddom lira tron 1a nhan d€ tdi dat cho tac
pham do.

Pau duoc hai ndm sidng tic nhw vay thi td1 quy€t dinh vi€t thw cho
Hidaka. N6i dung la t6i da doc ta't ca cac tac pham cua cdu tir ngay dau dén
nay, t6i ung hd cau, cd 1én nhé. Va t6i con viét thém mudn gap ciu &y mot
Tan.

Bat ngo 1a t6i nhan dwgc h'6i am ngay sau do. A khong, néi h'6i am thi
hoi ki. Cu 4y da goi dién d&n chd toi. Trong thw, t6i da viét sd” dién thoai
nha.

Ciu 2y vO cung xuc dong va hoai ni€ém. Nghi lai, [an cudi chung t61 n6i
chuyén thong tha v&i nhau la tw thoi cap hai.

“Nghe me tdi néi Nonoguchi da tré thanh gido vién. Cong viéc on dinh
vay tot qua. Toi thi khong ¢6 lwong 1an thwdng, nén ngay nao cling nhw
ngay nay, khong bi€t ngay mai ra sao.”

Sau khi néi nhw vay, Hidaka cwoi sang khodi. Ciu &y néi vay, duong
nhién 1a do cdm gidc minh hon ngwdi nhung t6i khong dén ndi khé chiu.

Viéc gap nhau tr¢ thanh hién thyc qua I'an dién thoai d6. Chiing t6i hen
nhau tai mot quan nwdc & Shinjuku, sau d6 dung bira & mdt nha hang
Trung Hoa. T6i twr treong dén nén mdc vét, con cdu &y mac do bu dong,
quién jeans. Téi nhé minh da ngwong mo, hanh nghé tw do ¢6 khac.

Ching t6i 6n lai chuyén cii, nhic d&n nhirng ngudi ban chung ctia nhau,
cudi cung chuyén sang d€ tai veé ti€u thuyét cua Hidaka. Khi bié€t t6i da doc
ta't ca tdc pham clia minh that, Hidaka cé vé rd't ngac nhién. Theo 10 cdu
ay, cd nhirng bién tdp vién d€n dé nghij lam viéc cling c6 phan ntra 1a gan
nhw chwa doc tdc pham cfia ciu &y. That ba't ngo.

CAu Ay van dang vui vé tro chuyén thi mit lai hoi sa $Am khi t6i nhic d&n
tinh trang ban sach.



“Pat giadi thwedng nha van mdi cla tap chi ti€u thuy&t khong da de sach
béan chay dau. Tac pham phai tréd thanh @€ tai ban tin m&i dwoce. Ciing cling
giai thwedng nhwng néu 1a gidi 1o thi chuyén da khac r'6i.”

T6i da nghi dat dwgrc mo woe tré thanh nha van r'oi vy ma cling vat va
qua.

Sau nay nghi lai, c6 1& ldc d6 Hidaka d giip phdi bitc twrong chin trén con
dwong ti€p tuc sw nghiép nha van. Pay chinh la giai doan khing hodng nhi?
Va dwong nhw ciu &y chwa tim ra cach d€ khac phuc diéu d6. Pwong nhién
lic d6 toi cling khong bi€t ca nhirng chuyén nhw vay.

T6i néi v&i cau &y la that ra minh cling dang viét ti€u thuyét. Va t6i cling
12y hé&t can dam tho 16 rang mudn ra sach vao mdt ngay nao do.

“Cau ¢6 tac pham nao hoan thanh r6i khong?” Cau &y hdi.

A, néi mic c& chtr t6i dang viét tic pham dau tién thoi. Dy kién con
chit ntra 1a xong.”

”Vay viét xong thi dem qua t6i. To6i doc, thdy dwgrc s€ gidi thiéu bién tap
vién to1 quen cho.”

“That sao? Hidaka néi vay t6i thdy cé ddng lwc vi€t hon han. Khong
quen bi€t ai nén t6i da dinh g dw thi gidi nha van moi & dau do6 roi.”

“MAYy cdi gidi nha vin m&i gi d6 phién 1dm, khong tham dw con hon.
Chuwa k€ y&€u t& may rai cao. C6 khi tdc pham hay ma gap tring nguwoi doc
so’ tuy€n khong hgp gu thi bi danh rét ngay tw vong loai &y chir.”

“T61 c6 nghe may chuyén do.”

“Dung chwra? Cho nén dwa tryc ti€p bi€n tap vién la nhanh nha't.” Hidaka
noi day tw tin.

Hom do6, t6i hira khi nao vi€t xong tac pham s€ lién lac ngay, r'oi chia tay
cau aYy.

Vi muyc tiéu cuy thé da c6 nén thdi do cam but cua t6i cling thay doi. Hon
mot nam lirng khirng méi viét dwoe ching mot nivra, nhwng tr ngay gap
Hidaka, trong mét thang t6i da hoan thanh tic pham. Mot ti€u thuyét ngan,
dai chung mot tram ma’y chuc trang gid’y ban thao.

Tbi lién lac vé&i Hidaka, néi ring di viét xong, mudn nho ciu 4y doc.
Cau ay bao gwri bang dwong buwu dién nén toi copy ra va gui dé€n cho ciu
dy. Sau d6 chi viéc cho cau &y tra loi. K€ tr hom dady, t6i di day ciing
khong gitr dugre binh tinh.

Mai ciing khong c6 lién lac gi tw Hidaka. T6i nghi c6 1€ cdu &y ban nén
khong goi dién hdi thic ngay. Nhung trong dau t6i dan twdng twong ra



diém g&, ring c6 khi ndo tdc pham té qud khién Hidaka bdi rdi, khong biét
phai lam sao.

‘Guri ban thao di dwge hon mot thang, t6i quy€t dinh goi dién thir. Cau &y
bét dién thoai va céu tra loi khién t6i tha't vong & mot nghia khac. Cau &y
van chwa doc.

“Xin 16i. T6i dang ket mot viée hoi ric rdi nén chua c6 thoi gian.”

Cau &y da ndi vay thi t6i cling khdng c6 loi nao d€ dap tra.

“T6i khong sao dau, khdng gap. Truedc mat Hidaka ctr 1am tdt viéc cia
minh di.” Ngwoece lai, toi ndi nhirng loi khich 1€.

“That xin 16i. Gidi quyé&t xong viéc nay toi s& doc ngay. To6i chi m&i doc
luGt phidn dau, chuyén k& vé ngwoi the lam phéo hoa nhi?”

“U.”

“Cau nho ra 6ng 1o sdng canh dén r'éi vi€t phai khong?”

Hidaka cling nh¢& 6ng 130 1am phdo hoa. “Ping vay.” Téi tra loi.

“T6i cling thA'y hoai niém, mudn doc lién 18m nhwng chwa thu x&p
dworc...”

“Qéng viéc cau noi kéo dai dén ldc nao?”

“U thi c6 18 khodng chirng mdt thang nira. Tém lai, doc xong toi s€ lién
lac ngay.”

“U, vay nho cau. «

Sau khi cip dién thoai, t6i da nghi cong viéc vi€t lach qua that vat va.
Theoi di€m nay toi van chwa hé ¢6 chiit nghi ngo d61 voi Hidaka.

Sau d6, mot thdng troi qua van khong ¢6 lién lac tir ciu 4y. Tuy nghi
bung hdi thic hoai s€ gdy phién nhwng t6i muén nghe cam twdng cia cau
&y vé tac pham cang s'm cang td't, nén da khong kim dwoc ma goi dién.

“Xin 101, t6i van chwa doc.” CAu trd 10 clia ciu 4y lai khi€n t6i thi't vong.
“Cong viéc kéo dai day dwa, cau cho t6i thém chit nira dwore khdng?”

“Cling dwore nhung...” That long, t6i rat khG tdm khi phai ti€p tuc cho
doi. Vi vy, toi da néi thé” nay, “Né&u Hidaka ban qud thi c6 th€ gidi thi¢u
ngwoi nao d6 xem gium t6i dwoec khong? Bién tip vién chang han...”

Thé 1a ngay 14p tirc, ciu &y doi giong.

“Chuyén da’y thi kh()ng dworc. Toi kh()ng muon ép ho khi thdm chi chwa
bi€t ndi dung th& ndo, ho ban 1&m. Hon nira bon ho thu’O’ng ngay da pha1
lam viéc v&i khong bi€t bao nhiéu ban thao chang ra gi roi. Du s€ gioi



thiéu cho ai di ntra, t6i cling mudn doc qua tred'c mot Tan. Néu thdy toi
khong dang tin thi toi s€ gii trd cau ban thao ngay cling dworc.”

Bi néi nhw vay, t6i that khong bi€t phai dap lai thé nao.

“Y tdi khong phai vdy. Chi 1a tha'y Hidaka va't va qud nén nghi néu c6
nguwoi khac thi...”

“Tiéc 1a khong ¢6 ngwoi nao doc ti€u thuyét ctia dan nghiép duw mot cach
can than dau. Pung lo, t6i s€ ¢6 trach nhiém doc cho ciu ma. Toi hira.”

“Véy a, vay nho’ cau da’y.” R'6i tdi cip may.

Nhwng phai néi la ding nhw dy dodn, hai tuan tréi qua cling khdng c6
lién lac gi twr ciu Ay. T6i lai goi dién v&i tAm 1y s€ bi cdu gat.

“To61 dang dinh goi dién cho cau day.” Cau &y né1 nhuw viy. Giong noi ¢cd
vé lanh lung sao d6 nén t6i ho'i lo lang.

“Cau doc giup toi roia?”

“Um. M¢i doc cdch day khong 1au.”

Toi ¢ ging kidm ché’, khdng hdi “Vay tai sao khdng goi cho toi ngay?”
ma chi thir hdi vé danh gid tac pham, “Cau thd’y sao?”

“Um, vé chuyén dé...” Ciu &y im lidng vai gidy roi néi, “Néi qua dién
thoai khong truyén tai dwgrc hét y. Hay cdu dé€n nha t6i? T6i mudn thong
tha ban bac voi ciu.”

T6i hoi phan van trede nhitng 1o d6. Ban than t6i tred'e hét chi mudn
héi tac pham c6 thu vi hay khong. Cam giac bi quay nhu chong chong vay.
Nhung cdu &y ¢& tinh moi d€n nha néi chuyén, chirng t6 da doc rat nghiém
tic. Tuy cé chit cang thang nhwng t6i van noi sé dén.

Vay la ching t6i da quy€t dinh hen gap & nha ciu &y. Thoi di€m do, toi
khong tai nao dy doan dwoc, chuyén viéng tham nha ciu ay s€ giy anh
hwdng 1on dén cude doi tdi sau d6 nhw thé nao.

Theoi gian nay ciu Ay vira m&i mua cidn nha hién gio. Tuy chd tién tiét
kiém tw thoi lam nhan vién van phong ¢6 vé cling kha, nhwng ¢6 1€ phian
1on 1a nho khoi tai san cha cau &y d€ lai. Cha cdu &y mat hai nam trudc
d6. May la sau ddy cdu @y tré thanh nha van an khach, né€u khong cam giac
can nha d6 that khdng twong xirng voi ciu ay.

To61 dem theo chai Scotch 1am qua dén tham nha ciu Y.

Hidaka dén toi trong b d6 thé thao. Bén canh ciu &y 1a Hatsumi.

Bay gio nghi lai, ¢6 1& d6 1a ti€ng sét 4i tinh. Khodnh khic nhin thay co
'y, toi cam tha’y diéu gi d6 nhw mdt ni€ém cam hirng. N6 gidng nhw mot ki



trc 4o giéc Puong nhién d6 1a Ian dau tién to1 gﬁp 6 dy. V1 vay, n6i chinh
x4c thi c6 thé' do6 la cam glac nhw gdp dugc ngu’0’1 nao dé da dwgce dinh sin
1a s& giip trong doi. Tdi ctt nhin chdm cham cd &y, khong thd't 1én dwoc 10
nao mot ldac 1au.

Nhung c6 vé Hidaka khong nhén thdy sy dao dong trong long t6i. Cau ay
dan Hatsumi pha ca phé&, con ban than thi dan t6i dé€n phong lam viéc.

Toi da ki vong s& bit dau néi chuyén lién quan d&n tdc pham ngay, nhung
mai cdu &y khéng vao dé tai chinh, cr néi vé nhitng sy kién trén thé” gioi,
roi hoi thim cdng vi€c cua t6i. Sau khi Hatsumi dem ca phé d€n, ciu ta van
ti€p tuc néi nhirng chuyén chang li€n quan gi.

Cudi cung, t0i sdt rudt hoi. “Vay tdc pham cia t6i sao r6i? N&u khong
dwoc, ciu clr noi thang

Thé 1a vé mit twoi cweoi ndy gior bi€n ma't, cudi cing cdu &y mdi ndi cam
teong.

“Khong phai 12 tdc pham toi. D¢ tai xem ra khd tot 1a ding khac.”

“Khong to61, nhu’ng cling khong t5t... Y cau 1a vay?”

Um noi thang thi vdy. Van chwra thd’y dwoe di€m ¢6 the thu hit doc gia.
Dai loai 1a nguyén liéu thi t6t nhwng phrong phip ché€ bi€n sai [am.”

“Vay cu thé’ di€m nao khong dwoc?”

“Um, nhan vat khong cé sirc hit. Va tai sao khong c6 sirc hiit thi ¢6 the
do cau chuyén qua gay gon.”

“Y c4u la qud an toan?”

“Piing vay.” Va cdu Ay ti€p tuc ndi th& nay. “Toi nghi l1a tac pham cla
ngwoi nghiép dw thi t6t. Vin phong 6n, b6 cuc day dd. Nhung thi€u stc
hap dan n€u Ia tac pham cta dan chuyén nghiép. Chi hay thdi thi khong
thanh san pham dwoc.”

Tuy da chuan bj tinh than & mot mirc ndo da’y, nhwng t6i van rat that
vong tredrc danh gid cua cau &y. Néu c¢6 khuyét di€ém rod rang thi chi can
stra cho d6 la dwoec, dang nay hay nhung khong c6 siec hap dan thi toi
khong bi€t phdi lam sao. Vi néi cach khac, diéu dé c6 nghia “co ban la
khong c6 tai”.

“Vay ctr phat huy dé tai nay nhwng nghi cach vi€t khac?” Tuy vay, toi
van khong nan 1ong, thir hoéi ciu &y phwong an veé sau.

Hidaka ldc d4u.

“Clr bam vao mot dé tai thi khong tdt. Chuyén vé nguoi thg 1am phéo
hoa nay tam thoi bd trang thi hon. N&u khong, ciu sé ldp lai sai Iam. Toéi



khuyén ciu nén vi€t vé d€ tai hoan toan khac.”

Tdi cam tha’y 1o khuyén cta cdu Ay vo cling ding dén.

To6i hoi cau ay liu c6 the doc gitip toi [an nra khong néu t6i vi€t truyén
khdc dem dé&n. CAu 4%y bao rat sin long.

Ngay sau d6, téi da bat tay vao viét tdc phdm tiep theo. Nhung thuc t&
khong nhr mong mudn. Tac pham dau tién tdi da viét say swa quén ca troi
dat nhwng tac pham thr hai, t6i d€ y qua nhiéu dén ti€u ti€t, cé lic ngdi ca
ti€ng ddng h'6 chi d&€ chon mot céch dién dat nao d6. C6 vé nguyén nhan
clia viéc nay 1a do tdi qud ban tim vé ddc gid. Toi bat dau viét tic phadm
dau tién khong véi muc dich cho ai d6 doc nhung voi tdc pham Ian nay, c6
modt doc gid t€n Hidaka. O’ mot nghia nao dd, viéc nay khi€n toi tré nén e
de. Mot Tan ntra t6i y thiee dwore quan tdm dén ddc gia 1a viéc vat va th&
ndo. Va c6 1& sy khic biét gitra nghiép dw va chuyén nghiép nim & diém
nay.

Vi Iy do da'y ma tdc pham thit hai kh4 triic tric, nhung trong khodng thori
gian d6, t6i thwong dén nha Hidaka. Vira 1a ban be thud nho, lai cing choi
voi nhau nén ching toi lai mo6t Ian nira 1am ban. Toi dac biét thich tha voi
viéc dwgc nghe mot nha van dwong thoi tro chuyén, con Hidaka han cling
c6 lgi khi dwoc ti€p xdc voi ngwoi ngoai. Vi ciu ay twng the 16 k€ tw khi
tré thanh nha van, ciu 4y ¢6 khuynh hudng xa cach voi bén ngoai.

Tuy nhién, phai thid nhan ring trong long tdi, d&&n choi nha Hidaka con c6
mot y @6 khéac. Toi rat mong cho dwoc gdp Hidaka Hatsumi. C6 &y ludn
cho d6n tdi bing nu cwdi rang r&. Vi t6i, d6 1a ngudi phu nie ly twdéng,
cd &y mac @6 thwong ngay trong dep hon han khi dién nhirng bo canh diéu
da. Ma that ra toi chwa ting thd’y ¢ 4y mic trang phuc 10ng 1dy. C6 1€ khi
do, c6 Ay s€ hda than thanh mot my nit quyén rii d&€n mirc khi€n ngwoi ta
phai nin thé. Vi nhe vay hop véi Hidaka hon. Nhwng néi gi thi néi, voi toi,
cO Ay van 1a mot nguwdi con géi dep tran diy sirc song.

M6t Tan no, tdi d€n tham ma khong bdo trudec, 18y ¢ la ¢6 viéc & gan
da’y nhwng that ra vi dot nhién mudn nhin thdy nu cwoi rang ro cua co ay.
Lidc d6, tinh cor Hidaka Vﬁng nha nén 1€ ra tdi chi chao hdi mdt ti€ng roi
phai ra vé. Vi dui sao ngoai mit thi nguoi toi d€n gdp la Hidaka.

Nhung may mén thay khi Hatsumi git toi lai. C6 &'y néi vira nwéng banh
xong, mudn t6i n€m thi. Tuy ngoai mié€ng tor chdi nhung trong long toi
hoan toan khong mudn bd 1o co hdi nhw trong mo’ ndy, nén da mat day
buwdc vao nha.



To6i da tdn hwdng hon hai ti€ng dong h'é hanh phic tot cung. T6i trd nén
hwng phan, néi nhiéu hon. Nhung c6 &y khong hé t6 vé khé chiu, ngwoc
lai con cwoi khic khich nhw mot thi€u nie khién tdi cang say swa néi. Toi
nghi c6 1& mit toi lic d6 da rat dd. Vi dén gio téi van con nhé cam gidce dé
chiu khi hoi lanh pha vao mat sau khi ra veé.

Sau d6, toi van ti€p tuc gid vor d&n ban ludn chuyén sdng tac d¢€ t&i nha
Hidaka thwong xuyén, c6t d€ nhin thdy khuén mat rang ro, ddng yéu cua
Hatsumi. C6 vé Hidaka khong nhan thdy gi. That ra, cdu &y gap t6i vi cO ¥
d'6 riéng, nhung sau d6 mot chit t6i moi dworc biét.

Cudi clung, toi cling hoan thanh tac pham th hai. Vi vy, t6i nhanh chdng
nho Hidaka doc va cho biét cam twdng, nhwng ti€c 1a Ian nay cling khong
dworc tot dep.

“Cam gidc nhw ti€u thuy€t tinh cdm tam thwong.” P6 1a cdm twdng cla
Hidaka. “Truyén vé thi€u nién dem long yéu nguwoi phu nr 1én tudi hon
minh nhiéu d&€n mirc phai dem choi ra quét. Phai ¢6 thém gi d6 dac biét.
Chuwa k€ nhan vat nir quan trong nha't cling khong on. Cam giac khong thyec.
Thay ro la tac gia chi twdng twong trong dau.”

Phé binh cay nghiét cting chi d&€n nhw vay. To6i thyc sy s6¢, dac biét tha't
vong v&i vé& sau. Vi nguyén mau ctia nhan vat nir ma Hidaka cho rang “cam
giac khong thwce” khong ai khac, chinh la Hatsumi.

T6i hoi Hidaka phai chiang t6i khong c6 nang lyc d€ trd thanh nha van
chuyén nghi€p?

Céu &y suy nghi mét ltc rdi trd loi.

“Um, treong hop clia ciu, da c6 nghé nghiép on dinh roi nén can gi voi.
Ctr viét nhr mot s@ thich, ty nhi mot lic nao d6 tic pham sé dwoee in thanh
sdch la duoce.”

Cach n6i nhw vay khong th€ goi 1a an Gi. Du 1a tdc pham th hai nhwng
ban than t6i thad'y n6 khong t€. Toi da suy nghi rdt nghi€m tic xem minh
con thi€u cdi gi. “Anh hay hing hai 1€n.” Liic nay, ca cau ndi diu dang cta
Hatsumi cling khong the tré thanh 1iéu thudc déc hiéu.

Khong bi€t cé phai vi thi€u ngt nhiéu ngay do bi sdc khong ma ngay sau
do, tdi do bénh. T6i bi cam ngay cang nang, cudi cung rovi vao tinh trang
ngtl mé man. Lic nay, t6i m&i thdm thia canh sdng ddc than. Thu nguwoi
trong tAm chin lanh 1o, ndi bu'dn khd bao boc 14y toi.

Nhung hanh phiic khéng twedng da dé€n vai tdi vao chinh lic d6, chuyén
nay to6i da néi v&i canh sat Kaga r'oi nhi? Pung vay. Hatsumi dén tdn nha



t6i d& thim bénh. Khi nhin thdy c¢d 4y qua mét than & ctra, toi ¢t ngd* do
sOt cao ma dau 6c minh c6 van de.

“T6i nghe chdng ndi anh bi cam, phai nghi day.” C6 &y ndi vay. Ping la
cach d6 ma’y ngay, ciu &y c6 goi dién dé€n va td6i da néi minh dang ndm nha
vi bi cam.

Hatsumi khong d€ y dén sy cam kich va ngac nhién cua t6i, vao bé&p
chuan bi 6 dn. C6 &y tham chi dd mua san nguyén vit li€¢u dem dén. Pau
6c t6i dor dan. Prong nhién, khéng phai vi con sot.

Mo6n xidp rau Hatsumi n@'u cho t0i ¢6 hwong vi that ddc bi€t. Khong, thye
st ma ndi thi tdi chang bi€t n6 cé hwong vi gi. Viéc cd &y dén tham tdi,
nau an cho to6i da khi€n t6i cam tha’y khong th€ hanh phic hon.

ROt cudc, t0i da nghi day & treong mdt tuan. Cor the€ tdi von khong khde
manh tw tredee, t6i rd't kho s& khi moi Ian bi bénh thi vd cung khé lanh.
Nhwng lic nay day, toi thye sy bi€t on th€ chat dm y&u d6. B&i vi nho' né
ma Hatsumi da dén tham t6i nhirng ba Tan trong khodng thoi gian nay. L'an
thir ba, t6i hdi c6 &y rang Hidaka bdo ¢6 &y dén hay sao.

“Em khong néi voi ch'ong vEé viéc nay.” C6 &Yy tra loi.

“Tai1 sao?”

“Thi...” C6 &y chi n6i vay r'oi khdng néi gi thém. Thay vao do, cd &y nho
toi thé nay, “Anh Nonoguchi cling gitt bi mat chuyén nay gidp em duoc
khong?”

“T61 thi khong sao nhung...”

Toi ra't mudn hdi suy nghi ctia ¢cd &y nhung khong dd clng rdn néi gi
hon.

Sau khi khéi han, t6i mudn lam gi d6 d€ cam on cd ay. Vi vay, tdi quyét
dinh moi cd &y dung bira. N&u tdng qua, c6 th€ sé bi Hidaka phat hién.

Hatsumi c¢6 vé do dy mdt chiit nhung cling dong y. Co &y noéi vira ding
dip c6 hom Hidaka di tim tw li€u, vang nha, dé nghi t61i chon ngay d6. Toi
khong c6 1y do gi d€ tw choi.

Ching t6i dung btra tai mot tiém tra ¢4 thirc an nhe & Roppongi. Va dém
do, co6 &y dén nha toi.

To6i da giai thich voi canh sat Kaga vé moi quan hé ctia ching t6i 1a “mot
phit nha't thoi”. Nay t6i xin phép dinh chinh & diy. Ching t6i yéu nhau tw
tan ddy long, it nha't, tinh cdm cuda t6i danh cho c6 &y khong h€ 16ng bong.
Nhw cam gidc gdp mat c6 &y Tan dau tién vay, cd &y la ngwoi phu nir dinh



ménh cda toi. Va c6 thé néi tinh yéu nghiém tic clia chiing toi bt dau ti
dém do.

Nhwng sau khi trdi qua thoi gian dién cu6ng, t6i dwoc nghe mdt viéc
dang ngac nhién tw Hatsumi. D6 1a vé Hidaka.

“Chong em dang tim cdch bdy anh Nonoguchi.” C6 &y néi v&i vé budn
rau.

“Y em la sao?”

“Anh 2y dang mu6n can tré viéc anh Nonoguchi tr¢ thanh nha van. Anh
4y mu6n anh tw bd y dinh d6.”

“V1i tieu thuy€t anh vi€t t¢ qua a?”

“Khong, khong phai vdy. Em nghi nguworc lai thi c6. C6 1€ vi tdc pham anh
Nonoguchi viét hon han ti€u thuy€t cia anh &y nén anh 8y ghen ti.”

“Sao c6 the...”

“Ban dau em cting khong h€ nghi nhw viy. Khong, that ra la khong mudn
nghi. Nhwng néu vay thi méi gidi thich dwgrc nhirng loi néi, hanh déng ki
la ciia anh 8y.”

“Chuyén thé' nao?”

“La ldc anh Nonoguchi gwri tdic pham dau ti€én dén. Ban dau, chong em
khong c6 y dinh doc nghiém tic. P&n mirc anh &y con ndi dai loai nhw néu
doc ba cai ti€u thuyét nham nhi ciia dan nghiép dw thi cam xuc ctia minh s€
bi r6i loan. Anh &y con néi ¢t doc so’ so r'oi néi 18’y 1€ cho xong chuyén.”

“Ha, chuyén la vay sao?”

Vwra nghi trong bung sao thit khac v&i nhieng gi Hidaka noi, t6i vira hoi

on.

“Nhung bit dau doc roi thi chdng em nhwrr chim vao tdc phdm. Em rat
hiéu anh &y. Anh &Yy tinh tinh mau chan, chi ¢an cdi gi budn t& mot chiit la
dep qua mot bén ngay. Pang nay anh &y say swa doc nhw vdy chirng td da
bi hit vao thé& gidi trong tac pham ctia anh Nonoguchi.”

“Nhung ciu 8y da néi tic pham d6 khong on d6i voi dan chuyén.”

“Chinh ldc ddy em da cdm nhin dworec Am muwu cla anh &y. Trede d6, anh
Nonoguchi nhi€u Tan goi dién ma chdng em c néi doi l1a chwa doc. C6 1€
lic d6 anh &y dang nghi cach d6i phd. Va chdc chan két luan cta anh 8y la
ché bai tdc pham d€ anh tw bd ¥ dinh tré thanh nha van. Em da 18y lam la
khi thdy anh &y doc tic pham ctia anh Nonoguchi say swa nhu vy ma lai
no6i khong thu vi.”



“Chéc do anh 12 ban than tir nhd nén ciu &y mé&i nhiét tinh doc?”

T6i khong the tin 1ovi cia ¢6 &y nén da ndi nhw vay. Nhung c6 &y thang
thung pha dinh.

“Chong em khong phédi ngwoi nhwe vdy. Con ngwoi dd'y khong quan tim
ba't ki di€u gi ngoai viéc ctia ban than.”

T6i da phai ra't ban khodn tredrc cdu khang dinh d6. That bat ngo khi ¢6
4y nghi nhw vy vé nguwoi chong da di d€n két hon sau mot h'6i tinh yéu
say dam.

Nhwng nghi lai, cé 1€ chinh vi tan vo 4o twdng v&i chdng nhw vy, c6 &y
m&i ngd vE phia t6i. Nghi thé, tdm trang cda toi hoi phirc tap.

Ngoai ra, Hatsumi con néi cho toi biét Hidaka dang gidm chan tai chd
trong vi€c sang tac va ra't sot rudt. C6 ay ndi Hidaka khong nghi ra duoc
dé tai, khdng bi€t viét gi, dang trén bo viee danh mat ty tin. Chinh vi vay,
ciu &y mdi ghen ti voi mdt ngeoi nghiép dw lai ¢ lién tuc ¢6 sdng tdc moi
1a toi.

“Tém lai, anh Nonoguchi dwng trao d6i v&i ch'ong em veé tac phadm ntra.
Anh nén tim ngwoi nao gidp anh nghiém tdc hon.”

“Nhung néu Hidaka khong mudn cho anh ra mét thi chang tha néi thiang
anh hay tr bd con dwong d6 di, khéng phai sao? Du gi ciu ay cling da doc
tac pham th hai ctia anh...”

“Anh Nonoguchi khong bi&t con nguwdi clia chong em. Chic chén anh Ay
khong ndi rd 1a d€ phong ngwra anh Nonoguchi di nho ngwoi khac. Anh &y
kéo dai thoii gian, lam cho anh ¢6 hi vong vay thdi chir khdng hé ¢6 y gidi
thiéu cho nha xuad't ban.” Hatsumi néi v&i giong diéu nghiém khac khong
gidng co ay.

T6i khong the tin dwgrc Hidaka lai gidu trong long mdt 4c y nhw vay.
Nhwng cting khong nghi Hatsumi lai n6i nang lung tung.

T6i bdo tredec méit d€ theo ddi sy tinh the nao da. Hatsumi cé vé sbt rudt
tredre thai d6 do cua toi.

Tuy nhién, s& Ian td6i dé€n nha Hidaka sau d6 giam di 1a mdt sy that. That
long ma ndi, tdi s phai gidp médt v&i Hatsumi tredc mat Hidaka hon 1a vi
khong con tin twdng Hidaka. T6i khong ty tin rang minh ¢6 thé€ vo nhw
khong c6 gi thay doi khi nhin thd’y c6 ay. Hidaka 1a ngwoi nhay bén. Chac
chan ciu &%y s€ nhan ra khi c6 sy thay doi trong dnh mat ctia téi danh cho cd
ay.



Nhuwng t6i that khong chiu dwng ndi khi khdng dwoe gap ¢6 8y may ngay
lién. Ma gdp nhau bén ngoai thi qua nguy hi€m. Sau khi &m thdm ban bac,
ching t6i quyét dinh Hatsumi s€ dé€n nha t6i. Toi nghi canh sat Kaga sé
hiéu, chung cu tdi & ving ngudi qua lai, hau nhwr khong lo bj hang x6m bét
gip khi co &y lui t&i. V&i lai, gid stk bi bit gip di nita, ciing khong ai biét
miét c6 &y nén khong lo c6 loi don dai.

Lya nhung lic Hidaka ra ngoai, Hatsumi dé€n nha t6i. C6 a8y khong ngu
lai nhwng nhi€u Tan ndu com va ciing nhau dn t&i. Nhing lic nhw vy, co
ay ludn deo chi€c tap d€ yéu thich ciia minh. bung vay. D6 la chiéc tap dé
céc anh da tim dwoc. Mbi khi ngdm nhin c6 &y deo tap dé dirng trong bép,
toi cr c6 cadm gidc minh thyc sy dang ¢c6 mdt gia dinh moi.

Nhwng & bén nhau cang hanh phic bao nhiéu thi khi chia tay cang dau
khd bay nhiéu. Mdi TAn dén gio c6 4y phdi ra vé, ca hai ching t6i déu im
ldng, ti€c nud1 nhin kim dong h'6.

Hai, ba ngay thoi cling dwore, phai chi ching tdi ¢ dwgc khoang thoi
gian chi hai ngwoi v&i nhau thi tuyét vori biét bao. Chiing t6i thwong ndi
v&i nhau nhw vay. Biét rang khong thé, nhung van theo dudi mdng tudng
day ma lyc.

Va c6 Ian, co hdi d€ thye hién diéu do tim dén. Hidaka s€ di My cong tac
mot tudn voi bién tip vién nén Hatsumi & nha mdt minh.

T6i da nghi co hoi thé nay sé khong dén Tan thir hai. Toéi hao hirng néi
v&oi Hatsumi vé viéc chung t6i s€ st dung khoang thoi gian chi c¢6 hai
ngwoi nhw thé nao. Va cudi cuing ching t6i quyét dinh di du lich Okinawa,
da dén cong ty du lich dang ki, thdm chi da tra tién. Cho du chi 1a khoang
thoi gian ngén ngli nhung c6 thé cling di v&i tw cdch vor ch'ong 12 mot viée
nhw trong mo’ 6 v&i chiing toi.

Nhung r6t cudc, c6 theé ndi day la dinh diém hanh phic cua ching toi.
Nhu céu da bi€t, chuyén du lich Okinawa khong thanh. Do chuyén di My
cta Hidaka bi hay. Nghe dau chuyé&n di von la vi k& hoach ctia mdt to tap
chi nao d6, nhung ngay tredc ngay 1én duwong k& hoach bi ding lai. Toi
khong 1 cu thé thé ndo. Nghe néi Hidaka rat that vong nhung chic chin
khong th& bang dwoe sy thi't vong ciia chiing tdi.

Vi bi 18y di nhirng ngay trong mong d6 nén cam xdc mudn & bén
Hatsumi ctia t6i cang manh mé. Vra m&i gap nhau, tam biét cdi 1a lai mudn
gap ngay. ,

Thé& nhuwng s T4n ¢ 4y d&n chd t6i gidm han tr mdt dao. Khi nghe 1y do,
t6i xanh mit vi lo 14ng. Hatsumi néi c6 18 Hidaka da nhan ra quan hé gitra



hai chiing t6i. Va cd &y da n6i nhirng losi ma t6i lo s hon ca. P6 1a da dén
luc ching t6i chia tay.

“Né&u biét duwoc quan hé ctia chiing ta, chong em chéc chén s& tra thi. Em
khong mudn lam phién anh.”

“Anh khong quan tam. Nhung...”

Nhung t6i khong thé' lam cd &y dau khd. Vi tinh cach ctia Hidaka, cdu ta
s€ khong d€ dang dong da'u vao don ly hon. C6 diéu, t61 khong danh 1ong
chia tay cd &y chi vi nhw vay.

Khong biét toi da tran trd bi€t bao ngay sau d6. Toi quén ca nghé gido
ctia minh d€ nghi bién phap. Va cudi cung t6i da quy€t dinh.

Chéc ciu da hi€u. Ma khong, canh sit Kaga da suy luin ra roi nén khong
can phai xac nhan nira. T6i quyét tam giét Hidaka.

Co 1€ khi viét tron tru, mach lac thé nay s€ khi€n moi ngwoi c6 4n twong
ki di. Nhwng trén thuc t&, téi cling khdong hé do dy ma rat dit khoat di dén
quy€t dinh nay. Noi trang ra, twe tredc khi sy the€ thanh ra thé nay, t6i da
mong Hidaka chét quéch di. T61 khong chap nhan dwoc viéc Hidaka chi€m
Hatsumi lam cda riéng. Con nguoi ta that ich ki nhi. Téi m&i 1a ngwoi chen
ngang vay ma lai nghi nhw th&. Tém lai vi ly do da’y, t6i da ting nghi dén
vi€c tha rang minh ty tay gi€t Hidaka.

Puwong nhién, Hatsumi kich liét phan d6i k& hoach d6 cta t6i. C6 ay da
khéc 16¢, khuyén t6i khong dworc pham vao tdi ac tay troi nhw thé. Nhung
nhirng giot nwdc mat dé chi khi€n téi thém dién cudng. Suy nghi chi con
cach gi€t Hidaka ngay cang tr¢ nén manh mé.

“Em khong can nghi ngoi gi ca. Pay la viéc anh ty minh quyét dinh. Néu
tha't bai, va n€u bi canh sat bat di chang ntra, anh nha't dinh s€ khong d€ em
bi phién ha.” T6i da néi v&i cd &y nhw vay. Cau c6 ndi t6i da danh ma't sy
binh tinh va nidng lwc phan dodn, tdi cling khong ¢6 1oi nao phan bac.

Khong biét c¢6 phai vi da hi€u ra quyét tAm day ciing ran cta toi hay vi
thad’y rd khong con cich nao khac d€ hai ching t6i dén voi nhau ma cudi
cung, Hatsumi cling quy€t tim. Va ¢6 2y tham chi con n6i s€ giup toi. ToO1
khong muén de€ cd &y gdp nguy hieém, nhwng c6 &y ciling to thdi dd manh
mé khong mudn d€ tdi pham t6i mGt minh.

Va nhuw th€’, ching td6i cung nhau lén k& hoach gi€t Hidaka. No6i la k&
hoach nhung khong cé gi phire tap. Ching t6i dy tinh dan canh bj trdm.

Va ngay 13 thang Muoi hai d6 da dén.



Ntra dém, t6i dot nhdp vao vwon nha Hidaka. Trang phuc trén nguoi toi
lic d6 nhw thé ndo, han cinh siat Kaga da bi€t. Vang, quéan den, 40 bu dong
den. L€ ra t6i phai bit mdt m&i ddng. N&u lam vy, chac chan s€ khong xady
ra chuyén sau dd’y. Nhwng luc do toi da khong nghi dén viéc bit mat.

DPén phong 1am viéc ctia Hidaka da tat. Tdi rén rén dit tay vao cira s, day
sang ngang, ctra sO khong khdéa nén mé ra mot cach dé dang. Tdi nin théd
leo vao phong.

Toi tha'y Hidaka dang ndm trén ghé& sofa dit & géc phong. CAu Ay ndm
ngtra, mat nham nghién, hoi thé déu dan.

To6i da dwgrec Hatsumi xac nhan dém dé Hidaka s€ & su6t trong phong lam
viéc vi hdm sau la han ché6t ndp ban thao. Vi vy, té6i mdi chon dém do.

Ciing can gidi thich 1y do tai sao ciu &y c6 viéc ¢in gidi quyét ma van
ngu say. D6 1a do Hatsumi da cho thudc ngt vao com t6i. Ching t6i da suy
tinh day Ia loai thuéc ngu Hidaka thinh thoang dung, nén n€u cé gidi phau
tir thi cting khong bi nghi ngo'. Quan sat trang thai cia Hidaka, to6i xdc nhan
moi viéc dién ra dung k& hoach. Co6 [€ ciu 2y dinh lam viéc nhueng khong
the thang nodi con budén ngd nén da nam ra sofa. Hatsumi da ki€m tra r'oi
moi tat den, md san chdt cira sO.

Sau d6, t6i chi viéc hanh ddng. T6i run ray rdt hung khi tw tdi do bu dong
ra. Pung, la con dao do.

That 1ong ma néi, téi mudn chon cich siét c6. Pam bang dao, chi twdng
teong thoi cling thad’y s¢r. Nhwng t6i nghi d€ dan canh bj trdm cho gidng thi
dung dao t6t hon. Vi khong ly nao mét ké dinh cwdp ctia lai khdng chuan
bi han mét thir hung khi cho ra h'on.

Toi khong biét nén dAm vao dau thi chic chin nha't. R'6i nghi tém lai cit
nham vao ngwc ma dam. Lic do, tdi thdo gang tay da deo trede d6 d€’ cam
can dao cho chac. To6i nghi bung d€ x6a da'u van tay sau cling dwgrc. Va toi
nam chat con dao bang ca hai tay, gio’ cao 1én dau.

Ping lic d6, mdt chuyén khong the nao tin dwoe da xay ra.

Hidaka mé& choang mit.

Toan than va cad dau 6c t6i nhw dong cieng. Todi khong nhic nhich n6i d6i
tay cam dao da gio 1én cao, cling khong thdt ra dwge 101 nao.

Trai v&i tinh trang cing do’ cua t6i, Hidaka nhanh chéng ra tay. Khi dinh
than thi t6i da bi cau a4y d¢ xudng. Con dao ciling da roi khoi tay t6i. Toi
khong khoi nh¢ dén viéc tr nhd cdu Ay da c¢6 than kinh van dong xua't sac
hon han t6i.



“Céu c6 y gi? Sao lai mudn gi€t t6i?” Hidaka héi. Toi nha't quy€t khong
tra lovi.

Cudi cuing, cau &y lon ti€ng goi Hatsumi. Chang bao 14u sau, c6 &'y budc
vao phong v&i gwong mit tai nhot. C6 vé cd Ay da bi€t ngay chuyén gi xay
ra khi nghe ti€ng cua Hidaka.

“Goi canh sat di. Muwu sat ba't thanh.” Hidaka ndi.

Nhwng Hatsumi khong nhuc nhich.

"7

“Sao vy, goi dién mau 1én? Pung cé chéin chu!

“Anh... ngwoi d6 1a... anh Nonoguchi day.”

“T6i bi€t. Nhwng d6 khdng phai 1a 1y do d€ bo qua chuyén nay. Tén nay
dinh gi€t to1 day.”

“Anh, thatra...”

C6 vé Hatsumi dinh thd nhian minh cling la d6ng pham. Nhung, Hidaka
da chan lai.

“Co dwng néi nhirng chuyén dw thwa.”

Tw ciu n6i d6 t6i da hi€u ra sy tinh. Hidaka da bi€t k& hoach ctia ching
toi va gid vor ngd, cho tdi ra tay.

“Nay, Nonoguchi!” Cu ta vira d¢ mat t6i vira néi. “C6 bié€t ludt phong
chdong trom cdp khong? Trong dé c6 vi€t vé phong vé chinh didng daly.
Theo d6, néu 16 tay gi€t chét nguoi ddt nhap véi muc dich pham tdi ciing
khong bi xét toi. Khong thd’y tinh trang bay gio diing y nhwr vay sao? Ttrc la
toi ¢ gi€t cau cling chang bi ai n6i gi ca.”

Co th€ toi run ban bat trede giong diéu tan nhan d6. Toi khong nghi ciu
ta s€ gi€t toi, nhwng t6i biét, roi cdu ta cling s€ ra tay tra thii tvong xing.

“Ma thoi, toi bd qua. T6i cling chéing thich thud gi dau. N&u vay thi chi con
cdch béo canh sit, nhung...” Lic nay, cdu ta li€c nhin Hatsumi, cuwoi khénh
va chuyén cip mét sic bén d6 sang toi. “Cé lam thé toi ciing chang duorc
loi 10¢ gi. Ly do cdu mudn gi€t tdi sao cling dworc, voi lai, ciu vao tu thi
doii t6i cling chang c6 gi thay d6i.”

T6i hoan toan khong hi€u cau ta mu6n néi gi. Chinh vi vy cang thdy ron
ron.

Cudi cung ciu ta cling ndi 10ng, tha tdi ra roi ding cai khin cé sdn bén
canh nhdt con dao bi danh roii 1€n, quan lai.

“Vui 1én di, h6m nay toi tha cho ciu. Mau trén vé tw ctra sO di.”

T6i kinh ngac nhin mat Hidaka. C4u ta ceoi nhan nho.



“Gi vay? Cai vé mat kinh ngac d6. Con khéng mau di trwdc khi toi thay
doi y dinh.”

“Cau tinh 1am gi?” T6i hoi. Giong tdi run run that tham hai.

“Bay gio’ cdu ¢6 biét chuyén dd’y cling chang ich gi. Thoi, mau di di.
Nhung...” Cau ta cho t6i xem con dao dang cam trén tay. “T6i git cdi nay
lam vat ching.”

T6i da nghi li€u con dao nay c6 th€ dung lam vat chirng khong? Du ding
la c6 dd'u van tay cua toi trén do.

Thé& 1a Hidaka 1én ti€ng nhw the’ doc dwoec suy nghi do cua toi.

“Pung quén. Chirng ctr khong chi ¢6 cdi nay. Con mot thir khi€n ciu nha't
dinh khong th€ chdi tdi. R'6i tdi s€ cho cau xem.”

Lic day toi da khong the€ nghi ra d6 1a céi gi. T6i nhin Hatsumi. Mt ¢6
dy trang béch, chi c¢6 d6i mat dd ngau. Toi chwa twng thdy khuén mat
ngwoi nao budn ba d&n vay. Khong, ca veé sau ciing khong tha'y.

To1 ra v€ ma khong tai nao bi€t dwgrc Hidaka dang nghi gi. Khong bi€t
bao nhiéu Tan t6i da nghi hay cr th&’ ma bi€n ma't di dau d6. To6i khong lam
vay vi con ban tdm vé Hatsumi.

Sau sy kién dy, toi sOng run s¢* mdi ngdy. Khong 1y nao Hidaka lai
khong tra thu. Khong biét chuyén d6 s€ hién ra v&i hinh thirc nhw thé nao
cang khién t6i s¢r hai hon.

Puong nhién t6i khong dé€n nha Hidaka, cliing khong gdp Hatsumi.
Nhung c6 dién thoai ma’y lan.

“Anh 4y hoan toan khong nhic gi vé chuyén dém d6. Nhuw th€ da quén
ma’troi vay.”

Tuy cd &y néi vy nhung chéic chin khong c¢é chuyén ciu ta da quén. Toi
cang thdy ron ngwoi hon khi nghe néi cau ta khong nhac dé€n chuyén do.

M4y thang sau t6i m&i bi€t dwgre don tra thu cha ciu ta. Toi bi€t dieu do
& tiém sach. Chac canh sat Kaga da hi€u. Ping vdy. Tac pham mdi cua
Hidaka, Pom lira khong chdy da dwge xua't ban. P6 chinh 1a phan stra lai
tw ti€u thuy€t dau tién Do lira tron to6i gvi cau ta xem.

T6i cit ngd minh dang nidm mo' thdy 4c mong. That khong thé nao tin
dworc, khong, to1 khong mudn tin.

Nghi ki, ¢6 1& khong c¢6 don tra thit ndo tan déc hon thé’ It nhat, véi mot
ngwoi dang mudn tré thanh nha van nhw téi thi dau don dén nodi twdng nhw
trdi tim da bi xé thanh ting méanh. C6 th€ néi d6 la don tra thu tan nhan
dang kinh ngac ma chi Hidaka m&i nghi ra dworc.



V&i nha vin, tdc phdm nhue phéan than clia ho. N6i dé hi€u nhat thi tic
pham 1a dira con. Va tac gia cling yéu tac pham minh tao nén nhw bat ki cha
me nao trén cdi doi nay yéu con cai minh.

Hidaka da cudp di tdc pham d6. Mot khi cau ta dd cong bd bang cdi tén
ctia minh thi Pém lira khong chdy s€ mai mai lwu lai trén van dan va trong
ki &rc ciia bao nguwoi la tdc pham ctia Hidaka Kunihiko. D€ chong lai diéu
do, t6i chi con cach 1én ti€ng phan d6i. Va Hidaka hi€u ro nha't dinh t6i sé
khong lam vay.

bing vay. Du c¢6 1anh mot don nhw vay, t6i cling chi cé th€ im ling ma
thoi. N&u tdi phan nan v&i Hidaka, chic chin sé bi phan phdo thé nay.

“Néu khong mudn vao tu thi hdy im lang di.”

N6i cdch khic, mot khi t& cdo viéc Hidaka dn cip tdc phdm clia minh, toi
cling s€ phai thd nhan da dot nhap vao nha va dinh gi€t cu ta.

T6i da nhiéu Tan dinh dén s& canh sat d€ ty thid, d6ng thoi vach tran
Dom lira khong chdy la tac pham dao van Pom lira tron cua téi. Tham chi
trén thuc t€, toi da teng cam dién thoai 1én d€ goi dién cho canh sat khu
vuece.

Nhwng rdt cudc, tdi da khong the€ goi dién. Pwong nhién tdi so' minh bj
bit v&i tdi giét ngudi khong thanh. Nhung hon ca 1a sor Hatsumi ciing s& bi
bit v&i tu cdch dong pham. Canh sat Nhat rat xua't sic, nén du toi khing
khing néi ring chi minh tdi 1am, ho ciing s& chitng minh dwgrc néu khong
c6 sy gitp d& clia co Ay, toi khé ma pham tdi. Khong, truede d6 chic chin
Hidaka s€ khong bd qua cho ¢6 &y. Du thé€ nao di nwra, hdu nhw khong ¢ hi
vong c¢O6 &y khong bi két toi. T6i da sdng trong nhirng ngay tuyét vong
nhung van khong mudén Hatsumi gdp ba't hanh. Cich viét nay co 1€ sé
khién canh sit Kaga cwdi nhao nhi? Ring con ra vé gi nita. Ping, tdi nghi
c6 1€ khi @6 té6i ¢6 khuynh hwdng yéu ban than. Nhwng ciu cé th€ nghi
giim t6i rang néu t6i khong tr yéu minh, 1Am sao toi c6 th€ song qua
nhtrng ngay kho s& d6?

Lic nay day, hinh nhw Hatsumi cling khong tim ra dwoe 101 nao d€ an i
toi. Tuy c6 &y 1én Hidaka goi dién cho t6i nhwng ngoai sy im liang khé xtr,
nhirng gi truyén qua dwong day dién thoai chi 1a may loi vu vor u uan dén
dang buon.

“Em khong ngo con nguoi d6 lai lam chuyén t6i t€ nhw vady. LAy tc
pham cua anh...”

“Chiju thoi. Chéng th&1am gi ca.”

“Em that c¢6 16i v&i anh...”



“Khong phai tai em. Ta't ca do anh qua ngu ngd'c. Ty 1am ty chju thoi.”

DPai khai nhwr vay. N6i chuyén véi ngwoi minh yéu ma long chang thdy
vui, cling khong tha’y teong lai ¢6 hi vong gi. Chi c6 tam trang la ngay cang
sa sut thé tham.

Mia mai thay, Dom lira khong chdy dwoc ddnh gid cao. Mdi I4n thdy
cudn sach 8y dwoe bdo chi dé cap dén, trai tim tdi nhw bi cao xé. Tac pham
dwoc khen ngoi thi t6i rd't vui. Nhung ngay sau do, t6i quay trd lai hién
thyc. Thir duge tan dwong khong phai 1a tic pham cha t6i, ma l1a tdc pham
cua Hidaka.

Va cudi cung, ciu ta khong chi tré& thanh dé€ tai dwore ban tin ma con
dworc mot giai thwdng van hoc day quyén Iyc. Chac cdu cling hieu dwgc sy
ti€c nudi cua tdéi moi [an nhin thdy ciu ta hanh dién trén bao chi. Nhi€u
ngay lién tuc, t6i khong ngu dworc.

Khi t6i dang sdng nhitng ngay dan vit nhw vy thi chuyén xay ra vio mot
ngay no. Ti€ng chudng ctra reo. Nhin qua mat than & ctra, tim tdi nhw
mudn nhay khoi 1'6ng nguc. B&i ngwoi dang dirng d6 1a Hidaka Kunihiko.
K€ tr ngay dot nhap nha ciu ta, gio t6i moi lai gap & ngoai doi. Trong
khoanh khic, tdi da dinh vor nhw khong ¢é nha. Bi cudp tac pham, téi cam
han v6 cung nhwng van cam thdy minh thua ciu ta.

T6i nghi ¢6 tron cling chang giai quyét dwoe gi nén mé cra. Hidaka cwoi
nhat ding do.

“Ngut a?” Céu ta hoi. C6 1€ do tha’y tdi mdc pyjama. Hom d6 1a chd nhét.

“Khéng, dang thirc.”

“Vay a? Cing mong la khong lam phi€n cdu lic ngu.” Néi vy roi ciu ta
lam di€u bd nhw dom ngo bén trong phong. “Gdp chit dwgc khong? Toi co
chuyén mudn ndi.”

“Ciing dwoc, nhung phong 6¢ khong dwgc sach s€ 1am.”

“Khong sao. T6i cling khong dinh ra chyp hinh tap chi.”

Khong biét ¢6 phai do noi ti€ng roi nén co’ hdi dwoc chyp hinh nhiéu 1én
ma ciu ta n6i dua nhw vay khong.

“V&i lai...” Cau ta nhin t6i. “Chang phai cu cling ¢6 nhi€éu chuyén mudn
néi v&i toi sao?”

To1 im ldng.

Chiing t6i ng'6i d&i di€n nhau trén ghé& sofa & phong khach. Hidaka cham
chid nhin khap phong. Téi ciing lo khong bi€t con da'u vét gi cua Hatsumi
khong nén hoi s6t rudt. Tap dé ctia Hatsumi t6i da gidt sach va ca't vao tu.



“0’ mdt minh ma ciing ngdn nip da’y ch?” Mdt liic sau, ciu ta néi.

“Vay sao?”

“Cé ai d6 dén don dep giap a?”

To6i vo thirc nhin thfmg mit Hidaka khi nghe ciu néi d6. Cu ta van gitr
ny cwoi lanh nhat trén mdi. R6 rang la dang mia mai chuyén cta toi va
Hatsumi.

“Chuyén mudn noéi la gi?” Khong chiu ndi con khé thé, t6i néi truedre.

“Cha, dirng néng.” Cau ta hit thudc va néi vé vy an tham nhiing ciia mot
chinh tri gia dang la dé tai ban tan thoi gian ay. Nhw the€ cau gio d€ choc
tirc t6i va 18y d6 lam vui.

Cudi cung khi toi sép dén gidi han chiu dung, dinh gao 1én thi cau ta néi
v&i vé tién th€ dang ndi chuyén thién ha. “Ma nay, Pom lira khong chdy
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Bat gidc toi dudi thing lung. Va chd nhitng 1&i néi phét ra tr miéng
Hidaka.

“Tuy néi 1a nglu nhién nhung c¢6 1€ t6i nén xin 18i cu vé viéc né 1&
gidng v&i tac pham ctia cdu. Cdi tya 1a gi nhi, tic pham d6 d6, Pom lira
tron... Pung la cai tya d6.”

Toi nhw khong tin vio mit minh khi nhin bdn mit thin nhién ctia Hidaka
ldc néi nhitng 161 ddy. “Ngau nhién” w? “L& gidng” sao? N&u thé ma
khong goi 1a dao vin thi x6a ludn céi tir d6 khdi tir dién di! T6i hét sirc dan
long, khong néi ra nhirng lovi do.

CAu ta ti€p tuc noi.

“Nhuwng ding 1a ¢6 nhitng di€m khong thé€ goi 1a ngdu nhién don thuén
dwoe. Khong the phtl nhan 1a téi da chiu anh hwdng it nhi€u vi 1o doc tac
pham cuda cau khi dang tap trung vi€t Pom lira khong chdy. C6 1€ cé nhirng
phén da an siu trong tiém thic va hién 1én tic pham. Nghe néi may nha
soan nhac cling thwong vay. Ban than khong c6 y dinh d6 nhung két qua lai
tao ra mot ca khic gidng voi ca khiic da ton tai.”

To6i chealng néi 101 nao, nghe ciu ta Iam nham. T6i 18y 1am ngac nhién, con
ngudi ndly nghi rang c6 thé thuyét phuc tdi bang nhirng 1&i 1& nhw vay that
sao?

“Ma thoi, Tan nay may ma cdu khong khi€u nai gi. C6 1€ suy cho cung
cling vi chdng ta khong phai nhirng ngwoi xa la, ma da xay dung duwoc mdi
quan hé gdn bé cho d&n nay. C4u khong c6 nhirng hanh vi kich dong, ma c6
thdi do chin chin nhw vy, d61 v&i hai chiing ta déu t5t dep.”



T61 nghi tom lai chuyén ciu ta mudn ndi la nhw thé nay, “Cau khong gay
"am T 1a rd't ddng dan, va tw nay cling bi€t diéu ma gitt im lang vé chuyén
nay di, lam vy thi t6i cling khdng ndi gi vé vu giét ngwoi ba't thanh.”

Th€ nhung, ngay sau d6 Hidaka da n6i mot viéc mo h'd.

“Con bay gi®, vao vin dé chinh diy.” C4u ta ngwdc méit 1én nhin chim
cham vao mit toi. “Tac pham Pdom lira khong chdy da ra doi duwdi nhiéu
y&€u t& nhw vdy. Va tac pham d6 da dwoc nhi€u ngwoi don nhén, dat ca giai
thwdng van hoc. Vay nén toi cam tha’y d€ thanh cdng nay tré thanh mot sy
ngau nhién chi c6 mot Ian thi that vo cling dang ti€c.”

Toi mit cit khong con giot mdu. Hidaka lai mudn tiép tuc 1am diéu
teong tw. Cau ta dang 1én k& hoach coi tdc pham cua t6i lam ban nhap roi
Vi€t ra tic pham m&i, nhw da viét lai Pom lira tron va cong bd 1a Dom lira
khong chdy. N6i m&i nhé, t6i con giri ciu ta mot ti€u thuyét nira.

“L'an nay dinh dao cudn kia a?”” T61 noi.

Hidaka nhan mat.

“Khdng ngo’ ciu lai dung tor nglr nhw thé”. Pao gi chir.”

“Q day chang ai nghe tha’y, cé sao dau. Du c6 n6i vong vo thé nao di nira
thi dao 1a dao thoi.”

Nhung cdu ta hoan toan binh thdn, néi ma chiang bu'dn thay d6i sic mit.

“Xem ra ciu khdng hi€u rd dao vin la thé" nao r'6i? N&u co tw dién Kojien
thi tra thi di. Trong d6 c6 vi€t th& nay, ‘Pao van la st dung toan bd hay
mot phan tdc pham cia ngwoi khac nhw tic pham ctia minh ma khong xin
phép.” D6, hi€u diéu t6i mudn néi chwa? N&u dung khong xin phép thi la
dao van. Con n€u khong phai vay thi khong thé néi la dao van.”

Trong 10ong tdi phan d6i rang Ddin lira tron da b st dung khong phép.

“Lai mudn 18y tdc pham cuda tdi d€ viét tieu thuy€t, va khong cho toi
phan nan sao?”

Cau ta nhidn vai trede ciu ndi cua toi.

“Xem ra c4u hi€u [Am r'6i. T6i chi dem phi vu lam dn dén thoi. Pay nhat
dinh 1a mot phi vu khong t6i véi cau day.”

“T6i biét cAu mudn néi gi. Chi cAn nhim mét 1am ngo’ chuyén dao vin
thi cu s€ khéng bdo canh sat chuyén dém do chi gi?”

“Purng td thdi do hin hoc nhu the¢. Ching phai tdi d3 bd qua cho ciu
chuyén dém do6 roi sao? Phi vu tdi néi lac quan hon nhiéu.”



Trong chuyén nay c6 gi ma lac quan v&i bi quan chir. Tuy nghi vay
nhwng t6i tam thoi im 1dng nhin cham cham vao miéng ciu ta.

“Nonoguchi nay, tdi nghi cdu c6 tai nang d€ thanh nha van ddy. Nhung
viéc d6 va viéc c6 thanh nha van dwoc hay khong lai 1a hai chuyén khéc
nhau. N&u phai néi thém thi ngay ca viéc cé th€ tré thanh nha van an khach
hay khong ciing khong lién quan gi dén tai nang. b€ di duoc dén do, can
phai c6 van may dac biét. P6 1a mot thir rd't do, ai cling mudn bat 18y
nhung khong thé nao nhw y.”

Mait Hidaka Iic n6i cau nay c6 vai phan nghi€m tic. Cling c6 th€ vi ban
than ciu ta da tng c6 thoi ki dau dau vi sach ban khong chay nhu mong
mudn.

“Cau nghi Pom lira khéng chdy doat giai 1a nho ndi dung hay? Puwong
nhién khong th€ phu dinh diéu dé. Nhwng néu chi cé vy thi xin 16i di. b€
toi cho vi du cu th€. N&u ngwoi ra cudn sach d6 khong phai téi ma la cau
thi s& nhw thé¢’ nao? Cho dong tac gia la t€én Nonoguchi Osamu thi sy thé ra
sao? Cau nghi sao?”

“Ma’y chuyén do, khdng thir sao biét?”

“To6i khang dinh 1a chang nén tro trodng gi. Cudn tieu thuyé€t d6 sé bi
ngwoi doi phot 1o° thoi. Va cau chi cdm nhan dwoe sy tréng rong nhw mot
hon da nhé ném vao dai dwong ménh mong vay.”

Céch no6i that khé chiu nhung téi khong the phan bac. Téi ciing c6 chit it
kién thirc pho thong vé gidi xuad't ban.

“Y c4u la vi vdy ma ciu m&i cong b dwdi tén clia minh?” Tdi néi. “Va
cho rang lam nhw vay la chinh dang?”

“Y 6 1 véi tdc pham d6 thi tac gia 1a Hidaka Kunihiko t6t hon tic gia
Nonoguchi Osamu. N&u khong, né s€ khong dwoc nguoi ta doc nhi€u nhw
Vay.”

“Nghe nhw th€’ cdu dang ban on cho t6i vay.”

“Puwong nhién t6i khong cé y d6. Nhung tdi chi dang néi sy that thoi. DE
dwoe quan tdm, mdt tdic pham phai hdi dd rat nhiéu diéu kién, nhiéu dén
phéat 6m.”

“Chuyén d6 khong can ciu ndéi toi cling biet.”

“Né&u biét thi hi vong cdu sé hi€u viéc toi sdp néi. Tém lai 1a thé nay. T
nay veé sau, ciu s€ tr¢ thanh nha van Hidaka Kunihiko.”

“Cai gi?”



“Purng t6 vé ngac nhién th& chi. C6 gi to tat ddu. Pwong nhién toi van 1a
Hidaka Kunihiko. Lic nay, chi can nghi Hidaka Kunihiko khong phéi la t€n
ngwoi ma la mot thwong hiéu d€ ban sach.”

Cudi cung t6i da hi€u cdu ta mudn ndi gi.

“Tém lai cAu mudn toi thanh ‘tac gia ma’ sao?”

“Cai twr d6 nghe ti tién th€& nao &y nén t6i khong thich.” Hidaka gt gi n6i
ti€p. “Ma thdi, ndi cho de hi€u thi 1a vay.”

T6i nhin cham chim c4u ta.

“Chuyén da’'y ma cau cling n6i dwgec hay that.”

“T61 dau co6 noéi chuyén gi dién ro dén theé. Nhw luc nay tdi da noi, nha't
dinh v&i cau day la chuyén khong té dau.”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén gi t¢ hon chuyén nay nwa.”

“Nghe dd. N€u cdu cung cip tdc pham cho tdi, khi ra sch, tdi s€ trd cu
mot phan tu ti€n nhuin but. Vay ma cau van thdy t€ sao?”

“MOt phan tw? Ngwoi viét thye sy ma khong nhian dwore mot nira sao?
biéu kién gi ma tuyét voi thé?”

“Vay toi hoi, gid st ra sach bang tén cla cdu, ciu nghi ban dwoc c¢& nio?
Cau nghi sé ban dwoe nhiéu hon mot phéan tw khi ban véi cdi tén Hidaka
Kunihiko khong?”

Bi hoi ngugc nhw vay thi t6i khong con loi nao ddp lai. Néu thuc sw ra
sdch voi tén cda tdi thi qua that dirng néi mdt phan tr ma mot phan ndm,
khong, mot phan sdu ciing chang dat dworc.

“Tom lai...” To1 n6i. “To1 khong c6 y dinh ban linh h'dn vi tién.”

“Cau tw chdi?”

“Con phai hoi.”

“O!” Hidaka td vé bt ngo. “Tdi khong ngd cau tir chdi ddy.”

To6i thd’y &n lanh v&i cdi giong nhira nhya do.

Cudi cling ciu ta thay d&i nét mit. Anh gian xdo ah sdu trong mét.

“T6i chi mudn duy tri m6i quan hé t6t dep nhung ciu khong thich thi
danh chju. T6i cling khong the gitr mai bd mat ngot ngao dwoc.” Néi roi
Hidaka 18y m&t géi hinh chir nhét tw trong cdp tdp bén canh minh ra, dit 1én
ban. “T6i d€ cai nay lai day. To6i vEé r'oi cau cir ng'6i mdt minh xem cho ki.
Toi s€ Iwa ldc thich hop lién lac l1ai. Mong la ldc d6 ciu s€ thay doi thai do.”

“Thwr gi day?”



“Xem di r'oi bi€t.” Hidaka dirng day.

Sau khi cau ta ra V€, tdi m& cdi géi hinh chir nhat d6. Bén trong 1a mdt
cudn biang VHS. Thoi di€ém da’y, toi van chwa hi€u la chuyén gi. Tdi cho
cudn biang vao dau mdy vai linh cam chang lanh.

Han canh sat Kaga da bi€t r'6i nhi. Hién 1én man hinh la canh quay vwon
nha Hidaka. Nhin diy s& ngay thang hi€n thi & géc dwdi man hinh, toi bj
sdc nhw th€ tim da dong cirng. D6 chinh 1a ngay t6i dinh giét Hidaka.

Cudi cung thi trén man hinh cling xud't hién mdt ngwoi dan 6ng. Ngwoi
do méc bo d6 mau den, tuy da cd gang khong gay chu y nhung mat mii thi
hién 1én ro rang. That ngd ngan. Tai sao ldc d6 t6i khong nghi ra viéc phai
bit kin mat chr?

Ai nhin cling thdy rd nguoi dot nhip la Nonoguchi Osamu. Céi tén ngu
ngd’c d6 khong bi€t dang bi ghi hinh, han m& cdnh cira s6 hwdng ra khu
vwon, dot nhap vao phong lam viéc ctia Hidaka.

Hinh anh trong cudn bang chi d&€n d6. Nhwng cé theé néi da da de’ lam
chirng ctr. Cho du t6i ¢6 phii nhan viéc gi€t ngwoi khong thanh thi khi bj
héi vdy dot nhap vao nha Hidaka d€'lam gi, t6i cling chang c6 cau tra 1oi.

Sau khi xem cudn bing, toi thtr ngwoi mét lic 1au. Nhirng 1o Hidaka néi
vao dém gi€t ngwoi khdng thanh d6 ¢t hién 1€n trong dau to6i khong biét
bao nhiéu lan.

“Purng quén. Chirng ctr khong chi ¢6 cai nay (Con dao t6i dung lam hung
khi). Con mdt thir khi€n ciu nha't dinh khong the chdi tdi.” Hidaka da néi
ve cudn bang nay.

To6i con dang r6i boi khdng biét lam sao thi dién thoai reo. Hidaka goi.
Ping thoi diém dén nodi cr ngd nhw cdu ta dang theo doi hanh ddng cua
toi.

“Xem chwa?” Cau ta hdi. Giong ndi ra chiéu thich thd.

“Xem ro6i.” Toi tra 1o ngén gon.

“Vay a? Thay sao?”

“Sao 1a...” Tdi hdi viec minh thic mic nha't. “Vay 1a ciu bidt h&t?”

“Chuyén gi?”

“Chuyén dém d6 toi sé... dot nhap vao phong ciu. Viy nén ciu mdi lp
dat san may quay?”

Bén kia dau diy, cdu ta nhw bat cuoi sau ciu ndi cua toi.



“Lam sao to1 dodn dugce ciu s€ dén gi€t t61? chuyén dé co nim mo’ toi
ciing khong nghi dén.”

“Nhung...”

“Hay...” CAu ta cat ngang 1o t6i. “Cau c6 néi v&i ai d6? La ngay do, gior
do6 s€ di giét toi. N&u vay thi tai vich mach ring, chuyén dén tai toi cling
khong la.”

T61 nhan ra. Hidaka dang dinh bit tOi tw noi ra viéc Hatsumi 12 dong
pham. Khong, néi chinh xic la cau ta bi€t nhat dinh t61 s€ khong noéi ra
chuyén voi Hatsumi nén dang giay vo toi.

Khi t61 im ldng khdng ndi gi, cau ta noi thé nay.

“Ly do 1ap dit mdy quay phim 12 do thdi gian dA’y, viedn nha bi qua’y ph4
nhiéu nén t6i mudn tim ra thi pham théi. Cho nén c¢6 nam mo t6i cling
khong ngo’ quay dwoe canh d6. Gio thi tdi thao may roi.”

Cau chuyén nay that khé tin nhwng ¢6 cy ny ciing chang gidi quyét dwoc
gl.

“Vay thi sao?” T61 ndi. “Cho td1 xem ro1 cau dinh bit toi lam gi?”

“Viéc d6 thi cAu dau c6 ngdc d&n do bét tdi phai néi ra chir. Vi lai, tdi
quén noi cho cdu bi€t, cudn bang d6 dwong nhién 1a to1 sao lai, bang gbc
toi con giw day.”

“Cau de doa tdi nhu vay, ép t6i lam ‘tac gid ma’ thi cling chang c6 dwoc
tdc pham nao ra h'don dau.”

N6i r'6i toi m&i chot nghi, “Thoi chét!” Vi toi da cho cdu ta thd’y thai do
bi khua't phuc trede sy de doa d6. Nhung sw that 1a td6i khéng ¢ cach nao
de chdng cy.

“Khong, chic chin ciu s& lam dwoc. Toi tin nhw vdy.” Hidaka néi véi
giong diéu cam chac phan thang. C6 I€ cau ta dang cam thdy cudi clng
cling choc thiing dwgc phong tuyén.

“T61 s€ lién lac lai.” Cau ta néi roi cip may.

Sau d6 khong bi€t bao nhi€u ngay, t61 song nhr mot bong ma, hoan toan
khong biét tw gio tré di minh s€ ra sao. T6i dén trwong nhung dwong nhién
khong tai nao tip trung giang bai, c6 1€ hoc sinh cling phan nan nén c6 an
toi bi hi€u tredng goi 1én khi€n trach.

Va tinh co t6i phat hién & tiém sach. Truyén ctia Hidaka trén mdt tap chi
tieu thuy€&t no. Tac pham dau ti€n sau khi dat giai van hoc cua ciu ta.

T6i cam doc ma tay run ban bat. Sau doé, t6i thad'y chéng madt, suyt xiu
ngay tai nha sach. Pung nhw t6i dy doan. Tieu thuy€t d6 dworc viét dya trén



ban thao thir hai t6i nho Hidaka doc gitp.

TAt cd moi thtt nhu dang bat dau lidn chuyén theo chiéu hwdng tdi khong
thé ki€m soat. Moi ngay nh¢ lai cai dém gi€t nguwoi khong thanh do, t6i déu
sdu sac cam nhan minh da ngu ngd'c dén thé& nao. To6i da nghi t&i viée tron
di dau d6, nhung khong du quyét doan. Cho du c6 di d&€n mot noi xa x06i d€
Hidaka khong tim thay thi ciing khong chuyén ho khau dwgc, va lam vay
thi dworng nhién khong thé€ ti€p tuc di day nhw lau nay. Vay phai lam gi d€
sdng? Mot ngwoi siec khoe 6m y&€u nhu t6i thi khong tw tin lam nhitng viéc
lao dong ndng nhoc. Chua bao gio tdi thdy dau don vi nang lyc song it i
ctia minh nhw ldc 8y. Chwa k€, tdi khong danh long bé mac Hatsumi. O bén
Hidaka, hang ngay c6 &y dang s6ng v&i tam trang thé nao? Moi Tan nghi
dén la toi lai chanh long.

Tac pham dau tién sau khi dat giai van hoc cua Hidaka cting nhanh chéng
dwoc in thanh sich va dwong nhw cling kha an khach. Moi Tan thdy né
trong bang x&p hang sach ban chay, tdi c6 cam gidc ra't phirc tap. Tuy chi
ra't it thoi, nhung trong nodi ti€c nuoi van c6 chut hanh di€én. Va khach quan
ma ndi vé hién twgng nay thi ban than t6i cling phan nao di€m tinh phan
tich dwgre rang, n€u ghi t€n minh trén cudn sdch da chdc gi ban chay dén
nhu vay.

Chwng vai ngay sau d6 thi phdi, vao Chu nhit, Hidaka lai d&€n. Cau ta
khong chit e deé, vao phong toi va ng'di vao sofa nhw an trude.

“Thir t6i da hira.” N6i r'oi ciu ta dat 1én ban mot phong bi. Téi cam 187y
xem thtt, trong d6 1a mot coc tién. “Hai triéu yén.” Cau ta noi.

“Nghia la sao?”

“Sao trang gi. Sdch ban dwoc nén t61 dem phan cau dén thoi. bung nhw
da hira, mét phién tw.”

Tbi kinh ngac nhin bén trong chiéc phong bi r'di lic dau.

“T6i nho minh da néi khong ban linh h'on.”

“Pwng thai qua vay. C nghi 1a tdi voi cu hop tac di. Ma bay gio’ khong
hi€m chuyén dong sédng tic dau. Viéc cau nhan thu lao 1a quyén lgi duwong
nhién thoi.”

“Viéc cau dang lam...” T6i nhin Hidaka néi. “Nhue mot ké ceong hi€p roi
dwa tién mua dam cho ngwoi phu nir d6 vay.”

“Khac chw.”

“Khac chd nao?”



“Lam gi c¢6 ngwoi phy nir nao bi€t minh bj cwong hi€p ma chiu d€ yén.
Con cu thi khong hé dong day.”

That dang tai ho khi t6i khdng cé 1oi nao dap tra cau néi d6 ctia Hidaka.

“Tém lai, tdi khong th& nhan so tién nay.” To6i c& ging ndi va day trd
phong bi tién.

Hidaka chi nhin phong bi ma khong dwa tay cam. Mdc chiéc phong bi
nam nguyén trén ban, cau ta noi.

“That ra t6i d€n d€ ndi chuyén tw gior trér di.”

“Chuyén tw gio tro di?”

“Cu th€ 1a vé tdc pham ti&p theo. Pa c6 chd ding dai ki trén nguyét san.
T6i mudn ban bac v&i cdu vi€t tdc pham nhw thé nao d€ dang & d6.”

Giong diéu nhu th€ viéc toi 1a “tac gia ma” da dwoec quyét dinh. Va hin 1a
cdu ta s€ 14p tirc 16i chuyén cudn biang Ian trwdc ra né€u t6i ¢6 chit y dinh
khang cu.

T6i 1dc dau.

“Cau la nha van ciing hi€u ma. V&i trang thdi tinh thdn bay gio cia tbi
lam sao c6 thé nghi ra cot truyén nao chir. Biéu cau dang ép t6i lam 1a hoan
toan khong the ca vé th€ xac lan tinh than.”

Nhwng cdu ta khdng nhwong b6 du chi mét bwdc. Cau ta néi mot viéc ma
to1 khong he nghi dén.

“Ping la ngay bay gio ¢6 doi cdu viét cling khé. Nhung, dwa ra may tac
pham da viét xong thi khong c6 gi kho, ding khong?”

“Khong c6 tac pham nao da xong ca.”

“Pirng n6i doi. Ching phai ciu da viet vai truyén thdi lam tap chi sao?”

“A, cdi d6...” Y twdng niy 1am toi ba't ngor. “M4Ay thir d6 khéng con dau.”

“Né6i doi.”

“T6i no6i that. T6i viet 1au r'6i.”

“Khong ly ndo. Nguoi vi€t vén chiic chin s& gilr lai tdc phAm ctia minh &
dau d6. Néu cau van khang khang khong co thi t61 danh phai tim trong nha
ciu vay. N6i th& thoi chir chac khong c¢an luc 1oi khap noi dau nhi. K& sach
hodc hoc ban. Nhiéu d6 1a da ding khéng?” Néi roi ciu ta ding diy, dom
buwde vao phong bén canh.

T6i lu6ng cudng. Vi ding nhw ciu ta ndi, t6i cdt may cuén soO tip tanh
sang tic trén k€ sach.

“Khoan da!”



“Chiu ngoan ngoan dwa raroi a?”

M4y thir d6 chrflng ich gi dau. Viét thoi con 1a sinh vién dd’y. Cau vin con
tho, c6t truyén so’ sai. Khong the goi 1a ti€u thuyét nguwoi 1o viét dwoce.”

“Chuyén d6 thi tdi s€ quy€t dinh. V&i lai, t6i khong doi hoi tic pham
hoan thién. Chi cén vién dd thd, t0i s€ mai né thanh san pham. Do lira
khong chdy cling vay thdi, nho’ tdi thém that cong phu méi thanh tic pham
lwu danh trong lich st vian hoc ddy chir.” Hidaka néi v&i vé ty tin tran tré.
T6i khong the'ly gidi duoc thén kinh ciia mét con ngwoi ¢ the kiéu hanh
nhw vy khi di 4n cip y twdng clia nguoi khac.

Dan Hidaka ng'6i cho & sofa, tdi vao phong bén canh.

Ngan trén cung cua ké sach c¢6 x&€p tam cudn vo ké ngang cii. Toi rit mot
cudn tw trong d6 ra. Bung ldc d6, Hidaka thinh linh budc vao.

“T6i da n6i cho roi ma!”

T6i néi vAy nhung cdu ta chang & ht gi, gidt 1&y cudn sO tur tay 01, lat 1at
xem lwdt bén trong. Ti€p theo d6, ciu ta hwdng dnh mat sang ké sach va
ngay lap tirc 187y toan bd s6” v& con lai ra.

“Ménh khoée con con.” Ciu ta cwoi nhéch mép néi. “Cudn clu I1ay chi c6
moi ban thao Pdm lira tron. Dinh dwa toi cdi da’y cho xong chuyén sao?”

T61 bdm moi, cui dau.

“Ma sao ciling dwore, tom lai d€'tdi gitr toan bd ma’y cudn nay.”

“Hidaka.” T6i ngwdc mat 1én ndi. “Cau lam vdy ma khong thd'y xau ho
sao? Céu da can kiét tai nang d€n mc phai mwon ca thir nguoi khac viét
thoi sinh vién sao?”

Pay la don tdn cong manh m€ nha't ma tdi ¢ the lam dwoe vao lic ay.
T6i chi muén gy ton thwong ciu ta dwore ching nao hay chung da'y.

Va duong nhu nhing 101 d6 ¢6 hi€u qua. Ciu ta trung toi voi doi mét dd
ngau va ti€n dé€n nam co 4o toi.

“Khong bi€t nha van 1a ngwoi thé nao thi dung c¢6 to moém!”

“T6i khong bi€t, nhwng ¢ th€ ndi 101 nay. N&u phai lam d&€n mirc nay thi
nha vin ddng la nhirng con ngwoi dang thwong!”

“Vay chtr ai da c6 lic ngwong md nha van?”

“T6i khong con ngueong md nwra!”

Tbdi n6i vay thi cdu ta tha tay ra. “Vay la ding ddn.” C4u ta bd lai mot cAu
da’y va dinh roi khoi phong.



“Khoan da. D€ quén nay.” Td6i 18y cdi phong bi chira hai triéu yén va dwa
cho ciu ta.

Hidaka nhin phong bi ro1 nhin mat t61, nhun vai cam 13Y.

Sau d6 chirng hai, ba thdng troi qua, truyén dai ki cta Hidaka bit dau
dwore dang trén tap chi no. T6i doc va phat hién ra né dwoe 18y tr mdt ban
thdo trong may cudn v& Ian tredc. Nhwng ldc nay t6i da bo cude, hay ¢6
th€ néi da chuan bj tinh thdn & mdt mirc nha't dinh nén khong sd'c lam. Vi
toi da tw bd y dinh tré thanh nha vian, nén thdm chi con nghi du bang hinh
thirc nao di ntra, néu dwge doc gid dén nhan cau chuyén minh nghi ra thi
bi€t dau nhw viy cling tot.

Nhuw lic triedee, thinh thodng tdi vAn nhan dién thoai ctia Hatsumi. CO 4y
khong ngirng néi nhirng 1oi khinh miét chong minh va xin 16i téi. Tham chi
con noi the nay.

“Né&u anh Nonoguchi thd’y ty thi v&i canh sat vé viéc da dinh gi€t nguoi
tot hon, vdy dwng lo nghi cho em. Néu cung v&i anh Nonoguchi thi em
lu6n san sang chiu phat ba't ctr ldc nao.”

Hatsumi hi€u tdi ngoan ngoan nghe loi Hidaka 1a vi khong mu6n kéo co
dy vao. Nghe nhirng 1o &%, t6i hanh phic dén roi nwd'c mat. T6i cdm nhan
dwoc du khong con gdp mat, trdi tim ching t6i van k&t ndi voi nhau.

“Em khong can phai suy nghi d&n mirc da’y. Anh s& 1am gi d6. Chic chén
s€ c6 161 thoat ma.”

“Nhung, em thd’y ¢6 16i v&i anh...” Bén kia dau day, cd 4y khoc.

Toi ti€p tuc ndi nhirng 1oi an Gi nhwng that tinh t6i khong biét twr nay vé
sau phai lam sao. N6i la chiac chan s€ c6 167 thodt, nhung t6i cdm nhan
dwgc tron ven sy sdo rong trong nhirng tw ngtr do.

MOdi T'an nh¢ lai chuyén khi 4y, t0i dau kho' tot cfmg vi hdi hén. Tai sao
luc day to1 khong nghe lovi ¢ ay‘7 Toi tin rang néu ‘hai ngu’0’1 ty thu thi
cudc doi sau do cia chung t0i chic chin da khdc hén. [t nhat thi i da
khong mat di thir quy gid nhat trén doi.

Chic ciu da hiéu t6i dang néi vé viéc gi roi nhi? Pdng vay. Tdi dang néi
Ve cdi chét cia Hatsumi. Ca doi nay tdi khong th€ quén dwoc cdi ngay nhw
mot con 4c moOng a'y.

T6i1 bi€t vE vu tai nan khi doc bdo. Do ¢6 &y la vor cia mdt nha van an
khach nén bai bdo c6 phén lon hon nhirng vu tai nan giao thong thong
thwong.



To6i khong bi€t canh sat da diéu tra thé€ nao, nhwng cé vé bdo chi khong
hé nghi ngo viéc d6 1a tai nan don thuén. Sau d6 t6i cling khong nghe néi
cé gi thay doi vEé k&t luén tai nan. Nhwng twr khi bi€t vEé sy viéc nay, thi toi
da biét chic d6 khong phai 12 tai nan. C6 &y dd tr minh chAm ditt sinh
mang. C6 1€ t6i khong can phai vi€t vé dong co.

Nghi lai, ¢ 1€ ngwoi khi€n ¢ &y chét 1a toi. N&u tdi khdng danh ma't ly
tri, khong doi gi€t Hidaka thi dau xdy ra co’ sy nay.

C6 1€ da’y 1a sy trong rdng, trong sudt thoi gian d6 tdi 1a mot ngwdi chi
bi€t s6ng vay thoi. T6i thAm chi khong cé ca sire lwe d€ ty sat theo co Ay.
Strc khode t6i ciing xa'u di, tdi thwong xuyén nghi day.

Sau cdi chét cua Hatsumi, Hidaka van ti€p tuc cong viéc, khong c6 gi
thay doi. Ngoai nhirng ti€u thuy€t 18y tw ban thdo cua t6i, hinh nhw ciu ta
cling cong bd tac pham ty minh sang tac. T6i khong rd tdc pham nao dwoc
danh gia cao hon.

Khodng ntra ndm sau cdi chét cia Hatsumi, tdi nhidn dwgc bru pham tw
ciu ta. 30 trang gid'y A4 dwoc in bang may ddnh chir dwng trong mot phong
bi lon.

Ban dau t6i nghi d6 la tieu thuyé&t. Nhwng doc thtr thi t6i hi€u ra day la
mot thir khong the twdng twong noi. Sy két hgp gitra nhat ki ciia Hatsumi
va loi doc thoai ctia Hidaka. Phian nhiat ki thuat lai ki cang qué trinh
Hatsumi rovi vao mdi quan hé dic biét voi mdt nguoi dan dng tén N (la toi),
roi cung nhau am muu, 1€n k& hoach gi€t chong minh. Con phan doc thoai
cua Hidaka binh thdn miéu td ndi u sAu cta ngwoi chdong khong nhan ra
dwoc trai tim ngeoi vor dang dan xa cach. Va vy dn gi€t ngwoi khong thanh
d6 xdy ra. C6 th€ né6i cho dén day la sy that, nhwng toe d6 trd vE sau thi
hoan toan 1a sang tdc cia Hidaka. Hatsumi h6i hin v&i sai Tam cia minh
nén cau xin chdng tha thr. Hidaka danh thoi gian néi chuyén véi cd Ay
that 1au va quyét tAm lam lai tir dAu. Nhung moi chuyén vira méi bat dau
thi Hatsumi gdp tai nan giao thong. Thir truyén ki di nay dwoc két thiic
bing cdnh dim tang co Ay. C6 th& ngudi doc s& ddnh gid diy 12 mot tic
pham cam dong.

T6i a khau. Nghi bung day la cai quai gi? The& roi t6i d6, Hidaka goi dién
dén.

“Poc chwra?” Cau ta noi.

“Cau cé y gi khi viét cdi thee d6?”

“T61 dinh tuan sau giao cho bién tap vién. Co6 1€ s€ dang trén tap chi phat
hanh thang t&i.”



“Cau lam that sao? Lam vay chang phai sé sinh chuyén 1én sao?”

“C6 th&€ 1dm.” Hidaka c6 v& rat binh tinh. Vi vay tdi cang tha'y ghé so.

“Né&u cau cho ding thir nay thi t6i s€ ndi toan bd sy that day.”

“Né6i gi?”

“Con phai héi! La chuyén ciu da #n cip tic pham ctia toi.”

“O!” Cau ta khong hé bdi roi. “Ai tin may chuyén d6 ha? Cau con chaalng
c6 ching ci.”

“Ching cwr...?”

Toi giat minh. Hidaka da cudp di cho vé ghi chép d6, khong thé ching
minh viéc dao van cla ciu ta. Va tdi nhan ra. Rang Hatsumi chét, tirc nhan
ching duy nhét da chét.

“Nhung...” Hidaka néi. “Phadn h'6i ki nay khong nhat thi€t phai cong bd
lién. Tuy tinh hinh ma t6i ¢6 th€ hoan.”

T6i mo h'd hi€u ra diéu cdu ta mudn ndi. Va ding nhw dy dodn, ciu ta
ndi, “50 trang ban thdo. N€u c6 ti€u thuy€t co dad’y thi t6i s€ giao cho bién
tap vién thay vao do.”

ROt cudc muc dich cua ciu ta la déy\. CAu ta mudn tao ra tinh thé” b&t bude
ép tOi phdi tré thanh “tac gid ma” bang bat cr gid nao. Va tdi khong cé
cach nao d€ chong lai. Vi Hatsumi, tdi ciing khong the€’ d€ cau ta giao ra cai
truyén nhw thé nay.

“Han chot 1a khi nao?” T61 héi.

“Cudi tuan sau.”

“Va day l1a Tan cudi cung dd'y nhé?”

Nhung cdu ta khong tra loi cau hdi nay cua toi.

“Vay, khi nao xong li€n lac cho t6i.” N6i ro6i cau ta cip may.

Nghiém khéc ma néi thi hdm dé 12 ngay toi chinh thirc tré thanh “tac gia
ma” cho Hidaka. K&t do, t6i viét tong cdng muoi bay truyén ngan va ba
tieu thuy€t cho cau ta. Nhirng gi trong dia mém canh sat thu dwgec 1a nhirng
tdc pham do.

Co6 Ié canh sat Kaga thdy that ki la ddng khong? C6 th€ cau nghi phai c6
cach chéng ddi nao d6 chr? N6i that long thi t6i d& mét mdi trong cudc
chién tim 1y v&i Hidaka. T6i dan dan nghi rang chi ¢an nghe 10 cdu ta viét
ti€u thuy&t thi 156i lAm cua t6i va Hatsumi s& khong bj bai 10, va nhw vay sé
thodi mdi hon. Va that ki qudi 1a hai, ba nam tréi qua, m6i quan hé cua to6i
va Hidaka tré thanh m&i quan hé hop tac twong d6i tam dau y hop.



Co6 1€ do ban than khdng hirng thd véi truyén danh cho tré em nén cu ta
da gidi thiéu t6i v&i nha xudt ban chuyén lam sach van hoc thi€u nhi.
Nhung cling ¢6 thé' 1a do ¢6 chiit cam gidc t6i 10i v&i toi. C6 Tan ciu ta noi
th& nay.

“Xong truyén dai 'an toi, toi s€ giai phdng cho ciu. Gidi tan cap d6i.”

To1 khong tin vao tai minh. “That sao?”

“That. C6 diéu, cau chi dworc viét truyén danh cho tré em. Pwng 14 sang
san cda toi. Hieu cht?”

Khong phai néi qua chir t6i ngo ¢ nhe mét gidc mo. Cudi cung ciing
dworc tr do.

Sau d6 mot thdi gian t6i méi biét ding sau sy thay d6i ctia Hidaka 13
cudc hoén nhan véi Rie. Ho tinh d&n chuyén di cw sang Vancouver, va hinh
nhw Hidaka cting dinh nhan co hdi dé thanh todn moi duyén n¢’ 1au nay.

Co6 1€ doi tan hon &y rat mong dovi ngay 1€n dwong, nhwng t6i nghi minh
con mong hon ho.

Va dén ngay hom do.

Hoém d6, t6i cAm theo dia mém cé chira ban thao “Cénh ctra bing gia”
dén nha Hidaka. D6 la Tan cudi cung t61 giao dia mé€m tryc ti€p cho cau ta.
Sau khi cdu ta di Canada, chiing t6i s€ gwri ban thdo bang fax. Vi t6i khong
¢6 mdy tinh d€ chia sé dir liéu nay no. Va khi truyén dai ki “Canh ctra bang
£i4” nay két thic thi m&i quan hé gitra ching t6i cling k&t thuc.

Nhéan dia mém roi, Hidaka hao hirng néi vé can nha m&i & Vancouver.
T6i nghe cho ¢6 r'oi cudi cung dé cap dén viéc ctia minh.

“Nhan tién, thix lic tredc ¢6 ndi, cau da hira h6m nay s€ giao cho t6i.”

“Thit ldc trede da n6i? La cdi gi vay?” Chic chin khong quén nhung cir

ai né tranh nhw vay la tinh cach caa Hidaka.

h tranh nhw la tinh cach Hidak

“V& ghi chép. My quyén v lic trwede.”

“V&?” Cau ta gid bd nghiéng dau, sau dé6 moi gat gu. “A! May quyén vé
d6 ha? Suyt nwra thi quén.”

Cau ta m& ngan kéo ban lam viéc, 18y ra tam quyén vo cii. Chinh xac, d6
la nhirng quyén cdu ta da cuwdp cla toi.

T6i 6m chat may quyén vé sau bao ndim mdi quay lai vao long. Vi toi
nghi chi ¢an c6 chiing, tdi ¢6 th€ chirng minh viéc dao van ctia Hidaka, toi
c6 th€ ngang hang v&i ciu ta.

“Cau c6 vé hanh phiic nhi?” C4u ta n6i.

~



“U thi...”

“Nhwng ti cling ¢6 nghi roi, may quyén vé d6 thi cé y nghia gi?”

“Y nghia? Dwong nhién 1a ¢6 roi. Ching c6 the chirng minh nguyén mau
ma’Yy ti€u thuy€t cau da cong b6 1a do t6i viet.”

“Vay sao? Nhung cling ¢6 th€ giai thich ngugc lai ddy. Thc cling c6 the
cho rang n6i dung trong ma’y quyén v¢& d6 la nhirng thir viét lai khi doc tac
pham cua t6i.”

“Cai gi...” Toi tha'y song leng minh lanh toat. “Cau dinh chdi to1 nhw vay
sao?”

“Choi t0i w? Toi choi toi voi ai chr? Nhwng gid st ciu cho nguoi thir ba
xem may thir do, t6i cling danh néi vy thdi. Ma nguoi thir ba sé tin ai?
Khong, téi khong ¢6 y tranh cdi voi cdu vé chuyén nay. Nhwng t6i mubn
noi cho cdu biét, n€u cdu cho rang nho 187y lai dwg'c may quyen vé da'y ma
ciu co lgi the€ hon t6i thi d6 chi 1a do twdng.”

“Hidaka!” Tdi tritng mét nhin c4u ta. “T6i khong 1am tdc gid ma nita. Toi
s€ khong vi cau ma vi€t...”

“‘Canh ctra bang gid’ 1a tdc pham cudi cung chir gi? To6i hi€u ma.”

“Vay tai sao cau noi nhw vay?”

“Khong c¢6 1y do gi ddc biét ca. Téi chi mudn ndi quan hé gitra ching ta
s€ khong c6 gi thay doi ma thoi.”

Nhin Hidaka cwoi lanh tanh, toi da tin rang con ngwoi nay khong hé cé y
mudn gidi phéng t6i. Mot lic nao dé cau ta s€ lai tim dén t6i d€ 1o dung
khi can thiét.

“Cudn bang va con dao & dau?” Toi hoi.

“Cudn bang va con dao? Chuyén gi?”

“Purng c6 vor vit! La cudn bang va con dao hdm d6.”

“T6i bao quan can than r'oi. O noi chi c6 t6i bi€t.”

Khi Hidaka ndi thi c6 ti€ng go ctra. Rie bwdc vao cho biét Fujio Miyako
dén.

DPing ra d6 1a ngwoi Hidaka khdong mudn gidp, nhung ciu ta néi sé gap.
Chac chan vi muén duoi khéo toi di.

T6i gidu con tire gidn trong long, chao Rie va roi khoi nha Hidaka tw 167
ctra ra vao. Trong ghi chép toi vi€t cd Ay tien tdi d€n tin ngoai cong, nhung
ding nhw canh sat Kaga da chi ra, that ra chi dé€n ctra ra vao.



Ra khdi ctra, tdi vong ra veon va di vé phia phong lam viéc cua Hidaka,
sau d6 nap dudi cira s ling nghe cudc trd chuyén clia Hidaka va Fujio
Miyako. Ping nhw dy dodn, Hidaka ti€p chuyén nhwng lang tranh van de.
Tigu thuy&t Viing cdin sdn bdt ma c6 Ay dé cip toan bd do toi viét, nén
Hidaka khong thé néi dwoc gi cho rd rang.

Cudi cung Fujio Miyako ra vé v&i vé mat buc boi. Khong 1au sau do, Rie
cling roi khoi nha. Sau d6 nira, d&n lwgt Hidaka ciing roi khdi phong. Hinh
nhw ciu ta di rira tay.

Co hoi ngan nam c6 mot! Téi nghi bung. Va quyét dinh. Néu bo 1o co
hdi nay, t6i s€ khong the thoat khdi ban tay ma cta Hidaka.

May mén 12 ctra s& khong khéa. Tdi Am tham 1&n vio, ditng canh ctra cho
Hidaka quay lai phong. Tdi nim chit trong tay d'6 chin gid’y bang dong.

To1 nghI kh6ng can giai thich nhiéu vé doan sau. Ngay khi Hidaka vira
quay vé phong, tw phia sau to1 dirt khodt gidng mot don vao dau ciu ta. Cau
ta nga lan ra trong tich tdc. Nhung toi khong 1o da chét hin hay chwa. Do
d6 d€ chic chén, toi dung day dién thoai siét cd.

Poan sau thi ding nhw suy dodn ctia canh sat Kaga. T6i nghi dén viéc
ding mdy tinh cua cu ta d€ tao chirng cttr ngoai pham. Thd that d6 1a ti€u
xao t6i da nghi t trwede, d€ dung khi viét truyén trinh thdm danh cho tré
em. Ciu cr croi di. Ping nhw ting con chi, 1a cdi bay d€ Itra tré con da'y.

Th& nhung t0i vAn cAu nguyén, mong sao hanh vi pham tdi clia minh
khong bi bai 16. BDong thoi cling mong sao cho vu dn giét ngwoi khong
thanh m&y nam trwdc cling khong bi phat hién. Cling vi nguyén vong d6 ma
toi ddn Rie thong bdo ngay cho t6i khi nhirng cudn bang Hidaka quay dwoc
gt trd t Canada dén noi.

Nhung canh sdt Kaga da lién tuc kham phd ra nhing bi mat cua toi. No6i
thang thi t61 cam thu nang lwc suy doan sdc bén d6. Bwong nhién toi co
ghét canh sat Kaga cling chang lam dwoec gi nhi.

To6i da viét & doan dau, viéc khoét phan sach bén trong cuén Da quang
trung va gidu cudn bang chirng cr trong d6 qua that dang kinh ngac. Téac
pham Dag quang tring 1a mdt trong s§ it nhirng ti€u thuy€t chinh tay Hidaka
Vi€t, va canh nhan vit chinh suyt bi v¢r va nguoi tinh giét dwoc viét trong
do, khong ¢an néi ciing biét, dwoe 18y tr nguyén mau vu dn dém no. Chinh
vi nhén ra sy tring hop gitra ndi dung d6 v&i canh téi dot nhap vao nha tw
ctra sO ma canh sat Kaga da tim ra chan twdng ctia vu an, t6i khong khoi
cam khai sy cd cha’p cua Hidaka.



Nhirng gi t6i phdi thd nhan da hét. Toéi thwe sy mudn gite bi mat chuyén
vé Hatsumi nén da khong ndéi ra dong co gi€t nguoi. Xin 16i vi da gly
phién phtrc cho cdu, nhung mong ciu hi€u cho tinh cam cua t6i.

Bay gio thi t6i chdp nhan bat cr hinh phat nao.



6: QUA KHU (1)
Ghi chép cua Kaga Kyoichiro

Ngay 14 thang Nam, t6i dén treong trung hoc co s& s6 ba caa tinh, noi
Nonoguchi day hoc dén thang Ba vwra roi. Vwa ding gio’ tan hoc nén rat
déng hoc sinh 0la ra cong treong d€ vé nha. Noi san van dong, nhém nam
sinh ¢6 1€ cta clu lac by dién kinh dang dung cao d€ san dat cho bang
phang.

Sau khi xwng danh & van phong, tdi xin phép dwgrc gdp mat nhirng gido
vién da tung than thi€t véi Nonoguchi. C6 nhan vién van phong ban bac
voi cip trén va chay di lién lac v&i phong gido vu. Mat nhi€u thoi gian
hon so v&i dy tinh nén téi kha s6't rudt, nhwng tdi nhé ra trvong hoc 1a noi
nhw vdy. Sau khi bj bt chd gan hai muoi phit, cudi ciung tdi dwoc moi
dén phong ti€p khéch.

Thay hiéu tredng dang nguoi nhd thé tén Eto va mot thay day Van tén
Fujiwara dén gip to6i. C6 1€ thdy hiéu tredng cung dén de€ theo doi thay
Fujiwara c¢6 ndi nang lung tung khong.

Truwdc tién, tdi hdi xem hai ngwoi ¢ biét vu dn Hidaka Kunihiko bi giét
hai khong. Ca hai déu tra lovi biét rd. Ho bi€t cd viéc Nonoguchi la “tic gia
ma” cia Hidaka va déng cor gi€t nguwoi 1a toe nhirng tranh céi lién quan dén
viéc d6. Tham chi ho ¢6 vé con mudn bi€t thém thong tin tir toi.

Khi t6i hoi ho ¢6 bi€t manh mdi gi vé viéc Nonoguchi viét thay khong thi
thdy Fujiwara c6 chut ngai ngan noi.

“T6i biét anh ta viét ti€u thuyét, cling tng doc qua tap chi nhi dong cé
ding tic pham ciia anh ta. Nhung c6 nam mo cling khong nghi anh ta 12 'tic
gia ma’, lai con vi€t thay nha van noi ti€ng nira.”

“Théy c6 teng thdy ldc Nonoguchi viét ti€u thuyét khong?”

“Khong. Anh ta ¢6 cong viéc clia gido vién & treong ma, nén chic viét
sau khi V€& nha hodc ngay nghi.”

“Vay la cong viéc cia Nonoguchi ldc lam thay gido nhe nhang d&€n mirc
c6 the viét truyén?”

“Khong, cdng viéc clia anh ta chic chin khong thé néi 12 thodi mdi dau.
C6 diéu anh ta thwong vé som. Péc biét tv mua thu ndm ngodi. V&i lai,
anh ta thwong khon khéo lang tranh nhirng viéc linh tinh lién quan dén cic
hoat dong cua treong. T6i khong 16 tén bénh nhwng moi nguwoi déu biét
anh ta bi bénh nén ciing bd qua. Ma thyc t&€ thi ra anh ta lam vay d€ c¢6 thoi



gian vi€t ti€u thuy€t cho Hidaka Kunihiko nhi? That 1a mot chuyén dang
kinh ngac.”

“Théy ndi anh ta thwong vé s¢'m tir mua thu ndm ngodi, vay cu thé ¢6 gi
ghi chép lai viéc d6 khong?”

“Sao ta, & treong khong ¢6 mdy chdm c6ng. Nhwng chinh xdc 1a tie mua
thu ndm ngodi ma. Gido vién mon Qudc ngtr thwong tdp hop khoang hai
twdn mot Tan nhung tr dao d6, anh ta khéng tham gia nira.”

“Trudc da’y thi khong nhw vay?”

“Tuy khong phai 1a ngwoi nhiét tinh trong cdng viéc, nhwng trede day
anh ta van tham gia.”

Sau d6 t6i thir hdi vE tinh cach cia Nonoguchi Osamu.

“MOot nguoi kiém loi, khong bigt dang nghi gi trong long. Liic nao cling
mo mang nhin ra ngoai ctra s0. Nhung gio nghi lai, han anh ta cling kho
tdm lam nhi. Téi nghi ban chad't khéng phai 1a ngwoi xau. Toi ¢ cam giac
hi€u dwore bi d6i x& nhw vay thi ciing ¢é lic tirc nwdc vo* b ma lam ra
chuyén Tam 1&°. T6i cling thich va twng doc may ti€u thuyét cia Hidaka
Kunihiko, nhwng khi nghi d6 that ra 1a Nonoguchi vi€t thi lai cam thdy
khéc han.”

T6i ndi 1o cdm on va ra ve.

Trén dwong tw treong cap hai vé c6 mdt tiém van phong pham lon. Toi
vao d6, cho nir nhan vién thu ngan xem hinh Nonoguchi Osamu va hoi
ngwoi khach nay mét nam nay cé dén ti€ém khong.

Co nhan vién trd 1& c6 vé da ting thay qua nhung khong nhé chic 14m.

Ngay 15 thang Nam, toi di gdp Hidaka Rie. T mét tuén trwde, cd ay da
chuyén sang sdng tai mdt can ho & Yokohama. Khi tdi lién lac, giong néi cd
ay vo cung u ua't. Cé 1€ cd &y chuyén nha vi khong mudn bj nhac dén vu
an nén day la chuyén dwong nhién. Nhung du viy c6 2y van chiu gdp toi,
chac vi t6i 1a canh sat, khdng phai gidi truyén thong.

Ching t6i hen giip nhau & mdt quin nuwdc trong trung tAm mua sam gan
can hd. Co &y lo ngai con mat ctia gidi truyén thong nén khong mudn toi
dén nha.

Quan nwde & bén canh mot ctra hang thoi trang dang ¢é dot khuyén mai.
Tw ngoai khong th€ thd’y mat khach, lai 0n ao vira da nén ra't ly twong d€
néi nhirng chuyén khéng mu6én ngwoi khac nghe. Ching tdi ng'6i doi dién
nhau tai mot ban trong géc tieém.



Péu tién, t6i hdi tham cb &y cb gi thay doi khong. Hidaka Rie cwoi dau
khdo tredre ciu hoi do.

“Khong ¢6 gi thay doi, toi van sdng nhitng ngay khong dworc thodi méi
cho 1am. Chi mong xung quanh s&'m yén ldng cho t6i dwgrc nho.”

“Dinh d&n vu an hinh sy 1a vdy ma, danh chju xdo trén mét thoi gian.”

T6i n61 vay nhung xem ra khong an i duoe cd Ay. Co Ay ldc dau, buc
tirc ma no6i lién thoang.

“Nguoi ta y thiee dwore day 1a vu dan hinh sy va ching t6i 1a nguoi bi hai
dwore bao nhiéu chr? Ho 1am nhw scandal cia nghé si, chwa k€ con néi nhw
the chiing t6i m&i 1a ké xau.”

V& diéu nay thi khong th€ pha nhén. Quaé that, truyén hinh, tap chi, hét
thay déu nhan manh viéc Hidaka danh cap tac pham cua ban than hon la
vi€c anh ta bi gié’t Ngoai ra, khi chuyén c6 lién quan dén viéc ngoai tinh
clia ngwoi vor treeoe, thi dwong nhién 1a ca nhirng phong vién mang gidi tri
thwong chang bao gio dinh ddang dén van dan ciling vui mung bay dén 18y
tin.

“Chi khong nén quan tdm dén gidi truyén thong.”

“Puwong nhién t6i s€ bo hg, khong thi sao ma chju noi. Nhwng mia mai
thay, khong chi c6 gidi truyén thdng phién phirc.”

“Pa c6 chuyén gi a?”

“Vang, da chuyén. Pién thoai va thw quay ro1 toi tAp. Ma khong biét ho
tim hi€u thé nao lai I'4n ra nha me dé t6i. Chac nho truyén thong ma ho biét
toi khong con sdng & nha chdong nira.”

Chuyén nay c6 the xay ra.

“Chi da bao canh sat chwa?”

“Ciing c6 bdo roi. Nhung may chuyén nay, dau phai bdo canh sat la giai
quy€t dwgrc dung khong?”

C6 ay noi dung, nhwng t6i khdng the€ néi ra.

“No6i dung dién thoai, thw tir chi y&u 1a thé’ nao?”

“Cling da thee. Nao la doi tra lai ti€n nhuén but, r'oi c6 ngwoi con gii ca
thuing sach ctia chong t6i cling v&i 14 thw ¢6 ndi dung ki€u da ing ho ma bi
phan boi. Con ca thw kéu gao tra lai gidi thwdng van hoc ciing nhiéu.”

“T6i hi€u r'oi.”

To6i doan rat it kha nang ta't ca nhitng ngwoi quay r6i do6 that 1a nguoi
ham md ctia Hidaka Kunihiko hay la nhirng ngwoi yéu van hoc thuc su.



Khoéng, nguoc lai, cé 1€ hau hét bon ho trede d6 thadm chi con khong biét
dén cai tén Hidaka Kunihiko. D6 1a loai nguoi tim dén vui swéng bang
cach gy kho chiu cho ngwoi khéc, Iic nao cling giwvong mat tim ki€m co’
h6i nhw vay & dau d6. Do vay véi ho, d6i phwong 1a ai ciing dworc.

Khi nghe t6i néi vay, Hidaka Rie ciing gat dau nhw dong cam.

“Mia mai 12 nghe néi sich ctia ch'ong toi lai ban ra't chay. Chic ciing lai
cai 1t héng chuyén.”

“Poi ¢6 nhiéu loai ngwoi ma.”

T6i cling bi€t chuyén sach ctia Hidaka Kunihiko dang ban chay. Nhung
phén hién tai dang ban chi la phan sach ¢6 san trong kho, chir hinh nhw nha
xud't ban khong cé dy dinh in thém. To6i nhé lai bién tdp vién phu nhin gia
thi€t “tdc gid ma”. C6 1€ ho cling dinh im ldng quan sit mot thoi gian
chang?

“A, con ¢6 ho hang ctia Nonoguchi lién lac dén nira.”

C6 ay no6i nhw the’ khdng c6 chuyén gi nhwng thong tin nay khi€n t6i ngac
nhién.

“Ho hang ctia Nonoguchi? V¢ chuyén gi?”

“C6 vé mudn doi lgi nhuén cua cac tac pham tw tredec d€n nay. Ho ndi
sach vi€t dya trén tdc pham ctia Nonoguchi thi it nhiéu ho cling c6 quyén
nhan phi nguyén tic. Ngwoi cdu ding ra lam dai dién.”

Ngwoi ciu xud't hién c6 1€ do Nonoguchi khéng cé anh chi em, cha me
cling da qua doi. Nhung du gi di ntra, viéc yéu cau tra tién that dang kinh
ngac. Qua la ¢6 ngwoi nghi ra dwgre nhiéu chuyén that.

“Vay chi da trd 1o thé nao?”

“To1 noi d€ trao do1 vori ludt sw roi sé tra 1o1.”

“Chi lam vay la tot.”

“That long ma ndi, t6i cr nghi r6t cudc 1a chuyén quai gi day? That toi
chua tng nghe chuyén ngwoi bi hai lai bi ho hang ctia hung thu doi tién co’
day.”

“Trweong hep nay ciing dac biét, ma td6i khong ranh luat phwong dién do
nén khong the néi gi ro rang, nhwng t6i nghi chi khong can phai trd cho ho
dau.”

“Vang, toi cling nghi vidy. Nhung van dé khong phai tién. Toi tirc & chd
nguroi ta néi chdong toi bj gi€t 1a do tw minh chudc 18y. Ca cédi ngwoi goi la
cau cua Nonoguchi cling khong c6 vé gi dy ndy.”



Hidaka Rie bam mdi, td vé hon thua. Trong cd &y cé vé tiec gidn hon la
buon ba nén t6i 18y 1am yén tdm. C6 &y ma khoc & dy thi that phién phirc.

“T6i nh¢ tung néi voi anh Kaga roi, qua nhién t6i van khong thé tin
dworc ch'dng minh n cdp tdc pham cta ngwoi khdc. Vi mdi khi anh 4y néi
Ve tdc phAm mdi, mét anh Ay sang 1én nhw mot dira tré vay. Cam gidc nhw
anh &y thyc s vui mung khi ¢é th€ tao nén mot cau chuyén theo ding suy
nghi ctia minh.”

T6i gat gu tredc nhirng 101 thuy€t phuc cia Hidaka Rie. Vi t6i ra't hi€u
tinh cam cta c6 8y. Nhung & day t6i khong th€ néi ra cdu dong y. Khong
bi€t c¢6 phdi doc dwoe ndi tam cua téi khong ma c¢6 &y khong néi thém y
ki€n gi nwra, quay sang héi ly do t6i tim dén.

To6i rit mé tai liéu tw tdi trong 4o khoac ra, dat 1én ban.

“Trwdece tién, nho chi doc qua céi nay.”

“La gi vay?”

“Ghi chép cua Nonoguchi Osamu.”

Hidaka Rie td vé kho chiu thd’y rd tredre clu ndi ctia toi.

“T6i khong mudn doc. Chéc toan nhitng dong viét ch'ong tdi da doi xi
t0i t€ v&i anh ta nhw thé nao thoi chir gi. Toi da bi€t n6i dung dai khai qua
bao chi roi.”

“Chéc chi dang néi vé phan thd nhan sau khi Nonoguchi Osamu bj bét,?
Phian ghi chép nay khac v&i phan d6. Ngay sau khi pham tdi, d€ che mat
canh sat, Nonoguchi da cd y vi€t mdt ban ghi chép khac voi sy that, chi
bi€t ma nhi? Pay la ban sao phan do.”

Co &'y ¢6 vé hi€u ra vadn @é€ nhung mit van khoé chju.

“Vay sao. Nhwng doc thir khong ding v&i sy that thi ¢ y nghia gi dau?”

“Chij khoan hing néi vay, trudce tién cit doc gidp tdi di. Khong dai 14m
nén t61 nghi chi doc xong ngay tho6i.”

“Bay gio, tai ddy sao?”

“Véang, nho chi.”

Chic chin co A%y thdy toi ra't ki la, nhung ciing khong hoi thém gi nira,
dwa tay cam xap gidy.

Khoang mwoi 1am phit sau, ¢d 'y ngang 1én khadi xap tai liéu do.

“T61 doc roi1, nhwng c6 gi trong day?”

“Trong ghi chép nay cé phan Nonoguchi cong nhan 1a nguy tao, tredc hét
la phian d6i thoai véi Hidaka Kunihiko. Anh ta khai that ra khong 6n hoa



nhw the’ ma 13 cudc tranh cii kha gay git.”

“C6 vé vay nhi?”

“Ngoai ra, chuyén nay thi t6i da tung hoi chj roi, doan Nonoguchi roi
khoi nha chij ldc Ay la trdi voi sw that. Thue t€, chi chi tién Nonoguchi dén
ctra ra vao nhwng & day anh ta vi€t la ra tdn ngoai cong.”

“Vang.”

“Nhitng doan khéc chi thd’y sao? C6 diém nao chi nhé 1a khdc hin véi
ndi dung ghi chép nay khong?”

“Nhung doan khac a?”

Hidaka Rie té v& phan van, nhin xudng ban ghi chép. Sau dé 1ic dau vdi
vé khong ty tin.

“Khong c6 gi dac biét.”

“Vay chi ¢6 nh& nhirng gi Nonoguchi da néi, da lam ma khong dwge viét
trong nay khong? Chi ti€t nhd cling dwoe. Vi du chuyén gitra chirng anh ta
di v€ sinh cling dugc.”

“T6i khong nhé 16 14m, nhwng hinh nhw hdm d6 Nonoguchi khong di vé
sinh.”

“Vay goi di€n thoai? Anh ta c6 goi di€n thoai di dau khong?”

“Cha... N&u goi tir phong lam viéc ctia ch'0ong t6i thi t6i that khong biét.”

That ra, Hidaka Rie c6 vé khong nhé rd 1dm nhitng gi xay ra ngdy hom
d6. Vao thoi di€ém Nonoguchi dé€n nha, c6 &y khong tai nao biét dwo'c hom
dé6 s€ 1a mot ngay dic biét d6i vai ¢ nén au ciling 1a chuyén dwong nhién.

Khi t6i dinh bd cudc thi ba't cho't ¢6 &y ngang dau Ién.

“A, néi m&i nhé, c6 mot viée.”

“Lagi?”

“Co6 th€ khong li€n quan gi...”

“Khong sao ca.”

“HOm dé khi ra vé, Nonoguchi da tang ching td6i mot chai sam panh lam
qua. Trong ban ghi chép nay khdng vi€t chuyén do.”

“Sam panh? Chi chic 13 vio hom d6 cht?”

“Chéc chin.”

“Khi ra vé, vay cu th€ anh ta da dwra nhw thé nao?”

“Khi ¢6 Fujio Miyako dén, Nonoguchi roi khéi phong lam viéc cia
ch'ong tdi. Anh ta bdo 1a mai néi chuyén véi Hidaka nén quén mat, chir that



ra ¢6 mua chai sdm panh, roi dwa chai rwgru de€ trong tii gidy. Anh ta néi
budi t61 hai ngwoi udng & khach san di nén tdi cling khong khach sdo nhan
18y.”

“Chai sam panh d6 sao roi?”

“To1 do toi da ca't vao ta lanh cha khach san. T6i nhd sau vu an, khach
san c6 goi dién d&€n nhwng t6i nho ho cr xr 1y ho.”

“Vay la chi chwa uong?”

“Véng, t6i d€ lanh, dinh thong thd uéng chung v&i chong khi anh &y
xong viéc, d€n khach san.”

“Lau nay c6 chuyén nhuw vay khong? Nonoguchi dem rwgru d€n lam qua,
khong chi sam panh?”

“C6 the tredre d6 1au r'oi thi ¢, nhung trong pham vi toi bi€t thi d6 1a Tan
dau tién. Vi Nonoguchi von la ngwoi khdong uéng rwou.”

“Ra Véy-”

Trong ban thd nhan, ban than Nonoguchi viét 1a Tan dau ti€én d&€n nha
Hidaka, anh ta dem theo chai Scotch, dworng nhién Hidaka Rie khong bi€t
chuyén luc Y.

To6i héi con ¢6 viée gi d€ lai an twong ma khong dwore vi€t trong ban ghi
chép khong. Hidaka Rie suy nghi kha 1au nhung néi khong th€ nhé ra viée
gi khac. Va chat van nguoc lai toi sao bay gio’ lai hdi nhirng viéc nay.

“PE k&t thic mot vu 4n can nhiéu thd tuc phirc tap. Va viéc xac nhan
cling 1a mot trong cac thu tuc d6.”

Vo cua ngwoi bi hai ¢6 vé khong nghi ngo loi giai thich cida toi.

Ngay sau khi tam biét Hidaka Rie, t61 goi di€n dén khach san noi vo
chdong Hidaka dinh ngt lai h6m xdy ra vu an d€ hdi vé chai sam panh. Tuy
hoi 1au nhung cudi cing tdi dwgrc ndi chuyén voi ngeoi phu trach con nhé
viéc hom do.

“T6i nhé 12 Dom Pérignon Rose. Con ndm nguyén trong ti lanh. Do 1a
reou ddt tién, lai chwa khui nén t61 da goi dién cho chdc chdn. Va khach néi
phia khéach san ct x& 1y nén t6i da lam theo.”

Anh nhén vién khéch san tra 1o lich sw.

T6i héi vay chai sim panh d6 sao roi. Anh nhan vién hoi ling ting, sau
dé6 thu nhan da dem vé nha.

To6i ti€p tuc hdi da udng chwa. Anh ta trd loi da udng khoang hai tuan
tredre, va da vt chai.



“Co van dé gi khong a?”

Anh ta hdi v&i vé lo ldng.

“Khong, khong c6 van dé gi. Ma chai sam panh dé ngon khong?”

“Vang, chuyén doé thi khéi phai n6i.”

Nghe anh ta tra 1o voi giong néi vui vé xong toi ctp dién thoai.

Sau khi vé nha, t61 xem video. La cu6n bang Nonoguchi ddt nhap nha
Hidaka. T6i nho t6 ki€m tra sang ra mdt cudn khac.

T6i xem di xem lai nhwng khong thu hoach dwoc gi. Chi thd'y quanh di
quan lai m6t man hinh nham chan.

Ngay 16 thang Nam, khoang hon mot gio’ chiéu, tdéi dé€n tham van phong
kinh doanh & Ikebukuro ctia Cong ty cO phéan Ba't dong san Yokoda. D¢ la
mdt van phong nhd mat chinh dién lam bang kinh, c¢6 hai cdi ban bang thép
dat trong goc quay.

Khi t6i budc vao, Fujio Miyako dang lam cdng viéc van phong gi d6 mét
minh. Hinh nhw nhan vién khac da ra ngoai. Vay nén t6i khong th€ moi cd
&y ra ngoai, danh ng'6i d6i dién nhau néi chuyén & ban ti€p tan. Néu nhin
tw ngoai han tréng nhw mdt anh chang dang ngo dang tim nha tro gia ré.

T6i nhanh chéng lwdt qua chuyén ngoai I€, vao thflng van dé trong tam.

“Chi c6 bi€t ndi dung ban thd nhén cia Nonoguchi?”

Fujio Miyako git d4u v&i vé cing thing.

“T61 ¢6 doc nd1 dung dai khai trén bao.”

“Chi nghi thé¢' nao?”

“Thé& nao 1a... Tom lai t6i ra't ngac nhién. Vi vy nghia 1a ca Ving cdm
san bat ciing do ngwoi d6 viét.”

“Theo thd nhan ctia Nonoguchi, Hidaka Kunihiko khong phai tac gia thyc
sy cda tdc pham d6 nén khi thwong lwong voi chi méi khong td thai do rd
rang dwoc, nhung chi nghi sao vé di€éu d6? Chi ¢6 cam tha’y gi khong?”

“That long ma néi, t6i khdng ddm chic. Khi néi chuyén \(é’i anh Hidaka,
ding 1a lic nao ciing ¢c6 cam gidc anh ta dang lang nhang lang tranh,
nhung...”

“Tuc la khi n6i chuyén voi Hidaka, chi khong th&y gi ki la trong 1o n6i
cta anh ta v&i tw cach tac gia Viung cdm san bat?”

“T6i nghi 12 khong. Nhung, t6i khong chic. Vi ai ma ngo anh Hidaka
khong phai 1a tac gid thyc sg.”

C6 th& néi nhirng 1¢i nay ra't ding din.



“Vay thtt nghi tic gid thwyc sy cta Ving cdm sdn bdt 12 Nonoguchi
Osamu, thi chj c6 thdy di€m nao hop ly, hay ngwoe lai, khong thuy€t phuc
khong?”

“Chuyén d6 thi qua thét t6i khdng th€ tra 1oi mot cach tw tin dwoe. Ca
ngwoi tén Nonoguchi d6 va anh Hidaka déu la ban cung thoi véi anh to6i
nén déu cé th€ viét ra cudn ti€u thuyét da'y. Néu c6 néi ngwoi viét thue sy
la Nonoguchi Osamu thi tdi ciing chi nghi ‘A, ra la vay’ thoi. Von di toi
ctiing khong bi€t ro anh Hidaka ma.”

“Co I 1a vay nhi.”

Khi t6i vira nghi xem ra khong th€ ¢6 dwoc thdng tin gi hon t Fujio
Miyako thi co &y ti€p tuc cau chuyeén.

“C6 diéu, n€u nguoi viét ti€u thuyét d6 khong phai la anh Hidaka thi c6
1€ t6i can doc lai Ian nira. B&i tdi van ludn cho rang nhan vat xuat hién
trong ti€u thuyét 1a anh Hidaka 148y nguyén mau twr anh ta. Néu tdc gia
khong phai 1a anh Hidaka thi nguy&n mau cua nhan vat d6 ciing khong phai
la anh ta.”

“Ttc 1a sao? Chi ¢6 th€ néi ki hon dwgrc khong?”

“Anh canh sat di doc Viing cdin sdn bdt chwa?”

“T6i chwra doc sach nhung dai khai nim dwoc ndi dung. Toi chi doc ban
tom tat do mot canh sat khac doc va viétra.”

“Truyén d6 c6 néi vé thoi cdp hai cia nhan vat chinh. Nhan vt chinh
dung bao lyc bat ban bé phuc ting minh, va ra stcc lam ngwoi nao ciu ta
tha’y ghét phai dau don. Cach néi bay gio’ 1a bat nat. Va chju thiét thoi nha't
la ngwoi ban cung 1op tén Hamaoka. Toi da nghi nhan vat tén Hamaoka d6
la anh Hidaka.”

Nho doc tém tét, toi biét trong truyén c6 canh bit nat. Nhwng phan tém
tat khong vi€t chi ti€t dén ca t€n ri€ng nhan vat.

“Tai sao chi nghi ciu hoc sinh d6 la Hidaka?”

“Vi tong th€ truyén d6 dworc viét theo ki€u h'di twdng ctia nhan vat tén
Hamaoka. Chwa k€, ndi dung phai goi la tai liéu thi ding hon 1a ti€u thuyét
nén to1 da nghi nhan vat thi€u ni€n nay la anh Hidaka.”

“Ra vay. Né&u vay thi t6i hieu.”

“V&i lai...” Fujio Miyako ti&p tuc sau khi ngap ngting trong tich tic. “T6i
nghi chinh vi anh Hidaka da gap phai nhtng chuyén nhw ciu thi€u nién
Hamaoka nén mé&i c6 thé nghi ra viéc viét ti€u thuyét d6.”

To1 ba't gidc nhin mat co 2.



“Y chj la sao?”

“Trong truyén, ciu thi€u nién Hamaoka ra't cdm thu nhéan vat chinh, trung
tdm cda nhtrng tro bat nat. Cé th€ cam nhan dwoc sy cam thu d6 trdi noi
khap cau chuyén. Trong truyén khong k€, nhwng ra't rd rang mot di€u, nhan
vat Hamaoka bit dau tim hi€u vé cdi chét ctia nguoi da tirng khién minh
kho s& cling 1a vi sy cam thu tan xwong tdy d6. Thi€u nién Hamaoka 1a tac
gia. Noi cach khac t6i da nghi rang anh Hidaka vi€t ti€u thuyét dé de tra thu
anh t61.”

T6i nghi ngo’ nhin Fujio Miyako. Vi trong dau t6i, tw tredc d€n nay chua
ting nghi dé€n y twdng goi 1a viét ti€u thuyé&t de tra thu. Khong, von di to
di€u tra ching t6i thim chi khong d€ mat dén tac pham Viing cdm san bat.

“Nhwng theo thd nhan cia Nonoguchi thi khong th€ néi nhw vdy dwoc
nira nhi?”

“Puing vay. Nhung nhw t6i d3 néi, néu cho ring tac gia 13 nguyén mau thi
du dé la anh Hidaka hay Nonoguchi cting giong nhau thoi. Cé diéu, do lau
nay to6i ct danh d'6ng nhan vat trong tdc pham va anh Hidaka la mdt, nén
thinh linh néi 1a ngwoi khac thi du sao cling s€ thdy 1a la. D6, ciing giong
nhw khi ti€u thuy€t dwoc deng thanh phim, anh s€ thd'y bat man né&u hinh
dung v€ nhan vat trong truyén khong gidng dién vién dong. Ki€u vay.”

“Vay n€u la Hidaka Kunihiko thi tinh cach thong nhat v&i nhan vat
Hamaoka trong truyén Ving cdin sdan bat hon? Chi ¢ cho t6i biét y kién
ctia minh, khong sao ca.”

“T6i nghi 1a thong nha't nhwng cé th€ 1a thanh ki€n. Vi lic nay t6i ndi roi
do, that ra to1 hdu nhw khong bi€t gi vé anh Hidaka.”

Fujio Miyako ra't than trong, tranh cach néi khang dinh.

Cudi cung, t6i héi gia dinh c6 &y dy tinh thé nao trong twong lai, khi doi
twong tranh cai vé Viing cdm sdn bat da chuyén toe Hidaka Kunihiko sang
Nonoguchi Osamu.

“Tam thoi, ching t6i cho' k&€t qua phién toa cia ngwoi tén Nonoguchi
day. Ta't ca déu cho sau d6.”

Co Ay tra 1o voi giong diéu diém tinh.

Sép khong hai 1ong 14m vé chuyén to6i van ctt 14 cdn vu 4n Hidaka
Kunihiko bj gi€t, di diéu tra long vong. Thu pham da ty thd, con c6 ca van
ban thd nhén viét tay, nén c¢6 nghi bay gio thi ¢dn danh hoi tim ki€m gi nira
cling dé hi€u.

“Cau con chwra thda man cdi gi? Moi thir da thong sud't roi con gi nra?”



Sép noéi voi vé bec minh. Téi cling khong ¢é can cir gi ¢4 d€ pha dinh
nhirng chuyén da dwoe lam sidng td trong qud trinh diéu tra. Nha't 1a khi
phén 1on chirng ¢ dwore cho 1a quan trong cfia vu an Tan nay déu do chinh
tay to1 tim duorc.

Ban than tdi cling cho rang khong cé gi d€ diéu tra nita. Pa khui ra dwoc
chirng cr ngoai pham gia do Nonoguchi tao ra, ciing da thanh cong trong
viéc lam rd tranh ch@p gitra Nonoguchi va Hidaka. Néi that 1ong, thim chi
t6i dd bat dAu cam thay chiit hanh dién v&i k&t qua cdng viéc clia minh.

Toi bit dau nady sinh nghi ngd trong 1ong lic 14y bién ban 1 khai cia
Nonoguchi & phong bénh. Khi t6i lor ddng nhin dau ngén tay anh ta, thinh
linh mot suy nghi ndy ra trong dau. Nhung t6i quy€t dinh bo qua suy nghi
d6. Vind qua ki quai va phi hién thuec.

Nhung t6i da khong bd qua né dwore bao lau. Sy twdng twong ki quai doé
khong chiu roi khoi dau toi. N6i that thi ldc dau khi bat anh ta, téi da tha’y
bt an trong 1ong ring c6 18 minh da giim Ién con dwdng sai [Am. Cam gidc
do6 bay gio’ cang tré nén rd rang hon.

C6 1€ nhitng 4o gidc do chwa tredng thanh véi tw cach cénh sét 1an con
ngudi da khién tdi nghi nhw vay. C6 th€ 1im chir. Nhung t6i khong mudn
cha'm dit vy 4n Ian nay ma chwa thuy€t phuc dwgrc cam gidc cia ban than.,

Toi quyét dinh doc that ki Tan ntra bi€én ban thd nhan ma Nonoguchi
Osamu vi€t. The 1a phat sinh vai nghi van lau nay t61 khong nhin ra.

Liét ké cu th€ cac diem mo h'd thi nhw sau.

Mot, Hidaka Kunihiko 18y chirng ctr cta vu an giét ngwoi khong thanh d€
ép budc Nonoguchi Osamu lam “tac gia ma”, nhwng gia st Nonoguchi bao
canh sat v&i tim 1y viet bo ta't ca thi Hidaka ciing c6 th€ bi ton tha't, khong
can than Ia c6 the€ cha'm dit sy nghiép sang tac. Hidaka khong s¢ diéu d6
sao? K&t qua 1a Nonoguchi Osamu khong ty thd v&i 1y do khong mudn kéo
Hidaka Hatsumi vao cudc, nhwng treoc do, chic chin Hidaka Kunihiko
khong c6 chirng ctr chirng minh chuyén do6.

Hai, tai sao Nonoguchi vin khong chong cy ngay ca sau khi Hidaka
Hatsumi da chét? Trong ban ghi chép, anh ta vi€t do mét moi trong cudc
chién tdm ly, nhung chinh vi vy nén tAm 1y binh thwdng nhit 13 sdn sang
virt bd hét ta't ca d€ tw thu chr?

Ba, liéu cu6n bang video va con dao c6 th€ la chirng cir cho vu giét
ngwoi khong thanh khéng? Trong cudn bang chi ¢6 canh Nonoguchi dot
nhap vao nha Hidaka, con dao thi khdng c6 ca v&€t mau. Chwa k€, ngoai thu
pham va nguoi bi hai, ngeoi chirng kién tai hién trrong chi ¢6 dong pham



Hidaka Hatsumi. Néu dwa theo loi khai lam chirng ctia Hatsumi thi kha
ndng Nonoguchi dwgc phan vo tdi khong phai thap.

B6n, Nonoguchi viét m6i quan hé v&i Hidaka Kunihiko 1a “tré thanh
md1 quan hé hgp tdc tdm dau y hop”, nhung né€u nghi d€n qud trinh cho
dén luc do thi li€u c¢6 kha nang d6 khong?

T6i da thee chat van Nonoguchi vé bon di€ém d6. Thé 1a anh ta dwa ra
cung mdt cau tra loi cho ta't ca cau hoi. Cau tra 1o d6 nhw sau.

“C6 th€ cdu nghi ki la, nhung thyc t& 1a nhw vay nén danh chiu. Biy gio’
cau c6 hdi tdi tai sao lai lam nhw th€’, tai sao khdong lam nhw vay vao lic dé
di ntra, ti cling chi c6 the ndi ca tdi cling khdng biét tai sao. Tom lai, vi lic
d6 trang thai than kinh cua t6i khéng binh thwong.”

Mot khi Nonoguchi da néi vay, toi cling khong the’ l1am gi dwgre. VE mat
vat chat thi con phan bién dwoc, nhung ca bon nghi van nay déu thudc
phwong dién tam ly.

Nhung di€m thic mic 1on nha't clia toi that ra ndim ngoai bon diém trén.
N6i ngén gon mdt tir thi d6 1a tinh cdch. So v&i sép va cac diéu tra vién
khéc, t6i hi€u rd con ngwoi Nonoguchi Osamu hon ca. Ca tinh con nguoi
anh ta dwgc xay dyng dwa trén nhirng hi€u bi€t d6 v&i n6i dung dwoc viét
trong ban ty thi du thé nao cling khong an khorp.

Dén da toi ngay cang thi€n vE gid thi€t ki quai da ndy sinh thinh linh kia.
B&i néu gia thi€t d6 ding, moi nghi van déu dwoe gidi quyét.

Puwong nhién t6i ¢c6 muc dich r6 rang khi di gip Hidaka Rie. Gia st néu
suy dodn cua t6i (ma & thoi di€m nay, phai néi 1a gan nhue khdng twdng)
ding, thi chic chén ban ghi chép Nonoguchi Osamu ghi lai cdc tinh tiét cia
vu an Ian nay c6 mot y nghia khac.

Nhung t6i da khong the hdi dwore chuyén gi mang tinh quyét dinh tw ¢6
ay. Thu hoach duy nhét 1a vé chai sim panh, nhung thoi di€m nay chwa ro
liéu viéc d6 c6 lam tang siec thuyét phuc cho suy dodn cua t6i hay khong.
Nonoguchi khong vi€t vé viéc minh c¢6 dem theo chai sim panh don thuan
la do quén? Hay con ¢6 1y do? Mot Nonoguchi binh thwong khong dem
rwou 1Am qui, nhung ding hom d6 lai ting, c6 the cho ring c6 y nghia nao
dé. Néu co thi dé 1a gi?

Ti€c 1a & thoi di€m nay t6i chwa nghi ra mot diéu gi ca. Nhwng ¢ vé can
tam lwu viéc chai sdm panh vao mét goéc trong dau.

To61 dang nghi can xem xét lai an nra md&1 quan hé gira Nonoguchi
Osamu va Hidaka Kunihiko. N&u chiing t6i d4 16 giAm chén 1én con dwong
sai TAm, thi tredre tién phai bat d4u tir viéc quay lai di€m xui't phat.



V&i v nghi dé, viée gip Fujio Miyako that ding din. P& 1am 6 quan hé
gitra hai ngwoi ho, ¢in quay vé thoi cdp hai. Cudn ti€u thuy€t duge cho la
12y nguyén mau tir thoi d6, Viing cdim sdn bdt, c¢6 the néi 1a tai lidu tuyét
Voi.

Ngay sau khi gip cd &y, toi d&n tiém sdch mua Viing cdin sin bdt. va trén
chuyé&n tau dién vé nha, téi bit dau doc. Noi dung thi ding nhw nhitng gi da
doc trong ban tom tdt nén tdi doc nhe nhang hon moi Tan. C6 diéu nhw
nhirng IAn trwedre, tdi hoan toan khong hi€u dwoe gia tri van hoc.

Nhuw Fujio Miyako da néi, truyén nay dwoc vi€t theo cai nhin cia nhan
vat goi 12 Hamaoka. Truyén bit dau tr viéc Hamaoka, nhan vién cong ty
binh thwong, mot sang no biét dwoe vu dan dim chét mot nghé si tranh khic
qua bdo chi. Hamaoka nh& ra nghé si tranh khic tén Nishina Kazuya dé
chinh 12 nguwoi di dau viée (e hiep minh sudt thdi hoc cAp hai. Bt dau ti
day 12 hoi twdng lién quan d&n viéc anh ta bi bit nat thoi hoc cAp hai.

Cau thi€u nién Hamaoka ma&i 1€n 1¢p Chin nhiéu Tan chiu dgng nhirng
man bao lyc gdy nguy hiém dén cad tinh mang. Nao bj bé méc trong mét
g6c nha th€ chit trong tinh trang bi c&i hét quian do va toan than boc 16p
mang trong sudt, nao thinh linh bj tat axit clohydric tw trén cao khi dang di
dwoi ctra s6. Pwong nhién, ciu ta phai chju cd nhirng don tan cong thuan
tdy nhw d@'m da. Nhirng chudi ngdy chiu dung bao lwc 1o néi 1an cic thé
loai qué’y i van kéo dai mot cdch nhan tAm. Nhirng miéu td d6 chi ti€t va
day hién thuyc, rd't ¢6 strc hit. T6i ¢ cam gidc hi€u duoc loi cha Fujio
Miyako, ring day khong phai ticu thuy&t ma 12 tai liéu.

Ly do c4u thi€u nién Hamaoka tré thanh muc tiéu bit nat khong 8. Theo
Hamaoka, “thinh linh m6t ngay no, nhw phong an h'én ma bi go’' bd”, ciu ta
bit dau bj bit nat. C6 th€ néi nhitng vu bét nat ngdy nay ciing c6 di€m
chung. Cu ta quyé&t khong thua, nhwng ndi s¢’ hai va si tuyét vong dén chi
phd1 tm h'dn ciu.

“Préu ma cau thay s’ hai khdong phai bao lyc, ma la nang lwong ti€u cyc
phat ra tt nhirng k& ghét minh. Tw tredc d€n nay, cdu chwa twng twdng
twong lai ton tai 4c y d&€n mirc da’y trén thé gidi nay.”

D6 12 mot doan trong Viing cdin sdn bdt. C6 th€ néi tAm trang clia ngudi
bi hai dworc the hién ra't chan thuc. Toi tirng ¢ kinh nghiém xt 1y viéc bit
nat khi con l1am gido vién. Phia bi bét nat chi biét hoang mang, bdi r5i
tredre sy vO 1y ma thoi.

Viéc bt nat chi két thic khi k& chii muu Nishina Kazuya dot ngdt chuyén
trrcong. Nhwng khong ai biét ciu ta chuyén di dau. C6 loi don cdu ta bi g



dén trai gido hudn do hanh hung nr sinh treong khac, nhwng Hamaoka
khong ro6 thyc huw.

HGi twdng clia Hamaoka tam ngwng & day. Nhuwng c¢6 mdt budc ngoat
khién ciu ta nghi dén viéc tim hi€u vé Nishina Kazuya. Budc ngoit nay c6
1& 14 phan c6 y nghia vé mit viin hoc, nhung c6 th€ cho rang khong lién
quan dén vy an lan nay.

Sau d6, truyén dién tién theo hinh thirc dan xen gitra h'di twdng va diéu
tra hoi tham cta Hamaoka. Trwde tién, 1y do Nishina Kazuya thinh linh
bi€n mat dwore lam ro. Ngwoi bi ciu ta hanh hung 1a mét nix sinh cap hai
tredng dong. Cau ta bét 1ii ddng bon ba't lwong ctia minh gitt chit nit sinh
d6, hanh hung c6 bé triedrc mit moi ngwdi, va con bat dong bon diing mdy
anh ghi lai canh nay. Nishina Kazuya dinh ban cudn phim chwa rita d6 cho
mot nhom lru manh quen bi€t. Vu nay khdng 1€n bdo 1a do cha me ntr sinh
d6 ¢c6 mdi quan hé voi cac gioi.

Ntra dau cudn ti€u thuyét cha yéu miéu td sy tan nhin cua Nishina
Kazuya nhw vdy. Ntra sau viét vé hinh anh ciu ta nho’ vao mot sy kién no
ma tré nén hitng thi v&i tranh khic, quyét dinh di theo con dwdng dé. Va
cudi truyén la canh cau ta bi mot phu ntr hanh ngh€ mai dam di ngang dung
dao dam chét, ngay tredc khi dinh mé tri€n 1am cd nhan dau tién. Va rat
nhiéu ngwoi déu bié€t vu an gi€t ngwoi nay dya trén chuyén c6 that ngoai
doi.

Khong phdi vd ly khi Fujio Miyako cho ring nhan vat Hamaoka xuit
hién & day chinh la ban than tac gid. Pwong nhién voi ti€u thuyét thong
thuwdng, nhanh chéng cho rang ngwdi k&€ chuyén 1a tic gia c6 18 hoi vo cin
ctr. Nhung treong hop dwoe cho rang phin 1én viét dua theo chuyén cé
that ngoai doi nhw ti€u thuy€t nay, thi cach suy nghi da’y phut hop hon.

Vi c6 th€ cho ring cd suy dodn clia co Ay vé viée tac gia viét tieu thuyét
nay d€ tra thu cho mot qua khir xa xwa cling khong nha't dinh Ia sai. Vi nhw
cd Ay néi, cdch khic hoa nhan vat Nishina Kazuya khé ma néi 1a mang y
tot. Chwa ndi dén vi€c vi€t vé nhan vat nay nhe mét ké pham tuc ngwong
md nghé thuat chir khong phai nhr mot nghé thuit gia, thi ta van c6 thé
thdy dworc y mudn phuc thii cia Hamaoka tirc tac gia qua viéc ca truyén
déu nhan manh sy tan dc va yé€u dudi cia mot ké pham tuc. Cé 1€ quan
di€m gay ton hai danh du ctia Fujio Miyako ciing nim & day.

Nhung néu cho riang thi€u nién Hamaoka la tdc gia, tic Nonoguchi
Osamu, thi cé mét di€m vo cung kho hiéu.

b6 1a khong xud't hién nhan vat teong rng voi Hidaka Kunihiko.



Durong nhién n&u cho ring tdc gia 1a Hidaka Kunihiko thi cling twong tur.
Lic nay, khong ¢6 nhan vat twong ng v&éi Nonoguchi Osamu trong tc
pham.

Tuy noi 1a ti€u thuy&t 18y nguyén miu ngoai doi, nhwng c6 phan khdc
voi thue t&€ ciing 1a chuyén dwong nhién, cling ¢6 th€ bd bot nhan vat. Co
diéu van dé khong nam & do.

Van dé 1a néu diing nhu trong ti€u thuyét, Nonoguchi Osamu bj bét nat
vao thoi hoc ¢ap hai, thi ldc d6 Hidaka Kunihiko dang 1am gi? Anh ta chi
im ldng dirng nhin thoi sao?

To6i c6 1y do d€ quan tdm dén van dé nay. D6 1a vi Nonoguchi ndm lan
bay lwot k€ Hidaka Kunihiko da ting 1a ban than.

P& v&i vAn nan bit nat, tiéc rang tinh yéu thwong cta cha me va sy chi
day cda thay cd khong c6 hiéu qua ma’y. Chinh tinh ban ma&i 1a v khi 16
nha't @€ do1 pho v&i bat nat. Vay ma dwong nhu, “ngwoi ban than” da ding
bén nhin Hamaoka bj bat nat.

To6i khang dinh. Mét ngwoi nhw vy khong phai 1a ban than.

Mau thuln twong ty cling ¢ trong ban thi nhin ciia Nonoguchi Osamu.

Ban than thi khong cwdp vor ban, cling s€ khong tinh dén viéc thdong dong
voi vor ban giét ban, va ban than thi khong de doa ban, khong ép budc ban
tré thanh “tac gia ma”.

Vay tai sao Nonoguchi ¢ néi nhw th€ Hidaka Kunihiko 1a “ban than”?

Tbi c6 the gidi thich ta't ca bing sy twdng twong ki qudi trong dAu minh.

Theo suy doan chot 16e cua t6i khi nhin thdy cuc chai & ngén tay gitra
ctia Nonoguchi Osamu...



7: QUA KHU (2)
Loi khai caa nhwng ngwoi bi€t ho

Loi ké’ciia Hayashida Junichi

Anh dé€n vi vy an do6 a? Vay sao? Nhung t61 giup gi dworc cho anh? Toi
nghi c¢6 hdi gi thi t6i ciing khong néi dwgre gi quan trong dau. Du sao
chuyén cling 1au qud r6i. Thoi cdp hai tirc hai mwoi may ndm trweoc roéi
con gi? Tri nhé cha tdi ciling khong t€ d&€n mirc dd’y, nhwng chang con nho
g1 may dau.

No6i that, cho d€n gan day toi thdm chi con khong bi€t ¢c6 nha van tén
Hidaka Kunihiko nira kia. Hoi méc c& chit cling tai may nim rdi tdi khong
doc sach. Tuy nhw vay thuc sy 1a khdng td't nhi. Lam tiém hot téc ma, néi
chuyén v&i khach ciing 1a cong viéc nén @€ tai nao cling phai tdm v&i ho.
Nhung thi€t tinh ban qua. Ma t61 bi€t ¢6 nha van tén Hidaka Kunihiko, lai
la ban cung lra khi xwa 1a nho vu dn d6 d6. Pung r'oi, vi trén bdo c6 viét 1y
lich ctia Hidaka va Nonoguchi nén t6i m¢&i nhé ra. Bdo thi tdi cé doc. Toi
ngac nhién 1im, di troi. Vu 4n giét nguwdi co' ma.

O, Nonoguchi thi t6i nhé, con Hidaka thi chi mang méng. N6i thzatng la an
trong mo nhat 1im. Tdi khong biét hai ngwdi cé phdi 1a ban than hay
khong.

Nonoguchi thi bon tdi goi la Noro. Thi d6, chir Han “guchi (khau)” vi€t
gidng chwr “ro” trong Katakana7 con gi? Cho nén mé&i goi 1a Noro. Ciu ta
¢6 hoi 1t di nén chic ciing c6 nghia la noroma8 nua.

N6i mé&i nho, cdu ta sudt ngay doc sich. Vi c6 I'an t6i ng'di canh nén nho.
To1 khong bi€t cau ta doc gi. Vi toi cling chang hirng thu. Nhu’ng chic chén
khong phadi truyén tranh. Cau ta tdp lam van hay vi€t cam twdng déu gioi
nén dwoc gido vién chi nhiém cung 14m thi phai. Gi, chli nhiém Ia gido
vién Van ma. Treong hoc 1a vy ma.

Bit nat 2? C6 ddy. Gan diy bdo chi ti vi m&i 1am rum beng chir may
chuyén d6 c6 tir xwa roi. Cé ngudi néi bit nat h'di xwa khong té 1au bing,
nhurng bt nat thi té 12 dwong nhién réi. Ding khong?

A, n6i méi nhé, Nonoguchi lic nio ciing bi bt nat. Bay gi¢ téi m&i nhé
ra. Ping roi, ding roi. Ciu ta cling tham phét da'y. Com hdp bi quiy tung
bwng, r'6i bi tran 16t tién. Hinh nhw con bi nho't trong phong ci't dung cu vé
sinh nira. Néi sao ta, chic vi cdu ta 1a ki€u nguoi dé bt nat.



Bi quén mang co quanh ngwoi ha? Cai loai mang boc d6 an trong bép a
ha? A, hinh nhw tdi cé nghe chuyen d6. Tom lai toan nhu’ng chuyén 16" bich
1am. B3 acid clohydric tir ctra s6? Um, ma’y chuyén c& d6 thi cling c6 the
1&m. Tém lai treong cap hai d6 khodng t6t 1dm, nén bao lyc trong treong 1a
chuyén nhr com btra @6 ma.

O, &, bi anh hoi vay ¢6 hoi kho tAm nhwng ndi that thi toi cling tirng tham
gia bit nat. Khong, chi mdt chit thoi. C4i ddm Iwu manh xAu xa trong 16p
bit hoc sinh thwdng nhw bon tdi phai tham gia. N&u chdng doi tui né thi s&
bi nhim d&n nén danh phai tham gia thdi. Thuc sy rat khé chiu. Khong
mudn, nhung van phai bit nat k& y&u. C6 I4n toi gidu phan ché vao cip,
nhu’ng nho cédn bd 16p & bén canh cling vo nhw khong thay. Tén gi ta, con
bé can bd 1op do. A Masuoka. Pung la tén d6. Cai dam ba't lwvong vui thi
vGi trod bét nat thi han roi, nhwng ching n6 con thich 1am cho dam hoc sinh
binh thwong tay nhing cham, kéo bon hoc sinh nghiém tiic xudng cling
dang ca’p v&i chiing né nira. Chuyén nay gior toi méi nghi dén.

Fujio a? Sao quén dwgrc, dwong nhién. Chaamg dam ndi to chir khong biét
bao nhiéu T4n t6i wdc gi khdng c6 né. Ma chic khong chi c6 tdi dau. Nhat
dinh moi ngwoi déu the’. Thay cd chic chén cling nghi vay.

Phai néi 12 vo nhan tinh, tém lai thing d6 lam ngu’é’i ta dau kho ma né
khong c6 cam glac gi. Nguwoi thi to cao hon ca ngwei 1o, sirc né6 manh ghe
1&m nén chang al dam ho he. May dtra Ivu manh khéc thi ninh bg Fujio vi
chi ¢én theo Fujio 1a yén tdm nén nd lai cang vénh vdo. B6 tay chic d& néi
nhirng treong hop day. O, ding. Cam dAu bét nat 12 n6. N6 chi dao. Nghe
bao tién dam lwu manh tran dwoe tir bon hoc sinh ngoan tam thoi gom hét
vao chd né. Khong khdc gi xa hoi den.

Khi Fujio roi trierdng, t6i mirng ghé 1dm. Vi t6i ngh1 vdy la hoa binh tré
lai r'6i. Ma thyce t€1a k€t d6 khong khi trong tru’O’ng tot han 1én. Tuy van
con sot lai ma’y dira ca biét nhung so v&i thoi ¢ Fujio thi do hon nhiéu.

T6i khong biét 1y do nghi hoc. Nghe d6n né lam cho hoc sinh treong
khéc bj thrrong nén bj tong vo trai, nhung chic khdng phai vu 4n don gidn
vay dau.

Anh héi toan chuyén cua Fujio, cé lién quan gi d€n vu an kia a? Vu d6
16t cude 12 Hidaka in cdp truyén ctia Nonoguchi nén bj giét diing khong?

H3, nhém bét nat 47 Ay, khong biét gio ho ra sao. Toi nghi biét dau lai 1a
nguwoi lam cong binh theong thoi.

Danh sach 16p thoi d6 a? C6 nhwng toan dia chi cii thoi. Cling dwgrc ha?
Vay anh cho chit. T6i di 187y day.



Lol ké’cua Nitsuta Harumi

Ai néi cho anh v¢ t6i? Hayashida a? C6 nguwoi d6 trong 16p sao? Nhung
chéc 1 ¢ nhi. Xin 16i, chuyén ldc d6 toi chang c6 dip ma nho lai.

Ho cii caa t6i 1a Masuoka. Vang, ding vay. Puing 1a t6i ¢6 lam cén sy 16p.
Nam n*r mdi bén chon mot ngwdi. Ciing khong phéi lam gl dac biét. Phu
trach lién lac v&i thay co, hay chu tri hop 16p gi d6. A, gio sinh hoat. Bao
nhiéu nam roi m&i nhic dén tir d6. Tai téi chwa cé con.

Xin 161 nhweng t6i hau nhw chfmg nh¢& gi vé Hidaka va Nonoguchi ca. Tuy
nam n hoc chung nhung t6i ludn choi v&i ddm con gédi. Cho nén bén dam
con trai nhwr th& ndo t6i khong rd 1dm. Chic 12 c¢6 vu bit nat nhung tdi
khong nhén ra. N&u nhan ra a? Cha, gio’ thi khong bi€t néi sao nhwng cé 1€
to1 s€ bdo gido vién.

Xin 16i, sdp dén gio chdng tdi vé nén ching ta dimg & day dwgc khong?
Toi cling chang bi€t chuyén gi ¢6 th€ gitip anh ma. V&i lai, mong anh dung
néi v&i nguoi khac vé viéce toi xua't than tw treong cdp hai d6. Vang, nhiéu
thir bat tién 1dm. Tdi con khong néi v&i ch'ong nira 1a. Mong anh gitt kin
gium.

Lot ké’ ciia Tsuburaya Masatoshi

Vi chuyén ctia Hidaka va Nonoguchi ma anh 1dn 16i dwong xa dén sao?
Moi anh vao nha. Pwoe khong vay? Cha, nhwng dling ngoai ctra thé nay
thi... Vay a?

T6i nhé hai ngeoi d6. Pwong nhién. Téi vé hwu dwgec mwoi nam roi
nhwng hoc sinh 1&p minh chd nhiém thi t6i nhé hét. Gi thi gi ciing phu
trach cd nadm trosi ma. V&i lai hai ngeoi d6 1a lira hoc sinh ngay sau khi t6i
nhan nhiém s¢ tai trrong ca’p hai d6 nén dic biét nho 1o.

Pung ding, Nonoguchi c6 thanh tich vwot troi vé mén Qudc ngu. Tuy
khong phdi Iic nao ciing 100 diém nhwng gan nhw vay. Hidaka thi khong
dwoc nhw the'. Toi1 khong cé an twong gi dédc biét.

Nonoguchi c6 bi bit nat khong 2? Khong, chic 12 khong dau. Ping 12 c6
hoc sinh ca biét nhwng tdi chwa tieng nghe cdu &y bi gi ca.

Viy a? Hayashida n6i vay a? That khong ngo da’y, toi chealng bi€t gi ca.
Khong, téi khong gid vor dau. Bay gio’ gid vo cling chang d€'lam gi ca.

T6i n6i khéng ngo v 1a ngwee lai, hinh nhw Nonoguchi ¢é giao du vai
nhém cé biét, nén c6 khoang thoi gian tdi lo ldng cho ciu &y 1im. Phu
huynh d&n trao ddi v&i toi ma. Cho nén tdi tirng nhic khéo ciu aYy.



Nhwng nhirng ldc nhw vay, ban bé 1a nguon sitc manh lon nhat. Ngwoi
can dugrc Nonoguchi khong di chéch hwdng 1a ban be, chir khong phai cha
me¢ hay thay c¢6. Pwong nhién, 1a Hidaka da’y. Hidaka khong noi bat nhung
lai ¢6 di€m manh mé. Cau ta ra't ghét nhirng chuyén sai trai, chi ¢an khong
ding mot chiit 1a cau ta ciling c6 th€ van lai ca thay co.

Toi nhé khi d6 1a Tét, hai ngwdi dén nha toi choi. C6 vé 1a Hidaka dan
Nonoguchi d&n. Ho khong néi gi, nhwng t6i hi€u 1a ho bay té xin 16i vi da
lam t61 lo ldng nhiéu chuyén.

Liic d6, tdi doan chéc hai ngudi ho s& 1a ban than ctia nhau sudt doi nén
cling ba't ngo’ khi hai ngwoi 1€n hai treong cdp ba khac nhau. Tong the’ thi
thanh tich teong dwong nhau nén cé vao chung treong cling khong c6 gi la.

R'6i r&'t cude thanh x4y ra vu 4n Tan nay ding khong? Toi kinh ngac 14m.
Khong bié€t banh xe trat dwong ray & dau diy. Ca Hidaka va Nonoguchi
déu khong phai 1a ngwoi sé 1am nhirng diéu do.

Lot ké ciia Hirosawa Tomoyo

Anh con trai cia 6ng Nonoguchi a? Toi biét ro chir. Cling ting 1a hang
x6m v&i nhau ma. Lau 1au ho ¢6 d&€n mua banh mi. Vang, toi teng m& tiém
gan d6. Toi dong ctra tiém khoang mwoi nam trwde.

A, vy qud nhién anh dén vi vu 4n d6? A &, vay sao? Thi d6, ngac nhién
qud. M2y dira nhd d6 ma lai... That chang hi€u nGi.

H'6i nho thé nao a? U thi, néi sao nhi, ¢ di€ém hoi 4m tram. Khong gidng
tré con, u ud't sao day.

T6i nh¢ dau lic may dira nhd méi may nam dau ti€u hoc, treong khong
nghi ma c¢6 khoang thoi gian Osamu & nha sudt, cr than tho ng'6i nhin ra
ngoai tw ctra sO tang hai. Cho nén t6i m&i twr dwdi goi l1én.

“Chao chéau, Osamu. Chau bj cam a?”

Nhung thang nhd chang trd 1o gi cd. Chi voi vang rut dau vao, kéo rém
lai. Thang bé khong xau tinh hay gi ca. Thinh thoang gdp nhau & ngoai
dwong thi né cr nha't nha't nép vao €, tranh cham mat.

Sau d&’y t6i mdi biét 1a hinh nhw ldc d6 né khong mudn di hoc. Ly do thi
toi khong ranh 1am nhwng moi ngwoi d6n 1a 16i & bd me cd. B& me thang
nhd ciing di 1am binh thwong thoi nhung cd hai vor ch'ong déu xa xi, lai qua
bdo boc thang bé. N6i m&i nhé, ¢ Tan ngwoi me con néi the nay.

“Lé& ra tdi dinh cho thing nhd di hoc treong ti€u hoc tw dang hoang hon
kia. Nhwng vi khong quen biét ai nén khéng dwoe, danh cho né vao treong
bay gio’. T6i ghét ma’y cho ¢6 van dé vé dao diec lam.”



T6i thi€u diéu mudn ddp tra, “Xin 16i ¢d nhé, bon t6i khong c6 va'n dé vé
dao duc.” Ca con gdi, con trai t6i déu hoc treong d6 ma ra. T6i nhé hinh
nhw nha anh Nonoguchi chuyén dén tir ddu dé do cong viéc clia nguoi bo'.
Chac thanh phd ho sdng ldc tredc sang trong lam.

B6 me da vdy nén con m¢i khong mudn di hoc treong d6 thoéi, khong
phai sao? Con nit dira nao chang vay.

Nhung hoan toan khong dén trwong thi ding la khong hay chit nao nén
hinh nhw ho cling lo lang 1am. C6 diéu ho khong €p budc.

Tb6i nghi thing bé d6 chiju di hoc lai 12 nhor cu Kunihiko ddy. Vang, bén
nha 6ng Hidaka. Ping vy, l1a cdu Hidaka Kunihiko m&i bi giét da’y. Toi
biét o tr nho, goi 1a cdu Kunihiko tha’y sao sao .

Kunihiko sdng nao ciing d€n don Osamu. T6i khong bi€t qua trinh the
nao. Ciing ¢6 th€ 1a gido vién trong trrong kéu Kunihiko d€n dén Osamu vi
cung khdi 1op.

Sang nao toi ciling thd’y. Trede hét, Kunihiko di bé ngang qua trwdc nha
toi. Nhurng Iic d6 thang bé Iudn chao t6i. Gigng to lam. Thang bé d6 ding
la ngoan. R6i sau d6 mot lic lai di to hwdng nguoc lai. Lic ddy thi cé
Osamu di cling. Budn cuwoi 1a Kunihiko lai chao t6i Ian nira. Osamu thi cui
dau im ldng. Lic nao ciing viy heét.

Sau d6, hinh nhw Osamu ciing di hoc t t& tré lai. May la hoc 1€n cap hai,
cip ba r'oi ca dai hoc dang hoang, b&i mdi néi Kunihiko nhw ngwoi on
luén d6. Vay ma vira roi lai ¢6 chuyén nhw th€'... That khong th€ hi€u noi.

Lic hai dita choi v&i nhau ha? C6, tdi throng tha’y 1dm. Cé mot dira nira,
con nha ban chan dém. Lic choi c6 vé cling 1a Kunihiko dén ra. Than thiét
lam. BPwong nhién ma nhi?

Kunihiko t& t& khong chi véi Osamu dau. V&i ai cling vay, dic biét voi
ban nhd hon minh. Cho nén vu Ian nay, cr néi di ndi lai chi toi that khong
th€ nao tin dworc.

Loi k€’ ciia Matsushima Yukio

Hidaka va Nonoguchi... a?

A khong, xin 18i. Khi biét vu 4n d6 toi ciing sitng so. Nghe tén hai ngudi
day, t6i mo h'd nho lai chuyén hdi xwa. Ma anh ciing biét t6i hay vay?
Véng, ding 1a t6i thwong choi v&i hai nguoi d6 thoi ti€u hoc. Nha t6i ban
chian dém, ma bon t6i hay nhay 1én ddng dém ng'déi mai tinh trong nha kho
phia sau nén hay bi mang 1am.



C6 diéu néi that 1a khong phdi t6i thich gi hai ngwoi d6 dau. Do quanh
day chang c6 dira con nit nao khac choi chung nén choi cho vui thoi, phai
ndi that 1a vay. Cho nén cling 1a h'6i hoc ti€u hoc nhwng 1én 1op 1o chiit, ¢6
th€ ty di xa mot minh 1a t6i choi voi ban khac.

M&1i quan hé gitra hai nguoi d6 a? Cha, néi sao nhi, tdi thi nghi khong
phai 1a ban than. Cling khdng phai ban ndi khd'. N6i sao mai ding ta.

A, vdy 4? Ba béc tiém banh mi tha’y vay a? Con méit ngudi 1én ding 1a
khong dang tin.

M0&i quan hé clia hai ngwdi d6, nha't dinh khong biang vai phai ltra dau.
Pung, luc nao Hidaka cting c6 uy hon. Vang, toi nghi vay. C6 I€ vi cu ay y
thirc dwgc minh dang gitp do Nonoguchi khdng quen treong 1op. Khong
néi ra nhung the hién qua thdi d6. Lic ndo ciu Ay ciing din dit Nonoguchi.
Ba nguwoi ching toi hay di bat éch, nhitng lic d6 Hidaka ciing chi dao
Nonoguchi tirng chidt mdt. Nao 1a chd d6 nguy hi€ém, phdi bat & chd nao
ding virng hon, hay ci giay ra di, dai loai vay. N6i 1a nhiét tinh chdm s6c
thi ding hon la ra Iénh. Cho nén cam giac gidng anh em hon 1a quan hé tha
linh va dan em. Tuy tudi tic bang nhau.

C6 vé Nonoguchi thdy khé chiu véi Hidaka. Thinh thodng, ciu &y ndi
xau Hidaka v&i téi ma. Mit d61 mat thi khong néi duoc gi.

T6i ¢6 ndi 1a 1én 1op 1on & ti€u hoc thi khong choi voi hai ngwoi nira,
nhwng t6i thdy tr khoang dé hai ngwoi ho cling khong giao du véi nhau.
Mot 1y do 1a Nonoguchi di hoc thém. Tém lai 1a khong ¢6 thoi gian choi
chung ntra. V&i mét 1y do nira l1a t6i nghi do me ciua Nonoguchi ghét
Hidaka. That ra c¢6 Tén, t6i tinh co nghe me Nonoguchi néi véi Nonoguchi.

“Con khdng con choi v&i thing nhd nha dé nira cht?”

Giong ndi nghiém khic, nét mit ciing c6 gi d6 ddng so' 1dm. Nghe noi
dung cau chuyen thi hi€u “nha d6” 1a nha Hidaka. T6i Iic d6 con nhd nén
chi nghi néi gi ki cuc. Tai sao lai khéng dwoc choi voi Hidaka nhi? Bay
gio t6i cling khong rd 1y do me Nonoguchi néi thé. Piing, hoan toan khong
c0 manh mo1.

Ly do Nonoguchl khong thich dén trrong sao? To6i khdng the néi ro,
nhu’ng noi thang ra chac don g1an l1a khong hop tru’O’ng 16p. Hau nhw khong
cO ban be g1 thi phal A néi m&i nhé, cdu ta ting néi dai loai y 1 roi sé
chuyén treong, gi ma chuyén sang treong t6t hon. Nhung rdt cudc khong
chuyéh, nén chic chuyén d6 khong thanh.

T6i chi c6 the néi nhiéu d6. Chuyén cling ma’y chuc nam trwde roi, hau
nhuw t61 da quén het.



V€ chuyén Idn nay a? That kinh ngac nhi. T6i chi bi€t ho h'6i con nhd
nén ciing khong dam ndi gi ba't can, nhwng qua that bat ngo. Khong, 1a vé
Hidaka. Cau &y ¢6 uy hon Nonoguchi nhwng khéng hé coi thwong, ¢6 tinh
than chinh nghia manh mé. Vay nén bao 12 ciu 4y bt Nonoguchi 1am “tdc
gia ma” thi that... Ma thanh nguoi 16 thi tinh cach ciing thay doi thoi nhi?
Puong nhién, theo chiéu hwdng xau.

Lot ké ciia Takahashi Junji

That ngac nhién, khong ngo vi vu d4n d6 ma canh sit tim dé&n chd toi.
Khong, t6i doc bdo méi nhé ra hai ngwoi d6 1a ban dong lira, va con cling
16p v&i minh. Nhung khong than thiét gi 14m, t6i nghi vu 4n hoan toan
khong lién quan gi d€n minh. Thi do, van hoc &y ma, lau nay té1 lam gi
dinh dang dén dau. Ma c¢ I€ trong trong lai ciing khong.

Vay anh mudn hoéi gi? A, chuyén lic d6 ha? Khéng, xin 15i, nhung ki
niém chang vui vé gi nén ty nhi€n nhan nho vay thoi.

Anh biét toi tir ai vay? A, Hayashida 2? C4u ta h'6i ndo dén gio’ cdi miéng
toan bép xép. Vang, dung vay. Gan day am 1 nhu la van dé xa hdi nén t61
khong ddm 1én ti€ng, chit bat nat 12 chuyén thwong. Hé hé. Ciing tai con
nho nra. Nhung tdi nghi ma’y chuyén dé ciing can thi€t. Khdong phai nguy
bién gi, nhung ra ngoai xa hoi thi ddy riy chuyén buc bodi, dau khd ding
khong? Chi can xem nhw tdp dwot chuan bi la dwgc roi. Con nit thi cling ¢
tri khon cua con nit d€ gidi quy&t may chuyén dé ma? T6i nghi vay day.
Gién day cir'am 1 thai qud. Chi quiy nhau thoi ma.

N&u anh muén bi€t chuyén lic dé thi c6 cach khac hay hon la héi t6i
day. Prong nhién t61 noé1 cing dugc, nhueng nhi€u chuyén téi ciing quén
roi, lai khong gidi k€ ranh mach nay no. Gitra chirng tdi s€ khong bi€t minh
dang noi céi gi.

Céch khdc hay hon ma tdi bdo 1a sdch ddy. Sdch ra mét duoi tén Hidaka
d6. Om, 2, tya gl nhi. Tén gi khé nhén nén ciing khé nhé. A? A, diing ding,
Viing cdin sin bdt. Ping cudn dé, ding. Gi? Anh canh sét ciing biét a? N&u
vay dau can dén chd toi.

Vang, t6i khong hé doc sach doc si€c gi hét, nhwng vi xdy ra vu 4n do
nén m&i ndy ra y dinh doc thir xem sao. Ha ha ha. L'an d4u tién t6i di thw
vién dd’y. Khong hi€u sao h'6i hdp dé so.

To1 quy€t dinh doc cudn do6 vi doc cOt truyén thi bi€t Fujio la nguyén
mau nhan vat, chwra k€ hinh nhw con ¢6 viét vé thoi cAp hai cua tui tdi. Toi
nghi bi€t dau lai c6 vi€t veé tdi nura.



Anh cénh sit cling doc r6i ha? A, vdy ha? O thi, chi néi & day thoi nhé,
maYy tro vi€t trong d6 déu la sy that ca da’y. Khong, that ma! Vi€t cho giong
ti€u thuy€t nhwng bé y nguyén sy that. Pwong nhién ho té€n thi khac, con thi
déu ding boong. Cho nén doc truyén dé roi chic chin biét dwoe chuyén gi
da xay ra. C6 vi€t ca nhirng chuyén bon tdi da quén ntra.

C6 viét vE cdi tro boc mang co toan than roi bd mic & nha thi dau ding
khong? T6i thd’y doan d6 ma todt m6 hoi lanh. Gi thi gi, to1 ti€n phong ma.
Khong phai viéc dang ty hao nhi. C6 thoi minh thdy vui khi quiy twng
buwng didng khéng, d6, né do.

M4y trd nhw vy déu do Fujio ra chi thi hét. Thing d6 it khi ty minh ra
tay, toan ra lénh cho dong bon thoi. T61 khong c6 y dinh lam dan em,
nhwng bit tay v&i né thi ¢6 nhiéu tro vui.

Vu Fujio hanh hung nit sinh treong khac ha? Ve vy d6 thi t6i khong 1o
1am. Khong, that ma! Toi c6 biét Fujio d&€ mit d&n con nhd d6... Téc dai,

nhd con, wm, dep. Fujio to con viy chir that ra la lolicon9 dﬁ’y, né dé xiéu
long tredc ki€u con gai da’y. Trong truyén cung c6 vi€t v€ vu do nhi. To6i
vira doc vira nght truyen cling ¢6 phéan sic sdo ghe chir. Nhwng néu nguoi
viét 1a thang d6 thi né biét rd vy ciling chang co gi la.

Trong truyén con vi€t vu Fujio mt minh bi€n mat. Thi do, lic nao nd
cling bi€n nhanh nhw chép du chwa hét gio hoc, con dang tié€t sau. Noi
chinh xac thi khdng phai dang ti€t sdu, ma la ngay khi vira xong. Cho nén
gio sinh hoat hdu nhw Fujio khdng & 1&p. N6 di dau thi y nhw trong truyén.
C6 mot con dwong nhd ¢6 gai dep d6 lic nao ciling di nén Fujio dén da'y.
Va dit khoat khong dit theo ddng bon. Liic nao ciing di mdt minh. Cho nén
to1 khong bi€t Fujio d€n do roi lam gi. Toi nghi ¢6 1€ nhw trong truyén viét,
ctr rinh theo d6i con nhd roéi 1én k& hoach tdn cong thoi. Nghi thé lai thay
ghé ghé nhi.

Khi tdn cong thi hinh nhu né c¢6 dit theo mot dira dong bon. To6i khong
biét 1a ai. Khong, tdi ndi thit. Gio' nay ma tdi con bao che lam gi. Pwong
nhi€n khong phdi t6i dau. To6i da lam nhi€u chuyén xau that nhwng khong
c6 gidp né cwong hi€p dau. Tin toi di.

Diing nhu anh néi, trong truyén Viing cdm sdn bdt viét nhw thé c6 nhiéu
d6ng bon khi tdn cong nhi. Mot dira gitr dira con gai, mot dira chup hinh thi
phdi. Ri ma’y dira khdc thi canh chirng. Nhung thyre t& nghe néi chi c6 mot
dra theo phu thdi. O, chi d& con nhd théi. Ciing khdng phai may chup anh
8mm, ma nghe néi 1a may Polaroid. T6i nghe néi Fujio tw chup. Khong bi€t
dong hinh lic d6 thé nao. Trong truyén thi vi€t 1a Fujio dinh ban cho xa hoi



den, nhung sao nhi. To6i chwa twng thd'y may hinh d6. That tdm thi cling
mudn xem nhwng khong dén tay toi.

A, nhé r6i. C6 khi thing d6 biét. Tén Nakatsuka. Thing bam dit Fujio,
nh¢ vdy ma hwdng sdi cling nhiéu. N&u Fujio c6 dura ai hinh ldc d6 thi chic
1a thing nay. Nhung t6i khdng nghi gio niy né con gitt dau. T6i khong biét
cach lién lac. Nakatsuka Akio. Akio 1a chtr “Chiéu” v&i chir “Phu” do6.

Chuyén d6 anh khong nghe gi tir Nonoguchi 4? Téi nghi thing d6 biét
cling nhiéu ddy. Bi€t m&i viét cudn sach nhw vay chir. Ha? N6 khong néi
gi a? Cing phai, ndi dung cé chiit khé néi ma.

Sao lai kh6 néi ha? Thi nao phai chuyén gi t6t dep. C6 gi dang ty hao
dau.

C6 phai vi bj bét nat khong ha? Thoi gian thing d6 bi bit nat dau c6 lau
la gi. Ngay tir d4u Fujio dau c6 d&m xia gi t&i Nonoguchi. Ngwoi Fujio d€
mét d&n 1a Hidaka kia. Ly do 1a nhin x&c xworc. Trén thyc t€, Hidaka du bi
b4t nat thAm d&n maYy ciing khdng thém nghe 1&i Fujio. Fujio 1a Fujio, bi
xem thwong 1a s€ nghi ra chuyén ngay cang qua dang. Cho nén m&i xay ra
sy viéc nhu trong truyén do.

Ping vay. Ngwoi bi bon téi quan mang boc 1a Hidaka. Vang, do acid
clohydric tr ctra s& ciing 12 nhim ciu ta d&y. Nonoguchi a? Thing
Nonoguchi lic d6 da nhip bon v&i bon t6i roi. Pung vdy, da vé phe bon
t6i. Thing d6 mé&i chinh 14 dan em cta Fujio. Bon tdi ciing sai né chay vit.

Hai ngwoi d6 1a ban than sao? Khong th€ nao ¢6 chuyén d6. Khong, sau
khi t&t nghiép thi t61 khong bi€t. Poc phéng sy vu an an nay t6i thay viét
12 than nhau tr trede nén chic 1a thdi cap ba trd di, chir thoi tdi biét thi
nha't dinh khong c¢6 chuyén d6. Nonoguchi néi xdu Hidaka v&i Fujio nhiéu
1dm ma. Khong c6 Nonoguchi thi chic Fujio ciing khong choi Hidaka tan
bao vay dau.

Cho nén, nhan vat hoc sinh cAp hai Hamaoka trong Viing cdin sin bdt 1a
Hidaka. Chuyén d6 1a chic chin. Con chuyén ngwdi viet truyén d6 that ra
12 Nonoguchi, c6 1& vi phai ra sich bang tén ctia Hidaka nén md&i 13y
Hidaka 1am nhén vat chinh. Nonoguchi 12 nguyén mau cla ai hd? Cha, ai
ta? Khong néi chic dwoc. Nhung 1a ai thi ciing 12 mot ngudi trong nhém
bt nat.

Nhwng nghi lai tha’y ki nhi. Tiéu thuyét do ngwdi bit nat vigt dworc cong
bd dwdi tén ctia ngudi bi bat nat? Tém lai 14 sao?

Loi ké’ cua Mitani Koichi

Mong anh ngén gon gitip. Toi chun bj di hop.



N6i chung la t6i khong hi€u noi, anh dinh hoi gi tw t6i? Khong, toi tirng
nghe canh sat phai diéu tra triét d€ qua khir ca t6i pham, nhwng t6i chi
quen bi€t Nonoguchi luc hgc ca’p ba thoi.

Ha, diéu tra tw thoi ti€u hoc a? Cha cha that 1a... Chéc, toi that khong biét
phai néi gi. Céan phai lam maYy chuyén d6 sao? O...

Nonoguchi 12 mot hoc sinh cap ba rat binh thwong, khéng ¢6 gi khac la.
Do s& thich sdch va phim anh gén gidng nhau nén hay néi chuyén véi toi.
Véng, t6i bi€t cdu ta mu6n trd thanh nha van. Tt lic d6 ciu ta da tuyén bd
trong lai s& 1am nghé d&y roi. Ctt mdi I4n viét maYy truyén ngin trong vé
la cau ta lai cho t6i doc. N6i dung thi t6i khong nho 18m, nhwng dau phéan
16n 12 truyén vién twédng. Ciing hay 1dm. Chi it thi lic d6 toi doc thay hay.

Ly do Nonoguchi chon treong ca’p ba nay a? BPwong nhién chéng phai la
pht hop v&i hoc Iy sao?

Khoéng, cho chiit. N6i mé&i nhé, Nonoguchi tirng bao thé nay. Pai loai y
1a, that ra gan d6 c¢6 mot treong x€p hang twong dwong trerong tdi nhung
ciu ta khong mudn hoc & ddy. Toi nghe cAu d6 nhiéu I4n nén bay gio van
con nhé. Vang, vi ciu ta n6i di néi lai nhiéu Tan nén chic that long nghi
vay.

Ly do ghét treong d6 a? Toi khong nhé 16 14m, ¢ 1& do mdi trrdng hay
chat lwong hoc sinh khdong tdt, dai loai vay. Cau ta hay n6i vé mady viéc
day. No6i ca veé treong cli nira.

Vang, treong ci 1a treong cdp hai voi ti€u hoc d6. Cau ta hay néi xau
may tredng d6 18m.

Khong, chuyén ban be thoi cap hai thi t6i hau nhw khong nghe noi. Co
thi chic ciing chang co gl to tat. Vi toi khong c6 an twong gi ca. Ca cdi tén
Hidaka Kunihiko t6i cling chwa tirng nghe cdu ta nhic d&n. Qua vu 4n T4n
nay toi m&i bi€t ciu ta cé nguoi ban thud nho do.

Céi cau ta hay n6i 1a n6i xau treong 1op va khu phd’. Sudt ngay nao la
ngroi song & khu ph6’ d6 ha cip th& nao, treong hoc & d6 toi té ra sao.
N6i lién tuc ludn nén toi cling mét mdi 14m. Thu’O’ng ngay thi cung binh
thu’O’ng nhung nhic dén ma’y chuyén do la cu ta han hoc han. Tdi con nghi
ngwoi dau ki cuc, ai ma chang nghi khu phd minh sinh ra va 1on 1én 1a nha't
chu.

“Nha t& von khong phai & cai noi nhw the. Chi vi cong viéc ciia b6 ma
phdi chuyén dén thoi. Cho nén it bira ntra la lai don di. N6i cich khac, nha
& tam thoi. Nén khong than véi hang x6m lang giéng, cling khdng choi véi
bon con nit & d6.”

-



Tbi thi ciu ta sdng & dau ciling ching sao, nhung ciu ta hay néi vay 1am,
ct nhw 1a phén tran vdy. Rot cudc trong thoi gian quen bi€t vdi tdi thi
khong thay don di dau.

Nhic chuyén don nha m&i nhd, ciu ta c6 néi nhur vay.

“H6i ti€u hoc, ¢6 Ian t& da ¢6 cor hodi chuyén treong. TG khong the nao
quen vo&i treong & da’y nén bd me da xoay x&. Nhung rot cuge chuyén dé
cling chim nghim. T khong 16 cu the€, nhwng chang bi€t lam sao ma hinh
nhw viéc t& dang di hoc dang hoang lai thanh phién phirc. Té lam. i hoc
ma ngay nao t& cling thdy trc. Gan nha c6 dira phién lam, h6m nao cling
dén rt nén t& khdng cé cach nao khac danh di hoc. Thye sy ra't phién.”

T6i thi nghi c6 ban gan nha t& t& vay tdt qud con gi, nhwng c6 1€
Nonoguchi ¢é 1y do cia Nonoguchi.

Sau khi t6t nghiép cip ba, tdi khong gip Nonoguchi. A khong, c6 gip
mot [an. N6i gi thi ndi, chi vay thdi. Khdng ¢6 giao du ti€p xuc.

Ti€u thuyét ctia Hidaka Kunihiko a? Néi that t6i chwa tirng doc qua. Téi
c6 doc ti€u thuy€t, nhwng la ti€u thuyét trinh tham. Cai gi du lich trinh
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thdm nhi, m&Yy loai d6 thi t6i thich. Chwr truyén gi cdng thang qué thi xin
ki€u.

Nhung vi vu dn vira r'éi nén tdi cling mudn doc thir va da doc mot quyeén.
Vi nghe bao tac gia thyc sw 1a Nonoguchi nén cling phan khich sao dé.

Téac pham tén Da quang tring. Chuyén nguoi ch'ong nghé si bu'on kho vi
vo ngoai tinh. Toi khong 6 may chuyén kho hi€u, nhwng ¢6 ma’y di€m toi
thdy ciing thuy€t phuc. Nghia la mdy di€m khi€n minh nghi “a, ding la tdc
pham cia Nonoguchi”. T6i ¢ th€ cam nhan dwoe ca tinh cta cdu ta & khap
noi. Cd tinh ding la thir toe bé khdng thay doi nhi.

Ha? O, vay sao? Da quang tring 1a tic pham ctia Hidaka Kunihiko 2? Ha
ha, ra vay. .

Cha, that xAu hd. Um, ma tém lai nghiép du chic khdng hiu dworc nhi.

K&t thic & day dwoc chwa? Toi con di hop nén...

Lot ké’ cita Fujimura Yasushi

Vang, t6i la cu ciia Osamu. Me cua Osamu la chi t6i.

Y&u cau tra lgi nhuén w, sao lai, dau phai t6i chi néi ti€n va tién dau. Toi
ndi 1a tom lai phai lIam cho ra I€, lam sao cho hop 1y, vay thoi.



Con chuyén Osamu giét cau Hidaka thi dau th€ tha thir dwoc. T6i nghi nd
phai trd gid twong xrng, ma Osamu ciing ¢ y dinh d6 nén ma&i ty thi ding
khong?

Nhung t6i nghi d€ lam vay thi treoc hét moi chuyén phdi hop tinh hop
1y. Osamu ciing dau phai v6 duyén v6 ¢ ma lam ra hanh vi d6. Chang phai
héi ra m&i biét gitra nd véi cdu Hidaka ciing da xay ra nhiéu chuyén sao?
N6 bj cau Hidaka bét viét truyén thay ding khong, goi 14 “tic gid ma” nhi?
Va cudi cung tiec nwdc vo bo.

Nghia 1a phia bén kia ciing c¢6 10i, diu phai minh Osamu. VAy ma chi ¢6
minh Osamu bj tring phat, r'di, xong, vay ki khong? Toi 16i phia bén kia thi
sao?

Toi khong rd 1dm nhung nghe néi Hidaka Kunihiko 13 tdc gid khd #n
khach. Nghe dau c6 lic Iot top muwoi nguwoi ndp thué cao nha't ddy thodi?
Vay chir d6 1a tién cida ai ki€m ra? D0 la tién ki€m dwore tir viéc ban truyén
Osamu viét ma. VAy sao tién thi d€ nguyén do, phat mdi Osamu, khong
thdy vor van sao? Toi thdy vo van day. Néu la toi, s€ tra lai s& tién do.
Chang phdi d6 1a chuyén hi€n nhién sao?

Vang, dwong nhién phia bén kia cling c6 1y cia minh. Cho nén t6i m&i
dinh sip t&i s& d€ luat sw d6i bén trao dGi v&i nhau cho dn thda moi chuyén.
Toém lai, t6i mudn gitp Osamu. Khong phai vi mudn c¢6 tién dau. Thi ho ¢
tra lai bao nhiéu di ntra cling chang phai cta t6i. b6 la tién cia Osamu.
Puong nhién roi.

Nhwng nay, vi viéc nay ma anh canh sit dé€n nha t6i 1a sao? To6i nghi
chuyén ching to1 ndi thudoc vé dan sw, khong li€n quan d€n mé&’y anh hinh
s dau.

A, khong phai 1a viéc chinh a?

Chi t61? Vang, dung vdy. Ho don dén thanh phd” dé sau khi Osamu chao
doi it 1au. La mua nha. C6é ngwoi ba con bén chong ban ré miéng dat ¢ do,
ho mua roi xay nha. .

Chij t6i, thanh phd” d6 2? Um, ding nhw anh néi, khong thich 14m. Tai
khong nh¢ khi nao, nhwng c¢é Tan chi &y ndi néu biét dia phwong day la
noi nhw vy thi da diet khoat khong xay nha & d6. Nghe néi sau khi don dén
ddy &, chi &y da tim hi€u dd thi chuyén xung quanh. R6i m&i ¢6 cam
twdng nhw vay.

Toi ciing khong 18 chj 4y khong thich gi & thanh ph& d6. HE nhic chuyén
da’y 1a chi t6i khong vui vé gi nén tdi cling tranh.



Anh cédnh sat a, sao ty dung anh héi vay? Chuyén doé cé lién quan gi dén
vu 4n [an nay?

Tuy bdo phai di€u tra nhiéu viéc, nhung hoi d€n cé chi tdi thi ch§ng phai
hoi qué sao? Ma ciing chang c6 gi khud't td't nén anh c viéc hoi.

Lot ké ciia Nakatsuka Akio

Nonoguchi? Ai viy? T61 khong bi€t céi tén do.

Ban hoc thoi ¢dp hai voi t6i? Hiem, ¢6 ngwoi d6 sao? Toi quén ma't r'oi.

Béo ha, dao nay tdi khdong ¢6 doc. Vu an nha van bi gi€t? Khong biét!

Htrm, ca nha vin 1an thd pham déu 1a ban hoc cia t6i? VAay thi sao?
Khong lién quan dén t6i dau. Khong c6 gi d€ néi ca. Toéi dang tha't nghiép,
bay gio phai di tim viéc. Pung ¢6 1am phién.

Hidaka? Hidaka c6 phai Hidaka d6 khong? Nha vén bj gi€t 1a n6 ha?

A, thing d6 thi to6i nhé. He, 1a né a. Con ngudi ding 13 ching biét chét
khi nao ra sao nho.

Anh hoi lam gi? Chuyén thoi chip hoi ciia thing d6 thi 1am dwoc gi?
biéu tra? Bat dworc thu pham ro6i con gi? Anh néi the’ ma?

Hé, dao nay cdnh sat cling diéu tra ma’y viéc nham gom.

Thoi di, chuyén xwa roi.

O, dung. Toi c6 quiy Hidaka nhi€u [an. Ly do xam thoi. Ki€u cang hay
dai loai vay. C¢ ki€m c& dai khai.

Nhung Hidaka la thing ctrng dau. Khong chju duwa tién I'an ndo hét. May
thang thé d& khdac hu mdt ti€ng la ndbn mot, hai ngan yén ra li€n. Cho nén
bon nay néng mat, nhé mét minh Hidaka ma lam t&i. Thang d6 thudc loai li
lom ddy, gio thi t6i m&i ndi ra dworc.

Anh dai vay. T6i da néi r'oi, khong biét thing nio tén Nonoguchi hét.

A? Khoan da! Nonoguchi? Hai chir “Da” v&i chir “Khau” ha?

A, la Noro hda? Con rua Noro, 1a Nonoguchi a. G, thﬁng do thi toi nho.
Cdi vi tién cua Fujio daYy.

Vi tién l1a vi tién d6. Cdi tdi dung tién d6. Ch gi ntra, chuyén cdng nap
tién cho Fujio. Pwa tién, lai con d€ bi sai khi€n nhw ngwoi hidu, cédi thang
da’y ding 1a hen.

Sau khi Fujio bi duoi khoéi treong, nhom bon t6i cling tan rd. R'6i mot
ngay, Noro cting khong tho mat dén héi hop.

Ra tay v&i con gai treong khac ha? Chuyén d6 toi khong ranh. That.
Diing 1a t6i than voi Fujio nhd't nhung né khong néi chi ti€t cho tdi bi€t.



Pai khdi sau d6 tdi ciing ching may khi gip Fujio. Vi né bj quan thic tai
gia.

Khong, khdng phai tdi. Ngwoi di chung véi Fujio khi tAn cong dira con
gdi 1a dira nao y. Khong biét, tdi noi that.

Ma nay, b6 ma’y chuyén cii rich d6 ¢6 lién quan gi dé€n vu giét ngwoi Ian
nay ha?

Khong, tai t6i c¢6 chiit chuyén 1an can. Anh néi ngwoi bi gi€t 1a Hidaka
phai khong?

T6i khong nhd rd 1a lic nao nhwng c6 TAn Hidaka dén chd toi. Bao toi
biét gi vé Fujio hay vu dra con gai d6 thi cho né biét. Liic nao ta, hinh nhw
ba, bdn nam tredec.

A, ding 1'6i, né c6 néi dai loai viét ti€u thuyét 18’y Fujio 1am nguyén mau
gi d6. Toi khong nghi né nghiém tic nén d6 gio’ chang nhé dén. Vay lic d6
Hidaka l1a nha van r'6i ha? Hem, bi€t vy moi thém chuit tién thi lao.

(:)’ , thi t6i ¢6 n6i cho né nhirng gi t6i bi€t. Vi tay Hidaka d6 hinh nhw cling
chang thu ghét gi toi.

T6i ndéi 1a gdn nhw khdong bi€t gi vEé vu tan cong dira con gdi. Nhung
Hidaka dai nhw dia, ct hdi chi mdt chit cling dwoc, ¢6 nhd gi khong. N6
cling twedng toi di chung véi Fujio ldc d6 hay sao 4.

Hinh ha? Chuyén gi?

Toi giw 4, ai ndi vay?

... U thi, ¢6 gitr.

Trwde khi bi bit, Fujio ¢6 cho t6i mdt td'm hinh, Hinh chup x&u hodc. Chi
gitr thoi thi nao c6 sao ding khong? Chir cling chang d€ lam gi hét.

Anh c6 hdi tai sao van gilr sudt thi tdi ciing b tay. Chi la tinh co khong
vut di th6i. Anh cling vdy ma, tim trong nha th€ nao chang ¢6 mot, hai tim
hinh thoi tré ding khong?

Bay gio khong c6. Sau khi Hidaka dén 1a toi vt roi.

Ta'm hinh d6 cho Hidaka ha? O, c6 cho xem. Um thi du gi ngdy xwa toi
cling lam chuyén khong phai, n6é lai mat cong dén day, nén tdi cd y cho
cam vé lam qua thoi.

N6 hdi mwon, the” 1a téi dwa. Nhwng hai, ba ngay sau 1a bo phong bi gt
tra r'oi. N6 viét thw ndi 1a theo chii nghia khong Iwu trie hinh dnh. T6i vt
nguyén céi phong bi vao thung rac. The’, hét roi.

K€ twr d6 t6i khdong gap Hidaka.



Hinh thi mot tam do6 thoi. My ta'm khéc ra sao t6i dau biét.

Vay nhe, @ r'6i chir?

Lot ké ciia Tsujimura Hekichi

Xin 10i, t6i 12 chdu, tén Sanae. Ngwoi binh thwong s¢ 1a khé nghe dwoc
ong to1 n6i chuyén nén to1 s€ dich lai. Khong, khong sao a. Nhw vy nhanh
hon, cling do cho ching t6i hon.

A, bao nhiéu nhi? C6 1& 12 91. Tim thi khong van dé gi. Nhung qua nhién
ntra than dwdi thi khong 6n. Khéng, ddu 6¢ tinh ra con minh man lam. Chi
c6 lang tai la van dé kho khan nha't thoi.

Ong t6i 1am phdo hoa dén cdch ddy mudi 1im nim. Ly do tudi téc thi it,
ma cha y&u la vin dé cung cau. Sau khi I€ hoi phdo hoa bén song khong
con thi cong viéc cling gan nhw hét han. Nhung ca nha t6i déu nghi cling
ding luc. Cha t61 khong ndi nghiép.

Sao a? Cudn sich nay? O, Do lira khéng chdy... A, 1a tidu thuyét cia
Hidaka Kunihiko d6 a? Khong, t61 khong bi€t. Toi nghi nha t61 khong c6 ai
doc. Ong t6i a? Vay de’toi hai thir. Tuy t6i nghi chac vo ich thoi.

... bung la khong bi€t a. M2y chuc nam ro61 ong khong doc sach. Ma
cudn sach nay sao a?

A

O, vay sao? Ve tho lam phdo hoa a?

... Ong 6 néi ciling c6 ngudi viet vé may thi la nhi. Ciing phai thoi, véi
ngwoi binh thwong thi diy 1a cong viéc xa la ma.

O, Hidaka Kunihiko ting séng & khu d6 a? Vang, ding viy. Noi lam
viéc cua ong tdi nam bén canh ngdi dén & d6. O, vay sao? Lic nhd nhin
ong t6i lam viéc roi 1én 1€n viét thanh ti€u thuy€t a? Do rd't ¢ an twong
voi Ong sao... O 0.

... Ong bao 12 néi méi nhé, hiém hoi ciing ¢6 con nit & 14n cin dén choi.
Vi nguy hi€m nén 6ng khong cho lai gan, nhung dira bé siéng dén 1am, th&’
la 6ng cho vao cho lam viéc voi diéu kién khong dugre so vao @6 vat xung
quanh.

Anh hdi ¢6 khoang bao nhiéu con nit nhw vay a? Anh cho chiit.

... Ong néi 1a 1am gi d&n maYy ngudi. Ong nhé chi ¢6 mot ngwdi thoi.

Tén a. B t61 hoi thir.

... Ong no6i khodng biét tén. Vang, 6ng néi khong phai quén ma la te dau
da khong biét. Ong téi nhd chuyén xwa t6t 1am nén tdi nghi 1a khong sai
dau.



Cha, chuyén d6 thi... Cho dii néi nhé t6t nhung chuyén dé chic khé. BE
to61 hoi xem sao.

... Ngac nhién ghé. Ong néi 6ng nhé. Ong néi néu c6 hinh s& nhan ra.
Anh ¢6 dem theo hinh a? Vay cho 6ng xem thtt di.

O, gi day? Hinh trong album t6t nghi¢p cip hai a? Véang, c6 ngwoi d6
trong 1&p ndy ding khong a? A, nhung ngwoi dén chd lam viéc clia 6ng lic
d6 con nho hon nra ding khong a? Ping vay nhi. Cha, gay day. Giai thich
chuyén d6 cho 6ng that khé. Sor 1a 6ng s€ bao khong phai dira con nit 1on
th& nay. Vang, toi ctr thtr giai thich xem sao.



8: QUA KHU (3)
H6i twéng cua Kaga Kyoichiro

To6i nghi minh da gap dwoe terong d6i nhirng nhan vat ¢6 the biét it nhiéu
vé qua khir cia Nonoguchi Osamu va Hidaka Kunihiko, dic biét 1a chuyén
thoi cap hai. Prong nhién ciling con nhirtng ngwoi khdac nira, nhwng ¢6 1€
tam thoi da da dwe liéu can thi€t. Nhitng di liéu d6 van con roi rac nhw
may manh ghép, nhwng da cé the€ hinh dung béng diang du mo’ h'6. Va toi
tin chac d6 la bong dang sy that cia vy an lan nay.

C6 th& néi, vu bt nat thoi cAp hai trong trirng cho mdi quan hé gitra hai
ngwoi ho. Nghi nhw vay thi Ian dau tién t6i m&i thd’y hop ly. Khdng thé néi
gi vé vu an giét ngwoi [An nay ma khong nhac dé€n qua khir dang so cta ho.

Vé viéc bét nat, tdi ¢6 chit kinh nghiém. N6i vy nhwng khong phai toi
trng bi bat nat hay di bat nat ai (chi it t6i khong c6 y dinh d6). Kinh nghiém
& day la tw vi tri cda ngeoi lam gido duc. Chuyén dd mwoi nam trede. Khi
toi lam chu nhiém 1op Chin.

T6i nhan thay 1&p minh c6 tinh trang bét nat vao khodng cudi hoc ki mot.
Nho ki thi cudi ki.

Mot gido vién cho t6i bi€t hinh nhw 1op tdi ¢6 treong hop quay cop. 6
la gido vién day ti€ng Anh. Theo thdy &y, c6 nam hoc sinh tra 1o gidng hét
nhau cho ciing mot cau hoi, cau trd loi ding thi khong néi, dang nay sai
giong hét nhau.

“Chwa k€, nam hoc sinh d6 déu ngdi & phia dwdi. T6i nghi nha't dinh la
quay cop. T6i nhac nhé cling dwore, nhing nghi nén bao thay mot ti€ng.”

ThAy day tiéng Anh nay thudc ki€u nguwdi ludn binh tinh cin nhic moi
van dé. Ldc do, thiy &y ciling khong t6 vé gidn dir tredrc viéc bi hoc sinh
qua mat.

To6i suy nghi mot Iic roi hoi thdy c6 thé giao cho t6i1 khong. Vi tdi nghi
n&u ding la quay cop thi s€ khong chi cé ti€ng Anh.

“T6i khong sao. Tuy nhién thay nén giai quyét sdm. Bd qua mdt Tan la
chiing n6 sé lam t&i.”

Loi canh cdo cia thay day ti€ng Anh rd't chi ly.

T6i nhanh chéng nho cac gido vién moén khac ki€m tra bai lam cia ndm
hoc sinh d6 xem c6 gi ddng ngo khong. Prong nhién, t6i cling ki€m tra bai
moOn Xa hdi (Pia 1y) minh phu trach.



K&t qua 1a mon Qudc ngir, Khoa hoc, Xa hdi déu khong c6 dau hiéu gi ro
rang. Khong phdi 1a khong cé di€m giong nhau, nhwng khé 1ong vi vady ma
nhan dinh ¢6 quay cép. V€ dieém nay, gido vién mon Khoa hoc néi.

“Ching né ciing khdng ngdc d&n mirc 1am tring trom dau. Tré con cd
cong phu cua tré con.”

Nhung xem ra cong phu d6 lai tré nén vo ich trong mén Todn. Gido vién
day Todn khang dinh c6 quay cép.

“Khong ¢6 hoc sinh nao khdng hi€u toan 1op Bay, 1op Tam ma 1én 1op
Chin dot nhién lai hi€u dwoc cd. Cho nén trwedre ki thi, dai khai t6i dd ndm
dwgc hoc sinh nao gidi dwgc cau nay, hoc sinh nao dau hang. Vi du cau
Yamaoka nay, bai chirng minh cudi cing nhat dinh khong the lam dwgrc.
Phian nay trong cau tra 1o, cdu ta viét ‘ADEF’ ding khong? That ra 1a ‘A
DEF’ m&i ding. Vi khdng ¢6 kién thirc hinh hoc nén cdu nay hi€u nhdm ki
hiéu tam gidc A trong ddp an ctia nguoi khac la chir A.”

Mot v ki€n ra't thuy€t phuc, ding ki€u mot nha toan hoc.

Xem ra tinh hinh khong lac quan. T61 suy nghi cich do1 phd. V€ viéc
quay cOp, phwong chidm cua nha treong la n€u khong bat qua tang thi
khong xt& phat, tree treong hop ¢é chuyén xdy ra. Nhung veé phia gido vién
thi can phai cho hoc sinh bié€t rang khong phai la thdy c6 khong nhan ra.
NoGi cach khac, phai canh cdo. Vi vay, mdt ngay, tdi tdp trung nhém hoc
sinh d6 sau gio hoc.

Trudce tién, tdi canh cdo cd nhém dang bi nghi ngo' ¢é quay cop. Tdi dwa
ra can ct nghi ngo, chang han nhirng di€m sai giong hét nhau trong bai thi
mon ti€ng Anh.

“Sao ha, may em c6 quay cop khdong?”

Khong ai chiu trd loi cdu hdi cua tdi. Vi vay, toi chi dich danh Yamaoka,
héi lai.

Thang bé 14c dau, trd 151, “Bon em khong 1am.”

To6i héi teng ngwoi. Tt cd déu phu nhan.

Do khong ¢6 chirng ¢t nén tdi khong the€ truy van hon thé, nhwng r6 rang
dam nhoc dang néi do1.

Bon ngwoi trong nhém twr dau chi cudi déu mat may sung sia, chi cé mét
hoc sinh vanh mat @6 ngéau. Hoc sinh nay tén Maeno. Chi€u theo thanh tich
hoc tip 1au nay thi chiac chian nhirng dira khac chép dap an cda hoc sinh nay.
Purong nhién ngwoi cho chép va ngwoi chép déu bi phat nhw nhau, d6 l1a
luat cda treong toi.



T61 d6, me ctia Maeno goi dién thoai dé€n. Ba hoéi, “Con trai tdi cé vé
khong 6n, khong biét & treong da xay ra chuyén gi?”

Khi t6i néi vé chuyén quay c6p, & dau day bén kia ba thot 1én mot ti€ng
than nhd. Chéc hén tam trang ba ldc &y nhr dang mo’ thdy 4&c mong.

“Gia st ¢6 quay cOp thi tdi nghi em Maeno 1a ngwoi cho cdc ban xem déap
an. Nhwng gian 14n 1a gian 14n. Tuy nhién Tan nay do khong c6 chirng cw
nén toi chi canh cdo. Em &y bj s6c 1dm a?”

“N6 v€ nha ma quan 4o 18m lem bun da't. R'61 ric trong phong khong
chiu ra, nhung t6i c6 li€c nhin thi thd'y mdt nhw bi swng, chdy mdu nwa...”

“Mit sung w...7”

HoOm sau, Maeno nghi hoc v&i 1y do bi cam. Va hdom ti€p theo khi xuét
hién, cdu bé deo bing mét. Tk nhitng v&t bam va chd sung trén m4, c6 the
tha’y ngay clu b1 dam.

Thoi di€m nay, tdi da hicu ra tinh hinh. Maeno khong nim trong nhém,
ma bi bit 1am theo 11 bon hoc sinh kia. Chéc chén ciu bé bj trd thu vi vu
quay c6p bi phat hién. Nhuirng t6i khong thé xdc dinh dwoc viée bit nat c6
thwong xuyén xay ra khong.

Thé& ro6i treong hoc bude vao ki nghi he. Xét hoan canh nay, ki nghi he
dén ding thdi diém bat loi. DA phét hién c6 bat nat vay ma trong khoang
thoi gian d6 t6i lai khdng lam gi. D€ gidi thich thi do qué ban. Tuy nghi he,
nhwng t6i khong hé cé thoi gian nghi ngoi do vu dinh hwdng twong lai.
Thong tin ¢an thu thip va cong viéc phai x& 1y lic nao ciing cha't ddng nhw
ndi. Nhwng diy cling chi 1a nguy bién. Trong khodng thoi gian nghi he,
Maeno bi nhém Yamaoka tran 16t hon 100 nghin yén. Khéng, hon thé nwra,
soi day két ndi u dm gitta ma’y hoc sinh nay tré nén nguy hi€m va phtrc tap
hon. Va mai vé sau tdi mdi bi€t chuyén do.

Vao hoc ki hai, thanh tich hoc tdp clia Maeno dot ngdt sa sut, cong thém
thong tin tor mot vai hoc sinh ¢ lwong tdm, t6i bi€t dwore viée bit nat ac y
dang tr& nén thwong xuyén hon. Toéi khong twdng twong noi trén dau ciu
A’y ¢6 dén sau chd phdong do Ira thudc 14.

Toi nghi céch xir 1y. C6 gido vién ndi tinh trang bét nat & khdi 1ép Chin
thi coi nhw khong thd’y, chor dén lic t6t nghiép 1a td't nha't, nhung t6i khong
the’ lam vay. Pay la Tan dau tién téi lam chd nhiém I¢p Chin. T6i khong
mudn viéc ngdi trong 1&p tdi chi nhiém trd thanh ndi bat hanh cta hoc
sinh.

Toi quyét dinh truede tién hdi Maeno. T6i dinh hdi chuyén bt nat bt dau
nhw thé nao, cho dé€n nay da xay ra nhirng gi.



Nhung cdu bé khong néi gi cd. Cau bé s nhitng trd bét nat s& leo thang
né€u néi ra di€u gi. Nhitng giot mo hoi tw hai bén thdi dwong, nhirng dau
ngon tay run ray cho tdi bi€t cau bé s¢ hdi dén cung cyec.

To6i bt dau tr viée gidp cdu bé tuy tin. Va toi nghi dé€n ki€m dao. Toi 1a
cd van doi ki€m dao cua treong, da nhi€u Tan ching ki€én nhirng hoc sinh
¢ vé nhit nhat tré nén manh mé mdt cach ré rét qua viéc hoc ki€m dao.

N6i vy nhung thoi di€m nay khong th€ gia nhdp doi ki€m dao, nén tdi
quy€t dinh hwdng dan riéng cau &y vao sang sdm. Maeno ¢ vé khong hao
hirng gi nhung moi sang déu xud't hién & phong tdp. Von la dira tré thong
minh nén cé 1€ cau bé hi€u tai sao mdt thay gido tré doi day ki€m dao cho
minh, va ngh n€u bd qua thi khong t6t chang?

C6 mot thir Maeno td vé quan tam. D6 1a ném dao.

DPay 1a phén thinh thodng t6i luyén d€ nudi dwong siec tap trung. Ném dao
vé phia td'm chi€u dung dirng. Khi thi nham mat ném, cling c6 khi quay
lung lai ném. Tdi s¢ chang may xdy ra sg ¢d nén chi tdp lic chwa cé ai dén,
nhwng tinh co’ Maeno nhin thdy va td vé quan tam.

Cau bé dé nghi td6i day nhwng dwong nhién khong the' dwoc. Cé diéu, toi
cho phép ciu &y quan sat. Cau bé cham chu theo doi phéan luyén ném dao
nay tw xa.

“Néu la minh, s€ lam dwge. Em phai tin nhw vay.”

Khi dwoc héi bi quyét, t6i da tra loi nhw vay.

Khong lau sau, nhan vat trung tdm cta vu bit nat 12 Yamaoka nhip vién
vi rudt thwra. Toi cho day la co hoi 1on. T6i thd’y khong the€ dung bién phap
tiéu cwc nhw cho’ cho viéc bat nat ty lang xudng. Phai tdn dung co hdi nay
d€ triét thai do khim nim cia Maeno trird'c Yamaoka.

Tbi ra 1énh cho Maeno copy v& clia minh hing ngay dem dén bénh vién.
Cau bé gan nhw phat khéc va tw chdi, nhwng t6i khong chdp nhan. Toi
khong mudn d€ cau &y tot nghiép trong tw thé thua cudc nhw vay.

To6i khong bié€t hai dira tré da 1lam gi trong bénh vién. C6 the Maeno yén
lang d€ tdp copy lai r'oi roi bénh vién ngay. Ciling cé th€ Yamaoka trum
chan mdc k€. T61 nghi viy cting tot.

Yamaoka xud't vién dworc it 1au thi t6i doan chic phép thtr clia minh da
thanh cong. Vi khi td6i quanh co hdi thdm vai hoc sinh thi khong nghe néi
V€ viéc Maeno bi bat nat nira. Chwa chac may dira hoc sinh ndi that, nhwng
toi dodn tinh hinh c6 t6t 1én qua thai @6 vui vé hon triede cia Maeno.



Va chi sau phit cudi cuing, tirc 18 t6t nghiép két thic, tdi m&i biét rang d6
la mét do giac to 1on.

To6i da ra't vui mweng. TA't ca hoc sinh déu da chon xong con dwong twong
lai, t6i da dinh ninh rang khong con van dé gi nwra. T6i da bat dau ty hao,
tin rang minh c6 th€ ti€p tuc lam gido vién.

Ping lic d6, mot cd dién thoai goi dén cho t6i. Tt s& canh sit. Nhirng
loi ngwoi canh sat phu trach ban thi€u nién néi qua dién thoai nhw mot x6
nwdc lanh gidi vao dau toi.

Maeno di bj bét vi tdi gy thuwong tich.

Dia di€m la trong trung tdm tro choi. Ngwei bi hai 1a Yamaoka.

Khi nghe dién, tdi ¢ nghi ngwoc lai, ding ra ngwoi bi hai 1a Maeno,
ngwoi gdy hai 1a Yamaoka mdi ding chir.

Nhuwng nghe ki dau dudi, toi hi€u dwoc tinh hudng. Khi bi bit, quan 4o
Maeno rach bwom, ca nguoi day thwong tich. Va gwong mit bién dang.

Khong ¢An noéi cling biét 1a nhém Yamaoka khién c4u bé ra ndng ndi da’y.
Phat hién Maeno mot minh, cd nhém hua nhau vay danh. Ching néi lau nay
trong trwong chi 1a rang nhin tred'c mat 6ng thay lam mdm Kaga ma thoi.
Truwdc khi bd di, ching con ti€u tién vao mat Maeno.

Khong r6 Maeno da guc nga bao lau. Nhuwng ciu bé da rang chiu dau,
ding day va di vé phong tap ki€m dao trong trrong. R6i cdu 8y 187y trom
con dao tdp ném trong tu d6 cua toi.

Ciu 4y biét dwgc chd nhém Yamaoka dang ¢ mit do lau nay da nhiéu
[an dem ti€n dén cho chung. Khi phat hién Yamaoka dang n6 dua ‘am 1 cho
may trd choi, Maeno ti phia sau lao dén ta'n cong khéng chit do dy. Con
dao tdp ném cdu &y cdm dam tring man swon trdi cia Yamaoka.

Nhan vién ctra hang da goi dién bdo canh sat. Nghe néi Maeno chi dirng
da’y cho t&i khi canh sat d&n hién treong.

Toi d&€n ngay s& canh sat, nhuwng khong giap dworec Maeno. Vi cdu bé cuw
tuyét. Con Yamaoka, nghe néi da dworc chd dén bénh vién ngay va tinh
trang khong nguy hiém dén tinh mang.

M4y ngay sau, nguoi canh sat phu trach néi véi toi.

“Maeno da dinh gi€t ban xong thi ty sat. Khi hdi Yamaoka ly do hanh
hung Maeno thi cdu bé néi vi khong wa. To6i c6 hdi tai sao khdong wa thi cdu
bé ndi khdng cé 1y do gi ca. Chi ndi, tém lai khong wa la khong wa vay
thoi.”

T6i da nghe nhitng loi d6 voi tAm trang u dm.



Sau d6, tdi chwra tirng mot Tan giip lai Maeno 14n Yamaoka. Dic biét, theo
loi me cia Maeno, t6i 1a “nguoi né khong mudn gip nha't trén doi”.

Théang Tw ndm dod, tdi khong con dirng trén buc giang ntra. No6i cach khac,
to1 da tron chay.

Dén gio toi van nghi d6 1a that bai thdm hai nhdt trong cudc doi minh
tinh dén thoi di€m do.



9: SU THAT
Loi giai caa Kaga Kyoichiro

Anh th@y trong ngwoi thé nao r'oi? Lic ndy tdi c¢é ndi chuyén doéi chat
voi bac st diéu tri, nghe néi anh da quyét dinh lam phau thuat? Biét dwoc
to1 cing yén tam.

Anh néi nghe bi quan vay. Khéng, nghe bac si néi kha nang thanh cong
kha cao da’y. Khong phai an ui dau. To6i néi that.

T6i mudn hdi anh nhan ra bénh trang cia minh tor khi nao? Mua déng
ro1? Hay dau nam?

Chic khong c6 chuyén d6 dau nhi? Chi it anh ciing cdm thiy bénh tdi
phat vao cudi ndm ngodi ch? P6ng thoi anh nghi Tan nay chac khong
xong r'o6i, ding khong? Cho nén anh m&i khong di bénh vién.

Ly do toi suy nghi nhw vdy chi c6 mdot. Vi t6i cho ring anh da 1én k&
hoach cho sy viéc Tan nay chi it 1a ttr khodng thoi gian d6. Sy viéc Tan nay,
ta't nhién la viéc gi€t anh Hidaka Kunihiko.

Anh hoi bt ngo 2? Nhung t6i cho rang chuyén minh dang néi khong hé
ki cuc. Vang, t6i c6 cin ctr. Chirng ctr ¢6 di. Cho nén t6i sap stra néi vé
viéc do. S€ hoi 1au mot chut nhung bac si da cho phép.

Trwdc tién, anh hay xem cdi nay. Vang, tim hinh. Anh nh& ch¢? La hinh
chup twr video canh anh d6t nhap vao nha Hidaka. Anh néi la anh Hidaka da
lap mdy quay d€ quay 1én ding khong?

T6i da nho ngwoi ta in ra mot canh trong doan bang d6. Néu anh mudn,
toi c6 the’ dem man hinh dén cho anh xem toan bd doan bang, nhung cé 1€
khong can thi€t nhi? Chi cin mot tdm nay la dd. V&i lai, chac anh cling
chan xem doan bang dé roi nhi?

Bé&i vi doan bing d6 1a do anh ty ché’ ma? Anh ty dién, ty quay. Anh la
dao dién kiém dién vién chinh. Xem chén r'61 la dwong nhién con gi?

Ping vy, y t6i ndi la lam gia. Tat cd ndi dung trong nay déu nguy tao.

Vang, cho nén toi sé chitng minh cho anh thay. Bang tAm hinh nay. N6i
vay thoi chir cling khong ¢6 gi to tat dau. Xem t&m hinh nay xong, diéu toi
mudn ndi chi ¢c6 mét. BS 1a hinh anh trong cudn bang khong phai dwoc
quay vao ngay nay bay nam trwd’c nhw hién thi trén goéc man hinh.

T6i sé chirng minh tai sao t6i ¢ th€ khang dinh di€éu d6. That ra rd't don
gian, & day c6 chup canh vwon nha Hidaka. Va trong veon cé trong hoa



cd. brong nhién, tAm hinh nay khong chup cdy cdi gi ndi bat. Khong cé ca
cay anh dao nha Hidaka ty hao, bai cd lai khé héo. Thoat nhin cé the thay
la canh mua dong, nhwng khé phan biét 1a mua dong nam nao. Chwa k€, lai
la gitra dém khuya, troi t&i, khé thdy cac chi ti€t. C6 1€ chinh vi vdy anh
nghi s€ danh Ira dwgc ching t6i bang cuén bang nay.

Nhwng anh Nonoguchi, anh da pham sai TAm 1on day.

To1 khong gat anh dau. Anh da pham sai [am that.

b€ t6i chi cho anh nhé. D6 1a cdi bong. Bong cady anh dao do xuéng bai
cd ding khong? Cho nay la don chi mang day.

Vang, t6i bi€t anh mudn ndi gi. Cx cho ciy lon 1€n trong thoi gian bay
ndm, ciing con tuy vao dnh sing, n€u chi so sdnh cdi bong thi khong biét
dwoc 1a ciy bay gior hay cay h'oi d6. Pung vay.

Nhung cai to6i mudn néi khong phai viéc d6. T6i noi van dé la bong cay
chi c6 mot.

C6 vé anh chwa hi€u nén d€ t6i n6i dap an ludn. Néu ding la cudn bang
nay quay canh veeon nha Hidaka bay nam tredece, thi bong cdy & day phai c6
hai. Anh hi€u tai sao ch? Pon gian lam. Vang, ddng vdy. By nam trudec,
trong viron nha Hidaka c6 hai ciy anh dao. Dirng canh nhau.

Anh c6 gi d€ n6i khong?

Cudn bang video d6 c6 1€ md&i quay gan day thoi ding khong? Do anh
quay.

Van dé & chd anh ¢6 co hdi d€ quay hay khong. VE di€m do, tdi da xac
nhan v&i Hidaka Rie.

“Cé 1& khong khé 18m” 1a cAu tra 1 cta co 4y. N&u 1a cudi nim ngodi,
anh Hidaka Kunihiko van con doc than, anh c6 th€ lgii dung lic anh &y di
udng v&i ngeoi clia nha xud't ban d€ thong tha quay.

Co diéu, n€u vay thi anh can c6 chia khéa nha. Vi phai mé ctra sG phong
lam viéc d€ quay canh dot nhdp vao phong lam viéc cua anh Hidaka tw
ngoai veon.

Theo 1o Hidaka Rie, viéc d6 cling khong c6 van dé gi. P6 1a vi anh
Hidaka Kunihiko thwong khong dem theo chia khéa khi di u6ng, ma gidu
sau gia d€ 0 tredc ctra ra vao. Tw khi ddnh ma't chia khéa nha & ngoai dén
hai Tan, anh &y dé lam nhw vdy. N€u anh bi€t dwgc di€u do thi khéng can
danh thém chia khéa. Va Hidaka Rie khang dinh anh bi€t di€u do6.

Nhung anh Nonoguchi nay. T6i cho riang cudn bing 1a nguy tao khong
phai nho’ nhén ra cdi bong ctia cay anh dao. That ra ngwoc lai, chinh vi nght



chic chin né 12 nguy tao nén tdi di xem di xem lai nhiéu T4n, tim ra may
tdm hinh it di chyp canh vwon nha Hidaka ldc xwa, roi méi phat hién ra
diém mau thuan dé. Vay tai sao to6i nghi chac chan cudn bang la nguy tao?
b6 1a vi xud't hién nghi ngo d6i voi vat chieng khac.

Anh Nonoguchi han ciing bi€t vat chirng khac dé 1a gi nhi? Ping vay, d6
la s&" lwong 1om ban thao no. La ndi tdc pham t6i tim ra va tin chac day la
thr ¢6 lién quan dé€n dong co gi€t anh Hidaka Kunihiko.

Trong vu 4n T4n nay, bit anh va doc bién ban ti thi cda anh r'oi, téi van
tha’y c6 ra't nhiéu di€m khong hgp 1y. Pwong nhién, van c6 the giai thich
theo cach nao d6 cho ting nghi van. Nhung viéc cé the giai thich va viéc
c6 th€ thda man 1a hoan toan khac nhau. Anh Nonoguchi, dau d6 trong bién
ban ty thd cha anh t6i van tha'y khong khop. Chinh vi sy khong khop do
ma tdi khong cach nao tin ndi dung anh ty thu la sy that.

Va c6 Tan tdi phat hién ra. M6t manh m&i ra't Ion. K€ tw sau vu an toi da
nhi€u an gap anh, vdy ma lai khong nhén ra, ki la that.

Anh Nonoguchi, anh dwa tay phai ra xem.

Sao vay? Tay phai ma. Vay thi chi can ngdn gitra tay phai cling dworc.

Ngén gitra d6 ¢6 cuc chai ding khong? Kha to nhi.

Khong ki la sao? Anh dung mdy ddnh chit ma. T6i nghe néi khi vi€t ban
thdo, va ca thoi lam gido vién anh déu dung mdy danh chtr. Vdy ma sao tay
lai ¢6 cuc chai 1'n nhw vay?

A, anh néi khong phai cuc chai 4? Vay d6 1a gi? Khong biét? Anh bao
khong nhé a? Nhin cach gi né cling 1a cyc chai ma anh néi la khéng nho tai
sao co a?

Ma viy ciling khdng sao. Quan trong 1a tdi thd’y né la cuc chai. Chinh nho
thdy nhw vy ma t6i da nghi, tai sao ngwoi ding may danh chix nhw anh lai
c6 cuc chai to nhw vay, phai ching anh da viét tay mét lwong khong 16 cai
gi d6?

Va t6i nghi d&n ddng tic pham dwgc viét trong xap vo cli va gidy viét
ban thdo d6. Toi da c6 mot suy doan. Lic do, toi thay lanh cd s6ng lung. Vi
n€u suy doan nay dung thi vu 4n lai 1at ngwoc 180 do.

Ping viy, téi da suy doan nhw sau. S& lwong 1on tdc pham d6 khong phai
la nhirng thir da viét lic xwa, ma dwoc anh viét voi trong thoi gian gan day.

T6i rung minh cling ding phai khong? Néu la vay thi viéc anh ndéi anh
Hidaka an cdp y twdng tir nhirng tdc pham do ciing 1a doi tra.



Chang 1& khong c6 cdch nao d€ ki€m chitng thyc hw sao? Tdi da diéu tra
rat nhiéu. Va nam dwoe chirng ctr mang tinh quyét dinh.

Anh Nonoguchi ¢6 bié€t nguoi tén Tsujimura Hekichi khong? Anh khong
bi€t a? Vay sao? Qua nhién.

Theo ban thd nhan cua anh, ldc nhd anh thwong cung anh Hidaka
Kunihiko d&n cho ther lam phdo hoa géan nha xem ngwoi d6 lam viéc, nén
da viét ti€u thuyét Pom lira tron dya trén ki niém thoi &y ding khong? Va
anh chu treong rang anh Hidaka da vi€t Dom lira khong chdy dwa trén Doim
lira tron.

Ong Tsujimura Hekichi chinh 13 ngwdi tho 1am phéo hoa khi .

Vang, t6i hieu. Quén tén thi dau cé van dé gi. C6 1€ c6 hodi anh Hidaka
cling s€ nhan dwore ciu tra lovi 1a quén roi thoi.

Nhung, 6ng Tsujimura lai nhé da’y. Khong phai tén. Ong &'y nhé mit dira
bé thuwong dén cho 6ng &y lam viéc d€ choii. Theo 101 6ng Tsujimura, chi ¢
mot dira bé.

Vang, diing vay. Ong &y con song ddy. Hon chin muoi tudi, ngdi xe lin
nhwng dau 6¢ con cye ki minh man. Khi tdi cho xem album hinh thoi cap
hai ctia cdc anh, 6ng &%y chi ngay ra mét dira bé hay dén choi.

Mat cua anh Hidaka Kunihiko.

Ong &y néi khong biét anh daYy.

Véi 10 chieng ctia dng Tsujimura, tdi dd c6 the chic chén. Ring, viéc anh
néi anh Hidaka an cap ti€u thuyé&t ciia minh 1a ddi trd, va ta't ca nhirng tac
pham dworc vi€t trong v& ghi chép cii hay gidy vi€t ban thdo nhat dinh la
do anh chép lai twr sach cta anh Hidaka.

Vay viéc anh bj anh Hidaka uy hié¢p bang vu 4n giét ngwdi khong thanh
kia thi sao?

Anh bi€t ma nhi. Sau khi nghi nhw trén r'6i thi s€ nghi ngo’ cudn bang
video kia. Vi chi cé cudn bang d6 1a minh ching ro rang cho viéc giét
ngwoi khong thanh ctia anh. Con dao anh néi da st dung khi d6 khong c6
kha nang lam ching ¢ gi ca. Vi né chi don gian 1a ¢6 da'u van tay cfia anh
thoi.

Va nhw t6i da giai thich ldc ndy, toi phat hi€én cudn bang l1a nguy tao. Néi
ngwoc lai, diéu d6 cé nghia ta't ca nhirng gia thi€t cho dén gio déu ding.
Tac khong c6 vu an gi€t ngeoi khong thanh kia, anh Hidaka cling khong hé
uy hi€p anh, theo d6 cting khéng c6 chuyén dao van.



Vay con moi quan hé gitra anh va cd Hidaka Hatsumi ma anh thd nhéan la
dong cor ciia vu giét ngwoi khong thanh thi sao? Li€u m6i quan hé ngoai
tinh anh n6i c6 that khong?

bén day, ching ta 6n lai mét chit nao. Nhirng d6 vat nao th€ hién mdi
quan h¢ gitra anh va c6 Hidaka Hatsumi?

Trudc tién, chi€c tap dé, s¢i didy chuyén va gidy dang ki du lich dwoc
tim thdy trong nha anh. R'6i d&n tdm hinh cd Hatsumi dwgc cho la chup &
tram dung nghi Fujikawa cling dworc tim tha’y trong phong anh hém sau, va
ca ta'm hinh phong canh dwgc cho la chup & cung dia di€m.

Hét. Ngoai ra khong ¢6 gi ntra. Khdng ¢6 ca nhan chirng cho mdi quan hé
cta hai nguoi.

Trong s& nay, gidy dang ki du lich thi vi€t thé¢" nao cling dwgc nén khong
th€ chirng minh cho md&i quan hé cia anh va cd Hatsumi. S¢ii ddy chuyén
thi chi ¢6 anh néi la dinh lam qua cho c¢6 Hatsumi. Vay chi€c tap dé thi
sao? Cdi d6 thi c6 vé ding la cia c6 Hatsumi. Nhw ¢6 Tan t6i néi v&i anh la
cO ta'm hinh chup c6 2y deo chi€c tap dé do.

Nhwng khong phdi 1a anh khong c¢6 kha nang 18y di chi€c tap dé cia
Hidaka Hatsumi tv nha Hidaka. Vi tredc khi ké€t hon voi cd Rie, anh
Hidaka da sdp x&p lai vat dung ctia ngudi vo triedre 1a c6 Hatsumi va anh da
dén gidp do anh &y. C6 1€ viéc 4m thdm gidu bot mot chié€c tap dé khong
kho khan gi nhi.

Ciing ngay giip do d6, c¢6 kha nang anh da 18y trom thir khac ntra. D6 1a
nhirng tA'm hinh. Piéu kién birc hinh ¢én 18y trdm c6 1€ nhw thé nay. Trwdc
ti€n, phai la hinh c6 Hatsumi chyp modt minh, khong c6 hinh chup anh
Kunihiko & cung dia di€m d6, va mdt diéu kién nira néu dwoc, d6 1a co
hinh phong canh chup tr cing mét dia di€m. Va hoi dd nhirng diéu kién d6
la nhitng t&m hinh & tram dwng nghi Fujikawa no. Anh da 1én gidu hinh
chup ctia ¢6 Hatsumi va hinh phong cénh vao tdi.

Vang, dwong nhién khong cé ching ctt 13 anh 18y cip. Nhung c6 kha
ning 18y cip. Va mot khi c¢6 khd niing, thi khong thé cit th& cdng nhin
chuyén ngoai tinh v&i ¢6 Hatsumi theo nhw anh ty tha.

Hon ntra, n€u da khong cé vu gi€t ngwoi khong thanh kia, khdng cé
chuyén anh Hidaka Kunihiko uy hi&p hay dao vin, thi cho ring viéc ngoai
tinh ¢6 th€ ndi 1a tién d€ cha nhitng viéc nay chwa ting ton tai, cling dau c6
gi khéng ding nhi?

Ping, khi nghi nhw vay thi dwong nhién cé the giai dap veé cai chét cla
Hidaka Hatsumi. D6 chic chén 12 tai nan, khong phai ty sat. Khong c6 dong



co thi cling khong c6 1y do d€ nghi ngo 1a ty sat.

Pén day, thir sap x&p lai xem. Tém lai anh da 1am gi tir khodng mua thu
nam ngodi? Cung 6n lai theo tryc thoii gian nao.

Trudce tién, anh chuan bi may cuén v& ghi chép cii chwa s dung. Chi
Cin tim trong troedng 13 c6 ngay ding khong? Va anh bit dau chép vio d6
nhtrng tdc pham anh Hidaka Kunihiko da cong b6 Nhwng khong phai chép
lai hoan toan, anh da bd chiit cong phu d5i tén nhan vit, giong vin, sdp x&p
lai ¢Ot truyén chut it d€ tao an twong d6 1a ban thao ban dau cta tdc pham
da dwgrc cong bo. Chép lai mdt cudn thdi cling ma't ca thang nhi? Toi nghi
dé la viéc rat vat va. Ngoai ra, nhitng tdc pham gan day thi anh nhap vao
mdy danh chtr. Nhirng tieu thuy€t duorc vi€t trong dong gidy vi€t ban thao
phat hién cung ldc v&i may cudn vé thi ding la truyén anh viét h'oi xwa.
Trong s6 truyén ctia anh Hidaka khdng c6 tic pham nao giong nhtrng tac
pham do.

Con vé “Cénh ctra bing gia”, dién bién tiép theo thi nha't dinh anh phai
tw nghi ra. Vi anh phai d€ canh sat phat hién ra gidy ghi chi y twdng, ciing
nhw phai viét ban thdo dung d€ tao chirng ctr ngoai pham khi sit hai anh
Hidaka.

Tiép theo 12 1am cudn bing video. T6i dd néi ldc ndy, chic anh quay
khoang cudi ndm ngodi.

Va nam nay, anh 18y dwoc tap dé cung hinh cua c6 Hidaka Hatsumi.
Ngoai ra, chic chin anh con phai chuin bj ma’y thit linh tinh nhw gid'y ding
ki du lich, s¢i ddy chuyén nay no. Gid'y ding ki loai cii anh c6 sdn 2? MaYy
thr d6 cling c6 the€ con sét & treong nhi. Con nitra, anh bao cdi ca vat hoa
ti€t hoa 14 cach diéu trong td do ¢6 Hatsumi tang, cap tach tra gdm Meissen
trong ti chén bat hai ngwoi mua chung, déu 1a méi mua gan day thoi nhi?

Va mot viéc nwra, ra't quan trong. Nghe néi vor chong anh Hidaka da ma't
khoang mot tuan d€ thu don d6 dac gui di Canada, va trong mot tuan do,
anh da d&n tham ho mot Tan. Muc dich 1a d€ 1én bd vao trong hanh 1y hai
mon d6 dung khong? Hai mon d6 d6 1a con dao va cudn bang video. Anh
da khoét rudt sach va bo cudn bang vao d6. Vi phai cho thdy anh Hidaka
Kunihiko cit gidu can than 1&m.

Sau khi da chuan bi xong xudi nhirng viéc nay, anh cho dé€n ngay 16
thang Tw. Bung vay, ngay xady ra vu an [an nay.

Khong, khong, to1 khong khfmg dinh d6 1a hanh vi pham tdi nha't thoi. D6
l1a hanh vi pham t6i ¢6 k& hoach dang s¢ dwgrc chuan bi chu ddo trong mot
thoi gian dai.



Thong thwong, k& hoach pham tdi 1a thir dwoe thlt pham cham chit d€
trdnh bj bat. Thi pham s& suy nghi 1am sao d€ toi 4c khong bi phat hién,
hodc né€u ¢6 phat hién thi minh ciing khong bi nghi ngo.

Thé& nhwng k& hoach pham tdi ctia anh Tan nay c¢6 muc dich khac han.
Anh khong hé dinh trdnh viéc bi bat. Khong nhitng vay, toan b k& hoach
dwoc xay dung v&i tién dé 1a d€ bi bit.

N6i ngédn gon 1a th& ndy. Anh Nonoguchi, anh d3 danh mdt thoi gian dai
va ra’t nhi€u cong strc d€ tao nén ddng cor. Mot ddong co thich hop d€ sat hai
anh Hidaka Kunihiko.

Thyc sy toi nghi d6 1a mét y twdng dang kinh ngac. Viéc chuan bi dong
co’ trede khi pham tdi gi€t ngwoi phai ndi 1a vo tién khodang hiu. Bay gio
t6i ddm néi chic chin nhu vdy, nhung d€ di d&n két luan doé, tdi thuc su da
ra’t tran tro. Rﬁng sao lai c6 chuyén nhu the” duorc.

Cudn bing video d6, néu ngay tr dau canh sat nghi ngo thi tee som da co
th€ phat hién ra l1a nguy tao. Nhwng d6i diéu tra khong hé nghi ngo. Puong
nhién r'éi. Cu6n bang d6 la ching cr quan trong chirng minh déng co pham
t0i cda anh, ai ¢ thé’ nghi né do chinh thi pham la anh tao ra?

Nhirng tic pham vi€t trong v& hay gidy vi€t ban thao ciling vay, ca nhirng
mon d6 nhd dm chi m6i quan hé v&i ¢6 Hidaka Hatsumi ciing thé. Néu
nhitng thit d6 13 chirng ¢ phii djnh hanh vi pham t6i cia anh, thi chic chéin
doi diéu tra da nghlem tic ki€m tra that gid roi. Nhung thyc t&"khong pha1
nhw vdy. Ta't cd déu l1a nhitng vat ching khang dinh dong co’ pham t0i cla
anh. Ti€c 1a canh sat hién nay c6 khuynh hwdng rat ki cang véi chirng ctr
c6 loi cho ngwoi bi hai, nhung rat dé dii v&i chirg cir bat lgi. Anh da
Xu't sac nim duwoc diém yéu do.

Dic biét anh con tai tinh & chd d€ phia diéu tra tim kié€m dong co gia tao
d6, chir anh khdng tw néi. Néu ngay tiv dau anh huyén thuyén vé dong co
dé, thi du canh sit ngu ngdc d€n maYy cling c6 the' thay sy khic la.

Anh di khéo 1éo dan dét doi diéu tra vio con duong sai TAm. Khong, anh
da sip dit cai bdy. Trude hét, cdi by dau tién 12 dong vé ghi chép va xap
ban thdo khong 160 dwore cho 1a nguyén gdc nhirng cudn truyén cda anh
Hidaka ma anh da viét. Cdi bay thit hai 1a tap dé, s¢i ddy chuyén, gidy
dang ki du lich va hinh cta c6 Hatsumi. Bay gio’ nghi lai, c6 1€ anh da rat
sOt rudt khi chiing td6i mai khong tim ra hinh cta c6 ay. C6 'an anh néi véi
toi, 1a dung 1am xdo tron phong cta anh vi ¢c6 may cudn sich quan trong
ngwoi ta gii. Nho' goi ¥ tir cdu néi d6 ma ching t6i tim ra tdim hinh cla



Hidaka Hatsumi trong cu6n Kojien. Vay la ching t6i da bi dft miii tron ven.
Anh ciling yé€n tam didng khong?

Vé céi biy thi ba, cling c6 sw din dit ctia anh. Sau vy 4n, anh da hdi cd
Hidaka Rie bang video ctia anh Kunihiko d€¢ dau. Khi nghe c6 Rie néi da
guri di Canada, anh dan hanh 1y dwoec gui tra lai thi cho anh bi€t ngay, ding
khong?

Tw viéc dd'y ma toi da nghi trong nhirng cuén bang cia Hidaka Kunihiko
cé an gid'u diéu gi d6. Va r'oi phat hién ra cu6n bang quay dém gi€t nguoi
khong thanh lic tred'c. Chwra k€, cuén bang con dwoe gidu trong sach cua
anh Hidaka, Da quang tring. N&u doc Da quang triing, ai cling c6 theé nhan
ra ndi dung sach va canh quay trong video trung khorp. O day cting co sy
din dét vo hinh cda anh.

N6i m&i nhé dém x4y ra vu an, khi chiing ta gip lai sau gan mwoi nam,
toi hoi vé truyén cua anh Hidaka Kunihiko thi anh gi¢i thiéu Dg quang
trung tredc tién. D6 cling 1a theo k& hoach ban dau. Téi xin dwgc ngd mi
kinh phuc.

bén day, chung ta quay ngrorc kim dong ho mot chut, 6n lai viéc ngay
hom d6 nao. Khong can phai néi, ngay hdm doé 1a ngay anh gi€t anh Hidaka
Kunihiko.

Nhuw anh thdy te nhirng suy dodn t6i néi nay gior, dwong nhién viéc giét
ngwoi mang tinh k& hoach. Nhwng anh khdng dwoe d€ ai nhan ra diéu do.
Cho d&n cudi cung, anh can d€ vu 4n dwge xwr 1y 12 hanh vi pham tdi mang
tinh bot phat. Néu khong, cdi dong co’ gia tao kia khong cé tac dung gi.

Anh da vin dung hét ddu 6c d€ nghi ra phwong an giét ngwoi. Dao véi
thudc doc khong dwgc. Nhitng thir d6 chirng td ngay tor dau anh da cd y
dinh giét ngwoi. Vay siét ¢6? Nhung néu so th€ lyc cha hai ngwoi thi kho
ma dung bao lyc d€ siét co.

Vi vdy, cich anh Iya chon 13 ddnh r'6i giét. P4nh tir ding sau bang mot
vat cing va ning. Khi d61 phwong ngd xudng, anh sé két liéu bang viéc
si€t cO.

Nhung treong hop d6 cling can hung khi. T&t hon cé 1a vat ¢ sdn & nha
Hidaka. Do d6, anh nghi d&€n d6 chin gid'y ma anh Hidaka thwong dung.
Né&u danh bing cdi d6 c6 1& chic #n. Con siét cd thi 1am thé nao? Diing roi,
day dién thoai dwgrc ddy. Toi twdng twong c6 1€ anh da tw hoi tw tra 101 nhw
the".

Lic nay, trong 1dong anh ndy sinh ndi bat an. Ngay pham t0i 1a ngay nha
Hidaka da gan nhw chuyén nha xong. Ttrc hung khi dw dinh cé th€ khong



coOn ntra.

Day dién thoai thi c6 1€ khong sao. Anh Hidaka lam viéc dén gio choét, lai
dinh gtri ban thao bang fax nén chac chan s€ khong don day dién thoai.

Van dé la d6 chéan gidy. Mot vat dung khong nha't thi€t phai c6 khi vi€t
ban thao. C6 thé’ né da dwore ca't vao thung d6 dac.

Néu khong c6 d6 chan gid'y thi lam sao? Anh nghi dén treong hop dé va
chuan bi hung khi dy phong dem theo. P6 1a chai Dom Pérignon. Nho
chang may nhw vay that, anh dinh s& dung cdi chai lam hung khi.

Khi dén nha Hidaka, anh khong trao chai sim panh ngay. Néu dwa cho
doi phwong, ¢6 kha nang khong dung lam hung khi dwore nira.

Truwdce tién, anh cung anh Hidaka Kunihiko vao phong lam viéc. Va xac
nhén chac chan d6 chan gidy van con d6. To6i nghi ¢6 1€ anh da thé phao.

Sau khi roi khdi phong vi ¢d Fujio Mlyako dén, anh trao chai sdm panh
cho co Rie. N&u khong c6 d6 chan gidy, hin anh s@ khong dwa cho c6 ay
ma gitr lai 1am hung khi sau da’y. Trong trrong hop do, s€ tao an twong voi
nguoi thir ba 1a hanh vi pham t6i bot phét, nha't thoi dung chai sdm panh
dem d&n mung chuyén nha lam hung khi. Nhung han v&i anh, dung d6
chan gid’y von la cia anh Hidaka thi chac chan hon.

Anh khodng vi€t vé chai sim panh trong ghi chép cuia minh c¢6 1€ vi s¢
canh sdt nhan ra chuyén dé. L'an dau nghe viéc chai sim panh, t6i da nghi
bi€t dau trong do6 c6 doc. Vi vay, cudi cung tdi hdi cd nhan vién khach san
da udng chai sam panh v€ vi ciia nd. Anh ta n6i ngon lam. Vay la dep bo
dugce gia thi€t c6 doc, nhwng nghi lai chac chan anh khéng doi nao st dung
thud’c doc, nhi?

Ma ciing phai néi, chirng ctr ngoai pham dung mdy tinh va dién thoai thi
xud't sac that. Hinh nhw ca cip trén cha t6i dé€n gio van chwa the hi€u duoc
co’ cdu van hanh day.

C6 mot diéu toi thic méic, néu chiing tdi khdng nhin ra dwoc cdi biy d6
thi anh dinh lam th& nao? Vi nhw vdy anh sé khong bi nghi ngo’, dan dén
tham chi khong ca bj bat.

C6 vé anh khong mu6n tra loi nhi.

Ma c6 hdi cling chang ich gi. Vi thuc t& thi ching t6i da phét hién ra cai
bay dé va anh ciling da bi bat.

Anh mét roi a? Cau chuyén hoi kéo dai nhi. Nhwng anh hay chiu khé
thém chut nira. B&i t6i cling da kha mét vi anh daYy.



Nhu’ng gi thi gi, tai sao anh lai lam nhu’ng viéc nhuw vay? Thong thwong,
chang ai lai tao dung dong co’ gdy 4n gid v&i tién dé 1a d€ bj bét ca.

N€u phai suy dodn thi s&€ nhw thé’ nay. Anh da mudn gi€t anh Hidaka dwa
trén mdt dong co’ nao d6. Anh san sang d€ bi bat. T6i nghi bénh ung thw téi
phat cling c6 lién quan dén viéc nay. Nghia la gia st bj bat thi thoi gian &
trong tu cing khong lau.

Nhwng anh nghi phdi ti€p tuc che gidu dong co’ thyc sy ngay cd trong
treong hop bi bat. V&i anh, viéce bi cong bd” dong co thue sy d6 dang s¢
hon ca viéc bi bat vi tdi giét nguoi.

T6i mudn nghe chinh anh néi v€ ddng co thye sy do, anh thdy sao? Toi
nghi da d&€n nwde nay roi thi anh cé ti€p tuc gitr im ldng cling chang cd y
nghia gi nwra.

.. Vay sao?

C6 vé anh khong mudn néi cho ching téi nghe. Vay thi khong con cach
nao khac. Cho phép t6i néi Ién suy dodn ctiia minh.

Anh Nonoguchi, anh bi€t day la gi khong? Vang, ding vay. Bia CD.
Nhung khong phdi 1a CD nghe nhac. Pay la CD-ROM. Dt liéu mdy tinh
nam trong nay.

Bay gior, hau nhw cac phdn mém danh cho may tinh déu dwge ban dwdi
hinh thirc nay. Nghe dau con ¢6 game, twr di€n nira.

Nhung diy khong phdi CD-ROM ban ngoai thi treong. La CD anh
Hidaka nho’ cong ty chuyén nghiép lam.

Chéc anh thic mic bén trong c6 dir liéu gi nhi? That ra trong nay c6 thir
anh van luon tim ki€m 14u nay.

Anh hi€u ra r'oi chr? Bing vay. Trong nay la d liéu hinh anh. Pay 1a CD
chuyén lwu gitr hinh anh.

Anh Hidaka khong cat gitt nhirng hinh anh dung lam tw liéu vi€t tieu
thuyét trong album. Anh Hidaka vOn 1a nguoi som st dung mady tinh trong
van dan, nén tr may nam tredre da lwu trir ta't cd hinh anh dung lam tw liéu
vao CD de€'bao quan. Va gan day thi ding may chup hinh ki thuit s6.

Tbi s& n6i cho anh biét tai sao t6i d&€ mét t&i CD nay. Sau khi diéu tra ki
cang qua khir cia anh va anh Hidaka, t6i bat ddu d€’ y dén mot tA'm hinh.
N&u diing nhu t6i twdng twrong, thi ndi dung birc hinh k&t ndi nhiéu sy viéc
thanh mot c’[u’O’ng thang, khi€n nhung gi lau nay khong dueoc xem trong dot
ngdt tré nén co y nghia.



To6i da di tim tA'm hinh d6. Khong, that ra ban than ta'm hinh da bj mot
ngwoi vt bd. Nhung trede d6, anh Hidaka tung gite tim hinh day. Toi
nghi chic chin anh Hidaka di phuc ché& tAm hinh bang cdch nao d6. Va roi
toi tim ra CD hinh anh nay.

Nguwng lam b lam tich di. La ta'm hinh Idc d6. Tam hinh chyp canh Fujio
Masaya tdn cong mot ni sinh ¢ap hai.

Trong CD nay c6 dwr li€u hinh anh tai hién chan thyc canh dé daYy.

That ra t6i dinh in ra va hom nay dem dén day. Nhwng ngay tredc khi
thye hién, toi nghi lai. Viéc d6 khong ¢ ¥ nghia gi, chi t6 khoi lai ndi dau
cua anh thoi.

Chic anh d2 hiél toi nhin thay gi trong tAim hinh d6 nhi? Toi ciing da dw
doan dwoc trede khi xem nd. Ping vdy. Ngwoi gite nir sinh, giip Fujio
Masaya hanh hung c6 bé &y chinh la anh.

T6i da man phép di€u tra mét chiit vé thoi ca’p hai ctia anh. Nhi€u nguoi
da n6i nhiéu diéu. Trong dé cé ca chuyén bit nat.

C6 ngudi n6i Nonoguchi bj bét nat. Cling c6 nguwdi néi khong phai vay,
cdu ta bi bat nat trong mdt thoi gian ngin thodi, sau d6 thi nguwoc lai, gia
nh4p nhém bét nat. Nhung that ra, cd hai déu néi vé mdt viéc giong nhau.
D6 1a tir dau dén cudi, anh déu bj bit nat. Chi cé hinh thirc bit nat thay doi
ma thoi.

Thay Nonoguchi, d&n day thi tdi xin phép goi vady. Thiay cling ting c6
kinh nghi€m khi con ding trén buc giang va hoan toan hi€u dwoe nhi. To6i
cling vay. Bit nat khdng bao gid k&t thic. Mot khi dwong sw con & truong
d6 thi né con tiep dién. Khi nguwoi thay néi “khdng con bit nat”, chi c6
nghia 13 “t6i mudn nghi rang khdng con bit nat” ma thoi.

Khong khé d€ hinh dung vu hanh hung d6 da tré thanh vét thwong khong
the€ xoa diu trong long anh. Pau phai anh 1am nhirng viéc d6 vi thich, ding
khong? Né&u 1am trdi y Fujio Masaya, chic chin nhitng ngay bj bit nat den
to1 s€ quay lai. T6i nght anh s¢r diéu d6 va danh d€ doi tay nhing cham bdi
nhirng hanh vi dé tién d6, dit ghét cay ghét ding. Khi nghi d&n cam gidc toi
161, sy khinh ghét ban thdn xdm chi€m tAm h'dn anh lic d6, cd ngwdi hoan
toan ngoai cudc nhw toi ciing tha’y dau 1ong. Nghi lai, sy bit nat toi t& nha't
ma anh phdi chiju dung chinh 1a bj ép budc lam dong pham trong vu 4n
hanh hung d6 nhi?

Du ddnh d6i ca tinh mang ciing phai che gidu th ghi lai qua khir dang
nguyeén ria d6. Toi nghi day c6 1€ 1a dong co’ gi€t ngwoi Ian nay.

Nhung.



Tai sao bay gio anh m¢i d6t nhién quan tdim dén bi mat nay? Anh Hidaka
c6 dwore tAm hinh tir trede khi vigt Ving cdin sdn bdt, k€ tir d6 cling khong
c6 dau hiéu gi cho thd’y anh &y da néi v&i ngwoi khac vEé sy ton tai cla
tAm hinh. N&u vy, anh khong nghi vé sau bi mat d6 van sé dworc tiép tuc
giwr kin sao?

Pa dé&n nwdre nay roi, anh ding néi d6i 1a anh Hidaka ding tA'm hinh d6
uy hi€p anh dd’y nhé. Nhirng 101 néi d6i ddi phé d6 s€ bi phat hién ngay
thoi, va hon hét, khong giéng anh, ngwoi da xay deng mot k& hoach pham
toi hoan hao nhw [4n nay.

T6i nghi ¢6 li€n quan dén cd Fujio Miyako. Sy xua't hién cua cd 8y da
khi&n moi viéc dao Ion.

C6 &y dinh da'u tranh v&oi anh Hidaka Kunihiko tai tdoa 4n. Tuy tinh hinh
ma anh Hidaka ciing phai chuan bj tinh than khong con cach nao khac. Tinh
trang tr& nén nhw vay khién anh dot ngot ba't an. Rang biét dau tAm hinh
kinh toém d6 s€ dwgc dwa ra tdoa nhw mot vat chirng?

Py la twdng twgng cua toi, nhwng c6 1€ tir khi anh Hidaka viét cudn ti€u
thuy&t d6, anh van ludn ¢6 linh cdm bat an, cdm thd’y nguy hi€m? C6 Fujio
xud't hién khi€n ndi lo s¢’ cha anh 1én d&n dinh di€m va cudi cing quyét chi
gi€t nguoi. T6i da suy doan nhw vay.

Nhuwng, né€u chi thé thi vin ¢6 chd khong gidi thich dwoc. Ma khong, that
ra nhitng suy doan cho d&€n nay déu bd quén diéu quan trong nhat.

b6 1a, m6i quan hé gitra anh va anh Hidaka Kunihiko thyc t€ nhw thé
nao?

Khoéng mudn bi cong bd” vé qud khit kinh tdm nén m&i giét ngwdi nim
gitr bi mat d6. Viéc nay khong phai khong 1y giai dwgc. Nhwng d6i phwong
14 ngwoi theong ngay giao du than thiét. Anh khong nghi anh Hidaka van
s€ gite bi mat cho anh dui viéc tranh chd’p v&i ¢6 Fujio Miyako c6 theo chiéu
hwong toi t€ sao?

Trong bién ban thd nhin cta anh, mdi quan hé ctia hai nguoi dwgc miéu
td nhw th€ cam ghét tdt cing. Nhwng bay gior khi da ro ta't ca la do anh
dwng nén thi phai virt bod tién dé do.

Néu sip x&p lai nhitng gi anh Hidaka 1am v&i anh lau nay chi ttr nhitng
sir that ching t6i nim dwoc, thi sé nhw the ndy. Anh Hidaka da khoi phuc
lai tinh ban v&i nguwoi ban tw thoi cdp hai khdong gap 1a anh, ma rd rang
thoi cap hai anh ghét anh Hidaka ra mat. Khong chi vdy, con gidi thiéu nha
xud't ban d€ anh c6 th€ sdng dwgc trong gidi van hoc thi€u nhi. Va tuyét



do6i gite kin t€n anh, ngwoi ¢6 lién hé mat thi€t v&i tac pham Ving cdin sdn
bat d&€n cung trong nhirng Tan ndi chuyén vai cd Fujio Miyako.

Hinh 4dnh nhin vat Hidaka hién 1&én khi nhin t nhirtng sw that nay cwc ki
tring khop v&i nhitng cau chuyén vEé thoi nién thi€u cta anh ta. Vi dy, ¢6
ngwoi da néi rang “d6 1a mot thi€u nién ti t& voi bat ki ai”.

T61 cho rﬁng it nha't anh Hidaka da xem anh nhw m6t ngwoi ban than thye
sir. Nghi nhw vdy m&i hop 1y.

C6 diéu, d€ di dén két luan nay, t6i da hoi mat thoi gian. 6 1a vi qua
khac v&i hinh twgng anh Hidaka ma t6i da c¢6 dinh kién trong dau. Thit ra,
trong lic di€u tra vé thoi nién thi€u cta anh Hidaka, diéu d6 ctr khién toi
vedng mac trong long sudt.

T6i da nghi tai sao lai phét sinh sy Iéch lac nay? C6 phai vi doc ban ty thi
gia tao ma anh da viét? Khong phai. T6i da ¢cé mot hinh dung nha't dinh vé
anh Hidaka ttr som. Hinh dung d6 dén tr dau? Va t6i nghi d€n mot thir.

D6 1a ban ghi chép dau ti€n anh da viét vao ngay xdy ra vu an.

Trong ban ghi chép do, t6i da bi phan tdm bdi mot phian c6 lién quan trge
ti€p dén vu an. Thé& nhwng, di€u thoat nhin khdng c6 vé gi dic biét do lai
an gid'u mot cai bay sau xa.

Nhin gwong mit dé clia anh, chic anh d3 hiéu ra t6i mudn néi gi roi.
Vang, dung vay. T6i dang n6i vé chuyén con meo. Con meo ma anh da
giet.

Chidng t6i da tim ra thud'c trie sdu twr hai chdu cdy da nh'6i da't ngoai lan
can nha anh. Sau khi 1am may vién banh doc, anh khong bi€t xt& 1y phian
con lai thé nao nén da trdn chung v&i da't ding khong?

Thud'c trir sdu chiing toi tim thd’y gidng v&i loai dwge tim thdy trong xac
con meo. Vang, xac con meo van con ddy. Ngwoi chi da cho vao hop va
chon trong vuon.

Anh nghe dwoc tir chinh dwong sw, anh Hidaka, vé viéc dang gip ric roi
voi con me¢o nha hang xém a? Hay nho doc bai ludn “Gidi han chiu dyng”
no? Ma hai nguwoi than thi€t nén chac 1a anh nghe tryce ti€p nhi?

Anh di 1am may vién banh ddc, canh lic vor chong Hidaka ving nha,
dem dén dat trong veon. Anh da gi€t con meéo bang cach d6. Tai sao anh
lam nhw vay? Ly do chi ¢6 mot. Nhw toi néi ldc ndy, d€ xay dwng hinh anh
anh Hidaka.

L'an nay, toi da thtr ti€p xdc v&i the” gidi van hoc mot chit, va nhé ¢ tw
nglr thé” nay dung khi danh gia tdc pham. D6 la t “khac hoa chin dung



nhan vat”. Nghia la truyén dat cho ddc gia hi€u nhan vat d6 1a ngwoi nhuw
thé” nao, nhung dung cau tran thudt thi khong da. Vi€t sao de’ ddc gia cd the
tw minh xay dwng hinh anh tr nhirng ct chi, 101 néi ctia nhan vat, d6 goi 1a
“khic hoa chan dung nhan vat” ding khong?

Khi viét ban ghi chép gia dd’y, anh da nghi trwede tién can phdi sdm wom
mAam trong doc gid 1a chding t6i vEé sy tan nhin cia nhin vat tén Hidaka
Kunihiko. Va cau chuyén anh chuan bi cho muc dich d6 la chuyén gi€t con
meo.

Ngay xay ra vu an, ngoai dy dodn la anh da gédp chu con me¢o, ¢6 Niimi &
veon nha Hidaka ding khong? Nhung v&i anh, diéu d6 that may mdén.
Bing cich dem cau chuyén d6 mé dau phian ghi chép, anh di tao mirc do
tin cdy cho ciu chuyén anh Hidaka gi€t con meo.

That xA'u hd nhung toi da hoan toan bj anh gai biy. Vi du da bit gitr anh,
tham chi cho rang phan ghi chép ban d4u clia anh khong d4ng tin, nhung toi
that khong ngor dé€n ca chuyén gi€t con meo cling la bia dit, d€ thay doi an
twong vE anh Hidaka theo cach anh mud6n.

Chi c6 th& n6i anh rat xua't sic. Trong vu 4n I4n nay, anh da dit ra nhiéu
cdi by nhung tdi nghi d6 1a c4i by xuA't sic nhat.

Va khi nhén ra cdi biy giét meo ndy, trong d4u toi 16e 1én mot § nghi. C6
khi ndo muc dich ciia cdi biy nay ciing chinh 13 diéu tdi 4c TAn nay nhim
toi khong?

Tirc muc tiéu cao nhd't ciia anh la ha thdp hinh twong cia anh Hidaka.
Nghi nhw vay thi di€én mao vu an an nay hi€n 1€n 10 rang.

Lic nay, toi da d€ cap dé€n ddng co pham tdi cia anh. Tdi néi anh ¢6 1€ vi
mudn che gidu bi mat kinh khiing thoi hoc cap hai, nén da giét anh Hidaka.
Anh khong phii nhan gi vé diéu d6, va toi cling chic chin 12 vay.

Nhung t6i nghi th€ nay. P6 chi 1a dong co’ khi€n anh quyét tam gi€t
ngwoi ma thoi.

To6i da th twedng twong dao dong trong tim h'én anh tir khi nghi dén viéc
giét anh Hidaka cho d&n lic can nhic xong k& hoach pham tdi. V&i 1y do
da néi lic ndy, anh can xay dung dong co phu hop d€ gi€t anh Hidaka.
Nhung khdng phdi dong co’ nao cling dwoc. Phai nghi ra mot dong co’ sao
cho khi n6 dwoe cong bd, anh ¢6 dwoe sy cam thong clia moi ngwoi, va
ngwoc lai hinh twong ctia ngwoi bi hai 1a anh Hidaka bi sup do.

Va anh nghi ra cau chuyén bj ép budc lam “tac gia ma” do ngoai tinh v&i
Hidaka Hatsumi. N&u sudn sé, anh sé dwoee cai danh la tac gia thyc sy cla
nhtrng tic pham ma anh Hidaka da cong bo'.



Chinh vi muc dich d6 ma anh thdm chi chép tay mdt s6” lwong 1on ban
thdo d&n mirc cb cuc chai & tay, mat cong quay cudn bang gia trong tiét
troi gid lanh. D€ chuan bj chu toan anh da mat ma’y thang troi ding khong?
Vi néu don thuan chi d€ che gidu qud khit thoi cAp hai, thi chic chin anh
c6 th€ chuan bi mdt dong cor dé hi€u hon.

Chuwong trinh anh day cong xay dwng nay chi la d€ pha hoai thanh qua ma
anh Hidaka da tao dung. Va viéc gi€t ngwoi chi 1a mo6t phian trong chwong
trinh dé.

Anh khong sor bj bt gilt, sin sang d4dnh cwoc phan doi it i con lai d&
hdy hoai hinh trong ctia mot nguoi. T6i da nghi, rd't cudc la thé nao?

Thanh that ma ndi, td6i khong th€ dwa ra cdu tra loi mang tinh logic.
Nhwng anh Nonoguchi nay, cé phai anh cling vay chiang? C4 anh ciing
khong the giai thich thdu ddo dworc, diing khong?

T6i nhé lai vu an minh da trai qua khoang mwoi nam tredec. Anh ¢6 nho
khong? Vu an hoc sinh cua tdéi ddm nguoi ban hoc chuyén bit nat minh
ngay sau 1& t5t nghiép. Cdu hoc sinh ¢cAm d4u bét nat liic d6 da néi, “Tém
lai, khong wa l1a khong wa, vay thoi.”

Anh Nonoguchi, hin tAm trang cta anh cling khong khéc gi cdu ta lic 8y
nhi? Trong long anh an gidu mot 4c y khong ddy doi voi anh Hidaka ma
chinh ban than anh cling khong ly giai dwoe, va cé 1€ chinh n6 da thic day
vu 4n an nay?

Vay rdt cudc 4c y d6 tir dau ra? Toi da tim hi€l kha ki vé cd hai nguoi.
K&t qua tdi bi€t dwore, 1a chang ¢6 18y mdt 1y do nao d€ anh cam ghét anh
Hidaka ca. Anh &y khi d6 1a mot thi€u nién tuyét voi, va 1a 4n nhén cua
anh. BA't chdp anh tirng bt tay v&i Fujio Masaya d€ bat nat minh, anh 4y
van ctru anh.

Nhurng toi biét, chinh 4n nghia d6, ngwore lai da sinh ra m&i han thii. Chic
chéin anh da c6 cam gidc tu ti trede anh AY.

Chwa k€ khi tredng thanh, anh lai rovi vao tinh trang khong thé khong d6
ki anh Hidaka. DB&i tht ma anh khong h€é mudén bi vt qua hon ai hét
trong cudc doi nay, da thanh cong tried'c anh véi tw cach nha van. Twdng
tweong cam giac cua anh khi bi€t anh &y doat giai van hoc danh cho tac gia
m&i, toan than t6i da noi da ga day.

Thé& nhwng, anh vin dén thdm anh Hidaka. T4n ddy 1ong minh, anh rit
mudn tré thanh nha vin. Vi anh d3 tin ring viéc quen biét v&i anh Hidaka
12 con duorng tit d€ di d&n gid’c mo da’y. Do d6, anh da tam niém phong 4c
y trong long.



Nhwng con dwong cda anh that gdp ghénh. T6i khong biét do s& phan
hay do tai ndng. Nhuwng anh mdc bénh trong khi van chwa dat dwgrc thanh
cong.

Toi tin chic khi anh chuah bj tAm 1y s&n sang chét ciing 12 lic niém phong
trong long duwoc go bd. Anh khdng the chiu dyng viéc phai 6m trong 1ong
ac y doi voi anh Hidaka ma roi bod the gidi nay. Va ddng luc thic day ac y
dé6 1a viéc bi anh Hidaka nam gitr bi mat qua khtr.

D6 1a chan twdng clia vy an Tan nay theo suy nghi cua t6i. Anh c6 phan
bién gi khong?

T6i ¢6 th€' 1y gidi anh im 1ang tirc khang dinh dwoc khong?

Thoi gian tr6i qua kha kha réi. Miéng tdi cling kho khoc ca.

A, diing r6i. D& tdi néi thém mot diéu.

Céach cu xt¢ trong qué khir ctia anh va me anh khién t6i cdm thdy nhw hai
ngwoi ¢6 thanh ki€n v&i anh Hidaka va moi ngeoi & quanh do.

Nhung t6i khang dinh, & dia phwong d6 hoan toan khong cé sy kién gi
dang d€ gy ra dinh kién t6i té, cling khong c6 vét tich gi chirng to ting ¢6
thanh ki€n ca.

Vi t6i nghi c¢6 1€ mot trong nhing ly do khi€n anh h'6i nhd ghét anh
Hidaka c6 lién quan dén suy nghi dang khinh ma me anh gieo vao dau lic
do, nén noi1 vay thoi.

T6i that tAm chic ca phau thuit thanh cong t6t dep. Du sao t6i vin mong
anh sOng.

Vi phép dinh dang doii anh.



Kirino Natsuo

T6i twng nghe noi ngu’0’1 Nhét 1a mot dan tdc hi€m hoi con lru giw s6°
lrong 1om céc gh1 chép va nhat ki. Doc truyén Ac ¥, mot Tan nira t6i chim
dim trong cdm xic rang con ngwdi ding 1a loai sinh vat ghi chép.

Nhirng sy viéc xay ra, cadm xtc, tAm tw, dong chdy thoi gian. Con ngwoi
mudn Iwu lai, mudn d€ lai nhitng diéu d6 nén “ghi chép”. Néu tieu thuyét
1a mot loai “ghi chép” thi cu6n sach nay la mdt tieu thuy€t trinh tham trang
1€ 18y chinh “ghi chép” lam chu de€.

Trudc hét, c6 18 khong ai nghi ring ghi chép 1a mét sy thit tron ven. Vi ai
cling hiu ghi chép 1a “sy that” theo cht quan clia ngudi ghi chép. Ay vay
ma, con ngwoi van dé dang bi ddnh Itra. Khong, 12 mudn bj danh lira. Hinh
nhw trong con ngwoi ¢ ban ndng mong mudn hoa minh vao cdi chi quan
dwoc viét ra, du 12 cia nguwoi khac. Vi du, néu dé dang d6ng cdm véi nhan
vat chinh thi ta thd’y dé doc va thich thi, ngwoc lai thi ta thdy cudn sach
that nham chan.

Vi viy, cdi goi la “twong thudt” ngay toe dau da cé sirc manh thén ki.
Cudn sach nay cé phong vi ki la, td v€ nhiéu fang tham vong ctia con
ngudi, d6 1a “mudn ghi chép”, va mudn cho rang “thit dwge ghi chép” 1a sy
that. C6 the ndi vi ban than tac giad 1a “ngwoi ghi chép goi 1a nha van” hi€u
rd ma lyc cua twong thuét, va day 1a th€ loai trinh tham, nén mdi sinh ra
cudn ti€u thuy€t ki la nhw thé nay.

Chdy siu dudi ddy cau chuyén 1a dong sdng den ¢6 tén “ac y” clia con
ngwoi. Co th€ mo h'd nghe dwoc ti€ng chay cua dc y, nhwng lai khong thay
dworc dong chdy d6. Khong ré nhan vt trong truyén da khéo 1€o che giav,
hay khong nhén ra, hay vi dong chdy d6 qud sau dwoi Jong da't, ma mai né
khong hién Ién trong “ghi chép” cua cac nhan vat. Han ddc gia da khong
kim noi sy s6t rudt, ra sitc doc va phén tich ting hang chr trong “ghi
chép”, “thu ki” cua cac nhan vat? Téac gid rat ty tin véi manh 161 trong “ghi
chép” ma thach thirc doc gia.

Truyén dworc vi€t dan xen gitra h'6i ki va ghi chép cta hai nhan vét 1a
ngwoi k&€ (hay phai goi 1a nguoi ghi chép nhi), va dién bién ki la ctia vu 4n
dan duwoc khic hoa. Nhitng gi cho 12 that lai khong phai vay, nhitng gi da
doan chic 1a gia hoa ra lai 1a that. Pdc gia bi danh Itra nhiéu Tan, vira bi x0
mili vira bj va mat. Con khong khi truyén lai yén & mét cach dang s¢’ nhw
mau muc den t01 dang tha'm dan.



Thu ki dau tién dwgc viét bdi Nonoguchi Osamu.

Nonoguchi 1a nha van vi€t truyén thi€u nhi. Anh ta trng lam gido vién
moén Qudc nglr & treong ca’p hai, nhung da nghi viéc d€ tap trung sang tac
qua sy gidi thiéu ctia Hidaka Kunihiko, ban cuing 1&p thoi cap hai.

Nonoguchi gidp phai mot chuyén xau, dé la vu an Hidaka Kunihiko bi
giet.

Hidaka Kunihiko 12 nha vin ndi tiéng. Tuy dd ra mit mudi nim trudce
nhung sy nghi€p ctia Hidaka khong cé gi noi bat, cho dén khi tdc pham
Dom lira khong chdy viét vé cudc doi ngeoi the lam phdo hoa gitp anh noi
tiéng. Hidaka dat gidi thwdng van hoc cao quy v&i tac pham do6 va vut sang,
trd thanh nha van an khach it oi trén van dan Nhat. Tinh ban gitra nha vin
1'n Hidaka va Nonoguchi, ngwei viét van hoc thi€u nhi nhwng 6m tham
vong tham kin mudn viét ca ti€u thuyét, nhw thé nao? Ngay tw dau, doc gia
da bi 161 cudn.

Hidaka 1én k& hoach di cw sang Canada cung v¢r. Nonoguchi dén nha
Hidaka d€ chia tay Tan cudi, tinh co gdp qua mot ngwoi. D6 1a thin thich
clia ngwdi 1 nguyén mau cho nhan vit trong tiéu thuyét Ving cdin sdn bdt
ctia Hidaka. Ngudi nay cho ring su riéng tw clia ngwoi da chét bj xAm hai
nén dang tranh chap v&i Hidaka, khi biét Hidaka s€ di Canada thi tim dén
d€ ndi chuyén.

Ngay sau d6, Hidaka bi gi€t, Nonoguchi 1a ngwoi phat hién dau tién va bi
cudn vao vu 4n. R6i Nonoguchi bat dau viét hdi ki d€ “ghi chép” lai vu 4n.

“ Mot ngay nhw v@y hian khong dé ma cé lai trong mor dovi ngwoi. Nghi
vay, toi cdm thdy ngu thi thdt tiéc, du cho ddy la mot ngay bi kich [...] Thé
la t6i ndy ra mot y twong. Phdi ghi lai trdi nghiém nay. Toi sé tw tay viét lai
bi kich ngwoi ban thédn bi sdt hai.”

Nonoguchi c¢6 muc dich gi? D6 1a thai dd cia mot nha van. Khéi dau cua
mot “ghi chép” héa ra cling c6 di€m thap kém nhw th&. Ngoai ra, van dé
xam hai quyén riéng tw ctia nguyén mau ciing c6 lién quan v&i thdi do cha
mot nha van ciia Nonoguchi. N6i cach khac, trong thir thach “ghi chép” su
kién va con ngwdi ndy c¢6 mot khia canh, d6 12 van phdi tiép tuc viét du 1a
vi long hi€u ki ¢6 thé' ndi 1a thap kém nay. Ngay tw dau, Higashino da phoi
bay sy ddng ngo cta viéc “ghi chép”, that thd vi.

Ngoai ra, con mot ngwoi ghi chép ntra 1a canh sat Kaga. Ki diéu thay,
Kaga tirng day cung treong cap hai voi Nonoguchi. Kaga von 1a gido vién
mon X2 hoi, nay da bd ngh€ gido vi mot sy viéc va chuyén sang lam canh
sat.



Bing ciach xdy dung nhan vit Kaga 12 mot nguoi vira ddng cam v&i
Nonoguchi vwra khéng chit lor 1a trong viéc truy tim sy that, nhitng “ghi
chép” cua Kaga déng vai tro ki€m chli’ng “ghi chép” cua Nonoguchi Cudi
cung, Kaga phanh phui mau thuan gitra 101 twong thuat ciia Nonoguchi voi
két qua diéu tra thuc t&, khang dinh Nonoguchi la hung tha gi€t hai Hidaka
mot cach khé dé dang.

Nhung ttr ddy, cAu chuyén dot ngot tré nén gay can. Bing cach chi rd tha
pham ngay tr d4u, cAu chuyén din dit ngwdi doc vao mot hanh trinh ki la
khong phai tim thi pham ma la truy tim dong co'.

Tai sao Nonoguchi “ghi chép”?

Tai sao noi & cia Nonoguchi ¢c6 mot s& lwong 1on ban thdo ctia Hidaka
Kunihiko?

Tai sao Nonoguchi gi€t Hidaka?

b€ r'oi, Kaga kinh ngac khi nghe sy that kho tin tor Nonoguchi. Tac pham
Dom lira khong chdy da dwa Hidaka Kunihiko 1&€n thanh nha van noi ti€ng
von la ciia Nonoguchi. Xua't hién va'n dé khdng ngo' dé€n, dao van. Va tw d6
hién Ién sy tOn tai cia nhirng 4c y vO hinh.

“Diéu ma cdu thdy so hai khong phdi bao lwe, ma la ndng lwong tiéu
cwe phdt ra tw nhirng ké ghét minh. Tw trwoc dén nay, cdu chwa turng
twong twong lai ton tqi dc y dén miec day trén thé gioi nay.”

Pay la nhitng dong trong tiu thuyét Ving cdm sdn bdt cia Hidaka
Kunihiko. Viing cdn sdn bdt 13 tiéu thuy&t dang bi ngwdi nha nguyén mau
nhan vat phan d6i. Nhwng khong 16 ai la tdc gid. N&u vay, ai da khién ai roii
vao hoan canh nhw th& nao, & d6 ac y dang ton tai thé’ nao? Nang lwong
tiéu cyc d6 huong dén ai?

Phian nay 12 tém tit truyén, nhung c6 1& khdng dwoc phép viét hon nira.
Tuy nhién, t6i c6 th€ n6i khdng chi ban than vu dn, ma chinh cuén sach nay
cling ch'dng cha't nhirng tinh huéng phirc tap. C twdng la ti€u thuyét trong
ti€u thuy€t thi lai nhe nhang bi€n chuyén, da tin vao loi thi nhan twdng
chirng chan thit cua tac gid nao ngo gia doi, ngo 1a doi trd thi lai 1a sy that,
lam sao cling khong the€ bit dwoc ding chudi.

B&i 1€ cudn sach nay vira v€ nén dc y tan cling clia con nguoi, vira budc
ta khong th€ khong doc tdn bi kich clia ngwoi dan 6ng khong biét ti bao
gior da bi cam tu trong “ghi chép”. Cling ¢6 1€ vi ban than cudn sach 1a mot
“ghi chép”, khién ching ta dd chim ddm trong sy cudn hit ctia né.



Notes

[<—1]
Ki€u madi c6 hai tang, tAng trén dp xudng hinh tam gidc, tAng dwdi rong hon
¢6 bon mat déu do'c thoai.



[<—2]

Loai bip bé gd thu cong truyén thong ctia Nhat, phan mit thwong dwoc vé
bang nhitng dwong nét manh, don gian.



[<3]

Viét tit cta “Living, Dining, Kitchen”, chi phong kiém céc chitc niing phong
khéch, phong an, phong bép.



[<—4]

Mon an ki€u Phép v&i khoai tdy nwdng ciing vun banh mi, stra, phd mai.



[<=5]

Mon thit heo tam bt chién gion ctia Nhit.



[<=6]

Moén tom nwdng véi nwede s6t kem cling cdc nguyén li€u khac.



[ <71

Céc loai chw vi€t trong ti€ng Nhat gom: cht Han, Hiragana va Katakana.
Khaw: M, “ro” trong Katakana: [.



[<=8]
Chéim chap.



[<9]
Hoi ching Lolita. Chi nguoi ¢6 tinh cdm yéu dwong, mang tinh tinh duc doi
v&i nhirng bé gdi nhd tudi. Lolita 187y tw ti€u thuyét cuing tén clia nha van Nga
Vladimir Nabokov.



[<-10]

MGt th€ loai trinh tham dwee yéu thich & Nhat. Nghia rdng chi nhirng vu an
xdy ra khi canh st hay tham t tinh co’ dang di du lich & céc dia di€m noi ti€ng.
Nghia hep chi nhirng vu dn hung thd lgi dung tinh chinh xac trong thoi gian chay
ctia cic phurong tién cong cong d€ tao chirng ¢ ngoai pham.
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